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Plumbing & Heating
* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.
Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk
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The Will Partners

Wills, Trusts & Power of Attorney

Free review service of your existing Will
Protect your home and everything that you have worked hard for
Friendly and experienced local Consultants

Call us Today 01527 877 313

11, Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove, B61 7))

Playing a part in putting
focus on funeral flowers

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH florist Anna Brian
has shared her delight in seeing
the first ever exhibit of funer-
al flowers at the coveted RHS
Chelsea Flower Show which began
on Tuesday and runs until tomor-
row (Saturday).

The owner of Flowers by Anna
Brian is sharing her support for The
Farewell Flowers Directory which is
showcasing funeral floristry at the
prestigious celebration of flowers for
the first time.

Anna is a member of the directory -
a not-for-profit founded in 2024 with
a mission to remove plastic floral
foam from funeral floristry.

It was founded in 2024 by florists
and flower farmers Gill Hodgson MBE
and Carole Patilla and has over 190
member florists across the UK. They
connect people to funeral florists
which offer flowers made without
single-use plastic or floral foam.

The Hanbury florist said: “We are
so thrilled The Farewell Flowers
Directory is bringing the beauty of
funeral flowers out of the shadows
and into the spotlight.

“We want people to know good
funeral flowers should be anything
you want them to be.”

Featuring exclusively British-grown
flowers and foliage and completely
free of plastic floral foam, the spec-
tacular installation will demonstrate
it is unnecessary sacrifice beauty for
sustainability.

The directory hopes the display
will spark conversations about what
funeral flowers and funerals can be.

The Chelsea installation by The
Farewell Flowers Directory will take
the form of an artistic interpretation
of a funeral scene.

Gill Hodgson MBE, co-founder of
The Farewell Flowers Directory, said:
“We hope our Chelsea exhibit will
help start conversations and let peo-
ple know they have a choice.

“You can choose to celebrate and
reflect a life with fresh, seasonal
materials that are natural, beautiful
and resonant with meaning.

“And you can choose for your trib-
utes to tread lightly on the planet.”

The Farewell Flowers Directory
exhibit is sponsored by the Institute
of Cemetery and Crematorium
Management (ICCM), Green Funeral
Flowers by Tuckshop Flowers, New
Covent Garden Flower Market and
‘Workplace Bereavement.

Visit: farewellflowers.co.uk for
more information.

Anna of Flowers by Anna Brian.

Raider sought

A SUSPECTED armed robbery at a Post
Office in Holt Heath on Tuesday has
prompted a police appeal to locate the
raider.

Around 9.40am, a quantity of cash
was stolen from the Post Office in the
Cottage Stores along the A443 after a
man entered the shop and threatened a
staff member.

The male suspect was dressed in all
black with black paint on his face and
was in ‘possession of what is believed to
have been a handgun’.

Officers are looking to identify the
man and a car seen in the area at the
time of the incident.

Det Con Elle May from Worcester
CID said: “Although the incident caused
distress to the victim, thankfully, no one
was injured.

“We are keen to identify a grey Renault
Clio which was seen on the corner of
School Lane at the time of the incident.”

Anyone driving along the road at the
time of the incident is urged to get in
touch with police if they have dash cam
footage.

Contact DC May via email at: elle.
may@westmercia.police.uk or phone
07967 879480 to report information.

Alternatively, call Crimestoppers on
08000 555 111
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BROMSGROVE
SCHO@HE

Open Morning
Saturday 7th June 10.00am - 11.30am
for pupils aged 2 - 7

N

FLATIR * DISCIPLI'NE ¢ "ACADEMIC RIGOUR
Call 01527 579679 or email admissions@bromsgrove-school.co.uk

www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
720 pupils aged 2 - 13 » 1060 pupils aged 13 - 18

For a

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne
@bullivanntmedia.com

HUNDREDS of people
gathered in Redditch
town centre to see
classic cars on display
at the annual motor
show.

Around 140 vehicles
parked up for the Redditch
Classic Motor Show, with a
special appearance from the
B192 Benetton Formula 1
car raced by legend Michael
Schumacher in 1992.

The famous car was
on static display inside
the Kingfisher Shopping
Centre.

Organised by Redditch

! in association
with Shakespeare Rally
Promotions, the annual
Redditch Classic Motor
Show lived up to its repu-
tation of being one of the
premier events of its kind
in the region.
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Taxi anyone? 2225002MMR6

The show featured a wide
range of iconic cars from
different eras and visitors
also had the opportunity
to talk with experts, who
shared their knowledge and
provided valuable insights
into the vehicles’ historical
and technical aspects.

Taking to Facebook,
Redditch BID posted:
“Redditch was packed for
the Classic Motor Show
and we just want to say a
massive thank-you to eve-
ryone who turned up, took
part, and showed their sup-
port.”

Elaine and Alan Hipkins enjoy a
cup of tea. 2225002MMR2

ANTIQUE &

VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 25TH MAY
ENTRY 9AM - 2PN

Sky Blue Sports Connexion Ryton on Dunsmore CV8 3FL
Free parking & café - Entry £3, under 16's FREE

Dogs are
Contact 07839 445024 www.gifairs.co.uk

I your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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Marion Kenyon and Margaret Richards want people to know that NewStarts is still open for
those who need it. Picture by Marcus Mingins 2225009MMR © Bullivant Media

Charity remains
open to help

NEWSTARTS charity in
Bromsgrove, which pro-
vides lifeline services
to people and families
experiencing financial
hardship, wants people
to know it is still open,
despite extensive road-
works in the area.

Marion Kenyon, the char-
ity’s chief executive, said the
works on Stoke Road were
causing confusion and she
was concerned people would
think NewStarts was inac-
cessible.

Located on Sherwood Road,
the charity continues to pro-
vide vital services to individ-
uals and families across the
district, offering affordable
reused furniture, emergency
food parcels, digital support
and life-changing opportuni-
ties for those in need.

People visiting NewStarts
can continue down Stoke
Road despite the road clo-
sure signs. There is no
need to follow the diver-
sion up New Road. Access
to Sherwood Road remains

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

open to local traffic and visi-
tors to NewStarts.

Marion added: “We're here,
we're open, and we're ready
to help.

“The road signs can be
confusing, but please don’t
be put off - just carry on
down Stoke Road as usual
and you’ll find us.

“We'd love to see new and
regular faces visit us during
this period.”

Among the items available
are quality, low-cost reused
furniture and white goods,
perfect for anyone setting
up or sustaining a home on
a budget and there are emer-
gency food parcels for peo-
ple in urgent need.

Digital inclusion support is
also available, including used
IT equipment and repairs
and servicing at affordable
prices.

For parents, there is a uni-
form bank with free school
uniform available to every-
one and there is a community

supermarket which is open
every Thursday between 2pm
5pm.

Bromsgrove and Redditch
Baby Bank is available from
10.30am to 1.30pm every
Thursday, except the first
one of the month, with baby
clothes and items available.

And money and debt advice
is accessible between 2.30pm
and 4pm every Thursday or
by appointment.

NewStarts is also always
looking for volunteers and
donations for those wanting
to give back to their com-
munity.

‘Whether people are donat-
ing pre-loved items, picking
up essentials, or just calling
in for a chat, these visits help
support the charity’s mission
of offering second chances
and practical support where
it’s needed most.

Marion added: “Let’s keep
our community connected and
keep NewStarts thriving, no
matter what the signs say.”

Visit newstarts.org.uk or
call 01527 882410 for more
information.
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Every knife binned could be life saved

A TOTAL of 86 knives
have been surrendered in
Rubery in the space of three
months.

Figures released by West
Midlands Police and Crime
Commissioner (PCC), Simon
Foster, show which knife
bins have had the most
blades and weapons depos-
ited in them from January
and March this year.

Rubery’s knife surren-
der bin is located in the
Morrisons car park on the
Great Park.

In total, across the region,

1,705 weapons were surren-
dered in bins and this has
prompted Mr Foster to double
the number of containers from
32 to 64 as part of his cam-
paign to combat knife crime.

The metal containers pro-
vide a safe location for the
public to dispose of knives
and weapons and Mr Foster
said every knife, blade or
weapon deposited in one of
the bins is potentially a life
saved. The knives surren-
dered will be destroyed.

The PCC’s figures equate
to 142 weapon deposits-

a-week or more than 20
per day. The recent haul
included hundreds of flick
knives, zombie knives, kitch-
en knives, knuckle dusters,
machetes and even firearms.

The highest number of
weapons surrendered was at
the New Testament Church
of God in Erdington, north
Birmingham - 415 were
deposited there in the three
months.

Anyone wishing to apply
to have a new bin placed
locally can email wmpcc@
westmidlands.police.uk
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GLAZING

* Locks
* Hinges

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

* Mirrors
* Misted Glass
¢ Safety Glass

Conservatories

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

* Decorative Glass

* Cat Flaps in Glass

* Conversatory Repairs

* Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
* UPVC Windows, Doors &

Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
U.p.u.C.

WINDOWS

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors
Composite Doors

Card payments accepted R/ LAY\

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
& REPAIRS  RELIABLE SERVICE...

SUPPLIED _
& FITTED __\

Back Doors

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

ing & Rnu“n\l rd
' c‘::i,‘i' ,‘L...,«.a i

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,

Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Comic stars in
town to join in
first Rik festival

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH’S Rik
Mayall Comedy Festival
is set to be the biggest
cultural event to hit the
Spa town in decades and
the packed programme
is just a week away from
launching.

The first community-run
festival is taking place from
next Sunday, May 31 to June
7 and there are still plenty of
shows with tickets available
among the 200-strong events
programme.

Rik Mayall, star of the
‘Young Ones’ and ‘Bottom’,
grew up in Droitwich and the
festival aims to bring together
many of the comedians and
actors he worked with over
his career and continue his
legacy by supporting youth
programmes at the theatre.

Ben Elton, one of Rik’s old-
est friends and patron of the
festival, said: “I am truly hon-
oured to support this amaz-
ing celebration of one of the
greatest ever talents of British
Comedy. My hope is that this

The late Rik Mayall. Picture
by Andy Hollingworth. s

festival honours his influ-
ence by becoming the test-
ing ground for the next great
comedic talents.”

Festival headliners set
to perform at The Norbury
include Greg Davies, Peter
Richardson, Red Richardson,
Shaparak Khorsandi, Paul
Foot and Laura Smyth.

Helen Lederer, who worked
with Mayall on shows such
as The Young Ones, Happy
Families and Bottom, will also
perform.

In a fringe style programme,

various venues across the town
will be hosting smaller curated
events. Among the more unu-
sual venues are men’s hair-
dresser Barbertown, which
has a full programme of
events all week, Inspire by
Rachel beauty clinic, Coffee
Culture — a 600-year-old shop
turned cafe — and the back of
Emms, a local haberdashery
on Droitwich High Street.

Stuart Panrucker, festival
director, said: “What’s been
so heartening is how enthu-
siastically local businesses
embraced this hugely exciting
event and not having a con-
ventional space to host shows
hasn’t put them off.”

The programme will also
feature theatre, comedy for
children and parents, com-
edy workshops, panels and
screenings. Free activities for
families will take place around
and about and a pop-up muse-
um will feature memorabilia
from Mayall’s career.

A large portion of perform-
ances will be free and ‘pay
what you want’ including
stand-up, improvisation, thea-
tre and live music.

For more information, visit
rikmayallcomedyfestival.com.
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Coun Richard Morris, Droitwich Spa Place Projects Officer, Gemma Ranford, artist
Milan and Coun George Duffy, chair of Wychavon District Council. Picture by Marcus
Mingins 0925007MMR2 © Bullivant Media

Follow trail to find Comedy King’s crown

AN ADVENTURE trail is
launching in Droitwich to
coincide with the inau-
gural Rik Mayall Comedy
Festival.

Inspired by the wit and
charm of the legendary
Rik Mayall who was born
and raised in Droitwich
Spa and started his illus-
trious career in the local
theatre, this unique trail
invites families to embark
on a quest to uncover
hidden jokers around the
town and ‘reclaim the
King of Comedy’s stolen
crown’.

The Mayall Trail
has been inspired by
Rik Mayall’s Comedy

Emporium, an empty shop
transformed into a spe-
cial joke-shop style mural
dedicated to the life and
laughs of the comedy star.

Adventurers taking part
can join the excitement
and search for ten naughty
jokers tucked away in
shop windows throughout
the town centre.

They start by collecting
a booklet from Droitwich
Heritage Centre from now
until June 7 (except on
Sundays).

With each discovery,
participants will get one
step closer to finding Rik’s
treasure. After complet-
ing the trail, children can

explore their creative side
with a special craft work-
shop at The Crafty Cafe.

Coun Richard Morris,
Wychavon Council leader
and executive board mem-
ber for economic growth
and tourism, said: “I am
so proud Droitwich Spa is
holding the first-ever Rik
Mayall Comedy Festival,
and The Mayall Trail starts
it off beautifully by invit-
ing people to discover
local shops within our
vibrant town - the perfect
place to unleash people’s
imagination.”

Visit rikmayallcomedy-
festival.com/events/mayall-
trail for more information.

Professional Block Paving & Slah G)éaning Service

Call for a free, no obligation quote 01927 962771/ 07850 4338117

reddicleanservice@gmail.com
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Historic church
to host open day

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.
com

A FREE event will be
held at Bromsgrove’s
St John’s Church from
12pm to 3pm tomorrow
(Saturday, May 24) as
part of the project to
save Worcestershire’s
tallest spire.

At the ‘Side by Side’ Open
Day, people will be able to
meet the Spire Project team
and learn about the resto-
ration works taking place
at Bromsgrove’s landmark
ancient Grade I listed build-

ing.
Beforehand, at 10.30am,
there will be the Cake and
Coffee Concert with The Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire.
With the project nearing

the halfway stage, this is a
perfect chance for local resi-
dents and visitors to learn
about the project through a
variety of activities.

In Stonemason’s Corner
with Lewis Allard and Michael
Curry, people can learn about
the materials and stone used
in the project and have a go
at carving a piece of sand-
stone.

In Engineer’s Corner with
Ian Ceney, they will be able
to understand how the spire
has remained as a landmark
for the town for 500 years,
using a model of the church
and a fan.

Visitors can engage with
architect Stephen Oliver and
study the technical drawings
to understand what has been
happening on the spire and
the plans to fully restore it.

And there will be the
chance to chat with histo-

rian Simon Henderson and
hunt the vicar’s keys, view
photos of the church’s pair
of peregrine falcons taken by
a local enthusiast and talk to
the team about how the cash
has been raised and is being
spent.

There will be refreshments
available and a chance to
have a go on the organ too.

‘What is the project?

The Spire Appeal Project is
funded and supported by The
National Lottery Heritage
Fund, National Churches
Trust, Garfield Weston
Foundation, Rotary Club of
Bromsgrove, the Bromsgrove
Society, the Bromsgrove
Institute Trust, Bromsgrove
Court Leet and generously
supported by many individu-
als.

Towns set to get more seats
and services from Rail Hub
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The Spire
Appeal Project
is funded and
supported by
The National
Lottery
Heritage Fund.
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A RAIL project across the Midlands is
set to bring 2million extra seats-a-year
on trains between Birmingham and
Droitwich Spa.

The Midlands Rail Hub will deliver an
extra 20million seats annually with pas-
sengers across Worcestershire towns
benefiting.

The project proposes building two
‘chords’ and over 10 further engineer-
ing interventions throughout the region
to deliver a massive step change in rail
transport in the Midlands.

This will see up to 300 extra trains
traveling into or out of Birmingham every
single day and will help create a ‘turn up
Ia_n go’ service on the busy Cross City
ine.

The Cross City line will see two extra
trains, in each direction, per hour, creat-
ing 5.4million new seats each year for
passengers.

Worcester, Droitwich Spa and
Worcestershire Parkway will see at least

2million new seats, equating to 20 more
trains per day.

Redditch, Alvechurch and Barnt Green
will see one extra train, in each direction,
per hour and 2.7million new seats for
passengers, whilst Bromsgrove will see
4.7million new seats.

Andy Clark, head of rail at Midlands
Connect, said: “The benefits of the
Midlands Rail Hub will be felt by mil-
lions of people across the Midlands and
beyond.

“Being able to run faster, more frequent
services and deliver 20million extra seats
is the definition of a win-win project.

“The Midlands Rail Hub is our flagship
project at Midlands Connect, and we are
working to deliver massive benefits to all
corners of the Midlands.”

The project is co-sponsored by
Midlands Connect, the Department
for Transport and West Midlands Rail
Executive.

DO YOU WEAR DENTURES?

Did you know gums confinuously shrink over fime and Dentfure feefth wear ouf?
It is recommended to replace your denfures every 5-7 years. S

Poppy Fields is a small family run Denture Clinic in Bromsgrove with over
20 years experience working solely on the design and fabrication of dentures.

Every stage of the denture fabrication is carried out by our team in our
Bromsgove clinic and on site laboratory which allows us to make sure

each stage of the process is personal and individual to each patient.

We are passionate about providing the highest quality dentures.
Using only premium qualitity materials, our dentures are stronger,
more natural looking and comfortable. Providing denture

wearers the confidence to eat and most importantly, smile!

FOR MORE
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To request a free information booklet or a no obligation consultation with our team
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*" The Family Festival
Saturday 16th August 2025

SIC FROM 12.30PM | ENTERTAINMENT | STALLS

ROCK CANDY GROOVE

STREET FOOD

THE COLDPLAY TRIBUTE

@ VELVET JAM

@ MOLLIE MAE 3 STALLS n—_
@ THE LADY & THE SAX 3 FAMILY ZONE

@ SIX FOOT DROP % BOUNCY CASTLES
P *

@

Adult (16 +) £12 advance | £15 on gate
Children (3-15 yrs) £8 advance | £10 on gate
Family (2 adults + 2 children) £35 advance | £40 on gate

4 SCAN QR CODE FOR TICKETS

PRIOR {
4 www.tickettailor.com/events/stokepriorsportscountryclub

STOKE
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE ANNUAL Primrose
Hospice Memory Walk
will be back at Hanbury
Hall on Sunday, July 6.

Participants will be able to
walk in celebration of their
loved ones whilst also rais-
ing funds for the Primrose
Hospice and Family Support
Centre.

People signing up will
receive their very own yel-
low Primrose Memory Walk
T-shirt and dedication sign
to personalise with details of
their loved ones.

Natalie Wright, who partici-
pated in 2024 and volunteers
in the hospice’s art group,
said: “We help patients find
their worth again, which
makes the hospice such a
positive and joyful place.

“For myself, I find it
immensely rewarding, the
people here are an inspira-
tion to me.

“Last year, we walked in
memory of my mum, but I
also wanted to do something
that I knew would benefit the
people in the group.”

There are two routes avail-
able - a short accessible stroll
or a longer route, of approxi-
mately three miles.

The routes are suitable
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Stride out for
Memory Walk

Natalie Wright and her family during last year’s Primrose

Hospice Memory Walk. Picture by Lee Moody. s

for individuals, families and
groups of all ages and abili-
ties and dogs are more than
welcome too.

Kelly Wetherall, fund-
raiser at Primrose Hospice,
said: “The world around you
changes when a loved one
dies and that's sometimes
hard to explain to others.

“We’d like to invite anyone
who has lost a loved one
to walk with us on Sunday,
July 6, and be surrounded
by people who appreciate

what you are going through.”
Registration fees are £15 per
adult, £10 per child or £60
for a group ticket for six
people.

Visit primrosehospice.org/
events/memory-walk/ or con-
tact their fundraising team
on 01527 889796 for more
information and to book
places.

The 2025 Primrose
Memory Walk is being spon-
sored by Thomas Brothers
Funeral Directors.

-,

£

&

= pound for £ ty
are the best!

N
\

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
> GABLE RECYGLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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Golden touch that
runs in the family

A GIRLGUIDE from
Bromsgrove has
become the third gen-
eration of women in
her family to be award-
ed the prestigious Gold
Duke of Edinburgh
(DofE) Award.

Megan Megahey, 21,
has joined her mother and
grandmother on the list of
recipients of the award -
all who achieved the acco-
lade through their roles in
girlguiding.

Megan follows in the
footsteps of both her mum
and her grandmother who
did the same in 1959 and
1990. Megan’s grandmother Gillian
Watson, 85, was one of the very first
girls in the country to achieve the
Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
soon after the scheme was extended
to girls in 1958.

To celebrate Megan’s achieve-
ment, she recently attended a Gold
Award celebration event with her
mum and grandmother hosted by
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.

They were introduced to HRH
The Duke of Edinburgh at the event
held in the grounds of Buckingham
Palace. Megan was one of just a
handful of young people to per-
sonally speak to The Duke at the
event.

The Duke said: “Three gen-
erations, really. Now that’s quite
impressive.”

Afterwards, Megan shared her
pride in being the third genera-
tion of her family to do this and
even more so for doing it through
Girlguiding.

She added: “My mum and my nan
were very encouraging and it was
their motivation that got me to keep
pushing through.”

‘While Megan officially joined
Girlguiding as a Rainbow at the
age of five, she went on her first
Brownie pack holiday while her
mum Hazel Megahey was pregnant
with her. It was the same for Hazel,
54, who also attended meetings
when her Guide leader mum was
pregnant with her.

Grandmother Gillian is still
involved in Girlguiding at county
level in Birmingham, while Megan

is a co-leader of 188th
Birmingham Brownies,
a Kings Norton-based
unit that her mum Hazel
has run for the last 33

the fam-
ily have always been
part of Girlguiding
Birmingham.

Hazel said: “It was an
absolute honour to have
the privilege of meeting
HRH Duke of Edinburgh
and for him to take the
time to hear our story.

“We were proud to
not only be three gen-
erations to complete our
Gold DofE but also to represent
Girlguiding Birmingham which was
the catalyst to us all gaining the
award.”

Gillian, from Wythall, said taking
part in the DofE award scheme was
just one of countless opportunities
Girlguiding had given her over her
lifetime.

Gillian, whose mum was also a
Girlguiding leader, said: “I'm so
proud Megan and Hazel have fol-
lowed in my footsteps.

“Girlguiding is a way of life for
me and I've enjoyed every minute
ofit:”

(L-R) Girlguiding fam-

ily - Gillian Watson, Megan
Megahey and Hazel Megahey.
s

ROAD CONCERNS: THE
GOVERNMENT'S roads minister has
agreed to look at concerns raised by
residents about Bromsgrove's A38
BREP scheme.

Minister for the future of roads,
Lilian Greenwood, said she was ‘very
happy’ to look at particular concerns
raised in relation to the programme
after the town’s MP Bradley Thomas
raised the matter in parliament.

Concerns surrounding the scheme
relate to considerable impacts on
traffic and congestion along the
route as well as its detriment to the
local environment due to the felling
of hundreds of trees.

Mr Thomas, continuing his efforts
to hold Worcestershire County
Council to account over the scheme,
saw him escalate residents’ concerns
by taking them directly to the minis-
ter in the House of Commons.

Speaking in the House of
Commons, Lilian Greenwood, the
Minister for Future of Roads, said: “I
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understand his wish to get his con-
stituents moving which is something
we share.

“I'll be very happy to look at the
particular concerns he raises in rela-
tion to the A38, and I will of course
contact him with further informa-
tion.”

The Bromsgrove MP said he has
also personally been affected by the
traffic problems along the route,
having been stuck in gridlock too.

He added: “I'm clear the A38
BREP scheme must deliver both a
tangible improvement in keeping
Bromsgrove moving and in reduc-
ing the congestion and gridlock that
blights the lives of residents and
businesses.

“That’s why I've taken residents’
concerns directly to the Transport
Minister and asked her to meet with
me.
“I welcome her commitment to
discussing our town’s concerns and
I hope to meet with her soon.

The Jobs Fair is open to residentsof
ages from teenagers about to.leave
to anyone wanting to find a new jo
change careers or learn new skill

Promoted by Bradley:

f
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Force getting

better but more
work is needed
says key report

WEST Mercia Police has missed out on
an Outstanding rating after His Majesty’s
Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire
and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) pub-
lished its findings from a PEEL (Police
Effectiveness, Efficiency and Legitimacy)
Inspection.

The report follows an inspection of the
force in 2024 and identifies areas of good
work and progress on challenges, whilst also
highlighting where further improvement is
needed.

The report’s gradings found West Mercia
Police to be ‘good’ in recording date about
crimes, ‘adequate’ in police powers and pub-
lic treatments, preventing and investigating
crime, and managing offenders.

The force was rated ‘requiring improve-
ment’ in responding to the public, protect-
ing vulnerable people, developing a positive
workspace and leadership and force manage-
ment.

Andy Cooke, HM Inspector of Constabulary,
said although the force had made some
improvements since its last inspection, he
was disappointed the force did not always
understand what support victims needed and
were entitled to receive.

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

He said: “The force still isn’t answering
emergency calls as quickly as it should. But
it is improving.

“The number of non-emergency calls mem-
bers of the public abandon because they
aren’t answered is still high.

“This is something we found in our previ-
ous inspection in 2021/22.

“We also found that officers didn’t attend
calls for service within the required attend-
ance time.

“The force must improve in these areas to
maintain victims’ confidence and maximise
opportunities to solve crime.”

The report outlined areas where the force
must do better, such as how they identified
vulnerable victims and challenges faced by
its IT systems, which had required significant
modernisation.

The report recognised neighbourhood
policing teams were well resourced and
were actively engaging with communities to
resolve local issues, investigative standards
have improved and that hot spot patrols had
reduced serious crime by 18 per cent.
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The report follows an inspection of the force in 2024 and identifies areas of good

work and progress on challenges.

The force’s dedicated online child sexual
exploitation team (OCSET) was praised for its
effective use of civil orders and strong part-
nership working to protect children, as was
the processes in place for external scrutiny of
the use of our stop and search powers.

Chief Constable Richard Cooper said: “We
recognise the importance of independent
assessments like PEEL and are using this
report as one tool to guide our next steps and
drive continued improvement for the com-
munities we serve, and for our officers, staff
and volunteers.

“We acknowledge the findings and are
already acting on them.

“The inspection highlights both the
progress we've made and the challenges we
are addressing head-on.

“The results are not where we want to
be, and I am clear that they must and will
improve.

“As set out in the Police and Crime
Commissioner’s Safer Communities Plan, we
remain focused on the issues that matter most

to our communities, which is providing a
service that is responsive, fair and trusted.”

Police and Crime Commissioner John
Campion added: “I know the public have
high expectations, so it’s important we use
the findings as a platform to drive further
change.

“Together, with the new Chief Constable,
action is already taking place to address con-
cerns and it’s my expectation this progress
continues at pace.

“West Mercia Police is full of hardworking
police officers and staff who are on the thin
blue line keeping communities safe — it’s on
the Chief Constable and I to set them up to
succeed.

“I will continue to work with and support
the Chief Constable to deliver my Safer
Communities Plan, by directing the resources
needed to deliver the best possible service to
the communities of West Mercia.”

Visit hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/
to view the report.

ARROW VALLEY
VISITOR CENTRE

OPEN 7 GAYS A WEEK

PEDALOS - KAYAKS - ROWBOATS - OPEN WATER SWIMMING
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PALACE FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS
THEATRE Box Office 01527 65203

THE ULTIMATE LIVE SHOw
FOR REGGAE FANS

THUR 5 JUNE : 7 30

.le'l'hRo

but granny: mll love it

THUR 12 JUNE : 7.30 FRI13 JUNE : 7.30 FRI 20 .IUNE 130

y

. e FESTIVE ENTERTAINMENT

MAGICAL -
ANTOMIME
JVENTURE

ONLINE BOOKING www.fdditchpalacetheatre.co.uk |
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Biker hurt
after crash

A MOTORCYCLIST was
taken to hospital with
serious injuries after

a crash in Wythall on
Sunday.

Police said the collision,
involving a Yamaha NMAX
125 scooter and a Honda
Jazz, happened around
11.30am at the junction of
Alcester Road and Middle
Lane, near Becketts Farm
Island.

The rider was treated
by paramedics for seri-
ous injuries before being
taken to Queen Elizabeth
Hospital by ambulance.

The road was closed
for some time in both
directions while the
emergency services and
Worcestershire Highways
officers dealt with the
incident.

A 45-year-old woman
was arrested on suspicion
of causing serious injury
by dangerous driving and
of driving while unfit
through drink or drugs.
She has been released on
bail while enquiries con-
tinue.

West Mercia Police has
urged witnesses or anyone
with dash cam footage of
the collision or either of
the vehicles in the minutes
before it to email PC Dan
Bate at daniel.bate@west
mercia.police.uk or 07773
045712,

Have your
say on town
masterplan

PEOPLE in Redditch are to be
consulted on the town’s next
phase of development.

Everyone who lives or works in
Redditch will be asked to help shape
how the area could grow after coun-
cillors at Monday’s borough council
meeting gave the go-ahead for an
‘issues and options’ planning consul-
tation.

The six-week consultation started
yesterday (Thursday) and will run
until July 3, including special com-
munity events across the borough at
dates and locations to be announced.

It marks the formal start of work
to prepare a new Local Plan for
Redditch, a key planning document
setting out the strategy to meet the
borough’s future needs for housing,
employment and infrastructure up
to 2043.

Redditch Borough Council leader
and portfolio holder for regeneration
and environmental services, Coun
Sharon Harvey, said: “Almost six dec-
ades on from Redditch’s new town
masterplan, this consultation is an
early opportunity to shape the next
phase of Redditch’s development.

“This is the start of the process, so
no development sites are proposed.
That is for a later stage.

“For now, we need your views
on the issues we must tackle, and

how we propose to approach those
issues.”

The consultation sets out back-
ground info and broad options for the
key planning issues in Redditch and
asks for views on them. Those include
growth options, approaches to hous-
ing, the economy and the district cen-
tres, the borough’s natural and his-
toric environments, the ‘design code’
that will guide how things should look
and climate change.

It also meets a requirement to
give landowners and developers the
opportunity to submit potential devel-
opment sites, known as the ‘call for
sites’.

The council will consider all the
responses it receives during the next
stage of the process — drafting plan-
ning policies for another round of
public consultation in the future.

This consultation also gives people
in Redditch, for the very first time, a
digital consultation platform to more
easily have their say on the issues and
options for local planning, in addition
to traditional methods.

Visit redditchbce.gov.uk/redditch
plan to view the consultation online,
and visit the council’s Customer
Services at George Walk in the
Kingfisher Shopping Centre, Redditch
Library, and Woodrow Library for
paper copies.
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Himalayan Balsam can grow up to two metres tall and while it has

attractive pink flowers, it can prevent

native species from thriving. s

Plea to tackle invasive plant

VOLUNTEERS are being
sought to do their bit to tackle
Himalayan Balsam growing on
the Lickey Hills.

Each year, The Lickey Hills
Society organises efforts to
remove the invasive plant from
the country park.

The plant, native to the
Himalayas, was introduced to
the UK as a garden plant in
1839 but grows rapidly, can
cover large areas and can pre-
vent other species from grow-
ing.

The most effective method of
removal is pulling up the plants
before they flower and set
seeds. The plants are shallow

rooting and easy to remove.

The first session will be next
Saturday, May 31, with further
efforts on Saturday mornings
throughout June, July and
August.

Each two-hour session will
begin at 10am.

Volunteers should meet at the
park’s visitor centre on Warren
Lane and wear appropriate
clothing and footwear, includ-
ing gloves. No special equip-
ment is required.

A society committee member
will be present at each session.

A society spokesperson said:
“We would certainly be grateful
for your support.”

redditchplan

To respond to the
consultation, view consultation
documents, see upcoming
consultation events, and view
the privacy notice, please visit
www.redditchbc.gov.uk/

\

If you have any queries please contact
redditchplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
or call 01527 881272.

Have your say on future development in Redditch

Redditch Borough Council is reviewing its Local Plan. This is an opportunity to shape where and how future
housing, employment and infrastructure are delivered in Redditch Borough.

The Council is consulting on the Redditch Local Plan Issues and Options between 22nd May and 3rd July. This
is called the ‘Issues and Options' stage of public consultation, and it is the start of the Local Plan process.

As this is the start of the process there are no development sites proposed.

The purpose of this stage of consultation is to help define the issues the next Local Plan will tackle and inform
the potential options for doing so.
Paper copies can be viewed at:

¢ Redditch Borough Council Customer Services,
George Walk, Kingfisher Shopping Centre,
B97 4HB (Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm)

e Redditch Library, 15 Market Place, Redditch
B98 8AR (Monday-Saturday, opening hours vary)

e Woodrow Library, 25 Local Centre, Studley
Road, B98 7RY (Monday-Saturday except
J Wednesday, opening hours vary)

SOY

Borough Council

Working together for our communities
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MPs listen to
parents’ call for

action to tackle
‘failing’ SEND

REDDITCH MP Chris
Bloore hosted a cross-
party roundtable meet-
ing in Parliament to
tackle the ongoing cri-
sis in Worcestershire’s
Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities
(SEND) services.

The meeting brought
together parent-carer repre-
sentatives and five of the
county’s six MPs, following
a second consecutive failed
Ofsted and CQC inspection
which rated local services at
the lowest possible level.

Representatives from
SEND  National  Crisis
Worcestershire and North
Worcestershire Autism

Parents Support Group trav-
elled to Westminster to share
their lived experiences with
MPs.

Mr Bloore was joined by
MP for West Worcestershire
Harriet Baldwin, Droitwich
and Evesham MP Nigel

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne
@bullivantmedia.com

Huddleston, Bromsgrove

MP Bradley Thomas and

‘Worcester MP Tom Collins

in a rare moment of cross-
arty unity.

The meeting was held in
direct response to the April
2024 Ofsted and CQC joint
report into Worcestershire’s
SEND Local Area Partnership,
which cited ‘widespread and/
or systemic failings leading
to significant concerns about
the experiences and out-
comes of children and young
people with SEND’.

Parent-carers Tracy
‘Winchester, Dr Karen Nokes,
Susan Tracey, Dawn Styles
and Carrie Whitehouse
detailed the severe chal-
lenges families face — from
prolonged delays in access-
ing Education, Health and
Care Plans (EHCPs), to inad-

equate placements, commu-
nication breakdowns and a
lack of accountability from
decision-makers.

Tracy Winchester, speak-
ing on behalf of both parent-
carer organisations, said:
“This has seen a great move
towards further scrutiny and
accountability of our failing
SEND services.

“We look forward to work-
ing collectively with our
‘Worcestershire MPs to get
some real improvements
happening in SEND for our
children and young people.

“After our Parent Carer
Forum are not able to mean-
ingfully coproduce as they
should, and we are ‘drown’
in plans but not seeing any
actual, meaningful improve-
ment, we knew we needed
to do something different,
and something that met the
significance and magnitude
of the level of failure occur-
ring.

“The meeting was posi-
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Chris Bloore MP was joined by fellow county MPs and representatives from SEND National
Crisis Worcestershire and North Worcestershire Autism Parents Support Group. s

tive and the Worcestershire
MPs listened and seemed to
understand the gravity of the
situation.

“We hope they will join us
in working together to seek
the changes to SEND serv-
ices that are so desperately
needed.

“The ‘stalemate’ cannot
continue. Too many of our
children’s futures are in jeop-
ardy as it stands.”

During the meeting, the
five MPs heard, first-hand,
passionate testimony from
parent-carers, of real and
frequently ‘heart-breaking’
experiences of education,
health and social care serv-

ices in Worcestershire.

Also, all present agreed
to come together again and
continue to seek answers
and accountability for SEND
services.

Speaking after the meet-
ing, Mr Bloore said: “SEND
services in Worcestershire
have been failing families for
far too long.

“The meeting was a criti-
cal opportunity to bring
MPs together across party
lines to listen directly to the
voices of parent-carers and
demand meaningful change.
I'm incredibly grateful to
those families who came to
Parliament to speak so pow-

erfully about their experi-
ences.

“It’s clear from what we
heard that despite improve-
ment plans and ministerial
oversight, children across
‘Worcestershire are still being
let down.

“We must move beyond
warm words — families need
to see real, lastlng change on
the ground.

The MPs committed to
continuing their cross-party
work, increasing scrutiny
of Worcestershire’s SEND
Local Area Partnership and
ensuring families remain at
the centre of all efforts to
reform the system.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Di

Irect

loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your

new carpet and

flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our

mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

+ 1000’s Samples to your door

+ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted

for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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**NOW AVAILABLE*+

Refresh your kitchen [ MONTHS

with a simple but INTEREST FREE CREDIT

ENJOY YOUR LUXURY KITCHEN Now - pay LATER

stunning makeover M

Subject to status, terms and
conditions apply.

Joe's Doors can transform your kitchen by replacing
doors, panels and trims. Choose from a wide range of
kitchen styles for a cost-effective, fuss-free service that
can be completed in under two days... and best of all
you don’t even need to empty the cupboards!

Enjoy your stunning kitchen makeover now and pay
later with our 24 months interest-free credit. Book
today for a quick, beautiful kitchen makeover.

v/ No need to empty cupboards — =

-
v No mess, no fuss —Ié

v/ Most fitted in a day
v/ Made to measure

AS SEENONTV « PROUDLY MADE IN THEUK « FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

Transform your worktops with Quartzize stone overlays

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.
Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

* Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

(QUARTZIZE I

*Limited period promotional voucher.Tand C's apply.

FREE QUOTE
FITS OVER YOUR FULLY FITTED
EXISTING WORKTOP NATIONWIDE
Just three simple steps to transform your existing kitchen: KA A A A A A A Ak ok ok kA ok A
MAY BONUS
You choose from our range We'll book a date to [

We take some
measurements... of doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

CHOICE OF
COLOURS

-

FREE SINK

WORTH OVER £229°

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk Frosant i vouchrto e ot

on the day of your Quartzize survey.

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience.
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Marathon effort
nets Gill award

A BROMSGROVE mara-
thon runner has been
bestowed a High Sheriff’s
award for her charitable
efforts which have seen
her raise close to £2mil-
lion for Cancer Research
UK.

Gill Punt, head of PE at
South Bromsgrove High
School, was visited by
Worcestershire High Sheriff,
Jan Smith, who recognised
her ‘great and valuable serv-
ices to the community’.

For nearly 27 years, Gill has
continued to raise funds and
awareness for cancer chari-
ties and to date has raised
more than $£1.97million for
this worthy cause.

She lost her young father
to bile duct cancer and the
awful event inspired her
fundraising adventures she
undertakes on an unpaid vol-
untary basis.

She has organised and run
various events - a pro-ce-
lebrity cricket match, coffee
mornings and lots of endur-
ance events.

She has inspired and
encouraged a staggering
amount of people to join her
for 28 marathons (includ-
ing the six World Marathon
Majors — two of which she
completed in one week -

London and Chicago), over
70 half-marathons, over 80
10k runs and numerous ‘Race
For Life’ 5ks.

She gained a Guinness
World Record (GWR) at the
2016 London Marathon,
dressed as polar bear.

In January she achieved
a second GWR as the polar
bear fittingly ran the Arctic
Polar Night Marathon in
darkness, on ice, in sub-zero
temperatures.

Each year she organises
teams of runners from South
Bromsgrove High School and
Bromsgrove School to run
the Birmingham Half and 10k
too.

For just the running events
alone there must have been

- i

more than 1,000 people lac-
ing up their trainers to join
her in fighting cancer.

Gill told the Standard: “I
was delighted and honoured
to receive the award from the
High Sheriff.

“Sadly, there is probably
not a family in the country
that has not been touched by
cancer.

Visit: fundraise.cancerre-
searchuk.org/page/gills-cruk-
giving-page-1 to support
Gill’s latest fundraiser.

Gill Punt, was visited

by Worcestershire High
Sheriff, lan Smith, who
recognised her ‘great
and valuable services to
the community’. s
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The Bowling Green on Shaw Lane, near Stoke Prior. s

Rescued as time was due to be called

A BROMSGROVE pub has been pulled from
the jaws of closure after a last minute deal
was struck just before going to auction.

The Bowling Green on Shaw Lane just
outside Stoke Prior was due to go under the
hammer at Bond Wolfe’s livestream auction
in March with a guide price of £450,000.

But Cotswold Leisure Ltd stepped in
to rescue it, offering £510,000 to take it
off the market. It was formerly owned by
Marstons.

It was saved from potential redevelop-
ment as a result of the deal.

George Windsor, director of Cotswold
Leisure Ltd, said: “We are looking forward
to restoring The Bowling Green to its former
glory.”

Set in 2.3acres of Worcestershire coun-

tryside, The Bowling Green incorporates an
open plan bar and lounge area, a smaller
bar area, a commercial kitchen and the
necessary fittings.

Outside there is a substantial tarmac car
park and comprehensive lawned grounds
at the back.

Christie and Co, joint agents with Bond
Wolfe and Cotswold Leisure Ltd was repre-
sented by Hexagon Commercial.

James Mattin, managing director of the
agency, said everyone was delighted to
have got the pre-auction deal done.

“The pub closed in September 2024 after
24 years under the same stewardship, and
we are exceptionally pleased it will pass
into safe hands to continue to trade as a
public house.”

i ¥

DEAN SIMPSON

COUNTY TREE.SURGEONS

Your local, NPTC & Lantra Certified tree surgeon

County Tree Surgeons have been
trusted tree surgeons in Redditch
and the surrounding area for over 15
years, specialising in tree reduction
and removal. A family run business
with values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

Tel 01527 404240
Mobile 07969 895316

wWww.countytreesurgeons.com

v All aspects of tree work undertaken
v Specialist in tree removal/ reductions
v Fencing

v Hedge maintenance

v/ Storm damage work

v Tree stump grinding service

¢ Conifer trees topped or felled

v Call out work

v Fast clean service

v Free estimates

v Fully insured

v All work carried out to BS3998 standard

In Loving Memory '
of

Peter Simpson

31.03.1942 -
01.06.2024
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BROMSGROVE'S

D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Suites - Sofas - Beds - Mattresses - Recliners - Oak Furniture
Accent Chairs - Dining Sets - Wardrobes - Chests & more!
Big brand names at unbeatahle prices:

DFS - Tetrad - La-Z-Boy - Parker Knoll - Sofology - Furniture Village
(Cancelled Orders - Ex-Display - Clearance Stock)
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!

----- Extra Savings ==------

* Spend £500 - Save 5% * Spend £1,000 - Save 10%
Bring this advert with you to claim your discount.

* No reasonable offer refused - all stock must go
* Free delivery & installation

& V 0/ X ‘
* Huge clearance warehouse selection WITH AN ] u 0 = s
Ts&C’s apply Visit today before it’s gone! EXTRA OFF T|||$ WHK

Better
than

NOW ONLY . W Half Price
£340) NN N

, " #Gomplete ed
Fixed Top 1.2m Tahle + 4 Grey Chairs = h g

4’6" COMPLETE SET WITH 2
modern & perfect for any dining space +  HEADBOARD IN CHOICE OF l:llmlms

NOW ONLY \;
£899
\THELOT! /=

LIGHT GREY CERAMIC TABLE Collection of fireside chairs - many ] . Rockford RECLINING Corner
1.6-2.0 & 6 X SOFT TOUCH GREY CHAIRS brand names! many with up to 60% off DUAL AGTION RISE REGLINER with cup holders in Grey or Black

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
@ YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

© OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

© WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THESTORE QPEN 7 DAYS

. . : Open Bank Holida
Unit 35 Aston Fields Trading Park, Monday 10-5PM

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW Tel: 01527 872202

5 (o] . - Frid -
www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk saiomn.som - siﬁi':msﬁ.'a"m

@
Oaklands Furniture Limited is an i ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a Ideal4Finance. Ideal Sal s Ltd is a credit broker and not a l d r (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon yo personal |r(umsta nces, th loan amount and the t¢
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SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding

Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing

Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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It all adds up to
a great success

REDDITCH employees are celebrating
after successfully completing their char-
tered institute of management acccount-
ants qualifications, following three-and-
a-half years of study.

Apprenticeships and trainee programmes
are a part of Oakland International’s employ-
ee training offer, providing a learning plat-
form for all to develop new skills, gain valu-
able experience, and advance into a range of
key roles within the company.

Kevin Joyce and Christian Stokes both

embarked on the training, funded by Oakland
International.

Kevin said: “My CIMA qualification course
was fully-funded by Oakland International,
which I wouldn’t have been able to do myself,
so I am incredibly grateful for the opportu-
nity and the trust put in me to succeed.

“We have a wonderful team in finance and
I have had a wealth of support from them to
get me through it.

“Being CIMA qualified is a massive deal,
equivalent to a master’s degree, accelerating
me to another level on my career path.”

Christian added: “I began my CIMA qualifi-
cation journey in 2021, supported by Oakland
International throughout, passing my final
exam in April 2025.

“I wouldn’t have been able to undertake my
CIMA on my own, so I am very thankful and
grateful for the opportunity.

“It’s a massive deal for me to have attained
CIMA qualification, which has now acceler-
ated my career path.”

Oakland International Group’s chief finan-
cial officer Jeremy Hoare said: “The dedica-
tion and perseverance shown by Kevin and
Christian exemplify the positive outcomes of
apprenticeships and training programmes.

“Our congratulations once again to Kevin
Joyce and Christian Stokes for their out-
standing achievements and for setting a high
standard for work ethic and dedication at
Oakland International.”

Oakland International’s Financial
Controller - distribution Kevin Stokes,
Group Chief Financial Officer Jeremy
Hoare, and Management Accountant
Christian Stokes. s

I Lunchtime Specials and

«% Under 60s Menu £9.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £8.75

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on u‘Thursduy £11.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £17.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Houses sell quicker
than many UK areas

REDDITCH is one of the areas in the country
where homes sell the quickest once put up for
sale.

According to the latest survey from property web-
site Zoopla, homes in affordable regions such as the
North West and North East, are selling the fastest,
with Redditch, Manchester, Carlisle, Stockport,
Gateshead, Newcastle upon Tyne and Halton in the
top ten fastest moving markets

Homes in England and Wales spend an average
of 36 days on the market before a sale is agreed,
however, in Redditch, homes spend an average of
22 days on the market.

S HEESI I ERY =

Richard Donnell, Zoopla's executive director,
said: “It currently takes just over a month to agree a
home sale across England and Wales but this varies
widely across the country and by property type with
smaller family homes the fastest selling.

“Metrics like time to sell and average sale price
are crucial in helping would-be sellers understand
the value of their home and the asking price they
could secure in 2025.

“Buyers have a lot more choice of homes for sale
than a year ago. Aiming too high on the asking price
is likely to impact saleability and how long you may
have to wait to agree a sale.”

DAVINA

BURTON

EREES ENTS

THE GREATEST SONGS FROM THE RIGGEST DIVAS OF

TINA
TURNER

GEES]

ARETHA
FRANKLIN HOUSTON

YO OUUR

WHITNEY  CELINE

DION

ICKETS FROM

(HAKA
KHAN

DONNA
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Redditch is
the best place

LL TIME

PLUS MANY

SUMMER ~ MANY MORL...

B O X

OFFI

BROMSGROVE ARTRIX THEATRE

- FRIDAY 6TH JUNE 2025 -
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The World of Park & Leisure Homes Show 2025
NAEC Stoneleigh, Warwickshire CV8 2TA " & 'erkd‘ypqus

Friday 6th to Sunday 8th June 2025 oo D

The World of Park an

great opportunity to enjoy a ‘FREE DAY out’ and a chance to discover
wonderful new leisure lifestyle for now and a secure, affordable

retirement opportunity in a host
locations across the UK.

The World of Park and Leisure Homes Show
returns to The Midlands in June 2025, bringing
the UK’s largest outdoor event dedicated to
those looking to discover and enjoy the
wonderful benefits of the Park and Leisure
Lifestyle.

Free entrance and Free parking

After taking advantage of free entrance and free
parking, visitors will have the chance to view an
enormous range of around 50 Residential
Park Homes and Leisure Lodges including the
latest models from leading Manufacturers. It's a
fantastic opportunity to see so many homes all
on display together. It’s your chance to compare
models, see the latest designs and innovations,
enjoy the inspirational decoration ideas, and find
out more about the lifestyle from the experts on
hand to help.

The show has something for everyone and of
course, it's not just the homes themselves. It’s
the wonderful locations available across the UK
and beyond. It’s the extras, the fabulous range of
new products and accessories. There’s |deas for

of beautiful settings in desirable

renovation and plenty of those extra touches to
provide the leisure lifestyle you dreamed of.

Informal and relaxed

Laid out in the beautiful grounds of the NAEC
Stoneleigh and designed to create a very
informal, relaxed, and welcoming event for
visitors to enjoy.

The ‘Park Life’ sponsored ‘Catering Area’
providing delicious home cooked meals and
snacks and visitors wishing to picnic are of
course most welcome.

Well behaved dogs are welcome and with
Stoneleigh so close to Historic Warwick,
Stratford-upon-Avon, Leamington Spa and
Kenilworth, why not combine a trip to the show
with a visit to the one of these beautiful towns.

Its a great Free Day Out that could prove life

changing.

For more information please visit
www.parkhomeandleisure.co.uk

See you in at the NAEC Stoneleigh showground

Leisure Honﬁ Shoyvv

=

World of Park & Leisure Homes Show

NAEC STONELEIGH - WARWICKSHIRE

Sponsored By

Berkeleyparks

A wonderful exciting, affordable and secure Lifestyle
Discover alternative retirement and leisure opportunities

Friday 6th to
Sunday 8th June

DOGS WELCOME!

A fantastic day out introducing a
Supperted By wonderful new leisure lifestyle...

Pa ...and it's FREE to enter!

& HOLIDAY LIVING

www.parkhomeandleisure.co.uk or call 01789 491451
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The New

“FREE
BAR
EVERY
NIGHT™

Friday 23rd May - Monday 26th May
Friday 6th June - Monday 9th June
Friday 13th June - Monday 16th June
Friday 20th June - Monday 23rd June
Friday 27th June - Monday 30th June
Friday 4th July - Monday 7th Jul
Friday 18th July - Monday 21st July
Friday 1st Aug - Monday 4th August
Friday 8th Aug - Monday 11th August

Friday 22nd Aug - Monday 25th August

Friday 29th Aug - Monday 1st Sept
Friday 5th Sept - Monday 8th Sept
Friday 19th Sept - Monday 22nd Sept
Friday 26th Sept - Monday 29th Sept

Was £345 NOW £255pp
Was £299 NOW £249pp
Was £305 NOW £254pp
Was £309 NOW £259pp
Was £309 NOW £259pp
Was £315 NOW £265pp
Was £319 NOW £269pp
Was £319 NOW £269pp
Was £319 NOW £269pp
Was £329 NOW £279pp
Was £329 NOW £269pp
Was £329 NOW £269pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp
Was £325 NOW £259pp

r =
Amazing
Offers

ALL HOLIDAYS INCLUDE

* Three Nights En Suite
Accommodation

e Full English Breakfast

e Four Course Evening Meal

e Live Nightly Entertainment

* FREE BAR 6pm-10pm
Every Night

Pick Up Point

* Optional Coach Travel at Local

cean Halel

WESTON-SUPER—MARE

i gm

P

To book or for further information

please call us on 01934 621 839

www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

- Y 7~
f
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So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shlpston—on Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house build an extension or

start a new hobby
O

Beyond

Storage_’

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“ssa

l I self storage

association
United Kingdom

SPRING iuf ACTION!

RENOVATE & RENEW

-3
LIVING SPACES “V¥

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

£1000 minimum ¢ al
arge. 5 St.
al Finance, 2

A SHOW which

was inspired by

a mum’s dying

suggestion

is heading to

Bromsgrove’s
rix.

It all began three
years ago when
Shelley-Davina
Burton’s mum
Davina-Ann died of
ovarian cancer.

Before she died,
she said to Shelley-
Davina: “I have |
seen you in many
shows - even in the
West End but why
darling why don’t
you just do your
own show.”

‘With those words
inher head, Shelley-
Davina said: “I did
just that. Out of the
amazing memory of
my mum who was an abso-
lute diva, I put this show
together in memory of her
and those words.

“She is always my inspira-
tion and, like my mum was
in life, this show is so much
fun and larger than life.

“It’s a dedication and cel-
ebration of the greatest diva
of my life - my mum.”

For the ‘Diva and the
Decades’ show, Shelley has

The Standard, Friday May 23, 2025

Divas take star
role at Artrix

8
¢
:

(]
®
e
.
L
]

DONNA ~ PLUS MANY
SUMMER ~ MANY MORL.

Shelley-Davina Burton is bringing her ‘Diva and the
Decades’ show to Bromsgrove’s Artrix. s

hand-picked amazing tunes
by some of the greatest divas
of all time from past and
present.

Among them are Tina
Turner, Whitney Houston,
The Supremes, Dolly Parton,
Dusty Springfield Cher,
Beyonce and more.

The show is billed as a
‘feel good dance and sin-
galong show jam-packed
with amazing hits’ as it
celebrates the powerhouse

I)I\/AJ fe

voices and iconic
performances of
the biggest divas
in music history.

The talented
Shelley-Davina is
backed by other
remarkable sing-
ers and captivat-
ing dancers.

The team behind
the production
pride themselves
on delivering
melodic harmo-
nies, soulful ren-
ditions and high-
energy choreog-
raphy.

Shelley-Davina,
who is from
Coventry, cannot
wait to be back
in the Midlands
when her show
comes to Artrix
on June 6.

She said:
“Embrace your inner diva,
get your divas together and
book now.”

Tickets are §22 for chil-
dren and £25 for adults.

A percentage of the profits
go to a charity started in her
mum’s name.

Visit  divaofthedecades.
com or uk.patronbase.
com/_Artrix/Productions/EJ/
Performances for tickets and
more information.

NICARTC

(DICADISIIVE

q
0"3}

(e —————

%
FRONT & BACK DOORS ¥
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Worcester Road

Tel: 01562 814868

0 n{unwnyv

89
i< S

Kidderminster Showroom

Kidderminster DY10 1JR

¢
0‘

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR

REPRESENTATIVE*

ﬁ“’

36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886750

5§?ARWINDOWS CO UK

Worcester Showroom

&9,
DOORS »¥
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

WINDOWS &
and is CONSERVATORIES
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Free sessions set
to be a knockout

A BOXING club is offering free ses-
sions to young people, to help rehabili-
tate them after traumatic experiences.

Pete Martin, owner of Redditch Self
Defence Association, is working with young
people to improve their lives, prevent them
from engaging in crime and harness the
power of physical activity for their self-
esteem and mental health.

The club takes referrals from a wider
range of partners working with young
people, including the NHS, local Child
and Adolescent Mental Health Services,
Families First, Social Workers, School
Exclusion Officers, West Mercia Police,
Turnaround officers and the Probation
Service.

Pete said: “We have seen some incred-
ible results from the young people at the
club. I am super proud of every single one
of them. One young person was referred to
the boxing club by the YMCA.

“Homeless and disengaged from sports
due to poor mental health, they received
free sessions and a three-month member-
ship at a local Box England club.

“The outcome was remarkable, with the
individual training to become a part-time
coach, finding stable housing, and entering a
healthy relationship.”

Pete has been coaching in Redditch for 36
years and runs a Youth Centre in Britten Street.
He also runs a an anti-knife crime campaign
called DroptheKnife, and says education is
always our main focus to reduce knife crime.

He added: “Another young person, referred
by the police after experiencing PTSD from
witnessing a murder, had not engaged in any
activities for years.

“Through the referral programme, this indi-

vidual received free boxing classes and mentor-
ing, and is now an assistant coach.

“Another referred by the police due to school
exclusion, social drug use, and anxiety, had no
physical activity routine. They received free
classes, gym membership, and mentoring.”

The sessions are being funded by
Worcestershire County Council’s Public Health
team. Visit: redditchselfdefence.co.uk for more
information.

Pete Martin has been running Redditch Self
Defence for 36 years. s
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aElgar Coaches Tours
GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY
Tuesday 5th August Abergavenny £26
Wednesday 28th May Bury Market with Fish & Chips at the Olympus Fish Bar £45

Saturday 7th June, Sunday 6th July, Wednesday 6th August,
Saturday 30th August Weston Super Mare
Saturday 14th June Weymouth

£28 Adult, £22 Child
£40

Saturday 28th June or Wednesday 30th July Barry Island £28
Saturday 5th July Welsh Ride Around & Brecon £30
Saturday 26th July Aberystwyth £36
Wednesday 13th August Porthcawl £28
Wednesday 20th August Sidmouth & The Donkey Sanctuary £40
Saturday 21st June Bristol with a Boat Cruise along the Avon & Cream Tea on Board £55
Sunday 29|h June Afternoon Tea and Cabaret /Show At Studley Castle Enjoy a Bucks Fizz on arrival, afternoon tea and a
Tuesﬂay 29th July Summer Ride Around with 3 Course Carvery Lunch at the Plough, Far Forest...........cccousumuomiunnnns £4(l
Saturday 2nd August The Royal Mint Experience Tour with Cream Tea £45
Sunday 31st August Coronation Street Studio Tour £75
Sunday 7th September Poppies at The Tower of London £81 Adult, £74 Seniors, £63 Child
Saturday 27th September Harry Potter Studio Tour The Dark Arts £95
Saturday 27th September 1940’s Weekend at Bletchley Park £52
Sunday 19th October Elvis Evolution : The Immersive Experience London. £99

Sunday 26th October Abba Voyage @ Abba Arena, London matinee performance
Saturday 13th December Longleat Festival of Light

£115
£79 Adult, £69 Child

HOLIDAYS 2025
Sunday 20th July 5 Days. Dunoon-Gateway to the Scenic Sights of Scotland, Dinner, bed & breakfast & Includes
boat cruise and entrance to Benmore Botanical Gardens from £695

Lh‘ursdaydwh August 5 Days. Steam & Cruise the Lake District, Dinner, bed & breakfast & Includes boat cruls'es
rain rides

Thursday 21st August § Days. Llandudno staying at the Tynedale Hotel, Dinner, bed & breakfast & Includes
excusions.
Monday 1st September 5 Days. Torquay slaylnu at the Riviera Hotel, Dinner, bed & breakfast & Includes

excursions to Brixham & Paignton and Exmouth from £349
Friday 19th September 4 Days. Babbacombe staying at the Babbacombe Hotel, Dinner, bed & breakfast & Includes
excursion to Buckfast Abbey
Wednesday 24th September 6 Days. Ireland- Killarney staying at Dooleys Hotel & Killarney Towers, Dinner, bed

& breakfast & Includes excursions. rom £969

This is just a taster of what we have to offer, call for your brochure to see our other fabulous tours and day trips
including Christmas at Kew and Thursford Christmas Spectacular

For our 2025 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

0190S 333349

We also do private hire phone us fr:::ls
for your bespoke price. '

from £545

- .
d ELGAR COACH HOLIDAYS \
= & ———— H f;‘

S

Matthew ]. Elmes & Co.

Chartered Accountants

Accountancy and taxation services

i -

to business and individuals

Bookkeeping

Payroll

Statutory Accounts

Tax returns

Probate & Estate Administration
Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney

Authorised to carry on the reserved legal activity of Probate.
Authorised and regulated as a CILEX-ACCA Probate Entity.

info@matthewelmes.co.uk

&£

01789 549008
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Come and see our

HOUSEPLANT SELECTIO

Garden Centre
Mon-Sat: 9.00am to 5.00pm
Sunday: 10.00am to 4.00pm

Restaurant
Mon-Sat: 9.30am to )()( pm
Sunday: 1 )()f)am to 3.00pm
(Hot food last orders 3.00pm)

Drinks, Cake and Ice Cream
Mon-Sat: 9. ,()nn 01350
Sunday: 10.00am to 3.:

Ambleside Solihull,
Norton Lane,
Earlswood,
Solihull B94 5LR

Call 01564 702800

We are currently updating our
website to give it a brand new
look. \ou can sign up to
become an Amble sl(k Garden
Centre Member to receive

Did you know
that we grow almost
all our own bedding

and summer flowering
perennials ourselves?

We have our own nursery,
just a few miles from the
garden centre, so all our

) plants arrive looking fresh
and ready to grow in
your gardens!

The Standard, Friday May 23, 2025

©)

13kg patio Gas

YOUR OWN

We have
vegetable plants
in stock

Gas Bottles s

{

N

2

Large selection of BEDDING and
HANGING BASKET PLANTS
— NOW IN STOCK—

Exclusive Discounts
Exclusive Events

Chance to win prizes
including Trips away
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Gardeners & goodFOOD
World SHOW SUMMER

Sponsored by () Lexus

12-15 June 2025 | NEC Birmingham
COMPETITION TIME...

Sponsored by

We have 24 PAIRS OF TICKETS TO GIVE AWAY
Simply answer the following question...
If you would like to be in with a chance to win a pair!

Nick Bailey appeared in which BBC show?

A BBC Gardeners’ World
B The Great British Bake off
C Great British Garden Retreat

Please send your answers to
competitions@bullivantmedia.com

g

® ap o »gc 4

" j ;""r ‘“ﬁ‘ A, : : ‘, ‘ u =
Book now I bbcgardenersworldI|ve.com | goodfoodshow.com

ets only, excluding Saturday entry. Detalls correct at time of print. Tran:
om Immediate Media Company London Limited. Organised by Immedi

Outd oors, . . [EXrH
of sizes

“ Pg rad e ke Uit GARDEN EGG

S !'W i

*Competition closing date will be Sat 31st May 2025. Valid on general adm
The Good Food trade mark is used under

jon fee applies. The Gardeners’ World logo is & tredemark of the B3C. £ 8BC.
ive (trading name of River Street Events Ltc).

available CHAIR SET

when you spend £2000
on landscaping products
in our new brochure’

' EHSmith gie';'hzl;g @ ,.. ) Find your local branch
Builders Merchants - \)' R ehsmith.co.uk

*T&Cs apply. Valid for landscaping brochure orders of £2000 inclusive of VAT in one transaction. One free product per customer. Offer ends 31/10/25
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets, Saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Motorin
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www.carfinder247.co.uk

THE all-new, sixth-gen-
eration Nissan Micra will
return to the B-segment in
2025 as a fully-connected,
pure EV.

Its arrival signals the next
major step in Nissan’s bold
product offensive in Europe,
where the company will
introduce four new fully elec-
tric models by 2027 as part
of its push towards electri-
fication. These include the
all-new Micra, followed by
the Nissan Leaf, Nissan Juke,
and a A-Segment model, as
well as the upgraded third
generation of Nissan’s unique
e-Power technology to be
rolled out on the best-selling
Nissan Qashqai.

Designed at Nissan’s Design
Europe (NDE) in London, the
new Micra boasts a refreshed
and distinctive new exterior
look — combining a premi-
um exterior finish and a ton
of attitude with an SUV-like
design, simple and unclut-
tered surfaces, and subtle
details throughout.

Giovanny Arroba, Vice

President of Nissan Design
Europe, said: “In designing
the sixth generation of the
Micra, we’ve celebrated all
the values that have histori-
cally made it so popular —
and opened a new chapter for
Micra as an EV.

“The exterior has an auda-
cious and playful appearance
on first look but has a stance
which gives it a solid presence
on the road. We’ve also been
able to integrate delightful
details into the design, which
owners will love. We're proud
to have been able to bring the
Micra into the EV age.”

Inside the car, new Micra’'s
interior recaptures a theme
that has been at the heart of
the model across all previous
generations — simple, under-
stated elegance. Building
on that legacy, this latest
generation also hints to its
Japanese heritage through
subtle hidden design features
— including a moulded outline
of Japan’s most famous land-
mark, Mount Fuji, incorpo-
rated into the storage space

between the front seats.

At under four metres in
length and less than 1.8
metres wide, the new Micra
punches well above its weight,
and is perfectly suited for the
tight turns and busy roads
of urban life. A wheelbase
of 2.54 metres pushes the
wheels to the corners, which
has the triple benefits of
guaranteeing improved inte-
rior space, while providing a
dynamic stance on the road
and an optimum blend of
agility and stability.

Available for the first time
as a fully electric model,
new Micra offers worry-free
EV driving that’s perfect for
daily life. Available in two
battery options — 40kWh and
52kWh — the model offers
significant power and range
for an urban car.

Complementing the smooth
and hassle-free feel of an
electric drive, the new Micra
has been meticulously engi-
neered to provide a perform-
ance that goes above and
beyond previous generations

and will delight new and existing
drivers alike.
For peace of mind on the high-
way, the new Micra is available with
Nissan ProPilot assist, offering lane-
keeping assistance, adaptive cruise
control and emergency braking.

European sales of the new Micra
will start in late 2025.

ELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

“'Mechanical Repairs
& 'M.O.T-Wor Diagnostics
Servicing etc...

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

SERVICING.
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
MoT TESTING INCLUDING
CLASS 7 AND THE
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

/L_. YIS At

PRIVATE CAR. COMN{ERCIAL & FLEET

NEW CLASS 5

01527 875565 » 07791 149235

Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing c( Vehicle Testing
Station Station

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGN()S TICS
14 SHERWOOD ROAI
ASTON FIELDS lNDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
OMSGROVE Bl

01527 875432/837070

\

J

pAve's ENGINE CENTRE

Martin]Floyd|MotorgSenvices

45 years experience locally

* All Aspects of Motor Servicing
. Repalrs * Diagnostics

Mount Pieasant Giarage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all MoT classes

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Tel: 01327 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B97 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am~- 6.00pm

PRECISION ENGINE RE-MANUFACTURERS,

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR

Competitive Prices

ENGINE?
FREE Advice and Quotes

All Car, Agricultural and
Commercial Engine Work

(44

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Cylinder Head Re-facing

...and a few comments from very satisfied customers:
Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working
around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks

v,

—

Crankshaft Regrinding

Pressure Testing
Reboring and Liner Fitting

M@E{f’m

Engine Parts at LOW PRICES :
FAVIRYY) \u /

Does your
VINTAGE VEHICLE
need work?

Tel 01527 854968 / 07730 874527

Email : sales@engine-centre.co.
www.engine-centre.co.uk
Studley, B80 7AP
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
for trade customers

Fﬂ@y@ﬂ M@ﬁ@ﬁ
y o]
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Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D5495 DUNNINGTON ROAD & C103 BROOM

LANE, DUNNINGTON

Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Footway reconstruction and
associated works, weekdays only 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.
Order Commences: 27 May 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 2 June 2025.

Access & Diversion: For Dunnington Road — B4088
Salford Road, Dunnington Road and vice versa. For
Broom Lane — C214 Dunnington Road, Wixford
Road, Ryknild Street, Bidford Road, High Street,
Broom Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH AL45 WEETHLEY
Order Effect: Public Footpath AL45 Weethley will be

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL
Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,
CA = Conservation Area, CAS= Conservation Area
Setting LB = Listed Building, LBS = Listed Building
Setting.

25/00236/FUL ADVSTD CA CAS
Site: Flat Above, 6 Church Green West, Redditch,
Worcestershire B97 4DY.

Proposal: Extend the existing building to the rear by
two storey to create two No. residential apartments.
25/00527/PIP LBS
Site: Alders Court, Green Lane, Redditch,
Worcestershire B97 5GY.

Proposal: Permission in Principle for the conversion
of the existing building for to up to two Residential
Dwellings (C3).

25/00189/FUL ADVSTD CA LB

closed to ALL traffic between grid
SP07570-56768 and SP05657- 55480.
Reason for Order: The closures and restrictions are
required for the safety of the public and of the
participants in the Midlands Air Festival 2025.

Order Commences: 30 May 2025 for up to 3 days.
Access & Diversion: Please use an alternative
route using Public Footpaths or Public Rights of Way.
Contact: WCC Rights of Way Team, Tel: 01926 412

0.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
BURFORD LANE, SPERNALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for

Site: St Stephens Church, Church Green West,
Redditch, ire B97 4DY.
Proposal: Installation of 2 air source heat pumps
and surrounding wrought iron enclosure.
Application forms and plans may be inspected
online hitps://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days
of the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

of telegraph poles.

Order Commences: 12 June 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 12 June 2025.

Access & Diversion: Burford Lane, Spernal Lane,
Spernall Lane, Village Road, Alne End, Henley Road,
Alcester Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Core Highways, Tel: 079792 966 733.
C41 PELHAM LANE, HASELOR, ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between the junctions of Henley Road and Wood
Lane. In addition, the weight restriction on Pelnam
Lane, Lower Haselor Lane, Stratford Road, High
Street, Church Street, Henley Street, Kinwarton
Road, Alcester will be temporarily suspended.
Reason for Order: To enable piling to brook,
carriageway edge strengthening, drainage and
associated works.

Order Commences: 9 June 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 22 June 2025.

Access & Diversion: Pelham Lane, Lower Haselor
Lane, Stratford Lane, High Street, Church Street,
Henley Street, Kinwarton Road, Captains Hill, School
Road, Village Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: CA = Conservation Area,

LBS = Listed Building Setting, ADVSTD = Wider
Publicity, CA = Conservation Area.

25/00464/FUL CALBS
Site: 13 New Road, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire.
Proposal: Conversion and extension of existing
building to create 6 residential units with

MISCELLANEOUS
—

RECLINER
CHAIRelectric
rise & recline £169
Manual recline chair
£60 High seated
chair £40Can deliver
07703 925662

BEDS NEWDoubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59Can
deliver 07703 925662

FENCE posts, mixed
sizing £3 / each. Tel:
07541576100

TRIPOD, 3 different
levels £5 or
nearest offer. Tel:

_07541576100

SUPER saver Tyre and
wheel, brand new,
fits all SUV’s, £15

or near offer. Tel:
07541576100
SMALL dog cage,

brand new £10 or
nearest offer. Tel:
07541576100
FISHING Rods x 2,
Fishing reel x 1.
Quality make. £15.
Motorcycle Carrier,
fits to Standard
tow-bar.£100.  Tel:
07933 245121
COFFEE machine,
Nescafe dolce gusto,
with coffee pods £25.
Tel: 07743929558
PING Karsten 1970’s
1, 3, 5 woods VGC
Offers 07751 972736
GOLF trolley Electric
with charger
Excellent condition
Includes bag £45 ono
07751 972736
BOYS mountain bike

rear, first-floor flat roof, adjacent to the existing plant,
including a mechanical kitchen supply system
complete with an 18KW electric heater battery, a new
supply fan and replace the existing condenser unit.

forms and plans may be il

associated works. good all round
25/00551/FUL ADVSTD CA condition £15 ono
Site: The Golden Cross, 20 High Street, 07541576100
Worcestershire B61 8HH DOG Cage folds
Proposal: Installation of new plant equipment on the down new £10 ono
07541576100

MOTORCYCLE
carrier fits to car
towbar £100 ono
07933245121

MISCELLANEOUS
—

TWO Fishing rods
& 1 fly fishing reel
quality make £15
07933245121

MODEL Railway
baseboard frame
& ply & cork 5ft x
3ft free to collector
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MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | BUILDING
CARPET OFFCUT - | ROODOG foldable
brand new, berber, Ebike, offers over

hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown

£950. Almost like
new. Travels 30km

/ cream mixture, no | on  single charge
matching  pattern | pagtery. Tyres are full
size 6 foot 8 inches |  rypper 07771816499

long x 2 foot 1 inch

GOLF Balls all good

01905 345537 wide. £5.00. Tele: 2
COFFEE __ Machine 07934132759 names & condition
‘Nescafé Dice [ MAHO GANY :2 4?;’1115 £16 01564
Gusto’ with Sideboard 3 drawers, | —————
coffec pods £30 | 3 cupboards 940H x | 5 Cliff Richard wall
07743929558 1270L x 480D Good plates with hangers
ELECTRIC| Condition £100 ono | £40 ono 0121 624
confidence fitness | _07879015716 3694
treadmill £40 01527
546431 WANTED
L / H Golf Putter | NNEE—

brand new name
Ozolif club £7 01527
546431
HALFORDS car cover
only used for one
day, £20 (cost £60)
01527 526098
HOSTESS Tray
(table top) perfect
condition hardly
used with 3 glass
dishes and keep
warm shelf £35 (cost
£75) 01527 526098
MOTO Caddy Electric
Golf Trolley. Very
Good Condition
£150. Tel: 07884
434566
RUNNER BEAN,
£1.75 a tray of 12
plants 01905 778926
HEAVY duty pipe
bender 15mm /
22mm £30 ono. Tel
07528485727
CRYSTAL drinks
decanter  and
whisky glasses.
Glasses have never
been used, excellent
condition £12. Tel
01527 500217
TYRES 3x 175 / 65x14
good condition
Smm tread on Clio
2 rims £15 each
07940406991
GORGEOUS New
Look dress, size 14;
pink, purple, green
flowery pattern. New
with tag £10 07813
706 158

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 23 May 2025

online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications.

Comments can be submitted online, via email
to litch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeping you up to d'ate with all th'e‘
latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,

Probate Notices.....

To advertise
call

1927

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Casseties
Vintage or New **

Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 251 643

RETIRED BUILDER
AVALIABLE

Able to do small or
large projects
Good rates offered

Call Steve on

0152769309
07541219951

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie CARPENTRY/
and rare finds. Cash paid JOINERY
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992 | | nemmmmm—

HG Carpentry
Doors & Interiors

S§METHING TO

Observer

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to;

1. [Free Lineage (Items upto value £500) | |Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)
¥ Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

T (MAX 15 WORDS)

r

Tel:

1 Details (Not for Publication):

1 Mi/Mrs/Ms Initial

urname

1 Addres:

Postcode

1
Tel:

Mobile

} Emai:

1 | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £.

1 or atternatively
1 Please debit my card for £.

: Credit ard Number
EBxp:

Start:

1 Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if applicable)

T Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East,
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to
] freeads@bullivantmedia.com

ko sioan oo s o s

extra cash
and make
someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less - its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in
a boxed advertisement

for just

£5.75 (inc vat)

3 PIECE
SUITE

brown leather,
perfect
condition
as new

£550

can deliver
Telephone
10234 567890

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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Classified

www.directory247.co.uk TELEPHONE 01527 588688
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SIMILE 01527 584371

CARPETS
—

Furniture
moved!

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon '

07753 800737

€ © www.cliftcarpets.com

L
0
C
A

OUR CLASSIFIED PAGES CONTAIN LOCAL
BUSINESSES. WHY NOT GIVE THEM A CALL

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH
DECORATORS

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07841 80 55 - 01321 836221

FENCING
—

GCENTRAL
FENGING

Artificial

Al types of fencing supplied
typ g supp! grass

and fitted at excellent rates
FREE QUOTES

23 years experience

DECKING » GATES *x SLABBING
Call now

01527 813 525
07813 092 906

Fully Insured

ny size
Cover up unsightly,
areas

FENCING
—

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SMALL
Contact Daryl
01527 526990 * 07847 898079

For a free quote

EXPERT A CALL!
Keep it LOCAL!

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

Dragonfly
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
¢ Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming
¢ Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture
with a local major Garden Centre
Registered Waste Carrier
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

GARDENING
SERVICES
.

JEFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cuttil ar vamg
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES
—_—

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

REGULAR

LAWN CUTTING

Friendly service
Redditch & surrounding areas

07599 270652

HAIRDRESSERS
—

Hair by Sharon

in the comfort of your own home

Vi

Over 20 years
experience

310A Birchfield Road,
Webheath,
Worcestershire

A\ 07772994654

sharon_campion@yahoo.com

HANDYMAN
—

KITCHENS
—

FROM A
LOCAL
I XPERT?
Our Classified
pages are full of
LOCAL
BUSINESSES
walﬂn. to help!

LANDSCAPING
—

———
NEED HELP

D.A TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing * Slabbing * Conifers
Hedge Work
CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish « Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

ROOFING
[
WEATHER’qGUARD
No job too big or
10% too small
Al.l. Rﬂo and insured
Written quotes
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
% Mobile: 07467159012
N
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
Fully guaranteed
REPAI available
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
NEZ Office: 01521962 972
ROOFING
[

SKIP HIRE
—

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

©

SKIP HIRE

A&S SKIPS
%Ho;?un!s {Redditch) LTD

doors uatanoed

Tree & Landscape Specialists s a rusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the irade.

+ Tree Work  Paving * Fencing * Arifcial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

Contact us today F ONE: 0800 747 1704

treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com

W treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk
Aouson L g

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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live for today,

I Learn from yesterday,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

- ol - 3
DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS MEMORIAL
— — — SERVICES
—
RYA SYMONS ||| TALBOT-SYKES >
N David Cornel As Time Goes By
1 915 Jean Sadly passed away on YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN J
Michael William Friday 25th April 2025, aged 64 years. MEMORIAL SUPPLIER
Aged 86 Years Aged 88 Years David will be missed by all of his family

Peacefully passed away on Thursday 1st May
2025 at the Alexandra Hospital.
Beloved Husband to Diane.

He will be sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

Michael will be received into Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Church on
Monday 9th June 2025 at 5.00 p.m.

A Requiem Mass will take place on
Tuesday 10th June 2025 at 1.00 p.m, followed
by committal at St Bartholomew’s Church,
Tardebigge at 2.30 p.m.

Flowers welcome or donations if preferred to
the Salvation Army may be sent to
Thomas Brothers, The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road,
Redditch, Worcestershire

Passed away peacefully on
Sunday 11th May 2025
A much loved Mum to Michelle
and Adrian
Jean will be greatly missed by all of her
family and friends
A service to celebrate Jean’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium on
Tuesday 10th June 2025 at 12.30pm
Please wear a touch of pink or lilac,
Jean’s favourite colours.

Family flowers only please donations if
desired to the Alzheimer’s Society
may be sent to
Thomas Brothers, Birchfield House,
494 Evesham Road, Redditch,
B97 5JE.

01527 547777
Thank you

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times
Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate

and friends.

A service to celebrate David’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium
on Friday 30th May 2025 at 2.45 p.m.
Donations if desired to
The Royal British Legion
may be sent to:

Thomas Brothers,

The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road,
Redditch,

B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank You
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
L

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

reate the perfect Funeral fo

ur loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
* Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
T: 01527 831723

info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

If you have a message for a =
call our team on

01527 588688 =

M \‘-.l_.
R 4
& Ta<

loved one,

N,

\"
St ‘/‘*‘Yﬁ

o ;3297755417177.77 Redditch B97 5XP

Thank You. “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
——

James Giles

and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family™
to care for your family

PRE-PAID

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY

01527872318 01905783188 01527 852213 FUNVAILABLE
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
|

An Independenti Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

A family concern %

s
emall admm(‘thomasbrothers co. uk
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: rccéption@bullivantmedia.mm

TR ML DRSS ST — ‘d....(

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow;

Anonymous

MORTONS (‘M

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Where saying
goodbye means

everything”

Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,
contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 911

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

Observer Standard O®

NEWSPAPERS | MAGAZINES | DIGITAL ‘@ @

We are looking to expand our Sales team across Warwickshire, Worcestershire and the
West Midlands.

The ideal candidate will have a proven track record of success in Sales Account
Management; and a strong understanding of the local media landscape - print and digital
would be useful, but its not essential.
In this role, the successful candidates will be responsible for:

* Developing and maintaining current relationships with existing clients

« |dentifying and making contact with new clients

« |dentifying and closing new business opportunities

Skills required:
* A professional and friendly manner
* Excellent communication skills with ability to communicate on all levels
. FxPerience of sourcing and generating sales leads, over the telephone and face
o face
* Ability to work independently and as part of a team
* Attention to detail

In return we offer a basic salary and on target earning in excess of £40k per annum,
as well as a car allowance for Field Sales Account Managers

If you are interested in learning more about this really interesting role, please send
your cv to: pat.bullivant@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivant Media Group publishes local Newspapers, Magazines and Websites across Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and the West Midlands.

reception@bullivantmedia.com

Prices start from just

PAGE 29

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688

or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your
telephone contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost

(inc. Vat)
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Appointments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371
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VAGANGY
Gold Crest T0FLLD
Require the following in the Redditch,

Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

DRIVERS rart fime

Full and part time drivers required for home to nrl“ers

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

school contracted transport. Competitive rates of Transporting children to school. N. bI.
pay and flexible working hours. Vehicle provided. il
Company vehicle provided, and full assistance —ALSO - KE'_N C:Il]" help!
obtaining your private hire licence will be given. P Ve thema

Il

For further details please call assenger (6153?
01527 60000 Assistants 580625
or email accounts@a2h60k.co.uk Part e b gl st or 5887 49
without experience. canoliebirkenhead@
bullivantmegia.com

Contact 07483 171666 iy ar@
bullivantmedia.com

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle Tn rlll,
Clean Licence Essential =

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid We can offer you....
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivantedia
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Warriors show
intent with raft
of new signings

Matt Kvesic is|backsfor, a third @
spell with WorcesteﬂWarriors.
Picture/by John Coles§

- ' o

R

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

RUGBY UNION: WORCESTER
‘Warriors have made seven new
signings as Matt Everard shapes
his squad for the 2025/26 sea-
son.

‘Warriors made flanker Matt Kvesic
the club’s first new signing ahead of
their return to professional rugby
next campaign.

Kvesic returns to Sixways for a
third spell following a four-year stint
with Warriors at the start of his pro-
fessional career and a two-season
stay before the club entered admin-
istration.

The 33-year-old has also played
for Gloucester, Exeter Chiefs, Zebre

and Coventry - spending the last two
seasons with the latter club in the
Championship.

Kvesic said: “I'm exceptionally
excited to rejoin my first club, third
time lucky. Back at a club which
means so much to me, the place that
gave me an opportunity as a 16/17-
year-old.

“I want to be a part of their jour-
ney back to top flight rugby, albeit it
slightly older and hopefully wiser.

“It was a no brainer to be part of
what the club are building and I am
here to support them on and off the
field.

“I know there’s a huge desire for
professional rugby to be back in the
city and it'll be an honour to put the
blue and gold colours back on.”

Newly-appointed head coach,
Everard added: “T am delighted with

the signing of Matt Kvesic. Matt is a
massive part of Worcester Warriors,
and Worcester Warriors is a massive
part of Matt.

“He is someone who knows and
cares about the club, the city, and
the fans. But not only that, he is a
top-quality player who has been in
environments that have won big
competitions and big games.

“He knows what it takes to win,
and what it looks like on a day-to-
day basis.”

Experienced winger Josh Bassett
has also joined Warriors.

Bassett has enjoyed a prolific
career in the Premiership featuring
for the likes of Wasps, Harlequins
and Leicester Tigers.

The 33-year-old scored 65 tries
in more than 180 appearances for
‘Wasps.

‘Worcester have also confirmed
the arrival of Tiff Eden and Tim
Anstee.

Eden spent the first three years of
his career with Worcester.

The 30-year-old fly-half went on to
represent Nottingham, Bristol Bears,
Zebre and Saracens.

And 27-year-old flanker Anstee is
a former star for Australia in rugby
sevens.

Anstee also played for Western
Force in Super Rugby.

‘Warriors have also added former
‘Wales international scrum-half Lloyd
Williams and Premiership-winning
prop Fraser Balmain to their squad.

Williams represented Wales
at two Rugby World Cup’s as
the 35-year-old makes the switch
from Championship leaders Ealing
Trailfinders.

And Balmain won the Premiership
with Leicester Tigers backin 2012/13
with the 33-year-old spending his
entire career in the top-flight.

‘Worcester have also swooped to
sign 23-year-old fly-half Will Reed
from Welsh side Dragons.

And Warriors have also appointed
former Wasps and Northampton
Saints hooker Tom Cruse as assist-
ant coach.

Kruse will leave his role with
Championship side Bedford Blues
to take up the position at Sixways.

PAGE 31

Comfortable victory for
Fanthome in fifth pro fight

BOXING: LEO Fanthome
cruised to a comfortable points
victory in his fifth professional
fight.

The ‘Lionheart’ dominated
heavier opponent Dan Booth in
all four rounds to claim a 40-36
points victory at the Holiday
Inn at Birmingham Airport.

Manchester-based Booth
(6-9) marked a step up in class
for Redditch fighter Fanthome
(4-1).

And Booth also had a weight
advantage, tipping the scales
at just over 11 stone with
Fanthome weighing in at 10st
six pounds.

However, 26-year-old
Fanthome showed his class to
come out on top in front of
around 100 supporters.

Fanthome said: “I boxed a
different game this time.

“I knew the guy had a lot of
experience, three of his six
wins had come by knockout so I
knew he could punch a bit.

“I outboxed him. There were
times when I could’ve worn him
down a bit more. I boxed in and
out and in phases.

“It was possibly the hardest
test so far, but there was noth-
ing I couldn’t deal with.

“I kept it on the outside, I
boxed up and down and at the
end of the first my coach Lee
Spare said: ‘that’s the best I've

Leo Fanthome (right) has his hand
raised in victory. Picture courtesy of
Campfire Stories Productions.

ever seen you box’.”

Fanthome’s manager, Jon
Pegg added: “Leo is showing
improvement with every fight.
We are here for the long haul.”

Fanthome has put a surprise
stoppage loss in just his second
pro fight behind him, reeling
off three straight wins includ-
ing one by knockout.

And after competing in
five four-round bouts, the
Worcestershire fighter hopes
to return to the ring soon in a
longer six-round fight.

Fanthome is also targeting
his first belt in the pro ranks
and is eyeing up the Midlands
title within his next five fights.

Fanthome added: “The next
one has to be a six-rounder.

I had to renew my licence and
didn’t have my first fight until
May, but I'm still hopeful of
having five fights this year.

“I want to have two or three
more fights then box for a
Midlands title.

I'd like a Midlands title within
10 fights.

“I'm building up a fanbase,
I'm stronger, more confident
and my skill set is increasing.
Maybe I need to work on my
inside work a bit more.

“There’s not too much that
needs working on, just keep on
with the basics and keeping my
frame and shape.”

Hart make positive start to campaign

BOWLS: THE Hart Crown Green
Bowling Club have made a strong start
to the season with five of their teams
occupying the top two places in their
respective divisions.

Hart’s A team sit top of the Heart of
England League table by four points
following a 150-133 home win against
Baldwin A.

Wins for Pete Davenport (21-2),
Paul Matthews (21-17), Cameron
Cutler (21-19) and Jon Palmer (21-11)
means the Hart remain unbeaten after
four matches.

The club stormed to the Division
One title by 41 points last season.

In the Warwickshire and
Worcestershire Premier League, Hart
lead the Division Four table follow-
ing a 194-150 victory at West Brom
FSC B

Tony Moore, Mike Estell, Dave
Mahaffey Ashley Beeston, Matthews
and Cutler all won their matches.

In the South West Birmingham and
District Over 60s League, Hart A won

120-87 against local rivals Alcester A.

However, the club lost 107-84 in the
return fixture at Alcester to sit second
in Division One, eight points behind
Woodbourne A.

And Hart B top Division Five after
completing the double over bottom
side Woodlands B by a scoreline of
126-58.

Elsewhere, in the Northfield and
District Sunday League, Hart B sit sec-
ond in Division Three and are through
to the Sid Stephens Cup quarter-fi-
nals.

A 168-113 success against Central
Edgbaston means the B team will play
Hart’s A team in the last eight of the
competition.

Hart’s A team picked up their first
win in the Yardley Wood Superleague
with a 168-112 victory in Division One
against Wootton Hall A.

A full house of winning cards saw
Steve Jones (21-7) and Penny Moore
(21-9) triumph to single figures.

Hart B were unable to match that

victory at Wootton Hall B but did
take three points from the Division
Three match as Manny Kawycz (21-4),
Alan Asbury (21-13) and Neil Duggan
(21-12) won their respective matches.

In the Heart of England League
Division Three, Hart’s team lost out by
two shots against Hockley Heath.

Hart B picked up their first win of
the year in the return fixture, winning
140-135.

Wins for Neil Laxton (21-9), Kirk
Wright (21-10), Phil Hemming (21-14)
and Malcolm Bird (21-18) helped lift
Hart off the bottom of the table.

In the Heart of England Over 60s
League Division One, Hart A only
took two points from their visit to
Moseley CC A as Mike Estell (21-14)
and Graham Arnott (21-19) claimed
victories.

And Hart B had four winners in their
106-89 win against M and B Portland
Road in Division Three as Laxton,
Kawycz, Neil Harrison and David Pratt
all came out on top.

Late agony for Alvechurch

CRICKET: ALVECHURCH and
Hopwood CC suffered an agonising
two-wicket defeat against Netherton
2nds with one ball to spare in a thrill-
er.
The home side posted 250-4 from
their 50 overs at Alvechurch Cricket
Ground as Mark James starred with 67
not out from 34 balls.

However, Netherton reached the
required total with one ball remaining
despite the best efforts of Ben Dunn
and Tom Shepherd who took three
wickets apiece.

The result means Alvechurch sit
fourth in the Worcestershire County
League Division Two table.

Church made a strong start with the
bat as openers Shepherd (34) and Jack
Williams (53) piled on the runs.

However, both batters fell to the
bowling of Sheraz Younas (2-33)
with Shepherd stumped and Williams
bowled.

Nathan Buckley (35) made a use-
ful contribution while Jack White (3)
lasted just 13 deliveries as Asif Igbal
(2-26) accounted for both batters.

Alvechurch increased the run-rate
in the latter stages of the innings as Dj

Budden (33 not out) supported captain
James at the crease.

And James propelled Church to 250
at the end of their innings as he hit
eight fours and two sixes in a stunning
34-ball knock.

Alvechurch  quickly removed
Netherton openers Jawad Nazir (7) and
Igbal (16) as Charlie Bannister (1-56)
and White (1-35) took early wickets.

However, Danyal Rehman (70) frus-
trated the Church attack before Dunn
(3-38) eventually trapped him LBW.

Dunn also claimed the wickets of
Wasim Nawaz (32) and Basim Ishaq
23).

However, Netherton’s middle order
continued to score runs as Muhammad
Madni (25) and Muhammad Massod
(40) both made crucial contributions.

Shepherd (3-63) had Madni stumped
and Massod caught before also bowling
Younas (0) for a duck.

However, Muhammad Yasin (nine
not out) edged Netherton to the nar-
rowest of victories.

Alvechurch and Hopwood are next
in action against Kidderminster 2nds
on Saturday, May 24 with the game to
begin at 12.30pm at Chester Road.
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BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Lap record and podium places
for Team Vertu at Brands Hatch

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

BTCC: DROITWICH-based
Team Vertu achieved three
podium finishes in the second
round of the British Touring Car
Championship (BTCC) at Brands
Hatch.

Title contender Tom Ingram fin-
ished third in race one and secured
another podium finish in race three
after finishing 11th in race two.

The Coventry driver has now
achieved five podium finishes from six
races in the BTCC this season.

also broke the Brands Hatch
Indy circuit lap record in the third and
final race of the weekend.

And teammate Adam Morgan fin-
ished second in race two to ensure
the Droitwich team have finished on
the podium in all six BTCC races this
season.

Morgan placed fourth in race one to
just miss out on the podium and 12th
in race three.

Team Vertu lead the teams stand-
ings on 166 points with NAPA Racing
UK in second on 143 points.

And Ingram sits second in the driv-
ers’ standings on 87 points - just five
points behind leader Ash Sutton.

Ingram said: “It was a really good
weekend and the car has felt beautiful.
‘We haven't need to touch it from the
start of FP1.

“It's been a dream and we’ve been
able to score solid points once again
which has allowed us to retain second
in the points.

“It's a nice place to be in at this

"H\ansford
Sensors

Tom Ingram on the track at Brands

Hatch. Picture by Darren Price.

stage, and it sets us up well for the
rest of the season to try and carry this
momentum on.

“It would have been nice to finish
higher up in race two, but we didn’t
expect so many people to run the
soft there which caught us off-guard
a little.

“As it was, I feel we did a good job
there to get the result that we did, and
when we bolted the soft tyre back on for
race three, the pace allowed us to come
back through to the podium again.

“Five podiums from six shows our
consistency, and whilst I want to get
that win, it won’t be far away with the
pace we have.”

Morgan added: “It was a pretty good
weekend from the moment we rolled
the car out of the truck as we've been
on the money, and it’s great to score
my first podium with EXCELR8 and
Team Vertu.

“We've been quick in all three races,
even on the hard tyre, and have picked
up solid points to move up the stand-

ings.

“Without fluffing the start, I think we
could potentially have won the second
race but I'm not going to come away
from the weekend disappointed with a
podium finish, especially with the pace
we have in the car at the moment.

“Looking at race one and two and

how people had performed on the
hard tyre, I knew the final race would
be tough — especially with the lack of
boost — but I was first car home on the
hard tyre so I know we did the best we
could and maximised the result.”

Team Vertu driver Tom Chilton
improved over the course of the week-
end as he finished 22nd, 12th and
seventh respectively.

And Michael Crees placed 13th,
14th and 16th to round off another
successful weekend for the Drotiwich
team.

The BTCC season continues at
Snetterton on the weekend of May 24
and 25.

Spa ease to
away victory

CRICKET: JONATHAN Miles starred
with bat and ball as Droitwich Spa
CC cruised to an eight-wicket victory
against Hagley.

Miles took 3-15 with the ball before
scoring 41 not out with the bat at
Hagley Park.

Droitwich bowled the home side out
for just 122 and needed just 25.5 overs
to reach the required total.

The result means Spa sit fourth
in the Worcestershire County League
Division One table.

Hagley won the toss and elected to
bat only for Droitwich to make several
early inroads with the ball.

Max Young (1-9) bowled opener
Daniel Giles (0) for a duck before Sam
Smith (1-28) accounted for Christiaan
Levitt (16) to leave the home side on
2

And Harry Butler then ran out Umar
Malik (7) while Adam Keen (3-24)
claimed the wicket of Mikhil Jain (6)
as Hagley slumped to 42-4.

Only Henry Deacy (30) passed
the 20-run mark as Keen caught and
bowled Mahroof Khan (3).

And Keen eventually claimed the scalp
of Deacy as Spa took the remaining five
wickets for the loss of just 35 runs.

Spa produced a 53-run first-wicket
partnership in reply as Butler (27) and
Sam Woolley (42) made an impressive
start with the bat.

And Miles hit eight boundaries to
guide Spa to a comfortable eight-wick-
et victory.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

Est 1988

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

for final
® Cam belt

® Welding
® Servicing

makes &

not give

® Engine tuning
® MOT preparation and submission

DA

MOT
replacement

® Clutch Replacement
® General repairs

® Insurance work welcome
@ Supply and fit all parts for all

models

All types of work undertaken, why

us a call or just drop in

Car REPATS

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



