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Wheels are
set in motion
for town club

DROITWICH will once again have a
Rotary Club nearly three years after
the last one folded and an appeal has
gone out for new members to join.

News of the relaunch has spread
on social media this week, with the
new Rotary Club looking to pick up
the mantle of supporting local com-
munity groups and projects.

Those spearheading the relaunch
have said that, given the current
climate, coming together to support
the community was ‘more important
than ever.’

A special launch event and fund-
raiser will now take place at Gurkha
Majestic Dining on Thursday, January
22, and anyone in the town is invit-
ed.

The original Rotary Club held its
last-ever meeting in June 2023 after
more than 84 years of service to the
town.

The Rotary Club was perhaps best
known as the committed group that
organised the town’s hugely popular
Santa Sleigh each year alongside the
Droitwich Lions.

However, the club decided to close
down due to the age of many of its
members, meaning they were unable
to be as active within the community.

It was instrumental in opening
the Rotary House in 1958, while
other activities included donating
cash to local charities, including
the Droitwich Spa foodbank and St
Richard’s Hospice, and handing out
‘Good Citizen’ awards to extraor-
dinary members of the local com-
munity.

Coun Dan Birch is one of the peo-
ple looking to aid the Rotary Clubs’
relaunch and will act as its new sec-
retary.

He said: “We're delighted to
announce the return of the Rotary
Club in Droitwich Spa, with a renewed
focus on supporting local community
groups and projects.

“For many years, alongside
Droitwich Lions, the Rotary Club
raised thousands of pounds for local
causes.

“In the current climate, we believe
coming together to support our com-

munity is more important than ever.

“To mark the relaunch, we're host-
ing a Droitwich Curry Night at Gurkha
Majestic Dining and this relaxed buf-
fet evening is open to everyone.

“This event is not just about raising
funds, but also about raising aware-
ness and we are actively looking to
welcome new members.

“We’d love as many people from
the local community as possible to
join us - Rotary is open to everyone.”

All funds raised from the curry
evening will support the relaunch
of Droitwich Rotary Club and help
enable further fundraising across the
town.

The curry evening will take place
between 7pm and 9pm on January
22, and entry will cost £17.50 per
person.

Visit: buytickets.at/
droitwichandevesham/2007579 for
tickets and email Dbirch@worcester-
shire.gov.uk for more on the event,
dietary requirements and general
enquiries about the Rotary Club.
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An appeal has been made for volunteers at Droitrwich CVS.
Picture by Marcus Mingins 1425001 MMR

Could you be a trustee?

DROITWICH CVS is looking for
new volunteer trustees to help
support the charity in the new
year.

Those who become trustees
will need to commit to attending
quarterly board meetings, an
annual general meeting and a
development day.

Trustees will also be asked
to offer additional time if they
have a particular interest in the
charity.

Droitwich CVS was formed in
1985 and looks to provide ser-
vices which focus on the needs
of the community.

It organises community trans-
port, regular trips and events,
training courses, information
and guidance.

And it runs a community cafe
and fridge.

A Droitwich CVS spokesper-
son said: “If giving a bit of time
to support our work sounds
appealing, or if you know some-
one who might be interested,
we’d love to hear from you.”

Email: admin@droitwichcvs.
org.uk or call 01905 779115 for
more information or to register
interest.
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Dan Brennan,
general man-
ager of the
Brockencote
Hall Hotel,
with Hannah
Isaac from
the Primrose
Hospice and
two of the ham-
pers. s

Hotei helps out with hospice funds

THE PRIMROSE Hospice was handed a fun-
draising boost after a local hotel donated 24
luxury hampers collectively worth £500 to aid
its fundraising drive.

The charity received the hampers from
the 4 AA Red Star Brockencote Hall Hotel in
Chaddesley Corbett.

Some of the hampers will be used as
raffle prizes to help the hospice’s annual
£1.95million fundraising drive to fund its work
supporting patients with life-limiting illnesses
and bereaved families while others were
given to those facing a difficult time in the
build-up to Christmas.

Iltems included festive treats and gifts, pre-

sented in a gift-wrapped wicker basket.

Dan Brennan, Brockencote Hall Hotel's
general manager, said: “We know Primrose
Hospice well through our engagement with
the local community and are aware of the
priceless work they do to help those in need,
which is why we wanted to do our bit to give
something back to say thank you.”

The number 24’ was chosen as it corre-
sponds with the number of luxury bedrooms
the hotel has.

Mr Brennan added: “We hope they put a
smile on people’s faces, whilst also helping
to generate funds for a vital cause.”

HGV DRIVERS based at
Oakland International have
immediate access to mental
health resources to help ease
the psychological pressures
associated with long journeys
behind the wheel.

Staff at the firm, which is based
in Redditch, are being offered ses-
sions with qualified therapists from
Swift Psychology, as well as bespoke
booklets tailored to provide guid-
ance and reassurance in drivers’ rest
periods.

The move comes at a crucial time
for the sector, with research indicat-
ing 44 per cent of HGV drivers suf-
fer from depression.

Many drivers face long periods
away from home, irregular sleep pat-
terns and time pressures, which can
lead to increased emotional strain
and reduced wellbeing.

Lynne Pearson, distribution gener-
al manager at Oakland International,
said: “Our drivers are the backbone

of our business and their wellbeing

is non-negotiable.

“By partnering with Swift
Psychology, we’re making sure sup-
port is available when and where it’s
needed most - whether that’s on the
road or during a quiet moment in
the cab.

“This initiative reflects our com-

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shlpston on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house build an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone

Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“assa

I I self storage

association
United Kingdom

O
Beyond

Storage_l

For a

mitment to creating a culture where
mental health is valued as much as
physical safety.”

Dr Michael Swift, founder of Swift
Psychology, said: “These booklets
provide support in the moments
that matter - when a driver is alone,
under pressure, or simply in need of
reassurance.

“Partnering with Oakland
International allows us to not only
provide reassuring resources at driv-
ers’ fingertips, but also real, human
access to psychological expertise.

“It’s a vital step toward improv-
ing mental health in the transport
sector.

“Employees in unsupportive envi-
ronments are more likely to experi-
ence mental-health issues and lone-
liness, whereas those working for
empathetic employers report higher
morale, better wellbeing, and lower
stress levels.”

A DRIVER airlifted to hospital
after a crash in Hanbury has
died in hospital.

The collision happened on
Goosehill Lane around 9.50am
last Friday morning when a blue
Volvo hit a tree.

The driver, a man in his 50s,
died from his injuries.

PC Owen Steer from West
Mercia Police said the force’s
thoughts were with the man’s
family.

“We are keen to establish
exactly when and how the col-
lision occurred and we would
urge anyone who may have
seen the car, which we believe
was travelling towards Droitwich
along Goosehill from the gen-
eral direction of Himbleton to
please get in touch.”

Anyone who can help should
email: PC Steer at: owen.steer@
westmercia.police.uk to report
the details.

I your latest information on

To this
Psychology
ly working

the booklets for use by
International’s

Oakland
non-driving
too.

On a wider scale, the
UK Government estimates
loneliness costs employ-
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ers §2.5billion annually,
through factors such as
higher staff turnover,
reduced productivity, and
sickness absence.
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VINYL RECORD & CD FAIR
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BROMSGROVE HOTEL & SPA
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45+ Table Event / Cafe / Free Parking*
WE BUY VINYL & HIFI STEREO EQUIPMENT
CALL BEN ON 01527 873014 / 07832 247109
“www.midlandsrecordfairs.co.uk
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Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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Tributes follow passing of key
figure from town’s community

TRIBUTES have been paid to a
former Bromsgrove councillor and
community champion who has died
at the age of 90.

Glenys Blackmoor lived in Catshill and
was well-known by many in Bromsgrove.

She represented Labour as the
‘Worcestershire County Councillor for
Bromsgrove South - from 2005 to 2009 -
and was a member of Catshill and North
Marlbrook Parish Council for 20 years.

She was also involved with Bromsgrove
International Link (formerly the
Bromsgrove and District Twinning
Association), hosting visitors from Saint-
Sauveur-Lendelin in Normandy, France,
and Gronau in Germany. And, as part of
the link, she also visited Bromsgrove’s
twin towns on several occasions.

Glenys was also the social secretary of
the Catshill branch of the Labour Party
for more than 30 years.

Glenys was born in Birmingham in
1936 but moved to Catshill at an early
age with her parents Frank and Eva.

Many of her family were active in trade
unions and politics with several serving
as councillors in Birmingham.

Her parents were also very politically
involved with both serving on councils in
Bromsgrove and Worcestershire.

As well as politics, the other family pas-

sion was cycling and Glenys was involved as
an organiser and volunteer with local clubs
from an early age, only stopping in her 70s
because of ill-health.

Famously, she used to cycle from
Bromsgrove to county council meetings in
‘Worcester to promote sustainable transport.

‘Work-wise, she helped with the family mar-

ket gardening business and later ran a small
flower shop.

Her funeral will be held at 11am on January
22 at Waseley Hills Crematorium.

Glenys is survived by her three children,
seven grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren
and one great-greatgrandchild.

New deal helps to secure
future of popular pharmacy

THE FUTURE of a Bromsgrove Pharmacy
has been secured after part of the Jhoots
Pharmacy and Chemist chain entered
administration.

The BHI Parkside Medical Centre
Pharmacy on Stourbridge Road is one of
68 sites bought out by Allied Pharmacies.

The newly acquired sites, temporar-
ily closed at the time of sale, are spread
across England and Wales, including
London, Birmingham, Kent, Derbyshire,
and Glamorgan.

Allied said it is focused on bringing all
locations back to full operational capac-
ity.

The move follows growing concern over
Jhoots’ financial stability, with reports of
unpaid staff wages.

In November, 22 Jhoots-linked busi-
nesses controlled by Nilam Patel entered
administration.

Suhail Abdullah, group chief execu-
tive of Allied Pharmacies, said: “We are
delighted to welcome Jhoots sites into the
Allied family. This acquisition reflects our
core values of patient care and communi-
ty service, and we look forward to driving
innovation in pharmacy services.”

Jonathan Board, director and head of
pharmacy at Christie & Co, who handled
the sale, added: “We are very happy to
have facilitated this important transac-
tion, ensuring that a large number of
much-needed front-line healthcare set-
tings are reopened to patients who rely
on them.

“This deal highlights the strength and
resilience of the UK pharmacy sector and
the opportunities for growth through stra-
tegic partnerships.”

Allied has also committed to supporting
former Jhoots staff during the transition.

REDDITCH

TECH CENTRE

Repairs & Tuition in Your Home
Local, Friendly, Reliable - Right When You Need It!

