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Campaigners hope new
year will bring progress

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

WITH 2026 set to be a crucial year
for the future of Droitwich’s former
Raven Hotel, campaigners are busy
working behind the scenes in a bid
to buy the listed building to trans-
form it into a community asset.

The Raven Heartbeat group has con-
firmed ‘constructive discussions’ have
begun with the developer to progress a
deal in a timely way.

The group said it was working care-
fully and responsibly to protect the
building’s historic character, but insist-
ed safety must come first after it was
discovered the chimney stack had fall-
en.

Due to a covenant on the Raven,
which was devastated by fire in August,
it cannot be turned back into a hotel
and so campaigners feel a community
space is the most well-supported alter-
native.

The Raven is privately owned by
Live Urban Two Limited, with Inroka
Limited, a development company, still
in place.

Earlier this year, Wychavon District
Council installed the fencing around the
site after being made aware of recent
instances where sections had fallen.

Coun Dan Birch, who represents
Droitwich East on Worcestershire
County Council and has been working

with Raven Heartbeat, added that the
authority was looking into what further
action could be taken to ensure the
boundary remained secure and safe for
the public.

Coun Birch added he had requested
asbestos monitors be installed, despite
agencies being satisfied the site was
safe while the asbestos in the building
remained undisturbed.

A Raven Heartbeat spokesperson
said: “The Raven is an important part of
Droitwich’s heritage and local identity.

“While safety must come first, our
group is committed to working carefully
and responsibly to protect the build-
ing’s historic character for the benefit
of the community once we have had
final talks with the present owner.”

“We can confirm a chimney stack
has fallen and the situation has been
taken very seriously with immediate
steps taken to ensure public safety by
Wychavon.”

Coun Birch added: “As the local coun-
ty councillor, but more importantly as a
resident of this town, I want to see the
Raven brought back to life.

“The Raven Heartbeat Group is seri-
ous, well-organised, and taking all the
right steps to secure the Raven.

“It is increasingly clear a passionate,
community-driven solution may be the
best hope for restoring this landmark.

“I will do everything I can to support
this group as I wholeheartedly believe
they are the best way forward.”
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Avery CARE HOME

Meet new people and join us for

®01905 958716

Mulberry Tree Hill | Droitwich Spa
Worcestershire | WR9 7SS

Memory Café

3 Thursday of Every Month | 2pm - 4pm

complimentary refreshments and pastries.
All are welcome no booking required!

averyhealthcare.co.uk

P e
HIGHGROVE

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY ¢ 01905 796507 - info@svonline. S
21:29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ
Free customer parking at the rear of the shop - Pay us a vﬁ!‘
our friendly staff will be more than happy to assist you
ing.co.uk Open 7 days Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm. Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm £,
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Volunteers helping with the 2025 Primrose Hospice Tr y
Sue McDowall and Rob McDowall. s

Treecycle will help hospice coffers

RESIDENTS across
Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Rubery and Droitwich can
get their Christmas trees
recycled and help raise
funds for the Primrose
Hospice at the same time.

Treecycle offers a sim-
ple solution whereby peo-
ple — in return for a dona-
tion to the Primrose — they
can have their trees col-
lected straight from their
doorstep.

Between January 10 and
12, 2026, the Primrose
Hospice elves will be
out and about, gathering

Sarah Pemberton,

trees from the following
postcode areas: B60, B61,
B80, B96, B97, B98, B45
and WR9,

Hannah Issac, the
hospice’s corporate fun-
draiser, said: “We are
really excited about our
Treecycle campaign again.

“The last one was a huge
success with over 1,000
trees collected throughout
Bromsgrove and Redditch
and we are hoping this
will be even bigger and
better.

“We all know how long
our trees can be sat in the

garden for after Christmas
— so why not save yourself
a job and get the Primrose
elves to come and take it
away for you.”

Every donation made
through Treecycle helps
fund the essential care and
support Primrose Hospice
provides to individuals
with life-limiting illnesses
and families in our com-
munity.

Visit the website at
primrosehospice.org/
events/treecycle/ or call
01527 889796 to book
slots.

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

LIE

We can help you move h.ou
start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200

-~ P

\

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“assa

I I self storage

association
United Kingdom

se, build an extension or

Beyond

Storage

THE Bromsgrove
Creative Arts Showcase
has reflected on a busy
12 months which fea-
tured its ‘best show-
case ever’ and young
creators.

In the five years since
it started, Creative Art
Showcase (CAS) has gath-
ered quite a following among
the many like-minded in the
community.

Annemarie Hulley, who
manages the free lottery-
funded ‘Creative Friends’
programme, said: “It’s been
a very exciting journey, quite
a whirlwind - but it's very
worthwhile to see how happy
we make people.

Showcase 25 moved to
Artrix for its annual extrava-
ganza of art/craft and per-
formance and it proved to be
an excellent venue.

Because of the different
layout, it enabled the CAS
team to offer three new
aspects — a VR experience,
family silent disco and a full
production by Oddsocks, the
professional touring theatre
company.

The venue was further
enhanced by hot food provid-
ed in style by Golden Wheat,
the Ukrainian cafe, and Pizza
Heaven, making it perfect for
everyone to enjoy a highly
affordable and jam-packed
community fun day out.

The visitor numbers more
than doubled this year to
more than 2,000 making this
the most successful Showcase
yet. The feedback forms were
glowing with happy stall-
holders and satisfied custom-

Festive Edition, Friday December 26, 2025

CAS looks back
at ‘whirlwind’
year with pride

The silent disco was one of the new additions to the
Bromsgrove Creative Arts Showcase 25. Picture by Keith
Woolford. s

ers. Dominic Baker, the lead
trustee, said: “The volunteers
on-site over the weekend
were amazing with more than
90 of them giving their time,
energy and experience free
to make it a happy and safe
environment for everyone in
the community.

“Artrix volunteers and our
team worked as one joined
up force which made life so
much easier for all of us. We
can’t say a big enough thank
you.”

The team at CAS is moving
forward under the direction
of Dominic, a well-recog-
nised community leader with
strong management skills
and all the right credentials

to embed creativity into com-
munities. There will be the
Young Creators Online exhi-
bition and workshop oppor-
tunities in early 2026 and the
chance to ‘get involved’.

There are roles for anyone
who is passionate about art,
craft, performance, adminis-
tration and management or
anyone who just wants to
help support a vibrant com-
munity event or volunteer.

Email info@creativeart-
showcase.org or call 07818
830988 for more. People can
also visit the website at
creativeartshowcase.org or
go to facebook.com/crea-
tive artshowcase for further
details and updates.

Banking hub

DROITWICH now has its own
banking hub after the premises
opened in St Andrews Square.

It will be open between 9am and

5pm on weekdays.
The official
planned in the new year.

‘Wychavon District Council lead-
er, Coun Richard Morris, said the
new banking hub was great news

for the town.

launch will

be
December

CHRISTMAS ANTIQUE

& VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 28TH DECEMBER
ENTRY 9AM - 2PM

Sky Blue Sports Connexion Ryton on Dunsmore CV8 3FL
Free parking & café - Entry £3, under 16's FREE

Dogs are weicome
Contact 07839 445024 www.gifairg.co.uk

SHOWCOACH tours

27 years of coach tours to top shows

21 THE WICKED WIZARD OF OZ BPpulse Arena
A spectacular arena event bringing together
pantomime and sensational aerial acrobatics.
Fun for all to start the festive season.............. £75

January

6 ROBIN HOOD Birmingham Hippodrome
Starring Matt Slack, Gok Wan, Faye Toser
Andrew Ryan & Biggins as King Richard in this
hilarious pantomime
Our 2026 programme will be out soon.

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

Pick ups @ Readifch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject to routfe)
For details and to book phone 01527 542389
or email enquiries@showcoachtours.co.uk
Visit www.showcoachtours.co.uk
for the full programme
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Pupils have their say in debating event

STUDENTS from South
Bromsgrove High School
won the annual Michael Holt
Debating Competition.

The ‘Youth Speaks’ event
was hosted by Bromsgrove
Rotary Club and held in
the Hospitality Suite at
Bromsgrove School, showcas-
ing some exceptional debating
talent.

The competition fea-
tured young people from
North Bromsgrove High,
South Bromsgrove High and
Bromsgrove School.

South Bromsgrove High

impressed the judges with
their articulate and persuasive
discussion on the motion:
‘Young people have never
had it as good as now’. Their
team, comprising chairperson
Matilda Middleton, proposer
Xander Dixon, and opposer
Georgia Eades, demonstrated
confidence, clarity and team-
work throughout the competi-
tion.

Judges praised the high level
of preparation and perform-
ance across all schools, not-
ing how close the final scores
were.

Chris Smith, headteacher
at South Bromsgrove High
School, said: “Every student
should feel immensely proud
of their contribution to an
evening that celebrated critical
thinking and public speaking.”

As winners, South
Bromsgrove High will now
progress to the Rotary District
Final in February, where they
will represent Bromsgrove
against other top-performing
schools in the region.

The team also retained
the prestigious Michael Holt
Debate trophy.
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The Michael Holt Debating Competition was held earlier this month and was won
by South Bromsgrove High School. Picture by Marcus Mingins. 5125001MMR

Pub fundraiser
helping dad for
cancer treatment

A DROITWICH pub has
raised more than £5,000
to help a family mem-
ber live with terminal
brain cancer as long as
he can.

James Davies, known as
Jam, was recently diagnosed
with Grade 4 Astrocytoma, an
aggressive form of cancer.

Kirsty’s cousin  Andy
Docherty, landlord at The
Red Lion pub, held a fund-
raiser earlier this month to
help raise the cash needed for
James to go abroad for the
treatment needed to help him
live as long as possible.

The family day, which also
included an auction and raffle,
generated §5,025.67 towards
the total needed for James’s
treatment.

Andy said: “From the bot-
tom of our hearts at the Red
Lion, we want to say a mas-
sive thank you to everyone
who came to support us or
donated auction or raffle
prizes.

“We had such a great
day, and raised a whopping
amount of money.”

James, from Worcester,
has been given just 12 to 18

each and every one of you

Holldays

For more information, or to book, please call

"%l 03332 342 514 cuotc osc
ERESEREEE o tstpon

James Davies, known as
Jam, has been recently
diagnosed with cancer. s

months to live without chem-
otherapy and radiotherapy or
five years with treatment.

The 46-year-old and part-
ner Kirsty Howard have four
children between them, the
youngest being just four
years old, and a one-year-old
grandson. They are desperate
to raise funds for treatment
overseas to help him live for
as long as he can.

However, the cost of the
treatment could be as much
as £50,000.

Kirsty said: “Thank you to

who has supported us and
donated, we really do appreci-
ate it and are so overwhelmed
and grateful - we couldn’t
have got this far without you.

“We are all so heartbroken,
having recently been told the
worst news a family can hear.
He'll never get rid of the can-
cer - we've got to prolong his
life as long as we can and cre-
ate happy memories.

“We have a young boy, so
even if he manages to live
another five years, he will
only be nine — we need Jams
around longer than that

“There is a clinic in Germany
that specialises in Dendritic
Cell Treatment, which is more
tailored to Jam'’s diagnosis.

“We have researched the
clinic and the treatments and
feel we're making the right
decision to give Jam the best
chance at beating this hor-
rible disease.”

Currently, more than
£30,000 has been raised
of the £36,000 needed for
James to make the journey to
Germany for treatment.

Visit gofundme.com/f/
Jjames-davies-jam to donate.

DOWNTON ABBEY BEHIND THE
SCENES EXCLUSIVE

Departing Wed 29 Apr ‘26

Revisit the familiar halls and family drama

of Downton Abbey with an exclusive visit to

Highclere Castle. On this sensational two-day

break we peek behind the scenes at where all

the unforgettable moments from the beloved TV

programme happened.

Your break includes

¢ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or
JG4 rating) with dinner & breakfast

v Exclusive visit to Highclere Castle

¢ Copy of A Year at Highclere book (one
per person)

¢/ En-route visit to a place of interest

2 Days by Coach WL@ 5219

Single Supplement £70

Ihose pa

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

33 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packa tandard rates apply

WICKED THE MUSICAL
EVENING SHOW & LONDON
Departing Thu 26 Feb ‘26
Wicked is the sensational musical that hits
stages like a twister with its electrifying score,
stunning sets and a story that turns Oz on
its head. Full of memorable songs such as
No Good Deed and Defying Gravity, this is
guaranteed to leave you spellbound!
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove
¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with full
English breakfast
¢ Stalls or Dress Circle ticket
(evening performance)

2 Days by Coach OVL@ E179

Single Supplement £45
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Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

gt
‘c\mmmr Rod/iil

Longbri Ige
Cladding & Raoflng Ltd
Alosan v

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Here’s where to get
help if you need it

PEOPLE are being urged
to make sure they get the
right healthcare treatment
this new year.

The changing of the
year is usually the busiest
time of year for emer-
gency departments and
‘West Midlands Ambulance
Service.

And, with that unprec-
edented demand, staff
at the Herefordshire and
‘Worcestershire Health and
Care NHS Trust’s minor
injury units (MIUs) want
everyone to be aware of the
alternative treatment cen-
tres available.

MIUs across
‘Worcestershire are open
seven-days-a-week through-
out the festive season
(including bank holidays).
They offer advice and treat-
ment to anyone with a
minor injury.

Bromsgrove’s MIU at
the Princess of Wales
Community Hospital
is open from 8am to
8pm, while the MIU at
Kidderminster Hospital
opens from 8am to 10pm.

The minor injury units
at Evesham Community
Hospital and Malvern
Community Hospital open
from 9am to 9pm. The one
at Tenbury Wells opens
from 9am to 5pm every
day.

Local pharmacists can
also give expert confiden-

tial advice, as well as medi-
cines for a range of minor
ailments. No appointment is
necessary,

Here are the pharmacy
times for Worcestershire
for the New Year bank holi-
day.

New Year’s Day

Knights Chemist,
Birmingham Road,
Bromsgrove is open from
midday to 3pm.

Vale Pharmacy, Evesham
Medical Centre, Abbey
Lane, Evesham, is available
from 10am to 12pm.

Kidderminster
Pharmacy, Comberton Hill,
Kidderminster, is open
between 10am and 1pm.

York Pharmacy, Tork
Street, Stourport-on-Severn
is open from 1pm to 4pm.

In Malvern, Boots,
Enigma Retail Park, is open
from 9am to 6pm.

Boots, Kingfisher Centre,
Redditch, is open from
10am to 1pm.

Knights Pharmacy, New
Road, Rubery, is open from
10am to 4pm.

Asda, Silver Street,
‘Worcester, is open from
10am to 4pm..

And people, if they are
unsure of where to go, can
initially contact NHS 111,
either online at 111.nhs.uk
or by calling 111.

in Severn Valley style

THE SEVERN Valley
Railway (SVR) will round
off 2025 in style with
the return of its popu-
lar Winter Diesel Day on
Monday, December 29,
offering a full day of pow-
erful diesel action.

The trains will be set
against the scenic backdrop
of the Severn Valley on a
crisp winter’s day.

Designed to appeal to
committed railway enthusi-
asts and families alike, the
‘Winter Diesel Day will see an
intensive timetable in opera-
tion between Kidderminster
and Bridgnorth, showcasing
the SVR’s impressive home
diesel fleet alongside a pair
of special visiting locomo-
tives.

The event offers a chance
to experience the line at its
loudest, with engines work-
ing hard through the winter
landscape.

Passengers can relax in
the comfort of the SVR'’s
heritage carriages, all kept
warm throughout the day.

Where diesel locomotives
are unable to provide car-
riage heating themselves,
the railway will be utilis-
ing two of its smaller steam
locomotives within the train
to supply traditional steam

heat, ensuring everyone stays
cosy on board while enjoying
the sights, sounds and atmos-
phere of winter rail travel.

Away from the trains, there
will be plenty to enjoy along
the line.

Visitors can break their
journey at The Engine House
at Highley, browse station
gift shops and enjoy hot food
and drinks from cafes and
kiosks across the railway.

SVR pubs will also be open,
serving a range of well-kept
real ales, making the event a

Festive Edition, Friday December 26, 2025

Rounding off the year

2

great day out for all ages.

SVR managing director Gus
Dunster said: “Our Winter
Diesel Day is a fantastic way
to end the year. It combines
big diesel power, visiting
favourites and a busy timeta-
ble with the unique charm of
travelling through the Severn
Valley in winter.

“By using steam heat-
ing within the train, we can
offer all the atmosphere and
warmth of our heritage car-
riages, whatever the weather,
and create a memorable day

out for enthusiasts, families
and first-time visitors alike.”

Stars of the show will
include Class 37s 37418 and
37508, thanks to LORAM and
Steve Beniston and Class 17
‘Clayton’ D8568 - making its
first runs of the year.

And there will be Class
20 20048, Class 33 33108,
Class 46 46045, Class 50s
50049 ‘Defiance’ and 50033
‘Glorious’, Class 52 D1015
‘Western Champion’, Class
101 and 108 DMUs.

Visit svr.co.uk for more.

Mid Week Roast on a

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

e

Lunchtime Specials and
Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday 12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon -

Thursday £12.25

Spm
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New bin lorries to
hit road in revamp

AFLEET of 15 new bin lorries
have arrived in Bromsgrove
to keep household waste and
recycling collections running
smoothly.

The modern vehicles are replac-
ing older refuse trucks that have
reached the end of their service life

Coun Karen May, leader of
Bromsgrove District Council, said:
“Good planned investments in our
vehicle fleet help ensure reliable bin
collections and efficient services for
our residents.”

Bromsgrove’'s fleet empties
around 2.6million bins a year across
the 84-square-mile district.

Refuse collection vehicles typi-

cally need replacing every seven
years to maintain reliability.

To support that, the district
council allocates a budget of about
$4.5million to a strategic vehicle
replacement programme.

The new bin lorries also prompted
the replacement of Bromsgrove’s
wheeled household bins, as the dis-
trict had been the last in the coun-
try still using a legacy bin design
that had become incompatible with
modern UK-standard lorries.

Those bin swaps are almost com-
plete, and, like the bins, new bin
lorries have been coming in to
replace their obsolete counterparts
area-by-area.

The council is now gearing up to

write to its garden waste customers
to arrange their new brown bins in
the new year, as the last leg of the
big bin changeover.

Coun May added: “We had to
replace the bins because new trucks
simply can’t empty those old ones.

“But it will benefit taxpayers
because it brings us fully in line
with the national standard across
the board.

“That’s more efficient than before,
and when you'’re going round a big
district emptying millions of bins,
efficiency really matters.”

The old trucks are sold for parts
and scrap, with the proceeds going
back into the public purse to reduce
pressure on council tax.

ilgg
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Transport manager Alex Parry, Coun. Karen May and senior technician
Baz Harris with one of the new lorries. Picture by Marcus Mingins
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Team flies the

THE HEADTEACHER of Colmers
Farm Primary School in Rednal
has described a project to fly
pupils’ flags in Antarctica as
‘truly inspiring’.

The project was undertaken
for the British Antarctic Survey’s
Antarctica Day Rewind Team
Competition which invited young
people across the UK to create
artwork that represented their
hopes for the planet. It aimed
to give young people a tangible
connection to real-world science,
helping them see how their ideas
linked to global efforts to pro-

flag to highlight youngsters in Antarctica

tect the planet. The experience
sparked excitement across the
school, with pupils inspired by
the idea that their artwork has
reached one of the most remote
places on Earth.

The pupils learned about
Antarctica’s unique environment
and the importance of ice core
research before designing flags
themed around environmental
protection, global unity and the
importance of scientific discov-

ery.
The REWIND ice core drilling
team, who are currently under-

taking major drilling missions

to better understand climate

and ice dynamics, took Colmers
Farm’s flags with them to the icy
continent to celebrate Antarctica
Day.

Headteacher David Williams
said: “Designing flags for
Antarctica has not only deepened
their understanding of climate
science but also given them a
sense of pride and global con-
nection.

“Knowing their work has trav-
elled thousands of miles to sup-
port a world-leading scientific

mission has been incredibly
empowering for them.”

By linking geography, art,
science and global citizenship,
the project has strengthened
pupils’ understanding of climate
research and broadened their
sense of connection to the world.

Colmers Farm, part of the
Excelsior Multi-Academy Trust,
said it would continue to explore
opportunities which bring learn-
ing to life and encourage pupils
to see themselves as future
innovators, scientists and global
citizens.

JEWELLERY REPAIRS

Find us inside: SJ Shoe Repairs, %=

-
«
#n ‘

Jewellery repair service

Rings resized, Claws replaced, Stones reset,
Chains and Charms soldered and so much more...

@490 in ()eswice

Fridays 10am-4pm - Saturdays 9am-12noon

@ sharoniquejewellery.co.uk

><| sharoniquejewellery@gmail.com

2 Unit3 Park Walk, Klngflsher Centre, Redditch B97 4HD. (Opposite Sports Dnrect)

Outside of these hours: Call Sharon Gayle on 07939 620649

0)/([/1 Over 25 yeaes (r t/we/w/n.('e
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More set to
benefit from
new support
for families

CHILDREN in Redditch are set
to have a more positive year
ahead after the government
announced scrapping the two-
child limit and introducing a
comprehensive package of sup-
port for working families.

The strategy with lift 2,350 chil-
dren in Redditch out of poverty by
expanding free school meals for
families receiving Universal Credit,
rolling out free breakfast clubs,
and expanding free childcare and
increasing upfront childcare costs
through Universal Credit.

Scrapping the two child benefit
cap was a controversial move in the
recent budget, after seven Labour
MP’s were suspended for support-
ing an amendment to scrap it in
2024.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore has
welcomed the news.

He said: “Child poverty stifles
opportunity and I see every week in
Redditch how rising costs and inse-
cure work have made life harder for
families who are trying their best
to get by.

“This strategy is a real turning
point. No child’s future should be
determined by the circumstances of
their birth.”

Almost three in four children
growing up in poverty today live in
working families, with the two-child
limit identified as the single biggest
driver of rising child poverty in
recent years.

The strategy will also put an end
to the inappropriate placement
of families in Bed and Breakfast
accommodation beyond six weeks,
it will aim to increase support to
help parents return to work.

They will also put in new measures
to make infant formula more afford-
able, potentially saving families up
to £540 in a baby’s first year

Mr Bloore added: “In Redditch
I've met hardworking parents doing
everything they can to provide for
their children, yet still struggling
with soaring costs. This strategy
puts fairness and opportunity back
at the heart of government and will
make a real difference to families
across our community.”

Council leaders visiting the business. s
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Teaming up to develop

A REDDITCH based business is reaching new heights
and new markets, after council support.

Quattro Display Ltd, specialists in designing and
building exhibition stands, interiors, and showrooms,
have seen a 15 per cent boost in annual growth after
working with the Elevate Manufacturing Programme.

‘With over 30 years in the industry and a client list
featuring names like Fujitsu, Panasonic and Makita,
Quattro wanted to expand further especially into
international markets.

Through the programme, Quattro teamed up with a
dedicated Manufacturing Growth Manager to develop
a digital marketing strategy that would raise their
online profile and help reach customers abroad.

Ashley Blizzard, managing director, Quattro Display
Ltd said: “The Elevate Manufacturing Programme pro-
vided us with the strategic insight and support needed

to overcome our growth challenges. The tailored
advice and resources were instrumental in helping us
navigate new markets and improve our operational
efficiency.”

Coun Jo Monk, Leader of Worcestershire County
Council said: “Quattro Display is a great example of
how the right support can unlock real growth.

“Their journey shows just how powerful tailored
business advice and funding can be.

“I'd strongly encourage other local manufac-
turers with big ambitions to explore the Elevate
Manufacturing Programme - the expert guidance
and grants available can help businesses scale up,
innovate, and compete with confidence on the global
stage.”

Visit: www.elevatemanufacturing.co.uk for more
information.

~/“pound for £ the
are the best!

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

B
N

/v GABLE REGYGLING LTD

Collection Service Available

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV378AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk

Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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Tributes paid
to true servant
of the club

TRIBUTES have been paid to Bromsgrove
Rovers goalkeeper Chris Hooper, a ‘true
football hero’, who has passed away aged
83.

Hooper, who played 686 times for
Bromsgrove Rovers in the 1960s and 1970s,
passed away last month, and his funeral was
held earlier this month.

He joined Birmingham City from school,
but a broken leg hampered his career at St
Andrews.

Towards the end of the 1961/62 season,
Hooper joined the Rovers, managed by Joe
Wainwright, towards the end of the 1961/62
season, aged 19.

He was the number one goalkeeper for the
next 13 seasons, at one stage playing in 150
consecutive games, and was granted a testimo-
nial match in 1971.

He played the final game of his career
against Milton Keynes City in the Southern
League Division 1 North in April 1975.

Bromsgrove Sporting was formed in 2009 by
a group of former Bromsgrove Rovers’ direc-
tors and supporters when the latter club was in
serious financial difficulty and facing closure.

A Bromsgrove Sporting spokesperson said:
“We are sad to hear of the passing of former
Bromsgrove Rovers goalkeeper Chris Hooper
last month, at the age of 83.

“Chris played nearly 700 games for Rovers
between 1962 and 1975 - he signed towards
the end of the 1961/62 season and, from then
onwards, was the automatic choice in goal for

the next 13 years, securing a legendary status
at the club.

“A full tribute to Chris will be featured in a
future match day programme.”

Several former Rovers fans have also taken
to social media to pay tribute to their former
goalkeeper.

One said: “I remember when he first started
playing for Rovers - I was at school.

“He was a wonderful player for
Bromsgrove.”

Another described him as a true football hero
of Bromsgrove Rovers.
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Chance to have your
say on social housing

A CONSULTATION on proposed chang-
es to how social housing is allocated in
Bromsgrove District is under way, ahead
of the introduction of a new system next
year.

‘Bromsgrove Home Choice’ will replace
‘Home Choice Plus’ in 2026 as the district’s
local housing register and the way social
and affordable rented homes from housing
providers across the area are advertised.

Applicants on the local housing register
can use it to express interest in available
properties.

That system is all underpinned by a local
social housing allocation policy.

Setting that policy - which must comply
with national housing legislation - is one
of Bromsgrove District Council’s statutory
responsibilities and the council is now con-
sulting on proposed revisions to it.

Coun Kit Taylor, Bromsgrove District
Council’s portfolio holder for planning,
WRS, and strategic housing, said: “This
essential update will ensure our housing
register continues to prioritise applicants
fairly and effectively.

“With demand for social homes far
exceeding supply, it’s vital to ensure our
allocations policy isn’t just legally compli-
ant, but that it’s as fair as it can be to those
with a local connection.”

The change to Home Choice Plus will
mean all existing applicants will need
to reapply under the new criteria in the
future.

To qualify, applicants must first be eligi-
ble for social housing and then meet legal
definitions of ‘reasonable preference’ for
housing or a lower housing need as defined
locally.

Applicants’ priority will then be deter-

mined by financial and personal circum-
stances.

Proposed changes to local policy, now
under consultation, include having six
numbered priority bands to make levels
clearer.

The highest level - Band 1 - will prioritise
homeless applicants as they are owed a duty
to a home and are in the highest need only.
Within the bands, priority will be down to
the date applications were made.

In Band 2 will be people ready to move
on from council-referred supported accom-
modation and, in Band 4, will be those who
have a reasonable preference but no local
connection.

Income thresholds will also be raised with
applicants in Band 4 earning $£47,000 for
couples and £60,000 for families.

Low-level disrepair (non-category 1 haz-
ards) will be removed as grounds for ‘rea-
sonable preference’.

Under the new system, applications
from non-qualifying homeowners would
be rejected, except in exceptional circum-
stances.

As these changes will affect outcomes
for some applicants, the council is urging
people to respond to the consultation by
sending in their views on the changes.

The survey is promoted through the Home
Choice Plus website directly. Alternatively,
people can go to: bromsgrove.gov.uk/con-
sultations to have their say.

Paper copies are available from the coun-
cil’s Parkside offices on Market Street,
Bromsgrove.

The closing date for comments on the
consultation is 5pm on January 14.

The closing date is 5pm on Wednesday
14 January, 2026.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

14

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

+ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Milestone for
Key research

TWO decades of groundbreaking work
in tackling domestic abuse and sexual
violence through education, research,
and advocacy has been marked at the
University of Worcester.

The milestone event brought together
alumni of the university’s pioneering Master’s
programme - Understanding Domestic Abuse
and Sexual Violence, alongside professionals
and partners working across the sector.

Launched in 2005, Worcester was the
first UK university to offer a postgraduate
qualification dedicated to this critical area.
Over the past 20 years, the programme has
empowered more than 500 graduates to lead
change in policing, social work, healthcare,
education, and the voluntary sector, shaping
policy, transforming practice, and improving
outcomes for survivors.

The anniversary event opened with a video
message from safeguarding minister Jess
Phillips MP, who congratulated the university
on its leadership and impact.

In it, she said: “Education and evidence
are the foundations of driving real change
and I want to personally thank you all for the
contributions each and every one of you have
made towards tackling what is without ques-
tion a national emergency - violence against
women and girls.”

Dr Claire McLoone-Richards, co-course
leader for the MA, continued: “We were
delighted to have a video message from Jess
Phillips to mark this important occasion
and to celebrate the achievements of our
alumni and partners over the past 20 years.
This anniversary is a reminder of how far
we've come, but also of the urgent need to
continue this work. Domestic abuse
and sexual violence remain pressing
issues, and our commitment to edu-
cation, research, and collaboration
is as strong as ever.”

Beverley Gilbert, co-course lead-
er, added: “It was wonderful to bring
lots of our alumni back together and
to hear about the impact that they
are making in this field, following
their studies with us. There is so
much important work going on - but
much more to do for the future.”

The event coincided with the
International 16 Days of Action
against Gender-Based Violence.

Alumni of the university’s pio-
neering Master’s programme
gather for its 20th anniversary.

A PCSO from Droitwich Safer

Neighbourhood Team has brought a

bakery and community project together
to help residents who need support.

And PCSO Ben Mawby’s scheme also pro-
vides a way for the police to engage with
some people in the town who do not usually
talk to officers.

PCSO Mawby, based around Droitwich
town centre, had the idea after a conversa-
tion with Quality Crust which is now pro-
viding unsold baked products to Moving
Forward.

The project offers a variety of support to
residents, particularly in Westlands, includ-
ing the Community Fridge launched to help
reduce food wastage and provide food sup-

port.

PCSO Mawby said: “Part of my role within
the town centre is to engage with businesses
and listen to any concerns they have about
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Sgt Cathy
Atkinson, Sam
Ellis from

the Moving
Forward
project,
Hannah Fowle
from Quality
Crust and
PCSO Ben
Mawby at the
launch of the
new scheme. s

shoplifting, anti-social behaviour and safety.

“I can offer advice, reassurance and a direct
link to the police should they need it.”

He realised bringing the bakery and local
project together could provide support to
those who needed it, could help build con-
fidence in the community and engage with
people.

Hannah Fowle, from Quality Crust, said the
business was pleased to be supporting such a
fantastic project.

“It is a small gesture from us, but we hope
it can make a big difference to others.”

Nikki Beeston, Moving Forward’s project
manager, thanked PCSO Mawby and said:
“The daily donations we receive are a wonder-
ful boost to our Community Cafe and Fridge
and the quality of the food is exceptional.

“It’s a fantastic example of how local busi-
nesses can make a real difference in their
community,”

JOHNSONS

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT GREAT DAY OUT

'Club Class' Extra Legroom or Luxury Traveller Coaches.
Entrance and Admission Charges included.
Depart from 38 local Boarding Points with reserved seating.

Cambridge

Mon 16 Feb 2026

Shropshire

Tue 17 Feb 2026

Bristol

Wed 18 Feb 2026

Peterborough London

Thur 19 Feb 2026

Covent Garden
Z=— [N

B 7
Fri 20 Feb 2026

I.lverpool

Sun 22 Feb 2026

& So much more on offer!

COACH HOI.IDAYs

EXPRESS EXCURSIONS

BRAND NEW!

2 = =
LR O e

COACH HOI.IDAYS

LR
EXPRESS EXCURSIONS

oNE rrrce -

ont lo-nnmu roiINT -

TODAY

Don't Hesitate - Get
Booking Today!
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Every day in December, a single bus journey will cost
no more than £1 on any route across Worcestershire.

Whether you'’re dashing into town for last minute
gifts, visiting loved ones, or travelling to work, let the
bus take you there for less this festive season.

& worcestershire
</county council

www.worcestershire.gov.uk
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‘%OVEB 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish, ﬂ
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more

comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.
A

Cloud 2ero

3 motor lift and tilt

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

N CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

» Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours

* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort

» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service

* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

CHOICE OF SEAT DEPTH

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence A4
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control y riw
 Available in Single, Double, and Dual models = )
» Fantastic fabric and headboard options
» Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

i

g
= Why Choose Us? - K/

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE - offering honest advice and personal attention FAST, HASSLE-FREE DELIVERY - Dellvery often within 24 hours, with free setup
you can trust.

and installation.
QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR COMFORT & STYLE - Furniture, beds, and mobility items  PROUD BRITISH BRANDS - Supplying trusted names like Celebrity, Sherborne,
chosen for quality and lasting comfort.

Highgrove, and Adjust-A-Bed.
TRUSTED & RELIABLE - Built on honesty, value, and a reputation WE COME T0 YOU - Home visits available by appointment - we bring our
you can rely on. @
“An

. servuce to your door. ,
r— ] Sy R e 4
othfer Great Y™ - ' 1% 8 . “CFirst Class Service
Experience - again. Very
Fanlas'tic Sen’/:ce ) y d i S Fabulous reasonable prices
starting in the 7 5 y for good quali
Showroom, right — ¥ Prstilllc'ts} l;’;f’;,/f ﬁmﬁture.unig(
through to delivery : - 3 andinc ptii e i delivery.
and installation. 2 and Good prices - T R |5 ) Very Helpful and
A < z e s s ; y Help:
EivelStar Servicel - what more could + o

Fantastic i you ask for!” | . Friendly Staff. Highly

Products!”® s Recommend them?’
B ADJUST-A-BED (CB August 2025) , (MQ July 2025)
(LH. Sept 2025) 5 S More Than Just A Bed. . ' 2 |

. Free parking | Free local Delivery, Installation &
”;Z Disposal Available | Family-run for over 35 years
/ Open 7 days! Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm | Sundays 10:30am - 4:30pm

¢ 01905 796507 | 2 info@svfonline.co.uk




Festive Edition, Friday December 26, 2025 PAGE 11

"V

SALE STARTS

-27TH DECEMBER 9A

I HYPNOS

i = @l

oy
K |Ién?n|ght

. Devonshlre Q.
S‘1eh Living WABED HIGHGROVE
LAg@BOY =2

_— B lacrison Spmlxs K i Y P N O S
e Lge Comgortatly: Biitishicr " FiBFship S5 1 MOST COMFORTABLE BEDS IN THE WORLD

YFREE LOCAL DELIVERY - 01905 796507 - info@svfonline,co.uky,.
AT ﬁ{ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ N
Free customer parking at the rear of the shop - Pay us a \IISIt
our friendly staff will be more than happy to assist you
www.svfonline.co.uk Open 7 days Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm. Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm
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Winning for
the third year

COLLEAGUES at an Evesham retirement
development are celebrating after their com-
pany won a top award in a national competi-
tion for the third year running.

Staff at Charles Lodge on Bewick Court
are on a high after Churchill Living got gold
in the Best Retirement Home Developer
category in the WhatHouse? Awards 2025,
bagging the top spot for an impressive three
times in a row.

Presenter Gabby Logan was the host for the
event which took place on Friday, November,
21 at the Grosvenor House Hotel, London
which was attended by over 1,300 industry
professionals.

The category recognises the best develop-
ers serving the ‘later living’ sector, looking
at a range of factors including overall com-
mitment and contribution to the promotion
and enhancement of retirement housing.

The judges’ report highlighted Churchill’s
impressive performance during a difficult
year for the entire housebuilding industry.
They said: “Churchill leads the way in later
living, with its unwavering commitment to
this sector. Not just in the quality of develop-
ments it builds right across the UK, but in its
tireless championing of the residential and
social needs of older people.”

Spencer J McCarthy, Churchill’s chairman
and CEO, added: “Winning this accolade for
a third year in a row is an incredible achieve-
ment which would not be possible without
our fantastic team of people around the
country.

“Recognition like this underlines the
strength of our business, the quality of our
product and the positive change we strive for
on behalf of our sector.”

Charles Lodge is a collection of low-
maintenance, energy-efficient one and two
bedroom retirement apartments in the heart
of Evesham.

A FORMER performing
arts student from Stratford
College is flying high in his
career after starring in Wendy
and Peter Pan with the Royal
Shakespeare Company.

Daniel Krikler, who studied
musical theatre at the college
from 2007 to 2009, took on
the title role of Peter Pan at the
Barbican Theatre in London.

Daniel was destined for a per-
formance career after falling in
love with the stage at a young
age. He joined a local youth
theatre group and dance school
and his passion for it grew.

He knew the best chance of
getting into drama school was
to continue to study, so chose
Stratford College as his training
ground.

Following his time at college,
Daniel went to the prestigious
Laine Theatre Arts for three
years, before later studying a
master’s degree in acting at
Central School of Speech and
Drama.

Since training, Daniel has per-
formed in several productions.
He fondly remembers Musical
Loserville which transferred to
the West End, and his first play
Pink Mist.

Now Daniel is to sprinkle him-
self with fairy dust and fly to
Neverland.
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RSC role sees Daniel’s
stage hopes take off

Hannah Saxby and Daniel Krikler as Wendy and Peter, in Wendy and Peter Pan.
Picture by Manuel Harlan (RSC).

He said: “I grew up just out-
side Coventry and would cycle
for over an hour to the RSC
to watch shows. I remember
cycling home afterwards along
country roads with my mind

full of these incredible charac-
ters I'd just seen. So to work
with that company all these
years later on such a magical
show and character feels really
extraordinary.

“Just being paid to do what
you loved felt crazy. There’s
always that little voice in your
head that tells you you’ll prob-
ably never get a job, so to lanc
these roles, it’s pretty great.”

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

ead B

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814792

SSTARWINDOWS.C

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 887970

O.UK

e to orders up to

FEATURE DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATOREES
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ZBED FACTORY

Trading since 1989
3 floors full of beds
(We are bigger than we look)
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PROBABLY
LEAMINGTONS

BEST EVER
BED SALE

‘ 4’6 1000
i pocket springs
- mattress,natural
fillings
was £499
NOW £299
46
mattress hase
and headhoard

NOW ONLY
£499

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL

139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
&01926 422404 sales@thebedfactory.co.uk

and www.thebedfactory.co.uk Trustpilot * * * *x *
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Help to stay active over Twixmas

Vi

THE festive

season is filled

with joy, cel-

ebration... and

long stretches

of cosy down-
time.

With social events, rich food and
shorter days, it’s easy for move-
ment to slip to the bottom of the
priority list.

But staying active in December
doesn’t have to mean skipping
mince pies or spending hours in the
gym. With a little creativity, you can
keep your body moving and enjoy
all the magic of the season.

Make movement part of the
festivities

The easiest way to stay active is
to blend it into your celebrations,
take a post-lunch family walk on
Christmas Day or Boxing Day, do a
winter lights walking route around
your neighbourhood or try out win-
ter sports like ice skating, or a stroll
round a Christmas market.

‘When movement is the event,
you'll hardly notice you're exercis-
ing.

Dress for the weather

Cold weather is one of the big-
gest barriers to winter exercise. The
best way to stay warm is to layer
up, with a thermal top, light fleece,
waterproof jacket and of course not
forgetting tick socks and gloves.

If you're warm and comfortable,
you're far more likely to head out-

side — even if it’s just for a brisk
15-minute walk.

Keep it short and simple

Forget hour-long workouts,
December is about efficiency.

Try a 10-15 minute home work-
outs, a quick yoga stretch when you
wake up, two brisk 10-minute walks
and a five-minute mobility break
between wrapping presents

Short bursts keep your energy
up and help counter long periods
of sitting.

Make the most of mornings

Festive evenings fill up fast - din-
ners, drinks, carol concerts, parties
- so mornings are your best bet for
consistent movement.

Even a short morning session
can boost your mood, keep you
energised for the day and educe the
temptation to skip exercise later

Think a walk with a coffee, gentle
stretching, or a quick home routine
before the celebrations begin.

Try fun, festive themed work-
outs

Add a bit of novelty to keep moti-
vation high including 12 Days of
Christmas circuits, a festive playlist
dance workout a Santa-run or char-
ity fun run.

A sprinkle of silliness goes a long
way in December.

Prioritise wellbeing, not per-
fection

December is not the month for
strict fitness rules or guilt.

Instead set a low-pressure goal
foe example move every day, walk
20 minutes or stretch before bed

Be flexible, if plans change, swap
a long workout for a short one.

The key is gentle consistency, not
rigidity.
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Don’t Forget to Rest

Staying active is important, but
so is rest. December is emotionally
and physically busy. Prioritise good
sleep, hydration and relaxation with
spending time away from screens
and with family and friends.

The goal is to start the new year
feeling energised, not exhausted.

The Bottom Line

You don’t need a tough regime to
stay active during the festive period
- just small, joyful habits woven
naturally into your days. Movement
should feel like a welcome break
from the busyness, not another
item on the to-do list.

Z ; [ *kxx A
Holidaysé'o'

.,—/

Departing Sat 25 Apr ‘26

HISTORIC YORK

& HARROGATE SPRING FLOWER SHOW

Trustpilot

ABBA VOYAGE

LIVE IN LONDON

Departing Sun 15 Mar ‘26

Reader Travel Standard

SCARBOROUGH
WHITBY & HISTORIC YORK

Departing Mon 16 Mar ‘26

Gardeners at the ready! Growers take your places! It’s time for
the first big event of the year in the horticultural calendar, the
prestigious Harrogate Spring Flower Show, featuring beautiful
displays and much more at the Great Yorkshire Showground.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

v/ Admission to Harrogate Spring Flower Show
v/ En-route visit to York

2 Days by Coach OVL@ £169

Single Supplement £40

For more information, or to book, please call

514 Iote OSG

03332 342

minutes packages

within inclusive

or visit us online at

Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an

ABBA concert? Well now is your chance to say Thank You

for the Music! Join us at the ABBA Arena for the incredible

ABBA Voyage; where the global pop icons appear on stage as

digital avatars brought to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

v Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers
(dancefloor, standing)

v/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for £25pp or Block G or J
for £45pp

2 Days by Coach m/([y £229

Single Supplement £60

H justgohols

justgoholidays.com/OSG

Beloved for its pretty beaches, and classic charm,
Scarborough is the perfect destination for a stunning five-day
getaway! We enjoy a stunning excursion programme with
visits to Whitby, York and the filming location for the TV series
Heartbeat, Goathland.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Redditch

v/ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Scarborough (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

v/ Light entertainment every evening

v 2 for 1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

¢/ Excursions to Goathland (Heartbeat), Whitby & York
Optional excursion to Beverley (£12pp)

SLVER

5 Days by Coach on@ £269 .;‘."r'v.";‘..
Single Supplement £75 v
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PH A PaUL HOLLS

paul holman 2

Children’s TV Legend Emmerdale &
& Masterchef Coronation'Street

DAVE BENSQN PHILLIPS SRBILL\WARD

SIMON 23 : rlialn’s Got Talent
BASHFOBD e . - TONY RUDD

‘w

PALACE 8DEC*25 -4 JAN ‘26
THEATRE BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
REDDITCHPALACETHEATRE.CO.UK
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Every day well lived

Stratford care home
gets a makeover

Stratford care home has been given a new lease of life, thanks
to a major refurbishment and development programme.

he Limes, a 31-bedroom home on
Alcester Road run by local charity
WGCS Care, has added a café, outdoor
patio and hair salon, and several
ensuites have also been upgraded
to wetrooms to support comfort and
independence.

pain and anxiety, support speech
and memory loss, and even improve
balance and appetite. It also helps
families connect with loved ones.

Sleeping well at night

In many care homes, night checks
disturb sleep. Staff often open doors
every one or two hours, which can
leave people feeling tired the next day.

Set in quiet, private grounds near the
town centre and train station, The Limes

technology — another way
WGCS Care supports people’s
dignity and comfort.

A consistent and
caring team

The home benefits from a long-
standing, dedicated team who were
recently recognised with Investors in
People Platinum — an accreditation

supports both privately and socially

funded residents. achieved by just 5% of accredited

organisations.

At The Limes, a night-time acoustic
monitoring system offers a quieter
approach. Used with consent, it listens
for unusual sounds like someone
calling out or moving and alerts staff
who respond straightaway. Sleeping
residents are left undisturbed.

Supporting wellbeing every da
PP 4 " il Manager Karen Hall has been with

WGCS Care’s aim is simple — that every WCS Care for over 20 years.

day is well lived.

‘I'm incredibly proud to be the manager
here,’ says Karen. The Limes has a
real family feel. Our small lounges
and dining rooms help people
connect. The café and hair

salon have brought something

new to qaily life and we're

already planning lots of social
events to welcome the community
into our home.’

At The Limes, this includes regular
activities and trips out in the Memory
Maker minibus, helping residents and
families revisit familiar places and make
new memories.

This system has been shown to
reduce falls and improve wellbeing.
People who sleep better are more
alert, steadier during the day, and often

Music is a big part of life too, with st AnE R Batter 155,

regular sessions from WCS Care's
dedicated community musicians.
Research shows music can help reduce

The Limes is currently the only home
in Stratford-upon-Avon using this

Questions about care?
We can help

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help you navigate
the process of finding the right care home, so that you feel
confident about the decision you make — whether that’s
choosing a WCS care home, or one outside
our group that’s more suited to your needs.

Call me today for an initial
discussion about your needs.

€ The Limes, Alcester Road,
Stratford-Upon-Avon, CV37 6PH

07802 728447 B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk

Registered charity

) wes-care.co.uk [ /wescare wecs_care oob O R
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Trying something new in 2026

WITH the new year always
comes a sense of wanting to
do or try something new.

‘Whether it is to reach a goal,
bring some joy or just put yourself
out of your comfort zone, there are
plenty of hobbies and past-times
you could take up.

To get an idea of the kind of
things which could be taken up, we
looked at the top leisure activities
across the UK.

You will probably not be sur-
prised to see that - according to
top pollsters YouGov - the top five
are: listening to music, using the
Internet, reading, travelling and
going to restaurants.

And, while most of us probably
do these regularly, you could vary
them - maybe try listening to differ-
ent bands or genres of music, set
yourself a target to read so many
books in a certain amount of time
or travel to some places you have
never visited - either in the UK or
abroad.

FYI, the rest of the top 10 con-
sists of watching movies on TV,
spending time with family, walking,
spending time at home and visiting
historical sites.

Traditional

Among the traditional leisure
activities we think about, baking
is 16th, doing puzzles is in 17th
(jigsaw puzzles is 36th), going to

the cinema is 19th and gardening
is 20th. Maybe you could start a
gardening project to create a new
plot or area. Quizzes and pub quiz-
zes are 24th and 25th respectively,
tenpin bowling is 30th and DIY is
43rd - undertaken by 53 per cent
of the population. Brits are notori-
ously renowned for not being able
to speak the lingo when they go
abroad but learning foreign lan-
guages is 46th in the list - done by
52 per cent (over half) of us. Wine
making is 59th and wine tasting is
66th. Collecting things is 73rd and
playing chess is 76th.

Arts and crafts

‘When it comes to creative past-
times, the most popular one is
photography which, according to
the figures, 72 per cent of us do.
In 32nd place is playing a musical
instrument (the guitar is the most
popular of those), in 37th is writing
and 41st is drawing. Telling jokes is
44th but watching stand-up comedy
is 35th (enjoyed by 57 per cent of
the population) so maybe you could
give that a go. Painting is the 61st
most popular past-time and acting
is 62nd. Knitting is 95th.

Health and wellbeing
We all need a bit of relaxation

and in this category, meditation is
68th and yoga is 69th - both done

regularly by 45 per cent of the
population. Pilates (which could
equally go in the category below)
is 93rd.

Fitness

After walking, the next most pop-
ular fitness activity is swimming in
18th - 68 per cent of us do that reg-
ularly. Following that is trekking or
hiking in 26th, playing sport is 50th
and running or jogging is 53rd.
Playing the nation’s most-loved
sport and beautiful game - foot-
ball - is 57th and cycling is 58th.
‘Weight-training is 77th, Zumba is
102nd and going to the gym 105th.
Of course, all of these are a great
way to meet new people and get fit
at the same time and there will be
plenty of clubs and groups in your
local area you could seek out.

Out and about

Visiting museums is 16th, going
to the theatre is 29th, watching live
music is 31st, birdwatching is 78th,
going to festivals is 83rd and going
to the ballet or dance is 136th.

Wild cards

If you want to have a go at some-
thing, not done by many people,
here are our pick of the ‘wild cards’
- at the very least it will probably
make a good conversation start-

a
earningltolplayitheYguitantlinf20267
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er. Puppetry, in 148th, is under-
taken by just 17 per cent of the
population, as is Tarot. Even less
popular is Quilling art - delicately
rolling, shaping and gluing thin
strips of paper to create decorative
designs for cards and pictures and
‘Cardistry’ - performing and manip-

ulating playing cards to create visu-
ally stunning flourishes, cuts, fans,
and patterns. So there you go.

Whatever you choose to do, give
it your all, enjoy yourself and take
pride at the end of 2026 that you
tried something new.

OUR BIG SALE
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they

don't have enough stock left to service them.

e

BRAND NAME CARPETS
AT LOW LOW PRICES

SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE

Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on to YOU.

From quality Axminster to budget cord
We are recommended for our low prices, quality service and extensive range

throughout the Midlands. There are no R.R. prices on carpets, so if others
50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal hi

OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 SEY

ive
'qh Frices. ALWAYS
1

v

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985

[www.salecarpet.uk | °F
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Celebrations across the globe

“TWIXMAS” is a modern
British term for the quiet, in-
between days from December
26 to December 31.

Other cultures don’t usually use
the word Twixmas, but many have
long-standing traditions for this
same “between holidays” period.

Here are some of the most nota-
ble:

Germany and Austria - Zeit
zwischen den Jahren

Literally “the time between the
years,” this period is seen as reflec-
tive and a bit mystical.

Many people visit family, relax,
and avoid work.

Old folk customs include
Rauhnéchte (the “Rough Nights”)
- 12 mystical nights with traditions
like burning incense to “cleanse”
the home.

Some avoid doing laundry or
major chores due to old supersti-
tions.

Scandinavia - “Romjul”
(Norway)/Mellandagarna”
(Sweden)

A time for rest, visiting relatives,
eating leftovers, and spending time
outdoors.

Many offices close or run reduced
hours.

Norwegians often go skiing.
Swedes enjoy sales similar to
Boxing Day promotions.

Spain - Between Navidad and
Reyes

This is an active, festive period
leading up to Three Kings’ Day
(January 6).

Families go out to enjoy holiday
lights, markets, and parades.

Children are excitedly anticipat-
ing gifts from the Three Kings.

Italy - Between Natale and
Capodanno

The “in-between” days are used
for long meals, visiting family, and
gift exchanges.

Many people rest before the
big celebration of New Year’s Eve
(Capodanno).

Some regions maintain folk tradi-
tions, such as bonfires or fortune
rituals.

Greece - The Dodekaimero (12
days of Christmas)

Considered a continuous fes-
tive season from December 25 to
January 6.

Traditions include carols, parties,
church services, and folklore about
mischievous goblins (kallikdntzari)
said to roam during these days.

Japan - Omisoka Prep Period

Japan doesn’t celebrate Christmas
religiously, but the days between
December 26 to December 30 are
crucial for deep house-cleaning
(osoji), preparing osechi (New
Year’s food), traveling to visit fami-
ly, and wrapping up the year’s busi-
ness before Shogatsu (New Year).

China - Not a major festival
period

As Christmas isn’t tradition-
ally celebrated, the days between
December 26 and December 31 are
mostly normal workdays.

Young people may still enjoy
Christmas sales or Western-style
decorations.

The big festivities instead cluster
around Lunar New Year, usually in
late January or February.

Latin America-Post-Christmas
Posadas to Dia de Reyes

In many Latin American coun-
tries, the Christmas season extends
until January 6.

Families enjoy leftovers, gather-
ings, and community events.

Many places host fiestas, fire-
works, and holiday markets.

Children anticipate gifts from the
Three Wise Men.

United States and Canada

While not formally named
“Twixmas,” the week between
Christmas and New Year is widely
understood as a time for relaxation,
shopping returns, travel, and infor-
mal family gatherings.

Many offices shut down or run
half-capacity.

Longhridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Ne;/v Roofs - Roof Repairs - FItRoofing

Y N

4 New roofs

4 Re-roofs

4 Roof repairs Mentioning

4+ Tiles/slates
replaced

UPVC ROOFLINE

PRODUCTS

Avon

When
this adyery

ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE - TRUSTED

4 Flat roof solutions
4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt
4 Re-pointing

4 Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

DRY RIDGES
EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

4 Fascias
4 Cladding
4 Soffits

4 Guttering

4 Down pipes
Fieo Quotitions ~ Al Words Guonauileed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google

Commancial roofl projects undertaken
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_ DAKLAND

ON EVERYTHING THROUGHOUT THE STORE A\

OUR BIGGEST EVER SALE STARTS e
SATURDAY 27th DECEMBER 10am

Suites, Sofas, Beds, Mattresses, Recliners, Occasional Chairs,
Oak Furniture, Dining Sets, Accent Chairs,
Bedroom Chests, Wardrobes, Dining Table Sets
AND MUCH MORE!

- HUGE DISCOUNTS ON UK BRANDS! Q

MANY BRAND NAMES INCLUDING DFS,
LA-Z-BOY, FURNITURE VILLAGE, SOFOLOGY,
PARKER KNOLL CANCELLED ORDERS/EX DISPLAY/NEW

=
7

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE Tel: 01527 872202
34 & 35 Aston Fields Trading Estate, BUY DIRECT AND SAVE £££’s

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove, B60 3DW Disposal service available
www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk SELl T
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Sustainability at Christmastime

EVERYONE is

more aware of

how important it

is to be more sus-

tainable in many

aspects of their
lives.

Yet ripped wrapping paper, dis-
carded Christmas trees, and monu-
mental amounts of food waste make
Christmas a time when we ‘do not
give to the planet’.

Christmas is a time of excess in
more ways than one.

But through some simple eco
hacks, you can have a greener
Christmas this year and save some
pennies along the way.

Wrapping Paper

According to GWP Group, the
average consumer in the UK uses
227,000 miles of wrapping paper
each year.

Some wrapping paper has a
plastic film which means, in many
cases, it cannot be recycled, leav-
ing ripped-up pieces of paper lying
around landfills.

To be more eco-friendly this year,
when unwrapping presents, try not
to rip the paper off the gifts and
instead fold it up and keep it for
next year.

This little hack can save you from
buying wrapping paper next year
while avoiding lengths of wrapping
paper ending up in landfills.

Save a tree

Real Christmas trees are one of
the best ways a person can have a
greener Christmas.

If you have a tree in a pot, it can
be replanted in your garden and
reused yearly or could make a beau-
tiful outdoor Christmas tree.

However, fresh-cut trees cannot
be planted, but you can recycle
them through schemes hosted by
charities and companies.

f you have a fake tree, keep
using it and try to make it last as
long as possible before possibly
switching to a real one.

Outside Christmas lights

The cost of living is pulling on
everyone’s purse strings and, with
energy costs soaring, turning off
your Christmas lights late at night
can save you money and the plan-
et.

Turning off your Christmas lights
at a set time each night or schedul-
ing them on for two hours can stop
vast amounts of energy waste while
still enjoying your festive display.

Leftover food

Food waste is one of the leading
excesses we have at Christmas.

Cooked food cannot be recycled
or put in compost, leaving mass-
es of it being thrown away each
Christmas.

Some Christmas food is frozen
or can last a few days if kept in the
fridge to be eaten.

Christmas baps are one way you
can reduce your food wastage by
using up leftover food to make a
festive sandwich.

Certain foods can also be fro-

zen and reheated to be eaten for
another day.

Unwanted presents
At Christmas, we all get presents

that we may not like, and instead of
throwing these away, if unopened,

they can be donated to local chari-
ties.

Or they can be kept and distrib-
uted to your friends and family
next Christmas — just make sure
you remember who gave you the
present first.

10 YEARS
WARRANTY
ON
SHUTTER
BLINDS

Available in beautiful and stylish Hard Wood and Faux Wood

WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE-FOR-LIKE QUOTE
21 Brixham Drive, Coventry, CV2 3LA

w =

= —

info@brixham-blinds.co.uk

Contact us today for a

BRIXHAM

=g

Residential and Commercial

Brixham blinds are a well-established blinds E

IFPRPTPRRRERET) 1
[EPPREa

l

company offering to trade and consumer.
With a great range of quality bespoke and
made to measure blinds by an established
blind company you can trust.

Whether you're thinking of vertical blinds,

roller blinds, venetian blinds or roman blinds,
shutter blinds, all of our blinds come with

no-obligation quotation

02476 666686

child safety regulations and fittings to make
sure your home is safe.
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Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Free Private Anthues &
Jewellery Valuations

We offer a FREE, no obligation, home valuation service, where one of
our valuers can come to your home and value your items

This service is perfect for those who:

Have a lot of items they’d like valuing

Would prefer a more private valuation of their items

Have large items they can’t get to one of our valuation events

Can’t get to one of our valuation events

We can give valuations of Silver, Gold, Jewellery, Watches, Pictures,
Furniture, Antiques, and Collectables

For more information and to arrange a visit, contact:

T: Hansons Warwickshire 07470 459309
E: clivejones@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk = (¢
Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derbyshlre DE65 6LS
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The gift of a good festive read

i hl 1slmas
h()()]\sh()p

LETTERS FROM
FATHER CHRISTMAS

AS we gear up
for the big day,
it brings with
it a longing for
stories that feel
as comforting as a woollen
blanket.

Christmas is a season made for
reading - when the world slows
just enough for us to lose our-
selves in a good book.

Whether your festive mood
calls for mystery, romance, nos-
talgia or pure magic, these five
Christmas books offer the per-
fect literary companions for your
cosiest evenings.

A Christmas Carol by Charles
Dickens

No festive reading list is com-
plete without the story that shaped

the season itself. Dickens’ classic
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge - equal
parts ghost story, social com-
mentary, and joyful redemption
- still sparkles with life nearly
two centuries on. At just over 100
pages, it’s the ideal read for a
busy December. And for those of
us who like being doubly festive,
why not follow up with watch-
ing one of it’s many adaptations.
My favourite being The Muppet’s
version.

The Christmas Bookshop by
Jenny Colgan

If you're dreaming of a cosy
escape, Colgan’s charming novel
delivers exactly that. Set in a
crumbling Edinburgh bookshop
in the heart of winter, this is a
story about second chances, sis-

terhood, and falling in love - both
with people and places. Colgan’s
has the skill to make a literary
world you want to jump right it.
A brilliantly cosy book. .

Perfect for readers who love
feel-good fiction, bookshops, and
a touch of festive romance.

One Day in December by
Josie Silver

This modern winter romance
begins with a fleeting moment
- two strangers locking eyes
through a bus window - and blos-
soms into a decade-long jour-
ney of missed chances, hopes,
and heartbreaks. Set against the
backdrop of twinkling London,
it’s a warm, emotional story that
captures the way love can sur-
prise us, especially at Christmas.

One to pick up if you want
something heartfelt and utterly
addictive.

Letters from Father
Christmas by J. R. R. Tolkien

Long before Middle-earth,
Tolkien wrote magical letters
from “Father Christmas” to his
children. Filled with illustrated
adventures featuring polar bears,
goblins, and the bustling life of
the North Pole, this beautiful col-
lection is a treasure for families
and nostalgic readers alike. It’s
whimsical, generous, and infused
with childlike wonder - every-
thing Christmas should be.

Hercule Poirot’s Christmas
by Agatha Christie

Not everyone craves sugar-
sweet stories - and for those
who like their Christmas with a
twist, Christie’s holiday murder
mystery is irresistible. When a
wealthy patriarch is found dead in
alocked room during a tense fam-
ily gathering, Poirot must unravel
the truth amid lies, secrets, and
festive chaos. Deliciously dra-
matic, wickedly clever, and end-
lessly fun.

Best for readers who want a
sharper, more suspenseful slice
of Christmas.

Whether you're curled up by
the window watching snow fall
or unwinding after a busy day
of festivities, these books offer
warmth, wonder, and a welcome
escape.

»Lthe Winter Edition of

As winter’s chill begins to settle across our
three counties, there’s a certain kind of beauty
that only this time of year brings.

Browse

brlghtness of summer and the
richness of autumn —
highlighting the very best of
local life, from independent
shops and community ventures
to countryside walks, home
inspiration, and hidden gems

This, then, feels like the perfect moment to
launch ‘Seasons’ — our brand-new glossy
magazine, created to celebrate the people,
places, and stories that make Worcestershire,
Warwickshire and the West Midlands such a
wonderful part of the world

, peoples
g Places

) % January Sales ! .
4 tome Comio™ 4 worth discovering.
ting the
# o \‘I\\ll Blues

Our first Winter edition is all
about warmth — in every sense
of the word. You’ll find

Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply
browse on line

\ eels
\‘. %* winter Whe!

cosswords

\ E3 ‘\ Q\mm

°

e < www.seasons-magazine.com >
winter g S Sl o ; features that reflect the spirit
; ' of the season: comforting food,
- : inspiring people, caring places,

S‘téﬁ“ Covent stﬁ“ﬁl Obsﬁ stant O\f)'gé \‘L ““‘“ stam ()bge Ol - and ways to make the cold

MOTHE : Plea as ¥¢ paghcall | r e i

%uf‘f:;:e:: Mps'fwe- ‘:né:;f:l Lo ‘m__a rage driy A::";iﬂn:xu ‘Museum ! %\;:vé‘a;g ,;1‘ ':;a;;‘“‘:ﬁl months glow with local charm.
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Zoe for helv

This magazine is for you — our
readers, neighbours and local
businesses — and we can’t wait
to share the year ahead with
you, one beautiful season at a

talls call 01926 17118 or 0121 270 2295

‘Seasons’ magazine is brought to you by your local ‘Observer’ Newspaper team




Russell Lane

The Jewellers of Warwick

'V»J .

CASH FOR CHRISTMAS"

Sell your gold in any condition

IMMEDIATE CASH OFFER
OR STORE CREDIT

| Ready for Christmas?

From broken chains to lone earrings and
old rings that are no longer worn; we can
" help with an immediate cash offer or store
: credit on all Gold and Silver Items

Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk

Tel: 01926 494 494 Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk
2 High Street, Warwick, CV34 4AP
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
mEmE L R
EASY 8. Empty (6 2. Supply (7)
T T3 TS H N N v 6 SN
1 10. Wi 7 .
EENEEE dNE o3 Koen)
o T | [el7| m mm M W__ o o )
> 4 s| P10 L m* L L w550
HEEG N E @ g o)
7 2 5 9|6 9. Watcher (9)
17 18 7 .
HEEEE SEEEELT
3/14]|1 2 8 20 o . 14. Clumsy (7)
18. Inflamed eyelid (4) 15. Surprise{7)
23 '
85 7 HEEE SEEEE 22. Pemmit (5 -
9|8 5|4 . . . - . 23. Remark (7) 19. Robust (5)
25
52 [6 8 N S - 20, Near 5}
. . . . 25. Staggered (6) 21. Awry (5)
8| [7] [6]3] |"
e 92l
HARD seine?
b 2
4 613
N
el LADDER
2 1|8 6
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with  Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
9 p p p!
5 9 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
17531 gives an Asian country;
4 1 9 3 TERN 87932 gives an African river;
67 8 Youth 6371274 gives an Irish county.
216 4 Prepared a golf shot ! L LA N
3 2 Nurse
e CODEWORD
PATH FI N D E R This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
—— — . Attach with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each BIRD words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Children’s authors
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Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

one 9-letter word to be found.
E
N
H
A
U

16 words: very good
20 or more: excellent.

B
S

A

D

How you rate
8 words: average
12 words: good
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ACROSS

1.

20.
22.
24,
26.
27.

28.

Double-headed weight, swung in order to
develop the muscles (8)

Mortal Gorgon beheaded by Perseus (6)
Hebrew patriarch, father of Methuselah (5)
Distilled liquid (6)

Ball game played with long sticks, originating
in North America (8)

Anthony —, novelist famous for his
“Barchester” series (8)

Drink of a mixture of beer and lemonade or
ginger beer (6)

Colour lying between blue and violet in the
spectrum (6)

Leonardo da Vinci portrait famous for its
smile (4,4)

In history, a French Protestant (8)

One who professes Islam (6)

Virus infection characterised by inflammation
of the parotid glands (5)

Gas without colour, taste or smell, supporting
life and combustion (6)

Sea-floor creature of which most species have
five arms (8)

DOWN

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

-

[ — |
S t The REDD CH ALCESTER!QL ' S BROMSGROVEDROITWICH '

Capital of the Isle of Man (7)

Akind of gambling game (5) 1.

Migratory insect destructive to
vegetation (6)

German dirigible airship used during 12.
World War | (8) 14.

Murmuring sound made by a happy

cat (4) 16.

Fleshy growth at the neck of a

turkey (6)

A number of stores, etc., owned and
operated by one person or

company (5)

In physics, a unit of work (3)
Conspicuous constellation containing
many bright stars (5)

Musical instrument called a cimbalom
in Hungary (8)

It's fime 1o
Like, Follow & WHA'I"SON

Subscribe

Don’t be LEFT BEHIND......
@ RedditchStandard G TheRedditchStandard ® @RedStand

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
"l

Common forest tree (3)

Large flightless bird found in Africa (7)
According to Matthew 6 “Ye cannot
serve God and —" (6)

Month named after a Roman

emperor (6)

Top part of a boot or shoe (5)

Species of Asiatic bean yielding an oil,
and a type of flour (4)
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com “
o —_a -— SRS
IN MEMORIAM FUNERAL
— DIRECTORS
L=
L
Brlan ‘l Huntleys Funeral Services
° ' Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch
Nicholas
Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
30/12/2020 A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable

price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

I think of you in silence
All T have are memories
You meant so much to me
But you are in my
heart
And that’s where
you’ll always be
Miss you always
From your devoted wife
Karen Nicholas

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

V& /' v

If you have a
message for a
loved one,
call our
team on

01527
S5S38683

Festive Edition, Friday December 26, 2025

Learn from yesterday,
" - L I live for tod
_ﬁ% o » hop’euio:) :(;;ognw
‘ Anonymous
3 W
MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
SERVICES E—
—_——
= 519 Evesham Road,
AS Tlme GOCS By 2 I N S A Crabbs Cross,
YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN 7 g Redditch, B97 5JP
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP
Headstones, Cremation Tablets, 100
Additional Inscriptions and tY

Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddltch co. uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tol\O] 527 550 700

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family™
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY P e
01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
[

An Independent_ Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

. “A family concern

WWW.thmasbrothﬁ:s co. uk
ermail: admm(‘thomasbrothers co. uk



Festive Edition, Friday December 26, 2025 PAGE 27

T Learn from yesterday,
d e ‘ A live for today,
i‘ % hope for tomorrow.
Anonymous
—— =¥
: t " QWWM

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
— —

Tv.,l 0]527 588688 Emdll r&,CLptlonObulllvantmt.dm com
T . _7W E -_—

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

MORTONS (]

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

0A1914’E‘9'"§°ji,i 1 R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
@SF}WTW Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery Memorial Masons

FUNERAL HOVES"

E E Professionally qualified

H  independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

E mortonsfunerals.co.uk

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
T: 01527 831723
info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

Whatever the oceasion, why notsend  callowr ()] 527 588688
- .= : v T———
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PUBLIC NOTICES

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

C92 PETTIFORD LANE, WOOTTON WAWEN/PRESTON BAGOT
Order Effect: Road closed between A3400 Stratford Road and A4189
Warwick Road/Whitley Hill.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works, closed 09.30hrs -
15.00hrs.
Order Commences: 15 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 15 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: A4189 (Whitley Hill, Blackford Hill, Warwick
Road), A3400 Stratford Road and vice versa. Vehicular access &
egress will be maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
LOXLEY CLOSE, WELLESBOURNE
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for new gas service.
Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 19 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Cadent Gas, Tel: 0800 111 999.
ILMINGTON ROAD, TREDINGTON
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to install boundary box and water meter.
Order Commences: 15 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: limington Road, Darlingscote Road, Tredington
Road and vice versa.

Chevron Traffic
BILLESLEY ROAD, WILMCOTE
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable installation of a water hydrant.
Order Commences: 14 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Billesley Road, Church Road, The Green,
Station Road, Featherbed Lane, Birmingham Road, Stratford Northern
Bypass, A46, Arden Street, Alcester Road, The Ridgeway and
vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.
SHOTTERY LANE, STRATFORD UPON AVON
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for installation of a water pipe.
Order Commences: 10 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 11 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Shottery Road, Evesham Road, Hathaway
Lane, Shottery, Bell Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.
MIDDLE STREET, ILMINGTON
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to investigate possible collapse and leak.
Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 08007 834 444.

Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

D6647 CHERINGTON ROAD, BARCHESTON/BURMINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed between Willington Road and North
Farm Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway crack sealing/patching works,
closed 08.00hrs - 16.00 hrs.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Cherington Road, Willington Road and
vice versa.

Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where possible and
safe to do so for businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

C47 WELFORD ROAD, BARTON

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic
between its junction with Honeybourne Road and
the entrance to Cottage of Content Public House.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

ici| 12 January 2026.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and
egress from properties and land situated adjacent to the length of
road to be closed will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access
will be maintained where possible.
To report any problems with these works or for further details
of our current & planned roadworks visit our website
gov. or call us 01926 412515.
WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (B4455 FOSSE Wi
ETTINGTON, STRATFORD UPON AVON) (50 MPH SPEED LIMI!)
ORDER 2025
Warwickshire County Council propose to make the above-named
Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which
will be to impose a 50mph speed limit on the length of road
mentioned in the Schedule below.
A copy of the proposed Order, together with a plan showing the
length of road affected and a statement of the Council’s reasons
for proposing to make the Order, may be inspected at the Main
Reception, Shire Hall, Market Place, Warwick and on the Council’s
website:
https://www.warwi
district
Any objections to or representations in support of the

.gov.uk/news/20: atford

Access & Diversion: Welford Road, Barton Road,
Long Marston Road, Welford Road, Main Street,
Welford Road, Long Marton Road, B4632 (Stratford
Road, High Street, Broadway Road, Stratford Road),
B4035 Evesham Road, Honeybourne Road, Weston
Road, Station Road, Buckle Street, Honeybourne
Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

D5128 LEA CLOSE, ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
its junction with Hertford Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs-17.00hrs.

Order Commences: 16 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 19 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
CROOKS LANE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

which must be in writing and specify the grounds on which they are
made, should De addressed to Dana Loxley, Safety Engineering
Team, C ire County Council
(telephone number 01925 412889) or send by email to danaloxley@
warwickshire.gov.uk using subject header “B4455 Fosse Way
Stratford upon Avon 50mph Speed Limit Order”.
(Objections, representations, and the name of the objector or person
making a representation, will normally be treated as public
information and may be published. For further information on how
Warwickshire County Council processes personal data please refer
to the Customer Privacy Notice which is available at https:/www.

.gov.uk/privacy). Objections and ions must
be sent 50 as to be received by 16th January 2026.

SCHEDULE

B4455 FOSSE WAY, ETTINGTON, STRATFORD UPON AVON
From its junction with A422 Banbury Road in a northern direction for
a total distance of 178 metres.

B4455 FOSSE WAY, ETTINGTON, STRATFORD UPON AVON
From its junction with A422 Banbury Road in a southern direction for
a total distance of 178 metres.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 24 Dec 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PUBLIC NOTICES
——

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

& REDDITCH BORO COUNCIL
Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,
MAJ = Major Development.
25/00481/FUL MAJ ADVSTD
Site: Easemore House, 103 Easemore Road, Redditch,
Worcestershire B98 8EY.

Proposal: Demolition of existing buildings and erection
of a residential development of up to 13 No. new

online-applications/
(:omments can be submitted onlme, via email
gov.uk or
m wmmg Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH.

STRATFORD-ON-AVON DISTRICT COUNCIL
Application for the Renewal of a Sexual
Entertainment Venue License made under the
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act, 1982, Part Il, Schedule 3 |
Notice is hereby given that we: STRATFORD
UNION LTD Applied on Thursday 18th
December 2025 To: Stratford-on-Avon District
Council In respect of the premises known as:
CAZ BAR Located at: 7-9 Union Street,
Stratford-on-Avon, CV37 6QT For the Renewal
of a license to use the premises as a: 'SEXUAL
ENTERTAINMENT VENUE'

ANY PERSON
should write to: The Licensing Authority,

application, stating the grounds for objection.
Letters in support should also be sent to the Head
of Environmental Development by that date.
Please note that any written representations
received in response to this consultation are likely

wishing to oppose the application

dwellings.
lication forms and plans may be inspected Stratford on Avon DC, Elizabeth House, .
e online Mtps:/rpllhlicac'y:ass, ° Church Street, Stratfc;rd on Avon, CV3; 6HX Keeplnq you up fo
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/ No later than 28 Days after the date of the date with all the

latest information
on Planning
Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods

- to be required to be made available for public Vehicl: rator
Comments should be made within 17 days of the inspection in accordance with the Local Li gnicle Of_e
date of this publication. The Cﬂ!.ll'lcll does not Government (Access to Information) Act 1985. icences, Licences
acknowledge comments but will make these C.N.A. Risk Management Ltd To Sell Alcohol,
available for inspection online. A'uthorise d Agent Probate Notices.....

To advertise call 01527 588688

Reason for Order: To safely enable works to lay
new gas main.

I Order 10 January 2026 for up to
18 months

Anticipated Completion: 11 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Crooks Lane, Toms Town
Lane, Foster Avenue and vice versa.

Contractor: Cadent Gas, Tel: 07831 706 512.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 24 Dec 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Worcester

CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC NOTICE - LICENSING ACT 2003

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES
LICENCE TO BE GRANTED UNDER THE
LICENSING ACT 2003

Name of applicant:
RIZZO WINE CLUB LIMITED
Postal address of premises:
RIZZO WINE & DELI, 3 KING STREET,
WORCESTER, WR1 2NX
The applicant proposes to carry out the
following licensable activities on or from the
above premises:
Supply Alcohol On/Off Premises
Monday to Sunday 08:00hrs to 18:00hrs
Representations by interested parties or
responsible authorities should be made in
writing to Worcestershire Regulatory
Services, Wyre Forest House, Finepoint
Way, Kidderminster, DY11 7WF or
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
by 13.01.2026
The record of the application is available for
inspection by appointment.
Please call us on 01905 822799 for an
appointment.
IT IS AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON
CONVICTION TO AN UNLIMITED FINE,
UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING
ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY OR
RECKLESSLY MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT
IN, OR IN CONNECTION WITH, AN
APPLICATION
C.N.A. RISK MANAGEMENT LTD
AUTHORISED AGENT

SALES & WA

MISCELLANEOUS
—

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise

recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
_07703925662

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

CLASSIC elegant
3 seater sofa, 2
armchairs and large
storage  footstool.
Raspberry / gold
colour, still has
years of wear left.
Excellent  condition

£350. Tel 01527
00217
HORNBY 00 gauge

diesel  locomotive

(Cat Ref R347)

BR Class 37 in

green livery with

late crest. Excellent
condition test run
only complete with
original boxing and
instructions. £25 Tel
07415322794
HORNBY 00 gauge
steam  locomotive
and tender (Cat Ref
R2880) BR Class 9F
in black livery with
late crest, engine
motorised. Excellent
condition, test run
only otherwise
unused ¢ / w original
boxing. £50 Tel
07415322794
CHAINSAW, 1800W,
10m mains electric
cable, 35cm NEW
chain blade fitted.
EXCELLENT
condition. £40.
07854-857791
MAMAS & papas,

large rocking
horse on wooden
frame. very good

condition (collection
only) £60.00. tel:
07934132759

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS
I L
BLACK wrought iron | CARPET  offcut -

ornate slimline wall
mirror.  decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide

brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so

approx: £5.00. tel: could cut & piece
07934132759 together. size 6 foot
FIVE minton 8 inches long x 2 foot
bellemeade  salad 1 inch wide. £3.00.
plates  (8”) blue tele: 07934132759
flowers, bone china, | WHEELCHAIR in vgc
very good clean less than 18 months
condition. £3.00 for [ old £50 07518902804
all. tel: 07934132759 Kidderminster
WANTED
[
**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Casseties
**x
Vintage or New

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

PETS WANTED

PETS WANTED
—

PU.P.S.

The Protection of Unwanted Puppies Society

Please contact
rs Sheila Tremellen

01905
620340

BE invested for services
to animal welfare

— Jeeg 1o ol

1

obgerver
“Standard

M@p@wﬁf - o
mewﬁﬁ(&%p = e
ittt st ——

Or you could check
out our Classified
pages and get an
EXPERT LOCAL

ENTHERIEIEDE | TRADER to do it

Bullivantmedia

or you!
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584371

DECORATING &
PAINTING

C&M Decorators

Father and Son ¢ Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

FENCING
—_—

GENTRAL
FENBING

All types of fencing supplied
and fitted at excellent rates

FREE QUOTES
23 years experience

DECKING » GATES *x SLABBING
Call now

01527 873 525
07813 092 906

Fully Insured

%S incVA]

GARDENING LANDSCAPING ROOFING
SERVICES — —
|
JFS DA TAVLOR  [| prareedScuman
= M ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
Garden Services LANDSCAPING 0 No job too big or
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery, Fencing * Slabbing  Conifers 10 A' too small
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared, Hedge Work Fully guaranteed
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing. CLEARANCE A|.|. Hoo NG and insured

Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

Gardens * Rubbish « Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

REPAI Written quotes
available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,

w W Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
REMOVALS/ Mobile: 07461159012
= ' Office: 01521962972

,,,,,

info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

——

i SKIP HIRE
House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery I —
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items

Waste Carrier No: CBDUG9835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289

5 ; ents (Redditch) LTD
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

ADwmonof
" 2, 4& led skipc

GIIM LOCM EXPERT ] Clll.’

SOMETHING

> 10 sell?

You Can Raise Some Extra Cash and make someone else’s Day
By SELLING Your Wonderful but Unwanted Gifts or Private litems

#Observer. Standard |;

And

But if you want your advertisement to really stand out or if your item is valued at over
£500, you can place details in a boxed advertisement for just £5.75 (inc Vat)
Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your cheque or credit card details if
required, and we'll do the rest - Or alternatively email your free ad to; fi ds@bullivantmedia.com
"""""" Free Lineage (ffems pfo value £500) | Paid for Boxed Ad (ftems of any value) ki
1 Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): (MAX 15 WORDS)

J /

..If your item is valued at £500 or less - its FREE of charge in lineage (max 15 words)

3 PIECE
SUITE

‘T phone Nurnber

brown leather, ! Details (Not for Publication) |

perfect V MUMISIMS. ... INHIGIS. oo SUMGME.
condition Ao B T T T B T T T e S H
R as new . Mobile. !
' Email addre: :
k £5 5 0 : T enciose cheque, payaie 10 BUINANT M LIG, VGIUE & o !
', & 1or alternatively i
At can deliver | Please debit My Card for .......vvvverreriennnnnd Vlaestro/Detta !
: Telephone ! Croott Cardl Nurmbessszsssivisss s s vt :
10234 567890 : EXp Date............ccoonuvnnn.. Start Date. Security Number. (Last 3 digts) Issue Number.........(If applicable) |
| Send to Bullivant Media, Webb House, Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8P H
ple boxed advertisement) | O 8Tl your advertsement fo freeads@bulivantmedia.com s

SKIP HIRE
—

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and

4-40 yard skips available 'Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

(L

TREE SURGEONS
—

= TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialt s  rusted, professional company with
a great reputationto uphold and have over 20 years experence n the trade.

+Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artfcial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

0800 747 1704
reeandlandscapespecialistsagmail.com
winw treeandlandscapespecialsts.co.uk

Aowsor (0 ¢

Contact us today 01527%577

TREE SURGEONS
[ ———

%=, K. W BOULTON

2 #5. TREE CARE
. SPECIALISTS
b LTD
01386 556679

Mob: 07745 721524

enquiries@kwboulton.co.uk

The Park, Wyre Hill, Wyre Piddle,
Pershore, Worcestershire, WR10 2HT

* Tree Felling * Hedge
o Tree Trimming
Reductions * Hedge

. Removal

* Fencing * Stump

* Tree Pruning Grinding

LOGS FOR SALE
1 x Hardwood (tonne bag)

£130 per tonne bag
with free local delivery
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Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

—ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

Require the following in the Redditch,

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE e ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

We currently have the following vacancies within our
Housekeeping Department:

ASSISTANT
HOUSEKEEPERS

Monday to Friday 6.00 a.m.-9.00 a.m.

(Please note that this is a 52 week a year position).
Monday to Friday 6.00 a.m.-9.00 a.m.,
(Please note that this is a term time only position)
Further details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
Closing date for all applications is
Monday 5 January 2026.

The School is itted to safeguarding and p ing the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening, including checks with past employers and DBS

4 WINTERFOLD
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BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

We currently have an opportunity at WINTERFOLD
HOUSE SCHOOL for a

TEACHING ASSISTANT
FOR CHILDREN WITH
SPECIFIC NEEDS

(Fixed term through until June 2033)

We seek a qualified Teaching Assistant (Level 3) to join our
team here at Winterfold House School to support pupils with
the opportunity to achieve their potential.

Working hours are during term time, 4 days a week
8.30 a.m.-3.30 p.m. and one day a week 8.30 a.m.-6.00 p.m.
Full details and application forms are available on the school
website: www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk
Closing date for all applications is
Monday 5 January 2026.

The School is ¢ itted to safeguarding and p
‘and.young people.

Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening including
checks with past employers and the Disclosure Barring Service.

ing the welfare of children

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email accounts@a2h60k.co.uk

Bullivantredia
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~ Caroline  Kelly
8525 01527 588749
caroline.birkenhead

‘  kelly.taylor
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the toughest of conditions

The Bentley Flying Spur has proved its attributes in all conditions by setting a new ‘winter lap record’. s

BENTLEY has once again demon-
strated the exceptional performance
of its ‘Flying Spur’ in all conditions
by setting a new ‘winter lap record’
at the world’s most northerly active
race circuit.

The record was set at the Drivecenter
Arena circuit in Fallfors, northern
Sweden - just 100 miles from the Arctic
Circle and a former military airbase.

Despite the entirety of the 2.05mile
track being covered in 12ins of ice and
snow, the Flying Spur Speed was able to
complete laps in under three minutes,
with the best time standing at 2mins
58secs - the quickest any vehicle has
lapped the facility in winter conditions,
ever.

The Flying Spur’s variable four-wheel
drive system and rear-wheel steering
combined to give the car outstanding
agility in the conditions and the peak
speed was 120mph during the record
run, despite the longest straight being
only 450metres long and covered in
sheet ice.

The record was inspired by a combi-
nation of previous events from Bentley’s

history - the two Ice Speed Records cap-
tured by Bentley in 2007 and 2011 and
the one-hour endurance record set by a
Turbo R at Millbrook Proving Ground
in the UK in 1986 where 140mph was
averaged around the banked bowl.

‘While the conditions mirrored those
of the Ice Speed Records, the car used
- registration Y15 BML - has a specifica-
tion matched to the Turbo R in Bentley’s
Heritage Collection.

Identical Brooklands Green paint-
work, yellow fine lines, and an interior
in Linen, Cumbrian Green and Open
Pore Walnut were specified to mark the
Turbo R’s 40th birthday this year.

Speedy Spur

The Flying Spur Speed is a car
designed to deliver exceptional driving
performance in all conditions, thanks
to its Ultra Performance Hybrid pow-
ertrain and advanced chassis systems.

An advanced 600 PS 4.0-litre twin-
turbo V8 is combined with a 190 PS
electric motor that is neatly integrated
within the 8-speed dual clutch trans-

mission.

In Sport Mode this powertrain
deploys a full 782 PS and 1,000 Nm,
with the instant torque of the E-motor
complementing the charismatic cross-
plane beat of the V8.

In pure EV mode, the E-motor pro-
vides 190 PS and 450 Nm of torque,
more than enough to keep up with the
traffic in most situations, while the
25.9 kWh battery offers up to 47 miles
(76 km) of usable electric-only range
(on the EU drive cycle).

Together, the V8 and E-motor pro-
vide the new Flying Spur with a total
range of 515miles (829 km). Full elec-
tric mode can be deployed at speeds of
up to 87mph (140km/h) with throttle
applications of up to 75 per cent.

The Bentley Performance Active
Chassis comes as standard with the
Flying Spur Speed.

Features of the sophisticated new
setup include Bentley Dynamic Ride
and All-Wheel Steering, along with an
electronically controlled Limited Slip
Differential, while a new generation of
ESC software permits a range of driving

styles to be accessed and provides reliable traction in
all conditions - though the record was asset with the
system completely switched off.

With the new car’s rear-biased weight distribution
of 48.3 : 51.7, the chassis systems and ESC have a
mechanically-optimised platform in which to provide
the final refinement.

The system uses active torque vectoring front to
rear through a centre differential, and precision vec-
toring across each axle using the brakes, to provide
exceptional traction in all conditions - vital for a fast
lap on snow-covered sheet ice.

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
07831 245 313




LANDMARK

'l Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

- FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB
* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
* Tarmacadam * Brickwork * Turfing * Gravelling

Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specmhsts in plant care and prunmg

A!Q‘ :V

Standard

\L}

772040712800

CRB CH;ZCKE;)“ F;‘ULI‘AY INSURED
07814 510797 | 01527 878965
Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken

Pears

C R I C K E T :
WORCESTERSHIRE CCC will
begin life in Division Two of
the County Championship with
a trip to Derbyshire follow-
ing the club’s relegation last
season.

The Pears finished bottom of the
Division One table in 2025, some
42 points from safety after win-
ning just one of their 14 matches.

‘Worcestershire spent just two
seasons back in the top flight
following promotion in 2023 but
now return to Division Two for the
2026 campaign,

And the Pears begin the new sea-
son away at Derbyshire on April 3
after the latter side just missed out
on promotion last term.

Worcestershire then travel to
Middlesex on April 10 as the Pears
start the campaign with back-to-
back away trips.

The county’s first home game of
the season sees the Pears entertain
Kent at New Road on April 24.

Alan Richardson’s side
start the following month at
Northamptonshire (May 1) before
hosting fellow relegated club
Durham (May 8) and then travel
to Lancashire (May 15).

The County Championship sea-
son breaks for almost a month
before the Pears return to action
with back-to-back home games
against Middlesex (June 12) and
Gloucestershire (June 19).

Another month-long break fol-
lows with the Pears back in action
away at Gloucestershire (August
20).

Published by Bulivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,
Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
Printed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead,
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* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing
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face trip to Derbyshire Iin
County Champlonshlp opener

The) Rapids'host|Derbyshire’at

New'Road'in}

rst gar:1e as holders’oflth"}@ne DayACdp

A red ball festival of cricket
will take place at New Road for
‘Worcestershire’s fixture against
Lancashire (August 27).

The Pears then travel to
Kent (September 2), host
Northamptonshire (September

8) and make the trip to Durham
(September 15).

Worcestershire close the sea-
son by hosting opening day oppo-
nents Derbyshire at New Road
(September 24).

And head coach Richardson
wants to make a strong start to
the campaign following a difficult
2025 season.

Richardson said: “First class
cricket provides a plethora of
demands and last year we showed
unbelievable fight and spirit right

until the very end in Championship
cricket.

“We want to be challenging
across all competitions, especially
in red ball cricket and are already
bulldmg towards a big start to
2026.”

T20 BLAST

Worcestershire Rapids will host
four Friday night matches and
two double-headers as part of a
revamped T20 Blast schedule in
2026.

The Rapids’ men’s side failed
to make the quarter-finals of the
competition for the second year
running last season.

And the women'’s side competed
in the first-ever edition of the

women’s T20 Blast last term.

Both Rapids teams begin
the 2026 season with a trip to
Leicestershire Foxes on May 22 in
a double header.

And the two teams then welcome
Northamptonshire Steelbacks to
New Road on May 24 for another
double header as the teams play
their first home games of the sea-
son respectively.

The men then host Warwickshire
Bears in the first derby clash of the
season at New Road on May 29
with the game live on Sky Sports.

And the return meeting between
the two rivals takes place on June
26 at Edgbaston.

The men’s competition consists
of 12 group matches, comprised
of three groups of six teams.

Finals Day will once again take
place at Edgbaston on July 18.

ONE-DAY CUP

‘Worcestershire will begin their
defence of the One-Day Cup with
a home game against Derbyshire
Falcons at New Road.

The Rapids lifted the trophy last
season following a dramatic three-
wicket DLS win against Hampshire
at Trent Bridge in Nottingham.

And the victory marked
Worcestershire’s first-ever success
in the competition since it began
in 2014 as the county lifted their
first List A title for 18 years.

The defending champions begin
their 2026 One-Day Cup campaign
at home against Derbyshire on
July 24.

And the Rapids then host
Hampshire in a repeat of last sea-
son’s final on July 26 before mak-
ing the trip to Yorkshire on July
29.

Worcestershlte return home
to celebrate ‘Blue for Bakes’ in
memory of Josh Baker against
Middlesex on July 31.

Trips to Essex (August 2), Sussex
Sharks (August 7) and Glamorgan
(August 9) follow before the
Rapids round off the group stages
with a home game against Durham
(August 11).

The top team in each group
progresses directly to a home
semi-final with the second and
third-placed teams to meet in a
quarter-final.

And the final will once again
take place at Trent Bridge.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

TRADE

Est 1988

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

Engine tuning
MOT preparation and submission
for final MOT

T ® Cam belt replacement
SHERRLIC ® Clutch Replacement

@ General repairs

@ Welding

® Servicing

@ Insurance work welcome

@ Supply and fit all parts for all

makes & models

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



