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Your FREE edition - just pick one up and keep up with the news

() The Will Partners
Wills, Trusts & Power of Attorney

Free review service of your existing Will
Protect your home and everything that you have worked hard for
Friendly and experienced local Consultants

Call us Today 01905 412887

11, Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove, B61 71

ax aims to get the mos
from his latest challenge

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

A YOUNG Droitwich rugby play-
er is set to take on another
sporting challenge to raise funds
for his club after the success of
his previous athletic feat a year
ago.

Max Fenton, aged 14, from Earls
Common has set himself the goal of
cycling 100 miles in seven hours on
an exercise-bike to raise funds for
his team, Droitwich Rugby Football
Club.

His previous challenge, a half-

Max Fenton,
aged 14, is
planning on
cycling 100
miles on a
spin bike to
raise funds
for his rugby
club. Picture
by Marcus
Mingins
1625009MMR

marathon, saw him set an elite level
time (lhr 38mins) for his age and
secure £700 in funding to support
his club.

To make Max’s cycling chal-
lenge even more of a feat, the RGS
Worcester scholar has recently
recovered from a significant hip
injury which saw him spend months
recovering and therefore unable
to train or participate in his usual
sporting activities.

Any funds Max raises will help
support his team’s tour to the west
coast of Devon, in the hope of bring-
ing home a cup trophy, as they did in
last year’s tournament.

Initially he had an eight-week
training plan scheduled but due to
his injury this has been cut short.

A couple of weeks ago he was
given the thumbs up by his physio-
therapist to jump back on the bike
and recommence his usual athletic
and rugby training.

After being given the green light,
he will have had less than four
weeks to train.

Max said: “Despite these obsta-
cles, I'm more motivated than ever
to prove to myself I can overcome it
and complete this ride.

“I know it’s going to be tough, but
every penny raised will make a huge
difference, and I'm incredibly grate-
ful for any support I can get as I take
on this challenge.”

Max will kick off the challenge on
Easter Sunday (April 20).

Max’s mother, Louise Fenton told
the Standard: “When the going gets
tough during training and the offi-
cial challenge, which it will, we will
remind max of all the encourage-

Picture by Matthew Mason. s

ment he has received, which will go ~ THE ONLY WAY IS UP: DROITWICH Spa FC got to lift the league

a long way.
“All the support received will pro-  Saturday.
vide any extra drive and encour-

title shield after an impressive 5-0 win over Tytherington Rocks last

The Saltmen have gained promotion to step five of the footballing

agement he may need ahead of his  pyramid - the highest level they have achieved in their history.

challenge.”
Visit: justgiving.com/crowdfund-

cause.

And, in another first, they will get to play in the qualification
rounds of the FA Cup.

Turn to the back page for more on last Saturday’s match and the
ing/max-fenton-1 to support the end-of-season awards.

To find out more about our exclusive offers speak to us today!
01905 934182  averyhealthcare.co.uk

*T&Cs apply. Please visit averyhealthcare.co.uk/ouroffers
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Droitwich Mews
CARE HOME
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Move in today with reduced fees, from £1250 per week.

Plus enjoy 4 weeks for the price of just 3*

to experience tailored care.

for more details
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Egg-citing
things to do

THERE will be plenty of
egg-citing activities at
Bromsgrove’s Avoncroft
Museum over the Easter
holidays.

Visitors to the popular
attractions between now
and April 21 and on April
23 and 24 will be able to
explore the great outdoors
and more than 30 buildings
which span 700 years of
history.

There will be a free his-
torical trail relating to tra-
ditions and customs associ-
ated with Easter and an egg
hunt.

Trail sheets are avail-
able for £3 as participants
track down the Easter eggs
hidden in the buildings.

In return for completed
sheets, there will be a prize
from the Easter Bunny left
around the site.

Easter craft sessions will
be just £2 per person and,
as part of a special offer,
two children go free with
each full-price adult ticket.

Visit avoncroft.org.uk for
more on the Easter event.

Hospice will
benefit from
Garage Sale

THE BIG Worcestershire
Garage Sale is hoping to
raise £25,000 for St Richard’s

Hospice.
The popular event, in its third
year, will bring communities

together from across the county for
a day of bargain hunting, treasure
finding and charitable giving — all
from the comfort of residents’ own
driveways.

This year’s event will take place
on Saturday June 14, with hundreds
of householders hosting garage
sales at their homes offering every-
thing from antiques and collectibles
to clothing, toys, homeware and
other unwanted goodies.

Matt Nicol, managing director
of organisers Nicol and Co which
has offices in Droitwich, Malvern
and Worcester, said this year’s
event was supporting St Richard’s

by Philippa Mingins

Hospice, with everyone taking part
having the option to donate a por-
tion of their sales or make a direct
contribution to the charity.

As an added bonus, any quality
unsold items can be dropped off at
the end of the day at designated col-
lection points to be distributed to
St Richard’s Hospice charity shops
across Worcestershire by Warren's
Removals who have donated their
vans to help.

Mr Nicol said: “The Big
Worcestershire Garage Sale is all
about community spirit.

“Whether you're looking to
declutter, discover hidden gems, or
simply enjoy a day out in the neigh-
bourhood, this event is the perfect
way to get involved.

“It’s a fun and sustainable way to

The Standard, Friday April 18, 2025
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Bargain hunting — Matt Nicol, MD of Nicol and Co, with Ria Simons,

1 j

community fundraiser at St Richard’s Hospice.

make space in your homes, meet
neighbours and find amazing bar-
gains — all while supporting a fan-
tastic cause.

“Our charitable target this year
is to raise £25,000 towards the
$12million St Richard’s Hospice
needs to raise every year to provide
free care.

“We can’'t wait to see
Worcestershire buzzing again for
the third year running with garage
sales on the day.”

Ria Simons, community fundrais-

er at St Richard’s Hospice, added:
“We are thrilled to be a part of
this brilliant event, which not only
brings local communities together
but also supports our vital care
services.

“Every donation, big or small,
helps us continue providing compas-
sionate care for patients and their
loved ones across Worcestershire.”

To take part in The Big
Worcestershire Garage Sale, email
marketing@nicolanco.co.uk before
the deadline of May 31.

SHOWCOACH fours

25 years of coach tours to top shows
Friday 25 April, BPpulse live Arena, TORVILL & DEAN Our Last
Dance 4 seats Upper Block 8 Y& £75 each
Saturday 10 May - ANDRE RIEU & His Johann Strauss Orchestra,
BPpulse live Arena Birmingham Block D (flat)seats £135

19-23 SPRING BY THE SEA The Suncliff Hotel Bournemouth ..£605
27 JOSEPH & AMAZING TECHNICOLOUR DREAMCOAT ........... £60

June
7 KENSINGTON PALACE

19 ROYAL ASCOT LADIES DAY
24 TINA - The Musical Birmi

285 || (AIR) has

£69

27 WESTON SUPER MARE

£29

Breath of fresh
AIR to bring art
back to pop-up

£50 ARTS in Redditch

announced its latest

encourage others to
get involved.
More than 50 art-

event for local art-

28 BLENHEIM PALACE FLOWER SHOW ...cccovccoersseerrsssssessessee £65 €
ists and art lovers
5 EMMERDALE VILLAGE TOUR £69 following a year-
19 RHS BRIDGEWATER £45 long break,
Also booking The Spring 2025

August 18 NORFOLK DISCOVERY 5 day tour George Hotel Norwich £605
Thursday 27 November THURSFORD CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR 2 day tour £235
Pick ups @ Reddifch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject fo route)

For details and to book phone 01527 542389
or email co.uk
Visit www.

co.uk for the full

10% OFF
Sunday to
Thursday with
this advert

/
MT EVERES¥

Authentic Nepalese Cuisine

Opening Times:
Monday 6-11 pm Tuesday 6-11 pm
‘Wednesday 6-11 pm Thursday 6-11 pm
Friday 6-11 pm Saturday 6-11 pm
Sunday 6-11 pm

Tel: 01527 850717
31 Alcester Road B80O 7LL

Pop-Up gallery,
which runs from
May 1 to May 11,
will occupy Unit 10,
Walford Walk in the
Kingfisher Shopping
Centre, opposite
Next.

The gallery will
showcase the huge
variety of creative
talent at work in the
Redditch area, and

ists will be exhib-
iting their work,
which will include
original paintings,
drawings, ceramics,
needlecraft, jewel-
lery and photogra-
phy and all work
will be available to
purchase.

Philip Roberts,
trustee of Arts in
Redditch, told the
Standard: “Last
year we celebrated
10 years since we
opened our first
pop-up gallery, but

the lack of suitable
premises meant we
were unable to open
for Christmas 2024.

“We are delighted
to be back with

are indebted to gen-
eral manager Fiona
Faizey and her team at
the Kingfisher Centre,

The gallery will be
open from May 1. s

these events could not
happen.”

The gallery will be
open from 10am until

without whose support

4pm.

probably our best
line-up of local art-
ists, with a fantastic
selection of over
500 pieces of origi-
nal work for sale.
“Once again, we

Range Rover Velar stolen

A RANGE Rover
Velar has been sto-
len from Redditch.
The 4x4 was
taken from a prop-
erty on Defford
Close, Webheath.
Thieves struck
around 5.25pm last
Friday and West
Mercia Police are
investigating.

For your latest news and sport:

www.redditchstandard.co.uk

An attempted

burglary

took place

in Redditch
around 2.25am on
Monday.

Thieves broke

into the home
on Yvonne Road,
Crabbs Cross. They
accessed the prop-
erty via a side door

but were disturbed
before they could
steal anything.

Witnesses or
anyone with infor-
mation on either
of these inci-
dents should call
police on 101 or
Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.

Redditch & Bromsgrove
Friends Group

Are you looking to meet new people
and make new friends?

We are a group of friends who meet to enjoy
activities such as walks, cinema/theatre visits,
skittles, adventure golf, ten pin bowling and
regular pub nights to name just a few.
Interested?

Then ring Marian on

07885 450390

See

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

page

36
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MP calling for
rail hub backing

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

BROMSGROVE MP
Bradley Thomas has
urged the Government
to continue backing
the Midlands Rail Hub
ahead of its Spending
Review.

In a letter to transport sec-
retary Heidi Alexander, the
local MP urged her to sup-
port the £1.75billion project’s
‘strong’ business case.

Mr Thomas said: “A key part
of my plan for Bromsgrove
and the villages is to improve
local transport.

“It’s clear the Midlands Rail
Hub will bring benefits to rail
users across Bromsgrove and
the villages, and it therefore
has my full support.

“The Government claims its
mission is to deliver econom-
ic growth — and to achieve
this they will need to back
projects like the Midlands
Rail Hub.

“I've therefore written to the
Transport Secretary to urge
her to support the Midlands
Rail Hub’s strong business
and to continue backing this
project just like the previous
Government did.”

The Midlands Rail Hub will
allow for an additional Cross
City train to run each hour to
and from Bromsgrove, giv-
ing a regular three trains per
hour on the Cross City serv-
ice from Bromsgrove into
Birmingham.

Bromsgrove will also con-
tinue to be served by faster
trains to Birmingham that
have originated in Hereford
or Worcester.

And Barnt Green and
Alvechurch will benefit from
the proposals with an addi-
tional Cross City service to
and from Redditch, which the
Midlands Rail Hub provides
extra capacity for.

The project was supported
by previous MP Sajid Javid
who, when Chancellor, gave
&20million to support the
early development of the
scheme.

In February 2024, the
previous Government
announced funding to deliver
the Full Business Case for
the Midlands Rail Hub mov-
ing the project forward to the
delivery phase.

The 2025 Spending Review
is a two-part process. The
first phase concluded with the
Autumn Budget in October
2024, setting departmental
budgets for 2024 to 25 and
2025 to 26.

The second phase, which
focuses on allocating the
total funding envelope, is
expected to conclude and be
published in late spring of
2025, on June 11, 2025.

Left to right: Mal Drury
Rose, Executive Director
of West Midlands Rail
Executive, Strategic
Partnerships Lead,
Midlands Connect Sarah
Spink, Bradley Thomas
MP and Integrated
Transport Programme
Lead from Midlands
Connect Andy Clark. s

Exhibition sheds light on life in the
Spa during the Second World War

I | & REPAIRS

GLAZING

LTD

A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
RELIABLE SERVICE...

units misted up?

Locks
Hinges

Have your double glazed

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Mirrors
Misted Glass
Safety Glass
Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs

AN EXHIBITION showcasing what it was
like to live in Droitwich Spa during the
Second World War will be on display in
Ma¥]to mark VE Day 80.

The Heritage and Information Centre’s
Droitwich at War exhibition showcases
local wartime memories and gives an
insight into how Droitwich Spa was affect-
ed during World War II.

It explores the lives of ordinary people
living in Droitwich Spa and puts a lens
on the well-known Droitwich Famlhx ‘the
Machins’- former owners of H.R. Machin
Ironmongers in the High Street.

The exhibition, from May 1 to May 15,
has been a collaborative effort between
Droitwich Spa Heritage Staff and mem-
bers of the local community.

Heritage Manager Rebecca Butler said:
“It's been fascinating creating this exhibi-
tion.

“We hope our visitors enjoy discover-
ing more about how World War Il affected
the lives of ordinary families.

“Ultimately, we’re hoping Droitwich’s
community of today connect with the
town’s shared and important history.”

The exhibition will be viewable from
10am to 4pm from Monday to Friday and
from 10am to 1.30pm on Saturdays.

There will be extended openlng hours
on VE Day (May 8 from 10am to 7pm).

Visit this story at droitwichstandard.
co.uk for more information on Droitwich
Spa Town Council’s VE Day events pro-
gramme.

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories

Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
U.p.u.C.

WINDOWS

SUPPLIED _~
& FITTED __\

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors
Composite Doors

Card payments accepted R/ AY:Y

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Longbridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Long Igc
' Cladding nﬁnnllnn b
Aoz sxar s

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Staff in line
for top award
after work

on garden

NHS STAFF in Bromsgrove
have been shortlisted for a pres-
tigious award for their involve-
ment in an innovative dementia
garden.

Two employees on Meadow
‘Ward, ward manager Sarah Taylor
and occupational therapist Clare
McFayden, have been named as
finalists in the People’s Choice
category of the Design in Mental
Health Awards 2025.

Located in New Haven at the
Princess of Wales Community
Hospital in Bromsgrove, they cre-
ated ‘Meadow Green’ as a thought-
fully designed, therapeutic outdoor
garden which offers real, functional
environments that encourage safe
interaction and meaningful activity
for patients with dementia.

They said: “We are delighted to
have received this wonderful nomi-
nation which is a reflection of the
of the entire Meadow Ward team
and their collective commitment
for continual quality improvements
for our patients.”

The garden has some stand-out

features, one being its adaptable
buildings which can be transformed
into a barbershop, hair salon, cafe
or post office using props and
decorations, as well as a potting
shed that creates a series of spaces
that encourage engagement and
routine.

Sarah added: “For people living
with dementia, simple activities
like going to the shop or gardening
can have a really positive impact
on their wellbeing, but these are
rarely possible during a hospital
stay.

“Meadow Green changes that.”

Growing evidence shows these
active spaces can be far more
effective in supporting care goals
and improving patient outcomes,
unlike traditional dementia-friend-
ly spaces that use false building
facades.

Jonathon Emery, landscape
architect at DSA Environment and
Design, said: “Emails are generally
not memorable, but the one invit-
ing us to this project was.

“Sarah and Clare’s enthusi-
asm and determination warrants

The team at Bromsgrove’s
Princess of Wales Hospital
have been shortlisted for their
innovative dementia garden. s

undoubted recognition for the life-
changing impact Meadow Green is
having on countless patients.”

The garden was named ‘Best
Outdoor Space’ in 2024 and it is
hoped that it will now further be
recognised this year through the
People’s Choice Awards.

Voting is open to everyone now
and closes on Monday, April 28,
with the winners being announced
at the ceremony in June.

People can visit: surveymonkey.
com/r/9KJCKD2 to cast their vote
or visit this story on our website to
see all of the shortlisted nominees.

