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FURNITURE

BLACK FRIDAY SALE STARTS HERE

Turn to page 13 and see for yourself why we're the
No.1 local furniture store

Urgent action needed

on busy

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

CALLS have been made for a
central refuge on an ‘unsafe’
road in Droitwich.

The bid for a safe crossing near
the BP Garage on Worcester Road
is being led by Coun Richard Morris,
but Worcestershire County Highways
has claimed this would be unviable
and suggested alternative measures.

Coun Morris, who is also the
‘Wychavon District Council leader,
first set up a petition calling for safety
measures by the BP Garage back in
2023, which gained 458 signatures.

The document said the measures,
including a safe crossing, would be
needed to prevent accidents from
happening, describing the area as a
complex and potentially dangerous
situation.

Coun Morris told the Standard:
“Many Residents tell me they feel
unsafe crossing by the garage, wheth-
er they are crossing to shop, catch
the bus, school children for School or
dog walkers, there is a high number
that look to cross here.

“Crossing is not easy due to the
turning for Primsland Way, the bus
stop and the garage.”

Others who have backed the peti-

tion have taken to Facebook to
express concerns about the road’s
safety.

One said: “There needs to be a
crossing - I have seen near misses
where people cross for the bus stop

and cars are travelling fast down
towards the roundabout.”

Another resident who backs the
need for a central refuge added: ‘“As
well as providing a safe spot to cross,
it will hopefully see a reduction in

those who come down at speed.

“When I walk down, I sometimes
think it’s only a matter of time before
someone will get hit by a car or
there’ll be a driver who loses con-
trol.”

‘unsafe’ road

Coun Morris said a member of
Worcestershire County Council’s
highways team had written to him
to say the carriageway was only
8.5metres wide at the location, and
a minimum width of 9.5metres was
needed. Without that extra length, a
central refuge could not be installed.

He added the highways team had
suggested a controlled crossing or a
dropped pedestrian crossing could be
among the possibilities.

Dropped crossings, according to
Coun Morris’s correspondence with
highways, cost around §4,500, while
a Toucan crossing would cost more
than £200,000 to install.

However, Coun Morris said, follow-
ing Highways’ feedback, he would
continue to push for the central ref-
uge, understanding the costs and
keeping traffic flow and double yel-
low lines to support visibility.

‘Worcestershire County Council has
been approached for further comment
but the Standard had not received
a response yesterday at the time of
going to press.

Visit this story at: droitwichstan-
dard.co.uk for the latest updates.

Calls have been made for
incr d safety es on
the Worcester Road. s
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CARE HOME

Christmas Fair

Saturday 20 December | 2pm - 4.30pm

Celebrate the festive season with us at our Christmas Fair. Enjoy a wonderful
N/ selection of stalls, festive food and drinks, entertainment, games, and plenty of
seasonal cheer. It's the perfect chance to come together, meet the team,
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Cloud Zero

BLACK FRIDAY SALE NOW 0N
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20%
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AVAILABLE FOR
IMMEDIATE
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and share in the holiday spirit with our residents and community.

01905 934182 averyhealthcare.co.uk
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Jail terms for those involved
in campaign to steal vehicles

A GANG of car thieves have
been sentenced at court for their
roles in a campaign that involved
stealing vehicles from north
‘Worcestershire.

The four have each been found
guilty of one count of conspiracy to
commit burglary (home) and one
count of conspiracy to steal motor
vehicles in November and December
2023, including several in Redditch
and Bromsgrove.

Eid Ajam, 20, of Blenheim Road,
Solihull, and Sufian Younis, 21 of
Sandy Hill Road, Solihull were con-
victed at Worcester Crown Court last
Friday.

Ajam was sentenced to two years
and 11 months for conspiracy to
steal motor vehicle and two years
and eight months to run concurrently
for conspiracy to commit burglaries.
He will serve two years, 11 months
in total.

Younis was sentenced to two years
and seven months for conspiracy to
steal motor vehicles and two years
and four months concurrently for
conspiracy to commit burglaries. He
will serve two years, seven months
in total.

A 16-year-old from Birmingham, reasons, and Alfie Flynn, 18, of
who cannot be named for legal Grimshaw Close, Birmingham were

both sentenced for the same offenc-
es on October 17.

LEFT: Eid Ajam,will serve two
years, 11 months in total. s

RIGHT: Sufian Younis was
jailed to two years and seven
months. s

to complete a rehabilitation require-
ment and told not contact the others
for a period of 12 months.

Flynn was sentenced to one year
and three months, suspended for two
years, for conspiracy to commit bur-
glaries and one year and ten months
concurrently for conspiracy to steal
motor vehicles, which was also sus-
pended for two years.

The gang of four were responsi-
ble for 11 offences in total - six in
Redditch and Bromsgrove, four in
Solihull area and one in Leamington.
They were arrested from a vehicle
that was linked to the offences.

Det Con Jodi Lothian, of north
Worcestershire CID, said: “We are
pleased to get these custodial sen-

//’ tences and guilty verdicts for this car

u\

key burglary gang who targeted the
north Worcestershire area in 2023,
concluding our investigation.

“West Mercia Police take vehicle
crime seriously and will continue to

\\\

The 16-year-old was placed under hunt down and prosecute those steal-

a curfew for two months and ordered ing vehicles from our force area.”

So much more than

self storage

WeIIesbourne Shlpston on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house build an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

Beyond
Storage

-

D

At HCA Healthcare UK, we
believe accessing expert GP
care should be simple, flexible
and convenient.

Our GP subscriptions are designed to give
you the confidence of knowing that help is
always within reach — whether it's for
everyday health concerns, ongoing
conditions or preventative care.

With subscriptions starting from less than
£1 a day, you'll have access to the UK’s
largest network of private GPs, with same
day and next day appointments available.
You can also benefit from a choice of
plans tailored to your needs:

* My HCA GP - our most comprehensive
plan, which includes unlimited GP
appointments, an annual health
assessment, initial urgent care
consultations, prescription services, travel
advice and flu vaccinations.

ADVERTISEMENT

* Flexible Care GP - suitable for all
ages, this plan offers unlimited GP
appointments, urgent care discounts,
prescription services and travel advice.

Both options are designed to fit around
your lifestyle. You can manage your
information and appointments online or via
the My HCA app, giving you seamless
access to care whenever you need it.

Our GPs can support you with a wide
range of services, from family medicine,
chronic disease management and
vaccinations, to rapid referrals if you need
specialist care. Available at Birmingham
Central Medical Centre and The Harborne
Hospital as well as the wider HCA
Healthcare UK network.

Getting started is quick and
straightforward - visit
hcahealthcare.co.uk/gp-subscriptions to
explore your options and sign up.

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

See
page

38




Plea to help Jam
after diagnosis

;\\
L. b
by Ryan Smith

ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.
com

A DROITWICH pub
landlord has issued a
desperate plea as he
tries to help a family
member live with ter-
minal brain cancer as
long as he can.

James Davies, known
as Jam, has been recently
diagnosed with Grade 4
Astrocytoma, an aggressive
form of cancer.

The 46-year-old from
Worcester has been given
just 12 to 18 months to live
without chemotherapy and
radiotherapy or five years
with treatment.

James and partner Kirsty
Howard have four children
between them, the young-
est being just four years old,
along with a one-year-old
grandson. They are desperate
to raise funds for treatment
overseas to help him live for
as long as he can.

However, the cost of the
treatment could be as much
as §50,000, meaning they
need to raise funds as quick-

ly as possible to secure the
space.

To help in this effort,
Kirsty’s cousin Andy
Docherty, landlord at The
Red Lion pub in Droitwich,
will hold a fundraiser to help
raise the cash needed for
James.

On Sunday, December 6,
The Red Lion will be holding
a family day with an auction
and raffle.

Andy described James as a
much-loved family member.

He said: “Your generosity
will help give this wonderful
man a fighting chance.

“Thank you so much for
your support - it truly means
the world to our family.”

He has asked for business-
es, groups, and kindhearted
people who may be able to
donate items for the auction
and raffle.

James’s partner, Kirsty,
said: “We are all so heart-
broken, having recently been
told the worst news a family
can hear.

“Jam has his own business,
‘Worcester Tree Surgeon, and
he loved his job, but has now
had to stop working.

“He’ll never get rid of the

cancer - we've got to prolong
his life as long as we can and
create happy memories.

“We have a young boy, so
even if he manages to live
another five years, he will
only be nine - we need Jams
around longer than that.

“Our lives just crashed
when we found out the can-
cer was grade 4 - we were so
positive that things weren't
going to be too bad and it’s
heartbreaking when there’s
nothing you can do.

“We are just looking at all
the different options.

“At the moment, Germany
is looking like our best bet.

“'m doing so much
research, we're all blind to
what we're going into, and
we have to get this right.

“I've never felt so desper-
ate in all my life, but we are
so grateful from the bottom
of our hearts to everyone
who’s helped in this heart-
breaking time.”

A GoFundMe page has so
far raised over £5,000 for
James - visit https:/gofund.
me/b2224df45 to donate.

James Davies, better
known as Jam, with his
family. s

BROMSGROVE Police  Safer

Neighbourhood Team seized a car

on Monday in Catshill which had no
tax, no insurance and was linked to anti-
social behaviour.

The force said: “Uninsured and untaxed
vehicles aren't just illegal, they often con-
tribute to wider issues like noise, reckless
driving, and disruption in our neighbour-
hoods.

“This kind of behaviour affects every-
one’s safety and peace of mind.”

Officers have appealed to residents
aware of cars and vans being driven illegal-
ly, parked suspiciously or causing disrup-
tion to call them on 101 or Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.

News in brief

A DRIVER had a lucky escape when

a car hit a bollard and the car flipped

over onto its side just before 9am on
Monday in Sanders Road, Bromsgrove.

Police, fire crews and an ambulance
attended the incident which left the car-
riageway blocked.

The driver of the car and one passenger
were checked by paramedics but - as nei-
ther needed hospital treatment - they were
both discharged at the scene.

West Mercia Police confirmed no-one
was arrested following the crash.

JC
. . GLAZING A FRIENDLY, HONEST &

I | & REPAIRS  RELIABLE SERVICE...

D

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM

Locks Call us for a free quote

Hinges
Mirrors
Misted Glass

Safety Glass

Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories

Log Burner Glass Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

SUPPLIED
& FITTED

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors

YOUR OLD
U.p.u.C. Composite Doors
WINDOWS [ payments accepted [/ YA R

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

0121 €47 7!
01521 vt 5

;s ot

Longbridge
Cladding & Rooflng Lid
Nl shan sor 229

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Market kicks off an
array of festivities j

THE TWO-DAY Bromsgrove
Christmas Market gets under
way today (Friday) with a vari-
ety of stalls to suit all tastes.

The Friends of St Johns have joined
forces with the Bromsgrove Festival
to organise the community-focused
event at the top end of the High Street
by Argos and kick off the town’s fes-
tive celebrations.

Stalls will be run by independent,
local traders selling their much-loved
gifts, decorations and produce and the
markets will, once again, be support-
ing local charities.

Items on offer include household
and fashion, handmade plush toys,
picture frames, decorated vases, sewn
items, candles, Christmas decora-
tions, advent calendars, gifts, jewel-
lery, fudge, crystals and more.

Visitors can look forward to enter-
tainment all day on Friday with DJ

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

Phil from Jammersley Entertainment
getting everyone in the Christmas
mood, along with games and givea-
ways.

At 1lam, St John’s School Choir
will take centre stage. The students
from Chadsgrove Educational Trust
Specialist College will be joined by
students from Alvechurch Middle and
Fairfield First Schools for their much-
loved ‘Sign and Sing Performance’ at
11.30am. The Chadsgrove College
students will also be selling their won-
derful Christmas decorations and gifts
to support their life skills training.

The market also coincides with
Bromsgrove’s annual Christmas lights
switch-on tomorrow (Saturday) when
DJ Phil returns to host a busy day of
Christmas music and performances.

At 12.30pm, the Rock Choir will be
entertaining at the Christmas Market
followed by the team from All and
Sundry’s panto ‘Cinderella’ at 1.30pm
giving visitors a taste of their show.

Regular visitors to the Christmas
Market will enjoy the return of Sounds
of Steel at 2pm and the students from
Stage Coach at 2.30pm.

At 3pm the Got to Sing Choir
will showcase their lovely voices and
local songbirds Vintage Class (VC)
Singers will be performing singalong
Christmas favourites from 4.30pm
until the countdown to the light
switch-on starts with a light and laser
show.

The VC Sinfers will be back after
the switch-on until the event finishes
at 6pm.

Throughout the afternoon street
entertainer Steve Kaos will be enter-
taining visitors with his unicycle jug-

The Standard, Friday November 21, 2025

g -

gling, street theatre and getting every-
one into the Christmas spirit.

And tomorrow there will also be
street food — a burger van, desserts
and ice-creams, and fairground

nds of St John’s, !
S ans s Evans will'

Sgrov ristmas
Media G Ltd.

rides for children. Visit this story
online at bromsgrovestandard.co.uk
for a full list of stalls and more on
the market and the Christmas lights
switch-on.

Santa
visiting the
Kingfisher
Centre. s

Organised by Redditch

Business Improvement District
(BID), the visit formed part
of this year’s festive activities

santa will return to help

Gareth Gates, marking the

official start of Redditch’s

Christmas celebrations.
During his walkabout,

leading up to the town’s annu-
al Christmas lights switch-on,
which takes place from 5pm to
8pm next Saturday, November
29

switch on the lights alongside

Santa also visited Honeybees

Nursery, where he delivered
a bundle of brand new chil-
dren’s books kindly donated
by Tesco.

The visit was met with
delight by both shoppers and
staff and many businesses took
the opportunity to capture
photos and videos for their
own social media channels.

Speaking after the visit, Muj
Rahman, BID manager, said:

Santa pops into town early to spread Christmas cheer

REDDITCH was full of festive
smiles this week as Father
Christmas made a surprise
visit to the town centre, stop-
ping off at shops, cafes, and
offices to spread seasonal
cheer and create some special
content for local businesses.

“Bringing Santa into the town
centre is about more than just
festive fun — it’s about sup-
porting our local businesses,
celebrating community spirit,
and helping create moments
that bring people together.

“It’s been a fantastic day,
and we can’t wait to wel-
come everyone back for the
Christmas Lights Switch-On
later this month.”

>3-4 Your local friendly

* Single wills for individuals and wills for couples

» Lasting Powers of Attorney for Property and
Financial Matters or Health and Welfare

* Applying for a Grant of Probate and administering

an estate

We are happy to meet with y

requirements.

Please call us on 01527 544221
or email stephanie@taylorssoliitors.com
for probate, wills and LPAs.

TAYLORS SOLICITORS
1 Mason Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5DA
01527 544221 | stephanie@taylorssolicitors.com (wills and LPAs)

and discuss your

Legal Practice Quality Mark

ORS KFHHEUSHENVIHES

Lexcel P s

Law Society Accredited

RS
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Celebration
of Winslow

The organisers of Edward
~Winslow Day, are looking fol
ward to next weeks event..s!

. >

CELEBRATIONS for Edward
Winslow Day are under way
ahead of the event’s return
next week.

