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Taking up the challenge
despite cancer diagnosis

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

A DROITWICH man is set to
take on a national cycling chal-
lenge for a cancer charity after
he and his friend both received
diagnoses in recent years.

Richard Guest, aged 47, was
diagnosed with Stage 4 Non-
Hodkin Lymphona in 2022 and
will ride in Olympic legend Sir
Chris Hoy’s Tour de 4 on Sunday,
September 7.

Sir Chris Hoy's Tour de 4 was
created after his own Stage 4 diag-
nosis as a hopeful reminder that
the disease, ‘while devastating,
doesn’t define the limits of what’s
possible’.

Richard, an aerospace engineer
and father-of-two who has been in
remission since December 2023, is
taking on the challenge in support
of his friend Tony who has now
also been diagnosed with Stage 4
cancer.

As an avid cyclist, Richard was
riding his bike even while undergo-
ing treatment with his wife Lisa
suggesting he ‘possibly over did it’
from time to time.

Richard said: “Being diagnosed

with cancer was a moment that
changed absolutely everything. In
the face of fear and uncertainty, I
turned to one thing that gave me
strength, clarity, and purpose -
cycling.

“Even on the hardest days, get-

ting on my bike helped me stay
grounded, focused, and hopeful. It
reminded me that while I couldn’t
control everything, I could still
fight, with every pedal stroke,
every mile.

“As one of my dear friends is

Droitwich’s 47-year-old Richard
Guest during his preparations
for Sir Chris Hoy’s Tour De 4. s

now about to take on the next
stage of his own battle, I want him
- and all those fighting now - to
know they’re not, and never will
be alone.”

Varying in distance and difficulty,
the Tour de 4 has four categories,
catering to all levels of fitness,
cycling proficiency, and health.

The options range from the yel-
low ride, a 20-minute static bike
ride for those undergoing treat-
ment, to the most advanced red
ride for ‘more seasoned’ cyclists.

Richard will complete the red
route, a 56-mile ride featuring
3,830 ft of elevation on roads
around Glasgow. The event aims to
fundraise and change perceptions
for those living with cancer.

The aerospace engineer’s fam-
ily and friends, including his son’s
who enjoy cycling themselves, will
be supporting him on sidelines.

Richard is fundraising for Bowel
Cancer UK and has raised almost
§2,000 already.

Visit gofundme.com/f/my-tour-
de-4-fundraiser-to-fight-cancer-
tjh5z to donate.

Man is
charged

A MAN has been charged
with several offences after
an incident in Cutnall Green
in which a woman was hit
by a car.

The incident happened at
1.10am on Sunday in Elmley
Close.

Police were called and,
following the collision,
Christopher Finch, 35, of
Bromley Lane inKingswinford
has been charged with griev-
ous bodily harm with intent,
driving whilst disqualified
and use of a motor vehicle
on a public road with no
third-party insurance.

He has been remanded and
appeared at Kidderminster
Magistrates’ Court on
Tuesday.

A man and a woman, both
aged 35, were arrested on
Monday. The woman has
been released on police bail.

Police said enquiries were
ongoing.

GRAND OPENING

FRIDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER, 11AM - 4PM
DISCOVER LUXURY LIVING IN A FOREVER HOME
Everyone welcome!

Call: 01905 918090
Email: info@perdiswellrose.co.uk

FROM AWARD-WINNING

RIBBON

CUTTING



Laura Gregory from Worcestershire
Acute Hospitals Charity with
Rosemary Dickson from the League of
Friends and Ward Matron Jen Wood
celebrate the makeover. s

THE CHILDREN’S A&E waiting room

at Alexandra Hospital in Redditch

has recently been given a transfor-
mation thanks to the League of Friends
of Alexandra Hospital and Worcestershire
Acute Hospitals Charity providing collabo-
rative funding.

The two charities joined together to
ensure the environment was as warm, wel-
coming and interactive as possible for the
hospital’s youngest patients.

The project saw artwork, furniture and
wall games installed throughout the waiting
room, bringing colour and comfort to the
dedicated children’s space.

Waiting in A&E can be a stressful and
emotional time for young patients, their
loved ones and carers and having a more
comfortable space to wait and rest can make
a real difference to patient experience.

The League of Friends of the Alexandra
Hospital exist to support the Alex in reliev-
ing and helping patients both past and
present, along with supporting NHS staff
and services to carry out their work at the
hospital.

The Stand

d, Friday 5, 2025

High praise for Alex

CLINICAL quality and safety
for patients having planned
surgery at the Alexandra
Hospital in Redditch have been
recognised nationally, with the
hospital awarded accredited
elective surgical hub status.

The accreditation is the third for
Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
NHS Trust, which manages the
Alexandra, Kidderminster and
Worcestershire Royal Hospitals,
following successful separate
accreditations for children’s
and adult surgical services at
Kidderminster in 2024.

The latest accreditation follows
several months of hard work,
compiling a portfolio of evidence
and hosting a visit by a team
of external expert reviewers
who met trust staff and patients
who had been cared for at the
Alexandra.

Stacey Waldron, divisional
director of Nursing for Surgery at
Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
NHS Trust, said: “I am delighted
the Alexandra has received this
accreditation, which is a testa-
ment to the incredible collabora-
tive efforts of our teams and truly
highlights how we work together
to ensure the best outcomes and
experiences for our patients.

“This milestone reflects the
dedication and hard work of many

‘Menbers. of the Alexant
‘team celébrate Iheir;gﬂ%evbm
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colleagues and a special thanks
goes out to everyone who played
a role in preparing the evidence
and hosting the visits.

“Their commitment and dili-
gence have not gone unnoticed
and it is heartwarming to see that
all their efforts have paid off.

“This accomplishment is some-
thing we should all be proud of, as
it underscores our commitment to
excellence in patient care.”

Hubs bring together the skills
and expertise of dedicated staff
under one roof, with protected
facilities and theatres, helping to
deliver shorter waits for surgery.

Because they are separated

from emergency services, surgical
beds can be kept free for patients
waiting for planned operations,
reducing the risk of short-notice
cancellations.

The accreditation team praised
the welcoming, friendly team
at the Alexandra for providing
high quality care delivered in an
efficient way, with an excellent
approach to quality improve-
ment.

The hub accreditation scheme,
run by NHS England’s Getting
It Right First Time (GIRFT) pro-
gramme in collaboration with
the Royal College of Surgeons of
England, assesses hubs against a

framework of standards to help
deliver faster access to some of
the most common surgical pro-
cedures.

At the Alexandra, these range
from orthopaedic operations such
as hip or knee replacements to
gynaecological and urological
procedures - many of which are
carried out with the trust’s surgi-
cal robot.

The scheme also seeks to assure
patients about the high standards
of clinical care and looks at evi-
dence in key areas including: The
patient pathway, staff and train-
ing, clinical governance and out-
comes, facilities and ring-fencing,
utilisation and productivity

Prof Tim Briggs, chair of GIRFT
and NHS England’s National
Director for Clinical Improvement
and Elective Recovery, said: “We
have been impressed with the
professionalism and enthusiasm
of the hub teams who are deliver-
ing outstanding care.

“All of the sites we accredited
are focused on delivering safe and
high-quality care, and an excel-
lent patient experience.

“GIRFT’s focus is on develop-
ing surgical hubs with the aim
of improving patient flow so that
patients have shorter waits for
surgery and, for some procedures,
will be more likely to be able to go
home on the same day.”
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OPEN EVENING

Come and say hello whether you are curious or want to
enjoy good company and great singing

Hawve your Sy [
on the Local \
Nature Recovery
Strategy

Worcestershire County Council invites all residents, organisations
and communities to help shape the new Local Nature Recovery
Strategy. Share your views during the consultation period, open until
Friday 26 September 2025.

Alcester Male Voice Choir

You can email us at
Inrs@worcestershire.gov.uk

Or alternatively, send your views by post:
Environmental Policy Team,
Worcestershire County Council,
Wildwood Drive, Worcester, WR5 2LG

Singing for Worcester WarriorsRugby Union

Wednesday September 10th 7.30-9.30pm
venue: Eric Payne Community Centre, off St Faith's Road, Alcester B49 6AG

Want to know more? Contact 07886139781

Joint rehearsal in Swansea for Royal Albert Hall

Registered Charity No. 514970

alcestermvc.org.uk

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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A KIND-HEARTED
Bromsgrove boy has raised
more than £1,000 for the
Birmingham Children’s
Hospital (BCH) Charity to
say thank you for the care
and treatment the hospital
provided for his little sister
Bee.

Jacob Lees, who is five
years old, wanted to do
something to help raise
funds and decided to under-
take the ‘31 Miles in August’
challenge.

He has made sure he did at
least a mile a day throughout
last month to clock up 31
miles in a variety of ways,
including walking, running,
cycling and scooting.

Bee, whose full name is
Phoebe, has spent a good
part of her first year under
the care of multiple depart-
ments at BCH and will be
continuing to do so for the

foreseeable future.

The family said on his
fundraising page: “Jacob
absolutely adores his lit-
tle sister and he is her
number one fan.

“Sports is not his usual
choice of activity so he
has really pushed him-
self.”

He originally wanted to
raise £100 but has now
managed six times that.

On the final day of his
challenge, he walked from

Wychbold to Droitwich
— a distance of 3.1miles —
dressed as a dinosaur.

As he did, he received
support from drivers who
beeped their horns as they
passed by.

Jacob, Bee and their
parents want to say a mas-
sive thank you to everyone
who has donated to the
page.

The charity uses its vital
funds to make a real dif-
ference to all those which
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Jacob steps out to say thank-you to hospital

use the hospital, making it
feel just like home for its
patients and finding new
ways to treat and cure
childhood diseases.

Visit this story on our
website and click through
to donate.

Jacob has raised more
than £1,000 for the
Birmingham Children’s
Hospital Charity by taking
on the 31 Miles in August
challenge. s

Change will help
art organisation

MEMBERS of Droitwich
Arts Network (DAN)
have voted overwhem-

ingly in favour of
forming a Community
Interest Company
(CIO).

At an extraordinary meet-
ing on Tuesday, members
agreed the formal incorpora-
tion of the network would
create positives for its ability
to operate.

Rhys Jones, DAN chair-
man, stated the change
would enable the network
to apply to sources of grant
funding, own assets and
sign formal agreements — all
arrangements only available
to incorporated organisa-
tions. By becoming a CIC,
the new structure would also
protect committee members
and volunteers from person-
al liability, which they cur-
rently faced in the event of
legal action.

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham
@bullivantmedia.com

CICs are specifically
designed for social enterpris-
es, requiring them to have
a clear community benefit
purpose and an ‘asset lock’
ensuring profits are used for
that purpose.

Legal forms and docu-
ments will now be prepared
and submitted to Companies
House and the CIC Regulator
to form the new company.

It is hoped, once approved
and with a new bank account,
Droitwich Arts Network CIC
will be operational from
January 1, 2026.

The organisation currently
exists as an unincorporated
association, meaning it can-
not own property, employ
staff or sign contracts for
example.

The problems with the

nature of the organisation’s
structure has been highlight-
ed by recent negotiations
involving its premises at St
Andrew’s Square.

Its former base of opera-
tions, The Hub in St Andrews
Square shopping centre, was
under offer with a new ten-
ant in recent months so the
arts network had to vacate
its home in early August.

Commenting on the recent
closure of The Hub, Mr
Jones emphasised the net-
work would continue to hold
events and meetings for the
members and visitors.

Arrangements have already
been agreed to hold events
in Droitwich Library.

He added he was ‘hopeful’
a new hub would open in St
Andrews Square before too
long.

Search ‘Droitwich Arts
Network’ online for more
information.
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GLAZING
& REPAIRS

LTD

Locks
Hinges

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

Mirrors
Misted Glass
Safety Glass

Conservatories

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &

Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
Uu.p.u.c.

WINDOWS

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors
Composite Doors

Card payments accepted R/ LYY

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
RELIABLE SERVICE...

SUPPLIED >
& FITTED __\

Back Doors

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longmigy
‘Cwlili & Rocin L4
st oo cor 1

b
st

Longbridge
Cladding & Roollng L1d
Aloan than v 170Ut

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,

Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A NEW quirky 2026 calen-
dar to celebrate the ‘Karens
of Redditch’ was launched
at the Black Tap pub last
Friday.

The ‘KARENdar’ toasts both
women called ‘Karen’ and those
who have ‘Karen traits’.

‘A Karen’, according to dic-
tionary.com, refers to a ‘middle-
aged women who are perceived
as obnoxious, angry, and entitled,
particularly in situations involving
public interactions’.

The concept for the calendar — the
latest in the series by the borough’s
‘dullest man’ Kevin Beresford who
found fame with ‘Roundabouts of
Redditch’ — came about during a
conversation with his friend Sarah
Campbell.

He told the Standard: “She told
me she had a delivery go wrong but
didn’t feel like she could complain
as she didn’t want to be seen ‘as a
Karen’.

“We talked further and decided
to start the Karen Appreciation and
Support Society (KASS) to show
our solidarity with the Karens of
this world - whether they are called
‘Karen’, have a different name but
live up to the stereotype or both.

“Karen used to be in Britain’s top
10 most popular girls’ names but
who is going to call their daughter
‘Karen’ now with the connotations
it has?

“It’s a double-sided coin - I know
a lot of sweet-natured Karens so it
must be especially hard for them

“DECEMBER

n |

and, alternatively, there will be peo-
ple with a Karen nature ot called
‘Karen’ - we want to help them all,
whichever side they are on.”

Kevin said Karen traits were not
always negative and the assertive-
ness could be beneficial - he gave
Susan Rooms, the Black Tap land-
lady, as an example.

A self-confessed ‘Karen’, she fea-
tures on the KARENdar’s December
page.

“Being assertive and knowing
what you want can be good when
dealing with difficult customers.”

Susan (aka ‘Karen Rooms’) said:
“I am definitely a Karen every now

oy ad e

and again. My biggest gripe is peo-
ple’s eating habits. I went out with
one man and actually ended up end-
ing the relationship because of it.

“If people are eating in a way I
don’t like in a restaurant, I either let
them know or turn away to face the
other direction.”

Kev’s antics seem to disable her
Karen attitude.

She added: “I love the KARENdar
Kev has come up with and love
what he is doing for the town. It’s
a pleasure to host these launch
events and help him put Redditch
on the map again.”

The KARENdar is a 50/50 split

The Standard, Friday September 5, 2025

Time to launch the KARENdar

E Kevin
Beresford
sees the
softer side
of Susan
‘Karen’
Rooms
during the
KARENdar
launch at the
Black Tap

j pub. Picture
§ by Marcus
Mingins
3625002MMR
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with six women featured called
‘Karen’ and the other six being
‘honorary Karens’ because of their
personalities.

The Karen concept started in
America and, although arriving in
the UK, Kevin said it was not in
most Brits’ nature to complain.

“We have always been very
reserved and not liking to complain
but I think that is all changing now
and people are getting better at it.”

By joining KASS — open to any-
one called ‘Karen’ or acting like
one — women will get a personalised
Karen coaster, certificate and a
copy of the 2026 KARENdar.

Kevin added: “The Oxford English
Dictionary even lists the collective
noun as ‘A complaint of Karens’
and, following on from that, want to
hold an annual ‘Karen Day’.”

Apart from Kevin hailing from
Redditch and having put the town
on the map previously with his cre-
ations, he feels the Redditch Karens
are the most formidable.

“I personally think the Karens of
Redditch can out-Karen any others
in the UK - maybe even the World.
They could be the ones to take on
the American Karens.

“A Redditch Karen is the loudest
and the first to demand to speak
to the manager — they have to be
first in the queue, have that vacant
parking space, even when claimed,
and always demand the best sun
lounger in Benidorm whilst tipping
the occupant out of it.”

As the KARENdar and KASS was
officially launched, Kevin feels that
August 29 should be known from
now on as ‘Karen Day’.

“It’s the end of a long summer
and many Karens will be mums and,
after entertaining their children
throughout the school holidays,
they will not be able to wait for the
new term to start. They must be at
the end of their tether by now.”

He now wants as many Karens
as possible — from Redditch and
further afield to get in touch and
join KASS.

“We did want loads of Karens
to come down to the launch today
but then I thought: ‘Is that a good
idea? They would only have moaned
about it’,” he explained.

Visit dullkev.com for more on the
KARENdar and joining KASS.

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

>

‘ w

We can help you move house, build an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200

*35.,

» v

\

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“4ssa

I I self storage

association
United Kingdom

Studley Christadelphians

Meet on Sundays at:
STUDLEY INFANT SCHOOL, (Off) HIGH STREET, STUDLEY, B80 7HJ.

And give you a warm invitation to our Bible Talks,
held at 1.30pm every Sunday Afternoon, God willing.

Date

31st August

7th September
14th September
21st September
12th October
19th October

26th October

Future topics include:

Subject

Scripture.

Jesus is Coming Back to the Earth.
Do You Have Time For God?

Live Without Fear.

Being Prepared for Jesus’ Return.
It’s About Time.

Today’s Headlines — Straight from

Learning from the Angels at Work.

Christadelphians (Brethren in Christ), are a body of individuals united by
their belief in the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. They do
not claim to have received any new revelation, but rather hold that the Old
and New Testament scriptures are sufficient to make a person ‘wise unto
salvation.” Affirming the divine authorship of the Bible, they reject any

Beyond

Storage

J

interpretation that fails to reconcile with all the testimonies contained in the
Holy Scriptures. They believe in the personal, visible return of Jesus Christ
to the earth, where He will establish His Father's Kingdom and reign in
power and glory as King, throughout the entire world.

For further information, please visit: www.studleychristadelphians.org
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LEFT:
Protestors
with their
placards at the
Bromsgrove
Council
House. s

. RIGHT: Gary
Martin, from
Belbroughton,
with Philip
and Sue
Ganner, from
Rock Hill, and
Mia the dog.
Pictures by
Tristan Harris.
© Bullivant
Media Group
Ltd.

Hundreds march in protest over
proposals to build on green belt

ALMOST 300 people staged
a peaceful march through
Bromsgrove to protest
against building housing on
the green belt.

The march, organised by
Bromsgrove Voices, took place
last Thursday and aimed at rais-
ing widespread concerns relat-
ing to the Bromsgrove District
Local Plan Draft Development
Strategy.

Flags were waved embla-
zoned with the message ‘Save
Our Green Belt’ and other
protestors wore ‘Save our
Town’ T-shirts. There were
also placards saying ‘Protect
Our Future’, ‘Protect out green
belt’ and ‘No to 9,000 homes
on our green belt’.

Protestors highlighted a lack of
infrastructure, increased traffic
and the absence of alternative
growth options presented to the
public within the plan.

After meeting in Sanders Park,
the group snaked their way along
Kidderminster Road, St John
Street, and the Birmingham Road

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

before arriving at the Council
House on Stourbridge Road.
There, the latest consultation
event for the development strat-
egy was being held.

People went in to have their say
on the proposal sites and there
was plenty of debate inside and
outside about the issues.

Philip Ganner from Rock Hill
told the Standard: “It’s simple.
They are going to add extra
homes with no extra facilities —
no extra GP surgeries, no extra
schools, no extra police or fire
provision.

“The roads are already a night-
mare. It can take an hour to get
from one end of the town to the
other sometimes because of the
congestion.

“They’ve just got no consid-
eration for those of us who are
already living here — they’'ve deci-
mated the High Street.

“We moved here 30 years ago
into homes which were built on
brownfield sites but now they

want to destroy the green belt for
housing. It’s ridiculous.”

Donna Westwood, who organ-
ised the march with Bromsgrove
Voices, said the turn-out was
‘fabulous’.

“It goes to show how many
people are unhappy with these
plans,” she added.

“The amount of drivers beeping
in support was encouraging as
well — it’s indicative of the plan
and the consultation.

“What the council needs to do is
go back to the drawing board.”

Ms Westwood said brownfield
sites — on the former fire station
and council offices and near Asda
— had not even been mentioned
as options to take some of the
housing.

And she criticised the council
for being ‘too compliant’ and
not pushing back on the govern-
ment’s proposals to build more
homes.

“No-one has asked why
Bromsgrove is being asked to take
85 per cent extra in the number
of homes needed and Birmingham
should take 20 per cent less than

its original allocation,” she added.
“Our MP (Bradley Thomas) stood
up in Parliament to contest it and
the Labour Government just said
in response it was proud it would
be able to deliver 1.4million extra
homes.

“We accept we need housing
but not on green belt land. There
needs to be an England-wide
assessment of brownfield sites
so they can take as much of the
properties as possible.

“If this is a locally-led plan,
then the council needs to lead the
way — don’t hand 9,000 homes to
the government on a plate and
make it easy. The district needs
to push back.”

Following the march,
Bromsgrove District Council
urged people to have their say on
the planning process before the
September 22 deadline.

The council’s portfolio holder
for planning, Coun Kit Taylor,
said: “When someone says ‘save
our green belt’ we can show the
actual approach to that.

“When it’s about infrastructure,
we can go through that. When it’s

why do you want to build there,
we can say ‘hang on, we don't,
the landowners do’, and our job
is to consider the implications
of all those proposals to make a
plan that’s led by the needs of the
whole community we represent.

“Events like this help more peo-
ple engage with those real issues
and hopefully encourage more to
respond to the consultation.”

Under the proposals, 21 poten-
tial housing sites have been iden-
tified from 400 developer-sug-
gested locations, based on sus-
tainability and infrastructure.

Of the proposed sites, 1,300
properties would be built in
Bromsgrove and 3,000 homes
would be earmarked for a single
large site in Frankley, adjoining
Birmingham.

The rest would be spread across
Barnt Green, Catshill, Wythall,
Alvechurch, Hagley, and Stoke
Prior, with each allocated 340 to
600 homes.

Visit the website at
www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/
BromsgrovePlan to view the pro-
posals and comment on them.

DO YOU WEAR DENTURES?

Did you know gums continuously shrink over time and Denture feefh wear out? i

It is recommended to replace your denfures every 5-7 years.

Poppy Fields is a small family run Denture Clinic in Bromsgrove with over
20 years experience working solely on the design and fabrication of dentures.

Every stage of the denture fabrication is carried out by our team in our

Bromsgove clinic and on site laboratory which allows us to make sure
each stage of the process is personal and individual to each patient.

We are passionate about providing the highest quality dentures.
Using only premium qualitity materials, our dentures are stronger,
more natural looking and comfortable. Providing denture /
wearers the confidence to eat and most importantly, smile! \ 1

FOIRNME@IRIE

INFORMATION

"

[
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PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01
To request a free information booklet or a no obligation consultation with our feam

Poppy Fields

DENTURE CLINIC

ST BT TS E
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LEFT: The
Abbey Stadium

¢ in Redditch will
also host ses-
sions during the
nine weeks. s

RIGHT: Some of
the Bromsgrove
Couch to 5k
sessions will
take place on
the Ryland
Centre running
track. Picture by
Marcus Mingins
3625003MMR2

Improvements in the long run

NEW Couch to 5k courses have got under way
across Bromsgrove and Redditch.

The nine-week courses are designed for absolute
beginners and offer an easy way to get fitter and health-
ier for anyone, whether they have never run before or

want to get back into being more active.
Anyone that wants to ditch the couch
and start running are welcome at any ses-
sion, you don’t need to book, and sessions
are completely free.
This programme is for new runners
from the ages of 12 upwards, please note

' Having a change
round? Then give

NEWHME us aring before you fling
We collect re-usable good quality furniture to
either be given FREE to households who are in

need or to be sold at our showrooms at
1 Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR
01527 882410

www.newstarts.org.uk

{ X,

children will need to have a guardian run-
ning with them at all times.

The weekly sessions are led by Run
Leaders who hold official qualifications
from England Athletics and provide a
course which is fully endorsed by the
NHS. Participants are advised to attend
three sessions a week on whichever days
are ideal.

Bromsgrove
There will be sessions on Mondays at

6pm at The Ryland Centre Track, followed
by Wednesdays at 10am at Sanders Park

Bandstand and on Thursday at 9.30am at
Catshill Meadow.

Redditch

Sessions take place at 7.30pm on
Mondays and Wednesdays at The Abbey
Stadium track. There are also weekly ses-
sions at 9.30am on Fridays. Meet by the
play park.

Bromsgrove District Council’s Portfolio
Holder for Leisure, Coun Bernard
McEldowney, said: “Couch to 5k always
proves popular, and we are very hon-
oured to have been a part of so many of
our residents’ journeys towards leading a
healthier lifestyle.

“To be able to continue to host these
sessions for free is a major asset for the
people of our town.”

Redditch Borough Council’s Portfolio

Holder for Leisure and Recreation, Coun
Juliet Barker Smith, said: “It’s never too
late to have a go at something new and
I'm finding, especially in later life, keep-
ing fit and staying flexible is absolutely
essential.

“Giving residents across the borough
the opportunity to get active, pick up a
new hobby, and become part of a com-
munity is fantastic. We are continually
grateful to all the run leaders who vol-
unteer to facilitate these sessions which
consistently prove popular.”

Many graduates from local Couch to 5k
groups go on to join local running groups
including Parkrun.

Over the last few years, the councils
have helped to develop many Run Leaders
who are now part of the scheme.

Call the council’s Sports Development
team on 01527 881404 or email: sd@brom-
sroveandredditch.gov.uk for more.

DEAN SIMPSON

COUNTY TREE.SURGEONS

County Tree Surgeons have been
trusted tree surgeons in Redditch
and the surrounding area for over 15
years, specialising in tree reduction
and removal. A family run business
with values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

Tel 01527 404240
Mobile 07969 895316

wWww.countytreesurgeons.com

v Fencing

Your local, NPTC & Lantra Certified tree surgeon

v All aspects of tree work
undertaken

v Specialist in tree removal/
reductions

v Hedge maintenance
v/ Storm damage work
v Tree stump grinding service

v Conifer trees topped or felled
v Call out work
v Fast clean service

v, Free estimates

v/ Fully insured

v ‘All work carried out to BS3998
standard
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Golden girl Lauren
retires as ‘true icon’

BROMSGROVE'’S Lauren
Rowles, the most successful
Paralympic rower of all time,
has announced her retire-
ment from the sport.

The 27-year-old won three
Paralympic gold medals after tri-
umphing at Rio 2016, Tokyo 2020
and Paris 2024.

She is the only athlete in the
world to win three Paralympic gold
medals in rowing.

Unbeaten since 2019, Ms Rowles
is also a two-time World champion
and three-time European champi-

on.

She said: “After more than a dec-
ade representing Great Britain, it's
time for me to hang up my rowing
blades and move away from the

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

water. From my first strokes in a
boat, rowing has changed my life in
countless ways.

“It’s given me a decade of unfor-
gettable memories, lifelong friend-
ships, and the honour of wearing
the GB vest.

“Becoming the most successful
para rower in the sport’s history
was something I could never have
dreamed of when I first sat in a
boat.

“It’s a testament to the incredible
teammates, coaches, and support
staff who have been there through-
out all the highs and lows to make
the magic moments happen.

“While this chapter in my life
closes, my passion for the sport
and pride in what we've achieved
together will forever remain.

“I can’t wait to join you to cheer
on the next generation to come.”

Ms Rowles transitioned from ath-
letics to rowing in 2015 and went
on to enjoy unprecedented success
in the sport. Alongside her med-
als, she also set numerous world
records in the PR2 mixed double
sculls discipline.

Ms Rowles received an MBE in
2017 and an OBE in 2025 for serv-
ices to rowing.

Paralympic GB Rowing head
coach, Nicola Benavente, added:
“Lauren’s journey in the world of
Paralympic rowing has been noth-

ing short of extraordinary. Her ded-
ication, resilience and unparalleled
talent have set a new standard for
the sport. Her achievements include
numerous gold medals and record-
breaking performances, solidifying
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Lauren
Rowles (right)
and Gregg
Stevenson
(left) after
winning
gold at the
Paris 2024
Paralympic
Games.
Picture
courtesy of
Benedict
Tufnell/British
Rowing.

her legacy as a true icon. Lauren
has been an incredible ambassa-
dor for Paralympic sport, inspir-
ing countless individuals with her
unwavering spirit and commitment
to excellence.”

A young lad enjoys the inflatables
on the family fun day. Photo by
Platform Housing Group. s

Fairground rides and ice pops are family favourites

WESTLANDS in Droitwich was
awash with community spirit when
hundreds of residents joined the
estate’s family fun day.

The fun-filled day has been an
annual highlight for the estate for
more than a decade and is joint-
ly funded by Platform Housing
Group and Wychavon District
Council.

Organised by The Moving
Forward Project, families enjoyed
a sunny afternoon of free activi-
ties including face painting,

inflatables, fairground rides and
ice pops.

Families also had the chance
to meet with a wide range of
local organisations, including the
police, fire service and army, all
on hand to engage with the com-
munity. More than 440 people
attended.

Patrick Connelly, a communi-
ties officer at Wychavon District
Council, said: “It was a well-
organised event and we commend
our partners Moving Forward for

their relentless efforts to make
the fun day the success it is
every year. We would also like
to extend our thanks to Platform
for match funding the day with us
and the wider partners that had
stalls at the event.”

The Moving Forward Project
works closely with Platform
throughout the year, delivering
schemes such as weekly drop
in sessions, IT support and sea-
sonal events, with Halloween
and Christmas already in the

planning stages. Nikki Beeston,
Moving Forward’s project man-
ager, said: “We would like to
extend our thanks to all the
agencies who came along to sup-
port the event.

“It was wonderful to see so
many people engaging, taking
part and enjoying the activities.

“Events like this are such a
valuable way of bringing fami-
lies and the wider community
together, creating opportunities
for connection and support.”

THE

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL
WINTERFOLD

PREP « PRE-PREP +« NURSERY

S

4

Il s)

tion,
O arrange yoﬁ

WINTERFOLD WAY

nurturing curiosity and building confidence - naturally
01562 777234
admissions@winterfoldhouse.co.uk

www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

OPEN

Senior

October

FLAIR *°

S

BROMSGROVE
SCHOQE

MORNINGS

Preparatory
pupils aged 7 -
Saturday 20th

September

Pre-Preparatory

& Nursery
pupils aged 2 - 7

Saturday 27th

September
10.00am - 11.30am

13+ and Sixth Form
Saturday 11th

=y

13

DISCIPLINE °

ACADEMIC RIGOUR
Call 01527 579679 or email admissions@bromsgrove-school.co.uk

www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
720 pupils aged 2 - 13 @ 1060 pupils aged 13 - 18
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weeks. RIGHT: Volunteers travelled from afar afield as Melton Mowbray. s

It’s all looking good in the garden

L

Coun Joanna Kane, Mayor of Reddifch with local vol-
unteers and hospital staff at the official launch. s

-p“ [

MORE than 30 volunteers have given
two gardens at the Alexandra Hospital a
major transformation, creating a welcom-
ing space for patients, visitors and staff.

The gardens were officially opened
on August 30 by the Mayor of Redditch,
Coun Joanna Kane, along with hospi-
tal staff and the volunteers from the
Redditch 41 Club, which is part of the
Redditch Round Table family and led the
project.

Those involved turned an overgrown
courtyard near the Same Day Emergency
Care unit into a bright and accessible
garden with new seating, decorative fea-
tures, fresh gravel, bark and planting
as well as refurbishing the League of
Friends coffee shop garden.

‘What started as a plan to tidy up the
League of Friends coffee shop garden
quickly grew into a full-scale refurbish-
ment effort.

iy

LEFT: The mayor with hospital staff and volunteers from the Redditch 41 Club, the hospital friends group and other organisations. MIDDLE: The work took place over three

The League of Friends coordinated
the transformation with hospital staff
and supported volunteers throughout the
project, providing refreshments during
the gardens’ transformation.

The work was carried out over three
weeks and included support from local
businesses and volunteers from as far
away as Melton Mowbray.

The Redditch 41 Club designed and
installed the garden centrepieces and
fitted benches to make the space more
accessible.

Peter Dance, Chair of Redditch 41
Club, said: “T am incredibly proud of the
work the Redditch 41 Club has accom-
plished.

“It may have started as a small idea, but
the entire team came together to make it
a reality.

“I'm truly proud of this achievement.
The Redditch Round Table raises money

B ARA R
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for Redditch people and without their
help this wouldn’t have happened.

“The transformation was a genuine
community effort.

“The Redditch 41 Club would like
to extend a huge thank you to several
other Redditch organisations, including
Redditch Round Table, Ladies Circle,
Never mind, Tangent, Morris Mica,
Davis’s Aggregates, Dormer plant hire,
and Robinsons tree surgery for their con-
tributions.”

Coun Kane praised the 41 Club for its
dedication and generosity.

She said: “This new garden is a wonder-
ful example of community spirit.

“It will provide a much-needed green
space for reflection and relaxation at the
hospital.

“I want to thank the 41 Club for their
hard work and commitment to making
Redditch a better place.”

B wons

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886750

S.CO.UK

on s

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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Choir will be in tune
to mark anniversary

THE BEL Canto Singers,
a four-part harmony choir
from Redditch, will celebrate
its 35th anniversary with a
special concert at Routh Hall
in Brromsgrove School.

The group is marking its marvel-
lous milestone under the guidance
of a new musical director, Ollie
Neale, who is also the choir master
and organist at All Saints Church in
Bromsgrove.

The Bel Canto Singers are very
much enjoying working with him
and recently performed their
Summer Concert at St Nicholas’
Church in Alcester to a full con-
gregation, receiving excellent feed-
back.

The concert showcased a selec-
tion of pieces from Bel Canto’s var-
ied repertoire. Videos of the choir
performing the Summer Concert

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

are available on the Bel Canto
Facebook page and people can
hear all the pieces on the group’s
website.

The 35th anniversary concert,
an evening of celebratory music,
will again show the Bel Canto
Singers’ full range of musical genre
when it is performed at 7.30pm on
September 27.

The concert is free to attend -
people just need to book the free
places in advance so the group is
aware of the numbers attending
and so they can be entered into the
‘ticket number raffle’.

There will be other raffle tickets
available on the night where people
can have a chance to win one of the
group’s amazing hampers.

Tickets can be obtained from
any choir member, by contacting
Bel Canto via websitebelcantos-
ingers.org.uk or by calling 07985
238334.

Each year the choir nominates
a chosen charity to support which
it feels is very important and in
2024/25 it was Redditch Find Your
Voice, Parkinsons UK.

The organisation is an activity
group which helps Parkinsons suf-
ferers to improve their vocal skills
in a relaxed and friendly environ-
ment.

The choir was able to present the
charity with a cheque for £650.

This year, the Bel Canto Singers
will be supporting Where Next
which is a Redditch-based charity
providing work experience for peo-
ple with learning disabilities.

The singers said: “We have said
this many times, but it is worth

The Bel Canto Singers will perform their 35th anniversary concert on

September 27. s

repeating, that singing increases
our sense of wellbeing and The Bel
Canto Singers are guaranteed to
do that.

“We love to welcome new mem-
bers. Although an ability to read
music is helpful it is by no means
essential.”

Visit belcantosingers.org.uk for
more information on the Bel Canto
Singers, to listen to their reper-
toire, browse the gallery and to
find out times and prices of future
concerts.

People can also contact the choir
by calling 07985 238334.

Thrill-seekers urged to take

THE PRIMROSE Hospice is call-
ing on budding thrill-seekers or
those looking for a unique experi-
ence to take on a charity skydive
to support its work.

The charity has a close working
relationship with Skydive Tilstock
and can help support those want-
ing to take the leap get them-
selves organised.

For a §50 deposit and the

commitment to raise £350 for
Primrose Hospice, those interest-
ed can make the tandem skydive
jump.

Skydlve Tilstock is located at
Tilstock Airfield in Whitchurch in
Shropshire.

There are strict height, weight,
age and medical restrictions for
skydiving which participants must
check before booking at sky-

leap of faith in skydive hospice fundraiser

divetilstock.co.uk - the Skydive
Tilstock website. The maximum
weight is 15st fully clothed,
with further weight restrictions
depending on height.

Participants must sign a medical
declaration and may potentially
need sign-off from their doctor
before Jumpmg

The minimum age for parachut-
ing is 16. Anyone under 18 must

have the written consent of a parent
or guardian. There is no maximum
age for tandem skydiving. However,
anyone over 70 will require form
115b signed by a GP and need an
assessment carried out by the para-
chute chief instructor.

Due to weather conditions, sky-
dives are subject to last-minute
cancellations and delays when the
weather is not suitable or safe for

jumping. People may also have to
wait for most of the day if they
have an early check-in time, due
to weather conditions.

Email the Primrose Hospice
fundraising team at fundraising@
primrosehospice.org or call 01527
889796 for more. Alternatively,
go to primrosehospice.org/events/
parachute-for-primrose-2/ for fur-
ther details.

)
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ROWBERRYS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am- 4. 30pm

»\ The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

WicrelctoceXlliaz EucryBetore

Rowberry's top quahty
home-grown autumn/winter

bedding plants READY NOW'

Home grown Cyclamen available NOW

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk

Come and visit our
re-vamped farm shop,
deli and giftware!

More choices,

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003
Our Restaurant

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals, breakfasts,

new stock and
even more
sweet treats
and cakes to
choose from.

puddings, cakes and afternoon teas

Hot food is srved
8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

| €)Find us on Facebook
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Inspired by his much-loved dog
to take on a charity challenge

A MAN from Solihull is gear-
ing up for his next fundrais-
ing challenge, all in memory of
his beloved dog Alma and to
raise cash for Wythall Animal
Sanctuary.

Nigel Patterson, who lives in
Monkspath, is driving through
Europe alongside his friend John
Arthur in two old Peugeots.

‘When Alma died, Nigel went to
the sanctuary to donate her bedding
and food.

He got chatting to the staff and
asked how the sanctuary operated.
He said he was shocked to find out
it survived only on donations.

To channel his grief, he decided
to redo the fundraising challenge
he did for a children cancer ward in

Scan the QR code to donate to
Alma’s Trust.

Birmingham in 2010.

He said: “Our beloved dog Alma
was nearly two years old when we
rescued her and she had such a bad
start in life, but we had 13 fantastic
years together and she travelled all
over Europe with us.

“She filled three doggy passports

and they were just the happiest of
times.

“We loved her very much and
she us.”

Wythall Animal Sanctuary is a
non destruct Sanctuary and has
been helping rescue and rehabili-
tate animals since 1968.

It helps animals which need it most
by giving them a second chance at
a forever home or - where this is
not possible due to behavioural or
medical reasons - the Sanctuary
becomes their forever home.

Nigel is hoping to raise £5,000 so
the sanctuary can create a special-

Fundraiser Nigel Patterson
with Springfield Pet
Cremations Martin Thompson,
Lisa Taylor and Jacqui
Mircetic. Picture by Marcus
Mingins 3625004MMR

ised quiet area for the dogs which
are more sensitive and get easily
overwhelmed and stressed with the
comings and goings of daily life

Nigel added: “By creating these
quiet spaces we can give the sensi-
tive souls of the sanctuary a relaxing
haven for them to enjoy the peaceful
life they so deserve.

“We want to help so other animals
don’t have to suffer like she did, give
the residents tranquility and help to
find the rescue animals good and
loving homes.”

The Regency Hotel in Solihull has
donated £400 to get the fund started
and so far it sits at £1,650.

Nigel and John set off on September
10 and are driving through France,
Germany, Holland and Belgium in
the next two weeks.

At the end of the drive, Nigel,
alongside his wife, will be scattering
Alma’s ashes in a place special to
the family in Germany.

Nigel said: “There is no grief like
losing a pet. She was such a special
girl, and I am glad we can do this for
her and her memory can live on.”

Visit: justgiving.com/crowdfund-
ing/almas-trust to donate to Nigel's
page.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Irect

loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

<+ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on
facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

| 01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
QUALITY BRANDS FOR LESS
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Matthew
Hartland
becomes
the Royal
Orthopaedic
Hospital’s
new chief
executive. s

THE ROYAL Orthopaedic Hospital (ROH) NHS
Foundation Trust has appointed a new chief execu-
tive.

The trust confirmed its appointment of Matthew
Hartland following a competitive recruitment process. Mr
Hartland has been working with the Trust on secondment
and will formally take up the role in early October, subject
to standard pre-employment checks.

During his time with ROH, he has led the development
of a new trust strategy, supported leadership changes and
overseen improvements in performance and delivery of
targets.

Simon Page, chair of trustees at the hospital, praised
Hartland’s leadership and alignment with the Trust’s val-
ues. He added: “Matthew’s passion for patients, commit-
ment to our people, and strong ahgnment thh our values
have been evident from the very begi

Commenting on his appointment, Mr Hartla.nd said it
was a privilege to be appointed chief executive.

He added: “I am proud of what we have achieved
together so far, and I am excited to continue working
with colleagues, patients, partners, and our community
to build on this progress. Our focus will remain firmly
on delivering the very best care for patients, supporting
our exceptional staff, and strengthening the Trust for the
future.”
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New classes W111 help

cope with h

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

NEW CLASSES in lipreading
and managing hearing loss are
set to start at Redditch Library.

According to the RNID (Royal
National Institute for the Deaf),
one in three adults are affected
by hearing loss.

Many people with the con-
dition experience negative atti-
tudes, feelings of isolation and
frustration.

It can affect not only communi-
cation but also confidence, rela-
tionships, social and work life.

Emma Ford, who is launching
the classes which begin next
month, decided to start them
as there were no sessions like
them in the north Worcestershire
areea.

The classes will provide a
friendly and supportive space
to practise lipreading skills and
she will share tips and advice on
managmg hearing loss.

It will also be an opportunity
for people to connect with others
who understand.

She said lipreading classes
offered much more than just
learning to ‘read lips’.

They provide valuable tools to
navigate hearing loss, improve
day-to-day communication and
help users regain confidence.

earing loss

“There is currently a shortage of
lipreading teachers and classes in
the area — which is why I decided
to train as a qualified teacher
myself.

“After a sudden and severe drop
in my own hearing, I found lipread-
ing classes to be extremely useful
in rebuilding my confidence.

“Being in a group where eve-
ryone shared similar experiences
also helped me to feel under-
stood.

“The tips and advice I received
enabled me to be more assertive
and get better support.”

Emma is woprking with the
lipreading charity CELST,

The sessions start at Redditch
Library on October 7.

Booking is essential and, while
the classes are free, donations to
CELST are welcome to help sup-
port its vital work.

“Come along, learn new skills,
enjoy a cuppa, and meet others
who truly get it —because commu-
nication matters and so do you.”

Email Emma at: lipreadingem-
ma@gmail.com or call CELST
(Central England Lipreading
Support Trust) on 07799 224361
for more information.

Emma Ford is launch-

ing lipreading classes at

v Redditch Library next month.
s

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
> GABLE RECYGLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

> 01789 721288

david@imritd.co.uk
. Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm

““pound for f the
are the best’
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Diab ~ Fab ALY
create your own kitchen [l
miracle with Joe’s Doors N |

We believe in miracles — and so will you!

At Joe's Doors, we give your kitchen a brand new
look — without the mess, stress or massive price tag.

With no ripping out or emptying of cupboards, we
replace your existing doors, panels and trims to
completely transform your kitchen — often in just
two days*.

Choose from a huge range of stylish designs and enjoy a stunning
new space that feels like a miracle — because it kind of is.

® Transform today, pay later — up to 7 years interest-free credit**
® Free design, free quote, free survey

® And absolutely no pressure — just Joe's honest advice

Ready for your miracle kitchen transformation?
Book your free visit today with Joe’s Doors — and fall in love with your kitchen all over again.

Complete the look with a natural
stone overlay from Quartzize

Why replace your worktops when this unique quartz
overlay simply fits over your existing surface.

Here are some of the amazing benefits:

» Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
 Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

» Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.”

3 easy steps to transform your kitchen: v NO NEED TO
EMPTY CUPBOARDS
We'll pop 9 Choose from e Our fitters will v NO MESS, NO FUSS (@) I (@) [ cHoiceor

along and our range of come back and v MADE TO MEASURE : Acvall?fglss

take some doors and transform your v FITTED IN A DAY
measurments... worktops... kitchen ORTWO*

[EIf5d[E] To find out how we can help you: OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE FBEE SI“K
call 01527 962146

visit joesdoors.co.uk JOE’S DOORS WORTH £229™"

Lines Open Mon-Fri: 8.30am-8.00pm Present this voucher to

Sat: 8.30am-6.00pm_ Sun: 9.00aM-5.00pm. A N D Ov E R L AY S our Home Consultant on
*Based on a straightforward fitting. **Subject to status, terms and conditions apply.

the day of your survey.
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‘Two councils
better than one’
says Bromsgrove

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

COUNCILLORS in
Bromsgrove believe
the best future for
local Government
reorganisation across
‘Worcestershire would
be to split the county
into two authorities -
one for the north and
another for the south.

Atameetingon Wednesday
there was a majority vote by
Bromsgrove District Council
members to support the
option of two unitary coun-
cils as part of Government
instructed plans to trans-
form politics at a local
level.

Under Government plans,
Worcestershire County
Council and the six district,
borough, and city councils
will be abolished on April
1, 2028.

They will be replaced by
either one single council
for Worcestershire running
all services, or two coun-

cils — one for the north of
the county and one for the
south — with each authority
responsible for all services
for its part of the county.

After considering the
positives and negatives of
each, a north and south
split will now be explored
further by Bromsgrove
District Council officers and
brought back before mem-
bers in November. A final
proposal will then be sub-
mitted to Government later
that month.

Once the Government
has approved the model
for reorganising councils in
‘Worcestershire, elections
will be held in May 2027
for a ‘shadow’ authority or
authorities, which will guide
the setting up of the new
council structure.

The new unitary authority
or authorities will then take
over local services in April
2028.

A majority of Bromsgrove
residents preferred a split
county as part of the coun-
ty’s engagement exercise on
the proposals.

Bromsgrove District

Council leader, Coun Karen
May, said: “First of all I want
to thank our residents, who
took the time to take part.

“I am delighted to report
this council collectively lis-
tened to our residents and
decided we needed to take
this opportunity to shake
things up and make a differ-
ence to our residents on the
ground.

“While the appraisal
report showed there could
be bigger savings with a one
authority approach we felt
a smaller authority would
have greater success in
terms of outcomes.

“I am confident we have a
firm foundation from which
to develop our final pro-
posal.

“I want to further reassure
residents we will ensure they
continue to receive excellent
everyday services as Local
Government Reorganisation
continues and beyond.”

Councils across the dis-
trict have also cast their
vote this week.

Visit: shapeworcester-
shire.org/ for more informa-
tion.

THE VASAANTI restaurant in Droitwich has been
named ‘Restaurant of the Year in Worcestershire’
in the Master Chef Promotions Business Hospitality
and Excellent Award.

Representatives from the Indian eatery attended
the prestigious awards ceremony last Wednesday.

The Vasaanti, run by owner Akbar Miah, known
as Aki, manager Alamin Miah and their team, has
become very popular - not just across Bromsgrove,
Droitwich and the rest of Worcestershire but also
further afield.

The restaurant prides itself on the experienced
staff providing honest good quality cuisine with
traditional flavours while waiter Baz looks after the
customers.

d, Friday

5, 2025

Awards ceremony sees The Vasaanti
team enjoy sweet taste of success

Aki has serving up curries in Worcestershire for
the last 20 years and formerly ran a restaurant in
Bromsgrove before moving to Droitwich.

The team at the family-run restaurant wants to
thank friends, family and customers for their votes.

The Master Chef Promotions Awards recognise
excellence in hospitality businesses, enabling them
to showcase their talent and dedication to the
industry.

The team at the Vasaanti in Droitwich
celebrated being named ‘Restaurant of
the Year in Worcestershire’ at the Master
Chef Promotions Business Hospitality
and Excellent Awards ceremony. s

'

HAVE A 10 YEAR

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and lifle overheads

INSURANCE
BACKED
WARRANTY

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full fited

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

017894 5171 07729 689239 www.billmooreswindowsantddoors.co.uk
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For quick delivery

Three seat sofa for the
price of a two seat sofa

*Contact us for full terms and conditions. Far East models only.
©Offer valid from 22nd August to 21st September 2025.

Carpets

more than

et | X5 CARPETWISE

available

CURTAINWISE - FURNITUREWISE

ORDER NOW o+ 41k == SNSRI | - 2-4 Wharf Road
for pre Christmas £ Ko Stratford upon Avon

installation b - ~ .08 CV37 0AD

FANTASTIC
SAVINGS AVING FREE Parking right outside

Ask about our Sy Pt
4 KING for fh% *For Extra Discount Terms & Conditions, please visit:
d price of a DOUBLE www.carpetwise.net/extra-discount-september-2025
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Four new jobs
created for new
Bensons store

A BED AND mattress
retailer is opening a new
store in Redditch today
(Friday, September 5),
bringing four new jobs.

Bensons for Beds will
launch at Washford Trade
Park and local people have
been recruited for the new
roles at the outlet.

The branch has been

designed to  showcase
Bensons’ extensive product
range, with space dedicated
to well-known brands and
facilities for customers to
test beds and mattresses in-
store.

The opening marks part of
the retailer’s ongoing growth
strategy, as it continues to
increase market share across
its core bedroom categories.

Over the past two years,
Bensons has invested in in-
store sleep advisor training,
expanded its product range,
and enhanced its digital
capabilities.

Store  manager Julia
Spencer said: “We are really
excited about opening our
store in Redditch and expand-
ing the Bensons brand fur-
ther in Worcestershire.

The S
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|
4 bensons

1 for beds

The new Bensons store will officially open today at Washford Trade Park.

“We’re obsessed with sleep,
always wanting to offer our
customers the very latest and
best in sleep tech and we
have a fantastic range on dis-
play in the new store.

“Whether you’re a hot
sleeper, a side sleeper, or
a curled-up-like-a-kitten
sleeper, we have a wide
selection of beds and mat-
tresses to suit everyone’s

individual sleep needs and
our team will be dedicat-
ed to giving our custom-
ers everything they need to
wake up on the right side of
the bed.”

Lovely summer has left a massive impact on our natural world

SAT IN Sanders Park listening to
the brass band playing, | pon-
dered over Bromsgrove Climate
Action’s (BCA) message to read-
ers this month.

Over the past weeks we have
seen it exceptionally dry and we
have enjoyed a lovely summer
with clear blue skies and sun-
shine.

The downside to this has
been the lack of rainfall, with
trees suffering from the very dry
conditions and trees planted in
the park have needed watering.
Thank you to BCA volunteers
who did this.

Mature trees are losing leaves,

Eco Action

Column written by
Bromsgrove Climate Action

and branches are becoming frag-
ile through lack of water.

It has also caused problems
for farmers, not only for their
livestock but the crops they have
planted and expect to harvest.

Pea crops have seen a drastic
reduction to their yield. That’s
just one example as root crops

such as potato, swedes, carrots
and turnips will also have been
affected by the dry weather but
are not harvested for quite a few
weeks yet.

This will mostly likely mean
an increase in price to the con-
sumer.

In the last few months we have
also seen the proposed number
of homes that the council plans
to build over the next 15 or so
years.

The habitats of our native
animals — badgers, roe deer,
foxes and hedges — are being
destroyed in this house-building
process, together with the

hedgerows and trees which are
the habitats of birds, mammals
and numerous insects.

Developers need to be planting
new trees across estates to miti-
gate some of the loss.

On a brighter note, BCA have
had a busy few weeks with a
stall in the High Street last month
and stalls at BDHT Fun Days in
Catshill and Charford.

Edwina, from our group, said
it was lovely to talk to lots of
new people and also to engage
with the children who were in the
most part quite knowledgeable
about climate change and the
things they could do to help.

The brook in Sanders Park is
really clear and free of litter — this
wasn’t our doing.

Our next monthly meeting is
at 6.15pm on September 11 at
Millfields Social Club and we
would love more people to get
involved then.

We also welcome feedback on
what we are doing and want to
know if people want another big
public meeting like the one which
launched our group six years
ago.

Feel free to contact us via
email at bromsgroveclimate
action@gmail.com or through
our Facebook page.

- Lunchtime Specials and

"+ Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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England legend drops
in to praise volunteers

SPORTING Club Inkberrow welcomed
England football legend Stuart Pearce to
its Sands Road ground to celebrate the
club’s volunteers.

Pearce visited the club for a game against
Bishops Cleeve last month as Inkberrow lost
2-0 in the Southern League Division One
South clash.

The 63-year-old tried out a variety of dif-
ferent voluntary roles throughout the day
from serving burgers to pulling pints, and
collecting ticket money to announcing the
team prior to kick-off.

Stuart said: “You’ve only got to go to any
non-league club in the country and straighta-
way, they’ll tell you the importance of vol-
unteers.

“These clubs don’t function without vol-
unteers.

“I'm rolling the clock back to when I was
a 16-year-old and I walked into my local

club, Wealdstone, who were in the Southern
League, it was exactly the same then and it’s
not changed at all.

“The more people we can get volunteering,
it gets people building a community spirit
as well.

“We hear stories about pubs shutting down
and that type of thing, but people can come
down here, have an active lifestyle, take part
in teams or help out, and really be part of
something.

“All these people volunteering [at
Inkberrow], you can sense the feelgood-
factor, and the community feel, that’s some-
thing you don’t really get in the pro game.

“It’s about making people feel involved.

“Volunteers are the people who put the
games on, and we should be grateful to them
for what they do.”

Visit: pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk for more
on volunteering opportunities in the local
area.

You'll be spoilt for choice

7189 Watwitk Rosd (Oxford Rd Gozaer)
Acocks Green, Birmingham, B27 6BT

DENNETTS

OF ACOCKS GREEN

discover the difference

Unit 4, Brockhill Wor

windsor
CARPETS

1985 - 2025

Qﬂ’séﬂ’s’

F/9 & 84 Sy

ks, Windsor Road, Redditch, B97 6DJ

Tel: 01527 61906 Email: info@windsorcarpets.com

Web: www.windsorcarpets.com
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VLU summer Reading Challenge

Delivered in partnership with ibraries

v Story
‘Garden

David and Hannah from Worcestershire Libraries have been
among those promoting the Summer Reading Challenge. s

Last chapter for scheme
as deadline approaches

THE Summer Reading Challenge
ends next week and the coun-
cil is reminding children across
Worcestershire to have one final
push at getting it completed.

Finishers will be celebrated at
Worcestershire’s libraries with an
awards ceremony, where they will
proudly take home a shiny medal
and certificate.

The scheme challenged children
to read six books over the school

summer holidays by signing up at
their local libraries.

Participants then share which
books they have read and join
Worcestershire’s amazing group
of finishers.

The deadline for complet-
ed schemes is next Saturday,
September 13.

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.
uk/summerreadingchallenge for
more information.
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County set for £2.5m
transport injection

WORCESTERSHIRE is to get
§2.461million over the next three
years to help deliver faster, more
reliable travel for residents living
in the county.

It will receive £506,000 from 2026
to 2027, £978,000 in 2027 to 2028
and £977,000 in 2028 to 2029 -
part of §2.4billion investment by the
Government.

The cash will support local trans-
port connections, drive growth and
provide access to opportunity as
part of the Government’s Plan for
Change.

Investment is aimed at making jour-
neys smoother and more reliable for
people using public services, going
to work, the shops, and seeing family
and friends.

The funding boost is specifically
for communities outside England’s
major cities.

Thanks to the additional resource
funding, local authorities will be able
to decide how to improve public
transport and drive forward schemes
that boost growth and matter most to
their communities.

This could include new zero emis-
sion buses, improving accessibil-
ity, reducing congestion, and making
streets safer with improved lighting
and crossings for pedestrians and
cyclists.

Transport Secretary Heidi Alexander
said: “Good transport connections are
the foundation of thriving communi-
ties, which is why we’re backing local
authorities to transform journeys for

millions of people across England.

“This investment will help coun-
cils to improve transport for local
people - from cleaner buses to safer
cycling routes - connecting communi-
ties with jobs, education and essential
services.

“By putting resources directly into
the hands of local leaders, we're
ensuring every part of the country
benefits from better transport links
that support economic growth and
provide opportunity - all part of our
Plan for Change.”

Jane Gratton, Deputy Director of
Public Policy, British Chambers of
Commerce welcomed the news, call-
ing it ‘much-needed funding’.

“High-quality reliable transport
options, which reduce congestion,
are key to boosting local economic
growth.”

Ben Plowden, Chief Executive,

——

Worcestershire
County Council
has stressed
the importance
of reliable,
sustainable
and accessi-
ble transport,
such as the On
Demand bus
service which
was launched
in 2021 and
has since been
expanded. s

Campaign for Better Transport, said:
“With 70 per cent of trips under
five miles, properly resourced local
authorities are central to the task of
improving sustainable travel choices.

“Better transport makes a huge dif-
ference to people’s lives, unlocking
opportunities and revitalising com-
munities.”

The move was welcomed by
Worcestershire County Council’s
Coun Karl Perks, the authority’s cabi-
net member for highways and trans-
port.

He said: “Reliable, sustainable,
and accessible transport is vital for
Worcestershire’s communities, and
this revenue support will help us
develop and deliver schemes that
build on our existing plans.

“This funding is in addition to the
Local Transport Grant capital alloca-
tions.”

REDDISTORES

safe | secure | selfstorage

Reddistores Self Storage
Redditch

We have a wide range of units in our heated facility ranging
from 25sq ft -380sq ft, with the majority on the ground

floor.

The facility is accessed via key code entry with 24 hour CCTY, plus all
indoor units have their own alarm linked to ADT. The facility and
grounds are well maintained and lit, and offer a safe environment for
customers 7 days a week.

We also offer a man and van service free of charge for two hours, to
help bring your items into storage. Our prices are competitive but we
will price match any other facility quote within 5 miles should you find
it cheaper, plus we offer discounts for long term customers.

SELF STORAGE SOLUTIONS
FOR HOME & BUSINESS

For further Information Call

01527 62308

Weights Farm Business Pa
Weights Lane, Redditch B97 6RG

www.reddistores.co.uk
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Postal concerns
on the agenda

DISCUSSIONS have been held about

ongoing postal service issues affect- |

ing Redditch residents, including
delayed mail deliveries.

The meeting - between Royal Mail
regional operations director Kate Seals
and Redditch MP Chris Bloore - followed
a period of serious service disruptions
which delayed critical correspondences.

Among them were hospital appoint-
ments and urgent documents which led
to many complaints from Mr Bloore’s
constituents.

During the discussion at the local deliv-
ery office, Mr Bloore was briefed on
recent improvements to service reliabil-
ity, which Royal Mail attributed to the
hard work and dedication of local postal
staff.

They are working hard to restore
high standards amidst broader national
reforms.

These improvements come as Royal Mail
implements significant changes to its service
model, including the introduction of a five-
day delivery schedule for second class letters
- these will run from Monday to Friday while
a six-day first class mail service will be main-
tained.

Royal Mail is now required to deliver 90 per
cent of first class letters within one working
day and 95 per cent of second class mail within
three days by 2026.

Mr Bloore said: “Royal Mail services are
essential for our communities - from vital
healthcare appointments to family correspond-
ence.

“I'm pleased to hear about the progress
being made in recent weeks, thanks to the hard
work and dedication of local Royal Mail staff.

“However, residents across our constituency
rightly expect reliable daily postal deliveries as
a basic service and I made that point very clear
during our meeting.”

The MP acknowledged the efforts of local
Royal Mail employees but emphasised consist-
ent, dependable postal services were essential
for the community.

Mr Bloore added: “When people are waiting
for hospital appointment letters or other urgent
correspondence, delays aren’t just inconven-
ient - they can have serious consequences for
people’s health and wellbeing,”

The MP plans to engage closely with Royal
Mail to ensure services continue moving in the
right direction.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore with delivery
manager Ryan Orton during the visit to
the local delivery office. s
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SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

<
E

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding

Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing

Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

BROMS!

We Buy
e Medals

e Coins

*Jewellery
e Gold and Silver

Dy,

ARMED FORCES
COVENANT

Experts available Monday to Friday.
Saturday drop off service until 12.00pm.

Home visits available on request.

01527 835375
07889757199

collectors@worcmedals.com
124 High Street, Bromsgrove, B61 8H]J

o]l f




PAGE 20 The Standard, Friday September 5, 2025

Follow us @bydstourbridge to
stay up to date

» &0 f

T (

" OPEN NOW

Your Local BYD Retailer

BYD Stourbridge
95 Enville Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1XW
013844 38022

We’ re proud to announce the grand
opening of BYD Stourbridge. From award- = ,
winning design to next—gen technology, ‘ | e
BYD is redefining what it means to drive " SCAN ME

electric, and our expert team is here to help. E E

Exclusive offers. Test drives.
Refreshments. And a glimpse into the

future of driving. E

Explore the full range of BYD Models at
BYD Stourbridge.

www.bydstourbridge.co.uk
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Incidents underline need for a
month-long focus on safe driving

WEST Mercia Police reinforced
the importance of safe driving as
part of the National Road Victim
Awareness Month throughout
the whole of August.

The force’s Roads Policing Officers
enforce across Herefordshire,
Worcestershire and Shropshire
24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week.

Motorists have a big part to play
in keeping everyone safe.

During the past week, officers
from West Mercia have detected a
number of offences, including drink-
driving, drug-driving, using a hand-
held mobile phone at the wheel,
child seat and seatbelt offences and
speeding.

Others have led to drivers being
pulled up for having no MoT, no
insurance, illegal registration plates
and stolen fuel.

One car caught the attention of
one of the force’s officers who was
concerned about the standard of
their driving. The driver turned out
to be 15 and the dad thought it was
a good idea to take his son out for
a practice session. Both were dealt
with and the vehicle seized.

Last year 57 people lost their lives
and 516 seriously injured in road
crashes across the three counties.

During National Road Victim
Awareness Month, West Mercia
Police and Crime Commissioner
John Campion spent time with the
specialist roads policing team in
‘Worcestershire to see the work they

are doing to keep everyone safe
by responding to the theft of farm
equipment, attending collisions,
and enforcing the law against driv-
ers using mobile phones, as well as
being on hand following a vehicle
fire on the motorway.

A West Mercia Police spokesper-
son said: “That’s real lives we are
talking about, families that are left
absolutely devastated.

“Our officers work tirelessly 24/7
to ensure our roads are safe for all
that use them and to deal with those

road users that refuse to follow the
law.

“You only have to see some of the
videos we have been posting this
month as part of National Roads
Victim Month to see why this work
matters.”

West Mercia Police has been
reiterating the safety message
during National Road Victim
Awareness Month during
August. s

Highlighting the dangers

‘West Mercia Police has also put
together a video which featured Det
Sgt Rose Hughes from the force’s
Serious Collision Investigation Unit.

She speaks about the role of
Family Liaison Officers who are
specially trained to support loved
ones after an unimaginable loss.

And Mr Campion reflects on the
importance of raising awareness and
the ongoing work being undertaken
to reduce harm on the roads.

The video, like all those shared
throughout August, was created in
partnership with RoadPeace.

West Mercia Police wants to thank
Ange, Diana, Leanne, Louise, Abbie
and Lucy for their courage in shar-
ing deeply personal stories.

Their stories all carry a power-
ful message, and that is that one
moment of recklessness can shatter
lives forever.

Anyone affected by a road colli-
sion can get help from RoadPeace
by visiting: orlo.uk/RaBrj or by call-
ing the RoadPeace helpline on 0800
160 1069.

It is funded by the West Mercia
PCC to support victims across the
‘West Mercia Police area.

THE

JOFHNSONS

BROCHURE

01564
510 307

@ Great value short breaks departing soon
@ Limited availability

@ |deal for last-minute plans

@ Comfortable coach travel
® Quality accommodation
@ Easy booking by phone or online

Request your copy today or view it online at: www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk orscan the QR code.

As we always like to say... Travel with Johnsons - Travel with Friends!
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Caring People, Caring Places:
The heartbeat of our communit

In every corner of our towns and dignity.

villages, there’s a quiet network of Take, f()f mstan.ce, the loc'al so'h.mtor who 'offers
free advice sessions on will writing, ensuring

people and p]aces who make care peace of mind for families at any stage of life.

their calling. It’s not just about legalese and paperwork — it’s
From the vet who checks on your family dog about offering reassurance, answering difficult
like it’s their own, to the funeral director questions, and helping people plan with clarity
who offers gentle guidance during life’s most and care.

difficult goodbyes, these unsung heroes are Veterinary clinics also tell a powerful story of
woven into the very fabric of our daily lives. compassion. Ask any pet owner and they’ll say
This isn’t just about care for the elderly — the vet is a lifeline during tough times — when
though they are, of course, a cherished part the dog has eaten something it shouldn’t,

of this picture — but about the many ways when the cat needs emergency surgery, or
compassion shapes our communities, across all ~ simply when a furry friend is nearing the end
ages and walks of life. of their life. These clinics often extend their

At its heart, Caring People, Caring Placesisa  care beyond animals, understanding how
celebration of humanity. It’s about those who  closely our emotional health is tied to our pets.
dedicate themselves to the wellbeing of others ~ Many offer grief support and work closely with
— people who don’t just do a job, but perform rehoming charities to give abandoned animals
a service rooted in empathy, patience, and a second chance at love.

Droitwich Mews

CARE HOME

Vows Gegrringy front

Move in today with reduced fees, from £1250 per week.
Plus enjoy 4 weeks for the price of just 3*
to experience tailored care.
To find out more about our exclusive offers speak to us today!

®01905 934182 averyhealthcare.co.uk

*T&Cs apply. Please visit averyhealthcare.co.uk/ouroffers
for more details
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Speaking of second chances, fostering and
adoption services are a profound example of
care in action. Across our region, there are
families opening their doors — and their hearts
— to children who need stability, support, and
love. Social workers, carers, and support staff

A

»

dedicate their careers to making sure that
vulnerable young people find not just shelter,
but a sense of belonging.

And while we’re on the subject of homes,

care homes and supported living facilities
continue to provide more than just a roof

and regular meals. Many of these places are
hubs of life and activity, staffed by people
who understand that dignity, independence,
and companionship are vital at any age.
Increasingly, intergenerational projects and
pet therapy schemes are breathing new life
into care spaces, offering residents laughter,
stimulation, and purpose.

But care doesn’t stop at the front door.
Funeral directors — some of the most

quietly compassionate professionals in our
communities — play a deeply important role in
helping families navigate loss with grace and
respect. Alongside them, stonemasons craft
lasting tributes that honour lives lived, with
each inscription carved in memory and love.
These trades might not often make headlines,
but their impact is profound and lasting.

And let’s not forget the smaller, sometimes
overlooked services that make a world of
difference. The kennels and catteries that
provide safe havens for pets when families are
away; the hearing aid specialists who reconnect
people to the sounds — and conversations

— they’ve been missing; or the volunteers

who give their time to animal shelters and
community centres, ensuring no one is
forgotten.

These people and places aren’t glamorous, and
they rarely seek the spotlight. Yet they form a
backbone of care and community that deserves

recognition. Their work is local, personal, and
essential. They remind us that “care” isn’t a
service — it’s a value. One that’s practiced every
day in countless acts of kindness, patience, and
professionalism.

It might be easy to picture care as something
reserved for our oldest citizens — and yes, their
needs are crucial — but Caring People, Caring
Places shines a light on the broader picture.
From children finding safe new homes, to pets
being lovingly rehomed, to families finding
comfort and support through life’s major
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transitions, this is a celebration of care in all
its forms.

So next time you pass the hearing clinic, walk
past the vet’s office, or drive by the local foster
services banner, pause for a moment. Think of
the people inside — doing quiet, tireless work
to make someone else’s life a little easier,

a little warmer, a little more human. Let’s
support these people, these businesses and
these organisations.

Because caring isn’t just something we do. It’s
who we are.

nght
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Quallty Care in Your Home

Trusted care and
support at home

Providing high quality, personalised care,
so you can continue living independently

in your own home.
e Companionship

® Meal preparation
* Personal care

e End of life care

* Respite cover

* Transportation

® Medication reminders

* Specialist dementia care

Call our friendly team

today for more information

Regulated by

CareQuality
Commission

01527 216 070

ADVERTISEMENT

Right at Home

We stand by our ethos, that our clients
receive their care the way they want it.
They are involved in all decision-
making, including agreement of their
personal care plan.

We know that emotional and moral
support for our clients and their families
can be just as important as our
specialist care knowledge, and day-to-
day communications are vital for peace
of mind.

Our caregivers are at the very heart of
our business, they passionately want to
make a difference to their client’s lives
and whether that's a little help around

the house, Dementia care or
companionship, our caregivers are
carefully selected and continuously
trained to ensure they deliver the very
best support to your loved one.

We are forever grateful to the families
that have chosen us to care for their
precious relatives in their homes. If your
family member requires additional care,
please contact us to discuss options.
Unit 4 West Court, Saxon

Business Park, B60 4AD

01527 916070

rightathome.co.uk
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y engaging with those around us and working together with local
organisations, we can create an inclusive environment where everyone feels

valued and supported.

Ultimately, the strength of a community lies in its ability to care for one another; thus,
fostering a spirit of compassion and social responsibility should remain at the forefront

of our collective efforts.
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Here's what we can do to help:

Volunteering: Dedicate some

time to local charities, food banks,
or community centres to lend a hand
where needed.

Checking In: Regularly reach

out to neighbours, especially the
elderly or those living alone, to see
how they are doing and offer support.

Creating Support Networks:

Establish friendships among
neighbours to create a reliable
support system, where everyone feels
comfortable asking for help.

Organising Community

Events: Arrange social
gatherings, such as street parties
or community clean-ups, to foster
connections and unity among
residents.

Sharing Skills: Offer to teach

a skill or hobby to others in the
community, promoting personal
development and creating bonds
among participants.

Advocating for Local Needs:

Be an active voice for your
community by attending local
council meetings and advocating for
resources or services that enhance
wellbeing.

Promoting Mental Health
Awareness: Share information
and resources about mental
health support, encouraging open
conversations within the community.

Supporting Local Businesses:

Prioritise shopping at local stores
and markets to help sustain the
community’s economy and create job
opportunities.

Creating Food Shares: Set up a

community food-sharing initiative
where surplus food can be donated
and shared among those in need.

1 Becoming a Mentor: Offer
guidance and support to
younger members of the community,
helping them navigate challenges and
build confidence in their abilities.

A=Rjvercroft

& MOBILITY ENGINEERING SOLUTIONS

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN
BUSINESS.
COME SEE US AT
WWW.RIVERCROFTMOBILITY.CO.UK

STAIRLIFT SERVICING
Plus

L]

Parts
0330 0163533

07756 475430 —

e @ T DY

CV

ENJOY £0 JOINING FEE

AVA
@
L

S0 (O

LIFESTYLE SUPPORT

Get Al

BLE FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

‘W

IVE this AUTUMN and Back tc

Enjoy getting fit this Autumn in a

great facilities incl
spa for an invigorat

bromsgrove @youfitclubs.co.uk

Holiday Inn Bromsgrove

Kidderminster Rd, B619a8  youfitclubs.co.uk
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Postage bills may

prove popular...

THE NATION’S ducks are being celebrated in the lat-
est special collection of Royal Mail stamps.

The company has announced the selection which
depicts a range of wild and domestic ducks, ready for
collectors to snap up.

Ducks are a familiar species worldwide and are
much-loved by people in the UK with 22 symbolic spe-
cies still living in the country today.

The featured ten duck breeds on the stamps can be
found throughout UK’s natural environment, from riv-
ers and wetlands to coastal estuaries.

Species include diving, dabbling and perching ducks
which are closely associated with a range of aquatic
habitats.

Some species are resident year-round, while oth-
ers migrate to and from northern breeding grounds,
making the UK an important wintering site for several
internationally significant populations.

Male ducks are typically more colourful and pat-
terned than females, whose more muted plumage helps
them stay hidden while nesting.

The mallard, the world’s most common duck, is
widespread across the UK and is the ancestor of most
domesticated duck breeds.

Over time, ducks have been bred for a variety of
purposes - from food production to pest control and
ornamental display.

For these new additions on the exciting stamp
issue, Royal Mail has been working closely with Steve
Ormerod, Professor of Ecology and Water Research at
Cardiff School of Bio-sciences and water fowl author,
Dr Chris Ashton.

Prof Ormerod said: “The UK’s wild ducks are among
most elegant of all our birds. Their diversity of life
histories, behaviours and calls evokes the character of
habitats ranging from local ponds, lochans and lakes
to rivers, wetlands and coasts.

“Ducks have also played a central role in the human
history of animal domestication - for example for food,
pest control or as protected ‘rare breeds’.

“This spectrum from cultural connection to wildner-
ness is celebrated in this beautiful collection of Royal
Mail stamps.”

David Gold, Director of External Affairs and Policy,
Royal Mail, said: “We are pleased to showcase the
beauty and variety of wild and domesticated duck spe-
cies found across the UK, celebrating our rich wetland
wildlife.

“Most of us will recognise some of the ducks on
these stamps but we hope that the set will help to raise
awareness of the less well-known species.”

The stamps, and a range of collectible products, are
available at: royalmail.com/ducks or by calling 03457
641 641.
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Open Evening

Monday 22nd September 2025 6:30pm-9:00pm

HENLEY-IN-ARDEN Headteacher’'s Address: 7.00pm and 8.00pm

SCHOOL

Achieving Excellence Together

Open Mornings: 9:00am — 10:00am
Monday 29t September and Tuesday 30t September 2025

Come and experience the life-changing educational
experience that Henley-in-Arden School can offer.

To book a place on one of the Open Mornings
Call: 01564 792364 or email: ssmith@henleyschool.com

SR www.henl hool.com
OFS enleyschool.co

Good @HenleySchool

Provider
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Morrls dancers were performing in a North West Clog around the
town for the festival. Pictures by Richard Morris. s

UK Government

Emergency
Alerts

We are testing
Emergency Alerts on
mobile phones and tablets
across the UK on

Sunday 7 September at 3pm

Find out more at gov.uk/aler

The Stand

d, Friday 5, 2025

Plenty for everyone at festival which
celebrates Spa’s salt-making heritage

by Sonny Rackham
sonny.rackham@bullivantmedia.com

THOUSANDS  flocked to
Droitwich’s Vines Park last week
for the town’s SaltFest which
ran from Tuesday to Sunday
(August 23 to 31).

The event featured live music,
comedy, street food, plenty of
children’s entertainment, arts
and crafts stalls and much
more.

In keeping with Droitwich’s
historic roots there was an open-
ing ceremony from town crier,
Edgar Harwood, and plenty of
nods to the Spa’s past.

The town’s history and
archaeology society offered
unique insights with talks and
demonstrations and there was
even salt making workshops.

Visitors walked around rub-
bing shoulders with Viking re-

enactors who showcased the
music, weapons, dress, stories
and crafts from the era.

Children enjoyed a fireworks
display, the famous SaltFest
duck race, ice cream, inflata-
bles, canal trips on the historic
Pamela May 2 narrow boat,
attractions and rides, a magic
show, face painting, an outdoor
cinema and lots more.

Plenty of tipples were enjoyed
at the real ale and cider festival
bar with local wine, beer and
spirit producers welcomed to
showcase their home-grown,
distilled, brewed or fermented
offerings.

Local artists displayed and
sold their paintings and creative
delights with the craft fayre wel-
coming 100 stalls. Street food
vendors brought international
cuisines with culinary offer-
ings from India, Italy, America,
Korea, Thailand, Mexico and

Greece all on display.

There was live music, includ-
ing ska, folk, reggae, country
and Western, barn dance tunes
and more. An open-mic night
offered the chance for budding
artists to show off their talent
while a comedy night brought
the laughter.

There was even a dog show,
aerial acrobatics and Morris
dancers to keep visitors enter-
tained.

Organiser Simon  Berry
told the Standard the festival
enjoyed a ‘good turnout’ with
some 17,000 visitors.

He added this year’s event
was ‘very successful’ and spoke
of his excitement for next year
which will welcome in a new
theme.

SaltFest 2026 will focus on
historical figure John Corbett
and the town’s salt production
history.

Are you prepared
for government’s
emergency alert?

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A UK-WIDE emergency
alert test will take place
this Sunday, September 7,
to ensure the Government’s
system is working correct-

It comes after the first national
test which was undertaken in
April 2023.

Since then, five real alerts have
been sent out - all during major
storms when lives were genuinely
at risk.

The Emergency Alerts system
serves a crucial purpose to keep
the public safe and will only be
used when there is a danger to
life nearby.

Among the reasons for sounding
the alarm include severe weather
events, such as wildfires, extreme

storms or flooding.

Regular testing ensures the sys-
tem continues to work correctly
and reaches as many people as
possible when it is needed most.

The government has likened
the run through to testing smoke
alarms or practising fire drills
- it needs to know that it will
work effectively during a real life-
threatening emergency.

So what will happen?

Compatible smartphones and
tablets will display the alert
message on screen and make
the distinctive siren sound and
vibrate.

The sound is designed to be
attention-grabbing and will over-
ride normal volume settings.

This ensures alerts can reach
targeted residents, even if
phones are on silent or the hold-
er is in a noisy environment.

Not all devices will receive the
alert.

Older phones or those not con-
nected to 4G or 5G networks
may not be compatible with the
system.

Domestic abuse victims

Whilst these alerts are aimed at
protecting the public in emergen-
cies, they could also put victims
and survivors of domestic abuse
at risk.

This is especially true of those
who rely on hidden phones as
part of their safety plan.

For that reason, people can opt
out of these tests.

Go to: gov.uk/alerts/opting-out
to opt out of these tests.

Visit: gov.uk/alerts for more
on the Goverment’s emergency
alerts system and go to: gov.uk/
prepare for more on preparing
for emergencies.

‘Time to get your chimney swept ready
for autumn and winter,” says fire service

RESIDENTS across
Worcestershire who have work-
ing chimneys in their homes
for open fires and log burn-
ers are being reminded to get
them swept by an approved
sweep before the cold weather
sets in.

The warning has been issued
by Hereford and Worcester
Fire and Rescue Service dur-
ing Chimney Fire Safety Week
which began on Monday and
runs until the following one
(September 1 to 8).

The awareness week is part
of the Government’s Fire Kills
campaign and highlights how
getting chimneys swept pre-
vents damage, lowers fuel
costs, reduces harmful emis-

sions and protects the environ-
ment.

According to experts, sweep-
ing a chimney twice a year and
using a quality assured fuel is
the key to preventing chimney
fires.

Sweeping, which should be
done before the fire is used
again, not only removes soot
and tar deposits but also gives
sweeps the opportunity to
check for any problems with
the appliance, chimney or liner,
keeping residents and families
safe and warm this winter.

People are being reminded
they should have fully working
smoke alarms - which can give
an early warning if a fire does
break out - and a fire plan to

ensure everyone can escape.

There should be at least one
smoke alarm on each floor
which should be tested month-
ly at least.

And the fire service encour-
ages everyone to pass this
safety message on to others to
help spread the word.

Visit: chimneyfiresafetyweek.
co.uk for more on maintaining
chimneys and fire prevention
advice.

Anyone who thinks they may
qualify for a free Home Fire
Safety visit can call the HWFRS
Prevention team on 0800 032
1155.

And go to: safelincs.co.uk/
hfsc/ to complete a free online
Home Fire Safety check.
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ISURHE N | As Time Goes By STNSE  comeces
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Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work ) AL ¢

ersonatly

Patricia Mary Mann
(née Willis) loved one, call our

] Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk : . S
. ;3”‘ A{al:ch 1544 :tsl Sepe 2015 team on Fisaill Miioler@h e e co ik flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
years have passe um, we I'l"llSS rsel h eddiich Cco. Uk
you more than ever. Our memories Please call 01527 550505 HOISCHYSHORT o

and love for you keep you with us. -
Forever in our hearts, Melissa, Gemma To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times TMI 527 550 700
* —

4nd greatgrandchildren Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate =
s Redditch B97 5XP
6] i
IN MEMORIAM 'MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME
|~
DIRECTORS
L
Constantine —

Tillirides
6th September 2005

In memory of a dearly loved Father
who passed away 20 years ago.

There will never be a day when I do

not think of you. °
Every day I miss you. JamCS GllCS
Loved and remembered always and Sons Ltd
Anthony et § Estiote
FUNERAL The Complete
DIRECTORS Funeral Directors
——

Allow our family™=
to care for your family

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Lid

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY R

FUNERAL PLANS

01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
I

An Independeni{ Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

>

ate the perfect Funeral for your loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons
* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service

5 * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service. 0%?371)512;9%{7 e ng%s%}%\éE

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

Lot TR

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
T: 01527 831723

2k

:A family concer
.thomasbrothérs.

info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk ‘co.uk .
n@tho‘masbrnoﬂiers.co.uk

17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL
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FUNERAL DIRECTO!

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your
wishes with no upfront payment.

0121459 9111

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit
mortonsfunerals.co.uk

www.careerfinder247.co.uk
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

DIRECTORS
—

4 Huntleys Funeral Services

W Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

Required for our Pre-Prep School a

LUNCHTIME
SUPERVISOR

We currently have an opportunity for a Lunchtime
Supervisor to join our team working
Monday to Friday 11.15 a.m.-1.45 p.m.,
term time only.

Don’t worry, we
have plenty of
recruitment ads
throughout our

titles, both in

(Checldithemjout!]

Closing d P I licati . Standard Standard
osing date for all applications is CoventryOrservr OBEEFVEL

Monday 15 September 2025 ObSérver Ofsarver
The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children Obsérver Obseérver

and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers.

Full details and the online application form is available
through the School website
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

MalvernObserver.: WaorcesterObserver..i.

Bullivantiedia

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your

Salary or Pension?
Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,

very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239
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Appointments

@,
f‘\ DROITWICH SPA
HIGH SCHOOL
L) @® AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE
Join Our Friendly Catering Team!
Catering Assistant Vacancies

Term time only plus banked hours
Salary: Up to £13,268 per annum (based on 921 hours) /
£24,305 FTE
Are you looking for a rewarding role in a vibrant and supportive
school community? We're currently seeking friendly, hardworking,
and reliable Catering Assistants to join our dedicated team!

Hours & Pay

* Term time only, plus some additional hours during peak periods or
non-term time.

* Up to 921 hours per year, we are happy to consider a range of
working patterns and hour combinations. Hours are typically worked at
a regular weekly rate during term time. Please tell us your preferred
hours in your application

* Annual salary: £13,268 (based on 92| hours) — Full-time equivalent:
£24,305.

About the Role

You'll play a key part in providing high-quality catering for students and

staff. This is a fast-paced, rewarding environment where teamwork and a

positive attitude really matter.

We're looking for someone who:

* Has a cheerful, can-do attitude and enjoys working with people.

¢ Is reliable, punctual, and flexible.

* Works well as part of a team in a busy kitchen.

* Is well-organised and hardworking.

* Has previous experience in commercial catering (preferred, but
not essential).

Why Join Us?

* Be part of a welcoming and happy team.

* Contribute to a successful and valued part of the school.

* Enjoy school holidays off (with some peak-time work).

* Opportunities to develop catering skills in a supportive environment.

Apply Today!

This is a rolling vacancy, and applications will be reviewed as they are

received. Interviews may be conducted, and appointments made, at any

time, so don’t wait to apply.

To find out more or to download an application form, visit our job

vacancies page on our website at

https://website.droitwichspahigh.worcs.sch.uk/

We look forward to hearing from you!

“Droitwich Spa High School & Sixth Form Centre is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers
to share this commitment’.

Droitwich Spa High School and Sixth Form Centre, a charitable company limited by

guarantee registered in England & Wales, company number 07666185 Registered office:
Briar Mill, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 0AA.

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

PartTime
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

. ELEPHONE 01527 588688 SIMILE 01527 584371

Q;WINTERFOLD

H@PREF . PRE PREP » NURSERY

WINTERFOLD SCHOOL

I NURSERY
ASSISTANT

e
n n I“E n s (MATERNITY COVER 17.11.25 to 11.09.26)
We seek a qualified (Level 3), professional and personable

individual to carry out this role in our Woodhouse Nursery,
situated within the grounds of Winterfold House School.
Working hours are Monday to Thursday 8.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m.,
Friday 8.00 a.m.-6.00 p.m., term time only plus 6 weeks of

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of

pay and flexible WOI’king hours. holiday club during school holiday periods.
= - . Full details and application forms are available on
Company vehicle provided, and full assistance the school website: www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
ini i i i i i ’ Informal discussions with the Deputy Head of EYFS,
obtaining your private hire licence will be given AR e Dapl
For further details please call Closing date for all applications is Monday 8th
September 2025.
01521 60000 The School is c itted to safeguarding and pi g the welfare of children
and young people.

or email 3CCOUNS@a2h60k.co.uk R o et o Pt

Carer/Personal
Assistant

Required for disabled lady.

Female applicants only, must be qualified and experienced
in care, have a full clean driving licence and own vehicle.
20-26 hours per week.

Harvington area
Please apply in writing with CV and contact
details to:

POB 2172431
Kidderminster

DYI1 6SD caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com

; ; ; : ; : kelly.t bullivantmedia.
Suitable candidates will be shortlisted for interviews. 5 avl:»r@ (HVATmecia com
Bullivantmedia

B
10 FILL?

We can offer you....

With our expansive coverage both in print and online we can help you with that!
Give Caroline or Kelly a call to find out how.

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com
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USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
01562 711 083
07831 245 313

Bl(s

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD
PRIVATE CAR¢ COl\iI(IEAERCIAL & FLEET

ING.
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Vehicle Testing
Station

Vehicle Testing
Station

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

C39 BURFORD LANE, SPERNAL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Upper Spernall Farm Road to Shelfield Green Lane.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 9 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

10 2025.
Access & Diversion: Burford Lane, Alcester Road,
I{enley Road, Village Road, Spernal Lane and
vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

i County Council to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
BROOM LANE, DUNNINGTON
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works for new water connection.
Order Commences: 24 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

26 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL
Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,

CA = Conservation Area, FP = Affects Footpath,
FPS = Footpath Setting, MAJ = Major Development.

25/00915/FUL FPS
Site: Lyndel, Bell Green Lane, Wythall, Worcestershire
0DJ.

Proposal: Proposed Garden Room, Gym, Sauna and
Open Canopy Area

25/00839/FUL

Site: 10 Chapel Street, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire
B60 2BQ.

Proposal: Single Storey Extensions.

25/00901/S73 MAJ ADVSTD
Site: Land At Whitford Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire

Proposal: Variation of condition 25 of planning
permission APP/P1805/W/20/3245111 allowed

on appeal 09/02/2021 (LPA 16/1132):

FROM: No part of the development shall be occupied
until the junction of Fox Lane/Rock Hill has been
altered in accordance with the scheme for a
roundabout shown on the plan Fox Lane/Rock Hill

ic ref 7033- SK-005 revision F.

Access & Diversion: Broom Lane, Dunni oad,
Wixford Road, Ryknild Street, Mill Lane, Bidford Ruad
High Street and vice versa.
Contractor: Go Traffic Management Limited, Tel:
01158 965 832.
SPERNAL LANE, SPERNALL
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to install new water
connection, closed 08:00hrs-18:00 hrs.
Order Commences: 22 September 2025 for up to
18 months.

ici 24 2025
Access & Diversion: Spernal Lane, Spernall Lane,
School Road, Captains Hill, Kinwarton Road,
Kinwarton Farm Road, Tything Road West, Arden
Road, Birmingham Road, Willoughby Close, Coughton
Hill, Haydon Way and vice versa.
Contractor: Go Traffic Management Limited, Tel:
01158 965 832.