The Standard, Friday April 18, 2025

Offering a chance to get
active out on the water

‘WATER activities have returned
to Arrow Valley Visitor Centre.

After a successful first year,
visitors again enjoy exploring the
lake on the swan pedalos, sport
pedalos, kayaks and this year -
rowing boats.

A spokesperson from Rubicon
Leisure said: “Whether you're
after a calm sojourn across the
lake in the late afternoon on our
swan pedalos, or like your explo-
ration more on the sporty side
with our kayaks, our offering has
extended to suit all of our visi-

tors’ tastes.

“We are also delighted to
announce that paddleboards will
also be available to hire to take
out onto the lake this summer
with the option to book becoming
available soon.”

The water activities officially
launched last weekend and will be
fully operational every day dur-
ing the school holidays, and on
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays
during term time.

Visit: arrowvalley.co.uk/water-
activities/ for more information.

So much more than

self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

g

We can help you move house, build an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200

O

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“4ssa

Beyond

o

A=Rjvercroft

MOBILITY ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN
BUSINESS.

COME SEE US AT

WWW.RIVERCROFTMOBILITY.CO.UK

STAIRLIFT SERVICING
Plus

L]

01905 771555 =

Storage

association
United Kingdom

I I self storage

07756 475430

e @ > Y e @ - -
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Lidl store plans
turned down by
city planners

PLANS for a new
Lidl supermarket in
Northfield have been
refused by Birmingham
City Council’s planning
committee.

The proposal was for part
of the existing Northfield
Shopping Centre to be demol-
ished and the supermarket to
be built, along with access,
parking and landscaping.

There would be access to
the 67.2metres by 38.2m
building from the Bristol
Road South / A38 and a link
would have been maintained
from the road to Victoria
Common so the park could
still be accessed in the same
way it is now.

The store was expected to
bring 40 jobs to the town.

Car parking

There would also be 124
car parking spaces at the pro-
posed store, which included
nine parent and child spaces
and seven spaces for peo-
ple with mobility issues, and
two electric vehicle charging
spaces. And there would be
12 bicycle spaces provided
via the installation of six
Sheffield cycle stands to be
positioned under cover of the
store canopy, and alongside
the customer car parking.

A new ‘pedestrian walkway’

and associated public realm
improvements are proposed
between the retained part of
Northfield Shopping Centre
and the proposed Lidl store
to connect Victoria Common
and Bristol Road South.

Birmingham City Council
planning officers, who said
during the meeting that exten-
sive discussions had taken
place between the authority
and Lidl, had recommended
it for approval.

During discussions some
councillors expressed con-
cerns about it being the right
development for that part of
Northfield.

Coun David Barker said he
felt the car park encroached
on too much of Victoria
Common at a time when
people were being encour-
aged to walk more and be fit
and healthy. And he said the
supermarket was not making
the most of the space and
the number of jobs for that
space seemed low, compared
to other uses.

It was also highlighted that
there were already four super-
markets within a 10-minute
walk and the Lidl was not
needed.

Coun Colin Green said:
“Why are we knocking down
a supermarket to build anoth-
er supermarket?”

Speaking in favour, Coun

Gareth Moore said he sup-
ported it — there had recently
been a Lidl built in Erdington
and it had been very suc-
cessful.

‘When it was put to the
vote, five councillors voted
against and three in favour,
meaning the application was
turned down.

At the end of 2023, when
the idea for the supermarket
was first mooted, Lidl held
a pop-up information ses-
sion at Northfield Shopping
Centre and a wide-ranging
public consultation.

Proposals

It said, from the responses
received, 88 per cent of peo-
ple said they were in favour
of the proposals for the new
Lidl and welcomed them.

At the time Lidl said
respondents had recognised
the important investment for
Northfield Shopping Centre,
improved choice that a new
discount supermarket would
bring and the 40 new jobs.

The next nearest Lidl super-
markets for people in the
area are in Stirchley, Kings
Heath and Halesowen.

One of the artist’s
impression of how the
Lidl supermarket in
Northfield would look. s

Firefighters tackle building blaze

FIREFIGHTERS from
Bromsgrove extin-
guished a building blaze
on Crown Close around
3pm on Sunday.

The crew used a back-
pack and buckets of
water.

There were no casual-
ties.

Meanwhile, water jets
were used to put out
a fire at a recreation
ground in Blackwell.

It started around 8pm
on Sunday in the area

near St Catherine’s
Road.

Firefighters from
Bromsgrove who
attended dampened
down the area after-
wards to ensure the
flames did not reignite.

Clearview
Envi
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! Grounds Care. '
Facilities Managemen
- Security Installation.

i

Family-run professional Grounds Maintenance and Facilities
Management, based in Kidderminster.

All aspects of grounds maintenance and land clearance
Health & Safety inspections and remedial works

Tree surveys and surgery

All types of fencing installation

No problem too big.

clearview-environmental.com

- -

ronmental.com

DO YOU WEAR DENTURES?

Did you know gums confinuously shrink over fime and Denfure feeth wear ouf?
It is recommended to replace your dentures every 5-7 years.

Poppy Fields is a small family run Denture Clinic in Bromsgrove with over
20 years experience working solely on the design and fabrication of dentures.

Every stage of the denture fabrication is carried out by our team in our

Bromsgove clinic and on site laboratory which allows us to make sure
each stage of the process is personal and individual to each patient.

We are passionate about providing the highest quality dentures.
Using only premium qualitity materials, our dentures are stronger,

more natural looking and comfortable. Providing denture
wearers the confidence to eat and most importantly, smile!

FOR MORE

INFORMATION PLEAS
To request a free information booklet or a no obligation consultation with o

\

Poppy Fields
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Doctor steps up for
marathon challenge

A DEDICATED Worcest-
ershire doctor is swapping
her scrubs for running shoes
as she takes on the 2025
London Marathon to raise
funds for vital equipment at
Kidderminster Hospital.

Dr Jo Marriott, who lives just out-
side Bromsgrove, will take on the
45th London Marathon on Sunday
April 27, tackling the 26.2 miles from
Greenwich to Westminster, to help
enhance care for Worcestershire’s
youngest patients.

Dr Marriott, a consultant anaes-
thetist at Worcestershire Acute
Hospitals NHS Trust, aims to raise
the cash for a child-friendly MRI
service that she has been working
tirelessly towards for the past two
years.

by Mia Whitehouse

She said: “Running the London
Marathon has always been on my
bucket list, and after securing a
ballot place, I want to make every
mile count by raising funds for
this much-needed MRI-compatible
trolley.”

The service is set to open this
summer, and additional equipment
such as the §8,160 MRI-compatible
trolley will be essential to making
it as comfortable and efficient as
possible.

By Dr Marriott running in sup-
port of the Worcestershire Acute
Hospital Charity, a difference can
be made for the patients, families,
and staff at the county’s three hos-
pitals, the Alexandra Hospital in

Redditch, Kidderminster Hospital
and Treatment Centre and the
‘Worcestershire Royal Hospital.

Laura Gregory, the community
and events fundraising officer at
Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
Charity, said: “We are absolutely
delighted that Jo has chosen to
take on the incredible challenge of
the London Marathon in support
of Worcestershire Acute Hospital
Charity.

“Her dedication to improving care
for young patients perfectly reflects
our mission to enhance hospital
experiences for patients, their fami-
lies, and NHS staff.

“Every step she takes will bring
us closer to providing the very best
acute hospital care for our commu-
nity and we're proud to support her
fundraising efforts.”

at Kidderminster Hospital. s

Every donation will help to make
this vital service a reality and to
ensure we go the extra mile for
young patients in Worcestershire.

Dr Jo Marriott will take on the London Marathon to fund vital equipment

The Standard, Friday April 18, 2025

Visit Jo’s JustGiving page at

Jjustgiving.com/page/lauren-dolan-

1737986260040 to support and
donate.

The Acting Bishop of
Worcester, Martin Gorick. s

How I followed in the footsteps of Mary Magdalene

AN EASTER Message from the
Bishop of Dudley and Acting
Bishop of Worcester, Martin
Gorick:

A FEW years ago, I went on
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It
was my first time in Galilee and
Jerusalem, and I shall never for-
get it.

Visiting holy sites, seeing the
mountains that Jesus knew.

Praying with Palestinian
Christians and staying with
Christians from around the
world.

And on the Sunday, very early
in the morning, I went to the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
Priests were chanting in Aramaic,
the ancient language of Jesus.

I was longing to go into the
sepulchre itself, a tiny chapel
built over the site where Jesus

had been buried after his death
on the cross.

Even at that time I had to
queue, and it was touch and go
whether I would get in at all with
services about to start.

But then it was my turn, and I
stooped to go inside, through the
tiny entrance door.

Just as Mary Magdalene and the
others had done that first Easter
Day.

I had a few seconds only, to take
in the stone slab, and the icons
and flickering candles inside.

And then I heard the words
sound clearly in my mind, ‘He is
not here. He is Risen!’

Risen to reign as Lord and
King. Risen to go before those
first disciples to Galilee. Risen to
go before us into every situation.

Happy Easter! Jesus Christ is
Risen today. Alleluia!

.

~/“pound for £ t
are the best!

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

/7y GABLE REGYCLING LTD
7 |

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm
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700 new homes with a
focus on sustainability

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

WORK is under way on the devel-
opment of nearly 700 homes on
the site of the former Austin
Rover factory, 20 years on from
its closure.

Birmingham’s leaders joined Vistry, a
provider of mixed-tenure homes, to cel-
ebrate the beginning of a 688 home
development, alongside the developer’s
partners, Bromford and Sigma.

The site will play host to much need-
ed homes with Vistry working alongside
housing association Bromford to deliver
250 of the homes, ensuring more than
40 per cent of the development will be
offered in affordable tenures.

Sigma Capital Group has also partnered

with Vistry to take on 215 private rental
properties.

The remaining 197 will be available on
the open market, and the final 26 will be
offered as First Homes.

Michael Moore, managing director of
Vistry North West Midlands, said: “Like
many major cities, Birmingham has a
severe shortage of affordable homes -
that’s something we're aiming to address
by going the extra mile to deliver afford-
able and social rent homes over and above
what is required of us and delivering them
at pace.

The homes will be built with a focus on
sustainability, featuring air source heat
pumps and PV panels for renewable elec-
tricity, whilst wastewater recovery sys-
tems will minimise water usage.

They will be manufactured off-site
using open panel timber frames from the

Vistry Works East Midlands factory in
Leicestershire.

Each home built, using these panels,
emit 14,460kg COZ2e less than a tradi-
tional brick-and-block house.

The scheme will also stimulate econom-
ic growth through on-site employment,
as well as creating designated spaces for
community use and public open space.

Laurence Turner, MP for Northfield,
said: “The redevelopment of one of the
final parts of the Austin site comes at a
symbolic moment — 20 years on from the
collapse of MG Rover.

“It is positive that the symbolism of the
site will be retained with the preservation
of the industrial heritage.”

LEFT - A mock-up of how some of
the development’s homes and open
spaces will look. s

ABOVE - Northfield MP Laurence
Turner joined other Birmingham
leaders on a visit to the former
Austin site alongside the developers
and their partners. Photo by Emma
Lowe. s
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GOOD NEWS: BROMSGROVE MP Bradley
Thomas has welcomed the news there has been a
good uptake on the extra GP appointments being
made available at the district’s doctors’ surgeries.

Mr Thomas found out about the extra face-
to-face appointments during a visit to the BHI
Parkside practice where he met the management
team.

This followed Mr Thomas’ campaign and letter
to the Chief Executive of NHS Herefordshire and
Worcestershire back in November, urging him to
increase the number of GP appointments.

In response, NHS Herefordshire and
Worcestershire added nearly 7,000 additional
appointments across the two counties as part of
a Winter Plan for 2024/25 for residents to access
over the coming year.

Mr Thomas said: “A key part of my plan for
Bromsgrove and the villages includes improving
GP access, so it was great to hear there has been
a good uptake in the extra face-to-face appoint-
ments that have been made available.”

He added he also discussed the GP contract the
BMA negotiated with the Government.

“Given the government has just hiked up
employer National Insurance contributions for GP
practices, the contract really is not as good as the
government is claiming it is.”

Visit bradleythomas.org.uk for further details.

CHARGED: A MAN and two boys from
Worcestershire have been charged after reports of
disorder between two groups at Kempton Court in
Bromsgrove on Friday evening.

Jacob Colston, 18, of Meadow Road, Catshill,
Bromsgrove was charged with conspiring to com-
mit a robbery.

A 17-year-old, who cannot be named for legal
reasons, has been charged with conspiring to
commit a robbery, being concerned in the supply
of a class A drug, possession of a class B drug
gnd being concerned in the supply of a class B

rug.

A 15-year-old boy has been charged with con-
spiring to commit a robbery and possession of a
class B drug.

All three appeared at Kidderminster Magistrates’
Court on Monday.

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL
AN TERFOLD)

PRE-PREP « NURSER

THE WINT

Call 01562 777234 or email admissions@winterfoldhouse.co.uk to arrange your visit
www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

OPEN MORNING
Monday, 5th May
9.30am - 12.00pm

Pupils aged 2 to 13 are inspired to achieve their

best. Winterfold’s exciting curriculum, dynamic

staff and state-of-the-art facilities encourage
opportunity.

Vit

ERFOLD WAY

Bromsgrove Deserves Better.

It Is OK to Vote Reform UK

I am Chris Thomas, 46 years old,
a businessman of 25 years, father
to two young girls, a keen runner
and a passionate advocate for our
community. | also had the
privilege of serving as a
magistrate from 2018 to 2020,
which gave me a deeper
understanding of the challenges
people face every day.

After years of watching politicians talk but
fail to deliver, | have decided to stand for
election.

If elected, | will prioritise three key areas:

* Regenerating our high street and
bringing life back to the heart of
Bromsgrove

¢ Making our streets safer by pushing for
more visible policing and action on
antisocial behaviour

* Bringing fresh, practical thinking to solve
our traffic congestion problems

It is OK to feel let down. It is OK to want
something better. And it is absolutely OK to
vote Reform UK.

Follow me on
X.com
@_christhomas_uk
and feel free to
DM with your
concerns and
questions!

Bromsgrove deserves better. Better
leadership. Better ideas. Better results.

Worcestershire County Council is facing a
serious financial crisis and is now scrambling
to fill a £33 million black hole. At the same
time, business rates and council tax
continue to rise, our high street is declining,
and our roads remain congested. These
problems are not separate or unfortunate
coincidences. They are the consequence of
short-sighted decisions and a complete lack
of joined-up thinking about our future.

o

Reform UK offers a fresh alternative. | am
not a career politician. | am someone who
has built businesses, created jobs and

helped people succeed. Now, | want to =
bring that real world experience into local =3
government.

Promoted by Christopher Thomas for themselves of 124 City Road, London EC1V 2NX.
Printed for digital distribution by the Bromsgrove Standard
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PCC backs
action on

laughing gas

WEST Mercia Police and Crime
Commissioner (PCC) John
Campion has welcomed the
Government’s announcement to
make the possession of laughing
gas a criminal offence.

Mr Campion has repeatedly
called for tougher legislation to
combat the damage nitrous oxide
was causing in our communities.

“As a recreational drug mostly
used by young people, I wel-
come this clamp down by the
Government to make posses-
sion of laughing gas a criminal
offence,” he said.

“Locally, I have seen first-hand
how easy it is to purchase nitrous
oxide, the damage it causes to
communities and its impact on
public spaces with places often
littered with canisters.”

Mr Campion led the ‘Combating
Drugs Partnership’ to tackle the
impact substance use had on
communities.

“So I understand the impor-
tance of educating our young
people about drug use, interven-
ing with support when substance
misuse happens and having
strong enforcement in place
to give the police the powers
they need to take drugs off our
streets,” he added.

Mr Campion thanked Mark
Garnier, the MP for the Wyre
Forest, who worked closely with
the PCC on toughening legisla-
tion, adding: “He has been a loud
and prominent voice on this issue
in Parliament and his constitu-
ency of Wyre Forest.”

Marathon

effort to help

find a

cure

for diabetes

A BROMSGROVE mum
whose daughter has Type
1 Diabetes is running the
London Marathon to raise
money for a charity that is
trying to find a breakthrough
cure.

Anne-Louise Pridden will take
on the 26.2mile course on Sunday,
April 27 for Breakthrough T1D.

Her daughter, Caitlin, was diag-
nosed with Type 1 Diabetes at just
nine years old after contracting
Covid in 2020.

After spending a week in hospital
following her daughter’s diagnosis,
they met the Breakthrough T1D
bear Rufus who helped to give
them support and introduced them
to the charity.

There has been a huge increase
in the number of children being left
Type 1 diabetic after contracting
Covid and Caitlin was devastated
at potentially not being able to
compete in her triathlons with her
brother and friends.

Anne-Louise said: “I ran my first
Marathon in 2023 in London to

by Mia Whitehouse

put all my anger, sadness and
efforts into finding a cure to keep
doing something positive and raise
awareness.

“This will be my last marathon
because of time and being a carer
for Caitlin.

“We now want to share our story
to give other families hope, encour-
agement and the most important
message that we understand just
what life is like and we all have to
move forward.”

‘With hard work and determina-
tion, Caitlin is now a national tria-
thlete for the Midlands Academy
Triathlon team. She runs for
Bromsgrove and Redditch Athletics
Club, swims at Worcester swim-
ming club and cycles for Wyre
Forest Cycle Club.

She has also become a
Breakthrough T1D Ambassador.

Anne-Louise said there are a lot
of people to thank for Caitlin’s
care, her assistance dog Molly
being especially important, provid-

ing love and care when her bloods
have been too high or too low.
Caitlin has a parent-managed
Instagram account, @caitlin_ath-
letic_diabetic for promoting Type

Anne-Louise
Pridden with =
daughter
Caitlin. s

1 in sport.

Go online to 2025tcslondon
marathon.enthuse.com/pf/anne-
louise-pridden to donate to her
fundraising.

Easter kg9 Trail

12th - 20th April

Make a basket, find the
eggs and exchange for a
chocolate treat!

Complete an egg hunt within

the museum grounds or

explore a longer trail
around the abbey ruins.

Needle Mill Ln, Riverside,

Redditch, B98 8HY

www.forgemill.org.uk

al oo

£2.50
for each
eggsplorer

0152762509 © Q

Mini Craft Fair
& Music on
Good Friday
18th April

FORGE MILL
NEEDLE MUSEUM
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HE

——
WOl STERSHIRE
Highe: ation Institute

YOUR FUTURE, e
OUR FOCUS: ADULT
HIGHER EDUCATION COURSES

Mark your calendars as HoW College are opening their doors to their
Worcester and Redditch campuses to discuss their higher education
and adult provisions!

prospective students can visit the Colleges
Worcester or Redditch campuses to get a deeper understanding of the adult and
higher education courses on offer at HoW College.

The departments will be on hand throughout the evening to provide comprehensive
information and guidance about the courses on offer and how they can kickstart
your future. Whether you’re looking to advance in your career, change your career
path, gain important skills, or pursue a passion, the teams will be on hand to help
navigate your future.

At the Worcester campus, you’ll have the opportunity to explore a diverse selection
of higher education and adult courses, including ESOL, Access to HE, Human
Resources, Cyber Skills, and more. Meanwhile, at the Redditch campus, you can
delve into courses such as Business, Accounting, Functional Skills/GCSEs, and
additional exciting offerings.

WHEN : ]

WHERE :

HEART OF

HOWCOLLEGE.AC.UK WORCESTERSHIRE

@ W COLLEGE
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Children’s hospice set
to benefit from fun run

by Mia Whitehouse
news@bullivantmedia.com

THE CHARITY Partner for this
year’s Wythall and Hollywood Fun
Run has been announced.

The popular event organised by
Worcestershire County Council is set to
take place on Saturday, June 22, and
will raise funds for Acorns Children’s
Hospice.

The fun run gives participants the
chance to take on 5k, 10k or Families on
Track relay race.

Every year Acorns cares for more than
780 children who have been diagnosed
with a life limiting or threatening condi-
tion and helps around 1,000 families,
including those who are bereaved.

Sophie Boreham, Acorns Children’s
Hospice’s events manager, said: “We're
thrilled to be the charity partner for this
year’s event, which will see a welcome
spotlight on our life-changing care for
seriously ill children and their families
across our region.

“The timing couldn’t be better as the
fun run coincides with national Children’s
Hospice Week - from June 16 to 22 - when
all eyes will be on children’s hospices and
the vital care they provide.”

She added events like this were so
important as the charity relied on com-
munity support to raise the majority of the
funds needed to continue its care.

“Help can’t wait for these families. So
it would be amazing if anyone signing up
could join ‘Team Acorns’ and raise crucial
funds that will enable us to continue to be

there for families car-
ing for children with
life limiting and life-
threatening condi-
tions when they need
us most.”

Olympic medal-
ist Steve Cram, who
is endorsing the fun
run, said: “I visited
Acorns hospice last
year and it was amaz-
ing to find out more
about the truly phe-
nomenal work that
goes on there, and
to meet the team and
some of the amazing
children that benefit
from their care.

“The work Acorns
does makes such a
difference to children
and young people and
their families in this
area. If you need an
extra incentive to get
running this summer,
fundraising for this
charity is a very good
reason.”

Dr Lisa McNally,
Directorof Public HealthforWorcestershire
County Council, said: “Acorns is a charity
that means a lot to many people in the
West Midlands, and I'm delighted we
can come together to help make a differ-
ence.”

Those who sign up will receive a run-
ning vest, training support, a fundraising

pack, access to a private Whatsapp group,
and a medal and tote bag for finishers.
Visit: wythallhollywoodfunrun.org.uk to
book fun run places and: acorns.org.uk/
acornsevent/wythall-hollywood-fun-run-
2025 to find out more about fundraising.

lain Gillett, Libby and Connor from
Acorns Hospice with Steve Cram. s
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RESIDENTS are being reminded to make sure
they choose the best-placed healthcare option
for them this Easter bank holiday weekends.

For cuts, grazes, wounds, sprains, minor eye
injuries and minor burns, people can attend their
local Minor Injuries Units (MIUs).

Unfortunately, the units cannot treat ilinesses.

People needing treatment are advised to con-
tact NHS111 either via the website - 111.nhs.uk
- or by calling 111.

Trained advisers will assess symptoms and
then recommend the most suitable course of
action which could include a visit to an MIU.

Alternatively, people can walk into their local
MIU which are open during usual opening hours
over bank holiday weekends.

In  North Worcestershire, the MIU at
Bromsgrove’s Princess of Wales Community
Hospital is open from 8am to 8pm everyday
(last admission at 7.30pm), or Kidderminster
Hospital’s which opens between 8am and
10pm.

Accident and Emergency departments
- like those at the Alexandra Hospital and
Worcestershire Royal - should only be used in
absolute emergencies.

Local pharmacists can also give expert confi-
dential advice, as well as medicines for a range
of minor ailments.

On Good Friday (April 18), in Morrisons
Pharmacy, Buntsford Park, Bromsgrove, is open
from 9am to 5pm. Hollywood Pharmacy, May
Lane, is open from 9am to 7pm, and Boots,
St Andrew’s Square, Droitwich, from 9am to
5.30pm.

In Redditch, Boots in the Kingfisher Centre
is open from 9am to 6pm and Tesco Extra,
Coldfield Drive, from 10am to 4pm.

On Easter Sunday (April 20), Knights in Market
Street, Bromsgrove, opens from 12pm to 3pm,
and Church Green Pharmacy in Redditch opens
from 1pm to 4pm.

And on Easter Monday (April 21), JHoots
Pharmacy, BHI Parkside, Bromsgrove, opens
from 12pm to 3pm., Boots in the Kingfisher
Centre, Redditch, is open from 10am to 4pm,
and Tesco Extra, Coldfield Drive, Redditch,
opens between 10am to 4pm.

Commercial-powered jetwash, refilled sand loss,

ReddiGlean

Professional Block Paving & Slah Cleaning Service

q

"

all rubish reihdvéd ;

Call for a free, no obligation quote 01927 9627711 / 07850 4338117

reddicleanservice@gmail.com




The Standard, Friday April 18, 2025 PAGE 11

) ) ‘ ) ) x : l .

OO

- 20% )\ "o
B | G OFF
Clpuc{ Zero ) "

0
Cl
O
<
all» =

wioe s e

7
AME
— OTTOMA
FROM
£699
Y
! I
I A [ "%
d “‘*7 ey L ,_.rl M 3
‘ / = Y | -
o= — T = ) — i
e =1 B LS =
- === ‘,r:.i [ 7 \‘\ I ‘k
=il e . | : ‘ \
= L e = A
% DROO 0 00 PAINTED GRE) - -
DROO D D 0 0 OLID 0 0 ROOM & 00 \G
21 ky Mgl & 5 i S o i ' i
4 ~ ﬁ‘:“”‘”‘f*"“ﬁ‘ - y:ﬂ_“#w L @ 1 /‘ ?
& oy o5 | — ; |
- o — k g = :
> A _ it i Y
N7 - : | —
| Paliy \' 5 < : - = - 5 1 [
| seemvaw F 5 = — - | ‘ i
I sz ] JODELS OF By Gl i
00 0 0D OR . on - - : ‘
= \ - Gl
\1

LARGE RANGE (8 e
) S mmet i V « AND CHAIRS —ay
£ i »? TOCLEAR [ =

ST G A o IN STORE




PAGE 12

Change in diet
must be on menu

Article by Chris Cooke
from Bromsgrove Extinction
Rebellion.

A LMOST exactly a year ago

wrote a piece about food
and farming for this column now

Eco Action

published at - ourclimateconver-
sation.uk/blogs/Food-Farming/ - promot-
ing small local and community farms.

Not a lot has changed since - except
that prices of everything have increased
and we have suffered the second-worst
harvest on record due to the high rain-
fall and one of the most devastating
years for the decline of our pollina-
tors. Since 2004 insect abundance has
dropped by more than two thirds.

The UK food system has undergone
years of intensification, industrialisa-
tion and increased use of pesticides
and fertilisers in a rush to produce food
whatever its environmental costs. It is
the biggest cause of biodiversity loss
and one of the largest contributors to
climate change. We face catastrophic
consequences if things do not quickly
change.

The UK has an environmentally
destructive and very inefficient mode
of agriculture in the UK which uses 85
per cent of available land (for grazing
and feed) to produce meat and dairy
that provide just a third of the calories
and less than half of the protein we
consume.

We have to reduce our meat-eating
habit by switching our diets to eat more
vegetables and pulses (beans and peas)
that grow well in our climate. This will
improve our nutrition and gut micro-

biome so we are all healthier, and also
free up a lot of land for nature and bio-
diversity enhancement. We do, though,
need to provide financial support so
farmers can become climate and nature
heroes, helping us store more carbon
and protect biodiversity on their land by
adopting regenerative methods, whilst
also feeding the nation.

Then there is the issue of food waste
at each stage in the process from farm
to plate. Each day in the UK an estimat-
ed 19million meals of edible food never
makes it off the farm even. A third of
all food produced is wasted through the
supply chain and this has an enormous
impact on the environment.

I am happy to eat ‘wonky’ vegetables
and fresh produce surplus to supermar-
ket requirements that can be purchased
(for a donation) from NewStarts on
Thursday afternoons.

Last September I visited the famous
Long Table in Brimscombe Mill, Stroud,
which provides nutritious food on a ‘pay
what you can afford’ basis. They source
the ingredients from local farms - there
is enormous potential for such commu-
nity restaurants and they could usher in
a new age of enjoyable social eating and
community renewal.

Visit: bromsgrove@extinctionrebel-
lion.uk for more.
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All the fun of the Fayre at Headless Cross Orchard. s

Live music and lots

HEADLESS Cross Community Orchard will
once again be hosting an annual May Fayre —
from 1lam to 4pm on bank holiday Monday,
May 5.

There will be live music throughout the day
with Arrow Valley Brass, Goblin Noises, Debbie
and Garth, Found In A Field, Alan Sheward and
Turvey.

This year will also feature the fayre’s Freestyle
Maypole Dancing, promoting audience partici-
pation.

Dancers of all ages can have a go at tying the
ribbons around the Maypole.

To add to the family fun, there will be an
array of games to enjoy including The Amazing

of fun

Human Fruit Machine, Splat The Rat, tug-o-war
and sack races.

Meanwhile the cider bar will serve home
grown cider, made by the Orchard volunteers.

Orchard volunteer Gabby Hemming said:
“This is a fantastic free family event.

“It brings the whole community together to
celebrate this wonderful green space.

“I look forward to it every year.”

Headless Cross Community Orchard was
planted in 2010 by volunteers who continue to
maintain the green space.

The orchard is host to many Worcestershire
varieties of fruit tree, including the Redditch
Doddin apple.

While all costs are going up -
—_— [

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litle overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

e

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED

waeranty /- A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
NI oW HIUUW J.UN

01789415111 07729 689239
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**NOW AVAILABLE*»

PTG N 48 MONTHS

with a Simple but INTEREST FREE CREDIT

ENJOY YOUR LUXURY KITCHEN NOW - pay LATER

stunning makeover &

Subject to status, terms and
conditions apply.

Joe’s Doors can transform your kitchen by replacing
doors, panels and trims. Choose from a wide range of
kitchen styles for a cost-effective, fuss-free service that
can be completed in under two days... and best of all
you don’'t even need to empty the cupboards!

Enjoy your stunning kitchen makeover now and pay
later with our 48 months interest-free credit. Book
today for a quick, beautiful kitchen makeover.

v/ No need to empty cupboards —= = ~
v/ No mess, no fuss [

v/ Most fitted in a day ‘l

v Made to measure

AS SEENONTV « PROUDLY MADEIN THEUK « FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -

Transform your worktops with Quartzize stone overlays

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.
Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

« Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
» Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

(QUARTZIZE I « Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

*Limited pericd promofional voucher. T and C's apply.

FITS OVER YOUR FULLY FITTED
EXISTING WORKTOP NATIONWIDE
Just three simple steps to transform your existing kitchen: ok Ak ok Ak k ********
APRIL BONUS
You choose from our range We'll book a date to [ e

We take some
measurements... of doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

< ' @ CHOICE OF
| COLOURS

FREE SINK

WORTH OVER £229°

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk Posanisvoucher o ot

on the day of your Quartzize survey.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 92.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience.



PAGE 14

Easter activities
aplenty at farm

by Mia Whitehouse
news@bullivantmedia.com

CHURCHFIELDS Farm
in Droitwich has plenty
on offer for local fami-
lies to do during its its
egg-cellent Easter event
this bank holiday week-
end.

Running until Easter
Monday, April 21, children
can enjoy personal meet and
greets with the Easter Bunny
and other seasonal characters
and receive a complimentary
treat.

Regular live interactive
Scarecrow shows featuring
characters Rusty and Sunny
will run throughout the week-
end which are guaranteed to
captivate and inspire young
imaginations.

Gillian Kerter, owner of
Churchfields Farm, said:
“Our team love to create fun
events to provide magical
Easter memories your chil-

dren will cherish.

“With activities run-
ning daily from 10am
to 5pm, there’s loads
of family fun to be
had.”

More  entertain- |
ing events take place
on the farm over
the Easter holidays,
including an Egg
Heads Easter Trail,
animal paddocks
with calves and baby
goats, Easter crafts
and games, an adven-
ture playground, go-
karts, giant bouncers
and a zip line.

And there are expe-
riences with an extra
cost, such as the lamb bottle
feeding experience (running
twice-a-day), which needs to
be pre-booked at £1.50 a
ticket, and - weather depend-
ent - Highland tractor tours
at an additional £2 per per-
son.

‘Wristband entry allows
multiple entry/exit through-

out the day, with advance
booking being recommended
by visiting: churchfields.farm/
events/easter-trail-fun-farm-
plus-easter-eggstravaganza/
to buy your tickets.