Hi, ’'m Carl - your local tech expert based right here in Redditch!
Whether you’re struggling with a sluggish PC, a misbehaving
Mac, or just need a bit of help getting online - | come directly to
your home to get things sorted - no stress, no jargon.

Repairs & Support for:

* PCs & Laptops * Apple Macs ¢ Windows Issues
» Software Troubleshooting
1-to-1 Basic Tuition for Silver Surfers
But Everyone Welcome
* Email Setup & Use * Video Calling
* Home WiFi Setup & Security
e Smart TV Setup & Installation
Local, Independent Business
Fully Mobile - | come to you!
Friendly, No-Nonsense Support

Call Carl on: 01527 509100
or 07887 877911

info@rtechcentre.co.uk
www.rtechcentre.co.uk
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A local team you can trust
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New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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The first vinyl records and CD fair will take place this Sunday, January 11. s

All music lovers welcome to fair

THE FIRST Bromsgrove vinyl record and
CD fair of the year takes place between 9am
and 3pm this Sunday, January 11.

The event at the Bromsgrove Hotel and
Spa will boast a wide range of more than 20
traders across 50 tables, selling thousands
of new and used vinyl records which cater
for all budgets.

Whether shoppers are looking for 90s Brit
Pop, 80s pop classics, classic rock, punk,
00s collectables, reggae, hip-hop, dance,

JOIN THE FUN: A traditional Wassail will
take place at Lickey Hills Country Park on
Saturday, January 17.

The annual event has been organised
by the Lickey Hills Society to celebrate
the orchard by ‘waking up the trees’ with
pots and pans and to ensure an abundant
harvest for the year ahead.

Everyone is welcome and those want-
ing to participate should meet at the
Visitor Centre in Warren Lane at 4pm.

The event includes star performances
It\)I the Black Adder Morris Dancers and

usicians, followed by a Mummers Play.

After the performances, everyone will

soul, rock ‘n’ roll or new works, there will be
something for everone.

There is free on site car parking when
registering inside the hotel and there is also
a cafe and restaurant on site.

Anyone wanting more information should
contact Ben or Call on 07832 247109 or
01527 873014.

Visit: midlandsrecordfairs.co.uk for fur-
ther information.

head towards the Heritage Community
Orchard where the Wassail song will com-
mence.

People are encouraged to make as
much noise as possible and enjoy any
apple based beverage of choice to toast
the trees - they can either bring their own
drinks or a cup to sample the orchard’s
offerings.

The society advises everyone to bring
a torch, wear suitable footwear and wrap
up warm given the current low, icy tem-
peratures.

Visit: thelickeyhills.uk/wassail for more
details.

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivant-
media.com

RESIDENTS, col-
leagues and visitors at
Haywood Lodge care
home have been fun-
draising for Studley
First Responders, a
team of dedicated vol-
unteers trained by West
Midlands Ambulance
Service.

The group operates on
a self-funded basis, relying
entirely on donations and
fundraising events to support
their essential work in the
community.

The fundraising efforts
began at Haywood Lodge’s
summer fete in August, which
was attended by members of
Studley First Responders.

On the day, volunteers
gave members of the public
the opportunity to try CPR
techniques using resuscita-
tion dummies, helping to
raise awareness of the impor-
tance of emergency response
skills.

The fete also included a
raffle and a barbecue, with
all proceeds going towards
the charity.
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Raising cash for
vital volunteers

In total, Haywood Lodge
raised §£314, to help support
the responders in continuing
to provide rapid, life-saving
assistance to those in need.

Luke Barry, volunteer with
Studley First Responders,
thanked everyone involved.

Home manager Georgia
Cooney added: “We are
incredibly proud to support
such a worthy cause that
makes a real difference in

our local community.

“Studley First Responders
provide an invaluable service
and we're delighted to have
been able to contribute to
their work.

“We're looking forward to
raising even more funds in
the new year.”

Residents and first
responders are celebrat-
ing the funding. s
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Lunchtime Specials and

7 Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday

- 5pm

12 noon

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Emilia needs stem cell
match in leukaemia fight

A BROMSGROVE nurse,
mum-of-two and community
champion who is suffering
from leukaemia, has issued
a desperate plea for help to
find a stem cell match to give
her a second chance at life.

Emilia Shaw has worked in the
NHS for 20 years and also gives her
time up as a volunteer and scout
leader, as well as running a group
for new mums in the local area.

Emilia has recently been diag-
nosed with acute myeloid leukaemia
and will need a stem cell trans-
plant.

She and her family are now work-
ing with the blood cancer char-
ity DKMS to call on people to regis-
ter as stem cell donors.

Over the summer, Emilia began
to notice she was consistently
exhausted, but initially she put this
down to early starts for work and
taking care of her two young boys
- Henry, aged six, and four-year-old
Felix

However, this got worse in the
following few months and she also
developed pounding headaches.

In December, she decided to go
for a blood test at her GP practice
and was diagnosed with leukaemia.

Emilia said: “I was just so tired
all the time.

“I would feel tired at the wheel
and I'd even fallen asleep watching
panto with my boys.

“So I went in and got my blood
checked on a Monday morning.

“By tea time, I was in hospital
having a blood transfusion, and
the very next day I found out I had
acute myeloid leukaemia.”

For patients with blood can-
cer, a stem cell transplant from a
matching donor could be their only
opportunity for recovery. Only one
in three patients will find a match in
their family.

Emilia has been undergoing treat-
ment since she was diagnosed and
has missed key celebrations, includ-
ing her birthday, Christmas, New
Year’s Eve and her son’s nativity

play. She added: “It’s been tough
for my husband Ben and our boys.

“Ben’s mum passed away three
years ago after a very short battle
with cancer and then, in January
2025, my mum was diagnosed with
breast cancer for the second time
and had a mastectomy and recon-
struction surgery.

“Also, Ben’s dad has chronic leu-
kaemia, so it feels like our whole
family has been affected.

“My youngest doesn’t really
understand, other than ‘mummy’s
blood isn’t working’, whereas my

six-year-old has more of an idea of
what’s going on.”

Emilia reached out to DKMS after
hearing the story of Leo Sproson,
16 and also from Bromsgrove, who
was also diagnosed with acute mye-
loid leukaemia this year but has
now found a match and is preparing
to have a lifesaving transplant.

Visit: dkms.org.uk for more infor-
mation on how to register.

Emilia said her diagnosis has
been tough on her two boys,
Henry, aged six, and four-year-
old Felix. s
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AVAILABLE: The building
housing one of Bromsgrove's
bars has been placed onto the
market.

The property - at 126 to 130
High Street - is currently being
used as The Slug and Lettuce.

In the listing on its web-
site, estate agent Right Move
describes it as a ‘vibrant busy
late-night bar/restaurant on the
busy Bromsgrove High Street’.
It also states the venue has
a 4am late licence on Fridays
and Saturdays and an annual
forecasted turnover of £996,312
(£699,291 on drinks and
£265,682 on food with £11,339
from other funding sources. It
points out these are predicted
revenues and it did not have
any trading figures.

The Slug and Lettuce at
Bromsgrove is available on a
turnover tenancy agreement
with the Stonegate Group. This
includes a ‘wet tie’ to Stonegate
for drinks. The agreement is
free of tie for all machines.

Rent in year one would be
£55,270 inclusive of a turnover
based rent. And the headline
rent in year two is £68,270 inclu-
sive of a turnover based rent.

Visit this story at bromsgrove-
standard.co.uk for more infor-
mation.
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Blue light staff enjoyed breakfast at the care home. s

A CARE home in Redditch is
showing its appreciation for
the tireless efforts of local
emergency service workers with its
weekly Blue Light Breakfast Club.
Held every Friday from 8:00am
until 11:00am, the scheme offers
a warm and welcoming start to
the day, complete with tea, coffee,
freshly baked cakes, and hearty
bacon baps. Each week, a member

of Millcroft’s dedicated staff hosts
the event, providing a chance for
local heroes to relax, recharge, and
enjoy a moment of community.
The Blue Light Breakfast Club is
Millcroft’s way of saying thank you
to the local emergency services for
their hard work, dedication, and
commitment.
Lyndsay Sard, home man-
ager at Millcroft Care Home said:

“Everyone at Millcroft Care Home
is delighted to welcome our local
emergency service teams every
Friday.

“This is a small way of show-
ing our gratitude for the incred-
ible work they do day in and day
out. It's wonderful to be able to
provide a space where they can
enjoy a relaxing breakfast and feel
appreciated.”
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MP adds voice

to calls

for

bailiff action

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore has
joined MPs from across the politi-
cal spectrum in urging the Prime
Minister to prioritise legislation
to introduce a statutory regulator
for the bailiff sector, warning that
vulnerable constituents continue
to face unacceptable and harmful
practices.

In a joint letter to Prime Minister
Keir Starmer, Mr Bloore and parlia-
mentary colleagues highlighted the
lack of statutory oversight in the
enforcement industry, despite the
fact that bailiffs interact daily with
people experiencing financial dif-
ficulty.

While welcoming recent work
by the Ministry of Justice and the
Government’s commitment in the
Financial Inclusion Strategy, MPs
stressed that urgent action is now
required.

The letter draws on evidence from
debt charity StepChange, which found
that more than half (54 per cent) of
people subject to bailiff enforcement
experienced intimidating or aggres-
sive contact, including threatening
phone calls, texts or letters.

MPs also referenced serious cases
raised in Parliament, including disa-
bled people subjected to aggressive
enforcement action and the wrongful

removal of essential equipment.

Mr Bloore said: “For too long,
vulnerable people have been left
exposed to intimidating and aggres-
sive bailiff behaviour.

“In Redditch, as elsewhere, people
facing debt deserve protection, fair-
ness and dignity - not fear.

“I am proud to have joined MPs
from across parties in calling for a
statutory regulator for bailiffs. This
is a long-overdue reform that would
bring the enforcement sector into
line with industries such as energy
and financial services, where proper
regulation already exists.”

The MPs also pointed to the
Enforcement Conduct Board (ECB) -
the current voluntary oversight body
for the sector - which has itself called
to be placed on a statutory footing
to ensure all bailiff firms and agents
are held to consistent standards and
subject to effective monitoring and
complaints processes.

The MP added: ““There is strong
cross-party support, clear backing
from charities and stakeholders and
minimal cost to introducing statutory
regulation.

“The longer we delay, the longer
vulnerable constituents remain at
risk. I urge the Government to bring
forward the necessary legislation at
the earliest possible opportunity.”
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by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A TOWN councillor who
recently suffered a heart
attack is backing this year’s
Droitwich Soccer Aid, which
will be raising vital funds to
help those who have had
similar experiences.

Councillor Richard Morris, who
had a near-fatal heart attack in
October, will be a special guest
at this year’s charity football
match, which will raise cash for
the British Heart Foundation.

The first Droitwich Soccer Aid
was held in 2022 and each year
the event has looked to raise cash
for a good cause.

This year’s match will take
place at Droitwich Rugby Club on
Saturday, June 27.

In October, Coun Morris (pic-
tured, below) woke up early and
went on his usual dog walk but
began to feel unwell and started
sweating.

‘When he arrived home, he stood
in the kitchen and reached for an
orange juice - the next thing he
knew, he woke up in hospital.

He had collapsed in the kitchen
as his heart had stopped but, luck-
ily, his brother was on hand to call
999 and give him CPR.

He is now on the road to recov-
ery and is looking to set up a local

ncillor bvacks Tevent
hheart attacks
P !'

Droitwich Soccer Aid will be supporting the British Heart Foundation. s

support group for anyone who has  Standard - raising funds for the
experienced or is experiencing British Heart Foundation has
cardio issues. become particularly close to
A spokesperson for home for Coun Morris.
Droitwich Soccer Aid said “This year’s Soccer Aid
they were pleased Coun event is about more than
Morris would be joining the just football,” said the
event in support of Soccer spokesperson. “We are
Aid Droitwich this year. grateful for Coun Morris’
“Following hisrecent heart support and involvement
attack - a story many in the and look forward to
community may have read working together
about in the Droitwich to deliver an

event that brings people together
for our community, for our chil-
dren, and with purpose.”

Coun Morris said he appreci-
ated the invitation and was really
pleased to support the event.

As well as supporting the British
Heart Foundation, this year’'s
match will look to set up a founda-
tion to support local children who
may want to join a Droitwich Spa
FC team but are unable to afford
subscriptions.
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Bus service
put on hold

PASSENGERS ARE being
warned a popular bus service
is temporarily being diverted
away from its timetabled route
due to a road closure caused
by a gas leak.

The 318 Bromsgrove to
Stourbridge service, operated
by Kev's Cars and Coaches,
is currently unable to serve
Belbroughton due to a gas
leak on High Street.

A spokesperson for the bus
company apologised for any
inconvenience caused and
added they expect the closure
to be lifted.

The 318 service is expect-
ed to recommence serving
Belbroughton again by Friday,
January 16

Road open

A MAJOR road in Bromsgrove
re-opened on Tuesday after
being shut for three days
because of concerns about
ice.

Wildmoor Lane, in Catshill,
was shut between the A491
Sandy Lane and Top Road on
Sunday, due to ice.

Wildmoor Lane was one of
three emergency road clo-
sures listed by Worcestershire
County  Council, along
with two others, in Hanley
Castle, Malvern; and Drakes
Broughton, Evesham.

The move followed snowfall
across much of Worcestershire
at the start of the week.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

;\\‘:«i\\m\ -

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

<+ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-

www.direct-floors.co.uk

894777



by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE MAN behind Bromsgrove’s
Walking Sports Hub is writing
his first novella: A Symphony
with the City, which centres on
Sevilla FC, in Spain.

Various factors inspired Alan
Gormley to write the piece, including
a love of football and history and, as a
Birmingham City fan, Jude Bellingham’s
move from the club Alan supports to
play abroad.

Alan told the Standard: “When Jude
went off to Dortmund, I started speak-
ing to a lot of people in Germany about
their football clubs and then, when he
moved to Madrid, I did the same with
people in Spain.

“We holiday in Spain anyway so I've
always had an interest in the place.”

Alan started reading histories of both
football clubs and the cities and coun-
tries they are based in.

He said: “I follow 15 clubs around the
world and, on one flight to Spain, read
up on their histories - one of them was
Sevilla.”

Alan said he became fascinated by

both the club and the }ustory of the
city.

“It was where the Spanish conquest
of America began and I know a lot
about the city - I love the history, the
music, the buildings, the food and the
beer there,” he added.

“It was just as we were leaving Seville
to go elsewhere in Spain that they beat
Barcelona 4-1 - it was the first time in
years they had won against them. It was
almost as if it was a sign, so I stuck with
Sevilla as the subject for my novella.”

The way Alan has written the man-
uscript has been ‘like a symphony’
which, he said, inspired the title.

History and hope

“A Symphony with the City is both
memoir and meditation - a journey
through streets and stadiums, through
history and hope.

“Told with the sensitivity of a travel-
ler, the precision of a historian and the
heart of a supporter, it reveals how one
club and one city move together to the
same ancient rhythm. This is not just a
book about football. It is about belong-
ing - about the red thread that binds
generations and the song that never
surrenders.”

Alan has given the book to several
people for feedback and will redraft his
novella in the coming weeks.

He said he did not think it would
make much money but added any pro-
ceeds will go to charity.

“Our Walking Sports Centre has a [
partnership with Primrose Hospice so
that’s one option but I'd love to hear
from other local causes,” said Alan.

“The next stage of the plan is to tidy
up the manuscript and get three or four
people to read it before I press the pub-
lish button (by ‘publish’, I'm thinking
ebook and pdf).”

The book’s blurb states: “In Seville,
the game is not a pastime; it is pulse,
poetry and prayer.

“Its anthem rises like a hymn from
the whitewashed streets, its rhythm
echoes in the tap of a dancer’s heel, its
heart beats in the roar of the Ramon
Sanchez-Pizjuan.

“This is the story of a club born of
fire and faith, shaped by artisans and
dreamers, sustamed by a city that sings,
even in silence.”

Anyone wanting to find out more
about the novella, to give it a read or
put forward a good cause to benefit can
email Alan at: alan@sport-edge.co.uk
or call him on 07731 369942.

OFTEN IMITATED BUT

Wh|Ie aII costs are gomg up E
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Alan’s football passion has
msplred him to write

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

NEW FLUSH
WINDOWS

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
FuI|¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED
WARRANTY

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

01789 415171 07729 589239 WWW. ll|Ilmooresmmlowsamltlnors co.uk
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give your kitchen
a fresh NEW LOOK

Joe’s DoOrsS & overlays

At Joe's Doors, we specialise in transforming
kitchens without the disruption, stress, or sky-
high cost of a full renovation. By replacing your
existing doors, panels, and trims, we give your
kitchen a stunning new look that feels like a
complete miracle. Most transformations are
completed in just two days, and there’s no need
to empty your cupboards.

* No mess, no fuss - just beautiful results
* Most fitted in as little as two days

* Wide range of designs to suit any style
* Custom-made to fit your existing units
* Quality materials, expert workmanship

PAGE 9

* % NOW AVAILABLE **

BUY NOW PAY LATER

Upgrade your kitchen with flexible payments.
Just a 10% deposit - nothing more to pay until 2027.

CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS

seamlessly over your existing
surfaces, delivering a luxury
finish.

Why choose Quartzize?

« Timeless and elegant design
+ Non-porous and hygienic
* Incredibly easy to maintain

We're here to help you create a space
you'll love — with a more wow factor.

Whether you're going for a fresh, contemporary
vibe or something timeless and traditional, we have
hundreds of options to help you.

Complete your transformation with a Quartzize
natural stone overlay — the smart, stylish way
to update your worktops without the hassle of
removing them. These elegant stone overlays fit

+/ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢/ FITTED INA DAY ORTWO ¢ MAD| MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Book your completely free, no-obligation
consultation with Joe’s Doors today.

Why replace your worktops when this unique
quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:
» Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

« Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

[ i iégwm‘z‘
M B 1.:".":!?'!.’

Our fitters will come back and
transform your kitchen.

“Subject to status: Terms and candiions apply.

QUARTZIZE

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

-I We'll pop along and take 2

Choose from our range of 3
some measurements...

doors and worktops...

FREE SURVEY
FREE DESIGN
FREE QUOTE
FULLY FITTED
NATIONWIDE

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience. Family-run business.
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ERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
BRANDS FDR

% Who Are We?
(1]

VER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with oy |
comfort, quality, and a personal touch Santrienich
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home. CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT
TG ™ CHOICE OF SEAT DEPTH

n g%' I Riser Recliner Chairs' | b

J Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide n%

range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

» Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours

* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort

» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service

* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

~

Experience effortless comfort and independence ﬂl

with our range of adjustable beds - designed for |
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
» Fantastic fabric and headboard options
» Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

= Why Choose Us? -

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE - offering honest advice and personal attention FAST, HASSLE-FREE DELIVERY - Delivery often within 24 hours, with free setup
you can trust. and installation.

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR COMFORT & STYLE - Furniture, beds, and mobility items  PROUD BRITISH BRANDS - Supplying trusted names like Celebrity, Sherborne,
chosen for quality and lasting comfort. Highgrove, and Adjust-A-Bed.

% TRUSTED & RELIABLE - Built on honesty, value, and a reputation WE COME T0 YOU - Home visits available by appointment - we bring our
‘An

ou can rely on. .-@ servuce to your door.
famm Y y a) (d)\.[‘» \ 4
other Great eﬂ‘

Experience -

R

CFirst Class Service

Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic

’T) o
Sroduct: ADJUST-A-BED

(L.H. Sept 2025) — N g More Than Just A Bed. .

\

““Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff

and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!?’

(CB August 2025)

ﬂ?} Free parking | Free local Delivery, Installation &

again. Very

reasonable prices

for good quality

furniture. Quick

delivery.

Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly
Recommend them®?

(MQ July 2025)

; Dlsposal Available | Family-run for over 35 years
/ Open 7 days! Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm | Sundays 10:30am - 4:30pm

L 01905 796507 | 2 info@svfonline.co.uk
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ 7
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SUPERVAI.UE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE

;%5 i g

Winter Offer w,: =

g 3FOR2 |

Three seat sofa for the
pr|ce of a two seat sofa

WINTER SALE || e
KING SIZE FOR THE PRICE OF A DOUBLE /

SUPER KING FOR THE PRICE OF A KING

.,,z Sleepeezee Buoyantﬂ' s‘?en ht OQh

A@BOY L jw]_
- ‘ 2 g Harrison Spinks Gi,@b
N e € e smanship

British Craft

REE LOCAL DELIVERY 01905 796507 - mfo@svfonlme.co.uk
s :?K 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WR9 8EJ }I{ }}:

Free customer parking at the rear of the shop - Pay us a visit
our friendly staff will be more than happy to assist you
Open 7 days Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm. Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm &
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The swap shop has returned after the successful inaugural one held at the
Windmill Community Centre in June of last year. s

A new look for nothing

A FREE Clothing Swap Shop will return to
the town later in the month.

