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Wills, Trusts & Power of Attorney

Free review service of your existing Will
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Friendly and experienced local people
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news

ell match is real gift
for brave Leo

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

THE FAMILY of a Bromsgrove
teenager who has leukaemia
and desperately needed a stem
cell transplant have received a
dream early Christmas present
as a match has been found in
the UK.

The family of 16-year-old Leo
Spronson received the wonder-
ful news on Tuesday, just days
after finding out the teen was in
remission.

Leo’s bone marrow results
showed the signs and symptoms
of Leo’s leukaemia had lessened,
indicating a positive response to
treatment.

Since Leo was first told he was
in remission, his blood has been
really stable and, for the first
time in a long time, working as
they should - but there is a 25
per cent chance the cancer will
come back.

Leo will now head to an appoint-
ment on Monday, December 22,
to get his stem cell transplant
started.

Since his diagnosis, Leo’s fam-
ily have been working with blood
cancer charity DKMS to get more
people on the stem cell donor

Thumbs up for Leo after a stem
cell match has been found. s

register to improve his chances
of finding a match and a registra-
tion day was held last month.
Jenna, Leo’s mum, said: “The
donor match is 10/12 - which is
fantastic. We don’t know who or
where that person is from.

“We are so incredibly thankful
for everyone who is on, or has
registered with DKMS to join
the stem cell register - you are
literally saving lives, and who
knows, one of you could be Leo’s
match.”

Leo will be admitted to the
hospital on January 12, where he
will isolate for four to six weeks
to prepare for the transplant. He
will have a 30-minute intense bag
of chemo which will completely
shut down his immune system.

“This is when Leo will be at his
most vulnerable.”

Leo will not be allowed any visi-
tors or allowed home throughout
this.

Jenna added: “As his mum, I
will be staying with him for the
whole time by his side like I
always do.

“He is, after all, still only 16
and I wouldn’t want to be any-
where else - so this also means I
will not be allowed home.

“Thank you, everyone, for con-
tinuing to support us all through
this journey.

“If anything, we want to help
spread awareness of how impor-
tant it is to get registered with
DKMS UK so please keep shar-
ing.”

A1\ A NEW Christmas carol

I - written in Bromsgrove
- will be performed pub-
licly for the first time at The Nine
Lessons and Carols service at 6pm
this Sunday, December 21, at St
John’s Church.

Jenna Plewes has written the words
for ‘A Place to Call Home’ and Steve
Cowperthwaite, the church’s direc-
tor of music, has set it to music.

Jenna said: “In this carol I'm see-
ing an ordinary man with a heavily
pregnant wife in an occupied land,
ordered to leave home and travel for
a census taking.

Director of
music Steve
Cowperthwaite
and the carol’s
writer Jenna
Plewes with
the new piece
of music. s

“I follow them with their newborn
baby, fleeing from murderers, living
for years as refugees until it’s safe to
return and find somewhere to settle.

“They find kindness along the way
- avery special couple entrusted with
Jesus, the saviour of the world - an
incredible story I have tried to see
through eyes like ours in these turbu-
lent dark times.” Steve said he tried
to reflect the trudging nature of the
holy family’s search for a home in
the music with a wistful chorus.

“I'm really looking forward to see-
ing how it works with the wonderful
singers of St John’s Choir.”
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CARE HOME

Christmas Fair

Saturday 20 December | 2pm - 4.30pm

Celebrate the festive season with us at our Christmas Fair. Enjoy a wonderful
~ selection of stalls, festive food and drinks, entertainment, games, and plenty of
seasonal cheer. It's the perfect chance to come together, meet the team,
and share in the holiday spirit with our residents and community.

01905934182 averyhealthcare.co.uk

Mulberry Tree Hill | Droitwich Spa | Worcestershire | WR9 7SS
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Brass band joins
festive singalong

STOURPORT Brass Band will
perform its festive extravaganza
from 2pm to 4pm tomorrow
(Saturday, December 20).

The ‘Stourport’s Singalong
Christmas’ is a fun-filled festive
family afternoon at The Stourport
Civic. As well as the brass band,
it will also feature Encore Youth
Drama Club, a visit from Father
Christmas, stalls, children’s
activities, a raffle, refreshments
and more.

Tickets, which are £10 for
adults with under-16s going free,
are available at ticketsource.
co.uk/stourportonsevernbrass

A CAROL concert host-
ed by the Mayor of
Kidderminster, Mayor of
Bewdley and chairman
of Wyre Forest District
Council has been hailed a
great success.

The event was held at
St Mary and All Saints
Church.

Kidderminster Town
Council thanked repre-
sentatives of the church
and said: “It was a truly
lovely service and a fan-
tastic way to celebrate
the season together.

“We were also grateful

Advice for delivering an
informative talk about the
vital services they provide
in our community.”
Donations at the event
were split between a vari-
ety of charities. These
included Kidderminster
and District Youth Trust,
Kidderminster Foodbank,
‘Worcestershire Wildlife
Trust, Wyre Forest Citizens
Advice, The William Mills
Foundation, The Emily
Jordan Foundation, The
Rob Poysor Fund Cardiac
Risk in the Young and
St Mary and All Saints

band or by calling 01299 823339. to Wyre Forest Citizens Church, Kidderminster.

The concert was a joint venture
between the Mayor of
Kidderminster, Coun Doug Hine,
Mayor of Bewdley, Coun Nicole
Harper and Wyre Forest District
Council chairman, Coun John
Byng. Picture by Miriam Cunliffe
Photography. s

Vauxhalls -
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Our Speciality

Mechanical repairs
to all types of vehicles.

Wishing all our customers a
erry Christmas

R L

FOR SALE: The Mightiest MINI of Them All

(MINI 5-Door Hatch ¢ 1.6 One * Manual * Petrol * Black * 84,329 miles
* Registered March 2013)
Behold the BEST. CAR. EVER. Yes, it’s MINI in size... but MEGA in attitude.

This sleek black hatchback has been loved, cherished, adored, and routinely
reassured that it is, in fact, “the best car ever.” It now seeks a new human with
great taste... someone who appreciates style, personality, and looking
effortlessly cool in any neighbourhood.

* MINI car. MAX charm.
* SMALL size. BIG Personality.
* Tiny footprint. Huge fun.
* 1598 cc of “heck yes.”
* Best car ever? Yep.
The Juicy Facts
* Mileage: 84,329 miles of joyful adventuring
* Fuel type: Petrol (the classic, the original, the vibe)
* Engine size: 1598 cc of eager oomph
* Body type: Hatchback (the most practical of the cuties)
¢ Colour: Black — slimming, stylish, never goes out of fashion
* Transmission: Manual — for people who actually enjoy
driving
* First registered: March 2013, a vintage of distinction
Looking for a Good Home
This MINI has been treated like royalty (friendly royalty,
not the stiff-upper-lip kind). It deserves someone who will
appreciate its beauty, nurture its zoom, and maybe even
give it a cool name like “Sir Mini Ill” or “Lil’ Thunder.”
What You Get
* A car that fits everywhere
* he joy of knowing you've chosen the fun... and AWESOME
option =
* A car that parks anywhere (experience others watch you in &
envy) '
* A dashboard that makes you feel happy everytime you look #
at it.
* A driving experience best described as “WHEEEEEE!”
¢ The smug satisfaction of having the best taste in town! 4 : sy
If you want a car that’s fun, friendly, frugal, and full of character, then
congratulations — your search ends here.

Fully Serviced and maintained, taxed and MOT to March ‘26
£3,500
07889 016452

DM me. Take it for a spin. Fall in love. Drive away smiling.
Only good homes need apply.

For a

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

RESIDENTS across Worc-
estershire are being urged
to ensure they get the right
treatment over Christmas.

With local emergency depart-
ments facing  unprecedented
demand, staff at the Herefordshire
and Worcestershire Health and
Care NHS Trust’s minor injury units
(MIUs) want everyone to be aware
of the alternative treatment centres
available.

MIUs across Worcestershire are
open seven-days-a-week throughout
the festive season (including bank
holidays). They offer advice and
treatment to anyone with a minor

ury.

Bromsgrove’s MIU at the Princess
of Wales Community Hospital is open
from 8am to 8pm, while the MIU at
Kidderminster Hospital opens from
8am to 10pm.

The minor injury units at Evesham
Community Hospital and Malvern
Community Hospital open from 9am
to 9pm. The one at Tenbury Wells
opens from 9am to 5pm every day.

Local pharmacists can also give
expert confidential advice, as well
as medicines for a range of minor
ailments. No appointment is neces-
sary,

Here are the pharmacy times for
Worcestershire over the Christmas
bank holidays:

Christmas Day

Knights Chemist, Market Street is
open from midday to 3pm.

Stewarts Pharmacy, The Chapel,
Evesham, is open from 10am to
12pm.

Kidderminster Pharmacy,
Stourport Road, Kidderminster, is
open between Ipm and 3pm and
Areley Kings Pharmacy, Stourport, is
available between 10am and 1pm.

In Malvern, Lygon Pharmacy,
Worcester Road, is open from
10am to 1pm and Claremont House
Pharmacy, Barnartds Green Road

I your latest information on

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

from 1pm to 4pm.

Church Green Pharmacy
in Redditch is available
from 10am to 1pm and
Knights, Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross from Ilpm
to 4pm.

In Worcester, St Peter’s
Chemist (Tesco), St Peter’s
Drive is open from 10amn
to 1pm and Giles Pharmacy
in Cranham Drive from
1pm to 4pm.

Boxing Day

Bromsgrove Pharmacy
is open from midday to
3pm.

Boots, Evesham Retail
Park, is available from

MIUs and pharmacies
open over holiday times

9am to S5pm.

Crest Pharmacy, Linden
Road, Kidderminster, is
open between 10am and
Ipm.

In Malvern, Boots,
Enigma Retail Park, is
open from 9am to 6pm.

Apollo Pharmacy,
William Street, Redditch
is available between 10am

.Silver Street,
Worcester, is open from
10am to 4pm.

And people, if they are
unsure of where to go, can
initially contact NHS 111,
either online at 111.nhs.uk
or by calling 111.

Wovy Chnistmas a;:: Fappy New Year
SHOWCOACH tours

27 years of coach tours to top shows

December

21 THE WICKED WIZARD OF OZ BPpulse Arena
A spectacular arena event bringing together
pantomime and sensational aerial acrobatics.
Fun for all to start the festive season............. £75

January

6 ROBIN HOOD Birmingham Hippodrome
Starring Matt Slack, Gok Wan, Faye Toser
Andrew Ryan & Biggins as King Richard in this

hilarious pantomime.....

Our 2026 programme will be out soon.

Pick ups @ Reddifch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject fo route)
For details and to book phone 01527 542389
or email enquiries@showcoachtours.co.uk
Visit www.showcoachtours.co.uk
for the full programme

See
page

28
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Chippy’s donation
helps pantry funds

A DROITWICH fish and
chip shop has spread
Christmas cheer around
the town by donating
almost £1,000 to good
causes.

Jaspal Singh, owner of
Queens Fish and Chip Bar,
has run a community compe-
tition through the festive sea-
son where customers voted
for their favourite local good
cause with £500 for the win-
ner.

After a huge public vote, the
cash was eventually awarded
to Droitwich Community
Pantry and Fridge.

However, the huge public
response led Jaspal to dip
further into his pocket to
make further donations of
§250 to Moving Forward on
Westlands and £125 to The
Crafty Cafe.

Jaspal has been a staple
in Droitwich for years now,
having opened his fish and
chip shop on Queen Street in
1994. He believes Christmas

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith
@bullivantmedia.com

is the time when people and
charities struggle the most
and wants to help out in his
own way and spread some
festive cheer.

He ran a similar competi-
tion during Covid pandemic
and felt that, given the tough
times many people were
going through, now would
be a good time to once again
help the community.

He said: “We were genu-
inely overwhelmed by the
response from the commu-
nity.

“So many people took the
time to nominate and vote,
which really showed how
much support there is locally
for these causes.

“I love Droitwich — there
is a real spirit and together-
ness to it.

“Being able to donate £500
to Droitwich Community
Pantry and Fridge, along

with additional donations
to Moving Forward on
Westlands and The Crafty
Cafe, means a lot to us.

“All three charities do
incredible work support-
ing people in Droitwich and
especially in the run-up to
Christmas - it feels really
special to be able to give
something back.

“It’s  definitely helped
spread some Christmas cheer
around the town, and we're
proud to be part of such a
caring community.”

Jaspal added he was plan-
ning to visit the Droitwich
Community Pantry Fridge in
the new year to see its volun-
teers at work.

Run by Droitwich
CVS, Moving Forward on
Westlands runs a commu-
nity fridge for those living in
the area and provides mental
wellbeing and support.

The Crafty Cafe offers arts
and crafts for all ages to
help people with their mental
health and wellbeing.
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Staff at
Queens Fish
and Chips
get in the
charitable
mood this
Christmas. s

Christmas
message
WHEN light shines
through blue glass, it
turns blue. Through

red, it turns red.
Together in a

stained-glass window,
they create a beautiful
rainbow.

The light has not
changed, but the glass
transforms how we
experience it.

We, too, are like that
glass. The way God’s
light shines through us is
unique.

You might be the bright
yellow pane and some-
one else the deep purple
one. Together, we make
something beautiful.

Let God’ s hght shme through

In the Christmas story,
God’s light came softly,
not like harsh headlights.

It took a risk, shining
through ordinary people.

Mary could have said
‘no’. Joseph could have
said ‘no’. The innkeepers

andshepherds could
have turned away.

But they chose to let
the lightin, and it shone
out into the world.

So, how is your glass
looking? Is the light of
love and trust shining
through? Are you let-
ting others shine in their
own unique ways?

The Light of the
World came as a fragile
baby.

You don’t need to be
a laser show - just let
the light shine through,
however small.

Have a most blessed
and happy Christmas.

Rev Ray Khan

Vicar, St John’s and
St Andrews in The
Parish of Bromsgrove

GLAZING A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
'I & REPAIRS  RELIABLE SERVICE...

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
elp is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM

* Locks
Call us for a free quote

* Hinges
* Mirrors
* Misted Glass
¢ Safety Glass
* Decorative Glass
* Cat Flaps in Glass
* Conversatory Repairs
* Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
* UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
u.p.u.C.

WINDOWS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

WINDOWS &
SUPPLIED
& FITTED_\

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors
Composite Doors

Card payments accepted R/ AY:Y

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbri dgn
Ciadding 5 Roollng Lid
o an o et Ut

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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AT THE Barnt Green Macular
Group’s festive get-together, the
Cats chorus performed some sea-
sonal songs.

The event was very well-attend-
ed by members and Viola, a guide dog puppy,
who managed to sit quietly through the sing-
ing and hilarity.

She then met the grou[‘s members.
This picture was taken during the group’s
rendition of the classic ‘12 Days of Christmas’

Festive Edition, Friday December 19, 2025

which was accompanied with appropriate
actions.

Wendy Pepper, the Barnt Green Macular
Society Support Group leader and speaker,
said: “Needless to say, not an easy challenge
for the visually impaired but enjoyed by all.”

The Barnt Green Macular Group next
meets on Friday, January 30, 2026, when the
talk will be ‘Hearing and You’'.

For more information, call Wendy on 0121
445 1585.

All the hard work pays off as
traditional panto takes a bow

BROMSGROVE is lucky to have the
talents of local theatre company ‘All
& Sundry Productions’ to bring joy
and laughter here for the festive
season.

All year long our neighbouring towns
have laughed at our never-ending road-
works debacles now they can join us at
the splendid Cobham Theatre and laugh
with us not at us.

A&S Cinderella is directed and
produced by Alison Berrisford, ably
assisted by choreographer and co-di-
rector Martina Ponsonby who together
have sprinkled fairy dust over the whole
proceedings.

Audiences’ expectations get higher
every year, they are not cognisant of
local budgets and want their share of
West End tinsel — well safe to say every-
one went home happy.

The script has just the right balance
of sauciness and sentimentality with
catchy songs a few local jokes for the
flavour. The costumes and settings were
joyous and so were the special effects

from a glittering Cinderella’s coach and
horses to magical sparkling enchanted
woods.

There is a strong cast of principals
supported by excellent senior and junior
ensembles and strong dancers including
many from ‘The Stage Door Academy’.

Melody Hubbard heads up the compa-
ny in the title role looking and sounding
Jjust perfect as Cinderella. Daisy Yarnold
pulls it off as Prince Charming and
Emma Tarling makes a dapper Dandini.

David Mann is flawless as the hapless
Baron Hardup, rich in voice and move-
ment and is well-served by Beth Ralley
as his bossy wife the Baroness Hardup.
Their ‘Anything You Can Do’ song is
one of the show’s highlights. Their kids,
the Ugly Sisters, Fartina and Alitosis are
a dumb and dastardly delight from Tony
Madden and James Ralley.

Special shout out to Neil Lane who
brings a laugh every time he enters as
a Bromsgovian Fairy Godmother also,
to Tristan Harris as Buttons who makes
a majestic stage debut as the perfect
‘Buttons’. He might not get the girl, but

he certainly gets the audience — no stop-
ping him now - it’ll be from Buttons to
the Bard.

Other parts included Zena Schtyk as
‘Wallace and director Alison Berrisford
stepping in as Grimace, Mikey Lewis
as Major Domo and Poppy Ralley as
Jenny.

Panto may be fun but it’s also very
demanding. Putting all the hard work to
the test is a daunting first performance
debut — this Cinderella a suffered a tech-
nical restart which brought out sterling
stuff from the All and Sundry troupers —
it gained in confidence as the show went
on and ended in the triumph, I am sure
it will be so for the rest of the run.

Take a bow — in fact take them for the
next 10 days — you deserve it

Cinderella runs at the Cobham Theatre
at Bromsgrove School until Tuesday,
December 23. Visit: bromsgrove-school.
co.uk/whats-on for times, tickets and
more information.

James Ralley and David Mann as the ugly sisters

Alitosis and Fartina with Standard editor Tristan

Euan Rose

Harris as Buttons. Picture courtesy of All and Sundry
Productions. s

So much more than

self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

\ w

i

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“ssa

I I self storage

association
United Kingdom

O
Beyond

Storag?J

4+ New roofs
4 Re-roofs
4+ Roof repairs &% 777

: ng
4 Tiles/slates W&ETT
replaced

UPVC ROOFLINE

PRODUCTS

4 Fascias

4 Cladding

4 Soffits

4 Guttering

4 Down pipes
Froe Quolali

ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

OFESSIONAL ¢« RELIABLE * TRUSTED

<4 Flat roof solutions
4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt
4 Re-pointing

4 Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

DRY RIDGES

EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

Commencial roofl projects undertaken

- Al Work Guanaleed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google
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ood news just in
time for Christmas

AN ABANDONED pregnant
husky and her ‘Rugrats’ pups
who ended up at Bromsgrove’s
Blue Cross have found loving
homes in time for Christmas.
Two-year-old Siberian Husky
Kimmy came into the rehoming cen-
tre on Wildmoor Lane in Catshill, in
August with her six pups from the
RSPCA after she was found stray-

g.

Caroline Oram, the Bromsgrove
Blue Cross’ admissions co-ordina-
tor, said: “At first, she was wary, but
soon she warmed up to us.

“She is such a loving girl and was
a brilliant mum.”

The pups were named after the
characters in the hit TV cartoon ‘The
Rugrats’ - Lillian, Angelica, Susie,
Tommy, Cynthia and Chuckie.

Caroline said: “We're so happy
we've been able to find them all
loving new homes in time for
Christmas.”

Kimmy’s new owner Marian, who
lives in Hampshire, said: “Kimmy
has settled exceptionally well in our
home thanks to the wonderful work
by the guys at Bromsgrove before
she came to us.

“We love her so much - she is
loving her routine and lets us know
when it’s time for bed.

“She is growing in confidence
each day.

“She is such a lovable, affection-
ate girl, who loves to play and then
snuggle - we're looking forward to
spoiling her this Christmas.”

e

Lilian and Chucky - two of the husky pups who now have a

home for Christmas. s

The charity needs urgent support
so it can help vulnerable homeless
pets this Christmas.

People who donate will help pro-
vide a ‘Critical Care Kit’, which con-
tains emergency items tailored to
each pet’s needs on their first night
with the charity. These include pain
relief, antibiotics, warm blankets

and nutritious food.

People can support Blue Cross by
donating £10, £20 or £30, helping
rehoming and veterinary teams pro-
vide urgent support to pets in need
during their most vulnerable hours.

Visit: bluecross.org.uk/christma-
sappeal for more information.
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This Christmas know
that you are loved...

LAST week I found
myself dressed as a
giant orange at our
Christingle service.

Christingle is an old
tradition that involves
using an orange,
adorned with a red
band, sweets and a
candle, to share the
story of Jesus, light of
(and in) the world.

I'm sure whoever
invented it could not
have imagined a
human Christingle,
but they, like me,
would have been
pleased to remind
people that amidst the
darkness of winter,
throughout the chal-
lenges of life, the baby
born in the manger
brought light into the
world. Our world can
feel uncertain, dark
even, which can lead
us to feel afraid — and
fear can sometimes
mean we make deci-
sions that do not fully
reflect our shared,
God-given humanity.

Jesus, light of the
world, grew up to take
light into the darkest
places, to cast out
fear, to remind us all
who we really are -
people whose lives are precious
and valuable, who are loved, and
who have the ability to love each
other.

This Christmas, may you too
know that you are loved.

Rev Claire Turner
Vicar of St Chad’s Rubery

JEWELLERY REPA

Find us inside: SJ Shoe Repairs, ' %=

fL

7 Unit 3 Park Walk ﬁ

ngfisher Centre, Redditch B97 4HD. (Opposite Sports Direct)

Jewellery repair service i’

Rings resized, Claws replaced, Stones reset,
Chains and Charms soldered and so much more...

Fridays 10am-4pm - Saturdays 9am-12noon

Outside of these hours: Call Sharon Gayle on 07939 620649

@ sharoniquejewellery.co.uk

><| sharoniquejewellery@gmail.com

IRS

-~

i ())ewice
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Santa is visiting Redditch this Christmas. s

REDDITCH Skip Hire
is sprinkling some
Christmas magic
around the town this
year, as Santa takes to
the streets of the town
with his one-of-a-kind skip-sleigh.

Throughout December, on select
weekdays between 3pm and 4pm,
families and pupils at local primary
schools are encouraged to keep
their eyes peeled at pick-up time -
you never know when Santa might
sleigh by.

Father Christmas will be keep-
ing tabs on who has been naughty
or nice as he cruises around town,
making sure his elves are fully
briefed before the big day.

Anyone who spots him is urged
to ‘give him a big wave’.

Parents are invited to snap pho-
tos of Santa on his journey and
share the joy with friends, family
and Redditch Skip Hire over on
Facebook. Simply search ‘Redditch
Skip Hire’.

Jason Mowatt, general manager
at Redditch Skip Hire, said: “Our
aim is to bring an extra dash of
Christmas cheer to the people of
Redditch this year in an unexpect-
ed and fun way.

“We're excited to celebrate the
festive season with local fami-
lies and help to facilitate Santa’s
Redditch adventure.”

THERE was a flurry of Father
Christmases at Arrow Valley
Park in Redditch when the annu-
al Primrose Hospice Santa Fun
Run took place.

This year’s seasonal fundraiser
generated an incredible £15,843
for the charity to help it continue
delivering free, essential care and
support to people living with life-
limiting illnesses and families cop-
ing with bereavement throughout
2026.

Jack Taft, Primrose Hospice
fundraiser, said: “The Santa Fun
Run once again proved to be an
extremely popular event this year
with a big turn-out.”

More than 350 fun runners turned
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Red letter day for
the festive runners

out to create a great Christmassy
spectacle.

On event day,Samba band
‘Someone At The Door’ with their
performance and the Santa Sacks
proved extremely popular, adding
to the incredible atmosphere.

Jack added: “And we promise new
features will be in the works to keep
Santa Fun Run fresh and full of sur-
prises to keep participants coming
back for more.”

Adding to the fun, Father
Christmas himself made an appear-
ance, joined by his Snowman help-
ers from Redditch Round Table and
Redditch Stars Running Club, who
volunteered as marshals and hosted
a cake stall to raise even more for

More than
350 Father
Christmases
took part in
the Santa Fun
Run. Picture
by Dennis
Redmond. s

Primrose.

The Primrose Hospice and Family
Support Centre would like to thank
to everyone who made this event
possible, including all their vol-
unteers and the sponsors John
Truslove Chartered Surveyors and
Valuers.

Anyone who missed the Santa
Fun Run can find other ways of
supporting the Primrose Hospice
throughout the year.

The next big drive is the Treecycle
campaign where people can get
their Christmas trees recycled and
contribute to the charity’s coffers at
the same time.

Visit: primrosehospice.org/events/
treecycle/ for more information.

X
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &
/> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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Leah’s fab Christmas card
design is a winner for MP

BROMSGROVE MP
Bradley Thomas has
revealed the win-

ner of his first-ever
Christmas card design
competition.

Hundreds of children
across the constitu-
ency have been getting
into the festive spirit
by getting creative and
drawing the design
for the local MP’s
Christmas card.

After a lot of delib-
eration due to the high
quality of the designs,
Mr Thomas has
revealed Leah, aged
eight, from Lickey End
First School, won this

year’s competition.

Her design now fea-
tures on the front of
the MP’s Christmas
card which has already
been sent to hundreds
of people.

The runners-up were
George, seven from
Bromsgrove, and Maia,
eight, from Lickey End
First School.

Mr Thomas vis-
ited Lickey End First
School where he pre-
sented Leah and Maia
with a certificate and
a House of Commons
Christmas tree decora-
tion.

He said: “After a

sleigh full of entries,
it was hard to whittle
down the hundreds of
excellent designs to
find the winner.”

He congratulated
Leah for her ‘very
festive design’ and
thanked the runners-
up George and Maia
and everyone who
took the time to
design their entries.

Bromsgrove MP Bradley
Thomas with the main
design and winner Leah
and Maia, one of the
runners-up. s

Concert rounds
off busy festive

time for singers

BARNT Green Choral
Society completed its
busy Christmas pro-
gramme with a fine
carol concert.

It started with a cham-
ber choir from Barnt Green
Choral singing the annual
memorial service at Waseley
Hills Crematorium on
December 9.

The uplifting service was
attended by many fami-
lies bereaved in the last 12
months who grieved and gave
thanks for the lives of those
they had lost.

Many found great comfort
and solace from the sing-
ing and the event has now
become a regular feature of
Barnt Green Choral’s calen-
dar.

The choir’s main Christmas
Concert took place at St
Andrew’s Church, Barnt
Green, on Saturday and was
followed by a ‘mince pie
party’ in the Parish Hall.

The church was packed and
a really fun, family atmos-
phere was created by conduc-
tor and compere extraordi-
naire, Steve Cowperthwaite.

The choir sang Christmas

songs in many different styles,
ranging from Paul McCartney
to John Rutter.

St Andrew’s School choir
captured the hearts of eve-
ryone, and a five-piece wind
ensemble demonstrated the
power of live instrument
playing.

Mr Cowperthwaite said:
“The choir excelled them-
selves and it was so good to
have the St Andrews children
involved.”

One of the band said he
really enjoyed playing and
labelled the choir ‘superb’.

The refreshments team
rose to the occasion and its
leader Simon joked about
writing a book entitled: ‘101

Barnt Green Choral Society’s festive programme ended with
the Christmas Concert at St Andrew’s Church.

things you can do with a
mince pie’.

The choir’s rehearsals
restart on January 5 when
preparations begin for ‘The
Armed Man: A Mass for
Peace’ by Karl Jenkins and
‘Song of the Universal’ by
Ola Gjeilo.

These works will be per-
formed at Artrix on Saturday
28 March 2026.

Visit  artrixbromsgrove.
co.uk/whats-on and scroll
down to book tickets.

Anyone who loves singing
and would like to find out
more about joining Barnt
Green Choral should visit
barntgreenchoral.org  for
more.

Christmas message

AS YOU get older, you
realise more and more
that the greatest gift of
all for Christmas is the
time you get to spend
with those you love the
most.

Time is so precious,
and before you know it
you blink, and another
year has passed.

That’s why | always try
to appreciate every sin-
gle second of Christmas.

Friends & family the greatest gift

It’s the time of year to
come together with your
friends and family, to
slow down and to enjoy
a well-deserved break
from work.

It is also a great time to
reflect on the past year
to and to look ahead to
the next one.

We’'re all so busy with
work and our personal
lives that it can be easy
to forget to stop and
appreciate what we’ve
achieved and what we
hope to achieve.

I hope you’ll be able

to spend time with those
you love the most this
Christmas. There is no
better gift.

Yes, a new watch or
phone might be on your
wish list, but precious
time with friends and
family is the most pre-
cious gift of all.

From my family to
yours, | want to wish
you all a very merry
Christmas and a happy
new year.

Bradley Thomas
Bromsgrove MP

COUSINS

FURNITURE

Interest
Free Credit
Available

Doors Open
Boxing Day
10am

EXTRA DISCO NT PRICE

£1199

Extendmg table + 4 Chairs
was £1999

sleep pack’

Worth over

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE
="

*Includes 2 free Tempur pillows, mattress protector
and duvet with every Tempur pro mattress purchased.

LeatherSofa QO C

BIRMINGHAM ¢« DUDLEY « NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME ¢« SHREWSBURY



PAGE 8

Yuletide brings
back some fine
track memories

by Neil Gordon
news@bullivantmedia.com

THE TRADITION of not running any pas-
senger trains across Christmas Day and
Boxing Day is now established, but this
has not always been the case.

There was a time when both passenger
and freight trains operated all-year around,
including at Christmas, with Bromsgrove
being just one place of many that was a hive
of activity.

Here, Alan Spencer, who was a fireman on
the banking engines at Bromsgrove, recalls
working on a busy, and wintry, Christmas
Day 1963.

Mr Spencer said: “In the 1960s it was nor-
mal to run trains on Christmas and Boxing
Day. And, while not all trains ran, several
important express trains ran on the north
east-south west route through Bromsgrove,
with most services still being steam hauled
despite the introduction of some diesel loco-
motives.

“On Wednesday, December 25, 1963, I was
rostered on the afternoon shift from 4.05pm
with driver Bert Halfpenny. We were allo-
cated BR Standard Class 9F steam engine,
number 92223.

“I'd left my home in Redditch that day
around 2.45pm to cycle the seven miles to
Aston Fields.

“I was 16 years-old and had only joined the
railway in the February, aged just 15.”

Alan said their first task was to top up the
firebox, coal tender and water tank on 92223,
before a Bristol to Sheffield passenger service
arrived at 4.32pm.

“That train comprised 12 coaches and was
being hauled by Jubilee locomotive number
45676, named Codrington.

“We banked this up the Incline to Blackwell
in quite heavy snow.

“Once Bert and I got back down to
Bromsgrove depot, known as 85D, I called in
at the south signal box to see Ted Mason, the
signaller, who was, as usual, knitting.

“Ted had shown me how to work the
instruments and levers in the box and I took
the opportunity to set the road for a down
express under Ted’s guidance, while he con-
tinued to knit.”

Mr Spencer told how Ted then made
enquiries to see which other trains were due
through Bromsgrove later on, and would
need banking.

“We were informed there was a Cardiff to
Leeds and Bradford passenger, a Bristol to
Newcastle mail and a relief mail to Derby.

“Also, there were two banana special freight
trains from Avonmouth Docks in Bristol, both
going to Water Orton.

“I returned to the mess room from the
signal box for a cup of tea and some turkey
sandwiches, which Bert’s wife had made.

“There was no TV to watch, so we played
cribbage, which Bert had taught me.”

It then began to get busy for Alan and Bert,
just as the weather deteriorated.
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Fireman Alan Spencer spent Christmas Day
1963 banking trains up the Lickey Incline
on Standard Class 9F, number 92223, with
driver Bert Halfpenny. s

“The Leeds and Bradford service arrived
at 7.30pm, comprising 12 coaches hauled by
Jubilee 44818.”

Alan said: “We banked this train up the Incline
during a blizzard. Then, at 9.25pm the Newcastle
mail arrived comprising 14 coaches (622tonnes)
of which three coaches were TPOs (Travelling
Post Office).

“It had now stopped snowing but there were
several inches covering the ground, which con-
cerned me as to how I would cycle back home.

“At 10.15pm the relief mail arrived with anoth-
er Jubilee, number 45584, hauling 11 coaches
(465 tonnes) which we assisted.

“Once back in our messroom the ‘phone rang
as we settled down to play cribbage again. It
was the British Rail telephone exchange at
Gloucester saying my parents had phoned and
that my stepfather,Ted, was hoping to collect me
around midnight.”

Today, 78-year-old Mr Spencer works from
home as a duty control manager for a parcel
distribution train company and has had a railway
career spanning 62 years.
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Every day in December, a single bus journey will cost
no more than £1 on any route across Worcestershire.

Whether you'’re dashing into town for last minute
gifts, visiting loved ones, or travelling to work, let the
bus take you there for less this festive season.
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‘%OVEB 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish, ﬂ
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more

comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.
A

Cloud 2ero

3 motor lift and tilt

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

N CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

» Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours

* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort

» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service

* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

CHOICE OF SEAT DEPTH

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence A4
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control y riw
 Available in Single, Double, and Dual models = )
» Fantastic fabric and headboard options
» Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

i

g
= Why Choose Us? - K/

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE - offering honest advice and personal attention FAST, HASSLE-FREE DELIVERY - Dellvery often within 24 hours, with free setup
you can trust.

and installation.
QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR COMFORT & STYLE - Furniture, beds, and mobility items  PROUD BRITISH BRANDS - Supplying trusted names like Celebrity, Sherborne,
chosen for quality and lasting comfort.

Highgrove, and Adjust-A-Bed.
TRUSTED & RELIABLE - Built on honesty, value, and a reputation WE COME T0 YOU - Home visits available by appointment - we bring our
you can rely on. @
“An

. servuce to your door. ,
r— ] Sy R e 4
othfer Great Y™ - ' 1% 8 . “CFirst Class Service
Experience - again. Very
Fanlas'tic Sen’/:ce ) y d i S Fabulous reasonable prices
starting in the 7 5 y for good quali
Showroom, right — ¥ Prstilllc'ts} l;’;f’;,/f ﬁmﬁture.unig(
through to delivery : - 3 andinc ptii e i delivery.
and installation. 2 and Good prices - T R |5 ) Very Helpful and
A < z e s s ; y Help:
EivelStar Servicel - what more could + o

Fantastic i you ask for!” | . Friendly Staff. Highly

Products!”® s Recommend them?’
B ADJUST-A-BED (CB August 2025) , (MQ July 2025)
(LH. Sept 2025) 5 S More Than Just A Bed. . ' 2 |

. Free parking | Free local Delivery, Installation &
”;Z Disposal Available | Family-run for over 35 years
/ Open 7 days! Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm | Sundays 10:30am - 4:30pm

¢ 01905 796507 | 2 info@svfonline.co.uk
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The Arden Hotel has donated £400 to Stratford-upon-Avon Food Bank.

Festive boost for foodbank

STRATFORD Foodbank has been given a festive
funding boost thanks to a town hotel.

The foodbank, based at The Fred Winter
Centre on Guild Street, has received a £400
donation from The Arden Hotel.

The foodbank has handed out more than
4500 food parcels so far this year, with over a
third of these going to children.

Isla Stroyan, from Stratford-upon-Avon
Foodbank, said: “We are so thankful that The
Arden Hotel has supported our work again this
year. With our Christmas goodie bags, we expect
to feed around 2000 people this Christmas, and

so every donation we receive makes a real dif-
ference to families in our town.”

The Arden Hotel made the gesture after
donating £10 from each hotel room sale from
its Christmas package.

Sai Nathan, general manager at The Arden
Hotel, added: “We are aware of the important
role that Stratford-upon-Avon Foodbank plays
in supporting those in our local community,
and as Christmas is often a time when sup-
port services such as foodbanks see a spike in
demand, we wanted to do our bit to help them
fund additional items.”
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Latest superstore
opens its doors

A NEW Aldi store in
Pershore opened its
doors to customers last
Thursday (December
11), with Team GB tram-
poline hero Bryony Page
cutting the all-important
red ribbon alongside
school children from
Holy Redeemer Primary.

The Pershore supermar-
ket is the first Aldi to open
in the area and will be run
by James Normington,
along with a team of 21
colleagues from the local
community.

Gold medallist Bryony
gave away complimentary bags of fresh fruit
and vegetables to the first 30 customers and
afterwards visited Holy Redeemer to give a
school assembly as part of Aldi's Get Set to
Eat Fresh programme.

The scheme has already inspired over two
and a half million school children aged five to
14 to learn more about the benefits of cook-
ing fresh, healthy food with their families.

“It was an honour to officially open the
store and welcome customers inside for the
first time.

“It was great to speak with the children
at Holy Redeemer Primary School about the
importance of eating healthily and how it can
be fun to plan and prepare meals as a fam-
ily. Hopefully I've also managed to inspire
the pupils to keep active and try different
sports,” she said.

Store manager James Normington added:
“It’s been a wonderful morning here at the
opening of Aldi Pershore. It was lovely to

welcome our new customers into the store,
and I look forward to meeting more of the
community in the coming weeks.

“I'm also thrilled that we've been able
to support Holy Redeemer Primary School
through our partnership with Team GB.”

Additionally, the new Aldi store is calling
on local charities and food banks in Pershore
to register with Neighbourly, a community
engagement platform that links businesses
to charitable organisations in the local com-
munity. Local charities that register will be
able to collect surplus food and perishable
products, such as fruit, vegetables and baked
goods, seven days a week. Email aldi@neigh-
bourly.com to get involved.

Team GB gymnast Bryony Page and
store manager James Normington
open the store with help from Kevin
the Carrot and pupils from the Holy
Redeemer school. Picture by Adam
Fradgley

Mid Week Roast on a

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

e

Lunchtime Specials and
Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday 12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - 5pm

Thursday £12.25
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Join us at
your local church
this €hristmas...

St Leonards CofE, Church Hill, Frankley, Longbridge Methodist Church, Bristol Rd
B32 4BL / 0121 4753484 South, B45 9TY / 0121 257 2584
Christmas Eve Christmas Eve

5pm - Christingle and Nativity Service 11.15pm - Midnight Communion

9pm - First Communion of Christmas Christmas Day

Christmas Day 11am - Christmas Day Service

10am - Christmas Day Eucharist
' At St Chad’s CofE, New Road, Rubery, B45 9JA /

Beacon Church Centre URC, Whetty Lane, 07748 998227

Rubery, B45 9DL / 07526 250645 Christmas Eve

Christmas Eve 4.30pm - Family Crib Service
11.30pm - Midnight Communion 11pm — Midnight Eucharist
Christmas Day Christmas Day

10.30am - Christmas Day Worship 10am - Fun-filled Family Eucharist

Holy Trinity CofE, Rose Hill, Lickey, B45 8RR St Andrew’s CofE, Sandhills Road, Barnt

with Green, B45 8NR with

St Catherine’s CofE, St Catherine's Rd, St Michael’s CofE, Cofton Church Lane, Cofton

Blackwell B60 1BN / 0121 445 1425 Hackett, B45 8PT / 0121 447 7097

Christmas Eve Christmas Eve

10am - Holy Communion at Holy Trinity 3pm - Crib Service at St Andrew’s

3pm - Christingle at Holy Trinity 4:30pm - Family Carol Service at St Andrew’s

4:30pm - Christingle service at St Catherine’s  6:30pm - Carols by candlelight at St Andrew’s

Christmas Day 11pm - Midnight Communion at St Michael’s

10am - Christmas Communion at St Catherine’s Christmas Day

10am - Christmas Celebration at Holy Trinity 9:30am - Informal Christmas Communion at St
Andrew’s

St Stephen’s CofE, Edgewood Road, Rednal,

B45 8SG / 0121 243 4634 Our Lady’s RC, Leach Green Lane, Rubery,
Christmas Eve B45 9BQ / 0121 453 3452

3:30pm - Family friendly Crib Service Christmas Eve

11.30pm - First Mass of Christmas 9.00pm - ‘Midnight” Mass with Carols
Christmas Day Christmas Day

10.30am - Christmas Day Service 11.15am - Christmas Day Mass

We will also be gathering for ‘Beer and Carols’ (other drinks are available!) at the
Hawthorns Social Club at 7.30pm on Friday 19th December -
you buy a drink, we provide the carols!

The New Frankley Gathering is also offering an opportunity to seek light in the darkness on
Sunday 21st December from 10am - 12pm at 4 Arden Road, Frankley B45 0JA and are
hosting carols around the tree outside the Arden Road Shops in Frankley from 4pm on
Tuesday 23rd December.
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Keep calm and join the festive fun

CAORL concerts, nativities,
meeting friends, days out,
decorating the house, bak-
ing.

ghn'stmas is a time when at times
it can all feel a bit much and con-
trary to the infamous does not feel
like ‘the most wonderful time of
the year’.

Christmas isn’t always the magi-
cal, stress-free wonderland we see
in adverts.

Between shopping for gifts, cook-
ing for a crowd, hosting family, and
juggling work deadlines, the festive
season can feel more like a mara-
thon than a holiday.

If you're feeling the pressure,
don’t worry—you’re not alone.

Here are some practical, down-
to-earth tips to help you stay calm,
enjoy the season and not dip into
the Christmas chocolates early.
Perfect—Aim

Forget for

Happy

We all want that Instagram-
worthy Christmas, but real life is
messy. Burnt cookies? Late par-
cels? A tree that leans slightly to the
left? It happens.

The truth is, nobody remembers if
the napkins matched the baubles—
they remember laughter, good com-
pany, and those little moments that
make the season special. So ditch
the idea of perfection and focus on
what really matters.

Keep Your Wallet Happy

Overspending is one of the fastest
ways to turn Christmas stress into
January blues.

Set a budget and stick to it.
Homemade gifts, Secret Santa
exchanges, or potluck dinners
can cut costs without cutting fun.
Remember, the best memories

don’t come with a price tag—they
come from shared experiences.

Don’t Forget You

Amid the chaos, take care of
yourself. Sleep well, eat something
green (not just sprouts or pistachio
chocolates!), and get outside for
a walk. Feeling frazzled? Pause,
breathe, and reset. Even five min-

utes of quiet can make a difference.
A calm you is the best gift you can
give your family.

Learn the Power of ‘No’

Christmas invites and obligations
can pile up quickly. It’s okay to say
no. Choose the events that make
you smile and politely decline the
rest. Quality beats quantity every

time. You don’t need to attend
every party or bake every cake—
sometimes less really is more.

Share the Load

Christmas isn't a one-person
show. Rope in family or friends—
whether it’s cooking, decorating, or
wrapping gifts.

Most people are happy to help,
and teamwork makes the tinsel
sparkle. If you're hosting, don’t be
afraid to ask guests to bring a dish
or help with clearing up.

And get the children involved,
even though the job make take
twenty-times as long, they enjoy
offering a helping hand and its
always nice to teach them new skills
or just have a bit of time with them
where six-seven isn't involved.

Embrace the Little Things

The magic of Christmas isn’t in
the big gestures—it’s in the small
moments.

A cup of hot chocolate after a
long day.

A silly Christmas film on the sofa.
Singing carols off-key with the kids.
These are the things you’ll remem-
ber, not whether the turkey was
Instagram-worthy.

No one remembers if the bis-
cuits were burnt - they remem-
ber making a mess and having
fun. Image by Jill Wellington
from Pixabay

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

< Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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paul holman 2

Children’s TV Legend Emmerdale &
& Masterchef Coronation'Street
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SIMON 23 : rlialn’s Got Talent
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PALACE 8DEC*25 -4 JAN ‘26
THEATRE BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
REDDITCHPALACETHEATRE.CO.UK
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NOT MANY peo-
ple know that the

( roots to the tradi-

tional pantomime

we know today lie

in ancient Greece
and Rome and date back hun-
dreds of years.

The shows we enjoy over the
festive season combine music, slap-
stick comedy, plenty of one-liners,
dance, and audience participation.

Early forms of pantomime
emerged in Roman entertainment
as wordless storytelling through
expressive gestures, often per-
formed alongside music.

This tradition waned with the fall
of the Roman Empire but saw a reviv-
al during the Italian Renaissance in
the 16th century through commedia
dell’arte, a theatrical tradition fea-
turing stock characters, improvisa-
tion, and physical comedy.

British pantomime

By the 18th century, pantomime
evolved into a distinctly British art
form. Influenced by Italian com-
media and French mime traditions,
English pantos blended these with
local folk tales and Christmas tradi-
tions. John Rich, an early innovator,
introduced Harlequinade, a comic
performance featuring Harlequin
and Columbine, laying the ground-
work for modern pantomime.

In the Victorian era, pan-
tomime gained popularity as
a Christmas entertainment for
families, incorporating fairy tales,
music hall comedy, and -cross-

dressing, with men playing ‘dames’
and women often portraying prin-
cipal boys. Audience participation
became a hallmark, with frequent
call-and-response interactions.

Modern pantomime, performed
primarily in the UK, retains its
traditional roots while embracing
contemporary elements like pop
music and topical humor.

It remains a festive spectacle
filled with exaggerated characters,
magical settings, and humor for
all ages, keeping its centuries-old
legacy alive.

Pantomime today

Pantomimes, or ‘pantos’, are still
a cherished British Christmas tradi-
tion today, blending comedy, music,
and audience participation.

These family-friendly shows bring
classic fairytales, such as Cinderella,
Aladdin and Jack and the Beanstalk
to life, often with a modern twist.
Featuring exaggerated characters,
slapstick humour, and topical jokes,
pantos are as much about the expe-
rience as the story.

The ‘he’s behind you’ and ‘oh yes
it is’, ‘oh no it isn’t’ lines are still
balled out by audiences across the
country.

Today, pantomimes remain vital
to British theatre, often generating
the highest ticket sales of the year.
They feature a mix of seasoned
actors and celebrities, from real-
ity TV stars to beloved comedians,
boosting their appeal. Spectacular
sets, dazzling costumes, and special
effects make modern pantos visual
extravaganzas.

The biggest pantomimes are
staged in large venues, like the
London Palladium and Birmingham
Hippodrome, where productions
draw thousands. The Palladium’s
panto, starring a star-studded cast,
is often considered the pinnacle of
festive theatre. Similarly, regional
theatres across the UK rely on
pantos to fund other productions
throughout the year, underscoring
their economic importance.

Pantomimes continue to bring
communities together, preserving
a unique blend of tradition, humor,
and holiday magic. And there will
be plenty of pantomimes to catch in
your local area.

Here are the top ten panto-
mimes in the UK

1. Cinderella — Often referred
to as the ‘jewel of pantomimes’,
Cinderella is a perennial favourite,
filled with romance, magic, and the
hilarious antics of the Ugly Sisters.

2. Aladdin - A tale of adventure
and wishes, Aladdin delights audi-
ences with its flying carpets, magi-
cal genies, and comedic characters
like Widow Twankey.

3. Peter Pan — The boy who
never grows up takes audiences on
a journey to Neverland, complete
with Captain Hook, Tinker Bell, and
plenty of swashbuckling.

4. Jack and the Beanstalk — This
giant-slaying adventure brings
laughter and suspense with a magi-
cal beanstalk and a lovable cow.

5. Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs — This fairytale comes to
life with comedy from the dwarfs
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A history of Panto (oh yes it is)

he'numberone

“panto'infthe.—
UK's E‘

and the ever-evil Queen, alongside
a classic love story.

6. Beauty and the Beast -
Combining romance and comedy,
Beauty and the Beast is a visually
stunning show with a heartwarming
message.

7. Sleeping Beauty - With its
magical fairies and a wicked vil-
lain, this story is a family favorite
featuring lots of laughs and a heroic
prince.

8. Dick Whittington — A London-
based tale of ambition and adven-
ture, Dick Whittington features a
heroic rat-catching cat.

—L L ——|

9. Goldilocks and the Three Bears
— This circus-themed panto is a less-
er-known gem, filled with laughs,
songs, and thrilling acrobatics.

10. Robin Hood — A swashbuck-
ling tale of good versus evil, Robin
Hood features sword fights, archery,
and plenty of comedy.

These pantomimes continue to
captivate audiences across the UK,
blending tradition, humor, and fes-
tive magic.

So, if you have not already, why
not go and support your local pan-
tomime?

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814792

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

osit of

99 deposit option is only appl
Window

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 887970

S5STARWINDOWS.CO.UK

e to orders up to
credit broker and is

FEATURE DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORES
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ZBED FACTORY

Trading since 1989
3 floors full of beds
(We are bigger than we look)
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PROBABLY
LEAMINGTONS

BEST EVER
BED SALE

‘ 4’6 1000
i pocket springs
- mattress,natural
fillings
was £499
NOW £299
46
mattress hase
and headhoard

NOW ONLY
£499

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL

139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
&01926 422404 sales@thebedfactory.co.uk

and www.thebedfactory.co.uk Trustpilot * * * *x *
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10% OFF

Your first online order with code DESIGNER10

DOGONLINE.CO.UK
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Just for Pets

Check out your local store today

| Small Sausages Large Sauaagu

20 for £5 | 10 for £5
Tasty. w-ﬂywm

woftiase  fremn o

16 tar €5

Just for Pets, 20 Market St Bromsgrove BG1 BDA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets, Saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Brits strangest gifts revealed

A BLOW-up boyfriend, a sin-
gle sock and a potato with
the recipient’s name on it
have been revealed among
some of the UK’s strangest
Christmas gifts.

A new nationwide study com-
missioned by blood cancer charity
Leukaemia Care has revealed that
many Brits are rethinking the way
they give gifts at Christmas — espe-
cially at the last minute.

Around half of the 2,000 sur-
veyed admit they regularly re-gift
unwanted presents, and more than
a third say they would rather donate
to charity than buy a token gift.

The research, released to launch
Leukaemia Care’s winter appeal
‘The Unseen Gift’, uncovers the
scale of waste and pressure sur-
rounding festive giving in the UK.

Almost a quarter of people say
they receive up to two gifts each
Christmas that they don’t actu-
ally want, and a similar propor-
tion choose to donate unwanted
presents to charity.

Over 60 per cent admit to buying
last-minute panic gifts just for the
sake of having something to give,
and almost half feel pressured to
spend more than they can afford at
Christmas.

When asked about the strangest
or most unwanted presents they’'ve
ever received, respondents revealed
that things can go very wrong.

Among the most common were
single socks, toiletries, cheap nov-
elty mugs, soap, stationery, and ill-
fitting clothing - with many admit-
ting they’d been handed something
that had clearly been re-gifted or

chosen in a last-minute panic.

But some answers took a much
quirkier turn. People reported being
given everything from a potato with
their name written on it to a brick, a
concrete rabbit, a Viking necklace,

and even a sign for a cheese shop.
A surprising number mentioned
risque gadgets, including a ‘blow-
up boyfriend’ and a ‘ladybird bat-
tery massager’. Others recalled gifts
that were just plain bizarre, such as
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a cable wire, a home-made fort (as
an adult), or a custom bobblehead
of their boss.

Together, the stories paint a pic-
ture of well-meant generosity gone
hilariously wrong, and underline

how much money is wasted each
year on presents no one really
wants.

Leukaemia Care’s The Unseen
Gift campaign encourages people
to give differently by donating in
someone’s name to support those
affected by blood cancer, instead of
buying an unwanted or unnecessary
present.

Colin Dyer, chief executive of
Leukaemia Care, said: “Every year,
millions of pounds are spent on
gifts that end up forgotten, re-gifted
or in the bin.

“The Unseen Gift is about turn-
ing that waste into something truly
meaningful, a gift that could help
save a life, support patients and
advise families how best to navi-
gate what can be a difficult time
together.

“We know people want to show
they care, but this research shows
many of us are tired of the pressure
and the excess. By giving an unseen
gift, you're still giving - but in a way
that makes a lasting difference.

“We all want Christmas to feel
special, but sometimes the most
powerful gifts are the ones you can’t
wrap. Supporting someone through
a diagnosis, funding a helpline call,
or helping us reach another family
in need - those are gifts that truly
matter.”

The charity hopes the campaign
will inspire people to rethink how
they give, and remind them that
even small, thoughtful acts can
make a tangible impact.

Visit www.leukaemiacare.org.uk/
theunseengift to leave an unseen
gift.

Longhridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,

Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

com i
ot e

CARPETS

Quallty Carpets and flooring

New Road Complex, New Road,
Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY10 1AL
Call 01562 755769
Email sales@foynescarpets.co.uk




Festive Edition, Friday December 19, 2025

Stratford care home
gets a makeover

Stratford care home has been given a new lease of life, thanks
to a major refurbishment and development programme.

he Limes, a 31-bedroom home on
Alcester Road run by local charity
WGCS Care, has added a café, outdoor
patio and hair salon, and several
ensuites have also been upgraded
to wetrooms to support comfort and
independence.

pain and anxiety, support speech
and memory loss, and even improve
balance and appetite. It also helps
families connect with loved ones.

Sleeping well at night

In many care homes, night checks
disturb sleep. Staff often open doors
every one or two hours, which can
leave people feeling tired the next day.

Set in quiet, private grounds near the
town centre and train station, The Limes
supports both privately and socially
funded residents. At The Limes, a night-time acoustic
monitoring system offers a quieter
approach. Used with consent, it listens
for unusual sounds like someone
calling out or moving and alerts staff
who respond straightaway. Sleeping
residents are left undisturbed.

Supporting wellbeing every day

WGCS Care’s aim is simple — that every
day is well lived.

At The Limes, this includes regular
activities and trips out in the Memory
Maker minibus, helping residents and
families revisit familiar places and make
new memories.

This system has been shown to
reduce falls and improve wellbeing.
People who sleep better are more
alert, steadier during the day, and often

Music is a big part of life too, with st AnE R Batter 155,

regular sessions from WCS Care's
dedicated community musicians.
Research shows music can help reduce

The Limes is currently the only home
in Stratford-upon-Avon using this
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Every day well lived

technology — another way
WGCS Care supports people’s
dignity and comfort.

A consistent and
caring team

The home benefits from a long-
standing, dedicated team who were
recently recognised with Investors in
People Platinum — an accreditation
achieved by just 5% of accredited
organisations.

Manager Karen Hall has been with
WGCS Care for over 20 years.

‘I'm incredibly proud to be the manager
here,’ says Karen. The Limes has a
real family feel. Our small lounges
and dining rooms help people
connect. The café and hair

salon have brought something

new to qaily life and we're

already planning lots of social
events to welcome the community
into our home.’

We can help

choosing a WCS care home, or one outside
our group that’s more suited to your needs.

Call me today for an initial
discussion about your needs.

€ The Limes, Alcester Road,
Stratford-Upon-Avon, CV37 6PH

) wes-care.co.uk [ /wescare wcs_care

Questions about care?

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help you navigate
the process of finding the right care home, so that you feel
confident about the decision you make — whether that’s

07802 728447 B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk

Registered charity
number 1012788




Russell Lane

The Jewellers of Warwick

'V»J .

CASH FOR CHRISTMAS"

Sell your gold in any condition

IMMEDIATE CASH OFFER
OR STORE CREDIT

| Ready for Christmas?

From broken chains to lone earrings and
old rings that are no longer worn; we can
" help with an immediate cash offer or store
: credit on all Gold and Silver Items

Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk

Tel: 01926 494 494 Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk
2 High Street, Warwick, CV34 4AP
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What’s the
best present
you can give
yourself this
Christmas?

THERE is so much to love
about the journey into winter.
In the Northern Hemisphere,
cold lashing rain might be the
reality, but there are so many
ways you can spin the next
few months so they feel like a
delight for the senses rather
than a drain on your reserves.
How? We need to take our lead
from the Scandinavians, who
have the joys of this entire sea-
son rolled into one gorgeous
concept - Hygge.

‘What is Hygge?

Hygge (pronounced ‘hoo-gah’) is
a Danish/Norwegian word that’s all
about creating a warm, cosy atmos-
phere. It’s all about slowing down
and enjoying the simple pleasures
in life.

So, how can you bring more
hygge into your life this season?
Hygge doesn’t have to be compli-
cated. In fact, much of its beauty
lies in the simplicity of it.

Here are 10 simple ways to intro-
duce hygge into your life this win-
ter
1.Cosy space. Add some soft light-
ing, blankets, and pillows to
your living room or bedroom.

It doesn’t take much, but it can
completely change the feel of a
space.

. Warming drinks. There’s
something incredibly comfort-
ing about holding a warm mug
in your hands. Herbal teas, a
healthy hot chocolate, or even
a simple cup of warm milk are
perfect for chilly evenings.

3. Candles everywhere. Lighting a

candle in the evening can create

Do

Picture by Swloczyk2 from Pixabay

a lovely, relaxing atmosphere.
The soft, flickering light works
wonders for calming the mind.

4. Comfort food. It’s that time of
year when hearty soups, slow-
cooked stews, or a warm bowl of
porridge is on the menu. Simple,
nourishing meals are the ulti-
mate in comfort and are perfect
for the colder months.

5. Digital detox. Try switching off
from screens for an hour or two
in the evening. Without the con-
stant buzz of notifications, you’'ll
be able to unwind and relax
much more easily.

6. Snuggle up with a book. There’s
something beautifully hygge

about curling up with a good
book. It’s a simple pleasure that
can bring a lot of joy.

7. Connect with loved ones. Hygge
is all about togetherness, so
make time to catch up with
friends or family. Whether it’s
in person or over a video call,
those connections are so impor-
tant for your wellbeing.

8. Mindful moments. Hygge
encourages us to be present and
appreciate the little things. For
you, that might mean savouring
a cup of tea or watching the rain
outside, take a few moments
each day to just *be*.

9. Woolly socks and comfy clothes.
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There’s nothing better than
changing into something cosy at
the end of the day. Consider this
your sign to yourself to some
soft, cashmere socks or a warm
Jjumper.

10. Winter walks. Although it
might well be freezing outside,
there’s no such thing as bad
weather, only unsuitable cloth-
ing... Even on the coldest days,
there’s something refreshing
about being out in nature.
Remember, it’s okay to slow

down and take time for yourself,

especially as the holidays approach.

Hygge is a reminder that self-care

isn’t selfish - it’s necessary.

PRICE
PROMISE

We’ll match
ANY PRICE,

go online for
details

WINTER SALE NOW O :

BEDLC

« ESTABLISHED LOCAL INDEPENDENT BUSINESS

* PROFESSIONAL & PERSONAL SERVICE

* FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

STRATFORD ON AVON

sleep great, Britain

—

MATTRESSES
DIVAN BEDS BED

FRAMES

HEADBOARDS

SOFA BEDS
GUEST BEDS

ADJUSTABLE BEDS
RISER AND RECLINER

CHAIRS

MBPANY

SWarwickshire’s Only Official
&“Silg_n‘tnight Sleep gntre

www.stratford-bedcompany.co.uk 01789 297111
3 Maybrook road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 0BT

MILLBROOK BEDS W)

uvlush Craftsmanship i

T
ADJUST-A-BED

\x/

eal{lthbeds

I(CI med

When you go to bed, we go to work

Opening
Times:
Monday - Saturday
9:00am - 5:30pm
Sunday
10:00am - 4:00pm

BEDIB&IDI\UA ié';\NY

WWW.stratford-bedcompany.co.uk

welcome
FURNITURE

DELIVERED FuL MELED

We are Open
22nd and 23rd
December
Closed on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day
and Open 10 am - 4 pm
on Boxing Day
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Gelebrate the New Year at
Droitwich's award-wmnmg
vasaanti restaurant

S SOON as Christmas has

passed, thoughts turn to New
Year's Eve, which is now only 12
days away.

INIW3SILHIAQY

The ever-popular award-winning
Vasaanti restaurant in Droitwich is now
taking bookings for one of three
sittings on December 31.

NOW BEING TAKEN

ssccssssssssscssssVaccccsccsccccsscccccnscnscccsne

| 5,00-7.00m 157 SEATING
7.1'5-9.15PM:'2N“.SEATING
9.30-11.00pw: 3% SEATING

ADVANCED BOOKINGS RE(]UIRED\

N\

£10.00 PER PERSON CASH DEPOSIT REQUIRED (NON-REFUNDABLE)
NO SPECIAL OR SET MENU ON THE NIGHT, MINIMUM SPEND £20 PER PERSON

01905 770 051 « WWW.VASAANTI.CO.UK
69 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WRQ 8EP

Akbar Miah - Owner

These popular sittings will take place from 5pm to
7pm, 7.15pm to 9.15pm and 9.30pm to 11pm and
people are being urged to book now to avoid
disappointment. £10 cash deposit required per person.
As well as a variety of mouthwatering meals to choose
from, including appetisers, starters, main courses,
sundry items and desserts, after your meal, you will
have plenty of time to get to where you plan to be to
welcome in 2026.

Alternatively, you could have a takeaway delivered or
cooked up to pick up.

The Vasaanti is opening everyday, seven days-a-week,
throughout the festive season, so people can enjoy a
get-together with family or friends.

Akbar Miah, known as Aki, took over the restaurant
from his brother more than three years ago after a
successful 17 years at India Spice in Bromsgrove.
And since then, it has gone from strength-to-strength
with Aki and his team, including manager Alamin Miah
who recently received the IBM Young Entrepreneur
Award 2025 in recognition of his hard work, leadership
and passion for excellence.

There is also the famous Basel and the other friendly,
welcoming, experienced and knowledgeable staff who
are all ready to welcome you throughout the festive
season so you can enjoy the very best in British Indian
dining .

After already having plenty of customers journeying to
the eatery from the surrounding areas since he took
over, Aki is looking forward to seeing many familiar
faces from Bromsgrove, Kidderminster, Worcester,
Stourbridge and even further afield.

Or, if you cannot make it to the popular restaurant,
there is always the option to have the mouthwatering
meals The Vasaanti has become famous for delivered
as a takeaway.

The Vasaanti has won a multitude of accolades,
including - the '2025 Restaurant of the Year in
Worcestershire’ in the Master Chef Promotions
Business Hospitality and Excellent Awards.

That followed The Vasaanti winning the ‘Best
Restaurant in Worcestershire’ at the TMiiCA Awards
the year below and amidst hundreds of excellent
reviews on Google and TripAdvisor.

So, why not book yourself and friends or family a table

and give yourself a real culinary treat for New Year's

Eve or during the rest of the festive season?
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A right Royal Christmas tradition

FROM PRESENTS

to puddings, many

of today’s favour-

ite Christmas tra-

ditions were popu-

larised by Queen
Victoria and the royal family
in the 19th century.

Several of the traditions still

loved today are rooted in Germanic
heritage thanks to Queen Victoria’s
husband, Prince Albert. The prince,
who moved to England to marry
the queen, embraced his childhood
traditions and introduced them to
his family.

In the early years of Victoria's
reign, the royal family celebrat-
ed Christmas at Windsor Castle.
However after Albert’s death in

1861, the queen began celebrating
the festive season at Osborne, their
holiday home on the Isle of Wight.

Continuing these festive tradi-
tions after his death was a tangible
way of keeping Albert’s memory
alive. It also inspired a nation and
these customs began to be seen
in the private homes of Victorian
England.

Decorating Christmas Trees

Decorating trees at Christmas
was a festive activity popularised
by Prince Albert. Inspired by his
heritage, trees in the royal house-
hold were adorned with lit candles
and trinkets and the interiors filled
with evergreen decorations.

But Victoria and Albert weren’t
the first royals to put up what is
known today as a Christmas tree.
George III married Queen Charlotte
who, like Albert, was raised in
Germany. Charlotte is credited with
bringing decorated evergreen trees
to England when she introduced
their first Christmas tree at Queen’s
Lodge, Windsor, in 1800.

Victoria and Albert are so closely
linked to the tradition because they
were famously illustrated standing
beside a decorated tree with their
children. The engraving was pub-
lished in the press in the 1840s and
it quickly took hold of the national
imagination.

Turkey or festive bird for din-
ner

Victoria and Albert enjoyed tur-
key at Christmas. They would sit
together as a family for their main
meal and enjoy turkey with all
the trimmings. Later they might
indulge in a plum pudding.

Naturally finances influenced
what families put on their Christmas
tables, and the majority of peo-
ple in Victorian England were not
wealthy. Where possible a festive
bird remained central to a fam-
ily dinner and for many this would
have meant a goose, like Charles
Dickens illustrates in A Christmas
Carol. Some even joined a goose
club so they could pay in instal-
ments throughout the year.

Giving gifts

Giving gifts at Christmas wasn’t a
tradition the Victorians introduced,
but they certainly made it a part of
their family festivities. Presents were
shared on the evening of Christmas
Eve, rather than Christmas Day as
is traditional in the 21st century.

In the royal household Queen
Victoria insisted unwrapped
presents be spread out across
tables, as they did with royal birth-
days. There are references in the
queen’s diaries about the gifts she
gave and received at this time.

Victoria and Albert famously gave

each other jewellery, works of art,
sculptures, paintings. Often the chil-
dren and grandchildren would give
the queen things that they would
have made themselves like paint-
ings, embroidery or handicrafts.
Poorer Victorians would have
been forced to live within their
means. Elaborate tables filled with
gifts may not have been adopted by
a more modest Victorian family, but
the concept of sharing gifts was a
part of the annual celebrations.

Plum pudding

Christmas puddings featured reg-
ularly on the royal dessert menu
at Osborne, and are again refer-
enced by Dickens as a treat enjoyed
by regular Victorians. It was often
served with a kind of sauce, per-
haps an English custard or creme
anglaise. But while a staple on the
Victorian Christmas table, the hum-
ble pudding began as a pottage in
the Medieval period.

Today brandy custard is a popular
addition to the Christmas table and
in a similar way to lighting modern
puddings, Victoria and her family
enjoyed a similar activity involving
this ingredient, albeit with a slightly
dangerous twist. They would set
fire to a bowl of raisins soaked in
some sort of alcohol and the aim
was to extract as many raisins as
possible from the bowl.

AYURY“SPA

Kerala Ayurveda & Beauty Spa
WWW.KERALAAYURVEDASPA UK

07300 105346

DR. SHINEY JOSEPH (BAMS)

AYURVEDA MASSAGE TREATMENT
Back pain e Sciatica ¢ Neck & Shoulder Stiffness & Pain
Muscular/Neurological Disorders & Pain ¢ Headache
Insomnia e Stress e Arthritis & More

BEAUTY TREATMENTS

Massage e Facial ¢ Waxing & Threading

Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm www.keralaayurvedaspa.uk

PHOENIX *COACI—IES .
Decembar Adult  Child
20th Black Country Museum £35.00 £22.00
22nd Pub Lunch & Stratford £30.00 £24.00
January
e e £30.00 £24.00
21st Telford £25.00 £20.00
March
3rd Melton Mowbray £29.00 £22.00
7th York....... £27.00 £22.00
17th Cotswold Market & Broadway £27.00 £22.00
21st Afternoon Tea & LItChfield. ...........ovvureierireieiieceiceicceeesi e £33.00 £28.00
31st Liverpool £29.00 £22.00
April
8th Cheddar Gorge & Clarkes Shopping Village...........ccceueierreieiriereiicieiceieinas £30.00 £24.00
11th London £30.00 £24.00
14th Cotswolds & Broadway £29.00 £24.00
May
5th Pub Lunch.................. £31.00 £25.00
16th Black Country Museum £27.00 £24.00

Eastbourne - The Haddon Hall Hotel 29th March- 2nd April 26. 5 Days/4 Nights £320 Per Person
Price includes- All coach hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening meal & Breakfast, 1/2 price bar,
entertainment package, Day excursions & An Afternoon Tea

Scotland- Waverley Castle Hotel 27th-31st May 26. 5 Days/ 4 Nights 425 Per Peron

Price Includes- All Coach Hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
Excursions, Admission to Falkirk Wheel, and Admission to Ainwick Castle

Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights £295 Per Person.
Price Includes- All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
excursions, Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE
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DEATHS
—

IN MEMORIAM
—

O’CONNELL
Anthony

Died on 26th November 2025
aged 87 years.

\

The funeral has
taken place.

Enquiries to

Wright Funeral
Services,
Great Missenden.

Tel: 01494 863101

DEATHS
—

NORMAN

Pamela Dorothy

Aged 102 years

Widow of Denis Charles Norman, dearly
loved Mother to Elizabeth and Nicholas.
Pamela will be sadly missed by all her family
and friends and the wider community.
The funeral service for Pamela will take place
at Redditch Crematorium on
Friday 9th January 2026 at 2.00 pm.
Family flowers only please, donations if so
desired to Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
may be sent to
Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors,

Grey Friars,

Birmingham Road,

Kings Coughton,

Alcester. B49 5QF
or via 01527 547777.

Thank you.

DEATHS
—

‘YOGI’

Michael John Horgan
Aged 75 years.
Passed away peacefully on
Friday 12th December, 2025.
Much loved by Jan and all of his family and
friends.

A service to celebrate Mick’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium on
Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 11.00 a.m.
Donations if so desired to:
Birmingham Children’s Hospital
All enquiries to:

Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road,

Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777

Thank You

Ifyou have a message
for a loved one,
call our team

CROSS

Snez
18/12/2017

A much loved
Brother.

Loved and
remembered
always.
Senitra, Roger,
Francis, Hazel,
Julie and Families

[f you have a
message for a
loved one,
call our

team on

01527
5886838

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

.l Huntleys Funeral Services

W' Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553
58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk @

SERVICES
—
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Learn from yesterday,
" - L I live for tod
_ﬁ% o » hop’euio:) trorio?:nw
‘ Anonymous
2 W
MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
[

519 Evesham Road,

o
AS Tlme GOCS By 2 I N S A Crabbs Cross,
YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN Y N\, Redditch, B97 5P
MEMORIAL SUPPL’ER THE NURSERY SHOP
Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and

Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddltch co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tol\O] 527 550 700

FUNERAL

DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family
to care for your family

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH STUDLEY
01905783188 01527 852213

FUNERAL

DIRECTORS
—

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

A family concern %

emall admm(‘thomasbrothers co. uk
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Where saying
goodbye means

everything”
Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,

contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 911

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happened.

4"‘*@ A

6 4] T

DIRECTORS
—

Whatever the occasion, why not send
your loved ones a message....

Call our
team on

PAGE 27

g |

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

)

Anonymous

oleces

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

T: 01527 831723
info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

01527 588688
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

ASHORNE ROAD, ASHORNE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to replace telegraph poles.

Order Commences: 22 December 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 22 December 2025.

Access & Diversion: Ashorne Road, Bromson Hill, Banbury Road,
Moreton Morrell Road, Ashorne Hill and vice versa.

Contractor: Sunbelt Rentals Ltd, Tel: 03700 500 792.

County Council

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 13 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Stratford Road, Warwick Road, Hatton Bank
Lane, Snitterfield Road, Snitterfield Street, Bridge Street, Vine
Cottages, Church Street and vice versa.

Contractor: Sunbelt Tm, Tel: 01543 375 121.

STRATFORD ROAD, WOOTTON WAWEN

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works for servicing of pressure relief
valve.

Order Commences: 8 January 2026 for up to 18 months.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

PUBLIC FOOTPATH SD207 IN THE PARISH OF HENLEY IN ARDEN
Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic between Grid References
SP1532465978 and SP1538565953.

Reason for Order: To avoid the likelihood of danger to the public
because of the excavation works on or near the path.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to 6 months.

Access & Diversion: No diversion route available.

Contractor: WCC County Highways Street Lighting, Tel: 01926 412 459.

C76 WOOD STREET, STRATFORD UPON AVON

Order Effect: A One-Way Traffic flow in an easterly direction will be
imposed between High Street/Bridge Street roundabout and Meer
Street — closed to westbound traffic.

Reason for Order: Footway reconstruction and associated works.
Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: One-way diversion: High Street, Chapel Street,
Church Street, Chestnut Walk, Rother Street and Wood Street.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

CLOPTON LANE, MICKLETON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

Order Commences: 6 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 19 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Colemans Hill, Meon Hill, Admington Road,
Main Street, Back Lane, Goose Lane, Tailors Lane, Campden Road,
Stratford Road and vice versa.

Contractor: BethMar Ltd, Tel: 07736 993 275.

C74 SAWBRIDGE ROAD, LOWER SHUCKBURGH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from A425 gl

9 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Stratford Road, New Road, Henley Road,
Hunger Hill, Oldberrow Lane, Oldberrow Road, Redditch Road,
Birmingham Road, Priory Square, Alcester Road, Haydon Way,
Coughton Hill, Willoughby Close, Alcester Bypass, A46, Bearley Cross
and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Tm Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

COMMON LANE, CLAVERDON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to install new ducting.

Order Commences: 6 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 8 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Common Lane, Lye Green, Lye Green Road
and vice versa,

Contractor: Sunbelt Rentals Ltd, Tel: 03700 500 792.

NEW ROAD, ALDERMINSTER

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to replace a telegraph pole, closed
08.00hrs-18.00hrs.

Order Commences: 9 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 9 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: New Road, Banbury Road, Stratford Road,
Halford Road, Old Halford Road, Fosse Way, Shipston Road, Old Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: Go Traffic Management, Tel: 01613 515 370.

D6089 JUSTINS AVENUE, STRATFORD UPON AVON

Order Effect: Road closed between A3400 Birmingham Road and
Clopton Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works, closed 08.00hrs
-16.00hrs.

Drder Commences: 9 January 2026 for up to 18 months.

Road to Flecknoe Station Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works,
08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 8 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 8 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: C74 Sawbridge Road, C74 Willoughby Road,
C74 Sawbridge Road, C74 Moor Lane, C74 Main Street, A45 London
Road, A45 Daventry Road, B4429 Daventry Road, A426 Southam
Road, A426 Rugby Road, A426 Southam Road, A423 Southam
Bypass, A425 Daventry Road, A425 Shuckburgh Road, and vice versa.
Contractor: C R Macdonalds Ltd, Tel: 01527 518 989.
BROOKHAMPTON LANE, KINETON

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable exploratory works prior to pipe
installation.

Order Commences: 9 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 11 January 2026

Access & Diversion: No diversion available

Contractor: Sunbelt TM, Tel: 01543 375 121.

DARLINGCOTT ROAD, TREDINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable telegraph replacement works,
09.30-15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 6 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 6 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Darlingscott Road, Darlingscote Road,
Campden Road, Norgren Crescent, Fosse Way and vice versa.
Contractor: Sunbelt Rentals, Tel: 08700 500 792.

C72 BRIDGE STREET, WELLESBOURNE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between its junctions
with Church Street/School Street and Chapel Street.

9 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Clopton Road, A3400 Birmingham Road, and
vice versa.

Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where possible and
safe to do so for businesses and residents only.

Access/egress to/from Hodgson Road, Maple Grove, Woodlands
Road, EIm Road via Justins Avenue may also be restricted whilst
works are in progress.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

D MILL LANE, ASTON CANTLOW

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between its junctions
with Brook Road/Wilmcote Lane and Wood Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works,
08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 10 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 10 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wilmcote Lane, Wood Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

BURFORD LANE, ASTON CANTLOW

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to renew water meter.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 7 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Burford Lane, Alcester Road, Henley Road,
Village Road, Alne End, Spernal Lane, Spernall Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.
NUTHURST ROAD, BEAUDESERT

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To safely enable works to install new water
connection.

Order Commences: 7 January 2026 for up to 18 months.

ion: 9 January 2026.

Reason for Order: Footway and works,
09.30hrs-15.30hrs, weekdays only.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Clockwise: Bridge Street, Stratford Road, A429,
B4086 (Charlecote Road, Warwick Road). Anti-clockwise: B4086
(Church Street, Warwick Road, Charlecote Road), A429, Stratford
Road, Bridge Street.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

STRATFORD ROAD, HAMPTON LUCY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works for installation of a new pressure
relief valve.

Access & Diversion: Nuthurst Road, Bushwood Lane, Liveridge Hill
and vice versa.
Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 01332 820 920.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

SAMBOURNE LANE, COUGHTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for the repair/
replacement of a manhole cover and frame.

Order Commences: 8 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 8 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Sambourne Lane, Wike Lane,
The Green, Middietown Lane, Bromsgrove Road,
Alcester Road, Birmingham Road, Haydon Way,
Coughton Hill and vice versa.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918 298
599.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 19 Dec 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,
MAJ = Major Development.
25/01337/REM ADVSTD MAJ
Site: Land Adjacent, Perryfields Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire
Proposal: Reserved Matters Application for Phase 2C:
104 affordable residential units (Class C3), within
Phase 2 east of Perryfields Road and south of
The Orchard School, in accordance with the Outline
Planning Permission for 1,300 dwellings (application
reference 16/0335) allowed at appeal under reference
APP/P1805/W/20/3265948. The Reserved Matters
application seeks consent in line with condition 1 for
detailed matters of appearance, landscaping, layout,
and scale
Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of the
date of this publication. The Council does not
acknowledge comments but will make these
available for inspection online.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Wyre Forest H H
pircicona__Public Notice
NOTICE OF APPLICATION(S)

Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure)
Order 2015 (as amended)

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas) Act 1990 Sections 67 & 73
CALB - Conservation/Listed Building,
DEP - Departure from Development Plan
Listed building consent for the construction of
a timber outbuilding and associated works
Ref: 25/0921/LBC and 25/0920/HOU CALB
Site: Lower Lodge, 4 Lower Park, Bewdley,
Worcestershire, DY12 2DP
Single storey rear extension and mmallation
of two rear roof lights

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

VALERIE ANN JONES
Deceasec{

Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a clim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
8 Yeomanry Mews, Stratford-
upon-Avon, CV37 6dj 8 Bridge
leadow Close, Sedgeberrow,
Evesham, WRI1 7F|, who died
on 22/05/2025, must send
written details to the address
below by 20/02/2026, after
ich the Estate will be
distributed with regard only to
claims and interests notified.
Kim and Julian Piercey clo
Brindley Twist Tafft & James
LLP, Lowick Gate, Siskin Drive,
Cuvenu'y ,CV3 4F).
Ref:RC/100204

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

JOHNTHORNHILL
SHARPE Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a claim
Egainst or an interest in the
state of the deceased, late
of 18 Parkwood, Elmley
Castle, Pershore, Worcester-
shire, WR10 3HT, who died on
20/11/2025, must send written
details to the address below by
20/02/2026, after which the
Estate will be distributed with
regard only to claims and

interests notified.

Jemma O'Connor clo
Thomson & Bancks LLP,
| Mansell Street,
Stratford-upon-Avon,

CV37 6NR.
RefJLOISHAI86-2

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

ELIZABETH EMILY
PICKERING Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a_claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
Flat 61, Nailers Court, Ednall

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Worcester

CITY COUNCIL

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2015

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990
SECTIONS 67 & 73

Notice is hereby given that the following
applications have been submitted to the
Council. The Codes are as follows: ASLCO|
Affecting Setting of Listed Building in Cons
area CA Conservation Area

25/01005/HP Worcester City CA Proposed
single storey rear extension and first floor|
front facing window. 29 Shrubbery Avenue
Worcester WR1 1QN

25/01021/LB Worcester City ASLCO Listed
building consent for minor external and
internal works. 57-57A Broad Street
Worcester WR1 3LY

25/01110/HP Worcester City CA Proposed
loft conversion with rear dormer, single-|
storey rear extension, and replacement of|
existing windows 39 Park Avenue Worcester
WR3 7AJ

Town and Country Planning (Consultation)
England Direction 2009.

Town and Country Planning (General
Development Procedure) Order 2015 - Article|
15.

The proposed development does not accord
with the provisions of the development plan
in force in the area in which the land to which
the application relates is situated.

A copy of the above listed applications, plans
and other documentation can be viewed
online at https://www.worcester.gov.uk/. Any|
objections or representations concerning the
proposal may be sent to to]
planning@worcester.gov.uk to reach them
on or before 10/01/2026.

ne, , Worcester-
shire, B60 2DA, who died on
01/10/2025, must send written
details to the address below by
20/02/2026, after which the
Estate will be distributed with
regard only to clims and
interests notified.

Katie Love

clo Hutton's Law,

2 Scott Court, Ocean Way,
Cardiff, CF24 SHF.

Ref: KL DAV440.1

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PAMELA GLADYS

SKINNER Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a claim
against or an interest in the

state of the deceased, late
of 10 Rebekah Gardens,
Droitwich, ~ Worcestershire,
WR9 8UG, who died on
09/07/2025, must send written
details to the address below by
20/02/2026, after which the
Estate will be distributed with
regard only to claims and
interests notified.

Sophie Shakeshaft

clo MFG Solicitors LLP,
Adam  House, ~Birmingham
Road, Kidderminster, DYI0

2SH.
Ref: SSH/SK104004.000

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

approved application 19/0381/LIST)

Ref: 25/0940/LBC CALB
Site: 81 - 82 Welch Gate, Bewdley,
Worcestershire, DY12 ZAX

Partial and

works to the existing dwelllnghouse and
i works

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and
egress from properties and land situated adjacent to the length of
road to be closed will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access
will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details
of our current & planned roadworks visit our website

gov. or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 19 Dec 2025

Ref: 25/0515/HOU

Site: 51 The Foxholes, Kidderminster,
Worcestershire, DY10 2QR

The above application(s) may be inspected and
commented on within 21 days of the date of this
Publication, via the Council’'s website
https://planningpa.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/online-
applications/. Any representations received will
be made available for public viewing.

www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk

DEP

PATRICK JOHN CHESTER
(Deceased)
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Trustee Act
1925 any persons having a caim against or
an interest in the Estate of the
aforementioned  deceased, late of
197 Birmingham  Road, Redditch,
Worcestershire BS7 6EA who died on I9th
August 2013 are required to send
particalars thereof in wrting to the
undersigned fawyer on or before two
months and one day from the date of thi
publication, aftr which date the Estatewill
be distributed having regard only to dlaims
and interest o which they have had notice.
Jay
55 Crumpfields Lane, Redditch,
Worcs, BY7 SPW

PUBLIC

Keeping you up to
date with all the
latest information
on Planning
Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods
Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences
To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....
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SALES & WANT

MISCELLANEOUS
|

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

CLASSIC elegant
3 seater sofa, 2
armchairs and large
storage footstool.
Raspberry / gold
colour, still has
years of wear left.
Excellent condition

£350. Tel 01527
500217

HORNBY 00 gauge
diesel  locomotive
(Cat  Ref R347)
BR Class 37 in
green livery with

late crest. Excellent
condition test run
only complete with
original boxing and
instructions. £25 Tel
07415322794
HORNBY 00 gauge
steam  locomotive
and tender (Cat Ref
R2880) BR Class 9F
in black livery with
late crest, engine
motorised. Excellent
condition, test run
only otherwise
unused ¢ / w original
boxing. £50 Tel
07415322794
CHAINSAW, 1800W,
10m mains electric
cable, 35cm NEW
chain blade fitted.
EXCELLENT

MISCELLANEOUS
|

CARPET  offcut -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £3.00.
tele: 07934132759

LADIES m & s
classic fully lined
lightweight  jacket
with detachable
hood. light
turquoise. hardly
worn. size 12. £3.00.
(1  can forward

photos if interested)
tel: 07934132759

HORNBY 00 gauge
two  train  packs
R2697 Class 101 3
car diesel multiple
unit in BR Green,
and  R2579 Class
101 3 car dmu in BR
Blue. Both packs
are DCC Ready, in
excellent unused
condition, still in
original boxes and
wrapping. £65 each
or both for £110. Tel
07415322794

PAIR Doctor Bike
handlebar muffs vge.
£10. 01527 873674

PAIR Oxford Bone

Dry handlebar
muffs, vge. £10.
01527873674

COMPOSTING Bins
5 small, with lids,
handles, taps, £20
buyer collects 01527
876216

SONY k teak

PETS WANTED

PETS WANTED
—

FENCING
—_—

LANDSCAPING
—

P.U.P.S.

The Protection of Unwanted Puppies Society

Please contact
rs Sheila Tremellen

01905
620340

CENTRAL
FENCING

All types of fencing supplied
and fitted at excellent rates

FREE QUOTES
23 years experience

DECKING * GATES % SLABBING
Call now

01527 873 525
07813 092 906

el Fully Insured
GARDENING
L

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

C&M Decorators

Father and Son ¢ Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

H400mm W210mm,
D290mm vge,
genuine offer, I‘ree
to collector. 01527
876216

Soae g % | YAMARA PSR
MAMAS & papas, Keyboard with
S & papas, | gand, bookrest,
large rocking power adapter.
?one on woodug owner’s guide vge
e ion eallcon | —£25 01527 876216
1} £60.00. tel: | NEW Ledvion Black
o el | Outdoor  Wired
01934132759 | T With
BLACK wrought iron Moveident P S

ornate slimline wall
mirror.  decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide

approx: £5.00. tel:
07934132759

FIVE minton
bellemeade salad
plates (8”) blue
flowers, bone china,
very good clean

condition. £3.00 for
all. tel: 07934132759
REVELATION
durable travel suit
/ garment bag, with

shoulder strap &
carry handle.two
hangers,  multiple

pockets, zip closure,
colour black. £4.00.
tel: 07934132759

Requires E27 Bulb
£20 01527 853345

NEW Counter top
oven and grill 33cm
W X 48cm L still
wrapped £40 01527
01344

RENAULT  Kangoo
Van 2015 onwards
Black plastic bonnet
bra (stone protector)
unused still boxed
cost £48 -sell for £20
Tel 07954424672

(DUE to time
wasters) Trailer
chassis, 2 wheel,
steel frame, fair
condition;6°x42”’x
15’ deep. drive away.
Warwickshire area.
£50 Tel 07967401319

WANTED
—

DOUBLE GLAZING
—

THE GLASS MAN

Experienced Glazier
Friendly and reliable
Misted double glazing
All glass repairs

FREE QUOTATIONS
Call Martin on

07910387904 or
01562 915284

JEFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing * Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish « Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

REMOVALS/

STORAGE
—

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

——————

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
of unwanted
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

ROOFING
—

W'EATHER’qGUARD

No job too blg or
too small

Fully guaranteed
and insured

Written quotes
available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

sTaae,

2% Mobile: 07467159012
% Office: 01521962 912

|nfo@wea!herguards_ervices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

’%,

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS
.Aznw;:; mm (Redditch) LTD

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

IN_OUR CLASSIFIED PAGES

WALTING TO WELP!

THEY'RE HERE
: - AL

SKIP HIRE
—

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
cial Sklp requir

4-40 yard skips available 'Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.

Book our man with a van
service

* Prompt reliable service

* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

(L

TREE SURGEONS
—

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialsts s  rusted,professional company with
agreatreputaion o uphold and have ove 2 yearsexperience nte rade.

+ Treg Work + Paving * Fencing + Artifiial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

0800 747 1704 ¢ 0152790657
tregandlandscapespecialstsgmail com
winw reeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

oo (0

Contact us today

TREE SURGEONS
—

W

PN
Sy

K. W. BOULTON
=% TREE CARE
SPECIALISTS

LTD

01386 556679
Mob: 07745 721524
enquiries @kwboulton.co.uk

The Park, Wyre Hill, Wyre Piddle,
Pershore, Worcestershire, WRI10 2HT

* Tree Felling * Hedge
« Tree Trimming
Reductions * Hedge

; Removal

* Fencing * Stump

* Tree Pruning Grinding

LOGS FOR SALE
1 x Hardwood (tonne bag)

£130 per tonne bag
with free local delivery
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Appointments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

Gold Crest BROMSGROVE ||| 2 WINTERFOLD

& feadi Sucafi 'rg’”m ‘:’ S aviSihoi-wiih BROMSGROVE SCHOOL
o x o ' eading co-educational Boarding and Day School witl "
Req ul re th e f0| IOWI n g ln the Redd ltCh y excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds. Wescurrently h:\geuasnEogcp;rgg\Lz;taWINTERFOLD
Bro msgrove, Droitwich and We currently have the following vacancies within our TEACHING ASSISTANT
. K Housekeeping Department:
Kidderminster areas ASSISTANT FOR CHILDREN WITH
- SPECIFIC NEEDS
Pa rt TI m e Ho U SE KE E PE RS (Fixed term through until June 2033)
: We k lified Teaching Assistant (Level 3) to joi
R B 00 B, toam pere at Winterfold House Sehool 1 suppert pupts with
ease note that this is a 52 week a year position). the opportunity to achieve their potential.

Working hours are during term time, 4 days a week

— Monday to Friday 6.00 a.m.-9.00 a.m.,
rl“e rs (Please note that this is a term time only position) 8.30 a.m.-3.30 p.m. and one day a week 8.30 a.m.-6.00 p.m.
Further details and application forms are available on the Full details and application forms are available on the school

School website: website: www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

Tran S po rtl n g B h | I d ren to Sc h OOI www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk Closing date for all applications is
i . ' Closing date for all applications is Monday 5 January 2026.
Veh | C I e r0V|d ed Monday 5 January 2026. The School is itted to safeguarding and p ing the welfare of children
’ The School is itted to ding and ing the welfare of children and young people.
920 bl o 2 Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening including
— A L S 0 — e you:f:::ﬁ!: f:.zm:;tzh':f:: ::tlvxv l;!’alz'sls ;(r’n:;l;eerrgsoaﬁzhlj)g;ﬂemon checks with past employers and the Disclosure Barring Service.

Part time hours with or WWW-“B:"‘ustaxis-co-uk
without experience. Are you Looking To Top Up Your

Contact 07483 171666 Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

0132760000

or email acCOUNS@a2h60k.co.uk
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Motoring

www.carfinder247.co

ELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

BMW iX3 cruises to another
mayor Car of the Year award

The BMW iX3 has been revealed as
Electrifying.com’s 2026 Car of the Year.

“With its impressive 500-mile2 range and ultra-fast
charging capabilities, the BMW iX3 delivers a truly
compelling driving experience for our customers.

“We are incredibly grateful for this recognition and
would like to extend our sincere thanks to the entire
Electrifying.com team.”

The Electrifying.com Awards celebrate the electric
vehicles and companies that represent a genuine step
forward for drivers and the wider EV sector.

Electrifying.com is the UK’s fastest-growing elec-
tric-car platform who provide consumers with trusted,
jargon-free insight into electric cars, charging and the
transition to cleaner transport.

Priced from £58,755 OTR, the new BMW iX3 can
be preordered from retailers nationwide with first
customer deliveries taking place on March 7.

THE ALL-new BMW iX3 has been revealed as
Electrifying.com’s 2026 Car of the Year.

TN Acto=))

" Mechanical Repairs
; 'M.O.T:Work Diagnostics
g etc...

01527 875565 . 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
07831 245 313

Closely following its recent tri-
umph at the Top Gear.com Awards,
the first Neue Klasse model
impressed the team behind the
world’s most-watched EV YouTube
channel, which declared it ‘the
most important car of the year’.

Ginny Buckley, Editor-in-Chief
at Electrifying.com, was ‘aston-
ished’ by the BMW iX3, commend-
ing its ‘smooth power delivery’,
‘incredible’ charging capabilities
and ‘minimalist’ interior design.
However, it was the SAV’s ‘super
slick’ automated driving functions
that impressed her most, culminat-
ing in the ‘smoothest and most
relaxing’ system she had experi-
enced.

On presenting the headline acco-
lade, Buckley said: “The phrase
‘game-changer’ is over-used in the
car industry, but the BMW iX3
lives up to that claim.

“This is BMW starting again
from the ground up - new battery
tech, new software, the lot - with a
claimed range of up to 500 miles.

“But the real standout is the big-
ger picture: BMW hasn’t just made
a better EV, it’s worked out how to
build one more sustainably too.

“The iX3 Neue Klasse is the point
where BMW’s electric future prop-

erly clicks. It’s a brilliant, deserved
winner.”

With the launch of the Neue
Klasse, the BMW Group has further
intensified its efforts to increase
circula.rity and reduce CO2 emis-
sions across the entire vehicle life
cycle — from production to end of

For instance, at its newest
production plant in Debrecen,
Hungary — where the BMW iX3
is built — normal operations run
entirely without fossil fuels.

Furthermore, the product car-
bon footprint of the new BMW iX3
50 xDrive is 34 per cent smaller
than that of its predecessor over its
full life cyclel.

This means that, when powered
by energy from the European elec-
tricity mix, it will have a smaller
product carbon footprint (based
on overall life cycle) than a com-
parable combustion-engine model
once it has covered around 21,500
kilometres (13,358 miles).

Reflecting on the success of the
BMW iX3, David George, CEO,
BMW Group UK and Ireland said:
“The launch of the new BMW iX3
marks a significant step-change in
the performance and innovations
of our battery electric vehicles.

Visit: tinyurl.com/4hhsk93y for more information.

Vehicle Testing Vehicle Testing

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD
PRIVATE CARy CO\I]VI%/IERCIAL & FLEET
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
‘ MoT TESTING INCLUDING ‘

CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)
VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
14 SHER ROAD
ASTON FIELDS INDUSTR]AI ESTATE,
BROMSGROVE B60 DR

01527 875432/ 837070

\_ J

Mount Pieasant Giarage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all Mol classes

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Tel: 01327 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B97 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am- 6.00pm
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Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken
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N LANDMARK

LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS
FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
. * Bri * Turfing * Gravelli

* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing
Years - No Deposit Required

All Work Guarante

SNy Checkatrade: Google '@l

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Chairman
slammed by
former boss
after sacking

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: FORMER
Bromsgrove Sporting boss Scott
Adey-Linforth slammed club

chairman Rod Brown as ‘disre-
spectful’ following his sacking as
Rouslers manager.

Sporting sacked Adey-Linforth with
the club 17th in the Southern League
Premier Central table - two places
and seven points clear of the relega-
tion zone.

Adey-Linforth claims club chair-
man Brown offered him the chance
to stay on at the Victoria Ground as
assistant coach to newly-appointed
boss Tim Flowers.

However, Adey-Linforth felt
Brown’s offer lacked respect for
the work he had done since tak-
ing the manager’s job at Sporting in
November 2024.

Adey-Linforth post,ed on X: “This
was my first job in management and
my aim was to leave the club in a bet-
ter place than what I found it in and
I'm pleased to say I've done just that.

“After conversations with the chair-
man, he informed me of his decision

for me to step aside and work along-
side another manager as an assistant
coach.

“After the work me and my staff
have put in over the last 12 months,
I find this disrespectful and under-
mining of my abilities so have taken
the decision to decline this offer and
leave the club.

“Our aim as a club was mid-table
and be it our league position isn’t
great. We are three points off where
we need to be.

“I've learnt loads in the last 12
months and it has been a pleasure
managing this football club.

“I'd like to place on record my
thanks to the supporters, staff and
players for all their help over the last
12 months.”

TheStandard contacted Bromsgrove
Sporting for comment and is awaiting
a response.

Adey-Linforth has since taken up
the manager’s job at Sporting’s divi-
sional rivals Stourbridge.

Sporting saw their weekend fixture
against Real Bedford postponed due
to a waterlogged pitch.

Bromsgrove travel to Bishop’s
Stortford on Saturday, December 20
with kick-off at 3pm at the RDA
Stadium.

Church make FA Trophy history after
penalty shootout win against Alfreton

ALVECHURCH produced a stun-
ning comeback from two goals
down to beat Alfreton Town on
penalties and reach the fourth
round of the FA Trophy.

Church upstaged their
National League North oppo-
nents at Lye Meadow to claim
a dramatic 4-1 victory in the
shootout following a 2-2 draw
in regulation time.

Alfreton raced into a two-goal
lead inside 15 minutes as Mark
Beck and Bayley McCann put
the visitors in command at the
break.

However, Jonathan Ngandu
halved the deficit in the sec-
ond half before recent signing
Manny Ilesanmi drew the home
side level to take the game to
penalties.

And Church scored all four of
their penalties in the shootout
as Louis Clifford converted the
decisive spot kick after Alfreton
twice hit the crossbar.

Alfreton broke the deadlock
after just eight minutes as Beck
turned home Taylor Anderson’s

cross from the right at the sec-
ond attempt from close range.

And the visitors doubled their
lead five minutes later when
McCann nipped in to win the
ball ahead of a Church defender
and coolly finished past Redman
Evans when one-on-one.

Church eventually reduced
the deficit after the break on
58 minutes as Ngandu lashed
a sensational effort into the
net via the aid of the post from
25-yards out.

And the home side equalised
on 64 minutes when Ilesanmi
found the bottom right corner
from Kieran Wakefield’s clever
backheel.

Neither side could find a win-
ner in the remaining minutes
which saw the game go to a
penalty shootout.

Successful penalties from
Ilesanmi, Joe Willis and Ethan
Sephton put Church on the
brink of victory after both Beck
and Harry Perritt struck the
crossbar for the visitors.

And substitute Clifford sent

Alfreton goalkeeper Harry
Burgoyne the wrong way with
Church’s fourth penalty to send
Kyle Storer’s side through to
the next round

Church have now won all four
of their FA Trophy matches on
penalties this season and have
reached the fourth round of the
competition for the first time in
their history.

GLOVERS AWAIT
IN NEXT ROUND

Alvechurch will play National
League side Yeovil Town in the
fourth round of the FA Trophy.

Church will travel to Yeovil's
Huish Park ground on the week-
end of Saturday, January 10.

Alvechurch play two levels
below Yeovil who sit in mid-
table in the National League.

Fourth round opponents
Yeovil won the FA Trophy in
2001/02 and played in the
Championship as recently as
the 2013/14 season.

DREAM DEBUT FOR ABBEY

Debutant Jez Abbey rescued
a point for Alvechurch in mid-
week as he scored an injury-
time equaliser in a 1-1 draw
against Bishop’s Stortford.

Abbey levelled the game six
minutes into injury time after
Saleem Akanbi put the visitors
ahead at Lye Meadow.

Alvechurch are next in action
against Stamford on Saturday,
December 20 with kick-off at
3pm at Lye Meadow.

Alvechurch celebrate after
beating Alfreton Town in the
FA Trophy. Picture by Joe
Chandler/@joe.sportphoto
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

Est 1988

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

Engine tuning
MOT preparation and submission
for final MOT

Cam belt replacement

Clutch Replacement

General repairs

Welding

Servicing

Insurance work welcome
Supply and fit all parts for all
makes & models

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