There will be plenty of col-
ourful characters to meet
at Churchfields Farm in
Droitwich this Easter. s

A SPATE of registration plate thefts have
been stolen from Littlebrook, Himbleton.

The thefts occurred between 11.30pm
on Sunday and 8.30am on Monday.

Police are investigating and have urged

witnesses or anyone with information to
call officers on 101 or Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.

Always call 999 in an emergency or if a
crime is in progress.
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Rob Barratt will be performing his show ‘Brain Tickling and Word Mangling’ after a
successful outing at last year’s Bromsgrove Folk Festival. s

Rob bringing his WORDS to town

COMIC, poet, humourist and singer Rob
Barratt is heading back to Bromsgrove for
the latest WORDS event.

After playing a very well received gig
at the The Bromsgrove Folk Festival last
summer, he will be the guest speaker at
Bromsgrove Library at 7pm next Tuesday,
April 29, with his show ‘Brain Tickling and
Word Mangling’.

Rob has appeared at folk, literature and
arts festivals all over the British Isles and
Australia and his performance combines

clever word play, verse and song with sat-
ire, parody and audience participation.

He deals with a variety of important top-
ics, such as squid, data driven education,
neanderthal politics and the weather in
Scotland - but beneath the humour lurk
serious issues.

Tickets for the talk are £12 and can be
booked by via Ticket Source by visiting:
ticketsource.co.uk and typing ‘Brain Tickling
and Word Mangling’ into the search bar.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

prices.

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

¢ 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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MASSIVE SA\"NGS ON EVERYTHlNG THROUGHOUT THE STORE
CLEARANCE WAREHOUSE AND MOBILITY CENTRE

Suites, Sofas, Beds, Mattresses, Recliners, Occasional Chairs, Oak Furniture,
Dining Sets, Accent Chairs, Bedroom Furniture, Wardrobes, Dining Table Sets
AND MUCH MORE!!!

MANYJBRANDJNAMESJINCLUDING| A Z:BOYJEURNITUREAVIL'IYAGE®
SOF0L0GYJPARKER]KNOLL® NEXTJANDIMUCHIMORE!
CANCELLED ORDERS/ EX DISPLAY/NEW CLEARANCE UP TO 60% OFF

Better
than

Half Price

\_on most!!

: FIIIINITURE VII.I.AEE SWWEI. c Y 6 GIJMI'I.ETE SET WITH Rockford 3str + 2str
(MANY EI.EBTIIIG RECLINING) i HEADBOARD IN l:llllIGE (3 cm.nuns RECLINING in Grey or Black

1.6 x 90 Concrete effect Table + Selection of Mattresses In Stock for 10 Now I.nalllur mnlluls now In stnck fnr fast Rockford RECLINING Corner
6 chairs, fabb furniture immediate delivery with cup holders in Grey or Black

WORCESTERSHIRE’S Biggest Furniture and Mobility Centre

& YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER
& OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE OPEN 7 DAYS
Unit 35 Aston Fields Trading Park,
Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW

Tel: 01527 872202
. Open: Mon - Friday 9am - 5pm
www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk sat1oam-5spm « sun10am-2pm

MR — !
Oaklands Furniture Limited is an i ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a Ideal4Finance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and n« I d r (FRN 703401) Fin: Iable subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional an: d ill depen d upon y r personal :lr(umsta nces, ti h loan amount t dth
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" plus @V
D! (2,

U[’ m [H

KING FOR THE PRICE OF A DOUBLE
PLUS SAVE MORE ON SELECTED BASE FABRICS
ask for more details ~ “3

Britain

HYPNOS | i
Home ()me sl

Interiors

017689 299446

WWWw.carpetwise.net

Extra Discount Terms & Conditions

*Save an extra £200 when you spend £1,900 or more.
Save an extra £100 when you spend £950-£1,899.
Save an extra £50 when you spend £475-£949.

The extra discount offer is valid from 17/04/25 until 31/05/25

This extra discount is available on our main sale items but excludes cleal

sale ranges, carpet stock ranges & carpet remnants, excludes accessories,

fitting and seamstress charges, only one saving per order and must be
presented on first enquiry, for further details contact the showroom

The Standard, Friday April 18, 2025

CARPETWISE

CURTAINWISE - FURNITUREWISE

\Q

Novuna

Interest free
y finance now
‘ B available

Ask a member of
the team for details

HUGEISAVINGS
m ACROSS Au?runm'rums

plus sav
0 un €3
171

: )
RT R View our colle:
| | of ready

curtamsr?'n stor

i Many ranges to 1
« sheces fro 2 SAVE & £200
) on our blmd collections




The Standard, Friday April 18, 2025

PAGE 17

Significant finds as police raid
barbershops across

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.
com

MORE THAN £500,000 has
been seized by police in West
Mercia as dozens of barber-
shops were raided as part
of a national crackdown on
criminal gangs using the busi-
nesses as fronts for fraudu-
lent activities.

The campaign, known as
Operation Machinize, saw efforts
from forces across the nation to

tackle criminals using barbershops
as fronts for fraud, money launder-
ing, and the sale of illicit goods.

As part of the operation, 33 war-
rants were executed across West
Mercia, focusing on gangs exploit-
ing barbershops to conceal illegal
cash flow. While these businesses
appeared legitimate, they were, in
reality, tools for financial crime.

Working alongside Trading
Standards, West Midlands Fire and
Rescue, Home Office Immigration,
and Her Majesty’s Revenue and
Customs, the force seized over
£500,000 in illegal funds and
£16,000 in cash and arrested four

Raids were carried out on dozens of barbershops as part of the
national crackdown. s

individuals.

Additionally, Trading Standards
carried out three warrants, and
Home Office Immigration ques-
tioned three individuals about their
immigration status.

Proceeds of crime

West Mercia Police’s Economic
Crime Unit is leading the force’s
efforts nationally in tackling finan-
cial crime. Since April 2024, more
than §6million in criminal assets
have been seized, disrupting the
financial networks that support
organised crime.

Det Insp Dan Fenn, from our
Economic Crime team, said:
“Organised crime groups are oppor-
tunistic and exploit legitimate busi-
nesses, such as barbershops, to
hide their illegal cash flow.

“The high cash turnover of these
businesses makes them ideal for
disguising illicit activities.

“Our work during Operation
Machinize sends a clear message
to these crime networks - we will
not tolerate criminal activity in our
communities.

“Following these warrants, 34
intelligence reports have been sub-
mitted, helping to build a stronger
intelligence picture and supporting
future operations.

“Community intelligence played a
key role in this operation.

“Some of the information used to
plan these raids came from public

the county

More than £500,000 was seized across the West Mercia Police
force area. s

tip-offs.

“That local support is invalu-
able, and we encourage anyone
with information about businesses
involved in money laundering to
report it.”

Visit: westmercia.police.uk/ro/

report/fo/v2/report-fraud-bribery-
corruption/ to report information
regarding fraudulent businesses.

Alternatively, contact
Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555 111.

= £10,000
OFF

ALL NEW LODGES
THIS M

w Lakes

Gloucestershire, GL17 OPH

£49,000

L

< e

01452 223811

Aston Coprt

LUXURY LOD

Tewkesbury Gloucester, GL2 9LH

Norton Park

Regen

LUXURY

 Court

Waoodl

Cheltenham, GL51 6SL

ds Park

Cheltenham, GL50 4PB

Court Farm Estates are a family owned business

committed to providing safe and friendly
communities for people over the age of 45.

Fully furnished residential and luxury lodges available
from just £49,000 (with the £10,000 discount)*

Pet friendly parks.

No stamp duty on purchases.

Finance Guaranteed when placing a 50% deposit on

your new home.

Green Crize
PAK

Hereford, HR2 8AB

Orchard

Alcester, B50 4NP

Diamond Park

Kidlington, OX5 3DR
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UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL
WITH OUR NEW MEMBERSHIP

EVERYONE §:'»11"/3

The ultimate fitness package for those
who want to smash their fitness goals.

o

o5

Access to state-of-the-art gyms,
swimming pools and group fitness classes”

Unlock your potential with specialist coaching
on the six pillars of You+: sleep, nutrition,
movement, relaxation, brain health

and social wellness

HealthHero — 24/7 access to a GP
Everyone On Demand

Exclusive discounts on high street
and online brands

Two guest passes every month

14-day priority booking

*Facilities vary per site

everyone ACTIVE
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POPULAR VISITORS: A
REDDITCH church has welcomed
two reception classes, giving
them a memorable experience

of church, Palm Sunday, and the
Easter story

St Philip’s Church in Webheath
hosted 60 children from
‘Webheath Academy.

A highlight of the visit was a
surprise appearance by three
donkeys - Dolly, Nessie, and Jono
- courtesy of The Animal Pantry,
based in Astwood Bank.

The donkeys were extremely
well-behaved, much to the delight
of the children, who were thrilled
to meet them up close.

said: “We're especially grate-

ful to Harriet Mayne, teacher at
‘Webheath, and Carole, Beth, and
Sam from The Animal Pantry for
making the visit possible.

“Inside the church, the children
learned about the events of Palm
Sunday, taking turns to be part
of a joyful procession or to cheer
it on.

“Their visit ended with a won-
derfully energetic rendition of
‘He’s Got the Whole World in His
Hands’, filling the church with
song and smiles.

“It was a joyful day for all
involved—a celebration of learn-
ing, community, and the wonder

The donkeys were brought to the church by The Animal

PAGE 19
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A spokesperson for the church of Easter.”

Pantry. s

A WOMAN and ‘local leg-
end’ has shared her story as
she becomes the first ever
resident at Mount Croft Care
Home since it opened in
February this year.

Joyce Elliot was born and
raised in Bromsgrove during
the 1930s and has deep roots
in the community.

She dedicated her youth to
working at Brighton Shoe Shop
on Bromsgrove High Street
where she left an everlast-
ing impression on customers,
before going on to become a
head waitress who was adored

for her outstanding service.

By 1949 she had met
Maurice, who became her
husband within six months.
The pair went on to have two
wonderful children, Sally and
Peter.

Joyce also faced some chal-
lenges, losing Maurice at a
young age being one of the
worst for her.

She later went to work at
Westmead Hotel, where fate
introduced her to the owner,
James, who she shared some
amazing experiences of love,
loss and travel with before

he too unexpectedly passed
away.

‘With her strong desire to be
close to family, she moved back
to her hometown, Bromsgrove,
where she is now starting her
joyful new chapter as a resi-
dent at Mount Croft.

Joyce is excited for shopping
excursions and meeting new
neighbours in her new home
and cannot wait to settle in.

Joyce Elliot, Mount Croft’s
first resident, with home
manager Liza Dews. s

-

e
:}} ROWBERRYS

S The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery; Deli and Restaurant

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

5 - @ %a
Cottage Garden Perennials =9 "f "§

We have the widest selection
around, All Home-Grown

£3.25 each - 10 pl

-

Tel: 01562 777 003

SRl s
We keep our LOCAL, family-owned farm
shop stocked with plenty of fresh fruit,
vegetables and a full selection of
groceries.

The Restaurant
Hot Food is served in the
Restaurant daily from
11.45 until 3.30pm
with Breakfast also served
between 8.30am and 11.45am.
Amazing Afternoon Teas

at only £12.50 per person

Did you know we also even stock gifts,
beautiful cards and freshly cut flowers?
Our Deli Counter serves both sweet
treats and savoury snacks. We have a
fresh fish counter in our Butchers along
with a wide choice of British and
local meats.

Summer Tray Bedding &
Hanging Baskets
Ready Now

j— i\ dad :
E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | )Find us on Facebook
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Food for thought 'T1me to prove you are
top with the tourists

THERE has been a significant step in tackling food
waste, with new legislation requiring businesses
across England to separate food waste from general
waste.

As businesses adjust to these new regulations,
Worcestershire County Council is encouraging resi-
dents to take a closer look at their own food waste
habits.

To support this, the council is relaunching
#FoodSavvy a campaign designed to help residents
save cash and reduce food waste.

A recent poll revealed that one-third of
Worcestershire residents throw away edible food
more than once a week, often due to cooking too
much or allowing food to expire. Additionally, 40 per
cent admitted they discarded food simply because
they lacked knowledge about proper storage or
creative ways to use leftovers.

In Worcestershire, more than a third of household
black bin waste consists of food, with over two-thirds
of it classified as ‘avoidable’, meaning it could have
been eaten.

To help, the county council is sharing top tips
and practical advice on its social media channels
to help residents waste less and make the most of
their food.

Worcestershire County Council’s waste prevention
project manager said: “We know people waste food
for all sorts of reasons - they buy too much, don’t
store it correctly, or aren’t sure how best to use up
leftovers.

“#FoodSavvy aims to provide simple and effec-
tive solutions to help people plan better, store food
properly and get creative in the kitchen.

“Reducing food waste isn't just good for the envi-
ronment; it also helps families save money.

“With the average family now wasting up to £1000
worth of perfectly edible food every year, it is more
important than ever that families take a good look at
what they do with their food.”

The Food Savvy scheme focuses on key themes,
such as planning meals and shopping, storing
food correctly so it lasts longer and eating all food
bought.

Visit: letswasteless.com/foodsavvy for practical
tips and more information.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

TOURISM and hospitality busi-
nesses across the county can
now apply to be considered for
the 2025/26 Visit Worcestershire
Tourism Awards.

Organisations have until June 9 to
put themselves forward for the acco-
laé‘l;g which will be announced in March

The awards are given for acclaimed
attractions, hospitality venues, and inno-
vative new tourism products, whilst also
giving the chance to businesses to repre-
sent Worcestershire at the VisitEngland
Awards for Excellence where, in 2025,
Worcestershire secured two national
finalists.

Lorna Robinson, visitor econo-
my and destination manager at Visit
Worcestershire, explained the importance
of the awards.

She said: “These awards not only rec-
ognise the outstanding businesses that
make our visitor economy thrive but
also provide incredible PR and exposure,
with finalists gaining local and national
recognition.

“We can’t wait to see this year’s appli-
cants and uncover more brilliant busi-
nesses showcasing Worcestershire’s
excellence in tourism and hospitality.”

Among the accolades are the Accessible
and Inclusive Tourism Award, Business
Events Venue of the Year, Camping,
Glamping and Holiday Park of the Year,

Experience of the Year, Festival and
Event of the Year, Large Hotel of the Year
and Large Visitor Attraction of the Year.

Others include the New Tourism
Business of the Year, Pub of the Year,
Regenerative Tourism Award, Self
Catering Accommodation of the Year,
Small Hotel of the Year/Small Serviced
Accommodation Provider of the Year,
Small Visitor Attraction of the Year, Taste
of Worcestershire Award and the Unsung
Hero Award.

Last year’s winners have seen signifi-
cant benefits including increased visibil-
ity, new business opportunities, accred-

ited quality assurance and boosted staff
morale.

Businesses will find out if they have
been shortlisted for the awards by the end
of August this year.

To support the applicants, Visit
‘Worcestershire have provided a range of
helpful tools and guidance to simplify the
process on the Tourism Awards page - go
to: visitworcestershire.org/trade/tourism-
awards/ for more.

Last year’s winners in the Visit
Worcestershire Tourism Awards. s

JOHNSONS

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT GREAT DAY OUT

‘Club Class’ Extra Legroom or Luxury Traveller

Coaches.

Entrance and Admission Charges included.
Depart from 38 local Boarding Points with

reserved seating.

oo

Ironbridge &

Skipton Canal
i Buscobel House

Cruise

A il

RAF Cosford Air
Show, Telford

% Al

RHS

Hampton
Court Palace
Garden Festival

2/RHS

Thu 3 July 2025

Mon 2 June 2025 Thu 5 June 2025 Sun 8 June 2025
£72.50pp £54.50pp £69.50pp
Crich Tramway RHS Hampton Court Kennet Horse-
Village Garden Festival Drawn Boat Cruise

Tue 8 July 2025

& So much more on offer!