The event will take place at Redditch United
Football Club from 1pm to 4pm on January
24 and is aimed at promoting sustainable
fashion and reducing waste and offers resi-
dents a great opportunity to refresh their
wardrobes without spending a penny.

The swap shop has returned after the suc-
cessful inaugural one held at the Windmill
Community Centre in June last year.

This event encourages residents to bring
their unwanted, previously loved items of

clothing, shoes, and accessories, including
children’s items, to swap with others.

The organisers said it was a wonderful way
to give clothes a new home and find amazing
pre-loved pieces.

“We are aiming to promote sustainable
fashion and reduce waste within our com-
munity.”

Attendees should take along a maximum
of 10 items. The group is focusing on winter-
wear only.

Visit: facebook.com/events/s/free-event-
clothing-swap-shop for more information.
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Final departure
for railtour firm
after long haul

by Neil Gordon

THE END OF the line has arrived for a
much respected railtour company after it
ceased operations after more than half a
century of service.

Pathfinder Railtours ran its final charter last
month after the owner decided to retire fol-
lowing 30 years spent running the business.

The popular Stroud-based company began
life as F&W Railtours in 1973 with an excur-
sion from Gloucester to Pwllheli, before being
rebranded as Pathfinder Railtours in 1987 by
Peter Watts.

Under Mr Watts’ guidance Pathfinders
became a trustworthy operator with excur-

sions to destinations including Penzance and
Scotland, with many tours calling at Northfield,
Barnt Green, Bromsgrove and Droitwich.

However, Pathfinder’s chief executive, Barry
Cordell, decided to retire last year resulting in
the final charter train being run and the com-
pany closing down.

Mr Cordell said: “We have achieved so
much, but I now feel it is the right time to step
back and retire.”

The final excursion saw Western locomotive
D1015 hauling the ‘Pathfinders Finale’ through
Bromsgrove, Barnt Green and Longbridge as
it headed from Salisbury to Manchester and
back, on December 20.

Many rail enthusiasts and former Pathfinder’s
customers lined the route to see the final

train.

And founder Peter Watts said:
“50 years of continued operation
is truly remarkable, and something
that I am incredibly privileged to
have undertaken.

“I extend my sincere thanks to
our loyal passengers who have
enjoyed numerous excursions, and
hopefully travelled to many places
they may not, otherwise, have vis-
ited.”

The ‘Pathfinders Finale’ char-
ter train approaching Stoke
Works last month, hauled by
Western D1015. Picture by
David Gorton. s

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&

~/ pound for £ they
are the best!

-

> GABLE RECYGLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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The Woodlands Suite TEEE

Private Care at The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital
Urth[]paedic Hospita| NHS Foundation Trust

Specialist staff.
Advanced technology.
Excellent patient experiences.

Let’s talk about options to support you at
The Woodlands Suite, Birmingham.

Getting you back to the life you love.

Scan the QR code

- Dr Rajesh Botchu
. Consultant Radiologist

Inspected and rated @ 0121 812 3900
Good horivat K
ronprivatecare.co.u
Q CareQuality :
il  © private suite@nhs.net
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Testing the water led to
some key discoveries

IN AUTUMN we took
part in the Water Blitz
- this is where people
can sign up both in the
spring and autumn and
are sent a small water
testing kit to check
water quality near
them.

We tested water from Battlefield
Brook - just where the public foot-
path across playing field goes over
the bridge.

High levels of phosphates and
nitrates were recorded and a sample
was also sent to Imperial College in
London.

With it being the time of year farm-
ers spread muck and other fertilisers
and the amount of rain we experi-
enced, the high levels were slightly
expected due to run-off from fields
the brook passed through. The phone
call from Imperial College some
weeks later however was not.

They informed me there was also
very high levels of insecticides in the
separate sample I had sent which I
had not expected. This was indicative
of flea treatment used on dogs which
is washed off when dogs are let off
leads to play in the brook.

Further research showed this is
causing major problems in rivers
across the country - a Google search
highlights these.

The insecticides used to kill not
only fleas on dogs but also aquatic
organisms which in turn feed fish and
is consumed by wildlife.

It also applies to dogs regularly
bathed at home or at groomers where

Eco Action

the water running off their coats runs
into the sewage system. A system
which regularly discharges into rivers
to add to the problem - the River Wye
has also highlighted this.

Each time a dog enters the water or
even walks in the rain without a coat,
it reduces the efficacy of the treat-
ment owners are expecting to last for
six to eight weeks.

Depending how often the dog goes
in the brook, this is reduced dramati-
cally.

And the dog will leave a trail across
grass/field where water is shook off
or just drips off so, in turn, that
area is additionally being treated with
insecticide that will also kill microbes
and organisms in the soil indiscrimi-
nately.

We have learned over the last cou-
ple of weeks there is a tablet form
vets can prescribe rather than the
‘spot on’ variety which goes into the
animal’s blood stream.

We all know picking dog poo up
when out is a must, then perhaps we
can help nature and the environment
more by switching to a more environ-
mentally safe flea treatment for our
pets as well.

Column by Edwina Evans,
Chair. Bromsgrove Climate
Action.

v is what the Tagwell Road site could look like. s
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be more affordable

THE FIRM behind a project
which will see 100 affordable
homes built in Droitwich said
the new development would
look to combat the challenges
aspiring homeowners are fac-
ing in the area.

Bromford Housing Association
was permitted to build the prop-
erties on a field off Tagwell Road
back in November under del-
egated powers from Wychavon
District Council.

The project includes 60 homes
for social rent and 40 for shared
ownership.

The development will also
include wildflower meadows, new
hedgerows and trees to boost

biodiversity, plus safe walking
and cycling routes connecting to
the wider area.

The development will include a
mix of one and two-bedroom flats
alongside two, three and four-
bedroom houses.

Alastair Bird, planning man-
ager at Bromford, said the firm
was thrilled the plans had been
approved for what were much-
needed homes for Droitwich Spa.

“With house prices running
at 12 times the average local
income, finding an affordable
place to live here has become a
challenge for many families.

“This development changes
that for 100 households.

“The mix of social rent and

shared ownership means we're
opening doors for people at dif-
ferent stages of their housing
journey, and we're making sure
these homes work for the planet
too.”

Outline approval for the devel-
opment of up to 100 new homes
on the site was granted on appeal
back in 2022.

The application site is located
on the east side of Tagwell Road,
south of Tagwell Grange and west
of the M5.

After Bromford bought the
12-acre site from land promoters
St Philips Land back in April, the
firm announced the development
would be 100 per cent affordable
housing.

REDDISTORES

safe | secure | selfstorage

SELF STORAGE SOLUTIONS
FOR HOME & BUSINESS

For further Information Call

01527 62308

Weights Farm Business Par
Weights Lane, Redditch B97 6RG

www.reddistores.co.uk

Reddistores Self Storage

Redditch

We have a wide range of units in our heated facility ranging
from 25sq ft -380sq ft, with the majority on the ground

floor.

The facility is accessed via key code entry with 24 hour CCTY, plus all
indoor units have their own alarm linked to ADT. The facility and
grounds are well maintained and lit, and offer a safe environment for
customers 7 days a week.

We also offer a man and van service free of charge for two hours, to
help bring your items into storage. Our prices are competitive but we
will price match any other facility quote within 5 miles should you find
it cheaper, plus we offer discounts for long term customers.
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A NEW CHAPTER OF CARE,
COMFORT & CONNECTION

AT COFTON PARK MANOR LUXURY CARE HOME

Step into the new year with a renewed sense of purpose and wellbeing.

Our beautifully designed home and dedicated care team ensure
that our residents enjoy meaningful moments, every day.

Book your private tour today, and find out more about our all-inclusive® package:

0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Cofton Park Manor, 466 Lickey Road, Cofton Hackett, B45 8UU

H

HAMBERLEY

CARE HOMES

*Terms and conditions apply.
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Youth activity
levels are on
the rise acros
Worcestershire

But results fell in Redditch and Worcester

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

CHILDREN and young people
across four county districts
are more active than they
were last year, according to
new data.

Sport England’s Active Lives
Children and Young People Survey
results for 2024-2025 showed
Bromsgrove, Malvern Hills, Wych-
avon and Wyre Forest all experi-
enced growth in activity rates from
those surveyed over the last 12
months for five- to 16-year-olds.

Bromsgrove rose 49.3 per cent to
52.8 per cent, Malvern Hills from
44 to 49.7 per cent, Wychavon
from 42.8 to 48.6 per cent and
‘Wyre Forest from 46.1 to 47.3 per
cent.

To count as active, children

should aim for around 60 minutes
or more of moderate physical activ-
ity daily, which is enough to raise
their heart rate and leave them a
little out of breath.

The data revealed a slight decline
in Worcester, from 52.9 to 52.3
per cent, and a decline in Redditch,
from 47.9 to 42.3 per cent.

The total active rate percentage
for the county. for 2024-25, was
48.83 per cent, higher than the
average rate of 46.45 per cent in
the eight years since the survey

began.

Dr Lisa McNally, director of pub-
lic health at Worcestershire County
Council, said: “It is brilliant to see
a lot of positive figures across the
county in the latest Active Lives
Survey Data. Ensuring children
have the very best start in life is a
key priority for us.

“Through our Public Health
Community Grant Programme, we

R

work closely with organisations,
schools and community groups
to support them with expanding
access to sports, creative activities
and wellbeing initiatives.

Ambition

“We want the best for our resi-
dents so by working with our part-
ners, we will continue to strive for a
happy, healthy and active county.”

Active Herefordshire and
‘Worcestershire is committed to tack-
ling inequality-related obstacles to
physical activity in Worcestershire
and is working with partners to try
and ensure that the county’s youth
can be active for life.

Through their place-based work-
ing, they will be on the ground in

Redditch as well as working with
School Games organisers and other
delivery partners to continue the
School Games, Worcs Girls Can
programmes and more initiatives
which help to target those who are
not currently engaging with physi-
cal activity.

This is one of the reasons why
public health is currently invest-
ing significant resources into the
Redditch area to create more oppor-
tunities for children to become
more active.

Stephen Brewster, chief execu-
tive officer at Active Herefordshire
and Worcestershire, added: “There
are a lot of positives to take away
from this year’s survey data across
the county but there is also still
work to be done.
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“Through strong collaborative
working across the physical activ-
ity, health, education, and com-
munity and voluntary sectors, we
want to work together to ensure our
young people have a positive rela-
tionship with physical activity.

“I would encourage schools that
are asked to complete the Active
Lives Survey to continue doing so,
as these results can help deliver
the right interventions across the
county to best serve our youth.”

Sport England’s Children and
Young People Active Lives Survey
is sent directly to schools, and
the results gathered help to inform
policy.

Visit www.activehw.co.uk/
resources/890329 for more infor-
mation on the data.

DFESSI

Avon

NAL RELIABLE TRI

=D

avonroofing6@gmail.com + www.avon-roofing.co.uk
PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE - TRUSTED

New roofs
‘
Roof repairs

Fascias

+ fin
- Soffits

*

Down pipes

Froe Quolali

Flat roof solutions

+ ‘

<

DRY RIDGES

» Chimneys rebuilt

Re-bedding

- Al Wode Guanasieed

FIRST THREE CLASSES FREE!

THE PARISH CENTRE

(ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH)
SANDHILLS ROAD

BARNT GREEN

B45 8NR

WEDNESDAY 5 - 5:55PM
FRIDAY 5 - 5:55PM

ST.PETER’S CATHOLIC
FIRST SCHOOL

ROCK HILL
BROMSGROVE

B617LH

SATURDAY 8:55 - 9:55AM

TO REGISTER:

>

R )\
3( 5
57

N MARTIAL ARTS

TEXT: 07730 899722 (Child’s first & last name + venue )
EMAIL: info@kombatkids.com
www.kombatkids.com / www.facebook.com/kombatkids
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NORBURY

THEATRE | DROI'T'WICH SPA \

THE NORBURY PLAYERS - PRESENT AN AMATEUR PRODUCTION

5 \QNRITTEN BY JOHN BIRCHLEY
N .
o ,/ ,,

z;*
/?
8 22 125 & 29-3 | jANUAR,_,;
iss 7*30PM SAT & SUN MAT 2.3
4 f’ TICKETS £16/14 ?K‘

N@DA

for ooy 32000

BOX OFFICE: 01905770154  www. norburytheatre co.uk
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Ambulance
fleet set to

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

WEST Midlands Ambulance
Service Trust (WMAS) is set
to get an extra 23 vehicles.

The trust said it was set to benefit
from a multi-million pound invest-
ment which would see the number
of ambulances on the frontline rise
by five per cent, helping crews
reach patients faster and deliver life-
saving care when it matters most.

The additional funding, from the
Department of Health and Social
Care, will see the trust’s frontline
fleet rise by 23 to 500 vehicles, in
total.

In addition to the diesel ambu-
lances, the trust will also receive
eight fully electric ambulances by
the end of March.

The expansion forms part of a
wider investment that will see 142
vehicles added to the fleet by the
end of March.

Of those, 87 have already been
delivered and are supporting com-
munities across the West Midlands.

Chief executive officer, Anthony
Marsh, said: “This investment means
more ambulances on the road, more
capacity for our crews and faster
help for patients when they need
us most.

“Every vehicle plays a part in sav-
ing lives, and increasing our fleet
strengthens our ability to respond
to emergencies across the West
Midlands.

Greener

“We're also proud to continue
investing in modern and electric
vehicles, supporting both our staff
and our commitment to a greener
NHS.”

Alongside increasing capacity, the
investment also supports WMAS’
commitment to sustainability. the
service operates one of the most
modern ambulance fleets in the
UK.

The additional vehicles support
the trust’s long-standing five-year
replacement cycle for frontline
ambulances, helping crews have
access to reliable, modern vehicles

West Midlands Ambulance Service is set to get an extra 23 vehicles

to help its frontline responses. s

equipped to provide high-quality
patient care.

was the first ambulance
service in the country to trial elec-
tric ambulances, in 2020.

The trust is just one of several set
to benefit from a new fleet of more
than 500 ambulances nationally.

The government says the vehicles
- replacing old ambulances across
England - represent one of the big-
gest upgrades to the NHS fleet in
recent years and have been rolled
out to every region of England,
helping emergency services respond
faster and more reliably through
winter.

Health and social care secretary
Wes Streeting said: “In an emer-
gency, every minute matters.

“When someone dials 999, they
should get help fast - not be left

waiting because of creaking kit or
preventable delays.

“These new ambulances are
already helping to cut response
times and keep more vehicles on
the road, just as the NHS is facing
a tidal wave of ’flu and the ongoing
disruption of strikes.

“I want to thank NHS staff for
their extraordinary dedication this
winter.

“They are going above and beyond
for patients, often in incredibly
tough conditions, and this govern-
ment is backing them with the mod-
ern equipment they need to do their
jobs safely and effectively.

“Modernising our ambulance fleet
means better care for patients and
stronger emergency services - while
backing British jobs and driving
economic growth.”
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Number of
999 calls is
on the rise

THE NUMBER of emergen-
cy calls to West Midlands
Ambulance Service has risen
by nine per cent, from the
same period of 2025.

Call assessors in Stafford
and Brierley Hill took 1,510
calls between midnight and
7am on New Years Day — up
from 1,386 the previous year.
It is the second busiest new
year for the service in recent
times.

Overthetwo days (December
31 and January 1), the trust
took a total of 9,289 calls,
slightly down on the 9,965
calls the previous year.

West Midlands Ambulance
Service chief executive,
Anthony Marsh, said: “A mas-
sive thank you to the hun-
dreds of staff and volunteers
who worked over this period,
many giving up time with their
family and friends to work
additional shifts and support
the service through these
notoriously busy periods.

“It’s not just those on the
road but the team in our
control rooms and also the
staff who support these col-
leagues in areas such as vehi-
cle preparation, mechanics,
stores, distribution and IT - it
is a real team effort and I am
immensely grateful for all that
you have done to help the
people of the West Midlands
in their hour of need.”

ABBEY
STADIUM

ABBEY STADIUM OPEN DAY

THIS SATURDAY 10™ JANUARY

>
=

Hyrox - 8:30am

Keiser Perform - 830am
Olympic Lifting - 9.00am
Body Pump - 9.30am
Body Jam - 9.30am
Body Combat 10.30am

Come along on the day, or

A LEI

€, 01527 60206

gn up for classes in

advance by calling us or visiting our reception.
Please note, classes are subject to availability.
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Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

New R&;fs - Roof Repairs - Iatofin

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

oz o7 v
a\eat

D Longbridae
Cladding 3 Roollng Lid
Ao

Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 01

21 667 8938

Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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MP opts to put
his voice behind
single authority

BROMSGROVE’'S MP has gone against
his local council in plans for the future
of local authorities as he ‘fights to keep
Worcestershire together’.

Bradley Thomas (pictured) held a
‘Westminster Hall debate on Wednesday during
which he backed a single unitary authority to
be formed for the whole of Worcestershire.

He claimed the stakes could
not be higher and expressed
fears North Worcestershire
could become an extension of
Birmingham if the county was
split into a north and a south
unitary authority.

The proposal to create a north
unitary council to run services,
alongside another for the south
of Worcestershire, was backed
overwhelmingly by Bromsgrove
District Council last year.

In his speech, Mr Thomas said
the required aims of the new council organisa-
tion were to ensure financial sustainability,
good value for money, high-quality services
and an ambition of continued improvement and
that the only viable option for Worcestershire
is a single unitary authority.

Hesaid: “Thereorganisation of Worcestershire
Councils represents a defining moment for our
county, one that offers either the opportunity
to deliver better value for money to residents
or, conversely, the risk of seeing parts of the
county pushed involuntarily into becoming an

extension of an urban city.

“The stakes could not be higher. We need
a single, united structure which provides the
clarity, efficiency, and strategic strength neces-
sary to meet the challenges that lie ahead.”

Most district and borough councils, includ-
ing Bromsgrove, Redditch, Wychavon and
Malvern, along with Worcester City Council,
have put forward a proposal
for two unitary authorities with
only Wyre Forest District and
Worcestershire County councils
agreeing with Mr Thomas.

Bromsgrove District Council
leader, Coun Karen May, said
at the time of the two unitary
authorities proposal being sub-
mitted: “We believe we have cre-
ated a proposal which takes into
account the unique identities and
geographies of our County and
demonstrates that two unitary
councils, a north and a south, is
the right solution for Worcestershire and its
people.

“We have not only engaged with our com-
munities on how they see the future of
‘Worcestershire, but we listened and so created
this proposal for north and south unitary coun-
cils to operate in our county.”

She added feedback to create the north south
proposal came after engagement and feedback
from our residents, customers, stakeholder and
partners.

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

WINDOWS
Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

to the value of £5,000 including VAT. Balance can be repaid within 6 months with a

o il e’ —

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814792

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 887970

S5STARWINDOWS.CO.UK

“Credit is subject to application and affordability. Terms and conditions apply. £1000 minimum order value applies to all finance plans, with a maximum loan value of £50,000 and a minimum deposit of £99. £99 deposit option is only applicable to orders up
£29 exit charge. 5 Star Construction Services Limited, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR (FRN 730066) trading as 5 Star Windows & Conservatories is a credit broker
and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Credit provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC Capital (UK) PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Register no. 704348).

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

FEATURE DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORES
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Mondays Tuesdays

5.30pm and 7pm 9.30am,3.30pm,5pm
Newsong Community  and 6.30pm.
Church, Bromsgrove Rugby
Broad Street, Sidemoor Club,

Bromsgrove Finstall Road,

B61 8LW. Bromsgrove

Call Tracey Call Gaynor
0797144160 07876700072
Tuesdays Wednesdays
9.30am and 11am 9.30AM

The Sacred Heart Lickey End Social Club

Parish Hall, 17 Alcester Road
Worcester Road Lickey End,
Droitwich Bromsgrove
WR9 8AZ Call Paula

Call Tracey 07900997303
07971446160

veal food, veal support, real

Wednesdays
7pm.

Catshill Village Hall
Golden Cross Lane
Catshill

Call Carol
07553792592

Thursdays
9.30am

Catshill Village Hall
Golden Cross Lane
Catshill

Call Carol
07553792592

Thursdays

7pm

Droitwich Baptist
Church,

Ombersley Street East
Droitwich

WR9 8DE

Call Helen
07443883521

Fridays

9.30am

All Saints Church Hall
Burcot Lane
Bromsgrove

B60 1AD

Call Helen
07443883521
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Saturdays

8.30am and 10am
Droitwich Methodist
Centre,

Worcester Road
Droitwich

WR9 8AN

Call Helen
07443883521

Saturdays

8.30am

Millfields Social Club
Millfield Road,
Bromsgrove.

Call Catherine
07479903271

results

*Offer available 271st Dec 2025 to 31st Jan 2026. Visit slimmingworld.co.uk/offers for terms and conditions.
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SElgar Coaches Tours
" GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

Saturday 10th January Cotswold Designer Outlet £25
Sunday 15th February Birmingham International Tattoo Matinee performance £65
Saturday 18th April Clarks Village & Wells £28
Saturday 9th May Harry Potter Studio Tour £95 Adult £90 Child
Sunday 17th May RHS Garden Bridgewater with Cream Tea £58
Sunday 2nd August Liverpool - The Beatles Story £46
Monday 10th August Highclere Castle £58
Saturday 19th September Andre Rieu £135

Sunday 18th October Westlife 25 The Anniversary World Tour bp pulse LIVE Birmingham. £139
10th December Waterloo A Tribute to Abba Thursday Utilita Arena Birmingham
Plus many more including Seasides, Markets and Cities. We also do gift vouchers.

We regularly update our Day trips brochure throughout the year.

HOLIDAYS 2026
20th February Winter Weekender in Exmouth. Staying at the lovely seafront Cavendish Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast.
Also includes a day excursion to Torquay and time to explore Exmouth at your leisure. .. Days from £235
6th March PRICE HELD ! Tribute Weekend at The Riviera Hotel Torquay. Dinner Bed & Breakfast Entertammem
Acts are Lional Richie, Gary Barlow and their resident tribute act 4 Days from £205
13th March Springtime in Bognor Regis for Mothers Day. Staying at the Royal Norfolk Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast.
Also includes excursion to Worthing 4 Days from £245
27th March Spring Weekender in Tenby Staying at Cliffe Norton Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes

excursion to Laugharne & ot 4 Days from £289
3rd April Easter at the Seabank Hotel, Porthcawl, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes excursion to the
Mumbles and Swansea 4 Days from £255

23rd April Coastal Escape to Cornwall Staying at The Falmouth Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes
a Peninsula Tour and a half day excursion to Truro. 5 Days from £599
8th May May on the English Riviera Staying at the Belgrave Sands, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes

an excursion to Plymouth 4 Days from £395
5th June Northumbria Coast with Puffin Cruise & Seabirds Staying at the Copthorne Hotel, Newcastle,
Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Includes Boat Cruise 4 Days from £355

12th June Potters - Hopton on Sea FULLY INCLUSIVE Fully Inclusive. Also includes day excursion to Cromer

and Shering 4 Days from £545
22 June Island Getaway in Ryde, Isle of Wight Staying at The Royal Esplanade Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast.
Also includes excursion to either Osbourne House or Cowes and a Scenic IS1and Tour .................ccenecvneens 5 Days from £495

3rd July Norfolk — The Magical Waterland and Royal Retreat. Staying at Wensum Valley Golf and Country Club Hotel,
Norwich. Includes Dinner Bed & Breakfast and an exclusive tour of Sandringham House, a trip on the
Bure Valley steam railway and a leisurely Broads Cruise 4 Days from £525

For our 2026 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

0 1905 333349 t?:::'; ELGAR COACH HOLIDAYS
We also do private hire phone us . !F ¢

for your bespoke price.

v 4 il

Chris Bloore with headteacher Laura Jarvis and Church Hill Middle School
Council and Head Pupils. s
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School gets a
visit from MP

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@
bullivantmedia.com

REDDITCH MP Chris
Bloore visited Church
Hill Middle School to
meet pupils, staff and
school leaders and hear
more about the school’s
journey of improve-
ment and priorities.
The visit followed an invi-
tation from principal Laura
Jarvis, who took up her role
earlier this year and is lead-
ing the school through a
period of positive change.

Mr Bloore met Mrs Jarvis
to discuss progress at the
school, its ambitions and
how best to support pupils
and the wider Church Hill
community.

During the visit, Mr Bloore
also took part in an in-depth,
student-led question-and-an-
swer session with members
of the school council and
head pupils.

Students asked confident
and thoughtful questions
about life as a Member of
Parliament, how decisions
made in Westminster affect
Redditch and how young
people can make their voic-

es heard in their communi-
ties. The MP said: “Their
questions were smart, chal-
lenging and rooted in real
concerns about their com-
munity, and they were a real
credit to the school.

“It’s clear that Church Hill
is on a positive journey and
that comes from the commit-
ment of the leadership team,
staff and pupils.

“Visits like this are invalu-
able in helping me under-
stand the priorities of local
schools and the issues that
matter most to young peo-
ple so I can represent them
effectively in parliament.”

Our Famous 3 Course Carvery £11

(ANY STARTER ANY MAIN ANY DESSERT)
Monday - Saturday 12-2pm 5-8pm

SPM

TEL: 01562 777247
WEBSITE: WWW.THEFOXINNCHADDESLEY.CO.UK

3 COURSE MAIN MENU
£14 Mon-Sat

MONDAY MADNESS
2 COURSE CARVERY £10.95

y, FISH & CHIPS FRIDAY
” £10.95 12-
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Feeling a little
blue now the festive
season is over?

January can feel quiet, but it doesn’'t have to. At Tanglewood
Care Homes, we're offering a warm welcome and the chance
to try something new.

Enjoy a complimentary trial day, join us for a home-cooked
lunch, take part in an activity and meet the team who make
our homes feel so special. Spend time with us, get to know
the atmosphere, and see what life is like at Tanglewood.

Let’s start the new year together.

Call us today to book your space

01527 433 539 )/ W Tanglewood

info@twhealthcare.co.uk / Mount Croft Care Home
www.tanglewoodcarehomes.co.uk y 4 277 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove B61 OEP
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Page-turners

WORCESTERSHIRE Libraries have
released their top reads, highlighting
the county’s most borrowed books
of 2025.

Worcestershire’s libraries have
generated more than two million
issues in 2025, of which just over
1,350,000 have been issues of
books, with another 220,000 relating
to e-books and e-audiobooks.

Bob Mortimer was the new author
to enter the list of popular page-
turners, with entries in both fiction
and non-fiction. The Hotel Avocado
was the fiction entry, with nearly 400
loans, and And Away appeared for
non-fiction, with 135.

The most popular non-fiction book
for adults was The Salt Path, by
Raynor Winn, with just over 250
loans.

Miranda Hart is a new entry for this
year’s most borrowed books with
her autobiography, | Haven't Been
Entirely Honest With You, taking sec-
ond place as readers borrowed the
book just over 160 times.

Rounding out the top three was
Nuclear War: A Scenario, by Annie
Jacobsen.

Jeff Kinney was clearly the most
popular children’s author among
the county’s youngest readers, with
two entries in the top three: Diper
Overlode came top, with last year's
number one read Wrecking Ball
coming second. Dog Man and Cat
Kid, by Dav Pilkey, was a new entry
for this year and rounded out the
top three.

Richard Osman continues to be
the favourite adult fiction author for
library customers, taking three of the
top four spots, with The Last Devil
To Die proving the most popular last
year, with nearly 550 loans.

The Generation STEM event. s

by Lise Evans
lise.evans@bullivantmedia.com

WORCESTERSHIRE school-
girls had the chance to
learn more about future
careers in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and maths
(STEM) recently, at a new,
Worcestershire County
Council event (WCC) aimed
at inspiring them.

Called Generation STEM and
run by the council’s Early Careers
‘Worcestershire programme, more
than 100 female school students
were invited to attend, with the
event showcasing the wide range
STEM careers open to them.

Held at the Worcester headquar-
ters of Mazak, Generation STEM
enabled attendees to explore inter-
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active workshops, engage directly
with women forging successful
careers in engineering, manufac-
turing, technology and scientific
research, and gain insight into
the opportunities available across
‘Worcestershire’s growing STEM
sectors.

The project is part of WCC’s
campaign to inspire the county’s
future workforce, helping young
people understand career pathways
from an early age and strengthen-
ing links between education and
industry.

Councillor Alan Amos, WCC’s
cabinet member for business and
skills, said: “Encouraging more
girls to consider STEM pathways
is vital for Worcestershire’s future
workforce and economic strength.

“Events like Generation STEM
give young women the opportunity
to see what is possible, to meet
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“Careers
event to

real role models and to understand
the careers that are open to them.
‘Worcestershire needs home-grown
talent in engineering, technology
and science, and we will con-
tinue to support initiatives that
help young women take those first
steps.”

Statement of intent

Judy Gibbs, head of skills &
employability at WCC, added:
“Generation STEM was more than
an event — it was a statement
of intent. We want every girl in
‘Worcestershire to feel informed,
supported and confident when
exploring the full range of STEM
opportunities available to them.

“Working with employers, part-
ners and schools, we're committed
to widening access to STEM path-
ways and ensuring young people

foster
talent

can see a future for themselves
within these industries.”

Building on the momentum of
the event, a cross-council Women
in STEM Week campaign will soon
be launched.

Taking place in April, the cam-
paign will highlight the contribu-
tions of women working in STEM
roles within the council and across
the county.

It will champion local female
talent, challenge outdated percep-
tions about women in STEM, and
encourage more girls and women
to pursue careers in those fields.

Worcestershire businesses are
invited to support the campaign by
showcasing their own female role
models and helping to promote
the breadth of opportunities avail-
able in the county’s STEM sectors.
Visit worcestershire.gov.uk/skills
for more information.

Wolo] 4] [cle] ¥
GOOD WOMAN
TO MARRY

BETWEEN AGE OF 40 to 87

Seeking nice woman between 40 to 87 with
view to marriage. Only sincere persons.

— peterdavis1996firm@engineer.com

Please email me:

FLAIR *°

& NURSERY

Open Morning
Saturday 24th Jan

Reception places available

Nursery Funding for eligible
children aged 2+

£
Individual visits always welcom

N

DRISSECHEPALNIENRERSS AC‘AIjEMIC RIGOGR
Call 01527 579679 or email admissions@bromsgrove-school.co.uk

www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
720 pupils aged 2 - 13 @ 1060 pupils aged 13 - 18
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Holidays
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YORK & SCENIC YORKSHIRE
Departing Mon 23 Mar ‘26
Join us on this idyllic break to beautiful
Yorkshire, where we combine the rolling hills and
panoramic landscapes with charming Haworth
and Skipton Market. With a visit to historic York
too, this lovely break is the perfect contrast of
city and country!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch
¢ 4 nights at the Britannia Hotel,
Leeds Bradford Airport (JG2 rating) with
dinner & breakfast
¢ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
¢ Excursions to York, Skipton Market &
Haworth
Optional excursion to Harrogate (£12pp)

P SAVE £10 - Quote OSG
- Book by 16 Jan 2026

5 Days by Coach an@ 5319

Single Supplement £75

For more information, or to book se call

03332 342 514 cuoi- osc

* * % % A

Trustpilot

By Coach from Bromsgrove, Redditch

2026 HOLIDAYS

ISLE OF WIGHT WEEKEND

Departing Fri 6 Mar ‘26

A long weekend by the sea beckons on this
lovely escape to the Isle of Wight. Beloved since
Queen Victoria’s reign, follow in the footsteps
of royalty and relax at our base in a popular
seaside resort and discover other highlights
during an optional trip!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings
from Bromsgrove