A new exhibition looking into the
history of Edward Winslow is open
at Droitwich Spa Library and will
remain there until November 30.

Winslow was a separatist and
New England political leader who
became a key figure among the
Mayflower Pilgrims, becoming one
of the first English natives to travel
to what would become the United
States.

Born in Droitwich in 1595 and
baptised in St Peter’s church in the
town, Winslow grew up in a family
which was deeply involved in the
salt production trade, owning their
own salt pit.

His education saw him attend
King’s School in Worcester, and he
later became a printer in London.

In 1617, he travelled to Leiden,
Holland, becoming a prominent
member of the local English Puritan
Church.

Three years later, he boarded the
Mayflower, a ship that carried 102
passengers from England to the
New World.

He was a founder of the colony
at Plymouth, Massachusetts, and
served as governor three times
there.

In October 1646, he left the

A FABULOUSLY festive

craft fair will take place at St

Chad’s Church in Rubery
from 10am to 2pm next Saturday,
November 29.

The event will be full of hand-
made goodies with more stalls
than ever.

Visitors will be able to pick up
unique gifts and special cards for
friends, family and loved ones.

Among the items on offer will
be a variety of cards, jewellery,
cakes, sewn items, wax melts,
woodcraft, Christmas decora-
tions, bags, toys and more.

There will also be refreshments
throughout the day.

New World and spent nine years
in England, where he held minor
offices under Oliver Cromwell.

In 1654, Winslow was chief of the
three commissioners that Cromwell
sent on his expedition against the
West Indies.

However, in May 1655, he died
of Yellow fever on board his ship
between Hispaniola and Jamaica
and was buried at sea.

The exhibition will be part of
many ways the town will be cel-
ebrating the legendary pilgrim fol-
lowing the success of last year’s
inaugural Edward Winslow Day.

The event will now take place
over three days from Thursday,
November 27, to Saturday,
November 29.

On November 27, there will be
an American flag raising ceremony
at St Richard’s House at 11am, fol-
lowed by a thanksgiving service at
6pm at St Peter’s Church.

The American flag will be lowered
at 2pm on Saturday, November 29.

There will also be music and
entertainment at St Andrews
Shopping Centre between 10am
and 4pm on November 29, includ-
ing line dancers and performances
from the Salties Folk Trio, Voices
Unlimited and the Worcestershire
Folk Players.

And there will be a themed mar-
ket in Victoria Square at the same
time.

baked goods, produced by the
team at St Chad’s, stalls catering
for children, a craft table offering
‘make and take’ activities and a
tombola.

Rev Claire Turner from St
Chad’s Church said: “We will
also be selling our legendary
samosas over lunchtime and, last
but by no means least, our raffle
will feature a brilliant selection
of prizes including hampers and
vouchers.”

All cash raised at the craft fair
will go towards supporting the
church’s ongoing work and help-
ing maintain this much-loved
building for future generations.

And there will be stalls selling
THERE will be a host of
J stalls at the Christmas
Bazaar at All Saints Church

Hall, Burcot Lane, Bromsgrove.
The event will run from 2pm to
4pm next Saturday, November
29, with a variety of items on sale,

including ‘all things Christmas,
jigsaws, books and fancy goods.
There will also be the popu-
lar white elephant stall, a raffle,
tombola, cake sale and refresh-
ments.
Admission is free.

A  TWILIGHT Christmas
Market will take place
from 4.30pm to 9pm on
Thursday, November 27, at The
Wellbeing Tree in Bromsgrove.
Admission is free to the event
which will feature a variety of

stalls, including boozy hot choc-
olate, mulled wine, food stalls
in the garden, live singing and
children’s crafts.

Call 01527 570838 for more
information.

THERE will be plenty of festive fun and
entertainment at the Rubery Christmas
m lights switch-on when it returns on Saturday,
November 29.

The event runs from 3pm to 5.30pm at the
usual venue outside the Co-op on New Road and it
promises an afternoon of festive fun for all ages.

Entertainment will include live music from the Snow
Sisters and Viva La Diva, alongside carol singers and
more.

Visitors can enjoy food, beverage, and Christmas
stalls, perfect for picking up seasonal treats and
gifts.

Bromsgrove District Council leader, Coun Karen
May, said: “Join in with an afternoon of music, magic,
and merriment as Rubery lights up for Christmas.

“It is a wonderful tradition that brings our com-
munities together, to bring in the festive season, with
something for everyone to enjoy.”

Father Christmas will also be making a special
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Michelle
Roberts,

Tony Maslen
and Charley
Thompson.
Picture by
Marcus Mingins
4622020MMR
Copyright
Bullivant Media
Group Ltd.

appearance with his sleigh, delighting children and
families as the countdown to the switch on, and
Christmas, begins.

This event is supported by Bromsgrove District
Council in partnership with local communities.

Ward member for Rubery South, Coun Esther Gray,
said: “A huge thank you to Tony Maslen from Rubery
Festival and everyone in our community who’s work-
ing hard to make our switch-on possible.

“Your efforts help bring festive cheer to Rubery as
we kick off the countdown to Christmas.”

Ward member for Rubery North, Coun Peter
McDonald, added: “I am delighted to see this event
return to the streets of Rubery.

“l know our residents look forward to it each year
and | hope as many people as possible turn out to
enjoy it once again this year.”

For more information, go to www.bromsgrove.gov.
uk/events or contact Tony Maslen on 0121 457 9308
or 07505 174044.

The previous years concert. s

Seasonal songs aplenty

A CONCERT by Blackwell Concert Band will take place
at St Andrew’s Church in Barnt Green to raise funds for
Macmillan Cancer Support.

Over the years, the event has helped raise £1,500 for
the cause.

This year's concert takes place at 7.30pm on
December 6.

A spokesperson for the band said: “This is always a
fantastic way to start enjoying feeling more Christmassy,
by relaxing and sitting back and enjoying a light variety
of great live music.”

Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5 for under 16s with
all proceeds going to Macmillan.

They are available on the door by paying cash
or card. Visit: blackwellconcertband.co.uk/upcoming-
events for more on the event.

'

Celebration Concert

Friday, December 19th,7pm

Routh

Hall

Bromsgrove School B61 THP

Tickets £5

Visit www.eibbws.org.uk for more info.
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A Ukrainian girl with a goodie box funded by the
cafe in Bromsgrove. s

SHOWCOACH tours

27 years of coach tours to top shows

Tes getting to fect a tot like Christmas!

December

9 THE NUTCRACKER Birmingham Royal
Ballet perform this well loved Christmas tale
at Birmingham Hippodrome...........ccu.... £65

21 THE WICKED WIZARD OF OZ BPpulse
Arena
A spectacular arena event bringing together
pantomime and sensational aerial
acrobatics. Fun for all to kickstart the festive
season £75

January
13 ROBIN HOOD Birmingham Hippodrome
£53

Pick ups @ Readitch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject fo route)
For details and to book phone 01527 542389
or email enquiries@showcoachtours.co.uk
Visit www.showcoachtours.co.uk
for the full programme

A UKRAINIAN cafe in

Bromsgrove is bring-

ing Christmas joy to

youngsters in the

war-torn country by

funding thousands of
festive goodie boxes.

The cafe at Bromsgrove
Methodist Church Centre on the
last Friday of every month, has
raised more than £1,700 in its first
year, with all proceeds sent to a
charity in Ukraine to organise and
distribute gifts.

As part of the ‘Gift from Heaven’
project, parents and children from
Christian families fill boxes with
meaningful gifts they wish to share
with another child.

They are then distributed to
youngsters in need across the
country.

In total, 8,294 empty boxes were
bought with the cash the cafe sent
to Ukraine.

Boxes can include school sup-
plies, toys and hygiene products,
a bible and a letter from another
child.

The project is led by cafe co-
founder Svitlana Hlovatska’s hus-
band, Myroslav, a frontline medic
in Ukraine and president of the
charity that received the funds.

Svitlana said the children
were absolutely delighted by the
programme and the gifts they
received.

She added: “We are deeply
grateful to the people of England
for their love, understanding and
generosity - especially the visitors
of the Ukrainian cafe who enjoy
the meals prepared by our com-
munity.

“It brings us joy to gather togeth-
er, to share stories and to build
friendships between Ukrainians
and English people.”

The next cafe is 10am to 1.30pm
next Friday, November 28.

REDDITCH residents have
pulled together to help their
twin parish of St Elizabeth
in Jamaica after Hurricane
Melissa tore through the
island, leaving homes
destroyed and lives shat-
tered.

St Elizabeth, twinned with
Redditch Borough since
2006, has been hard hit, with
local towns like Black River
and Brompton suffering
extensive damage and loss
after the category 5 storm
devastated the island with
185mph winds.

Worst-hit areas include

fes Pen, Cambridge,
Cotterwood, Speculation,
Luana and Front Hill.

Businessman Damian
Simpson, of D&D Roofing
Supplies, originally from
Black River, is leading a
grassroots campaign in
Redditch to collect and ship
essential supplies to affected
families.

With infrastructure
destroyed and many residents
left without shelter, Damian
and colleagues headed over to
the area on Monday to donate
their efforts to rebuilding and
have taken aid barrels with
them.

Essential items have been
collected for the barrels,
including rice, sugar, flour,
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Sending help to
Jamaican twin

tinned goods, pasta, tooth-
paste, batteries, and sanitary
products, and the campaign
is hoping to collect more.

The first shipments left
Redditch this week and more
is set to arrive in the coming
weeks.

Damian said: “A lot of us in
Redditch know people who
are affected by this.

“Every contribution helps
big or small. Thank you to
everyone who has donated or
is thinking of donating.

“A lot more is needed and
you're very welcome, please
just come talk to us.”

The campaign, just
launched, has seen gener-
ous support from local busi-
nesses and organisations
including Redditch Masonic
Lodge, Isaac’s Food Bank,

TJ Security Systems, Huws
Gray Redditch, and Paul
Hodgkins.

Redditch’s  long-stand-
ing community ties to St
Elizabeth, where a friendship
link was first established in
1990, have seen Redditch
Borough Council also join
the appeal, with the authority
providing additional collec-
tion points and promotional
support.

The community is also
hosting a concert fundrais-
er at St Stephen’s Church
next month, hosted by Jacko
Melody.

There will be a DJ and
Birmingham singer Claire
Angel w1]l be performmg

a
dd. roofmgsupphes@gmall
com for more information.

9%

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&

pound for £ the
are the best’

>> GABLE RECYCLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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Family’s tribute to
‘shining light’ Katie
after city stabbing

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris
@bullivantmedia.com

TRIBUTES have been
paid to a Northfield
woman who died
after a stabbing in
Birmi

The family of Katie Fox,
who was 34, described her as
a ‘shining light in their lives’.

Katie was taken to hospital
with a serious injury to her
neck after she was stabbed on
Smallbrook Queensway but
sadly died a few days later.

In the tribute, the family
said: “Gone too soon Dear
Katie, so beautiful and kind.

“A part of us was snatched
away on that very fateful night,
a part of us also vanished sud-
denly, when you passed away,
leaving us all with such sad-
ness and heartache.

“You were a shining light in
our lives, you were so special
in every way, you were eve-
rything a daughter could be and
much more.

but we know that you are still with
us and giving us the strength in

Katie Fox was
described by her
family as ‘a shining
light in their lives’. s

The family thanked
everyone who showed
support during this dif-
ficult time and the para-
medics, police, and ITU
at the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital for their pro-
fessionalism and com-
panionship.

“We ask at this most
difficult time that we
be allowed to grieve
the loss of our most
precious daughter in
® peace and in privacy,”
they added. “God bless
3 Katie, forever in our
« hearts.”

Djeison Rafael aged
21, has been charged
with Katie’s murder
and has been remand-
ed until his next court
appearance.

He will appear at Birmingham
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Huge $£65bn benefit bill
is simply unsustainable

WE ARE all expected to
live within our means — and
that should extend to the
Government too.

For too long, Government has
been spending more than it has
coming in. This is unsustain-
able. It's morally wrong too.

The Government is burdening
future generations with more
and more debt.

They will pay the price for

Statistics. More than 50 per
cent of households in our coun-
try are taking more in welfare
than they are paying in.

| do not believe for a second
that anyone believes this is
right. | certainly do not, which
is why | voted to cut welfare
spending by £23billion.

The Conservative Party’s plan
that | voted for would deliver
£23billion in savings by reform-

our failures ing non-
to control P ” pensioner
spending Westminster Diary welfare
and live including
within our Bradley Thomas MP restricting
means as a writes for The Standard welfare to
country. UK citi-
One zens (with

spending area Government
must urgently get a grip on is
the welfare bill.

The cost of disability and
sickness benefits has increased
by 40 per cent in real terms
since 2013 and now stands at
nearly £65billion.

The Office for Budget
Responsibility forecasts spend-
ing on disability and sickness
benefits will reach a staggering
£100billion by 2030.

This is clearly unsustainable.

In this scenario, £1 in every
£4 of income tax will be spent
on health and disability bene-
fits, equivalent to almost £1,500
per year per person across the
UK and more than the entire
defence budget.

exceptions to honour existing
international treaties), reforming
sickness and disability benefits
by ending access for lower-level
mental health conditions. It
would also make greater use of
face-to-face assessment, reform
housing benefit, review the
rates and exemptions from the
Household Benefit Cap, limit
the VAT subsidy for motability,
reform job-seeking obligations
and retain the two-child benefit
cap.

Labour, Reform, Liberal
Democrats did not support us
on this. Why?

Because they’re not serious
about getting Britain working
again.

Crown Court on May 5, 2026.
A plea and trial preparation hear-
ing will take place on January 16.

every way. You are, our guardian
angel. God bless you Katie, our
special and gentle daughter.”

And here’s another sobering
stat from the Office for National

Bradley Thomas

'Your loss to us has been so hard Bromsgrove MP

to bear and so hard to comprehend,

CELEBRATING

YEARS

irect

loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

NS

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters
—=—= ¢ Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
— for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Support for MP’s
police station bid

A PETITION launched by MP Chris Bloore
to get a front desk installed in the newly-
redeveloped Redditch Police and Fire Station
has amassed over 1,000 signatures.

This comes after politicians from across the
political divide called for one last month.

Speaking in the House of Commons, Mr
Bloore paid tribute to Redditch’s hardworking
neighbourhood policing team but said resi-
dents were rightly frustrated they now had to
travel around 20 miles to speak face-to-face
with an officer.

He has been supported by four borough
councillors, Conservative leader Coun Matt
Dormer, Independent Coun Joe Baker, leader
Coun Sharon Harvey and Green Party Coun
Claire Davies.

The councillors have written to West Mercia
Police and Crime Comissioner John Campion
to address their concerns.

They said: “The initial impression is one of
an office block with the service behind closed
doors, remote and unapproachable.

“On your website you describe your vision
as ‘a people-led, tech-enabled, crime fight-
ing service’ with ‘public first’ listed as your
primary value.

“For the people of Redditch, this means a
police service which is friendly, accessible
and easy to contact in times of need.

“Residents often complain filling in an
online form is impersonal and they do not feel
confident the information will be processed
quickly and efficiently.”

They have asked Mr Campion to consider
how a public-facing service could be rein-
stated in Redditch and have pledged to work
together to achieve this.

Visit chrisbloore.co.uk/police-front-desk to

sign the petition.
B WHAT do you think? Would you like to see
a front counter at Redditch Police Station? Or
maybe you would prefer other methods be set
up for community policing. Email editor@
redditchstandard.co.uk with your views.

A MUCH-loved Bromsgrove
butcher’s is calling for help to
replace their oven after one
of their ‘hardest years yet.’

Butcher’s Block, which has
raised thousands for local chari-
ties in the past, is putting itself
first after finding itself in dire
need of replacing its oven.

It is estimated to cost over
£2,500 to replace the oven, so
the popular butchers in the High
Street is holding a raffle com-
petition where entrants can win
$400 worth of goodies.

The butchers opened seven
years ago and is run by Michelle
Holsey-Sheppard and her wife
Lilith.

The couple said: “We love what
we do, but things haven’t always
been easy.

“With insane energy -costs,
rates, rent, fluctuating product
costs, and the relentless sum-
mer of roadworks all across
Bromsgrove, it’s made 2025 one
of the hardest years in business
yet.

“We are very proud of what
we've brought to Bromsgrove,
but we are at a constant stale-
mate where budgets for new
equipment are concerned.”

After raising over £6,000 for
local causes over the last seven
years, Michelle and Lilith said
they felt embarrassed to do a
fundraiser for themselves.

They added: “We've opened

up to regulars about the difficul-
ties in finding money to replace
equipment, and many said they’d
support us if we crowdfunded for
a new oven.

“We've finally decided to put
ourselves first and so doing our
biggest raffle to date, with a
prize pot value of over £400, all
to help raise money to go to a
new oven.”

The raffle will feature prizes,
including one of each of their
festive hampers, a meal for two
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affle idea could help
butcher’s ‘meat’ costs

with drinks at Verraco Lounge,
and a bowling for five and games
bundle from Hollywood Bowl
Rubery.

Raffle tickets cost §5 per strip
and will be drawn at the end of
the day on December 20.

Despite raising cash for their
own shop, the Butchers Block
team will still be supporting local
charities this Christmas, with a
goodie bag collection for The
Basement Project.

The shop is also having a

Michelle
Holsey
Sheppard
(right) and
her wife Lilith
have asked
for help this
Christmas. s

memory tree where people can
hang a decoration in memory of
a loved one with people able to
donate to Ladies Fighting Breast
Cancer if they wish.

Tickets for their raffle are
available in store, or there is a
GoFundMe link if people just
want to donate.

Visit  gofundme.com/f/new-
oven-fund/ to donate or visit
Butcher’s Block Bromsgrove on
Facebook for more information.

* B

VING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

LACK FRIDAY

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

BUY NOW
PAY 2026

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

FRONT & BACK DOORS

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886930

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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REDDITCH BID PRESENTS

REDDITCH*
CHRISTMAS PFIGHTS

* Switetr (On

- Mitch Loveridge
- Lights Switch On
- Choir by the Big Sing

. - Shaun Paul Smith Dance Academy
- Indigo Arts
- Top Box : ‘ J
- Palace Theatre Pantomime \ - f
- Taylor Swift Tribute SN ‘ / 418

y
- Gareth Gates Performance i

. » 04 D "-.""’A\{:‘:‘ ‘ K
Finish CHART-TOPPING STARAND HEADLINE AGT

GARETH GATES

The magic of Christmas returns to Redditch town centre this November
With an evening packed full of festive fun, live entertainment, and that
all-important moment when our town lights up for the season!

SATURDAY FROM N Y
() 29th November 5.00pm - 8.0oim =\ ",’

XK

www.redditchbid.co.uk
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
FRIDAY SALE NOW ON

Who Are We?
I

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with Cloud Zero
comfort, quality, and a personal touch Sotor Wand o

COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

» Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours

* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort

» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service

* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
» Fantastic fabric and headboard options
» Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE - offering honest advice and personal attention FAST, HASSLE-FREE DELIVERY - Delivery often within 24 hours, with free setup
you can trust. and installation.
QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR COMFORT & STYLE - Furniture, beds, and mobility items  PROUD BRITISH BRANDS - Supplying trusted names like Celebrity, Sherborne,
chosen for quality and lasting comfort. Highgrove, and Adjust-A-Bed.

TRUSTED & RELIABLE - Built on honesty, value, and a reputation WE COME T0 YOU - Home visits available by appointment - we bring our

you can rely on. service to your door.
u BT

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT
CHOICE OF SEAT DEPTH

¢ Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic

lgaes ADJUST-A-BED
(L.H. Sept 2025) Tl More Than Just A Bed. .

““Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff

and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!?’

(CB August 2025)

CFirst Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.

Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly
Recommend them®?

(MQ July 2025)

Free parking | Free local Delivery, Installation &
Disposal Available | Family-run for over 35 years
@ ,0pen 7 days! Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm | Sundays 10:30am - 4:30pm

L 01905 796507 | 2 info@svfonline.co.uk
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WRS 8EJ
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
BLACK FRIDAY ALE NOW ON

M 5(C) LARGE RANGE OF
- © SUITES, SOFAS
1 & CHAIRS

uvp 1o 50% OFF

NEW RANGE NOW IN STORE | nePiSi8ns MODELS INSTORE TO CLEAR

Hﬁ@ -m' . AUTUMN SALE
HYPNOS -

AN . .

pgu_m o " 7 R ,

—
LUXURIOUS
HANDCRAFTED

e BESPOKE
| BEDS &

B OR WAITE WITH SOLID OAK LIGHT ToPS | | IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY | LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE | MATTRESSES

20°. MASSIVE 20% OFF ALL Sy
SILENTNIGHT BEDS,

40" | 46"

f PAckage - MATTRESSES &
— HEADBOARDS e
‘ ] = g LIMITED PERIOD UK MADE CORNER GROUP, MANAGERS SPECIAL

WAS £4496 NOW £995 !! LIMITED STOCK

DUAI. MOTOR / CLOUD ZERO RISER
RECLINERS AVAILABLE IN 3 SIZES

UK MADE FULLY ASSEMBLED | 65k | |VING ROOM/DINING ROOM RANGE “Es"“: g::.“:;’f,;‘;‘g::' SOFAS" " MORE LAZBOY MODELS IN STORE.

EX SHOWROOM
DISPLAY BED
MODELS, SAVE

up 1o 50% OFF

) RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM
TO CLEAR o b e, LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE

Free parking | Free local Delivery, Installation &
L EOW Disposal Available | Family-run for over 35 years
S 7\(' - Open 7 days! Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm | Sundays 10:30am - 4:30pm

\facebok
01905 796507 | Rinfo@svfonline.co.uk
¢ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ
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Mum uses her
experience to
help families

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne
@bullivantmedia.com

A REDDITCH woman
has grown a community
of support for families
with special education
needs and disabilities
(SEND) across the
town.

Laura Jordan, founded
SEND Support Redditch
based at Holly Trees Family
Hub, to create a welcoming
space where parents and car-
ers of children with SEND
can come together, share
their experiences, and feel
understood.

Laura’s journey began five
years ago with her own chil-

en.

She said: “I was going
through a difficult time
myself with having three
children with SEN, and I was
really struggling.”

Laura turned to the
Pear Tree Family Hub’s
Understanding Your Child
course, where she saw how

Parents at the family hub. s

much parents valued talking
to each other about their
experiences.

With encouragement from
a family support worker,
Laura connected with her
local family hub, who wel-
comed the idea of starting a
group.

Laura said: “Everyone at
the hub have been so sup-
portive and gone above and
beyond to support me in
what I do.”

Today, with the help of
a Worcestershire County
Council  Public  Health
Community Wellbeing Grant,

SEND Support Redditch has
grown into a vital lifeline for
families across the area.

The group offers weekly
peer support sessions every
Tuesday during term time,
from 9.45am until 11.45am,
a monthly SEND stay-and-
play sessions for children
and families, special events
and a WhatsApp group for
parents who can’t attend in
person.

Coun Satinder Bell, cabi-
net member with responsibil-
ity for health and wellbeing
at Worcestershire County
Council, said: “The early
years of a child’s life is a cru-
cial window for development
laying the foundations for a
healthier life.

“Our family hubs play a
vital role in helping families
build resilience, find friend-
ship, learn about parenting
and access support.

“By investing in projects
like SEND Support Redditch,
we are helping to improve
health outcomes across the
county ensuring every child
has the best possible start
in life.”

Natalie Raven Morris,
founder and CEO of

The Feeding Trust, with
Bradley Thomas and a
cheque from the National
Lottery Awards For All

to fund a community

engagement officer. s

The S

oy The Feeding Tust
E;um.TkW”md g
e

only
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ber 21, 2025

£ {30000

ooty Find
e Nations Lotery Comminy
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MP hails trust as ‘beacon of hope’

BROMSGROVE MP Bradley
Thomas visited The Feeding
Trust in Alvechurch to learn
more about the vital work
supporting children with
Paediatric Feeding Disorder
(PFD), a complex condition
which affects a child’s abil-
ity to eat, drink, and meet
their nutritional needs.

Mr Thomas met the chari-
ty’s employees and parents,
to discuss the challenges
families face in accessing
specialist support for PFD.

The discussion focused
on how greater awareness
and recognition of PFD at
both a national and local
level could improve out-
comes for children and
reduce pressure on health
and education services.

Mr Thomas added he

learnt a lot about how com-
plex PFD was, how poorly
understood the issue was
and heard first hand from a
parent about how challeng-
ing it was to navigate the
NHS for support.

“They described The
Feeding Trust as a ‘beacon
of hope’ — and I understand
why having visited.”

Michelle James, the par-
ent of a child attending the
feeding clinic, said it was
an important opportunity
to highlight the lack of NHS
support and shine a light on
the charity’s vital role. She
added: “The trust provides
not only expertise but also
a place where individuals
and families can truly be
heard, understood and sup-
ported.”

Mr Thomas offered valua-
ble advice on how the char-
ity could raise awareness of
PFD in Parliament and with
local NHS commissioners.

Natalie Raven Morris,
The Feeding Trust founder
and CEO, said everyone
was delighted to welcome
Mr Thomas and appreci-
ated his support in high-
lighting the urgent need for
better understanding and
pathways for children with
feeding difficulties.

The charity plans to fol-
low these discussions with
new awareness schemes
throughout next year.

Visit feedingtrust.org or
follow @thefeedingtrust on
Facebook and Instagram
for more on The Feeding
Trust and its vital work.

i

wow |

Holidays

——— All Holidays Include ~——
All include Breakfast, Evening Meal, Themed Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Years Eve, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm,
Live Festive Entertainment, Optional Coach Travel & Visit from Santa.

Monday 1st December - Friday 5th December
Friday 5th December — Monday 8th December
Monday 8th December — Friday 12th December
Friday 12th December - Monday 15th December
Monday 15th December — Friday 19th December

The New

WESTON—SUPER—MARE

Turkey & Tinsel

s

Was £335 NOW £275pp
Was £295 NOW £249pp
Was £335 NOW £275pp
Was £295 NOW £249pp
Was £335 NOW £251pp

Five Day Holidays

Monday 26th January — Friday 30th January
Monday 2nd February — Friday 6th February
Monday 9th February — Friday 13th February

Friday 30th January — Monday 2nd February
Friday 6th February — Monday 9th February
Friday 27th February — Monday 2nd March

Was £239 NOW £199pp

Was £239 NOW £199pp

Was £249 NOW £204pp
Four Day Holidays With Free Bar 6pm-10pm

Was £235 NOW £199pp

Was £249 NOW £204pp

Was £259 NOW £219pp

cean Haolel

2026 Winter
Warmers

———= All Holidays Include «——

All include Breakfast, Evening Meal, Lice Nightly Entertainment, Optional
Coach Travel (Weekends also include FREE BAR 6pm-10pm)

Winter
Offers

up to
20%

To book or for further information please call us on

01934 621 839 or 01934 621 829 » www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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aklands Furniture is

proud to be your local,

family-run furniture
specialists, serving
Bromsgrove, Droitwich,
Redditch and all surrounding
areas with over 35 years
experience.

We've built our reputation on trusted
brands, quality products, and the kind
of personal service you won't find in
national chains.

This Black Friday, our showroom is
packed with unmissable offers,
including EXTRA DISCOUNTS
throughout the store for a limited time
only.

Our large showroom on Sherwood Road
features beautifully crafted furniture for
every room — including a dedicated Bed
Showroom with leading names such as
Harrison Spinks, Silentnight,
Highgrove, and more. Whether you're
choosing a new bed, mattress, or
bedroom furniture, our experienced team
is here to help.

We also showcase a wide selection of
sofas and upholstery from trusted names

including Sherborne Upholstery,
Buoyant Upholstery, and La-Z-Boy,
along with a stylish range of dining
furniture, occasional pieces, mirrors,
lighting and accessories.

For unbeatable value, don’t miss our
huge on-site Clearance Outlet, with
savings of up to 60% off many leading
high street brands.

What sets Oaklands apart is our
commitment to customer care. We offer a
warm, relaxed shopping experience, free
on-site parking, and our own local
delivery team who can deliver and set up
your furniture — making the whole
process simple and stress-free.

We are also pleased to offer a Furniture
Disposal Service, making your upgrade
even easier.

In a fast-changing retail world, Oaklands
Furniture remains committed to quality,
value, and service — with family-run
principles at the heart of everything we
do.

Visit us in-store to discover our Black
Friday Offers — this is one event you
won’t want to miss.

ADVERTISEMENT

Black Friday at Oaklands Furniture —
huge savings across every department

DAKLANDS

FURNITURE

Oaklands Furiture Limited s anIntroducer Appointed Representative of Ideal Sales Solutions Lt

BROMSGROVE’S

DAKLANDS

FURNITURE

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE
Units 34-35 Aston Fields Trading Park,
Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk

OPEN 7 DAYS

Open Bank Holiday
Monday 10-5PM

Tel: 01527 872202

Open: Mon - Friday 9am - 5pm
Sat 10am - 5pm * Sun 10am - 4pm

/2 IdealdFinance. dea Sales Solutions Ltd s a credit broker and not a ender (FRN 703401). Finance avalable subject to tatus.
rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the
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bin roll-out

OVER the past few weeks
— and until next month -
Bromsgrove District Council
has been delivering new bins
to 30,000 homes.

With the implementation, the
Standard held a question and
answer session with the authority’s
Assistant Director for Environmental
Services, Simon Parry, to find out
all residents need to know about the
bins and their collections.

Q: What exactly are the chang-
es being made to the bins?

A: We're replacing all old ‘dia-
mond’ style bins, identifiable by
the large pocket on the outside,
starting with grey (residual waste)
and green (recycling) bins. Brown
garden waste bins will follow before
the 2026 service restarts.

All new bins have grey bodies
with coloured lids:

* Green lid: recycling (paper,
card, cans, jars, bottles, tubs, trays,
pots, lids)

* Grey lid: residual waste

* Brown lid: garden waste (for
subscribers)

Q: How are the bins being
created?

A: We're replacing bins round-
by-round. Each round covers a geo-
graphical area, for green and grey
bin collections two weeks.

New bins are delivered and
assembled usually in advance, and
old bins are broken down and col-
lected immediately after they're
emptied.

In this way we're replacing around
3,000 bins a week for 20 weeks,
plus additional ‘mop-up’ collections
for missed or delayed bins.

Q: Do I have to do anything as
part of the change?

A: No. When it’s your turn, you
don’t need to do anything very
special.

Just put your old bin out on your
usual collection day, leave it out,
and we’ll take care of the rest. We’ll
aim to collect the old one shortly
after it’s been emptied.
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river Shaun Hathaway and Coun Petr Whittaker with some of the new bins which are -

aking their way across Brromsgrove district. Picti

Ensuring your old bin has been
put out for collection and emptied,
even if not full, really helps the effi-
ciency of the process and reduces
the need for mop up rounds.

Q: Why are the changes being
made?

A: The old bin type is obsolete.
We were the last council in the
UK still using them, which made
it impossible to source compatible
vehicles and parts.

Switching to UK-standard bins
allows us to modernise our fleet and
improve service reliability.

Q: What if my bin is all the
same colour?
A: Don’t worry - it’s the shape

that matters. If your bin has the
large pocket on the outside, it must
be replaced. If not, it's OK.

New bins have coloured lids, but
their body is always grey to save
costs.

Q: How will this improve
Bromsgrove District’s bin serv-
ice?

A: Standardising bins means
fewer breakdowns, better reliabil-
ity, and in a pinch access to shared
resources like rented vehicles or
those of neighbouring councils.

It also allows us to upgrade our
fleet and avoid the rising costs of
maintaining outdated equipment.
Most importantly, it ensures we can
continue collecting bins in future.

y Marcus Mingins 3725008 MMR

The old ones will soon be unserv-
iceable!

Q: Is there anything else resi-
dents should know?

A: While the rollout is carefully
planned, things don’t always go per-
fectly. Missed bins, access issues,
or delays are expected.

That’s why we also have dedi-
cated resources doing ‘mop-up’ bin
deliveries and collections through-
out the week, including Saturdays,
to minimise disruption.

We're advising people to check
our special web page - www.
bromsgrove.gov.uk/NewBins2025 -
to see if their area is up next, and
there is a reporting form there for
any issues.

L

- Lunchtime Specials and

"% Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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The Woodlands Suite Th%

Private Care at The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital
Orthopaedic Hgspita| NHS Foundation Trust

Joint replacements,
without the long wait.

Let’s talk about options to support you at
The Woodlands Suite, Birmingham.
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PCC shocked
by decision

to axe

THE GOVERNMENT has
announced that Police and
Crime Commissioners (PCC)
across the country will be abol-
ished.

The Home Office have said that
removing the role will save the tax-
payer at least $100million, and at
least $20million will be reinvested into
policing every year.

Since 2012, PCCs have been elected
to hold forces to account, but figures
gathered by the Home Office suggest
that turnout at the polls and public
knowledge of who their local PCC is
has been incredibly low.

Their roles will be absorbed by
regional mayors wherever possible,
and in areas not covered by a mayor,
this role will be taken on by elected
council leaders.

The transition to the new model will
happen at the end of the next electoral
cycle in 2028.

PCC for West Mercia John Campion
said the announcement came as sur-
prise.

“As the voice of the public and
victims in policing, supporting and
challenging our extraordinary police
service, I remain deeply committed
to ensuring this work continues until
2028 when the term was always due to
finish,” he added.. “If the Government
has identified a better way to achieve

role

these outcomes, I will fully engage
in that debate to ensure the public
remains at the heart of this function.

“I will continue to focus on deliv-
ering for the communities of West
Mercia - this has not changed and will
not change. As a result of the record
number of police officers I have deliv-
ered, with crime continuing to fall, my
mission remains to ensure our commu-
nities receive the full benefit.

“Whilst the discussions will continue
around how this important public serv-
ice is governed — I want to pay tribute
to the extraordinary people who make
up West Mercia Police and those who
support my commissionership in my
office.”

Home Secretary, Shabana Mahmood,
said: “The introduction of Police and
Crime Commissioners by the last
Government was a failed experiment.

“I will introduce new reforms so
police are accountable to their local
mayoralues or local councils. The sav-
ings will fund more neighbourhood
police on the beat across the country,
fighting crime and protecting our com-
munities. I would like to recognise the
efforts of all current and former Police
and Crime Commissioners, and thank
them. These individuals served their
communities and will continue to do
so until they have completed their cur-
rent terms.”
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College among sites to install trauma kits

AROUND 100 trauma kits
have been installed in commu-
nity spaces across the county,
thanks to funding from the
Worcestershire County Council
Public Health Team.

The scheme began in
November 2024 as part of
actions to support the intro-
duction of the Protection of
Premises Bill and is designed to
ensure that communities are pre-
pared for emergency situations.

A trauma kit can be used by
anyone the need for training and
is equipped with trauma dress-
ings and tourniquets to allow
people to respond quickly and
confidently to incidents before
the paramedics arrive.

Councillor Satinder Bell,

cabinet member with responsibil-
ity for health and wellbeing at
Worcestershire County Council,
said: “This is about being pre-
pared, not alarmed. Trauma Kkits
are a practical tool that can be
used in a variety of situations.

“They’re part of our wider
commitment to supporting well-
being, safety, and emergency
preparedness.”

The Heart of Worcestershire
College were among the first to
apply for the life-saving kits and
have now installed six in cam-
puses across Worcestershire.

A spokesperson said: “As part
of our commitment to safety
and community wellbeing, Heart
of Worcestershire College has
installed trauma kits across our

campuses in alignment with
Martyn’s Law.

“We're proud to lead by exam-
ple, ensuring our facilities are
prepared for emergencies while
supporting the wider community.
Already, staff and students have
told us they feel more secure
knowing life- savmg equipment is
close at hand.”

Funding is still available to
allow community spaces such as
shops, schools, colleges, enter-
tainment venues, tourist attrac-
tions, and hotels, to purchase a
kit.

Visit worcestershire.gov.uk/
council-services/communities/
community-safety/protect-protec-
tion-premises-terrorism-bill for
more information or to apply.

Best of
British
The Lioyds
British Business

Excellence
Awards 2025

the UK’s largest
busmess awards
programme, the Lloyds

British Business Excellence
Awards champions resilience,
innovation, and creativity in the
business community.

2025 saw 20 coveted categories to choose
from including Small Business of the Year,
Scale Up Business of the Year, Sustainable
Business of the Year, and The Purpose
Before Profit Award.

This year, Redditch was well represented
by local independent business Bainbridge
Bespoke Opticians, who were finalists for
The Customer Loyalty Award.

Nominees had to first submit a lengthy
application form, supported with case
study examples and testimonials. Finalists
were then asked to present to a panel of
expert judges at Ten Trinity Square Private
Club in London. Networking opportunities
for those shortlisted saw visits to the House

of Commons and BAFTA in London’s West
End.

The grand awards ceremony was held at
Grosvenor House, Park Lane, on Tuesday
11th  November. Over 1100 guests
gathered in one of the largest ballrooms in
London for an evening of celebration.

Blind young musician, Lucy the Pianist,
opened the show before Chancellor
Rachel Reeves’ congratulatory video

ADVERTISEMENT

message appeared on the big screen. Tv
presenter Ranvir Singh interviewed
broadcaster Louis Theroux live on stage,
and comedian Josh Berry provided light
entertainment. A silent charity auction
raised money for Crisis, whose vital work
helps people experiencing homelessness
across the UK.

UK-wide travel
experience experts,
Travel Counsellors,
walked away as the
worthy winner of The
Customer  Loyalty
Award. It's a win for
Redditch, as the

has
independent representatives in Redditch
and the surrounding areas. Local talent
was further represented by finalist Ski
Astons, who are Worcester-based school
ski trips and training specialists.

company

Visit
www.britishbusil Il ds.
co.uk for more information.
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We are a family-run
opticians with over 40
years of experience.

We are a small and friendly team
dedicated

to consistently providing the highest
level of service.

Look out for the big orange glasses Reasons to visit us:
on EveSh am Road ! 45 minute eye examinations as standard

. ) ] ’ . Advanced technology and equipment
After 35 amazing years in the Kingfisher Shopping Centre, we Relaxed and homely environment

have finally found a place to call home! We are ready and Refreshments including our famous ‘specucchino’

waiting to welcome you at 679 Evesham Road, Redditch, Complimentary styling with colour analysis
Worcestershire B97 5LJ. Beautiful niche frames sourced world-wide
! A 60 day ‘love your glasses’ guarantee
Eyecare plan with 10% off all eyewear

Want to see what we are all about? Flexible interest-free payment plans
We would love to meet you and show you why we are 400 5 star google reviews across hoth practices
multi-award-winning opticians and eyewear stylists. FREE parking, a disabled space and a bike shelter

Book your eye examination
OO or styling consultation N OW! Finalists...

Redditch: Harborne; 2hetome
info@bainbridgebespokeopticians.co.uk i 2
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Stagecoach Redditch students on stage at The Shaftesbury Theatre. s

HITTING THE WEST END: STUDENTS from
Stagecoach Performing Arts in Redditch trav-
elled up to London to perform on the West
End stage.

The 14 young performers, aged between
11 and 18 years old all from the town and
the surrounding areas, rehearsed tirelessly
to perfect their Michael Jackson inspired
performance.

The musical medley, curated and directed
Stagecoach Redditch teacher Cassie Rivett,
featured sings from the West End Smash Hit
MJ the Musical.

The performance was part of Stagecoach
Live. The event brings together Stagecoach
Schools and students from across the coun-
try, giving them the once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to perform on a West End Stage in

front of a packed house.

Stagecoach Redditch Principal Michelle
Westwood said she was impressed with her
student’s enthusiasm and dedication.

She said: “On the day the students repre-
sented Stagecoach Redditch with exemplary
performance, behaviour and attitude.

“As their principal I was so proud to see
them absolutely smash their performance on
stage.

“And it’s been a joy to see the new friend-
ships that have been created during the
rehearsal process.

“They were a fantastic and supportive
team.

“All the students and their families had a
wonderful day and we have new memories
that will last a lifetime.”
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Bright idea to
help children
stay a bit safer

WITH THE nights drawing in, a
total of 15,000 reflective stickers are
being given to schoolchildren across
the country.

The drive is part of Howden insur-
ance’s ‘Street Wise’ safety campaign and
aims to boost visibility during darker
months and protect young pedestrians
on their journeys to and from school.

The move coincides with Road Safety
Week 2025 which runs from November
16 to 22.

Every winter, the risk of road accidents
increases. Tragically, young pedestrians
are among the most vulnerable.

According to the 2024 reported road
casualties in Great Britain, 409 pedestrians
lost their lives in crashes last year.

More than 19,000 pedestrians were injured,
with children aged 16 and under making up
11 per cent of all casualties. Most incidents
happen during morning and evening com-
muting hours.

Visibility is key to safety. To help children
stand out, local Howden branches across
England, Scotland and Wales are giving away
free owl reflector stickers.

These fun, stick-on companions are
designed to make youngsters more visible
to drivers, especially during the busy school
run.

Among the branches taking part are those
in Bromsgrove, Kidderminster, Malvern,
Evesham, Solihull, Shirley, Stratford-upon-

Avon, Leamington Spa and Birmingham.

Matt Hillier, Howden’s Tooting centre man-
ager, said: “We believe no child should be
part of these statistics.

“That’s why more than 100 UK high street
Howden branches will give away Street Wise
hi-visibility owls - fun, reflective companions
designed to stick onto bags, coats, or bikes.

“They’re bright, bold, and built to help kids
stand out in low light.

“Whether it’s the school run, a trip to the
park, or walking home from a friend’s house,
being visible can make all the difference.

“Pop into branch to collect your sticker and
help us light up the streets — one bright owl
at a time.”

Visit howdeninsurance.co.uk for more on
Howden'’s ‘Street Wise’ campaign.

The Will Partners

v

=
UK Legal
Awards 2025

news
e ¥
. -

0% @&
- discount
- with this
advert

Wills, Trusts & Power

of Attorney
OR

Free review of your

existing Will

e Protect your home and
everything that you have worked
hard for...

Friendly, experienced and
genuine local people

e Free Home Visits

Call us Today

01527 877313
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ng Nursery, Farm Shop, : utcfnery, Deli and Restaurant

Home-Grown Poinsettia's

£5 99 each or 2 for £10
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Home-Grown Cyclamen

XL £4.99 each,
mini £2 49 each or 5Vfor £10
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Have you v1s1ted our new

Chocolate
Counter?
Over 45 hand finished

Belgian chocolates
including vegan, vegetarian
and reduced sugar.

Hot food is served
8.30am till 3.30pm daily!

Bl Visit us for all your essentials this ot

Christmas! More choice than ever
il before in our deli, farm shop and
giftware ranges.
Bespoke hampers, cards and
sweet treats all under one roof!
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| pies, samosas, scotch eggs, sausage rolls
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30am-5:00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm

Sunday: 8.30am-4:30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

%'| Rowberrys Farm Butchery

Now taking orders for Christmas.
English beef, English Lamb & Pork. Farm
reared classic white Turkeys from a
2nd generation farm in the Theme Valley.

All enquiries via telephone
» or in store.

Our Farm Shop & Deli

Now taking orders for Christmas for pork

and all the savoury treats you could want
for. Cheese hampers & orders also taken

MORE CHOlCE THAN EVER BEFORE'

AR LAY

}‘Lq“f‘ ’

AN :;7;~‘= ' ,II‘A‘M.&! "H \JA Wﬂr;i ("1

Our Restaurant

serves a wide variety of
home-cooked meals,
breakfasts, puddings, cakes
and afternoon teas

Quahty hand made
Holly Wreaths.

QUALITY
POTATOES
PRICES FROM

£7.99 FOR 25KG %

-

~

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk |ﬁ Find us on Facebook
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School solar panel

scheme will help
slash energy costs

SCHOOLS across Worcester-
shire will be able to cut their
energy bills after signing up
to the Great British Energy
solar panels scheme.

Six schools across the county are
among 250 across England which
will benefit from the funding by
Great British Energy and the UK
Government.

It will lead to millions of pounds
worth of savings across the country
which will then be able to be rein-
vested back into education.

Among the schools are three
in Worcester - Carnforth School,
Honeywell Primrary and Hollymount
School.

Also included are Moons Moat
First in Redditch, St George's C
of E School in Kidderminster and
Wolverley CE Secondary School
and Sixth Form.

Pupils across the country will
benefit from more cash for text-
books and teaching, as Great British
Energy’s solar roll-out continues to
help schools cut their energy bills.

It comes as part of an expanded
scheme to fund solar panels for NHS
sites, military sites and schools.

The schools involved will get a
share of up to £100million in fund-
ing from Great British Energy and

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

the Government for the new solar
panels and other energy efficiency
measures.

A total of 23 schools have now
installed Great British Energy solar
panels and are cutting their energy
bills. This has allowed savings to be
reinvested in school services as part
of the government’s clean energy
superpower mission, enabling com-
munities to reap the benefits of
homegrown, clean power.

This is part of the Government’s
drive to make all public buildings
more climate resilient.

The Government is building all
new schools to be climate-resilient
and net-zero in operation as part of
the School Rebuilding Programme.

Rocketing energy bills in recent
years have eaten into school budg-
ets. This has been driven by the
UK’s dependency on global fossil
fuel markets over which govern-
ment has no control.

By enabling schools to generate
their own electricity, it is estimated
schools will save millions, far more
than installation costs.

Energy Minister Michael Shanks
said: “Across the country, solar

panels are going up on rooftops
to power classrooms with clean,
homegrown power.

“This is our clean energy super-
power mission in action, protecting
our public services with lower bills
and energy security.”

Great British Energy’s CEO,
Dan McGrail said: “Great British
Energy’s ongoing solar roll-out
delivers tangible benefits to the
people that need it most in our hos-
pitals and schools.

“This not only provides clean ener-
gy to communities, it also ensures
that the public own and benefit
from these projects through energy
security, good jobs and above all,
real tangible local outcomes such
as more funds to support teaching
and health.”

Education Minister Josh

MacAlister said: “This is part of
our wider work to drive national
renewal, rebuilding more than 750
schools in every corner of the coun-
try.”
The scheme will target schools
and colleges with buildings that are
able to accommodate solar panels
in areas of England most in need.

As part of this, the Government
has selected schools that will be
primarily clustered in areas of dep-
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'Energy Minister Michael Shanks at one of his school
its during the launch of the solar panels scheme. s

rivation in the North East, West
Midlands and North West, as well
as at least 10 schools in each region
of England.

Each region includes a further
education college which will work
with the contractors appointed to
promote careers in renewables to
support growth in the construction
and renewables workforce. This
could be through work placements,
skills boot camps and workshops.

This follows the Government’s
commitment to curriculum reforms
which will strengthen climate and

sustainability education across
geography, science, citizenship,
and design and technology — from
year one through to a new Natural
History GCSE. This will help ensure
pupils understand the planet, take
action on climate change and devel-
op the skills for a greener future.
Nurseries, schools and colleges
are also being called upon to put in
place a climate action plan, while
empowering young voices through
Youth Sustainability Champions to
help advise, evaluate and champion
sustainability in education.
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4 New roofs
4 Re-roofs

Avon
ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL « RELIABLE « TRUSTED

4 Flat roof solutions
<4 EPDM rubber roofs

«Arden Foot Health

(mobile)

Problem feet?
Need help trimming nails?
Feet need a treat?

4 Roof repairs

4 Chimneys rebuilt

4+ Tiles/slates 4 Re-pointing

-don’t be defected!

replaced + Re-bedding ves [ ——
UPVC ROOFLINE DRY VERGES Caring, professional service oty v Corns
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ﬂ Follow me ‘Arden Foot Health' \/ Orthotics

Find us on Google J




The Standard, Friday November 21, 2025 PAGE 21

CHRISTMAS JUST ISN'T CHRISTMAS WITHOU e

l l A PAUL HOLM#

paul holman associates

_=
Children’s TV Legend Emmerdale &
& Masterchef Coronation Street

DAVE BENSON PHILLIPS"SMBILL\WARD

% Britain’s Got Talent
""" . - TONY RUDD

RA-DENE PERRYMAN
Director JEREMY TUSTIN Choreographer JORDAN LANGFORD

SCAN FOR
TICKETS

PALACE 8DEC‘25 -4 JAN ‘26
THEATRE BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
REDDITCHPALACETHEATRE.CO.UK
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Councillor salutes

work of foster carers

A WORCESTERSHIRE
County Councillor has led
a review of the council’s
fostering service to ensure
that foster carers are prop-
erly valued, supported, and
equipped to provide safe,
stable homes for children.

Councillor Justin Bowen, cabi-
net member for children and fami-
lies, has more than 15 years’
experience working with vulner-
able children and families, and his
own experience of respite foster
care as a child,

He understands first-hand the
.difference a supportive foster
family can make.

Earlier this year, he and his
partner were also approved as
foster carers.

Coun Bowen said: “I know how
it feels to be that child who just

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

needs stability — and I also know
what it means to be ready to open
your home to a young person who
needs it.

“Foster carers are at the heart
of everything we do in children’s
services. They make an enormous
difference, not just to individual
children, but to our whole com-
munity.

“That’s why our Reform admin-
istration is investing in the sup-
port they need and deserve.”

As part of the review, the council
has increased fostering payments
by up to 7.25 per cent, they have
created specialist support teams
to provide practical and emotional
help to carers and expanded the
recruitment and assessment team

to improve the experience for new
applicants.

Coun Bowen added: “When I
came into this role, it was clear
that our foster carers needed more
support.

“We've listened to them, and
we're making fostering central
to how we care for children in
Worcestershire.

“This is about giving every child
the chance to grow up in a loving
family home — and ensuring our
carers have the backing they need
to make that possible.”

With more children than ever
needing safe, stable homes - espe-
cially teenagers and sibling groups
— Worcestershire Fostering is
encouraging more local people to
consider becoming foster carers.

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.
uk/fostering for more informa-
tion.
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Councillor Justin Bowen has more than 15 years’ experience working
with vulnerable children and families.

New service will help victims and children through Family Court

A NEW model is being deliv-
ered across West Mercia to
ensure victims and children
going through the Family
Court get the support they
deserve.

Supported by Police and
Crime Commissioner (PCC)
John Campion, and being
delivered by West Mercia
Women’s Aid, the service will

provide dedicated support for
victims and children navigat-
ing the Family Court system.
According to the latest
research from the Domestic
Abuse Commissioner, almost
90 per cent of child arrange-
ment cases feature domestic
abuse, yet it is often not
treated as an active concern.
And in more than half of

the cases reviewed in the
research, children were still
allowed unsupervised over-
night contact with an abusive
parent.

Lisa Peplow, IDVA service
manager for West Mercia
Women’s Aid, said: “When
we talk to survivors the mes-
sage is clear, they often feel
re-traumatised and suffer

secondary abuse through their
experiences of the family
court process, where victims’
voices are not heard or under-
stood.

“We’re committed to sup-
porting victim/survivors and
their children through the
court process to ensure they
access safe, informed and fair
outcomes.

“We want to improve the
Family Court experience, by
ensuring survivors and their
children are well informed
and prepared for the legal
process, their voices are
amplified, and they are able
to navigate the court process
with greater confidence and
clarity - ensuring a joined up,
survivor centred response.”

Reddithf Tt Reéscv

Invites you to our

Christmas Fayre
At Beoley Village Hall

Near Redditch, B98 AN

Sunday 7th December 2025
12.00 - 3.00pm
Entrance: a donation of cat food!
Tombola, Raffle, Homemade Cakes,
Bottle Stall, Gifts,
Tea and coffee shop,
Lots of Christmas Bargains!
Come and support your local rescue centre

&
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WORCESTERSHIRE music lov-
ers came together for the offi-
cial launch of a new benefit
concert initiative in aid of local
young people’s charities.
Organisers Worcester Festival
Choral Society, the region’s clas-
sical choir, held the launch event
in Worcester Cathedral’s Chapter
House to herald its first, fund-

raising performance of Handel’s
Messiah in aid of grant-making char-
ity the Worcestershire Community
Foundation.
The event

attendees, who

included the Lord-Lieutenant of
‘Worcestershire, Mrs Beatrice Grant,
heard how Worcester Festival
Choral Society’s 140 singers will be
raising funds, as well as the roof,
through its annual, candlelit per-

formances of Handel’s choral mas-
terpiece at Worcester Cathedral —
starting with its upcoming Messiah
concert on Saturday December 6 at
7.30pm.

The evening began with a surprise
appearance by ‘Handel’ himself —
Worcester Cathedral’s Assistant
Director of Music, Nicholas
Freestone, in full costume.

A Worcester Festival Choral
Society semi-chorus gave a rous-
ing ‘flashmob’-style rendition of the
Hallelujah chorus.

Speeches from Handel, as well
as from Worcester Cathedral,
Worcester Festival Choral Society
and Worcestershire Community
Foundation representatives, also
revealed the inspiration behind the
initiative, and what it could mean for
young people in Worcestershire.

The idea to raise funds through
the power of music came from
Handel himself.

The composer’s own charitable
performances of Messiah inspired
the building of the world’s first pur-
pose-built maternity hospital - still
in operation today - and the com-
pletion of the Foundling Hospital in
London, making a profound impact
on 18th century health, well-being
and social care.

Similarly, voluntary donations
made by the Choral Society’s
Messiah concert-goers and local
business ‘Gold Patrons’, will be
used for grants supporting the
education and well-being of local
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All in harmony to help launc
charity fund-raising Messiah

STl music

Handel’s

MESSAHM,

children and young people, via
the Worcestershire Community
Foundation.

Anne Renshaw from Worcester
Festival Choral Society said: “We
were thrilled to welcome so many
people to the launch of this excit-
ing new initiative. Handel’s Messiah
is more than wonderful music, it’s
been doing good in society for near-
ly 300 years. We’re now seeking to
continue that charitable legacy here
in Worcestershire.”

Chair of the Worcestershire
Community Foundation, Jonathan
Chenevix-Trench, added: “To be
‘Worcester Festival Choral Society’s
charity partner for such a wonder-
ful event is a great honour.

“Through this joyous perform-
ance and its historical links with
fundraising, we hope to raise aware-
ness of our work, and to encourage

public support to make our county
more resilient.”

Handel’s Messiah is one of the
world’s most popular choral works,
packed with well-known choruses
and arias.

When King George II attended
its premiere in 1742, he is said to
have been so moved by the mighty
Hallelujah chorus that he rose to
his feet — a tradition that audiences
continue today.

Visit Foundation at www.worcscf.
org.uk for more information.

WCF Trustee Oliver Carpenter,
WCF Director Lucy Wells,
Worcester Festival Choral
Society Development Officer
Anne Renshaw, and WCF Chair
Jonathan Chenevix-Trench.
Pictures by Michael Whitefoot.

For more information, or to book, please call

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

o121 6 otk
ear et

Longbridas
' Ctalhlll\nnﬂuullnnlld

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH

www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

Holldays

BLACK FRIDAY

SAVE 10%

ON ALL TOURS*

NEWQUAY

& THE CREAM OF CORNWALL
Departing Mon 30 Mar 26
The seaside resort of Newquay remains a firm
favourite with many who visit Cornwall to
take in its panoramic ocean views and natural
beauty. On this refreshing break, we explore
this stunning county with visits to the charming
towns of Padstow and Falmouth.
Your break includes
¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove
v 4 nights at the Pentire Hotel, Newquay (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast
¢/ Entertainment some evenings
v/ Excursions to Padstow & Falmouth
Optional excursion to St Ives
& Penzance (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ £329

Single Supplement £75

Visit us online at

justgoholldays com/OSG

in ¢ free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise st

IE%/4ll 03332 342 514 ot osc
EARSEAREE | trustptot

BOURNEMOUTH
& WEYMOUTH

Departing Mon 23 Mar ‘26
Take a great-value trip to stunning Dorset, as
we make our base in Bournemouth, soak up the
nautical atmosphere of Poole and explore the
traditional seaside resort of Weymouth, with the
option of an excursion to Salisbury and a 2-for-1
bar offer at our hotel!
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove
¢ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Bournemouth
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast
¢/ 2 for 1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
¢ Light entertainment every evening
¢/ Excursions to Poole & Weymouth

Optional excursion to Salisbury (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach OVL@ £259
Single Supplement £75 .

\MM ocation of
o ﬁv

& TRAVEL
. =5 %024
H justgohols
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Just for Pets

Pets, Bring Your Owners
Check out your local store today

Just for Pets

Just for Pets

Black FURDAY W\JWN/Deals

Nobblys Mint Chew 16.9¢ My Turf Biodegrable
70 x 15g 4.30 Wipes 100 Pieces

WJIW,/Deals Black FURDAY

Ancol Plush Donut 299 £24. Nobblys Tough Brush
Bed Oatmeal & Grey 70 Mint 50 x 25¢g

Black FURDAY WOW,Deals

Nobblys Tough Brush 29.99 Great & Small Dog
Mint 35 x 50g £69. Cream Bowl 14cm & 22cm

150w Noverber

W\JIWN/Deals Black FURDAY

JW Gnaw Berry 4 i Animal Instinct Flashing
Chew-ee : Bandana, Vests & Lead

Just for Pets

Just for Pets

Just for Pets

Just for Pets

Black FURDAY W\JW//Deals! “"en
Chuckit Rugged 10.9¢ Barkbone Chew Toy Stick 5
Fetch Wheel £21.9¢ Peanut Butter Small

15”300 Noverber

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Event helps bring

A MITZVAH Day event was held
at the Alexandra Hospital in
Redditch on Sunday.

The day was chosen as it was the
last one in Interfaith Week and the
event was fitting as it brought people
together.

More than 30 volunteers offered
cakes and biscuits, along with other
free refreshments for patients, visi-
tors and staff.

People came from all over
‘Worcestershire and there were rep-
resentatives from four different
faiths - Christians, Jews, Muslims and
Baha'is.

Mitzvah Day is a Jewish-led day of
social action which brings together
thousands of people worldwide - of all
faiths and none - to give their time to
make a difference to the community
around them.

This year marked the 20th anniver-
sary and more than 55,000 volunteers
around the world will give their time
to help others on and around Mitzvah
Day.

This Mitzvah Day event was organ-
ised on behalf of the Worcestershire
Interfaith Forum (WIFF) by Yvonne

Stollard and Melanie Mann.

They said they could not have done
it without the wonderful support of
the Hospital Trust and Rev David
Ryan and David Chamberlain in par-
ticular.

Chair of the Worcestershire
Interfaith Forum (WIFF), Rev
Catherine Lack, said: “Our Mitzvah
Day was, as usual, a super event. -
good food, good company and well-
attended.

“A big thank you to the hospital
staff for making it known throughout
the hospital.

“It was great to have staff from all
over the hospital, sometimes taking
plates of cakes for the rest of their
ward staff.

“Useful conversations were had,
and there was a great atmosphere.”

They also thanked everyone who
made tea and coffee and made con-
versation which led to it being a
‘great event’.

This year WIFF welcomed many
local dignitaries as volunteers, includ-
ing Chris Bloore MP and Redditch
Mayor, Coun Joanna Kane.

Coun Kane said: “It was an abso-

lute pleasure to help Worcestershire
Interfaith Forum serve free refresh-
ments to our wonderful NHS staff,
plus patients and visitors.

“The key theme for my mayoral
year is ‘inclusion’ and the Mitzvah
Day event at the Alex was a great
example of this, with volunteers from

The Stand;

21,2025

people together

d, Friday Ni b

ABOVE and LEFT: Dignitaries and councillors were among those

who attended Mitzvah Day. s

different faiths coming together to
help the community.

“I would like to thank Yvonne and
everyone else who helped make it
happen.”

Coun Bill Hartnett has been an
enthusiastic supporter of our Mitzvah
Day events for many years.

He highlighted that ‘Mitzvah’ meant
‘good deed’, adding the event was
now in its 12th year.

“We gave out teas, coffees, squash
and a range of cakes and biscuits
to our great NHS staff, patients and
visitors, we got lots of smiles it was a
heart-warming afternoon.”

Nicholas  Lechmere, Deputy
Lieutenant of Worcestershire, came
to support the event again.

He said it was a great pleasure to be
involved in the event.

“A body of people from many differ-
ent religions and walks of life all freely
working together for one cause, help-
ing other people, in the name of God.

“It was again, a huge success and
many people in, working in or visiting
the hospital were hugely apprecia-
tive.”

Last year, with 40 volunteers from
five different faiths, the Worcestershire
Interfaith Forum (WIFF) were delight-
ed and proud to be joint winners of
Mitzvah Day’s ‘Outstanding Interfaith
Partnership Award’.

There are hopes it could win again
this year.

SUNDAY 21ST DECEMBER

2PM - 4PM

1.30PM - 1.30AM

WEDNESDAY 31ST DECEMBER
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Looking after greyhounds has
opened up a new ‘walk’ of life

A SPECIAL Olympics gold medalist,
who has used his story to address
world leaders at the United Nations,
has found a new passion in life -
greyhounds - thanks to his brother-
in-law.

And Harley Jolley, who relocated to
Alvechurch last Christmas from Cornwall
where he grew up after losing both his
parents, has now become a licensed ken-
nel hand.

The 25-year-old moved in with sis-
ter Deane and her husband Simon,
a professional greyhound trainer
attached to Dunstall Park Stadium in
‘Wolverhampton.

After struggling to find employment,
Harley - who won gold in the Boccia
at the Special Olympics - was offered
the opportunity by his brother-in-law at
‘Weatheroak Racing Kennels.

He has since paraded more than a dozen
winners and now even owns his own rac-
ing greyhound — Polarone Dee — who won
his first race at the Wolverhampton track
in September.

After stints working with the police and
in retail, Harley is now thriving on and
off the track and sister Deane could not
be prouder.

She said: “Losing our parents was dev-
astating.

“But it was especially tough for Harley
as he lost the life he had built for himself
in Cornwall.

“He found it difficult to transfer jobs

The 25-year-old has thrived after
becoming a kennel hand. s

and socially there are limited opportuni-
ties, like anyone else living with a dis-
ability.

“Moving to the Midlands was a huge
challenge.

“But I can hand on heart say that grey-
hound racing has helped him source a
new direction in life when things could’ve
quite easily gone the other way.

“When he was diagnosed with Down
Syndrome, we had no idea if he’d be able
to walk or talk.

“But Harley has an incredible zest for
life and has always dreamt big when it
comes to his career, personal develop-

ment and sport.

“Working with Simon has really helped
him thrive.”

Data released by the Government this
month found only half (52 per cent)
of people living with a disability were
employed, while 82 per cent of able bod-
ied people work either full or part-time.

Harley's arrival at the Alvechurch ken-
nel prompted a breakthrough year for
Simon and his team, as they qualified for
their first Category One final - the high-
est grade of UK greyhound racing - in
May when Haka Carlo ran in the Golden
Jacket.

Simon said Harley’s story was a shin-
ing example of why more employers
should think ability, and not disability,
when recruiting.

“Caring for the greyhounds is a huge
responsibility, and Harley adores it.

“Although living with Down’s syndrome
requires an extra layer of support, Harley
is as independent as they come and has
already achieved what a group of a dozen
or so individuals could wish to accom-

plish in their lifetime.

“It’s been a breakthrough year for us,
and Harley has played a key role in mak-
ing that happen.

“It’s testament to his character and
determination and to parade more than
a dozen winners already is a fantastic
achievement.

“Previously, a night at the greyhounds
was an innocent trip out for Harley - now
it’s front and centre of his life.

“What’s been created at Dunstall Park
is wonderful, and we're so proud of every-
thing Harley is achieving at the track.”

2 ——tion
a7 Bazeawey |
eorgl

Harley with the greyhound Blazeaway George. s

BIRMINGHAM R

Director Carloe Acosta

BIRMINGHAM
HIPPODROME

birminghamhippodrome.com

The Guardian

66Still the best Nutcracke
on offer in the UK ;
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Simple changes that
can help keep those
winter colds at bay

MILLIONS of Brits are still clinging
to old wives’ tales when it comes to
catching a cold - with many con-
vinced draughty rooms and going
outside with wet hair are to blame.

A poll of 2,000 UK adults found
more than a quarter (27 per cent)
believe you can catch a cold simply by
being outside when the temperature
drops.

While 28 per cent think stepping
out with damp hair is directly linked
to falling ill, and 22 per cent reckon
sitting in a draughty room will make
you unwell.

Yet while 89 per cent think it’s
important to support their immune sys-
tem to keep colds at bay — as they feel,
on average, under the weather three
times each winter — 22 per cent admit-
ted they had no idea improving gut
health can play a big part in doing so.

The research was commissioned by
Yakult, which has teamed up with reg-
istered dietitian Lucy Kerrison, to help
bust some of the most common winter
wellness myths.

She said: “There are so many mis-
conceptions about how our immune
system works, often passed down
through generations. Cold weather or
damp hair don’t cause colds - viruses
do.

“However, during winter, we tend to
spend more time indoors with others,
which makes it easier for these viruses
to spread. What can make a differ-
ence is keeping your immune system
well supported — and that’s where gut
health comes in.”

She said to keep the gut and immune
system working together effectively,
diversity in the diet is key.

Microbes in the gut feed on the fibre
found in plant foods, so the more vari-
ety you eat, the broader the range of
beneficial bacteria.

This includes fruits, vegetables,
whole grains, nuts, seeds, legumes,
and, to a lesser extent, herbs and
spices.

As well as fermented foods such as
live yoghurt, kimchi, and fermented
milk drinks also play a role. Look for
products which note their strain names
and bacterial count as these products
are more likely to improve the balance
of gut bacteria and therefore your
immune system.

It also emerged that 42 per cent
of Brits find it harder to maintain a
healthy gut during the winter months.

With 41 per cent admitting they
crave richer, heavier comfort foods
when the weather turns cold, almost
four in 10 (39 per cent) confessed to

snacking more simply because they
spend longer indoors.

While 22 per cent said their busy
social calendar makes it difficult to
stay balanced, especially when festive
events lead to overindulgence.

In an effort to stay on top of their
wellbeing, more than a quarter (27
per cent) have turned to social media
for inspiration, with 39 per cent of
those looking up gut health hacks and
trends.

Science manager for Yakult, Dr
Holly Neill, added: “With so much
health content online, it's easy to see
why people get confused.

“Social media can make wellness
trends sound simple or miraculous,
but not everything you see is backed
by science.

“In fact, blanket case recommenda-
tions, such as everyone should avoid
gluten, or promises of quick fixes are
ared flag.

“Nutrition is nuanced, and there’s
no such thing as a silver bullet. Always
look for advice from sources with
recognised expertise and a strong sci-
entific background.

“Supporting gut health doesn’t need
to be complicated. Simple, everyday
choices can have a real, positive impact
over time.”

The Standard, Friday November 21, 2025

Brits are still clinging to old wives’
tales when it comes to catching a
cold. Picture Pixabay
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GREAT YARMOUTH
SUPERDEAL
Departing Fri 6 Feb ‘26

Trustpilot

ABBA VOYAGE
LIVE IN LONDON

Departing Sun 29 Mar ‘26

Escape to Great Yarmouth for a superdeal that won’t break
the bank! This is a wonderful chance to enjoy Norfolk’s most
popular seaside resort without the crowds and relax at our
hotel located near the seafront, where we include a fantastic
99p bar!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Redditch

¢/ 3 nights at the Waverley Hotel, Great Yarmouth (JG2+ rating) with
dinner & breakfast

¢/ 99p bar (7pm-10pm) on selected drinks
¢/ Free time in Great Yarmouth

4 Days by Coach on@ £139

Single Supplement £45

For more information, or to book, please call

or visit us online at

Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an

ABBA concert? Well now is your chance to say Thank You

for the Music! Join us at the ABBA Arena for the incredible

ABBA Voyage; where the global pop icons appear on stage as

digital avatars brought to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Redditch

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

v/ Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers
(dancefloor, standing)

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for £25pp or Block G or J
for £45pp

2 Days by Coach am[y 5229

Single Supplement £60

H justgohols

03332 342 514 oo osc justgoholidays.com/OSG

033 numbers thin inclusive minute: ages otherw

Reader Travel Standard

BLACK FRIDAY | coo serore 1 o 20
sAVE 10% '.’,'\1‘!.F" r“\ }r““'H“”

ON ALL TOURS* T 6

LITTLE TRAINS OF NORFOLK
& THE MISSISSIPPI PADDLE STEAMER

Departing Mon 20 Apr ‘26
The beautiful county of Norfolk is characterised by charming
seaside towns, and unspoilt coastline. We discover the beauty
of its waterways by paddle steamer as well as enjoy nostalgic
journeys on Norfolk’s heritage railways, taking us back to a
bygone era.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove
v 4 nights at the Waverley Hotel, Great Yarmouth (JG2+ rating) with
dinner & breakfast
v/ 99p bar on selected drinks for 3 hours every evening (April only)
¢/ Entertainment some evenings (at the Nelson & Waverley Hotels only)
¢/ Heritage train journeys on the North Norfolk Railway
& Bure Valley Railway
¢/ Mississippi Paddle Steamer cruise on the Norfolk Broads
¢/ Excursion to Cromer & Sheringham
Optional excursion to Norwich (£15pp)

suveg
5 Days by Coach ow@ £379 SR
Single Supplement £80 v

BEST COMPANY

501 Helidays te
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*%* NOW AVAILABLE xx

BUY NOW

PAY LATER

SPREAD THE COST
OF YOUR NEW KITCHEN

Transform today, pay later.

CALLFORDETAILS

_..with nothing to pay
until next year!

At Joe's Doors, we can give your kitchen a

brand new look — without the mess, stress or

massive price tag.

With no ripping out or emptying of

cupboards, we replace your existing doors,

panels and trims to completely transform

your kitchen — often in just two days.

Choose from a huge range of stylish designs

and enjoy a stunning new space that feels like

a Christmas miracle - because it kind of is.

* Transform today, pay later — with Buy Now
Pay Later finance

* Free design, free quote, free survey

* And absolutely no pressure - just Joe’s honest advice - -

Ready for some Christmas Cheer? :( i

AS SEEN ON

Book your free visit today with Joe’s Doors — and fall I
in love with your kitchen all over again. 4804
Y = B —

¢ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢ FITTED IN ADAY ORTWO ¢ MADE TO MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Why replace your worktops when this unique

quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:

* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

« Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.
« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.
» Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

“limited period promotinal voucher: Terms and condiitions apply.

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

We'll pop along and take 9 Choose from our range 6 Our fitters will come back
some measurements... of doors and worktops... and transform your kitchen.

ol

XMAS OFFER

FREE SINK WORTH £229°

Present this voucher to our Home
Consultant on the day of your survey.

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk *

P —
Lines Open: Mon - Fii: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years expen'g;ce* ;’\w
’ L
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IT’S A CHRISTMAS BONANZA

MULLED WINE, MINCE PIES, CAROLS, AND FESTIVE CHEER

Join us for our Christmas Bonanza, filled with mulled wine, mince pies, and carols.
Expect seasonal cheer and a magical atmosphere for all to enjoy.

10-11 Antiques & collectables valuations* 2.00 Gin tasting and mini master class
11.30 Festive Christmas bell ringers 2.30 Decorations and wreath-making
12.30 Gin tasting and mini master class 3-4 Antiques & collectables valuations*

1.30 Festive Christmas bell ringers 3.30 Decorations and wreath-making

% \ I ! .
Don’t miss our free antique and valuables valuations at
FREE ANTI QU E VALUATIONS 10am and 3pm — just bring up to three items or clear
VALUATION OF YOUR ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES AT 10AM + 3PM photos, and our experts will give you a verbal valuation on
/

HUDSON'S
— >/

www.HudsonsStratford.com
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Cold snap prompts advice
to prevent frtozen pipes

SEVERN Trent has issued
fresh advice to customers to
help them avoid burst pipes
as winter and colder weather
approaches.

we move closer to Christmas,
temperatures across the UK will
start to fall and soon turn freezing.

Now, Severn Trent has issued
tips to customers to ‘get winter
ready’ and protect their pipes from
the freezing conditions by lagging
them — and knowing where their
stop tap is in case the worst hap-
pens.

Howard Perry, network opera-
tions lead at Severn Trent, said:
“Freezing conditions followed by
warmer weather can cause bursts.

“In cold weather, the water in
your pipes can freeze and expand.
It blocks them and can cause bursts
including when they unfreeze in
warmer conditions, causing dam-
age to your home.

“But you can get prepared by
spending a few minutes now going
around your home and wrap up
any pipes to protect them from the
cold. Don’t forget pipes in sheds,
garages and outbuildings, plus any
outside taps.

“Pipe lagging and tap jackets can
be found at local hardware stores,
they're easy to fit and could save
you and your household a lot of
hassle this winter.

“Finding where your stop tap is,
and knowing how to turn it on and
off is also important in case you

Severn Trent has issued tips to customers to get ‘winter ready’.

get a leak at home. They're usu-
ally found under the kitchen sink,
downstairs toilet or utility room.”

Top tips for protecting pipes;

Wrap all pipework, fittings and
storage tanks in unheated areas
of your home (such as lofts, roofs,
outbuildings and garages) with

insulation. It’s best to use good
quality waterproof foam lagging
which can be found at your local
DIY store.

If you have outside taps, either
insulate them or drain them down
to the pipework that links to the
tap.

If you're concerned about your

own DIY abilities, a registered
plumber can check your household
pipes to make sure they're properly
lagged and fill in any gaps. Severn
Trent supports watersafe.org.uk — a
dedicated online search facility for
qualified and approved plumbers,
s0 you can get plumbing help from
someone you can trust.

Help is
on offer

A MIDLANDS housing associa-
tion has launched a campaign to
help customers and communities
prepare for the colder months
ahead.

Platform Housing Group’s Get
Winter Ready campaign highlights
a range of services and resources
available from the company and
its partners.

They include advice on saving
energy and keeping homes warm;
help with budgeting, energy bills
and accessing grants; information
on emergency repairs and how to
report issues quickly; local com-
munity support contacts, includ-
ing warm hubs and food banks;
and guidance on how to stay well
over winter.

Marion Duffy, Chief Operations
Officer at Platform Housing Group
said: “We know that winter can be
a challenging time, especially with
the ongoing cost of living pres-
sures many people are facing.

“Our Get Winter Ready cam-
paign is about making sure our
customers feel supported and
informed, whether that’s through
advice on energy saving, help with
bills or knowing who to contact in
an emergency.

“It’s also a reminder that no
one has to face the colder months
alone; we're here to help.”

The campaign also encourages
neighbours to look out for one
another and to seek help if they
are struggling.

Customers can visit www.plat-
formhg.com/get-winter-ready to
explore the advice, links and sup-
port services available.

STOKE PARISH COUNCIL

CAROL SERVICE

The Parish Council would like to invite you to their Carol

Service being held on

Saturday 13th December 2025 starting at 5.00pm
at The Main Hall, Avoncroft Arts Society, Redditch Road,

The Service will be conducted by the Revd Alan Conant
and will be followed by free hot drinks and refreshments

Bromsgrove.

provided by the Parish Council.

Bookings now
being taken for Christmas

o

Christmas Fayre Menu (exciudes sundays)
Adulis: £20 / Children: £15
Single course festive carvery - Adults: £15 / Children: £12

FM ﬁcﬂﬁ& er—£50

Boxing Day Menu

Adults: 3 courses, £25 /
Children: 3 courses, £25

New Years Day Menu
Adulfs, 2 courses, £25 /

}dd&en. 3 courses, £25
- ;

The Fox Inn Lower Chaddesley, Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel 01562 777247 | thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
|

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
1. Explorers (11) 2. Suitable (3)
9. Favourite (3) . Robust (5)
10. Respectable (9) . Divulge (6)

EASY 3
4

11. Disagreeable (5) 5. Hates (7)
6
7

6 9 13. Determine (7) . Uprising (9)
> 4 9 7 14. Carry to excess (6) . Dogmatic (11)
"k 8 4 16. Have ambitions (6) 8. Eternal (5-6)
18. Performer (7) 12. Watcher (9)
8 7 6 1 19. Ate dinner (5) 15. Merit (7)
3 6 9 20. Amuse (9) 17. Keep (6)
7 419 21. Study (3) 19. Dullard (5)
2 9 115713 22. Unceremonious (4,3,4)  21. Type of lettuce (3)
HARD caione o
68 214
3 9

8|5 16

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the

1 5 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
7682365 gives a fire;
114 3|7 NOSE 1932 gives a second fire;
6 9 Network point 7641732  gives fire up.
5 4 Cipher 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

412 817 Centre
- CODEWORD
PATH FI N D E R This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
Valuable token

. . with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each CHIN words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally. A

Rivers of the world ?: .n“ “
[Y/WCGOMEPOPOLUZI > 1 P
EOONNIKMIOCBMERB WORDWHEEL F
LLRWTAONLSATI MB R Youhave 10 mins to find as many words as possible using G 3 25 11913 122 12 15 118
CNEALSOGGEDNANA mumymuconmieevs | [N W L L
EDSOLARINAGI ZMA useplurals,forei.gn words o)rlpropernou:s.The;e is at least J H..H . . .
HUMNUI VNOCOERU P one9letterword to be found. K n 17 [25 |23 21
EDACTSEHRARPETR L 26 21 24 5 |16 |22 |22
LOEKZENIODOLOCA I:\I‘I . . . ....
AINZTPAGUSEGALM Uu|s 0
PREIGNRAAYNESS|I | N P NS
LANILAYSYDAWI I P A g “
ATERERAEAYARSSP N (0} S 7 .
BLUIOGNMAEYVNOII MIU T . -
I BGNVEDTHNAOLZA ‘l;
AMARESEEBUDAGAM Howyourate w 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 g 9 0 i 12 13

8 words: average 16 words: very good X S
Solutions opposite 12 words: good 20 or more: excellent. ; W[ [ [T [ |® ZOI G I R R O
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1 Red, brown or yellow variety of quartz (6)
4and 16  Play by GB Shaw, about an officer in the
Salvation Army (5,7)
6 Monetary unit of Romania (3)
7 Early-flowering, bulbous plant (8)
8 Celebration of the Eucharist (4)
11 Large, spiral univalve shell (5)
13and 24 Novel by Tolstoy, a story of conflict
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between passion and duty (4,8) piomsso.)
15 Whorl of leaves forming the inner envelope of “elqUIED ‘LK ‘3pUEID) o1y ‘3|1 3N ‘EJeld B] 3p AiNOSYa
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16 See 4 Across

17 Native or citizen of Latvia (4)

19 Block for hammering metal into shape (5)
21 The South American ostrich (4)

497 '¥=67 '4=11
24 See 13 Across 'X=€7'3=72 "9=12'1=0 =61 =81 ‘M=L
25 Tree, related to the Camelia, whose leaves are 'N=91 A=GL '‘W=vL 1=€l 1=zl '0=L1 'Z=01 iy 'uio)
used for making a drink (3) N=6 'N=8 d=L 'H=9 'S=§ '8=v N=€ '0=7 "1=1 ‘0107 ‘3107 'apo) '3poN ‘9SON
26 A bottomless chasm or deep gorge (5) piomapo) loppe]
27 Large prawns, usually eaten fried in
breadcrumbs () €/G9(2]|8|9|¢|¥|}]|6 9|€|Z|S|}|8]6|F]|C
c|9|H|¥|6]|S)|€E|8|L 82| +]|6|¥|€)L|9]|S
DOWN ¥|6/8[€]H]|2]S|9|2 6|S|v]|L(2|9]|8|€]|!}
1 Apostle who betrayed Jesus for 10and5 American ragtime king, famous 18  Large, gallinaceous bird with a naked, LlE|S[9|8|6|c v} €| +]|9]|¥v|L]|e|S /6|8
30 pieces of silver (5) for his Maple Leaf Rag (5,6) wattled head (6) 8|V|6[S|c|H|L|€|9 c|v|6]8|9|G|}H|L]€
2 /I;\Intlblotl(c1((i)|)scoveredbySerIexander 12 Port of the Atlantic coast of Morocco, 19 Awall hanging, especially of gltlzlzlelvlelsls slglslelsl1]|vlz]o
emin,
3 Themr?untainash(S) scene of a Second World War tapestry (5) 6lzleliTvlolalz]s 1Telelolelv]zls2
4 Avomatic gum used in perfumes (5) conference (10) 20 Roman goddess of beauty and love (5) slglolelzleltlzly slzlzlvTelslolgly
5 See10 13 Fossilised gum, usually brown or 22 Republic in the western part of the
6 Soil composed of clay and sand, with yellow, used as an ornament (5) island of Hispaniola (5) bZ]7]c]|S/8|9/6]€ vio|8le|S|L]E|V]6
vegetable and animal matter (4) 14 Language of the ancient 23 Atmosphere diffused by or attending a pley Aseg
9 In electricity, a positive electrode (5) Scandinavians (5) person, place, etc. (4) nyjopns
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SIMILE 01527 584371

MG Motor UK has confirmed that the
all-new MGS6 EV will be available
this month.

Powered by a 77 kWh battery and offering
drivers both rear and all-wheel drive options,
the MGS6 EV is a spacious, refined and gen-
erously equipped C-SUV segment car from
MG and has already secured a 5-star safety
rating from Euro NCAP

Complementing the recently introduced
MG IM6 SUV, the MGS6 EV takes MG into

technologies.

The MGS6 EV will be available in three
distinct variants, each underpinning MG’s
customer-focussed approach of offering cut-
ting edge, affordable technology to all.

The MGS6 EV SE Long Range features a
single motor with a total power output of
180kW and a WLTP combined range of 329
miles.

The MGS6 EV Trophy Long Range offers
the same 329 miles capability, power and
rear wheel drive configuration but with an

TN, Autaa))

Mechanical Repairs
M.O.T.Work Diagnostics
Servicing etc...

01527 875565 ¢ 07791 149235

Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing C( Vehicle Testing
Station Station

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

PRIVATE CAR§ COM&V{EICZ}CIAL & FLEET
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
MoT TESTING INCLUDING
CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

ly acclaimed Modular Scalable
Platform - first offered on the MG4
EV - which delivers outstanding

dynamic handling combined with an
exceptionally spacious and comfort-
able cabin.

Visit mg.co.uk for more informa-
tion.

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
14 SHERWOOD ROAD
ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
SGROVE B60 3D

01527 87543_2/837070

\ J

new market segments and will continue the
brand’s goal to offer customers the latest

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
07831 245 313

even more extensive array of equipment for
entertainment and comfort.

The MGS6 EV line-up is com-
pleted by the all-wheel drive MGS6
EV Trophy Dual Motor.

Power output is increased to
266kW offering an enticing com-
bination of grip and performance,
delivering a 0-62mph time of just
5.1 seconds. This performance-
focussed model achieves an impres-
sive WLTP combined range of 301
miles.

All three models are capable of
charging from 10 to 80 percent in
38 minutes utilising rapid public
chargers.

Five drive modes with five regen-

= | eration modes, including One-Pedal,

Mount Pleasant sarage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all MoT classes

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Tel: 01327 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B97 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm

mode also feature.
The all-new MGS6 EV is the
third MG model to use the high-

WANTED

ALL USED
CARS

We pay more for low miles,
low owner & full service history

Please call Dominic

07581 566064
Hagley Cars

Est. 40 years

'ALAN REED CARS ¢ |

WhglhairﬁAcsmVehile

2020 Bronze Peugeot Rifter 1.5 720'22 Blue.

Peugeot Rifter
Diesel Manual, 18,000 Miles,| |Diesel 1.5 Manual, 8,633 Miles
1 Owner From New, Full Service| |Only .......cccoceeieiniinnennnn. £13,995
| [151 (o] o/ —— £12,995

2019 Black. Ford Grand
Tourneo 1.5 Diesel Manual,
29,000 Miles, Full Service History
...................................... £11,995

Wychbold Garage, Worcester Road,
Wychbold, Droitwich, WR9 7PE
07702 798 453

9am-6pm Mon-Fri. 9am-4pm Sat
Please Ring For Appointment To View

2018 Blue. Ford Grand Tourneo
1.5 Diesel Manual, 38,000 Miles,

Full Service History ........ £11,995
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IN MEMORIAM
—

TERRY

Nita
A Beloved Mum
27-8-22 - 21-11-20
Another year without you to
show you that we care

We will always love & miss you
amongst memories we did share

Forever loved & always in our hearts & thoughts
God Bless Mum
Your loving Daughter Val & Son-in-Law Gordon
xx

DEATHS
=~

David
Terry

Passed away peacefully on
the 31st October,
aged 90.

A devoted husband to the late Malley.

Beloved father, grandad and
great-grandad.

He will be deeply missed by us all.

DEATHS
—

WASHBOURNE

Patricia

20/10/1939 - 12/11/2025
Passed away peacefully at home
with her family
Service to be held at
Redditch Crematorium 3/12/2025
at 12.30 pm and afterwards at
Studley Conservative Club
Beloved by her family
No flowers
Donations if desired
to Cancer Research or Marie Curie
Funeral Director
James Giles Studley

DEATHS
I

O’KEEFFE

John David
01/08/1952 - 09/11/2025

John sadly passed away on
9th November 2025, aged 73 years.

He will be dearly missed by his wife Sheila,
daughters Dawn and Deborah, his grandson
Jamie, all of his family and everyone who
had the pleasure of knowing him.

Funeral Service to be held at
Waseley Hills Crematorium on
Wednesday 3rd December 2025 at 11am.

Flowers are welcome, or if preferred,
donations are being collected for
Cancer Research UK.

nessage for a \.E

i
all our team on <4

01527 535055 %

i

FUNER MEMORIAL
DIHECTORS SERVICES FLORAL TRIBUTES
L [ [
4 Huntleys Funeral Services J
.’ Over ]4{1‘5137; of service to families in Redditch As Tlme Goes By
Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees). Y%‘g& g%g‘l“;&u}v
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide. Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7TAE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
L

James Giles
and Sons Litd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY R s
01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

An Independent_ Family Owned Funeral Direc

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.

We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

“A famzly concern

w i 0.
emall admmf thomasbrothers co. uk

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tormorrow.

Anonymous

STNS%

THE NURSERY SHOP

PAGE 35

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tel\D] 527 550 700

Sadly most of us will ‘

experience losing a loved
one in our life

is never easy and effects
different peoplein
different ways. But here
you'll find there are people
and companies just a visit
or phone call away who
can offer guidance -
whether it be with

itself or helping
you come to
terms with

what has
happened.
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™ E ' I Learn from yesterday,
« live for today,
A 3‘% — hope for tomorrow.
¥ . ' Anonymous
* = B -~ —— -
2 ﬁ ”‘ QWW
4 — A

¥
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com

T . _7AEd -_—
FUNERAL

DIRECTOR
DIRECTORS &

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
MORTON

FUNERAL DIRECTO

“Where saying
goodbye means
everything”

Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,
contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 9111 v S ? R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
: established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
“ * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery & Professionally qualified
T independent funeral directors

= For more information, visit
mortonsfunerals.co.uk

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, is never casy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies

Just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance — B, St & 4 WwWw.rireafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or : b B S e
T: 01527 831723

helpi to & ith what has happened. : :
e e e info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

Whatever the occasion, why not send Call our 0 7 3 88 6 8 8
your loved ones a message.... team on 15 2 5
i' . ‘ - T —
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www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email accounts@a2h60k.co.uk

We can offer you.... NN
GREAT LOCAL
COVERAGE ¢ X

1NN RTNT§
ONLEINE

GOTA .~ 1D
it Wflll?

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

01527 588625 - 01527 588749

ja.com | kelly.

o, T —
r‘\ DROITWICH SPA
HIGH SCHOOL
®) ® AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE

Cover Supervisor
Required from:  ASAP
Scale: Band 7

Life. Changing. Learning.

Salary: £23,025 (£29,975 FTE) per annum

Contract: term time only usually worked at the rate of
32.5 per week during published plus inset
days.

Closing Date: | December 2025 (9AM)

Interview Dates: TBC

This vacancy is a rolling vacancy and applications will be
reviewed as they are received. Interviews and appointments
may take place prior to the closing date shown.

About Our School

We are a happy and successful High School with a Sixth Form.
We serve the whole community of Droitwich and its
surrounding villages, making our intake socio-economically
diverse, which our entire staff play up to and thrive upon.

You are strongly encouraged to read our ‘Information for
Prospective Colleagues.” We expect that it will give you an
even deeper feel for the community we serve, our ethos, our
culture and what our school is like day to day.

About the Vacancy

Are you someone who loves working with young people and
wants to make a difference in their school experience? We are
looking for a dedicated individual to join our Cover Team.
Whilst experience is preferred, it is not essential as we want to
find the right person and will offer training to support
development in this role.

As a Cover Supervisor you will supervise the classes of teachers
who are unavailable for reasons including meetings, training,
trips and short term illness. This is a key role in our school and
we seek to appoint someone who is able to communicate,
inspire and support our students to achieve their goals. A
commitment to working collaboratively with colleagues and to
continuous professional development should not be
underestimated.

How to Apply
You will find a link to the job description, a person specification,
information for prospective colleagues, an application form and
further information on how to apply here:
& Fa

e Bt o

p pahigh.worcs.sch.uk/index.php
ool/join-us/job-vacancies/

If you have any queries please don't hesitate to get in touch via
jobs@droitwichspahigh.worcs.sch.uk

Droitwich Spa High School is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of children and young people and
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

DOIDGE

Fastenings Ltd

Doidge Fastenings LTD
are seeking a
Cold Forging Setter
to join our manufacturing team.

Experience in Semi Tubular & Solid Rivet
manufacturing.

Some basic knowledge required

Job type: Full time Mon to Friday
39 hour week

Pay: from £30,000 per yr
Please apply today at

accounts@doidge.com
with your CV

Bullivantedia

LIMITED

Caroline  Kelly
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PUBLIC NOTICES

SALES & WAN

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS

[ . I [ .
BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL GoodsVehicle Operator’ | ["Desperately Secker' | | BABY §ﬁ§ingw°2?§:
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL Greenng Tarspor & Logetis 'LAURA' ideal spare  for
Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Public Bimingham BT JAX s aplng Number Plate grandparents, ~ no
FPS = Footpath Seting. for a fcence to use Bransons | | XL17 URA (Laura) [ | mattress £20  tel
25/01280/FUL ADvSTD Fps | | Cross Truck Stop, Beoley Lane, 07925170951
. ) ; Beoley, Redditch, B98 9DP as an £2000 MAKE a Christmas
Site: Attwell Farm Park, Seafield Farm, Seafield Lane, operating centre for 2 goods G . cake loads of shape
Portway, Worcestershire B98 9DB. vehicles and 2 trailesr. Owners Teat IV EnOnt oF o " turntable,
Proposal: Extensions and change of use of land and or occupiers of land (including personal se o H
i baa Bo riral ediicational anid it aratati buildings) near the operating | | 079631 43727 wedding  stand all
cattle bam to rural educational and interpretation s vho bl ot et stainless steel £50

visitor centre. use ﬁrbeenj et ?‘v a‘.:: vn&u 01527 550342
Application forms and plans may be inspected WOUIC 08 aliected, SIOUC MRKe SQUARE cane table
online https:/publicaccess. {-’rg;ﬁ‘s"c;ﬁzzig'::r"::é:;"e NEWPORT with glass top 46 x
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/ Fouse, Guarry st eeas 19 || HEAVY DUTY 46 x Sdem £15 tel

online-applications/ 7UE stating their reasons, within Bunk Bed 079251709561
" s i i 21 days of this notice. Repres- 5
Comments can be submitted online, via email emmy it 46 0 thie P[ime with 2 mattresses POWAKADDY electric
to gov.uk or send a copy of their represe- e golf trolley with
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall, | | nations to the applicanta the | [ EXCellent condition battery and winter
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH. address gi/zenGat the top P:‘ this £125 wheels  £45  tel

. ice. ide to Making 07925170951
Comments should be made within 17 days of the notiey Lk et g

date of this publication. The Council doyes not R e || 01527 841115 | | POWAKADDY . golf
acknowledge comments but will make these e resentatio- trolley _transit bag
available for inspection online. o nwnﬁjcom_ i BEDS NEWDoubles | _£10 tel 07925170951
e cpeoricesig £95 Singles £59 King F?(;T 3?002'5 green
2 apric X X Icm
size £159. Second | 4107975170051

PUBLIC NOTICES
——

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D53570 KINGS COUGHTON LANE, ALCESTER
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between
the junctions of the A435 and Alcester Heath.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs - 15.00hrs.

Order Commences: 9 December 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 December 2025.
Access & Diversion: Alcester Heath, A435 and
vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

WALCOTE ROAD, HASELOR

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable wastewater pipe repairs.
Order Commences: 8 December 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 12 December 2025.
Access & Diversion: Walcote Road, Wood Lane,
Pelham Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel:0800 783 4444,

D53660 ALAUNA AVENUE, ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between
its junctions with Hertford Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 9 December 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 December 2025.
Access & Diversion: Hertford Road north and south
bound. Access to Burton Court may be limited while
works are in progress.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land situated
adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be
maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Warwickshire County Coun

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 21 Nov 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—_—

ANNE RICHARDS
Deceased

Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone having a_claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
Hollow Court Farm, Earls
Common Road, Stock Green,
Redditch, Worcestershire, B96

6Y, who died on 10/11/2023,
must send written particulars
to the address below by
22/01/2026, after which date
the Estate will be distributed
having regard only to claims and
interests notified.

SME Solicitors

8 Sansome Walk, Worcester,
WRI ILW Ref:R01449/2

Keeping you up to
date with all the
latest information
on Planning
Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods
Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences
To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BLACK wrought iron
ornate slimline wall
mirror.  decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide

approx: £7.00. tel:
07934132759

FIVE Minton
Bellemeade  salad
plates (8”) blue
flowers, bone china,
very good clean

condition. £5.00 for
all. tel: 07934132759
CARPET  offcut -
brand new, Berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £3.00.
tele: 07934132759

MISCELLANEOUS
—

REVELATION
durable travel suit
/ garment bag, with

shoulder strap &
carry handle.two
hangers,  multiple

pockets, zip closure,
colour black. £5.00

07934132759

HIB qubic sensor
activated led
bathroom  cabinet,

60cm size £899 new,
3 years old, selling
for £50 ono 07805
745820

6 genuine Oral-B
precision clean
replacement rotating
toothbrush  heads
£12 01527853345

TITAN long reach
hedge trimmer
corded electric £35
07821939021

LADIES plated dress

MISCELLANEOUS
—

WOODEN toy
kitchen ex condition
many additional
accessories
ideal Christmas
present £25 ono
07765948003

MEN’S Carrera
Vulcan  Mountain
Bike and
Accessories. As New
£225 ono. Tel: 09561
08134

NEW crockpot slow
cooker for 12
people £8 unwanted
gift 07791215388

WANTED  Firewood
can collect
07874193100

WANTED Slabs can
collect 07874193100

LADIES M&S red
jumper, size 12,
brand new with tag.
£10. Tel: 07813 706

158 (Shirley area)

e | [Wake the right
choice
WANTED advertise
MOBILITY | || with us!
SCOOTER | ||gan
4 wheel type - n]ﬁz’

folds for car.
Dead batteries

acceptable.

Will collect

01789 778174

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vil Records GDs Cassetes
Vintage orNew *

hand doubles £49 LADIES M&S | rings size o. silver : i i inzs indi
Singles £29 Fridges Ml':]r‘g:s A Pas‘t’y“ﬁ; classic fully lined | with blue stone. | Vap i fall unit Seeklﬂg classic rock, Jozz, indie
£49 Freezers £59Can rocking horse on Iightweight jacket gold with red stone. em(l) x38 cm (’w) X f .
deliver 07703925662 |  wooden it nmhd detachlz_\b:le rose gokz 1vgith iglree‘;l 178cm (h) £99. Tel and rare mds. CGSh Pﬂld
collection onl; 00d. ight stone. all J. 07584 190667 o

RCEH/C\ llil :l]:c Fr iRc 255'00. teyl) turquoise. hardly | pictures available | EECTRIC chainsaw Cﬂ"O’ fext: 07765 ’ 42354 Or 0’ 52 7 893992
rise & recline £169 07934132759 worn. size 12. £3.00. M £30 ono but no O ’ ’ ,
Mariual fecline chair | TWO disability [ (1 can  forward | NEXT Christmas tree | protective ~clothing I email: welston(@Iive.com
£60 High seated rollators one new | Photos if interested) 6ft snow effect good included proof of
chair £40Can deliver | £50 one nearly new _tel: 07934132759 | condition £40 ono | age required phone Paul (A’batmss & Doomed Recofds)
07703 925662 £30 01527 65348 FRIDGE £50 07780800 | 07929068943 07949435456

75 incVA]

L —
ple boxed advertisement) :

y

Simply by advertising them in The

€rver-

I

Free Lineage (Ifems upfo value £500)

SOMETHING

0 séell?

You Can Raise Some Exira Cash and make someone else’s Day
By SELLING Your Wonderful but Unwanted Gifts or Private ltems

+0 Standard

\ And....If your ifem is valued at £500 or less — its FREE of charge in lineage (max 15 words)
But if you want your advertisement to really stand out or if your item is valued af over
£500, you can place details in a boxed advertisement for just £5.75 (inc Vat)

Simply fill in the coupon below, fick the appropriate box, enclose your cheque or credit card details if
required, and we'll do the rest - Or alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com

Paid for Boxed Ad (Iifems of any value)

i
PIE CE E Detals of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): (MAX 15 WORDS)
- .
SUITE |
1 Telephone Number.
brown leather, 1 Detals (Not for Publication):
perfect MMV ... Initiat Sumame
condition | Adaress .
as new | Postcode. ... TEIBORONB s v s s TR Mobile.
: Email address....
£5 5 0 : | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Ltd, value £...........ccvvivniiiniiin
. 1 or aternatively
can deliver | Please debit My Card fOr S..........vevvvrerrrrsessonnd Viso/Mastercard/Maestio/Detia
Telephone
10234 567890 Securty NUMDET..........(Last 3 digits) Issue Number.......f applicable)
| Send to Bullivant Media, Webb House, Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8P

or email your advertissment fo freeads@bullivantmedia.com
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TELEPHONE 015

BUILDERS
—

CARPETS
—_—

supplied

Furniture
moved!

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch
Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT

& fitted. T

taken up! |

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon

07753 800737

€) ® www.cliftcarpets.com

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

]
d}

DECORATING &

PAINTING
—

C&M Decorators

Father and Son * Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

FENCING
—

All types undertaken
20yrs exp.
No JoB Too SmALL
Contact Daryl

01527 526990 * 07847 898079

For a free quote

DA SMITH
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07841 683 635 - 01321 836221

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

PLASTERING
—

JFS

Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,

Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.

For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

LC]PLASTERING
SERVICES

General Property
Maintenance

All Aspects of Plastering
30 Years Exp

Call Craig Berrows

0777 1875865

HAIRDRESSERS
—

Hair by Sharon

in the comfort of your own home
Care Home Visits Avaliable

\ Over 20 years
\;. _‘,/

experience
i 310A Birchfield Road,
Webheath,
/ \ Worcestershire
#7=== (7772994654

sharon_campion@yahoo.com

KITCHENS
—

S.W

INSTALLATIONS

LANDSCAPING
—

DA, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing * Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds ¢ Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing ¢ Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01621 870014 - 0771 768 2616

ROOFING
—

PAGE 39
PLUMBING
—

SB

Plumbmg & Heatmg

* Gas Fires
* Gas Cookers

* Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

* Gas Appliance Landlord/home
* Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email: stuart4heating@gmail.com

Call me for domestic work
MOBILE

@ 07951 485 329

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ¢ Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325

SKIP HIRE
—

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and

cial skip requir

| 5 E
| B =
4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -

please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van

service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:

L www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

SKIP HIRE

A&S SKIPS

nfs IM!IGII) LT

ROOFING
—

WEATHER SBGUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
10% rr too small
Fully guaranteed
A|.|. HOU "G and insured
REPAI Written quotes
available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,

Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

& Mobile: 07467159012
2P Office: 01527962 9712

|nfn@weatherguards_ervmes.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

TREE SURGEONS
—

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving * Fencing * Arificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

01527906 577

Contact us today FREEPHONE: 0800 747 1704 + LANDLINE

treeandlandscapespecialistségmail.com

W ireeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk
Aol (o ge




Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning

CRB CHECKED °* FULLY INSURED

07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken

Standard

Oxford, Oxfordshire OX2 OEJ

7720407128006

Published by Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,
Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
Prinfed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead,

)

LANDMARK

LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
. * Bri * Turfing * Gravelli

* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing

@

All Work Guaranteed for 5 Years - No Deposit Required

SNy Checkatrade: Google |(§|

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Micropub to sponsor
walking league for
remainder of campaign

WALKING FOOTBALL: THE
Worcestershire Walking Football League
(WWFL) has secured a sponsor for the
remainder of the current season.

A micropub in Worcester - the Cocky
Anchor - will sponsor the league until its
conclusion in June next summer.

The sponsorship deal marks a significant
milestone for the WWFL with the league
keen to support healthy, active lifestyles
among the county’s walking football enthu-
siasts.

Many local teams along with the league’s
committee frequent the micropub and the
Cocky Anchor’s support will enable the
league to expand its reach.

The sponsorship will help fund events,
tournaments, awards and equipment
throughout the season.

‘WWFL chairman, Tim Evans said: “We are
thrilled to welcome Cocky Anchor, Worcester
as our official sponsor.

“Their commitment to supporting the
league perfectly aligns with our profile and
player base.

“We look forward to a successful partner-
ship that will bring lasting benefits to both
organisations, teams and players.”

In addition to the sponsorship deal, the
league and committee will involve the Cocky
Anchor, Worcester in a range of activities.

This includes matchday events along with
anumber of schemes in the future.

As part of the deal, the league has been
renamed as the Cocky Anchor, Worcester
‘WWFL

Wa.lkmg football targets men over the age
of 50-years-old and also women over the age
of 40-years-old.

\WWEL{chairman);

mim|Evans|(left)
with(Co

And the aim of the WWFL is to promote
and encourage walking football throughout
the county by providing local clubs with
opportunities to compete regularly.

Participating clubs include Worcester
City, Worcester Amblers, Evesham United,
Hindlip WFC, Sporting Club Inkberrow,
Droitwich Vets, Alcester Town, Hartshill
Strollers, Solihull Moors, South Birmingham

Galacticos, Bishops Cleeve and many more.

The WWFL season runs from September
2025 through to June 2026, with matches
scheduled three times a month on Sunday
afternoons.

Games take place at Sixways Stadium
and Claines Lane in Worcester and also
at Evesham United’s Spiers and Hartwell
Stadium.

Senior Cup draw

made for

FOOTBALL:
DEFENDING cham-
pions Worcester City
will host Pershore
Town in the quarter-
finals of this season’s
‘Worcestershire Senior

up.

City lifted the trophy
for a record-breaking
29th time last season
following a victory
against higher-division
Alvechurch in the final.

And Chris Cornes’
side begin the defence
of their trophy with
a home clash against
free-scoring Pershore
at Sixways Stadium
next month.

Worcester play two
levels above Pershore
although the Plums
caused an upset in the
previous round of the
competition.

Pershore thrashed
higher-division Malvern
Town 7-2 on their trav-
els to reach the last
eight.

The Plums memora-
bly beat Worcester in
the final of the Senior
Cup in the 2021/22 sea-
son to life the trophy
for the first time in the
club’s history.

Elsewhere, Worcester
Raiders will host
Bromsgrove Sporting
after beating Droitwich
Spa 3-0 in the previous
round to reach the last

eight.

Raiders beat former
winners Stourport
Swifts in the first

round and continued

last eight

their progress with an
impressive win against
the Saltmen.

However, Step Three
Bromsgrove, who
play two levels above
the Hellenic League
Premier Division side,
will provide Raiders
with a stern test.

Another eye-catch-
ing tie sees Redditch
United host National
League North side
Kidderminster
Harriers.

Harriers have won
the competition 28
times and last lifted the
trophy in 2016/17.

The Reds are six-time
winners and reached
the final in 2023/24
when they suffered a
surprise defeat against
Stourport.

The last quarter-final
tie pits Evesham United
against Alvechurch in a
repeat of the 2023/24
final when the latter
side triumphed on pen-
alties.

All four games will
take place on Tuesday,
December 9 with all
four fixtures to kick-off
at 7.45pm.

SENIOR CUP DRAW
IN FULL

® Evesham United vs
Alvechurch

® Redditch United vs
Kidderminster Harriers
® Worcester City vs
Pershore Town

® Worcester Raiders vs
Bromsgrove Sporting

for final MOT

Cam belt replacement
Clutch Replacement
General repairs

Welding

Servicing

Insurance work welcome

makes & models

MOT preparation and submission

Supply and fit all parts for all

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk

Yokohama
Authorised

Tyre
Dealer

-
g'-’
e

N

JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

TRADE TYRE PRICES TO
THE PUBLIC

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN ST
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR




