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Jo had so much more
life to live’ say family

THE FAMILY of a ‘beautiful,
thoughtful’ Joanne Samak
(pictured) have paid tribute
to her after her husband was
convicted of killing her in their
Droitwich home.

Mohamed Samak, 43, of Chestnut
Spinney, Droitwich was found
guilty of murdering the 49-year-
old at Worcester Crown Court on
Wednesday:.

The court heard Samak stabbed his
wife six times in the early hours of
July 1, 2024, driving a knife through
her breastbone into her heart.

He waited over an hour after neigh-
bours heard screaming before calling
999 by which time she had been dead
for some time.

Mrs Samak had prepared for the
day ahead, setting an alarm on her
phone for the next morning and hung
out a red dress to wear — suggesting
she had no indication of the violence
that would follow.

In a statement Joanne's family
said: “She was loyal, kind and caring
to everyone that touched her life. She
was deeply loved by us, her family
and her many, many friends.

“Most importantly, she was an
amazing mummy. Her loss has had a
devastating impact on everyone who

knew and loved her, and we will never
come to terms with losing her in such
a cruel and senseless way.

“Jo’s zest for life
was infectious. She
was generous, cre-
ative and full of fun,
with a wonderful
sense of style and a
passion for interior
design, fashion, art
and nature.

“Jo had so much
more life to live,
and we will miss
her and love her

forever.”
Samak will
be sentenced

today (Friday) at
Worcester Crown
Court.

The case

The Crown
Prosecution Service
used medical evi-
dence, mobile
phone data, foren-
sic evidence and
witness testimony
to disprove Samak’s
claims.

The prosecution’s case was based
on Samak stabbing his wife to death
due to financial and martial problems

and lying to cover up what he had
done.

When he first called 999, Samak
suggested his wife had stabbed her-
self and told the call handler he had
found her bent over in her bed with a
knife in her stomach.

He gave police the impression this
had all happened minutes before he
called 999, but the following day, his
account changed dramatically during
his police interview.

He then claimed he had woken
at 3am to his wife screaming and
watched her stab herself repeatedly
and said he had been too terrified
to call for help, admitting this had
happened about an hour before he
rang 999.

His story continued to change in
subsequent police interviews.

The Crown Prosecution Service
proved Mrs Samak had no reason
to end her life and had been busy
making plans for the future, includ-
ing planning her 50th birthday party,
and had booked a theatre trip with
friends and a trip to Paris, and had set
out her clothes for the next day.

The prosecution said it was incon-
ceivable that she would fetch a knife
downstairs and go upstairs to then
stab herself multiple times.

Police found Mrs Samak’s blood

on clothing Samak had hidden in the
loft which indicated he was trying to
conceal evidence to avoid facing the
consequences of his actions.

The evidence also revealed that
there had been issues within the
marriage. Samak’s phone showed he
had been meeting and speaking with
another woman shortly before he
killed his wife.

Visit this story at: droitwichstan-
dard.co.uk for more.
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Rik festival booked for return

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE ORGANISERS of the
Rik Mayall Comedy Festival
have announced it will offi-
cially return for a second
year — from May 29 to June
6, 2026.

And, after an incredibly success-
ful inaugural event, local businesses
are being urged to get involved in
this growing celebration of comedy
and community.

Opportunities include hosting
events, decorating shop windows,
or simply helping spread the word.

This year’s festival featured 200
events and drew thousands of visi-
tors, boosted local trade, and show-
cased Droitwich Spa on a national
stage.

It was even mooted as being
the perfect forerunner and pre-
event for those comics and groups
considering taking shows to the
Edinburgh Fringe.

‘Whether people own a shop, cafe,
pub, gallery, beauty salon, or any
other kind of business, there are
many ways to get involved - big or
small.

From hosting events,window
dressing, right up to headline spon-
sorship and everything in-between,

supporting the festival is a chance
to be part of something that is
putting Droitwich Spa on the com-
edy map.

Festival director Stuart Panrucker
said: “Last year’s success was a
massive community effort.

Lk

“It brought in visitors from
across the UK and even Australia
and helped locals rediscover their
town.

“We’d love to see even more
businesses involved for 2026 — it’s
a brilliant opportunity to showcase

what makes Droitwich Spa spe-

cial.”

Coun Richard Morris, leader of
‘Wychavon District Council, added:
“The festival exceeded all expec-
tations, with businesses reporting
best-ever takings.

The Rik Mayall Comedy Festival
will be roaring back into Droitwich
in 2026. Picture by Marcus Mingins
2325008MMR

"The inaugural festival fea-
tured comedy legends like Greg
Davies, Shaparak Khorsandi, Peter
Richardson, and Helen Lederer and
was praised for its vibrant atmos-
phere and creative use of local
venues.”

With a 95 per cent recommenda-
tion rate, the festival proved to be a
hit with audiences and a boost for
the local economy.

The Rik Mayall Comedy Festival
is a volunteer-run, annual celebra-
tion of the life and work of the
legendary comedian, held in his
home town of Droitwich Spa. It is
endorsed by the Mayall family and
patron Ben Elton.

Businesses interested in getting
involved can register their interest
or find out more can email contact
us@rikmayallcomedyfestival.com
to contact the festival team.

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing can head over to the website
at rikmayallcomedyfestival.com/
volunteer for further details.

Anyone wanting to stay up-to-
date with festival updates, including
early bird tickets, can visit rikmayall
comedyfestival.com to sign up to
receive the newsletter.

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

AL M
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GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

Saturday 22nd November Trafford Centre Shopping Centre Manchester

£30

Sunday 30th November Festive Lunch with Christmas Show At Studley Castle - Enjoy a Bucks Fizz on arrival, 3 Course Lunch
with tea or coffee and a Chri

£60

Saturday 13th December Longleat Festival of Light - Explore iconic sights as you embark on a grand day nul£ this Christmas as

The Festival of Light presents British Icons with Wallace and Gromit and friends! ................o..coccecvecummssussunens 79 Adult £69 Child

Sunday 10th January 2026 Cotswold Designer Outlet for January Sales. £25

Sunday 25th January 2026 Strictly Come Dancing Live at Utilita Arena, Birmingham matinee performance.............cccoeeuvueee. £99

Sunday 15th February 2026 Birmingham International Tattoo Matinee per £65
HOLIDAYS 2025

SPECIAL NEW LOWER

Tuesday 30th December 4 Days New Year in Porthcawl. Staying at the Seabank Hotel. Dinner Bed & Breakfast, Mystery
Excursion and entertainment. Staying at The Seabank Hotel, one of Porthcawl’s most prominent buildings. Enjoy a fun-filled
New Year break! Your New Year break includes 3 nights dinner, bed & breakfast, Bucks Fizz on arrival, a glass of fizz to
welcome in the New Year, one lunch and evening entertainment with games and prizes. New Year’s Eve daytime we have a
mystery excursion. On the final night of your stay, there will be a fancy dress party (fancy dress optional)............... from £515

PRICE

NEW EARLY 2026

6th February 4 Days Warners Weekend Live at Cricket St Thomas. Join us for a weekend of rock and roll of the 1950's and early 60's

featuring the Boulevards-a vintage styled rock and roll band. Also includes an excursion to Weymouth and free time in resort...from £318

20th February 4 Days Winter Weekender in Exmouth. Exmouth is situated on Devons Jurassic coastline, the charming seaside
town offers visitors plenty to see and do. Staying at the lovely seafront Cavendish Hotel with its well-kept gardens and beautiful
floral displays offering evening entertainment on most evenings. Also includes a day excursion to Torquay and time to explore
Exmouth at your leisure.This is just a taster of what we have to offer, call for your brochure to see our other fabulous tours
and day trips including Christmas at Kew and Thursford Chri Spectacular from £235
6th March Price Held! 4 Days Tribute Weekend at The Riviera Torquay. Acts are Lional Richie, Gary Barlow and their resident
tribute act. Staying at the Riviera hotel in Torquay where you will be able to enjoy the resort at leisure with a different act each
evening, Torquay is a traditional yet thriving seaside town, set on Devon's English Riviera, with beautiful beaches, Palm frees
lining the road and a busy Harbour. So you can enjoy shopping or sightseeing by day and dancing and singing all night..from £205
13th March 4 Days Springtime in Bognor Regis for Mothers Day. Sgring weekender in Bognor Regis, staying at the royal
Norfolk situated overlooking the English Channel and beachfront. Situated in Bognor Regis with its long flat sea front, perfect
for strolling along the prom includes Dinner, Bed & Breakfast, a day excursion to one of the biggest seaside town Worthing, a
lovely seaside town with Victorian architecture, historic peer and long promenade also includes a free day in resort to enjoy
the splendors of Bognor Regis from £245
27th March 4 Days Spring Weekender in Tenby. On the zpectauular Carmarthen Bay is the town of Tenby with its walled town
and miles of sandy beaches, there is plenty to see and do. We will be situated on the north beach staying at the Cliffe Norton
Hotel right on the seafront along the promenade, includes Dinner, Bed & Breakfast, a day excursion to the stunning town of
Laugharne with its historic castle and home to poet Dylan Thomas then dropping into Saundersfoot a charming seaside village
with beautiful beaches and bustling harbour also includes free time in resort. from £289

3rd April 4 Days Easter at the Seabank Hotel, Porthcawl. Staying at the Seabank hotel from £255
For our 2026 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

g
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We can help you move house, build an extension or

start a new hobby
O

Beyond
Storage

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“4ssa

I I self storage

Safe

association
United Kingdom

We also do private hire phone us
for your bespoke price.

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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A towpath to a
healthy lifestyle

A NEW health corri-
dor has opened along
a previously inacces-
sible towpath on the
Droitwich Canal.

The towpath running along
the Droitwich Canal from
Vines Park to Ladywood
Lock in Salwarpe has been
completely reconstructed to
provide a more accessible
route for people to access
nature, be active and boost
their wellbeing.

Previously, the towpath
was a mixture of uneven
sand, silt, and stone, mak-
ing it inaccessible for many
residents, particularly during
winter.

A new sub-base was
installed, along with edging
boards, to help maintain the
structure and a natural com-
pacted grey limestone finish.

Three wheelchair-friendly
benches and new direction-
al signage have also been
installed along the route.

The project, inspired by
Droitwich Spa Place Board, is
part of a multi-million pound
investment in leisure and

wellbeing in the town.

Other upgrades will include
work on Droitwich Spa Lido
and Droitwich Spa Leisure
Centre, as well as a new pump
track and skate park.

Coun Dan Birch,
‘Wychavon’s executive board
member for wellbeing, social
mobility and transformation,
said: “Being outdoors, walk-
ing, and enjoying nature all
play a vital role in supporting
physical and mental wellbe-
ing. “This new health cor-
ridor ensures those benefits
are more accessible, while
marking another key mile-
stone in our investment in
leisure, wellbeing, and active
travel.

“It brings us closer to our
vision of making Droitwich
Spa a leading leisure and
wellbeing destination.”

Matt Nicol, Chair of
Droitwich Spa Place Board,
added: “It’s fantastic to see
the health corridor finally
open.

“The upgrades create a
welcoming environment that
everyone can enjoy through-

out the year.”

The new towpath has
also improved access to the
recently enhanced Coney
Meadow Wetland and reed
bed and visitors will be wel-
comed by a new owl sculp-
ture at the entrance and an
improved bird-viewing panel.

The work for the wetland
was carried out by The Canal
and River Trust.

Jan Lane, head of opera-
tional partnerships and fun-
draising at the trust, said:
“The completion of the health
corridor is a great example of
how partnerships can bring
canals to life and we are real-
ly pleased that more people
now have the opportunity to
use the canal all year round
and realise the many benefits
it offers.

“Whether that is residents
enjoying their local canal for
recreation or visitors explor-
ing the waterways.

“Research has shown using
our green and blue corridors
and connecting with nature
can really improve your phys-
ical and mental wellbeing.”

freedom.

action.

Team. s

CLIP COPPERS: DROITWICH Police solved
a cantering conundrum on Saturday when
several horses in the town made a break for

The Safer Neigh-bourhood Team officers
became ‘clip coppers’ as they jumped into

Although the old adage is ‘you can lead a
horse to water but you can’t make it drink’,
this tenacious team worked together to get
these nomadic nags back home safely.

There were no long faces (apart from the
horses’) as the officers used teamwork and
patience and were in their hay day as they
got the job done and made sure their sub-
jects were not at large furlong.

Posting these pictures on Facebook, they
said: “We thank the community (especially
the Norris family) for slowing down to give
our four-legged friends some space while we
handled the the “neigh-bourhood patrol”

No doubt this will be a tail they will be trot-
ting out to their colleagues when they get
back to their stable.

They were finally taken back home by
the tenacious Safer Neigh-bourhood
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Matt Nicol ,
Chairman of
Droitwich Spa
Place Board,
Councillor
Mark Goodge,
Wychavon
District
Council’s
Chairman

and Henriette
Breukelaar
from the Canal
and River
Trust open the
health corri-
dor. s

A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
RELIABLE SERVICE...

GLAZING

& REPAIRS

LTD

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
elp is here!

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

Call us for a free quote

Locks
Hinges
Mirrors
Misted Glass

Safety Glass

Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories

Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
U.P.\.C.

WINDOWS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

SUPPLIED
& FITTED
[

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors
Composite Doors

Card payments accepted R/ AY:

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding 5 Roollng L1d
Aoy s yws 19 ULl

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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This year’s Redditch Poppy Appeal was officially launched on
Saturday. Picture courtesy of the Redditch Royal British Legion. s

Gathering for town parade

REDDITCH’S Remembrance
Parade will start outside the Palace
Theatre next Sunday, November
9.
Those parading should muster
at 10.20am and step off will be at
10.30am.

The group will march up to the
war memorial outside St Stephen’s
Church.

The service there will be led
by Rev Paul Lawlor, starting at

10.45am.
There will be the Act of

Remembrance at 11am with the
wreath-laying afterwards.

The Redditch Poppy Appeal got
under way last Thursday and was
officially launched on Saturday.

Redditch Royal British Legion
secretary, Mark Evans, said: “This
year’s Poppy Appeal is going real-
ly well.

“This year, there is also a new
display in the Kingdfisher Centre.