¢ 3 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel,
Shanklin (JG2+ rating) with dinner &
breakfast

¢ Entertainment some evenings

¢ Excursion to Newport

Optional Island Highlights tour (£15pp)
P SAVE £10 - Quote OSG

- Book by 16 Jan 2026

4 Days by Coach OVL@ E239

Single Supplement £50

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

(REPARETO BE
PELLBOUND‘

WICKED THE MUSICAL EVENING
SHOW & LONDON
Departing Thu 26 Feb 26
Wicked is the sensational musical that hits
stages like a twister with its electrifying score,
stunning sets and a story that turns Oz on
its head. Full of memorable songs such as
No Good Deed and Defying Gravity, this is
guaranteed to leave you spellbound!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v Return coach travel from
Redditch, Bromsgrove
v Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with full
English breakfast
v Stalls or Dress Circle ticket
(evening performance)

P SAVE £10 - Quote OSG
- Book by 16 Jan 2026

2 Days by Coach on@ E179

Single Supplement £45
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Reader Travel,

BEST COMPANY
FOR
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS

NORFOLK COUNTRY MUSIC BREAK
Departing Mon 16 Mar ‘26

Enjoy live music and toe-tapping performances
from crowd favourites on this country music
break at the Warner Corton Coastal Village!
With excursions to pretty Aldeburgh and
Norwich also included in the price, it’s enough
to make you holler yee-ha!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

v/ 4 nights at the
Warner Corton Coastal Village, near
Lowestoft (JG4 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

¢ Live country music entertainment
every evening

v/ Daytime activities in resort

v Excursions to Aldeburgh & Norwich

Optional excursion to the

Norfolk Broads (Wroxham, Horning &

Potter Heigham) (£14pp)

P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG

- Book by 16 Jan 2026

5 Days by Coach on@ 5399

Single Supplement £175

nach L mm\
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Tel: 01527 588688 Ema11 reccptloanulllvantmcdla com
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DEATHS DEATHS
ATLCOCK | SMALL
,\gI:.ﬁ:i,l:,s Douglas Arthur

Passed away peacefully at The Alexandra

Peter will be greatly missed by all his family
and friends.

A service to celebrate Peter’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium on
Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 10.15a.m
Family flowers only please, donations if
desired to Myeloma UK to
Thomas Brothers
Birchfield House
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank You

Hospital on Wednesday 17th December 2025.

DEATHS
—

Sadly passed away on the
30th October 2025, aged 88 years.

He was dearly loved by his wife, all his
family and will be deeply missed by
all his friends

The funeral will be held at
The Vale Crematorium at
11am on 14th January 2026.

Family flowers only, donations if so
desired can be left in the
donation box provided to

the British Heart foundation
All enquires to

George Crump and Son Directors
Tel- 01905 773339

DAVIES

Delia “Dee”

Passed away December 2025.
Sadly missed by all.

A service to celebrate the life of Delia will
take place at Redditch Crematorium,
Tuesday 20th January 2026
at 10.15am.

Family flowers only please.
Donations if so desired to
Cancer Research UK.
Thomas Brothers
Birchfield House
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank you

DEATHS
—

MURPHY

Colin Michael

29/05/1956 - 24/12/2025
Sadly passed away on 24th December 2025,
aged 69 years.

He will be very dearly missed by his wife
Lorraine, his son Edward, daughters Kristina
and Philippa, and his 9 grandchildren.
Colin’s funeral service will take place at
Waseley Hills Crematorium on
Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 11:00am.

Donations can be gifted as you leave
the service.

No flowers please, as donations are preferred.

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

Huntleys Funeral Services

Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

MEMORIAL
SERVICES
—

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles

and Sons Ltd

Est19t6
The Complete

Funeral Directors

~

Allow our family
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH

01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
[

STUDLEY
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

| Anonymous

FLORAL TRIBUTES
—

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

sTNS%

THE NURSERY SHOP

flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

TQIQ)'I 527 550 700

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

An Independent_ Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH
01527 547777

« BROMSGROVE

01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER

01564 822001

0121 445 3422

01789 330939

“A family concern

W .thomasbrothﬁ's co. uk ;
emails admm(’thomasbrothers co. uk
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Y Learn from yesterday,
\ live for today,
\ hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

FUNERAL FUNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
- _—

MORTONS (-

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. rfect Funeral for your loved one

Arrange an appointment today .
R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
0121459 9111 Complete Funeral Directors and
Offices i Nortfeld, Cotterdge and Rubery Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service

_E E Professionally qualified
r independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

* Private Chapel of Rest

age they may be, is never easy and affects different people * Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.

in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorslid.co.uk

T: 01527 831723

info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

ccasion, why not send Call our
your loved ones a message.... team on
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Appointments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.careerfinder247.co.uk
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FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553
Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day
School well situated in the South Midlands with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of
attractive grounds.

GATEKEEPER

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK
TO INCLUDE WEEKENDS)

We seek a personable individual to provide a
professional welcome to school visitors, assist with
deliveries and provide security assistance.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications 19 January 2026

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School
well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities
set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

LEARNING SUPPORT
ASSISTANT

(Fixed term through until 31.08.28 -
Full time 37.5 hours per week)
We seek a qualified individual to provide professional
support to a pupils ensuring that they can access and
integrate fully into school.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications
19 January 2026
The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children

and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening, including checks with past employers and DBS

HOLY TRINITY
CHURCH

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

Weddings, and Funerals.

volunteers.
Key Responsibilities:

 Payroll processing
* Basic shop administration
Skills:
« Strong attention to detail and good communication
» Excel essential; Sage/Staffology desirable
* Able to work independently and as part of a team
Hours:
20 hours per week
Salary:
£13,970 per annum
How to Apply:

Office (Tel: 01789 266316).

Deadline:

283:59, Sunday 25th January 2026

Interviews:

Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at the Holy Trinity Parish Centre

-
-
Ny

HOLY TRINITY e ALL SAINTS LUDDINGTON e ST HELEN'S CLIFFORD CHAMBERS

Finance Administrator

Holy Trinity Church, where William Shakespeare was baptised, worshipped, and
is buried, has been a place of worship for over 1,000 years and welcomes tens

of thousands of visitors annually. More importantly, it remains a vibrant, working
church hosting daily worship and major life events including Christenings,

We are seeking a reliable and detail-focused Finance Administrator to
support parish finances, including accounts, payroll, and shop back-office
administration. This varied role works closely with the Treasurer, clergy, staff, and

* Accounts payable/receivable, invoicing, banking, and reconciliations

Application forms are available at www.stratford-upon-avon.org or via the Parish

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Viehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07483 171666

LOOKING
FOR A NEW

Standard

CoventryObserver.c.
Obsérver
Obséiver

MalvernObserver...

Standard
Observer
Observer
Observer

WorcesterObserver .

¢ yH
gﬂl/ﬂl’ﬂﬁ’) /7

Bullivantmedia

GROUP
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www.taurustaxis.co.uk
Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?
Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle Full and part time drivers required for home to
Clean Licence Essential school contracted transport. Competitive rates of

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid pay and flexible working hours.
We also require

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
PSV DRIVERS obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For further details please call

For Further Details Please Call
07773 022 239 01527 60000

or email acCOUNIS@a2h60K.co.uk

With our expansive coverage both in print and online we can help you with that!
Give Caroline or Kelly a call to find out how.

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

C47 WELFORD ROAD, BARTON

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic
between its junction with Honeybourne Road and
the entrance to Cottage of Content Public House.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 09.30hrs - 15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 12 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Welford Road, Barton Road,
Long Marston Road, Welford Road, Main Street,
Welford Road, Long Marton Road, B4632 (Stratford
Road, High Street, Broadway Road, Stratford Road),
B4035 Evesham Road, Honeybourne Road, Weston
Road, Station Road, Buckle Street, Honeybourne
Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

D5128 LEA CLOSE, ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
its junction with Hertford Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs - 17.00hrs.

Order Commences: 16 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 19 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

LITTLE LAWFORD LANE, LITTLE LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable tree trimming
works.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 12 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Harborough Road, Rugby
Road, Pailton Road, Coventry Road, Stretton Road,
Main Street, Lutterworth Road, The Crescent, Broad
Street, Fosse Way, Newnham Lane, Bretford Road,
Little Lawford Road, Little Lawford Lane and
vice versa.

Contractor: Environmental Solutions, Tel: 07824
014 740.

CROOKS LANE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to lay
new gas main.

Order Commences: 10 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 11 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Crooks Lane, Toms Town
Lane, Foster Avenue and vice versa.

Contractor: Cadent Gas, Tel: 07831 706 512.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
COUGHTON FIELDS LANE, COUGHTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable replacement of
existing pole.

Order Commences: 29 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 29 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Coughton Fields Lane,
Captains Hill, Kinwarton Road, Kinwarton Farm
Road, Tything Road West, Arden Road, Birmingham
Road, Willoughby Close and vice versa.

Contractor: M J QUINN, Tel: 01543 547 118.
WILLOUGHBY CLOSE & KINGS COUGHTON LANE,
ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works on manhole
sewer linings.

Order Commences: 26 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 26 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Kings Coughton Lane, Alcester
Heath, Birmingham Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Sapphire Utility Solutions, Tel: 08009
992 266.

DUNNINGTON ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works for
hydrant renewal.

Order Commences: 27 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 31 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Broom Lane, Dunnington
Road, Salford Road, School Road, Tothall Lane and
vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works
or for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 09 Jan 2026

Classified

ectory247.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: CA = Conservation Area.
25/01171/FUL

B61 8AQ.

Proposal: Installation of 1No. BT Street Hub Unit
and associated advertisement panels on either side
of the unit.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications/

Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

CA
Site: 97 High Street, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire

Keeping you up to d.ate with all the

latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

.75 inc VA
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MISCELLANEQUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | WANTED
[ [ [ [ L
BEDS NEW Doubles | SQUARE CANE | 6 Clear Glass Airtight | WOMEN’S  Quality,
£95 Singles £59 King TABLE with glass Storage Jars 190g £8 Oakley Software
size £159. Second top 46 x 46 x S4cm 01527853345 Quilted, Waterproof
hand doubles £49 £15 Tel 07925170951 | DELIA Smith Winter Outdoor / Ski
Singles £29 Fridges |pPOWA KA DD Y| Collection Cookery | Jacket,Size Medium,
£49  Freezers £59 |  Electric Golf Trolle Book Excellent | Light Beige £20
Can deliver 07703 with  battery am)il Condition £5 | 01527853345 Mntnrcvcles anu
925662 | winter wheels £45 | _01527853345 9 Square Ceramic Tiles Scuo[ers
RECLINER CHAIR Tel 07925170951 READERS Digest 10 X 10cm Neu(ral
electric  rise & | POWAKADDY  Golf Creative ~ Cookery Daisy Design Any cc, condition or age,
recline £169 Manual |  Trolley Transit Bag [ Book =~ Excellent | For Craftwork £5 good prices paid
recline chair £60 | _£10 Tel 07925170951 | Condition £5| 01527853345
High seated chair [ FOOT STOOL green [ 01527853345 | NEW Black Leavion | | (JJO44 781933 | 01926 257643
£40 Can deliver | fabric 39 x 26 x 20cm | HOBBYCRAFT Light [ Outdoor PIR
07703 925662 £10 Tel 07925170951 Box 14 x 23cm For Movement( Sensor
: Craftwork, Tracin, Light Requires
TRAILER chassis ) g g 4
DARK brown leather = = / Drawing Etc £8 Wiring &  40W
sofa plus single ?;:’ed steel frame, | 7853345 E27 Bulb) £18 PETS WANTED
chair £60 (cash only) 6'x427x15” dea RUBBER Stamps & 01527853345
07599203623 3 b Card Stock Bundle | WHEELCHAIR i
o IILTLIIVEY drive. Away, no oc undle n
BRAND new unused reasonable offer For Qreellngs VGC hardly used
£25 Squash racket refused. space Card Making £15 18. months pld £50
dunlop  nanomax | _needed 07967401319 | 01527853345 Kidderminster
racket and carrying [ WORKING  electric | 128 Amscan Paper | _07518902604
case with 2 yellow | lawn mower. has | Cups. Balloon | LADIES M & S ('] (] [ ] [ ]
dot squash  balls ’ . Design, 266ml (16 classic fully lined
q! wheels. Has grass 5 . y . . . .
07977913225 box. Vgebut looking | Sealed Packs of 8) | lightweight ~ jacket | | The Protection of Unwanted Puppies Society
SINGLE bed | a bit jaded £15 | —£10.01527853345 with  detachable
with hypnosis 07591557392 5 x New 50m Boots hood. Light
o Botanics All Bright | turquoise. ~ Hardly
mattress vge flame | LOVELY corner Gl ; ' .
: i ow Day Cream worn. Size 12. £3.00.
retard label. No | unit glass display / ; 5
f SPF15 With Vit (1 Can forward
marks.£45fully [ cupboard. Attractive | 7 " pyyicng £20 | photos if interested).
sprung 07977913225 | yew wood design on | ;577653345 Tel: 07934132759
™ cupboard door. 50 =
CYCLE brake levers /50. VGC. B
Brand new £5 for e . £1';y86 WANTED
ir Ths and rhs | S950C% O — Please contact
pair 07591557392
unused 07977913225 NEW Unisex Trainers "
SOLID oak bedside | "Crarks Ciea C-Si1x | ["**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes s Sheila Tremellen
cabinet ; Combo, Black Suede & \
good quality vge| g white Trim Size Vintage or New 0|905
_07977913225 | SE £15 01527853345 Sekiniaclassic/foek: gz iridi
el g classic rock, jazz, indie
BABY COT Wooden | NEW 100% Wool 3
with sliding side, [ Carpet Runner, and rare finds. Cash paid 620340
ideal ~spare for [ Plain Green, 64 || Callortext: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
grandparents, no X 257 Luxury Pile Or email: welston@live.com 5 4
mattress  £20 Tel ‘Whipped Edge 64 x Paul (Alb & D @ d Re d BE '"veFIEd for services
07925170951 25” £15 01527853345 ul (Albatross & Doomed Records) to animal welfare

3 PIECE
SUITE

brown leather,

mple boxed advertisement)

y

Simply by advertising them in The

€rver -

i

Free Lineage (ifems upto value £500)

Details of tem For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): (MAX 15 WORDS)

SOMETHING

O sell?

You Can Raise Some Extra Cash and make someone else’s Day
By SELLING Your Wonderful but Unwanted Gifts or Private ltems

+0O Standard

And....If your item is valued at £500 or less - its FREE of charge in lineage (max 15 words)
But if you want your advertisement to really stand out or if your item is valued at over
£500, you can place details in a boxed advertisement for just £5.75 (inc Vat)

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your cheque or credit card details if
required, and we'll do the rest - Or alternatively email your free ad to; fr

ds@bullivantmedia.com

Paid for Boxed Ad (lfems of any value)

....Telephone Number.

Details (Not for Publication)

| Send fo Bullivant Media,

Delta

peyfecl Mr/Mrs/M +evene. Iniicl Sumame.
condition | Addre:
as new | Postcode.... B Mobile.
: Email address.. .
£550 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullvant Media Lid, Value £........c.wwrwwries
4 1 or alternatively
can deliver | Please debit my card for &,
Telephone | Credit Card Number.........
10234 567890 ! Exp Date...ienins ..Security Number.

(Last 3 digits) Issue Number.

Webb House, Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP
| or email your advertisement to freeads@bullivantmedia.com

1
i
'
1
i
i
i
i
i
'
i
1
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
'
i
il
i
1
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DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

C&M Decorators

Father and Son ¢ Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

GARDENING
SERVICES

GARDENING
SERVICES

JEFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

KITCHENS
_——

LOGS
_—

FENCING
—

CENTRAL
FENCING

Al types of fencing supplied Artificial

and fitted at excellent rates o
FREE QUOTES
23 years experience

DECKING * GATES x SLABBING
Call now

01527 873 525
07813 092 906

Fully Insured

size

Any
Cover up unsight!
areas

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees
- _ Email:
jamietaylor@jtstreeandgardens.com

LANDSCAPING
—

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing * Conifers
Hedge Work
CLEARANCE
Gardens « Rubbish « Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped « Turfing ¢ Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

SW
INSTAI.lATIUNS

LOGS
FOR SALE

3athrooms Mainly Ash
e LR S £120, £220, £390
loads delivered
& BATHROOMS Builders bag of
a;mmnrm logs £120 delivered
PLUMBIN Card, cash or
Gﬂﬁﬂiﬁﬁ, cheque payments
WORKTOP & DOOR taken
somtnamennsg| || Tel 07477 778536
%nm or 07983 441818
m“mm See load ’s,iz_ttes at our
i website
07971 684 353 www.rbtimber.uk

PLUMBING
—

SB

Plumbmg & Heatmg

* Gas Fires
* Gas Cookers

* Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

* Gas Appliance Landlord/home
* Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email: stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sbdplumbing.co.uk
Call me for domestic work
MOBILE

@ 07951 485329 E

BEST LEAVE
ITT0 THE 5

Check out our
Classified pages!

REMOVALS/
STORAGE
—

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

_—_

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

ROOFING
—

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ¢ Driveways
* Building Maintenance ¢ Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325

WEATHER’QGUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big or
too small

Fully guaranteed
and insured

Written quotes
available

Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

it Mobile: 07467159012
% Office: 01521962 972
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
—

Redditch Skip
Hire Lid

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:

@ www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

A&S SKIPS

A Diision WW' nts {Redditch) LTD
' 2, 4 &1 ylrd sklps

TREE SURGEONS
—

< TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreat reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

*Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

o

01527906577

0800 747 1704 +
treeandlandscapespecialistsdgmail.com
Ww ireeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

Contact us foday

AOUSOH L0 3¢

TREE SURGEONS
[ _—

‘;é& K. W. BOULTON

> TREE CARE

SPECIALISTS
LTD

01386 556679
Mob: 07745 721524
enquiries @kwboulton.co.uk

The Park, Wyre Hill, Wyre Piddle,
Pershore, Worcestershire, WRI10 2HT

Z

\{»

« Tree Felling * Hedge
« Tree Trimming
Reductions * Hedge

; Removal
 Fencing « Stump

* Tree Pruning Grinding

LOGS FOR SALE
1 x Hardwood (tonne bag)

£130 per tonne bag
with free local delivery

. \ . \fi, :";
GIVE A LOCAL EXPERT A CALL!



Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning

CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service
Garden Clearance Undertaken

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: JAMES
Lemon’s goal ensured
Droitwich Spa made a win-
ning start to the New Year
with a 1-0 victory against
struggling Hallen.

Lemon scored the game’s
only goal in first-half injury
time at the Hallen Centre.

The result means Droitwich
sit second in the Hellenic
League Premier Division table,
two points behind Roman
Glass St George with three
games in hand.

However, Spa sit just two
points ahead of Slimbridge in
third who have three games in
hand on the Saltmen.

Andy Crowther’s side made
a bright start as Alex Dugmore
saw his early header sail over
the crossbar.

Hallen goalkeeper Harry
Thomas-Barker then denied
Josh Hurdman before a defend-
er blocked Jack Brighton’s
goalbound effort behind.

From the resulting corner,
Thomas-Barker also kept out
Ben Tilbury’s header to keep
the game goalless.

Hallen’s only chance of
the first period saw Harrison
Fairman flash a cross-shot
across the face of goal.

Droitwich eventually broke
the deadlock two minutes

Standard *

SPOR

N LANDMARK

” LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS
FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB
* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
772040"128006 * Tarmacadam * Brickwork * Turfing * Gravelling
2 2 * Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing
Published by Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,
Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
Printed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead, «
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BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Saltmen start New Year with win
at Hallen after derby success

into injury time at the end
of the first half when Lemon
emphatically fired Brighton’s
low cross into the roof of the
net.

Hallen almost drew level
moments after the break as
George King’s effort from
25-yards out left Joe Stockton
rooted to the spot only for the
ball to travel inches past the
post.

The Saltmen almost sealed
the points as Tilbury saw his
header at a corner cleared off
the line by Jack Busby.

Hallen’s only other chance
fell to Busby as he sent a
backwards header straight at
Stockton who held the ball
comfortably.

However, Spa comfort-
ably saw out the game to
seal back-to-back wins in the
league for the first time since
November.

That came after the Saltmen
claimed a 4-2 derby win
against Worcester Raiders in
their final game of 2025.

A brace from Dugmore
and goals from Tilbury and
Hurdman ensured Spa ended
2025 on a high.

Droitwich are next in action
against Mangotsfield United
on Saturday, January 10 with
kick-off at 3pm at Cossham
Street.

James Lemon celebrates after
putting Spa ahead. Picture by
Mathew Mason.

Yokohama
Authorised
Tyre
pealer

Q

\"

JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK

Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

Engine tuning
MOT preparation and submission
for final MOT

® Cam belt replacement

® Clutch Replacement

@ General repairs

@ Welding

® Servicing

@ Insurance work welcome

® Supply and fit all parts for all

makes & models
All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in - _
Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE
0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk




