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Extra baby

bank funding
will be a real
game-changer

Second site will now be able to open

A MUCH-LOVED baby
bank supporting fami-
lies across Droitwich
has received a fund-
ing boost from a local
housing association.

‘Wychbold and Droitwich
Baby Bank has success-
fully applied to Platform
Housing’s Community Chest
- a funding pot for Platform
customers and local chari-
ties.

The baby bank — co-found-
ed by Wychavon councillor
Rick Deller — provides essen-
tial baby and toddler items,
from clothing to prams, free
of charge to families with

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham
@bullivantmedia.com

children from birth to three
years old. The not-for-profit
project, which operates out
of Dodderhill Parish Hall,
runs monthly drop-in ses-
sions supporting more than
30 families each time.

Its ethos is simple:

* reduce waste

* reuse quality items
already in circulation and

* support local families
facing financial hardship.

Thanks to the grant, the
baby bank will be able to

cover a year’s worth of hall
hire and storage as well as
vital supplies and insurance
costs. The grant will also
help fund the set-up of a
second drop-in location in
Droitwich, enabling weekly
access to emergency sup-
plies for families in need.

Rick said: “This fund-
ing is a game-changer for
us. It secures the future of
our Wychbold site and fast
tracks the opening of our
second location.

“We're passionate about
helping families, particular-
ly those escaping domestic
abuse or dealing with tem-
porary housing situations

Wychbold and Droitwich Baby Bank has been awarded
essential funding from Platform Housing Group. s

and this support will make a
huge difference.”

In addition to distributing
baby essentials, the baby
bank also provides a warm,
welcoming space for fami-
lies to relax and connect,
helping to combat loneliness
in new parents.

As part of future plans,
volunteers will also receive
training in mental health
and suicide prevention to
further support vulnerable
families.

Chris

Colley, commu-

nity engagement officer at
Platform Housing Group,
said: “The baby bank is a
lifeline to many and we're
proud to support such a
compassionate, grassroots
initiative.

“This is exactly the kind
of community-led support
our Community Chest was
designed to fund.”

Visit platformhg.com and
search for ‘Wychbold &
Droitwich Baby Bank’ on
Facebook for more informa-
tion.
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Man will face
burglary charge

A MAN has been charged
following a burglary at
Barbertown in Droitwich
on Monday January 6 this
year.

Thomas  Nightingale,
of Mayflower Road in
Droitwich, has been
charged with burglary
other than dwelling.

The 27-year-old is set
to appear at Worcester
Magistrates’ Court on
Tuesday July 29.

By Appointment to
His Majesty King Charles ITT
Medallists
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd

Bromsgrove
Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd
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Experts available Monday to Friday.
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.
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@

124 High Street, Bromsgrove. B61 8HJ
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07889757199
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collectors@worcmedals.com
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Historic windmill back sailing

Danzey Windmill will sail again at
Avoncroft Museum after an
extensive refurbishment. s

DANZEY Green Windmill
will start sailing again at

Bromsgrove’s  Avoncroft
Museum after five years of
inactivity.

The attraction will be given a
grand reopening next Saturday,
July 19, following an extensive
refurbishment.

To mark the opening, children
will go free (two free child tickets
with each full price adult ticket).

Starting at 1pm, the event will
feature guided windmill tours, chil-
dren’s crafts, heritage talks about
the mill’s restoration in Guesten
Hall and the ribbon cutting.

Mike Field, a millwright and mill-
er who led its original reconstruc-
tion in the late 1960s and early

by Tilly Kellaway

1970s, will perform the ceremonial
ribbon cutting. His return marks a
full-circle moment in the story of
the 200-year-old mill, which now
proudly stands as the only working
post mill in the West Midlands.

Avoncroft Museum director Zoe
Willems said it was an honour to
have Mike returning to reopen the

“This is a celebration of crafts-
manship, community, and continu-
ity,” she added.

Originally built in 1820 in Danzey
Green, Warwickshire, it is now the
oldest surviving windmill of its type
in Britain. In its working life it
ground grains for farmers.

After facing demolition, it was
relocated to Avoncroft in 1969
where it was reconstructed by Mike
Field and a team of experts and
volunteers. By 2019, the number of
repairs needed had grown so much
the decision was made to pause the
mill’s operation until key structural
work could be carried out. Staffing
and funding post-Covid delayed the
repairs but despite some remain-
ing work, the mill is now ready to
return to sailing.

The restoration was made pos-
sible by the financial support from
Bromsgrove Court Leet, Bromsgrove
Rotary Club, Droitwich Preservation
Trust and the Midlands Mills Group
and donations from members of the
public.

To ensure the windmill continues
to operate long into the future,
the milling team has trained vol-
unteers to show visitors the power
of wind-driven milling, preserving
the centuries-old skills required
to harness wind power and gri
grain. Under Mike Field’s supervi-
sion, these volunteers will continue
the living heritage approach which
makes Avoncroft Museum so dis-
tinctive.

Zoe added: “This isn’t JuSt about
restoring a building — it’s about
keeping the knowledge and tradi-
tions alive.”

Subject to suitable wind condi-
tions over the summer the mill will
sail every Saturday from July 19 to
the end of August.

Walk on the

THE POPULAR Astwood Bank
Carnival will return on Saturday
(July 13) with a number of activ-
ities and entertainment for the
entire family.

The event will have a “‘Walk on
the Wildside’ theme, celebrating
the summer in a jungle adven-
ture style and offering visitors
of all ages a variety of activities
and entertainment.

For younger visitors, the carni-
val offers an animal corner, pony

rides and fairground attractions.
For all ages, there will be a
dog show, car show, perform-
ances from professional aerial
performers The Vander Wheel of
Death, Shaun Paul Smith Dance
Academy, known for its street
style, and the Lucy Jane School
of Dance and Starlight School
of Dance - they both teach
various dance styles. Full Force
Wrestling will also be there and
have a float in the procession.

And there will be live music
from artists including Dan
Sealey, Ellie Jones, Jamie
Knight, Adam Lee and bands
including The Troubadours and
Jack Read and The Shaders.

The procession starts at mid-
day, with carnival queen Kaite,
aged 13, princesses Florence
and Alice, aged nine and
eight, and rosebuds Poppy and
Teddy, aged six, and Molly,
aged five.

Astwood Bank Community
Group Chair, Ashley Hewitt,
said the event was about bring-
ing everyone together, adding:
“Whether it is the local busi-
nesses, schools, scouting groups,
operatic society, Astwood Bank
in Bloom or many of our worthy
locally-based groups and chari-
ties, it is a real celebration of
our wide community.”

Refreshments will include a
variety of international cuisines,

Wildside theme for carnival with a day of family fun

as well as a bar and a Pimm’s
tent.

All proceeds will go to the
community fund group. More
than £10,000 was raised in 2024
which paid for events throughout
the year.

The Sundowner takes place at
9pm tonight (Friday, July 11)
with shuttle buses sponsored by
Royal Motorways.

Visit astwoodbankcg.co.uk for
more information.
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New cycle route
plan is unveiled

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

OPINIONS are being
sought on plans to
extend the A38 Bristol
Road cycling route from
Birmingham city centre
into Longbridge.
Birmingham City Council
have shared details of plans
for an extension of the ‘blue’
route, which currently runs
south from the city centre but
only as far as Selly Oak.
Plans will extend the route
6km from Selly Oak along
the busy dual-carriageway
through Bournville and
Northfield into Longbridge.
The route, according to

plans, will go as far as the
A38 junction with Longbridge
Lane.

Most of the new cycle route
will be in the central reserva-
tion. Cyclists will have prior-
ity across vehicle access gaps
in the central reservation
and there will be changes
to where vehicles can make
turns.

The council hopes the
project will reduce depend-
ency on cars and create bet-
ter, safer travel alternatives
whilst supporting its goal to
become a carbon neutral city
by 2030.

Plans also include vari-
ous changes to infrastruc-
ture along the route, such as
tweaks to bus stop locations,
new crossings for pedestrians
and cyclists, additional links

to nearby cycling routes off
the A38 and occasional tree
removal. Lighting and tree
loss mitigation will form part
of the next design stage.

The council has now opened
up a consultation until July
28 to seek residents’ views
on the proposals.

As part of the consulta-
tion there are four drop-in
sessions being held along
the route for people to learn
more.

Following  consultation,
responses will be reviewed to
inform the next steps of the
plans. Detailed final designs
for construction will then fol-
low.

Visit: birminghambeheard.
org.uk/bce/a38-cycle-route/
for more information.
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Artistic
impressions
of the A38
cycle route
enhancement
scheme at the
junction with
South Road,
Northfield. s
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A NEW tram-train which will operate tram and
rail passenger services in Wales was trans-
ported through Bromsgrove on Tuesday.

The Transport for Wales class 398 Citylink
unit was heading to an East Midlands rail
centre where it is believed it will undergo test-
ing prior to entering service.

A total of 36 of the units are being built

A FREE family fun day and classic car
show will take place from 2pm to 4pm next
Saturday, July 19, at Cofton Park Manor
care home.

The event, in conjunction with Pride of
Longbridge, offers an array of activities
and entertainment for all ages.

The line-up of classic cars and vintage
vehicles is set to entertain car enthusiasts
of all ages and backgrounds.

Other activities include a children’s party
bus, live magic shows, dancing displays

Passing through

by Stadler Rail in Valencia for the Core
Valleys Lines serving Treherbert, Aberdare
and Merthyr.

The environmentally friendly three-car
units can carry around 250 passengers while
being powered by either battery or overhead
line equipment.

The sets will be based at a new £100million
depot at Taff’'s Well and will be integral to the
South Wales Metro project being partly fund-
ed by the European Regional Development
Fund through the Welsh Government.

New Stadler Rail-built Citylink class
398, number 398019, came through
Bromsgrove. Picture Neil Gordon Media.
s

from the Retro Rhythm dancers and non-
stop laughter from local entertainer Debbie
Miles, along with a tombola, craft stalls,
sweet treats and a barbecue.

The event will have something for eve-
ryone - it will be perfect for car lovers,
families looking for a fun day out or any-
one curious about what the care home in
Cofton Hackett has to offer.

Call Cofton Park Manor on 0121 387
2722 or email: Cofton.rec@hamberley-
carehomes.co.uk for more information.

elp is here!

WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

Locks
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Mirrors
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Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Make a beeline to
this buzzing event

A NEW interactive experi-
ence about bees is coming
to Redditch’s Kingfisher cen-
tre for four days from next
Saturday (July 19) to July
22,

‘Miracle of the Bees’ is a free
multi-sensory experience designed
to delight and fascinate visitors of
all ages.

The event, based in the former
FarmFoods store, has been co-cre-
ated by young people from Imaan
Youth Club, artists Vortex Creates
and Reimagine Redditch.

The space will be transformed to
connect and inspire people through
bold, joyful and memorable experi-
ences.

The event is the culmination of
The Bee Creative project, a collabo-
ration between Imaan Youth Club
and Reimagine Redditch. Children
at the club worked with different art-
ists to explore ‘bee’ themes through
graffiti, textiles, Islamic geometric
patterns, calligraphy, glass painting,
architecture, model making and set
design.

Sadiya Ashiq, from Imaan Youth
Club, said the exploration through
art was a beautiful way for the young
people to connect their faith with
creativity.

“Surah An-Nahl reminds us of the
wisdom and purpose found in nature
and this project allowed our children
to reflect on that in fun, meaningful
ways.

“We're proud to see their ideas
come to life in a public space and to
share this joyful experience with the
wider Redditch community.”

Richard Bromhall, Reimagine
Redditch’s programme director,
said the event urged everyone in
Redditch to go along and experience
something different and exciting,

“We have been on a truly exciting
journey with Vortex Creates and
Imaan Youth Club.

“The regular creative workshops
have led to the creation of a memora-
ble journey for everyone in Redditch
and beyond.”

Fiona Faizey, the Kingfisher

Centre’s general manager, added:
"It’s fantastic to see such a creative
and community-led project come to
life in one of our spaces.

“We're always looking for ways to
bring fresh, inspiring experiences to
our visitors and this event is a per-
fect example of how art, culture and
community can come together to
create something truly special.”

Visit this story on our website to
click through and book tickets.

Children from Imaan Youth
Club are ready to enjoy the new
interactive event. s
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CELEBRATION TIME: THERE will be fun for all ages at
Bromsgrove Carnival this weekend.

The two days of fun kick off this evening (Friday) with an
outdoor screening of Moana 2 at Sanders Park - doors open
at 4pm for a 5pm showing.

Then, hit film Wicked will be screened at 8pm with doors
opening at 7pm.

There will be a bar, including cocktails from Bayleys of
Bromsgrove, and plenty of seating, but people are encour-
aged to bring blankets and torches.

Carnival parade

The annual carnival parade will set off at midday tomorrow
(Saturday) from North Bromsgrove High School. From there, it
will snake its way through the town centre, arriving at Sanders
Park around 12.45pm.

This year’s theme will be ‘Days of Celebration’ which will be
brought to life by decorated floats and walking entries from
local schools, community groups and performers. These will
toast everything from Chinese New Year to World Book Day.

Arena

In Sanders Park tomorrow, there will be more than 50 stalls
from local traders, charities, schools and businesses, along
with free sports taster sessions, emergency service vehicles,
classic car displays, a vintage bus from Wythall Transport
Museum, and Wilson’s Funfair operating all day.

The bandstand will feature a lively programme of choirs and
dance academies from 11am to 5pm, showcasing young local
talent throughout the day.

On the main stage, hosted by BBC H&W, there will be
live music running into the evening. The headline act will be
unforgettable X Factor contestant Wagner and other perform-
ers including Jack Read and the Shaders, The Lost Boys and
more.

Entry to the main stage area is free but capacity is limited,
so visitors are asked to book a ticket in advance via the link on
the Bromsgrove Carnival Facebook page.

A variety of food and drink will be available - from pizza.
chicken and burgers to desserts and cocktails.

And an Event Hub Bar, will serve beer, cider, prosecco and
more.

The carnival is a free, not-for-profit event, organised entirely
by volunteers.

Everyone is urged to go along, support local businesses
and enjoy one of the biggest days in Bromsgrove’s calendar.

Visit: facebook.com/bromsgrovecarnival for more.

) GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

Saturday 26th July Aberystwyth £36
Tuesday 29th July Summer Ride Around with 3 Course Carvery Lunch at the Plough, Far Forest.................... £40
Wednesday 30th July Barry Island £28
Saturday 2nd Augusl The Royal Mint Experience Tour with Cream Tea £45
(7, ) Tuesday 5th August Ab £26
“ Saturday 30th August Weston Super Mare £28 Adult £22 Child
8 Monday 11th August Wednesday 6th August, City of Chester £30
m Monday 11th August Chester Zoo £50 Adult £30 Child
h Wednesday 13th August Porthcawl £28
WEdnesday 20th August Sidmouth & The Donkey Sanctuary. £40
> Wednesday 20th August Wildlife Park £34 Adult £25 Child
< Sunday 31st August Coronation Street Studio Tour £75
Saturday 19th September Andre Rieu @ Bp Pulse LIVE Birmingham £135
n Saturday 27th September Harry Potter Studio Tour The Dark Arts £95
Saturday 27th September 1940’s Weekend at Bletchley Park £52

...£45

Wednesday 29th October Bury Market with Fish & Chips at the Olympus Fish Bar...
Sunday 26th October Abba Voyage @ Abba Arena, London matinee performance ...
Saturday 13th December Longleat Festival of Light
Thursday 21st August Llandudno staying at the Tynedale Hotel. Dinner, bed & breakfast & Includes excusions
5 Days from £545
Monday 1st September Torquay staying at the Riviera Hotel, Dinner, bed & breakfast & Includes excurs»ons to
Brixham & Paignton and Exmomh 5 Days from £349
Friday 19th Hotel. Dinner, bed & breakfast & Includes
excursion to Buckfast Abbey 4 Days from £299
Monday 27th October Weymouth staying at The Royal Hotel. Dinner, Bed & Breakfast & includes excurs:ons a
scenic ride around the Jurassic coast, Bridport, West Bay & Portland Bl ys from £395
Friday 14th November Tribute Weekend Torquay staying at the Riviera Hotel Dinner, Bed & Breakfast Tnbute Acts
Gary Barlow, Madonna & Divas of the 60s 4 Days from £205
Sunday 30th November Christmas at Kew staying at the four star Leonardo Bed & Breakfast, entry to illuminated
Kew Gardens & free time in London 2 Days from £199
D ber Thursford Chri lar staying at the four star Prom Hotel Dinner, Bed &
Breakfast ticket to matinee show and free time in Great 4 Days from £420
Tuesday 23rd December Christmas Four Star Holida) g staying at Mercure Dunkenhalgh Hotel & Spa Mock
cruising, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to Skipton & the Coast 5 Days from £650
SPECIAL NEW LOWER PRICE New Year in Porthcawl staying at the Seabank Hotel Dinner Bed & Breakfast,
Mystery Excursion and entertainment 4 Days from £515
This is just a taster of what we have to offer, call for your brochure to see our other fabulous tours
and day trips including Christmas at Kew and Thursford Christmas Spectacular

To book or get your brochure for more Holidays & Day Trips call

01905 333349
We also do private hire phone us !r:\fﬁs , ‘

for your bespoke price. == @ —

£115
Child

staying at the
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N
arrowvalley.co.uk
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Questions over
5-year land plan

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

PLANNING inspectors have cast
doubt over a new development
plan’s ability to deliver a five-year
housing land supply across South
‘Worcestershire.

Although initial inspections of the South
‘Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP)
indicate it will be sound and legally compli-
ant, inspectors’ early reviews of the plan have
raised various concerns.

The SWDP was subject to public examina-
tion during hearings in March, which scruti-
nised the plan as part of the SWDP Review
(SWDPR).

In an interim letter, inspectors recommend-

ed a slight reduction in the target number of
homes to be delivered by 2041 through the
plan - from 21,440 to 18,852.

Inspectors then raised concerns about
the viability of delivering 2,000 homes at
Throckmorton by 2041, with suggestions the
plan’s definition of the area as a ‘allocated
housing site’ was unrealistic.

More work needs to be done before homes
can be built there, with initial recommenda-
tions suggesting the site should instead be
classified as an ‘area of local search’.

They have also challenged the proposed use
of windfall sites - land unexpectedly coming
forward for housing - outside of the official
plan and cast doubt on the ability to deliver
a 2,204-home section of the Worcester South
urban extension south of Taylors Lane within
the next five years.

‘While it remains an allocation in the plan,
inspectors feel the outstanding part of the

SWEET MUSIC: THE ORCHESTRA of St
John'’s inspirational artistic director and con-
ductor, Dr Richard Jenkinson, will lead the
much-anticipated ‘Musical Masterpieces’.

The Festival Gala Concert, featuring Richard
Strauss’ Four Last Songs and Bruckner’s 7th
Symphony, will be performed at St John’s
Church in Bromsgrove at 7pm next Sunday,
July 20.

Richard, who is directing the show, has
given concerto performances with the BBC
Concert Orchestra, City of Birmingham
Symphony Orchestra (CBSO), Irish Chamber

Dr Richard Jenkinson will direct
the Musical Masterpieces con-

cert. s

Orchestra and Venezuelan Symphony.

And he has performed the Elgar Concerto
in the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London and
the Dvorak Concerto in the Dvorak Hall of the
Rudolfinum in Prague.

From 1998 to 2016, he was principal cello
with the CBSO.

Tickets are £12 (£5 for under 18s).

They are available from our Decanter Spirit
in Bromsgrove High Street and online at
Prior Booking: priorbooking.com/e/the-or-
chestra-of-st-john-musical-masterpieces-3 -
in advance.

site cannot be considered part of South
Worcestershire’s five-year housing land sup-
ply. When combined with proposed changes
to windfall sites, inspectors believe the plan
would not deliver a five-year land supply on
adoption.

Having a five-year land supply in place
would allow the councils to resist housing
developments in inappropriate locations.

Positively, inspectors expressed sup-
port for new settlements at Rushwick and
Worcestershire Parkway and say the plan is
worthy of adoption, adding it will ‘significant-
ly boost’ housing supply and meet identified
needs across the plans timeline.

Suggested changes from inspectors will be
put out to consultation in the autumn, after
which councils in the region - Malvern Hills,
Worcester City and Wychavon - can formally
adopt the plan.
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Coun David Harrison, chair of SWDPR
Joint Advisory Panel, said he was pleased with
the inspectors’ characterisation of a sound
and legally compliant plan and looks forward
to a final report so council’s can begin adopt-
ing its policies.

He was however ‘disappointed’ with con-
clusions regarding the five-year housing land
supply.

The chair said his panel did not share the
inspectors’ concerns regarding Worcester
South, which he pointed out ‘already has out-
line planning permission, a committed land-
owner, a developer and pre-existing detailed
plans for areas of the development.’

They believe the site can make a ‘significant
contribution’ to the five-year housing land
supply and are committed to providing fur-
ther evidence on its viability.

orchestra john

$o870 0

v Soncluding concert of Bfomsgrove Festival 2025
y

Musical Masterpieces

Richard Strauss
Anton Bruckner
Conductor

Four Last Songs
Symphony No.7
Dr Richard Jenkinson

Sunday 20t July 2025 at 7.00pm
at St John’s Church, Bromsgrove, B61 7JW

Tickets
Adults £12
Under-18s £5
Available from:

Online

WWW.PriorbooKing.COmM cma fee apptes)
Decanter Spirit

(49 High Street, Bromsgrove) >
On the door df still available) 3““" %

priorbooking.com

DO YOU WEAR DENTURES?

Did you know gums confinuously shrink over time and Denture feeth wear ouf?

Il is recommended o replace your denfures every 5-7 years. S

Poppy Fields is a small family run Denture Clinic in Bromsgrove with over
20 years experience working solely on the design and fabrication of dentures.

Every stage of the denture fabrication is carried out by our team in our

Bromsgove clinic and on site laboratory which allows us to make sure
each stage of the process is personal and individual to each patient.

We are passionate about providing the highest quality dentures.

Using only premium qualitity materials, our dentures are stronger,
more natural looking and comfortable. Providing denture
wearers the confidence to eat and most importantly, smile!

FOR MORE

!

An&ﬁw

www.osjbromsgrove.org

ds

NI1C

Poppy Fie

| "

INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01527 57771386

To request a free information booklet or a no obligation consultation with our team
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Heather
Coughlin,

The Primrose
Hospice’s
head of family
support serv-
ices and Mel
Vann-Blockley,
the charity’s
clinical nurse
specialist, took
part in the
podcast. s

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

THE PRIMROSE Hospice and Family
Support Centre has been part of a podcast
which aims to get people talking about
death and dying in an informative and
compassionate way.

Representatives from the charity were invit-
ed to feature on ‘It’s a death sentence’, hosted
by Carrie Smith and Emma Skipp.

It is believed that by talking about death in
a different way, people can be better-equipped
when someone they love dies.

The two staff members from Prirmose -
Heather, hHead of family support services, and
Mel, clinical nurse specialist, recently joined
the podcast to chat about their experiences.

Heather said: “I was a little apprehensive as I
hadn’t taken part in a podcast before, but after
meeting with Emma and Carrie, my fears were
all put to rest.

“They made me feel very at ease, and as
usual, I'm very happy to speak about this
subject.

“It was also different for me, thinking about

We can help you move house, build an extension or

start a new hobby C’
Beyond

Storagcil

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

SSa

self storage
association

United Kingdom
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A difficult subject

some of the questions they asked from a per-
sonal perspective rather than a professional
one.

