S

DROITWICH =

tan

P.U.P.S.

The Protection of Unwanted Puppies Society

Please contact
Mrs Sheila Tremellen

01905 620340

MBE invested for services
to animal welfare

Friday, August 15th 2025 Week 33

[ droitwichstandard

www.droitwichstandard.co.uk

¥ @DroitStand

Your FREE edition - just pick one up and keep up with the news

Memory Café

th | From 2.30pm

3rd Thursday of Every

Aver‘)e

CARE HOME

Droitwich Mews

01905 934182

averyhealthcare.co.uk

Mulberry Tree Hill, Droitwich Spa,
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Battling to save parts
of Spa’s historic hotel

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

‘KEY ELEMENTS of the original for-
mer Raven Hotel can be saved’ - that
was the view of Historic England which
visited the site on Wednesday after the
devastating fire which destroyed the
building.

The blaze ripped through the centuries-old
structure on Sunday with fire crews spending
hours overnight and into the next morning to
extinguish the blaze.

Two teenage girls, aged 13 and 14, were
arrested on suspicion of arson and have since
been released on bail.

On Wednesday, Wychavon District Council
met at the site with representatives from Historic
England, structural engineers, building survey-
ors, Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue
Service and West Mercia Police. A representa-
tive for the former hotel also attended.

‘Wychavon has also commissioned its own
structural engineer who is preparing a detailed
report due to be completed shortly.

The immediate priority is to make the site
safe which will involve fencing off the area to
protect the public and the controlled demolition
of those parts of the hotel that pose a safety
risk. This will safeguard the historic elements
which remain.

Some residents have asked why the council
had not made a Compulsory Purchase Order

(CPO) for the site.
In response, the authority said CPOs could

only be used as a last resort, requiring a robust

legal case which could take up to two years to

complete.

In this instance, the owner had planning

permission granted three years ago and had
publicly confirmed its intention to bring the site
forward for development, including at the South
Worcestershire Development Plan Examination
earlier this year. This meant the legal threshold
for a CPO was not met.

The building has always remained in private
ownership and responsibility for its mainte-
nance and security lies with the owner

‘Wychavon has monitored the Grade II listed
building and issued the owner with a court
order in November under Section 77 of the
Building Act 1984 to make the site safe.

Work that was ordered to be done was due
to be completed this month and the council
will still recoup the cost of this work from the
owner.

‘Wychavon District Council leader, Coun
Richard Morris, said the fire had been a ‘deeply
emotional moment’ for the community.

“This building is woven into Droitwich’s his-
tory, and I know how many treasured memories
are tied to it.

“To see it in this state is devastating, and I
completely understand the sadness and frustra-
tion people are feeling — I feel it too.”

He added the owner had committed to rede-
veloping the site and constantly reassured that
commitment.

“Our focus now is on protecting what can be
saved, working hand-in-hand with the owners,
Historic England, heritage bodies and our com-
munity to make sure the Raven’s story contin-
ues in some form for future generations.

“I'm grateful to everyone who has been work-
ing tirelessly since the fire — your efforts mean
a great deal to our town.”

As the structural and conservation assess-
ments are finalised, Wychavon said it would
continue to play an active role in discussions
about the site’s future.
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MP salutes vital baby bank

A WYCHBOLD baby bank has
been praised for its work by
the area’s MP after the poli-
tician made a personal dona-
tion to the vital service.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore has
donated his young son’s outgrown
clothes, toys and books to Wychbold
and Droitwich Baby Bank.

The baby bank, founded and
run by local Droitwich Town and
‘Wychavon District councillor Rick
Deller and his wife Ruth, has been
a vital community lifeline for more
than two years. The organisation
supports families with children aged
from birth to five by providing free
essential items including clothing,
toys, nappies, books and more.

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

Based at Wychbold Village Hall
on School Road, the baby bank
operates entirely on donations
from the public, with no referral or
paperwork required. It is free and
open to anyone who needs it.

Mr Bloore said: “As a dad, I know
how quickly little ones grow out of
their clothes and toys — and how
costly it can be for families.

“That’s why I was delighted
to donate some of my son’s out-
grown items to the Wychbold and
Droitwich Baby Bank.

“Rick, Ruth and their team of
volunteers are doing an outstanding

job quietly and consistently sup-
porting local families when they
need it most. This is community
spirit at its very best.”

The MP’s visit comes at a time
when many families across Redditch
and Worcestershire are experienc-
ing increased financial pressures.

The baby bank offers practical
support to ease the burden, ensur-
ing children can have access to
essential items regardless of their
circumstances.

Mr Bloore added: “What’'s so
special about this baby bank is
how welcoming it is - no questions
asked, no forms to fill out - just
genuine help when you need it.

“I'd encourage anyone who has
spare items or wants to make a

difference locally to consider donat-
ing. Every babygrow, toy or blanket
can mean a lot to a family going
through a tough time.”

The Wychbold and Droitwich
Baby Bank accepts donations of
clean, good quality items for chil-
dren aged from birth to five, includ-
ing clothes, books, toys, nappies
and baby equipment.

For more, visit the baby bank’s
Facebook page by searching
‘Wychbold and Droitwich Baby
Bank’ or pop into the hall during
their published opening hours.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore has
donated his son’s outgrown items
to Wychbold and Droitwich Baby
Bank. s
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Princess Peach, a former racing
dog, is looking for a new home. s

Dog charity steps up calls to ban greyhound racing

A DOG rescue charity in
Bromsgrove is renewing its calls
for a ban on greyhound racing
as it launches an appeal to find a
home for an ex-racer in its care.

The Blue Cross is currently
seeking a retirement home for ex-
racing greyhound - three-year-old
Princess Peach.

Laura Coveney, centre manager
at Blue Cross in Bromsgrove,
said: “Princess Peach enjoys a
fuss and will run after a ball but is
still figuring out how to be a dog

so hasn’t worked out that she’s
meant to pick it up yet.

“We’'re looking for patient own-
ers who will give her time to settle
in to her new surroundings and
who will help her to thrive.

“She would benefit from living
with a confident dog in her new
home and could live with older
children who will understand her
sensitive nature and are confident
around larger dogs. Many people
think that ex-racing greyhounds
need lots of exercise but actually

they just want a few walks and
cosy naps.”

Two years ago, the Blue Cross
launched a campaign for petition
signatures to bring an end to grey-
hound racing. More than 100,000
people signed it and the peti-
tion has since been handed into
Westminster.

The charity is now urging ani-
mal lovers to speak up on behalf
of racing greyhounds by writing
to their MP to keep up the pres-
sure on the government to bring

an end to what it calls ‘a cruel and
outdated sport’. Between 2017
and 2024, official racing industry
data reveals that more than 4,000
greyhounds died and over 35,000
injuries were recorded.

Visit bluecross.org.uk/campaign/
EndGreyhoundRacing to find out
more.

Contact the Bromsgrove rehom-
ing centre on g 0300 777 1842
or email bromsgrove@bluecross.
org.uk for more information on
rehoming Princess Peach.

So much more than

self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

T

We can help you move house, build an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200

N

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN
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| I self storage

association
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3 Course Meal

Disco
Silent Auction

All proceeds go to Primrose Hospice

SPONSORED BY
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Beyond
Storage
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Moredale

ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTOR!

Car Clinic
REDDITCH

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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Flags show UK
pride say group

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

A DEBATE has erupt-
ed over a community
group’s Union Flags and
St George Crosses fixed
to lampposts across
south Birmingham.

Northfield, Frankley,
Weoley Castle and other
areas have seen the flags
added their streets but the
movement has sparked argu-
ments for and against them.

Last weekend a man named
Sean Doolan took responsi-
bility for the flags, posting an
image of himself and 14 other
men holding the flags in the
Weoley Castle Community
Facebook group.

He also shared a link to a
GoFundMe page calling for
donations for ‘flags, poles
and cable ties’ launched
by a group called Weoley
‘Warriors.

On the donation page,
‘Weoley Warriors described
themselves as ‘a group of
proud English men with
a common goal to show
Birmingham and the rest of
the country how proud we
are of our history, freedoms
and achievements’.

The movement caught the
city’s communities’ attention
and led to extensive online
discussion. Independent
Frankley councillor Simon
Morrall claimed Birmingham
City Council had already
begun efforts to have the
flags taken down.

Coun Morrall has expressed
his utmost support for the
project, calling on the coun-
cil to keep the flags up until
at least the end of August to
‘avoid further tension’.

A small number of peo-
ple aired concerns the mes-
sage behind them was more
political than proclaimed,
with some pointing out the
UK'’s national flags have pre-
viously been appropriated by

far-right movements to incite
racist, anti-immigration sen-
timents.

Despite some negative feel-
ings towards the movement,
the vast majority of respons-
es are in support of flying the
UK flags as a representation
of national pride, particularly
at a ‘fitting time’, with the
80th anniversary of Victory
in Japan (VJ) Day today.

The local authority’s policy
is to remove any flag fixed
to council-owned property,
regardless of what is on them.
It is understood the council
has arranged a subcontractor
to remove the flags in Weoley
Castle.

Birmingham City Council
say upcoming street light-
ing upgrades mean anything
attached to lampposts will
need to be taken down.

It has also deterred the
public from installing flags
or anything similar on lamp-
posts due to the potential
to endanger themselves or
pedestrians and motorists.

months for theft - his sentences will run
concurrently, meaning he will serve 42
months in total. He was also ordered to
pay a victim surcharge of £228.
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*# St George’s

~ flags on lamp-
posts on
Genners Lane.
Photo by Dave

Gibbs. s

His conviction follows an inves-

Kyle Pollard, tigation by Hagley and Rubery Safer
27, of Hayling  Neighbourhood Team (SNT) who arrest-
Close, Rednal g him after a robbery from Subway on
has been New Road on June 16.

jailed for over
three years
for robbery
and theft. s

Pollard entered the store and demand-
ed cash from a staff member, claiming
he had a knife before forcibly grabbing
the till and fleeing. He returned the next
morning and stole the till again, targeting
the same staff member.

He was pursued by a member of the
public but they were unable to catch him.
Pollard discarded the till while fleeing.

PC Matt Dunton was first on scene
and immediately identified the robber
as Pollard. Arrest attempts were carried

A REDNAL man has been jailed for more
than three years for threatening a worker at
Subway in Rubery before stealing the store’s
till on two separate occasions.

'Kyle Pollard, 27, of Hayling Close, Rednal,
Birmingham pleaded guilty to robbery and out and Pollard was spotted and later
theft after the two incidents on June 16 and detained.
i7e PC Max Unitt gathered evidence quick-

Pollard was sentenced on Monday, fol- |y and provided one-to-one reassurance
lowing a trial at Kidderminster Magistrates to the victim.

Court on July 25. He was given a 42-month  He said the force was pleased with the
custodial sentence for the robbery and six outcome.
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RELIABLE SERVICE...
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Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
elp is here!

WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

* Locks

* Hinges

* Mirrors

* Misted Glass

* Safety Glass

* Decorative Glass

* Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

WINDOWS
SUPPLIED _
& FITTED__\

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors

YOUR OLD
u.p.\.C. Composite Doors
WINDOWS Card payments accepted R/ AY:Y

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

Longbridge
Ciadding 5 Roollng L1d
Ao taartyus €32 BUIT

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Success is on the timetable for
students after top A-level grades

STUDENTS from across
Bromsgrove and Redditch
have been celebrating their

students achiev ts fol-
lowing A level results day
yesterday.

St Augustine’s Catholic High
School saw a significant number
of students achieve top grades,
including Noah Barker who got
A*, A* Distinction*. He will now

study Aeronautical Engineering at
Loughborough University.
Joseph Seager, who achieved A*,

A*, A, will study economics at the
University of Warwick and Christa
Vincent, who achieved A*, A, A is
now doing chemical engineering at
the University of Manchester.
Alexander Day-Jones will study
veterinary bioscience at Harper
Adams University after getting an
A*, A, B and Conrad Skrycki, who
achieved Distinction®, A, A,
study mechanical engineering at the
University of Birmingham.
Headteacher Luke Payton said
the results were testament to the

lzzy and Madi from North Bromsgrove High sixth form with their

A level results. s

students’ hard work and dedication,
the unwavering support of their
families and the fantastic staff’s
commitment.

At Tudor Grange Academy, most
students secured their first-choice
university places. Many are heading
to Russell Group universities, while
others are embarking on exciting
higher-level apprenticeships and
employment opportunities.

Headteacher Marie McNamara
said: “We are incredibly proud of
our students - not just for their
results, but for the people they’'ve
become.

“This cohort has shown remark-
able resilience, kindness, and ambi-
tion.”

Students at South Bromsgrove
High also performed well in the A
level and Level 3 BTEC exams with
many heading off to a variety of
universities.

Sean Drew achieved four A*s
in his A levels and Ross Dyson
and Sophie Coleman both achieved
three A*s in theirs. Sean is going
on to study chemistry at Oxford
University, and Ross and Sophie
will be studying mathematics at
the University of Warwick and
Computer Science at the University
of Liverpool respectively.

Olivia Harvey also secured a
place at Oxford University to read
English language and literature.

Headteacher Chris Smith said:
“We are immensely proud of all the
work and accomplishments of our

Joseph Seager will study econom-
ics at the University of Warwick
after receiving A*, A*, A grades. s

students.” He added everyone was
looking forward to seeing what they
would achieve next.

Students at staff at North
Bromsgrove High School were cel-
ebrating as many students gained
entry to top universities to study
a wide range of degree courses,
including law, maths, cyber secu-
rity, psychology and zoology.

Among the high performers were
Elias who will study law at Exeter,
Umar going on to study maths at
Birmingham University and Mya
‘who will now pursue a post produc-
tion and visual effects degree at
Falmouth.

Headteacher, Nick Gibson, spoke
of his pride and said: “The strong
set of results are a testament to our
students hard work and diligence,
support from parents and our com-
mitted staff.

“The support provided by our
staff, their dedication, hard work,
care, and hours of guidance have
paid off and we can feel justifiably
proud of our students.”

Waseley Hills High said it had its
highest rate of student success in
the past three years.

Notable achievements included
Joshua Chambers who will study
maths at the University of Leicester
after getting A, B, B in maths, fur-
ther maths and physms and Jack
‘Whittaker who, after A, B, D in
business, biology and physics, will
undertake a marine biology and
coastal ecology degree at Plymouth
University.

Emily Dove (B, C, C in busi-
ness, biology and maths) will study
marine biology with oceanography
at the University of Liverpool and
Hannah Morrall achieved B, B, B in
English literature, psychology and
sociology.

Visit our website for more on
results day.

This year is a bit special as
it also marks 15 years for
us at The Rose & Crown.
We bought the pub in July

ADVERTISEMENT

2010 and moved from
Cheltenham with our then
very young family of 3 boys
Aged 4 and twins of 3. We
must have been crazy !!

We opened straight away and
refurbished the pub and our home
above as we went along.

We've had ups and downs but got
through them all and now have a
wonderful pub in a great village
with our three young men now
working along side us.

We have built up the business with
the help of our family and a great
team around us, and of course our
ever-increasing regularly returning
customers.
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SATURDAY, SIIIIIIIY & MONDAY

A,

& MONDAY AFTERNDONS

High Street, Feckenham B96 6HS - 01321 892188

A friendly atmosphere, great
customer service, tasty food
options, good beers. A Proper
Pub - we've featured in CAMRA's
good beer guide most years since
our arrival.

We have food theme nights the last
Thursday of each month trying
foods from around the world and
close to home"

Matt & Mel & all the Rose &
Crown team welcome you all to
Feckenham this August Bank
Holiday Weekend.

Whatever the weather the beer
will still be flowing!
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Shoplifter’s banning order extended to 2 new stores

A PROLIFIC shoplifter has
been banned from two stores
in Droitwich under a varia-
tion of her three-year crimi-
nal behaviour order (CBO).

Faye Jackson, 51, of Lower
Priest Lane, Pershore, was
originally handed the CBO
on April 16, 2024 which
barred her from enter-
ing certain shops in south
Worcestershire.

Last Wednesday at
Kidderminster Magistrates’
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“We hope this serves as a
warning to those thinking
of stealing from shops we
will prosecute and act where
appropriate.

“This prosecution was
achieved thanks to the 24/7
365 days a year efforts of
our response officers in
Droitwich, together with our
Safer Streets Summer SNT
(Safer Neighbourhood Team)
officer and Prevention team
in securing the additional

amended to include the Tesco
store on Mulberry Tree Hill
and Sainsbury’s on Worcester
Road, both in Droitwich.

Jackson must also not
enter Tesco Express on
Pershore high street, Asda
on King George’s Way
in Pershore, Savers on
Pershore high street and
Tesco Express on Foregate
Street in Worcester.

She must also not consume
alcohol or be in possession

inside any retail premises not
licensed for the consumption
of alcohol.

Safer Neighbourhood
Inspector for Wychavon,
Dave Wise, said: “We are
pleased to get this variation
to Jackson’s CBO to include
two further stores.

“West Mercia Police works
hard on continued efforts
to prosecute shoplifters, as
well as ensure preventative
measures like this CBO are in

Faye Jackson. s Court, Jackson’s order was

of an open vessel of alcohol

place at every opportunity.

CBO conditions.”

Police raid finds
107 cannisters
of ‘laughmg gas

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham
@bullivantmedia.com

THREE people were
arrested last Thursday
after a large quantity of
nitrous oxide cannisters
were seized by police
officers in Rubery.

A store on New Road was
targeted in the drugs raid
where West Mercia Police
officers found 107 one-litre
cannisters of nitrous oxide,
along with other parapherna-
lia, such as balloons and bags
used for distribution.

Two people in their 20s
and one in their 30s were
arrested under suspicion of
possession with intent to sup-
ply a class C drug and remain
in custody, helping police
with their enquiries.

Nitrous oxide — commonly
known as ‘laughing gas’ -
is a colourless gas that can
be misused as a recreational
drug.

As of November 2023,
nitrous oxide is classified as
a Class C controlled drug
under the Misuse of Drugs
Act 1971. It is illegal to pos-

sess, supply, or sell nitrous
oxide for recreational use.

Mobile phones and evi-
dential documents were also
seized by the Hagley and
Rubery Safer Neighbourhood
Team (SNT), as well as a
quantity of illegal wvapes,
which were removed by
Trading Standards.

PC Max Unitt, of Rubery
SNT, said: “We will always

lllegal nitrous oxide and
vapes were seized in a
. raid at a Rubery shop. s
o e

act upon information given
to us where appropriate as
we work together with part-
ners to tackle the sale of ille-
gal drugs and the harm they
cause on our communities.
“We're grateful for the con-
tinued support from our local
community — many of whom
told us they wanted action
taken. Your information helps
us make a real difference.”

Registered charity 1167872

Open every weekend plus
Wednesdays during

GH@@

A great day
out for just
£8.00 adult
£4.00 children
(over 5)

Open
10.30am to

Free open top
bus rides
Bouncy Castle

Miniature
train rides

Picnic and
Play Areas
y k Holiday Cafe, Burger
iorgss gal\?’londay Van and Shop

Transport Museum Wythall, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JA
3 We're just off M42 Junction 3, near to Becketts Farm ¥
Website: www.wythall.org.uk  Email: enquiries@wythall.org.uk

DO YOU WEAR DENTURES?

Did you know gums confinuously shrink over fime and Denture teeth wear ouf?
It is recommended o replace your dentures every 5-7 years.

Poppy Fields is a small family run Denture Clinic in Bromsgrove with over
20 years experience working solely on the design and fabrication of dentures.

Every stage of the denture fabrication is carried out by our team in our

Bromsgove clinic and on site laboratory which allows us to make sure
each stage of the process is personal and individual to each patient.

We are passionate about providing the highest quality dentures.

Using only premium qualitity materials, our dentures are stronger,
more natural looking and comfortable. Providing denture
wearers the confidence to eat and most importantly, smile!

FOIRM@IRIE

INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT WUS QN @1527 577736

To request a free information booklet or a no obligation consultation with our team
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Open-air Pirates
film to conclude
lido anniversary

A FREE open-air
screening of a
Hollywood block-
buster is set to
bring Droitwich
Spa Lido’s 90th
anniversary cele-
brations to a ‘fit-
ting’ close.
Droitwich Spa
Lido will host a free
outdoor screen-
ing of Pirates of
the Caribbean: The §
Curse of the Black

Pearl as part of cel- Lido pirate alias lifeguard Tom Blackford,
ebrations marking its Seb Parker, Suzi Wood and Clir Dan Birch
looking forward to the seafaring epic. s

90th anniversary.

The open-air show-
ing will take place
from 7.30pm to 9.45pm on
Saturday, August 26, in the
car park of the Worcester
Road site. Visitors are
encouraged to bring their
own chairs. Food and dri
will be available from Little
Al’s café.

Ahead of the screening, the
pool will open for a pub-
lic swim from 3.30pm to
5.30pm.

The event concludes a

¥
A

summer-long programme
of activities celebrating the
Lido’s opening in 1935 by
film star Ralph Lynn. Other
events have included a birth-
day party, musical perform-
ances, and a synchronised
swimming display.

A commemorative memory
book featuring photographs
and stories from past and
present visitors has also been
released and is on sale.

Suzi Wood, chair of the

Friends of Droitwich
Spa Lido, said the
screening was marks
the end of a ‘fabulous
summer’.

Coun Dan Birch,
. of Wychavon District

Council, said the Lido
remained a key part
of the town’s identity,
adding that continued
investment would help
secure its future.

He added: “What
better way to crown
a brilliant summer at
the Lido than to have a
swim before venturing
virtually onto the high
seas for some breath-
taking big screen
action. A fabulous way to
round off the Lido’s 90th
anniversary.”

The Lido, known as the
‘Seaside of the Midlands’, is
one of the UK’s last remain-
ing inland open-air saltwater
pools. It is visited by people
across Worcestershire and
the Midlands every year.

Visit riversfitness.co.uk/
droitwichlido for more infor-
mation.
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Lots of people turned out for the open day at Winyates Green Allotment Association. s

Allotment open day helps grow funds

THE SUN was shining and
the gates were open to vis-
itors to at Winyates Green
Allotment Association’s
open day last Saturday.
Organisers said the day
went extremely well, and
included lots of stalls from
crafts, tombola, jewel-

lery making, cakes and
home-grown fruit and veg.
Visitors got to see the
vegetable beds, colour-
ful flower borders, and
displays of fruit and veg-
etables.

Claire Deykin, from the
association, said: “The

whole day took a lot of
hard work and planning
by all those involved. It
brought the community
together and in return
made much-needed funds
for the benefit of the allot-
ments and out plot hold-
ers.”

Man faces four charges of shoplifting

A BROMSGROVE man has
been charged with shoplift-
ing and breaching a crimi-
nal behaviour order (CBO).

Steven Fellows, 36, of
Turntable Avenue, was
charged with four counts
of theft from a shop and
one count of breaching the
terms of a CBO. Fellows
was due to appear before
Kidderminster Magistrates’

Court on Tuesday, as the
Standard went to press.

TWO men have been
. charged with shop-

lifting offences in
Redditch.

Marius Gheorghe, 33, of
Oscott Road, Perry Barr,
Birmingham, and Florin
Tudor, 39, of Haughton
Road, Birmingham,

appeared before
Kidderminster Magistrates’
Court on Monday.

Gheorghe was charged
with eight counts of theft
from shop and Tudor
with two counts of theft
from shop. They were
bailed with conditions to
appear before Redditch
Magistrates’ Court on
January 19, 2026.

The UK u3a national body is a registered charity with the aim of

LEARN, LAUGH, LIVE!

g Ud Qi
/i OPEN Redditch

he’:’)ee lasp ,

AFTERN OON iz

Tuesday 19th August 2025, 2 — 4pm
at The Bridge Church Community Hall,
Evesham Road, Headless Cross, B97 4JX

¥ B
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Not in full time employment ?
Come and find out abouk
u3a and all the
activities we offer

|
Everyone Welcome -

Free Entry
including tea/coffee & biscuits

Parking available at Headless Cross Carpark
For those with less mobility, parking is available behind The Bridge Church Community Hall

For more information visit our website redditch.u3asite.uk

encouraging groups of people no longer in full-time work to come together
and continue their enjoyment of learning subjects of interest to them.
Redditch u3a has 26 interest groups and activities which hold monthly
meetings at various venues throughout the town:

General Meeting with guest speakers

18t Tuesday meeting *
Ancient History

Art Appreciation
Coffee and Chat
Computer Users
Exploring Science
French Conversation
Games Cafe
Intermediate German
Moving to Music
Philosophy
Research Help Desk
Shakespeare

Awesome Amblers
Book Group
Computer Help Desk
Events and Outings
Family History
Games and Puzzles
History

Lunch Club

Music in Our Time
Poetry

Roving Ramblers
Stitch and Chat

*Includes our Games Café, Computer Help Desk, Games and Puzzles,
Family History Research Desk, Stitch + Chat, and our

New Members’ meeting.

And we are always happy to hear from anyone who has a particular

interest they would like to see started.

We hope you will come along and enjoy meeting the u3a Team!

For more information, visit our website, redditch.u3asite.uk
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(Garden to com

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.
com

A NEW sensory garden has
been designed and built at
Droitwich Spa High School
to combat students’ increas-
ing mental health challenges
following post-pandemic iso-
lation.

Designed and built with input
from students themselves, the gar-
den is the latest addition to The
Link - a dedicated facility created
to support young people struggling
with anxiety and school avoidance.

The garden has a range of features
to stimulate students’ senses rang-
ing from relaxing furniture, water
features and bundles of herbs.

The space also features a geo-
dome among the trees and encour-
ages biodiversity through bird-feed-
ers, bird baths and plans for a
wildflower garden.

Students have praised the impact.
Amber, who helped with the gar-
den, said: “It's helped me with my
studies and made me more comfort-
able talking to new people.”

“The Link is a home where every-
one is accepted and understood. It
was one of the best decisions I've
ever made.”

Funding for the garden came
from a Wychavon Social Mobility
Grant and a Worcestershire County
Council’s Public Health grant.

Kim Jones, the school’s co-ordina-
tor for vulnerable learners who has
led The Link project, expressed her
thanks to co-headteachers Gemma
Lloyd Davies and Claire Moss for
their support for the project.

She said: “Like many schools
since the pandemic, we've seen
anxiety and school avoidance reach
unprecedented levels.

“We knew we had to re-engage
students struggling with their men-
tal health and create an interven-
tion that offered a clear, supportive
pathway back into education.”

The garden complements The
Link, a pioneering scheme launched
in response to the growing mental
health challenges faced by students

- e

post-pandemic.

Housed in a repurposed care-
taker’s bungalow, The Link offers a
nurturing, alternative environment
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bat school stress

with three colour-themed zones to
maintain a sense of school identity.

Through consultation and obser-
vation, the school identified key
barriers to attendance, including
sensory overload, fear of academic
failure, and separation anxiety.

This year, The Link supported 20
students, including seven in Year
11.

All sat exams in English, maths
and science, with some also com-
pleting qualifications in art, child
development, and health and social
care.

Visit: wychavon.gov.uk/commu-
nity-and-living/social-mobility and:
worcestershire.gov.uk/ for more
information on the grants and how
to apply.

Students joined by school
staff and Wychavon social
mobility officer Leonie Silk
and Coun Richard Morris in
The Link’s sensory garden. s

AS | talk to businesses across
Bromsgrove, the need to reindus-
trialise the UK and reinvigorate
manufacturing in our country could
not be more urgent.

Whilst globalisation has undoubt-
edly boosted prosperity, it's also
undeniably, over many decades,
led to the deindustrialisation of
the UK.

And whilst the UK has reduced
carbon emissions, this hasn’t been
delivered through great innovation,
instead we’'ve swapped ‘Made in
the UK’ for ‘Made in China’ at

the expense of British jobs and
skills.

If we want the sustained levels
of high economic growth that
Governments have been search-
ing for, we need to reinvigor-

Westminster Diary
Bradley Thomas MP ﬁ
d

writes for The Standar:

business-friendly Government.
We then need a regulatory
system that doesn’t over burden
businesses with unnecessary
red tape that holds them back.
And we need a competitive

ate our country’s manufacturing
base.

It first starts with education and
ensuring children and young peo-
ple are learning the skills our econ-
omy needs. This must be shaped
by businesses - providing them
with a pipeline of British talent to
help their businesses grow and

expand.

We then need to ensure jobs
are there for them when they finish
school, college or university.

To do that we need a Government
that understands business and
backs risk takers.

Whacking up National Insurance
for employers is not the policy of a

tax system to make it attractive
for businesses to return manufac-
turing back to the UK from abroad.

Our economy isn't in a good
place right now, and local busi-
nesses are working hard to weath-
er the storm. But it doesn’t have to
be this way.

By reindustrialising our country

not only will we create more British
jobs for British people, therefore
reducing our reliance on mass
migration, we will boost our econ-
omy — generating more funding for
the public services we all rely on.

A better future is possible - it's
just going to take a lot of hard-
work, a clear vision and political
will to deliver what our country so
desperately needs.

Bradley Thomas
Bromsgrove MP

THE

JOHNSONS

01564
510 307

@ GCreat value short breaks departing soon

@ Limited availability

@ |deal for last-minute plans

@ Comfortable coach travel

® Quality accommodation

@ Easy booking by phone or online

BROCHURE

Request your copy today or view it online at: www.johnsonscoclches.co.uk orscan the QR code.

As we always like to say... Travel with Johnsons - Travel with Friends!
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MP makes plea
over inquiry into
grooming gangs

A CROSS-PARTY letter
to the Prime Minister
demanding victims and
survivors are ‘at the
heart’ of the National
Inquiry into Grooming
Gangs has been backed

by Bromsgrove MP
Bradley Thomas.
Mr Thomas previously

voted for a national inquiry
and was one of the signato-
ries to the amendment which
made the vote possible in
Parliament.

However, the Government
used its majority to block an
inquiry. Prime Minister Sir
Keir Starmer later U-turned
and a National Inquiry
into Grooming Gangs was
announced.

Now Mr Thomas has signed
a cross-party letter, led by
Robbie Moore MP, which
demands the inquiry must
be survivor-led in its design,
scope and delivery.

The letter also sets out
three clear principles Mr
Thomas and the co-signato-
ries believe the inquiry must
follow.

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham
@bullivantmedia.com

This includes continued
prosecutions of the perpe-
trators, an independent, sur-
vivor trusted mechanism to
ensure Ssurvivors can come
forward safely and demands
survivors have formal, mean-
ingful roles in shaping the
inquiry’s work.

Mr Thomas said: “The
National Inquiry into
Grooming Gangs must get to
the truth about the extent of
the abuse and any cover-up,
and it must go further than
previous inquiries.

“For this to happen, it's
vital that the Government
puts victims and survivors at
the heart of the national rape
gangs inquiry.

“The Government can do
this by ensuring perpetrators
continue to be prosecuted,
ensuring survivors feel safe
to come forward and by giv-
ing survivors formal, mean-
ingful roles in shaping the
inquiry’s work.

“The British state failed the
victims of these sickening
crimes.

“We need to examine the
failings among police, pros-
ecutors, charities, academ-
ics, local and national gov-
ernment, consider the racial
and cultural backgrounds of
the perpetrators and how
that contributed to these
crimes, identify those public
servants who facilitated or
ignored this abuse so they
can be removed from their
roles and any foreign nation-
als involved in the abuse
must also be deported.

“Justice must be done, and
the truth must out.”

Redditch MP Chris Bloore
has also come out in support
of the inquiry.

He said although he hasn’t
signed the letter, he has
backed the calls to continue
the prosecutions, and hopes
that survivors at the heart of
the inquiry get justice.

“I look forward to contrib-
uting to the terms of the
inquiry when it comes before
the House of Commons,” he
added.
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Bromsgrove and Redditch Safer Neig hood Insp

which are illegal on the roads. s

Rich Field with e-scooters

Police issue warning over e-scooters

REDDITCH Police have
put out a warning on
social media about

the correct way to use
e-scooters and e-bikes.

Officers are reminding
people that, although it
is legal to buy e-scooters,
the use of them and hover-
boards is illegal on public
roads, pavements, cycle
lanes and pedestrian-only
areas.

Hoverboards, also
known as self-balancing
scooters, are not legal for
road use and cannot be
ridden on the pavement as
this would be an offence
under section 72 of the
Highways Act 1835.

E-scooters and hover-
boards can only be ridden

on private land with the
permission of the land-
owner.

The vehicles are classed
by the government as
‘Powered Transporters’
and fall under the same
laws and regulations that
apply to all motor vehi-
cles in terms of requir-
ing insurance, tax, MOT,
licence, and registration.

A spokesperson for
West Mercia Police said:
“There is no mechanism in
place currently to obtain
insurance, tax, MoT,
licence, and registration
of for e-scooters so as this
requirement can’t be met,
their use in public areas
is illegal, anyone found
using them in public areas

risks having the e-scooter
seized.”

For e-bikes, the law
states that people can ride
an electric bike if you're
14 or over, so long as it
is an ‘electrically assisted
pedal cycle’ (EAPC) and
the motor used must be of
no more than 250 watts.

EAPCs can be ridden
anywhere a regular bicycle
is permitted, including
roads, cycle lanes, and
bridleways, but cannot
be ridden on pavements,
unless that part of the
pavement is specifically
designated for cycling.

The police added:
“Anyone found not adher-
ing to these laws will be
dealt with as appropriate.”

County Tree Surgeons have been
trusted tree surgeons in Redditch
and the surrounding area for over 15
years, specialising in tree reduction
and removal. A family run business
with values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

DEAN SIMPSON

COUNTY TREE.SURGEONS

¢ Fencing

v All aspects of tree work
undertaken

v Specialist in tree removal/
reductions

v Hedge maintenance
v/ Storm damage work
v Tree stump grinding service

v  Conifer trees topped or felled

v Call out work
v Fast clean service
v, Free estimates

Tel 01527 404240
Mobile 07969 895316

WWww.countytreesurgeons.com

v/ Fully insured

v All work carried out to BS3998
standard
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From Results to Next Steps:
Drop into HoW College’s
GCSE Advice Cafes!

Heart of Worcestershire College (HoW
College) are opening the doors this August
for their informative GCSE Advice Cafes!
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Taking place across the Worcester, Redditch and Bromsgrove campuses on the 21st, 22nd and 26th
August, these drop-in events are perfect for those who have taken their GCSEs this summer and are
wondering what comes next.

Whether you’re considering an apprenticeship, T Level or vocational course, HoW College’s academic
and business support staff will be on hand on all three days to talk through your results, explore
options, help you find the best course and offer expert advice and guidance on your next steps.

Whilst you’re there you can also take a look round the College’s state-of-the-art facilities and get a
feel for where your next chapter could begin.

When: Thursday 21st August - 10am - 8pm
Friday 22nd August - 10am - Tpm
Tuesday 26th August - 10am - Tpm

Where: Redditch, Bromsgrove, Worcester
campuses

Who: Anyone who has taken their GCSEs
this summer

HoW College is the largest further education /
college in Worcestershire, offering a wide range 4 a
s~

of post-16 options from apprenticeships and \

T Levels to vocational courses. With courses in - 5"
everything from art and design, hair and beauty Ll
and computing to public services, travel and \‘
tourism, sport and more, HoW College offers ;

pathways for every career goal.

HOWCOLLEGE.AC.UK e
#SHOWYOUHoW WORCESTERSHIRE
[ X X )
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(xearing up for epic
mile munching trek

A WYCHAVON planning
officer is temporarily ditch-
ing the meetings to get
behind the wheel of his
beloved Triumph for an epic
near-2,000 mile fundraising
roadtrip across the UK.

Going beyond his usual driving
route through Wychavon, Andrew
Ford has signed up to undertake a
gruelling 1,900-mile drive around
Britain - in just 48 hours - in his
classic 1969 Triumph Vitesse.

With his son, Tom, as co-driver
in this non-stop endurance drive,
Andrew will first travel from the
start in Knebworth, Hertfordshire
to John O’Groats in north-east
Scotland.

The pair will then motor down
through central Wales to Land’s
End in Cornwall before making
the final leg of the journey back to
their starting point.

Andrew and Tom will join
approximately 90 drivers taking
part in the 29th Club Triumph
Round Britain Reliability Run over
the weekend of October 3 and 5 in
aid of Parkinsons UK.

Andrew, who is Wychavon’'s
principal planning officer, said:
“The event has been running bien-
nially since the 1960s in Triumph
cars from the period, mainly 60s
and 70s models.

“So, a test for vehicles and driv-
ers, particularly as the latter is of
the same vintage.

“I've owned the car for 15 years.
It is well maintained so should
be up to the challenge but I must
make sure I take along a few key
spare parts.

“'m not super mechanical-
ly minded but cars of this age
are much simpler with less to go
wrong and repairs can be made
at the roadside - although good
breakdown cover is a must.”

This will be the first time Andrew
has taken the car any significant
distance and although he had been
eyeing up the route for some time,
he did not have a co-driver until
Tom, who has just finished univer-
sity, agreed to join him.

To break up the journey there
will be a number of short ‘control’

Father and
~ son, Andrew
' and Tom,
are on a mis-
sion to travel
round Britain
n a Triumph
Vitesse in 48
hours to raise
money for
Parkinsons
UK. s

stops where he will need to sign
in and then the two longer stops
at John O’Groats and Land’s End
where both men and machine will
refuel.

Driving will be shared between
the two every couple of hours
while each has the chance to grab
some sleep.

Andrew added: “The distance is
daunting without doubt and clearly
tiring, especially towards the end
of the weekend.

“But we’ll both support each
other as we go round, and there is
also support and camaraderie from
the other crews on the route.”

Visit: wonderful.org/
fundraisers/7bbmV to sponsor
Andrew.
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The Droitwich Arts Network Hub, Droitwich Spa was vacated by the
organisation on Saturday (August 9). Picture by Marcus Mingins

0725009MMR

DROITWICH Arts Network
(DAN) has shared details of
proposals to transition into
a Community Interest Company
(CIC).

The organisation currently oper-
ates as an unincorporated associa-
tion with plans to host a meeting in
September to discuss the proposed
incorporation with members.

Unincorporated organisations,
as DAN currently exists, cannot
own property, employ staff, or sign
contracts.

By becoming a CIC, DAN would
establish itself as a legal entity,
capable of owning assets, signing
agreements and applying for sub-
stantial grants.

Importantly, the new structure
would also protect committee mem-
bers and volunteers from personal
liability, which they currently face in
the event of legal action.

CICs are specifically designed for
social enterprises, requiring them
to have a clear community benefit

purpose and an ‘asset lock’ that
ensures profits are used for that
purpose.

The problems with the nature
of the organisation’s structure has
been highlighted by recent nego-
tiations involving its premises at St
Andrew’s Square.

The organisations base of oper-
ations, The Hub in St Andrews
Square shopping centre, is cur-
rently under offer with a new ten-
ant meaning the arts network was
ordered to vacate its home on
Saturday.

Droitwich Arts Network’s extraor-
dinary general meeting on the topic
of CIC incorporation will begin at
7pm at Rotary House, Cortbett
Avenue, Droitwich on September 2
with all members invited.

Visit: droitwichstandard.co.uk to
read more about The Hub’s clo-
sure.

Go to: droitwichartsnetwork.org/
for more information on DAN.
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5 GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
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are the best!

Collection Service Available

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU378AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
SUMMER SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

20% § 3
(:«} = OFF 1
Cloud Zerto

Exemption where
applicable
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TORE
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KING SIZE FOR THE
PRICE OF A DOUBLE OR
SUPER KING FOR THE
PRICE OF A KING

—~ | = oS A ; 3 = .
UK MADE FULLY ASSEMBLED 0 | 1vING ROOM/DINING ROOM RANGE  NEW LIVE EDGE DINING SET IN STORE m.u.',‘u ¥ eﬁ%",ﬂ%’%ﬂ.’.‘.&‘w‘.’% UING SOON !
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UK MADE, BESPOKE SIZES AVAILABLE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE

SER LARGE RANGE IN UK MADE CORNER GHOUP, MANAGERS SPECIAL
HECLINERS STOR WAS £1495 NOW £995 !! LIMITED STOCK NEW CHAISE SOFA ] STORE

01905 796507 - info@svfonline.co.uk
21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ
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Robert (far left) on holiday with his
Grandfather Bill Cole and other relatives.

Cousins Furniture Celebrates 40 Years:
The Future is Bright

This year marks 40 years of Cousins Furniture
furnishing homes across the Midlands, Shropshire,
and beyond. Join us in-store to celebrate our
heritage, reflect on the past, and look forward to a
bright future.

Cole of Bilston delivery truck circa 1970

A Century of Roots

Cousins opened in 1985, but its story began in 1921 when Bill Cole
founded ‘Coles of Bilston,” a reclamation yard turned thriving
business—complete with a private zoo! On August 17, 1985, cousins
Robert and Edward Shotton and William Cole opened the first
Cousins store in Tyseley, Birmingham, quickly becoming a
destination for families.

A Family Business

Cousins grew with the opening of a Dudley store in 1996. Today, it is
the Midlands’ largest family-run furniture retailer, still led by
Chairman Robert Shotton and his son John, who personally
oversee quality and value.

Robert & Edward Shotton along with Faith Brown Rose Shotton -Robert & Edward’s mother- cuts
at the opening of Tyseley store in 1985. the ribbon at the opening of the Dudley store in
1996.

The Standard, Friday August 15, 2025

Expansion & Innovation

In 2020, Cousins acquired former Alan Ward stores in Shrewsbury
and Newcastle-under-Lyme, fulfilling 1,000+ outstanding orders
and expanding reach. Distribution centres in Oldbury and
Shrewsbury now serve the Midlands and Wales with fast delivery.

Trusted for 40 Years

Partnering with leading British brands like Parker Knoll, G Plan,
Frcol, ViSpring, and Hypnos, over 60% of Cousins’ customers are
repeat buyers or referrals—proof of lasting quality and service.

Always Moving Forward
Cousins adapts to evolving lifestyles with bespoke made-to-order
ranges, a growing online store, and in-store features like the Deja
Brew café (Shrewsbury), accessories, and flooring—everything to
furnish a home under one roof.

After the refurbishment of Tyseley store in Cousins 38th Anniversary - Shotton family.

1997.

A Bright Future

Recent refurbishments include a new Dudley entrance and ongoing
upgrades in Shrewsbury and Tyseley. “People need to be inspired
when shopping,” says Chairman Robert Shotton.

Commitment to Sustainability

Cousins recycles 1,000+ beds, uses low-emission vans, has installed
solar panels, provides EV chargers, and offers FSC-certified
reclaimed furniture—furnishing homes responsibly for the future.

Visit Cousins in Birmingham, Dudley,

Newcastle-under-Lyme, or Shrewsbury to celebrate
40 years and create a home you'll love.

New modern entrance at Dudley store completed 2024.
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Interest
| Free Credit
Available

Tyse!

ANNIVERSARY OFFERS THROUGHOUT THE STORES

COUSINS| e

FURNITURE
cousinsfurniture.co.uk

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE: Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE Cash price £1,200. Interest rate 0% fixed. £300 deposit, then 12 of £75 (0% APR
Offer not available on clearance items, or in store concessions.
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Charity day hits sweet spot

THE
Butcher’s Block on
Bromsgrove High Street
has so far raised £600
after holding its annual
charity day on Saturday.

Lilith and Michelle Holsey-
Sheppard put on the extrava-
ganza every year on the anni-
versary of the shop which this
year celebrated seven years in |
the town.

The funds, which the pair
hope will hit £900 in total, will
go to Ladies Fighting Breast
Cancer, The Basement Project
and Sapcote Memory Hub which
provides dementia support.

POPULAR V*

Lilith said: “The response we
had on the day was insane.

“We had both Ladies Fighting
Breast Cancer and The Basement
Project visit us through the day

after making $600 on
the day, they are on
track to hit $900 by the

end of August.”
Michelle added:
“Because we choose

three charities to sup-
port each year, our goal
is always to get a mini-
mum of £300 each.

“That doesn’t seen
like much but actually
can help a lot locally. “

Lilith and Michelle
also fundraise all through
the year after launching their
Sunday dinners on Mother’s Day
this year.

Neighbourhood on Rubery high
street, they donate £3 from
every Sunday dinner served at
their pop-up to local causes.

They take place on the last
Sunday of every month, ensur-
ing the money goes back to the
local community.

Check out @butchersblock-
bromsgrove on social media or
visit the shop on the high street
for more.

Lilith and Michelle,

from Butcher’s Block in
Bromsgrove, hosted a
successful charity day, whch
included a selection of special

and are pleaded to announce,

Working

with The
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PARLIAMENT has now risen
for the summer recess after a
packed few weeks of debates,
announcements and interna-
tional engagement.

From welfare policy develop-

Westminster Diary

Nigel Huddleston MP writes

- for The Standard

ments to high-profile visits and
changes to my own role in the
Shadow Cabinet, there’s been
plenty happening as the summer
term came to a close.

Recent changes to the
Government’s welfare reform

the long-term sustainability of
proposed reforms to health and
disability benefits has now been
withdrawn, despite forecasts

£100billion by 2030.

plans have raised concerns about

public finances. A key element of

spending in this area could reach

With no alternative savings plan
announced, the Office for Budget
Responsibility has questioned
how this gap will be addressed.
A fair and compassionate welfare
system is vital, but it must also
be financially sustainable. | will
continue to follow developments
closely and ensure local con-
cerns are heard.

It was a privilege to be in the
Royal Gallery to hear French
President Emmanuel Macron

address members of both
Houses.

He spoke of the enduring
partnership between the UK
and France, our shared values,
and the importance of working
together on global challenges
such as climate change, migra-

tion, and support for Ukraine.

| attended a Parliamentary
event hosted by Glaucoma UK to
highlight the importance of early
detection of Glaucoma in pre-
venting sight loss.

Glaucoma is one of the leading
causes of preventable blindness
in the UK and often develops
without symptoms in the early
stages.

If it's been a while since your
last eye test, | encourage you to

book one - it’s quick and could
protect your sight.

| was pleased to meet with the
British Beer and Pub Association
to discuss the importance of our
pub sector, which contributes
more than £34billion to the UK
economy and supports more
than a million jobs. Pubs remain
central to our communities and
I'll continue to support measures
that help them succeed.

As part of a Parliamentary del-
egation, | visited Washington, DC
for meetings with members of the
US Congress and Senate.

We discussed a wide range of
issues, including trade, security,
artificial intelligence, and the
UK-US relationship. It was clear
that our longstanding partner-

A fair and compassionate welfare state also needs to be sustainable

ship remains strong and deeply
valued.
| was honoured to be appointed
Shadow Secretary of State for
Culture, Media and Sport, a
department | previously served
in as a Minister. | look forward
to holding the Government to
account across a range of sec-
tors - from sport and tourism to the
arts, broadcasting and civil society.
It has also been a privilege
to serve as co-chairman of the
Conservative Party over the past
10 months. | leave that role with
great memories, new friendships,
and gratitude for the opportunity.

Nigel Huddleston,
MP for Droitwich and
Evesham

I Lunchtime Specials and

" Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Charity joins
wider outcry
over protests

A REFUGEE charity has joined
forces with more than 200 other
organisations to condemn the rac-
ist anti-migrant protests which took
place at the weekend.

Bromsgrove and Redditch Welcome
Refugees (BRWR) joined the likes of
Amnesty International and Oxfam in
signing an open letter that was deliv-
ered to UK political leaders on Monday
demanding an end to the divisive poli-
tics, racist rhetoric and demonising
language used to describe migration.

The open letter stated anti-refugee
protests across the country had been
distressing to witness, with echoes of
last summer’s riots making them all the
more alarming.

It tells UK party leaders to take
action.

BRWR, which has recently become
a charity, supports about 200 refugees
from Ukraine, Afghanistan, Iran and
Syria in and around the two towns.

Chair Yvonne Rendell condemned the
recent protests.

She said: “These demonstrators are
badly misinformed by comments and
skewed data from some politicians
and others with extremely right wing
views.

“The desperate people who risk their
lives crossing the channel in search of
sanctuary, because they feel they have

no alternative, make up only a small
minority. Most of them are eventually
granted asylum because they are genu-
ine cases.

“The refugees we support have fled
from horrendous circumstances that
are almost possible to imagine. Many
have had to leave behind friends and
family who still face the constant threat
of wolence, war, persecution or even
worse.”

Yvonne said the refugees needed to
be given sanctuary and compassion and
not be faced with racism and hatred.

“Our refugee friends and other immi-
grants and asylum seekers just want
somewhere safe to live, somewhere to
earn a reasonable wage, pay their taxes
and bring up their children.

“Almost all would rather be in their
own countries, but for the horrendous
circumstances that they’ve been forced
to flee from.

“It’s long past the time for political
leaders to act for the good of the coun-
try and to tell the truth, not to pander to
the extremists because they’re worried
about the polls.

“They must stop fanning the flames
of these protests with racist rhetoric
and stop using migrants as scapegoats
for problems that have nothing to do
with them.”

Visit brwr.uk for more information.
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Sgt Dave Roberts is moving on to pastures new. s

Standing down after 30 years

‘WEST MERCIA police are bidding a fond
farewell Sgt Dave Roberts, as he hangs up his
pocket notebook and radio after 30 years of
service.

Sgt Roberts is a well-known face around
Redditch after three decades of unwavering com-
mitment to public service in Worcestershire and
will be dearly missed by officers and colleagues
at West Mercia, as well as partner agencies and
communities the force works with.

He will move on to pastures new in a new role
with a neighbouring force.

Insp Rich Field said: “Today we mark the
retirement of Police Sergeant David Roberts, a

colleague whose career has spanned over three
decades of dedicated public service — first with
British Transport Police and then with West
Mercia Police from 2003 to this year.

“Dave’s career has been defined by his unwa-
vering commitment to community policing, his
operational leadership and his ability to bring
both professionalism and personality to every
role he’s held.

“From his early days in Rubery through to his
final posting with the Safer Neighbourhood Team
in Redditch, Dave has consistently demonstrated
integrity, compassion and a deep-rooted sense of

ty.”

‘7/ze New

WESTON SUPER-MARE
FANTASTIC FIVE DAY BREAKS

**Four Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment

**Qptional Coach Pick Up

Monday 25th Aug - Friday 29th Aug
Monday 1st Sept - Friday 5th Sept

Was £345 NOW £295pp
Was £339 NOW £289pp

L LS

Amazing R
Offers ‘

Up To
2 5% -
Off

FREE BAR WEEKENDS

**Three Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment

**Optional Coach Pick Up **FREE BAR 6pm-10pm

Friday 22nd Aug - Monday 25th Aug
Friday 29th Aug - Monday 1st Sept
Friday 5th Sept - Monday 8th Sept

Was £329 NOW £279pp
Was £329 NOW £269pp
Was £329 NOW £269pp

Monday 8th Sept - Friday 12th Sept
Monday 22nd Sept - Friday 26th Sept
Monday 29th Sept - Friday 3rd Oct
Monday 6th Oct - Friday 10th Oct
Monday 20th Oct - Friday 24th Oct

Was £335 NOW £285pp
Was £335 NOW £285pp
Was £329 NOW £279pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp

Was £325 NOW £265pp
Was £325 NOW £265pp
Was £319 NOW £255pp
Was £309 NOW £249pp

Friday 12th Sept - Monday 15th Sept
Friday 19th Sept - Monday 22nd Sept
Friday 3rd Oct - Monday 6th Oct
Friday 17th Oct - Monday 20th Oct

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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nngnaturalhistory,

RIGHT -

Don’t get to
close. Picture by
Marcus Mingins
3225012MMR2

LEFT -

It’s not scary.
Picture by
Marcus Mingins
3225012MMR3

Travelling Natural History Museums Peter Ta Bois and Kay Lane introduce Primrose (ten)

Dino fun at park

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

THE DINOSAUR takeover of Arrow
Valley Country Park in Redditch proved
a ‘rex’hilerating day for all.

Last Thursday August 7, the Country
Park welcomed over 700 people as ani-
matronic dinosaurs transformed the park
into Jurassic Valley thanks to the Travelling
Natural History Museum.

The event saw the opportunity for resi-

dents to get involved with fossil digging,
regular arena shows with Reggie Rex, and
meet and greets with mini baby Dino pup-
pets. Redditch Borough Council’s Portfolio
Holder for Leisure and Recreation, Coun
Juliet Barker Smith, said: “The programme
of Summer Fun is absolutely jam-packed
with something for everyone to enjoy.

“The best bit is, all of the events are free,
delivering for our communities when budg-
ets are getting tighter every day.

Visit  redditchbc.gov.uk/things-to-do/
events/events-in-the-borough/ for the full

and Zinnia (seven) to the dinosaurs. Picture by Marcus Mingins 3225012MMR1

list of events and timings.

Bromsgrove, Droitwich, and Studley based
funeral directors, James Giles & Sons Ltd, will
be participating in the 2025 Pavestone Rally -
one of the construction industry’s biggest
charity fundraising initiatives - this September
(3-6 September).

James, Kerri, Damien, and Andy from James Giles & Sons Ltd
will form one of at least 30 rally teams which will purchase
their own rally car for less than a £2,000 and then undertake
an exhilarating four-day journey through northern Europe to
raise money for five charities. Each team must raise a minimum
of £2,000 for charity and is strongly encouraged to wear fancy
dress to match a theme which is set for every day of the event.

Covering Germany, Sweden, Denmark and the Netherlands,
this year's rally is raising funds for the Teenage Cancer Trust,
the Variety Children’s Charity, CRASH and Lighthouse
Construction Charities. Each team also gets to nominate a
charity of their own choice with the James Giles team choosing
to support Huntington’s Disease Association.

James Giles, the Director of James Giles & Sons Ltd said: “As a
family owned and run funeral directors, we are committed to
honouring the values of kindness and compassion in everything
we do and to supporting people from all walks of life. When
we first heard about the rally from a former participant, we
knew we wanted to be involved. The Rally gives us the chance
to make a real difference to some very deserving charities as
well as to enjoy what promises to be a very interesting and
enjoyable four days participating in an event which has been
IR < described as a mixture of Wacky Races and Top Gear!”

Now nits fifth year, the 2025 Pavestone Rally has sel a fundraising target of £250,000, exceeding the £217,000 raised last vear.
To supportthe James Giles & Sons Ltd team, please visit: https://sponsorme.charitiesirust.org/event/32:d18i85-568h-4204-99ac-h7e6¢29d5173

Or go to our Facehook James Giles & Sons Lul’ or our Instagram @jamesgiles_sons to follow our journey and o also see our pinned posts to donate through there.
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What if we could transform
vour kitchen in just one day?

using our made to measure replacement
Kitchen Doors & Worktops System

Very little mess - Very big Savings!
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R
(') (] Bea e akeo a om aro £3000
A 0]

Request a brochure today to see how you can transfForm your kitchen
for much less than a total replacement and in less than half the time -
But For Half Price Fitting you must move Fast so you don’t miss out!

Request a brochure 01384 293654
Book a home visit 0330 321 0461

Visit us online

) & WORKTOPS |
www.doorsandworktops.com & WORKTOPS
since 2005

Door Sales Group Main Office: Doors House Wordsley Green West Midlands DY8 5PD - Telephone 01384 660065 - 01384 293654




PAGE 18

The fine art
of winning

VISITORS to this year’s
Worcestershire Open Studios event
are in with a chance of winning a
£250 voucher to spend on an artist
of their choice.

Those who make a trip to one of
the 167 studio spaces hosted by
artists for the event can complete a
short visitor feedback survey to be
entered into the prize draw.

“We hope that this year’s event
will attract a great turn out,” said
event organiser and featuring artist,
Gemma Griffiths.

"It’s a fantastic free opportunity
not only to support the county’s
growing artistic community but also
to visit some truly lovely rural loca-
tions and to see the inside of some
fascinating buildings ranging from
a famous Worcester townhouse,
once visited by Elgar, through to
a charming converted pigsty and
everything in between.”

“We know wherever visitors
choose to go that a warm welcome,
some great art and a truly inspiring
creative experience awaits them.”

Worcestershire Open Studios is
returning for its 10th anniversary
with August Art Week - a showcase
of artists and makers across the
county who will open their creative
spaces for visitors completely free.

The art week, scheduled for
August 16 to 25, will feature a
diverse ranges of artists and makers
with painters, printers, sculptors,
ceramists, jewellers, calligraphers
and lots of other disciplines repre-
sented.

Visit www.worcestershireopens-
tudios.org/ for more information.
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Police events offer range
of advice agamst crime

WORKING in partnershlp to
drive down emissions, Police
and Crime Commissioner John
Campion and West Mercia
Police are aiming to be a Net
Zero police force before 2050.

Events took place at police HQ
and Redditch Police Station last
week for National Cycle to Work
Day, and focused on supporting
police officers and police staff to
commute to work in an environ-
mentally friendly way.

It included a range of stalls
which gave them tips on how
to cycle safely and how to deter
theft through technology like
SmartWater, as well as an oppor-
tunity to get behind the wheel of
electric cars.

These events are just one part
of the ongoing work taking place
to support behaviour change to
ensure all parts of the organisa-
tion, from the workforce to the
estate, do all they can to reduce
the environmental footprint of
policing to benefit local communi-
ties and the planet.

PCC John Campion said: “I
know the public expects a police
force that rises to the challenges
of the day, and there are few more
pressing than environmental sus-
tainability.

“That’s why, as set out in my
police and crime plan, I am
focused on ensuring policing in
West Mercia is playing its part
and that includes supporting and

B

-

Events included a range of stalls which gave them tips on how to cycle safely. s

encouraging our workforce to take
up greener methods of transport.

“This is of course only one part,
and that’s why we continue to
make progress to transition our
fleet to electric, reduce emis-
sions through our estate, and cut
waste.”

Superintendent Stuart Bill, West
Mercia Police Force Operations,

said: “All road users have a right
to feel safe on the roads and
recent changes in the

Highway Code now place great-
er responsibility on motorists to
ensure they are doing all they can
to keep cyclists safe.

“Using a bike is not only more
sustainable and good for the envi-
ronment, it’s also an effective way

to improve your general health
and well-being.

“Cycle to Work Day has been
a fantastic opportunity to show-
case the facilities, technology, and
equipment available to support
the workforce in commuting tc
work in a healthier, safer, and
more sustainable way, be that
using a bike or electric vehicle.”

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

18

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk



The Standard, Friday August 15, 2025

Making sure they
stay safe in thel

school holidays
starts in the home

COUNTER Terrorism Policing
‘West Midlands, which covers the
‘West Mercia Police area, is urg-
ing parents to help keep their
children safe online over the
summer break.

With the school holidays under-
way, young people will be spending
more time online and they want to
remind parents and guardians to
ensure they know how to manage
their children’s online safety, and
remind them of the things they can
do to support their children to be
safer online.

This follows messages delivered
by Counter Terrorism Policing and
the National Crime Agency last
week, which are increasingly see-
ing children being routinely exposed
to the most serious harmful online
content.

This includes sexual violence; self-
harm and suicide content; extreme
gore; animal cruelty; indecent imag-
es of children; and terrorist content.
This bombardment of online

harms can quickly become normal-
ised. Worryingly, some of the chil-
dren who come to the attention of
Counter Terrorism Policing and the
National Crime Agency are com-
pletely desensitised to extreme and
obscene content.

Parents and guardians are urged
to talk to their children about who
they talk to online and the platforms
they use to better understand the
type of content they are consuming.

They can then support them with
identifying harmful content and
knowing what to do if they come
across something that concerns
them.

Physical measures such as using
parental controls on apps, routers
and individual devices can also
help, but it’s essential that these
take place alongside regular con-
versations to help children and
young people make the right deci-
sions when online.

Detective Chief Superintendent
Alison Hurst, Head of Counter
Terrorism Policing West Midlands,

!
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Police are reminding parents and guardians to ensure they know how to manage their children’s
online safety. s

said: “Unfortunately we know that
nationally more and more young
people are being exposed to harm-
ful content online and led down
dangerous paths because they are
being targeted by criminal gangs
or extremists.

“By speaking directly to parents,
guardians and caregivers, we hope
to increase awareness of the dan-
gers young people may be facing
online, and empower them to feel
confident in supporting their chil-
dren and protecting their safety in

online spaces.

Counter Terrorism Policing
and MI5 are seeing high levels of
young people in terrorism-relat-
ed investigations and 2023 saw
the highest numbers of terror-
ism arrests of young people since
records began.

They said a significant propor-
tion of parents are unaware of their
children’s online safety — who they
talked to, the content they viewed
and the platforms they use.

Internet Matters provides practi-

cal advice to parents on how to
help their children navigate the
ever-changing digital landscape.

Parents and carers can access
information and advice specific to
their child’s age, the apps they use,
or the issue they wish to address.

Anyone with concerns can report
to us by calling 101 or 999 in an
emergency.

If people concerned that some-
one might be taking a dangerous
path, get advice and support via
ACT Early.

BOSWORTH HALL
TURKEY & TINSEL
Departing Mon 1 Dec ‘25

Indulge in some pre-Christmas celebrations

For more information, or to book, please call

Ie%74 03332 342 514 cuote os6

SCARBOROUGH & WHITBY

TURKEY & TINSEL
Departing Mon 8 Dec ‘25

Situated on Yorkshire’s coast between two large

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

Longhridge

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

{cl:u\dn collng
Nigzntnan s 12 il

at the Bosworth Hall Hotel, located in the
Leicestershire countryside. We spend time in
the towns of Stamford and Oakham, explore
the vibrant city of Birmingham and can discover
Shakespeare’s Stratford-upon-Avon.
Your break includes
¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove
' 4 nights at the Bosworth Hall Hotel,
near Market Bosworth (JG3 rating) with
dinner & breakfast (includes traditional
‘Christmas’ dinner)
v/ 2 for 1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
v After-dinner tea & coffee
¢/ Light entertainment every evening
v/ Excursions to Stamford, Oakham
& Birmingham
Optional excursion to
Stratford-upon-Avon (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ £299

bays, Scarborough has been welcoming visitors

for nearly 400 years and provides a lovely

setting for some pre-Christmas celebrations. We

also discover the seaside town of Whitby and

the market town of Beverley.

Your break includes

¢/ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove

v/ 4 nights at a selected hotel, Scarborough
(JG2 or JG3 rating) with dinner & full
English breakfast (includes traditional
‘Christmas’ dinner)

v 2 for 1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

v After-dinner tea & coffee

v/ Light entertainment every evening

v/ Excursions to Whitby & Beverley

Optional excursion to York (E14pp)

5 Days by Coach om@ £269

Single Supplement £80
ded (oach H 3 the Assocation of G
nahonoe
localion may incur [l
RONZ,

Visit us online at * o Sl
BRITISH BRITISH

justgoholidays.com/OS i il

AWARDS
4 2024

Single Supplement £80

L pr A
o 107 days post pubicalion, aler wt
te o call“orull dtais,

e free within inclusive minutes packages otherw

dard Eates oy H justgohols

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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VISIT Worcestershire, in partnership
with Worcestershire County Council,
has launched a new round of special-
ist one to one business consultancy
designed specifically for the tourism
sector.

This latest phase of free business
support builds on the success of
previous programmes, which have
helped 97 small to medium-sized
tourism businesses across the coun-
ty over the past four years.

Tourism businesses are now invit-
ed to get expert hands-on support on
key areas such as team development,
marketing, and business growth.

Coun Alan Amos, cabinet mem-
ber with responsibility for business
and skills at Worcestershire County
Council, said: “Tourism plays a vital
role in Worcestershire’s economy,
supporting jobs, local pride, and
year-round activity. Giving business-
es the support they need to improve
and adapt is key to long-term suc-
cess.

dVice s on ofr

“That’s exactly what this pro-
gramme delivers — practical steps
that strengthen our visitor economy
and our wider growth ambitions.”

Honeybourne Pottery, a hands-on
clay workshop and popular visitor
experience, is among the businesses
that benefited from the previous
programme.

Alan Cusack, Owner of
Honeybourne Pottery said: “The sup-
port from Visit Worcestershire has
been fantastic and has played a key
role in helping us refine areas of our
business strategy and future plans.

“The insights and networking
opportunities have provided us with
practical strategies to grow and con-
nect with more visitors. We’d abso-
lutely recommend the programme
to other local businesses looking to
develop and thrive.”

Visit visitworcestershire.org/trade/
tourism-consultancy for more infor-
mation.
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Sports groups can
tap into support

A PROGRAMME of free support
efforts is being made available
to sports clubs and organisations
across Worcestershire.

Active Herefordshire and
Worcestershire’s Sport Welfare offer
ensures any club in need of guidance
when it comes to the welfare and
safety of its members is available.

This support comes as part of the
wider Sport Welfare Network, which
has been launched across all 43
Active Partnerships in England.

As part of the offer, clubs and
organisations in the sport and physi-
cal activity sector can access appro-
priate advice and guidance, local
training opportunities and events,
signposting to relevant assets and
access to networks where best prac-
tice is shared.

Emily Griffiths, Sport Welfare
Lead at Active Herefordshire and
‘Worcestershire, said: “We want
clubs and organisations deliver-
ing sports and physical activity to
children, young people and adults
across the county know that we are
here for them.

“Things such as general advice,
support with policy and procedure,
creating of resources and signpost-
ing to proper channels and train-
ing opportunities are all things we
can support with. We are incredibly
enthusiastic about the brilliant work
in the sector that takes place across
the counties, and this support is to
help ensure that good work can con-

tinue in the best possible way.”

Since establishment, the Sport
Welfare offer at Active Herefordshire
has provided specialist support
directly to clubs and organisations,
funding for training courses, and
has provided presence at nation-
al panels for governing bodies to
impart key information about wel-
fare and safeguarding.

Stephen Brewster, Chief Executive
Officer at Active Herefordshire
and Worcestershire, said: “We are
proud of the support that we can
offer through our Sport Welfare
offer. Welfare and safeguarding are
instrumental to the running of any
successful group or organisation,
and specialist advice is available to
all operating in this space across

Sport Welfare
lead, Emily
Griffith, talk-
ing to athletes
at the British
Wheelchair
Basketball
Junior
Championships
in Worcester.

both counties.

“We encourage clubs, governing
bodies and organisations operating
throughout the two counties to uti-
lise the support.”

After the Whyte Review in 2022,
Sport England and UK Sport com-
mitted to a number of actions in
UK Sport and Sport England’s
Responses to the Whyte Report
including the embedding of the
Sport Welfare Network.

Active Herefordshire and
Worcestershire also oversees a vari-
ety of initiatives across the two co
unties including the School Games,
This Girl Can and more.

Visit www.activehw.co.uk/sport-
welfareor email activehw@worc.
ac.uk for more information.

L

e

A ARROW VALL
VISITOR CENTRE

THE BOATHOUSE

AT THE ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE

A

) APRIL - SEPT. 9AM - 8PM | OCT. - MARCH OAM - SPM‘:‘

arrowvalley.co.uk
BATTENS DRIVE, REDDITCH, B98 OLJ
f @AVVCRedditch (¢ @theboathouseavve
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The benefits local businesses
can bring to our commumty

Local companies play a pivotal role in reinforcing the fabric of their com-
munities, offering a myriad of benefits that extend beyond their immedi-

ate economic contributions. These enterprises contribute significantly to
the social, cultural, and environmental well-being of their surroundings.

Economic Impact

One of the most significant benefits of
local companies is their positive eco-
nomic impact on the communities they
serve. Local businesses tend to use local
suppliers and hire from the local work-
force, ensuring that the money spent
remains within the community. According
to numerous studies, for every £1 spent
at a local shop, approximately 63p circu-
lates back into the local economy. This
contrasts sharply with national chains,
where a lower proportion of each pound
spent stays in the local area. As a result,
the presence of local businesses boosts

the community’s economic health, sup-
porting job creation and reducing unem-
ployment rates.

Furthermore, local companies often
adapt their offerings to the specific needs
and preferences of their community.
Whether it’s a café that provides organic
produce sourced from regional farms or
a craft shop showcasing local artisans,
these businesses cater to the tastes and
values of their customers. This ability to
tailor products and services fosters a
unique market environment that attracts
residents and visitors alike, enriching the
local economy. >>

FLOO

NEEDS

CARPETS
1985 - 2025

" 40 YEARS

Unit 4, Brockhill Works, Windsor Road, Redditch, B97 6DJ
Tel: 01527 61906 Email: info@windsorcarpets.com
Web: www.windsorcarpets.com

—
TRAaNSPORT & MaiNTENSNCE LTO

A GARAGE YOU CAN TRUS T

. rakes Exhaljsts and Tyres
EgL"f"’Serwcmg
Air. Condﬂg!'@,pmg Y

For the very best personal service, give us a call today on

01527 523456

Unit 2 Upper Crossgate Road,
Park Farm, Redditch B98 7SR

Email: info@avancertransport.co.uk
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Community Engagement

Local companies are often deeply
rooted in their communities. They fre-
quently engage in community events,
sponsorships, and charitable activities,
which can enhance social ties and foster
a sense of belonging among residents.
Many local businesses participate in
community projects, supporting local
schools, sports teams, and charity ini-
tiatives. This engagement cultivates an
environment where local citizens feel
valued and connected to one another.
Moreover, the owners and employees of
local businesses are typically members
of the community themselves, creating
relationships based on familiarity and
trust. This personal connection can
enhance customer loyalty, as consumers
feel more inclined to support businesses
that demonstrate genuine investment in
their community’s welfare. Such relation-
ships can lead to increased social capi-

tal, as businesses become integral to the
community fabric, contributing not only
economically but also socially.

Environmental Sustainability
Local companies often exhibit a com-
mitment to sustainable practices that
benefit the environment. By sourcing
their inputs locally and serving local cus-
tomers, these businesses tend to have a
smaller carbon footprint than their larger,
multinational counterparts. Their proxim-
ity reduces transportation emissions and
encourages sustainable practices that
align with the values of the community.
Many local companies embrace eco-
friendly principles, from implementing
recycling initiatives to using sustainable
materials in their products. For example,
a local bakery might use organic flour
sourced from nearby farms, while a
clothing boutique might prioritise envi-
ronmentally-friendly fabrics. By placing
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emphasis on sustainability, local busi-
nesses inspire residents to adopt similar
practices in their daily lives, promot-
ing a broader culture of environmental
responsibility.

Cultural Enrichment

The cultural contributions of local com-
panies can be profound. They often pro-
vide stage for local artists and craftsmen,
helping to preserve and promote the
unique cultural identity of the commu-
nity. By hosting events, workshops, and
exhibitions, local businesses not only
showcase local talent but also create
opportunities for interaction and collabo-
ration among community members.
Furthermore, local eateries and shops

often reflect the culinary and artistic
heritage of the region. They offer unique
products that tell the story of the area,
fostering a sense of pride among resi-
dents while attracting tourists interested
in authentic experiences. These busi-
nesses serve as ambassadors of local
culture, reinforcing community identity
and cohesion.

Resilience and Innovation

Local companies often exhibit resilience
and innovation in ways larger corpora-
tions may not. Because they are closely
connected to their communities, they
can respond quickly to changing condi-
tions or customer needs. >>

THOMAS BROTHERS

REDDITCH -
01527 547777

WYTHALL
01564 822001
e

‘A famtly concern :

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch,
Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

BROMSGROVE

« ALVECHURCH -+ ALCESTER
0121 445 3422

01527 831700

01789 330939
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...and a few comments from very satisfied customers:
Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working
around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks
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During challenging economic
times or crises, such as the
COVID-19 pandemic, many local
businesses adapted by pivot-
ing their operations, whether by
enhancing their online presence,
offering delivery services, or
creating new products that met
emerging needs.

This adaptability not only ensures
the survival of local businesses
but also strengthens the com-
munity’s economy in the face
of adversity. Communities with
robust local business ecosystems
tend to recover more quickly from
economic downturns, as these
businesses are often more flex-
ible and capable of navigating
change.

Conclusion...

Local companies are essential to the health
and vitality of their communities. From
bolstering the economy and promoting
environmental sustainability to enriching
local culture and fostering strong social

Standard R

honds, the benefits of these enterprises are
far-reaching. As communities grapple with
various societal challenges, supporting
local businesses emerges as a crucial
strategy for building resilient, prosperous,
and vibrant neighbourhoods. By choosing

their economy but also
contribute to the enduring
spirit and identity of their
community.

ARMED FORCES
COVENANT

MEDALL
WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
BROMSGROVE

We Buy
e Medals
e Coins

Experts available Monday to Friday.
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.

Home visits available on request.

01527 835375
07889757199

collectors@worcmedals.com
124 High Street, Bromsgrove, B61 8H]J

o]l f

*Jewellery

e Gold and Silver
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
|

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY

ACROSS DOWN

1. Promotion (11) 2. As before (5)

9. Network of crossed 3. Airman (7)
laths (7) 4. Horrific (6)

10. Pale yellow (5) 5. Mediterranean

11. Inflate (5) island (5)

1 418
2 419

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Best Actress Oscar winners

E]MMAEWILELAHENR
REDSTANSTLRDLEE
ANNTOKKAMITNERE
ECAMNECRNCOMIRS
SMCRRBOIOSREIWE
OODOIELLUPOHTAN
RMNAILAABNOYSWK
EENULSRRDHARAHC
CEBJNOSANILLRKA
ATLAMANEIHTIRYT
FINNTROPLEEZRYH
ERNCHNATAROBEBA
ALEJEPEEINNEAHT
WNCTTYLRCEKLLNE
REEMERSTOLIDMAS

Solutions opposite

7 9 1 3 E :;aLse ber:t?W;Sd) @) 6. Wandering (7)
. Make certain
JDOE s
1 2 18. Deny (7) :
8 ’ 20. Best known 14. Formulated
5 6 417 fabulist (5) knowledge (7)
8 1 22. Meaning (5) 16. Athletic ground (7)
23. Expression of 17. Pearl-producer (6)
613[5 419 approval (7) 19. Soak (5)
119 4 3|2 24. Disposition (11) 21. Disdain (5)
d
HARD (e
7|8 9
3|6 2
12 8 4

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with

a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Bird part
Alcoholic drink
Metal cord

Had on the body

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

Language component

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

42315 gives an element;
KING 619658  gives a second element;
6157 gives charged particles.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9
This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
LORD words, complete the puzzle.

one 9-letter word to be found.

?\
L
0o

N
Y

How you rate
8 words: average
12 words: good

5%

16 words: very good
20 or more: excellent.

20 13 13 20

HlEE .

i Had §H JEa
il i ddad & &
HdEEE . il
24 23 |15_|1 10 |14 20 |25 15
E
" .

i | " |
ol il
il

P
i dads
13

16 |2

25

=

-
il
8

13 |1

il
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|
1
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|
"
10 12
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR

ACROSS

1 Small balls of glass, clay, etc., also known as
taws (7)

4 Seaport of France whose “Burghers” were
immortalised by Rodin (6)

7,14 & 27 Across Book by George and Weedon
Grossmith recounting the life of Charles
Pooter (3,5,2,1,6)

8 See 10 Down
9 Trees whose numbers have decreased due to a
fungus disease (4)
11 Clothes, bedding, etc., for a newborn baby (7)
12 Man of great wisdom (4)
14 See 7 Across
15 See 20 Down
16 Capital of the Seine-Maritime departement,
where Joan of Arc was burned (5)

19 & 26 Across  Pen name of the poet and novelist

famous for Mrs Miniver (3,8)

21

2

23
25
26
27
28

Bivalve shellfish found on sandy or muddy

shores (4)

The --, level stretch in County Kildare, famous

for its racecourse (7)

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (4)

Angle between branch and trunk of a tree (4)

See 19 Across
See 7 Across
Bones enclosing the brain (7)

DOWN

1

Port of Kenya, situated on an island of

5

the same name (7) 6

2 East Sussex town, near the site of a
battle in 1066 (6)

3 &5 Down Musical-comedy star
who played in such musicals as Bitter 13
Sweet (6,4) 17
4 "Dirty British --, with a salt-caked
smoke stack...” (Cargoes, John 18
Masefield) (7)

10 & 8 Across
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SOLUTIONS
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See 3 Down

In Spain, a short sleep during the
afternoon (6)

Composer and lyric-writer
of Oliver! (6,4)

Type of dark red gem (6)

Officer in attendance upon a royal
personage (7)

A mixture of mercury with other
metal (7)

19  Surname of the dramatist whose
works include Volpone, and The
Alchemist (6)

20 & 15Across  Catholic priest
and detective in stories by GK
Chesterton (6,5)

21 The ferryman of the Styx, in classic
mythology (6)

24 Capital of Norway, formerly called
Christiania (4)
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

1 Anonymous
o v olices
Tel: 01527 588688 Emall receptloanulllvantmedla com r’ - /
s L - a”
DEATHS MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
— SERVICES —
[

CHATTERLEY
Robert

Aged 78 years
Passed away peacefully at the Alexandra
Hospital on Saturday 26th July 2025
A much-loved Brother and Uncle.
Robert will be greatly missed by all his
family and friends.

A service to celebrate Robert’s life will
take place at Redditch Crematorium on
Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at 11.45am.
There will be a live webcast available on
the day for anybody who can’t make
the service.

Followed by refreshments at
The Redditch Golf Club, Lower Grinsty
Lane, Callow Hill Redditch B97 5PJ
Family flowers only, donations if so
desired to Primrose Hospice to
Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777

Announcing the death of

Ann
Aldous

of Barnt Green
On 31st July 2025 after a short illness.

Funeral to take place on
Tuesday 26th August at 11.45
at Redditch Crematorium.

Family flowers only please.

Donations for the Stephen Bayley Suite
at the Alexandra Hospital Redditch.

Please wear something yellow.

All enquiries to

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

g TNS

THE NURSERY SHOP

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddlfch co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

TOW'I 527 550 700

Central Coop Funeralcare
01527 66661

DEATHS
—

Thankyou

DEATHS
—

MAULLIN

Sheila Margaret
Aged 87 years

Passed away at Tutnall Hall Nursing
Home on Wednesday 23rd July 2025.
Sheila will be sadly missed by her
Daughter Karen and all of her family
and friends.

A funeral service will take place for
Sheila at Redditch Crematorium on
Tuesday 26th August 2025 at 11am.
Family flowers only please, donations if
so desired to Midland Air Ambulance
and Birmingham Women’s and Children’s
Hospital Charity may be sent to;-
Thomas Brothers the funeral Directors,
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road,
Redditch,

B97 5JE.

01527 54777

Thank you

PRICE

Lewis Graham

Passed away peacefully at Tutnall Hall
Nursing Home on 31st July 2025
Aged 90 years
Much loved Dad to Jeannette and
son in law Simon,

Grandad to Step Grandchildren Richard
and Christopher,

A loving Gangan to Louisa, Georgia,
and Freddie.

Sadly missed by all family and friends.
A Service to celebrate Lewis’s life will take

place at Redditch Crematorium on
Wednesday 27th August 2025 at 11.45a.m.

Family flowers only please, Donations in
Lewis’s memory to Prostate Cancer UK
can be gifted in the collection box
on the day.

The family wish to express their special
thanks to all the staff and carers at Tutnall
Nursing Home for looking after Lewis
whilst in their care.

All enquiries to
James Giles & Sons Ltd, Bromsgrove

(01527 872318)

DIRECTORS
—_—

DEATHS
_———

WALSH

Peter Augustine
Aged 87 years
Sadly passed at the Worcester Royal Hospital
on Thursday 31st July 2025.

A beloved Husband to Valerie and
much-loved Father to Richard and Jon
and daughter-in-law Mel.

A cherished Grandfather to Tom, James
and Mia.

Peter will be greatly missed by all his family
and friends.

A service to celebrate Peter’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium on
Monday 8th September 2025 at 11:45am.
Refreshments to follow at The Abbey Hotel.
Family flowers only please, donations if so
desired to Marie Curie to
Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank you

FUNERAL

Basic funeral £2,450% (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

loved one.call our feam on &

T )

) ( 3, of

By
\I-

A\

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family
to care for your family

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

DROITWICH STUDLEY
01905783188 01527 852213

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directo_rs

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH +« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

“A family concern

WWW Jhom-asbroth'é’f:s co
emall admm(?thomasbrothers co.uk

bl
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
MORTONS (M

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“Where saying
goodbye means
everything”

Whatever style of funeral you’re looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,
contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 911 ‘ R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
* Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

independent funeral directors
For more information, visit
mortonsfunerals.co.uk

age they may be, is never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo lerms with what has happened.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
T: 01527 831723
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B6é1 7LL

Whatever fhe nceasion, wiynarsend  Culfawr ()] 5777 SQRHRR
: R < e S




PAGE 28

Classified

www.directory247.co.uk
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IMILE 01527 584371

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Coun

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D51570 BRICKY; NE, STUDLEY
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Johns Close to Green Lane.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL
Advertisement Key: ADVSTI ider Publicity,
FP = Affects Footpath, FPS = Footpath Setting.

24/01332/FUL ADVSTD FP FPS
Site: Land Off Holmwood Drive, Redditch, Worcestershire
B97 4RQ.

Reason for Order: To enable Drai
works.

Order Commences: 7 April 2025 for up to 18 months.
Unfortunately, it was not possible to complete the
works as planned. The works have now been
rescheduled as follows: 18-20 August 2025,
0930-1500hrs

Access & Diversion: Green Lane, Redditch Road,
High Street, Station Road, The Slough, Kiln Close
and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

CLEEVE ROAD, MARLCLIFF

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for repair/
replacement of manhole frame and cover.

Order Commences: 31 August 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 31 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: Cleeve Road, Honeybourne
Road, Salford Road, Norton Lenchwick Bypass, A46,
Badsey Road, Birmingham Road, Blackminster, Station
Road, Main Street, Evesham Road, The Green, Bidford
Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918
298 599.

GREEN LANE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to install
new hydrant.

Order Commences: 1 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

3 2025.
Access & Diversion: Redditch Road, High Street,
Station Road, The Slough, Kiln Close, Brickyard Lane,
Cycleway From Brickyard Lane To County Boundary
and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.
SCHOOL ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable manhole repair
works.
Order Commences: 5 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

6 2025.
Access & Diversion: Evesham Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Sapphire Utility Solutions, Tel: 08009
992 266.

HARDWICK LANE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Henley Road to the crossroads.

Reason for Order: To enable works for installation
of a rising main and connection to sewer.

Order Commences: 1 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

22 2025.

Proposal: of existing single storey shed
and garden structures, erection of proposed single
storey dwelling with access to Holmwood Drive.
Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to gov.uk or

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

TREVOR HAROLD

PRICE Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone having a_claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
40 Peterbrook Close, Reddl(:h
Worcestershire, B98
died on 17/11/2024, must send
written particulars to the
address below by 16/10/2025,
after which date the Estate will
be distributed having regard
only to claims and interests
notified.

Natasha Booth
clo BBH Legal Services
Limited,

Keeping you up to
date with all the
latest information
on Planning
Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods

Vehicle Operator

in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

2nd Floor, The Hythe Tower

Road,Brkenhead, CHA| [AA. | igefees, Licences
Ref: PRI000226 Probate Notices.....
PUBLIC NOTICES

—

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: FP = Affects Footpath,
ADVSTD = Wider Publicity, FPS = Footpath Setting,
LB = Listed Building, LBS = Listed Building Setting

25/00845/FUL

Site: Wenlock, The Fordrough, Truemans Heath,
Worcestershire B30 1PP

Proposal: Demolition of existing residential dwelling,
and replacement with two three-bed dormer
bungalows.

25/00191/LBC ADVSTD LB LBS FP FPS
Site: Field House Rest Home, Western Road, Hagley,
Worcestershire DY9 OHL.

Proposal: Revised description (5.8.25) Proposed
partial demolition and alterations of Field House,
Coach House and Cottages to allow the creation

of ensuite bathrooms in residents bedrooms.

25/00190/FUL ADVSTD LB LBS FP FPS
Site: Field House Rest Home, Western Road, Hagley,
Worcestershire DY9 OHL.

Proposal: Revised description 5.8.25 Proposed partial
demolition and alterations of Field House, Coach
House and Cottages to allow the creation of ensuite
bathrooms in residents bedrooms.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to itch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of the
date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

LOST PASSPORT

Full Name
Gashbin Mohammed Amin

Date of Birth 16/11/2000
Passport Number A17851190
Address 31 Wash Lane B25 8SB
Contact 07878 174 646

Believed to have been lost while
shopping in Redditch town centre.

Please contact above if found
Thank you.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR LICENCE

Peter John Hirons trading as P ] Hirons Ltd of|
The Durrance Berry Lane, Upton Warren,
Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 9EL is applying to|
change an existing licence as follows - To keep an
extra | goods vehicles and O trailers at the
operating centre at The Land Off Berry Lane,
Bromsgrove B61 9EL.

Owners or occupiers of land (including
near the operating centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to|
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their reasons,
within 2| days of this notice. Representors must at|
the same time send a copy of their
representations to the applicant at the address|
given at the top of this notice. A Guide to
Making Representations is available at

Access & Diversion: Will be signed.
Contractor: RA Dalton Ltd, Tel: 07384 462 528.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land situated
adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be
maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 15 Aug 2025

'www.gov.uk/object-hgv-operator-licence.

Keeping you up to date with all the
[atest information on

Planning Proposals, Trafic Notices,
i Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohal,
Probate Notices...

IR

To Advertise

01227

SALES & WANTS

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

TWO M&S ‘bucket’
shape chairs, teak
wood legs, for inside

or out. Perfect
cond. £45 each
07704640907

BAMBOO  CANES,
8ft. long 14-16 dia.
£7 for bundle of 10
01905 778926

CONSERVATORY 3
piece suite plus side
table plus leg rest
excellent  condition
£140 01527 550342

CRYSTAL drinks
decanter  and
whisky glasses.
Glasses have never
been used, excellent
condition. £12 Tel
01527 500217

SITE safety boots
size 9 as new steel

toecaps etc £15
Redditch 01527
541168

BAMBOO canes, 8ft.
long 14-16 dia. £7
for bundle of 10
01905778926

PUSH Mower. £5.
07936305705.

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

BAMBOO canes, 8ft.
long 14-16 dia. £7
for bundle of 10
01905778926

2 Daily Telegraph
Zero Gravity
Garden Recliner
Chairs  (including
carry bags) 1 Navy
1 Stone (Grey) £40
each 01905 769944

A Friedland Warbler
door bell and
Sesame door bell
push £15 01905
769944

SET of 14
Golf Clubs Bag /
Accessories  Good
Condition Taylor
Made, Gallaway,
King Cobra £180 ono
Tel: 07819015716

SMALL TV Oak
Effect Corner Unit
As New £50 ono
07879015716

MAHOGANY
Sideboard 3 drawers,
3 cupboards 940H x
1270L x 480D Good
Condition £100 ono
07879015716

SIX Oak Dining
Chairs (black seats)
Good Condition £50
ono 07879015716

SAMSUNG  Surround
Sound Speaker Set
(6 in total) - £60 ono
07879015716

BED frame 3ft pine
headboard low foot
end includes fixings
& instructions VGC
£30 01527 524412

WILLIAM and Mary
dvd complete box set
£10 07813 706 158
Shirley area)

Advertise them in

Observer

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to;

1| [Free Lineage (Items upto value £500)
1 Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

BES metal frame
folding single bed
folds in half aged but
good condition £10

MISCELLANEOUS
—-—

SUMP base for garden
feature 88cm total
diameter used but
good condition £5

01527 524412 01527 524412
FENCE posts 20 | HARRY Potter
Rutland electric figurine, new in box!

fence stakes new /
used above ground
height 88cm  £20
01527 524412
SUMP base for garden
feature 88cm total
diameter used but

£10 07813 706 158
(Shirley area)
SELECT cream
camisole top, size
12, very pretty, new!
£4 07813 706 158
Shirley area

PUSH Mower. £5.
07936305705.

good condition £5
01527 524412

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes

Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED
—

WANTED

Motorcycles and
Scooters

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 251643

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)
But if you want your

Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)

advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in

1 1 4
(MAX15 WORDS) Ml boxed advertisement
1 1 for just
1 3 .
1 Tl  £5.75 (inc Vat)
1 Details (Not for Publication): [}
1 Mi/Mrs/Ms Inital urname 1 3 PIECE
1 Addre: 1
] 1 SUITE
: Posteode : brown leather,
p e Mobile i perfect
1 Email: 1 condition
1 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £ 1 as new
1 or atternatively 1
: Please debit my card for £. : £
1 Crez.iil Card Number : i can deliver
Exp: - Start: e 1 Telephone
1 Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if applicable) 1 10234 567890
T Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, :

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to
1

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

A e e e e

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

BUILDERS
—_—

GIVE A LOCAL
EXPERT A CALL!
Keep it LOCAL!

CARPETS
—

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT
] supplied
& fitted.

~{o]fe] floorlng

taken up!
Furniture
moved!

Call Barry for a FREE quotatioﬁ

07753 800737

© www.cliftcarpets.com

FENCING
—

4
s
N

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.

No Jos Too SMALL
Contact Dary

01527 526990 ° 07847 898079

For a free quote

GARDENING

GARDENING SERVICES
—_—

SERVICES
—

JEFS

Garden Services || [l " ,
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery, x Ul
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared, T
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome. end e e
For a free Competitive Quote Redd 8 ounding area

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

HANDYMAN
—

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work
CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish « Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
0
10% OFF
AI.I. HOO NG and insured
Written quotes
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
A&/ Office: 01521962 972
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING
—_—
W'EATHER'QGUARD
too small
Fully guaranteed
REPAI available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
#oi Mobile: 07467159012
weatherguardservices.co.uk
ROOFING
[

KITCHENS
—

S.w

INSTALLATIONS

PLASTERING
—

LC| PLASTERING 15
SERVICES

General Property
Maintenance

All Aspects of Plastering
30 Years Exp
Call Craig Berrows

0777 1875865

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ¢ Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325

SKIP HIRE
—_—

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:

& www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

SKIP HIRE
—

Ags SKIPS

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade,

+Tree Work * Paving + Fencing * Arifcial Grass * Astro Turf * Patios

0800 747 1704 +
treeandlandscapespecialistsdgmail.com
W treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

nowsor Go gt

10 A
GIVE A LOCAL EXPERT A CALL!




PAGE 30

LEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

=

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email accOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

HOLY TRINITY 4
CHURCH &

.
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON S 4
HOLY TRINITY « ALL SAINTS LUDDINGTON « ST HELEN'S CLIFFORD CHAMBERS

Parish Nurse Vacancy

10 - 30 hours per week
£16.50 per hour, £32,298 pro - rata

This is an exciting opportunity for a NMC registered nurse to develop a new
ministry of holistic health support in the Parish of Stratford upon Avon, in
collaboration with the Minister for Nurture and Outreach and the church
Pastoral Team.

The Parish Nurse will be based at Holy Trinity Parish Centre and will work
with existing church contacts in the community, to signpost clients to relevant
NHS and community-based health services, to help the client to understand
their own health and well - being needs, and to advocate for them.
Key to the role, the Parish Nurse will also be able to provide spiritual and
prayer support to their clients, when requested, and will be a bridge between
the Church and the community. As such, it is a genuine occupational
requirement for the candidate to be a committed practicing Christian.
For more information:
Contact: 01789 266316 or email: hr@stratford-upon-avon.org
Application packs can be found on the church website:
https://www.stratford-uponavon. org/staff-vacancies

Closing date for applications: Monday 25th August 2025

Parish Nursing
Ministries UK

WANTED
Garer

From September Ist,

| will need a live-in carer
for my 53 year old son
with cerebral palsy.

Non speaking in wheelchair

week on, week off basis.

£1360.00 per week

Contact
07891657729

To advertise
call

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

INNRRINT}
ONLCINE;]

Bullivantedia

LIMITED

Al Carolme Kelly
5 7 C 88749
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www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle

Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid

We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,

very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

FLAIR o DISCIPLINE @« ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553
A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with excellent
facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

SCHOOL TRANSPORT
PERSONNEL

We currently have an opportunity within the
department for drivers
(40 hour and 33.5hour contracts)

Candidates must hold a county council minibus driving permit
or a PSV licence (min D1) and a Driver CPC qualification
or be prepared to obtain them.

Further details and application forms are available on the
School website
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Informal discussions with the Transport Manager
01527 579679 Ext.256
Closing date for all applications is 25 August 2025

The School is ¢ itted to saf ing and p. ing the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers.

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with

excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

We currently have the following vacancy within our
Science Department based at the Prep School:

SCIENCE TECHNICIAN

(full-time position, 37.5 hours per week,
term time only)

We seek a professional individual to work with the
Science Department to ensure practical sessions are
effectively delivered.

Further details and application forms are available on the
School website.
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
Closing date for all applications is 18 August 2025.

The School is d to safeguarding and pi ing the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers.
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KIA to simplify lineup

KIA has rationalised the
line-ups for the Picanto and wular

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
01562 711 083

07831 245 313

Vehicle Testing Vehicle Testing

Station

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

PRIVATE CARé COMg%EléCIAL & FLEET
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
MoT TESTING INCLUDIN
CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
14 SHERWOOD ROAD
ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
BROMSGROVE B60 3D]

\_ J

01527 875432/837070

XCeed, two of its most pop-
internal

combustion
engine (ICE)
models, to
simplify the
overall buying
experience
for custom-
ers.

Similar to the
brand’s EVs,
the Picanto and
XCeed move to
an easily under-
standable three-
grade line-up,
consisting of
a ‘Pure’ entry
level, a ‘GT-Line’
mid-level and a
‘GT-Line S’ range
topper.

The new three-
tier line-up for
Picanto and
XCeed replaces
the earlier ‘2’,
‘GT-Line’, 3
and ‘GT-Line S’
grade structure.

Already intro-
duced on the
new Sportage,
the new ‘Pure’
entry point to
the Picanto and
XCeed ranges
merges the pre-
vious ‘2’ and

‘3’ grades. This change
is based on customer
demand for certain fea-
tures, and makes the Kia
line-up easier to navigate.

‘GT-Line’ and ‘GT-Line
S’ adopt the same sporty
styling as ever, and a
similar specification to
before.

The Picanto has con-
sistently held its position
as one of Kia’s UK best-
sellers over its 21-year
lifespan.

First launched in 2004,
Kia’s smallest UK and
European model has seen
three all-new generations
and four mid-life facelifts,
most recently in July
2024.

This also makes Picanto
Kia’s third oldest name-
plate still on sale in the
UK, after the Sportage and
Sorento.

Proving its continued
popularity, the Picanto
is currently the second
best-selling car in the
A-segment year-to-date
(and the best-seller to
retail customers).

The Picanto is also Kia’s
second best-selling car in
the UK so far in 2025,
accounting for more than
12 per cent of the brand’s
overall sales.

The first examples
of the new model year
2026 (MY26) Picanto will
be delivered to custom-
ers from September. The
Picanto is also available
exclusively with a new
1.0-litre Gasoline Direct
Injection (GDi) petrol
engine, producing 67bhp,
with the option of a five-
speed manual (5MT) or
five-speed automated man-
ual transmission (5AMT)
on every trim level.

Whereas the Picanto
was previously available
in a total of eight different
variations.

The new line-up of three
trim levels and two trans-
missions brings the total
number of Picanto varia-
tions down to six.

All variants of Picanto
are finished in Clear White
as standard, with no addi-
tional cost.

Both the MY26 Picanto
and XCeed are available to
order now, with first cus-
tomer deliveries expected
in September 2025.

his streamlined
approach will be extended
to other Kia ICE and HEV
models to ensure consist-
ency across the range.

Visit www.kia.com/ for
more infotmation.

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
ENGINE?
FREE Advice and Quotes

All Car, Agricultural and
Commercial Engine Work

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Cylinder Head Re-facing

Crankshaft Regrinding
Pressure Testing
Reboring and Liner Fitting

Engine Parts at LOW PRICES

Does your
VINTAGE VEHICLE
need work?

Tel 01527 854968 / 07730 874527
Email : sales@engine-centre.co.uk
www.engine-centre.co.uk
Studley, B80 7AP
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
for trade customers

el e,

/L:.\‘T/T/I;Vf@ )

Mechanical Repairs
M.O.T..Work Diagnostics
Servicing etc...
01527 875565 * 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Mount Pleasant sarage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all MoT classes

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Tel: 01327 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B37 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm




Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specmhsts in plant care and prumng

CRB CHECKED FULLY INSURED

07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

BTCC: JUSTINA Williams admits
Team Vertu’s five podium finishes at
Croft went ‘beyond expectations’ as
the Droitwich-based team returned
to the track in the British Touring
Car Championship (BTCC).

Team Vertu secured a race win and
four further podium finishes in North
Yorkshire as the BTCC returned follow-
ing a mid-season break.

And a race win for Team Vertu driver
Tom Ingram, who also finished second
in race three, means the Coventry racer
now sits top of the drivers’ standings.

Fellow Team Vertu driver Senna
Proctor placed third in races one and
three while Tom Chilton finished sec-
ond in race two.

And with Team Vertu now just three
points off top in the teams standings,
team owner Williams feels confident for
the remainder of the season.

illiams said: “We were confident
that Croft would be a strong weekend
for us but to come away from it with
five podium finishes is beyond expecta-
tions.

“All four drivers have done a fan-
tastic job, and we’re delighted to have
reclaimed the championship lead on the
back of another win.

“As T've said before, there is still a
long way to go until anything is won
but are confident about the remainder
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Plumblng & Heatmg
* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.
Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk
W

Call me for domestic work

MOB:07951 485 329 &

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Team Vertu
iImpress on
Croft return

of the season.”

Team Vertu made the perfect start to
the weekend as Ingram led from start
to finish to take the overall lead in the
drivers’ standings.

And teammate Proctor ensured
Team Vertu secured a double podium
with a third-place finish behind Dan
Cammish.

Proctor moved from eighth to third
on the opening lap as the Yorkshire
driver wowed his home crowd.

Teammates Chilton and Adam
Morgan finished fifth and 10th respec-
tively.

Ingram could not repeat his success
in race two with the Championship
leader down in eighth.

However, Chilton claimed second
place with Morgan fourth and Proctor
down in 18th.

Team Vertu responded with another
double podium in the final race as Ingram
and title rival Ash Sutton engaged in an
epic tussle for the race win.

Ingram made contact with pole-sitter
Aiden Moffat on the first lap and over-
took Sutton later in the race following
a safety car.

However, a sublime move from
Sutton saw him move from third to first
at the final hairpin despite his car taking
damage in the process.

That left Ingram in second with
Proctor third, Morgan fifth and Chilton
eighth.

The BTCC season continues at
Thruxton on the weekend of August
16 and 17.

Saltmen on winning trail as Spa battle to
victories against Falrford and Thornbury

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH Spa
battled to a 2-1 win against
Fairford Town to secure a third
straight league victory.

First-half goals from Cory
Rudd and Charlie Tilley put
the Saltmen in command at the
King George Playing Fields.

A late goal from Fairford sub-
stitute Tom Chamberlain set up
a tense finish but Spa held on
to claim the points.

The result means Droitwich
sit fifth in the Hellenic League
Premier Division table.

Fairford went close early on
as Alfie Presley’s effort hit the
outside of the post.

And the visitors spurned
another chance when Joah
Hall’s powerful shot travelled
inches over the crossbar.

Spa responded with a cou-
ple of chances of their own
as Reiss Taylor-Randle and
James Lemon both saw efforts
blocked.

However, the Saltmen broke
the deadlock on the half-hour
mark when Rudd curled a
shot into the top corner from
Jack Brighton’s cross after
he latched onto Ben Tilbury’s
through ball.

Droitwich doubled their lead
on 40 minutes as Tilley pro-
duced a deft finish back across
goal.

And only a crucial save from
Fairford goalkeeper Connor
Johns kept the visitors in the
contest at the break.

However, the away side
halved the deficit two minutes
from time when Chamberlain’s
effort evaded Spa’s debutant
goalkeeper Dominic Hill.

Fairford pushed for an equal-
iser but Spa held on as Andy
Crowther’s side celebrated a

third successive victory.

That came after Tilbury’s late
penalty helped Droitwich to a
thrilling 3-2 victory away at
Thornbury Town.

Tilbury’s spot kick put
Spa back in front after Josh
Hurdman and Alex Dugmore
had twice put Droitwich ahead
at the Mundy Playing Fields.

And the Saltmen had to play
the final 20 minutes without
a recognised goalkeeper after
Dom Rogerson sustained an
injury.

Spa broke the deadlock on 19
minutes when Hurdman head-
ed Taylor-Randle’s deep cross
back across goal and into the
corner of the net.

However, Thornbury drew
level on 38 minutes as Callum
Chalmers scored from the pen-
alty spot.

Droitwich reclaimed the lead
on 64 minutes when Dugmore
rose highest to head in at a cor-

ner after he failed to capitalise
on two earlier chances.

Spa lost keeper Rogerson to
injury on 70 minutes as defend-
er Rohan Levy took the gloves
for the remainder of the game.

And Levy had to pick the ball
out of his net almost imme-
diately as Marcus Wormwell
drew the home side level for a
second time.

However, Spa won a penalty
eight minutes from time when
Dugmore drew a foul in the
box.

And Tilbury duly converted
from the spot to secure the
Saltmen’s first away win of the
season.

Droitwich are next in action
against Longlevens AFC on
Saturday, August 16 with kick-
off at 3pm at Kingy'’s.

Ben Tilbury celebrates after
scoring from the penalty spot.
Picture by Mathew Mason.

Yokohama
Authﬂ'ised
Tyre
pealer

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

\“

JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 077

=/

Are you looking to

driveway or patio?

We can provide you with
beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,

Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Solihull or Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

imagine, so we will not be
phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100%

upfront.

save upto £1000

73 911552

improve or enlarge your

* We've designed and built just
about every shape and size of p‘
driveway and patio you can -

satisfaction and unlike other
driveway companies, with us
you pay absolutely nothing

* Give us a call and you could

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk

SR S ¥

| www.drives4u.co.uk



