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‘Hospital’s treatment
was a sight to behold’

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantme-
dia.com

A DROITWICH hospital
has been credited with
restoring a woman’s eye-
sight after years of her
struggling with her vision.

Louise Hatch, aged 40, from
Bromsgrove has spoken of the
joyful moment she regained her
eyesight after cataracts surgery
at The Droitwich Spa Hospital.

She described the experience
as feeling like ‘Christmas morn-
ing’ and recalled telling staff at
the hospital where she was treat-
ed: ‘I can see again.’

The foster parent had been
living with sight problems for
many years but said it became
a major concern when her right
eye turned cloudy and she lost all
vision in it.

Louise said: “Day-to-day things
were okay but driving, turning
corners or parking became really
challenging.

“The sight in my right eye
became so bad that I lost all
vision in it.”

Louise Hatch, 40, from

Bromsgrove, has credited

Droitwich Spa Hospital
with resolving her eyesight
problems. s

-

- - - -
i
= T
- - - —
-

Louise was diagnosed with cat-
aracts — a condition that causes
the lens of the eye to become
cloudy, leading to blurred or dis-
torted vision.

Shewastold sheneeded surgery
on both eyes and was referred
to Consultant Ophthalmologist

e

Yajati Ghosh at The Droitwich
Spa Hospital.

She said: “He was so honest
and clear with me.

“Because my cataract was very
cloudy, Mr Ghosh couldn’t see
the back of my eye, so he quickly
referred me for extra tests and

got everything moving.”

Following the tests, Louise
underwent cataract surgery.

The outcome, she said, exceed-
ed expectations.

As well as restoring her vision,
the squint caused by the cataract
also improved.

Louise said the operation had
made a huge difference to her
everyday life.

She said: “When the bandage
came off, it was amazing.

“Sight is a precious thing
and being able to see again has
meant I can drive and experience
life without fear.”

Speaking about her time at the
hospital, she said ‘everyone was
lovely, from the nurses to the
reception staff’.

“I can’t thank or recommend
Mr Ghosh enough.

“Regaining my sight has given
me a new lease of life.”

And Louise has advice for peo-
ple who have any concerns about
their eyesight.

“I would encourage anyone
worried about their sight or cata-
racts to go and get their sight
checked regularly.

“Having mine
changed my life.”

done has

EFFORTS are under way to stabilise and safe-
guard the Raven Hotel after it was devastatingly
damaged by fire.

The building’s owner is progressing plans to
carefully demolish unsafe sections whilst ensur-
ing the protection of listed elements, an update
from Coun Richard Morris has revealed.

Wychavon District Council, Historic England,
conservation architects and structural engi-
neers were all present at a further meeting
where urgent topics on the building’s future
were discussed.

Due to the presence of asbestos, works must
be carried out under strict health and safety
conditions, with the Health and Safety Executive
already aware.

A conservation engineer has been appointed
to oversee the dismantling of precarious struc-
tures, while method statements are urgently
needed to guarantee both safety and the pres-
ervation of the building’s listed features.

Tree management and the recovery of signifi-
cant artifacts are also being considered as part
of the process.

The owner has assigned a dedicated liaison
to work with neighbouring businesses as the
controlled programme of works moves for-
ward.

Safety and the protection of heritage remain
the top priorities as urgent timelines are bal-
anced with the need for care and oversight.
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MP sf)orts 0

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore has thrown
his support behind a campaign to raise
£150,000 to fund a new community and live
performance hub in the former Farmfoods
building in the Kingfisher Centre.

‘The Cave’ will be aimed at supporting
cultural provision in Redditch and further
afield by providing a permanent profession-
al performance, recording and rehearsal
space.

Those behind the venue have partnered
with the Kingfisher Shopping Centre and
the venue will be accessible for all live per-
formances in the arts and a diverse range of
community and arts groups.

A crowdfunding page has been launched
for people to donate.

Mr Bloore said: “Redditch has a proud
cultural history and a wealth of local talent.

“Matt and the team at Palace Drum Clinic
have an inspiring vision to create a space
where music and creativity can flourish.

“A venue like this could bring huge ben-

Matt Green,
Palace
Drum Clinic
founder and
Chris Bloore
MP. s

culture campaign
efits to our community — not just for artists,
but for young people, families and residents
of all ages.

“l look forward to working with local
partners to see how we can help make this
vision a reality.”

Among the many events planned for the
venue will be music nights and monthly
clubs, such as jazz, blues and the spoken
word.

There will be three recording studios
within the venue to attract many musicians
and artists back into the area.

There are also plans for comedy nights,
race nights, gaming festivals and for groups
to meet there in the daytime, such as
mum and baby get-togethers and regular
events to combat loneliness and offer men-
tal health support.

Visit: crowdfunder.co.uk/p/the-cave-com-
munity-hub-and-live-performance-area for
more on The Cave and to donate to the
cause.

POLICE chiefs have
been urged by the
Bromsgrove MP to step
up patrols in Wythall
and Hollywood after
his recent survey high-
lighted key issues with
crime and disorder in
the village.

Bradley Thomas conducted
a survey on residents’ views
around crime and anti-so-
cial behaviour with Wythall
residents raising concerns
around burglary, car theft, fly
tipping, speeding and drug
dealing.

Following the survey, the
MP brought West Mercia
Police’s Chief Constable,
Richard Cooper and Police
and Crime Commissioner,
John Campion, to discuss
issues with residents.

Last Monday, when the
pair joined the politician for
a chat with residents, Mr
Thomas urged the force to
‘step up patrols’ and ‘deter
criminality’ in the area to
‘ensure residents feel safe.’

Further highlighting the
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‘We need bigger
police presence

need for increased police
presence were three shop
break-ins across the two vil-
lages on the day of the police
visit.

Mr Thomas said: “Police
visibility is key. Increased
patrols and reducing crime
is a key part of my plan for
Bromsgrove and I'm keeping
my promise to work with the
police to ensure our constitu-
ency remains a safe place to
live and work.”

Mr Cooper said he ‘enjoyed
patrolling Wythall and speak-
ing to retailers’.

He added: “The local neigh-
bourhood team have achieved
many good results by work-
ing with stores and targeting
repeat offenders.

“l expect us to continue
focusing on the places and
people most involved in
crime, just as our communi-
ties expect of their police
service.”

Mr Campion said he was
committed to ensuring con-
cerns raised by local com-
munities were listened to and
acted on.

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house build an extension or

start 2 new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone

Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

issa

. self storage

association
United Kingdom
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FIRST THREE CLASSES FREE!

THE PARISH CENTRE

(ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH)
SANDHILLS ROAD

BARNT GREEN

B45 8NR

WEDNESDAY 5 - 5:55PM
FRIDAY 5 - 5:55PM

ST.PETER’S CATHOLIC
FIRST SCHOOL

ROCK HILL

BROMSGROVE

B617LH

SATURDAY 8:55 - 9:55AM

TO REGISTER:

TEXT: 07730 899722 (Child’s first & last name + venue )

EMAIL: info@kombatkids.com

www.kombatkids.com / www.facebook.com/kombatkids

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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High school woe
for town pupils

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.
com

PARENTS of chil-
dren applying to
Bromsgrove’s oversub-
scribed high schools
have spoken of their
frustration at both hav-
ing to send them to
Rubery and the trans-
port arrangements to
get them there.

The Standard was contact-
ed this week following the
offers and subsequent unsuc-
cessful appeals by mums
who live close to the North
and South Bromsgrove High
Schools.

For September 2025, the
demand for year nine places
in Bromsgrove, was higher
than the number of places
available.

‘Worcestershire
Council’s

County
Education

Sufficiency and Place
Planning Team have been
working with both high
schools and North was able
to offer an additional 30 year
nine places for this academic
year and and South an addi-
tional six year nine places.
Lisa Collins is one par-
ent whose son has been
offered Waseley Hills High
School, despite them living
in Sidemoor just 2.1 miles
away from South Bromsgrove
High, where she applied to.
Her son, who has ADHD,
anxiety and other needs,
still did not get in, despite
a supporting letter from St
John’s Middle School where
he attended until this year.
She lost an appeal and tried
to get her son into North but
the original placement stood.
He is currently 43rd on the
waiting list for South and also
on the waiting list for North.
Mrs Collins was also una-
ble to get school transport
for her son and is now facing

a §175-a-term public trans-
port bill.

And, because of the public
buses’ times not coinciding
with school start and finish
times, he will have to leave
earlier in the morning and
not be able to get the return
service from Rubery until
after 4pm.

Mrs Collins has two other
children with SEND (Special
Educational Needs and
Disabilities) and, because
they are at separate schools,
has had to change her job
and cut her working hours.

She said she had been told
the number of new pupils
having to journey from
Bromsgrove to Rubery for
school was, this year, more
than 30 - a whole new class
size.

Another parent, Anita
Arscott-Brrookes, who lives
on Breme Park - less than a
mile from South Bromsgrove
High - has also been allo-
cated Waseley Hills High for

Festival returns

THE ANNUAL Rubery Festival returns
next Sunday, September 7, starting
with the parade at midday from Legion
Way to St Chad’s Park.

In the park will be the live music

her son.

He attended Catshill Middle, rather than
St John’s, as he could not get his first choice
middle school four years ago.

Mrs Arscott-Brookes’ son has been offered
school transport but it means her driving 3.7
miles to Marlbrook each morning and after-
noon to drop him off at the stop and pick
him

up.

She said: “Our views are no reflection on
‘Waseley Hills High as it looks a great school
but it is just the distance.

“It will add two hours onto my son’s day
and it’s a shame he will not have the same
walking to school experience and that new
independence that others have.

“The situation is already bad but what is it
going to be like when these new homes get
built?”

Coun Dr Stephen Foster, Worcestershire
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County Council Cabinet Member with

Responsibility for Education and SEND, said

he understood how frustrating it was for fami-

lies unable to secure their first place school.
“Both North and South Bromsgrove High

Schools are popular schools and are oversub-

scribed for year nine places for September
025.

“Despite Worcestershire County Council’s
extra investment to increase capacity, the
pressure on school places still remains.

“School transport is allocated in line with
our policy to ensure fairness, but we do take
each pupil’s individual circumstances into
account.”

He added the council would keep engaging
with schools and speak directly to concerned
families so support could be offered where
possible.

stage and arena, along with 30 stalls
from charities and community ?roups.

Performances will feature plenty of
singers, including Jasmine Nicholson,
Stephen Law, Scott Smith Cartwright,
Michelle Black, Charlie Thompson as
Elsa from Frozen and many more.

There will also be dance perform-
ances from Excells Dance and other
groups.

The event is completely free to attend
and there will also be children’s rides,
a bouncy castle, face painting, pony
rides, vintage vehicles and classic cars
and food and ice cream.

Anyone wanting more information
should call organiser Tony Maslen on
0121 457 9308.

Charlie Thompson, as Elsa from
Frozen, will be among those perform-
ing at the Rubery Festival. s
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GLAZING
& REPAIRS

LTD

A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
RELIABLE SERVICE...

* Locks
* Hinges

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

* Mirrors
* Misted Glass
* Safety Glass
* Decorative Glass
* Cat Flaps in Glass
* Conversatory Repairs
* Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
* UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
Uu.p.vu.C.

WINDOWS

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

WINDOWS

SUPPLIED

& FITTED _\
—

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors
Composite Doors

(TR PR VISA

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

Longbridge
dding 5 Roollng Ltd
l O Rmrtian s cveaun

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

company
Birmingham

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local

Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

you can trust

- 0121 667 8938
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Aiming to create
a better future

THREE Ukrainian creatives dis-
placed by the war, are appealing
for funding to secure the future of
a new children’s activity club they
have launched in Redditch.

Friends Tetiana Volikova, Yana
Tyshyna and Svitlana Vasylieva estab-
lished and run Creative Carousel with
the support of Redditch and Kingfisher
Rotary Club.

But now the team needs to boost its
depleted £9,900 Redditch Borough
Council grant which initially funded
the first four months.

It is hoped a free Heritage Fun Day
between 11am and 2pm on September
13 at St Laurence Church and the Ark
in Alvechurch will also help showcase
the club which, they say, offers a
unique blend of UK and Ukrainian
teaching methods and after-school
care.

Members of the team will be on
hand to talk about the club.

There will be a host of family fun
on offer, including church and tower
tours, prize draws, games, live per-
formances, face painting and food
stalls.

The three ladies all resettled in
Redditch a few weeks after the war
broke out. They were forced to flee
with their children to Poland and
Turkey, before finding sponsor fami-
lies in Worcestershire.

After meeting through the BRWR
(Bromsgrove and Redditch Welcome
Refugee Group) they realised their
passions and skills as a vocal coach,

artist and choreographer aligned
and so set about building Creative
Carousel.

Tetiana said she felt there was a
need for something like this in the
area so appealed for help from Rotary
to organise the project and apply for
grants.

The group hopes Creative Carousel
will become a business at some point
in the future.

Rotary bought materials to help the
group get up and running and Tetiana,
Svitlana and Yana said they could not
have done it without that assistance.

This is a return to the work they
loved but were forced to leave behind
in their homeland.

Tetiana, who fled Khmelnytskyi
with her two children aged six and 17
Jjust days, has over 30 years of experi-
ence as a performer, vocal coach, and
international competition judge and
had been running her own successful
vocal studio for 12 years before the
war broke out.

She said: “Being in UK I previously
contributed to projects funded by the
National Lottery and the Arts Council,
including the renowned Eurovision
Refugee Choir project in Liverpool and
the European Youth Music Refugee
Choir.

“These experiences were deeply
inspiring, instilling a desire to cre-
ate another project that fosters inter-
national cultural exchange through
music.”

She added she witnessed the trans-
formative impact that culturally

diverse, inclusive arts projects could
have on communities and it strength-
ened her commitment to making arts
more accessible and meaningful, espe-
cially for refugees and immigrants.

Yana is a choreographer and produc-
tion ballet master and director of the
Mriya dance ensemble in Birmingham,
which includes over 50 dancers from
various countries.

In Ukraine she worked at the Kyiv
College of Culture and Arts in the
Department of Choreographic Arts
before fleeing to the UK with her
seven-year-old twin sons, who are
themselves, excellent dancers.

Professional  artist  Svitlana
Vasylieva, resettled in Redditch after
fleeing Dnipro with her two sons aged
two and 11.

She has exhibited in the UK and won
the Art in Redditch Graham Award in
May 2025.

She is highly regarded for her work
with children - frequently invited by
cultural centres, holiday clubs, and
community organisations to lead art
workshops for young audiences.

The clubs

From September the club will run
three classes a week.

The first at The Bridge Church
(former St Luke’s Church), Headless
Cross, from 4.30pm to 6.30pm on
Mondays for six to eight-year-olds and
at the same times on Wednesdays for
nine to 11-year-olds.

In Alvechurch - at St Laurence

Church and The Ark, School Lane -
there will be a group from 4pm to 6pm
on Thursdays for seven to 11-year-
olds.

The cost of each session is £10,
including teatime, with a special offer
of just £2 for the first session.

Sibling discounts are available and
families enrolling with multiple chil-
dren receive a 20 per cent discount.

Visit: gofundme.com/f/with-running-
costs-a-new-development-club-for-
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children for more on the fundraising
and to donate to the cause.

And go to: creativecarousel.co.uk or
email Tetiana and the team at: creativ-
carouseluk@gmail.com for more infor-
mation and to pledge sponsorship.

Svitlana Vasylieva, Yana
Tyshyna and Tetiana Volikova
launched the Creative Carousel
and are hoping for funding so
it can flourish. s

OPEN EVENING

Come and say hello whether you are curious or want to
enjoy good company and great singing

Singing for Worcester WarriorsRugby Union

Wednesday September 10th 7.30-9.30pm
venue: Eric Payne Community Centre, off St Faith's Road, Alcester B49 6AG

Want to know more? Contact 07886139781
Registered Charity No. 514970

Studley Christadelphians

Meet on Sundays at:
STUDLEY INFANT SCHOOL, (Off) HIGH STREET, STUDLEY, B80 7HJ.

And give you a warm invitation to our Bible Talks,
held at 1.30pm every Sunday Afternoon, God willing.

Date

Joint rehearsal in Swansea for Royal Albert Hall

alcestermvc.org.uk

31st August

7th September
14th September
21st September
12th October
19th October

26th October

Future topics include:

Subject

Scripture.

Jesus is Coming Back to the Earth.
Do You Have Time For God?

Live Without Fear.

Being Prepared for Jesus’ Return.
It’s About Time.

Today’s Headlines — Straight from

Learning from the Angels at Work.

Christadelphians (Brethren in Christ), are a body of individuals united by
their belief in the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. They do
not claim to have received any new revelation, but rather hold that the Old
and New Testament scriptures are sufficient to make a person ‘wise unto
salvation.” Affirming the divine authorship of the Bible, they reject any
interpretation that fails to reconcile with all the testimonies contained in the
Holy Scriptures. They believe in the personal, visible return of Jesus Christ
to the earth, where He will establish His Father's Kingdom and reign in
power and glory as King, throughout the entire world.

For further information, please visit: www.studleychristadelphians.org
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It’s all
about the
results
for exam
hopefuls

LEFT: Students at Droitwich Spa High School congratulate each other on a strong set of results. RIGHT: A celebrating student

AFTER a hard fought two years,
Droitwich’s GCSE students arrived
at schools last Thursday to collect
their results and find out if all their
hard work has paid off.

Pupils were hoping to get the
grades they need to progress onto
sixth-form, college or other training
and employment opportunities.

GCSE results are graded from
level 9 to 1 rather than the previous
alphabetical grading of A to E. RGS
Dodderhill shared its delight in cel-

at RGS Dodderhill. s

ebrating the ‘exceptional achieve-
ments’ of its year 11 pupils in this
year’s GCSE exams.

Results include a 92 per cent pass
rate from grades 9 to 4, with 47
per cent achieving grades 9 to 7. A
total of 68 per cent of students also
achieved grade 8 or 9 in at least
one subject.

Leaders have highlighted the suc-
cesses of three students in particu-
lar - Holly, Leah and Connie - who
have all achieved a full set of grades

between 9 and 7.

Holly even secured four Grade 9s
and looks forward to joining Sixth
Form at RGS Worcester.

Headmaster, Mr Tom Banyard
said:"We are thrilled to celebrate
the incredible GCSE results.

“These outcomes reflect not only
outstanding academic achievement
but also the dedication, resilience
and spirit of our pupils and our
school.”

Mr Banyard also praised his ‘ded-

icated staff’, extending a ‘heart-
felt thanks’ for their ‘support and
expertise’ which he says has been
‘instrumental’ in helping pupils
thrive.

Another school sharing its pride
in its students was Droitwich Spa
High School and Sixth Form. The
students were praised for their ‘hard
work and determination’, having
grown into ‘strong dedicated young
people’ with a range of talents and
interests.

The atmosphere on the day was
described as ‘really special’. After
a strong set of results, many of the
students will be welcomed back in
September to begin their A-Levels.

spokesperson said:
“Congratulations, Year 11 - you
have made us proud, and we
couldn’t be happier to celebrate
with you.

“It was a joy to see the kindness
in the room as students shared in
each other’s achievements.”

Visit: bromsgrovestandard.co.uk

Further views sought
in planning for future

PEOPLE in Bromsgrove are again
being urged to share their local
knowledge in a consultation on the
town’s future development strategy.

Nearly 3,000 responses have already
been submitted during consultation on
the Bromsgrove District local Plan but
the area covers an adult population of
more than 80,000.

Launched in June, the consultation
offers residents an extended 12 weeks
to provide thoughts on already identi-
fied areas for prospective development
within the town.

Of the proposed sites, just under a third
of the future homes are in Bromsgrove
(roughly 3,000). Another third are
spread across surrounding villages
including Barnt Green, Catshill, Wythall,
Alvechurch, Hagley, and Stoke Prior -
each is allocated 340 to 600 homes.

And the final third, another 3,000
homes at a single large site in Frankley,

adjoining Birmingham. The proposals
are prompted by Government house-
building targets imposed on Bromsgrove
and would the 9,000 homes developed
over the years up to 2043.

As well as providing advanced online
consultation tools, the council has put on
officer-led drop-in information sessions
in a bid to hear from as many people
as possible on the best places for these
homes to be built.

Bromsgrove District Councillor Kit
Taylor, whose portfolio covers planning,
said: “No development is not an option
and we need to pull on local knowledge
to help us to get this right before the
future of our district is taken out of our
hands.

“I want to thank those people who
have spent time to fill in our consulta-
tion and come along to our drop-in ses-
sions, because it’s so important we work
together on this.

“For example, where landowners have
suggested sites for us to consider for the
future development, this process means
we can all look at the implications of that
together, in this very open and transpar-
ent way.

“Local knowledge is key to making
sure we deliver what Government has
told us to, with the district, our residents
and each other in mind.”

Another drop-in session has also been
added to the calendar of consultation
events, bringing the total to 19 across
15 district locations. That is set for
Alvechurch Village Hall from 3pm to
7.30pm on Thursday, September 4.

The consultation runs until September
22, with materials available at:
bromsgrove.gov.uk/BromsgrovePlan or
at local libraries.

Contact bromsgroveplan@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or 01527
881211 for queries.

SHOWCOACH tours

25 years of coach tours to top shows

September

5 AWESTON SUPERIMARE 2 e £29

18 MASSED BANDS OF ROYAL MARINES - LIVE
Symphony Hall

26 MALVERN AUTUMN SHOW...

October

18 CLARKS VILLAGE SHOPPER....

November

7 WESTON ILLUMINATED CARNIVAL..

15 GLOUCESTER QUAYS SHOPPER...

19 MISS SAIGON Alexandra Theatre. £79
22 CARDIFF SHOPPER £35
December
4 THURSFORD CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR

(2 Days) £235

Pick ups @ Reddifch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject fo route)
For details and to book phone 01527 542389
or email enquiries@showcoachtours.co.uk
Visit www.sh ht co.uk for the full programme

DO YOU WEAR DENTURES?

Did you know gums conlinuously shrink over time and Denture feefh wear out?
Il is recommended o replace your dentures every 5-7 years.

Poppy Fields is a small family run Denture Clinic in Bromsgrove with over
20 years experience working solely on the design and fabrication of dentures.

Every stage of the denture fabrication is carried out by our team in our
Bromsgove clinic and on site laboratory which allows us to make sure
each stage of the process is personal and individual to each patient.

We are passionate about providing the highest quality dentures.

Using only premium qualitity materials, our dentures are stronger,
more natural looking and comfortable. Providing denture
wearers the confidence to eat and most importantly, smile!

FOR MORE

~

<

Poppy Fields

DENTURE CLINIC

~ {

ENAE@ R MEA T I@INSPILE A'S E S EI@ NIFACHT LRSS @INSOM 527677316

To request a free information booklel or a no obligation consulfation with our feam
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Corsa taken
by thieves

A RED Vauxhall Corsa GS was
stolen from Alvechurch.

Police said the raiders struck
in Coopers Hill Farm, Coopers
Hill, between 8pm August 17
and 1.25am on August 18.

They took the vehicle which
had the the partial registration
number ‘DP73’.

Computers and personal items
were in the car at the time.

BURGLARS broke into a shop
in Hollywood overnight between
August 18 and 19.

The thieves targeted the store
in Drakes Cross Parade when
the raiders gained access by
smashing a panel in the shop
door.

Once inside, they stole the till
which contained a small amount
of cash.

It was later found discarded
on the Alcester Road at 8.57am
on Monday.

SHEEP were stolen from a field
in Rowney Green.

The thieves struck last
Thursday and took all 20 of the
animals.

The incident was reported at
2.20pm so the theft would have
happened before that.

Police said the thieves would
have needed a vehicle to take
them away.

Witnesses or anyone with
. information on any of

the incidents should call
police on 101 or Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.

Nationwide

hosts clinics
to put focus
on dementia

HELP will be at hand for
dementia patients and their
loved ones at Redditch’s
Nationwide branch.

Dementia specialist Admiral
Nurses will host free face-to-face
clinics at the Station Road build-
ing society and will offer specialist
support in a safe, comfortable and
private space for people to discuss
any aspect of dementia.

The clinics on September 16,
17 and 18 will offer practical and
emotional advice on all aspects
of dementia — from worries about
memory problems, understanding
a diagnosis and how the condition
can progress to help with financial
and legal issues.

Ahead of the appointments,
Dementia UK, the specialist
dementia nursing charity, has
shared some of the common signs
and symptoms of dementia people
should look out for in themselves
and others.

Dementia is often associated
with memory problems, but the
first symptoms of dementia are not

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

always memory-related, meaning
sometimes people don’t recognise
the early signs.

Other signs can include changes
in cognitive ability — for instance
difficulties with decision-making,
a loss of interest in previously
enjoyed activities and problems
understanding time and place and
communication issues for example
struggling to find the right words,
confused or rambling speech and
calling people and items by the
wrong name.

If someone is concerned about
having symptoms of dementia, it is
important to book an appointment
with your GP as soon as possible.

Charlotte Kensett, director of
customer experience and social
impact for Nationwide, said:
“Dementia impacts millions of fam-
ilies and that’s why we’re incred-
ibly proud to have brought life-
changing support into 200 of our
branches and helped more than
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Specialist dementia nurses, known as Admiral Nurses, will be heading
to Nationwide branches to help those living with dementia.

30,000 people through our part-
nership with Dementia UK.

“As a mutual we believe we have
a role to play in strengthening the
communities we serve and support-
ing those most in need. Through our
social impact strategy, Nationwide
Fairer Futures, we're committed to
changing hundreds of thousands of
lives for the better.”

The clinics are part of
Nationwide’s social impact pro-
gramme, Fairer Futures, which
addresses four of the UK'’s big-
gest social issues through char-
ity partnerships — family poverty
(Action for Children), youth home-
lessness (Centrepoint), dementia

(Dementia UK) and cancer (The
Royal Marsden Cancer Charity).
Nationwide is funding 30 dementia
specialist Admiral Nurses and is
hosting clinics in 200 branches
across the country.

Sarah Cooper, admiral nurse at
Dementia UK, said: “Our clinic
programme, in partnership with
Nationwide Building Society, has
now been running for over a year
which has enabled us to reach
thousands of people across the
country who need the support
of a dementia specialist Admiral
Nurse.”

For more or to book an appoint-
ment visit Dementia UK’s website.
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &

/7> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous

and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5Spm
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Evie puts

forward for MNDA

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.
com

A TENACIOUS 12-year- B#s
old from Bromsgrove has

been walking an incred- g
ible 15,000 steps-a- @
day throughout August

to raise funds for the
Motor Neurone Disease §
Association (MNDA).

Evie Marsh wanted a chal-
lenge for the summer holiday
so decided to take part in the
MNDA fundraiser.

Her dad, Chris, was diagnosed
with Motor Neurone Disease in
2022.

Evie has raised cash before for
MNDA by selling her toys on the §
front drive, but has never done
anything like this.

Her proud grandma Mary
Marsh said: “15,000 steps every
day in August is a huge challenge
for adults let alone a 12-year-
old.

“I don’t know how many peo-
ple nationally or even locally are
doing this challenge. :

“Evie’s set herself a target [
of raising £150 sponsorship §
but has smashed that with over
£1,500 to date.”

She started fundraising a cou-
ple of days before August 1 and

Y APPOINTMENT TO
HIS MAJESTY KING CHARLES 11T
MEDALLISTS
WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL SERVICE LTD
BROMSGROVE

We Buy
e Medals

e Coins

*Jewellery
e Gold and Silver

won an MNDA bucket hat.
Mary added: “I and all her
family are so proud of her for

® doing this.

“She is very determined and
goes out walking several times
a day to reach the target.

“Her sister Freya walks with
her every day and other people
walk with her as well to keep
her company.”

Evie said on her fundraising
page: “My dad was diagnosed
with this horrible disease and I

# want to help other families to

deal with it.
“MND takes everything away
from the sufferer not just being

jJ able to walk and talk.

“Help me to help others and

i together let’s try and find a

cure so no more families have

' to suffer.

“It’s not just about the money

@ (but that helps) - I want to raise

awareness of this ‘rare’ disease.
“Right now, around 5,000
people in the UK are living with
MND and every step I take is
for them.”
:  socialsync.app/fund-
pz314mqzo9pr for

# more on Evie’s fundraiser and

to donate.

| Evie Marsh has raised more

than £1,500 for the MNDA
after being inspired by her

" dad’s battle. s
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her best foot Newsinbref

MAINTENANCE work on the M5 will see lengthy
closures in both directions at the Bromsgrove junc-
tion over the next couple of months.

National Highways is carrying out safety works
between Junctions 2 and 3, including resurfacing
and renewing road markings, to provide a clearer
and safer carriageway for road users.

There will be full overnight closures in both direc-
tions on separate occasions, with southbound
journeys affected between Junctions 3 (Quinton)
and 4 (Bromsgrove) from Monday, September 1,
to October 14.

Northbound journeys between the same junc-
tions will also be affected overnight from October
15 to December 11. The northbound closure will
not be in effect between December 1 and 5.

A further overnight southbound closure between
Junction 3 and 4 will take place on December 12.
Closures will take place on weeknights between
8pm and 6am for works to be carried out.

Some trees - in small sections along the side of
the northbound carriageway - will also be removed
as part of the scheme. Removal will only take place
where essential to maintain safety.

To ensure the safety of road workers and users,
the road will be closed while the work takes place.
It will be carried out in phases to minimise disrup-
tion.

Visit: nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/west-
midlands for more.

A MOTORIST was arrested on suspicion of drink-
driving after a crash in Wychbold.

Officers from West Mercia Police were called to
the collision on A38 Worcester Road at Wychbold
in the early hours of Sunday morning.

A Ford Fiesta, travelling from Droitwich, left
the carriageway and collided with a post around
12.10am.

The driver was out of the vehicle on police arrival
and was then arrested on suspicion of driving
whilst under the influence of alcohol.

Shortly after the arrest, the 33-year-old man
became unwell and was taken straight to hospital
where he underwent treatment.

No one else was involved in the collision.

/.

ARMED FORCES

COVENANT

Experts available Monday to Friday.

Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.

Home visits available on request.

01527 835375
07889757199

collectors@worcmedals.com
124 High Street, Bromsgrove, B61 8H]J
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Royal defends itself after report
criticises cark park

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

WORCESTERSHIRE Royal
Hospital has been criticised by
regulators after inspectors found
human bodies were being stored
in outdoor fridge units in a car
park.

The Human Tissue Authority
(HTA), which regulates mortu-
ary services, carried out an unan-
nounced inspection of the hospital in
May and issued five major and four
minor shortfalls against national
standards.

Inspectors raised concerns that
the location and access arrange-
ments of the external fridge bank in
the car park did not sufficiently safe-
guard the “dignity of the deceased”.

They concluded that “under the
current set-up, the use of this area
for body storage is deemed unsuit-
able. Staff were advised not to use
two of the fridge units, as the pods
had failed Health and Safety risk
assessments due to uneven ground
in the loading bay.

Despite this advisory, they were
left powered on and used “when nec-
essary” - posing a risk of accidental
damage to bodies.

The report also highlighted further
serious failings including not obtain-
ing formal confirmation when babies
were transferred to other hospitals
for post-mortem examinations, risk-

ing a loss of audit trail.

Out-of-hours CCTV coverage was
also branded “insufficient”, with “a
significant risk of a senous secunty
breach” being found at the Alexandra
Hospital.

Other issues included out-of-date
mortuary procedures and risk assess-

ments, poorly structured governance
meetings, and maintenance problems
such as unclean fridges, damaged
flooring and a leaking ceiling at
Alexandra Hospital.

Although the hospital was deemed
suitable to continue operating under
its licence, this is conditional on

urgent corrective and preventative
action.

The HTA gave the Trust 14 days
to submit a detailed action plan
addressing the failings. The HTA
report was issued in July.

The report also advised the hospi-
tal to explore alternatives to the out-

body storage

door fridge bank, improve maternity
protocols for body identification and
release, reinstate staff consent train-
ing, and take steps to make mortuary
viewing suites more comfortable for
grieving families.

Astatement fromthe Worcestershire
Acute Hospitals NHS Trust said the
fridges were not located in a public
car park.

A spokesperson told the Standard/
Observer: “A temporary specialist
additional body store facility was
commissioned as part of the trust’s
response to the Covid pandemic.

“With the demand on mortuary
services continuing to grow, this facil-
ity has been maintained to provide
the additional capacity and resilience
required to deliver a safe and effec-
tive service if needed.

“While the facility is separate from
the mortuary building, it is adjacent,
in an area that has been converted
from a small, barrier-controlled and
non-public car park. Access is con-
trolled and monitored by CCTV to
ensure security.

“Additionally, it is important that
all our facilities provide the necessary
dignity and respect required.

“We are committed to providing
empathetic and dignified care to our
patients and families and are pleased
that in its latest inspection the HTA
found we were meeting the majority
of standards.”

A follow-up inspection will be
carried out at the hospital in due
course.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

\%\.‘v\ T

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

<+ Mobile showroom to your home

o 1000’s Samples to your door

<+ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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PALACE FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS
THEATRE Box Office 01527 65203

BEN THOMPSON

REDDITBH XL
COMEDY CLUB

ED BYRNE, IVO GRAHAM, RUSSELL HICKS & PRAKASH JIRJADH

THUR 4 SEPT : 7.30PM . WED 10 SEPT : 7.30PM

o z’]’ \: I|P' :

RANT,
QR | iz | imi9

. 3{( = “Genuine talent”

uncamm e tha reat thing”"

WED 17 SEPT : 7.30PM FRI 19 SEPT : 7.30PM

'lVI.ogend . Emmerdale &
. i - ’ THE MAGICAL
BII.L wmn PANTOMIME
: ADVENTURE

'+ - 'BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
IIEI)DI'I'GHI’ALAGETIIEMRE GO.IIK

ONLINE BOOKING WWW. reddltchpalacetheatre co. uk
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Appeal after
motorcyclist
dies in crash

A MAN in his 20s has died
after a serious collision in
Northfield on Monday.

The incident happened
on Norrington Road around
4pm.

Two ambulances and a
MERIT trauma doctor, with
a Critical Care Paramedic
attended.

The man received spe-
cialist trauma care at the
scene before being taken
to Birmingham’s Queen
Elizabeth Hospital. He had
since died from his injuries.

West Midlands Police’s
Serious CollisionInvestigation
Unit (SCIV) is currently work-
ing to establish exactly what
happened.

Sgt Rich Evans from the
SCIU, said: “This is a trag-
ic incident, where a young
man has lost his life and our
thoughts remain with his fam-
ily and everyone who knew
him.

“We have specially trained
officers supporting his fam-
ily and are continuing to
investigate exactly what hap-
pened.”

He appealed for anyone
who witnessed the incident or
anyone who had dash cam or
doorbell footage to call police
on 101 or Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111.
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Housing on former church
site is nearing completion

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.
com

AFFORDABLE homes that
were set to be built on a
former churchsite in Redditch
have now been completed.

The new housing scheme in
‘Winyates is known as St Gregory’s
in recognition of the catholic church
which once stood on the site and
closed its doors in 2005.

GreenSquareAccord (GSA), a
housing association serving the
West Midlands, is leading on the St
Gregory’s development which will
deliver 12 homes for social rent
while 13 properties will be made
available under a shared owner-
ship scheme once construction is
complete.

Mike Nolan, the GSA’s head of
development, said: “I am pleased
to say construction is progressing
well with significant progress made
since the start of the year.

“The first stage of construction
included the demolition of the
church building followed by clean-
up and levelling of the site.

“Highways and utilities infra-
structure has been installed and
more recently exteriors have been
finished for most of the homes.

“As well as providing much need-
ed social homes, we are creating
opportunities for would-be home-
owners to take their first step on the

The St Gregory’s scheme is being
built by GSA’s in-house construction
team, using prefabricated timber
panels supplied by LoCaL Homes.

Mike Doolan, sales and partner-
ship manager at LoCaL Homes,
said: “It is brilliant to see the major-
ity of the homes now erected at the
St Gregory’s development.

“The future residents of this
affordable housing scheme will ben-

efit from many of the features of
living in a modern, energy-efficient
home.

Now the exterior of the homes
have been completed for 21 of the
25 homes at St Gregory'’s, the inter-
nal works will follow shortly.

Redditch MP, Chris Bloore visited
the St Gregory’s development last
autumn and recently returned to the
site to be briefed on construction
progress.

The first handovers to customers
are set to take place at the scheme

in early 2026.

Mr Bloore said: “I'm delighted
to see St Gregory’s in Winyates
transformed from a site that once
symbolised neglect and anti-social
behaviour into 25 high-quality,
affordable homes.

“This will give local families the
dignity, security and lower heating
bills they deserve, while helping
tackle the climate crisis.”

The new housing scheme in
Winyates is set to be com-
pleted. s
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\URDER MYSTERY NIGHT

THE BOATHOUSE CAFE

IRDER MYSTERY
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arrowvalley.co.uk
BATTENS DRIVE, REDDITCH, B98 OLJ
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ARROW VALLEY
VISITOR CENTRE

Holidays

For more information, or to book, please call

Ie%748l 03332 342 514 cuoteos6

ERREESEEE | A tustpit

TICKETS £44.54
(NeLusive op
BOOKING FEE)

INCLUDES priny ¢

CANAPES oy ARRIVAL,
DINNER g DESSERT/

DOORS OPEN 6:30PM
o5 P P

BOOK NOW

CORNISH WEEKEND TURKEY
& TINSEL

Departing Fri 21 Nov ‘25

With its rugged cliffs, charming fishing harbours

and delightful seaside towns, Cornwall is the

perfect destination to enjoy pre-Christmas

celebrations, with entertainment at the hotel and

an excursion to Padstow.

Your break includes

¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢ 3 nights at the Pentire Hotel, Newquay
(JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast
(includes traditional ‘Christmas’ dinner with
complimentary glass of wine)

¢ Mulled wine reception on first evening

v/ Afternoon tea and Christmas cake on
‘Boxing Day’

v/ Entertainment every evening

¢/ Excursion to Padstow

Opti I excursion to Falmouth (£11pp)

4 Days by Coach on@ £269

0ach bool
5. P

d ga
on bookings made up L
supplement. Please

Visit us online at
justgoholidays.com/OS

umby erwise standard rates apply.

WICKED THE MUSICAL EVENING
SHOW & LONDON
Departing Sat 22 Nov ‘25,
Sat 6 Dec ‘25, Sat 13 Dec ‘25, Sat 27 Dec ‘25,
Thu 26 Feb ‘26
Wicked is the sensational musical that hits
stages like a twister with its electrifying score,
stunning sets and a story that turns Oz on
its head. Full of memorable songs such as
No Good Deed and Defying Gravity, this is
guaranteed to leave you spellbound!
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove
¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with full
English breakfast
¢ Stalls or Circle ticket (evening performance)

2 Days by Coach on@ E179

Single Supplement £50

n justgohols
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
SUMMER SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

UK MADE, BESPOKE SIZES AVAILABLE

"RANGE IN UK MADE CORNER GROUP, MANAGERS SPECIAL
TORE

RISER
RECLINERS WAS £4496 NOW £995 !! LIMITED STOCK

NEW IN, FULL LEATHER SWIVEL HEGLINEHS
WITH FOOTSTOOL

20% >
\ (&=-r OFF :
; Clouvd Zero ‘ - the It

Exemption where
applicable
GRAVITY

i i eyl
ADJUSTABLE BEDS ALL SIZES AVAII.ABLE, DUAL MOTOR / CLOUD ZERO RISER
VAT EXEMPTION WHERE APPLICABLE RECLINERS AVAILABLE IN 3 SIZES

KING SIZE FOR THE
PRICE OF A DOUBLE OR
SUPER KING FOR THE
PRICE OF A KING

 MODELS IN STORE _

."‘v | : » - ¥
-
e GE%“,ﬂ?,’%M&‘,,?&'Q&'{B SOON! % NEW LIVE EDGE DINING SET IN STORE OAK LIVING ROOM/DINING ROOM RANGE U MADE FULLY ASSEMBLED

01905 796507 - info@svfonline.co.uk
21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ

facebook
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Excellent results across courses
gives college reason to celebrate

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

HEART of Worcestershire
(HoW) College has been cel-
ebrating over the past fortnight
after notching up outstanding
exam results at both vocational
and T Level programmes and
GCSEs and Level 2 vocational
courses the week before.

Across the four campuses, HoW
College had a 100 per cent pass rate
from students who received results
from various BTEC courses, inclu-
idng Level 3 UAL Extended Diploma
in Creative Media Production and
Technology (TV and Film), Level 3
BTEC National Extended Diploma in
Business and Level 3 BTEC National
Extended Diploma in Health and
Social Care.

There was also a complete pass
rate in Level 3 BTEC National
Extended Diploma in Sport and
Level 3 Diploma in Women's
Hairdressing.

The college said the results reflect-
ed its commitment to delivering
high-quality teaching and support
across its vocational curriculum.

Repeating the success of the
2023/24 academic year, where all
T Level Education students who
completed achieved passes, merits,
and distinctions, HoW College has
reported an increase in percentage of
students achieving a Merit or higher
from 42 per cent to 100 per cent.

—
- T
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T Level students
Production, Designand Development
also showed positive performance
with seven students achieving pass-
es and merits during a strong year.

Then, last week, HoW College
toasted the success of students
receiving their GCSE English and
maths and Level 2 vocational quali-

in Digital

fications results.

Many students secured the quali-
fications they needed to progress to
their next stage in education in line
with their chosen career.

An impressive 91 per cent of stu-
dents who completed their studies
at HoW College achieved a mini-
mum of a pass grade in their Level

2 qualifications

And there was an impressive 100
per cent pass rate for many courses
across the four campuses, includ-
ing plumbing, plastering, media
skills, beauty therapy, engineering
and public services. The students’
achievements ensure they have what
they need to progress to Level 3, an

Students undertaking the
Level 3 Diploma in Women’s
Hairdressing were among the
success stories this year. s

apprenticeship or take the step intc
employment to begin their choser
career.

In addition to the excellent Level 2
vocational results nearly 200 learners
have achieved their GCSE Englist
at grade 4 or above and almost 15C
achieved their GCSE maths as &
result of the support, guidance anc
teaching from the College.

Michelle Dowse, Principal and CEC
of HoW College, said everyone was
delighted with the students’ achieve-
ments and proud of their outstanding
results.

“The 100 per cent pass rates anc
rising grades reflect the hard work
ambition, and support that define
Heart of Worcestershire College.

“These achievements are not jusi
numbers - they represent futures
being built and dreams being real
ised, with several of our students
heading off to universities across the
country.”

The MPs from Bromsgrove, Bradley
Thomas, Redditch, Chris Bloore anc
‘Worcester, Tom Collins, all congratu:
lated the students - visit this story or
our website for more.

Visit: howcollege.ac.uk for more or
HoW College and qualifications.

- Lunchtime Specials and

«% Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on ukThursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Diab ~ Fab ALY
create your own kitchen [l
miracle with Joe’s Doors N |

We believe in miracles — and so will you!

At Joe's Doors, we give your kitchen a brand new
look — without the mess, stress or massive price tag.

With no ripping out or emptying of cupboards, we
replace your existing doors, panels and trims to
completely transform your kitchen — often in just
two days*.

Choose from a huge range of stylish designs and enjoy a stunning
new space that feels like a miracle — because it kind of is.

® Transform today, pay later — up to 7 years interest-free credit**
® Free design, free quote, free survey

® And absolutely no pressure — just Joe's honest advice

Ready for your miracle kitchen transformation?
Book your free visit today with Joe’s Doors — and fall in love with your kitchen all over again.

Complete the look with a natural
stone overlay from Quartzize

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.

Here are some of the amazing benefits:

» Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
 Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

» Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.”

3 easy steps to transform your kitchen: v NO NEED TO
EMPTY CUPBOARDS
We'll pop 9 Choose from e Our fitters will v NO MESS, NO FUSS (@) I (@) [ cHoiceor

along and our range of come back and v MADE TO MEASURE : Acvall?fglss

take some doors and transform your v FITTED IN A DAY
measurments... worktops... kitchen ORTWO*

[EIf5d[E] To find out how we can help you: OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE FBEE SI“K
call 01527 962146

visit joesdoors.co.uk JOE’S DOORS WORTH £229™"

Lines Open Mon-Fri: 8.30am-8.00pm Present this voucher to

Sat: 8.30am-6.00pm_ Sun: 9.00aM-5.00pm. A N D Ov E R L AY S our Home Consultant on
*Based on a straightforward fitting. **Subject to status, terms and conditions apply.

the day of your survey.
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Editor’s Comment
! t JUDGING by the number
of people who have contacted
us, the dust clouds plaguing
those living near the Perryfields
development needs addressing.

Maybe the developer is compliant
with regulations and requirements
but if it is having a detrimental
impact, something needs to be done
to negate it.

Surely it is good practice for com-
panies building properties to go the
extra mile to minimise disruption
and distress for those already living
in the area they are operating in.

This is clearly not happening here.

J)

Order photos
online now!

Purchase pictures
featured in this
newspaper at

www.buyphotos247.com

Letters

The Bromsgrove Standard, Webb House, Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 8BP
Tel: 01527 588688 Fax: 01527 584371 email: editor@bromsgrovestandard.co.uk

Fly flags with pride,
but not jingoism

1 DO NOT write to the papers, but this time
feel compelled to do so.

1, for one, was delighted to see the flags
suddenly appear, as it seemed the councils
had totally overlooked VE Day and espe-
cially VJ Day commemorations.

The excuse that flags on lamp posts was
dangerous overlooks the fact Birmingham
City Council does this on a regular basis,
celebrating commonwealth Games, and
other events. Granted they must be erected
safely but those I have seen so far are high
enough to out of harm’s way.

As for the traffic islands, it’s an interest-
ing development, maybe a step too far,
but born from frustration at the council’s
stance.

A little more pride in our great nation
will not go amiss, as long as jingoism does
not creep in.

Kerry J Parkes

Being tolerant is a
true British value

UNFORTUNATELY, the St George Cross
flag has been hijacked by far-right groups
and can be seen as racist so its meaning
can be misunderstood. Its use should be
used with care, and if the idea behind all
of this is the meaning of being patriotic
then maybe you should be flying the Union

It should be presented the right way up
and most of the Union flags I have seen are
flying upside down.

Notwithstanding this there are rules and
laws on what you can and cannot do with
regards street furniture and painting on
roads. You should not be breaking these
rules and laws as doing that in itself is not
being very patriotic.

So, I think it can be seen as being rac-
ist and I think they probably are meant in
that way.

1 feel there are lots of ways of showing
you are patriotic that don’t involve you hav-
ing to break the any rules and laws or being
misunderstood.

1 feel one of the things that make the
United Kingdom a wonderful place to be a
part of are our rules and laws.

I am proud to be British and proud to be
a citizen of the United Kingdom and being
inclusive and showing tolerance and being
aware of other people’s feelings, I think is
a part of being British.

Perry

Signs of prejudice
and intimidation

1 WISH to express my view that all these
English St George’s flags are very disturb-
ing,

They express to me prejudice rather
than pride. They must be very intimidating
to non-British/English people.

John Cochrane, Barnt Green

These ‘patriots’ only
causing real offence

I CONDEMN the flags that have been
put up in Blackwell because they are a
clear demonstration of the racist xenopho-
bia that has been displayed outside many
hotels housing asylum seekers.

These flags taint our strong and friendly
village community and intimidate those
who want to speak out, who want to
remove the flags, but are too scared to
do so.

The suggestion that the flags are benign
patriotism is laughable.

If the people putting up the flags were
genuine patriots who wanted to bring
hope to their communities, they would

appreciate the extreme offence caused

and remove them. Instead they relish the

disharmony, seek confrontation and take

pleasure in intimidating the kind, tolerant

people who actually try to make our local

communities lovely places in which to live.
Name and address supplied.

Activities are intrusive
to my community

I WRITE regarding your August 29 article
‘St George Crosses painted on Bromsgrove
and south Birmingham mini roundabout’.

My view is strongly against the guerrilla
campaign of anonymously attaching flags
to lamp posts and painting mini-rounda-
bouts in my community.

If members of the community wish to fly
flags, they can do so on their own property
or in their cars.

The campaign of attaching flags to lamp
posts has been done anonymously by per-
sons unknown, for motives undeclared.

They do not represent my community
and I view their activities as intrusive.

‘W A Welch, Blackwell

Council should act
and take them down

I LIVE in the village of Blackwell and
regularly travel through Bromsgrove and
Barnt Green.

I'm horrified by the appearance of the
flags and can see them as nothing but rac-
ist, xenophobic and anti-migrant.

It sent a chill through me to see so many

flying, knowing abhorrent views they
represent. I feel very strongly the council
should act and take them down.

The painted roundabouts are nothing
but mindless vandalism.

The flags used were hijacked many years
ago by the far right and, sadly, will always
be associated with that movement.
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Have your say, log onto
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk

I think it is naive to think they can be
seen in any other light. It is more than
a coincidence the flags appeared hot on
the heels of the Epping Forest hotel pro-
tests, where people were draped in both
the St George Cross and the Union flag.

Many people in our villages and town
are equally appalled by the flags and hope-
fully their opinions will be expressed in
future coverage of the actions.

Name and address supplied.

Putting flag outside my
house in my decision

I AM very proud of being English and
British. I wave my flag proudly when
England play sport, when the Olympics is
on and on Remembrance Sunday etc.

In relation to the flags on lamp posts and
traffic islands I can’t say whether I support
the sentiment or not. I don’t know who is
erecting and painting the flags, nor what
their motive is

If I were engaged in raising the profile of
the flag for pure national pride, I wouldn’t
hide my identity or be silent on my reasons
for doing so.

Regarding the act of painting traffic
islands, I don’t support it. It is dangerous
to all road users.

In relation to flags on lampposts, if the
erector wants to do it outside their own
house, that’s just about OK. But not outside
my house. That's my and my neighbours’
decision to make.

Erecting flags on lamp posts is also
dangerous to other road users. Ladders
can slip and flags can blow down in the
wind and cause accidents. A couple of
cable ties and a pair of scissors isn’'t how
the local council and Highways Agency
erect road signs

Let’s see why people are doing this first
and then we can all make an informed
assessment of how we feel.

Tony

Matthew ]. Elmes & Co.

Chartered Accountants

Accountancy and taxation services

to business and individuals
Bookkeeping

Payroll
Statutory

Accounts

Tax returns

Probate & Estate Administration
Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney

Authorised to carry on the reserved legal activity of Probate.
Authorised and regulated as a CILEX-ACCA Probate Entity.

info@matthewelmes.co.uk

01789 549008
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make the most of the wonderful facilities on offer at Burcot, which include a full and varied timetable

of activities for all to enjoy.

Our belief is for every one of our residents to ‘Live well toclay and thrive tomorrow’ and at Burcot

Grange & Lodge there is a plethora OF OppOl’tUI‘lity to enable everyone to C]O SO.

FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH: SINGING for featlZ
oin us on the first Thursday of the month for ‘Singing for Health” which takes place in our

JjI elegant Conservatory OVGI’]OOl(ll’lg the beautlful gardens En]O)’ upllftmg songs, frlendly company,

and mdu]gent treats - From lUXUFlOUS warmmg drml<s to ca|<es shortbread and sweet blteS

Anlval from 3pm on lhursday 3 ]U.l)/ at the Glange.

MEET & GREET MONDAYS for Uhese living witde devnenca

On the last Monday of every month, come and join us for an afternoon of singing, dancing and

0
—. warming hot drinks, served with delicious butter shortbread and wonderful assortment of cakes

and 1‘efreshments. Everyone is welcome = Arrival From me at The Lodge.

Find out more about our amazing care home and what all-inclusive rea]]y looks like.

Telephone Kiran on 0121 445 5552 or visit www.burcotgrange.co.uk
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egistored Charity: 1165891

Bromsgrove,
Redditch & Wyre Forest niea
Winyates Centre

Chris Bloore MP with manager Victoria Phillimore and her team. s

Age UK shop toasts its first year

THE AGE UK shop at the Winyates Centre
has celebrated its first anniversary.

Since opening its doors in 2024, the
shop has become a valued part of the local
community, offering a wide range of quality
items at affordable prices.

With donations regularly coming in from
residents, local businesses and even lead-
ing high street retailers, the store has quick-
ly built strong links across Redditch.

The shop’s 12-month anniversary is a
milestone in Age UK’s ongoing commit-
ment to supporting older people across
Worcestershire.

Proceeds from the Winyates store go
directly towards the charity’s services,
ensuring older residents have access to the

help, advice and support they need.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore recently visited
the store.

He said: “It's a fantastic example of how
charity shops can provide quality, afford-
able items while supporting vital work for
older people.

“Victoria and the team are doing an
incredible job and | want to thank them for
their dedication.

“On my visit, | was even delighted to find
a childhood favourite board game — Super
Striker — showing just how diverse and
exciting the stock can be.

“I'd encourage residents to pop in and
support this brilliant local resource.”

A WEST Mercia Police
fog is currently under-
going training for one
of the most demanding
roles in policing.

PD Indy (pictured) is
set to become a Victim
Recovery Dog (VRD). The
training will enable her to

A MAN in his 70s was
assaulted on his doorstep
by a robber who forced
his way in and stole a gold
ring.

The vicious attack hap-
pened around 9pm on
Thursday and left the victim
needing hospital treatment.
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PD Indy scent
off for training

learn to detect human scent
beneath the surface of the
water. It is a skill so rare
that only a handful of dogs
in the UK are qualified to
do it.

Once trained, she will
be able to assist officers
in searching lakes, rivers
and other bodies of water

Police officers located
and arrested a 28-year-old
man on suspicion of rob-
bery the following day - on
Friday.

Following the incident,
the force is now appealing
for help in recovering the
stolen ring.

for missing people, helping
bring answers and closure
to families during heart-
breaking times.

She will join fellow VRDs
PD Lupo, PD Jabba and PD
Maggie whose incredible
noses can pick up scent
from a submerged body -
even in deep or fast-moving
water.

From the edge of a boat
or a river bank, they alert
their handler and guide
divers to the exact location.

‘West Mercia Police said:
“This is one of the toughest
disciplines in the police dog
world and Indy’s progress
is a huge credit to her dedi-
cated handler and trainers.”

Such will be Indy’s skill-
set, she will not just serve
West Mercia - she will sup-
port other forces across the
country too.

The force added: “We're
so proud of her and the vital
work she’ll be doing.”

Visit this story at
bromsgrovestandard.co.uk
to see a picture of the ring.

Witnesses or anyone with
information should email
caitlin.allen@westmercia.
police.uk with what they
know.

DEAN SIMPSON

COUNTY TREE.SURGEONS

Your local, NPTC & Lantra Certified tree surgeon

X Py 3

County Tree Surgeons have been

trusted tree surgeons in Redditch

and the surrounding area for over 15

years, specialising in tree reduction

and removal. A family run business
with  values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

Tel 01527 404240
Mobile 07969 895316

v Fencing

v All aspects of tree work
undertaken

v Specialist in tree removal/
reductions

v/ Hedge maintenance
v/ Storm damage work
v Tree stump grinding service

v Conifer trees topped or felled
v Call out work
v/ Fast clean service

v, Free estimates

wWww.countytreesurgeons.com

v/ Fully insured

v All work carried out to BS3998
standard
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Exam

A TOTAL of 66.3 per cent
of students from across
Worcestershire achieved
grade 4 or above in their
GCSE results.

The figure is above the West
Midlands regional average of 62.9
per cent and just short of the
national average for England — that
stands at 67.1 per cent.

Initial data, provided voluntarily
to Worcestershire County Council
by 20 of the 35 state-funded schools,
shows 40.2 per cent of students
achieved strong passes (grade 5
and above) in English and maths.
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results reflect hard work

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

More than 60 per cent of students
— 61.9 per cent — achieved a stand-
ard pass (grade 4 or above) in both
English and maths.

Students also averaged a pass
grade of 4.06 across their English
Baccalaureate (EBacc) subjects,
with 13.7 per cent achieving strong
passes across all EBacc areas.

Adam Johnston, direc-
tor of children’s services at
‘Worcestershire County Council,
said: “Congratulations to all stu-

dents receiving their GCSE results.

“These results are the outcome
of real perseverance and commit-
ment and I want to acknowledge the
important role of school staff and
families who have supported our
students along the way.

“GCSEs mark a key milestone
and I hope results day gives young
people the confidence to move for-
ward positively into further study,
training, or employment.

“We wish them every success for
the future.”

Anyone gaining results and want-
ing careers, training, skills or fur-

ther education information can do
so from the Careers Worcs 16 to 24
Careers Hubs.

The hubs are a collaboration
between Worcestershire County
Council and the Department for
‘Work and Pensions, working in
partnership with local training, edu-
cation, work, and wellbeing pro-
viders to support Worcestershire’s
young adults.

These dedicated spaces are for
anyone aged between 16 and 24
looking for employment, education,
training, and skills advice/support
to help kickstart their future.

The supportive team can help
young adults explore their options
and find the right path, no matter
their grades on results day.

Careers Worcs 16 to 24 hubs are
located at The Hive, Worcester;
inside Heart of Worcestershire
College, Peakman Street, Redditch;
The Point at Kidderminster College,
Market Street, Kidderminster;
Seetec Pluss at Parkside, Market
Street, Bromsgrove; and Workpays,
Victoria Square, Droitwich.

Visit careersworcs.co.uk or call
0300 666 3 666 for more informa-
tion.

Growth Hub aims to help firms
flourish with tailored support

THE Worcestershire
Growth Hub is offering
tailored support to help
businesses across the
county grow and suc-
ceed.

Funded by
Government,
‘Worcestershire County
Council and local dis-
trict councils, the Hub
provides help in key
areas including Talent
and Skills, Business
Advice and Finance, and
Innovation and Growth.

Councillor Alan Amos,
cabinet member with
responsibility for busi-
ness and skills, said:
“The Worcestershire

Growth Hub is here to
help every business in
‘Worcestershire succeed.

“Whether you're a
new start-up or a long-
established company, I
strongly encourage you
to get in touch with the
Hub and explore the
opportunities on offer.

“The advice, funding
and connections avail-
able could make all the
difference in helping
your business achieve its
ambitions.”

The Hub hosts and
promotes a range of
events throughout the
year, supporting net-
working and giving busi-

nesses access to expert
insight. It also shares
tender opportunities and
maintains a directory of
co-working spaces avail-
able across the county.

Support is available
for businesses looking
at research and develop-
ment grants, boosting
productivity, cutting
costs, or accessing help
with recruitment and
staff training.

More information
is available on the
‘Worcestershire Growth
Hub’s Facebook and
LinkedIn pages, or by
signing up to its monthly
newsletter.

W ‘ WORCESTERSHIRE
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nded Support

@ The Will Partners

Over 30 years'

experience in

the Will writing business

hard for

Wills, Trusts & Power
of Attorney

OR

Free review of your
existing Will
® Protect your home and
everything that you have worked

e Friendly, experienced and
genuine local people

discount B
with this L ] ree miome VisIis

Call us Today
LS 01527 877313

UK Legal
\ new s | Awards 225

Email: hello@thewillpartners.co.uk

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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Discover courses you can do right

on your doorsleﬁ, here in
Worcestershire!
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tollearn!

Creative Skills Maths
ly Family Learning
skills Wellbeing
urhood Learning
many more!

Time to boost your skills

A NEW year of Adult Learning Worcestershire

courses gets under way this September, giving

adults across the county the chance to gain skills

for everyday life and to boost employability.
Adult Learning Worcestershire, part of

adults to look at apprenticeships and Skills

“I am already spearheading the drive for more

Bootcamps to support them into employment,
and any course that helps adults gain skills and
confidence for life and for work is a real boon for

A CAMPAIGN to help encourage vic-
tims to report non-contact sexual
offences has been launched across the
West Mercia policing region.

The social media campaign, launched
on Wednesday (August 20), aims to raise
awareness of crimes such as indecent
exposure, voyeurism, revenge porn and
upskirting.

These crimes have historically been
overlooked as forms of violence against
women and girls, with victims often not
believing they are serious enough to
report.

West Mercia Police is concerned that
these crimes, which can wrongly seem
like low level criminality, can often lead
to much more serious crimes such as rape
and sexual assault.

In recent years, the murders of three

get more to
report issues

as something that happens to all women,
or [not] realise it is a criminal offence.
Our message is it does not have to be
brushed off and when it happens we want
to know.”

“If you do report one of these offences to
us, we will investigate and do our utmost
to get those perpetrators put before the
courts.

“Reporting will also allow us to better
understand patterns of offending to assist
with locating those that commit such
crimes. It really does matter.”

The force’s police and crime commis-
sioner John Campion said he was commit-
ted to playing his part in ensuring sexual
offences in all forms are ‘eradicated from
society’.

He added: “That’s why tackling the
offenders who cause the most harm is one

them and for Worcestershire’s economic future.”

Anna Lee, manager of learning services for
‘Worcestershire County Council, added: “I'm
really excited to see what the new academic year
brings, and looking at our range of courses start-
ing in September I know that our learners will
gain so much from them.

“Our Adult Learning offer helps people build
confidence and practical skills that make a real
difference at home, in the community, and at

Worcestershire County Council’s Learning
Services, deliver courses in friendly, supportive
settings across the county including their dedi-
cated learning centres at Fairfield in Warndon,
Worcester, Willow Trees at Church Hill in
Redditch, within Worcestershire libraries, and
also online.

This year’s courses include, creative and digital
skills, English and maths, hair and beauty and
school support.

of my central priorities within my Safer
Communities Plan.

“But whilst these crimes sadly exist, its
vital victims get the support they need to
cope and recover.”

Support for victims is available via
the PCC’s Victim Support Gateway.

women covered extensively in the media
of Sarah Everard, Zara Aleena and Libby
Squire were carried out by men with histo-
ries of non-contact sexual offending.
West Mercia Police’s campaign aims to
encourage victims to report these offences
so police can take action against the per- i ) e
petrators before the offending escalates. Ye}:gurtlzle!:;%sv'e/ é mg:}?gf%’g&r%’fgﬂg{
Detective  Superintendent Emma

‘Whitworth for vulnerability and safeguard- tion.

Councillor Alan Amos, Worcestershire County
Council’s cabinet member with responsibility
for business and skills, said: “Adults deserve as
many routes as possible to build their skill-set and
secure good jobs.

course for you.”

01905 728537 to book.

work. Whether you're upskilling for employment
or learning something new for life, there’s a

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/courses or call

ing said: “By raising awareness, we hope
it will encourage people to report these
incidents.

“Many women may have brushed it off

To contact police, search Report West
Mercia Police online. Always call 999 in
an emergency.

Alternatively, contact Crimestoppers
anonymously online or via 0800 555 111.

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

oo o v
Cosar

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

We are a locally based firm specialising
in‘roofing 'and’property’ maintenance

Roofline

IDEAL

Renovations

* New Roofs ° Felt & Battens Replaced

* Specialist in Flat EPDM Rubber Roofs
« All Repointing Work, Chimneys

* Ridge Tiles, Valleys, Verges & Walls

* New UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering

* Dry Verge & Dry Ridge Systems
* Clean & Clear Moss & Debris From Roofs
* Guttering Cleaned & Repaired
* All Repair Work

WE ARE NOT A COLD CALLING COMPANY
* FULL GUARANTEE * 14 DAY COOLING OFF PERIOD
* NO PUSHY SALESMEN - REFERENCES AVAILABLE
* NO PRESSURE SELLING
e OPEN 9 AM - 5 PM MONDAY - FRIDAY
We promise to beat any written quotation

| FOR/AFREE;QUOTATION/OR /ADVICE|CALL,ON .|

OFFICE

01789 576 039 07727 190 379

EMAIL: idealrenovations247@gmail.com
Mansley Business Centre « Stratford « Timpthy's Bridge Road « Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9NC

DIRECT
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Trip to the opticians helps Janet
keep an eye on blood pressure

THE IMPORTANCE of regular
eye tests have been highlight-
ed by a Worcestershire woman
whose dangerously high blood
pressure was discovered by her
optician.

Janet Salisbury, 86, visited
Specsavers in Evesham for a routine
two-year appointment and was seen
by store director and optometrist,
Amit Rana who carried out a full eye
examination.

This included an optical coher-
ence tomography (OCT) scan which
allows for a more detailed examina-
tion of the back of the eyes.

The examinations showed a small
bleed at the back of Janet’s left eye,
which can be a sign of more serious
conditions like high blood pressure
and diabetes, so was referred to her
GP for further tests.

She visited her GP a few days later
and had her blood pressure meas-
ured, which was dangerously high
at 200/110 mmHg. For a person her
age it should be 150/90mmHg when
measured by a healthcare profes-
sional. It was then that her doctor
discovered her current medication
wasn’t working as it should be.

“My blood pressure has been high
in the past, so I take medication
and check it regularly,” Janet said.
“Had it not been for this eye test, I
wouldn’t have known that I needed a
different prescription. Fortunately, I
was able to try an alternative medi-
cation so it’s now under control.”

-

Amit Rana, optometrist and
store director at Specsavers
Evesham. s

“When Amit showed me the results
of the scan, I was quite worried. My
mum had experienced a burst blood
vessel behind her eye which eventu-
ally caused her to lose her sight, so I
was grateful to Amit for spotting the
bleed when he did,” she added.

Amit said he was delighted to hear
that Janet’s blood pressure has been
reduced and that it is being closely
monitored.

“Lots of people don’t realise that
an eye test isn’t just about assess-
ing your vision and her story really
helps demonstrate that,” he said.

“We recommend that everyone
has their eyes tested at least every
two years, unless you are expe-
riencing any symptoms or issues
with your vision, in which case you
should visit your optician sooner.”

Undiagnosed high blood pressure
or hypertension is known as the
‘silent killer’ as it often presents
with no noticeable symptoms.

If not treated it can increase risk
of serious conditions such as stroke,
heart disease, vascular dementia and
kidney disease.

According to Government figures
it is estimated that up to 4.2m peo-
ple living in England and Wales may
be living with it.

CERTASS AC12-3092

WOOD & HAYNES LTD ...

Double Glazing Company
Factory: Ashleigh Works, 24 Bromsgrove Road, Redditch B97 4QY. Tel: 01527 66489

Email: woodhaynes82@gmail.com | Website: www.woodandhaynes.com or www.woodandhaynes.co.uk
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ALTHOUGH the weather is still
clinging onto summer, Autumn is
Jjust around the corner.

But for those who are yet to have
their annual holiday or who are
eking out the last of the sunshine,
what better way to relax than to
devour a good book.

Here are five of the best books to
keep the summer vibes alive.

Slow Burn Summer by Josie
Silver

If you're in the market for a
heartfelt romance to lounge with by
the pool, Josie Silver’s Slow Burn
Summer is exactly the kind of novel
that will keep you turning pages
long after your sunscreen wears off.

Set against the golden haze of
a sun-soaked English summer,
Silver’s latest weaves together grief,
friendship, and the healing power of
unexpected love. The story follows
Clara, a woman reeling after a pain-
ful loss, who retreats to a sleepy

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

ANNABEL
MONAGHAN

Author of
NORA GOES OFF SCRIPT

seaside village to recalibrate her
life. There, she meets Jake, the local
boat repairman with a complicated
past and zero interest in summer
flings - or so he says.

‘What unfolds is a true slow burn
- long walks, hesitant conversations,
simmering chemistry, and emotional
revelations that sneak up on you
like a sunburn you didn’t see com-
ing. Silver excels at writing relation-
ships that feel earned, tender, and
emotionally rich, and Clara and
Jake’s journey is no exception.

Same Time Next Summer by
Annabel Monaghan

This is your “childhood sweet-
heart returns” fix - but make it
emotionally intelligent and satisfy-
ingly grown-up. Sam the boy who
once owned Alice’s heart, shows up
unexpectedly when she returns to
her family’s beach house to plan her
wedding.

Alice’s current life is practical,

[DOUII

polished, and perfectly on track -
but being around Sam forces her to
remember who she used to be.

The narrative flits between past
and present, exploring first love,
heartbreak, and the question: do
people really change, or do we just
forget who we were?

It’s wistful, deeply romantic, and
perfect for those who love a second
chance love story with a sharp edge
of longing.

Every Summer After by Carley
Fortune

This one takes the classic summer
love story and layers it with regret,
emotional reckoning, and a ticking-
clock structure.

Persephone spent every summer
at her family’s lake house, where
she fell in love with neighbor Sam.

Something happened between
them - something big and the story
toggles between those golden sum-
mers and a reunion years later,

“Startlingly fresh
and utterly compalling’
HOLLY HILLER

“An oxtraordinary.
beautiful, magical ook’
JILL MANSELL a

when Sam’s mother dies and Percy
returns.

It’s atmospheric and raw in
the best way. Perfect for fans of
nuanced characters and stories
about timing, forgiveness, and
enduring connection.

The Summer of Broken Rules
by K.L. Walther

Set on Martha’s Vineyard, this
young adult new adult crossover has
the feeling of a Nancy Meyers movie
mixed with a Taylor Swift bridge.

The plot revolves around
Meredith, grieving the loss of her
sister, who joins a massive family
wedding where they’re playing a
traditional game of “Assassin.”

She meets Wit, a groomsman who
quickly becomes her unexpected
ally - and possibly more.

This book balances emotional
undertones with playful banter and
sunshine-soaked romance.

It’s heartfelt but not heavy, with
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beach bonfires, big family energy,
and the kind of love story that feels
like catching your breath after
laughing too hard.

One Italian Summer by
Rebecca Serle

This is not your typical love
story - it’s more about self-love and
reconnection through grief.

After her mother dies, Katy takes
the trip to Positano they were
meant to do together.

Once there, she meets a woman
who seems uncannily like her moth-
er - only thirty years younger.

‘What follows is part ghost
story, part time slip, part magical
metaphor, but all wrapped in Italian
beauty: sun-drenched cliffs, lemon
groves, and cobblestone alleys.

The writing is lyrical, and while
there’s a touch of romance, the
emotional payoff is more spiritual
than sexy. Ideal for readers who
want depth with their beach read.

@

Taylors Solicitors have heenin
Headless Cross and assisting the
residents of Redditch since the 1970's.

We are a friendly local firm that

Or, if you want to plan for the

TAYLORS Your _Iocal friendly

SOLICITORS HUIHEUNMEVIHE

guarantees you will be dealt with
by an individual who will be
happy to speak with you and
provide you with sensible
straightforward advice.

future and make wills or Lasting
Powers of Attorney (LPAs) or if
you have had a bereavement and
want us to help with probate and
administering the estate we are
happy to meet with you and
discuss your requirements.

Please call us on 01527 544221
or email
claire@taylorssolicitors.com for
property matters and
stephanie@taylorssoliitors.com
for probate, wills and LPAs.

If you are looking for someone to
help you with a house move —
sale or purchase; or a re-
mortgage or other residential
property matter our lawyers are
happy to support you. Our
property lawyers have over 30
years of experience in residential

property.

TAYLORS SOLICITORS
1 Mason Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5DA
01527 544221 | stephanie@taylorssolicitors.com (wills and LPAs)

AN Sop,
& %,

Lexcel

Legal Practice Quality Mark
Law Society Accredited
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
|

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
1. Wander (4) 1. Curative (8)
EASY 3. Fraud (8) 2. Adopts (7)
4|3 5 8 112 8. Muddle (4) 4. Genial (6)
71416 9 3 9. Adherent (8) 5. Magnetism (10)
9 8 7 11. Shows (12) 6. Result (5)
3 5 6 13. Attack (6) 7. Firearms (4)
612 ] 57 14. Coma (6) 10. Animate (10)
17. Student of insects (12)  12. Cruelly (8)
4 2 9 20. Lift (8) 15. Secret (7)
2 4 21. Greet (4) 16. Spongy (6)
1 9 415 2 22. Scatter (8) 18. Wants (5)
23. Refuse (4) 19. Loan (4)
7] s 5[1] -
X\
HARD gerine
P 5179
7 8
N
9 8 7
2 5(9|6 ) o ) . :
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
6284237 gives a bird;
1148 S DAWN 454 gives a second bird;
8 3 1 Mend by knitting 189 gives a winged creature.
1 6 Mountain lake ! 2 3 iy ) 6 ’ 8 °
31612 4 Move on an axis
One from Ankara, e.g. CODEWORD
PATH FI N DER o — This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
ephant’s pron ith th ber al ting th letter. F le, if 8 t t
e ———— A Ry e P e
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each DUSK words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Mercury Prize-winning Artists

[slaspPT
AHKEN
MPATB
IVvLYO
NNGHY
SI10GL
UPMED
LERZN
PZONH
PISIO
ORDMP
ITAOE
SHEPL
AESLI
MRCAM

TIMOMCOVMDPDWO TIPS

A

momcITunwzZ —=- mMm=-S2mM0

OZZ2U-ATI3I=rPrOZ2ZPacC

H4H<PTUANZP<Z2r-A-=-<00
Z>PIMOUOUO-DOMmMZZMmM> ™M
Z0VU0=-ZNNFrFESEmMmmES-=I

orXZ>»mMm>»>»rmood

XP>PEUOUZTOIOXAMPr=-0nx
roomomP>POXmM<MmMeTC
mmrrmmoonXI-<IP>I

Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

one 9-letter word to be found.

A
0

R
w

How you rate
6 words: average
9 words: good

%

12 words: very good
15 or more: excellent.

il
il i 3 3 i
A

20 “

N -

il i 3 @ ~

il A G O 0 N

5 _[13 |17 |23 [24 7 5 ]

DAdEE & 3 3
e

Hdddd 38 @ @

1 2 3 4 5

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

P A

N<XS<C-HUVWIOXWOZErX-—=IOTMmMUA®
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1
4

6 & 19 Across

7

n

13

A shoal of fish (6)

A sound: a,&,i,0 or u (5)

Cricket trophy (3,5)

Liliaceous plant, immortal in Greek
mythology (8)

Chimpanzees, gibbons, or and
gorillas (4)

City and province of northern Italy, famous for
its violets (5)

Small vipers of southern Europe (4)

15,25 & 24 Across Opera by Glinka, from a poem by

16 & 17 Across

17
19
21
24
25
26
27

Pushkin (7,3,8)

Shrewd Chinese detective, played
on screen by Peter Ustinov and others (7,4)
See 16 Across

See 6 Across

Bird that flies high as it sings (4)

See 15 Across

See 15 Across

Very deep place; a chasm (5)

Greek goddess of wisdom, war and industry (6)

DOWN

1
2
3

4
5
6

9

-

[ — |
s t The REDD CH ALCESTER!QL ' S BROMSGROVEDROITWICH '

The river which flows through Paris (5) 10
The gullet (10) 12
Surname of the composer of The Land

of Smiles and The Merry Widow (5) 13
Strong Russian alcoholic spirit (5)

See 18 Down

Low-pitched brass musical 14
instrument (4)

Silk or cotton cloth with a long nap (5)

Common Indian antelope (5)
Antediluvian Hebrew-patriarch of
immense age (10)

According to Longfellow, the month
“in Seventy-five" of Paul Revere's
Ride (5)

Monastic officer (5)

18 &5Down  Character loved by Scarlett

0'Hara in Gone With the Wind (6,6)

It's time to
Like, Follow & WHAT’'S ON

Subscribe

Don’t be LEFT BEHIND......
@ RedditchStandard o TheRedditchStandard ® @RedStand

19

The great mountain system forming
the western fringe of South
America (5)

Principal port of Israel (5)
Seaweeds, vegetal plankton, etc. (5)
Scottish-born pirate, known as
‘Captain’, hanged in 1701 (4)
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Motoring

er247.co

THE five-door Kia
EV4 is the brand’s
first fully electric
vehicle to be manu-

factured in Europe,
as Kia begins series
production of the
new model.

c( Vehicle Testing
Station

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD
PRIVATE CAR, COMMERCIAL & FLEET
SERVICING,
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
‘ MoT TESTING INCLUDING ‘

Vehicle Testing
Station

CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)
VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS

D ROAD
ASTON FIFLDS INDUSTRIAI FSTATE
BRI MSGKOVL B60 3

01527 875432/837070

L >

The start of production follows
extensive updates to Kia’s European
manufacturing facility in Slovakia
and represents a major step forward
in Kia’s electrification strategy for
the region.

An electric hatchback designed
specifically for the European mar-
ket, the EV4 is assembled exclu-
sively at Kia AutoLand Slovakia.

Marc Hedrich, President and CEO
of Kia Europe, said: “The start of
EV4 production is a huge milestone
for us.

“It demonstrates the techni-
cal capability and flexibility of our
European operations.

“Slovakia will build fully electric
cars alongside models with hybrid
and internal combustion power-
trains. Through the expansion of
our production capabilities, we are
supporting our diverse European
customer base even more.”

Built on Hyundai Motor Group’s
Electric Global Modular Platform
(E-GMP), the EV4 delivers a balance

of performance and efficiency.

It is available with two battery
options: a 58.3kWh battery and a
larger 81.4kWh variant, offering a
range of up to 391 miles on a single
charge.

The EV4 boasts advanced energy
innovations, such as Vehicle-to-Load
(V2L) and Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G)
capabilities.

The model features an alumin-
ium bonnet to reduce weight and
enhance handling, as well as the
choice of five eye-catching exterior
paint finishes.

The EV4’s design combines bold,
sharp lines with Kia’s award-winning
‘Opposites United’ philosophy.

It was first unveiled globally in
February 2025 and is tailored to
meet the needs of customers seek-
ing innovation, performance, and
electric mobility.

Kia’s manufacturing facility in
Zilina, Slovakia, is a cornerstone of
the company’s European operations.
Opened in 2004, the two-square-Kkil-
ometre plant is strategically located
for serving key European markets.
It employs around 3,700 people
and operates with more than 600
advanced robots.

The plant is capable of producing
multiple model variants simultane-
ously across five main production
areas: press, body, paint, engine,
and assembly.

Following a 108-million invest-

ment, the production lines
have been modernised
with new technologies,
including an EV battery
conveyor at the chassis
line in the assembly shop.

The Zilina plant pro-
duces other models such
as the Kia XCeed and Kia
Sportage.

This includes hybrid and
plug-in hybrid variants,
which have accounted for
25 per cent of the facil-
ity’s total annual output as
of 2024

With an annual capac-
ity of 350,000 vehicles
and 540,000 engines, the
facility has produced more
than five million units
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since opening, which are
exported to 83 countries.

These figures account
for approximately 11 per
cent of the company’s glo-
bal vehicle output.

Kia has integrated sus-
tainability measures into
the plant’s operations.

Since 2014, Kia Slovakia
has reduced electricity
consumption per vehicle
by 11 per cent, water
usage by 28 per cent, and
CO2 emissions by 13 per
cent.

The factory currently
runs entirely on renewable
electricity.

Mount Pleasant Giarage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all MoT classes

Service and
- repairs to all
akes and
models

Tel: 01527 63000
3 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B97 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm

pAve's ENGINE CENTRE

PRECISION ENGINE RE-MANUFACTURERS,

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
ENGINE?
FREE Advice and Quotes
All Car, Agricultural and
Commercial Engine Work

Full Machine Shop Facilities
Cylinder Head Re-facing
Crankshaft Regrinding

Pressure Testing
Reboring and Liner Fitting

Engine Parts at LOW PRICES :

Does your
VINTAGE VEHICLE
need work?

Tel 01527 854968 / 07730 874527
Email : sales@engine-centre.co.ul
www.engine-centre.co.uk
Studley, B8O 7AP
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION
for trade customers

LN Autas)

_,JWechamcal Repairs

. D agnostlcs

01527 875565 * 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

45 years experience locally

* All Aspects of Motor Servicing

* Repairs °

agnostics

. MOTs @£50 (Pl us a free retest)

Competitive Prices

...and a few comments from very satisfied customers:

Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working

around my work commitments

Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks

0 BOOK CALED121 "’3 1867
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| od : Learn from yesterday,
q‘ﬂ P live for today,

o= hope for tormorrow.
. f . - ] Anonymous
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"Tok: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com r B 2
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DEATHS MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
— SERVICES —
—
MORGAN : PE—
Geoffrey As Time Goes By ST N S% Crabbs Cross,
‘Geoff’ YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN S N7 Redditch, B97 5JP
€0 MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP
d 88 years.
Passed ?5; uneyx;t;edly on Headstones, Cremation Tablets, ’
the 14th August 2025. Additional Inscriptions and POK!

A much loved Husband to Jill, Father, Renovation Work

Grandfather and Great Grandfather.
Geoff will be greatly missed. you ave a Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk

A service to celebrate Geoff’s life will take "
place at Redditch Crematorium on Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Wednesday 10th September 2025 at 2pm. Please call 01527 550505 www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
Family flowers only please, donations if so
desired to Wythall Animal Sanctuary meSS age for a To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times TM] 57 550 700

Tr}rllay be sentﬁo J
omas Brothers, Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate

e b loved one, Readinh Bo7 SXF

494 Evesham Road

flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Rc(ﬂ%né(;hsz‘B7977757JF “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
e Caﬂ Our FUNERAL
DEATHS DIRECTORS
. = —

team on =
FARRELL

Sybil Margaret 01527

Aged 84 years.
Passed away peacefully on

Friday 15th August 2025. G]'l
Now reunited with late Husband Tom. James CS
A much-loved Mom to Richard and and Sons Ltd
Mother-In-Law to Donna. Est1916

A devoted Nan to Niamh and Natalie.
Sybil will be greatly missed by all her family
and friends.

The Complete
Funeral Directors
A service to celebrate Sybil’s life will take
place on Thursday 11th September 2025
at Redditch Crematorium at 11.45am.
Family flowers only please donations if so
desired to Acorn’s Children’s Hospice to:
Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors
494 Evesham Road

Allow our family
to care for your family

Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank you
P BROMSGROVE ~ DROITWICH STUDLEY FUrREPAID |
L 01527872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE
L

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
‘l Huntleys Funeral Services |bumms

' Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

An Independent_ Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE THOMAS BROTHERS
Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice, Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
or toﬁnd out more about our prepaidfuneralplans. We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital, 01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -« ALCESTER

excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply 01564 822001 01214453422 01789 330939

- please ask us for details.

“A family concern

W .thomasbrothﬁ's co. uk ;
emails admm@thomasbrothers co. uk

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Where saying
goodbye means

everything”
Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,

contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 911

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happened.

Whatever the occasion, why not send
your loved ones a message....

= L. ,ﬂ |
Q "*s'd T

DIRECTORS
—

Call our
team on

PAGE 27

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

oleces

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons
* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service

s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.

* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

T: 01527 831723

info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

01527 588688
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VACANCY Democratic Services
III Hlln +| Apprentice
H 5/ 37 hours per week, fixed term contract
www.taurustaxis.co.uk £25,583 - £26,824pa
Are you Looking To Top u p Your Join us as a Democratic Services Apprentice and earn while you learn! This is a
- 2 fantastic opportunity to gain hands-on experience, develop practical skills, and
salal’y or Pension? work towards a nationally recognised qualification - all while receiving a salary.
Our apprenticeships offer real-world training, career progression opportunities,
Then we COUId He'P " and the chance to work alongside experienced professionals in a supportive
environment. Whether you're just starting out or looking to change direction, our
inclusive programme is open to all and designed to help you build a successful
future in local government.
As part of this exciting Apprenticeship opportunity, you'll benefit from dedicated
training time - at least 20% of your working hours - to help you successfully
R E Q u I R E D achieve the Level 4 Governance Officer Apprenticeship. This structured learning
is designed to equip you with the knowledge, skills, and confidence to thrive in a
i i i i .'_'. governance role, with full details available on the Institute for Apprenticeships and
Wlth or WIthOUt TaXI Badge / Veh|C|e Technical Education (IfATE) website. It’s a fantastic way to grow your career while
Clean Licence Essential No pr(_)blem, making a real impact in local government.
. . . Camllne or Apprenticeships are funded by the UK Government and there are some rules
Hol |day pay will be accrued and pald Ke"v can he|p| which we need to consider to establish eligibility for this opportunity. In particular:
H ¢ You will have been a resident in the UK for the last 3 years prior to the start
We also require X i You will have by ident in the UK for the last 3 i h
Gwe [hem d of the apprenticeship or fit the criteria of eligible residency status in the
Psv nnl“Ens Ca" on Apprenticeship Funding Rules.
with valid CPC card & training part time hours * You do not already hold the same or similar qualifications.
ver ood rates Of’ a ’ 01527 Please visit our website: Stratford-on-Avon District Council - Current
y g Y y Vacancies or email hr@stratford-dc.gov.uk to see the full recruitment
For Further Details Please Call SHACIN poch s N
01527 For an informal chat about the role, please contact Macer Nash, Democratic
Services Manager at macer.nash@stratford-dc.gov.uk or Ann Banks, Senior
5887 49 Democratic Services Officer at ann.banks@stratford-dc.qov.uk
Applications will close at midnight on Sunday 14 September. Interviews will
cardine.hidcenhud@ be held week beginning 29 September.
bullivantmedia.com The Council is committed to equality of opportunity and aims to create a
kellylayim@ welcoming, inclusive workplace where we are all able to bring our whole selves
bl mla to work and perform at our best.
.Com WWW.STRATFORD.GOV.UK

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Carer/Personal
Assistant

Required for disabled lady.

Female applicants only, must be qualified and experienced

Full and part time drivers required for home to in care, have a full clean driving licence and own vehicle.

school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

20-26 hours per week.
Harvington area

Please apply in writing with CV and contact
details to:
POB 2172431
Kidderminster
DYIl 6SD

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

0152760000

or email accounts@a2h60k.co.uk

Suitable candidates will be shortlisted for interviews.
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Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

01527 588625 » 01527 588749

caroline.hirkenhead @bulivantmedia.com | kellyfaylor@bulivantmedia com

We can offer you....

COVERAGE

INSR RN T}
ONLCINE

FLAIR o DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

GATEKEEPER

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK
TO INCLUDE WEEKENDS)

We seek a personable individual to provide a professional
welcome to school visitors, assist with deliveries and
provide security assistance.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications | September 2025.

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare
of children and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo
child protection screening including checks with past employers.

WINTERFOLD

PRER « PRE- NURSERY

WINTERFOLD SCHOOL

NURSERY
ASSISTANT

(MATERNITY COVER 17.11.25 to 11.09.26)

We seek a qualified (Level 3), professional and personable
individual to carry out this role in our Woodhouse Nursery,
situated within the grounds of Winterfold House School.
Working hours are Monday to Thursday 8.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m.,
Friday 8.00 a.m.-6.00 p.m., term time only plus 6 weeks of
holiday club during school holiday periods.

Full details and application forms are available on
the school website: www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
Informal discussions with the Deputy Head of EYFS,
Mrs. Belinda Miles 01562 777234
Closing date for all applications is Monday 8th

September 2025.
d to safeguarding and p
and young people.

Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening including
checks with past employers and the Disclosure Barring Service.

PREP =

The School is

ing the welfare of children

DROITWICH SPA

HIGH SCHOOL
® AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE

Join Our Friendly Catering Team!
Catering Assistant Vacancies

Term time only plus banked hours
Salary: Up to £13,268 per annum (based on 921 hours) /
£24,305 FTE
Are you looking for a rewarding role in a vibrant and supportive
school community? We’re currently seeking friendly, hardworking,
and reliable Catering Assistants to join our dedicated team!

Hours & Pay

* Term time only, plus some additional hours during peak periods or
non-term time.

* Up to 921 hours per year, we are happy to consider a range of
working patterns and hour combinations. Hours are typically worked at
a regular weekly rate during term time. Please tell us your preferred
hours in your application

e Annual salary: £13,268 (based on 921 hours) — Full-time equivalent:
£24,305.

About the Role
You'll play a key part in providing high-quality catering for students and
staff. This is a fast-paced, rewarding environment where teamwork and a
positive attitude really matter.
We’re looking for someone who:
* Has a cheerful, can-do attitude and enjoys working with people.
* Is reliable, punctual, and flexible.
* Works well as part of a team in a busy kitchen.
¢ |s well-organised and hardworking.
* Has previous experience in commercial catering (preferred, but
not essential).
Why Join Us?
* Be part of a welcoming and happy team.
¢ Contribute to a successful and valued part of the school.
* Enjoy school holidays off (with some peak-time work).
* Opportunities to develop catering skills in a supportive environment.
Apply Today!
This is a rolling vacancy, and applications will be reviewed as they are
received. Interviews may be conducted, and appointments made, at any
time, so don’t wait to apply.
To find out more or to download an application form, visit our job
vacancies page on our website at
https://website.droitwichspahigh.worcs.sch.uk/
We look forward to hearing from you!
‘Droitwich Spa High School & Sixth Form Centre is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers
to share this commitment’.

Droitwich Spa High School and Sixth Form Centre, a charitable company limited by
guarantee registered in England & Wales, company number 07666 185. Registered office:
Briar Mill, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 0AA.

GREAT LOCAL
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

CLEEVE ROAD, MARLCLIFF

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for repair/
replacement of manhole frame and cover.

Order Commences: 31 August 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 31 August 2025.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

CERTIFICATE TO BE

Name of applicant/club:
Caribbean Flavour Restaurant

from the above premises/club
serving food; Licen:

Access & Cleeve Road,
Road, Salford Road, Norton Lenchwmk Bypass
A46, Badsey Road, Birmil

Music; Late night refreshment

Station Road, Main Street, Evesham Road The Green,
Bidford Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918
298 599.

GREEN LANE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to install
new hydrant.

Order Commences: 1 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

ici 2025.
Access & Diversion: Redditch Road, High Street,
Station Road, The Slough, Kiln Close, Brickyard Lane,
Cycleway From Brickyard Lane To County Boundary
and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd, Tel:
03300 080 820.

HARDWICK LANE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Henley Road to the crossroads.

Reason for Order: To enable works for installation of
a rising main and connection to sewer.

Order Commences: 1 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

22 2025.
Access & Diversion: Will be signed.
Contractor: RA Dalton Ltd, Tel: 07384 462 528.
SCHOOL ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable manhole repair
works.
Order Commences: 5 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

6 2025.
Access & Diversion: Evesham Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Sapphire Utility Solutions, Tel: 08009
992 266.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

COCK BEVINGTON ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to repair washout chamber.
Order Commences: 15 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

17 2025.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd, Tel:
03300 080 820.
C39 SPERNAL LANE, SPERNAL
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from
Fork Hill to the A435.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.
Order Commences: 16 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

16 2025.
Access & Diversion: A435, Arden Road, Tything
Road West, Kinwarton Farm Road, Kinwarton Road,
Captains Hill, School Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 29 Aug 2025

by interested

PUBLIC NOTICE - LICENSING ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES
LICENCE OR CLUB PREMISES

THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Postal address of premises/club premises or description:
76 Ipsley Street, Redditch B98 7AE

The applicant proposes to carry out the following
licensable activities or qualifying club activities on or

GRANTED UNDER

and Bar

premises:
sed bar sale of alcohol;

parties or responsible

authontles should be made in writing to Worcestershire
Regulatory Services, Wyre Forest House, Finepoint Way,
Kidderminster, DY | | 7WF or
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk

From 22/08/2025 to 19/09/2025

The record of the application is available for inspection

PUBLIC NOTIGES

All your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

by appointment.

RECKLESSLY MAKE A FALSE

Please call us on 01905 822799 for an appointment.

IT IS AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON CONVICTION TO
AN UNLIMITED FINE, UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE
LICENSING ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY OR

'CONNECTION WITH, AN APPLICATION

STATEMENT IN, OR IN

SALES & WAN

MISCELLANEOUS
—

RECLINER
CHAIRelectric
rise & recline £169
Manual recline chair
£60 High seated
chair £40Can deliver
07703 925662

BEDS NEWDoubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59Can
deliver 07703 925662

CHAIR Black gas
lift ~ desk  chair
good condition /
instructions  height
77.5 - 89.5 £10 01527
524412

DINNER set including
plates, bowls, teapot,
mugs, cups & saucers
‘Sunny Days’ VGC
£30 01527 524412

SLEEPING bags
Coleman Xylo pair
of with hoods &
coletherm insulation
unused £45 01527
524412

MISCELLANEOUS
—

CAMPING mats pair
of Gelert single self
inflating mats used

once £20 01527
524412
GILET LunaRider

Reflectivewear
child’s gilet size 8-10
new with tags. £10
01527 524412
GENERATOR 240 /
12 volts boxed 20
hours use only £150
07837056866
MOUNTAIN Bike
£40 folding
mountain bike £80
07837056866
OREGON  chainsaw
sharpening tool £15
0121 445 2907
FIVE MINTON
BELLEMEADE
SALAD PLATES
(8”) blue flowers,
bone china, used but
in very good clean
condition. £8.00 for
all. Tel: 07934132759
CA Double Oven
Electric Cooker
good working order
£80. 07873265083

SALES & WANT

MISCELLANEOUS
—

ROMAN CRINKLE
BLOUSES, cap
sleeve. Polyester /
cotton. One white,
one pink-same
design. Size medium
12 / 14. £3.00 each
or both for £5.00.(1
can forward photos
if interested) Tel:
07934132759

MISCELLANEOUS
—

RENAULT  Kangoo
Van (2013-2021)
Black plastic bonnet
guard deflector
boxed unused, cost
£40 for sale £20 Tel
07967401319

FOUR Large
Capa-di-Monte
figurines  £80 ono
Tel: 01562 743744

CARPET OFFCUT -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £4.00.
Tele: 07934132759

3-BIKE rear carrier
rack (Auto Care)
Still in wrapper, £20.
Phone after 6pm
0121 742-4250

NIKE Air MX-720-818
Trainers, ‘White
Indigo Fog’ UK Size
4, Hardly worn, £30.
Tel.no.0121 742-2513

STIHL HL 75 long
reach hedge cutter
very good condition,

QUEEN Elizabeth
11 Golen Jubilee
Tea Set, brand new
and boxed £50. Tel:
01562 743744

TWO bmx tyres
20inchx2.1 vge £12
the pair 07977913225

BMX cycle vge, £120
German made, high
quality, crispy, light
blue, 07977913225

CARAVAN Equipment
Truma Ultraflow
water pump - never
used £30 o.n.o.
07753853193

CARPENTERS Bench
Vice £25. Tel: 0121
744 4633

CARAVAN / Trailer
wheel clamp
(Milenco) £30. Tel:
0121 744 4633

well looked | VINTAGE Belstaff
after  .£150 Tel | jacket medium £30
07967401319 01527 546201
WANTED
I

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Casseties
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 251 643

ARS WANTED

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
01562 711 083
07831 245 313
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

CARPETS
—

Clift Carpets®..

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT
] supplied
| & fitted. T "

Old flooring %
| taken up!
Furniture
moved!

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon |

07753 800737

¢ ® www.cliftcarpets.com

of Redditch

FENCING
—

FENCING & FENGE REPAIRS

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SMALL
Contact Daryl
01527 526990 * 07847 898079
For a free quote

GARDENING
SERVICES

NU
NTEN
\ \ 1
\
i

N h'“

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

JEFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

HANDYMAN
—

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Kitchens &
Bathrooms
FREE DESIGN &
- QUOTATION
‘& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED
: I’I.IlMBING,\
WORKTOP & DOOR
REPLACEMENT
(Supply & fit, supply only o fit only)
LOCAL TRADESMAN
20YRS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL
01926 773386 or
07971 684 353

LANDSCAPING
—

DA, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing * Slabbing * Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE

Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing ¢ Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 87014 - 0771 768 2816

PLUMBING
—

SB 44

Plumbing & Heating

* Gas Fires
* Gas Cookers

* Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

* Gas Appliance Landlord/home
* Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email: stuart4heating@gmail.com

Call me for domestic work
MOBILE

@ 07951485329 B

1 0% No job too big or
and insured
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
too small
AI.I. ROD Fully guaranteed
REPAI Written quotes
availahle
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
@ Mobile: 07461159012
% Office: 01521962 972
weatherguardservices.co.uk
ROOFING
[

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS
Azl‘:lv::; Wﬂh (Redditch) LTD

-smmw doors guaranteed

O i ﬂ 1»4

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

&

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

* Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

0800 747 1704 + 01527906517
treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com
wiw treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

FOUSON L0 §¢

Contact us today

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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SB 4

Plumbing & Heating
* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.
Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

Call me for domestic work

=2 M0B:07951 485 329

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Derby delight for Saltmen as
Tilley and Hurdman down Plums

Charlie Tilley heads Spa into the
Ead. Picture by Mathew Mason.
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by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH
Spa returned to winning
ways with a 2-0 victory
against Worcestershire
rivals Pershore Town.

Goals from Charlie Tilley and
Josh Hurdman in the space of
four minutes at the end of the
first half helped Spa to victory
at the Community Stadium.

That came after Droitwich
played out a goalless draw
with Highworth Town as Spa
recovered from a six-goal
drubbing against Slimbridge
to record successive clean
sheets.

The results mean Spa sit
second in the Hellenic League
Premier Division table, level on
points with leaders Slimbridge
who have two games in-hand.

Andy Crowther’s side made
a positive start as Hurdman
tested Pershore goalkeeper
Joe Cunneen in the opening
few minutes.

However, the Plums
responded with a couple
of chances of their own as
Archie Thurston went close
before Dom Rogerson denied
Raheem Spencer.

At the other end, Hurdman
almost took the ball past
Cunneen only for the Pershore
goalkeeper to stick out a hand
and gather the ball.

Spa thought they had won a

penalty on 23 minutes when
Alex Dugmore drew a foul
in the box and the referee
pointed to the spot.

However, following consul-
tation with his assistant, the
referee reversed his initial
decision as play continued.

Spa remained on top as
Hurdman shot over before
Cunneen turned Dugmore’s
effort behind at the near post.

However, Droitwich eventu-
ally broke the deadlock on
40 minutes when Perry Moss
chipped the ball into the path
of Tilley who headed home
from close range.

And the Saltmen doubled
their lead four minutes later
as Hurdman pounced on a
loose ball in the penalty area
to volley home.

Pershore almost halved the
deficit early in the second half
only for Yuri Quintas to head

off target.
Spa almost sealed the points
when Hurdman charged

down Cunneen’s attempted
clearance which ricocheted
behind.

Hurdman then went close
with a solo effort which came
back off the woodwork.

The pressure continued
from Spa as Cunneen made a
fine one-handed stop to deny
Hurdman from close range.

Droitwich are next in action
against Hallen on Saturday,
August 30 with kick-off at
3pm at the King George
Playing Fields.

SN

JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

® Engine tuning

MOT preparation and submission

for final
Cam belt

MOT
replacement

Clutch Replacement
General repairs

Welding
Servicing

Insurance work welcome
Supply and fit all parts for all

makes &

not give

models

All types of work undertaken, why

us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



