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No jail for man despite
indecent shots of children

Tabberer’s activities first came to
the attention of officers after reports
he uploaded a category C indecent
image of a child to a Snapchat user
account in 2019.

Enquiries linked the account to

Diesel Particulate
Filter

Unit 8 Northbank Berry Hill Ind Est
Droitwich WR9 9AU Tel: 01905 771831 [l LI

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

A DROITWICH man has avoided
jail despite being convicted of

Stepping down after 11 years

A WELL-known and respected P %7

possessing indecent images of
children and extreme animal por-
nography.

Kirt Tabberer, 35, of Little Hill,
Droitwich will be on electronic tag
for three months and be subject to
a three year community order after
being sentenced at Worcester Crown
Court.

Tabberer pleaded guilty and was
sentenced to five separate three year
community orders, to run concur-
rently, meaning they will not need to
be served back-to-back.

He received one for making 62
category A images, one for making
25 category B images, and one for
making three category C images.

The other two orders are for pos-
session of two extreme pornographic
images and for possession of pro-
hibited pornographic images of chil-
dren.

He will also have to register as a

him where he was arrested by police
on suspicion of possession and distri-
bution of indecent images.

Electronic devices were seized
including a mobile phone which led
to him been further arrested on
suspicion of possessing extreme por-
nography.

Tabberer initially denied the alle-
gations, claiming his device had been
hacked, but digital forensics proved
otherwise.

He was due to stand trial but
changed his plea to guilty.

Det Con David Wood, who led the
investigation, said: “This sentence
has arisen from the excellent work
by our Digital Forensic Team who
counteracted Tabberer’s lies and pre-
sented strong evidence that led to his
change in plea.

“Whilst he tried to deny responsi-
bility for his crimes, our digital inves-
tigators exposed to the horrific mate-
rial as they deconstructed his claims

Droitwich campaigner is stepping
down from her role as the head of
the group responsible for support-
ing the town’s Lido.

Suzi Wood has been the chair of
the Friends of the Droitwich Spa
Lido (FODSL) for 11 years.

Before that she was one of the
original campaigning group which
saved the pool when it looked like
it could end up being closed down
more than 25 years ago.

Her hard work and energy, first
of all, contributed to saving the
pool and in her years as chair she
helped organise many successful
fundraising campaigns and fostered
community links across the town.

Wychavon District Council leader,
Coun Richard Morris, praised Suzi
for helping establish FODSL as a
respected and important local com-
munity group and ‘greatly enriched
our terrific lido asset’.

To thank her for her hard work

sex offender for five years and was
handed a Sexual Harm Prevention
Order for five years.

The judge also ordered him to pay
£1,200 in costs, a victim surcharge
of §85 and to forfeit his electronic
devices.

made in two separate interviews. recent heatwaves.

“Their professionalism and dedica-
tion not only to this job but all the
others like it are a testament to their
focus in protecting our communi-
ties.”

and dedication committee members and support-
ers presented Suzi with an original painting of The
Lido by local artist Wendy Simmonds.

The pool is currently celebrating its 90th birth-
day and has been sold out many times during the

SURERVALUE{RURNITUREISIBEDIGENTRE

Suzi Wood being presented with flowers by
Lido Manager Seb Parker as she steps down
as Chair of FODSL. s
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No sign yet of support ﬂagglng

THE FLYING of St George Crosses
and Union Flags continued this
week across south Birmingham
and in Bromsgrove, Wythall and
Redditch.

And campaigners also started paint-
ing St George Cross flags on mini
roundabout across the city and towns.

The practice has received widespread
coverage on local and national news
and led to much debate on social media
and on talk shows.

And the flag flying has been encour-
aged across England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland by the ‘Raise The
Colours’ group on Facebook.

On the Bromsgrove and Redditch
Standards’ Facebook pages, the flag-
flying was widely supported, gaining
hundreds of reactions and comments.

Among the views expressed were
that it was a show of national pride,
brightened up the areas where the flags
were and some said it needed to extend
to more areas.

The original campaign was started by
Sean Doolan from south Birmingham
where he and 14 others - a group
known as the Weoley Warriors - bought
the flags and raised funds for more via
a GoFundMe page. Others criticised
the move and said they were patriotic
but did not need to fly flags while some
have suggested the practice has racist
undertones.

We contacted Birmingham City
Council and Worcestershire County
Council, the highways authorities for

the areas. A Birmingham City Council
spokesperson said: “We proudly fly
the Union Flag outside the Council
House every day and recognise the
importance of the Union Flag and Flag
of St George as symbols of national
pride.

“Brummies are proud to be British
and proud that this is a welcoming city
celebrating many different cultures.

“When it comes to items attached
to lamp posts, it is normal council
procedure for these to be removed on
a regular basis, in line with our health
and safety obligations.

“Similarly, painting the Flag of St
George on road islands, while express-
ing national pride, is unlawful and
potentially dangerous for the person

Bartley Green
Birmingham.

Gibbs. s

Group Ltd.

pamtmg the flag and for motorists.

“As has always been the case, peo-
ple are free to fly or hang ﬂags from
their homes or gardens, but we ask
that they are not attached or added to
street furniture.”

A Worcestershire County Council
spokesperson said: “All road markings
on the county’s highway network are
strictly regulated for safety, including
those on roundabouts of any size.

“Changes to agreed road markings
must not be made unless approved
by the Highway Authority, in line with
these regulations.

“Unofficial actions on the highway
network could be distracting or cause
confusion to some road users so will
therefore be removed.”

LEFT: Flags near
Reservoir in south

Picture by Dave

RIGHT: The round-
about by Tesco in
Redditch is one of
many which have
been painted with
a St George Cross.
Picture by Lise
Evans. Copyright
Bullivant Media

Richard Field, West Mercia Police
Safer Neighbourhood Inspector,
added: “Painting roundabouts is not
only dangerous to drivers and pedes-
trians, but it also amounts to criminal
damage.

“We are working closely with part-
ners, including Worcestershire County
Council, to tackle this issue and will
investigate where appropriate.”

WCC Coun Joanne Monk, said: “In
‘Worcestershire, we are proud of our
English and British identities.

“I of course support flying both
flags proudly throughout the county.

“Our national flags are a symbol of
our national pride, and I will champion
efforts that celebrates our nation.”

CC’s Cabinet Member for

Highways, Coun Karl Perks, added:
“There are many ways people can
show their pride by flying the St

George's flag — in your own front and
back gardens, on your cars, in your
windows and on community buildings
where agreed by the community.
“Climbing up lampposts and attach-
ing flags to them may not be the best
thing to do, mostly because it's dan-
gerous and could cause damage.
“There are no specific plans to
remove the flags.”
B What do you think? Do you like the
emergence of the flags in your area
or would you prefer not to see them?
Email: editor@bromsgrovestandard.
co.uk or editor@redditchstandard.
co.uk with your views.

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house bulld an exten5|on or

start a new hobby
O

Beyond

Storage_’

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“ssa

I I self storage

association
United Kingdom

We also do private hire phone us .

Elgar Coaches Tours
GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

Saturday 4th October Autumn Tints Elan Valley £30
Tuesday 28th October Cribbs Causeway Shopping Bristol £25
Friday 7th November Weston Carnival with parking on the front £38
Saturday 22nd November Trafford Centre Shopping Centre Manchester. £30

Sunday 30th November or Thursday 11th December Festive Lunch with Christmas Show At Studley Castle - Enjoy a

Bucks Fizz on arrival, 3 Course Lunch with tea or coffee and a Christmas Show.

Saturday 13th December Longleat Festival of Light - Explore iconic sights as you embark on a nrand day out this

Christmas as The Festival of Light presents British Icons with Wallace and Gromit and friends! .........£79 Adult £69 Child
Di llluminated - An illuminated trail with a difference, mesmer ng light, colour anﬂ

sound lu bring the fascinating stories of the Arboretum to life at the National Memorial Arboretum..........cccoocouuuuuueeses

HOLIDAYS 2025

Tuesday 23rd December Christmas 5 Days Four Star Holiday staying at Mercure Dunkenhalgh Hotel & Spa mock
cruising. Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to Skipton & the Coast. Join us for this fabulous Christmas 4-night
break — ‘Christmas Cruising’. Each night the music and shows are themed to take you on a journey around the world
with live music, cabaret, and dancing also prizes will be given to the best dressed in the theme of the night and of
course a best Christmas pullover competition. Every afternoon there will be either bingo, a quiz, or a competition and of
course on Christmas day there will be carols all organized and presented by your resident Cruise Director. Countries we
will be visiting are Barbados, Germany, England, and Americas from £650

SPECIAL NEW LOWER PRICE
Tuesday 30th December 4 Days New Year in Porthcawl. Staying at the Seabank Hotel. Dinner Bed & Breakfast,
Mystery Excursion and entertainment. Staying at The Seabank Hotel, one of Porthcawl’s most prominent buildings.
Enjoy a fun-filled New Year break! Your New Year break includes 3 nights dinner, bed & breakfast, Bucks Fizz on
arrival, a glass of fizz to welcome in the New Year, one lunch and evening entertainment with games and prizes. New
Year’s Eve daytime we have a mystery excursion. On the final night of your stay, there will be a fancy dress party
(fancy dress optional) from £515

NEW EARLY 2026 OFFER
Friday 6th February 4 Days Warners Weekend Live at Cricket St Thomas. Join us for a weekend of rock and roll of the
1950’s and early 60’s featuring the Boulevards-a vintage styled rock and roll band. Also includes an excursion to
Weymouth and free time in resort. from £318

This is just a taster of what we have to offer, call for your brochure to see our other fabulous tours and day trips
including Christmas at Kew and Thursford Christmas Spectacular

For our 2025 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

01905 333349

for your bespoke price.

For all your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

page
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‘Golf Centre

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

A COUNCILLOR in
Bromsgrove has pledged
his support towards a
campaign against pro-
posals to develop land at
the town’s golf course.

Proposals within the town’s
future development strat-
egy include a 1,300 home
development on land just
east of the town centre and
as a result, Bromsgrove Golf
Centre could be lost forever.

Lib Dem Worcestershire
County  Councillor for
Bromsgrove East met with
golf club members to sup-
port their campaign against
the plans.

Coun Evans has raised his
concerns about the houses
proposed on the corridor of
the A38 around Burcot and
the Oakalls.

News in brief

He said he was grateful the
club invited him and added:
“The loss of the golf centre
will be devastating, losing not
only leisure and recreational
opportunities to an increased
population, but also social
groups of all ages along with
green belt land and its pre-
cious wildlife.

“The lack of infrastructure
also shows the proposed sites
on the A38 are not suitable
for development.”

Coun Evans will also raise
concerns about other pro-
posed sites within his division,
including around Finstall and
Aston Fields.

Following a similar meet-
ing with Brosmgrove MP
Bradley Thomas, the cen-
tre’s club captain Lee Machin
said: “The potential loss of
Bromsgrove Golf Club would
have a far-reaching impact
on our community.

“This space isn’t just a
golf course, it’s a vital hub

for social connection across
all age groups and offers a
strong sense of purpose, par-
ticularly for our senior mem-
bers.

“It is also home to diverse
wildlife, including deer, her-
ons and birds of prey - all of
which depend on this valu-
able green belt land.

Bromsgrove Golf Centre is
open to the public and has
more than 1,000 members.
It is also thought to be home
to the largest junior academy
in England and the course
boasts more than 25,000
trees — all under threat from
potential housing develop-
ments.

Coun Evans urged all resi-
dents to have their say on
the development strategy
consultation which runs until
September 22.,

People can visit:
Bromsgrove.gov.uk/
BromsgrovePlan for more
information.

V
must be saved’|
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Councillor
Sam Evans
golf club
captain Lee
Machin. s

A MOTORCYCLIST - a man in his 60s - has
died after a crash in Droitwich.

The collision, involvin %a Triumph Tiger
motorbike and a BM X3, happened
around 3.20pm on Sunday on the rounda-
bout on the A38 Ombersley Way.

When ambulance crews and the Midlands
Air Ambulance from Strensham arrived,
the motorcyclist was in a critical condition
being given CPR by police officers.

A West Midlands Ambulance Service
spokesperson said the team quickly took
over and started advanced life support.

But, despite the emergency services’
best efforts, the man could not be saved,
and he was confirmed dead at the scene a
short time later.

The spokesperson added: “Our thoughts
are with the patient’s family and friends at
this very sad time.”

Witnesses or anyone with information or
dash cam footage of the crash or the vehi-
cles beforehand should email PC Lauryn
Elliott at lauryn.elliott@westmercia.police.
uk or call police on 101.

ALMOST 50 new and upcoming busi-
nesses will be showcasing what they offer
at the Droitwich Saltfest Town Fete in Vines
Park between 10am and 5.30pm tomorrow
(Saturday, August 23).

The Standard teamed up with the Saltfest
organisers and offered local companies
the chance to have stalls for free and 47
signed up

ables are provided and the organisers
have paid for the public liability insurance.

Among the companies will be crafts,
arts, sweets, cakes, 3D art, care homes,

children’s theatre, crochet art, toys, village
farm shops and more.

There will also be a real ale and cider bar
and street food tomorrow and Sunday.

Live entertainment starts tonight with
Kaylee Band at 8pm and Country Western
at 8pm tomorrow (Saturday).

On Sunday, there will be aerial acrobat-
ics from 10am to 5pm, a magic show at
1pm, Hot Shots DJ at 2pm and Skabucks
at 8pm.

Visit: saltfestdroitwich.co.uk or: face-
book.com/saltfest2 for more.

JC
GLAZING
& REPAIRS

LTD

A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
RELIABLE SERVICE...

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair

elp is here!

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

* Locks
Call us for a free quote

* Hinges
* Mirrors
* Misted Glass
¢ Safety Glass
* Decorative Glass
* Cat Flaps in Glass
* Conversatory Repairs
* Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
o UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

SUPPLIED
& FITTED

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors

YOUR OLD
Uu.p.\.C. Composite Doors
WINDOWS Card payments accepted R/ AY:Y

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Longbridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

' Cl:\\lﬂlnn 3 Rnollnn le
Ao yus €370

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH

www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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All smiles on GCSE results day

THE WAIT was over for
thousands of students across
Bromsgrove, Redditch and
Rubery yesterday (Thursday)
when GCSE results day final-
ly arrived.

Tudor Grange Academy

Among the many success sto-
ries at Tudor Grange were Scarlett
Freeman who achieved one grade
9, two grade 8s two grade Ts,
one grade 6 and a distinction and
Eleanor Taylor who was awarded
one grade 9, two grade 8s, one
grade 7 and four grade 6s.

Tanaka Kamungeremu received
one grade 9, two grade 8s, three
grade 7s, one grade 6 and a distinc-
tion*, Zi Lin Xue got five grade 8s,

Students from Arrow Vale High School were all
smiles after receiving top results for their GCSEs.

two grade 6s and one merit and
Muhammad Hussain received two
grade 8s, three grade 7s, two grade
6s and one grade 5.

Principal Marie McNamara shared
her pride in the students’ achieve-
ments and said ‘it was a joy to see
their efforts rewarded’.

Arrow Vale High

Among the high performers were
James Claridge who achieved a
grade 9 in maths and grade 8s in biol-
ogy, chemistry, physics and English
literature, plus a Distinction* in
creative media. James also achieved
a Distinction* in the school’s brand
new further maths course.

Ella Drinkhill achieved grade 8s in
mathematics, English language and
religious studles, plus a Distinction*
in health and
social care while
Joshua Wilkins
received a grade
9 in geography,
a Distinction* in
sport and grade
7s across the
board. He also
this year was
awarded the
prestigious hon-
our of becoming
His Majesty’s
LordLieutenant’s
. Cadet for
‘Worcestershire.

Priscilla
Bustamante
Gonzales
achieved three
grade 9s in
maths, French

and 3D design, plus grade 7s in all
other subjects. Priscilla also partici-
pated in Arrow Vale’s extra-curricu-
lar further maths course, achieving
a Distinction.

St Augustine’s Catholic High
School

Students achieved grades which
put them well above the national
averages.

Stand out performers included
Bella Vale who achieved four grade
9s six grade 8, one distinction and
one grade 7 and Nishel Justin who
was awarded four grade 9s, one
distinction*, five grade 8s and one
grade 6.

Amélie Seager got five grade 9s,
two grade 8s and two grade 7s and
Oliver Fisher received two grade 9s,
six grade 8s and one grade 7.

Headteacher Luke Payton said
he was proud of both students and
staff for their immense hard which
‘had paid off spectacularly’.

Waseley Hills High

School leaders hailed a ‘year of
strong results’ and a year-on-year
improvement.

Among the top performers were
Louis Debuse, who achieved grade
9 in biology, English language,
food technology, geography, maths
and Spanish, along with a grade
8 in chemistry and physics and
Ami Grabolli, who earnt a grade 9
in geography, grade 8 in biology,
drama, English language, maths
and psychology and grade 7 in
chemistry, English literature and
physics.

Students at South Bromsgrove High School with their results. s

Dylan Morgan secured grade 8
in science and history, grade 7
in English language, English Ilit-
erature, food technology and maths
and Charlie Ashton was awarded
grade 8 in geography and English
literature, grade 7 in English lan-
guage and music, alongside grade 6
in science and maths.

Principal Tom Preston said eve-
ryone at the school was ‘incred-
ibly proud of the students’ and the
results were testament to their hard
work and dedication.

North Bromsgrove High

Students were celebrating their
results yesterday and looking for-
ward to pursuing their post-16 stud-
ies or work-based training.

Particular credit went to Erin W,
Olivia W, Oliver L, Ellie C, Alfie
S and Jacob B who across their
grades accumulated 27 prestigious
grade 9s between them.

Headteacher, Nick Gibson said:
“Our staff are absolutely thrilled
with the fantastic GCSE results our
students have achieved.

“They have been an awesome
year group, with a wealth of talent,
who are celebrating some of our
strongest results to date.”

South Bromsgrove High

At South, an impressive 10 per
cent of students achieved grades 8
or 9 in all of their subjects which
the school labelled an ‘incredible
achievement’. And 70 per cent of
students achieved a grade 4 in both
English and maths.

Headteacher Chris Smith said:
“We are immensely proud of all the
work and achievements of our stu-
dents, which would not be possible
without the support of parents, car-
ers and teaching staff.”

He added the students were in
a strong position to progress to
further education and everyone was
delighted they would be welcoming
back a number of students to sixth
form.

Visit the GCSE stories on our
website for more pictures, results
and reaction.
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ADVERTISEMENT

This year is a bit special as
it also marks 15 years for
us at The Rose & Crown.
We bought the pub in July
2010 and moved from
Cheltenham with our then
very young family of 3 boys
Aged 4 and twins of 3. We
must have been crazy !!

We opened straight away and
refurbished the pub and our home
above as we went along.

We've had ups and downs but got
through them all and now have a
wonderful pub in a great village
with our three young men now
working along side us.

We have built up the business with
the help of our family and a great
team around us, and of course our
ever-increasing regularly returning
customers.

B~=ry
2 7.\

A friendly atmosphere, great
customer service, tasty food
options, good beers. A Proper
Pub - we've featured in CAMRA's
good beer guide most years since
our arrival.

We have food theme nights the last
Thursday of each month trying
foods from around the world and
close to home"

Matt & Mel & all the Rose &
Crown team welcome you all to
Feckenham this August Bank
Holiday Weekend.

Whatever the weather the beer
will still be flowing!
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Calls to stop the
traveller camps

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

POLITICIANS for
Cofton Hackett are con-
tinuing to put pressure
on Birmingham City
Council to secure the
village’s beloved park
after it recently saw its
fifth traveller incursion
since January.

The latest illegal encamp-
ment appeared early last
week, prompting residents to

voice fresh concerns.

An incursion is believed
to have happened from
last Sunday or Monday to
Thursday. The city council
did not confirm whether the
travellers left of their own
accord or were moved on.

Following engagement
with residents, Bromsgrove
MP Bradley Thomas and
Bromsgrove District council-
lor for Cofton, Anita Dale,
have called on city council
chiefs to demand action to
protect the park from future
illegal encampments which
cause distress to residents,

due to disruption, anti-social
behaviour and waste often
left behind. Just this year,
there have been five incur-
sions.

Mr Thomas said: “This is
having a huge impact on the
quality of life of residents.

“Birmingham City Council
is aware of the problem, yet
it is failing to put in place
measures to stop these illegal
incursions. I expect immedi-
ate action to be taken.”

Coun Dale has been push-
ing for security improvements
at the site since becoming a
representative of the ward in

Aki and his team at the Vasaanti are in the running for a Master Chef
Promotions award. s

Town restaurant up for award

May 2023. She said, despite
repeated efforts to contact
Birmingham councillor Majid
Mahmood, responsible for
environment, she waited five
months for a response.

Coun Dale said:
“Fortunately, however, I have
had a good working relation-
ship with councillors Debbie
Clancy and Ron Storer who
have also been instrumen-
tal in fully supporting this
project.”

The Cofton councillor was
told by Birmingham’s parks
team installation of bollards
and a new gate could be
expected at the entrance to
the site’s car park within

the next few weeks. “This
should create a secure and
safer Cofton Park for all the
local residents to enjoy mov-
ing forward.”

Birmingham City Council
did not, however, make any
reference to these expected
works when contacted by the
Standard.

A council spokesperson
said the authority was ‘com-
mitted to actively protecting
its land and would take steps
to recover the land where
unauthorised encampments
encroached upon it.”

The council also said it had
usable transit sites for travel-
lers - in line with Government
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policy - referring to one in
Nechells and another in
Castle Vale.

A council’s internal report
concluded in 2019, however,
these sites are ‘inadequate’ to
cope with the larger encamp-
ments experienced in the

ity.

Both of the sites have seen
repeated closures in recent
times, with the Nechells site
being subject to repeated
damage and vandalism.

The Standard also con-
tacted the city council
for a response from Coun
Mahmood which we are still
awaiting.

THE VASAANTI restaurant in Droitwich
is in the running for a Master Chef
Promotions Business Hospitality and
Excellent Award.

The Indian eatery will find out if it has
won at an awards ceremony at the Hilton
Birmingham Metropole on Wednesday,
August 27.

e Vasaanti, which is run by owner
Akbar Miah, known as Aki, and his
team, has become popular across
Worcestershire and further afield.

The Master Chef Promotions Awards
recognise excellence in hospitality busi-
nesses, enabling them to showcase their
talent and dedication to the industry.

The restaurant has fought off competi-
tion from hundreds of entries and has

been shortlisted in the Restaurant of the
Year Worcestershire category.

Aki told the Standard he was delighted
to be nominated and it was testament to
his hard-working team for consistently
producing an array of delicious meals to
a very high standard.

Industry veteran Prof Dr Rois Ali,
chairman and CEO of Master Chef
Promotions, said the event celebrated
the remarkable achievements of those in
the hospitality industry.

“Our mission is to elevate the food
industry through innovation and recog-
nition among chefs and professionals
- especially during what is currently a
challenging time.”

© NON-EVENT DAY
ANDMISSION PRICES

out for just
L grea‘l Dx adult

£4.00 :hlldren (over 5)
o]

pen
10.30am to 4.30pm
Open ever

Registered charity 1167872

ays during

. sday
aids"iool Holldays ;

weekend +

Visiting Buses
and Enthusiast

EVENT DAY

ADMISSION PRICES
Adults £12.00

_gf Child (5-16 yrs) £6.00

RUGUSTBAN KO WD

Sunday 24th & Monday 25th of August

Sales Stands

Famlly £20.00
Ad It + 2 Chlldmn)

0.00
@ Adults v z chndr-n)

Free open top
bus rides

Bouncy Castle

Miniature
train rides

Picnic and
Play Areas

Cafe, Burger
Van and Shop

Transport Museum Wythall Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JA
¥ We're just off M42 Junction 3, near to Becketts Farm ¥
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DO YOU WEAR DENTURES?

Did you know gums confinuously shrink over fime and Dentfure reerh wear ouf?

Il is recommended to replace your denfures every 5-7 years.

Poppy Fields is a small family run Denture Clinic in Bromsgrove with over
20 years experience working solely on the design and fabrication of dentures.

Every stage of the denture fabrication is carried out by our team in our
Bromsgove clinic and on site laboratory which allows us to make sure
each stage of the process is personal and individual to each patient.

We are passionate about providing the highest quality dentures.
Using only premium qualitity materials, our dentures are stronger,

more natural looking and comfortable. Providing denture
wearers the confidence to eat and most importantly, smile!

FOR MORE

\\\

W

INFORMATION FLEASE CONTACT US ON @1527 57771386

>
&/

Email: enquiries@wythall.org.uk

To request a free information booklet or a no obligation consultation with our team
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A TOTAL of 115 residents turned out to a public
meeting at Stoke Prior Sports Club last Wednesday
to plan the next steps on how to respond to
Bromsgrove District Council’s draft local strategy.

Coun David Nicholl and Bromsgrove MP Bradley
Thomas both spoke against the threat to the green
belt in the area which is one of the 400 sites ear-
marked by officers.

The government has told Bromsgrove it needs to
build 9,000 homes in the district by 2043.

As part of the meeting, Keith Edwards had cre-
ated a moving film which highlighted the risk to the
village.

Local campaigners and Stoke Parish Council have
collated the evidence to help support residents with
their submissions.

Coun Nicholl claimed, having ran the sites through
Al software, the Stoke Prior site came up as one of
the least appropriate.

He said: “Whilst | do not suggest the whole deci-
sion is made by Al, the fact there are 400 sites make

Dr David Nicholl
and Bromsgrove
MP Bradley
Thomas spoke
out on the night.

Cross—party support to protect green belt

it near impossible for human beings to assess the
sites, which is why | decided to see what the Artificial
Intelligence had come up with.

“The evidence pack we have collated will help
residents to back up their submissions by referenc-
ing the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
using the evidence that planners understand to help
defend our beautiful village.

“There are many many reasons to oppose this
development, but top of my list would be the risk
to heritage assets, such is the promixity to historic
buildings such as St Michael and All Angels Church
and this was the argument which won it for us back
in 2023 with the Intall Fields development.

“We can win again but only if everyone submits to
that consultation.”

He issued a rallying call to people to have their say
before the September 22 deadline.

People can visit: Bromsgrove.gov.uk/
BromsgrovePlan for more on the plan and to have
their say.
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Councillor
throws in
the towel

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.
com

THE DEPUTY leader of
Worcestershire County
Council David Taylor has
resigned from his position
after just three months in
the role.

David Taylor, from the county’s
ruling Reform UK party, will remain
a member of the cabinet with Coun
Rob Wharton filling in as deputy
leader while the group decides on a
permanent replacement.

Mr Taylor was elected as a county
councillor in Redditch East for the
first time in May.

Council response

Worcestershire County Council’s
leader, Coun Joanne Monk, said: “I
can confirm Coun David Taylor has
made the decision to step down as
deputy leader.

“David will continue to be a
part of the leadership team in his
role as cabinet member for One
‘Worcestershire which covers Local
Government Reorganisation.

“A group meeting will be held to
elect a new deputy leader. In the
interim, Coun Rob Wharton will be
fulfilling the role of deputy leader
alongside his cabinet position.”

Conservative Group leader Coun
Adam Kent, who covers Wythall,
has hit out at Mr Taylor’s resigna-
tion, claiming the council is now in
‘chaos’.

Coun Kent said: “Reform prom-
ised strong leadership - instead,
residents are being subjected to
civil war in their ranks, resignations
and bitter infighting.

“At a time when Worcestershire
faces the biggest decisions in a
generation with Local Government
Reorganisation, the county is being
run by a group who are more inter-
ested in fighting among themselves
than delivering for local people.

“This is a crisis of leadership.
Reform are proving every day they
are not capable of running the coun-
cil

il

“While they collapse in on them-
selves, vital debates about the future
of our county are being under-
mined.

“The people of Worcestershire
deserve better than this amateur
hour.”

Matthew ]. Elmes & Co.

Chartered Accountants

Accountancy and taxation services

to business and individuals

Bookkeeping
Payroll

Statutory Accounts

Tax returns

Probate & Estate Administration
Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney

Authorised to carry on the reserved legal activity of Probate.
Authorised and regulated as a CILEX-ACCA Probate Entity.

info@matthewelmes.co.uk

£

01789 549008
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LEFT: Reverend
Laura Handy,
councillor
Richard Morris,
veterans Eric
Davies and Vince
Williams, MP
Nigel Huddleston,
mayor Chris
Bowden and
others were
among the
attendees at the

= VJ Day 80
commemorations.
. RIGHT: Wreaths
placed at the war
memorial.

Pictures by Paul

Burma Star vet joins VJ
Day 80 commemorations

DROITWICH came together
last weekend to mark the 80th
anniversary of VJ (Victory in
Japan) Day.

A service of remembrance was
led by Rev Laura Handy, from The
Saltway Team Ministry, in Victoria
Square on Saturday morning.

Members of the community gath-
ered to pay their respects as digni-
taries laid wreaths at the town’s war
memorial.

While VE Day (Victory in Europe)

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

marked the end of the war in Europe
in May 1945, many thousands of
Armed Forces personnel were still
engaged in fighting in the Far East.

The 14th Army, one of the main
fighting forces, became known as the
‘Forgotten Army’.

VJ Day marks the day Japan sur-
rendered, on August 15, 1945, bring-

ing the Second World War to a final
close.

Nigel Huddleston MP said the
occasion was ‘particularly poignant’
because the service was attended
by 100-year-old Burma Star veteran
Eric Davis.

He said on social media: “What an
incredible man he is.”

Another veteran, 82-year-old Vince
Williams, was also present.

He served in Borneo as an RAF
helicopter crewman responsible for

transporting British Marines and
Ghurkas into and out of the jungle
battlefields during the Indonesia-
Malaysia conflict in the early 1960s.

Thousands of British soldiers were
held as Prisoners of War (POWSs)
in Japan during the Second World
War. Around 30,000 British POWs
perished in captivity and the death
rate was much higher than those
captured and held in Europe.

* Turn to page 14 for Bromsgrove’s
VJ Day commemorations.
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Games &
treats at
free fete

A SUMMER fete is

set to take place

in Rubery next
Wednesday, August 27.

The event, which
will take place at
Deelands Hall between
12pm and 4pm, is free
to attend and is being
funded by Clarion
Futures.

The fete will feature
numerous games and
activities including
a punching machine,
face painting and prize
draw.

There will also be
various refreshments,
such as pizza and ice
cream vans and soft
drinks.

Those in attend-
ance will also get the
chance to meet the
Clarion team and sup-
port the local commu-
nity.

Deelands Hall com-
munity centre is man-
aged by Trident.

News and sport
online: www.

bromsgrove
standard.co.uk

B wons

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Kidderminster DY10 1JR Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01562 814868 Tel: 01905 886750

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES

)0 and a
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Artist Sophie helps
hospice shop cash in

A RENOWNED artist visited
the newest Primrose Hospice
charity shop on Bromsgrove
High Street.

Sophie Tea’s arrival was for the
44th episode of her ‘Charity Shop
Hunt’.

More than 200 members of the
community turned up to meet
Sophie and show their support for
the Primrose, raising more than
&£700 in under two hours through
the sale of items in the shop.

Sophie is best known for her
‘Nude’ era where she uses her work
to convey a powerful message of
inclusivity and to celebrate the
unique beauty of the female form.

Sophie said: “I can’t believe how

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

many people turned up this week.
One of my lovely Nudies from my
‘Waldorf show, Mandy, passed away
a few years ago, and the Primrose
Hospice did so much for her, so this
one was very special.

“Her wonderful husband, daugh-
ter, and grandchildren came along,
and that meant the world.

“I met so many amazing people
and I'm so grateful every week.”

She thanked everyone who turned
out and the charity for all the work
it did.

As well as supporting the charity
at their shop, Sophie has helped in

other ways. In 2022, she auctioned
an original painting after her show,
raising an incredible £4,700 for the
Primrose Hospice.

Look out for the full episode on
Sophie’s Instagram and TikTok @
sophieteaart

The Primrose Hospice would like
to thank Sophie, her team and eve-
ryone who visited the shop and the
Primrose volunteers.

Visit primrosehospice.org/sup-
port-us/shops/our-shops/ for more
on the Primrose Hospice shops.

Artist Sophie Tea with one of
the customers and Deborah, the
manager of Primrose Hospice
Bromsgrove Home Shop. s

Donna
Johnston
is
celebrating
winning
the award.
s

Congratulations
to our Divisional
Winner 2025!

Donna Johnston

Learner of the Year

Caring Donna collects top learner award

A CARER at a home in
Alcester has been named
divisional winner for Learner
of the Year at the Barchester
Care Awards.

Donna Johnston began at
Cherry Trees care home in
September 2023 when she
embarked on her Advanced
Care Practitioner course.

A spokesperson for the
home said: “For the past 14
years, Donna has been an
invaluable asset to us.

“She began her career as
a Healthcare Assistant and,
through her unwavering com-
mitment and NVQ achieve-
ments, steadily progressed to
become a Senior Carer, then
a Team Leader, and now an
Advanced Care Practitioner.”

Donna said: “I am incred-
ibly thankful for the training
opportunities provided by
Barchester.

“Winning this award is
a true honour, and I am

excited for what the future
holds.”

General manager Debbie
Osborne added” “Donna’s
commitment to Cherry Trees
and, most importantly, to her
residents is truly unmatched.

“We are incredibly excited
to support her as she con-
tinues her journey toward
becoming a Registered Nurse.
Her passion and dedication
make her an invaluable mem-
ber of our team.”

A

7

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&y

N

~>> GABLE RECYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Onen Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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GREAT ALNE
PARK

Retirement <

half price
service

*Terms and conditions apply.
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Hospitals to install
car chargepoints

ELECTRIC chargepoints are
set to be installed across
hospitals in Herefordshire
and Worcestershire Health
and Care NHS Trust, after
more than £400,000 worth
of funded allocated by the
government.

The trust will install 51 charge-
points across several of its sites,
and aims to deliver reductions in
fuel and maintenance costs that can
be redirected into frontline care.

This investment will deliver sav-

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

ings of §130million for the NHS
over the next 25 years, with an
estimated average return on invest-
ment in just four years.

Martin Jones, associate director
of estates and facilities at the trust,
said: “We're pleased that this fund-
ing has been awarded.

“This represents noteable pro-
gression in our commitments to
achieving net zero.

“By expanding the network, we're
providing more sustainable trans-
port options and creating a cleaner,
greener future for our local com-
munities.”

NHS chief sustainability officer
Chris Gormley said: “The NHS has
already implemented hundreds of
projects that reduce emissions and
drive significant cost savings, all
while improving patient care.

“This new $8million investment,
across 62 NHS Trusts and around
224 sites, supports the renewed
commitment in the government’s

Chargepoints are set to be i
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d across h

10 Year Health Plan to deliver a
more sustainable NHS while also
helping hospitals to save millions
on fuel and maintenance costs and
reducing air pollution.

across the county. s

“These savings can be reinvested
directly into frontline care, ensur-

ing the NHS continues to deliver
for our patients and communi-

ties.

IT WAS confirmed by the
Environment Agency that serious
pollution incidents by water com-
panies have risen 60 per cent in
ayear.

In 2024 there were a record
2,801 pollution incidents in
England.

River Action CEO James
Wallace said: “Serious pollution
incidents are rising, sewage dis-

rivers are spiralling toward eco-
logical collapse.
“This is not just regulatory fail-
ure — it is a national disgrace.”
Locally this latest ecological hit

of 2025, avian flu and botulism.
Why does it matter? Well, ‘The

charges remain rampant, and our

comes on top of the third drought

Column written by Extinction
Rebellion Bromsgrove

Flashes’, Upton Warren, managed
by the Worcestershire Wildlife
Trust, has almost completely
dried out for the sixth time in its
history.

It contains brackish water cre-
ated by the flooding of brine bore
holes in the 1950s.

The water is also fed by fresh
water from the Hen Brook and
topped up by rain water which

has been scarce in 2025. The
water at The Flashes hosts lots of
nutrients and shrimps that have
attracted avocets to come hereto
breed.

Upton was the first inland
reserve in the UK where they suc-
cessfully bred in 2003 and every
year since.

Sadly, this is the fourth year
in a row when only a handful
fledged.

In 2022 botulism struck, in
2023 it was avian flu and the very
dry conditions in 2024 and 2025
helped predators, mainly foxes,
have a field day.

The World Organisation for ani-
mal health reported in June 2024:
“The avian virus can survive for

long periods in fresh water and
can be spread by farmland activ-
ity.”

So there is a link to effective
water management.

It is not just Upton avocets that
have been severely affected - little
ringed plovers, lapwings, red-
shank, oystercatchers and com-
mon terns also failed to fledge
any chicks since 2021.

Lucky that nature is so resil-
ient because the RSPB now has
1,300 breeding avocets on their
reserves and the lapwings and
cranes have also seen record
breeding levels in 2024.

What can Bromsgrovians do to
help?

1. Join the Worcestershire

60 per cent rise in serious pollution incidents is a disgrace

Wildlife Trust and enjoy the
reserve with 24/7 different species
of bird.

2. Become a volunteer at Upton
where work-parties are held every
Tuesday.

3. Get a water meter.

4. Don’t waste water: use wash-
ing-up water and share a bath
(or at least the water) with your
partner.

5. Raise planning objections to
protect this irreplaceable Site of
Special Scientific Interest if the
council wants to build houses on
its doorstep.

Find Extinction Rebellion
Bromsgrove on Instagram or visit
bromsgroveextinctionrebellion.uk
for more information.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30%

off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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HYPNOS
SUMMER
SALE

KING SIZE FOR THE
PRICE OF A DOUBLE OR
SUPER KING FOR THE
PRICE OF A KING
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PALACE FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS
THEATRE Box Office 01527 65203

BEN THOMPSON

REDDITBH XL
COMEDY CLUB

ED BYRNE, IVO GRAHAM, RUSSELL HICKS & PRAKASH JIRJADH

THUR 4 SEPT : 7.30PM . WED 10 SEPT : 7.30PM

o z’]’ \: I|P' :

RANT,
QR | iz | imi9

. 3{( = “Genuine talent”

uncamm e tha reat thing”"

WED 17 SEPT : 7.30PM FRI 19 SEPT : 7.30PM

'lVI.ogend . Emmerdale &
. i - ’ THE MAGICAL
BII.L wmn PANTOMIME
: ADVENTURE

'+ - 'BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
IIEI)DI'I'GHI’ALAGETIIEMRE GO.IIK

ONLINE BOOKING WWW. reddltchpalacetheatre co. uk
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Post Office open
after a revamp

WINYATES Post Office has been official-
ly re-opened after major improvements
undertaken by new owners.

Saumya Naudville is the new postmistress
and will run the store alongside her husband,
Raj Singh.

The previous postmaster resigned and the
branch temporarily closed at the end of May.

The branch then underwent major work to
modernise the premises and to fully stock the
convenience store including new refrigera-
tion for fresh products.

Owners Saumya Naudville and Raj Singh
said: “Customers are really pleased to
have their Post Office back open. They are
impressed with all of the changes we have
made.

“We have new shelving and refrigeration
and there is a wide retail range that we
stock including meat, fresh vegetables, food,

drinks, snacks, cleaning products and toilet-
ries. We have another shop in Bromsgrove,
so we know what works well.

“This is our first Post Office and we are
excited to have this new-look shop and Post
Office. We are very community-minded. We
had a fresh start with the retail range and we
donated produce to the nearby food charity.

Post Office Network Area Change Manager,
Kully Dosanjh, said: “We know how impor-
tant a Post Office is to a community and we
are delighted to have restored service at this
new-look store and with very convenient
opening hours.”

Redditch MP Chris Bloore officially opened
the new store.

He said: “It is crucial to have Post Offices
in residential areas like Winyates Way so that
constituents can easily visit to get the serv-
ices they need.

“I want to thank Saumya
and Raj for their big invest-
ment into their shop. It looks
great — light, bright and mod-
ern and fully-stocked.

“The daily opening from
early until late is very con-
venient for customers to visit.
With bank branch closures
it’s very handy that people
can do their everyday bank-
ing here.”

The opening hours are
Monday to Sunday from
7.30am until 10pm.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore
has officially reopened
the Post Office. s
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Smash FM DJs ‘Rufus Stone’ and ‘Willie Love’ will take the audience on an

unforgettable journey. s

FANS of the 1980s will be in their element
at Bromsgrove’s Artrix next month when
Smash FM DJs ‘Rufus Stone’ and ‘Willie
Love’ take the audience on an unforget-
table journey.

At 7.30pm on September 21, they will
lead those watching through the very best
of 80s music, comedy and nostalgia.

They host the touring production show
live and loud from the Smash FM radio
studio and are ready to jump head first
into a decade which gave so much.

A spokesperson for the show said:
“Come and join them and our full cast of
live musicians, singers, and dancers, for
this 80s revival concert with a difference.”

The production boasts state-of-the-art

visuals and is packed full of surprises. It
guarantees to get everyone there up and
dancing in the aisles.

“We invite you to relive the sights and
sounds of an incredible decade.”

The show will feature hits from
Duran Duran, Madonna, Rick Astley,
Bananarama, Billy Joel, Kim Wilde, The
Pet Shop Boys, Queen, Wham, and many
more.

Tickets for Smash 80s FM are available
from the box office - online at: artrix-
bromsgrove.co.uk or by calling 01527
361324.

Visit the show’s official website:
smash80sfm.com for more on what to
expect on the night.

3 THE EXCITING NEW 80's
2Z22CGONCERT=EXPERIENCE

TUNE IN TO YOUR
VIRTUAL DJS

MUSICIANS i
SINGERS & DANCERS

FOR AN EXPLOSIVE FUN FILLED
80’s REVIVAL CONCERT EXPERIENCE

( MORE THAN JUST A RADID SHOW,
i 7

r A night of comedy, variety and
21st Sept 2025 nostalgia, with a non-stop kicking
boxoffice@artrixbromsgrove.co.uk 80’s soundtrack!
box office, 01527 361324 £ smash80sfm

www.smash80sfm.com
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= BROMSGROVE | 1)
SPORTING FC

VISITORS __ {]

LEFT TO RIGHT: Representatives at
- the 80th anniversary of VJ Day; A
special VJ Day 80 wreath; Wreaths
were laid at the memorial - the
national one for the Burma
campaign. Pictures by Tristan

| Harrls © Bullivant Media Group

VJ Day 80 was commemorated at the Victoria Ground
before Bromsgrove Sporting’s home match against
Iding United. Picture by Chris Jepson. s

Worcestershire Lord Lieutenant Beatrice Grant
and the Lord Lieutenant Cadet Flitan Davies
with 99-year-old veteran Albert Malin.

HUNDREDS turned out
to mark the 80th anni-
versary of VJ (Victory in
Japan) Day in Bromsgrove
on Saturday.

A special parade and serv-
ice was held at the Burma
Star Memorial at Crown Close
which is the national memorial
for the Far East campaign. It
was organised by the Burma
Star Association, Bromsgrove
Branch and the Birmingham
Association of the Far East
Prisoners of War (FEPOW).

The event was attended
by the Lord Lieutenant of
Worcestershire, Beatrice
Grant, Bromsgrove MP Bradley
Thomas, armed forces veter-
ans and representatives from
Burma associations, the Royal
British Legion, the Bromsgrove
Society, the Bromsgrove Court
Leet and the district council.

Several standards were on
parade, along with Army and
Sea Cadets.

The service was led by Rev
Ray Khan, the Vicar of St John’s
Church and the Bromsgrove
Royal British Legion Chaplain.

In his opening address, he
thanked God for comradeship
and paid tribute to those who
gave their lives during the cam-
paigns in Burma, South East
Asia and the Far East, along
with those who gave their lives
elsewhere in the Second World
War.

After readings and prayers
there was The Last Post, an

impeccably observed two-
minute silence and the
Reveille.

It was followed by The
Kohima Epitaph, the hymn ‘Oh
God, Our Help in Ages Past,
and the official FEPOW (Far

East Prisoners of War) prayer
was read.

Then 15 wreaths were
laid, starting with the Lord
Lieutenant of Worcetershire
and Bromsgrove MP Bradley
Thomas and by representatives
from the other organisations.

The service concluded with a
commitment to peace and the
National Anthem.

Because VJ Day happened
months after VE (Victory in
Europe) Day, those fighting in
the Far East were known as the
‘Forgotten Army’.

After the service, Rev Khan
said: “They were known as the
Forgotten Army but they are
not forgotten today.

“This has been an amazing
turn-out for the 80th anniver-
sal

Ms Grant added:
the

“I thought
service was very well

attended and beautifully done.
I think it is important for us all
to remember those who gave
their lives for our freedom.”

And Mr Thomas said: “It was
wonderful so many people from
Bromsgrove came and remem-
bered this conflict that was not
fought on our continent.

“We must remember the
Second World War was not
exclusively in Europe and other
battles were just as important
to bringing about peace.”

VJ Day 80 was also marked
at the Victoria Ground before
Bromsgrove Sporting’s home
match with Spalding. Two vet-
erans, Rev Khan and the Burma
Star standard attended and a
minute’s silence was observed.

* Visit this story at
bromsgrovestandard.co.uk for
more pictures and a video of
the whole service.

‘7/te New

WESTON SUPER-MARE
FANTASTIC FIVE DAY BREAKS

=mnm
EEE~

Amazing h
Offers ‘

Up To
2 5% -
Off

FREE BAR WEEKENDS

**Three Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment
**Optional Coach Pick Up **FREE BAR 6pm-10pm

Friday 5th Sept - Monday 8th Sept ~ Was £329 NOW £269pp
Friday 12th Sept - Monday 15th Sept Was £325 NOW £265pp
Friday 19th Sept - Monday 22nd Sept Was £325 NOW £265pp
Friday 3rd Oct - Monday 6th Oct Was £319 NOW £255pp
Friday 10th Oct - Monday 13th Oct ~ Was £309 NOW £249pp
Friday 17th Oct - Monday 20th Oct ~ Was £309 NOW £249pp
Friday 24th Oct - Monday 27th Oct ~ Was £309 NOW £249pp

**Four Nights Accommodation **Full English Breakfast
**Four Course Evening Meal **Live Nightly Entertainment
**Qptional Coach Pick Up

Monday 8th Sept - Friday 12th Sept ~ Was £335 NOW £285pp
Monday 29th Sept - Friday 3rd Oct Was £329 NOW £279pp
Monday 6th Oct - Friday 10th Oct Was £325 NOW £265pp
Monday 13th Oct - Friday 17th Oct Was £325 NOW £265pp
Monday 20th Oct - Friday 24th Oct Was £325 NOW £265pp

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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Botany Bay Gelebrates 20 Years!

mddltch garden centre Botany
ay Nurseries has celebrated
its 50th annlversary

Customers and friends joined in the celebrations,
tucking into cake and finding out the fascinating
history of this independent family-run business.

In 1974 Sue & Peter Ratcliffe bought a plot of land
in Astwood Bank, known locally as Botany Bay.
They both had a background in horticulture and it
was their ambition to start their own nursery, Peter
had gained advanced qualifications and had worked
as an adviser at the Ministry of Agriculture.

The couple lived in Redditch, they had a lively
toddler and Sue was heavily pregnant. To keep
money coming in while the business developed,
Peter took on a milk round and also worked as a
contract landscaper on Redditch New Town. He
actually planted most of the trees along Alders
Drive.

The land was drained and prepared and they set
about planting Pick Your Own strawberries,
raspberries, gooseberries & blackcurrants. Peter
could tell some great stories about Pick Your Own -

("

BOTANY BAY

including the topless raspberry pickers! This was a
relatively successful business, however the land
itself wasn’t good growing land. The only time it
had ever been ploughed was in WW2 to grow
potatoes.

A company based in Stratford asked if Botany Bay
could grow geraniums for them. So a huge
polytunnel was built with benching and heating and
was soon full of geranium cuttings. In 1978 the
couple also began building work for a house on
site. The whole family moved into a tiny caravan,
Sue and Peter, 2 young boys and 2 dogs. Using a
bucket as a toilet and visiting family for showers
once a week, it was an unforgettable experience.

With the business growing and a team of staff
building up, a huge glasshouse was built, with
many more added over the years up to the 12
houses that they have today.

The business continued to grow for about 5 years
until disaster struck - the Stratford company pulled

ﬁﬁ

NURSERIES « GARDEN CENTRE

Everything you need for the garden plus
gorgeous gifts and homeware

Plant specialists for

« CAFE

\ 4

av

out of their contract halfway through the season. So
after many sleepless nights Peter and Sue decided
to go it alone and set up their own wholesale
business.

Around this time a chirpy 16-year old started
working for Sue and Peter, a young man called
Jeremy - he learned the business and is still here
as a Director 39 years later!

The business at this time was purely a wholesale
nursery, employing up to 40 staff in the main
season. At its peak, they were growing one million
geraniums, about 1.25 million fuchsias and about 3
million other hanging basket plants. They developed
a reputation far and wide for selling the “Mother
Stock”. These were the plants that provided the
cuttings for all of the stock. People still ask for
these even now!

- Cid

&i’

Proud to be
your local

Frenchic
stockist!

50 years

When he left school, their eldest son Jamie went to
work at other nurseries to learn the trade from the
bottom up and returned to Botany Bay when he
was 24. In the early 2000s, there was a shift in the
market. Dutch growers were producing vast
numbers of plants in staggeringly large
glasshouses in the Netherlands. They were keen on
price and unlimited on supply - smaller growers like
Botany Bay found it difficult to compete. So the
business had to evolve.

Jamie became more involved in the business as it
moved in new directions, opening a Plant Centre,
which over the years has become the successful
Garden Centre that they have now. As the garden
centre built up, the wholesale business reduced in
volume. Their biggest customer is now Botany Bay
itself!

Botany Bay are proud to work every year with
Astwood Bank in Bloom, Henley in Bloom and
Studley in Bloom. They also supply the local
authorities in Alcester, Redditch and Feckenham.
Jamie and the management team have lots of
exciting ideas for the future of the Botany Bay, so
generations of gardeners to come can benefit from
top quality and friendly service that Botany Bay
prides itself on.

BOTANY BAY t—\

Sussisunte Clboid Fhents
NURSERIES .

GARDEN CENTRE = CAFE

Save up
to £900
on quality
garden
furniture
sets

New Product: Eco Fuego Smoke- free Eco Firepits

. Many plants are grown rlght here in acres of glasshouses

&N RN A PY /N
For news, offers and
events follow us on

Q0

N Rt

.

WWW.BOTANY-BAY.

Find us just off the A441 in Astwood Bank. Botany Bay Nurseries,

FANTASTIC
GARDEN

FURNITURE

SALE!

Super Summer

SALE

E LINES ADDED
MAZlNG SAVINGS!

A BT oI,

CO.UK

Garden Centre and Café,

Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch, B96 6BG
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Planted some fifty years ago,
is still blossoming

garden centre

REDDITCH garden centre Botany
Bay Nurseries has celebrated its
50th anniversary.

Customers and friends joined in the
celebrations, tucking into cake and
finding out the history of business.

In 1974 Sue and Peter Ratcliffe
bought a plot of land in Astwood

ank, known locally as Botany Bay.

They both had a background in
horticulture and it was their ambi-
tion to start their own nursery, Peter
had gained advanced qualifications
and had worked as an adviser at the
Ministry of Agriculture.

The couple lived in the town and
with a toddler and a baby on the way,
they had to keep the money coming
in while the business developed.

Peter took on a milk round and
also worked as a contract landscaper
on Redditch New Town. He actu-
ally planted most of the trees along
Alders Drive.

The land was drained and prepared
and they set about planting Pick
Your Own strawberries, raspberries,
gooseberries and blackcurrants.

A company based in Stratford asked
if Botany Bay could grow geraniums
for them. So a huge polytunnel was
built with benching and heating and
was soon full of geranium cuttings.

In 1978 the couple also began
building work for a house on site. The
whole family moved into a tiny cara-
van, Sue and Peter, two young boys
and two dogs. Using a bucket as a
toilet and visiting family for showers

once a week, the family said it was an
unforgettable experience.

With the business growing and
a team of staff building up, a huge
glasshouse was built, with many
more added over the years up to the
12 houses that they have today.

The business continued to grow for
about five years until disaster struck
- the Stratford company pulled out
of their contract halfway through the
season.

So after many sleepless nights Peter
and Sue decided to go it alone and set
up their own wholesale business.

Jamie, Pete and Sue’s eldest became
more involved in the business as it
moved in new directions, opening a
Plant Centre, which over the years
has become the successful Garden
Centre that they have now.

A spokesperson for the garden
centre said: “Botany Bay are proud
to work every year with Astwood
Bank in Bloom, Henley in Bloom and
Studley in Bloom.

“They also supply the local
authorities in Alcester, Redditch and
Feckenham.

“Jamie and the management team
have lots of exciting ideas for the
future of the Botany Bay, so gen-
erations of gardeners to come can
benefit from top quality and friendly
service that Botany Bay prides itself
on.”

Staff and visitors celebrated the
50th anniversary of Botany Bay. s
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Mid Week Roast on uAThursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm
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BROMSGROVE'S

D AKLANDS

FURNITURE
MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!

Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Trusted BRAND names with extra discounts on
made to order items from -
Sherborne Upholstery, Harrison Spinks, Global Home, Cotswold
Chairs and many more.
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs
Beds - Mattresses - Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds
Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture

Clearance - Big brand names at unbeatable prices:
DFS ¢ Tetrad * La-Z-Boy °* Parker Knoll * Sofology ¢ Furniture
Village, Dunelm and much more!!

(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display * Clearance Stock)

SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!

Clearance & Extra Discounts off Ordered Items.

Special Offers this Bank Holiday!

Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 WITH AN /0 '
years’ experience! EXTRA 0“ ""s WHK
Built on Experience, Grown on Trust.

o Bﬁ‘mar
Was £598 15 an
NOW ONLY | 2 .. 8 Half Price

on most!!

rmrmunmuamunm dli'cnllPI.ETESETWI‘I'Hz DRAWERS
Stylish, modern & perfect for any dining space I * HEADBOARD IN CHOICE OF COLOURS

NDW LY
£1,499

Collection of fireside chairs - many )  NLABLEAS 2 CORNER 0 2 CORNER 1 ELEI:I
1.5-2.:1’:“:: :n?rﬁr:u‘m;%mns brand names! many with up to 60% off 'DUAL ACTION RISE RECLINER RECLINING WITH USB PORTS IN STOCK IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

- WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
_ ‘0% © YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

Interst & OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

© WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THESTORE QPEN 7 DAYS

. . : Open Bank Holida
Unit 35 Aston Fields Trading Park, Monday 10-5PM

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW Tel: 01527 872202

5 (o] . - Frid -
www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk o iomm.sem « Sen 1oam- aom

@
Oaklands Furniture Limited is an i ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, ga IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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& ROW VALLEY "
i VISITOR CENTRE - - .|

THE BOATHOUSE

AT THE ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE
APRIL - SEPT. QAM SO;IE/;I\GOT(IEIFS MAF%(,H 9AM SPM_f

PEDALDS

g Alﬁ@[‘rﬂo
@@ﬁﬁﬂn@mﬁzﬁ@m
TEHIE WATER WITEH @UR

- BEVEGANiISWANIPEDAIGS!
WALHES AREWELSONME,

" [SRYOUICANIBO ORI NIINE]

- INJABVANC EiTOISECURERM =

YO URISPOI!

arrowvalley co.uk
BATTENS DRIVE, REDDITCH, B98 OLJ
f@AVVCReddntch © @theboathouseavvc
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A really fun way
to boost funds

A FUN family afternoon in
Fernhill Heath has raised
§2,700 which was handed
over to St Richard’s Hospice
in Worcester this week.

North Claines Parish Council
chairman, Megan Farmer,
handed over the cash to Jodie
Brandwood at St Richard’s,
confirming it was the highest
amount the annual ‘Fun on The
Brum’ event has ever achieved.

More than 300 bottles were
donated for the tombola along
with scores of raffle prizes and
donations from stallholders
offering goods ranging from
fused glass to crocheted items
and bhajis to brownies.

Donations to play on the vari-
ety of inflatables supplied by the
parish council raised the lion’s
share of the cash during the
four-hour event on the village
playing field.

West Mercia Police Brass
Band provided a musical back-
drop while a novelty dog show
provided entertainment — along
with a stilt-walker, robotic dino-
saur and much more. -

Megan said: “Each year we r .
organise this event to bring vil- ‘We're very grateful to all the villagers and
lagers together and raise funds for local ~businesses who supported and all those who
causes. helped make it the best ever this year.”

“In the past we have donated to Air y
Ambulance, Night Stop and Droitwich Food Jodie Brandwood accepts the pro-
Bank and, as the popularity of Fun on The ¢eeds of Fun on The Brum 2025 from

Brum increases, so do the donations. NCPC Chairman Megan Farmer. s

DEAN SIMPSON

N &Y TREE SURGEONS

County Tree Surgeons have been
trusted tree surgeons in Redditch
and the surrounding area for over 15
years, specialising in tree reduction
and removal. A family run business
with values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

Tel 01527 404240
Mobile 07969 895316

wWww.countytreesurgeons.com

v All aspects of tree work
undertaken

v Specialist in tree removal/
reductions

v Fencing

v Hedge maintenance

v/ Storm damage work

v Tree stump grinding service
v Conifer trees topped or felled
v Call out work

v/ Fast clean service

v Free estimates

v/ Fully insured

v ‘All work carried out to BS3998
standard
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What if we could transform
vour kitchen in just one day?

using our made to measure replacement
Kitchen Doors & Worktops System

Very little mess - Very big Savings!

‘ _ am — . e -
s Pt ‘ Q—, ‘. — ‘ - = s
f,. ) -
//v,.
hal

R
(') (] Bea e akeo a om aro £3000
A 0]

Request a brochure today to see how you can transfForm your kitchen
for much less than a total replacement and in less than half the time -
But For Half Price Fitting you must move Fast so you don’t miss out!

Request a brochure 01384 293654
Book a home visit 0330 321 0461

Visit us online

) & WORKTOPS |
www.doorsandworktops.com & WORKTOPS
since 2005

Door Sales Group Main Office: Doors House Wordsley Green West Midlands DY8 5PD - Telephone 01384 660065 - 01384 293654
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Status Quo’s Francis Rossi to
perform at the Palace Theatre

AN EVENING of Francis
Rossi playing Songs from the
Status Quo Songbook and
more is heading to Redditch’s
Palace Theatre.

The new show, at 7.30pm on
September 25, will also feature
songs he has never played before
in this format and he will offer first-
hand backstage tales.

With his renowned wit and
humour, he will talk about appear-
ing more than 100 times on Top
Of The Pops, why the band went
on first at Live Aid, life with Rick
Parfitt, the hits, fellow stars and
misadventures across the world.

Francis will perform many of his
signature hits that made the Quo
name, plus some personal favour-
ites and deeper cuts and he will

be telling more stories about his
incredible life in music.

The star promises a refreshing
take on some of his most-loved and
enduring material and indiscreet
fresh tales from across the incred-
ible career of one of rock’s great
performers and raconteurs.

The story starts with ‘Pictures
of Matchstick Men’ but continues
right up to the present day.

Francis will mostly be playing
his Acoustasonic guitar which, he
says is ‘basically a Telecaster but
is more compatible with a show of
this nature — it still has the ring and
sound of a Tele’.

Francis, who has extended his
2025 UK tour, adding extra dates,
said: “This is a brand new show
so I am looking forward to taking

it to new venues and new crowds,
but also returning to some of my
favourite places in the UK.

“The show lifts the lid on a lot of
what went on in the world of Status
Quo, and I build in plenty of songs
along the way - lots of my classic
hits, but there are also versions of
songs that I haven’t tried in the for-
mat before, and I have to say they
sound fantastic.

“There’s a lot to get through so
don’t be late.”

Visit: aegpresents.co.uk/event/
francis-rossi/ for more on the show
and go to: redditchpalacetheatre.
co.uk or call 01527 65203 to buy
tickets.

Francis Rossi is heading to the
Palace Theatre. s

FANS of The Searchers and The
Hollies are in for a treat when a
top tribute comes to Bromsgrove’s
Artrix for an unmissable 90 minutes
from two of the most iconic music
from bands of the 1960s and 70s.

At  7.30pm on Thursday,
September 4, magic will be created
of the golden ear of pop which cap-
tivated audiences on both sides of
the Atlantic.

From the unmistakable jangle of
12-string guitars to lush harmonies
and infectious melodies, this show
is a must-see for fans of classic
rock and vintage pop.

The show boasts a feel-good
night which celebrates the sound-
track of a generation, hit after hit,
live on stage,

Featuring a set list packed with
timeless chart-toppers, including

‘Needles And Pins’,
Walk In The Room’,
Look’, ‘Here | Go Again’,

‘When You
‘Just One
‘I'm Sorry’

Tickets cost £25 (plus booking
fee) and can be purchased by
visiting: artrixoromsgrove.co.uk or

and many more, this high energy
performance will transport listeners
on a trip down memory lane.

The band has always loved the
Merseybeat era and plans to put
on a performance where people
will sing along without realising
and leave the theatre beaming.

by calling the box office on 01527
361324.

The top tribute to The Searchers
and The Hollies is head-

ing to Bromsgrove’s Artrix

on September 4. Picture by
Laurence Harvey. s

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

For more information, or to book, please call

PRC 4 03332 342 514 o o5
S e

NEWQUAY & THE CREAM OF
CORNWALL TURKEY & TINSEL

Departing Mon 3 Nov ‘25
Join us for some early Christmas celebrations in
Newquay, where there’s plenty of festive-themed
fun on offer at our hotel! Winter is a lovely time
to enjoy the crisp clean air and explore the
atmospheric streets of Cornwall’s seaside towns
and villages.
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove
v/ 4 nights at the Pentire Hotel, Newquay
(JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast
(includes traditional ‘Christmas’ dinner with
complimentary glass of wine)
¢/ Mulled wine reception on first evening
v/ Afternoon tea and Christmas cake on
‘Boxing Day’
v/ Entertainment every evening
v/ Excursions to Penzance, St lves & Falmouth
Optional excursion to Port Isaac
& Padstow (£14pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ 5329

Single Supplement £80

These p v](k]gP< UF subjec days terms & con

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

. 44*’"

SANTA'S FAVOURITE
MUSIL‘ll IS BACK
DON!

ELF THE MUSICAL EVENING SHOW
& LONDON

Departing Sat 15 Nov ‘25, Sat 22 Nov ‘25,
Sat 6 Dec ‘25, Sat 13 Dec ‘25, Sat 27 Dec ‘25
Get ready to sparklejollytwinklejingley with
festive cheer as we head to London for
EIf The Musical! Join Buddy the EIf on his
hilarious, heart-warming quest to spread
Christmas spirit. With time for sightseeing or
shopping, this magical trip is snow joke!
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove
v Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or
JG4 rating) outside London with breakfast
v/ Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)
v/ Free time in London for shopping
& sightseeing

2 Days by Coach on@ £199
Single Supplement £50
ﬂ Lwi h th]a\s Erlhe As

QLVER SRONZe

BRITISH BRITISH
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Just for Pets

Just for Pets, 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets, Saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk




PAGE 22

Still unsure about September? Don't worry!
It’s not too late to apply for one of
Stratford-upon-Avon College’s career-
focused courses.

The College offers a wide range of exciting
subjects, from computing to sport,
performing arts to graphic design and
more at its beautiful, redeveloped campus.
The College’s school leaver courses are
designed to prepare students for either
higher-level study or the workplace. New T-

Levels and many other vocational

| | qualifications enable students to progress
straight to university after completing their
course. Students will also leave with the

{ | practical skills needed to get started in

4 | their chosen industry.

i JMH\‘ ‘ \IH\ HHHI
\ MH\ Hlu r[rm\

Discover the College’s full range of courses at Wwwi.stratford.ac.u
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Finished school? Turn your
passion into your profession

The College will be hosting School
Leaver Advice Days - Thursday 21st
August, 10am-6pm and Friday
22nd August, 10am-2pm, as well
as late interview sessions throughout
August and early September.

Please call on 01789 266 245 for
further details!

LT L T e e e e S

IT'S NOTTOO LATE TO APPLY!

T-LEVELS

VOCATIONAL COURSES

APPRENTICESHIPS

LATE INTERVIEW SESSIONS:

Dates available throughout August.
Call 01789 266 245 to find out more!
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Advice is to extend Child Benefit claim soon

PARENTS who know their teenag-
er’s plans in September are being
urged to extend their claim now to
continue to receive Child Benefit.

HM Revenue and Customs
(HMRC) has written to 1.5 million
eligible parents reminding them to
extend their Child Benefit claim for
their 16 to 19-year-old.

Child Benefit is worth £26.05
per week - or §£1,354.60 a year
- for the eldest or only child and

£17.25 per week - or £897 a year -
for each additional child.

Child Benefit can continue to
be paid for young people who
are studying full time in non-ad-
vanced education as well as unpaid
approved training courses.

More than 509,000 parents of
teenagers, who are staying in full-
time education or approved train-
ing, have already extended their
Child Benefit claim.

A record-breaking 67 per cent
have done it online to guarantee
their payments will continue in
September. Parents need to extend
their claim by 31 August or pay-
ments will automatically stop.

Myrtle Lloyd, HMRC'’s chief cus-
tomer officer, said: “Teenagers can
be expensive and Child Benefit is
an important source of income for
your household. As soon as you
know what your teen is doing in

September, don’t miss out. You
can extend your claim in minutes
through the HMRC app or online to
ensure your payments continue.”

If either the claimant or their
partner has an individual income
of between £60,000 and £80,000,
the higher earner will be subject
to the High Income Child Benefit
Charge.

For families who fall into this cat-
egory, the online Child Benefit tax

calculator provides an estimate of
how much benefit they will receive
and what the charge may be.

HMRC say the quickest and easi-
est way to ensure payments con-
tinue is to extend via the HMRC
app or online through the digital
service.

Parents can also scan the QR
code in their reminder letter which
will take them straight to the dig-
ital service.

Don’t pile

AS THE bank holiday weekend

approaches, West Midlands

Ambulance Service (WMAS) is

urging the residents to take sim-

ple steps to protect their health
and reduce pressure on emer-
gency services.

With GP surgeries, pharmacies,
and other services operating reduced
hours, planning ahead is key.

‘WMAS is asking members of the
public to:

B Order repeat prescriptions early
— ensure you have enough medi-
cation to last through the long
weekend.

B Restock your medicine cabi-
net - Be prepared for common
health problems by keeping a
well-stocked medicine cabinet at
home. Keep essentials such as
pain relief, antihistamines, plas-
ters, antiseptic cream, and rehy-
dration salts at home.

B Use NHS 111 online - for urgent
but non-life-threatening medical
concerns, visit 111.nhs.uk for

advice on the best care.

H Only call 999 in a genuine emer-
gency - such as chest pain, diffi-
culty breathing, serious bleeding,
unconsciousness, or a suspected
stoke.

B Check in on vulnerable and eld-
erly loved ones and neighbours
- a quick visit or call to ensure

pressure

they are ok and have everything
they need could make a huge dif-
ference.

B If you're travelling, be prepared
— make sure you take water for
long journeys, have what3words
downloaded so that we know
exactly where to find you in an
emergency and ensure you've

on 999

packed any medications.

Paramedic, Liam Guy said: “We
know that accidents and illnesses
can happen at any time, but over
the bank holidays we’re encouraging
everyone to be proactive, don’t let
a lack of planning ruin your bank
holiday.

“Bank holiday weekends can be

notoriously busy for the service, with
high demand putting extra pressure
on ambulance crews, call handlers,
and on hospital teams. By taking
small but important steps now, you
can help us make sure ambulances
are available for those in life-threat-
ening situations who need them the
most.”

THE

JOFHNSONS

01564
510 307

@ Great value short breaks departing soon
® Limited availability

@ |deal for last-minute plans
table coach travel

® comfo

@ Quality accommodation
@ Easy booking by phone or online

Request your copy today or view it online at: www.johnsonscoclches.co.uk orscan the QR code.

As we always like to say... Travel with Johnsons - Travel with Friends!
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Bromsgrove based
predicted to save

e

SINCE launching in April, over 50 businesses
across Worcestershire have benefitted from a free
Business Energy Advice Service (BEAS) assess-
ment, helping them to identify areas where they can
save money and reduces their operational costs.

A BEAS assessment offers businesses an oppor-
tunity to evaluate their current energy use, under-
stand where immediate savings can be made, and
map out future investment to become more effi-
cient and cut operational costs.

Bromsgrove based Whiting Landscape Limited
has just completed an energy review and are pre-
dicted to save in excess of §£4,000 a year on their
energy bills.

Jon Murphy, director of Whiting Landscape
Limited, said: “The energy assessment was an
incredibly valuable service that has provided us
with a really useful baseline measure.

“The fantastic initiative has not only helped us

Firenjoying free advice

=

better understand our energy usage but has also
empowered us as a company to make more sustain-
able choices for the future.

“Findings have provided us with a much clearer
understanding of how energy is used in our busi-
ness and highlighted practical steps we can take to
reduce our consumption and lower our bills.”

Coun Alan Amos, cabinet member for busi-
ness and skills at Worcestershire County Council,
said: “We're all about helping SMEs like Whiting
Landscape to work smarter and more efficiently.

“The BEAS assessment helps business owners to
review and evaluate their operating costs and to
identify areas for investment to boost their bottom
lin

e.
“I would encourage anyone to take advantage of
this opportunity.”
Visit businessgrowthwestmidlands.org.uk/beas
for more information.
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More police
roles to go in
war on costs

FURTHER police staff roles are set
to be cut across West Mercia as
the force continues to battle fund-
ing shortfalls.

Just months ago, in June, after the
force announced redundancies in non-
policing staff roles which have made
‘significant savings’, West Mercia says
its £8 million budget gap ‘must be
addressed’.

‘West Mercia’s PCC, John Campion,
and chief constable, Richard Cooper,
broke the news to their workforce
last Thursday (August 14) but have
not confirmed how many roles will be
affected.

The pair said Government funding is
not keeping pace with inflation and a
growing demand on its services.

An underestimation of its costs,
alongside a recent pay deal for offic-
ers, an uplift in policing numbers
and those reaching higher pay points,
continues to put strain on the organi-
sation’s budgets.

Whilst the Police and Crime
Commissioner, along with other PCCs
and Chiefs around the country, has
reached out to the Home Office to
stress the financial strain in policing
in general, they say this isn’t a solution
for this current situation. The Home
Office has not responded publicly to
calls from forces across the UK.

Chief Constable Richard Cooper
said: “The difficult decision we have
made, to make further police staff
redundancies, is certainly not some-
thing we would choose to be doing.

“Protecting people from harm
remains our absolute priority. We
absolutely stand by our commitment
to the neighbourhood policing guar-
antee.”

Mr Campion said: “I want to reas-
sure our communities that action is
being taken to address these issues
and ensure that the force is able to
continue delivering an efficient and
effective service and keep communi-
ties safe.

“The Chief Constable and I are mak-
ing best use of all the resources and
flexibilities we have at our disposal.
But it is not enough.

“Let’s be clear. There are wider, fun-
damental issues around how central
funding is distributed to police forces
that hasn’t been fixed by the current,
or previous, Governments.

“This unfairness, that I have raised
on a number of occasions, has exacer-
bated the current challenges we face.

“In addition, there are growing man-
dates from the Government dictating
how we should spend the grant we
receive for our police force, communi-
ties and their needs.”

Check out our E-Editions!

Standard &

www.redditchstandard.co.uk/editions
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk/editions
www.droitwichstandard.co.uk/editions

The same paper youl

on your mobile, tablet and computer
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Q\ BURCOT GRANGE

!&g & LODGE

’BROMSGROVE 4 l

—

3% SEE .

‘\|||||||ﬁ||||f-i"m|m |

make the most of the wonderful facilities on offer at Burcot, which include a full and varied timetable

of activities for all to enjoy.

Our belief is for every one of our residents to ‘Live well toclay and thrive tomorrow’ and at Burcot

Grange & Lodge there is a plethora OF OppOl’tUI‘lity to enable everyone to C]O SO.

FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH: SINGING for featlZ
oin us on the first Thursday of the month for ‘Singing for Health” which takes place in our

JjI elegant Conservatory OVGI’]OOl(ll’lg the beautlful gardens En]O)’ upllftmg songs, frlendly company,

and mdu]gent treats - From lUXUFlOUS warmmg drml<s to ca|<es shortbread and sweet blteS

Anlval from 3pm on lhursday 3 ]U.l)/ at the Glange.

MEET & GREET MONDAYS for Uhese living witde devnenca

On the last Monday of every month, come and join us for an afternoon of singing, dancing and

0
—. warming hot drinks, served with delicious butter shortbread and wonderful assortment of cakes

and 1‘efreshments. Everyone is welcome = Arrival From me at The Lodge.

Find out more about our amazing care home and what all-inclusive rea]]y looks like.

Telephone Kiran on 0121 445 5552 or visit www.burcotgrange.co.uk
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Appomtments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

Democratic Services

Golll GIGSI i@% Apprentice

37 hours per week, fixed term contract

Require the following in the Redditch, | | Ol : -
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and i opporunty o, g hani. eXperenc, Gevelop ractca sl and
Klddermmster areas work towards a nationally recognised qualification - all while receiving a salary.

Our apprenticeships offer real-world training, career progression opportunities, NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

— and the chance to work alongside experienced professionals in a supportive
environment. Whether you're just starting out or looking to change direction, our
inclusive programme is open to all and designed to help you build a successful

future in local government.

— As part of this exciting Apprenticeship opportunity, you'll benefit from dedicated
training time - at least 20% of your working hours - to help you successfully
achieve the Level 4 G Officer This learning
is designed to equip you with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to thrive in a

governance role, with full details available on the Institute for Apprenticeships and

Transportlng Chlldren to SChOOl Tec::_nical Edt;c_ation %If_ATlE) \nllebsite. It’satfantastic way to grow your career while . . .
g . making a real impact i local government.
Vehicle prOVIdEd- Apprenticeships are funded by the UK Government and there are some rules Full and part time drivers requ"ed for home to

A L S 0 which we need to consider to establish eligibility for this opportunity. In particular: schoo] contracted tran SpOft. Com petitive rates of
o - « You will have been a resident in the UK for the last 3 years prior to the start . 0
pay and flexible working hours.

of the apprenticeship or fit the criteria of eligible residency status in the

Apprenticeship Funding Rules.
* You do not already hold the same or similar qualifications.

Please visit our website: Stratford-on-Avon District Council - Current

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
Assistants R R el |1  obtaining your private hire licence will be given.
For an informal chat about the role, please contact Macer Nash, Democratic .
gewiceslMasnagpr a})f;pacer.tnasn?stfti@nnz—dg.ggvauk or It(nn Banks, Senior For further detalls please ca"
Part t|me hOUFS Wlth or lemocratic Services Officer at ann.banks@stratford-dc.gov.ul

N . Applications will close at midnight on Sunday 14 September. Interviews will
without experience. be held week beginning 29 September.

The Council is committed to equality of opportunity and aims to create a

Contact 07483 1711666 o s ooy d i gl i or email acCOUNtsS@a2h60k.co.uk

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE « ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE

www.taurustaxis.co.uk S C H O O L
Are you Looking To Top Up Your

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with excellent

Salary or Pension? facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

Then we could Help !! SCHOOL TRANSPORT

DRIVERS PERSONNEL

We currently have an opportunity within the

R EQ u I R E D department for drivers

(40 hour contract)

Candidates must hold a county council minibus driving permit
or a PSV licence (min D1) and a Driver CPC qualification

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid or be prepared to obtain them.
We also require Further details and application forms are available on the

Psv nnlvins School website

: < - . www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
with valid CPC card & training, part time hours, ) ) g_
very gOOd rates of pay. Informal discussions with the Transport Manager

. 01527 579679 Ext.256
For Further Detalls Please ca" Closing date for all applications is 25 August 2025

0 7 7 7 3 0 2 z 2 3 9 The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection

screening including checks with past employers.

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: receptloanulllvantmedla com
—
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

Acknowledgements DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS
[ [ [ [
A message from :
Pat and Tony PHIPPS PRICE-WARD RAYSON
EOR YOUR SALVATION ||| Stanley Ernest Ronald Margaret Patricia Irene
{ged 99 Years Aged 90 Years (Pat)

The greatest gift given to
mankind was when God gave his
only son, Jesus, to die on the
cross so that we can have
salvation; salvation is a free gift
from God. It’s as easy as A.B.C:

Admit you are a sinner and
repent your sins with a sincere
heart.

Believe with all your heart that
Jesus is the son of our living God.

Call on Jesus to come into your
heart and be your lord and
saviour.

Being baptised in The Holy Spirit
cleanses your heart, it’s the only
way to your salvation.

Jesus said “No one comes to The
Father except through me”
John 14 vs 6

“No one is righteous, not one”
Romans 3 vs ||

GOD LOVES YOU!

We are living in endtimes - Are
you ready?

Question: Will you be with Jesus,
your saviour, and have eternal
life, or; will you be with Satan, the
evil one, in Hell? Will you be left
behind?

The choice is yours.

Passed away on the 13th August 2025.
Much loved husband to Mary, stepfather
to John Paul and brother to John Phipps

A true gentleman who will be sadly missed
by all his family and friends.
Funeral Service, 18th September at
St. Mary's RC Church, Studley at 10.15am
followed by a Committal at
the Redditch Crematorium at 11.30am.
Stan loved jolly clothes , so please feel free
to wear something colourful.
Family flowers only please,
donations to the Warwickshire &
Northamptonshire Air Ambulance
can be sent to:
Thomas Brothers
Birchfield House
494 Evesham Road
Redditch, B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank you

COWBURN

George Henry

Passed away on Wednesday 6th August 2025,
aged 79 years.

A much-loved Father and Grandfather.
Now reunited with his beloved Wife Carol.
A service to celebrate George’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium on
Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 11.00 a.m.
Donations if desired to The Cardiac Unit
at The Queen Elizabeth Hospital
may be sent to:

Thomas Brothers,

The Funeral Directors,

Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road,

Redditch,

B97 SJE.

01527 547777
Thank You.

IN MEMORIAM
—

ALICE
AUBURY

Fell asleep for the last time
on 28th August 1982
Time slips by and life goes on
but from my heart you're never gone
Lots of love
Pat and Families
God Bless xxoxxx
Birthday wishes September 4th

Love you Mom xxx

Mum
Irene

Griffiths

30.6.1929 - 11.8.2025
Sadly passed away whilst sleeping
Will be greatly missed
by her children, Brian,

Carol & Peggy
five Grandchildren
and nine
Great Grandchildren
Love you Mum
X

IN MEMORIAM | |y MEMORIAM
[ ———
TOMLINSON| | TTOMLINSON
Daniel Daniel
22.08.92 22.8.1992
Happy Sending you
Heavenly Heavenly
Birthday Dan Birthday
We wish you were Wishes for your
here to celebrate 33rd Birthday
Love :’; miss you Love and miss
ways
Auntie ,Ier;‘: Uncle you so much
Les, John & Kev Love Mum
XXXX XX

SIMMONS

Arthur David
‘Dave’
Sadly passed away 3rd August
aged 79
Much loved and sadly missed by
Brother John, Sister Mag and Families
R.IP
Funeral at
Redditch Crematorium

Passed away peacefully at The Alexandra
Hospital on Tuesday 5th August 2025
A Cherished Mum to Vanda,

a devoted Grandma to Stephen.
Margaret will be greatly missed by all her
family and friends.

A service to celebrate Margaret’s life will take
place at Mount Carmel Church on
Tuesday 16th September at 12.00pm
Family flowers only please, donations if
desired to Alzheimer’s Society to
Thomas Brothers, Birchfield House,
494 Evesham Road, Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank You

Former infant Teacher at Shawhurst and
The Coppice Schools, passed away peacefully
on the 7th August 2025.

She will be sadly missed by Husband Ted,
Son Gregor, Daughter Nicola,
Granddaughters Lily and Lucy, and all
relatives and friends who knew her.
The funeral service will be held at
Redditch Crematorium on
the 27th August 2025 at 10.15 a.m.
Enquiries to:

Thomas Brothers
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B47 5]F
01527 547777
Thank You.

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Litd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

on 4th September at 2pm

DROITWICH
01905783188 01527 852213

REDDITCH -
01527 547777

WYTHALL
01564 822001

Allow our family
to care for your family

STUDLEY

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

BROMSGROVE

01527 831700

0121 445 3422

. “A family concernié &

‘{aéww thomasbrothﬁ;s.co.uk
emails admm@thomasbrothers co.uk

The Standard, Friday August 22, 2025

If you have a
message for a
loved one, call our
team on

01527 588688

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

An Independent_ Family Owned Funerql Directqrs

« ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
01789 330939

“Jh NoerenoenT
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T Learn from yesterday,
‘ = ‘ & live for today,
'u‘ % hope for tomorrow.

v .“ Anonymous
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: wcéptir{@bullivantmcdia.mm ') E MZWM
T . _7W E -_— e . LB
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
[ [

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

MORTONS (M)

FUNERAL DIRECTORS \

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

frense enappoinment oy R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
0121459 9MM Complete Funeral Directors and

E E Professionally qualified e H
% independent funeral directors @ @“FF’F’( "TED Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery M emaori al M asons

For more information, visit
E mortonsfunerals.co.uk

FUNERAL HOVES"

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

T: 01527 831723

info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

Whatever the occasion, why not send Call our 0 88 6 8 8
your loved ones a message.... team on 15 27 5
r B » J .- T ———
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

A435 ALCESTER BYPASS, ALCESTER
Order Effect: Road closed from Arden Road
Roundabout (Kings Coughton) to Evesham Street

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL
Advertisement Key: FPS = Footpath Setting.
Site: Hillsview, Holt Lane, Romsley, Worcestershire

B62 OND.
Proposal: Proposed 0

25/00868/FUL FPS

SALES & WAN

MISCELLANEOUS
|

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

(Alcester)— and
carriageways. 10 MPH Speed Limit from Arden Road
Roundabout (Kings Coughton) and Evesham Street
(Alcester) — and
carriageways.
Reason for Order: The closures/temporary speed
limits are required to facilitate carriageway surface
dressing and associated treatments including the
removal/replacement of road studs, pre-surface
dressing patching, replacement of road markings,
sand carpeting and road sweeping.
Order Commences: 26 August 2025 for up to
18 months.

30 2025.
Access & Diversion: A422, A441, B4090 Saltway,
B4090 Alcester Heath and vice versa. Vehicular
access & egress will be maintained where possible
and safe to do so for businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

©39 BURFORD LANE, SPERNAL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Upper Spernall Farm Road to Shelfield Green Lane.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 9 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

10 2025.
Access & Diversion: Burford Lane, Alcester Road,
Henley Road, Village Road, Spernal Lane and
vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access
will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 22 Aug 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

LICENSING ACT 2003
Application for a
Premises Licence to be
Granted Under The
Licensing Act 2003
Name of applicant: Tesco
Stores  Limited  Postal
address of premises: 135
Birchfield Road, Headless

Cross, Redditch, B97 4LE
The applicant proposes to
carry out the following
licensable activities on or
from the above premises:
The provision of late-night
refreshment (indoors) on the
following days: Monday-
Sunday, 23:00-00:00. The
sale by retail of alcohol for
consumption  off the
premises on the following
days:  Monday-Sunday,
06:00-00:00.

interested
parties or  responsible
authorities should be made in
writing to Worcestershire
Regulatory Services, Wyre
Forest House, Finepoint Way,
Kidderminster, DY11 7WF or
enquiries@worcsregservices.
govuk by 12/09/2025. The

record of the application is

available for inspection by (] E 5
appointment. Please call us o5 o
on 01905 822799 for an e
appointment. Ceos I
It is an offence, liable on 3 <@ ga
conviction o an unlimited fine, 3:1 D o<
under secton 158 of te| | 6 & = = B S
licensing act 2003 to knowingly o050 AC
or reckessy make a fae| | RO FB 5=
statement in, or in connection o = » =T
with, an application. =299 9%~

forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications.

Comments can be submitted online, via email
to itch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of the
date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

MOBILITY
SCOOTER

Compact that folds for Car Boot
Range approx 10 miles
Brand new batteries & Charger
Could deliver
£280
01789 778174

MISCELLANEOUS
| ————

RECLINER CHAIR
electric rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
_07703925662

WHEELCHAIR
Compact folding for
car boot £40 01789
778174

MISCELLANEOUS
—

STIHL HL 75 long
reach hedge cutter
good condition well
looked after £150
07967401319

BAMBOO  CANES,
8ft. long 14-16 dia.
£7 for bundle of 10

01905 778926

6 Genuine Oral-B
Precision Clean
Repl: Brush

ISABELLA minor
Porch Awning
with curtains £200
07708476099

MEDIUM Oak dining
table, 4 chairs, 2 fully
upholstered, and 2
leatherback; extends
to seat 8 - hardly
used. Cost £850 - will
accept £300 ono Tel:
07707 003024

PINE Glass cabinet
with 3 drawers £50
Tel: 07707 003024

ENGINE?

pave's ENGINE CENTRE

PRECISION ENGINE RE-MANUFACTL IRfRS:
"

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR

FREE Advice and Quotes

All Car, Agricultural and
Commercial Engine Work

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Cylinder Head Re-facing

Crankshaft Regrinding
Pressure Testing
Reboring and Liner Fitting

Engine Parts at LOW PRICES

Does your
VINTAGE VEHICLE
need work?

Tel 01527 854968 / 07730 874527
Email : sales@engine-centre.co.uk
www.engine-centre.co.uk
Studley, B80 7AP
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
for trade customer

'USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
01562 711 083

' 07831 245 313 |

BLACK plastic bonnet
guard for Renault
Kangoo Van (65
plate) Brand new

boxed £20 .Tel 3 i condition £95 collect , .

07967401319 e e neat | 01386 438846 Or email: welston@live.com
PUSH Mower. £5. clean £80 ono | PUSH Mower. £5.

07936305705. 07964999255 07936305705. Pau’ (A’batross & Doomed Records)

Heads (Individually
Sealed) £10 01527
853345

MISCELLANEOUS
| _————

HARLEY  Davidson
Pen In a petrol tank
shaped box Came
from America,
unused £15 07905
864294

TRUMA Ultraflow
water pump - never
used £30 o.n.o.
07753853193

JVC TV sound bar
new still in box £20
post hole digger new
£20 electric water

LARGE world stamp

e A £10 01905

TWO seat cane settee ggﬁg{\ew
vg;‘y‘;, o ons V& | GOLF Balls 50 balls
e i W
01527 541168

VINTAGE  Belstalf | —0204 784171
jacket medium £30 UNUSED continental
01527 546201 tyre size 185 /60 R14

2 used tyres size 185

JOHNSON 8HP
outboard 4 stroke / 60 R14 nearly full
engine long shaft tread FREE TO
£195 07512162444 COOSLI(;E7CT0R 0121

2 side lights pink silk | —2087657
shades flowered [ WA RD R OB E
bases bargain the lot | freestanding  pine
£20 07738740038 3ft wide by 6 foot 4

tall 18” depth good

WANTED
L

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944 761933 | 01926 261643

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Callortext: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992

e

Advertise them in

Observer
"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; fi

"
1 |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500) |Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value) D}g
I Details of tem For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

ds@bullivanti

ETHING TO

ELL

dia.com

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less - its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in

T (MAX 15 WORDS; 1 4
1 ( ) 'l a boxed advertisement
1 1 for just
' il £5.75 i
1 Tel: 1 . (inc Vat)
J Details (Not for Publication): 1
1 Mi/Mrs/Ms Initials. Surname 1 ECE
I Address 1 3 PI
I I SUITE
: Postcode : brown leather,
p Tk Mobile i pcrf_efll
1 Email: B condition
I I enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £..........cccoecrvvrevnenes 1 as new
1 or alternatively 1
: Please debit my card for £ Delta : £
Credit Card Number i can deliver
) B Start 1 Telephone
} Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if I

I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, !
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisementto I

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

10234 567890

1 (£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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BUILDERS
—

CARPETS
—

HANDYMAN
—

07733

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT
| supplied
& fitted. T |

Old flooring
taken up!
Furniture

moved!

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon

800737

[ £ www.cliftcarpets.com

FENCING
—

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SmALL
Contact Daryl

01527 526990 ¢ 07847 898079

For a free quote

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

JFS

Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing,
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.

For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104
www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

To advertise
call

01927
288688

KITCHENS
_——

S.W
INSTALLATIONS
\

LANDSCAPING
—_—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

PLUMBING
—

SB

Plumbmg & Heatmg

* Gas Fires
* Gas Cookers

* Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

* Gas Appliance Landlord/home
* Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email: stuart4heating@gmail.com

Call me for domestic work
MOBILE

@ 07951 485 329

REMOVALS/
STORAGE

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

e e

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDUG9835
T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWith tedditch.co.uk

BEST LEAVE .
ITT0 TIIE ;

Cr_1e9k out our
Classified pages!

ROOFING
—

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big or
10% OFF
ALL ROOFING

Fully guaranteed
and insured
Written quotes
available

too small
REPAI

Specialists in all types of Roofing,

Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

& Mobile: 07467159012
AP Office: 01621962972

|nfo@weatherguards_ervlces.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
—

ROOFING
—

A&S SKIPS

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available ;L;.'rop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:

@ www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS
—

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

* Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

E: 01527906577

Contact us today FREEPHONE: 0800 747 1704 + LANDLIN
treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com
W treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

nowor (o ge

LLS ROOFEF

JILDING

SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325




SB ¢

Plumblng & Heatmg

* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk
Call me for domestic work

MOB:07951 485 329

Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning
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Standard #

SPOR

CRB CHECKED * FULLY INSURED

07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken

720401280
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BTCC: TOM Ingram extended
his lead at the top of the British
Touring Car Championship
(BTCC) standings  after
securing a double podium at
Knockhill.

Ingram followed up a third-
place finish in race one with vic-
tory in race two and crossed the
line fourth in race three.

The Team Vertu driver now
leads the BTCC drivers’ stand-
ings by 17 points ahead of Ash
Sutton.

And the Droitwich-based team
remain second in the teams stand-
ings, just seven points behind
leaders NAPA Racing UK.

Ingram said: “It was a fantastic
weekend. As a team, we pulled a
bit of a tactical masterstroke in
race one.

“I don’t think we really expect-
ed to be able to get a podium on
the medium tyre, so huge thanks
to Senna [Proctor] - he really put
the word mate in teammate.

“And then race two was abso-
lutely perfect. What a car Team
Vertu gave me yet again - it really
is on another level this year.

“Race three was a case of man-
aging risk versus reward, par-

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Race win
for Ingram
at Knockhill

ticularly in the battle with Ash
[Sutton].

“We had a bit of a ding-dong,
but at a certain point, I made the
call to just focus on bringing it
home.”

Ingram claimed a surprise podi-
um finish in race one after Senna
Proctor let his Team Vertu team-
mate through on the final lap of
the race.

Proctor came home in fourth
with Adam Morgan further back
in 11th.

However, Team Vertu’'s Tom
Chilton suffered a disqualification
in race one for exceeding his per-
mitted overboost.

Ingram then secured his fourth
race win of the season in race two
after he made light work of the
two drivers ahead of him.

The Coventry racer cruised to
victory more than seven seconds
ahead of title rival Sutton who
finished second.

Proctor just missed out on
a podium finish in fourth with
Chilton eighth and Morgan 10th.

And Ingram finished the week-
end with a fourth-place finish in
race three following a constant
nose-to-tail battle with Sutton.

Chilton finished just behind
Ingram in fifth with Morgan sev-
enth and Proctor 13th.

The BTCC season continues at
Donington Park on the weekend
of August 30 and 31.

Spa ship six in shock Slimbridge defeat
after dramatic victory against Longlevens

'Sa:goalkeeper Dommnc‘iHllllpunches clear:
against{Slimbridge'Picture]by/Mathew]Mason"

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH Spa
suffered a heavy 6-0 home
defeat against Slimbridge in
midweek as the latter side
replaced the Saltmen at the top
of the table in the process.

Andy Crowther’s side saw
their four-game winning run
come to an abrupt end at the
King George Playing Fields.

The result means the Saltmen
sit fourth in the Hellenic League
Premier Division table.

Slimbridge broke the dead-
lock on 17 minutes when Jack
Smith finished past Dominic
Hill from Charlie Matthews’
pass.

And Smith doubled the away
side’s lead 10 minutes later
with his second goal of the
game to send the visitors into
the break with a two-goal lead.

Slimbridge struck again three
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minutes after half time as Jack
Smith, a different Jack Smith
to the player who scored the
opening two goals, headed in
Leighton Blacker’s cross.

Droitwich won a penalty on
65 minutes only to see the spot
kick saved by Slimbridge goal-
keeper Stephen Sarkodie.

Spa then lost Cory Rudd to
the sin bin before Smith com-
pleted his hat-trick on 75 min-
utes as he curled a shot into the
net from 25-yards out.

Slimbridge made it five on 80
minutes as Raiyan Ahmed saw
his effort from distance deflect
into the net via the aid of the
woodwork.

And Blacker completed the
scoring on 86 minutes when he
tapped home from close range
from Ryan Ponting’s header
back across goal.

That came after Spa had

moved top of the table with a
2-1 victory against Longlevens
AFC last weekend despite a red
card for goalkeeper Hill.

Goals from James Lemon and
Reiss Taylor-Randle put Spa in
command at the break at the
King George Playing Fields.

However, Bradley Martin
halved the deficit for the visi-
tors before Spa’s new goal-
keeper signing Hill saw red
just past the hour mark after he
committed a foul in the box.

With no substitute goalkeep-
er on the bench, Alex Dugmore
took the gloves only for
Longlevens to miss the result-
ing penalty as Spa held on.

The Saltmen took the lead
on 10 minutes when Lemon
guided Dugmore’s flick-on into
the bottom corner of the net.

And the home side doubled
their lead on 24 minutes as
Taylor-Randle pounced on a
loose ball in the Longlevens
penalty area to score his first
goal for the club.

However, Longlevens reduced
the deficit on 62 minutes when
substitute Martin headed in
following some pinball in the
Droitwich box.

And Spa stopper Hill then
received a straight red card
moments later for a foul on
Shiyak Sutherland in the pen-
alty area after the latter took
the ball around the Droitwich
goalkeeper.

However, Cam Williams put
the resulting penalty wide of
the target as stand-in stop-
per Dugmore watched the ball
travel past the post.

Droitwich are next in action
against Highworth Town on
Saturday, August 23 with kick-
off at 3pm at The Elms.

Yokohama
Authﬂ'ised
Tyre
pealer

\“

JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK

Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

Are you looking to

driveway or patio?

We can provide you with
beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,

Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Solihull or Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We've designed and built j
about every shape and siz
driveway and patio you cal
imagine, so we will not be
phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100%
driveway companies, with

upfront.

save upto £1000

improve or enlarge your

satisfaction and unlike other

you pay absolutely nothing

* Give us a call and you could

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk
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