{beo 8009
Pomrs
'

- - %)

“
TME VIEWS © TREASURE THE
v

BRAND NEW! Summer 2025 Day
Excursion & Express Excursion
Brochures... OUT NOW

Start planning your Summer days out today, 104 Day Trips to
choose from with Return Coach Travel and Admissions included!
Over 60 Express Departures from our Depot in Henley-in-Arden.
Don't hesitate, get booking today!
Scan the QR code to get view the digital copy of the Brochures!

8
NEW EXCURSIONS.

PricE -
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Stockwood <« S o Y ow

Community Benefit Society S P RI N G
Co-Own the farm which inspired BBC’s F E S T | VA |_

“The Archers”!

Stockwood Business Park lies in the we are excited to get going. Our question to
beautiful Worcestershire countryside within  you is will you help, would you enjoy this a
easy reach of the main travel routes that journey as much as we do? If so please do

stretch out from the Midlands and around join us for the next exciting chapter of
the UK. A busy yet peaceful hub of activity =~ Stockwood Community Benefit Societies 1 O A M = 3 P M
set within the working organic and journey.

biodynamic Rush Farm. You can find out more by scanning the QR \‘ l /s DELICIOUS FO U D . C REATIVE CRAFTS

Rush Farm is at the heart of the Stockwood  code, following us on social media or

Community Benei Society mission. __ emaiing s using he detas below—we'd (0=~ TRACTOR TRAILER RIDES . VISIT THE LAMBS
rcen fields, streams and woodland there s .. 7/ DEMONSTRATIONS . WORKSHOPS
a network of footpaths and bridlepaths for / ’ LOCAL ARTISAN STALLS

members, tenants and the public to enjoy.

Thanks to regenerative biodynamic farming FREE ENTRY & PARKING# 5.( =
y S
72T
3 b d Community Benefit Society & Busil

rm

practices, Rush Farm sequesters over 3,400
tons of CO2 per year which is offsetting the
equivalent of about 420 UK households.
With 9 bird species on the RSPB red list
and 8 on the amber list, Rush Farm
provides a haven for birds and wildlife alike,
while producing delicious, healthy and 5 Stoc 3
woodcbs.org - facebook.com/CoOwnRush|
AETTEN 3 INSULENEN Y050
access to our pasture fed beef and lamb and ; I : l '
our organic vegetables. Thi . . T au ‘
2 5 . s advert is a bit of a plea. Raising
W Rl onionivitg Gl capial s lough n these times when the ! SUPPORT LOCAL
: s : S 3 media brings us such frightful news day .
refg’tg}‘:'ra“o“ha’f b;xtﬂtl)oats, ’:nemr dcflg’t’ after day, hour after hour. The thing to COME & MEET
bR S znw:z]egt?:;?;no?n o remember is that there is so much hope. X :
yCesEl. So much we can do to make the future a Beth + Bee Village Fabrics

nesses

sustainable food. Members of Stockwood
Community Benefit Society are able to be
part of the life of Rush Farm through our
fortnightly members newsletter, farm walks
and volunteer days, as well as having direct

trad_es and wonderful people. Stockwood . truly positive one. Not because you are _ Personalised and eco conscious Come along for FREE demos and
" business park has been under the leadership using the right phone or driving the newest i greeting cards. Personalised talks, stay for a Make and Take
. of Stockwood Community Benefit Society flashiest electric vehicle but because the J Jyy, While you wait or order online workshop and check out our
e for the last past 10 years with over 400 very sun will shine and the rain will fall, and the - ~and collect on the day. special Birthday Offers.
~ loyal investors. During this time we have soil is cared for and brings us truly ) | www.bethandbee.com www.villagefabrics.co.uk
* installed a large solar array on the top of nutritious food — not a lab grown lettuce _
EEER TR EERS CUERLE NN IR SRR fhat has never felf the suns rays or the rain N ﬁ::;‘s’f,‘;‘,‘;‘ig;f:f Sunflower Soft Furnishings
have a huge ground source heat plant that against its leaves. The animals will thrive ) Pk Bespoke.curtains and blinds by
i 3 " made in alittle village in Sunflower Soft Furnishings. Come
keeps us all warm during the harsh winters. on the nutrients generated by the Wi hi g8
7 z 3 P P/ f : QECESTErSIEC: and see us to discover latest ranges S
We have paid 5% interest to our investors mycorrhizal activity in the soil meaning g S ar po =
every year until 2022. We pride ourselves on  WIETREYR L MR TR N E TN - Thomas Fischer Interiors 279 Serviceswe offer.
doing all we can to become a centre of of methane talked of in the news. The bees We invite you to visit our design A . =
sustainability. We thrive to work with pollinate our crops giving us the sweetest 8 studiol Discoverhow wecan  VOBOTWE -
" integrity at every step of the way doing our honey. Animals from cows to shrews, birds EEESE wansformyour space intoa Czj:‘e:,;?on ;:o,:ra ;Zﬁfw
| utmost to be of support to our tenants, the and insects, all do their bit together in 5 Beunning reflection of your SEhesPAN ahARAveEEs e a
' aim to build a community here at maintaining the ecosystem and your J o vithouscompletedntenior: L ditibnal vak pegs
Stockwood where the businesses and farm investment protects them. Rain falls to EEN\_ g design and soft furnishings. Wattle snd daubing e
| worksside by side towards a carefully feed the farmland, sunlight provides power, " ThePpantry plastering-and lime pointing.
curated future. the earth warms our on-site buildings, Cafe and shop for delicious
Our aim of course is to become more waste is turned into electricity and there homeniade local Footl orgariic & MORE...
sustainable, in as many ways as possible. In we have it. This most beautiful space in ] veg: fruit, inhormogenised milk ] (7
order to do this we need, to put it bluntly, Worcestershire is transformed into a and pantry essentials. s’
pay off our mortgage so that we can become Slleal"abl_e P’30? to W?’k, learn and be .
wholly community owned. We are halfway The most incredible thing about all this is

there but with such hikes in interest this not just that it’s happening here at .
year, well, you know the rest! We are eager Stockwood but that you can be part of it,
to, for example, improve our buildings, part of our journey. It’s easy to invest.

make them more environmentally friendly Scan the QR code, write to us or follow us
and invest in a plant where we can burn our  USZCIUELERIR LG R IR L

rubbish to create energy. So many ideas and AU
™ ~ » B Y27 N “' 2 4 EE et A
N PRGN i RN G A
Stockwood Community Benefit Society Ltd
Stockwood, Nr Redditch B96 6SX

Mutuals Register Number: 31920R
Charity-at-law Number: EW02073
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SEVERN Trent is building a

new &£15million distribution

service reservoir to boost
water supplies in Worcestershire.

‘Work has begun on the scheme
in Bournheath, Bromsgrove, to con-
struct the huge new storage facility,
which will offer an extra two mega-
litres (2million litres) of water for
the area.

Other planned projects to secure
water supplies in Worcestershire
include drilling new boreholes, a
&£14million scheme which is due to
be completed later this year.

James Strumidlo, 26, is Severn
Trent’s project manager for the new
service reservoir scheme.

He said: “Having enough water
storage for when customers need
it is more important than ever, as
we face the increasing demands
of climate change and population

Severn Trent’s project manager James

Strumidlo says having sufficient

water capacity for customers is more

important than ever. s

growth.

“Distribution service reservoirs
are a vital part of our water net-
work, as they help us to meet extra
demand in areas like Worcestershire
when needed.”

The water resilience schemes
follow Severn Trent receiving the
green light from regulator Ofwat in
December to invest some $£15bil-
lion in sector-leading plans for the
region over five years.

This includes a £320million invest-
ment programme for Worcestershire
to improve service for customers,
boost water supplies, improve river
health and create 7,000 new jobs
across the region.

Benefits for customers in
Worcestershire include investing
$6b6million to increase capacity
at the Strensham water treatment
works.
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Rangers pass a key
milestone in visits

SEVERN Trent has marked a
significant milestone with its
River Rangers reaching 10,000
visits to rivers and waterways
across the region.

This highlights the essential
work the River Rangers have been
doing since their launch in 2022
to monitor water quality, protect
local rivers, and engage with and
contribute towards in their local
communities.

The team of 11 River Rangers
have been at the forefront of
Severn Trent’s efforts to improve
river health and environmental pro-
tection across a range of rivers,
streams and brooks.

Areas in focus for the rang-
ers include Worcestershire,
Birmingham, Black Country,
Coventry, Warwickshire,
Leicestershire, Derbyshire,
Nottinghamshire, Shropshire,
Staffordshire and Sutton Park in
Sutton Coldfield.

Their work includes regular
inspections, testing for ammonia,
phosphate and chlorine, and tak-
ing part in conservation activities
to support the local wildlife and
habitats.

Lauren Quinn, a Severn Trent’s
Senior River Ranger, said: “From
inspecting outfalls to engaging with
the public, every day provides me
with a new challenge and an oppor-
tunity to make a real difference.

“It’s rewarding to know the work

we do is having a direct impact on
the quality of local rivers, as well as
raising awareness about the impor-
tance of conservation.”

Lauren, from Coventry, who has
previously worked in environmental
laboratory testing and site monitor-
ing across the Midlands, is passion-
ate about rivers, and maintaining
habitats for local wildlife.

The River Rangers also play an
important role in educating people
about water quality and encourag-
ing participation in conservation
activities. The team regularly engag-
es with residents, citizen science
groups and public officials to raise
awareness about the importance of
keeping rivers clean and healthy.

Gareth Mead, Severn Trent’s River
Ranger Manager, added: “Reaching
10,000 visits while meeting more

Severn Trent’s
River Rangers
have now
notched up
10,000 visits
across the
region. s

than 2,400 customers is testament
to the dedication and hard work of
our River Rangers.

“These visits and inspections are
not just about gathering data - they
help to ensure we are working
quickly to resolve any potential
issues that may impact the region’s
rivers.

“Our team of River Rangers have
become an important part of our
approach to environmental protec-
tion, and we are proud of the differ-
ence they are making.”

As Severn Trent moves forward,
the River Rangers will continue
their important work in protecting
water quality, engaging with local
communities, and supporting the
broader efforts that help maintain
the health of rivers for future gen-
erations.

~. Lunchtime Specials and

‘ Under 60s Menu £9.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £8.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £11.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £17.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Colleagues frn{ Platform

Housing Group with Anita

Hill from the NSPCC. s
]

ousin rll
backing NSPCC
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STAFF from Platform
Housing Group are
gearing up for a year
of fundraising in sup-
port of children’s char-
ity NSPCC.

From the start of this
month to March 31 2026, the
NSPCC (National Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children) will be the organi-
sation’s official corporate
charity, with colleagues ral-
lying together to raise funds
through a variety of creative
and challenging activities.

Anita Hill, corporate part-
nerships manager at NSPCC,
added: “We are delighted to
become the charity of the

year partner of Midlands
based Platform Housing
Group this year. Their 2025
fundraising plans are already
well under way and I am
personally excited to work
with the team at Platform to
see what creative ways they
will raise vital funds for the
NSPCC.

“Working together we will
help keep children safe.”

The NSPCC has been fight-
ing for every childhood and
to prevent child abuse since
1884.

Their mission is to protect
children, prevent abuse, and
support those who need it
most.

Platform Housing Group

is proud to stand alongside
them in their vital work. Clare
Durnin, executive director
of corporate resources at
Platform Housing Group and
member of the fundraising
committee, said: “As a social
housing provider, supporting
our communities is at the
heart of everything we do.

“Each year, our colleagues
nominate a corporate char-
ity that aligns with our val-
ues and the communities we
serve.

“We're thrilled to be part-
nering with the NSPCC this
year and can’t wait to see the
weird and wonderful ways
our teams will fundraise for
this vital cause.”
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Call 01527 579679 or email admissions@bromsgrove-school.co.uk
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www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
720 pupils aged 2 - 13 1060 pupils aged 13 - 18
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FREE - BAR WEEKENDS
**Three Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast

**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment
**Qptional Coach Pick Up **FREE BAR 6pm-10pm

Friday 25th Apr - Monday 28th Apr ~ Was £289 NOW £235pp
Friday 2nd May - Monday 5th May ~ Was £289 NOW £249pp
Friday 9th May - Monday 12th May ~ Was £289 NOW £239pp
Friday 16th May - Monday 19th May  Was £289 NOW £239pp
Friday 23rd May - Monday 26th May  Was £299 NOW £255pp
Friday 6th June - Monday 9th June  Was £299 NOW £249pp
Friday 13th June - Monday 16th June Was £305 NOW £254pp

FANTASTIC FIVE DAY BREAKS

**Four Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment
**Qptional Coach Pick Up

Monday 21st Apr - Friday 25th Apr Was £279 NOW £239pp
Monday 5th May - Friday 9th May Was £299 NOW £245pp
Monday 7th July - Friday 11th July Was £340 NOW £285pp
Monday 14th July - Friday 18th July ~ Was £325 NOW £285pp
Monday 11th Aug - Friday 15th Aug ~ Was £349 NOW £295pp
Monday 25th Aug - Friday 29th Aug ~ Was £349 NOW £295pp
Monday 8th Sept - Friday 12th Sept ~ Was £355 NOW £289pp

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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LEFT: Severn
Trent teamed
up with the
National
Trust to plant
thousands of
trees. s

RIGHT:
Treflach Farm
in Oswestry,
Shropshire,
received
wetlands and
biodiversity
funding. s
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Nature given a Great Big Boost

NEW WILDLIFE habitats
are being created across the
Midlands by the region’s
water supplier.

Severn Trent has been boosting
biodiversity by creating new habi-
tats across the area.

In 2020, the company launched
its Great Big Nature Boost commit-
ments, planting 1.3million trees and
helping to improve and enhance
5,000 hectares of habitat — and the
latest figures have revealed that
more than11,500 hectares is now
thriving across the region.

Severn Trent has released photos
showing how the schemes, includ-
ing projects with the National Trust
and Wildlife Trusts, have created
improved habitats for fauna and
flora, trees and wildlife.

They include sphagnum moss,
planted to aid peatland restora-
tion across Combs Moss moorland
in the Peak District. As well as
restoring nature-rich habitats the
project, led by Moors for the Future
Partnership, helps reduce potential
flooding and boosts water quality.

Severn Trent also teamed up with
the National Trust to plant thou-
sands of trees across Derbyshire to
create new Clough Woodlands.

Other biodiversity projects have
included helping fund the reintro-
duction of families of beavers to
‘Willington Wetlands in Derbyshire
and the Idle Valley Nature Reserve
in Nottinghamshire for the first
time in 800 years.

The schemes, run by Derbyshire
and Nottinghamshire Wildlife

Trusts, have seen the cute mam-
mals create dams to slow flow from
waterways and onto wetlands, to
help prevent flooding.

Bryony Harrison, senior biodi-
versity project manager at Severn
Trent, praised her team and part-
ners for delivering the projects.

She said: “We're delighted to
have helped create so many won-
derful new habitats, including many
with our partners and community
groups.

“Our team are very proud of
delivering these projects — but mak-
ing sure we are doing the right
thing for nature.

“I've always been passionate
about the environment from child-
hood so, this has been the dream
job for me.”

Other projects have included cre-
ating flower rich road-side verges
in Shropshire and reinstating mead-
ows in Warwickshire to boost popu-
lations of wildflowers, fungi, bees,
butterflies and bats.

Severn Trent has also supported
farmers across the region to make
biodiversity improvements on their
farms, helping to reduce the use of
pesticides, planting hedgerows and
to improve river water quality.

And the water company has also
helped fund flower-rich mini-mead-
ows on farmlands across the region,
which support bees and butterflies.
The meadows improve water qual-
ity by acting as a natural filter to
help with flood prevention.

Bryony’s award-winning team
also help with ensuring Severn

Trent capital projects have a posi-
tive environmental impact, with the
aim of boosting ‘biodiversity net
gain’ at each site.

Bryony looked back over the past
five years to recall her favourite
moments, adding: “I was there the
day they released the beavers at
Derbyshire, who are great for help-
ing biodiversity. The beavers just
looked back at us — then swam off.

“I also love how we have helped
so many smaller community groups
with our Boost for Biodiversity
grants.

“Schemes have ranged from seed-
ing projects to creating pond links
to boost habitats for amphibians
and birds. Helping communities
with these schemes has been really
rewarding.”
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Part of the JOHNSONS family

Travel in comfort on our High Quality Coaches, with a
choice of Local Boarding Points and Admissions Included.
Book Today to secure your seat!

RHS Malvern Spring
Festival

RHS Malvern
Spring Festival _

Th 8 = Sun 11 May 2025

Warwick Castle

RAF Cosford Air
Show

Sun 15 June 2025

SIRHS 5 ‘ :
sun 11 May 2025 Sat31May 2025 || Sun8June 2025
£47.50pp £41.50pp £55.50pp
Woburn Safari Park S MaLTEai Highclere Castle

Railway

Sat 21 June 2025

Sun 6 July 2025

Or Experience an Express Excursion for ONLY £25pp!

Choose from over 50 Destinations, One Speedy Boarding

Point at our Depot, Return Coach Travel and Free Time to
do as you please - Check out the Brochure Today.

Call our Reservations Teamon 01564 245 145 to book!

Local Boarding
POINTS

\'/

Free Secure

Reserved
SEATING PARKING

hittles

Over 100
TRIPS.

Great

Don't hesitate, get booking today!

Scan the QR code to view the digital

copy of the Brochures!

ut by Coach

BRAND NEW'! Summer 2025 Express &
Day Excursion Brochure... OUT NOW!

Start planning your Summer days out
today, Over 100 Trips to choose from!
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Busy Bees opens a forest school at the Droitwich nursery. Photo by Richard
Grange/United National Photography (UNP). s

Exploring the
great outdoors

A NURSERY in Droitwich has shared
its excitement in opening a brand-new
forest school in a bid to ignite a love of
nature to support children’s learning and
development.

Busy Bees Droitwich, on Worcester Road,
officially opened its forest school this week
and is available to pre-school children cur-
rently attending.

Led by a trained forest school practitioner,
the school offers a range of enriching out-
door activities to engage children in hands-
on learning experiences, using only natural
resources from the surrounding environ-
ment.

From bird watching and plant identifica-
tion to learning about fire safety, the environ-
ment emphasises the importance of problem-
solving and understanding of the world in a
fun and educational way.

The forest school is located just a few min-
utes’ walk on the grounds of Dorset House
Nursing Home, where the nursery and home
work closely together to foster a sense of
community.

The nursery is managed by Centre Director,
Lucy Price, who has a passion for the envi-
ronment and sustainability. She said she was
‘excited for the new space which she felt
would prepare children for the outdoor world
and for school’.

Lucy said: “We believe children flourish

when they are encouraged to connect with
the world around them.

“I believe this outdoor space will provide
our children with invaluable life skills.

“Not only will they learn about nature, but
they’ll also develop resilience, confidence
and independence.”

“Our families are thrilled about the school,
as the children love spending time outdoors
and exploring nature.

“We can’t wait to invite our families to
visit and experience this wonderful space
themselves.”

In addition to the Forest School, Busy Bees
Droitwich has launched an energy efficiency
scheme, a collaborative effort involving both
the children and the nursery team.

Since August 2024, the entire nursery has
been actively participating in switching off
the lights at 10am and 2pm when rooms are
not in use, teaching the children the impor-
tance of sustainability and energy conserva-
tion.

Lucy and Sam, assistant centre director,
are also members of the Busy Bees Eco
Ambassadors Network which plays a key role
in shaping sustainability efforts.

The nursery also has an Eco Committee
where the pre-schoolers share their sustain-
ability ideas.

Visit:  busybeeschildcare.co.uk/nursery/
droitwich for more information.
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New art exhibition at the library

A NEW exhibition has launched at Redditch
Library, showing art created by 40 people
in 20 different prisons across the UK and
America.

The We Roar exhibition is a the first
of its kind to tour nine prisons consecu-
tively in 2024. Library visitors can see
the free exhibition at Redditch Library for
the month of April, as well as joining free
events, such as art workshops, poetry per-
formances and film screenings.

The exhibition offers a rare insight into
mass incarceration in the US and UK,
with artwork and poetry by the different
prisoners.

All exhibitors were sent a poem and

two paintings as an inspirational starting
point for the project and were given crea-
tive mentoring, led by artist Faye Claridge
partnering with Novus (UK) and the Prison
Creative Arts Project (USA).

Faye said: “The public doesn’t usually
have access to prison experiences directly
from incarcerated people so it’s really
powerful to share these artworks and
poems.

“Each also has a statement and some
mention ambitions for the project to help
‘the world to become a less judgemental
place’ and ‘to convey the fact that all pris-
oners are human’. They're emotional and
inspiring.”

All bookings and enquiries can be made on
Facebook @bridge to beauty or Webpage
https://bridgetobeauty.co.uk
Based in Greenlands Business Centre
Redditch B98 7HD

BRIDGE

TO BEAUTY

ring all manner of
ns under one roof,
ing a one stop shop to

g balanced, relaxed, uplifted
motivated.

Feeling good from both the inside
and out.

Noone leaves without feeling
anything less than beautiful both
mentally and physically.

When we feel beautiful, we glow.

All of our sessions focus on mental
well-being as well as physical
appearance offered at affordable
prices.

Bridge To Beauty care about each
and every one of our clients in all
aspects including mental health and
wellbeing and our treatments can
achieve a higher level of serotonin,
so let us be your happy place.
Treatments include massages,
luxury facials, waxing, lash and
brows, manicures, pedicures,
aesthetics, gel nails, reiki, hot
stones and spray tanning

We

By Appointment to
His Majesty King Charles 111
Medallists
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd

Bromsgrove

Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
Buy Medals, Coins, Jewellery,
Gold and Silver

Experts available Monday to Friday,
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.
Home visits available on request.
collectables@worcmedal.com

01527 835375
07889757199
124 High Street, Bromsgrove. B61 8HJ '
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Fire Walking

At The Oaks

Join us for an exhilarating evening of Firewalking to

support The Care Workers’ Charity.

All proceeds go to support The Care Workers' Charity,

helping those who care for us.

24th April

4pm

The Oaks Care Home,
150 Rubery lane,
B459AY

01527910497

THE GLEN CAMPBELL STORY

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

WALKING groups
across Worcestershire
and Herefordshire are
collaborating to launch
a campaign towards a
healthier lifestyle for
residents across the
regions.

Worcesershire Health
Walks and Herefordshire’s
‘Wellbeing Walks groups are
encouraging people to get
involved in the Walk This
May Challenge.

The challenge invites peo-
ple to see how many times
they can collectively walk 53
miles, the length of the bor-
der between the two coun-
ties.

‘Whether participants are
seasoned walkers or new to
physical activity, this chal-
lenge is designed to bring
people together and promote
getting active.

The event runs from
Monday, May 12, to Sunday,
May 25, and offers an oppor-
tunity to meet new people,
increase physical activity and
reap the numerous health
benefits of walking.

Stephen Brewster,
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Taking steps to
Walk This May

Active Herefordshire and
Worcestershire CEO said:
“We are really excited to
offer this new challenge for
regular walkers and new join-
ers this May.

“If you've been looking for
a new challenge or way to get
moving more, we are ready to
welcome you.”

The ‘Walk This May
Challenge’ is a joint project
led by Active Herefordshire
and Worcestershire,
Herefordshire Council, and
Worcestershire County
Council.

Zoe Clifford, Director
of Public Health for
Herefordshire Council said:

“This month, we’re inviting
everyone to take part in our
‘Walk This May Challenge.

“Joining these organised
walks is a fantastic way to be
active, have fun, and enjoy
quality time with friends both
old and new.”

Visit worcestershire.gov.
uk/HealthWalks and her-
efordshire.gov.uk/walkthis-
may for more information.

A Worcestershire Health
Walk from The Land Oak
Pub, off the Birmingham
Road, Kidderminster for

National Walking Month

2025. s

Join us for a nighl‘ of music, memories,
and celebration as we honour

the Rhinestone Cowboy himself in this
one-of-a-kind theatrical production!

l] =2

Featuring live performances of Glen's most iconic hits—including
“Rhinestone Cowboy”, "Wichita Lineman”, "By the Time | Get to
Phoenix” and many more

“WHAT A GREAT SHOW - WE'D
DEFINITELY RECOMMEND ITI"

Yk kkk

rhinestonecowboyshow.com

/{;al?ﬂ &cm

APR 26 2025

19:30

MAY 1O 2025
19:30

ARTRIX

BROMSGROVE

‘IF YOU CAN GET TO SEE THIS
SHOW THEN YOU ABSOLUTELY

MUST!

L8 2.8 8 ¢
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Film set to drive
audiences wild

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.
com

A SCREENING of the
25-minute film ‘Save Our
Wild Isles - Hungry for
Change’ will take place
at 7.15pm on Tuesday,
April 22, at Millfields
and District Social Club
in Bromsgrove.

The event has been organ-
ised by Bromsgrove Climate
Action, a subgroup of Friends
of the Earth.

Places are free but people
need to book them before-
hand and drinks will be avail-
able from the bar from 8pm.

There will also be a discus-
sion after the film which is
about bringing nature back
into the food production sys-
tem and moving to a model of
agriculture where better meat
is produced and consumed.

Bromsgrove Climate Action
says if people can reduce
their meat consumption by
30 per cent, it would make
a significant difference to
greenhouse gas emissions
and to nature.

A number of issues are
explored through the film.

One is financial support
for farmers so they can be

-~

SAVE OUR

WILD ISLES

Hungry for
Change

climate and nature heroes
by storing more carbon and
protecting biodiversity on
their land whilst feeding the
nation.

Another is about a more
regenerative model of agricul-
ture where nature is brought
back to farms and wider land-
scapes, including wildflower
verges, hedgerows, trees and
ponds - all vital habitats for
our wildlife.

And reducing food waste is
another key factor.

In the UK, £603million per
year comes from contribution
of pollinators to the value
of food produced but, since
2004, insect abundance has
dropped by 64 per cent.

The UK food system has

" Whyis our food system ane of the biggest causes of nature oss?

undergone years of intensifi-
cation, industrialisation and
increased use of pesticides
and fertilisers. It is the big-
gest cause of biodiversity
loss in the UK.

Email: hungryforchange@
creativedge.uk for further
details.

Search for ‘Save Our Wild
Isles’ and ‘Bromsgrove’ as
the location at eventbrite.
com to find the event and
book tickets.

People can also scan the
QR Code on the picture to
book.

The screening of ‘Save
Our Wild Isles - Hungry
for Change’ takes place
in Bromsgrove on
Tuesday. s
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Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

company
Birmingham

Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding

Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing

Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cindding 5 Roollng Lid
s |

Ro

you can trust

- 0121 667 8938

Are you looking to
improve or enlarge
your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or driveway
in Coventry, Bromsgrove,

Redditch, Kidderminster, Solihull
and Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We've designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not
be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction
and unlike other driveway companies,
with us you pay absolutely nothing
upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save
upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559

07773 911552

www.drives4u.co.uk

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk
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Group’s classic prison comedy
was certainly one to remember

RUBERY Drama Group’s
Jail Birds was not only very
traditional British situation
comedy at its best, but was
also one of the funniest plays
I had seen this year.

Playing to a packed Beacon
Church Centre, the talented cast
were tasked with portraying a
group of characters who had clear-
ly known each other for a long
time (think ‘they could finish each
other’s sentences’). And they rose
to the challenge.

The comedy by Colin Barrow
takes place in the communal area of
HMP Con-em-all and centres on the
inmates, prison officer, governor
and a hapless - and often outra-
geous - nurse.

The first act set the scene well
with plenty of great comedy and
one-liners and then, in the second,
that level of humour was taken to a
new level.

Every member of the cast played
their part.

Cast performances

These included Wendy Pardoe
as Emma, the sometimes grumpy
but genius painting forger, Paula
Hogarth as technology wizard Jane,
Vicky Routh as the matriarchal
Sandra, Jayne Jones as horticultural
expert Sonia and Charlotte Murphy
as ‘adult chat line operator’ and
former brothel owner Jenny.

Among the rest of the Jail Birds
was Jo Anscombe as Angela and
Sharon Lawrence who played the
bizarre ‘flatulent’ Mary - she did not
say a word during the whole pro-
duction, just shuffled about break-
ing wind.

Each of those characters had
obviously been caught breaking the
law on the outside but were being
far more successful under the nose
of the - now complicit - governor
(excellently played by Paul Harris)

and Officer Parker (David Smith)
- he played the role well too, resem-
bling a ‘Blakey’ character from
ITV’s On The Buses.

Ian Kimberley Ryan was as solid
as ever in the role of Lewis who, a
former locksmith, used his skills to
slip his all-male wing to get to the
women’s section which was a lot
cushier.

If you had to choose one stand-out
performance, it would go to Helen
‘Watton as Nurse Dawson. Her hap-

less character and her anecdotes of
people she had (mostly unsuccess-
fully) treated, the methods used and
the unfortunate outcomes had the
audience in hysterics. In a Victoria
‘Wood-esque northern accent, you
were captivated by her crazy tales
that - even in these days of a strug-
gling NHS - made your eyes water.
I have watched Helen in a number
of different roles over the years but
this, by far, was her funniest. She
was made for the part.

Social comment

There was also a degree of social
comment - presented in a comedic
way - in this production about pris-
on life being ‘luxurious’.

The inmates - with a sense of
entitlement more associated with
the upper middle and upper classes
- had both the governor and the
officer wrapped around their little
fingers and in the palms of their
hands. So much so, that rather than
vying for parole, they would not
want to be anywhere else.

Well done to director Diane
Trueman and this talented cast
which certainly delivered for her -
this two-hour show felt like you had
binge-watched four episodes of a
new - but classic - British sitcom.

Remembering Dave Morris

The production was dedicated
to founding member and long-time
director and performer Dave Morris
who passed away recently. Everyone
involved did him proud - he would
have loved this show and the way
it was staged. It epitomises what
Rubery Drama Group is all about
and what it has become renowned
for since its inception.

Tristan Harris

The cast put on a memorable
production of Jail Birds. s
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WALK IN

Standard

LLANDUDNO & SCENIC SNOWDONIA
Departing Mon 2 Jun 25

Experience five great days away to discover the beautiful
coastline and spectacular scenery of North Wales, along
with the elegant, refined attractions of Llandudno and the
magnificent Showdonia National Park, where we visit historic
towns and quaint villages.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at the Grand Hotel, Llandudno (JG2+ rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Entertainment some evenings
v/ Excursions to Betws-y-Coed, Conwy, Llanberis & Caernarfon
Optional excursion to Llangollen (£12pp)

P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG
- Book by 02 May 2025

5 Days by Coach om@ £339

Single Supplement £75
For more information, or to book, please call

OSG

03332 342 514

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG
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HEW LLOYD WEBBER
SUMMER 2025

EVITA AT THE PALLADIUM MATINEE
SHOW & LONDON

Departing Sat 9 Aug ‘25, Sat 23 Aug ‘25

Join us for a performance Evita at the Palladium Theatre,

telling the story of Eva Perdn, from her early life of poverty

to the highest office in Argentina. Don’t miss this spectacular

musical, with a score full of iconic songs like Don’t

Cry For Me Argentina.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) outside
London with full English breakfast

¢/ Grand Circle ticket (matinee performance)

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Ticket upgrades available

£169

2 Days by Coach o

Single Supplement £50

Operated by Just Go Holidays Ltd. Coach package holidays and short breaks are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions.
Your booking s protected by Bonded Coach Kolidays (BCH) and the Assod
ihis s a government approved consumer protection scheme. Tours of
rrors and omissions excepled. Prices per person, besed on two people sheri Sanied
withinincusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates appy. Prices are correct a the time of printing and willbe [Sog -

for bookings made on or before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are subject to fluctuation

THE SHOES
OF AN ICON

ELVIS

EVOLUTION

THE IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE

ELVIS EVOLUTION & LONDON

Departing Sun 10 Aug 25, Sun 5 Oct ‘25

He is the ‘King of Rock and Roll’ whose legacy cannot be
underestimated, and now we can experience Elvis Presley’s
legendary journey for ourselves at Elvis Evolution in London.
Don’t miss your chance to see this celebration of one of
music’s greatest icons.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) outside
London with breakfast

v/ Admission to Elvis Evolution
¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

£229

2 Days by Coach o

Single Supplement £50

s
BRITISH
TRAVEL
AWARDS
2024
BEST COMPANY
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS
ABTOT

ciation of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust Limited (ABTOT),
subjctto avallabilty and government guidel e
a double/twin room. Calls to 033

&

Rolidn/s




WATER ACTIVITIES
 THIS EASTER

KAYAKING = PEDALOS - fOW BOATS

ON THE WATER FROM APRIL 12TH

BOOK YOUR SESSION TODAY: ARROWVALLEY.CO.UK

BOOKING FEE APPLIES
10 ONLINE BODKINGS.
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As we step into spring, expert
issues a wildflower warning

AN EYE-watering
£5,000 fine - or even a
six month prison sen-
tence - could be faced
by anyone who feels the
urge to pick a flower
or two on their way
home.

With spring upon us and
bursts of colour appear in
many of the region’s parks
and village greens, people
may feel the urge to take
home daffodils or bluebells -
but by doing that, they might
be breaking the law.

As daffodils and other wild-
flowers begin brightening up
the landscape, it is important
to admire them without dis-
turbing their natural habitat.

‘What the law says

Under the 1968 Theft Act
and the 1981 Wildlife and
Countryside Act, it is illegal
in the UK to ‘pick, uproot
or destroy any wild plant
without permission from the
landowner or occupier’.

This applies to flowers
from any park, roundabout
or verge that is maintained
by a council or community
organisation.

Julian de Bosdari, CEO
at plant nursery Ashridge -

ashridgetrees.co.uk - said:
“With the weather getting
warmer as we head into
spring, daffodils and other
lovely wildflowers, such as
bluebells and primroses, are
once again coming back into
season.

‘Don’t be tempted’

He added: “It may seem
tempting to gather them
while spending the day out-
doors, especially if you are
on a romantic outing, but
doing so can harm the envi-
ronment and lead to serious
legal consequences.

“Respecting wildlife laws
not only prevents you from
breaking the bank and ruin-
ing your month but also
helps preserve the beauty of
the UK’s landscapes, ensur-
ing they remain enjoyable
for everyone—and for a long
time.”

Besides daffodils, flow-
ers such as bluebells, snow-
drops, primroses and wild
orchids, are also protected
under the law, so people are
urged to keep their hands off
them this spring.

The gardening expert
warns that, while these flow-
ers should be left on the
ground no matter where, the

areas where picking flowers
is prohibited include coun-
cil-owned parks, National
Trust properties and nature
reserves and Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI).

Picture perfect

Mr de Bosdari added:
“Instead of picking the flow-
ers, a better way to immor-
talise the moment is to take a
photo of the landscape - hun-
dreds or thousands of flow-
ers blooming together will
certainly look more beauti-
ful than a single, withering
flower in your hand.

“If you really want to bring
spring home, consider plant-
ing them in your garden or in
indoor vases.

“You can find and purchase
different seeds, bulbs, and
even bare-root species online
or in physical shops - this
way, you help preserve the
environment for everyone
while bringing colour and life
to your home.”

Picking wildflowers can
lead to a £5,000 fine or
even a six month prison
sentence. s
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SPRING INTO SUMMER
WITH A WELL-DESERVED BREAK
AT COFTON PARK MANOR

RESIDENTIAL CARE | DEMENTIA CARE | NURSING CARE | SHORT BREAKS

Join us for an indulgent escape, and enjoy three weeks for the price of two
with our all-inclusive®, luxury package. Schedule a private tour today:
0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Cofton Park Manor, 466 Lickey Road, Cofton Hackett, B45 8UU

H

HAMBERLEY
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
N

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY
6 8 9 2

—L
(6)]
\l

w
N
(6)]
\o}
- W oo|o®

HARD

ACROSS DOWN

1. Quote (4) 1. Box (8)

3. Crusade (8) 2. Poisonous (5)

9. Harmful (7) 4. Agree (6)

10. Morning reception (5) > Lowes‘t R.AF
commission (5-7)

11. Ingrained habit (6,6) 6. Upside down (7)

13. Foreign (6) 7. Requirement (4)

15. Anew (6) 8. Agreeing by

chance (12)
12. Stormy (8)
14. Eye-specialist (7)

17. Irrational belief (12)
20. Distort (5)

21. Raise (7) 16. Declare (6)

22. Maim (8) 18. Angry (5)

23. Exceedingly (4) 19. Separate particular (4)
g
(e

9 6 £ 2

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Makeup bag contents

[L|STTTBUTOURELUE
IPIOONDNORCAGHS
PKCCSBSSCSNMELA
OWSUELURREAEYOB
EDSSEYSETWEDRAY
RTIHAEHZEELCMER
OKWODREPGLISESE
HLTINZEILOLHBRH
RPAOORRELSOPLUS
INDNRBEYISNAIES
MUOFOUGECNEORYE
ERERELALASPWBEH
AMNIREECNHCALAS
SRALEYNEORUFSLE
CALIPLIRCLEREEY

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

6347 gives a bird;

9728 gives a second bird;

651172  gives a third bird.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

DIRT
Terrible
Goad
Time period
Moderate
Chew
BIKE

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

A?\

T P

Y

E R
CI|N

How you rate
15 words: average
20 words: good

25 words: very good
30 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

23 26 il 16

Hdad ddadaE &
il § Jad
i HddE &
. - i
23 117 1 11 28 |11 |19

N
" i 4 38 &

2!

HldNEdEE &
i

i
il HdddE # N
Hl 3 ddE
S .
" | " |

" |

N<XXS<C-UVWIOTDVOZIrX=—»IOmMmOUN®m>
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS

ACROSS 'u0)g 7 dwhzug |z
T —— " ‘uoik|g 0z ‘sewoy] g1 ‘sppssniy 81 nddQ /| ‘uodwis €1 ‘snssaN o apids 9
-, philologist and novelist whose wor : ; : | ’ : h -
i e oot and o ool e g ) IS Pt 590 ¢ ) L SIS | NIIOU STV 2 Tos L2
4,19 &8Across  Howard Spring novel published in i i e R o e i i
1940 (42,3.4) IS | ‘esin 71 ‘uewaq| || ‘piu3 6 nds g 1auleldy / s| aweq p UaY[oL | :SSOYIY
7 Fee paid to a barrister, etc., for a right to their piomsso.) aﬁpa|Mou)| |esauan
services if required (8)
8 See 4 Across "Wy G| ‘d%el| g1 ‘Hassy 9| 50 v “ispuny) 7|
9 & 20 Down Author of the Famous Five and ‘|EIUBPIUIO) § ‘PABN / ‘BSI9AU] 9 URDIYO-10]Id G JUBSSY {7 DIXO] 7 I3)SIUR) | :umoq
Secret _Seven series (4,6) "Kiap €7 'D1RInNN 7z ‘B1eA9)3 Lz AsImL 0Z ‘uonnsiadng /| lysauy G|
11 Of Spain and Portugal as one country (7) 110X3 €| ‘2INJeU puodas | | ‘3337 0| ‘SnoIxoN 6 ‘ubledwe) ¢ 831 | :ssony
12 &16Across  Constellation also known as the
Great Bear (4,5) piomssor)
14,19 & 5Down British statesman who refused to
take the oath of supremacy to Henry VIll as head ‘an|6 ysejaks ‘weand IN3QINOYd
of the Church and was executed for high treason IN0ju0) ‘s1azaam) ‘1dsuea]d ‘pieoq Aiawa ‘saysniq ‘ysijod jreu Bul
in 1535 (3,6,4) sso[6 dij ‘|puad moigaha ‘sayseaks as|e} ajnd ysejaka szuoiq IN
15 Surname of the second president of the US (5) ‘abnos ‘uonepunoj 1aul| ks “ajeaduod Yaul| dif ‘esedsew ‘awind
16 See 12 Across ‘|yox ‘mopeysaka ‘1aysn|q ‘spnq uo1j0d ‘senssiy. sapmod “pnsdry AYINIdYYD
19 See 4 Across
21 Inthe Bible, the twin brother of Jacob (4) iopuljyied [d3ymplo
22 Angela ---, Irish television presenter (7) 4=97 's=57 ‘7=
23 Inland departement in Normandy, noted for the V=€ 'Y=72 'H=17 307 1=61 '0=81 A=L1
powerful Percheron horses bred there (4) 4201 =51 ‘A=pL ¥=€1 V=1 ‘N=11 =01 i
25 King of the Greek gods (4) 026 1=8 ‘0= '1=9 'M=S 4=p 'X=¢ ' o faor e D o
26 An omamental textile fabric made by passing N=6 "1=8 ‘G=L 1=9 ‘M= 4= 'X=€ D=L "9=1 sleg ‘sjeq ‘@ie@ @lq ‘Hid
coloured threads among fixed warp threads (8) piomapo) ppe]
27 Sﬂor’flgrical poerln (6) A -
28  Short, devotional exercise in honour of the
Incarnation, repeated three times daily (7) c|e|L|S|9]}[V|6]8 S|e|8|6[9/c|h|L]Y
L|S|8|V|6]L]|2|€|9 v|1[2|L]|S|€]|9[8|6
DOWN 6/v|9]|8[/€|2|}|L]|S L1961 [¥|8]|S|€|C
1 The duke of Athens in A Midsummer- 6 In snooker, a rest with long legs, used 19 See 14 Across €/8/v|9|G|6fLjc|} b|S[Z]v|€/9])C /6|8
Night's Dream (7) to raise the cue above a ball (6) 20 See 9 Across 9/z|6[2]|+|8[€E|S|Y €lc|9[8|L|6[¥|S|}
2 Hardy shrub, with bright yellow flowers 10 In Greek mythology, a centaur who ;
insp)r,ing(G) L carried travellers across the Evenus for 2 AnyoneofaIargeclassolf‘protem AT b Al kA1 A2 ol lcal teed AEAR
S Didhseaveicimer beeen fechich a small fee (6) substances produced by living cells, L|9|S|€|8|V|6|} |2 9/8|L|€|C|L|6 V|G
IS SEIVEC atcInner hetween the cnic 13 InActs 13, a Christian teacher at which act as catalysts in chemical glL|el6|e|s|9|v|L 6|v|S[9|8|t|€|2|L
courses, or as a substitute (6) Antioch ‘called Niger' (6)
4 Republicin north-eastern Europe 17 The back of the head or skull (7) changes®) yi6lelijs]9]s/8® c|slefsi6]v]Bll)®
whose capital is Helsinki (7) 18 Edible bivalve molluscs found in 24 Town opposite Windsor, with an old piey fiseg
5 See 14 Across clusters attached to rocks (7) public school (4) nyjopns
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Learn from yesterday,

live for today,
. hope for tomorrow.

| Anonymous

- -‘..rN —

s ; =¥
P
Tcl 01527 588688 Email: reccptloanulhvantmcdm com 1 /

T 7R RSN W WD WA 4 o
ANNIVERSARIES DEATHS MEMORlAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
— — SERVICES I —
[
2% [ CARRIER . 3 519 S o,
Lvnn and Ter =rap As Time Goes By 9 NS Crabbs Cros,
y ry "0 TlS n YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN Y S S S Redditch, B97 5JP
17th April 1965 Sadly passed away at home on MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOF
Happy 60th Saturday Sth April 2025 aged 90 years Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
= Iris will be dcgply mlss?d by all of her Additional Inscriptions and
i ieddlng ; family and f".e nds. ; Renovation Work
. service to celebrate Iris’s life will take
Anniversary e o Badsiioh Cremsorimion Web timegoesby.org.uk
place at Redditch Crematorium on eb: www.astimegoesby.org.u
Our much loved Mum and Dad. PlTh‘-“'dealYfSth May 2025 atl 12‘;30;7“_‘ " Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk www.nurseryshopreddifch.co_uk
Thank you for all you do for us. easeiiee’ et lowearia splashiolpin P 2
eyl o Sl i favourit colour lease call 01527 550505 Télp1527 550 700
as you are. Flowers WelCOf}?e or d}?namms if so To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times 2
_ létm' of K’Z"e - des‘m?&tg}sé Cp,iz::rzsce l‘jl;lcil:}i]}wery Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
v’"éhéf_;s; Lig;u' ony. The Princess of Wales Hospital may be Redditch B97 5XP
& all’your sent to: - RIALS 0
Grandchildren and Thomas Brothers DL, Ll LSl B8 L il £
4 Great Grandchildren The Funeral Directors
xx 66, Birmingham Road, FUNERAL
Bromsgrove B61 0DD DIRECTORS
BIRTHDAY 01527 831700 ——
MEMORIES Thank you
I
If you have a message for a
RAY DALBY loved one, give our team a call
21-4-2025
Memories last longer than dreams . J
Love and God Bless to someone special ames Gﬂes
Pat, Daughters, Sons and Families / and Sons Ltd
XXXXXXXX e
Our day Dad, wish we could still open \ . 2
our cards together . The ComplEte
Love you lots Funeral Directors
= 01527 588688
XXX

INMEMORIAM | FUNERAL Allow our family™
|

DIRECTORS s
E— to care for your family
BERNARD .

HALL

4 Huntleys Funeral Services

W Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

ey Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees). BROMSGROVE  DROITWICH STUDLEY FOURAL PLARS
Always in our A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable 01527 872318 01905 783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE
thoughts price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.
Deeply missed

Lo 01527 906 553

Margaret, Stephen,

Dian, Rob 58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE
Yourggagigl;ldren Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
Grandchildren or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

_ THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL ¢ ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

D
©UO POAC] D 10}

uo Wibej} Ino |Ib:
@Bpssowl b dADY hoA J|

If you have a message for a
loved one, call our team on

01527 588688 ;

o
el
o
N
N
o
(3
!
O
2]
[+

. “A family concern

dql s il wwW.thomasbrothé'{'s 0. uk -
{ ernhail: admm("thomasbroﬁiers co. uk
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—-—

MORTO
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“Where saying

goodbye means
everything”

Whatever style of funeral you’re looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,
contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 9111

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

O saie .?EI.ECTED

age they may be, is never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

¢ & 1

Whatever the occasion, why not send
your loved ones a message....

PAGE 35

T Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
\ hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

olices

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service

5 * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

Call our
team on

www.rlreafuneraldirectorslid.co.uk
T: 01527 831723

info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

4023 COVENTRY HIGHWAY, MOONS MOAT,
MAPPLEBOROUGH GREEN

SALES & WANT

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

Order Effect: Road closed to tvehicular
traffic between northbound slip road for A435 and
southbound slip road for A435

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing,
weeknights only, 20.00hrs-06.00hrs.

Order Commences: 6 May 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 10 May 2025.

Access & Diversion: A435 Northbound slip road,
A435 Northbound, Ullenhall Lane and back onto the
A435 Southbound. Access/Egress to/from Amazon
Depot (Redditch Gateway North & South) will be
maintained.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

Free to
collector
01527
526898

uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 18 Apr 2025

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,

FPS = Footpath Setting.

25/00290/FUL ADVSTD FPS

Site: Whiting Landscape, Wildmoor Lane, Catshill,

Worcestershire B61 ORJ.

Proposal: Erection of single storey ancillary

extensions to existing commercial offices.
Application forms and plans may be il

MOBILITY
SCOOTER
iRIDE (S25)
Frame lightweight
Folds for car
Charger
New
Could deliver

01789 778174

SINGLE Divan 2
draw bed with good
condition mattress
FREE to collector
01527 875878

online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of the
date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE
OR CLUB PREMISES
CERTIFICATE TO BE GRANTED UNDER
THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Applicant: Social Sticks Bromsgrove Ltd of
Part Unit 2, Station Street, Bromsgrove,
B60 2BS

The applicant proposes to carry out the
following licensable activities or qualifying club
activities on or from the above premises/club
premises: Supply of alcohol at a indoor golf
simulator venue

Representations by interested parties or
responsible authorities should be made in writing
to Worcestershire Regulatory Services, Wyre
Forest House, Finepoint Way, Kidderminster,
DYI1 7WF or
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk By 14/05/25
The record of the application is available for
inspection by appointment.

Please call us on 01905 822799 for an
appointment.

IT IS AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON
CONVICTION TO AN UNLIMITED FINE,
UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING
ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY OR RECKLESSLY
MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN, OR IN
CONNECTION WITH, AN APPLICATION

DOROTHY JANE HALL
Deceased

ce:
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone having a claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased,late of 4
Galton Way, Hadzor, Droitwich,
forcestershire, WR9 7EY, who
died on 01/11/2024, must send
written _particulars to _the
address below by 19/06/2025,
after which date the Estate will
be distributed having regard
only to chims and interests
notified.
Zoe Smith
clo Mortimers Solicitors,
65 Whitburn, Bridgnorth
WVI6 4QP
Ref: 22847-0001

BREADMAKER

new £20
07743929558
TRAVEL bag
‘Constelation”  20”
wide burgundy

colour £15 0121 445
2293

RUGS new half moon
shape all wool hand
made 54” length 1
green 1 rust £10 each
0121 445 2293

GARDENING
Encyclopedia 7
bound volumes all
aspects covered in
colour new £15 0121
445 2293

SPACE saver wheel &
tyre ‘Hankook 5300

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

USED Foldable Pool
Table - 5ft x 2ft
Folds upright
for easy storage.
“BCE Table Sports
Le Club”. Includes
2 complete sets
of balls. One set
conventional  and
one set “English
Pool Balls” (yellow
and red), assorted
Cues +  bridge,
chalks + 2 triangles.

Collection from
Bromsgrove. £65
01527 875521

VAX Platinum smart
wash & accessories
/  solutions Brand
New. £150. 0121 447
7660

ELECTRIC, Super
heavy duty D09 by
KWK Used twice.
As mnew condition

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BIRD Bath large
ceramic bowl
shell shaped £12
07814373462

DOOR handles good
selection solid
brass all lot for £10
07814373462

SET of 14 LH
Golf Clubs Bag /
Accessories
Condition
Made,
King Cobra £180
ono 07819015716

SMALL Counter /
Cupboard Fridge
H 20" x W 17" x D
19” As New £75 ono.

MISCELLANEOUS
—

NIKE Air MX-720-818
Trainers, “White
Indigo Fog’ UK Size
4, Hardly worn, £30
0121 742-2513

SOLID, light coloured,
hardwood dining
table with four chairs
and bench seats, 6
to 7 Good condition
Table Dimensions:
L 146 cm, W 90 cm,
H 74 cm Chairs:
Solid wood  with
black leather seats
Complete H 93 cm
Seat H 45 cm W 45
cm D 47cm Bench
Dimensions: L 158

07879015716 cm, Seat D 40 cm H
SMALL TV Wooden 45 cm £150 Sold as
Corner Unit As seen 01788 536517
New £50 ono | YORK Fitness Stepper

07879015716 £45 07811002531
M AHOGANY | SMART Wonder

Sideboard 3 drawers,
3 cupboards 940H x

Core Machine for
workouts nearly new

MUSICAL
EQUIPMENT
—

GUITARS
BROUGHT FOR
CASH

Best prices paid for electric
and acoustic
Most things considered
(no student or beginners
models)
Also full guitar repair &
set up service available

Cost £2500 Bargain | _1270W x 480D £25 07811002531
£1000  Bromsgrove | GOOD Condition £100 | RATTAN  Hanging CALL AN DY ON
area Details 0121 | — ono 07879015716 Baskets 12in dia.
_4477660 | NIKEAirMX-720-818 | £1.25 each, Black 07932 074096
SMOBY Sgda “pdt.o, 11 Trainers, “White ll;lasl:ic MHangLng
yrs good condition Indigo Fog’ UK Size asket in. dia .
£25 must collect | 4, Hgard]ygwom, £30 | £1.50 each Phone and||ay200|@yahoo.co.uk
0121 722 3042 0121 742-2513 01905 778926

e

Advertise them in

Observer

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com

|\ Free Lineage (Ifems upto value £500)

The

ETHING TO

ELL

_|Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day hy selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less - its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)
But if you want your

advertisement to really
stand out or if your item

Tizs  TOR1GSEM  otaks of e For Sl or Pubicaton. ¥ Pas o Livestoet orF \ is valued at over £500,
etails of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): o i
med 10 ona | e ( @aadl you can place details in
07541576100 H
el "l a boxed ad\_lertlsement
cycle as new £45 ono 1 i fﬂr ]ust
07541576100 1 I
17 rung alumi; : £5 75 H
double ladders £50 1 L 1 - (Inc vat)
excellent condition J Details (Not for Publication): 1
07864037112 .
P T Initial S
GOLF Clubs - 10 : MoMrs/Ms nica uname : 3 PIECE
assorted  different Addres:
(gathering dust) 1 1 SUITE
complete with light 1 1 i
weight golf bag - Postcode brown leather,
including a couple 1 X 1
of head covers - all 1 Tel: Mobile 1 perfect
for just £15 01527 i s
875921 § Ema: 1 condition
AM-TECH Heavy I I enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £ | as new

Duty Gel Knee Pads
(N2575) still in box
- used once. £10
01527 875521

TRADITIONAL  old
wooden Deck Chairs
). £10 01527
875521

SOLID Oak Table +
Six Chairs (black
seats) 90cm wide x
185cm long Good
Condition £150 ono
07879015716

1 or alternatively

T please debit my card for £ Visa/

£550

I Credit Card Number
1 Exp:

Start:

§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits)

I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East,
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to
1

Issue No. (if

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

I

1

1 g

I can deliver

1 Telephone

: 10234 567890
|

(£5.75 incVAT example
a boxed advertisement)

WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 257643

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **
Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

BUILDING
SERVICES
—

RETIRED BUILDER
AVALIABLE

Able to do small or
large projects
Good rates offered

Call Steve on

01527 69309
07541219951

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY

HG Carpentry
Doors & Interior

07454214366
07580147544
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY
—

i SER'S
LT,
@ 2:’ :

-
& JOINERY

Samuel Streeter
Streeterscarpentryjoinery@gmail.com

07397 519486

agas®

Based in

Carpenter Studley,
i &
VALl \v/yickshire

DECORATING &
PAINTING

DA SMITH
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07341 689 653 - 0427 836221

DOG WALKING
—_—

) Happy
Wagging
Tails

Cats Pet Sitting
& Dog Walking
Services

\_

happywaggingtails.uk
Email catantrobus@hotmail.com

Tel: 07942 178307

FENCING
—

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SmALL
Contact Daryl

01527 526990 * 07847 898079

For a free quote

GARDENING

SERVICES
—

'g - i
Dragonfly
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
* Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming
* Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture
with a local major Garden Centre
Registered Waste Carrier
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

GARDENING
SERVICES

JES

L3
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing,
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.

For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING

SERVICES
—

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

REGULAR

LAWN CUTTING

Friendly service
Redditch & surrounding areas

07599 270652

HAIRDRESSERS
—

Hair by Sharon

in the comfort of your own home

Over 20 years
experience

" 310A Birchfield Road,
Webheath,
Worcestershire

. 07772994654

sharon_campion@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN
—

KITCHENS
—_—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Bathrooms
FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION
QUALITY KITCHENS
& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED

| Pwmam#,

WORKTOP & DOOR
REPLACEMENT
(Supply & it supply only or fit ony)
CAL TRADESMAN

20YRS EXPERIENCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL
01926 773386 or
07971 684 353

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing « Slabbing = Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

PLUMBING
—

‘ PS HEATING
25l & PLUMBING

Boiler change from £1,300
Special offer for full Heating System

Specialist in
S s BAXI_ SBUAS! i v
Fully insured up to £2M.

Free Oﬁgg{?;: 07961 140 885

REMOVALS/
STORAGE
-

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

e

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835
T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWitk IsRedditch.co.uk

ROOFING
—

Up4hire.co.uk

Gutters, tiles, pointing,

repairs, painting

01527 575553

W'EATHER'qGUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
too small

Fully guaranteed
and insured

Written quotes
available

Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

Pk Mobile: 074671159012
Office: 01621962 972

infu@weatherguards_ervices.cu.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING
—_—

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS
ADiyision ﬂw‘bﬁ%&ntl {Redditch) LTD

" 2, 4 &7 yard skips

-smummm doors guafanteed

Piives

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

(L

TREE SURGEONS
—

““IREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialsts s a rusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving  Fencing * Arificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

0800 747 1704 «

treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com

W ireeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk
Aol (0

Contact us today

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed

* Garage Conversions ° Driveways
* Building Maintenance ° Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

www.taurustaxis.co.uk
Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?
Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

01527 588625 » 01527 588749

caroline.birkenhead @bullvantmedia.com | kellySaylor@bullivanimedia.com

WORKSHOP MACHINIST
required
in a busy engine reconditioners based in Studley.
Experience in machining or engineering would be
an advantage.
Pay dependent upon experience.

Send CV to sales@engine-centre.co.uk or
contact David on 01527 854968

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

LOOKING
FOR A NEW

JOB?

Check out
our
recruitment
ads in print
and online!

A St BROMSGROVE, |"RITW( '

CoventryObserver.co.
Obsérver
Obséirver

MalvernObserver...

Standard
O Rugby&Luue-wmﬂ.

I OB"é‘"”er
Observer

Bl WorcesterObserver..s

M
weie 2
m/el’ﬂ
Bullivantiedia
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KIA ranked top at awards

THE KIA EV3 has been
hailed the outright win-
ner at the 2025 World Car
Awards. Revealed during a
live announcement at the
World Car Awards ceremo-
ny at the 2025 New York
International Auto Show, the
Kia EV3 secured the prestig-
ious title of 2025 World Car
of the Year.

Ho Sung Song, President and
CEO at Kia, said: “It is an immense
honor for everyone at Kia that the
EV3 has been awarded the 2025
World Car of Year title.

“This award highlights Kia’'s glo-
bal leadership in providing design-
led, technologically advanced, sus-
tainable mobility solutions and how
the EV3’s class-leading attributes
redefine the user experience for

E

customers worldwide.”

The 2025 World Car Awards were
judged by a panel of 96 highly
respected international automotive
journalists from 30 countries. The
EV3’s victory brings Kia's total of
wins at the World Car Awards to six
since 2020.

The EV3 brings the cutting-edge
innovation of Kia’s flagship EV9 to
a wider audience than ever before,
setting new standards in the com-
pact electric vehicle (EV) SUV seg-
ment. The EV3 boasts a bold, pro-
gressive exterior and an innovative,
practical interior that maximises
space, functionality, and comfort.

The EV3 has a segment-leading
range of up to 375 miles and can
charge from 10-to-80 per cent in 31
minutes, delivering impressive usa-
bility. The vehicle’s innovative inte-
rior design optimises space, com-
fort, and accessibility, while Kia’s
Al Assistant, advanced driver assist-
ance systems (ADAS), and Over-

the-Air (OTA) updates enhance the
ownership experience with cutting-
edge technology.

The Hyundai car has been hon-
ored with the title of 2025 World
Electric Vehicle at the 2025 World
Car Awards ceremony.

This momentous achievement
marks the fourth consecutive year
that a model from Hyundai Motor
Company has led one or more cat-
egories in the World Car Awards.

Jose Munoz, President and CEO
of Hyundai Motor Company, said:
“The Hyundai INSTER has been a
winner with customers since we
introduced it. It’s very gratifying
that the experts on the prestigious
World Car Awards jurors feel the
same way.

“The combination of compelling
design, range, enjoyable driving
characteristics, intuitive infotain-
ment and technology that custom-
ers appreciate is emblematic of

Hyundai’s approach of delivering
exceptional value to our customers.
The fact that our global portfolio is
successful both commercially and
critically speaks to the hard-work-
ing people throughout the Hyundai
value chain who are delivering
some of the best vehicles on the
road today.”

The 2025 World Electric Vehicle
award recognises INSTER’s extraor-
dinary value in the EV segment and
underscores Hyundai Motor’s dedi-
cation to advancing EV technology
and sustainability.

As a sub-compact EV, INSTER
leads its segment with a distinc-
tive design, impressive driving
range and cutting-edge technology.
INSTER'’s rapid charging capability
enables a 10-to-80-percent charge
in around 30 minutes, with the
49-kWh long-range model provid-
ing a range of up to 370 km.

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
ENGINE?

FREE Advice and Quotes
All Car, Agricultural and
Commercial Engine Work
Full Machine Shop Facilities
Cylinder Head Re-facing
Crankshaft Regrinding

Pressure Testing
Reboring and Liner Fitting

Engine Parts at LOW PRICES

Does your
VINTAGE VEHICLE
need work?

Tel 01527 854968 / 07730 874527
Email : sales@engine-centre.co.uk
www.engine-centre.co.uk
Studley, B80 7AP
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
for trade customers
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TREE & LANDSCAPE

The Droitwich Spa team and their families with the shield after being crowned champions.
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Dragonfly
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
Your local expert plantsman
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED
07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE ARE

. Pictures by Matthew Mason.

Alex Dug

d with the golden boot

award by Mayor of Drmtwnch Spa Alex Sinton.

Salute to the champions!

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH
Spa were officially crowned
Uhlsport Hellenic League
Division One champions
on Saturday after a 5-0
demolition job of mid-ta-
ble Tytherington Rocks at
the King George Playing
Fields.

An impressive 600 spectators
watched on during a carnival
atmosphere as the Saltmen took
to the field.

Droitwich started nervously on
a difficult surface but took the
lead on 19 minutes, with their
first meaningful effort. Nathan
Binner latched onto a through-
ball, rounded Rocks goalkeeper
Peter Dykes and tucked the ball
away into the far corner from a

Lewis Phillips was among the scorers for the Saltmen. s

tight angle. After a scare from
the visitors when George Box
fired wide, Lewis Phillips found
himself one-on-one with Dykes,
but his shot was well saved by the

legs of the onrushing ‘keeper.
Alex Dugmore thought he had
doubled Spa’s lead after head-
ing in a pinpoint cross from
Hurdman, but the referee spotted

an infringement and the effort
was disallowed.

Spa kept probing until the
half-time whistle but the game
remained at 1-0.

The Saltmen started the second
half well, and on 55 minutes Josh
Hurdman was brought down in
the penalty area. Captain James
Lemon stepped up to convert the
spot-kick, and from then on it
was one-way traffic.

Dykes saved well to deny Binner
his second from a free-kick, then
Jay Sauntson’s header at the back
post went just wide.

It was 3-0 on 70 minutes when
top scorer Alex Dugmore added
to his tally in style. He broke the
offside trap and chipped the ball
over Dykes as he raced off his
line. It secured Dugmore’s title
as Division One golden boot win-
ner with 30 league goals in the
regular season, and 36 overall in
38 appearances.

Ten minutes later Dugmore
was denied by a great save from
Dykes, but Phillips tapped home
the rebound from close range
for his first Saltmen goal of the
season after 41 appearances, and
his first Spa goal since 2020, to
make it 4-0.

Substitute Perry Moss headed
just wide after good work from
Dugmore before Josh Hurdman
rounded off the scoring to cap
a 5-0 win. It meant the Saltmen
ended the season 11 points clear
at the top of the table.

The players were applauded off
the pitch by the partisan crowd
before returning to receive the
end-of-season club awards.

League winners medals were
then presented and the Saltmen
got to lift the Uhlsport Hellenic
League Division One trophy - a
historic moment on a day that will
live long in the memory for every-
one connected with the club.

Vehicle Testing
Station

\_

(X4

CHARLES KENWARD MOTORS LTD

FOR

PRIVATE CAR, COMMERCIAL & FLEET SERVICING,
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

MoT TESTING INCLUDING CLASS 7
AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS

14 SHERWOOD ROAD, ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
BROMSGROVE B60 3DR

TEL: 01527 875432/837070

Vehicle Testing
Station

J

\‘&

JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

B
it T
s

TRADE TYRE PRICES TO
THE PUBLIC

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR



