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MARKING 80 YEARS SINCE VE DAY:
A Time to Remember, Reflect and Honour

ighty years ago, on 8 May
E1945, the streets of Britain

erupted with joy and relief as
Victory in Europe was declared and
the Second World War in Europe
officially came to an end.

For those who lived through it,
VE Day was more than a moment in
history—it was the day the darkness
began to lift after nearly six long
years of conflict.

Today, we honour the courage
and sacrifice of those who served on
the frontlines and those who kept
the home fires burning. This 80th
anniversary is a time not only for
celebration but for remembrance.
Across our town and villages, families
gather with memories—some joyful,
some bittersweet—of a generation
that gave so much and asked for so
little in return.

As part of this special edition,
we’re proud to feature personal
stories from local veterans and
the families who carry their legacy
forward. Their accounts are a
powerful reminder that history is not
just something we read in books—it

lives in the memories, photographs,
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and whispered stories passed down
through generations.

From the factory workers and
Land Girls to the soldiers who fought
in Europe, North Africa and beyond,
the people of Britain came together
in a show of unity and resilience that
continues to inspire. And when the
war finally ended, they didn’t just
Streets that
once echoed with the sound of air

rejoice—they rebuilt.

raid sirens became places of peace
and progress once again.

In 1945, communities gathered
around radios, danced in village halls
and filled town squares with laughter

and song. This year, we remember in
a different way—perhaps with street
parties, church services, or quiet
moments of reflection. However we
mark it, the message is the same: we
will never forget.

We would also like to thank the
whose  support
commemorative

local businesses
has made this
issue possible. Their contributions
ensure these stories of bravery and
endurance continue to be told, and
that new generations can learn from
the past.

To those who served, we say thank
you. To those who lived through those
uncertain years, we offer our deepest
respect. And to those who keep their
memories alive—through stories,
photos, medals in dusty drawers, or
names in family trees—we stand with
you in remembrance.

Eighty years on, VE Day reminds
us that peace is something worth
fighting for, and freedom is never
free. Let us honour the past not
just with words, but with a renewed

commitment to the values that
victory defended: unity, courage,
and hope. © Public Domain
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www.drives4u.co.uk
Are you looking to
improve or enlarge
your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,
Bromsgrove, Redditch,

Solihull or Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We’ve designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway
and patio you can imagine, so we
will not be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100%
satisfaction and unlike other
driveway companies, with us you
pay absolutely nothing upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save
upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

At

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch,
Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700
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0121 445 3422 01789 330939
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01564 822001
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80th Anniversary of VE Day
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HE BROMSGROVE Branch of the

Royal British Legion will be holding
a Memorial Service at Crown Close to
commemorate the 80th anniversary of
VE Day on May 8.

The service will start with the standards
parading from Amphlett Hall to the
Cenotaph at 10.45am.

A VE Day flag will be raised before the

start of the service.

Wreaths will be laid by the Deputy Lord
Lieutenant, the Bromsgrove District
Council chairman and leader, along with
Armed Services representatives — the
Navy, Army and Royal Air Force. Other
wreaths will then be laid.

Everyone is welcome to attend and
anyone wishing to order a wreath
can contact Jeff Evans by emailing:
bromsgrove.chairman@rbl.community
or by calling 01527 576251 and leaving
a message.

Mr Evans said: “The memorial service
will be a poignant reminder of our
history and the enduring importance of
honouring those who have served and
continue to serve our country.”

DROITWICH SPA

ESIDENTS are being encouraged to
celebrate VE Day 80 by attending a
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The town council is marking VE Day
80, the 80th anniversary of the end of
the Second World War in Europe, at the
heritage centre on May 8.

Droitwich Spa Town Council start the
day with a flag raising hosted by town
crier, Edgar Harwood at 9am outside St
Richard’s House in Victoria Square.

Afterwards, the Heritage
Information Centre’s Droitwich at War
exhibition will be on display from 10am
to 7pm. The exhibition is also viewable
from May 1 to May 15.

A little later on there will be a war
memorial service in Victoria Square with
the Royal British Legion from 11am.

The events will kick off again in the
traditional 1940s
showing of Punch and Judy from
4.30pm until S5pm at the Heritage and
Information Centre. The centre will also
feature entertainment with a live singer
performing for an hour and half with
1940s and WWII themed music from
6pm.

Later on, the 2516 Droitwich Squadron
Air Cadets will march outside of St
Richard’s House from 7.45pm with a
Beacon Lighting in St Augustine’s Church
closing out the evening at 9.30pm.

The Salvation Army band will play a 20
minute set from 9.10pm, until the beacon
is lit at 9.30pm. The mayor, councillor
Alex Sinton, will read out a tribute.

and

afternoon with a

Droitwich Spa Town Council
invite you to celebrate
VE Day 80, which marked
the end of the war in Europe
and WWII

8 May 2025
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Monumental book to
focus on town’s past

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.
com

AN AMERICAN clergyman
with ancestral connections
to a prominent 16th-century
Droitwich family has written
a book about their legacy in
the town which is still visible
today.

Author Daniel McEver is the 13th
great-grandchild of John and Isabell
Wythe, who lived in Droitwich in the
1500s.

Monuments to them still stand in St
Peter’s Church and their connection
to the town’s salt industry provides
inspiration for some content in the
book - Droitwich: The Wythe Family
Monuments and the Salt Industry.

Daniel has been a keen genealogist
for over 40 years, always focusing his
research on the historical context and
culture in which his ancestors lived.

His inspiration for this book came
from one of the biggest highlights in
his genealogical exploits - visiting his
ancestor’s monument in Droitwich
back in 2022.

Whilst visiting England to attend
the International Mendenhall Reunion
in Swindon, he made the trip to St

DROITWICH

aily Monuments
Salt Industry

Peter’'s Church in Droitwich along-
side his cousin Allen Singleton to see
them.

They were shown around the church
by local historian Philip Bowen.

Daniel said: “This pilgrimage was a
truly remarkable experience, as I had
been looking forward to seeing John
and Isabell (Moore) Wythe’s monu-
ment in particular for over 20 years.

“We had a great visit with Mr.
Bowen, and this experience at the
church is what inspired me to write
my book.”

After his visit, Daniel became high-
ly motivated to learn all he could
about the monuments, how they
came to be damaged and what he
could understand about the family’s
coat of arms.

He also wanted to know the histori-
cal context of the period, before and
after the monuments were created.

He said his book was about more
than just the monuments and his
ancestors.

He provides 80 images and illustra-
tions and discusses relevant events
from Henry VIII to Charles II with the
growing strife between Parliament
and the Monarchy. He also delves
into how reform theology rooted in
the Protestant Reformation led to the
rampant destruction of monuments,
particularly during the English Civil

‘War. The book also provides a broad
and updated history of salt manu-
facturing in Droitwich in a nod to
the Wythe family’s connection the
industry.

Daniel added: “After doing all my
research and writing this book, I have
gained great pride in my ancestral
connection to Droitwich.”

A copy of the book is currently
housed in Bodleian Old Library in
Oxford and has recently been accept-
ed at The Hive in Worcester and
Droitwich Spa Library.

Visit: tinyurl.com/droitwichwythe-
familymonuments for more informa-
tion.

RESIDENTS across Droitwich
and the rest of the county
headed to the polls yesterday
for the Worcetershire County
Council elections.

The count for the town’s
seats, including Bowbrook,
Droitwich East, Droitwich West
and Ombersley, will take place
today at Pershore Leisure
Centre. Our reporters will be at
the counts across the county.

Visit:  droitwichstandard.
co.uk from 10am for our live
coverage of how the results
unfold.
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Raising awareness of hospice as
medicinal garden heads to show

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A NEW garden being creat-
ed for the Primrose Hospice
will go on display at the RHS
Malvern Spring Festival.

The plot is the brainchild of Marc
and Darryl Harbourne-Bessant from
Bromsgrove company FB and Sons
Lawns and Landscapes which want-
ed to design a mindful retreat offer-
ing solace, space for reflection and
a deep connection to the past and
present.

The garden has been inspired
by the landscapes surrounding the
hospice and the historic life of
St Godwald. The hospice is on St
Godwald’s Road and the church
named after the saint is also near-
by.
After losing the garden’s main
sponsor, FB and Sons has launched
a fundraising page for people to
pledge cash to the project.

All of the patrons’ name swill
appear on a special plaque when
the garden is relocated back into
the hospice grounds - scheduled for
September this year.

There it will be a quiet and peace-
ful space for reflection and a sanc-
tuary for the whole community to
enjoy.

The design

The garden will encompass a vari-
ety of features, including a ‘wind
telephone’ housed in a hand-crafted
wattle and daub gazebo. A wind
phone is not connected to wires or
any ‘earthly system’. It was original-
ly created in Japan by Itaru Sasaki
as a way to hold one-way conversa-
tions with loved ones who had died.
The wind phone will be one of just
five in the UK and will add to the
tranquil environment.

Another feature will be the
Primrose Memory Tree which will
be temporarily relocated to the
show garden. The tree, bearing the
names and stories of those cher-
ished, offers a place to celebrate
life and share memories and is a
symbol of a life loved.

The garden will also boast a
mindful labyrinth of scented herbs,
a wildflower glade and textured
standing stones, inspired by the
ancient landscapes of Brittany

oy
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DAY TRIPS

=Elgar Coaches Tours
GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

£26

Tuesday 5th August Abergavenny

Saturday 30th August Weston Super Mare

Wednesday 28th May Bury Market with Fish & Chips at the Olympus Fish Bar
Saturday 7th June, Sunday 6th July, Wednesday 6th August,

£45

Saturday 14th June Weymouth

£28 Adult, £22 Child
£40

Saturday 26th July Aberystwyth

Saturday 28th June or Wednesday 30th July Barry Island
Saturday 5th July Welsh Ride Around & Brecon

£28

£30

£36

Wednesday 13th August Porthcawl

£28

tea and a cabaret/show

Wednesday 20th August Sidmouth & The Donkey Sanctuary

Saturday 17th May RHS Garden Bridgewater with Tea & Cake
Saturday 21st June Bristol with a Boat Cruise along the Avon & Cream Tea on Board 5
Sunday 29th June Afternoon Tea and Cabaret /Show At Studley Castle Enjoy a Bucks Fizz on arrival, aﬂermmn":5

£40

£55

HOLIDAYS 2025

Sunday 31st August Coronation Street Studio Tour.
Sunday 7th September Poppies at The Tower of London ................cccc.ccouvviriennnnns £81 Adult, £74 Seniors, £63 Child
Saturday 27th September Harry Potter Studio Tour The Dark Arts £95
Saturday 27th September 1940’s Weekend at Bletchley Park
Sunday 19th October Elvis Evolution : The Immersive Experience London
Sunday 26th October Abba Voyage @ Abba Arena, London matinee performance
Saturday 13th December Longleat Festival of Light

Friday 23rd May 4 Days. Great Yarmouth with Boat Cruise on the Norfolk Broads
Sunday 20th July 5 Days. Dunoon-Gateway to the Scenic Sights of Scotland ...
Thursday 14th August 5 Days. Steam & Cruise the Lake District
Thursday 21st August 5 Days. Llandudno staying at the Tynedale Hotel
Monday 1st September 5 Days. Torquay staying at the Riviera Hotel
Friday 19th September 4 Days. Babbacombe staying at the Babbacombe Hotel
Wednesday 24th September 6 Days. Ireland- Killarney staying at Dooleys Hotel & Killarney Towers

This is just a taster of what we have to offer, call for your brochure to see our other fabulous tours and day trips
including Christmas at Kew and Thursford Christmas Spectacular

For our 2025 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

01905 333349

We also do private hire phone us
for your bespoke price.

Tuesday 29th July Summer Ride Around with 3 Course Carvery Lunch at the Plough, Far Forest..............ccooee... £40
Saturday 2nd August The Royal Mint Experience Tour with Cream Tea

rom £358
rom £695
rom £585

where St Godwald lived centuries
ago.

Through the materials used, there
will be an emphasis on sustain-
ability. Reclaimed stone, UK-grown
timber and other repurposed items
will all reduce the garden’s carbon
footprint, while pathways of crushed
whelk shells - a fishing by-product
- highlight the beauty of thoughtful
reuse.

The planting is rooted in native
species, chosen for their resilience,
medicinal history, and role in sup-
porting biodiversity.

‘Raising awareness’

FB and Sons and the Primrose
are delighted with the link-up and
excited about the garden’s creation.

Marc said: “We knew we wanted
to design a garden space for a hos-
pice as we are all too aware of the
incredible work hospices do across
the country.

“From our first visit to Primrose,
we could see how vital their work is
to support patients and families.

“The Day Hospice site in
Bromsgrove has beautiful grounds
that are used extensively by the
children and families of those in
Primrose’s care.”

Angelique Dalton, the Primrose
CEO, said: “The opportunity for the
Hospice to be part of the RHS
Malvern Show is just incredible and
would not have been possible with-
out the support of Marc, Darryl and
the FB and Sons team.

“We are all so excited the garden
will be transported and planted here
at the hospice after the show has
finished.

“This will enable the patients and
clients we support, as well as our
volunteers and staff, to benefit from
this beautiful garden.

“We cannot wait.”

They added whilst they were aim-
ing for a highly-coveted gold medal
at RHS Malvern, the garden’s inclu-
sion would hopefully raise awareness

I your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

of the work the Primrose
does.

Angelique added: “That
is e:,ynough of a reward for
us,

been pledged so far.

Visit: gofundme.com/f/
st-godwalds-retreat-a-
show-garden-for-rhs-mal-
vern-2025/ to donate.

An artist’s impression

of how the garden will
look. s

r'[‘he fundraising page
has a target of §£6,000
and more than £2,000 has

' Having a change
round? Then give

NEWM us a ring before you fling
We collect re-usable good quality furniture to
either be given FREE to households who are in

need or to be sold at our showrooms at
1 Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR
01527 882410

www.newstarts.org.uk

See
page
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Hoping to fulfill
her rugby dream

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

A WOMEN’S rugby play-
er from Bromsgrove is
calling on the commu-
nity for funding to help
her represent Jamaica
in the 15s competition
next month.

Danielle Jordan-Taft, who
has previously represented
England’s netball team and
Jamaica’s rugby sevens team,
needs support for her self-
funded spot in the Caribbean
nation’s large-sided rugby
games.

The funds will cover flights,
accommodation, and essen-
tial expenses to make the
tour at the end of May pos-
sible.

She said: “Playing for my
country is a huge honour,

something I take immense
pride in every time I put on
the shirt.”

Over the last three years,
she has personally funded
her sporting tours but is find-
ing it increasingly difficult
to keep up with the financial
strain of competing.

Jamaica 15s women'’s rugby
team is set to compete in the
Rugby Americas North (RAN)
Women’s XVs Championship
against Mexico on May 24
and Trinidad and Tobago on
May 31.

The championship is the
premier rugby union compe-
tition for women’s national
teams in North America and
the Caribbean.

The games serve as the
regional qualifier for the
Women’s Rugby World Cup
(WRWC) and the newly estab-
lished WXV competition.

At the time we went to
press, Danielle had raised

nearly $£1,300 towards her
goal of £1,800.

She added: “I know this is
a lot of money, and I'm truly
grateful for any support.

“I'm passionate about help-
ing grow women'’s rugby and
the future of Jamaica rugby,
and I already do my fair share
of voluntary work to support
this cause.

“Any donation, big or
small, is deeply appreciated
and never taken for granted.

“With your support, I can
keep representing my coun-
try with pride and continue
pushing boundaries for wom-
en’s rugby, let’s make this
dream a reality, together.”

People can follow Danielle
on Instagram @danajtl to
stay updated and be a part of
her journey.

Visit:  gofundme.com/f/
support-dannii-to-play-rugby-
15s-for-jamaica to support
Danielle.

Man attempted to snatch child
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National wom-
en’s netball and
rugby player,
DanielleJordan-
Taft, from
Bromsgrove is
appealing for

PLAYER
SPONSORSHIP
DANIELLE JORDAN-TAFT

M HEADING TO JAMAICA TO COMPETEIN  [RHraecli
RUGBY 155, REPRESENTING MY HERITAGE AT [T

ing Jamaica’s
national rugby
team. s
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POLICE are investigating an attempt-
ed abduction of a four-year-old child in
Longbridge.

Theincident happened around 11.30am
this morning (Wednesday) on Bristol
Road South.

A man approached the child and
tried to grab their arm but was stopped
by the woman. He then fled towards
McDonald’s.

Thankfully the child was not injured and
West Midlands Police is offering support
to the child and their family as officers
work to identify and locate the person
involved.

Police said CCTV was being reviewed
and officers have been speaking to peo-
pled in the area as investigations contin-
ued.

Insp Matt Shaw from Birmingham
Police, said: “We understand how dis-

For all the latest news log onto www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk

tressing the incident will be to the com-
munity but rest assured we are taking this
incredibly serious.

“We are appealing for anyone who was
in the vicinity at the time to speak to us if
you haven'’t already.”

He urged everyone in the area to help
with the investigation by coming forward
with any information they had and asked
people to check door-bell camera or
dash cams footage from their cars as it
could help police with their enquiries.

And he added: “We have stepped up
our patrols in the area.

“If you see officers out and about and
have any concerns please speak to us.”

Anyone with any information should
submit it via Live Chat at: westmidlands.
police.uk or call 101 to pass on the
details.

JC

GLAZING A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
' I & REPAIRS  RELIABLE SERVICE...

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

Locks
Hinges
Mirrors
Misted Glass

Safety Glass

Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories

Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

WINDOWS
SUPPLIED
& FITTED

French Doors
Back Doors

Patio Doors
Front Doors

YOUR OLD
U.p.\.C. Composite Doors
WINDOWS Card payments accepted R/ LAY\

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Longhridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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News in brief

A TEENAGER suffered serious
injuries during a vicious attack
in Fernhill Heath on Saturday.

The 17-year-old boy was rid-
ing his e-scooter on Dilmore
Lane around 9pm when he
was assaulted by a group of
unknown men.

He fell from the e-scooter
and sustained serious injuries
to his body.

He was taken to hospital for
treatment and has since been
discharged.

Det Insp Natalie Arrowsmith,
from south Worcestershire
Police, said officers had been
carrying out several lines of
enquiry in a bid to identify
those involved.

She urged witnesses or any-
one with information or dash
cam footage from the area at
the time to email details to:
mohammed.waliat@westmer-
cia.police.uk or call police on
01905 331099.

AMAN was charged in connec-
tion with a crash in Bromsgrove
around 4pm on Monday which
saw a car end up in a hedge
on Hanbury Road.

Bhupinder Sandhu, aged 58,
of Broad Lane, Wolverhampton
was arrested and charged with
failing to provide a specimen.

He is due to appear at
Worcester Magistrates Court
on May 27.

Firefighters were called and
crews from Bromsgrove and
Droitwich attended.

The driver had already got
himself out of the vehicle fol-
lowing the incident which hap-
pened near to the Jinney Ring
Craft Centre.
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MPs urged to get talking
to ‘end the SEND crisis’

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.
com

A SUPPORT group for par-
ents of children with special
education needs (SEND) and
autism has invited MPs from
Worcestershire to a meet-
ing to discuss the need for
improving services across

the county.
The SEND National Crisis
Worcestershire and North

‘Worcestershire Autism Parents
Support Group includes more than
2,000 people, and was started after
SEND services in the county were
given the lowest lowest possible
rating.

The group claimed there had not
been any real effort from the newly
reformed Parent Carer Forum to
realise change, and wanted to find a
different approach to try to enhance
momentum and accountability for
the families of Worcestershire, but
more widely the use of public funds
in local government.

Tracy Winchester from the
campaign group invited all
Worcestershire MPs to attend a
‘round table’ meeting, altogether,
with parent-carer representatives
of both groups. During the ses-
sion, they will seek a shared nar-
rative and strategy to move things
forward at pace in Worcestershire

fiich uniicd JERC)
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SEND services.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore, has
assisted the groups to form this
opportunity, and said he hoped all
‘Worcestershire MPs would make
time in their diaries for this very
important issue affecting many con-
stituents.

The meeting is scheduled for 1pm
on Wednesday, May 14, directly
after Prime Minister’s Questions
at the Houses of Parliament in a

CXS-FAN r/football A f
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bid to secure the attendance of all
‘Worcestershire MPs.

‘Real progress needed’

Ms Winchester said: “The par-
ent-carers served by both SEND
National Crisis Worcestershire
and North Worcestershire Autism
Parents Support Group continue to
witness failure on the part of the
Worcestershire SEND Local Area

Partnership, to make the changes
and improvements required to see a
real difference ‘on the ground’.

“We knew, as a collective, we
needed to try a different approach,
and to see everybody coming
together to achieve the improved
services which our children and
young people need is the priority.

“We hope the Worcestershire
MPs will join us is working together
to seek those changes to SEND
services, collectively”.

Mr Bloore added: “I'm pleased
to welcome SEND National
Crisis Worcestershire and North
Worcestershire Autism Parents
Support Group to Parliament for
this vital roundtable.

“SEND services across
Worcestershire have been failing
families for far too long, and it’s
clear urgent action is needed.

“T hope all six Worcestershire MPs
will attend so we can work together
- across party lines, with the coun-
cil and dedicated parent-carers - to
deliver meaningful improvements.

“This must be about more than
just plans.

“It must lead to real progress on
the ground.

“Our children and young people
deserve a system that works for
them—and we owe it to families to
deliver it.”

Redditch MP Chris Bloore with
Tracy Winchester. s

So much more than

self storage

Wellesbourne, Shlpston-on Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house, build an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200

O

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“ssa

I I self storage

association
United Kingdom

Beyond
Storage

BIG A RESENT

n:RDER MYSTERY NIGHT
aT THE BOATHOUSE CAFE

DVENTURES MURD[R MYSTERY COMPANY

WORSE:

T JUNE 2072

DOORS OPEN 6:30PM

TICKETS £44.54
(INCLUSIVE OF
BOOKING FEE)
INCLUDES DRINK &
CANAPES ON ARRIVAL,
DINNER & DESSERTI '

WWW.ARROWVALLEY.CO.UK
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Rosie’s Flying
Visit heading
to festival date

DROITWICH artist
Rosie Philpott, famous
for her ‘wonky’ paint-
ings, will be unveiling
herlatest creationatthis
weekend’s St Richard’s
Canal Festival.

Rosie first burst onto the
local art scene in 2012 with
her ‘Wonky Droitwich’ paint-
ing, depicting Droitwich
Spa’s High Street in a quirky
style.

Since then, Rosie has made
a career of selling her wonky
paintings at local festivals
and venues.

At her first festival of the
year, Rosie is excited to
release a new painting enti-
tled ‘Flying Visit”. The piece
depicts the Railway Inn pub,
the Pamela May Community

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Canal Boat and the Flying
Scotsman.

Rosie said: “I had great fun
putting together this com-
position, depicting a sunny
afternoon with a surprise
visitor.

“I know the Pamela May
(which I have painted many
times before) is moored here,
as well as a brilliant view of
the railway in the distance so
there was a lot of interest to
include.

“The famous ‘boy on the
bike’ remains, although he
seems to have missed the
Flying Scotsman hurtling
past.”

Rosie has been so busy

with commissions that it has
been a couple of years since
she has released a new paint-

ing.

The festival in Vines Park
presents a rare opportuni-
ty to see an original Rosie
Philpott on display.

The original, A2 in size and
framed in a solid oak frame,
is for sale, along with limited-
edition giclee prints in sizes
A3 an A2.

The piece, along with
others from her collection,
will be available to view on
Rosie’s stall from tomorrow
(Saturday) to Monday (May

5).

Email rosieposeartist@
gmail.com or visit the web-
site rosiephilpott.co.uk for
more on Rosie and her work
and to get in touch with her.

MP impressed by ° msplrmg Hub

BROMSGROVE’ S MP has
praised the ‘inspiring’
work of the team behind
the town’s newest youth-led
organisation.

Bradley Thomas visited
The Hub Bromsgrove which
hosts drop-in support for
young people, as well as
lots of activities and group
events.

The team also offers
mentoring, school-based
groups and alternative pro-
vision.

Originally  based at
Bromsgrove Baptist Church,
The Hub moved to its brand-
new home on Market Street
about six months ago.

Following his visit, Mr
Thomas said: “It was inspir-
ing to visit The Hub and to
learn more about the hard
work that went into turning
an idea into reality.

“From mental health sup-

Bradley Thomas MP with the team from The Hub Bromsgrove.
s

port to alternative provision
to holiday camps, The Hub
really is providing a place
to go for children and young
people that Bromsgrove was
crying out for.

“I'would urge any business

wanting to support local
good causes and projects
to con51der supporting The
Hub.”

Email info@thehub-
bromsgrove.org to support
The Hub.
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Artist Rosie
Philpott will
be unveiling
her latest
wonky
painting
‘Flying Visit’
at the St
Richard’s
Canal
Festival this
weekend. s

DO YOU WEAR DENTURES?

Did you know gums confinuously shrink over time and Denture teeth wear ouf?
Il is recommended (o replace your denfures every 5-7 years. 7

Poppy Fields is a small family run Denture Clinic in Bromsgrove with over
20 years experience working solely on the design and fabrication of dentures.

Every stage of the denture fabrication is carried out by our team in our

Bromsgove clinic and on site laboratory which allows us to make sure
each stage of the process is personal and individual to each patient.

We are passionate about providing the highest quality dentures.

Using only premium qualitity materials, our dentures are stronger,
more natural looking and comfortable. Providing denture
wearers the confidence to eat and most importantly, smile!

FC RNMI@IRIE

Clearview
Envn'-onmental

Facmtles Managemen
Securlty Installation.

Family-run professional Grounds Maintenance and Facilities
Management, based in Kidderminster.

All aspects of grounds maintenance and land clearance
Health & Safety inspections and remedial works

Tree surveys and surgery

All types of fencing installation

No problem too big.

clearview-environmental.com

contact@clearview-environmental.com

INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01527 577736
To request a free information booklet or a no obligation consultat

ion with our feam
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Charity duo to
reach for skies

TWO college students
are raising funds for
the Royal British
Legion (RBL) by doing
a charity skydive.

Mia Argyle and Tegan
Milne are studying uni-
formed protective services
at Heart of Worcestershire
College.

Throughout their lessons
they have learnt the impor-
tance of public and military
service and have decided to
raise money and awareness
for all those who have made
the sacrifices that provide
everyone with the freedom
they enjoy today.

Their goal is to raise dona-

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne
@bullivantmedia.com

tions towards The Royal
British Legion to aid the
serving armed forces, veter-
ans and their families.

To do so, they will conquer
their biggest fear — heights —
by completing a skydive out
of a plane at 14,000ft.

They have smashed their
fundraising target of £1,000
but hope to raise as much as
possible.

Mia said: “Fear has always
been holding me back and
keeping me within my com-
fort zone, but I believe I can

prove to myself and others
that I am strong, and I can
face my fears head on. At the
end of the day life is meant
to be lived to the fullest.

“And I believe it is about
seizing opportunities,
embracing challenges and
making the most out of the
time we have.”

Tegan added: “It has
always been a dream of mine
to complete a skydive, and
what better way than hon-
ouring a cause that is close
to my heart.”

As students in uniformed
protective services, they are
training to serve and protect
our community with cour-

age, dedication and resil-
ience.

These core values align
with the mission of the Royal
British Legion, an organisa-
tion that has been a lifeline
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for members and benefici-
aries of the Armed Forces
community since 1921.

By participating in a char-
ity skydive for the RBL, the
pair said they would not

only be supporting a worthy
cause but also enhancing
their own growth and sense
of duty.

Visit gofund.me/9390c92d
to donate.

Runners have new Project to go the distance for charity

TWO EMPLOYEES from The
Project in Rednal will take on the
Birmingham Half Marathon this
Sunday, May 4.

Mel Jaunzems and Lottie
Robinson, who both live in
Bromsgrove, are hoping to raise
funds for the charity which pro-
vides advice and services across
Birmingham.

The organisation, which was
started in Rednal 35 years ago
and has been based their ever

since, assists with issues, such
as welfare benefits, homeless-
ness and debt and it also con-
nects people to services in their
areas to improve wellbeing.

The Project also works with
Redditch Foodbank via Acts
of Kindness, offering financial
inclusion advice to those in
need.

The funds raised from Mel
and Lottie’s run will enable The
Project to help people quickly in

crisis at a time when it has never
been more needed.

The AJ Bell Great Birmingham
Run is the Midlands’ biggest run-
ning event which starts and fin-
ishes in the heart of the city.

Mel has undertaken the run a
couple of times before for the
charity whereas this is the first
time for Lottie who only recently
joined The Project.

The pair said they were both
dedicated to The Project, and

hoped to raise as much as they
could so to help as many people
as possible with the daily chal-
lenges they face, especially in
the cost-of-living crisis.

Visit ajbellgreatbirminghamrun
2025.enthuse.com/pf/melinda-
jaunzems/ for Mel and Lottie’s
fundraising page and to donate.

Mel Jaunzems and Lottie Robinson
will tackle the Birmingham Half
Marathon to raise funds for The
Project. s

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
/> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

4

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

v
o

; 7~ pound for £ th

ey

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm
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New counselling rules
will offer protection

A BROMSGROVE psychotherapist
is calling for greater regulation
of private sector counsellors over
fears growing numbers within
the industry are presenting them-
selves as professionals without
the necessary qualifications.

Helen Townsend, an accredited psycho-
therapist with over 17 years experience, is
Jjoining forces with professionals and gov-
erning bodies to advocate for government
regulation of the sector following growing
concerns.

She believes implementing a regulatory
framework, such as those provided by the
Professional Standards Authority (PSA),
would enhance the quality and safety of
counselling services while protecting the
public from potentially harmful practices.

‘With the NHS struggling to meet demand
due to excessive waiting lists and restric-
tive criteria for Talking Therapies, many
people are turning to the private sector
for support.

But the lack of regulation in the UK
means vulnerable individuals are at risk of
encountering unsafe practices.

Helen recently met with Bromsgrove
MP Bradley Thomas to discuss the urgent
need for mandatory government regula-
tions for counselling and psychotherapy
services.

Mr Thomas thanked Helen - who he said
had helped many constituents - for raising
the issue, adding he supported her cause.

“I look forward to working with Helen as
we seek to protect patients and promote
the valuable work of accredited counsel-
lors and psychotherapists.”

!
!
B

n

Further support

Labour’s health minister Stephen
Kinnock has also pointed out issues with
unregulation and Health Secretary Wes
Streeting noted an ‘overdiagnosis’ of men-
tal health conditions.

It is believed social media platforms
have exacerbated the problem, with adver-

tisements promoting quick-
fix courses such as ‘become
a counsellor in a weekend’.

These courses allow indi-
viduals to set up counselling
services in their communities
without adequate training,
insurance, or a complaints
policy, leaving vulnerable
clients without recourse in
cases of malpractice.

Helen stressed the impor-
tance of rigorous initial
training spanning four to six
years, supplemented by 30
hours of annual Continuing

Professional Development
(CPD).

She also advocates for
professional membership

subscriptions, monthly clini-
cal supervision, insurance,
enhanced DBS checks, and
GDPR compliance to ensure
ethical and effective care.

Helen, a member of the
National Counselling and
Psychotherapy Society
(NCPS) and the British
Association of Counselling
Psychotherapy (BACP), is urging the gov-
ernment to address these issues and intro-
duce regulations.

Helen Townsend, an experienced
Bromsgrove-based psychotherapist,
is calling for better regulations of
private sector counselling to protect
the public from potentially harmful
practices. s
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GET INVOLVED: RESIDENTS are being encour-
aged to celebrate the 80th anniversary of VE
Day by taking part in a host of scheduled events
organised by Droitwich Spa Town Council.

A variety of activities for VE Day 80 will take
place at Droitwich Spa Heritage and Information
Centre on Thursday, May 8.

The important day will start with a flag raising
by town crier, Edgar Harwood, at 9am outside St
Richard’s House in Victoria Square.

The Heritage and Information Centre’s Droitwich
at War exhibition will be on display from 10am to
7pm. The exhibition is also viewable from May 1
to May 15.

Visit: droitwichstandard.co.uk/news/droitwich-
at-war-exhibition-to-showcase-life-during-world-
war-two/ for more information on the exhibition.

There will be a war memorial service in Victoria
Square with the Royal British Legion from 11am.

In the afternoon there will be a classic 1940s
Punch and Judy show from 4.30pm until 5pm at
the Heritage and Information Centre, along with
a live singer who will perform 1940s and wartime

music for an hour-and-a-hald from 6pm.

At 7.45pm, the 2516 Droitwich Squadron Air
Cadets will march outside of St Richard’s House
from 7.45pm and a Beacon Lighting in the
St Augustine’s Church grounds will close the
evening at 9.30pm. Prior to that, from 9.10pm,
The Salvation Army Band will play a 20-minute
set.

Mayor of Droitwich Spa, Coun Alex Sinton, will
also read out a tribute.

And residents are being encouraged to eat
fish and chips to pay tribute to the brave fisher-
man who fished the seas and the farmers and
land girls who toiled in the fields. Fish and chips
\évere nolt rationed by then Prime Minister Winston

hurchill.

SERIOUS INJURIES: A TEENAGE girl was taken
to hospital after being hit by a bus in Frankley.
The incident happened at 3.14pm on Monday in
Arden Road.

One ambulance, a paramedic officer and
a MERIT trauma doctor with a Critical Care
Paramedic attended the scene.

The girl was treated for potentially serious inju-
ries before being taken to Birmingham Children’s
Hospital.

Professional 'Bh;ck‘Paving' & Slab L‘Iéaning Service

\

comrcial-powered jetwash, refilled sand Io, aI rubbish remi;ved

Call for a free, no obligation quote 019527 962771/ 07850 433817

reddicleanservice@gmail.com
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Richard Crane, from Charford in Bromsgrove, with his

Austin 8 CWT van.

THE ‘BIGGEST and best
ever’ Pride of Longbridge
Rally took place in Cofton
Park - 20 years to the
month of the collapse of
MG Rover.

More than 1,000 cars - all
built in Longbridge - descend-
ed on south Birmingham with a
multitude of models from Austin
7s to Minis, Metros, Montegos,
Maestros, Allegros, MGs and
more.

Organiser Gemma Cartwright
MBE said: “It’s been amazing.

“The weather has been kind to
us, we've had people come from
near and far for us.

“We've had enthusiasts, lots of
ex-Rover workers and Austin ex-
apprentices, people from abroad.

Minor Traveller.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Mollie Weaver, three, from
Northfield, in a 1957 Morris

We've done really well.

“Pride of Longbridge is more
about the cars - it’s about the
community around it.

“We recognise the collapse of
MG Rover 20 years ago which
was devastating to our communi-
ty and celebrating the heritage.”

Australian Mark Bell, an MG
and Rover enthusiast, travelled
all the way from Melbourne to
be at the event and presented
Gemma with a Rover Car Club
Australia cap.

He said: “I have been an enthu-
siast of Rover cars for about 50
years since I had my first ride in a
P6B and then I owned one.

hearse.

“I joined the club in the early
1990s and wanted to be here
because of Pride of Longbridge.
It was nice to find out what was
happening here and I realised
this was an important year — 20
years since the collapse of the
Longbridge plant and produc-
tion.

“I told my wife I was going
and now I'm here. It’s absolutely
fantastic — there’s so many great
cars here.”

Simon Haddleton, from Mortons
Funeral Directors in Northfield,
took a quirky 1964 Mini Woody
hearse ‘Bert’ - named after
Herbert Austin who formed the
original Austin Motor Company
— to the event.

He said: “As it was born in
Longbridge, we thought it would

Simon, from Mortons Funeral
Directors in Northfield, with a Mini
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This Rover Maestro 500 L 2.0 Perkins Diesel is a
recreation of one of the vehicles used by West

Midlands Police between 1985 and 1995.

The cars are still the stars in rally

be fitting to have Bert here today.
It’s been creating quite a stir with
everyone who has come down
here today.”

He added it was popular with
people who used to work at the
Austin or MG Rover and Mini
enthusiasts.

Richard Crane, from Charford,
Bromsgrove, brought his Austin 8
CWT van along to the rally.

He said: “I owned this exact
model 21 years ago and used to
use it for social, domestic and
pleasure drives.

“Then by sheer chance I saw it
on YouTube on Mathewsons on
the TV show Bangers and Cash
and decided to buy it back.

“And now, as it was built in
Longbridge, I thought I would
bring it down today.”

Pride of Longbridge organiser
Gemma Cartwright MBE with Mark
Bell who had travelled all the

way from Australia to be at the
rally. Pictures by Tristan Harris. ©
Bullivant Media Group Ltd.

DEAN SIMPSON

COUNTY TREE.SURGEONS

County Tree Surgeons have been
trusted tree surgeons in Redditch
and the surrounding area for over 15
years, specialising in tree reduction
and removal. A family run business
with values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

v All aspects of tree work undertaken
v Specialist in tree removal/ reductions
v Fencing

v Hedge maintenance

v/ Storm damage work

v Tree stump grinding service

¢ Conifer trees topped or felled

v Call out work

v Fast clean service

v Free estimates

v Fully insured

v All work carried out to BS3998 standard

In Loving Memory '
of

Peter Simpson

31.03.1942 -
01.06.2024

Tel 01527 404240
Mobile 07969 895316

wWww.countytreesurgeons.com
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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300 Gymshark
jobs on the line
as profits drop

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason
@bullivantmedia.com

ACTIVEWEAR Gymshark
has put the future of
almost 300 jobs on the
line, despite hitting record
revenues of more than
£600m for the first time.

The Solihull-headquartered
brand, co-founded by bil-
lionaire entrepreneur and
former South Bromsgrove
High School student Ben
Francis, has entered into a
consultation period with 296
employees, nearly a third of
its workforce.

The move was first report-
ed by Drapers and comes
on the heels of Gymshark’s
latest financial results, which
revealed revenue rose to
£607.3m for the year end-
ing in July 2024, up from
£556.2m the previous year.

It marks the 12th straight
year of sales growth for the
business, but that top-line
success contrasts with falling
profits.

Pre-tax profit declined for
the third consecutive year,

Gymshark co-founder Ben
Francis.

dropping to £11.8m from
£13m in 2023, down from
§27.8m in 2022. It comes
following a major investment
in the brand’s global expan-
sion, including new store
openings in the UK, the US,
and the UAE.

In the UK, the brand
continued its brick-and-
mortar expansion. The new
Bond Street store became
Gymshark’s fourth physi-

cal retail site, following the
opening of its flagship on
London’s Regent Street in
October 2022, its Westfield
Stratford City store earlier
this year, and its first inter-
national location in the Dubai
Mall

Gymshark’s  headcount
rose from 853 to 881 over
the year, though that figure
is now set to fall sharply as
the firm looks to restructure
operations amid the financial
pressures.

To support its expansion
and operations, the compa-
ny secured a new £120m
revolving credit facility in
May 2024, led by HSBC
and a consortium of banks.
The agreement includes an
additional £60m accordion
option over a five-year term,
offering further financial
flexibility.

Gymshark was founded in
2012 by Ben Francis and
Lewis Morgan. It reached uni-
corn status in 2020 after US
private equity firm General
Atlantic acquired a 21 per
cent stake, valuing the com-
pany at more than §$1bn.

ALL NEW LODGES
THIS MONTH

Gloucestershire, GL17 OPH

*FROM |
£49,000

Norton Park

*ok kK

Tewkesbury

(W

Gloucester, GL2 9LH

Call now for information or to arrange a viewing
www.courtfarmestates.co.uk

LUXURY LODGES LUXURY LODGES

Regency Court

Cheltenham, GL51 6SL
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COME & JOIN US FOR OUR
FAMILY FUN DAY
Monday 5th - May Bank Holid

|
The Grand opening

| THE BARNYARD GIFT §

Lots of yummy food!

show with The Natural Canine

dog
Dog entry opens at 11a .
g y op WIDQ

Flowers by Tammy Kefford
Health & fitness with Viking performance
Tardebigge Balloons
Flakeys Paint Studio ‘
Cutting Edge Machinery for your garden needs

‘> .
Plus much more...

£LUS Live music with Adam | |
L

Hosted by Dalishbakes
arns Rural Business Park, Hewell Lane, B601LP

FULLY FURNISHED RESIDENTIAL
& LUXURY LODGES FOR SALE

3 Court Farm Estates are a family owned business

" committed to providing safe and friendly
communities for people over the age of 45.

Ls Fully furnished residential and luxury lodges available
from just £49,000 (with the £10,000 discount)*

I Pet friendly parks.

L= No stamp duty on purchases.

L. Finance Guaranteed when placing a 50% deposit on

your new home.

I e

COURT FARM

——EsTaTES ——
wrran

Diamond Park

LUXURY LODGES

Woodlands Park

Green Crize Orchard

ODGE PARK

Cheltenham, GL50 4PB Hereford, HR2 8AB Alcester, BS0 4NP Kidlington, OX5 3DR
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Rising costs are hurting
our crucial businesses

APRIL marked the
start of the new
financial year, which
meant many local
businesses were
met with rising costs

Westminster Diary

Nigel Huddleston MP writes
for The Observer

i

Worcestershire alone,
pubs face an average
rates rise of more than
£4,500 next year.

If you support our
pubs, please sign the
petition on my web-

and new uncertainty.

From April 6, bill
increases introduced by the
Labour Chancellor of the
Exchequer came in, placing
fresh pressure on family busi-
nesses, farmers and employers
across Worcestershire.

This followed a deeply
concerning Spring Statement
which exposed the conse-
quences of Labour’s economic
mismanagement.

After raising spending by
£70billion, taxes by £40billion
and borrowing by £30billion,
the Chancellor is now scram-
bling to correct her own mis-
takes. Economic growth fore-
casts have been halved and
hardworking families are being
left to foot the bill.

Of particular concern is
Labour’s cap on Business
Property Relief which could see
long-established family firms
face inheritance tax for the first
time in generations — forcing
many to break up or sell.

I've heard from GP surger-
ies, care providers, charities

and hospitality businesses all
alarmed by Labour’s tax hikes,
red tape and cuts to business
rates relief. Confidence is being
lost, and investment delayed.

Family businesses employ
nearly 14million people and
contribute more than £200bil-
lion to the UK economy.

They deserve certainty, not
more costs and confusion. | will
continue to stand up for them
in Parliament.

Supporting pubs

| was proud to sponsor an
event in Parliament celebrating
our brilliant pubs.

In Droitwich and Evesham,
91 pubs and three local brew-
eries support more than 1,600
jobs and contribute £55million
to the local economy.

Labour’s decision to cut busi-
ness rates relief from 75 per
cent to 40 per cent and hike
employer National Insurance
contributions puts these
community hubs at risk. In

site.
Fighting modern slavery

It was extremely disappoint-
ing to see Labour MPs block
an amendment that would have
prevented taxpayer money
being spent on solar panels
linked to modern slavery. This
was a cross-party issue of prin-
ciple.

The UK must follow the
example of countries like the
United States and ensure our
green transition does not come
at the expense of human rights.

| am pleased that, after pres-
sure from the Conservative
MPs, the Government has now
U-turned and used our com-
mon sense approach to ban
solar panels linked to modern
slavery.

Backing a Ban on Phones
in Schools

| voted to ban mobile phone
use during the school day.
Sadly, the Government blocked

our amendment. Phones can
impact children’s wellbeing
and | believe a consistent, legal
approach is needed.

A rare Saturday in
Parliament

On April 12, Parliament sat
on a Saturday to debate emer-
gency legislation on British

teel. | support protecting steel
jobs, but the rushed process
and the scale of the powers
being granted raised serious
concerns.

The Conservatives proposed
a sunset clause to ensure these
emergency powers would be
time-limited and subject to
review, but sadly, it was not
even allowed to be debated.

The Government must now
be fully transparent about the
costs, oversight, and long-
term implications of this leg-
islation.

With spring in full swing, |
encourage everyone to enjoy
some of the fantastic festivals
and community events coming
up across the constituency - it's
a great time to get involved and
support our local culture.

Nigel Huddleston MP,
Member of Parliament for
Droitwich and Evesham
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Police handed
£3m boost for
66 more jobs

A MULTI-MILLION pound funding
boost will allow West Mercia Police to
hire dozens of new officers into neigh-
bourhood roles over the next year.

Government funding of £3 million
will cover the hiring of 31 neighbour-
hood police officers as well as 20
PCSOs and 15 specials across West
Mercia.

Earlier this month, Home Secretary
Yvette Cooper announced the
funding for 2025/26 as part of its
Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee
programme to bring in 13,000 extra
officers by the end of Labour’s parlia-
ment.

Each force in England and Wales
has been allocated a budget based on
the Police Funding Formula with West
Mercia Police receiving £3,108,283.

Speaking on behalf of West Mercia
Police Federation, Steve Butler said:
“We welcome lans to boost neigh-
bourhood policing, an area severely
hit by the budget cuts, with the links
into our communities being hard hit
and public confidence in policing
being dented.

As part of its plans, the Government
wants every neighbourhood in England
and Wales to have dedicated teams
spending their time on the beat, with
guaranteed police patrols in town
centres and hotspot areas at peak
times.

In announcing the funding, Ms
Cooper said: “The heartbeat of polic-
ing tradition is seeing bobbies on the
beat, but for too long, communities
have been feeling abandoned as crime
soared and neighbourhood police dis-
appeared.”

2N Dil"EC t
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loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

RN e

Shop at home for your
new carpet and

flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

§

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk



The Standard, Friday May 2, 2025

Raising funds
and awareness

FUNDRAISING
events to support the
Royal British Legion
Industries (RBLI) will
take place at HoW
College to commemo-
rate the 80th anniver-
sary of VE Day.

The activities will be held at
the Redditch and Bromsgrove
campuses on Tuesday (May
6) and the Worcester campus
on Wednesday (May 7).

The events bring togeth-
er students from a range of
courses to honour the bravery
and resilience of the armed
forces and to raise vital funds
for RBLI, an organisation
dedicated to supporting vet-
erans.

Celebration  highlights
include a student-run bake
sale, featuring a variety of
homemade goods includ-
ing cupcakes, brownies, and
cookies.

The sale will be set against
the nostalgic backdrop of a
1940s-themed student rec-
reation space, decorated and
soundtracked by a playlist
curated by students.

These will include war-
time classics from the D-Day
Darlings.

The events will also show-
case educational leaflets
designed by students to raise

awareness about the signifi-
cance of VE Day and the
work of RBLI.

A number of students from
the Public Services course
will be leading the days, rec-
ognising the historical and
ongoing importance of serv-
ice to the country.

Matthew Chadwick, a light
vehicle maintenance stu-
dent in Bromsgrove, said:
“Celebrating VE day and
marking the 80th anniversary
is important to me because it
is such an important part of
history and we can’t allow it
to be forgotten.

“My great grandfather was
a B17 mechanic in 1942 and
he was based in Africa where
he would help repair planes
that had flown in from com-
pleting bombing raids. “We
can’t forget the sacrifices
that so many veterans made
for us.”

Three RBLI representatives
will attend the Redditch event
to show their support.

Gerry Marsden, Chairman
of The Redditch Branch of
the Royal British Legion,
said: “The Royal British
Legion motto is ‘Service not
Self’ and we celebrate the
students at HoW College and
give thanks to their fund-
raiser.

“We stand together in hon-
our of those who served, pro-
viding unwavering support to
the Armed Forces community
- past, present, and future.”

Additional  fundraising
efforts include two student-
led skydives taking place
in May, showcasing HoW
College’s broad commitment
to charitable causes this
term.

People can visit: justgiv-
ing.com/page/howcollegefun-
draiser to donate.
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For more information, or to book, please call

dZ“tGO/ 03332 342 514 auowc osc

Holidays

VE DAY 80: POPPIES AT THE
TOWER OF LONDON
Departing Sat 23 Aug ‘25, Sat 20 Sep ‘25
Join us at the Tower of London to commemorate
the 80 anniversary of the end of the
Second World War with a spectacular poppy
installation. This new display represents the
sacrifice made by so many and a symbol of
resilience against overwhelming odds.
Your break includes
v/ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove
¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast
¢/ Admission to the Tower of London & the
Poppies at the Tower installation
¢ Free time in London for shopping
& sightseeing

2 Days by Coach on(g £159

Single Supplement £50

Ihese ackages are subject to Just ol Holidays :erms & condiians. (oath bookings are protected by Bonded Coach Holidays & the Association of
otected NoJ0BES. Prices are per persui, haset on two people sharing a room & ionoured
up o 7 davs pos publicalion. oter which pices may fluctuate. Choices of date. hotel, airporl or pick up localion may incur a

Bonded Travel Organisers Trust Ltd. Air holidays are ATOL proteq
on booking
supplemant. Please see website or ca | for full detaiks.

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

TORQUAY, SOUTH DEVON &
DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK
Departing Mon 1 Sep ‘25
Torquay is the perfect location to enjoy a seaside
getaway in the heart of the English Riviera!
We explore this lovely landscape with a cruise
on the River Dart, a scenic drive through the
Dartmoor National Park and spend time in
beautiful Dartmouth.
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove
¢ 4 nights at the Riviera Hotel, Torquay (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast
¢/ Entertainment some evenings
¢/ Scenic drive through Dartmoor National Park
¢/ Cruise on the River Dart
¢ Excursions to Buckfast Abbey, Princetown,
Tavistock, Dartmouth & Totnes
Optional excursion to Brixham
& Teignmouth (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach WL@ £399

Single Supplement £75
o
Foldys | Sariro

BRITI
TRAVEL
AWARDS

n justgohols bred

&

JEWELLERY REPAIRS

Find us inside: SJ Shoe Repairs,
Unit 3 Park Walk, Kingfisher Centre, Redditch B97 4HD. (Opposite Sports Direct)

Jewellery repair service ii

Rings resized, Claws replaced, Stones reset,
Chains and Charms soldered
and so much more...

@é ewieece

Fridays 10am-4pm Saturdays 9am-12noon

Outside of these hours: Call Sharon Gayle on 07939 620649

we (C

@ sharoniquejewellery.co.uk

>< sharoniquejewellery@gmail.com 7 o s .
UWilte Over 20 yewer Cr(ut/emwwnw
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First World War re-enactors paraded on the site.

LEFT: Alex
Wolswijk, Luke
Greenwood and
Aran Sullivan
from the BrumVik

Sufragene Ellen
Davison, First
World War
civillian Willow
Pinchin, Connor
McGrath from the
First World War
and James Homer
from the 1911

- Railway Riots.

FAR RIGHT:
Cpl lan Cowling
with the Vicker’s

. Machine Gun, part

of the Great War
Society.
Pictures by

" Tristan Harris. ©

Bullivant Media

. Group Ltd.

AVONCROFT Museum was
packed and buzzing during
the two-day International
Living History Festival.

More than 400 re-enactors
showcased 700 years of the past
— all spread out over the 19 acres
of the site and its 30 historical
buildings.

Medieval groups and vikings
demonstrated combat, soldiers
from numerous eras were march-
ing on site and others were
speaking to the visitors — more
than 800 in total - about what
they were watching and experi-
encing.

Among the scenes created were
some from the First and Second

The Standard, Friday May 2, 2025

comes to hfe

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

‘World War, American revolution-
aries, Romans, and Victorians.

The re-enactors — spread across
40 camps - used the historic
buildings as part of their amazing
reconstructions.

As well as combat, they illus-
trated what daily lives were like
from work and crafts to cooking
and general living conditions.

Among the copious highlights
were Vikings battling it out with
Napoleonic troops, medieval
weavers and sail-makers team-
ing up with stone age settlers,
storytellers sharing tales with

dancers and musicians. Billed
as a ‘true family event, packed
with education and entertain-
ment’, it was a truly incredible
experience.

There were also trader stalls,
selling historically inspired arte-
facts from jewellery and hats to
handmade tools, costumes and
cloth to historic pottery.

A medieval kitchen display
and multiple mead-makers were
among the traders.

A ‘Meet the Authors area’ with
talks and presentations were also
held across the weekend in the
Historic Long Room (upstairs),
with music and dance in the
Guesten Hall.

OFTEN IMITATED BUT

‘Wh|Ie all costs are going up -

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

NEW FI-USH BEAUTIFULFCRNI{PSITE DOORS
U¥ .e .
WINDOWS (| Competitive Prices

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE

MOORE

NARBANTY A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

01789 41511 07729 539239 WWW. |ll||m00I‘BSWIIIl|0WSiIIIl|l|0(ll‘s co.uk
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Elaine Smith, Helen Carter and Robin Mellor from the
§ On War Servnce First World War re-enactment group.

The Victorian Association brought its Diehard re-enac- Steve and Kathy Cashmore depicted life in 1953 in

Mark Page and Tom Jones from the Les Poilu d’Angleterre. tors to the venue. Avoncroft’s 1946 prefab.

-

"’ ROWBERRYS

\
f\\

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am- 4. 30pm

The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butcherg, Deli and Restaurant

it GOty @ %am@% ot CUpldaqen Corbelt,

Kidderminster DY10 4QN
We have a wnde selection of

Tel: 01562 777 003
Summer Bedding Plants,
Hanging Baskets, Planted Tubs

READY NOW!

; S
We keep our LOCAL famlly owned farm
shop stocked with plenty of fresh fruit,
vegetables and a full selection of
groceries.

The Restaurant

Hot Food is served in the

Restaurant daily from Did you know we also even stock gifts,

11.45 until 3.30pm
with Breakfast also served
between 8.30am and 11.45am.

Amazing Afternoon Teas
at only £12.50 per person

Top quality home grown plants
@ affordable prlces'

beautiful cards and freshly cut flowers?

Our Deli Counter serves both sweet
treats and savoury snacks. We have a
fresh fish counter in our Butchers along
with a wide choice of British and
local meats.

— AW

o o

Al

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁFind us on Facebook




A beautiful sunny springtime scene posted by Vicki’s Tropic

Louise. s

Springtime in full focus

WITH Easter, a break
from school and some
fantastic springtime
weather, many resi-
dents of all ages head-
ed out and about to
make the most of the
sunshine.

‘We put out a call on our
Facebook page for your pic-
tures of what you got up to
during this time off work,
school and college and you
did not disappoint.

There are plenty of places
to go in the borough and
throughout Worcestershire
— wonderful venues, country

A view of the Boathouse Cafe at Arrow Valley Lake by Kerry

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

parks and green areas to
spend your leisure time.

As youwould expect, coun-
try parks proved popular
with visitors who went for
walks or enjoyed food and
drink at cafes, while others
indulged in the beauty of
nature and family-friendly
activities.

Lakes glistened wunder
longer daylight hours, and
the trees burst with fresh
green leaves and cherry
blossoms. Families fed the

ducks, geese, swans and
other water birds while
cyclists pedalled their way
along the paths and oth-
ers enjoyed picnics on the
grass.

Worcestershire in spring-
time offers a refreshing
reminder of new beginnings,
hope, and community spirit.

And, with another bank
holiday upon us, there will
be plenty of time to go out
and enjoy the sunshine.

An Easter art diorama by
Ellouise Eades. s
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Fishing at Coughton Court by Jen Hopkins.
s

I Lunchtime Specials and

«% Under 60s Menu £9.25

4 Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £8.75

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £11.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £17.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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THE ULTIMATE IRISH MUSIC TRIBUTE SHOW

FEATURING AWARD
il , WINNING HIGH ENERGY IRISH TRIBUTE BAND THE WILD MUR
RS PHYS

Featuring \1ve\v‘c0\'@r5ym;.glassic frish songsike 5a|Way. Girl? “Tell Me Ma’ ‘Thei[ﬁﬁi"‘ﬂkover’
sseyen Drunken Nights? “Wild Rover’ ‘Whiskey inthe! ar’ and many more by the likes of:
THE DUBLINERS THE POGUESTHE SAW DOCTORS STEVE EARLE FLOGGING MOLLY BRENDAN SHINEDANIEL 0'DONNELL
KIGK MURPHYSVAN MORRISON THE FUREYS and many more
phandsin the

NATHAN CARTER FOST FR AND ALLENTHE DROP
Al pertormed jjy~ ~one of the most popular irish trib dsin

N

) SR
THE ARTRIX - BROMSGROVE

o Thursday 22nd May | 7.30pm
61324 | www.artrixbromsgrove.co.uk
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SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

Longbridae
Cindding 3 Rooflng Lid
Nlosw mar o 622 991

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

> ) W, #
FIEWEIH CRANGH Mo Aot of the Cart of DPiyniceoth
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Hewell
Grange is
the topic of
this month’s
4 history
society talk
on Monday,
May 12.

Hewell Grange
in the spotlight

REDDITCH History
Society continues its
season of local and
national history talks
with a presentation on
the Hewell Grange in
Tardebigge from 2pm
to 4pm on Monday,
May 12, at the Oasis
Christian Centre.

The presentation: ‘Hewell
Grange: Is the landscape
worth the 2* designation
given it by English Heritage?’
will be delivered by David
‘Whitehead, of the Hereford
and Worcester Gardens
Trust.

The talk will concentrate
upon the house, the fam-

ily and the landscape in
the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, and from the Gardens
Trust perspective, the
restoration of the Quarry
Garden and the potential
for the parkland and gar-
dens to become a major
tourist attraction.

A spokesperson for the his-
tory society said: “We are
especially pleased to wel-
come David Whitehead as
our speaker, as he was a
history teacher at Redditch
County High School early in
his long teaching career, and
will no doubt be a familiar
face to some members of our
audience.

“David has written sev-

eral books, including one
on the Parks and Gardens
of Herefordshire, and con-
tributed more recently to its
companion volume about
‘Worcestershire.”

The Redditch History
Society meets from 2pm until
4pm on the second Monday
afternoon of each month.

Non-members are always
welcome, for a §4 entrance
fee, and refreshments are
available after the talk for
just 50 pence per person.

Further details of the 2025
season can be found online
at redditchhistorysociety.org.
uk or on a leaflet, available
at Redditch Library and The
Palace Theatre.

JOHNSONS

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT GREAT DAY OUT

‘Club Class’ Extra Legroom or Luxury Traveller
Coaches.

Entrance and Admission Charges included.

Depart from 38 local Boarding Points with
reserved seating.

RAF Cosford Air
Show, Telford

Ironbridge &
Buscobel

Skipton Canal
Cruise

ouse

Mon 2 June 2025 Thu 5 June 2025 Sun 8 June 2025
£72.50pp £54.50pp £69.50pp
Crich Tramway RHS Hampton Court Kennet Horse-
Village Garden Festival Drawn Boat Cruise

RHS

Hampton
Court Palace
Garden Festival

2/RHS

Tue 24 June 2025

Thu 3 July 2025
£61.50pp

Tue 8 July 2025

& So much more on offer!

01564 510 037

ions Team

Call our Reser

BRAND NEW! Summer 2025 Day
Excursion & Express Excursion
Brochures... OUT NOW

Start planning your Summer days out today, 104 Day Trips to
choose from with Return Coach Travel and Admissions included!
Over 60 Express Departures from our Depot in Henley-in-Arden.
Don't hesitate, get booking today!
Scan the QR code to get view the digital copy of the Brochures!

« JOHNSONs |

S
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New estate agents
opens town office

A VARIETY of activities were
held to celebrate the offi-
cial opening of a new estate
agents in Bromsgrove.

The event to launch Oakhams at
2, High Street, Bromsgrove, took
place on Saturday.

There was plenty of fun for all the
family, including football freestyle
workshops, free slushies, free cof-
fee, balloons and more.

More than 400 chocolates were
given out, along with §5 off vouch-
ers for the Steamhouse Cafe which
is down the road from Oakhams’
office.

A competition for people to guess
how many keys were in a jar was
also held with the closest guess
getting a $200 gift voucher to
spend at The Queen’s Head pub in

Jamie S

Bromsgrove. o

The event was such a success that
the company’s director Nick Oakes
has decided to host another event,

similar to the launch, tomorrow take place from 1lam.

(Saturday, May 3) for those who
missed it the first time. That will

hall gave out free chocolate. s

Visit our website at bromsgrove
standard.co.uk for more pictures of

the launch.

Stalls, food and fun at Blue Cross fundraiser

THERE will be fun for all the
family at the latest fayre to raise
funds for Bromsgrove’s Blue
Cross.

The event will take place at the
Romsley Scout Centre Playing
Fields from 10am to 3pm next
Saturday, May 10.

Among the attractions will be
craft stalls, pre-loved goods and

food and refreshments.

All funds raised will help the
Blue Cross care for more cats,
dogs and small animals at its
rehoming centre on Wildmoor
Lane in Catshill.

Saffron Parry, assistant manag-
er at Blue Cross in Bromsgrove,
said: “Blue Cross relies on the
support and donations of pet

lovers to continue our vital
work changing the lives of sick,
injured and homeless cats, dogs
and small animals.

“Entry to the fayre is free and
dogs are welcome to come along
too.”

Email bromsgrove@bluecross.
org.uk or call the team on 0300
777 1842 for more on the event.
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REDDITCH

TECH CENTRE

Repairs & Tuition in Your Home
Local, Friendly, Reliable - Right When You Need It!

Hi, I'm Carl - your local tech expert based right
here in Redditch! Whether you're struggling with a
sluggish PC, a misbehaving Mac, or just need a bit

of help getting online - | come directly to your

home to get things sorted - no stress, no jargon.

Repairs & Support for:
* PCs & Laptops * Apple Macs
* Windows Issues ¢ Software Troubleshooting

1-to-1 Basic Tuition for Silver Surfers
But Everyone Welcome
* Email Setup & Use ¢ Video Calling
* Home WiFi Setup & Security
Local, Independent Business
Fully Mobile - | come to you!
Friendly, No-Nonsense Support

Call Carl on: 07887 877911

info@rtechcentre.co.uk
www.rtechcentre.co.uk

BATHROOM, KITCHEN & BEDROOM DESIGN EXRTS

Visit our showroom:
Monday - Friday 9.00am - 4.00pm, Saturday 10am - 3pm
Unit 1 Aston Fields Trading Estate, Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR

01527 576565
www.image-interiors.co.uk

Image Interiors
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BRIDGE TO BEAUTY

Beauty on the inside and out

Our aim is to bring all manner of pamper sessions under one root, becoming a one
stop shop to feeling balanced, relaxed, uplifted and motivated.

Feeling good from both the inside and out.

No one leaves without feeling anything less than beautiful both mentally and
physically.

When we feel beautiful, we glow.

All of our sessions focus on mental well-being as well as physical appearance
offered at affordable prices.

Bridge To Beauty care about each and every one of our clients in all aspects
including mental health and wellbeing and our treatments can achieve a higher
level of serotonin, so let us be your happy place.

Treatments include massages, luxury facials, waxing, lash and brows, manicures,
pedicures, aesthetics, gel nails, reiki, hot stones and spray tanning

All bookings and enquiries can be made on
Facebook @bridge to beauty
or Webpage https://bridgetobeauty.co.uk
Based in Greenlands Business Centre Redditch B98 7HD
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New Coach to bk
sessions to start

NEW Couch to 5k
courses are set to start
across Bromsgrove and
Redditch this month.

The nine-week courses are
designed for absolute begin-
ners and offer an easy way
to get fitter and healthier
for anyone, whether you've
never run before or want to
get back into being more
active.

Anyone that wants to ditch
the couch and start running
are welcome at any session
people do not need to book,
and sessions are completely
free.

Bromsgrove

There will be sessions
on a Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday. Monday
sessions will be held from
6pm at The Ryland Centre
Track (first session on
Monday, May 12).

Wednesday sessions will be
held at 10am at Sanders Park
Bandstand. Thursday ses-
sions will be held at 9.30am
at Catshill Meadow.

And Friday sessions will be
held at 9am at Hagley Playing
Fields.

Redditch
There will be kit availa-

5k courses.

ble free to collect tomorrow
(Saturday, May 3) at Batchley
Support Group, Oasis in
‘Woodrow and Inspire Support
Services in the Winyates Craft
Centre.

At the Abbey Stadium
track, sessions take place on
Sundays at 10am, Mondays
at 7.30pm and Wednesdays
at 7.30pm.

At Stitch Meadow, Arrow
Valley Lake, they will be held
on Mondays at 10am and at
7pm on Thursdays.

Other sessions take place
at 6.30pm on Wednesdays
at Matchborough Pond,
at 6.30pm on Thursdays
at The Field in Woodrow
(meet by Studley Road car
park), 9.30am on Fridays at
Batchley Pond and at 9am on
Saturdays in Morton Stanley
Park.

The weekly sessions, which

Abbey Stadium is one of the venues for the new Couch to

are all free, are led by Run
Leaders who hold official
qualifications from England
Athletics and provide a course
which is fully endorsed by the
NHS. Participants are advised
to attend three sessions a
week on whichever days are
ideal.

Bromsgrove District and
Redditch Borough Council
sports development officer,
Hayley Gwilliam, said: “The
health and mental benefits of
taking part in a Couch to 5k
course are amazing and can
really set you up for a good
week or day. It's no surprise
it is such a high attendance
act1v1ty, €ven more so over
spring and summer.”

Contact the council’s
Sports Development team on
01527 881404 or sd@brom-
sroveandredditch.gov.uk for
more information.

Reddistores Self Storage

REDDISTORES

safe | secure | selfstorage

Redditch

We have a wide range of units in our heated facility ranging
from 25sq ft -380sq ft, with the majority on the ground
floor.

The facility is accessed via key code entry with 24 hour CCTY, plus all
indoor units have their own alarm linked to ADT. The facility and
grounds are well maintained and lit, and offer a safe environment for
customers 7 days a week.

We also offer a man and van service free of charge for two hours, to
help bring your items into storage. Our prices are competitive but we
will price match any other facility quote within 5 miles should you find
it cheaper, plus we offer discounts for long term customers.

SELF STORAGE SOLUTIONS
FOR HOME & BUSINESS

For further Information Call

01527 62308

Weights Farm Business Par
Weights Lane, Redditch B97 6RG

www.reddistores.co.uk




The Standard, Friday May 2, 2025 PAGE 23

HOME COMFORTS

Ottoman Beds ' Corner Suites

Single, Three Quarter, Double and Kingsize Beds or
Matteresses Always in Stock

“OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
George Street Ringway, Bedworth, CV12 8EB

(02476) 315 483
o ==,

‘ PHOrmSE V’S,ﬂ Parkmg

Electron
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com g 2 PP
. - “

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

| Anonymous

AVIEEL. - AR ) OSSR L. N U T R 2 -

IN MEMORIAM DEATHS MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES

— — SERVICES —
—

In memory of Vincenzo As T. 519 Evesham Road,
: . lme GOCS B Crabbs Cross,
JOhn Methln D,Ella YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN y

Redditch, B97 5JP

THE NURSERY SHOP

Jone S (Formerly of Rossini Restaurant) MEMORIAL SUPPLIER
MSad(}y pgisei awiyzggs Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
onday st pri . 2ge Fode
RAF Squadron Leader A much loved Husband to Margaret. Addlt;{)nal ]ngc"wo?(s and 8
in the 2nd World War A wonderful Father to Alessandro and enovation yor { )
Riccardo and a special Nonno. Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
Brother of the late Evan Jones, Vincenzo will be profoundly missed by all Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk hooraddich K
Studley of his family and friends. e Y +CO.| www.nurseryshopredditch.co.ul

Our Lady & St Joseph Catholic Church,

The funeral mass will take place at Please call 01527 550505 TM] 527 550 700

Alcester on Th;x;sggy 15th May 2025 To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times
at o am.
H you haVe d “This will be followed by burial at Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Alcester Cemetery. Redditch B97 5XP
Flowers if desired or donations for
message for a Our Lady & St Joseph Catholic Church “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
Alcester may be sent to
Thomas Brothers Funeral Directors, FUNERAL
loved One Call Our Greyfriars, Birmingham Road, DIRECTORS
y) Alcester. B49 5QF. —

01789 330939

te amon Thank You

01527 588688 [pummm

Michael James Giles
Imm S and ?g;: Ltd

It is with deep sadness that we announce -
the sudden and unexpected passing of our The Complete

beloved father, Michael Imms, Funeral Directors

on Sunday, 20th April 2025.

He was much loved by his family, friends,
and the wider community, and his
presence will be dearly missed by all who
knew him.

< 5
Allow our family
A funeral service to celebrate his life will f f .I
be held at Redditch Crematorium on
Tuesday, 20th May at 2:00pm. to care for you rrami y

All who knew him are welcome to attend
and pay their respects.

o Forever in our hearts.
FUNERAL BROMSGROVE ~ DROITWICH STUDLEY FuREPAID
DIRECTORS 01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE

An Independent_ Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

‘l Huntleys Funeral Services
W Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice, We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans. REDDITCH + BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700
* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital, WYTHALL + ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER

excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply o e 01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939
- please ask us for details. T T i ; §

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk ) v Sbrothersico.uk _
: Y e N o) email: admm(’thomasbrothers co. uk
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com
. r. WUEN N S W U

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—-—

Y Learn from yesterday,
\ live for today,
\ hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

MORTONS (-

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. rfect Funeral for your loved one

Arrange an appointment today .

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
0121459 9111 Complete Funeral Directors and
Offices i Nortfeld, Cotterdge and Rubery Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service

_E E Professionally qualified
r independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

* Private Chapel of Rest

age they may be, is never easy and affects different people * Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.

in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorslid.co.uk
T: 01527 831723

info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

)

your loved onescgzﬁigsi%gg}.’..nm B %711052 015 27 588688
P, . R

\
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Order:

A4023 COVENTRY HIGHWAY, MOONS MOAT,
MAPPLEBOROUGH GREEN

Order Effect: Road closed to southbound t vehicular
traffic between northbound slip road for A435 and
southbound slip road for A435

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing,
weeknights only, 2000-0600hrs.

Order Commences: 6 May 2025 for up to
18 months

Anticipated Completion: 10 May 2025

Access & Diversion: A435 Northbound slip road,
A435 Northbound, Ullenhall Lane and back onto the
A435 Southbound. Access/Egress to/from Amazon
Depot (Redditch Gateway North & South) will be
maintained.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

COVENTRY HIGHWAY, MAPPLEBOROUGH GREEN
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
the slip road junction with Redditch Eastern
Gateway onto A435.

Reason for Order: To enable cabling works,
overnight 2000-0600hrs.

Order Commences: 22 May 2025 for up to
18 months

Anticipated Completion: 23 May 2025

Access & Diversion: Coventry Highway, Alcester
Road, Birmingham Road and vice versa.
Contractor: OCU Group, Tel: 02039 274 618

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D51680 HIGHFIELD ROAD, DL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Station Road to Stapleton Road.

Reason for Order: Drainage work, 0800-1700hrs.
Order Commences: 19 May 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 23 May 2025

Access & Diversion: Lansdowne Road, Hilmorton
Drive, A448, Station Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

EVESHAM ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works to install a new

water connection.

Order Commences: 19 May 2025 for up to

18 months

Anticipated Completion: 23 May 2025

Access & Diversion: Evesham Road, School

Road, Salford Road, Norton Road, Alcester Road,

Harvington Lane, Abbots Salford Road, Anchor

Lane, Crest Hill and vice versa.
RNR Traffic

Tel: 07852

380 338.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Assistant Director of Strategy,
Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick, CV34 4RL Date 2 May 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
[ ..

E DISTRICT COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,
CAS = Conservation Area Setting,
MAJ = Major Development.

25/00454/FUL MAJ CAS ADVSTD
Site: Kingfisher Car Park 7, Church Road, Redditch,
Worcestershire.

Proposal: Full planning application for the development
of 53 no. retirement apartments (Use class C3)
including vehicular access, car parking, landscaping
and associated infrastructure.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: LB = Listed Building.

25/00459/LBC LB
Site: The Crabmill Inn, 122 Birmingham Road,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B61 0DF.

Proposal: Refurbishment of existing beer garden.
25/00458/FUL LB

Site: The Crabmill Inn, 122 Birmingham Road,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B61 ODF.

Proposal: Refurbishment of existing beer garden.
25/00465/LBC LB
Site: Cast Iron Bridge, Hewell Grange, Hewell Lane,
Tardebigge, Worces‘tershlre

roposal: new resin-bound
paving and paint flmsh m ironworks.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email

newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

Keeplng you up to date with all the
latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

DARK brown leather
suite 3 seater settee
2 chairs 1 large

BUILDING
SERVICES
—

RETIRED BUILDER
AVALIABLE

Able to do small or
large projects
Good rates offered

Call Steve on

0152769309
07541219951

07811002531
LEATHER tree piece
£200 due to moving
07481479850
WASHING  machine
Beko Aquatech
10Kg like new £75
ono due to moving
07481479850
BRAND new spare
wheel T115 / 70D

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01826 257643

CARAVANNING MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS
I N N N
[ ¥ MOBILITY HORNBY 00 gauge | HORNBY OO gauge
l““nn SCOOTER diesel  locomotive steam  locomotive
(Cat ref R347) + tender (Cat ref
2 Berth Caravan FimDI_Eh(t:Z_?t BR Class 37 with ggSO%R%!ll kCIfxsli
rame lghtwelght. green livery and in ack witl
. 200.5 g:alg;e(:rera late crest. Excellent | late crest, engine
with Awning and e dielfvar condition, test run | mounted driven.
many extras No time wasters. only, complete with |  Exeellent condition,
Excellent orignal. 'bax _and g:]h)t;rwisees unus‘;u;
gondition 01789 778174 instructions. £25. Tel Complete with
(7415322794 | original box. £55. Tel
£3,500 i ROGERS Full Octave ¢ A
4 GOLF equipment - - ¢ 07415322794
01527 544583 Motor Caddy golf | upright — piano, | BABy COT Wooden
bag 8 ping irons :jeak finish, als? with  sliding  side,
Yonex woods etc uet piano  stool. ideal spare for
wous _£100 07429387109 Excellent condition. grandpa;gns, no
SMART Wonder | Offers around £250 | mattress £20 Tel
RECLINER CHAIR Core Machi for | 07752313124 07925170951
electric  rise & workouts nearly new
recline £169 Manual | _£25 07811002531 WANTED
recline chair £60 | YORK fitness stepper | IESEG_|___u
High seated chair £45 07811002531
£40 Can deliver | TWO black & chrome
07703 925662 bar stools £15 each

157 1-20 etc £65 ono
footstool VGC £350 07823475979
01527 544583 m i
= — | FREE 0 full | | **WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
wooden set of Encyclopedia P
}murﬂkmatc beggg Britannica 01527 Vintage or New
e 558664 Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
- NATHAN  Extending d f ds. Cash paid
GOLF equipment |  Dining Table and six andirareifinds, Cosh pa
Motor Caddy golf [ chairs. Teak finish. | | Callor text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
bag 8 ping irons [ Excellent Condition. Or email: welston@live.com
Yonex woods etc | Offers around £200 Paul (Alb & D d R d:
£10007420387109 | _ 07752313124 ul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

BUILDERS
—

out our E-Editions!

The same paper youl

www.redditchstandard.co.uk/editions
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk/editions
www.droitwichstandard.co.uk/editions

efon your mobile, tablet and computer
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CARPENTRY/
JOINERY
—

HG Carpentry
Doors & Interiors

07454214366
07580147544

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY

-&’.”‘g‘l'a %

]
& JOINERY

Samuel Streeter
Streeterscarpentryjoinery@gmai.com

07397 519486

Zgan®

Based in
Carpgnter Studley,
LU v rvyickshire
DECORATING &
PAINTING
I

DA SMITH |
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07841 688 655 - tc21 836201

FENCING
| -

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SmALL
Contact Daryl

01527 526990 * 07847 898079

For a free quote

GARDENING

SERVICES
—

( P
Dragonfly
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
¢ Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming
* Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture
with a local major Garden Centre
Registered Waste Carrier
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

JEFS

Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES

GARDENING
SERVICES
—_—

REGULAR

LAWN GUTTING

Friendly service
Redditch & surrounding areas

07599 210652

HAIRDRESSERS
—

Hair by Sharon

in the comfort of your own home
Over 20 years
experience

" 310A Birchfield Road,
Webheath,
Worcestershire

\\. 07772994654

sharon_campion@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN
—

KITCHENS
—

S.W

INSTALLATIONS

Bathrooms

FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION

BATH
SUPPLIED & FITTED
PLUMBING,
CARPENTRY, TILING,
WORKTOP & DOOR
REPLACEMENT
(&M & fit, supply only or fit only)

LOCAL TRADESMAN

20YRS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB T0O SMALL
01926 773386 or

07971 684 353

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing « Slabbing = Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

PLUMBING
—

é PS HEATING
25l & PLUMBING

Boiler change from £1,300
Special offer for full Heating System
Specialist in
Hhoscses [Tt BAXI_ABIASI i ey

Fully insured up to £2M.

woaior 07961 140 885

Free Quotation:

REMOVALS/
STORAGE
-

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS

ADivision M&Hm@mnts {Redditch) LTD
+ 2,4 &7 yard skips

g Idwm doors guﬁ!eed

" |

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

e

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWitk IsRedditch.co.uk

ROOFING
—

Up4hire.co.uk

Gutters, tiles, pointing,

repairs, painting

01527 575553

WEATHER SBGUARD
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
10% F too small
AI.I. HOO NG and insured
REPAI Written quotes
available
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
Office: 01521962 972
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

Fully guaranteed
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Pt Mobile: 07467159012
ROOFING
.