“It was a great opportunity for Primrose, but
also myself personally.”

The podcast’s vision is to give people the
insight and knowledge to feel empowered and
confident to ‘remove the cloak’ and have frank,
focused and friendly discussions around death
and dying.

Podcast host Emma said: “We so thoroughly
enjoyed interviewing these captivating ladies
- hearing the story of what brought them indi-
vidually to hospice care was fascinating. Their
warmth and kindness is so apparent during our
interview - it’s palpable.

“We look forward to being back with them
at the hospice in September, where we will be
catching up with the team and also talking to
some patients and families who are currently
using their incredible and important services.”

Visit this story on our website to click
through to listen to the podcast on YouTube. It
is also available on all the major platforms.

o/'

/ ~ pound for £ t

ey .
are the best! 3

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
/7> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

: david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5Spm




The Standard, Friday July 11, 2025

Time to discuss
future housing

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

THE FIRST of a string of drop-in
sessions to help members of the
public learn more about the future
of Bromsgrove’s planning strategy
takes place from 4pm to 8pm on
Thursday, July 17.

Bromsgrove District Council’s first public
event to gather feedback on its future plan-
ning strategy will take place at Parkside.

Following a council vote on June 19, the
Draft Development Strategy Consultation for
the Bromsgrove District Local Plan launched
on June 30, offering residents 12 weeks to
comment on where housing, employment,
and infrastructure should be developed up
to 2043.

Following the first session at Parkside,
with many more planned in Alvechurch,

%@ﬁ’?’ﬁg{j%

Bromsgrove, Catshill, Hagley, Rubery, and
‘Wiythall over the consultation period.

All the events will feature the same full
information, regardless of location, with plan-
ners available to answer questions and pro-
vide materials, including reference copies of
the consultation document.

Coun Kit Taylor, portfolio holder for plan-
ning, said: “These events are part of the
important work of informing people what
this consultation is all about, so residents can
have their say.

“They’re starting before the summer holi-
days and there will be more to follow in loca-
tions across the district.

“You can go to any of them, you're not lim-
ited to the ones that might be nearer to you.

“Everyone will have their own views about
how to plan for future generations and the
choices we will make as the plan starts to
come together.

“It’s important that people can take part in

thls process and so these events are part of

our work to support residents to partici-
K pate, alongside our new very easy to use
online platform.”

The consultation runs until September
22.

Visit: bromsgrove.gov.uk/
N BromsgrovePlan or people can go to
their local library for more information.

Email: bromsgroveplan@bromsgrove-
andredditch.gov.uk or call 01527 881211
for queries.

The first drop-in session relating
to Bromsgrove’s future planning
strategy takes place at Parkside
on Thursday, July 17. Picture by
Marcus Mingins 1220021 MMR2

Registered charity 1167872
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Open every weekend plus
Wednesdays during

g SRR SELOEL HIoumAYS

A great day
out for just
£8.00 adult
£4.00 children
(over 5)
Open
10.30am to
4.30pm

Free open top
bus rides

Bouncy Castle

Miniature
train rides

Picnic and
Play Areas

Cafe, Burger

ot Ba“k Hohday
Don't forg Van and Shop

Sunday and Mon! nee t
d Enthusias
Visiting B"":: sa:ands
ults £12.00

child (5 -16 yrs) £6.00

£30.0
@ ﬁ:.'."u';ly+ 2 Children)

Transport Museum Wythall, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JA
¥ We're just off M42 Junction 3, near to Becketts Farm ¥

www.wythall.org.uk  Email: enquiries@wythall.org.uk

Wehei

I OFFNSONS o

510 307

Whether you're dreaming of a relaxing UK ge’rowoy or a fun filled day out, our brand new Hohdoy and Doy
Trips brochures are packed with inspiring ideas for every traveller.

feefo

~ JOHNSO!

Request your copy today or view it online at:

www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk

e Comfortable, luxury coach fravel e Hand-picked destinations across the UK & Europe
e Friendly, knowledgeable drivers & couriers ® Quality hotels & great value inclusions
o Exciting excursions and itineraries e Trusted for over 115 years of travel excellence

or scan the QR code.

As we always like to say... Travel with Johnsons - Travel with Friends!
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Survey shows
opinions split

over future for
our councils]

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

MORE than 4,200 people and
organisations have taken part in
a survey seeking views on how
local councils should be reor-
ganised.

The Shape Worcestershire survey
took place in June and invited feed-
back on government plans to abolish
‘Worcestershire County Council and
the six district, borough, and city
councils by April 1 2028.

They will be replaced by either one
single council for Worcestershire
running all services, or two councils
— one for the North and one for the
South — with each authority run-
ning all services for its part of the
county.

Survey responses were gathered
from residents, community and vol-
untary organisations, businesses,

town and parish councils, and other
key partners.

Initial survey results shows that
48 per cent backed creating two uni-
tary councils, 29 per cent supported
one unitary council for the county
and 19 per cent didn’t support any
reorganisation of local councils in
Worcestershire.

Respondents from Bromsgrove
District, Malvern Hills District,
Redditch Borough and Wychavon
were strongly in favour of the two
unitary council solution.

In Worcester City, 46 per cent
favoured creating one unitary coun-
cil, with 42 per cent supporting the
North and South option.

In Wyre Forest, opinion was split
with 40 per cent backing the one
unitary option and 39% supporting
creating two unitary councils.

People were asked to consider a
range of factors when giving their
responses, including how any pro-

= 1))
posed change would save money,
improve local services, simplify local
government, support local identity
and strengthen community engage-
ment.

The two unitary option was consid-
ered better for improving local serv-
ices, supporting local identity and
stronger community engagement.

It was felt the one unitary option
would be better for saving money/
delivering value and making local
government simpler.

The local council services people
said they were most concerned about
being affected by reorganisation were
highways, adult social care, waste
and recycling collection and dispos-
al, parks and other green spaces and
planning and related services.

Infrastructure planning, main-
taining and improving services and
council-owned facilities and Council
Tax levels, were the three things that
mattered most to people when think-
ing about their local council.

More than 4,600 comments were
also made as part of the survey
responses. These are currently being
analysed in-depth, along with the
results of focus groups held across
the county.

Survey feedback and other rel-
evant information will be taken into
account before councils formally sub-
mit their final reorganisation propos-
als to the Government by November
28 2025.

VicAllison, consultationand engage-
ment lead for Shape Worcestershire,
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said: “The Government’s proposed
changes to local councils are the
most significant in more than 50
years. “So, I'm pleased so many
people have taken the opportunity to
have their say.

“Their feedback will be invalu-
able in helping each council decide
on their final submission to the
Government.”

The Shape Worcestershire public
engagement is led by Bromsgrove
District, Malvern Hills District,
Redditch Borough, Worcester City,
Wychavon and Wyre Forest District
Councils.

Visit www.shapeworcestershire.
org to find out more about the pro-
posed changes to local councils in
Worcestershire.

ADVERTISEMENT

Experience a World-Class Tribute
with Class of '55 at Artrix

On July 26th, the Artrix in Bromsgrove
will host a spectacular event that
promises to be a highlight of the
summer: the Class of '55, a world-class

tribute to the golden age of rock 'n' roll.
This performance is set to deliver an unparalleled
experience, showcasing the vibrant energy and timeless
music that defined a generation.

The Class of '55 is not just another tribute act; it is a
meticulously crafted homage that encapsulates the very
essence of rock 'n' roll. From the moment the curtain
rises, audiences will be treated to a feast for the senses,

\
featuring a mesmerising lighting display that
complements a stunning array of AV footage.

This captivating visual presentation enhances the
performance, immersing the audience in the sights and
sounds of an era that continues to inspire musicians and
music lovers alike.

Central to this unforgettable show is the remarkable
talent of spencer Jordan and Peter Gill , whose vocal
prowess and stage presence make them standout
performers. Their ability to channel the iconic voices of
legendary rock artists is nothing short of extraordinary.
With each note, the production brings a freshness to the
classics while honouring the authenticity that fans
cherish. The passion for the music shines through,
creating an electric atmosphere that resonates with
audiences, whether they are lifelong fans or new to the
genre.

The Class of '55 is a celebration of the music that shaped
our culture, a chance to relive the excitement and joy
that rock 'n' roll brings. With its high-energy
performances and heartfelt tributes, this show promises
to leave attendees with lasting memories and a renewed
appreciation for the songs that have become the
soundtrack of our lives.

As we count down the days to this incredible event,
make sure to secure your tickets and prepare for a night
filled with unforgettable music, dazzling visuals, and the
spirit of rock 'n' roll.

Join us at the Artrix on July 26th for a world-class
tribute experience that you won’t want to miss!
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FROM THE PRODUCERS OF THE ROY ORBISON STORY wq\ggw)be

W

THE CLASS OF 55 : A FOOTSTOMPING CELEBRATION OF BUDDY HOLLY, JERRY LEE LEWIS, JOHNNY CASH AND THE HISTORY OF ROCK

BARRY § T FiSiSiaa
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A‘r

The Class of 55 - The Artrix Bromsgrove July 26
The Roy Orbison Story - The Swan Worc’s Sep 13

The Roy Orbison Story - The Artrix Nov 21
Imsworldwide.org - “Feel-Good Hits, First-Class Fun!”
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SUMMER
DAY CAMPS

Weekdays until Friday 22nd August
for children aged 8 - 13
£40 per day including hot lunch and snacks

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

To book your place or find out more
scan the qr code or email
activities@bromsgrove-school.co.uk
or call 01527 579679 ext 616

www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/holidayclubs

REDDITCH MP Chris
Bloore has joined
Midlands Connect to
back plans to add more
than 25 extra trains
a day to the railway
line into and out of the
town.

The plans, part of the
Midlands Rail Hub, will deliv-
er an extra train every hour
from Redditch on the Cross
City Line, returning the line
to a service every 20 min-
utes.

This means an additional
2.7million extra seats a year
for passengers.

Over the past few months,
MPS from across the Midlands
have backed the improve-
ments the Midlands Rail Hub
will deliver to their constitu-
encies including more fre-
quent trains on the Cross
City Line, giving five million
more seats each year, and
an associated upgrade of the
station at Kings Norton.

‘When it is delivered in full,
the proposals would provide
a massive uplift in capacity
in the railway network in the
Midlands, with up to 300
extra trains into or out of
Birmingham each day and
many more services each day
between our biggest cities in
the West and East Midlands.
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MP backs extra
trains for town

Chris Bloore MP at Redditch station.

New analysis has shown
that 12,750 new jobs are
expected to become available
thanks to the Midlands Rail
Hub project.

Mr Bloore said: “I'm
delighted that the Midlands
Rail Hub will make a mas-
sive difference to residents
and commuters in Redditch.
Improving transport links for
Redditch is a key priority for
me so hearing that we can
uplift trains so significantly
will be a real step change.

“Over the last few weeks
I have been urging the gov-
ernment to fund this project
and I'm delighted the gov-
ernment have heard the calls
and delivered the cash need-

ed to progress this project.
The Midlands Rail Hub will
transform services for our
town and boost our local
economy.”

Andrew Clark, head of rail
at Midlands Connect, said: “It
was great to have to the sup-
port of Chris for the Midlands
Rail Hub.

“We are working at pace to
finish the Full Business Case
and deliver these much-need-
ed upgrades to Redditch.

“Being able to deliver for
residents in Redditch would
make a massive difference for
connections to the town This
added to the 2.7million extra
seats a year will deliver a
massive boost for Redditch.”

Mid Week Roast on uHThursduy £11.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £17.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
- 5pm

12 noon
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
S THROUGH UT STORE

20%

by & OFF

Cloud Zero

» SEEEETNN  Exemption where
applicable

ZERO GRAVITY
SER
INERS

TORE

— i e 'MBTUCTARIE BEDS AVAILABLE,  DUAL MOTOR / CLOUD ZERO RISER
RANGE OF RISER RECLINERS IN STORE VAT EXEMPTION WHERE APPLICABLE RECLINCRS AVAILABLE TN 3 SIZES

40"/ 46"
DIVAN SET -
% PACKAGE 1 KING SIZE FOR THE
* _DEALS Y’ PRICE OF A DOUBLE OR
FROM £399 A SUPER KING FOR THE

PRICE OF A KING

N7
{_-a_l—_kj LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE

: . o ..l 4 o~ = = iy S ¢
UK R oG RARGOaDLED m.uﬁ; ey .ﬂ?{%m% S an oﬂm mps NEW LIVE EDGE DINING SET IN STORE  OAK LIVING ROOM/DINING ROOM RANGE

NEW W, FULLLERTUER SWIVL RECUIERS | \RGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE

COMPLETE

Z T
OTTOMAN y
PACKAGES .
e e —— rnou E
UK MADE CORNER GROUP, MANAGERS SPECIAL £699 UK MADE - NEW IN STORE “EEILS"E'EH o

WAS £4496 NOW £995 !! LIMITED STOCK

01905 796507 e info@svfonline.co.uk
21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ

LARGE RANGE IN
STORE

installation & disposal available. 35+ years tradmg experience

facebook Open 7 days Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm. Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm
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Weston Park TF11 8PX
Sunday 20th July

10am-4pm

* Family-friendly festival
* Food village * Funfair
* Live music * Artisan market

* Plus watch the
6,000-strong motorcyle
ride out arrive!

All proceeds go to the lifesaving work of

Midlands Sponsored by
@ é'r:ap}?;';,’f}"a""e The B’ike Insurer ‘

Registered Charity Number 1143118

With support from
Follow for updates:

€ @BikeslLifeFest
@) BikeslLifeFest

To book and for more information visit:

bike4lifefest.com
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More fun in festival’s final week

THERE will still be plenty to
do in the final packed week
of this year’s Bromsgrove
Festival.

Music

The final Festive Classics sees
French Horn Fireworks come to
Avoncroft Museum’s New Guesten
Hall at 12pm on Wednesday, July
16. A post-show lunch takes place
at lpm. The performance sees
eight French horn players from The
Birmingham Horn Sound perform
mostly classical works with some
lighter numbers and solo pieces.
People can buy tickets for just the
show or lunch as well. Visit: festive-
classics.co.uk or call 01527 832492
for more information or tickets.

Top Meat Loaf tribute - the Meat
Loud Duo will take centre stage at
Fairfield Village Hall at 8pm next
Saturday, July 19. The show fea-
tures the talented Andy Plimmer
and Sally Rivers covering many
of Meat Loaf’s songs, including
the Bat Out of Hell album and
some Jim Steinman classics. Visit:
bromsgrovearts.org.uk for more
information and tickets.

The Central of England Concert

.
grove Festiva/
.

Band performs at the Jubilee
Bandstand in Sanders Park at
2.30pm next Sunday, July 20. The
group, which formed in the 1980s,
is a warm and welcoming com-
munity ensemble which will be
performing film music, hits from
the musicals, marches and a more
established wind band repertoire.
The event is free and people are
urged to take along picnics, chairs
and blankets and enjoy the music in
this Bands In The Park event.

The Orchestra of St John per-
forms Haydn’s Little Organ Mass
at 10.45am on Sunday, July 20. At
Bromsgrove’s St John’s Church,
Dr Richard Jenkinson will be the
conductor for the event which will
see Hadyn’s work played. It will be
a precursor to the evening concert
(see below).

At 7pm on Sunday, July 20, there
will be the Musical Masterpieces -
Festival Gala Concert at St John’s

Church in Bromsgrove. The show is
being performed by The Orchestra
of St John with Dr Richard Jenkinson
as the conductor and features
Richard Strauss’ Four Last Songs
and Bruckner’s 7th Symphony.
Visit: osjbromsgrove.org or email:
enquiries@osjbromsgrove.org for
more information and head to pri-
orbooking.com or Decanter Spirit
in Bromsgrove High Street for tick-
ets.

Theatre / cinema

Screenings of the National
Theatre’s A Streetcar Named Desire
will take place at Fairfield Village
Hall at 7pm on Sunday, July 13, and
7pm on Wednesday, July 16. Gillian
Anderson, Vanessa Kirby and Ben
Foster lead the cast of Tennessee
Williams’ timeless masterpiece
which sees Blanche’s fragile world
crumble and, as she turns to her
sister Stella, it leads to a downward
spiral. Visit: bromsgrovearts.org.uk
for tickets and more information.

Comedy
Independent Cafes and the

High Street will be the setting for
Bromsgrove’s own comedy event

next Saturday, July 19. Comedians
Carl Paskin, Av Singh and Tristan
Harris will be performing their
stand-up sets at various venues
have around 10 minutes to make an
impact and set you giggling

Other events

From 9.30am to 3pm on Sunday,
July 13, there will be the Avoncroft
Open Air Art Competition. The
historic venue has linked up with
Avoncroft Arts Centre for the event
which will enable artists to pitch up
where they want on the 19-acre site
among more than 30 buildings from
different eras. Participants can then

LEFT - Distinguished diplo-
mat Sir Laurie Bristow will
be Bromsgrove WORDS’ next
guest speaker on July 22. s

finish their work at home and frame
it ready for a public exhibition at
the New Guesten Hall during the
Heritage Open Days on September
20 and 21. Visit: avoncroft.org.
uk/product/avoncroft-open-air-art-
competition for tickets and prices.

WORDS welcomes its sec-
ond speaker of The Bromsgrove
Festival to Avoncroft Museum’s
New Guesten Hall at 11am on July
22. The distinguished diplomat Sir
Laurie Bristow, who was the last
United Kingdom Ambassador to the
Republic of Afghanistan in August
2021, at the time when the Taliban
overthrew the government and took
power. His book ‘Kabul: Final Call’
is a first hand account of the final
days of the Republic and the evacu-
ation of Kabul. He publishes and
broadcasts regularly on geopolitics.
Tickets, at £15 each, are available
by visiting: ticketsource.co.uk and
type ‘Kabul: Final Call’ into the
search bar. Visit: bromsgrovewords.
com for more information.

Lrtter niuwuurnid
BRASS BAND SUMM

[’

!

Thursday, 3ist July, 2025, 7pm
Routh Hall
Bromsgrove School
Worcester Rd,
Bromsgrove B61 7DU

Click the box office link!

'&CHOOL

@

Lriter nuuuintul
BRASS BAND SUMM 'JCHOOL

Friday Ist August, 2025, 7pm
Routh Hall
Bromsgrove School
Worcester Rd,
Bromsgrove B61 7DU

Soloists: Michael Cavanagh, Baritone
Emily Evans, Tenor Horn
Paul Richards, Soprano Cornet

Click the box office link!

by




PAGE 14

MP’s community chat
in visit to care home

KEY community issues
were the centre of discus-
sion when Bromsgrove MP
Bradley Thomas sat down
to talk to a former district
councillor at a care home.

The MP was delighted to meet
residents at Cofton Park Manor
Care Home, including former
councillor Dave McGrath, who
served on Bromsgrove District
Council for 20 years.

Mr Thomas said: “It’s great to
come here and talk to the resi-
dents about the issues that matter
to them.

“It was also wonderful to meet
Dave, who has given so much

service to the local community.”

Dave served as a Labour coun-
cillor on Bromsgrove District
Council before setting up the
Bromsgrove Independent Group in
the early 1990s when he became
an Independent.

He was elected after serving as
a medic in the Gulf War. In all, the
committed community stalwart
has served more than 20 years as
a councillor.

The Cofton Park Manor resi-
dent also served on several com-
mittees over the years, chairing
the Community Health Councils
in both Bromsgrove and Redditch,
as well as being a member of the
local planning committee.

Father-of-two Dave said: “I got
to know a lot of people and was
able to help them out over the
years with a whole range of issues
from housing to schools.”

Dave was also known to sit at
the local supermarket on Rubery
High Street on Saturday mornings,
making himself available to sup-
port local residents.

And the busy councillor was key
to raising cash to set up Rubery
Leisure Centre on Holywell Lane,
as well as organising the Rubery
Half Marathon.

Today, Dave enjoys relaxing,
chatting to his new friends and
enjoying the entertainment at the
Lickey Road home.
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Bradley Thomas with Dave McGrath, alongside Wendy Sibley and Gail
Bessent from Cofton Park Manor Care Home. s

Phil Childs, Wychavon’s street scene and amenities officer, in

experience. Outside, the block

became a more pleasant experi-
ence for Droitwich residents after
‘Wychavon District Council’s latest
investment.

The toilets in St Andrews Square
have been given a loo-lift to com-
pletely modernise the block.

Inside, the toilets have been
totally retiled and fitted with new
sink units, doors, and state-of-the-
art Dyson Airblade tap-dryers.

New skylights have also been
added, letting in more natural

has been decorated and modern-
ised. Previous facilities have been
restored or maintained, including
water-saving Propelair toilets,
solar panels, nappy changing facil-
ities and a Changing Places toilet
to support people with a range of
disabilities.

The refurbishment marks the end
of a major investment programme
by Wychavon, to modernise,
rebuild or extend all but one of its
11 toilet blocks across the district.

New-look toilets mark end of council scheme

ANSWERING nature’s call just

Evesham has not been upgraded
due to uncertainty over the future
of the Riverside Shopping Centre.
A minor refresh is being consid-
ered later this year.

Coun Beverley Hardman,
Wychavon’s executive board mem-
ber for environment, said: “We
believe in investing in public toi-
lets and this is what we continue
to do.

“The toilets are free for all to
use and kept to a high standard,
which is why they are award-

front of the revamped St Andrews Square toilets in Droitwich. s

light to brighten the toilet-going Only Abbey Park toilets in winning.”

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

B N

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Chéckot thls fine tal

SUPERMARKET Aldi is thanking its shoppers
in the West Midlands for helping it to raise
&§12million for the Teenage Cancer Trust.

The company started its partnership with
the charity in 2027, initially pledging to raise
S15million for the charity by 2017.

But it has now extended its commitments
with a new target of £20million by 2031.

Funds raised through the partnership help
the charity continue providing specialist care,
vital support services and dedicated centres
adapted to the needs of young people and
teens undergoing cancer treatment across
the country.

Kate Collins, chief executive of the Teenage
Cancer Trust, said: “The funds raised have
enabled our nurses and youth teams to
improve the lives of thousands of young peo-
ple with cancer and support families during
their toughest times.”

Aldi staff in the region have completed a

wide range of fundraising activities - from
head shaves and cake sales to various endur-
ance challenges, whilst donations have been
further boosted by the generosity and kind-
ness of Aldi shoppers across the area.

To mark the accomplished milestones, Aldi,
the fourth largest supermarket in the UK, is
also making an additional £12,000 donation
to continue to support the charity’s work with
teenage cancer patients and their families.

Liz Fox, national sustainability director
at Aldi UK, said said the supermarket, was
incredibly proud of its partnership with the
charity, adding this latest milestone reflected
the dedication of its staff and the generosity
of its customers.

Throughout July, Aldi’s Cuthbert cake will
additionally feature a text code on its pack-
aging for the Teenage Cancer Trust, giving
those customers who want to donate to the
charity the chance to do so.
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Shining spotlight
on frontline staff

WEST Midlands Ambulance Service is
shining a spotlight on the dedicat-
ed, collaborative and compassionate
natures of its frontline staff as part
of International Paramedics Day on
Tuesday.

The event, celebrated across the globe,
provides an opportunity to thank the para-
medics for their admirable service and to
acknowledge the emotional resilience and
mental endurance it takes to care for people
in every imaginable situation.

West Midland Ambulance Service (WMAS)
Chief Executive Officer, Anthony Marsh,
said: “Today is a moment to reflect and say
thank you for the life-saving efforts made by
ambulance staff, every single day.”

From life-threatening medical emergen-
cies to responding to a serious road crash-
es, delivering a baby at home or providing
consolation and compassion in someone’s
final moments, paramedics stand beside
people on the most difficult and challenging
days of their life.

Working on the frontline of the health-
care service, the day serves as a reminder of
the physma]ly and emotionally demanding situ-
ations which paramedics dedicate themselves
to in order to help others.

To mark the occasion, the WMAS Trust has
areleased a moving video featuring paramedic,
Samuel Simpson, who described his own expe-
riences of working in the field and the impor-
tance of his job.

He said: “We don’t do this for the recogni-
tion. We do this because people matter.”

Mr Marsh added: “On International
Paramedics Day, we recognise the extraordi-
nary individuals who represent the very best of

what our ambulance service stands for.

“Our paramedics show courage, care and
professionalism in some of the most challeng-
ing situations. Their impact is felt by thousands
of patients and their families and loved ones
every day. I am incredibly proud of each and
every one of them.”

Visit this story on our website to watch the
video.

Samuel Simpson describes his own expe-
riences of working in his role in a video
released for International Paramedics Day.
Picture by WMAS. s

Redditch Local History Museum

Redditch Local History Museum to Honour Clarke/Wilson
Fairground Legacy with New Exhibit

ADVERTISEMENT

of the exhibit.

fee.

REDDITCH - JULY 2025 — The Redditch Local
History Museum is delighted to announce a
significant new addition to its collection: a
tribute exhibit honouring the Clarke//Harvey
family, whose longstanding contribution to
local culture and community life has left an
indelible mark on the town.

The Clarke/Wilson family has played a pivotal role in
Redditch for generations—most notably through early
fundraising initiatives for Smallwood Hospital’'s operating
theatres and their continued tradition of bringing fun and
excitement to the town with their annual fairground
attractions. Their enduring commitment to community spirit
and entertainment is both exceptional and deeply cherished.

At the heart of this tribute is a remarkable scale model of the
family’s original 1910 Showman’s Wagon. Lovingly crafted
by local artisan John Newey, the model has been generously
loaned to the museum and stands as a striking centrepiece
This historic wagon holds particular
significance, as Norma Harvey and her brother Len were
both born inside the original wagon. Norma has worked
closely with John to ensure the replica’s interior layout and
ornate exterior details are authentically reproduced, offering
a faithful glimpse into a treasured part of Redditch’s heritage.

Visitors are invited to view the exhibit in progress and
experience a unique piece of local history first hand. The
Redditch Local History Museum is open Thursday to
Saturday, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, with a modest £2 entry

In conjunction with the exhibit, the museum is reaching out
to the community for personal stories, photographs, and
memories of Wilson’s Fair. Contributions from the public will
help further enrich the display and ensure the family’s legacy
continues to be celebrated for generations to come.
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BROMSGROVE’'S

CDAKLAN DS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!

Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Suites - Sofas - Beds - Mattresses - Recliners - Oak Furniture
Accent Chairs - Dining Sets - Wardrobes - Chests & more!
Big brand names at unbeatable prices:

DFS - Tetrad - La-Z-Boy - Parker Knoll - Sofology - Furniture Village
(Cancelled Orders - Ex-Display - Clearance Stock)
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!

-------- Extra Savings =====---

+ Spend £500 - Save 5% + Spend £1,000 - Save 10%
Bring this advert with you to claim your discount.

* No reasonable offer refused - all stock must go ' 0 s
* Free delivery & installation / T .
* Huge clearance warehouse selection WITH AN 0# '""s WHK

Ts&C’s apply Visit today before it’s gone! EXTRA

Was £599
NOW ONLY

l,- A Was £1299

NOW ONLY ﬁx‘

. i N
Fixed TIII 1.2m Table + 4 Bmﬁllh H"“"TUIIE IILLAGE SWWEI. CHAIRS a ﬂ" EUHPLETE SET Wi Ilnnlmml 38" +2str
Stylish, modern & perfect for any dining space MANY ELECTRIC RECLINING) £ HEADBOARD IN GHIIIGE IIF l:(ll.ﬂl.llls RECLINING in Grey or Black

Rockford RECLINING Corner

IGHY GHEV CERANICTAHLE Collection of fireside chairs - many DUAL ACTION RISE RECLINER with cup holders in Grey or Black

1.6-2.0 & 6 X SOFT TOUCH GREY CHAIRS brand names! many with up to 60% off

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
& YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

& OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week:

- . . * Monday to Friday: 9am — 5pm
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park - Saturday: 10am — 5pm

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW « Sunday: 10am - 4pm

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk : boFt":ll@%v k;:s :;;: .
dcebook: akian urniture
Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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All fired-up for the opportumty

AFTER being offered the chance
to have a go at The National
Standard Firefighters Test, our
journalist Tristan Harris could not
pass up the opportunity. Here is
his first-hand account.

I headed to Hereford and
Worcester Fire and Rescue
Sevice’s Malvern Fire Station to
find out more about becoming a
firefighter.

After being Kkitted out in full
firefighter PPE - boots, trousers,
tunic and helmet, I took on five of
the seven tests anyone wanting to
become a firefighter - wholetime or
on call - would have to pass.

The first - ‘Casualty Evacuation’
- tasked me with dragging a 55kg
fully-clothed mannequin around a
30metre course.l wrapped my arms
around the casualty (under its arms)
and, led by a firefighter behind me,
completed the task within the allot-
ted time.

For the ‘Ladder Extension’ you
need to use a metal pulley to extend

a triple extension ladder before as_the regular firefighter uniform,

similar to a shuttle run/walk, travel-

By this point I was out of breath-

The BA Crawl tests people’s
ability to deal with enclosed
spaces. Pictures by Marcus
Mingins 2825001MMR

take was a Ladder Climb, testing
confidence and agility at height and
Manual Dexterity to assess motor
skills and assembling equipment.
Having passed the others with
flying colours, I feel I could have
struggled with the other two. I am
not the best with heights, although if
I had to, I could possibly rely on my
adrenaline to overcome that fear and
assembling equipment is also not my
strongest point although I feel it is
doable with deep concentration.

How I found it

Before undertaking this challenge,
I feared I may not be fit enough to
pass the tests but that was not the
case and the trainers were brilliant
at getting me to push for the finish
of each task.

As Jules Short, the Watch

returning it to its original position.
The hardest thing here was find-
ing the ‘one hand over the other’
rhythm. Once I got the hang of that,
I was fine.

Third was the ‘Ladder Lift’ which
tests upper body strength and con-
trol. This involves lifting a weighted
pole - first to your chest before
changing grip and pushing it above
your head and repeating the proc-
ess in reverse.

Next up was the BA (breathing
apparatus) Crawl - This tests toler-
ance of enclosed spaces, using an

a 2bkg oxygen cylinder and mask
are added. This makes it trickier as
you need to take into account the
added height as you crawl through
the course. At the one end of the L,
I found it easier to turn around there
and do the next bit backwards. I had
some difficulty after dropping down
to the ground level and had to think
about how to get the extra equip-
ment height through. I finished it
within the time limit.

And the last task I did was the
Equipment Carry, testing functional
strength and endurance. This is per-

ling 550m in total, carrying various
weights. It starts with the end of a
hose being taken as quickly as pos-
sible to the end of the course. After
laying that down, you run back and
carry two heavy duty coiled hoses
(similar to ‘two bags of shopping’
as the trainers reminded me) 50
metres. One of them is then lifted up
to the chest and carried 25 metres.

After that, there is a long - light
but awkward cylindrical pipe and
another cylindrical object to be car-
ried 50 metres before a 100m shut-
tle run - this time with no equip-
ment

ing heavy and blowing hard. The
most challenging was still to come
so, coached by the training staff,
I used the 100m to regulate my
breathing and get some much-need-
ed oxygen into my lungs.

The final 100m (four laps) was
with a 30kg barbell weight, held at
waist level. I really had to dig deep
and was feeling the burn but was
buzzing with adrenaline afterwards.
The maximum time to complete the
equipment carry was bmins 47secs
- I had somehow managed it in
4mins 18.

The two tests I did not under-

Commander for the training sec-
tion, stated - you do not have to be
super-fit to become a firefighter. A
good cardio vascular fitness level
and the ability to deal with confined
spaces and heights, along with other
attributes will get people through
The National Standard Firefighters
Test and into ‘a very rewarding job
where everyday is different’.

Recruitment for HWFRS firefight-
ers opens from Monday, July 17, to
August 8 - go to: hwfire.org.uk for
more.

Visit this story on our website for

L-shaped two-storey cage. As well formed on a 25m course and is

more pictures of the day.

ITS ALL ABOUT YOU

More Than a Hat Trick: Why This
Award-Winning Studley Salon Is
Celebrating Women Wins and

World class self care

When Extra Gum approached us to
collaborate on their latest campaign
spotlighting the Lionesses in partnership with
the FA, we were absolutely honoured.

As the owner of Synergy Hair & Beauty, | knew instantly
this was about more than football. It was about recognition
and resilience. And celebrating women who lead with
strength — both on and off the pitch. And what made this
campaign even more special? It's personal.

Hannah Hampton, England’s goalkeeper, isn't just a
national treasure — she'’s a Studley girl and a much-loved
Synergy client. Watching her shine on the world stage,
knowing she grew up right here in our village, fills us with
so much pride. Supporting her journey, and the campaign
that celebrates it, feels like a full-circle moment for our
team and our community.

More Than Just a Salon - Synergy
Is a Destination

At Synergy, we've spent over **30 years** earning our
place as the heart of beauty in Studley. What started as
a salon has evolved into a full-service destination where
women come not just to look good, but to *feel deeply
seen, supported, and restored*.

We specialise in **premium hair transformations**,
from bespoke colour to **luxury extensions**, and
we're proud to be home to the **viral Japanese Head
Spa** — a deeply relaxing, sensory treatment that's
gone global for a reason.

Our clients love the convenience of our **fully stocked
retail area**, featuring WOW, Redken, Dermalogica,
CACI and more — making Synergy a true **one-stop
destination** for all things hair, skin and beauty.

But beyond the glam, there’s depth.

Hair Loss Support - A Safe
Space for Confidence to Return

One of the services closest to my heart is our **hair
loss support**. We offer discreet, specialist care for
**women and children experiencing hair loss**,
including a **private consultation room** where clients
can feel safe, respected and understood.

This is more than service — it's a lifeline. And we're
proud to offer a space where real transformation can
begin, inside and out.

Award-Winning for a Reason

Our commitment to excellence has earned us multiple
honours, including:

Best Salon in Warwickshire

Best Salon for Hair Extensions & Colourist of the Year
Best Customer Service — 4 years in a row

Over **600+ 5-star Google reviews

But the real reward? It’s in the stories. The women who
arrive quietly and leave walking taller. The clients who
come in for hair, but leave with something deeper:
self-trust, certainty, and confidence.

when women

- in sport, in
confidence,

we all win.

Synergy Hair & Beauty Salon
Studley, Redditch & Oakenshaw

63 Alcester Rd, Studley, Warwickshire, B80 7NJA
01527 854 232 - 07919 923208 (whats app)

enquiries@synergyhairandbeauty.co.uk

Celebrate With Us — And Save

To welcome new faces as we celebrate this

incredible campaign, we’re offering

**20% OFF your first visit**
(M&Cs apply)

Just quote “EXTRA” when booking.
We also offer
**late-night appointments**
**multi-tiered pricing**
and **free parking**.

Whether you're inspired by Hannah's heroics

or simply ready for a space that sees and
supports you - Synergy is worth the visit.
Because ! :

win

in life -

WINNER
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Q\ BURCOT GRANGE

!&g & LODGE

’BROMSGROVE 4 l

—

3% SEE .

‘\|||||||ﬁ||||f-i"m|m |

make the most of the wonderful facilities on offer at Burcot, which include a full and varied timetable

of activities for all to enjoy.

Our belief is for every one of our residents to ‘Live well toclay and thrive tomorrow’ and at Burcot

Grange & Lodge there is a plethora OF OppOl’tUI‘lity to enable everyone to C]O SO.

FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH: SINGING for featlZ
oin us on the first Thursday of the month for ‘Singing for Health” which takes place in our

JjI elegant Conservatory OVGI’]OOl(ll’lg the beautlful gardens En]O)’ upllftmg songs, frlendly company,

and mdu]gent treats - From lUXUFlOUS warmmg drml<s to ca|<es shortbread and sweet blteS

Anlval from 3pm on lhursday 3 ]U.l)/ at the Glange.

MEET & GREET MONDAYS for Uhese living witde devnenca

On the last Monday of every month, come and join us for an afternoon of singing, dancing and

0
—. warming hot drinks, served with delicious butter shortbread and wonderful assortment of cakes

and 1‘efreshments. Everyone is welcome = Arrival From me at The Lodge.

Find out more about our amazing care home and what all-inclusive rea]]y looks like.

Telephone Kiran on 0121 445 5552 or visit www.burcotgrange.co.uk
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DID YOU KNOW

a small handful of gold
jewellery is worth about £1000!
-

GERRARDS
AUCTION
ROOMS
COMING TO

SELL
DIRECT AND
SAVE ON
COMMISSION
FEES

YOUR AREA
THIS JULY

® Best prices for diamond rings, antique jewellery, all gold jewellery, broken rings,
broken chains and odd earrings bought.

e Military medals, badges, and other military items.

® Silver items in any condition, cutlery, tea sets, snuff boxes, vesta, cigarette cases,
candlesticks etc.

® Vintage musical instruments, especially concertinas, violins, saxophones, flutes and
other woodwinds and antique music boxes.

@ Old Dunhill lighters, vintage fountain pens, Victorian photographs and postcards,
Lowry signed prints, Royal Worcester painted fruit, cattle porcelain, vintage
unopened toys and games pre |980.

One of our appraisers will be on hand to give you a current
auction valuation and make you a CASH OFFER

EVESHAM

Friday 18th & 25th July 9am-12pm
THE NORTHWICK ARMS HOTEL, WATERSIDE WRI | IBT

REDDITCH
Friday 18th & 25th July Ipm-3pm
STOCK AND BRADLEY VILLAGE HALL, CHURCH ROAD B96 6RW

GERRARDS ANTIQUE & JEWELLERY VALUATION & BUYING EVENTS
JOHN COOK, GERRARDS AUCTION ROOMS, LYTHAM ST ANNES FY8 2AE

t: 01253 725476 e: gerrardsauctionrooms@gmail.com
w: gerrardsauctionrooms.com
Established 1999

‘7/»@ New

WESTON SUPER-MARE
FANTASTIC FIVE DAY BREAKS

**Four Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment
**Optional Coach Pick Up

Monday 21st July - Friday 25th July ~ Was £339 NOW £289pp
Monday 4th Aug - Friday 8th Aug Was £345 NOW £295pp
Monday 25th Aug - Friday 29th Aug ~ Was £345 NOW £295pp
Monday 8th Sept - Friday 12th Sept ~ Was £335 NOW £285pp
Monday 29th Sept - Friday 3rd Oct Was £329 NOW £279pp
Monday 6th Oct - Friday 10th Oct Was £325 NOW £265pp
Monday 20th Oct - Friday 24th Oct Was £325 NOW £265pp
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THE NATIONAL

Left to right: Wildmoor Oak head chef, Peter Jackson alongside co-owners Bex

Wilkins and Sarah Robinson. s

Worth raising a glass

A BROMSGROVE watering hole has
been crowned West Midlands’ pub of the
year at a national awards show.

The Wildmoor Oak was bestowed the acco-
lade at the National Pub and Bar Awards.

The Wildmoor Oak’s co-owner Bex Wilkins
said: “When we found out we’d been nominat-
ed for the awards, we were really thrilled.

“We thought we might have a chance at
winning best in county but to win the crown
of best in region at The National Pub & Bar
Awards is just fantastic.

“It recognises the hard work of all of our
team, our great suppliers and everything
we've done together to help create a really
special place indeed.

“We're over the moon to be bringing two

trophies back to the pub and to be celebrat-
ing Yyith everyone who helped make it hap-
pen.

Following a change-up to previous years,
94 county winners were announced live at
the awards in London, as well as highly com-
mended venues for each area.

Regional winners were then announced for
every region across the UK.

The 2025 event also introduced a brand-
new accolade, which was voted for by hun-
dreds of people from across the sector.

The Industry’s Choice Award, unveiled in
a Top 10 format, went to The Devonshire in
Soho, following an incredible couple of years
for operators Oisin Rogers, Charlie Carroll
and Ashley Palmer-Watts.

rTI 3 —

127 s

SR

Amazing ™
Offers

Up To
25%
Off

H-
‘L%

FREE BAR WEEKENDS

**Three Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment
**Qptional Coach Pick Up **FREE BAR 6pm-10pm

Friday 18th July - Monday 21st July ~ Was £319 NOW £269pp
Friday 25th July - Monday 28th July  Was £319 NOW £269pp
Friday 1st Aug - Monday 4th Aug Was £319 NOW £269pp
Friday 8th Aug - Monday 11th Aug ~ Was £319 NOW £269pp
Friday 22nd Aug - Monday 25th Aug  Was £329 NOW £279pp
Friday 29th Aug - Monday 1st Sept ~ Was £329 NOW £269pp
Friday 5th Sept - Monday 8th Sept ~ Was £329 NOW £269pp

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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HAMBERLEY

CARE HOMES

= HOSTEDBY —

COFTON PARK MANOR
& PRIDE OF LONGBRIDGE

2 — 4PM, SATURDAY 19™ JULY

You are invited to our big summer event! Join us for an afternoon

of entertainment, activities and summer fun for all the family.

CLASSIC CARS FROM PRIDE OF LONGBRIDGE | CHILDREN’S PARTY BUS | LIVE MAGIC PERFORMANCE
ENTERTAINMENT WITH DEBBIE MILES | DANCING FROM THE RETRO RHYTHM DANCERS | TOMBOLA
LOCAL CRAFT STALLS | BBQ | REFRESHING DRINKS | CANDYFLOSS STALL

ALL WELCOME!

To find out more about our summer event, get in touch with our friendly team today:

01213 872 722 | Cofton.rec@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Cofton Park Manor, 466 Lickey Road, Cofton Hackett B45 8UU
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LEFT: Street performers dressed to the nines. MIDDLE: Indigo Arts kicked off the show. RIGHT: Plenty of summer fun for everyone in the audience. s

Crowds flock to summer fun

REDDITCH town centre came
alive on Saturday, as Redditch BID
hosted their annual Summer Fest,
welcoming visitors for a day filled
with music, entertainment, street
food, and community spirit.

The one-day festival trans-
formed the town centre into a
lively hub of activity, with local
families, shoppers, and visitors
enjoying the sunshine and the
vibrant atmosphere.

Summer Fest 2025’s main stage
was the heart of the event, show-
casing a lively lineup of live music
and performances throughout the
day.

Attendees enjoyed a series of
acts, including PLATNUM, the UK
garage and dance sensation and
dance duo BOOTY LUV.

Muj Rahman, Manager of
Redditch BID said: “We are
delighted with the response to

Summer Fest 2025. The turn-
out surpassed our expectations,
and it was lovely to see families,
friends, and visitors from near
and far enjoying themselves in the
centre of Redditch.

“Events like this are about more
than just entertainment - they
help build a sense of pride and
community while encouraging
footfall and trade to our local
businesses.

“We're extremely grateful to
everyone involved in making the
day such a great success.”

Local businesses reported
increased footfall throughout the
day, with many cafés, shops, and
market stalls experiencing high
trade levels.

RIGHT: Crowds flocked to
the town centre for Redditch
Summerfest. s

Matthew ]. Elmes & Co.

Chartered Accountants

= po— -

Accountancy and taxation services
to business and individuals
Bookkeeping o
Payroll &
Statutory Accounts
Tax returns

Probate & Estate Administration
Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney

Authorised to carry on the reserved legal activity of Probate.
Authorised and regulated as a CILEX-ACCA Probate Entity.

=

info@matthewelmes.co.uk 01789 549008
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Avoncroft B

Museum

Avoncroft Museum
Kids Go Free* School Holidays

- Windmill sailings on Saturdays”
« 30 Buildings

« 700 years of history

19 acres including 2 play areas

« Miniature train rides

o Trails

- Kids crafts

« Drop in corn dolly sessions

- Free and accessible parking

- Kids food

- Dog friendly

- Interactive displays

« National collection of phone boxes
« Tearoom and shop

 Accessible grounds and bulldm@g‘xm

S

*weather dependent f;&f

pre

*for details dates and to book www.avoncroft.org.uk

Avoncroft Museum, Stoke Heath, Bromsgrove Worcestershire,
B60 4JR - 01527 8931363 - Reg. Charity no. 241 | 644
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SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid

A local team you can trust

E : angbridae
ciading & Reolng, Lo

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

THE SCHOOL holi-
days are set to be fun-
filled, with a host of
events taking place
across Redditch and
Bromsgrove parks.

Events will take place in
the two towns as part of
the programme put together
by Bromsgrove District and
Redditch Borough Councils.

Redditch’s activities are
held across both Arrow
Valley Country Park and
Morton Stanley Park. The
the Summer Fun kicks off
with Steve Kaos Circus
‘Workshops, on Wednesday
July 23 at Morton Stanley
and Thursday July 24 at
Arrow Valley.

Miss Balloonist will be
blowing everyone away at
Morton Stanley on Thursday
July 24 with three balloon
shows.

Clive Chandler’s Punch
and Judy will be putting
on a show at both parks
in August, and Glamba
Drumming Workshops will
make a return.

Morton Stanley will be
popping off on two dates
across the Summer Fun pro-
gramme as a bubbleologist
hosts 30-minute shows.

In Bromsgrove, there will
be Dragon Fly Arts and Crafts
at each of the events from
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Get set for lots
of summer fun

Miss Balloonist is one of
the acts heading to town
this summer. s

July 21 to August 25 — all at
Sanders Park.

Clive Chandler’s Punch and
Judy show is being staged at
12pm, 1.30pm and 3pm on
July 29 and August 19.

Glamba Drumming
‘Workshops return with dates
in both July and August. Hula
Hoop shows and workshops
are also returning in August.

ANatural History Travelling
Museum and a Kiddies Corner
will also feature in the sched-
uled activities.

Redditch Borough
Council’s Portfolio Holder
for Leisure and Recreation,
Coun Juliet Barker Smith,
said: “The programme of

Summer Fun is absolutely
jam-packed with something
for everyone to enjoy. The
best bit is, all of the events
are free, delivering for our
communities when budgets
are getting tighter every day.

“Please help us to spread
the word, tell your friends
and family so as many people
as possible enjoy a fun-filled
summer here in Redditch.”

Bromsgrove District
Council’s Portfolio Holder
for Leisure, Coun Bernard
McEldowney, said: “The sum-
mer holidays can really test
parents with finding things
to keep their children enter-
tained, even more so finding
things within ever tightening
budgets.

“This programme of events
has something for everyone —
and what’s more, the major-
ity of the activities are free.”

There is no booking
required for any of the activi-
ties; families can just turn up
and enjoy the fun. The major-
ity of summer fun activities
are free this year with only
a few requiring a small addi-
tional charge.

Visit bromsgrove.gov.uk/
summerfun or redditchbe.
gov.uk/things-to-do/events/
events-in-the-borough/ for
the full list of events and
timings.

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

rms and conditions apply. £1000 minimurm order value ap w\m all finar
6 months a £

Credit provided by Nc

DRI S

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Worcester Road

Tel: 01562 814868

of £5 o 000 and a

Kidderminster Showroom

Kidderminster DY10 1JR

minimum deposit of

B wons

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

DOORS

36 Carden Street

Worcester WR1 2AT

Tel: 01905 886750

5§TARWINDOWS CO UK

Worcester Showroom

rdel
credit broker

French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

Ip to WINDOWS &
and is CONSERVATORIES
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A SELECTION of limited edition
stamps have been released by the
Royal Mail to celebrate the ecologi-
cal importance of the UK’s native
mushrooms.

Ten stamps have been issued,
showcasing the diversity of mush-
room species throughout the UK.

The Royal Mail worked on the
project with well-known mycologist,
Geoffery Kibby, one of Britain's
foremost experts on mushroom
identification. He has written and
illustrated numerous books and
field guides on fungi species found
across Europe and North America.

Mr Kibby said: “Fungi are finally
getting the attention they deserve
in literature, education and on TV,
and now their amazing diversity and
importance to our ecology is being
celebrated in this excellent set of
Royal Mail stamps.

“The species illustrated show the
wide variety of fungi to be found in
the British countryside, emphasis-
ing their importance as a vital part
of the fascinating biodiversity to be
found in our islands.”

S

Chicken of the Woods

‘Natural selection

An array of fungi

The mushrooms range from edible
varieties, such as the Penny Bun, to
the toxic Fly Agaric which has a dis-
tinctive white-spotted red cap.

They are also a variety of colours
on offer within the fungi collection
chosen, from the intense violet of
the Amethyst Deceiver, a common
species in autumn woodlands eve-
rywhere.

Many form simple cups, of which
arguably the most beautiful is the
Scarlet EIf Cup, while others are
tough and bracket-shaped, such as
the colourful Turkey Tails or the
often large and striking Chicken of
the Woods.

And there are common species
found on oak logs - the Clustered
Bonnet, known for its unusual
but difficult-to-define smell which
resembles paint, flour or cucumber.

The variety of fungi is extensive
and their importance in the world’s
ecology cannot be underestimated.

The mushroom species pictured

on the stamps in full are: Chicken
of the Wood, Clustered Bonnet,
Scarlet Waxcap, Morel, Scarlet EIf
Cap, Penny Bun, Amethyst Deceiver,
Collared Earthstar, Fly Agaric and
Turkey Tail. These are only a hand-
ful of the 4,000 varieties of mush-
room in the UK today. )

Essential role

David Gold, director of external
affairs and policy for Royal Mail,
said: “Few people will be familiar
with the breadth, variety and beauty
of the fungi that are of such bio-
logical importance to our natural
environment.

“Mushrooms play an essential role
in the delicate balance of life around
us, yet largely go unnoticed.

“In these stamps their contribu-
tion to the natural environment is
duly recognised.”

Stamps went on general sale
on July 3 and the collection costs
£13.75 for each set of ten.

Visit: royalmail.com/mushrooms
or dial 03457 641 641 for more.

Trustpilot

Bromsgrec
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WALK IN
THE SHOES
OF AN ICON

ELVIS

EVOLUTION

THE IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE

yE

5

ELVIS EVOLUTION

& LONDON

Departing Sun 5 Oct ‘25

He is the ‘King of Rock and Roll’ whose legacy cannot be
underestimated, and now we can experience Elvis Presley’s
legendary journey for ourselves at Elvis Evolution in London.
Don’t miss your chance to see this celebration of one of
music’s greatest icons.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) outside
London with breakfast

¢/ Admission to Elvis Evolution
¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £209

Single Supplement £50

For more information, or to book, please call

e b do

are free w

or visit us online at

osG justgoholidays.com/OSG

TORQUAY, SOUTH DEVON
& DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK

Departing Mon 1 Sep ‘25

Torquay is the perfect location to enjoy a seaside getaway
in the heart of the English Riviera! We explore this lovely
landscape with a cruise on the River Dart, a scenic drive
through the Dartmoor National Park and spend time in
beautiful Dartmouth.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢/ 4 nights at the Riviera Hotel, Torquay (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Entertainment some evenings

¢/ Scenic drive through Dartmoor National Park

¢/ Cruise on the River Dart

v

Excursions to Buckfast Abbey, Princetown, Tavistock, Dartmouth
& Totnes

Optional excursion to Brixham & Teignmouth (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £399

Single Supplement £75

ISLE OF WIGHT
WEEKEND
Departing Fri 24 Oct ‘25

Let us whisk you away to the Isle of Wight for a weekend

to rejuvenate. Tailored for those who seek relaxation by the
sea, along with a desire to explore, this break includes a visit
to the historic town of Newport and an optional ‘Round the
Island’ tour.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Bromsgrove

¢ 3 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel, Shanklin (JG2+ rating) with
dinner & breakfast

/ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

¢/ Entertainment on some evenings (every evening at the
Shanklin Beach Hotel)

¢/ Excursion to Newport
Optional Round the Island tour (£15pp)

QLVER

4 Days by Coach an@ £269 Jommsi,
Single Supplement £50 3 szla;‘us <

BESTCOMPANY
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by Lise Evans
lise.evans@bullivantmedia.com

CLASSIC Ibiza made a spar-
kling 10th return to a sunny
Ragley Hall on Saturday
(July 5), delighting a sold-
out Warwickshire crowd
with more than five hours
of Balearic-infused house
music.

The alfresco celebration of
‘White Isle-inspired music had
multiple generations bopping
along enthusiastically to a ‘best
of’ set that featured 50 house
classics from the show’s decade-
long repertoire. The crowd were
in sequinned attire which glittered
in the late evening sunshine.

Under the expert musical
direction of Stephen Hussey, the
32-piece Urban Soul Orchestra

LEFT: A laser show dazzled the audience after

dusk. ABOVE: London Community Gospel Choir
and DJ Jose Luis. Pictures by David Evans
Photography. RIGHT: Concert-goers sparkle in the
evening sunshine. Picture by Lise Evans

Concert-goers get into the party mood. Pictures by Lise Evans

(USO) delighted its audience of
9,000 concert-goers who pol-
ished off their picnics to a set
by DJ Jose Luis, a former Pacha
Ibiza resident.

Beginning appropriately with
Fatboy Slim’s Right Here, Right
Now, USO were joined by London

Community Gospel Choir (in a
debut appearance) for a spine-
tingling rendition of eight classic
tracks, including You Got The
Love by The Source and Candi
Staton and Lola’s Theme by The
Shapeshifters.

Their soulful and uplifting

vocals to a number of tracks dur-
ing the evening added to the feast
of stand-out vocal performances.

As night fell, the grounds of
Ragley Hall were transformed
into a magical, alfresco night-
club. Accompanied by an spec-
tacular laser and light show, the
capacity crowd partied to USO’s
orchestral energetic perform-
ance, featuring Galvanise by The
Chemical Brothers, Cafe Del Mar
by Energy 52 and Adagio For
Strings by Tiesto.

Concert-goer Milly Roe, from
Salford Priors, has been coming
for several years with a group of
friends.

She told the Standard: “What
a fantastic event. We're always
guaranteed a good time and is the
best atmosphere for all ages.

“I didn’t want to leave at the
end of the night.”

Before the concert drew to a

The Standard, Friday July 11, 2025

close at 11pm, the audience was
treated to a fitting encore of two
of Classic Ibiza’s most popular
tracks. Saving the best for last,
USO went out on high to Insomnia
by Faithless and Sandstorm by
Darude.

Classic Ibiza’s Lisa Ward
added: “Ragley Hall, that was
pure magic.

“We brought the back-to-back
anthems, you matched the ener-
gy, and together we kicked off
our 10th anniversary celebrations
in true Classic Ibiza style.

“A huge thank you to Stephen
Hussey's incredible Urban
Soul Orchestra and our DJs,
Goldierocks and Jose Luis — you
never fail to raise the bar every
year with your spellbinding per-
formances.

“And London Community
Gospel Choir, what can I say,

s »

other than ‘glorious’.

The Will Partners

people

Over 30 years' experience in
the Will writing business

Wills, Trusts & Power
of Attorney

OR

Free review of your
existing Will
® Protect your home and

everything that you have worked
hard for..

e Friendly and experienced local

e Free Home Visit

Call us Today

01527 877313

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk




The Standard, Friday July 11, 2025 PAGE 27

Appamtments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01927 60000

or email accounts@a2h60k.co.uk

10 HILL?

We can offer you....

caroline.birkenhead@bullivanimedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivantedia

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

Require the following in the Redditch,

Gold Crest

Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.

Vehicle provided. tznon't_wlo"t);', we
ave en o
- ALSO - recruit':nent ads

throughout our
tltles, both in

Passenger
Assistants

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

@l‘@dh G])@GD @C'D‘.'ﬂ
Standard Standard
CovenuryObserver—  QBEEFvVer

Obsérver Oopsarver
Obsérver Obsérver
MalvernObserver.t WorcesterObserver..d

Bullivantedia
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com g
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e DEATHS o DEATHS
PALLETT || GARBETT ||(cLEVERLEY
Anthony David Stanley (Stan) William

Fondly known as Tony to all that knew him
Aged 80 years
Passed away peacefully on Wednesday
2nd July 2025 at the Alexandra Hospital
Devoted Husband to Jillian
A much-loved Dad to Helen, Joanne and
Tony. A loving Grandad and Great
Grandad
Anthony will be greatly missed by all of his
family and friends
A service to celebrate Anthony’s life will
take place at Redditch Crematorium
On Friday 1st August at 12.30pm followed
by a private family Committal in the
Abbey Cemetery
Family flowers only please, donations if so
desired to British Heart Foundation to
Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777

Sadly passed away peacefully on
Sunday 22nd June 2025 aged 103 years.

Now reunited with his loving Wife Joyce
and Son Stephen.

Stan will be sadly missed by Daughter
Jackie, Son In Law Nigel, Grandchildren,
Great Grandchildren, family and friends.
A service to celebrate Stan’s life will take

place at Redditch Crematorium on

Wednesday 16th July 2025 at 11:45am.

Family flowers only please, donations if

desired to Multiple Sclerosis Society
may be sent to
Thomas Brothers,
Birchfield House,
494 Evesham Road,
Redditch, B97 5JF
01527 547777

Thank you

If you have a message
for a loved one,
call our team

Thankyou

FLORAL TRIBUTES

TNS

THE NURSERY SHOP

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

John
(Chinkie)
left his loved ones on
June 6th 2025

You will have Diogo Jota with you
to discuss football
(up the wolves)
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live for today,

I Learn from yesterday,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

MEMORIAL

SERVICES
—

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER
Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work
Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

ames Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

.

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
- —

DROITWICH
01905783188 01527 852213

God bless my friend
Love Pat and family Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP
e “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
L

Allow our family
to care for your family

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

STUDLEY

To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

www.nurseryshopreddl’rch.co.uk

Teh*)l 527 550 700

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700
WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

. “A family concern

WWW.thmasbrothﬁ:s co. uk
ermail: admm(‘thomasbrothers co. uk
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T Learn from yesterday,
‘ = ‘ & live for today,
'u‘ % hope for tomorrow.

v .“ Anonymous
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: wcéptir{@bullivantmcdia.mm ') E MZWM
T . _7W E -_— e . LB
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
[ [

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

MORTONS (M)

FUNERAL DIRECTORS \

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

frense enappoinment oy R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
0121459 9MM Complete Funeral Directors and

E E Professionally qualified e H
% independent funeral directors @ @“FF’F’( "TED Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery M emaori al M asons

For more information, visit
E mortonsfunerals.co.uk

FUNERAL HOVES"

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

T: 01527 831723

info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

Whatever the occasion, why not send Call our 0 88 6 8 8
your loved ones a message.... team on 15 27 5
r B » J .- T ———
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

COVENTRY HIGHWAY, MAPPLEBOROUGH GREEN
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works to provide
2 telegraph poles.
Order Commences:
18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 14 July 2025.

Access & Diversion: Alcester Road, Coventry
Highway, Ullenhall Lane, Gorcott Hill and vice versa.
Contractor: Core Highways, Tel: 03300 169 688.

HOO MILL ROAD, UPTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to install water mains
bypasses.

Order Commences:
18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 1 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

A435 ALCESTER BYPASS, ARROW AND
ALCESTER BYPASS, ALCESTER

Order Effect: A 30-mph speed restriction will be
imposed on A435 Alcester Bypass, Arow and
Alcester Bypass, Alcester from its junction with
Arrow Roundabout to the existing speed limit
change 250 metres south of Roebuck Roundabout.
Reason for Order: For the safety of all road users.
Order Commences: 24 July 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 28 July 2025.
Contractor: Tracsis Events, Tel: 07469 354 023.

BURFORD LANE, SHELFIELD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to install new boundary
box.

Order Commences: 31 July 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 1 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: Burford Lane, Alcester Road,
Henley Road, Village Road, Aine End, Spernal Lane,
Spernall Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick GV34 4RL Date 11 July 2025

14 July 2025 for up to

14 July 2025 for up to
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To advertise
call

01527
288688

L. ‘l/\l. Autas)

Mechamcal Repairs

01527 875565 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

PRIVATE CAR§ COM%/{E}({}CIAL & FLEET
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

CLASS 7 AND T NEW CLASS 5

‘ MoT ltbllNgéNCLUDING ‘
T (MINI BUSES)

V[:HICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
ERWOOD ROAD
ASTON l IH DS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GROVE B6(

\ J

01527 875432/ 837070

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver

_07703925662

USED Foldable Pool
Table. 5ft x 2ft 6ins,
folds upright for easy
storage. BCE Table
Sports Le Club.
Includes 2 complete
sets of balls. One
set conventional
and one set “English
Pool Balls” (yellow
and red). Assorted
Cues & bridge &
chalks & 2 triangles.
Collection from
Bromsgrove. All for
just £60.00 ono. Tel:
01527 875521

MOBILITY
with  basket.
little  used
Tel:7867 661522

walker
Very
£50.

MISCELLANEOUS
—

DIECAST Cars / Toys.
Boxed £3.50 each.
Unboxed £2.50 each.
Many assorted. For
details Tel: 01527
875521

GARDEN  Rotovator
- good  working
condition - sale due
to retirement. £200.
Tel: 01527 524745

ELECTRIC plane
650W, used once,
new spare belt and
blades 2mm cut, £20.
Tel: 07780 900015

VOLVO XC60
lockable roof rack,
201. £45. Tel 07778
705570

VOLVO XC60 bike
rack, towbar to ball,
never used, new
condition. £45. 2015.
Tel 07778 705570

PEAVY Bandit 75watt
amp for guitar, in
good condition.
£150. Tel 07778
705570

NIKE Air MX-720-818
Trainers, “White
Indigo Fog’, UK Size
4, hardly worn, £30.
Tel: 0121 742 2513

MISCELLANEOUS
—

ROMAN pretty crinkle
blouses, cap sleeve.
Polyester / cotton.
One white, one
pink-same  design.
Size mediium 12/ 14.
£4.00 each or both

for £6. Tel: 07934
132759
CARPET  offcut -

brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £4.00.
Tel: 07934 132759

LADIES M&S
classic fully lined
lightweight  jacket
with detachable
hood. Light
turquoise.  Hardly

worn. Size 12. £4. (I
can forward photos
if interested). Tel:
07934 132759

LADIES Dress Ring
Size O. Silver plated
with  small  blue
zircon stone.. Never
been worn at all. £5.
Tel 07733 628986

WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,

good prices paid
07944761933 | 01926721643
WANTED
[

“WANTED: Viny! Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage o New *

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Callortext: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

o

Advertise them in

Observer
‘Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com

1 |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500)

I (MAX 15 WORDS)

ETHING TO

ELL

|Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)
1 Details of ltem For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)
But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in
a boxed advertisement

1
1
1 <
1 1 for just
1 1 .
1 Tel: 1 £5.75 (inc Vat)
§ Details (Not for Publication): 1
1 Initials Surname 1 ECE
1 Address | 3 PI
! I SUITE
. Postcode : brown leather,
)T Mobile I perfect
} Email 1 condition
1 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £ 1 as new
1 or alternatively |
! please debit my card for £ /i Delta : £
I Credit Card Number i can deliver
1 B o SR ; 1 Telephone
§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if 1 10234 567890
I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, :

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B38 8BP or email your advertisement to
1

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

T T T R N

(£5.75 incVAT example
a boxed advertisement)
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.directory247.co.uk

BUILDERS
—

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH (-
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

0741 589 655 - 0621 Bagizdn

(7@% 000l

obzerver
“Ztandard

Bullivantedia

FENCING
_——

types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SMALL
Contact Daryl
01527 526990 ° 07847 898079

For a free quote

GARDENING
SERVICES

JEFS

e
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

Or you coulc{ check
out our Classified
pages and et an

EXPERT LOCAL
TRADER to c{o 1t
for you!

xxxxxxxxxxxxx

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTALI.AIONS

Bathrnh

FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION

01926 773385 or
07971 684 353

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing « Conifers
Hedge Work
CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped « Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

PEST CONTROL
—

PEST CONTROL
NO KILL
NOBILL?

www.drkill.co.ux
01527 575553

PLASTERING
—

y

/5

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2616

LC| PLASTERING
SERVICES

General Property
Maintenance

All Aspects of Plastering
30 Years Exp
Call Craig Berrows

0777 1875865

PLUMBING
—

SB

Plumbing & Heatin_g
* Gas Fires.

¢ Gas Cookers.

¢ Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

* Gas Appliance
Landlord/home

¢ Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email:
Stuart4heating@gmail.com

www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

Call me for domestic work

@ 07951 485 329

REMOVALS/
STORAGE

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

—

House moves local & long distance

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS
Azl‘:lv::; Wﬂh (Redditch) LTD

-smmw doors quaranteed

o ﬂ 1»4

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and

ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available * 6r:;: fronts-
please ask when ordering

Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van

service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

BEST LEAVE
ITT0 THE >

Cl;legk out our
Classified pages!

ROOFING
—

Collection and delivery Or visit us at:
Single items to full van loads L www.redditchskiphire.com
House CIearances Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354
Collection of hold items : d
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835
T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289 MEONS
ManWith Redditch.co.uk

Tree & Landscape Specialsts s a rusted, professional company with
agreatreputaton to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving  Fencing * Artificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

Contact us today

W ireeandlandscaps
Aowor (o ge

LLS ROOFEF

JILDING

SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325




Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specmhsts in plant care and prunmg

CRB CHECKED ° FULLY INSURED
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Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken

Standard

| SPOR

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LA

5
é};‘l‘ |

720401280

Oxford, Oxfordshire OX2 OEJ

Published by Bulivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,
Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
Printed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead,

SB 44

Plumbing & Heating

* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.

* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.

* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com

= MoB:07951 485 329

www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

Call me for domestic work

ST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Spa to face Racers in
first-ever FA Cup tie
at start of next month

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH Spa have dis-
covered their FA Cup extra preliminary
round opponents with the club to play in
the competition for the first time in their
history this season.

The Saltmen will make the trip to Step Four
side Racing Club Warwick on Saturday, August
2 with kick-off at 3pm at Townsend Meadow.

Spa play one level below the Racers who
ply their trade in the Northern Premier League
Midlands division.

‘Winning clubs will receive $£1,125 while los-
ing clubs will receive £375.

Should Droitwich progress to the next round,
Spa would travel to either Hereford Pegasus or
Lye Town in the preliminary round.

Winning clubs will receive £1,444 while los-
ing clubs will receive §481.

FIRST SIGNING ANNOUNCED

Spa have made their first summer signing
ahead of the club’s first season at Step Five.

Spa have signed former Kidderminster
Harriers and Worcester City midfielder Reiss
Taylor-Randle.

The 24-year-old played for Studley and
Pershore Town last season, playing in 38
games between the two clubs.

Spa boss, Andy Crowther said: “Reiss is a
player I earmarked at the end of last season to
bring in for our first season at Step Five.

“A player with a lot of experience, technically
very good on the ball and he can dictate a game.

Droitwich/Spa have made
Reiss Taylor-Randle the
club’s first summer;signing.'s

r

“Reiss fits in with everything that we are
doing at Droitwich and I'm sure he will have a
very successful spell here.”

He netted five goals in 30 appearances for
Worcester at Step Five in the 2022/23 season
before later departing for Studley.

PLAYERS RETAINED

Droitwich have also confirmed the players who
will remain with the club for the upcoming
2025/26 season.

Goalkeeper Dom Rogerson and defenders
Jack Brighton, Matt Jackson and Joe Clayton

have all agreed to stay with the club.

And Lewis Phillips, Jay Sauntson, Jack Davies
and Charlie Tilley will also remain with Spa.

Midfielders Cory Rudd, Nathan Binner, Sam
Hurdman and Ben Tilbury have also signed on
for the 2025/26 campaign.

And attacking trio James Lemon, Alex
Dugmore and Josh Hurdman, who scored
more than 60 league goals between them last
season, will also remain at the King George
Playing Fields.

Influential midfielder Perry Moss, Joe
Hurdman and Harry Griffiths have also com-
mitted to the club for the 2025/26 season.

Hosts dig in with bat
to stay above drop

CRICKET: DROITWICH
Spa CC dug in with the bat
in a losing draw against
Hagley to remain above
their relegation rivals in the
table.

In pursuit of 215, Spa
closed on 1939 at the
end of their 50 overs at St
Peter’s Playing Fields.

Droitwich took six points
from the fixture while Hagley
came away with 15 points.

The result means Spa
sit just four points above
Hagley in the Worcestershire
County League Division One
table with the latter side
currently in the relegation
zone.

Hagley won the toss and
elected to bat only for Sam
Smith (2-55) to bowl opener
Thomas Higgs (0) for an
11-ball duck.

However, opener
Jonathan McDonnell (34)
and Daniel Giles (42) put
on a 69-run second-wicket
stand.

Lincoln Kellett (1-42)
eventually trapped
McDonnell LBW before
Jonathan Miles (1-61)
accounted for Giles.

The quick wickets left
Hagley on 82-3 only for the
away side’s middle order to
put the visitors back in con-
trol of the match.

Hagley captain Michael
Stead (67 not out) and
Pravdeep Sangha (53) both
made half-centuries in a
113-run fourth-wicket part-
nership.

Stead and Sangha both
hit eight fours apiece while
the latter also cleared the
rope on one occasion.

Adam Keen (1-48) even-
tually brought an end to the
partnership with the wicket
of Sangha.

And Smith returned to
claim the scalp of Mikhil
Jain (5) as Hagley reached
214-5 at the end of their
50 overs.

Spa made a solid start in
reply but struggled to score
runs at a quick enough rate.

Openers Harry Butler
(27) and Sam Woolley (16)
both fell in quick succes-
sion to the bowling of Stead
(4-46) leave Spa on 51-2.

Kellett (563) and Miles
(20) then combined at the
crease to lift Spa to the 100-
run mark.

However, Stead claimed
his third victim in the form
of Miles and struck again
soon after to remove Noah
Hunt (9).

The wickets continued

Phillips (10).

And Kellett eventually fell
after reaching a half-century
in just 50 balls as Jain (2-50)
took a crucial wicket.

‘With Droitwich on 161-6,
Tom Hodgson (15) and Keen
(29) added useful runs.

However, Jain bowled
Hodgson and Elston trapped
Keen LBW to leave Spa on
190-8.

Joe Heywood (3) could
only add a few runs to the
total before he was bowled
by Winston Lewis (1-34).

But Spa showed resilience
with the bat at the death as
Smith (2 not out) survived
the final over to deny the
visitors an outright victory.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES
OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK

THE PUBLIC
Est 1988

Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood

Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO

® Engine tuning

makes & models

® MOT preparation and submission

for final MOT
® Cam belt replacement
® Clutch Replacement
@ General repairs
@ Welding
® Servicing
@ Insurance work welcome
@ Supply and fit all parts for all

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in
Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