AMEND TO: No more than 49 dwellings (of which,

no more than 30 shall be for private sale and no
more than 19 shall be for affordable housing) shall
be occupied until the junction of Fox Lane/Rock Hill
has been altered in accordance with the temporary
scheme show on the plan 7033-WSP-HGN-00-
SK-C-0022. Thereafter, no more than 200 dwellings
(of which, no more than 120 shall be for private sale
and no more than 80 shall be for affordable housing)
shall be occupied until the junction of Fox Lane/Rock
Hill has been altered in accordance with the scheme
for a roundabout shown on the plan Fox Lane/Rock
Hill schematic scheme ref 7033- SK-005 revision

G and ancillary drawings 7033-s278-701 rev C02,
2015804 AGE- ZZ-XX-DR-X-0002, 0003, 0004, 0005,
0006 REV C02.

25/00798/S73 ADVSTD MAJ FP FPS
Site: Land At Perryfields Road, Bromsgrove,

For all of the above temporary orders,

access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 5 Sept 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—_—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: FPS = Footpath Setting,
MAJ = Major Development.

25/00888/FUL MAJ FPS
Site: Land At Wheaten Hill Farm, Astwood Lane,
Astwood Bank Worcestershire

Proposal: Installation of Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) including access tracks and service
roads, underground cable route, on-site substation,
other ancillary electrical infrastructure, security
fencing and CCTV, on-site car parking, drainage
and water supply features, temporary construction

enhancements.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of the
date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5

‘ MoT TESTING INCLUDING ‘
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
14 SHERWOOD ROAD
ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,

OMSGROVE B60 DR

U J

01527 875432/837070

PUBLIGC NOTIGES

All your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

Proposal: for the variation of part of the
wording of Conditions 32 and 33 of Outline Planning
Application 16/0335 (allowed at appeal (Appeal
Reference: APP/P1805/W/20/3265948)) to amend
the occupation trigger numbers included within the
aforementioned conditions comprising the following:
Condition 32

Amending the occupation trigger for a roundabout at
the Junction of Rock Hill/Fox Lane from 100 dwellings
to 398 dwellings ; amending the occupation trigger
for cycle improvements along Stourbridge Road from
100 dwellings to 153 dwellings; amending the
occupation trigger for improvements at the Worcester
Road/Shrubbery Road junction from 100 dwellings

to 550 dwellings and Condition 33

Amending the occupation trigger for a signal-controlled
junction on the A448 Kidderminster Road from

200 dwellings to 550 dwellings; and roundabout
works on the A448 Kidderminster Road from

200 dwellings to 396 dwellings.

25/00943/FUL CA FPS SAM
Site: Dodford Village Hall, Priory Road, Dodford,
Worcestershire B61 9DD
Proposal: Part removal of the existing external steps,
to allow an external platform lift to be installed with
associated retaining walls.
Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https:/publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of the
date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

TREVOR nm'”m THOMAS Michael Henry Bowen
ceased) (Deceased)
Pursuanttothe Trustee Act 1925 ay | puruan to the Tustee Act of 1925
persons having a caim against or an | W Notce i ereby gven tat al credtors
nterest in the Estate of the above d i

named, late of 53 Shepley Road,

[ Estate of Micheel Henry Bowen w‘::
Rednal, Birmimgham, B45 8SP, who

died 15/08/2025 of 7 Corner Lane,

died on 12/11/2024, are nsquwred fo
send written particulars thereof to
the undersigned on or before
06/11/2025, after which date the
Estate wil be distributed having

mgamanh/lomedamsand interests
ad notce.
des Po Box 5005,

Lancing, BN99 BAZ

Reddich, BY7 SWP are required to
send written particulars to the|
undersigned on or before 06/11/2025
after which date the Estate will be
distributed having regard only to the
chims and interest of which they have
had notice.

| Andrew John Bowen,

8 Cirencester Close, B60 2RE

MISCELLANEOUS
|

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
seated chair
Can  deliver
07703 925662

MOBILITY

SCOOTER
‘Electric Mobility'
Folds for car. Compact.
Range 10 miles.
Fitted new batteries
& charger. Could deliver.
£260

07584932645

FREE Panasonic
DVD Recorder
07729872894

MISCELLANEOUS
| _———

ROMAN crinkle
blouses, cap sleeve.
Polyester / cotton.
One white, one
pink-same  design.
Size medium 12 /
14. £3.00 each or
both for £5.00.(I
can forward photos
if interested) Tel:
07934132759

CARPET  offcut -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £4.00.
Tele: 07934132759

LADIES M & S
Classic fully lined
lightweight  jacket
with detachable
hood. Light
turquoise hardly
worn. size 12. £4.00.
(can forward photos

A York Fitness Stepper
- £35 07811 002531
A Smart Wonder
Core machine for
workouts Nearly new

d) Tel:

07934132759

REVELATION
durable travel suit
/ garment bag with

shoulder strap &
- £20 07811 002531 carry handle two
SHOWER screen hangers,  multiple
for  bath, new, | pockets, zip closure
single hinge, £25| colour black. £8.00.
07961116153 Tel: 07934132759
CONSERVATORY | BRAND new 3ft single
furniture cane bed with 2 draws
light wood, cream includes all bed linen
cushions settee | _£90 07720830463
and two chairs £30 | CARAVAN porch
07961116153

TWO BMX tyres
20inchx2.1 vge £12
the pair 07977913225

FIVE Minton
Bellemeade  salad
plates (8”) blue
flowers, bone china,
very good clean
condition. £8.00 for
all. Tel: 07934132759

awning NR green
good condition £80
07720830463

COOL Box hard plastic
12v operation
ideal  picnics £5
07818420097

MISCELLANEOUS
[

GOLF Putter brand
new left hand £8
01527 546431

FREE white wooden

door with narrow
vertical glass
lock 1765 x 765
07985236968

HYPNOS single
mattress vgc£40ono
fire  retard label
07977913225

GOOD quality 20inch
bmx cycle. German
made vgc £110 one
07977913225

BMX cycle tyres £10
size 20inch x2.2 vge
07977913225

RACING bike 14
speed in fair / good
condition includes
foot pump £45 ono
07900848170

MOBILITY  walker
brand new unused
£12 - 01562 69552
new white toilet seat

_£20.0156269552

FRIDGE Hotpoint
first edition, ice box,
vegetable draw 50cm
W x 60cm D x 85cm
H working well £5
07977314469

POAT hole digger new

£15 01905 759441
TWO cushioned
folding sunchairs

as new £10 01905
759441

KRICK Gulnara
wooden model
boat kit also Men’s
Abrans Tank Kit
0121 709 2279

TWO Oak Dining
Chairs (black seats)
Good Condition £10
each 07879015716

SAMSUNG  Surround
Sound Speaker Set
(6 in total) - £60 ono
07879015716

WONDER Core 6-in-1
AB Sculpting system
easily fold £20 01527
546431

SMALL TV Oak
Effect Corner Unit
As New £50 ono Tel:
07879015716

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 257 643
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FENCING
—

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SMALL
Contact Daryl

01527 526990 * 07847 898079

For a free quote

GARDENING
SERVICES
—_—

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

JEFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.

For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

HANDYMAN
—

KITCHENS
—

SHOBLENE.
y A
4 \
E—
NEED HELP
FROM A
LOCAL
IXPERT?
Our Classified
pages are full of
LOCAL

BUSINESSES
waiting to help!

uxouuunmmnm

% 50% F

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING

Fencing « Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish « Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

IO A
GIVE A LOCAL EXPERT A CALL!

REMOVALS/
STORAGE
—

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

e —

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDUG9835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

www.redditchstandard.co.uk/editions

ROOFING
—

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs

* Chimneys rebuilt and re-|

inted

* Garage Conversions ° Driveways
* Building Maintenance ¢ Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325

ROOFING
—

W'EATHER/%UARD
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
10% No job too big or
Fully guaranteed
and insured
REPAI available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
Office: 01521962 912
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk

too small
ALL ROO
Written quotes
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
#ih. Mobile: 07467159012
weatherguardservices.co.uk

M
1 50% OFF

SEE OUR MAIN ADVERT O PAGE 1

www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk/editions
www.droitwichstandard.co.uk/editions

The same paper youl

on your mobile, tablet and computer

SKIP HIRE
—

AZS SKIPS

pments (Redditch) LTD

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available * If)rop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS
—

Sl

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving * Fencing * Arificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

Contact us today FREEPHONE: 0800 747 1704 + LANDLINE: 01527 906577
treeandlandscapespecialistségmail.com
W ireeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

Aol (o ge




)|

SB ¢

Plumblng & Heatmg
* Gas Fires. * Gas Cookers.
* Gas Central Heating and Maintenance.
* Gas Appliance Landlord/home * Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.
Email: Stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sb4plumbingheating.uk

Call me for domestic work

= MoB:07951 485 329

Dragonfly
GARDENING

Standard
Specmhsts in plant care and prunmg
CRB CH;ECKED F/F“ULLY INSURED
07814 510797 | 01527 878965
Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken
BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NE
Double Donington
delight for Vertu as

S
S

720401280

Published by Bulivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,
Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
Printed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, Oxfordshire OX2 OEJ

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

BTCC: TEAM Vertu lead both the driv-
ers’ and teams standings in the British
Touring Car Championship (BTCC)
following a points-laden weekend at
Donington Park.

The Droitwich-based team claimed two
race wins at the Leicestershire circuit as
Tom Chilton and Tom Ingram both tri-
umphed.

And Adam Morgan also secured a podi-
um finish in race two while Ingram crossed
the line behind race-winner Chilton to
secure a one-two in the opening race of
the weekend.

Ingram now leads the drivers’ standings
by 32 points while Team Vertu sit just two
points ahead of NAPA Racing UK in the
teams standings.

Championship leader Ingram said: “It’s
been a really, really strong weekend and if
we could have similar at Silverstone next
time out then it would be great.

“We did exactly what we needed to do
by maximising our performance across
race day.

“I'll readily admit that we’ve had luck on
our side a little bit because Ash [Sutton]
got caught up in some drama in race two
when he would probably have won.

“We also got a good reverse grid draw
which set us up for the win in race three
and means we've been able to extend our
advantage in the standings.

“Once again the car has been on top
form which is all down to the little improve-
ments we continue to make.

“It’s in such a nice place and it doesn’t
seem to matter what kind of circuit we go
to, it just works which is huge credit to
the team.

“I don’t think there is such a thing as the
perfect race car, but the Hyundai certainly
isn’t far off.

“T'd say it’s the first time in my career
that I've had a car that is this strong at so
many circuits.

“It’s pretty special.”

Team Vertu made the perfect start to the
weekend as Chilton converted his first pole
position in 14 years to a race victory with

Ingram just behind.

The teams other drivers, Morgan and
Senna Proctor, finished seventh and eighth
respectively.

And Morgan stepped onto the podium in
race two with a second-place finish.

Ingram also extended his lead over title
rival Ash Sutton with a fourth-place finish
after the latter driver crossed the line in
eighth following a collision with teammate
Dan Rowbottom.

And Ingram ended the weekend in style
as he came out on top in a battle with
Sutton to take the race win with Chilton
sixth.

The BTCC season continuesat Silverstone
on the weekend of September 20 and 21.

Saltmen back on top
with Hallen triumph

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH
Spa returned to the top of
the table with a comfort-
able 3-0 home win against
Hallen.

Spa took the lead cour-
tesy of Josh Hurdman’s goal
inside the first minute at the
King George Playing Fields.

And late goals from sub-
stitutes James Lemon and
Nathan Binner sealed the
points for Andy Crowther’s
side.

The result means
Droitwich sit top of the
Hellenic League Premier
Division table, although
some of the teams below
them have at least one
game in-hand.

Spa made the perfect
start when Hurdman vol-
leyed the ball into the net
inside 60 seconds after
good work from Perry
Moss.

In a game of few chanc-
es, Hallen almost drew
level 15 minutes from time

only for Dom Rogerson to
produce a fine save to deny
Elliot Gardner when one-
on-one.

And the visitors went
close again as Gardner
spurned another chance
to draw Hallen level seven
minutes from time.

Moments later Rogerson
denied both Ryan Crawford
and Harrison Fairman in
quick succession.

However, Spa doubled
their lead against the run
of play on 87 minutes
when Lemon finished Reiss
Taylor-Randle’s cross from
close range.

And the Saltmen made
sure of the points deep into

injury time as Hurdman
beat the offside trap and
squared to Binner who fin-
ished into an empty net.

Droitwich are next in
action away at Cribbs on
Saturday, September 6
with kick-off at 3pm at The
Lawns.

Engine tuning

for final MOT

Cam belt replacement
Clutch Replacement
General repairs

Welding

Servicing

Insurance work welcome

makes & models

® MOT preparation and submission

Supply and fit all parts for all

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk

Yokohama
Authorised

\‘

JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

TRADE TYRE PRICES TO
THE PUBLIC

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN ST
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurhishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR