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
commercial skip requirements

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
Frompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

“Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:

& www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS
—

N

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf * Patios

Contact us today

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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Appomtments

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,

very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of

pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNts@a2h60k.co.uk

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Passenger
Assistants

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

Personal
Care Assistant

required by disabled man in
Church Hill, Redditch.

Approx 7:45am - 9:00am
Saturday/Sunday.

£15 per hour
+ holiday pay.

Phone Mark
01527 456794

(or 07578 868848)

WORKSHOP MACHINIST

required
! in abusy engine reconditioners based in Studley.
Experience in machining or engineering would be

an advantage.

Pay dependent upon experience.
Send CV to sales@engine-centre.co.uk or
contact David on 01527 854968

The Standard, Friday May 2, 2025

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

LOOKING
FOR A NEW

JOB?

Check out
our
recruitment
ads in print
and online!

§ Standaird

CoventryObserver.co.
Obseérver
Obsérver
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Aston Martin launches DBX

Aston Martin has announced
a new DBX flagship, DBX S.

With the dynamic appeal of
DBX707 and an engine enhanced
by technology transferred direct:
ly from the forthcoming Valhalla
supercar, DBX S offers one of the
most engaging and responsive driv-
ing experiences delivering even
more power, reduced weight and
more assertive design. With a suite
of exterior and interior enhance-
ments to match, the DBX S certainly
has its own undeniable identity.

Aston Martin CEO, Adrian
Hallmark, said: “The introduction
of DBX S not only reaffirms our
commitment to producing the most
exciting, rewarding and beautiful
cars, it also sends a powerful state-
ment of intent about our ambitions
not just for DBX, but for the Aston
Martin brand.”

At the heart of the new DBX S
lies an upgraded version of the
acclaimed Aston Martin 4.0-Litre
Twin-Turbo V8 powerhouse. By
using turbo technology transferred
directly from the upcoming Valhalla
supercar including its larger com-
pressor wheel diameters and oth
internal improvements, power is
raised by a further 20PS to 727PS
and provides even greater urgency
at the very top of the rev range,
making DBX S’s performance even
more memorable. The result is a
0-62mph time of just 3.3 seconds
and reduction in acceleration time
from 0-124mph (200km/h) of
0.3 seconds. Top speed remains
unchanged at an impressive
193mph.

Further enhancing both per-
formance and its perception is a
modified exhaust system amplifying
even more character to the natural

voice of the thunderous V8 engine
and exploiting the full the opportu-
nity presented by the engine’s turbo
enhancements.

As with its DBX707 stablem-
ate, DBX S distributes its power
between the front and rear wheels
in variable proportion — including
an ability to send 50 per cent of its
torque to the front and up to 100
per cent of its torque to the rear
wheels alone - through an innova-
tive 9-speed ‘wet clutch’ transmis-
sion, which removes the need for
a conventional torque converter,
delivering extreme performance on
launch from standstill. However,
the DBX S gearbox has been further
modified to provide an even more
memorable driving experience.
Change up points are adjusted to
reflect the car’s extended rev range,
while downshifts in Sport and Sport
+ modes when the car is in auto-

matic are even more aggressive.

In addition to the power upgrade,
a number of measures have been
taken not only to significantly
reduce the kerb weight of DBX S,
but to do so in an intelligent and
highly selective fashion that ensures
that mere weight loss is just one
of attributes resulting from these
actions. A prime example is the new
optional carbon fibre roof present-
ed in a glorious single weave pat-
tern which, at almost three metres
square, is by far the largest such
carbon element ever fitted to an
Aston Martin. Specification of the
carbon roof sees the removal of the
roof rails, and as a combination not
only saves 18kg of mass, but does
so from the very highest point of
the car, reducing its centre of grav-
ity and therefore enhancing both
stability and agility further.

DBX § is available to order now.

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
ENGINE?
FREE Advice and Quotes

All Car, Agricultural and
Commercial Engine Work

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Cylinder Head Re-facing
Crankshaft Regrinding
Pressure Testing
Reboring and Liner Fitting

! Engine Parts at LOW PRICES

Does your
VINTAGE VEHICLE
need work?

Tel 01527 854968 / 07730 874527
: Email : sales@engine-centre.co.uk
: www.engine-centre.co.uk
Studley, B80 7AP
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
for trade customers

e,
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Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid
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Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning

(;‘I;LC};ElCl;ED 4 lFUI.ALY IILJS;JRED
07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Team VERTU make stunning start
to BTCC season with four podiums

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

BTCC: DROITWICH-based
Team VERTU top the British
Touring Car Championship
(BTCC) teams standings after
securing four podium finish-
es on the opening weekend of
the season.

Team VERTU driver Tom
Chilton took a commanding vic-
tory in race three while Tom
Ingram finished second in all
three races at Donington Park.

The Droitwich team lead NAPA
Racing UK by virtue of the fin-
ishing positions in the final race
of the weekend.

Chilton said: “A race win in
the final race, and third in the
points is a really pleasing way
to go into Brands Hatch and my
favourite circuit on the calendar,
although we haven’t had it all
our own way.

“However, we fought through
and to score the first win for
Team VERTU this season and
help to secure the team award
for the weekend as a whole is
mega.

“We were able to really make
the most of the pace we had in
the car.

“NAPA Racing are also very
quick, so it isn’t just us and I feel
the others were playing catch-up
a bit, so it was important to real-
ly maximise what was available.

“We know the others will
improve but we really made the

MOTOR
QU
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most of a strong winter testing
programme to hit the ground
running and deliver the results.”

Ingram added: “This season
will be one where you can’t
adopt the kind of approach of
always being in the top six -
now we realistically need to be
pushing for the podium each
weekend.

“It’s going to be a very com-
petitive season, but we have
started it strongly, which is ulti-
mately what we needed to do.

“Clearly, we were very strong,
as were NAPA Racing, but we

know that there are others on the
grid who are going to improve
as the season goes on and the
impact of the new turbo boost
rules really takes effect.

“We’ve made our performance
count this weekend to pick up
three strong results, and I'm
really pleased for Tom to get the
win as he deserved it.”

Team VERTU finished the first
weekend of the season in style
as Chilton and Ingram secured
a one-two.

Chilton stormed to victory
after starting on pole by virtue

of the reverse grid draw.

And Ingram followed Chilton
home as the Coventry driver
completed a clean sweep of
podium finishes.

Chilton also finished seventh
in race one and sixth in race
two.

Team VERTU’s Adam Morgan
enjoyed an impressive end to the
weekend as he placed 10th in
race two and fifth in race three
after suffering a DNF in the first
race of the season.

The team’s other driver,
Michael Crees, finished 18th,

17th and 19th respectively
across the three races.

Team owner, Justina Williams
said: “This has been a fantastic
way for us to start the season
and although it is still very, very
early in the title race, it’s clear
that the hard work that has gone
in over the winter has put us in a
strong position.

“We’re now reaping the rewards
of the fact that we were able
to get out testing at Anglesey
before Christmas thanks to the
support of Vertu, as it provided
us with that early information
of what we needed to do to deal
with the removal of the hybrid
systems.

“From the moment we hit the
track, we've been quick and to
come away with a win, four
podiums and the team’s award is
fantastic.

“Not only have Tom and Tom
done a fantastic job, Adam has
also driven brilliantly on his first
weekend in the car and we've
seen good progress from Michael
considering this was his first real
time behind the wheel.

“We can take a lot of confi-
dence from the weekend but
there is a long way still to go,
and we need to make sure we
don’t rest on our laurels.”

The BTCC season continues at
Brands Hatch on the weekend of
May 10 and 11.

Tom Ingram (left) and Tom
Chilton (right) celebrate after
finishing on the podium at
Donington Park. Picture by
Darren Price.

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552

7"

.OI
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Yokohama {i
Authorised NN

Tyre JEFFERIES

wee  TYRES

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

www.drives4u.co.uk

Are you looking to
improve or enlarge your
driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,
Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Solihull or Birmingham

TRADE TYRE PRICES TO
THE PUBLIC

5 Year guarantee

« We've designed and built just
about every shape and size of
driveway and patio you can
imagine, so we will not be
phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100%
satisfaction and unlike other
driveway companies, with us
you pay absolutely nothing
upfront.

* Give us a call and you could
save upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk
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8 May 1945 - 8 May 2025 80th Anniversary of VE Day

The nationwide events programme

MONDAY 5 MAY - BANK HOLIDAY

* The Cenotaph will be dressed in Union Flags for the duration of the
four day VE commemorations.

* A Military procession will start from Whitehall, ending at
Buckingham Palace in London. Followed by a flypast, including Red
Arrows military aircraft.

* HMS Belfast will host a street party onboard the ship.

* The Together Coalition and The Big Lunch will encourage
communities to hold street parties and barbecues across the country.

TUESDAY 6 MAY

* A ceramic poppy installation of 25,000 poppies will be on display at
the Tower of London.
¢ Historic landmarks across the UK will be lit up in the evening.

WEDNESDAY 7 MAY

* A Victory in Europe Day parliament choir event will be held at You r name, or a Ioved

Westminster Hall at the Palace of Westminster

* Letters to Loved Ones live at IWM North with the National Theatre onels’ Can fly h i g h
THURSDAY 8 MAY . .
* Remembrance service will take place at Westminster Abbey. al OngSId e Ou r CreW I n the

* National Theatre film ‘The Next Morning’ released online to the

pubic R iconic chevrons

. ay 80 concert in Horseguards Parade.

’ . underneath our brand new
FRIDAY 15 AUGUST .

* The Royal British Legion will host a remembrance service at the H 1 45 hel ICO pte I.

National Memorial Arboretum.

Find out how at
highflyers.midlandsairambulance.com
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8 May 1945 - 8 May 2025 80th Anniversary of VE Day

The Royal Family took part in the cel

he British Royal Family also played part — anonymously — in the party-like

a central role in London’s victory atmosphere. Princess Elizabeth later
celebrations. recalled, ‘We stood outside and shouted,
Huge numbers of people surged down “We want the King”... I think it was one
The Mall to Buckingham Palace, where of the most memorable nights of my life.”

King George VI, Queen Elizabeth and King George VI, like Churchill, also
their daughters, Princess Elizabeth and

i gave a radio address. In it, he praised
Princess Margaret, soon appeared on the

N his subjects’ endurance and called for
balcony to wave to the cheering crowds.

In total, the King and Queen made eight
appearances on the balcony, and at one
point were joined by Winston Churchill.
While the King and Queen were waving
to the crowds for the last time that
evening, their daughters were secretly and the women in all the services, who
mingling with the jubilant crowds below ~ have laid down their lives. We have come
them. The future monarch, Princess to the end of our tribulation and they
Elizabeth, and her sister Margaret had are not with us at the moment of our
been allowed to leave the palace and take rejoicing.’

a lasting peace. He also paid tribute

to those who could not join in the
celebrations, saying: ‘Let us remember
those who will not come back...let us
remember the men in all the services,
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HAMBERLEY

CARE HOMES

SPRING INTO SUMMER
WITH CARE, COMFORT
& COMMUNITY AT
COFTON PARK MANOR
LUXURY CARE HOME

Enjoy dedicated support with our all-inclusive* package.
Explore our summer offers — schedule your tour today:

0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk

COFTON PARK MANOR
466 lickey Road, Cofton Hackett B45 8UU

www.hamberleycarehomes.co.uk

*Terms and conditions apply.