“Everyone is welcome to attend
the Remembrance Sunday Parade
and Service.”
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Coming together to

remember the gllen

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

ARRANGEMENTS for
this year’s Bromsgrove
Remembrance Sunday
Parade and Service have been
announced.

Organisations wanting to partici-
pate in the parade next Sunday,
November 9, should gather outside
Argos in the High Street.

Standards and flags can either
stay with their organisations or lead
behind the police and church rep-
resentative.

The parade will muster ready to
step off at 10.30am.

As it proceeds along the High
Street an ‘eyes left’ will be given at
the Odd Fellows Memorial above
the EE shop where the Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of Worcestershire will
take the salute.

The parade will then turn into
Church Street and, with the help of
stewards, cross Market Street to get
to the monument on Crown Close.
Road closures will be in place on
Market Street for the parade and
service.

Toilets will
Amphlett Hall.

The service will start at 10.50am
with The Act of Remembrance at
11am and a wreath-laying after that.
It will finish around 11.20am.

At 11.45am there will be a short
service, starting at St John’s Church

be available at

Wl T

involving a prayer and the laying

of two blank wreaths - the Deputy
Lord Lieutenant will lay one at the
First World War memorial and the
Bromsgrove Royal British Legion
President will lay one at the Boer
‘War Memorial. This will be followed
by a poem by Bromsgrove Town
Crier Kevin Ward and end with a
blessing.

Youth organisations are advised
to make sure their young people
have breakfast and bring water with
them.

After the service, the parade will
disperse and all are invited to Artrix
where light refreshments will be

W s

provided.

Any organisation’s wishing take
part in the parade are to contact
Bromsgrove RBL chairman Jeff
Evans by emailing: poppyorgan-
iser@gmail.com or by calling.

Organisations wishing to lay a
wreath should also contact Jeff
Evans as soon as possible.

If the weather is wet, the service
may be conducted inside St John’s
Church.

Last year’s Remembrance
Sunday Parade in Bromsgrove
was very well-attended.
Picture by Tristan Harris.

|

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Town to pay its respects
this Remembrance Sunday

PREPARATIONS are being
undertaken for Droitwich’s
Remembrance
parade.
Participants in the parade should

Sunday

muster by Droitwich Poiice Station
/ Salters Medical Centre, ready to
step off at 10.35am next Sunday,
November 9.

Road closures will be in place to
ensure public safety and the parade

will led by 2156 (Droitwich) Air
Cadets and standard bearers.

The parade will reach the War
Memorial in Victoria Square in good
time, ready for the service which
starts at 10.45am and will be led by
Rev Laura Handy.

Ahead of Remembrance Sunday
and Armistice Day (November 11),
a poignant and commemorative
poppy display has been installed at
Droitwich’s St Augustine’s Church.

The poppy cascade will honour
all those from the town and beyond
who participated - and in some
cases - lost their lives in the two
World Wars and other conflicts.

A spokesperson for St Augustine’s
Church in Droitwich said: “A huge
thank you to all who contributed to
the process in any way.

“The hard task of creating the
actual banner was completed by
small groups led by Meg Richards
and Jen Kenny who worked tire-
lessly on the project.”

They added they were also grate-
ful to Jamie from J Wyton Services
Ltd Construction and Landscaping
and Garden Care Services for actu-
ally hanging the banner on a very
windy and rainy day.

The church members also want to
thank The Crafty Cafe and The Old
Cock Inn for supporting the project
and providing a headquarters space
earlier this year.

“Please do go and have a look
and spare a thought for those com-
memorated.”

Any organisations or people want-
ing a wreath should email droit-
wichpoppyappeal@outlook.com or
call 07714 418085.

The Remembrance Sunday
Parade and Service are organised
by Droitwich Royal British Legion
and the town council.

Everyone is welcome to attend.

At the base, there is a poignant
‘Lest we forget’ message, along
with two Tommy statues and a
cross. s
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Villages
are set to
fall silent

THERE are the times of the
Remembrance  Parades
and Services for Catshill
and Rubery next Sunday,
November 11.

In Catshill, parade par-
ticipants should assemble
at Catshill Middle School at
10am and it will then Eourney
to the war memorial at the
junction of Meadow Road
and Stourbridge Road.

There will be closures
on Stourbridge Road and
Meadow Road, during the
hour between 10.30am and
11.30am.

Refreshments will be avail-
able at Catshill Club after-
wards.

In Rubery, the Service of
Remembrance, led by Rev
Claire Turner from St Chad’s
Church, taking place at
10.45am outside the Rubery
Memorial Club.

It will be followed by a

arade down New Road and,
for those wanting to attend,
there will be 15 minutes of
prayers, hymns and music
inside St Chad’s Church.

There will be closures
on New Road and Library
Way between 10am and
11.45am.

Refreshments will be avail-
able then from the Rubery
Memorial Club.

COME VIEW THE BRAND

NEW 2025

OMAR NEWMARKET

¢ FULLY FURNISHED

* READY FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

* 46 X20FT

Amazingly priced at just £25 9 ’ OOO

Willow Park, Station Road, Salford Priors,
Warwickshire, WR11 8UP

www.willowparkluxurylodges.co.uk

EscarPE URBAN LIFE
ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE AT ITS BEST!

& START ENJOYING

WILLOW PARK is a tranquil luxury development set in over 6 acres, it's quietly nestled
behind an impressive Cotswold Stone entrance with secure electronic operated gates and
resident Park management on site so your security and peace of mind are guaranteed.
Located in the picturesque award winning village of Salford Priors, it's within walking
distance of all local amenities with a bus stop outside the entrance. Neighbouring the
historic town of Shakespeare's Stratford upon Avon and Broadway in the Cotswolds with
it's rolling countryside, Willow Park is a real hidden gem!

//

——m—

WILLOW

PARK

~

Call 07538 552020 or email info@willowparkluxurylodges.co.uk
CALL TO BOOK A PRIVATE VIEWING

OTHER SHOW LODGES ALSO AVAILABLE ON SITE
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“% Faithful

—

Intruder Alarms | CCTV | Securiti( Ligi\ting '| Fire Alarms
Access Control | Automatic Gates | Maintenance & Repairs

Get in touch for a FREE security survey

01905 616784

faithfulalarms@gmail.com | www.faithfulalarms.co.uk
Faithful Alarms LLP, Unit 3C Shrub Hill Industrial Estate, Shrub Hill Road, Worcester WR4 9EL

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A SOLDIER is set to
run the Lake Garda
Half Marathon on
Remembrance Sunday
for an Armed Forces
charity

Lt Col Sean Greaves, from
Bromsgrove, who has served
in the Armed Forces since
1985, will take part in the
run in Italy next Sunday,
November 9 with his wife
Anwen, to raise cash for
Royal Star and Garter.

The charity provides lov-
ing, compassionate care
and support for veterans
and their families, living
with disability or dementia,
through its homes in Solihull,
Surbiton, High Wycombe and
‘Worthing.

It also provides services
reaching into the community,
including lunch clubs, day
care and a national Telephone
Friendship Service.

Sean previously raised
funds for Royal Star and
Garter when he completed
the North Pole Marathon in
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Soldier marks
Remembrance
with fundraiser

ol Sea ea
wife Anwen. s

2007 with brother Rob and
friend Steve, who were also
in the Army.

He said he was inspired to
run for the charity because of
the outstanding care and sup-
port it provided the Armed
Forces community.

Sean started his military
career as a Weapons Engineer
in the Royal Navy, serving
between 1985 and 1996. In
2000 he commissioned into
the Army as a dental officer
and served until 2016.

Since then, he has been a
reservist with 202 (Midland)
Multi Role Medical Regiment
in Birmingham.

During his Armed Forces
career, he has served in the
UK, Europe, Africa, South
America, the Caribbean and
Iraq.

The dad-of-two will run
the half-marathon alongside
Anwen, who is also a dentist
and employed in the NHS.

He said: “I think it quite fit-
ting I will be running the half-
marathon and raising money
for Royal Star and Garter on
Remembrance Sunday.

“It's a wonderful organi-
sation that looks after the
veterans’ community and,
as someone who has served
many years in the Royal Navy
and then the Army, it is a
cause very close to my heart.

“It’s reassuring to know
there are organisations like
Royal Star and Garter which
provide invaluable support to
the Armed Forces family.”

Visit justgiving.com/page/
sean-greaves-1 to sponsor
Sean and Anwen.

Anyone else interested
in fundraising for Royal
Star and Garter can go to
starandgarter.org/how-you-
can-help/fundraising/ for fur-
ther details.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your

new carpet and

flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our

mobile showroom!

¢ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

+ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted

for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Major workout begins on
new £12.7m leisure centre

WORK has officially started
on the massive £12.7million
revamp of Droitwich Spa
Leisure Centre.

The scheme has been funded by
‘Wychavon District Council and, fol-
lowing the completion of initial ena-
bling works, the main project is now

under way.

Designed by Watson Batty
Architects and delivered by main
contractor Speller Metcalfe, the rede-
velopment promises a major trans-
formation of the much-loved commu-
nity sports and leisure centre.

The new-look centre will feature

WYCHavoy
Q SOISTRICT
COUNGIL

Speller Metcalfe contracts manager, Richard Monk, Wychavon
Leisure’s managing director, Nigel Grundy, and Speller Metcalfe’s
project manager, Sean McDermott, at the site. Picture by

Wychavon District Council. s

a brand new 8metre by 12metre
learner pool, housed within a mod-
ern extension which also includes a
welcoming new reception and cafe
area.

The addition will allow a full pro-
gramme of swimming lessons to
be run without impacting the main
pool’s timetable, helping residents
of all ages to develop swimming as a
vital life skill.

Gillian Dunster, Alliance Leisure’s
business development manager,
said: “This refurbishment is about
more than bricks and mortar - it's
about growing confidence in the
water, removing barriers to activity
and futureproofing a vital commu-
nity asset.

“We're proud to support
‘Wychavon’s net-zero ambitions while
enhancing the experience for every
visitor.”

There will also be an extensive
modernisation across the centre with
upgrades including the renovation
of changing areas, three flexible-use
treatment rooms being added and
improved mechanical and electrical
systems.

A key focus is sustainability, with
air source heat pumps and solar pan-
els helping to boost energy efficiency
and support the council’s target of
achieving net zero by 2030.

Coun Dan Birch, Wychavon’s
Executive Board Member for
Wellbeing, Social Mobility and
Transformation, said: “I'm delighted
to see how quickly work is progress-

ing on delivering this vital upgrade
to Droitwich Spa Leisure Centre.

“You can already see the founda-
tions of the learner pool begin to
take shape and I'm excited to watch
the scheme develop over the coming
months.

“This is part of our multi-million-
pound investment in leisure and well-
being in the town.

“We are committed to progressing
these schemes at pace to ensure the
full leisure offering in Droitwich is
delivered in a timely manner for the
benefit of our residents.”

Timeframe

The first phase of the refurbish-
ment - covering the ‘dry’ side of the
centre, including the gym and chang-
ing rooms - is now well.

Excavation for the new learner
pool is under way, with early phases
expected to be completed before
Christmas.

Work will continue through 2026,
with the fully refurbished centre due
to reopen later in the year.

As a separate contract, the
Droitwich project will also see
upgrades and expansion to the car
park and a new skatepark and pump
track installed, further supporting
Wychavon’s  multi-million-pound
investment in leisure, health, and
wellbeing in Droitwich Spa.

Visit this story at: droitwichstand-
ard.co.uk for more information and
pictures.
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MESS TO OPEN:
Longbridge accommo-
dation which houses
Military Medics is due
to re-open on Armistice

Dag.

lenart Castle Mess
was closed for main-
tenance works back in
July and has not reo-
pened since.

But government boss-
es have confirmed the
mess, which opened
back in 2017 as pur-
pose-built accommoda-
tion for military medics
working at the Royal
Centre for Defence
Medicine (RCDM) at
Birmingham’s Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, will
come back to its origi-
nal use on Tuesday,
November 11.

Northfield MP
Laurence Turner asked
the Secretary of Defence,
Luke Pollard, for an
update on the works in
the House of Commons.

The Home Secretary
said works, which
involved an upgrade to
the building’s water sys-
tem infrastructure, were
progressing well and
were 90 per cent com-
plete.

The RCDM is the pri-
mary receiving unit for
military patients, with
all operational casual-
ties since June 2010
being treated there. The
new accommodation
was named the Glenart
Castle Mess, after a First
World War hospital ship.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

,Hcloors

ome service

] Y [

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

+ 1000’s Samples to your door

+ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Tenants urged
to play role in
council policies

REDDITCH Borough
Council tenants and
leaseholders are being
urged to help shape the
future of council hous-
ing services.

They are being encour-
aged to become community
stakeholders by contributing
to the design and delivery of
the services and influenc-
ing decisions which direct-
ly affect their homes and
neighbourhoods.

Tenants and leaseholders
can get involved in many
ways, such as participating
in focus groups and consul-
tations or engaging in serv-
ice reviews.

The council will provide
training and resources so
residents can contribute
effectively.

However, participation
does not require attending
formal meetings, as tenants
can still help to co-design
housing policies and serv-
ices through flexible and
accessible channels.

by Taneesha Arora

The council is also estab-
lishing a Tenant Scrutiny
Panel to represent the views
of the wider tenant com-
munity, have a say in how
housing services are deliv-
ered and provide construc-
tive feedback to help bring
about improvements.

Those voicing their opin-
ions through joining the
Housing Improvement
Board will be able to ensure
sufficient progress is contin-
uing in line with the Housing
Improvement Plan.

Redditch Borough
Council’s portfolio hold-
er for housing, Coun Bill
Hartnett, said: “We've iden-
tified gaps in how we engage
with tenants and leasehold-
ers through our recent regu-
latory judgement, and it is
a key part of our Housing
Improvement Plan going
forward.”

He added the range of
informal engagement oppor-

tunities were being finalised
but would include a scru-
tiny panel, task and finish
groups, project or estate-
based events and individual
focus groups.

“Getting involved will
build a community that has a
collective aim to see positive
change in their borough.

“Sharing experiences and
views on repairs, mainte-
nance, and safety, will only
help to improve service
delivery.”

Coun Hartnett believes
this is a big opportunity to
have tenants’ and leasehold-
ers’ voices heard for better
contribution and involve-
ment in the housing service.

The yearly ‘Tenant
Satisfaction Measures
Survey’ will once again be
published in January to
allow tenants and leasehold-
ers to feedback and com-
ment on the last 12 months
of service.

Visit this story on our
website and click through to
get involved.

News and sport online: www.redditchstandard.co.uk

' Blake Clarke is hoplng .

¢ local businesses will help

. him reach the top of the
break dancing world. s

Blake wants to be a break-through star

A TEENAGE Redditch break
dancer is seeking support in
a bid to compete against the
world’s best.

Blake Clarke, 14, already
competes throughout the UK
and has recently returned
from his first international
‘battle’ in the Netherlands.

The St Augustine’s
Catholic High School pupil
said: “I love breaking and
want to go as far as I can.

“I'm gaining experience
and am really pleased with
my performances so far this

year.
“In Holland, I made the
top eight out of 48 under-
17s — my opponents are
often a lot older than me.”
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Earlier in the year, he won
in Edinburgh and reached
the latter stages of the B-boy
world championships in
Manchester, which featured
top breaking stars from
Japan.

Blake won a competition
in Wales the weekend before
last and made the top 16
in an adult competition in
Newcastle last weekend.

Next up, he will be head-
ing to Bradford at the end of
November.

Blake was a talented junior
gymnast before switching to
breaking. He trains for more
than 12 hours each week
across four evenings.

Blake is sponsored by

Transmec, a logistics com-
pany based in Redditch.

He is now seeking addi-
tional support to enable him
to participate in more com-
petitions around the world.

His mum, Emma, said:
“Transmec have been abso-
lutely amazing and it would
be fantastic if a few more
local businesses could come
on board to help cover the
costs.

“Blake loves what he does
and wants to go as far as he
can.

“Every bit of support
makes a difference.”

Anyone who is able to help
should call Emma on 07584
672169.

pound for £ the
are the best’

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&

>> GABLE RECYCLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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X
GREAT ALNE
PARK

“It’s a sense of r——
somewhere”

Three
months’
rent

; i tﬁf - \. ! _free!

Discover the lifestyle, comfort and community you’ve always dreamed
of right here at Great Alne Park retirement village in Warwickshire.

Ready to move? Call us to find out more
One and two-bedroom apartments and cottages available from £357,500

e
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
TOP QUALITY MOBILITY FURNITURE FOR YOU

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with Cloud Zero
comfort, quality, and a personal touch Sotor Wand o

COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

» Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours

* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort

» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service

* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
» Fantastic fabric and headboard options
» Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE - offering honest advice and personal attention FAST, HASSLE-FREE DELIVERY - Delivery often within 24 hours, with free setup
you can trust. and installation.

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR COMFORT & STYLE - Furniture, beds, and mobility items  PROUD BRITISH BRANDS - Supplying trusted names like Celebrity, Sherborne,
chosen for quality and lasting comfort. Highgrove, and Adjust-A-Bed.

TRUSTED & RELIABLE - Built on honesty, value, and a reputation WE COME T0 YOU - Home visits available by appointment - we bring our

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT
CHOICE OF SEAT DEPTH

you can rely on.

¢ Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery

¢Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and installation. and Good prices -
Five Star Service! ; what more could
Fantastic i 3 you ask for!?’

" /\
Produdsr™ | R ADJUST-A-BED R D)
(L.H. Sept 2025) ; 3 More Than Just A Bed. .

service to your door.
T

Free parking | Free local Delivery with Installation
. & Disposal Available |Family-run for over 35 years
/ Open 7 days! Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm | Sundays 10:30am - 4:30pm

L 01905 796507 | 2 info@svfonline.co.uk
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WRS 8EJ

CFirst Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.

Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly
Recommend them®?

(MQ July 2025)
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
STOCK CLEARANCE SALE

*Selected Lines

LARGE RANGE OF =% . I | , (S -
SUITES, SOFAS | [SElN | FIRREREE B B W v

& CHAIRS e e | By [ sors &

up 1o 50% OFF =L ‘ [’/ Fie > e B CHAIRS

TO CLEAR ; BEDROOM RANGE COMING SOON ! _ INSTORE
AVAILABLE N GREY WIS OR WHITE WITh SOLD ONK IGHT T0PS | 1

4!00 / 4!6“
DIVAN SET
% PACKAGE
* DEALS
_ FROM £399
N7

DUAL MOTOR / CLOUD ZERO RISER ~A\B +
RECLINERS AVAILABLE IN 3 SIZES -

AUTUMN SALE
HYPNOS ‘

MORE LAZBOY MODELS IN STORE LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE

UK MADE CORNER GROUP, MANAGERS SPECIAL UK MADE FULLY ASSEMBLED
WAS £4496 NOW £995 !! LIMITED STOCK EDROOM RANGES

S :‘ \“\'

OTTOMAN PACKAGE DEALS IN STORE RISER L RANéEﬁ RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE RECLINERS STORE FURNITURE IN STORE

1’ @ exsHowRrooMm
A A ' DISPLAY BED
= ] = MODELS, SAVE

up 1o 50% OFF
TO CLEAR

e s fEe . ¢ e
DINING SET IN STORE' IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY'

Free parking | Free local Delivery with Installation
. & Disposal Available |Family-run for over 35 years
/ Open 7 days! Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm | Sundays 10:30am - 4:30pm

01905 796507 | Rinfo@svfonline.co.uk
¢ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ
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PALACE FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS
THEATRE Box Office 01527 65203

-

RED! Dﬁ'CH opem\nc SOCIETY
presenics the

OHmsm
GA&Q%

TUE 18 to SAT 22

e
LN NOVEMBER 2025
Y21\ PALACE THEATRE
REDDITCH

TUE 18 - SAT 22 NOV

SOUND & VISION

ATRIBUTE TO

| !”) ﬁ._:!_!

i ~ R L

FRI 28 NOV SAT 29 NOV

~ _ Emmerdale &
e THE MAGICAL
: f--.-.-\;_mu_ WARD PANTOMIME

. ADVENTURE

» % 8DEC*25-4 JAN 26
. "BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
nznnnmnumnnmsmux

0NLINE BOOKlNG www.redd|tchpalacetheatre co. uk
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Players set to stage annual panto

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THERE will be plenty of fam-
ily fun when Rowney Green
Players perform their annual
pantomime which this year is
‘Dick Whittington’.

The well-established, enthusias-
tic and friendly amateur dramatics
group will be staging the show from

Thursday to Saturday, November
20 to 22.

They will be at 7.30pm each night
with a Saturday matinee at 2pm.

The Friday is already sold out but
there are still tickets for the other
performances.

The Rowney Green Players group
dates back to 1923, where it started
life as a Shakespearean Society, per-
forming many of the Bard’s works
in the local village hall and entering

and winning many festivals.

The group thrived in the early
years, having great support from
the local community.

With the breakout of war in 1939
the company took a back seat and
re-emerged in 1944 with a produc-
tion of ‘The Farmer’s Wife’.

This was the beginning of a new
era as the players began to incorpo-
rate other productions apart from
Shakespeare.

The last Shakespeare play to be
staged was ‘The Merry Wives of
‘Windsor’ performed in 1987.

The Group usually delivers two
productions-a-year - performing a
mix of comedy, farce, pantomime,
musical and drama.

A group spokesperson said: “We
pride ourselves on our sets and cos-
tumes, having a costume wardrobe
with many original pieces.”

In order for the group to contin-

ue, it is always on the look-out for
new members - whether that be in
acting, backstage or general help.

“Putting on a production is hard
work but we have a lot of fun in the
process.” For more on the Rowney
Green PLayers, visit: rowneygreen-
players.co.uk or facebook.com/
rowneygreenplayers - alternatively,
email Sue Walker at: susanjjwalk-
er@hotmail.co.uk or call her on
0121 445 1562.

Community comes together to
celebrate Sue’s long service

RIGHT - Staff came
together to celebrate
Sue’s 40 years’ serv-
ice. 4225007MMR3

LEFT Head of
Operations Mick
York with Sue
Broughton and the
plaque unveiled

in the Broughton
Suite created in her
honour. Pictures
by Marcus Mingins
4225007MMR2

WILLOW Trees Community
Centre in Redditch has hon-
oured its long-serving staff
member Sue Broughton who
has been there for the past 40
years.

In tribute to her dedication, a
room at the popular centre in
Church Hill has been renamed
the ‘Broughton Suite’.

Sue joined YMCA
Worcestershire, which runs
the Willow Trees Community
Centre, in 1985 and, in that

time, she has taken on a
number of roles.

Aspecial plaque was unveiled
in the ‘Broughton Suite’ in hon-
our of Sue’s commitment to the
cause.

Kellie Dean, YMCA
Worcestershire’s community
development manager, said:
“Over the time she has been
here, Suet has bocame a pillar
of the Church Hill Community,
running the Willow Trees
Centre.

“It’s truly an honour for all of
us to work alongside Sue.
“Her tireless dedication and

compassionate spirit have
helped shape services across
YMCA Worcestershire and
more recently Willow Trees into
the heart of the Church Hill
community it is today - and for
that, we are endlessly grateful.

“Thank you, Sue.

“Here’s to your legacy and
everything you've built with us
over the past four decades.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Winterfold -

a natural

progression

Winterfold Prep School invites
families to discover the Winterfold
Way - a distinctive approach to
education that nurtures
confidence, curiosity, and
kindness.

Set within 40 acres of beautiful
countryside, Winterfold is not a place
that rushes. It is a place where learning
feels alive — where children explore the
grounds, make music that fills the halls,
ask big questions, and form friendships
that last a lifetime. Above all, Winterfold
cherishes the importance of childhood,

think independently, and develop the
resilience to meet challenges with
optimism. Children progress naturally —
not because they are hurried along, but
because they are given the time,
guidance, and confidence to flourish.

With its distinctive ethos and inspiring
environment, Winterfold ensures that
every child becomes a proud, capable
learner, fully prepared for the next stage
of education and life beyond. Families
are warmly invited to visit and
experience the Winterfold Way at the
Open Morning on Friday 7th November.

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL
WINTERFOLD

PREP @ PRE:PREP « NURSERY S

dividual visits welcome

-

AmazipE d'ﬁportunities for child ren-géd 2t

-

ensuring that every pupil can enjoy
these formative years to the fullest.

Balancing the joy of discovery with the
focus of academic challenge, Winterfold
provides exceptional teaching, a strong
commitment to wellbeing, and the
space every child needs to grow. Pupils
aged 2-13 are encouraged to take risks,

s 5 = & 3 e ) oy . e
THE WINTERFOLD W
nurturing curiosity and building confidence - naturally

01562 777234
admissions@winterfoldhouse.co.uk

www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

" A
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Celebrating the
community bus

by James Reid
news@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH CVS celebrated
Community Transport Week 2025
with a visit from Coun Dan Birch
who dropped in to show his support.

The councillor praised the CVS’ outstand-
ing work in the Droitwich community during
his visit which coincided with Community
Minibus Week - that ran from October 13
to 17.

This year’s theme was ‘More Than a
Minibus’, highlighting the profound impact
of the service on local lives.

Coun Birch met with staff and volunteers
to hear how their services transcended trans-
portation - helping others to combat isolation
whilst maintaining independence and feeling
empowered.

Droitwich CVS is a local organisation, run
by only a few people which provides vital
services, including community transport for
those across the town.

The organisation focuses its support on
vulnerable groups, such as the elderly and
disabled, enabling them to access to health-
care, education and employment.

Droitwich CVS ensures all in its care feel
valued.

Coun Birch said “It was lovely to meet and
discuss the invaluable work they do day in
and day out.

“Their services go far beyond simply driv-
ing a vehicle - they provide people with the
opportunity to live independently, engage
in their commumtles, and access essential
services.”

He described the charity as ‘an essential

pillar of the local community’ and added he
was proud to stand behind the Droitwich CVS
team and champion the support it needed
to continue its vital work for many years to
come.

Coun Birch expressed his pride in advocat-
ing for the continued support of the team to
ensure their work can continue.

Tonia Enderbury, CEO of Droitwich CVS
said everyone was thrilled to welcome Coun
Birch.

And she added: “It was an excellent oppor-
tunity to showcase how much more we are
than just a Community Transport service.

“We are part of the fabric of this com-
munity, helping individuals stay connected,
independent, and part of society.”

She said, as the community transport serv-
ice was very much in demand, it was always
in need of volunteer drivers.

She urged anyone who could help by
becoming a volunteer driver and spare a
couple of hours each week to visit: droitwich-
cvs.org.uk/volunteer-opportunities for more
information and to register their interest.

Trustees appeal

Droitwich CVS is also seeking enthusiastic
residents to join its Board of Trustees and
play an active role in supporting and shaping
the future of the charity and its community
services across the town and the surrounding
villages.

The CVS is looking for those who are pas-
sionate about helping others, strengthening
community connections and making a real
difference in people’s lives,

No formal qualifications are neded.

The organisation is particularly keen to

hear from people with experience in HR,
marketing or finance, though applications
from all backgrounds and experiences are
welcome.

Volunteering with the CVS provides a fan-
tastic opportunity for people to contribute
their skills and ideas to a friendly, supportive
team dedicated to improving the wellbeing of
local people.

Tonia said: “Our trustees are at the heart of
everything we do.

“By joining us, you'll be helping to ensure

The Standard, Friday October 31, 2025

that vital community projects continue to
thrive and make a difference where it’s
needed most.”

Anyone wanting to find out more or express
an interest should email: admin@droitwich-
cvs.org.uk or call 01905 779115.

Tonia Enderbury, CEO of Droitwich
CVS, Coun Dan Birch, one of the vol-
unteer drivers and Sarah Murray, the
CVS’ community services co-ordinator.

Transtorm your Kllﬂllell In less ﬂlall | ﬂﬂv % Oﬂ&e/« nou/

with a stunning quartz stone that neatly fits over your existing worktop

Bring the beauty of natural quartz into your
home with Quartzize — the smart, affordable
way to upgrade your kitchen! Quartzize
worktops fit straight over your existing
counters — no mess, no fuss, no expensive
refit. Get the luxury look of solid stone for

a fraction of the price! Choose from 25

[ STt P
A sample of

our many

styles...

‘1 QUARTZIZE

Our friendly and helpful team are awaiting your call...

Upgrade your Kitchen the smart way - with Quartzize

stunning quartz finishes - there’s something

to suit every style.
And the best part? It can uII be

fitted in less than a day*!

Don’t miss out — call now or visit our
website to book your free quote.
Quartzize — why replace your worktop
when you can simply overlay?

Bring the sparkle back to your kitchen
with a stunning Quartzize overlay

WINTER OFFER
FREE SINK

WORTH £229

2 YEAR

interest-free credit' caiLrorpETAILS

FREE SURVEY - FREE DESIGN - FREE QUOTE
FULLY FITTED  NATIONWIDE SERVICE

CHOICE OF
COLOURS.

Present this voucher to our
Home Consultant on the day
of your Quartzize survey.

J Spread the cost of your new
kitchen with up to 2 years’
interest-free finance

Scan the QR
code to jump
straight to
our website...

AS SEENONTV
% %k kK
MADE IN THE UK

Sublect to status: Terms and conditions apply.

Over 30 years experience
Family run business

**Limited period p

<N ‘a o 1 52 7 962 ] 46 q artZize.CO.UI( Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6pm, Sun: 9am - 5pm
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*%* NOW AVAILABLE xx

BUY NOW

PAY LATER

SPREAD THE COST
OF YOUR NEW KITCHEN

Transform today, pay later.

CALLFORDETAILS

_..with nothing to pay
until next year!

At Joe's Doors, we can give your kitchen a

brand new look — without the mess, stress or

massive price tag.

With no ripping out or emptying of

cupboards, we replace your existing doors,

panels and trims to completely transform

your kitchen — often in just two days.

Choose from a huge range of stylish designs

and enjoy a stunning new space that feels like

a Christmas miracle - because it kind of is.

* Transform today, pay later — with Buy Now
Pay Later finance

* Free design, free quote, free survey

* And absolutely no pressure - just Joe’s honest advice - -

Ready for some Christmas Cheer? :( i

AS SEEN ON

Book your free visit today with Joe’s Doors — and fall I
in love with your kitchen all over again. 4804
Y = B —

¢ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢ FITTED IN ADAY ORTWO ¢ MADE TO MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Why replace your worktops when this unique

quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

« Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
» Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

“limited period promotinal voucher: Terms and condiitions apply.

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

We'll pop along and take 9 Choose from our range 6 Our fitters will come back
some measurements... of doors and worktops... and transform your kitchen.

ol

XMAS OFFER

FREE SINK WORTH £229°

Present this voucher to our Home
Consultant on the day of your survey.

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk *

P —
Lines Open: Mon - Fii: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years expen'g;ce* ;’\w
’ L
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Cast on song for night of Chess

YOU COULD see staging Chess
The Musical at Droitwich’s
Norbury Theatre would have
been a massive task — there
is so much in it musically,
choreography-wise and in the
acting.

Director Christopher
Newbould - in his inaugural
outing in that role — did a
sterling job, ably assisted by
a very talented cast for this
almost three-hour show (with
a 20-minute interval).

The Ensemble provided the
perfect foundations - they
were fantastic vocally and
delivered a multitude of rou-
tines as chess fans, judges and
even a press pack.

The story centres on the
rivalry of American chess
champion Frederick Trumper
and Anatoly Serfievsky. As
well as their battle, there is
also the East vs West politi-
cal divide and a love trian-
gle between those two and
Florence.

Kate Green was solid as the
Arbiter — a chess referee and
narrator.

Jake Jones and Paul Steele
as the chess players’ repre-
sentatives Walter De Courcey
and Alexander Molokov were
both brilliant in their roles
and when they performed
their solo numbers.

Jo Hargreaves as Anatoly’s
wife did not appear until the
second half but it was well

worth the wait. Her voice and
range was incredible.

Francis Blincoe portrayed
the petulant and arrogant
American Frederick Trumper
well.

David Bradley was excellent
as Russian Anatoly. He had a
real presence on the stage.

However he night's top
performance went to Amanda
Blockley as Florence Vassey
who captured perfectly the
emotional rollercoaster her
character embarked on and
was pitch-perfect all night.

She also enjoyed some fan-
tastic duets with both Bradley
and Blincoe but the musical
highlight of the evening was
her and Hargreaves singing ‘I
know Him So Well’.

The Norbury orchestra
was also as faultless as ever
throughout the three hours.

There were not many
moments of silence in this
production and the band kept
the action ticking over with
incidental music and hit every
note when called into action
for all 37 numbers.

Chess runs at the Norbury
Theatre until tomorrow
(Saturday, November 1). The
last two shows are at 7.30pm
tonight and tomorrow.

Visit: norburytheatre,co.
uk for more information and
tickets.

Tristan Harris

The talented seven-strong Rubery Drama Group cast staged Murder in
Rehearsal - by Droitwich playwright Angela Lanyon - brilliantly. s

Skulduggery
on the stage

A CLASSIC whodunnit with an
extra twist was fantastically staged
by Rubery Drama Group at
Beacon Church Centre.

As well as the traditional fatality
in the plot, once the scene was
set in the first act of Murder In
Rehearsal, those watching had
the chance to turn detective and
guess who had died and who was
responsible in the interval.

Droitwich playwright Angela
Lanyon, who penned Murder In
Rehearsal, also attended the per-
formance and picked the winner at
the end from the correct answers.

There was a real variety of
characters with different traits and
grievances against each other, lay-
ing the foundations for the murder.

There was brilliant acting
throughout the evening, making
for a thoroughly enjoyable show.

The performance of the evening
was by the murderer - which obvi-
ously | cannot reveal as this play is
sure to be put on in the future.

Well done to Angela Lanyon
for writing the script and Rubery
Drama Group for bringing it to
life....and death.

Tristan Harris

Lunchtime Specials and

Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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So to Carpetwise
we will go
6HO5T
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Interest free *Valid on a £250 or more spend & as an additional saving on

ch{rgglgow top of our current promotions, just quote 6HO5T, until 15/11/25

CARPETWISE

CURTAINWISE - FURNITUREWISE
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Burglary
crackdown

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

POLICE arrested suspected
burglars in Redditch, Barnt
Green, and Kidderminster as
part of a crackdown on burgla-
ry in north Worcestershire.

Two 19-year-old men were held
on suspicion of a car-key burglary
in Kidderminster, where an Audi
QS7 was stolen, along with $500
cash and a designer purse.

The Audi was later recovered and
both have been bailed pending fur-
ther enquiries.

Two 16-year-old and one 17-year-
old boy were detained on suspi-
cion of two counts of attempted
residential burglary and two counts
of residential burglary in Redditch.
They were bailed pending further
enquiries.

In a separate case, a 29-year-
old man was arrested on suspicion
of residential burglary, theft of a
motor vehicle, possession of a class
B drug, and possession of an offen-
sive weapon.

This followed a car-key burglary
in Redditch where a BMW and a
Mercedes were stolen.

He was bailed pending further
enquiries.

A 62-year-old man was held on
suspicion of a residential burglary
in Barnt Green - there a BMW car
and other valuables were stolen. He

was bailed pending further enquir-
ies.

Officers also took part in Vehicle
Crime Intensification Week from
October 13 to 19, seizing cash and
drugs across north Worcestershire.

Seven arrests were made and
eight searches were carried out in
relation to vehicle crime.

The arrests also led to four mobile
phones being seized, which will be
subject to digital forensics.

Drugs, including cannabis and
nitrous oxide, were also confiscated,
along with nearly £2,000 in cash.

And police also shared advice -
via their social media platforms and
Neighbourhood Matters website -
on how drivers could protect their
vehicles from criminals.

Det Insp Colin Berry, the vehicle
crime lead in north Worcestershire,
said: “This intensification week saw
our officers focus on efforts to tack-
le some of the highest harm offend-
ers in vehicle crime, reflecting the
work West Mercia carries out every
day, 365 days a year.

“Organised crime groups are
often responsible for a significant
number of vehicle thefts and car
key burglaries, whether to export
high-end vehicles overseas or to
break them up for parts and use in
so-called chop shops.

“Stolen vehicles can also be used
in other areas of acquisitive crime as
well as drug offending and modern
slavery, so tackling these offences is
of high importance.”

READER POLL: Figures from a straw poll we con-
ducted on our Facebook pages over the weekend
show the majority of readers would prefer daylight
saving time to be scrapped.

Ahead of the clocks going back an hour on Sunday,
we asked whether people were happy with the
changes - forward an hour in March and back an hour
in October - or whether they would prefer the country
to be on British Summer Time all year round.

Almost 800 people responded across Bromsgrove,
Redditch, Droitwich and Kidderminster to the survey.

Overall, 411 people (52 per cent), said they would
prefer to scrap daylight saving time and stay on
British Summer Time indefinitely. Aimost 300 (37 per
cent) liked the clocks changing and the remaining 11
per cent did not mind either way.

The Bromsgrove Standard Facebook page got the
biggest response with 416 people voting and it also
had the largest percentage of people wanting to end

The Standard, Friday October 31, 2025

According to
our poll, 52
per cent of
Standard read-
ers across
Bromsgrove,
Redditch,
Droitwich and
Kidderminster
want to see an
end to daylight
saving time. s

daylight saving time (at 60 per cent).

A total of 30 per cent wanted the clock-changing to
stay and 10 per cent did not mind.

Similarly, 58 per cent of Kidderminster Standard
readers would prefer to scrap daylight saving time,
with 32 per cent wanting the changes to stay - 10 per
cent were not bothered either way.

Redditch Standard readers were the most in favour
of keeping the clock-changing - 50 per cent of the
borough’s readers wanted to keep it, with 40 per cent
wanting to stay on British Summer Time and 10 per
cent having no preference.

In Droitwich, 50 per cent of readers said they want-
ed to scrap daylight saving time, 33 per cent prefer
putting the clocks forward and back and 17 per cent
were easy going either way.

* WHAT do you think about daylight saving time?
Email the editor with your views?

Matthew ]. Elmes & Co.

Chartered Accountants

Accountancy and taxation services

to business and individuals
Bookkeeping

Payroll

Statutory Accounts
Tax returns

Probate & Estate Administration
Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney

Authorised to carry on the reserved legal activity of Probate.
Authorised and regulated as a CILEX-ACCA Probate Entity.

info@matthewelmes.co.uk

01789 549008
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WELCOME TO —

Care Reimagined

[uxury living

at The Burcots

Set in five acres of landscaped gardens,
Burcot offers exceptional care in a
setting residents describe as

“like a really, really good hotel.”

With two distinctive homes — historic
Burcot Grange and the purpose-buile
lmdgc, residents cn]'o_\-* the lictle luxuries
of life, from pampering salon visits to

leisurely afternoon outings.

m PLANNING FOR CARE WITH CONFIDENCE

Join us by the fireside for an evening of friendly advice and conversation.
" - Peter Moore from JPA Financial will be sharing valuable insights on planning for
the future. Enjoy coffee, tea, and delicious cake as we chat in a relaxed setting on

. . )
JP‘A Financial wednesday, 12 November, 6.30pm start at Burcot Grange.

Planning
Take the first step toward a brighter future—your journey starcs here!

B FIRST THURSDAY of every month: Singing for health

i n An afternoon of singing which takes place in our beautiful conservatory.
L First Thursday of the month, arrival from 3pm at The Grange.
B Meet & greet Mondays for those living with dementia

" E’ Join us on the last Monday for an afternoon of singing, dancing and drinks.

Everyone is welcome, arrival from 2pm at The Lodge.

Find out more about our amazing care home and what luxury living really looks like.

Telephone Kiran on 0121 445 5552 or visit www.burcotgrange.co.uk

¢ S BURCOT GRANGE & LODGE
u - PART OF THE BERKLEY CARE GROUP «
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Libraries now more
dementia-friendly

LIBRARIES across
Worcestershire are becom-
ing more dementia-friend-
ly, thanks to expert train-
ing from the University of
Worcester.

Members of the university’s
Association for Dementia Studies,
which specialises in helping people
live well with dementia, delivered
sessions with select library staff
from different parts of the county.
These ‘dementia ambassadors’ have
now been tasked with looking for
ways to enhance their libraries’
environments and activities.

Dr Catrin Jones, senior lecturer
in dementia studies, who led the
training, said: “We gave staff the
confidence to support people liv-

by Philippa Mingins

ing with dementia. This can be
achieved through considering how
we can make the arrangements sup-
portive, so people feel welcome and
encouraged to join in the sessions
provided in the libraries.

“For us as a team it was a great
opportunity to share our research
and hopefully in the future develop
more programmes in the commu-
nity.”
The sessions covered understand-
ing symptoms, the different ways
that dementia can impact on peo-
ple, potential barriers to inclusion,
and the importance of communica-
tion and support. Participants also
heard from people who have set

up successful programmes to sup-
port people living with dementia
and their carers and a writer shar-
ing their experience of living with
dementia.

Since the training, ambassadors
have begun applying their learn-
ing - from visiting care homes to
promote dementia resources in
libraries, to launching story telling
sessions for adults.

Several libraries have also
requested materials created through
the association’s ‘Crossing the Line’
research, to support people provid-
ing personal care for people living
with dementia, to put on display.

Stephanie Jones, manager of
The Hive library in Worcester,
added: “It was extremely helpful,

and the key thing we realised is
this is a really sensitive and deli-
cate part of our service that we
want to grow.

“It has been valuable and use-
ful for staff to be trained by the

By the book - Staff from The Hive have r ived d ia traini

experts because it means that our
responses and resources has been
peer reviewed to make sure our
approach is consistent with the
NHS and those caring for people
with dementia.”

Aldi’s
Winter Fund
will donate
£10,000 to
charities
nationwide
to support
those most
in need

in the
lead-up to
Christmas.

Winter Fund.

Christmas.

ALDI is inviting shop-
pers in Worcestershire to
nominate local charities,
community groups and
food banks across the UK
to receive a share of its

The supermarket’s
Winter Fund will donate
£10,000 to charities
nationwide in an effort
to support those most
in need in the lead-up to

A panel of Aldi rep-
resentatives will review
nominations, with the
chosen organisations each
receiving a cash donation
to continue their vital work
during the busy winter
months.

To put forward a charity,
shoppers simply need to
email aldiwinterfund@city-
press.co.uk, including the
name and location of the
organisation, as well as a

short summary of why they
need support.

Liz Fox, national sustain-
ability director at Aldi UK,
said: “We know the winter
period can be an incredibly
challenging time for many
people across the coun-
try, and that’s why we’'ve
relaunched our Winter
Fund initiative.

“The response to last
year’s call-out was amaz-
ing, and as a result we

Aldi fund to support charities ahead of Christmas

were able to support lots
of incredible charities with
their work across the UK.
We're pleased to be able to
help even more organisa-
tions this year as they head
into the winter months.”

Entries close on Monday
November 10.

Visit aldipresscentre.
co.uk/terms-and-condi-
tions-for-aldis-winter-fund-
the-competition/ for more
information.

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

WINDOWS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

/

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Worcester Road

Kidderminster Showroom

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at
19.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE*

36 Carden Street

Worcester Showroom

FEATURE DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

DY10 1JR (FRN 730066) trading as 5 Star Windows & Conservatories is a credit broker and is

Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886930

S5STARWINDOWS.CO.UK

*Credit is subject to application and affordability. Terms and conditions apply. £1000 minimum order value applies to all finance plans, with a maximum loan value of £50,000 and a minimum deposit of £99. £99 deposit option is only applicable to orders up to
the value of £5,000 including VAT. Balance can be repaid within 6 months with a £29 exit charge. 5 Star Construction Services Limited, stes ;i
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Credit provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC Capital (UK) PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Register no. 704348),

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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BROMSGROVE'S

(D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Trusted BRAND names with extra discounts on made to order items from -

Sherborne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds,
Harrison Spinks, Global Home,

Cotswold Chairs and many more.
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Mattresses -
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture

Clearance - Big brand names at
unheatable prices:
DFS - Tetrad - La-Z-Boy * Parker Knoll « Sofology
Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!!

(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display ¢ Clearance Stock)

SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!
Clearance & Extra Discounts off Ordered Items.

Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience! 0FF wm"“m ﬂ'{lﬂ 1 noﬂ; ““s WHK

Built on Experience, Grown on Trust.

Was £599
NOW ONLY

£349'

Was £1299 =
NOW ONLY “ﬁ"»\

Fixed Top 1.2m Table + 4 Grey Chairs Stylish, @ Furniture Village Swivel Chairs |l 46" couplm sn mwsns
modem & perfect for any dining space (many electric reclining) ) IN l:llolci OF COLOURS

FROM ONLY

£299

5 == E e ——
BLACK 1.8 X 1 0 TABI.E K RED N ! RISE & F : Was £1399 - NOW ONLY £899
+ 6 SWIVEL CHAIRS J0FAS FROM AS LI AS £29¢ AIRS STAR i B IN SOFT TOUCH GREY

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
& YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

& OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week: R SARLANDS

; ; ; * Monday to Friday: 9am — 5pm
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park » Saturday: 10am —5pm 3 Wi

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW « Sunday: 10am - 4pm

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk : boF:.“é’(‘;v us :;;: . "
acebook: @OaklandsFurniture 6% @ seicusonizann b
Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture s © [ %

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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Bookings now
being taken for Christmas

Christmas Fayre Menu (excludes Sundays)
Adults: £20 / Children: £15
Single course festive carvery - Adults: £15 / Children: £12

AF“L‘*CBQW—&L ‘er—£50

Boxing Day Menu
Adulis: 3 courses, £25 /
Children: 3 courses, £25

New Years Day Menu
Adul’rs¢\3 courses, £25 /
en: 3 courses, £25

[

JGildter

The ox Inn Lower Chaddesley, Kidderminster DY10 4QN
Tel 01562 777247 | thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk

The New
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Stay safe this

Bonfire Night

AS FIREWORKS sea-
son gets under way, res-
idents are being urged
to enjoy celebrations
safely by following the
Firework Code.

The British Fireworks
Association’s Firework Code
offers essential safety tips for
handling fireworks respon-
sibly.

These include buying from
licensed retailers, checking
for the CE mark, storing fire-
works securely in a closed
box, and lighting them one at
a time at arm’s length.

Worcestershire Trading
Standards is also reminding
the public to only purchase
fireworks from approved
sellers. Most licensed out-
lets are permitted to sell fire-
works between October 15
and November 10, although
a small number can sell them
year-round.

To stay safe, avoid buy-
ing from unregulated sources
such as car boot sales or
social media platforms.

Simon Wilkes, head of
Trading Standards, said:
“Licensed suppliers will sell
fireworks with the CE mark or
UKCA mark that comply with
the current safety standards.
Do not buy fireworks from
unlicensed retailers. These

fireworks might be unsafe or
illegal, and should be report-
ed to Trading Standards,
espec1ally because they could
end up in the hands of chil-
dren.”

Officers are also reminding
people about when fireworks
can be used.

It’s illegal to set them off
between 1lpm and 7am,
except on special occasions
like Bonfire Night (until mid-
night), and New Year’s Eve,
Diwali, and Chinese New
Year (until 1am).

Simon added: “Fireworks
can be really tough for many
people, especially those with
pets, horses, or livestock,
and even some former serv-
ice personnel who've had dif-

ficult experiences.

“If you're planning fire-
works at home or running
a display at your business,
please chat with your neigh-
bours first.”

Anyone concerned about
firework sales or storage
in Worcestershire, at retail
premises or online, can con-
tact the Trading Standards
by emailing TSenquiries@
worcestershireTS.gov.uk or
calling the Citizens Advice
Consumer Service on 0808
223 1133.

Anyone with information
about the misuse of fireworks
in public places or the use of
fireworks outside of the legit-
imate hours should report
this to West Mercia Police.

WESTON—SUPER—MARE

Turkey & Tinsel

Holidays c»*

——— All Holidays Include ~——
All include Breakfast, Evening Meal, Themed Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Years Eve, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm,
Live Festive Entertainment, Optional Coach Travel & Visit from Santa.

Monday 10th November — Friday 14th November Was £335 NOW £275pp
Friday 14th November — Monday 17th November Was £295 NOW £249pp
Friday 21st November — Monday 24th November Was £295 NOW £249pp
Monday 24th November — Friday 28th November Was £335 NOW £275pp
Friday 5th December — Monday 8th December Was £295 NOW £249pp
Monday 8th December — Friday 12th December Was £335 NOW £275pp
Monday 15th December — Friday 19th December Was £335 NOW £251pp

cean Haolel

2026 Winter
Warmers

———= All Holidays Include «——
All include Breakfast, Evening Meal, Lice Nightly Entertainment, Optional
Coach Travel (Weekends also include FREE BAR 6pm-10pm)
Five Day Holidays
Monday 26th January — Friday 30th January
Monday 2nd February — Friday 6th February
Monday 9th February — Friday 13th February

Four Day Holidays With Free Bar 6pm-10pm
Friday 30th January — Monday 2nd February
Friday 6th February — Monday 9th February
Friday 27th February — Monday 2nd March

Was £239 NOW £199pp
Was £239 NOW £199pp
Was £249 NOW £204pp

Was £235 NOW £199pp
Was £249 NOW £204pp
Was £259 NOW £219pp

Winter
Offers

up to
20%

To book or for further information please call us on

01934 621 839 or 01934 621 829 » www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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Prices Set to Increase!

‘It’s not a secret - Prices are going up,
and after the budget next month, the
increase could be quite significant!

Act Now!

This why we are urging homeowners who are
looking to make a significant improvement in the
next twelve months to act sooner rather than later.

Here at The Kitchen Doors and Worktop
Company, we are doing everything we can to keep
costs low, but make no mistake, they will go up.

Save whilst you can

Whilst a complete kitchen rip-out is not an option
for the discerning, there are some incredible
savings to be made by simply opting for a kitchen
makeover using made to measure Doors, New
worktops and matching panels and trims.

Express your style
with ease..

%

A

Every kitchen is different and what you want to
achieve will depend upon your personal style and
expression.

Our job is to give you some creative input and
style advice to help you get the best from the
room you’ve got without any stress or you having
to spend a fortune!

What our Customers say..
Our customers are the best people to tell you
about our service. Here is what a few had to say

‘I am really pleased I decided to update my tired
kitchen. It was trouble free’ says Avril Pitt on
Google.

¢..extremely professional, and cleaned up after
everything. 100% Recommended” Says Janet
Horsey on Google

‘We would highly recommend this lovely and
friendly company.” Says Therese Smith on
Google

Why not call to discover what you can do with
your kitchen using a modern makeover too?

For a no obligation quote or a free brochure call
The Kitchen Doors and Worktops company today
on 0330 321 0461

It’s a concept that has really grown in the UK in
recent years, and it really has its merits.

No Major Mess

The idea of ripping out perfectly good cabinets
when it’s only the doors that need replacing is a
difficult decision for many, and for good reason:

Ripping the heart of the home apart only to have
workmen of all trades turning your life upside
down for three or four weeks is not something
everyone wants to sign up for.

Covers All Bases

A kitchen makeover covers all the bases. For
example, a straight forward door change can be
completed in about one day with additional
worktop swaps taking a half day more on average.

e - — = -Tutout&keep1--—----—----—---———-

S UT, YOURKIT: sh)

New sinks and other appliances can be undertaken
at the same time, and all exposed panels, trims and
plinths can be exchanged allowing a total colour
change without leaving evidence!

Get A Quote

A quotation allows for an on the spot price, and if
you choose an established organisation, there
should never be any pressure to buy.

We have been mastering the art of beautiful
kitchen makeovers since 2005, and have a sterling
reputation for quality value and service.

Thanks

Let your kitchen show the world its rejuvenated
bright and modern side with a quick kitchen
makeover. Your home will look fantastic and
you’ll thank yourself for the savings.
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Stratford upon Avon Schol Sixth Form

OPEN EVENING 2025
T e

—

e

SIXTH FORM
OPEN EVENING

No booking necessary

WEDNESDAY 5"NOVEMBER
17:00 - 19:00

Looking for a Sixth Form where you are really known by your feachers?

" Our average Sixth
Form cl%ss Size 1S

www.stratforduponavonschool.com/sixth-form
Stratford upon Avon School, Alcester Road, CV37 9DH
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Funds raised at
fashion show

by Taneesha Arora
news@bullivantmedia.com

A FASHION show
on October 18 raised
nearly £950 to help
out Redditch and
Bromsgrove refugees
‘in style’.

The catwalk fundraiser was
organised by Bromsgrove
and Redditch Welcomes
Refugees (BRWR), a charity
which provides practical and
financial aid as well as friend-
ship to around 200 refugees,
predominantly from Ukraine,
Afghanistan and Syria.

The event took place at
Bromsgrove Methodist
Church Centre, with the hall
provided free of charge.

A total of 80 people attend-
ed the show where women’s
outfits from high street retail-
ers were showcased by nine
volunteer models - most were
refugees from Ukraine.

Afterwards, the clothes
were sold at discounts of up
to 75 per cent.

Organisers of the fashion
show were delighted that so
many from the local commu-
nity came along to support
the charity fundraiser.

BRWR chair, Yvonne
Rendell, said: “These are dif-

ficult times for those of us
who wish to support people
coming to the UK to seek
sanctuary from often unim-
aginable experiences of war,
persecution and other dan-
gers.

“It was heartening to see
the welcome, the kindness
and the compassion demon-
strated by so many.”

BRWR provides a range of
support for refugees in both
Bromsgrove and Redditch to
help them create new lives
after fleeing their home coun-

tries.

The charity always wel-
comes new volunteers and
funding.

Email: info@brwr.uk or
visit: www.brwr.uk for more
information on Bromsgrove
and Redditch Welcomes
Refugees and to donate to
the cause.

The catwalk models -
many Ukrainian refugees
- who made the fashion
show event such a suc-
cess. s

Whenever is best for
you is best for us.

Whether you walk through our doors or see us
online, our GPs are there to give you the time.

Get unlimited same or next day GP appointments

and access to our Urgent Care Centres with
HCA UK’s GP subscription.

And appointments are
available within 24 hours.

Gt 17
HCA

Healthcare UK

reoadent

I
Sr

:'”'R hcahealthcare.co.uk/gp-subscriptions
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Avon
, ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

i PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE - TRUSTED

4 Flat roof solutions
<4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt
4 Re-pointing

4 Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

DRY RIDGES

EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

4+ New roofs
4 Re-roofs
4 Roof repairs memng

+ Tiles/slates RUEIY
replaced

UPVC ROOFLINE
PRODUCTS

4 Fascias
4 Cladding
4 Soffits

4+ Guttering Commancial roofl projects undertakon
4 Down pipes

Foon Quititions - All Work Guanaiiteed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google
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Goodbye

Sadly most of us will experience losing a loved one An increasing number of people now pay for their
in our lifetime and, at some point, contemplate the funeral in advance and make all the necessary
time when we leave this earth ourselves. arrangements and decisions before the day comes.
This tends to comfort them, knowing it will
relieve their grieving family of the worry and
responsibility of organising a funeral. If
this sounds like something you would
like to do, contact your local funeral
director today and also arrange to see
your solicitor. Everybody, no matter -
how much or little you think you :
Death and loss is something that is experienced, have, should have a will.
discussed and thought of frequently, but rarely is
the information you may need available when the
difficult time comes - nor is it provided in one
place.

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and
whatever age they may be, is never easy and
effects different people in different ways. But
there are people and companies just a visit or
phone call away who can offer guidance — whether
it be with arranging the funeral itself or helping
you come to terms with what has happened.

No-one will ever have all the answers to
this complex and painful issue but we
hope these pages will make
this difficult time a little
We have put together this feature including easier.

contact information for our local funeral directors,

details of how to arrange a funeral and what steps

to take when someone dies.

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

e gt

. “A family concern”s
ww.thomasbrothi ke
admin@thomasbrothers.co.uk
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Olle LaSt GOOdbye Delivering a Eulogy

If you have been asked to deliver a eulogy at a friend
or relative's funeral, you should feel greatly honoured.
The eulogy is an important aspect of the funeral and a
special opportunity to capture the decease's
personality and commemorate their life.

However, it's certainly not an easy job. You may feel
that summing up someone's life in a matter of minutes
is a truly impossible task. What will you say? Where
should you start? What if you break down in tears?
Will you be a good enough orator to do your loved one
justice? Here are the answers to those questions and
more.

First things first, prepare beforehand by gathering
information from as many of the decease's family and
friends as possible. You may already know all the basic
facts such as age, date of birth, occupations, surviving
family members etc., but call around and ask for any
special family stories or anecdotes to include in your
speech. Everyone will have some memories that they
want to share with you at this sad time and these will
make the eulogy more personal for all in attendance.
Even if you're not a natural public speaker, don't
worry. As long as you speak from the heart, you can't
go wrong. Once you have collected the information, sit
down and sort through it. You will probably start to

e a theme de‘lop. For instance, if most of what

> .

people have told you are examples of how the
deceased always helped others, concentrate on this
aspect of their personality and use anecdotes to
demonstrate what a caring individual they were. Other
themes might include the person's ability to put
others at ease or their sense of adventure for example.
Pull out as many anecdotes or thoughts that reflect
the person's personality particularly well and use these
throughout. Likewise, if the person you are writing
about was a bit of a prankster, it's perfectly acceptable
to recall a couple of humorous stories. Don't feel that
just because you're at a funeral you have to be
completely sombre. Not only will a touch of humour
lighten the mood but after all, this should be a
celebration of the decease's life and therefore it's a
great idea to include a smile or two.

Also don't feel you need to sum up the person's entire
life. The eulogy you deliver just needs to honour the
decease's memory with facets of their personality, so
don't be tempted to take the congregation on too
lengthy a biographical journey.

Everybody is different, so just try and describe the
person you knew so very well but also try to mention
the important roles they played in their life, such as
parent, mentor, friend etc. as this will help comfort all
those in attendance. According MP Everett, daughter

Good
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of Norman Vincent Peale, the great minister of
positive thinking, when delivering her father's
eulogyshe stated: "Funerals are not for the deceased,
who have already been released from the limitations

of this world. Funerals are for the rest of us - those
family and friends and admirers who are left behind.
We grieve; we feel loss; we have to adjust to a new
reality." y

If you do break down in tears, don't panic as this is
completely normal. Remember that everyone at the
service'is one hundred percent behind you so if at any
stage you do feel like the world is caving in around
you, just pause, take a few deep breaths and continue
in your own time. Giving a eulogy is a noble gesture
that people will appreciate and admire. Everyone will
want you to do well but if'you're really worried that
you may not be able to get through it, have a friend on
standby to take over if the need should arise. Just
having this option should calm your nerves a little.
Finally if you think it would also help, feel free to
simply read aloud the eulogy straight from your

speech cards. You don't even have to look up if you
don't want to. It's the words you say during the eulogy
that are important and NOT necessarily how you
deliver them. ; 5 -

“
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James Giles

and Sons Litd

Est.1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family™
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH
01905783188 01527 852213

STUDLEY

MEMBER

[SAIF]
[ o]
[reecrons ]

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE
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Floral Tributes
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When someone passes away, most of us feel
we would like to do something to show we
cared for that person. Sending flowers and a
note is a thoughtful way to do this.

If you are the bereaved organising the
funeral, the flowers you choose will dress
the coffin and the hearse. They may be
placed on top of the hearse or in following
vehicles if there are too many. Timing is
essential at a funeral and the flowers should
be in place in the hearse in sufficient time
for the cortege to set off to the ceremony,
but your funeral director should see this is
all in place for you.

When considering flowers, you may wish to
choose your loved one’s favourites but
florists are also on hand to offer a wide
range of styles, sprays, wreaths and
arrangements. Arrangements can even be
personalised by having your loved one’s
name made up in their favourite football
team colours etc.

If you are a friend of the deceased and
sending flowers to the family, remember the

JTNSE

purpose of flowers at a funeral is to
celebrate life. Whether the floral
arrangement is formal or informal, it should
preferably include a hand written note to
provide comfort, and help lift the spirit of
the family of the deceased.

You will also want to take the faith and
culture of the deceased into consideration
before sending flowers. What may be
appropriate for one culture may be
inappropriate for another. If you aren’t sure,
ask the closest family member you know.

A quick guide is as follows:

Catholic — Most flowers and arrangements are acceptable.
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Protestant Christian — Most flowers and arrangements are welcome at both the memorial service and the funeral.

Mormon — Most flowers are appropriate. However, avoid arrangements on a crucifix or cross.

Eastern or Greek Orthodox — Most flowers are accepted, and white flowers are favoured.

Jewish — Although you may send flowers to the family members’ homes, flowers at the funeral home are not typically
displayed. Some of the more contemporary Jewish funerals allow flowers at the entrance of the synagogue.

Buddhist — Most flowers and arrangements are appropriate.

i1

Hindu - Although floral arrangements are acceptable, garlands are more common at a Hindu funeral.
Muslim — The appropriateness of flowers varies in the Islamic religion, so ask family members before sending them. If
you do choose to order flowers for an Islamic funeral, keep the arrangement simple and elegant.

A good florist will also help you. Please ask their advice as they will be used to dealing

TNS3

THE NURSERY SHOP

519 Evesham Road, Crabbs Cross, Redditch, B97 5JP

Bespoke funeral flowers personally

designed fyor your Loved one

flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

TW] 527 550 700

with these matters.

THE LIBRARY

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE
Seats up to 50 guests
Variety of menus available

BUFFETS FROM £16.95 PER HEAD
01527 546724 www.thetardebigge.co.uk

THE TARDEBIGGE; HEWELL LAN
TARDEBIGGE, REDDITCH B97 Q

10 minute drive from Redditch Crematorium
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Wr iting a Will Where there’s a will

Good
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It’s something many of us don’t like
talking about and most of us will ‘put
off” as we’re not at ‘that’ stage in life
yet. However, regardless of age or the
state of our personal circumstances, if
you care about what happens to your
property after you die, you should
make a will. Without one, the State
directs who inherits your belongings,
so your friends, favourite charities
and relatives may get nothing.
According to The Law Society only
one in three adults in Britain have
made a will. This often leads to
unnecessary financial hardship for
many families when it is discovered
that no will has been left by a recently
deceased family member or that they
simply can’t find it.

do actually own, your ‘estate’ may
become actually quite valuable.
Especially if you own your home, add
all your belongi your car, jewellery,
any insurance policies and saving
accounts you may have etc. You may
actually realise that you are far more
affluent than you realise and I’'m sure
you’d prefer it to be you, rather than
the state, who decides where all this
goes.

Without a will, the intestacy rules will
also decide who will manage the
affairs of your estate, and who will be
your legal representatives and what
their costs may be. It is important to
realise that unmarried partners may
have no claim on the estate (unless
'dependant’ but this can be an

If you die without a will (i )
the intestacy rules dictate who
receives your ‘estate.’” You may think
you don't own enough or have very
little savings but when you actually tot
up the total value of everything you

expensive fact to blish). Even a
legal spouse may have to sell off the
family home just to pay off the other
automatic beneficiaries so it’s
important to think these through
before it’s too late. Also in the case of
divorced or separated parents, without
a will, the state will determine who
the legal guardians of your children
will be and again, I'm sure every
parent in the country would prefer to
name the person / persons they would
like to act as their child or children’s
legal guardian/s in the sad event of
their death.

The standard way to get a will drawn
up is to consult a solicitor although
many people still buy the ‘Do It
Yourself’ wills available on the High
Street. However, do beware of the
pitfalls of DIY wills. The Consumer’s
Association states: "The one thing
WOTS aj naking al

th

TAYLORS SOLICITORS
1 Mason Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5DA
01527 544221 | stephanie@taylorssolicitors.com (wills and LPAs)

making a mess of making a ‘Do It
Yourself’ will. Many lawyers would
say that they could make more money
out of poor home-made wills than
they do out of drawing up wills for
clients. There is probably some truth
in this as there are many ways in
which people who prepare and sign
their own wills can go wrong. This
can, later, lead to long and expensive
court cases to resolve the matter, with
enormous legal costs for the lawyers
and this can reduce, by staggering
amounts the size of the estate to
which the beneficiaries are entitled."
So be safe and consult a solicitor.

One of the biggest dangers of writing
a will without the right legal advice is
missing out on effective ways of
protecting your loved ones from
Inheritance Tax. Contrary to what
many people think Inheritance Tax is
one of the most avoidable of taxes and
a diligent Financial Adviser or
Solicitor should be able to ensure that
their clients receive the most tax
efficient way of saving their loved
ones money — sometimes avoiding

policies and their relevant estimated
values.

(2) Consider who you would like to
provide for and in what way.

(3) Consider whether you would like
to leave money or property 'in trust'
for children or grandchildren until
they are grown up and at what age
you think they should inherit your
gift.

(4) Decide who you would like to
receive your sentimental belongings.
These may be of little financial value
but you can pass them on to someone
you know will appreciate them.

(5) Consider whether you would like
to leave anything to charity.

(6) If you have any children that may
still be under 18 when you die, you
may need to name someone as their
legal guardian.

(7) Do you have any particular wishes
for your funeral? Do you want to be
buried or cremated? Are there any
other instructions? For example, if
you want to be an organ donor this
can be included in your will. However,

Inheritance Tax altogether completely
within the law.

Finding a solicitor:
Please contact one of the solicitors in
this paper.

What your solicitor will need to know:
Once you have appointed a solicitor,
they will need the following details
from you:

(1) List all the items you have to leave
e.g. house, contents, car, valuables,
savings accounts, any insurance

it is also a good idea to record your
wishes on the organ-donor register, or
to carry an organ-donor card.

(8) Choose one or more executors to
'wind up your affairs’ after you are
gone. These can be spouses, family
members or friends, although it is as
well to get their agreement in
advance. If, in the event, they find the
task too onerous, as they well may,
they can always ask a solicitor to take
over.

Signing the will:

Once the will has been drawn up it is
not effective until it has been signed.
There are several rules affecting the
signature process which, if not
followed correctly, will make your will
invalid. For example, witnesses and
their husbands, wives or civil partners
cannot benefit under the will. Many
people use staff at their solicitor's
office to act as their witnesses to avoid
this problem.

Where to keep the will:
It is important to keep your will in a
safe place and tell your executors or a
close friend or relative where it is.
People often ask their solicitor to
store their wills for them.

Keeping your will up to date:
You should review your will at least
every five years and after any major
life change such as getting separated,
married or divorced, having a child or
moving house. It is best to deal with
any major changes by getting a new
will drawn up. But it is also possible to
make minor changes (codicils) to your
existing will. In both cases it is best to
consult a solicitor.

The Law Society has produced a
series of fact sheets on will-making.
For a free copy of the relevant one,
state your circumstances (married,
grandparent, divorced, etc.) and send
a stamped addressed envelope to The
Law Society, 50 Chancery Lane,
London, WC2A 1SX.

Accredited
LEXCEL

#oh| Deter
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BYD ATTO 2

59 |£359 |0.5%

PER MONTH APR

Electric Compact SUV

Book Your Test Drive

Retail Sales Only. Subject to availability at participating retailers only on vehicle orders from 08/10/2025 to 31/12/2025. 0.5% APR Representative available on 49 month Personal Contract Purchase
on all BYD ATTO 2 Models. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle. (i) Return the vehicle. (iii) Part exchange the vehicle where equity
is available. Prices correct at the time of being published and are subject to change without notice. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Finance subject to
status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee may be required. Santander Consumer Finance RH1 1SR. Finance is provided by Santander Consumer (UK) PLC.
We, BYD (U.K.) Co. LTD, are an appointed representative of Automotive Compliance Limited (FCA No. 497010) and are acting as a credit broker and not a lender and will introduce you to a number
of retailers, who also act as credit brokers. They are not providing you with financial advice and should not be considered impartial. The offer you are seeing is only provided by Santander Consur
(UK) PLC but there may be alternative financial products available. If you choose to proceed with an application for finance with Santander Consumer (UK) PLC, the retailer, acting as a ¢l FPdAl ITOke ,
will receive a commission from Santander Consumer (UK) PLC. The amount and nature of the commission payable by Santander Consumer (UK) PLC to the retailer will be dl‘.co 5l toy@u before
you enter into your agreement. We, BYD (U.K.) Co. L TD, will not receive a commission from Santander Consumer (UK) PLC for introducing you to the retailer. -
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Cygnet Song
shines light on
county wellness

WORCESTERSHIRE
County Council’s Public
Health team has sup-
ported Cygnet Song,
a breathtaking light
installation that illumi-
nated Worcester’s main
bridge across the River
Severn.

The wellbeing-themed
installation, created with local
residents, was part of the new
Bridges of Light Festival.

The two-day celebration
of creativity, community
and collaboration showcased
installations and interac-

tive light-based artworks
throughout Worcester city on

Wednesday and Thursday.
Public Health’s contribu-
tion enabled local community
groups, including Worcester
residents of all ages, to come
together in creative work-
shops and bring the installa-
tion to life alongside profes-
sional artists, Illuminos.
Inspired by the story of the
Ugly Duckling and shaped by
residents’ own stories and
experiences the installation
explored themes of resil-
ience, strength, wellbeing
and personal growth.
Significant evidence now
shows that taking part in
creative activities positively
impacts health and wellbeing,
brings people
together and
can help fos-
ter a sense of

Bndges of
Lightinvolved
artists work-
ing collabo-
ratively with
the city’s
communi-
ties to create
high-quality
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SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid

A local team you can trust

artwork with local resonance
and relevance.

Dr Lisa McNally,
‘Worcestershire’s director of
Public Health said: “Cygnet
Song doesn’t just light up the
bridge, it lights up the stories
of our communities.

“We know that creativity
can have a powerful impact
on health and wellbeing, and
this project is a beautiful way
to bring people together,
whether they're contribut-
1ng to the artwork or simply
enjoying it.”

Elaine Knight, arts director
at Severn Arts, added: “We
are delighted to be working
with Iluminos on this new
commission. Illuminos have
been working with a range
of groups from Brickfields
and Wardon East, listening
to their experiences and cre-
ating artwork which will be
used within the final projec-
tion.

“It’s very exciting to have
this projection as part of
Bridges of Light and we hope
everyone who sees it will go
away inspired.”

Visit www.severnarts.org.
uk for more information.

L ngbri duc
3 Roolng s

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

Home-grown

‘mini’ Cyclamen

£2.49 each,
5 for £10

Pansy’s, Viola’s J}

& Polyanthus,
12 plants
for £4.99,

6 plants
for £2.75

Rowberry’s home-grown

quality Potatoes

25kg £7.99
12.5kg £4 99

E: rowberry@btconnect com | W: wwwrowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁFind us on Facebook

Come and browse our newly
re-furbished farm shop, deli
and giftware departments

MORE CHOICE THAN
EVER BEFORE!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am- 4. 30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

M Rowberrys Farm Butchery

Now taking orders for Christmas.
English beef, English Lamb & Pork. Farm
reared classic white Turkeys from a
2nd generation farm in the Theme Valley.

All enquiries via telephone
or in store.
Our Farm Shop & Deli

Now taking orders for Christmas for pork
pies, samosas, scotch eggs, sausage rolls
and all the savoury treats you could want
for. Cheese hampers & orders also taken
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gn asks pet

lovers to rehome small furries

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

AN ANIMAL charity is urging
pet lovers to consider rehom-
ing smaller mammals - ‘small
furries’ following a surge in
those being given up.

As part of the RSPCA’s annu-
al Adoptober drive - the charity
is encouraging people to visit its
Findapet website and check out the
‘small furry’ pets, like mice, rats,
chinchillas, ferrets and gerbils, as
well as inea pigs, who are in
the RSPCA’s care but remain over-
looked, unloved and homeless.

The charity fears overbreeding
of guinea pigs, combined with the
ongoing impact of the cost of living
crisis and a lack of owner knowl-
edge about the species, is leading
to an increase in the numbers of
guinea pigs being given up.

RSPCA head of companion ani-
mals Dr Sam Gaines said: “We've
seen a shocking 40 per cent rise
in the number of guinea pigs com-
ing into our care so far this year
and we're urging animal-lovers to
consider rehoming those and other
‘small furries’.

“From guinea pigs, rabbits and
chinchillas to ferrets, gerbils, mice
and rats, there are so many of these
little animals in our care who are
looking for new homes.

“Rabbits and other small furries

can be very rewarding pets and
given the right housing, socialis-
ing, diet and care they can become
much loved members of the family.
However, they can often be mis-
understood as they have complex
needs and need a lot of care and
attention.

“Adopting may take a bit more
time than buying but it is more
rewarding as often you are rescu-
ing that animal from a history of
mistreatment or neglect.

“It also means we are freeing up
space in our centres so more ani-
mals in need can move in to receive
the care they need.”

The call for more people to adopt
“small furries” comes as the RSPCA
lends its support to Guinea Pig
Awareness Week (GPAW) from
October 20 to 24 , a national cam-
paign aimed at improving the care
of one of the UK’s most commonly
owned, yet often misunderstood,
pets.

This campaign highlights the five
key welfare needs of guinea pigs:
environment, diet, behaviour, com-
panionship a.nd hea.lt.h.

This year’s focus is on ensuring
guinea pigs are kept comfortable,
receive proper care, and are given
the companionship they need to
thrive.

The RSPCA is calling on
animal lovers to consider
adopting small furries this
Adoptober.

SNAGDOCTO

Specialists in Surface Repair & Restoration

L Bathroom repalrs undertaken @ Kicthen repairs undertaken
including worktops, units & doors

© Window and Door repairs ® Brickwork repairs.

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 auote osc

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS &

CHARMING CHESTER

Departing Tue 23 Dec ‘25

Discover the best the North West of England

has to offer at this festive time of year on this

delightful getaway.

Your break includes

v/ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at a selected hotel in the North West
area (JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast.
Christmas Day includes breakfast, a
traditional Christmas lunch, Christmas cake
& a light evening buffet

v Welcome drink

v/ After-dinner tea & coffee

¢ Light entertainment every evening

¢/ Pantomime ticket

¢ Free time in Manchester

¢/ Excursion to Chester

LITTLE TRAINS OF NORFOLK & THE
MISSISSIPPI PADDLE STEAMER
Departing Mon 20 Apr ‘26
The beautiful county of Norfolk is
characterised by charming seaside towns, and
unspoilt coastline.
Your break includes
v/ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove
¢ 4 nights at the Waverley Hotel,
Great Yarmouth (JG2+ rating) with dinner
& breakfast
v 99p bar on selected drinks for 3 hours every
evening (April only)
¢ Entertainment some evenings (at the Nelson
& Waverley Hotels only)
¢/ Heritage train journeys on the
North Norfolk Railway & Bure Valley Railway
v/ Mississippi Paddle Steamer cruise on the
Norfolk Broads
¢/ Excursion to Cromer & Sheringham

Optional excursion to Norwich (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach om@ £359

5 Days by Coach OVL% £419

Single Supplement £130

Single Supplement £80

Go! Holidays terms &

10 idays are ATOL

blication, after
Il &

ions. Coach bookings are orotected b\ Bomier‘ Coach Holidays & the Associa:ion of
10.10889. Prices are per person, bast 2 g a room & hnoured
s may fluctuate. Choices of dale, hu el, tk up localion may incur o

z\

Mobile: 07359 673282 office: 01905 886377

Email: worcester@snagdoctor.co.uk
Web: snagdoctor.com/worcester
Contact us on WhatsApp

Faldys

SLVER
Visit us online at T

BRITISH
n justgohols

TRAVEL
AWARDS
2024

justgoholidays.com/OSG
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SAY NO 10O
_OSING YOUR
RIGHT TO KNOW.

A nig htCI“b COUId open Plans for licensed premises in your

neighbourhood could be hidden from

next door Without you view if new government proposals for

secret alcohol licensing notices get

being consulted! | hcgreenigh

d- SCAN THIS QR CODE —p
newsmedia and complete the survey to

dSSOC | ati on #defendyourrighttoknow
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

CHAMBERS
John Meredith

John’s wife Jennifer and
family would like to thank
all relatives, friends and
neighbours for all of their
donations and cards received
following Johns funeral.

They would also like to
thank Thomas Brothers for
arranging it for them

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

L 20 REA I

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
* Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

WHITEHEAD
Elsie May
(nee Mills)

Age 98, died on 16th October 2025 at
Perry Manor Care Home in Worcester.
She is predeceased by her husband
of 60 years, Barrie, and her elder siblings:
Enmily, Bill, and Dorothy.

She is survived by her daughter and son-in-
law, Linda and Christopher Ayton; her
grandsons and their wives, Alexander and
Jacquelynn, Alastair and Ellie; her three
great grandchildren.

A crematorium only
service will take place at
Redditch Crematorium

on
Friday, 21st November
at 12.30pm.
Family flowers only
please. Donations would
be appreciated in her
memory for

Alzheimer's Society.

CARDUS

James Peter
“Peter”

Sadly passed away at Studley Rose Care
Home on Friday 10th October 2025, aged 88.
Peter will be deeply missed by all who knew
and loved him.

A service to celebrate Peter’s life will be held
at Redditch Crematorium on
Monday 17th November 2025 at 11:45am.
All are welcome to attend. Refreshments to
follow at The Abbey Hotel,

Hither Green Lane.

Donations if so desired may be made to
Marie Curie via
Thomas Brothers, The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road,
Redditch, B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank you

PESSALL

Robert George
“Bob”

Sadly passed away at Worcester Royal
Hospital on Tuesday 7th October 2025,
aged 89.

Bob will be deeply missed by all who knew
and loved him.

A service to celebrate Bob’s life will be held
at St Leonard’s Church on Friday 21st
November 2025 at 10:30am, followed by a
cremation at Redditch at 11:45am.

All are welcome to attend. Refreshments to
follow at The Abbey Hotel,
Dagnell End Road
Thomas Brothers, The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road,
Redditch, B97 5JE.

01527 547777
Thank You.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
T: 01527 831723

info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

If you have a message for a
loved one, call our team on

01527 588688

FUNERAL

DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH
05783188 01527 852213
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[f you have a message for a
loved one, give our team a call

01327 588688

www.jamesgilesandsonsitd.co.uk

STUDLEY

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

An Independenii‘ Family Owned Funerql Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH
01527 547777

« BROMSGROVE
01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH « ALCESTER

01564 822001

%Wn. #

|

0121 445 3422

“A family concern

; W hmasbrothé'f- co.u
email: admln( 7th0masbrothers co. uk

01789 330939
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.
T 4 P 3 Anonymous
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com /
T 7. -— —— 4
FUNERAL FUNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
[ [

‘= Huntleys Funeral Services

Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTO!
Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).

A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable

price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

yolnfineralEtisons yo 58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully )
prepaid plan or simply record your Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,

wishes with no upfront payment. or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

Say goodbye
your way

Arrange an appointment today * Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,

0121 459 9111 excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply

- please ask us for details.
_E E Professionally qualified

r independent funeral directors . .SF‘L?CTF-“ Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery
For more information, visit FONERAL HOMES"
mortonsfunerals.co.uk o WWW.huntleySfunel'als. CO .uk

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

Observer Standard 99

NEWSPAPERS | MAGAZINES | DIGITAL @ @

We are looking to recruit Sales Account Managers for a number of
our titles spanning Warwickshire, Worcestershire and West Midlands.

The ideal candidate will have a proven track record of success in Sales Account
Management; and a strong understanding of the local media landscape - print and digital
would be useful, but its not essential.

In this role, the successful candidates will be responsible for:
* Developing and maintaining current relationships with existing clients
« Identifying and making contact with new clients
« Identifying and closing new business opportunities

Skills required:
* A professional and friendly manner
¢ Excellent communication skills with ability to communicate on all levels

. Ex?erience of sourcing and generating sales leads, over the telephone and face
to face

* Ability to work independently and as part of a team
« Attention to detail

In return we offer a basic salary and on target earning in excess of £45k+ per annum,
as well as a car allowance for Field Sales Account Managers.

If you are interested in learning more about this really interesting role, please send
your cv to: pat.bullivant@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivant Media Group publishes local Newspapers, Magazines and Websites across Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and the West Midlands.
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www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

0132760000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE @ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

aaaaaaaaa

Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School

well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities
set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

GATEKEEPER

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK TO INCLUDE
WEEKENDS)

We seek a personable individual to provide a professional
welcome to school visitors, assist with deliveries and
provide security assistance.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
Closing date for all applications
31 October 2025
The School is itted guarding and p g the welfare fhld

and youl gp pI Appl ants must be willing to undergo hldp otectiol
ing including checks with past employe:

BOTA A1
pb bt ﬂll,

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

01527 588625 + 01527 588749

caroling.hirkenhead @bullivanimedia.com | kelly.taylor@bulivantmedia.com

LOOKING
FOR A NEW

JOB?

Check out
our
recruitment
ads in print
and online!

j Standard

CoventryObserver.c.
Evesham

Obsérver
Leamington

Obséirver

MalvernObserver.o..

Standard
ObsServer
I Observer
Observer
Bl WorcesterObserver...
/
wheve & ﬂ
m/m
Bullivantedia
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: LB = Listed Building

ADVSTD = Wider Publicity, MAJ = Major Development
25/01115/LBC LB
Site: Talbots, Grafton Lane, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire B61 7HA.

Proposal: Partial demolition of front garden wall
between Talbots and Bowling Green Farm. Wall top

is 40 bricks long (Approx. 10m) by 7 courses high.

25/01121/S73 ADVSTD MAJ
Site: Land At, Whitford Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire.

Proposal: Variation of condition 25 of planning
permission 24/00516/S73:

No part of the development shall be occupied other
than no more than 99 dwellings (of which, no more
than 59 shall be for private sale and no more than

40 shall be for affordable housing) until the junction
of Fox Lane/Rock Hill has been altered in accordance
with the scheme for a roundabout shown on the plan
Fox Lane/Rock Hill schematic scheme ref 7033- SK-
005 revision G and ancillary drawings 7033-s278-701
rev C02, 2015804 AGE- ZZ-XX-DR-X-0002, 0003,
0004, 0005, 0006 REV CO2.

25/00900/S73 ADVSTD MAJ
Site: Land At, Whitford Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire.

Proposal: Variation of condition 27 of planning
permission 24/00516/S73:

No more than 250 dwellings shall be occupied until
the junction of the A448/Whitford Road/Perryfields
Road has been altered in accordance with the plan
Whitford Road/Perryfields Road proposed junction
arrangement ref 461451-D-014, and until a pedestrian
crossing on the A448 has been provided in

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D5354 COUGHTON FIELDS LANE, COUGHTON/
KINWARTON
Order Effect: Road closed between A435
Birmingham Road, Coughton and the B4089
Captain’s Hill/School Road, Kinwarton.
Reason for Order: Drainage and associated works.
Order Commences: 3 November 2025 for up to
18 months.

ici 24 2025.
Access & Diversion: A435 Birmingham Road,
Arden Road, Tything Road West, Kinwarton Farm
Road, Kinwarton Road, Captain’s Hill and vice versa.
Access/Egress to be maintained where possible to
businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

with the plan Potential A448 signalised crossing
ref 7033-SK-015 revision A.

25/00901/573 ADVSTD MAJ
Site: Land At, Whitford Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire.

Proposal: Variation of condition 25 of planning
permission 24/00516/S73:

No part of the development shall be occupied other
than No more than 49 dwellings (of which, no more
than 30 shall be for private sale and no more than
19 shall be for affordable housing) until the junction
of Fox Lane/Rock Hill has been altered in accordance
with the temporary scheme shown on the plan

WSP Drawing 7033-WSP-HGN-00-SK-C-0022-V2
Rev P02. Thereafter, no part of the development shall
be occupied other than no more than 365 dwellings
(of which, no more than 219 shall be for private sale
and no more than 146 shall be for affordable housing)
until the junction of Fox Lane/Rock Hill has been
altered in accordance with the scheme for a
roundabout shown on the plan Fox Lane/Rock Hill
schematic scheme ref 7033- SK-005 revision G

and ancillary drawings 7033-s278-701 rev C02,
2015804 AGE- ZZ-XX-DR-X-0002, 0003, 0004,

0005, 0006 REV C02.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online hitps://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications/

Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of the
date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

MURIELTYLER (Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 any persons having a
claim against or an interest in
the Estate of the above named,
late of 23 Downsell Road,
Redditch, B97 5RP, who died
on 12/07/2025, are required to
send i particulars
thereof o the undersigned on
or before 02/01/2026, after
which date the Estate will be
distributed having regard only
to the claims and interests of
which they have had nofice.
FBC Manby Bowdler
(Midlands) Limited,

7 Church Road, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B97 4AD
(Ref:SSITYL109/2)

SALES & WANTS

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

Three Coalport
Fine Bone China

MISCELLANEOUS
—

HORNBY 00 gauge
steam  locomotive
and tender (cat ref
R2880) BR Class
9F in BR black with
late crest, motorised

engine. Excellent
condition test run
only otherwise
unused complete

with original box.
£55. Tel 07415322794

MULTICOOKER for
all foods. Tefal brand
£30 07460 943678

SKY HD box in good
condition £10 07460
943678

SLICER for food. Has

Number Plate
XL17 URA (Laura)

Planning & Governance, £2000
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 31 Oct 2025 Grestinvestrent oF
personal use
079631 43727
PUBLIC NOTICES
EE—— FREE Double
mattress almost
new unwanted gift
07765134148

PLANNING CERTIFICATE (SECTION C) -
OWNERSHIP UNKNOWN

Notice is hereby given that a planning
application is to be made in relation to the land
described below, where some of the land

TOWER Scaffold 4’
x3’ free to collector
07837056866

KENWOOD Chef
Classic  with  all
attachments (as new)
£75 07743929558

ownership details are currently
Property Description:

Land to the rear of 1337 Evesham Road,
Astwood Bank, B96 6AY.

Mr Grant.

Any person who has or claims to have an
interest in the land is requested to contact the
undersigned within 21 days from the date of
this notice to provide ownership or other

| information.

Contact:

Agent - Mr Gary Moss MSC Planning
Associates Ltd

Tel: 01527 546514; Mob: 07715438677,
E-mail: gary.moss@mscplanning.co.uk

e ) T
Keeping you up to date with all the
latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

KIDNEY shaped
dressing table with
curtains and  stool.
Beautiful condition.

£7507743929558
NESCAFE Dolce
Gusto Coffee
machine with
pods (used) £25
07743929558
CRYSTAL drinks
decanter and 2
whisky glasses.

Glasses have never
been used, excellent
condition £12. Tel
01527 500217

HOME BREWING
EQUIPMENT
Brewing barrel,
fermentation jar,
4 x demi-johns, 20
bottles, heater and
misc. equipment.
Wine / beer £45
07910527318

00 Gauge Hornby
Train Packs R2697
Class 101 3 car
diesel multiple
unit in BR Green,
R2579 Class 101 3
car dmu in BR Blue.
Both packs DCC

Lady Figurines an electric cutter

for vegetables like

one Royal carrots £30 07460

Worcester 943678

FRIDGE for table top

£5n eacn in white. Brand new

07807 972981 condition £70 07460
943678

BOWLS for melon and

'Desperately Seeker' fruit. Glass dishes,

'LAURA' set of 4. £5 07460

943678

YOGA mats for
exercises. £5 07460
943678

FORD Galaxy car

seat  fits 2006 | A hostess trolley offers 07355 688601
Galaxy VGC £15 | around £15° 01564
07599403418 773461

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BACKPACK for
school or  work.
White and navy blue
coloured in good
condition £5 07460
943678

COAT for a women in
brown suede, size 14,
like new condition
£20 07460 943678

WESTON Light
meter comes
with Inverlone
dedicated  leather
case handbook £20
07938706175

LOG Burner flue pipes
chrome finish twin
wall 8 di half

WANTED
—

*WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

metre, one metre
and one and a half
metre £40, £70 &
£100 07874193100

DINING / Kitchen
Table Brand new,
light oak Never used
4ft x 2ft 6

PAID £160 except £90

07866695357
MOBILITY  Scooter
4 wheel, new

battery and charger
Excellent condition
£495 07866695357

COUNCIL EXCHANGE

Redditch Town Centre

1Bedroom Studio Flat
Gas / central heating

For further details please call

o

Observer
"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com

1 |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500)
I Details of ltem For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

I (MAX 15 WORDS)

ETHING TO

ELL

|Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)

Tel:

Details (Not for Publication):

Initials

Surname

Address

Postcode

1 Tel:

Mobile

Ready, in
condition, still in
original unmarked
boxes and wrapping.
£65 each or both for
£115 the pair. Tel

07415322794
BUCKET of golf
balls.130 good
quality clean and
unmarked. £20. Tel
07415322794

SMALL Wedgewood
blue plate with plate
stand £10 - 07947
634608

J Email:

1 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £.........ccccocevuernnns

1 or alternatively
1 Please debit my card
Credit Card Number

for g Vi

I .
1 Exp:

Start:

§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits)

I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East,
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B38 8BP or email your advertisement to
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com

Issue No. (if

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)
But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in

a boxed advertisement
for just

£5.75 (inc vat)

3 PIECE
SUITE

brown leather,
perfect
condition
as new

£550

can deliver
Telephone
10234 567890

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)




PAGE 38

Classified

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.directory247.co.uk

The Standard, Friday October 31, 2025

BUILDERS
—

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY
—

AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs, doors,
stairs and much more to help with
your carpentry based home
improvements.
Call today for your free quote!

Call Ant on

07827 324754

AJB Carpentry

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—_—

C&M Decorators

Father and Son * Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

DECORATING &
PAINTING
.

DA SMITH
DECORATORS

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07341 663 655 - 1421 83621

FENCING
—

FENCING
—_—

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SMALL
Contact Daryl
01527 526990 * 07847 898079

For a free quote

CENTRAL
FENCING

Al types of fencing supplied Artificial

and fitted at excellent rates A:;"
FREE QUOTES Cover up unsightly
23 years experience areas

DECKING x GATES x SLABBING
Call now

01527 873 525
07813 092 906

Fully Insured

GARDENING
SERVICES

i |

| )
™ " ]

l U :
GARDENING
SERVICES
L

JEFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

HAIRDRESSERS
—

Hair by Sharon

in the comfort of your own home
Care Home Visits Avaliable

\ Over 20 years
experience

310A Birchfield Road,
Webheath,
Worcestershire

= 07772994654

sharon_campion@yahoo.com

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Bathroonis
IFREE DESIGII &

07971 584 353
LANDSCAPING
L

DA TA

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing  Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish « Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped « Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

LOGS

[06S || NEED AN
FORSALE || EXPERT?
Mainly Ash You'll find loads

£120, £220, 2300 | | OF LOCAL Experts
loads delivered in our Classified
Builders bag of pages.
logs £120 delivered GIVE THEM
Card, cash or A CALL!

cheque payments
taken
Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818
See lolwd. .llxl: at our
www.rhtimber.uk

PLASTERING

[

LC| PLASTERING
SERVICES

General Property
Maintenance

All Aspects of Plastering
30 Years Exp
Call Craig Berrows

0777 1875865

REMOVALS/

STORAGE
—

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

e

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
of unwanted
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

ROOFING
—

MCK ROOFING

o Tile & Slate Roofs
o Flat Roofs
© Roof Repairs
o Fascias
o Soffits & Guttering
® Chimney Work

© Pressure washing roofs to
look like new

Based in Bently Heath, Soilhull
07900 686 746
07562 728 379
01564 651 033

mckroofing1@outlook.com
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
10% No job too big or
Fully guaranteed
and insured
HEPAI available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
NEL Office: 01521962972
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk

wnATHEn’qGUAgp
too small
ALL ROO
Written quotes
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
_@_ Mobile: 07461159012
weatherguardservices.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS
.Azl‘:l;url; Wﬂh (Redditch) LTD

-smmmmm doors quaranteed

Redditch Sklp
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and

ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service

. Frompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01 527 63644

Or visit us at:

@ www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS
.

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving + Fencing * Arificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

01527906577

0800 747 1704 +
treeandlandscape tsGgmail.com
W treeandlandscape

Contact us today

LLS ROOFE ‘
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRIGES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
07831 245 313

Martm Floyd Motor Servi

45 years experience locally

Kate and Martin were really accommodatmg in workmg

DACIA

Stepway
Laureate
1.5 DCI
66 Reg
22,000 miles
Many extras,
FSH
Spotless condition
£4,100
07500138978

.around my work commitments

Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks

Unlts-4 & 5; Woo
Woodrow Lane, Gatshill,
Bromsgrove, B61 OPL

T0 BOOK GALLD121 433 7667

RENAULT has once again
dominated the Parkers New
Car Awards by taking home
four major honours for 2026 -
including the coveted ‘Car of
the Year’ title for the second
year running.

The Renault 4 E-Tech electric
was the standout performer, secur-
ing both ‘Car of the Year’ and ‘Best
Small Family Car’ awards.

Joining it on the winners’ podium,

the Renault 5 E-Tech electric was

named ‘Best First Car’, while the
acclaimed Renault Scenic E-Tech
electric — last year’s overall win-
ner — continued its success story
by retaining its title in the ‘Best
Medium Family Car’ category.

It follows Renault’s four-award
triumph at last year’s Parkers New
Car Awards, further cementing the
brand’s position as a leader in elec-
tric vehicles.

Adam Wood, Managing Director,
Renault Group UK, said: “We're
incredibly pleased and proud to
retain the ‘Car of the Year’ title and
once again lead multiple categories
at the Parkers New Car Awards.
It’s testament to the consistency,
accessibility and desirability of our
electric range, Parkers recognis-
ing our line-up as being perfect for
everyone from first-time drivers to
families.”

A modern reinvention of the icon-

ic original, the Renault 4 E-Tech
electric blends distinctive character
with practicality and advanced tech-
nology. With its 2.62m wheelbase it
delivers impressive interior space,
while the 420-litre boot expands
to 1,405 litres with the rear seats
folded, making it ideal for family
life. Renault’s OpenR Link infotain-
ment system with a 10.1-inch touch-
screen comes as standard, while a
100 kW DC charger allows charging
from 15 to 80% in just 30 minutes.

As with every electric car in
Renault’s line-up, the Renault 4
E-Tech electric qualifies for the UK
Government’s Electric Car Grant,
lowering the on-the-road price by
£1,500 to §£25,495.

Bringing another icon into the
electric era, the Renault 5 E-Tech
electric impressed judges in the
‘Best First Car’ category with its
blend of style, technology, and
accessibility. Featuring an agile
chassis and up to 252 miles WLTP
range, it’s designed to make elec-
tric driving fun and engaging. After
the UK Government’s Electric Car
Grant, the Renault 5 E-Tech electric
is priced from £21,495 OTR.

The Renault Scenic E-Tech elec-
tric — last year’s ‘Car of the Year’
— continues to shine as the ‘Best
Medium Family Car’ for 2026.
Judges praised its spacious, fami-
ly-friendly interior, long real-world

range of up 381 miles and advanced
technology, reinforcing its position
as a benchmark for electric family
motoring. Including the Electric Car
Grant, prices start from £35,495
OTR.
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WANTED

ALL USED
CARS

We pay more for low miles,
low owner & full service history

Please call Dominic

07581 566064
Hagley Cars

Est. 40 years

History

2020 Bronze Peugeot Rifter 1.5
Diesel Manual,
1 Owner From New, Full Service

18,000 Miles,
£12,995

2022
Diesel 1.5 Manual, 8,633 Miles

Blue. Peugeot Rifter

2018 Blue. Ford Grand Tourneo
1.5 Diesel Manual, 38,000 Miles,
Full Service History

e
2019

£11,995

Ford Grand
Tourneo 1.5 Diesel Manual,
29,000 Miles, Full Service History
£11,995

Black.

Wychbold Garage, Worcester Road,
Wychbold, Droitwich, WR9 7PE

07702 798 453

9am-6pm Mon-Fri. 9am-4pm Sat

Please Ring For Appointment To View



Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning
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Standard

preophommales. il fesseemtm
07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken
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LANDMARK

Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
* Tarmacadam * Brickwork * Turfing * Gravelling
* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing

All Work Guarante

[T Checkatradec: Go gle'fil

Years - No Deposit Required

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Spa beaten by league leaders
with Saltmen winless in three

4

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROTIWICH
Spa suffered a 3-1 defeat
against league leaders
Roman Glass St George in a
top-of-the-table clash.

After Keith Kearney’s early
goal put the home side ahead,
Ben Tilbury’s penalty drew the
visitors level at Oaklands Park.

However, goals from substi-
tute Nathan Hall and Laurent
Wilson condemned Spa to just
their third league defeat of the
season.

And the result means Droitwich
sit third in the Hellenic League
Premier Division table, three
points behind leaders Roman
but with a game in-hand.

The home side took the
lead after just 10 minutes as
Kearney’s deflected strike from
the edge of the penalty area
found the bottom corner after
Spa failed to clear their lines at
a corner.

Spa responded well to the
setback as Roman goalkeeper
Rob Brown smothered Lewis
Phillips’ effort from distance.

And Perry Moss then saw his
free-kick from a promising posi-
tion travel wide of the post.

However, the Saltmen won
a penalty on 33 minutes when
James Lemon intercepted a
backpass and drew a foul from
goalkeeper Brown.

And Tilbury confidently

stepped up to convert from the
penalty spot and draw Andy
Crowther’s side level as the first
half ended all square.

Droitwich made a bright start
to the second period only for
Roman to reclaim the lead on
51 minutes.

A fine pass from deep split
the Spa defence as substitute
Hill fired a low effort beyond
the reach of Dom Rogerson.

The home side looked to
extend their lead as Owen
Punselie volleyed narrowly wide
of the post.

And Rogerson then twice
denied Wilson in quick succes-
sion to keep Spa in the contest.

However, Roman stretched
their lead on 74 minutes when
Wilson cut in from the left and
beat Rogerson at his near post
with a powerful drive.

Spa applied late pressure
as Charlie Tilley managed his
side’s only shot on target in the
second period.

And substitute Joe Hurdman
hit the woodwork in the closing
stages as the home side held on
to claim the points.

Droitwich are next in action
against FC Stratford in the
Challenge Cup on Saturday,
November 1 with Kkick-off at
3pm at the King George Playing
Fields.

LEFT TOP: Dom Rogerson
smothers a home attack.
Pictures by Mathew Mason.

LEFT BOTTOM: Ben Tilbury
scores from the penalty spot.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

for final
Cam belt

MOT preparation and submission

MOT
replacement

Clutch Replacement
General repairs

Welding
Servicing

Insurance work welcome
Supply and fit all parts for all

makes &

models

All types of work undertaken, why

not give

us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



