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Budget plans to scrap
school bus thrown out

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

PLANS to scrap a school bus service
for children on Droitwich’s Newland
Estate were voted down in dramatic
fashion.

At a meeting yesterday (Thursday), council-
lors were asked to debate whether to approve
the savings identified in Worcestershire County
Council’s draft budget for 2026/27.

The routes to school review, which would have
axed several services including the Newland
bus, estimated savings of £80,000.

But, despite most of the draft budget com-
fortably going through, councillors were dead-
locked at 28 votes each for and against the
saving measure which would have seen the bus
service scrapped.

This meant council chair Coun Louis Stephen
had the casting vote and chose not to carry the
proposal.

An email to Coun Dan Birch by a council staff
member, seen by the Standard, said the cost for
providing the Newland bus - used by 57 pupils -
was §87,000 per year.

The letter added some pupils may have
retained free home-to-school transport eligibil-
ity and, if so, some form of transport could still
have been required, affecting the total saving.

Coun Birch, who opposes the move, told the
Standard: “The numbers quite simply don’t add
up.

“How can the overall savings be less than the
cut?

“An overall saving of £80,000 that is going to
make it harder for hundreds of children to get to
school is not the right decision to be making.

“The savings don’t outweigh the cost this
will have on the education of young people in
Droitwich and elsewhere in the county.”

The county council wrote letters to parents
whose children use the transport in November
and launched a public consultation.

The national statutory walking distance for
pupils over eight years of age is three miles.

According to the county council, the distance
between the estate and the school is under that
limit, which removes the free home-to-school
transport entitlement.

Council documents claimed - like many other
local authorities across the country - its budget
for 2025/26 continued to face relentless demand
and cost pressures in both Children’s Social
Care and Adult Social Care placements,

They said despite efforts to manage this in
the year, the forecast remained a ‘significant
overspend’.

“The council’s budget is essentially fixed in
cash terms and its ability to raise income is
limited.”

And the documents added the draft budget
proposals sought to address the continuing net
recurrent financial pressure the council faced
this financial year which would continue into
2026/27. They also made projections for next
year based on the best available information.

AN ICONIC Droitwich church is celebrat-
ing after its almost century-old mosaics
were restored to their former glory.

A £190,000 National Lottery Heritage
Fund grant was secured last year to
restore the mosaics at The Catholic

The mosaics are looking magnificent
after their refurbishment.s

Church of the Sacred Heart and St
Catherine of Alexandria.

The mosaics were largely completed
back in 1932 and have won national
acclaim.

Their restoration was part of a £260,000
regeneration project for the beautiful
building.

The church was built in the style of
the basilica churches of Ravenna, near
Venice, between 1919 and 1921.

The walls are covered with some of
the finest Venetian glass mosaic artwork
in Europe.

It welcomes thousands of visitors from
across the UK and other parts of the
world each year to see the astonishingly
beautiful scenes.

The National Lottery Heritage Fund
cash secured has enabled the church to
clean and conserve the mosaics.

It was also gifted to digitise the paint-
ings by Gabriel Pippet that were convert-
ed into the mosaics by Maurice Josey
and his assistant, Fred Oates.

Visit this story at: droitwichstandard.
co.uk for more on the historic mosaics.
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Councils offer residents the
chance of a fltter»

by Erica Murphy-Hogg

RESIDENTS in Broms-
grove and Redditch are
being encouraged to kick-
start their fitness jour-
neys by joining a ‘Couch-
to 5k’ course this month.

The nine-week courses, which
begin this week in the two
towns, are designed for com-
plete beginners, to help them
get into running and, in the
process, provide people with a
great opportunity to be more
active.

There is no need to book and
anyone is welcome to come to
any session.

The Bromsgrove courses will
be held at 6pm on Mondays
at The Ryland Centre running
track; at 10am on Wednesdays
in Sanders Park (meeting at
the Jubilee Bandstand); and at
9.30am on Thursdays at Catshill
Meadow.

Redditch’s Abbey Stadium
track will host sessions at
9.30am each Sunday and at
7.30pm on Mondays and Wed-

nesdays. Other sessions take
place at 9.30am on Fridays
in Woodrow (meeting at The
Hub, in Woodrow Centre) and
at 9.30am at the Redditch,
Cricket, Hockey, Rugby and
Squash Club.

Bromsgrove District Council
portfolio holder for Ileisure,
Councillor Shirley Webb, said:
“Couch-to-bk has always proved
popular and we are very hon-
oured to have been part of so
many of our residents’ journeys
towards leading a healthier life-
style.

“To be able to continue to
host these sessions for free is
a major asset for the people of
our town.”

Redditch Borough Council
portfolio holder for leisure and
recreation, Coun Juliet Barker
Smith, said: “It’s never too late
to have a go at something new,
and I'm finding, especially in
later life, keeping fit and staying
flexible is absolutely essential.

“Giving residents across the
borough the opportunity to get
active, pick up a new hobby and
become part of a community is
fantastic.
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Monday sessions
in Bromsgrove
are held at the

Ryland Centre. s

“We are continually grateful»
to all the run leaders wh
unteer to facilitate th
sions, Whl(:h consistently prove-
popular.”
The courses are ]éﬂt‘by peopl
with qualifications from England
Athletics and the course is t'ully
endorsed by the NHS.

Run leaders advise people
to complete three sessions per
week to maximise progress and
reach their goal of running 5k.

The programme is suitable for
new runners aged 12 and up and
children must have a guardian
running with them at all times. -

Many graduates from local
couch-to-5k groups go-on to join
local running groups, including
Parkrun, and even become the
next run leaders.

Couch-to-5k thanked all of its
run clubs — STARS Redditch,
Redditch Community Runners
and Kingfisher Harriers — for
their continued support.

Visit Couch to 5k, call the
sports development team on
01527 881404 or email sd@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
for further information on how
to get involved.
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Opportulty to study road plans

A WEBINAR on the A38 Bromsgrove
Route Enhancement Programme (BREP)
will take place online later this month.

The public information sharing event, from
6pm to 7pm on January 29 via Microsoft
Teams, will be about the BREP - a pre-
dominantly Department for Transport (DfT)
funded project aimed at improving jour-
neys, safety and reliability in and around
Bromsgrove.

The webinar has been organised to ensure
as many people can watch live as possible.
The session will also be available to view
afterwards for those unable to make the
session.

Worcestershire County Council, which
webinar’s organiser, said the format had been
used many times for similar updates and the
method had received positive feedback.

The session will begin with a short presen-
tation outlining the programme, followed by
a public question-and-answer session.

Attendees can submit questions to the

project panel, both ahead of the event
and during the webinar. Questions can

IN MY first Westminster Diary of the
year, | want to take this opportunity to
set out my priorities for 2026.

As an MP | have to focus on a mul-
titude of issues every day and | regu-
larly work on a several at any one time
so this list does not capture everything
| work on.

My first 2026 priority will centre on
making life cheaper for you and your
family. Your energy bills are too high,
food prices are up and the cost of liv-

A chance to outline my list
of priorities for the year

dated housing target reduced, | will
meet with the Housing and Planning
Minister in the coming weeks to set out
the case for a reduction in our target.
It's not fair the Government has
whacked up our target by 85 per cent,
yet at the same time, has reduced
Birmingham’s housing target by 31 per
cent. Birmingham has brownfield land,
at least 140 hectares, and we do not.
The burden must be shared fairly
and that’s the case I'll be making to

in Parliament

I'll continue to encourage the

Government to cut your taxes, which

I've voted for a number of times and

g%what it can to reduce your energy
ills.

We're all working harder than ever,
but for what? There’s no reward incen-
tive anymore when, as of 2026, the
UK tax burden is at its highest level in
post-war history.

We must make hard work pay again
- the Government can do this by cut-
ting your taxes.

This year I'll also continue to focus
on protecting our precious greenbelt.

As part of my work to get the 85 per
cent increase in our Government man-

ing is gener- the Minister next
ally just too month. .
Morront fo Westminster Diary M0
oo e, Brale Thomas MP g8 (1 oo o,
Bromsgrove. writes for The Standard The best way the
That’s why Government could

do this is by cutting
or abolishing business rates altogether
for retail, hospitality and leisure busi-
nesses.

Last year | was proud to vote to
scrap business rates for pubs, res-
taurants and shops. Sadly, with the
Government’s huge majority, the vote
did not pass but | will continue to
make the case in Parliament for the
overhaul of these investment sapping
taxes.

There’s much to do this year and |
look forward to continuing to represent
you in Parliament.

Bradley Thomas
Bromsgrove MP

be submitted via slido.com using the code
#A38BREP.

Any questions already covered by the
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on the
BREP website will have a link provided on
Slido under that question.

The panel will bring together a broad range
of technical knowledge and expertise, includ-
ing representatives from Worcestershire
County Council, Jacobs and Colas (construc-
tion contractor), who will discuss the pro-
gramme and respond to questions.

Coun Karl Perks, Worcestershire County
Council’s Cabinet Member with Responsibility

for Highways and Transport, said: “The A38
Bromsgrove Route Enhancement Programme
is an important project designed to address
long-standing transport challenges in the
area.

“This webinar is a valuable opportunity for
residents to hear directly from the project
team, understand the work in more detail and
ask questions about the programme.”

People can visit: worcestershire.gov.uk/
A38BREP to access the webinar.

Visit:  worcestershire.gov.uk/a38BREP
for more information on the BREP project,
including frequently asked questions.
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MP wants answers over gritting

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.
com

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore
haswrittento Worcestershire
County Council seeking clear
answers over the response to
recent snow and icy condi-
tions, following widespread
reports from residents of
untreated roads and pave-
ments.

During the recent cold snap,
the MP received a lot of emails
and phone calls from constituents
across Redditch and the surround-
ing villages raising concerns about
difficult and, in some cases, unsafe
conditions for drivers and pedes-
trians.

He said residents reported skid-
ding vehicles, hazardous junctions
and slippery footways, causing dis-
ruption and anxiety, particularly for

vulnerable people and those relying
on emergency services.

Mr Bloore has been clear his
concerns are not directed at front-
line gritting teams or highways
staff, who, he acknowledges, have
worked hard within the guidance

and resources available.

Instead, his intervention focus-
es on the planning, prioritisation
and resourcing behind the gritting
response.

In his letter, he has asked for
detailed information on what plans

and schedules were in place for
gritting roads and pavements, how
decisions were made about which
areas to treat, including the priority
system used and why some roads
and footways appeared to be left
untreated. He also asked how many
grit boxes remained within Redditch
and when they were last filled.

The MP added: “Reports of skid-
ding vehicles and hazardous junc-
tions are deeply worrying and main-
taining safe roads and footways is a
vital public service.

“I want to be clear that this is
not a criticism of gritting teams
or highways staff, who I know are
working hard.

“However, residents deserve clear
answers about how decisions are
made, whether resources are suf-
ficient and what steps will be taken
to ensure communities can move
safely during future periods of win-
try weather.”

‘With cold conditions continuing,
especially at night, Mr Bloore is also

gathering detailed feedback from
residents about ungritted roads and
footways, locations which felt par-
ticularly unsafe and any ongoing
concerns.

This information will be used
to press the county council for
improvements and reassurance.

He added: “Listening to residents’
experiences is essential.

“Their first-hand accounts will
help ensure these concerns are
properly raised and that lessons
are learned, so safety is prioritised
when severe winter weather hits
again.”

Coun Jo Monk, Worcestershire
County Council leader, said: “Now
I've formally received the letter
from Chris Bloore, I will work
with officers and respond in due
course.”

Redditch MP Chris Bloore
has written to Worcestershire
County Council over its
response to the recent cold
snap. s

Villagers say they were ‘overlooked’ during Storm Goretti snow response

A RUBERY resident has hit out at
what she calls a ‘lack of gritting’ by
Worcestershire County Council in

the village.
Jane Cotterill contacted the
Standard, claiming there were

some roads which were listed on
the authority’s gritting routes that
had been ‘totally ignored’.

Rubery and south Birmingham
were among the worst affected
areas in the Midlands by the heavy
snow brought by Storm Goretti.

She said: “Residents on Hazel
Road, for example, had been una-
ble to get their cars out for three

“The hill on the road is extremely
steep but it is on a blue gritting
route which means it should be
gritted in times of severe weather
and we normally do see the gritter
in the road if the temperatures are
predicted to be below freezing.

“But the gritter had not been any-
where near Hazel Road since the

snow came on Thursday evening,
by Sunday, the road was like an
ice rink as the snow has started to
thaw and refrozen three times.

“The residents tried to grit it
themselves but the grit bin was
half empty on Thursday and by the
weekend was now totally empty
(which has been reported to the
council).

“This made it impossible to try
and ease the situation.

“The residents feel like they have

been totally abandoned by the
council as do other people who
live in roads that are on the gritting
route and have not been gritted
either.”

She called on Worcestershire
County Council to explain why grit-
ting had not taken place.

A Worcestershire County Council
spokesperson said gritting crews
were out last week treating the
road network in line with its Winter
Service Policy and Operational

Plan. “Treatments were deliber-
ately timed using detailed local
forecasts and real-time monitor-
ing by winter service inspectors,
with gritting and snow-ploughing
commencing as rainfall turned to
snow. “Crews worked throughout
the event to keep the key road net-
work operational.

“We have had a number of bins
reported as being empty and are
currently working on them being
replenished.”
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New town hub
is one that we
can all bank on

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.
com

DROITWICH has cele-
brated the opening of a
banking hub after public
pressure followed the
closure of all the town’s
bank branches.

A special opening ceremo-
ny for the hub on St Andrews
Square was held last Friday,
attended by local dignitaries
and the key players behind
its opening.

Banking hubs are high
street banks working togeth-
er to bring shared cash and
banking services to the com-
munity.

The Droitwich hub offers
all normal banking services,
except for foreign exchange,
which is available at the post
office. Each national bank is
on hand at the hub one-day-

News in brief

a-week for further banking
discussions.

Droitwich Spa was recom-
mended for a banking hub
after its last remaining bank
branch, Santander, would be
closing.

Banking hubs are operated
by Cash Access UK and the
Post Office and are assessed
for eligibility by LINK, which
runs the nation’s cashpoint
network.

They protect residents
and business owners’ right
to access to cash and other
financial banking services
when retail banks shut up
shop.

Droitwich MP Nigel
Huddleston said: “With the
recent closures of several
bank branches, this hub
brings essential face-to-face
banking services back into
the town, supported by famil-
iar bank names all under one
roof.

“This has been a real com-

munity effort and my thanks
go to the Droitwich Spa
Place Board, town, district
and county councillors, Cash
Access UK and the banks
involved for workmg so hard
to make it happen.”

He added it was impor-
tant residents and businesses
used the hub so the vital serv-
ices remained long-term.

Coun Dan Birch, who was
at the banking hub open-
ing, added: “Well done to the
whole Droitwich Spa com-
munity, who have made this
happen.

“It was thanks to the level
of public pressure that all of
you helped apply that this
has happened.”

He added, with a minimum
10-year lease, banking facili-
ties are guaranteed in the
town for the next decade.

Dignitaries celebrate the

opening of the banking
hub in St Andrews Square.
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POLICE officers
searching for a miss-
ing Droitwich man
have discovered his
body in Bromsgrove.

Andrew  Phillips,
who was reported
missing from his
home in September,
was discovered
on December 22 in
Stoke Prior.

His family were
informed at the time
and formal identifica-
tion has now taken
place.

Andrew’s  family
have requested for
their privacy to be
respected at this dif-
ficult time.

His death is not
being treated as sus-
picious.

THE 318 Bromsgrove to Stourbridge
bus service is again serving
Belbroughton after the reopening of
the High Street following a gas leak.

The Kev's Cars and Coaches operated
service had been diverted away from the
village recently while gas company Cadent
repaired the leak in the High Street.

A spokesperson for the bus company
said: “Our 318 Bromsgrove to Stourbridge
service is now serving Belbroughton again,
and at this time (Wednesday), we have no
service issues to report.”

THE OWNER OF a bus company

has praised the first-class’ job by

Worcestershire County Council in
gritting of roads in Bromsgrove District dur-
ing Storm Goretti.

The praise comes from the owner of
Kev’s Cars and Coaches, Kevin Nind, after
strong winds, rain and snow had battered
Bromsgrove last weekend.

Mr Nind said: “Credit where credit’s due,

the gritting of roads within the Bromsgrove
District early last Friday and again on the
Saturday, was first-class.

“Specifically, the roads in Catshill and
around Bromsgrove train station in Aston
Fields, which we run our services on, were
perfect.”

Last week, Mr Nind called for
Worcestershire Highways to grit all the
county’s bus routes after his firm's 318
Bromsgrove to Stourbridge service
encountered difficulties on Dark Lane and
St Kenelm’s Road in Romsley, during
freezing temperatures last week.

Worcestershire County Council said, in
response, it was not possible to grit every
road and that, while the council focused
on important routes, gritting routes were
reviewed every year.

Mr Nind added: “I should say that we still
encountered difficulties in Romsley during
Storm Goretti, but elsewhere within the
district, the roads were perfect.”
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Bromsgrove
District Council
chairman, Coun
Samuel Evans,
with Andy
Bennett, the
High Sheriff of
Worcestershire,
lan Smith, and
Coun Sam
Ammar. s

Foundation’s

COMMUNITY leaders from Worcestershire
have visited the HB9 Harry Bennett
Foundation ahead of its sixth anniversary.

The foundation was set up in memory of
Harry, from Bromsgrove, who died from sep-
sis at the age of 16 on January 17, 2020.

During their visit, Ian Smith, the High
Sheriff of Worcestershire, Coun Samuel
Evans, Chairman of Bromsgrove Council and
Coun Sam Ammar spent time learning about
HB9’s work across the district. The founda-
tion supports local young people and sports
teams to help them access sporting opportu-
nities which provide benefits to physical and
mental wellbeing.

Harry’s passing had a profound impact on
his family, friends and the South Bromsgrove
High School community.

His parents, Andy and Yvette Bennett,
established the foundation to ensure his
legacy continued in a way that reflected what
mattered most to him.

The charity also offers financial support
for equipment, training and help establishing
new clubs and teams.

NGE Liy;
=y POWER of 1

anniversary

The charity is named in tribute to Harry’s
passion for sport and his iconic shirt number
9, worn as a centre forward in football and a
scrum half in rugby.

Andy said: “As we remember Harry and
mark six years since we lost him, this visit
meant a great deal.

“We'’re grateful for the encouragement
shown and for the support in helping us
spread the word about HB9 so more local
people can benefit from the lasting legacy
Harry left behind.”

Tan Smith, High Sheriff of Worcestershire,
said: “It was a very special visit.

“I loved hearing how Harry’s family has
turned the most heartbreaking tragedy for
any parent into a force for good, supporting
a wide variety of people, helping them ben-
efit from the power of sport and the life long
bonds it creates.

“It was a privilege to meet Andy and learn
about the legacy of his remarkable boy.”

Anyone wanting to support the founda-
tion, can visit: justgiving.com/hb9 to make
a donation.
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Classic musical
is school’s next

THE SOUNDS of jazz, the spray of splurge
guns and the spirit of the Roaring 20s
will take over St Augustine’s Catholic
High School in Redditch next month.

In a spectacular celebration of talent and
school history, the students will present
their production of the classic musical Bugsy
Malone.

This year marks the
50th anniversary of the
original 1976 film, and St
Augustine’s is pulling out
all the stops to honour
that legacy.

Set in 1920s New
York, the show follows
the rivalry between two
gang bosses, Fat Sam
and Dandy Dan, while
the titular Bugsy Malone
tries to win the heart
of the aspiring starlet,
Blousey Brown.

This is the school’s
20th annual production
and, alongside Bugsy
Malone, it has staged
classic shows such as
Oliver, Fame, Grease,
Return to the Forbidden
Planet, School of Rock,
Little Shop of Horrors,
Into the Woods and
Sister Act.

Headteacher Luke Payton said the stage
provided lessons not always found in a text-
book.

“The performing arts are central to our mis-
sion of developing the whole child.

“Beyond the incredible entertainment value,

these productions build confidence, resilience
and a sense of belonging.

“In the 50th anniversary year of this iconic
story, seeing our students collaborate and
shine on stage is a testament to the dedication
we foster here at St Augustine’s.”

The production features a massive cast and
crew, from lead actors perfecting their Bronx
accents to the technical
team managing the infa-
mous splurge effects.

Under the guidance of
the school’s performing
arts department, stu-
dents have spent months
rehearsing complex
choreography and clas-
sic songs including ‘Bad
Guys’ and ‘You Give a
Little Love’.

Dr Chris Long, direc-
tor of Performing Arts,
who has overseen the
production, said: “Bugsy
Malone is the ultimate
ensemble piece.

“It requires
comedic timing
immense energy.

“Celebrating the film’s
50th anniversary with
this particular group of
students has been a joy -
they have embraced the ‘speakeasy’ style with
such professionalism.

“It’s a high-octane show that truly showcas-
es the depth of talent we have in Redditch.”

The show runs at 7pm on February 20, 21,
and 22 at St Augustine’s Catholic High School
Theatre.

sharp
and

Mid Week Roast on a

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

—

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

rThursday £12.25
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Obi’s on the road to recovery
after i mJury dramaf

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A DOG'’S life was saved thanks
to emergency vets after a stick
pierced his stomach.

The vet team at the Blaise
Veterinary Referral Hospital in
Longbridge, Birmingham, admitted
him when the wood was found pro-
truding him after he had been play-
ing in the garden.

Owners Robert Clarke and Katie
Luckman, from Kidderminster,
called Obi in from the garden to go
on a shopping trip when they spot-
ted the stick (pictured).

Obi was transferred to the special-
ist team at IVC Evidensia's Blaise
Referrals after an initial assess-
ment at a local first opinion vet in
Kidderminster.

The state-of-the-art specialist-led
multi-disciplinary referral hospital
offers 24-hour emergency and criti-
cal care.

An urgent operation was sched-
uled there but then vet Lara
Dempsey discovered the wood was
making its way out, not in, This
meant five-year-old springer spaniel
had actually swallowed the stick,
possibly months earlier.

Despite the life-threatening risk
of peritonitis with the skewer hav-
ing pierced the stomach, the dog
had shown few symptoms and has
since made a remarkable recovery
after the procedure.

Katie said: “As I slipped his lead

over his neck, we suddenly saw this
sticking out.

“It was protruding really clearly,
and we thought he’d maybe fallen
onto something, and it had stuck
in. But we keep the garden tidy
and couldn’t think how it had hap-
pened.

“Although there wasn’t any bleed-
ing, we knew we needed help right
away and took him straight to out
vets.”

Vet Lara, a specialist in small ani-
mal surgery soft tissue, said: “This
was a really unusual case as Obi was
mainly asymptomatic - apart from
him not gaining weight despite a
normal appetite.

“However, the stick had perforat-
ed through the stomach and spleen.
Despite that, Obi was still bright
and trying to bounce around when
he came in. We suggested blood
tests and CT imaging, but they were
keen to just proceed with the sur-

gery straight away.”

But, after noticing how the stick
got there, she added: “There wasn’t
much abdominal fluid, and I could
see the stick had perforated through
the stomach, skewered the spleen
and then exited the left abdominal
wall.

“We opened up the stomach to
remove it and, as the spleen had
been severely damaged, I had to
do a splenectomy. I debrided and
closed the abdominal wall on the
inside, but left it open on the out-
side to allow it to heal.”

After the 90-minute procedure,
Obi was kept in overnight for obser-
vation but was showing huge signs
of recovery by the time his owners
picked him up the following day.

Robert added: “He was running

round crazy and was immediately &

back to his old self when we got him
home, playing with our cat.

“He started to put on weight
again very quickly, but we’d never
have thought the fact he hadn’t
gained weight before was because
he had this in him.

“We're just so grateful to the team
at Blaise for all they were able to do
for him.”

Lara said the stick perforating
the stomach led to peritonitis which
could be life-threatening.

“Obi’s body had managed to wall
off the stick, which is why he didn’t
show any obvious signs.

“Having had such damage to his
organs and the stick in him for so
long, Obi was very lucky.”

Obi, seen with owner Robert Clark, has made a full recovery. s
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Whére’s best for

A PUB of the Year competition
organised by Bromsgrove MP
Bradley Thomas is returning for
2026.

Pubs and bars across the dis-
trict can nominate themselves to
be in the running for the top title.

The Pub of the Year contest
proved extremely popular in its
inaugural outing after its launch
last year.

The event celebrates the contri-
bution pubs make to the economy
and local communities.

Last year, 18 pubs from across
the town and surrounding villages
took part, and almost 1,000 votes

were cast by local residents.

Mr Thomas said: “Pubs in
Bromsgrove and the villages are
at the heart of our communities
where we eat, drink and meet
friends and family.

“It remains a challenging time
for our pubs, so it’s vital we cel-
ebrate the contribution they make
- not just to our economy, but to
our communities too.

“Pubs are under more pressure
than ever before with hospital-
ity venues facing a hike in busi-
ness rates after the Budget in
November.

“I look forward to receiving

Bromsgrove
MP Bradley
Thomas is
holding his
Pub of the
Year competi-
tion after last
year’s suc-
cessful inau-
gural event. s

a welcome pint?

your nominations and to once
again celebrating our pubs.”
Bremi’s in Aston Fields was
crowned Bromsgrove and the vil-
lage’s Pub of the Year in 2025.
Social Sticks on Station Street
finished in second place and
Bayley’s of Bromsgrove on
Worcester Road came third.
Pubs can visit: bradleythomas.
org.uk/bromsgrove-and-villages-
pub-year-competition to nominate
themselves.
The public vote will open on
Thursday, February 6, after the
nominations close.
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MP supports
‘turning point’
railway bill

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore
has backed the Government’s
Railways Bill in the House of
Commons, describing it as “the
most significant reform of our
railways in a generation” and a
major step towards more reliable,
integrated rail services for local
passengers.

Speaking during the Commons
Chamber debate, the MP drew on his
experience as a regular commuter, a
lifelong railway enthusiast, a member
of the ASLEF parliamentary group and
his involvement with local rail user
groups to highlight how the current
fragmented system is failing passen-
gers in communities like Redditch.

He told the House of Commons that,
just last week, passengers in Redditch
had faced every morning service being
cancelled because of poor weather,
underscoring the urgent need for
reform.

The Railways Bill will bring track
and train back together under a new
publicly owned body, Great British
Railways, ending the current frag-
mented structure and creating a single
organisation responsible for perform-
ance, reliability and long-term plan-
ning.

Chris Bloore MP said: “For too

long, passengers have suffered from a
fragmented railway system, with split
responsibilities, inconsistent priori-
ties and no clear accountability. “My
constituents in Redditch know exactly
what that looks like when services are
cancelled and reliability falls apart.

“This Bill is a turning point. It
brings track and train together under
one organisation, restoring the princi-
ple that our railways should operate as
a single, integrated system that puts
passengers first.”

Mr Bloore highlighted that the cur-
rent system involves up to 17 sepa-
rate organisations with overlapping
responsibilities, creating confusion
for passengers and inefficiency for
taxpayers.

He said the creation of Great British
Railways would simplify fares and
ticketing, introduce stronger account-
ability and improve both passenger
and freight services.

He added: “This is about building a
railway that works as one system, with
long-term planning, modern ticketing
and real public accountability.

“Alongside investment in the
Midlands Rail Hub and the freeze on
rail fares, the Bill lays the founda-
tions for a railway that works for
passengers and the staff who keep the
network running.”

JOHNSONS

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT GREAT DAY OUT

'Club Class' Extra Legroom or Luxury Traveller Coaches.
Entrance and Admission Charges included.
Depart from 38 local Boarding Points with reserved seating.

Cambridge

Mon 16 Feb 2026

Shropshire

Bristol

Wed 18 Feb 2026

Peterborough

Thur 19 Feb 2026

Covent Garden

‘ S T
Fri 20 Feb 2026

Tue 17 Feb 2026
|__£32pp | T
London Liverpool

Sun 22 Feh 2026

& So much more on offer!

Call our Reservations Team on 01564 510 037

oNE rrrce -

Travel with Johnsens - 1,

JOHNSsONS

” COACH HoLIDAYS

e —_——
LR O e

EXPRESS EXCURSsIONS

ONE 80AR0ING poiny

BRAND NEW!
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COACH HOLIDAYS

EXPRESS EXCURSIONS

TODAY

Don't Hesitate - Get
Booking Today!
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by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

CONTROVERSIAL plans
have been lodged for 47
homes on green belt land
next to Belbroughton CofE
Primary School.

Spitfire Homes has submitted
a hybrid planning application
to develop a 2.07-hectare site
accessed from Bradford Lane.

The plan includes a full planning
application for 46 homes and an
outline application for a self-build
plot.

Spitfire Homes said half of the
homes would be affordable and
they would include two, three, four
and five-bed properties.

Vehicle access would be from
Bradford Lane and pedestrian
access would link the northern
edge of the site with a public right
of way north of the school.

The site is in the green belt south
of the village, with Belbroughton
CofE Primary School nearby,
immediately north-west. The devel-
opment is just beyond the bound-
ary of Belbroughton Conservation
Area. Many objections have been

 submitted. One mum, whose ehil.|

dren go to Belbroughton CofE
primary school, said residents liv-
ing directly by the school already
complained regularly about school
traffic and parking, adding the
infrastructure, as it stood, would
not cope with further housing.

Another woman added there
were already difficulties with larger
vehicles, such as delivery vans and
lorries, getting stuck on the school
road.

She added: “Another concern
would be the proximity of this
development to the conservation
area in Belbroughton.

“Up until now, development has
been confined to smaller infill sites,
which are more in keeping with the
character of the village.

“This larger development so
close to the church and historic
centre would undermine the char-
acter of the conservation area.”

In planning documents, Spitfire
said: “The vision is to create a
high-quality, mixed tenure hous-
ing development that meets Local
Authority requirements, deliv-
ers an integrated and sustaina-
ble neighbourhood, and reflects
Belbroughton’s historic village
character and settlement-edge

| I AR 2TV
location. “The site has been care-
fully designed to fit around the
school’s boundaries, ensuring pri-
vacy for the school and new and
current residents.

“The design process has been
informed by a detailed understand-
ing of the local context, ensur-
ing the development is sensitive
to the character and heritage of
Belbroughton and the surrounding
conservation area.”

The developer added the design
was sensitive and aimed to deliver
a high-quality, sustainable neigh-
bourhood that enhanced the sur-
rounding area while providing a
safe and secure environment for
residents and visitors.

And it said new pedestrian routes
linking with an existing footpath
supported and encouraged active
travel.

“In conclusion, this proposal
aligns with all relevant planning
policies relating to design - includ-
ing those concerning scale, mass-
ing, height, privacy, amenity, con-
nectivity, landscaping, and archi-
tectural character.”
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Everyone Welcome for a chat

Residents en|oy|ng time at the Chatty Cafe. s

A CARE home in Redditch is invit-
ing members of the local commu-
nity to come together for its weekly
Chatty Cafe.

The friendly and relaxed social
gathering - every Wednesday from
10.30am to 12.30pm in Milicroft's
cafe room - is designed to bring
people closer, reduce loneliness
and create meaningful connec-
tions.

The weekly event offers an infor-
mal setting where people can catch
up with old friends, meet new faces
and enjoy a sense of community.

Visitors are treated to a selection
of homemade cakes, along with a
drink of their choice.

Whether popping in for a quick
chat or staying for the full session,
everyone is encouraged to relax,

socialise and feel at home.

By opening its doors each week,
the home aims to create a wel-
coming space which is inclusive,
friendly and accessible to all.

Lyndsay Sard, Millcroft Care
Home manager, said: “Our Chatty
Cafe is all about bringing people
together in a warm and welcoming
environment.

“We know how important social
connection is for wellbeing and
these sessions give people the
chance to enjoy good conversa-
tion, great company and some
lovely treats.

“We’re always delighted to wel-
come members of the local com-
munity and hope the Chatty Cafe
becomes a regular highlight in peo-
ple’s weekly routines.”

!

HAVE A 10 YEAR

INSURANCE
BACKED
L LULTV

Due to our customer frigndly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and lifle overheads
BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

89 415171 07729 589239 www.bilimooreswindowsanddoors.co.uk
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
UALITY BRANDS FOR LESS

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch Smotor Mcumiene

COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home. CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

» Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours

* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort

== « Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
= Service

* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds x

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
 Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
» Fantastic fabric and headboard options
» Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE - offering honest advice and personal attention FAST, HASSLE-FREE DELIVERY - Delivery often within 24 hours, with free setup
you can trust. and installation.

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR COMFORT & STYLE - Furniture, beds, and mobility items  PROUD BRITISH BRANDS - Supplying trusted names like Celebrity, Sherborne,
chosen for quality and lasting comfort. Highgrove, and Adjust-A-Bed.

TRUSTED & RELIABLE - Built on honesty, value, and a reputation WE COME T0 YOU - Home visits available by appointment - we bring our
you can rely on.

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT
CHOICE OF SEAT DEPTH

¢“Another Great ¢CFirst Class Service

Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service! T O
Fantastic — Q

99 - r
Products! ADJUST-A-BED

(L.H. Sept 2025) B S More Than Just A Bed. .

¢Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!>®

(CB August 2025)

Free parking | Free local Delivery, Installation &
Disposal Available | Family-run for over 35 years
v, ‘(1 ,0pen 7 days! Monday to Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm | Sundays 10:30am - 4:30pm

L 01905 796507 | 2 info@svfonline.co.uk
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH SPA WRS 8EJ

again. Very

reasonable prices

for good quality

furniture. Quick

delivery.

Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly
Recommend them’

(MQ July 2025)
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
JANUARY SALE NOW ON

Your Local Famlly-Run Retaller for Over 30 Years
¢ ooy | | '

Winter Offer

3FOR2 ;;

Three seat sofa for the
price of a two seat sofa

Offer valid from Sth January to 31st January 2026,
W FIND OUT MORE

WINTER SALE

KING SIZE FOR THE PRICE OF A DOUBLE
SUPER KING FOR THE PRICE OF A KING

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ
t. 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
FREE INSTALLATION x FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
DISPOSAL AVAILABLE ﬁ 5 % % % % % GOOGLE REVIEWS
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Worcestershire has been
given a green rating in the
government’s traffic light
map for local authority

roaa iairs. s
il

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

WORCESTERSHIRE is am-
ong the top council areas
for for spending government
money on road repairs.

A new ‘traffic light’ map of the
UK, based on current road condi-
tions, looks at how local authorities
fix potholes and invest in long-term
road maintenance.

It shows which local highways
authorities (LHAs) are excelling at
road repairs and which ones ‘could
do better’.

‘While much of the country is
the ‘amber’ middle category,
Worcestershire is ‘green’.

The map shows the government
considers the county council is
demonstrating ‘best practice’ such

as investing in more long-term pre-
ventative measures, rather than just
‘patching up potholes’.

The government has invested mil-
lions into funding local authority
road repairs.

The data was produced for
‘national pothole day’.

Transport secretary Heidi Alex-
ander said: “For too long drivers
in the West Midlands have paid the
price because our roads were left to
deteriorate.

“I have heard, time and again,
their frustration on footing the bill
because they hit a pothole — money
they should never have to spend in
the first place.

“We've put our money where our
mouth is, increasing funding in the
West Midlands with £800million
to fix roads and giving them the
long-term certainty they have been
asking for.

“Now it’s over to them to spend
the money wisely and, for the first
time we are making sure the public
can see how well local highway
authorities are doing in deliver-
ing the improvements they want
to see.

Record

“This government’s record invest-
ment will save drivers money on
repairs, make roads safer and help
restore pride in our communities.”

Statistics show pothole-related
car repair bills average around
£320 and can run into thousands.

The government says its record
£7.3billion national investment for
local road maintenance is enough
for LHASs to renew and improve tens
of thousands of miles of roads.

The red, amber, green ratings are
based on three key areas: road con-

county road repairs

dition, how much LHAs are spend-
ing on repairs and whether they are
following best practice.

Red-rated LHAs will get support
to bring them in line with best prac-
tice, backed by £300,000 worth
of expert planning and capability
assistance. The support programme
will include peer reviews, with
experts helping improve processes
and providing practical advice.

Edmund King, AA president and
founding member of the Pothole
Partnership, welcomed the gov-
ernment scheme, adding it would
‘hold local highways authorities to
account’ and help to promote the
Pothole Partnership objective of
more proactive, permanent repairs.

Caroline Julian, brand and
engagement director of British
Cycling, and founding member of
the Pothole Partnership, said: “For
cyclists, potholes are far more than
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an annoyance. One unexpected
impact can cause a serious crash,
life changing injury or, in the worst
cases, a fatality.

“Safe riding depends on safe
roads, and a smooth, well-main-
tained surface isn’t a luxury for
cyclists; it’s essential for their safe-
ty.
“This new mapping tool is a step
forward.

“It gives riders clear insight into
how well their council is maintain-
ing the routes they rely on every
day whilst holding decision makers
to account.”

We contacted Worcestershire
County Council for its reaction to
the ratings but no-one was available
at the time of going to press.

People can visit: gov.uk and
search for ‘road maintenance rat-
ings map’ to see the map and find
out more.

THE

BROMSGROVE

PREP -

WINTERFOLD WAY

nurturing curiosity and building confidence - naturally

Amazing opportunities for children aged 2 to 13
01562 777234 admissions@winterfoldhouse.co.uk

www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

PRE-PREP -«

OPEN
MORNING

Friday 30th January

Come and see us in action
contact admissions to arrange a
time for your visit

NURSERY

LOOKING FOR A

GOOD WOMAN
TO MARRY

BETWEEN AGE OF 40 to 87

Seeking nice woman between 40 to 87 with
view to marriage. Only sincere persons.

— peterdavis1996firm@engineer.com
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give your kitchen
a fresh NEW LOOK

Joe’s DoOrsS & overlays

At Joe's Doors, we specialise in transforming
kitchens without the disruption, stress, or sky-
high cost of a full renovation. By replacing your
existing doors, panels, and trims, we give your
kitchen a stunning new look that feels like a
complete miracle. Most transformations are
completed in just two days, and there’s no need
to empty your cupboards.

* No mess, no fuss - just beautiful results
* Most fitted in as little as two days

* Wide range of designs to suit any style
* Custom-made to fit your existing units
* Quality materials, expert workmanship
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* % NOW AVAILABLE **

BUY NOW PAY LATER

Upgrade your kitchen with flexible payments.
Just a 10% deposit - nothing more to pay until 2027.

CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS

seamlessly over your existing
surfaces, delivering a luxury
finish.

Why choose Quartzize?

« Timeless and elegant design
+ Non-porous and hygienic
* Incredibly easy to maintain

We're here to help you create a space
you'll love — with a more wow factor.

Whether you're going for a fresh, contemporary
vibe or something timeless and traditional, we have
hundreds of options to help you.

Complete your transformation with a Quartzize
natural stone overlay — the smart, stylish way
to update your worktops without the hassle of
removing them. These elegant stone overlays fit

+/ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢/ FITTED INA DAY ORTWO ¢ MAD| MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Book your completely free, no-obligation
consultation with Joe’s Doors today.

Why replace your worktops when this unique
quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:
» Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

« Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

[ i iégwm‘z‘
M B 1.:".":!?'!.’

Our fitters will come back and
transform your kitchen.

“Subject to status: Terms and candiions apply.

QUARTZIZE

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

-I We'll pop along and take 2

Choose from our range of 3
some measurements...

doors and worktops...

FREE SURVEY
FREE DESIGN
FREE QUOTE
FULLY FITTED
NATIONWIDE

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience. Family-run business.
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LEFT: The talented Star Project cast of Grease ‘Young at Part’ and (ABOVE) in

For those ready for the next stage

A WORCESTERSHIRE based the-
atre school has launched its very
own professional company to help
young performers take their first
steps into the world of theatre.

The Star Project, founded in 2006,
runs four musical theatre schools
across the county in Barnt Green,
Cofton Hackett, Droitwich and
Worcester.

Its dedicated team, all with profes-
sional industry backgrounds, pride
themselves on nurturing confidence
and creativity in children aged four to
18 whilst building their musical thea-
tre skills. Now the school has launched

The Star Project Young Company, its
first professional company, made up
of 14 talented performers who suc-
cessfully auditioned for their place.

The programme operates at an
advanced level and is designed to
help students progress into the pro-
fessional theatre industry.

The Star Project Young Company
operates as a not-for-profit organisa-
tion, reinvesting all income into train-
ing and productions, while ensuring
its young artists are fairly paid for
their professional work.

Their first professional event will
be an immersive dinner-theatre expe-

rience in January 2026, which the
students will choreograph and stage
themselves, with the support of their
in-house theatre director and leader
of The Star Project Young Company,
Sarah Wynen.

“We are lucky to have such a tal-
ented group,” Sarah said.

“And we were blown away by eve-
ryone who attended the auditions.
Because our first performance is a
realistic interactive piece, we're doing
a lot of work around exploring our
characters, the physicality of them
and their traits, voices and accents.

“So far in rehearsals we've been

fostering a company spirit which is
all about working together rather
than competing against each other.
Each member has been really think-
ing about what unique things they
can offer. Our role is to nurture their
talents and we're so proud of all our
students, we know they will thrive as
a professional company.”

The Star Project director and
founder, Jo Payne added: “Every child
at our school has the opportunity
to perform at a high level and build
skills, memories and friendships that
last a lifetime.

“I am so thrilled to launch our first

professional theatre company. This
initiative is dedicated to our elite
members who have excelled in their
fields under the age of 18.

“We aim to provide them with the
opportunity to become young pro-
fessionals and artists, offering the
chance to be paid as young artists
within the non-profit organisation we
have established.

“We know our chosen company
members will be excellent role mod-
els for our younger students and
will help us to continue to grow as
a cornerstone of youth theatre in
Worcestershire.”

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Irect

loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

<+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

<+ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

| | Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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A NEW CHAPTER OF CARE,
COMFORT & CONNECTION

AT COFTON PARK MANOR LUXURY CARE HOME

Step into the new year with a renewed sense of purpose and wellbeing.

Our beautifully designed home and dedicated care team ensure
that our residents enjoy meaningful moments, every day.

Book your private tour today, and find out more about our all-inclusive® package:

0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Cofton Park Manor, 466 Lickey Road, Cofton Hackett, B45 8UU

H

HAMBERLEY

CARE HOMES

*Terms and conditions apply.
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Community-minded
volunteers can help
the justice system

The government wants more magistrates

by Erica Murphy-Hogg

MAGISTRATES are wanted
in Worcestershire as part of a
national recruitment campaign.

The Government, which launched the
drive, is looking to recruit thousands
of new magistrates to achieve swifter
Jjustice for victims.

All magistrates are volunteers who
often do not have any prior legal experi-
ence and continue their full-time employ-
ment alongside their volunteering.

Local paramedic James Harper, 27,
has been a magistrate since 2023.

He said: “Most people are surprised
this is a volunteer role but that’s what
makes it so special.

“Anyone can step up and make a real
difference in their local community.”

James added: “You just need an open
mind, sound judgement, and the ability
to work as part of a team.

“Training and expert legal advisers
support you every step of the way.”

Every decision is made as a team of
magistrates, to ensure a balanced con-
sideration of cases.

James also noted how his volunteer-
ing had transformed his confidence and
showed how volunteers had the chance
to better themselves.

To be a magistrate you need to be 18
and over and would be expected to dedi-
cate a minimum of 13 days per year (or
26 half days) to sitting on cases.

The launch of the campaign follows the
announcement, in December, that mag-
istrates will play a greater part in deliv-
ering justice as part of the government’s
response to Sir Leveson’s Independent
Review of Criminal Courts.

Magistrates, in the coming months,
will hear more cases as defendants will
lose the ability to elect for a trial by jury
for minor offences.

Magistrates will also gain the power to
sentence offenders to up to 18 months
in prison, with an option for that to be
extended to 24 months, in the future.

At the minute, around 90 per cent of
all criminal cases conclude at magis-
trates’ courts, with that proportion pre-
dicted to rise under the government’s
plans.

Deputy prime minister David Lammy
MP said: “Magistrates play a vital role in
our court system.

“We need more people of every age
and background to volunteer not just to
deliver justice but to serve and repre-
sent their local communities.

“Volunteering to become a magistrate
can make a real difference to your life
and the lives of others — that’s why I'm
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calling on the public to apply and play.
your part.”

Magistrates, in their first year,
receive robust training and
an experienced mentor to
develop their skills and
legal knowledge.

The Ministry of Justice
is looking for volunteers
who have good commu-
nication skills, fairness
and the ability to see
the nuances in argu-
ments.

Icanbeamagistrate.
co.uk offers more
information
about becoming
a magistrate in
Worcestershire
and visitors to the
site can register
their interest in
the role.

James
Harper vol-
unteers as a
magistrate in
the county.

The New
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WESTON-SUPER-MARE

Monday 26" January - Friday 30*" January
Monday 2™ February - Friday 6" February
Monday 9* February - Friday 13* February
Monday 16 February - Friday 20*" February
Monday 23" February - Friday 27* February
Monday 2™ March - Friday 6" March

Monday 9" March - Friday 13*" March
Monday 23" March - Friday 27*" March

MID WEEK WINTER WARMERS

All include four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Halel

Amazing
Offers

Up To
25%
OFF

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH

FREE BAR

Was £249 NOW £199pp Friday 30" January - Monday 2" February Was £249 NOW £199pp
Was £249 NOW £199pp Friday 6" February - Monday 9*" February  Was £249 NOW £204pp
Was £249 NOW £204pp Friday 20" February - Monday 23" February Was £259 NOW £212pp
Was £259 NOW £209pp Friday 27*" February - Monday 2™ March Was £259 NOW £219pp
Was£265 NOW £215pp Friday 13*" March - Monday 16*" March Was £265 NOW £219pp
Was £265 NOW £219pp Friday 20" March - Monday 23" March Was £269 NOW £222pp
Was £269 NOW £225pp Friday 27*" March - Monday 30" March Was £269 NOW £230pp
Was £279 NOW £236pp Friday 3" April - Monday 6% April (Easter) NOW £269pp

Allinclude three nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm & optional coach travel

Was £315

—

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk




The Standard, Friday January 16, 2026 PAGE 17

SA j Y CARPETWISE
' - CURTAINWISE - FURNITUREWISE

SAVE ) A Stratford2u4p‘<,)vnh::/fo|:rz1°agv3'7’w(’)AD
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up to
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Sofa Across the}Showroom
NOW from ‘
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) JINP\/ : r " leather

«

b e —
FREE estimating & quotations Novund

EXPER'ENCED Interest free ~

: i finance now
flooring fitters alieble

= Ask omember

%
O AVE A@@ STOCK CARPETS
?\-“5\,30 ,\ % from £8.99 persan

BIG )("R T&Cs apply -
SYANALLCERS

on corner and
chaise sofas SECEE . ;
I ” Also
from £1 ,1 59 available
rrp £1,359 / asa
Sofa

o

THERE'S MORE IN STORE FOR LESS
across all our departments

' MADE i HYPNOS
/MEASURE . M FANTASTIC Pillowtop
Curtains, 3 SAVINGS Mattresses

Soft Fum ing @ "Ml Ask about our for Extra
1 e Comfort

SRR <1 01789 299446
“ www.carpetwise.net

Visit our Showroom:
Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 17.00

FREE Parking right outside
‘ﬁﬂ RA S AVl N GS *For Extra Discount Terms & Conditions, please visit:

elegied ranges https:/lwww.carpetwise.net/extra-saving-terms-and-conditions-2026/

For quick delivery
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SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

Gateley staff
celebrate
extending their
after-school club
‘partnershijp. s

E:Lnnghmlgc
Cladding 3 Rooflng Lid
Nlosnmans I

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@
A bullivantmedia.com

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local

company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

TWO Redditch after-
school clubs will be
funded by profes-
| sional services group
Gateley.
& The company is bringing
1 back its partnership with
i| the Heart of England Forest
charity for a third year,
supporting its responsible-
business objective of back-
ing sustainability projects.
The partnership sees
Gateley support the char-
ity with its bid to create
a 30,000-acre forest -
equivalent to half the size
of Birmingham - through
woodland maintenance and
tree-planting volunteer-
ing days for its colleagues
across the Midlands.
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Gateley will also contin-
ue to use the partnership
to offer access to green
spaces for disadvantaged
schoolchildren in the region
and this year will include
two Redditch schools: St
George’s CE First School
and Nursery and St Luke’s
CE First School.

Rebecca Sherwin, part-
ner and Birmingham office
head for Gateley, said: “Our
partnership with the Heart
of England Forest has been
built on a shared desire
to protect and restore our
planet.

“As well as supporting
the planting of trees and
the protection of threat-
ened species, we were
particularly proud to
have facilitated access to
nature for Year 4 pupils
from Ark Kings Academy
in Birmingham.

“Our responsible busi-
ness ethos is built on hav-
ing a positive impact on
the communities we serve,
and this is the perfect dem-
onstration of how strategic
partnerships can support
this ambition.”

Fran Bos, senior corpo-
rate partnerships manager, [&
for the Heart of England
Forest, added: “Our col-
laboration with Gateley has
evolved beyond funding —
it’s a genuine partnership
rooted in shared values [

and a drive to make a dif- [&

ference. :

“From inspiring the next
generation through out- f&
door learning to encourag- [§
ing employee volunteering
and wellbeing, it shows
how business and envi-
ronmental organisations
can achieve lasting impact
together.”

-

: ~/“pound for £ ty\\
‘\\\are the best!
A ,

s

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk

Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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Work to

start on

128 new homes

PLANS for 128 affordable homes in
‘Wychbold have been approved.

The 17.3-acre Crown Lane site will see 95
homes built for social rent and allocated to
families on the Wychavon District Council
waiting list.

The remaining 33 homes will be available
through shared ownership.

Work on the new homes is expected to

THE INKBERROW Players’ annual panto-
mime, which this year is Cinderella, gets
under way at the end of this month.
Performances take place at 7.30pm on
January 29, 30 and 31, with a matinee on

begin in the coming months.

The project will be developed by Bromford
with land promoter Richborough, which pro-
gressed the site through planning and secured
approval for the project.

Lyndon Parkes, Bromford’s head of land
and new business, said the firm was delighted
th bring high-quality, affordable homes to
‘Wychbold.

“It’s an area in great need of affordable,
secure, long-term housing options and it's a
huge privilege to be able to deliver that.”

The development will include new pedes-
trian links to make it easier for residents
to walk into the village. green spaces, new
hedgerows, and native planting as part of the
design.

Hannah Deverell, Richborough’s dispos-
als director, added: “This scheme has been
shaped to respond to local character, land-
scape setting and community need.

“We're pleased to see it progressing with a
partner committed to high-quality, affordable
provision.”

Matthew Barker, partner at property con-
sultants Fisher German, said: “This proposal
represents a logical and well-considered vil-
lage extension and we’re pleased to have
helped unlock its potential for much-needed
affordable homes to this area.”

Bromford workers at the site of the
new Wychbold affordable homes. s

the January 31 at 2.30pm at Inkberrow
Village Hall.

Tickets are available from: ticketsource.
co.uk/inkberrow-players/e-gpxmzk or from
Simply Fresh on the High Street.
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hen 17-year-old student, Casey, from

Lichfield first noticed her shoulder
blade sticking out with discomfort, she
knew something wasn’t right and alerted
her parents.
Her sister, Mikaela, 16, experienced similar issues. A
visit to the doctor and x-ray results confirmed that
both sisters had scoliosis — a three-dimensional
curvature of the spine. They were referred for
treatment and both required spinal surgery.
“The hardest thing before surgery” Casey
remembers, “was sitting up for a long period during
exams — it was a struggle.” Her sister, Mikaela
added, “my shoulder blade just wouldn’t sit
comfortably on a chair.”
The family opted for private healthcare, and their
consultant introduced them to The Woodlands Suite
— Private Care at The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital in
Birmingham. What felt overwhelming at first soon
became manageable. From the start, the team at The
Woodlands Suite went out of their way to make the
experience less daunting. “They treated us royally
and even nicknamed us ‘The Scoli Sisters” during our
hospital stay,” Casey remembers with a smile.
The Woodlands Suite at The Royal Orthopaedic
Hospital offers dual consultant operating for complex
spinal deformity, where two Consultant Surgeons
work together to deliver the safest and best possible
outcome for patients. This is performed in
combination with skilled specialised Anaesthetic
Consultants. All of this made it possible for Casey
and Mikaela to have their surgeries on the same day.
Consultant Surgeons, Mr Jones and Mr McKay
performed the surgeries, and Consultant
Anaesthetist, Dr Da Silva provided medical care and
optimised post-operative pain control.

The Woodlands Suite

Private Care at The Royal
Orthopaedic Hospital

ADVERTISEMENT

Standing tall and walking in confidence -
Casey and Mikaela's scoliosis j lournev

r&”

Sisters Casey (left) and Mikaela (right) in
The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital gardens.

Recovery was quicker than the family expected.
Older sister, Casey, was back at sixth form college in
just two weeks, sitting A-level exams just eight
weeks after surgery. Both sisters noticed positive
changes post-surgery too. “I have fewer aches, and
I’'m much taller now. | grew three inches after
surgery!” said Casey. “Our clothes fit so much better
now,” added Mikaela.

The sisters’ mum, Kerry summed up the family’s
experience: “We honestly couldn’t have asked for
more than what we received at The Woodlands
Suite.”

Read more about Casey and Mikaela’s journey and
find out about our services at rohprivatecare.co.uk

or call 0121 685 4010.

The Royal
Orthopaedic Hospital

NHS Foundation Trust

(ANY STARTER ANY MAIN ANY

DESSERT)

Monday - Saturday 12-2pm 5-8pm

’/> £14 Mon-Sat

" £10.95 12-
TEL: 01562 777247

THE FOX INN

|
|
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u
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3 COURSE MAIN MENU

MONDAY MADNESS
2 COURSE CARVERY

» FISH & CHIPS FRIDAY

£10.95

SPM

WEBSITE: WWW.THEFOXINNCHADDESLEY.CO.UK
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reparmg your car for the winter is crucial to ensure

safe and trouble-free driving during the cold and often
challenging weather conditions. Taking a few proactive
steps can make a significant difference in how your vehicle
performs and keeps you and your passengers safe. Here are
some essential tips to get your car ready for winter:

* Check Your Tyres Your
tyres are your car’s only
contact with the road, so
they need to be in excellent
condition. Ensure your tyres
have adequate tread depth
and are properly inflated.
Consider switching to winter
tyres for enhanced traction
on snow and ice.

« Battery Inspection: Cold
weather can put additional
strain on your car’s battery.
Have it tested to ensure
it can handle the cold
temperatures. Replace it if
it's old or showing signs of
weakness.

* Fluids: Check and top off
all essential fluids, including

engine oil, transmission fluid,

coolant, and windscreen
washer fluid. Consider using

winter—grade wnndscreen
washer fluid to prevent
freezing.

* Brakes and Lights:
Ensure your brakes are in
good condition and that
all your lights (headlights,
taillights, brake lights, and
indicators) are working

correctly. Visibility is crucial
during winter driving.

* Heater and Defroster:

Test your car’s heater and
defroster to make sure they
work efficiently. You’ll need
them to keep the interior
warm and maintain clear
visibility.

SERVICES OFFERED

Brakes, Exhausts and Tyres
d Servicing

"AII’ Conditioning
e FIeet‘ContractS

%

,,:“g? e P

Email: info@avancertransport.co.uk

g — e
| e o
TRANSPORT & MaINTENGSNCE LTO

A GARAGE YOU CAN TRUST

TO MAKE SURE YOU & YOUR FAMILY ARE SAFE DRIVING THIS WINTER !

& @éTp»iTestlng, Class’IV‘V'& VI

For the very best personal service, give us a caII today on

01527 523456

Unit 2 Upper Crossgate Road,
Park Farm, Redditch B98 7SR

Martin ﬂllW Mlltlll‘ SEI‘VIBBS

45 years experlence Iocally

* Brakes

* All Aspects of -Motor :Servncing
Diagnostics

* MOTs @£50 (plus a free retest)
Clutches

* Repairs °

Cam Belts

SAFE DRIVING THIS WINTER

Competltlve Prices’ -

&6

...and a few comments from very satlsfled customers:
Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working
around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks

N

Martin

loyd Motor Services

Units 4 & 5, Woodrow Farm,
Woodrow Lane, Catshill,
Bromsgrove, B61 OPL

MHIIENI0121 453 7667
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» Antifreeze: Ensure your
vehicle’s cooling system
has the right concentration
of antifreeze to prevent
freezing. A 50/50 mixture of
coolant and water is typically
recommended.

{# .}‘

* Inspect Belts and
Hoses: Cold temperatures
can weaken belts and hoses.
Look for signs of wear,
cracks, or leaks and replace
them if necessary.

* Wiper Blades: Replace

¥ L] A AW

mtial nrena

old or worn wiper blades with
winter blades designed to
handle snow and ice. Clean
your windscreen thoroughly
to improve visibility.
* Emergency Kit: Equip
your car with a winter
emergency kit, including
items like a torch, blanket,
shovel, ice scraper, jump
cables, and non-perishable
snacks. Also, keep a fully
charged phone and charger
in the car.
Four-Wheel Drive/AWD: If
your car has four-wheel drive
or all-wheel drive, make sure
it’s in good working order.
Understand how to engage
and disengage it properly.
* Tyre Chains: If you live in
an area with heavy snowfall,
it's a good idea to keep tyre

chains in your boot and know
how to install them.

* Tune-Up: Consider getting
a professional tune-up before
winter hits. Mechanics can
identify and address any
potential issues that might
worsen in cold weather.
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ation tips

* Plan for Emergencies:
Familiarise yourself with the
winter driving conditions in
your area, and always check
weather forecasts before
heading out. Be prepared to
change your travel plans if
necessary.

By taking these steps to

prepare your car for winter,

you’ll increase your safety

and minimise the risk of

hreakdowns during the coldest

months. Remember that good
maintenance practices should he

a year-round commitment, but

they hecome even more critical

as winter approaches. Stay safe
on the roads and enjoy a trouble-
free winter driving season.

213‘!7i‘°ﬁﬁleasant Ileddltull BT 4.||:
z0pen | Mﬂmlay eray 8. Illlam li llllnm
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TEST CENTRE

THE HOME OF

£30 MOT’s
IN DROITWICH

Diesel Particulate

Filter
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avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk
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Avon MP backs Tory
‘ SR vOow tO restrict

PROFESSIONAL « RELIABLE « TRUSTED SOCial me dia.

New roofs Flat roof solutions T —

S <% has shown his support for the new
. . . Conservative policy to introduce age
Roof repairs Chimneys rebuilt restrictions on social media.

His party said, if it won the next general

4 * election, it would under-16s

from accessing social media

o H platforms.

Re beddlng Members promise to

follow the example of

Australia, which became the

DRY RIDGES first country to introduce

the policy last month.
i Conservative leader,
FaSC|aS Kemi Badenoch said her
* party would also aim to ban
smartphones in SCh%gl'
= Mr Thomas said: “We must
SOfflts take action to stop children
from being exposed to vio-
* lence, pornography and
. extremist content.
Down pipes “Experts wam this is a
contributing to deteriorat-
F nee 0{101&220"4 - A ZZ W O'Yk Gamed ing mental health, poor
sleep, isolation and knock-
on effects for learning and
behaviour.

“When I met with a local scout group last
year, I was taken aback by how many young
people hated social media, but they are on
there because of peer pressure and fear of
missing out.

“Parents should always be the first line of

defence when it comes to protecting children
and as, Conservatives, we want to give par-
ents the support in doing so.”
He added a future Conservative govern-
ment would introduce age restrictions on
social media platforms for
under-16s to support parents
in protecting their children.

Greater Manchester Mayor
Andy Burnham said he
agreed with ‘a lot of what
Ms Badenoch was saying’ on
social media use.

The restriction would
mean tech companies, such
as TikTok and Snapchat,
would need to ensure they
were using age-verification
methods that would not
require any form of govern-
ment digital ID.

However, this will not
apply to messaging apps
such as WhatsApp.

Mr Thomas added: “Social
media companies need to
take more responsibility for

the effects their platforms are having on
young people.
“This isn’t about freedom of speech.
“Adults will be able to continue to use
social media platforms, but it’s about protect-
ing children from the most corrosive effects
of social media.”

>34 Your local friendly
S specialist lawyers

* Single wills for individuals and wills for couples

* Lasting Powers of Attorney for Property and
Financial Matters or Health and Welfare

* Applying for a Grant of Probate and administering
an estate
We are happy to meet with you and discuss your
requirements.
Please call us on 01527 544221
or email tracey@taylorssolicitors.com
for probate, wills and LPAs.

TAYLORS SOLICITORS
1 Mason Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5DA

01527 544221 | tracey@taylorssolicitors.com (wills and LPAs) Law Society Accredited "0

.5C
RN

Mr& i@mﬂw

NS
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Aldi’s festive |

campaign to
help county
food banks

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

SUPERMARKET giant Aldi
helpeddeliver 24,400 mealsto
people across Worcestershire
over the Christmas and New
Year festive period by donat-
ing surplus food from its
stores.

The supermarket teamed up with
local good causes including Pershore
Community Cupboard, Dines Green
Community Food Project and The
Granary Community Café, to donate
a range of fresh and chilled foods
from its stores after closing early
on Christmas Eve and New Year’s
Eve.

Neighbourly, the community giv-
ing platform that partners with Aldi,
found that charitable organisations
faced increasing pressure over the
winter period, with four in five
charities saying demand for their
services had risen over the past
six months and demand for food-
banks and other food provision
was expected to increase by nearly

30 per cent over the colder winter
months.

Aldi has worked with Neighbourly
since 2019 and provides surplus
food from all of its UK stores to
thousands of charities across the
country.

Luke Emery, national sustainabil-
ity director at Aldi UK, said: “This
Christmas we were proud to sup-
port so many incredible charities
across the UK who provide essen-
tial support to those in need.

“The services provided by food
banks are more important than ever
in the current climate, especially
over the festive period and we're
committed to ensuring those that
rely on them have access to a wide
range of high-quality foods.”

Steve Butterworth, CEO at
Neighbourly, added: “We’re so
grateful to have had Aldi’s support
for another year.

“Christmas is one of the busiest
periods for our charities and the
donations from Aldi mean we can
help even more people across the
country who need that bit of extra
support over the festive period.”

Shoppers can donate food to

local charities, food banks and
community groups via the commu-
nity donation points in Aldi stores
nationwide.

Aldi also works with Company
Shop Group — which claims to be
the UK’s leading redistributor of
surplus food and household prod-

ucts — to redistribute food from its
Regional Distribution Centres.

This year, Aldi provided more
than 2,500 free Christmas lunches
to Company Shop’s award-win-
ning social enterprise, Community
Shop.

The UK’s fourth largest super-
market also made it easier for shop-

PAGE 23

pers to give back, via a warm cloth-
ing and post-Christmas clear-out
appeal with The Salvation Army and
InPost Lockers, enabling custom-
ers to donate coats, hats, scarves
and gloves — as well as unwanted
Christmas gifts in good condition —
at InPost Locker donation points at
Aldi stores across the UK.

REDDISTORES

safe | secure | selfstorage

Reddistores Self Storage
Redditch

We have a wide range of units in our heated facility ranging
from 25sq ft -380sq ft, with the majority on the ground

floor.

The facility is accessed via key code entry with 24 hour CCTYV, plus all
indoor units have their own alarm linked to ADT. The facility and
grounds are well maintained and lit, and offer a safe environment for
customers 7 days a week.

We also offer a man and van service free of charge for two hours, to
help bring your items into storage. Our prices are competitive but we
will price match any other facility quote within 5 miles should you find
it cheaper, plus we offer discounts for long term customers.

SELF STORAGE SOLUTIONS
FOR HOME & BUSINESS

For further Information Call

01527 62308

Weights Farm Business Pa

Weights Lane, Redditch B97 6RG
www.reddistores.co.uk
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just(go!holiday

* * % % A

Trustpilot

By Coach from Bromsgrove, Redditch

THE YORKSHIRE DALES &
HISTORIC YORK
Departing Mon 11 May ‘26
Uncover the beauty of North Yorkshire with
visits to the scenic Dales, including Settle,
Ribblehead Viaduct, Hawes, Aysgarth Falls and
Leyburn, plus historic York. An optional trip to
Skipton Market and Grassington adds extra charm to
this Yorkshire escape.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove
¢ 4 nights at the Britannia Hotel,
Leeds Bradford Airport (JG2 rating) with dinner &
breakfast
¢ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
/' Excursions to Scenic Dales (Settle, Hawes,
Aysgarth & Leyburn) & York
Optional excursion to Skipton Market
& Grassington (£15pp)

P SAVE £40 - Quote OSG
- Book by 30 Jan 2026

5 Days by Coach only £339

Single Supplement £75

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 auctc 0se

standard rates apply.

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages other

2026 HOLIDAYS

' REPARETO BE
PELLBOUND

WICKED THE MUSICAL
EVENING SHOW & LONDON

Departing Sat 16 May ‘26,

Sat 17 Oct ‘26, Sat 14 Nov ‘26,

Sat 21 Nov ‘26, Sat 5 Dec ‘26

Wicked is the sensational musical that hits stages

like a twister with its electrifying score, stunning

sets and a story that turns Oz on its head. Full

of memorable songs such as No Good Deed

and Defying Gravity, this is guaranteed to leave

you spellbound!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London
(JG3 or JG4 rating) with full English breakfast

¢ Stalls or Dress Circle ticket (evening performance)

P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG
- Book by 30 Jan 2026

2 Days by Coach only £189

Single Supplement £45

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

ABBA VOYAGE

LIVE IN LONDON

Departing Sun 14 Jun ‘26,

Sun 29 Nov ‘26, Sun 29 Nov ‘26

Have you always wanted to experience the magic

of an ABBA concert? Well now is your chance to say

Thank You for the Music! Join us at the ABBA Arena

for the incredible ABBA Voyage; where the global

pop icons appear on stage as digital avatars brought

to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

/' Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4
rating) with breakfast

¢ Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with
coach transfers (dancefloor, standing)

¢ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for £25pp

or Block G or J for £45pp

» SAVE £20 - Quote OSG
- Book by 30 Jan 2026

2 Days by Coach only £259

Single Supplement £60

Assaciation a1 Bonded Travel Organisers st 11d. & holidoys
people sharing a raom & honcured on b
aler which prices iy uctuate, <ol fee wilh inclusive minte
Pckates, ebe standaid les appl. holel, anport o pick up location
thay incur o supplement Please see website an call for tull detaity

st publicatcn,

Ihese: packages are subjact to st 0! Holidays torms & conditions. Goach Eoaings e protoited by
Al profected NS, Prices
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Reader Travel

ANN
N epiug®

BEST COMPANY
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS

i

BORDERS COUNTRY VERA'S

NORTHUMBRIA & BARNARD

CASTLE

Departing Mon 10 Aug ‘26

On this break, we journey to some of the filming

locations for the popular Vera TV series with a

local, specialist guide, discovering the dramatic

beauty and heritage of the North East, from

Barnard Castle to the Durham Dales and the rugged

Scottish Borders.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢/ 4nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast

+ Blue Badge guided tour of Vera’s Northumbria
(Amble, Newbiggin, Blyth, Seaton Sluice, St Mary’s
Island, Whitley Bay & Tynemouth)

¢/ Guided tour of the Durham Dales, North Pennines
& Barnard Castle with a local specialist

¢ Guided Borders Country tour (Ford, Etal,
Coldstream, Kelso & Jedburgh) with a
local specialist

¢/ Photo stop at the Angel of the North

¢ Free time in Newcastle-upon-Tyne

P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG
- Book by 30 Jan 2026

5 Days by Coach only £519

Single Supplement £120

by Rarided Ceach Halidays & the
por a0rson, hased on twe

Book Today

“ justgohols
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Motoring

ELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

THE VERY BEST
CARS & VANS

WE PAY MORE FOR LOW MILES,
LOW OWNER &

FULL SERVICE HISTORY
PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07581566064
HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
07831 245 313

THE all-new electric
Mercedes-Benz CLA has
achieved the top rating
of five stars in the cur-
rent Euro NCAP test and,
thanks to outstanding
individual results, taken
the top spot of all models
of all brands tested by the
safety institute in 2025.

In all four safety disci-
plines considered, the electric
Mercedes-Benz CLA showed up
with top values: in occupant pro-
tection for adults and children,
in the protection of vulnerable
road users and in safety assist-
ants.

Jorg Burzer, Chief Technology
Officer, Development
Procurement at Mercedes-Benz
Group AG, said: “We have rede-
signed the CLA from the ground
up. This also includes develop-
ment or the safety features that
are part of Mercedes’ DNA.

“The con-
firmation by

an independ-
ent organisa-
tion such as
Euro NCAP
that the CLA
is the safest
vehicle which
was tested in

2025, once
again high-
lights the

long-stand-
ing expertise
and commit-
ment. “The

electric CLA not only leads
the “Small Family Cars” cat-
egory but also takes the top
position across all classes
in 2025

It is following in the foot-
steps of the Mercedes-Benz
E-Class, which Euro NCAP
named “Best Performer”
last year.

Euro NCAP (European
New Car Assessment
Programme) is an associa-
tion of European transport
ministries, automobile clubs
and insurance associations
and carries out crash tests
and comprehensive safety
assessments.

The all-new electric CLA
has been developed from
the ground up with state-
of-the-art safety aspects in
mind.

Prof. Dr. Paul Dick,
Director of Safety and
Accident Research at
Mercedes-Benz AG, said:
“Our ambition is to not
only protect occupants in a
Mercedes-Benz, but all road
users.

“To achieve this, we
develop and build state-of-
the-art safety and assistance
systems, which now contrib-
uted to this excellent result
for the all-new electric CLA
by the independent organi-
sation Euro NCAP.”

The new standard safety
assistance systems can pre-
vent many accidents. Should
an accident nevertheless

occur, the crumple zones,
the rigid passenger com-
partment and the restraint
systems are specifically
designed in such a way that
the probability of being seri-
ously injured is as low as
possible.

In 2026, Mercedes-Benz
marks 140 years since the
invention of the automo-
bile.

Throughout its history,
the company has repeatedly
set industry benchmarks
by translating pioneering
safety research into prov-
en, series-production tech-
nologies — from passive
and active safety systems
to advanced driver assist-
ance — often introducing
them to the market first and
establishing standards that
later became commonplace
across the industry.

POLESTAR 3 has been
awarded Euro NCAP’s Best
in Class award for safest
Executive Car of 2025.

The brand’s flagship SUV
impressed with scores of 90
per cent for adult occupant
protection, 93 per cent for
child occupant protection,
79 per cent for vulnerable
road users, and 83 per cent
for safety assist.

Euro NCAP praised
Polestar 3 for setting “a new
standard for child safety”,
with performance “tanta-
lisingly close to a perfect
score.”
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LN Autas)

Mechanical Repairs
M.O.T.Work Diagnostics
Servicing etc...
01527 875565 * 07791 149235

Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD
PRIVATE CAR, COMMERCIAL & FLEET
SERVICING,
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
’ MoT TESTING INCLUDING l

CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)
VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
14 SHERWOOD ROAD.

ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
BROMSGROVE B60 3DR

TEL:
01527 875432/837070

\_ J

Mount Pleasant arage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all MoT classes

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Tel: 01327 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B97 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm
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IN MEMORIAM
—

Roy

Merriman

28.01.2001
Dear Roy

uo WDa} Ino [|PD
9UO PaAO] D 0}
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889886 LZS10

25 years since we
lost you
Always loved and

remembered

Sheila & Family
x

DEATHS
—

BOYD

Helen (Nellie)

Aged 86 Years young

Passed away suddenly on
Monday 5th January 2026.

Now reunited with late Husband Liam.

A much- loved Mother to John, Elizabeth
& Fiona.

A devoted Grandmother to William, Tara,
Hugh & Luke.

A beloved Sister to Attracta & Ann.

Helen will be greatly missed by all of her
family, work colleagues and her many friends
both here and in Ireland.

Helen’s children wish to express their
gratitude for all their mothers’ love and
support that she gave them and their families
over her long lifetime.

A service to celebrate Helen’s life will take
place at Our lady of Mount Carmel Church
on Monday 2nd February 2026 at 12.00pm,
followed by a committal at the
Abbey Cemetery.

Family flowers only please, donations if so
desired to Mount Carmel Church may be
made via
Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Directors
Birchfield House
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B97 5JF

01527 547777
Thank you

DEATHS
—

BOUSFIELD

Peter Wallace
‘Damage’
Sadly passed away on
Saturday 3rd January, 2026, aged 59 years.
A much loved Partner, Brother, Uncle and
friend to many.
‘Forever in our Hearts’.
A service to celebrate Peter’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium
on Thursday 12th February 2026
at 1.15 p.m.

Please wear a splash of yellow or pink.
Family flowers only please, donations if so
desired to Cancer Research UK
may be sent to:

Thomas Brothers,

The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road,

Redditch.
B97 5IF
01527 547777
Thank you
DEATHS
E——
Derek Charles
Aged 94 Years

Passed peacefully at home on
Monday 22nd December 2025.

Beloved Husband to late Wife Cynthia,
loving Dad to Sue and Phil,
much loved Brother to Pam and a special
Grandad and Great Grandad.

A service to celebrate Derek’s life will take
place at St Michael’s Church, Stoke Prior on
Thursday 29th January 2026 at 11am
followed by burial at the Church Cemetery.
Family flowers only please, donations if so
desired to Redditch United Under 7’s
Football Team may be sent to:-
Thomas Brothers,

The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road,

Redditch, B97 5JF
01527 547777

Thank you

DEATHS
—

COOPER

Patricia (Trisha)
of Cheltenham Avenue, CATSHILL.

Passed away at home on
23rd December 2025.

Deeply missed by husband Mark, son
Jordan and all family and friends.

Funeral service to take place at

All Saints Church, Bromsgrove,
on 27th January at 1.00pm, followed by
burial at Bromsgrove North Cemetery.

Flowers welcome or donations to
the Cats Protection League.
All enquiries to

James Giles & Sons Ltd,
Bromsgrove,
01527 872318.

DEATHS
—

STANLEY
Fred

Our beloved Father passed away
peacefully surrounded by his Family on
10th December 2025.

He was a loving and caring Dad,
Grandad and Great Grandad.

He will be sadly missed by Mark, Suzie,
Emma, Family and Friends.

His Funeral is on Friday 23rd January
at St John’s Church at 1pm
followed by a large Wake
at Millfields Social Club.
Everyone is invited to say their final
goodbyes to Fred.

MEMORIAL
SERVICES
—

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est.1916
The Complete

Funeral Directors

.

Allow our family
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH

01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
I

STUDLEY
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

| Anonymous

FLORAL TRIBUTES
—

sTNS%

THE NURSERY SHOP

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddltch co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tel\O] 527 550 700

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH -
01527 547777

WYTHALL
01564 822001

BROMSGROVE

01527 831700

¢ ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
0121 445 3422

01789 330939
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Where saying
goodbye means

everything”
Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,

contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 911

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

age they may be, is never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

J»'ﬁga -
Q "Tid T

DIRECTORS
—

Whatever the occasion, why not send
your loved ones a message....

Call our
team on

PAGE 27
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

)

Anonymous

oleces

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

T: 01527 831723
info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

01527 588688
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Appointments

www.careerfinder247.co.uk TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553 FOUNDED 1553

Bromsgrove |s.a co-ec.lucatlonal Boar.dlng and Pa)' Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School
School well situated in the South Midlands with well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities §
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

attractive grounds. LEARN I NG SU PPO RT
GATEKEEPER ASSISTANT

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK (Fixed term through until 31.08.28 - Dot Voo e
TO INCLUDE WEEKENDS) Full time 37.5 hours per week) have plenty of
We seek a personable individual to provide a We seek a quallﬁfed |nd|V|FiuaI to provide professional recruitment ads
professional welcome to school visitors, assist with support to:a puplils ens;mng that they can access and throughout our
. ) . ,’ integrate fully into school. titles, both in
deliveries and provide security assistance. . B . Y . i ——
Full details and application forms are available on the

Full details and application forms are available on the Sshooiwebsite: [Gheckithem}out!]
School website: www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk Stardard Standsrd
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk Closing date for all applications Coveniry Observer-- QBESFVEr
Closing date for all applications 19 January 2026 19 January 2026 Ol'fgver Obsérver
The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children | | | The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children Obsérver Obsgérver
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection MalvernObserver—t Worcester Observeras

and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection (i N - = 3
screening including checks with past employers and the DBS. Screening, including checksiwith|past.employersiand DBS Bu“l‘!gl?’!:mdz@

HOLY TRINITY

4
CHURCH \"2 Gold Crest

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 4\ . u . .
HOLY TRINITY » ALL SAINTS LUDDINGTON « ST HELEN'S CLIFFORD CHAMBERS ReCIL"re the fO”OWIﬂg in the ReddItCh,

= = = Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Finance Administrator I el e e ta T

is buried, has been a place of worship for over 1,000 years and welcomes tens —
of thousands of visitors annually. More importantly, it remains a vibrant, working
church hosting daily worship and major life events including Christenings,

Weddings, and Funerals.

Holy Trinity Church, where William Shakespeare was baptised, worshipped, and

We are seeking a reliable and detail-focused Finance Administrator to —

support parish finances, including accounts, payroll, and shop back-office

administration. This varied role works closely with the Treasurer, clergy, staff, and

volunteers.

e e e i . " Transporting children to school.
* Accounts payable/receivable, invoicing, banking, and reconciliations i 4
* Payroll processing Ve h IC I e p rovi ded B

* Basic shop administration
skills: — ALSO —

« Strong attention to detail and good communication
* Excel essential; Sage/Staffology desirable
* Able to work independently and as part of a team
Hours:
20 hours per week —
< ssistants
£13,970 per annum

How to Apply:

Application forms are available at www.stratford-upon-avon.org or via the Parish Part ‘t| me hou IS W|th or
Office (Tel: 01789 266316). . .
Deadline: without experience.

23:59, Sunday 25th J 2026
interviews: Contact 07399 848 639

Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at the Holy Trinity Parish Centre
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Appointments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

0152760000

or email accounts@a2h60k.co.uk

Bullivant.edia

We can offer you

GREAT LOCAL COVERAGE
flh{ PRINT/&! ONLINE

N5

—

Y - Contact
) — Caroline or Kelly

01527 588625
01527 988749

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS
[ | W [ W - [ |
: : " RECLINER CHAIR | NEW 100% Luxury | MAMAS & Papas, | LADIES M & S| WARDROBE free | GREY leather recliner
Warwickshire County Council BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL electric  rise & | Green Wool Carpet | large rocking | Classic fully lined | standing 2 door in | armchair,  good
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 & REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL reci?ne :’.‘16119 Man;;é &uhqnerd 64 XE(ZlS” Ifmrsc on wooden lig};ltweighl jackclit pine 6ft x 3ft in good | quality, apart from
Warwickshire County Council has made the Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity, B A 'ppe ge)| drame. Very. good | iwid detachable | congition owned for | bare patches, hence
Z % . High seated chair Remnant £15 condition (collection hood. Light .
following Temporary Traffic Orders: CAS = Conservation Area Setting, FP = Affects - 3 5 35 years £50 01386 price £35 cv12 area
Footpath, MAJ = Major Development £40 Can deliver | _ 01527853345 only) £50.00. Tel: turquoise.  Hardly 438846 : Tel 07967401319
€38 WHITEMOOR ROAD/WHITEMOOR LANE, DEP = De = el P ? 07703 925662 64 Amscan Paper 07934132759 worn. Size 12. £3.00. ( = + 28
SAMBOURNE = Departure. HinS NEW Dosbies || Gups Balloon | BLACK wrought iron | (I Can forward [_ony) | BLACK Leather
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from 25/01465/0UT MAJ DEP ADVSTD FP B%;)SSS- i gg‘;g | Design 8 Sealed [ ornate slimline wall | photos if interested) | RECLINER chair | armchair vge, CV12
B4090 Alcester Heath to Sambourne Lane/The Green. Site: Land North Of Western Road, Western Road, e 55 “secons | Packs of 8 Cups £5 | mirror. Decorative [ _Tel: 07934132759 ‘Sherbourne’  fully | area; £45 (no offers)
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and Hagley, Worcestershire. o s 01527853345 frame with glass /[ REVELATION | electric finished | _.Tel 07967401319
i Proposal: Outline planning application (with all hand doubles £49 = i i 3 = ———-T—
associated works, 09.30hrs - 15.30hrs. Fiatiers Yessryed sicaptfor primay means of Singles £29 Fridges | 9 Square  Ceramic wrgught iron Lea\{es. durable travel suit | in Tuscany Coffee | CUGGL travel cot
Order Commences: 22 January 2026 for up to vehicular access from Western Roac) for the £49 Freezers £59 | Tiles; Neutral Daisy [ 39 lorfg x 12 w1d5_ / garment bag, with [ 95 (1386 438846 | for sale grey ge.
18 months. " development of up to 57 dwellings together with Can deliver 07703 Des'g" IOCx fé? ";: 835;2’1(52%§00‘ Ael; Z};?ulder h:;:jalg ngé _(eveningsonly) | With mattress.
:mm'pa':d (I:;mpk_eha.n.fhz Jaguary z?wz.g‘dl associated access, green and biue i 925662 /0 Coasters  ote Minton hanréers multiple | TRAILER chassis 2| Used as spare at
£Cess iversion: The Green, Middietown (including public open space and drainage), required ’ ; v wheel steel frame, | grandparents house.
Lane, A448 Bromsgrove Road, A435 Haydon Way/ feind ifi2 & SUBpOTn NEW Clarks Suede | £5. Card Making | Bellemeade salad | pockets, zip closure, h atie,
Birmingham  Road, B4090 Alcester Heath and | | [ Siound remodeling and supporting nfastructure. Trainers Black /| Bundle:  Rubber | plates (8% blue | colour black. £300.| fair  condition, [ 100 x 74 x 74. £20.
vice versa. th prop P White Cica C-SHX | Stamps, Positioner, | flowers, bone china, | _Tel: 07934132759 6'x427x15”  deep, | _Phone 01788840581
e provisions of the development plan in force in % Blank Cards Stock 4l £ leath a 5
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302. the area to which the application relates. Combo Size 5F £15 lan ards Stocl very — goo clean | 4 faux leather an drive  away, no | DARK brown leather
01527853345 Light Box plus More condition. £3.00 for | suede cream high reasonable offer | sofa lus  single
MOAT FARM LANE, ULLENHALL 25/01475/0UT MAJ DEP ADVSTDFP | | o2 Ay P g
Ovidor Effect Road alced 1o Vehicular famc Sito: La;]’g orti D Weéiam Rosd. Westor Foad 6 Clear Glass Storage | —£20 01527853345 all. Tel: 07934132759 | backed dining room | refused, space |  chair £60 (cash only)
Reason for Order: Works to replace existin Hagfe Worcestershire. ' ' Jars with Airtight | GIRLS bike 16" wheel { CARPET OFFCUT - Cha"}s,“hm”;‘arkeﬂ needed 07967401319 | _ 07599203623
telegraph pole. ’ % [ | Proposat: Outine pianing appicaton with ail Lids = 190g g6 [ M .. immacwae | brand new, berber, g:rdtlye e 530
- .. condition, no marks G t L
Order Commences: 23 January 2026 for up to matters reserved except for primary means of 01527853345 used twice £150 b:zkadwe,:l;glgbmsn Tel: 01527 69901 WANTED
18 months. vehicular access from Western Road) for the DELIA Smith’s | 1577 872540 / cream mixture, no | COSATTO _ yellow | T mmm—
Anticipated Completion: 23 January 2026. development of up to 123 dwellings together with Winter Recipe Book | 770 5 "B 1 | matching pattern so | brown pram,” carry
Access & Diversion: Moat Farm Lane, Ramshill associated access, green and blue infrastructure Excellent Condition | ;.\ ™ Tight  grey [ could cut & piece | cot, rain cover, bag &
Lane, Danzey Green Lane, Well Lane, fhe Green (including play provision, public open space and _£501527853345 with matching together. size 6 foot mo,re like ne\:v £300
Vicarage Hill Broad Lane, Alcester Road, Alderhanger | | | drainage), required ground remodelling and READERS  Digest [ headboard, no | 8incheslongx2foot | For details & photos
Lane Layby, Gorcott Hil, Ullennall Lane, Ullenhall | | | Supporting infrastructure. ) Creative  Cookery | mattress vge £20 Tel | 1 inch wide. £3.00. | _call 07936568004
L L 3 The proposed development does not accord with Book VGC £6 " e e
Street, Henley Road, Barrells Park, Mount Pleasant B i 7 00 Gf 07989 868546 Tele: 07934132759 AMELIA by toTs white Motnrc cles an“
Lane, Moat Lane and vice versa. me p;""'f“’usm"fh"“ﬁ de"el'i”"r{i‘e’“rpl'at" In force/in 01527853345 MAHOGANY  side | HOBBYCRAFT Light | crib cot 180x80cm |
Contractor: M J Quinn, Tel: 01543 547 118. carea 1o WHICLING app Ication reiaes. MAHOGANY table | board with three | Box 14 x 23cm For | sturdy solid wood, sBo“Iers
POPLAR CLOSE, ALCESTER g?t/e“‘l_zog"\“tvg » dEAs Dﬁb‘m"ﬂ" MAJFP | [ 6foot x 3foot and | draws Sfoot x 3foot | Craftwork, Tracing [ excellent condition!
ite: Land At, Bradford Lane, Belbroughton, ix chairs i i e
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic Worcestershire. g 81;8;283“;68,1% S£100 213520‘1’?(: 07825, 61 5?7'8"’5“;‘;“55 Btc; 28 i‘;‘;‘rpelses‘e quiItWIg Any cc, condition or age,
between its junction with EIm Drive. Proposal: Hybrid planning application to include a pink covers. £185. good prices paid

Reason for Order: Works to clear blockage on the

Contractor: Quantum Traffic
Tel: 01724 786 286.

Management,

WALCOTE ROAD, HASELOR

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to repair
waste water pipe.

Anticipated Completion: 6 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Walcote Road, Wood Lane,
Pelham Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 03456
027 723.

D5384 COLD COMFORT LANE, ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
its junction with the A435 Alcester Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 2 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 6 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian

access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed

roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515,

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 15 Jan 2026

full planning application for 46 dwellings inclusive

The proposed development does not accord with
the provisions of the development plan in force in
the area to which the application relates.

bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications/
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or

Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

Keeping you up to dlate with all thé

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

(April only)

indusive minute L‘BAW

LITTLE TRAINS OF NORFOLK
& THE MISSISSIPPI PADDLE STEAMER
Departing Mon 20 Apr ‘26
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

« Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at the Waverley Hotel, Great Yarmouth (JG2+
rating) with dinner & breakfast

+ 99p bar on selected drinks for 3 hours every evening

« Entertainment some evenings
« Heritage train journeys on the North Norfolk Railway

» SAVE £40 - Quote OSG
- Book by 30 Jan 2026

ngs mace up 10 7 days post
9

For details & photos

network. of details of house types, layout, site access, [k [k [ [ % eanasrd call 07936568004 '"9“ m 333 | mgzﬁ 251 m
Order Commences: 21 January 2026 for up to drainage, and landscaping. Also includes an outline A v Fe Trustpliot S A Friedland Warbler

18 months. planning application for 1 self-build plot with all just(go holidays door bell —and | \WwaNTED

Anticipated Completion: 26 January 2026. matters reserved except for access. Total number

Access & Diversion: No diversion available. of dwellings proposed is 47. Reader Trovel o 21500, 01005 | E—

push £15.00. 01905
769944

2 Daily Telegraph

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make Application forms and plans may be inspected Z«'am Gravity ” =
the following Temporary Traffic Orders: online https://publicaccess. g}‘::ijrin (isc?izléfil:; Vintage or New

carry bags) 1 Navy 1
Stone (Grey) £40.00
each 01905 769944

Order Commences: 2 February 2026 for up to in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town c']fg't‘:r - K&";i‘gg Or email: welston@live.com
18 months. Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH. ono 07927 418770 Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992

CARPETS
—

will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will & Bure Valley Railway _

be maintained where possible. fatest inf ti + Mississippi Paddle Steamer cruise on the | SUPP"ed

To report any problems with these works or est information on Norfolk Broads = —_—

for further details of our current & planned Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices, v Excursion to Cromer & Sheringham & fitted. 3

ken up!
5 Days by Coach only £379 take : up
Single Supplement £80 Furniture
g\()em(‘«w subject t0 Jus Au‘H)\mv)rnn[y‘g‘&j'gy‘wfﬂ;e moved'

Clift Carpets®..

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT

£0Id flooring

of Redditch

i

Call Barry for a FREE uotatlon

07733 800737

¢) ©® www.cliftcarpets.com

anpl
r pick up location may inqur a suppler WHVLV\Eaxe

All your latest information on
For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote 0sG

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell

or visit us online at justgoholidays.com/OSG
Alcohol and Probate Notices

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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SKIP HIRE
—

CLADDING KITCHENS LOGS PLUMBING i i
CLADDING/ Redditch Skip
GUTTERING — — Hire Ltd
S.W was For all your domestic and
ial skip requir
INSTALLATIONS :
Kiehens & | FOR SALE
Bathrooms | (| Mainly Ash
£120, £220, £390 Plumbmg & Heatlng
loads delivered 4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
BU“defS bag Of . Gas F|res please ask when ordering
1logs £120 delivered + Gas Cookers Open or enclosed 90%: o': ::Zt:r;ez:‘::kip.
oy oo ore ||+ Gas CentalHeating ek e
taken and Maintenance. "’23.%‘.:?}'?.12532'“
ext day service
“aic: 07376 915 527 € Tel 07477 778536 * Gas Appliance Landlord/home Call 01527 63644
s / e ||| S5l | D i o
ee load sizes at our " Plumbing faults /insta]lation. Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354 [
www.rbtimberuk . ,
DECORATING & ek A&s s Kl Ps
PAINTING A & wwwshdplumbing.co.uk
r‘lulm, I(\«\ Call me for domestic work ADivision ﬁ%ﬂw@mms {Redditch) LTD
< 2,4 &1 yard skips
C&M Decorators Y PROGLEN? LOOK NO FURTHER! _MoBILE . s;mmh;ﬂ, MRV
Father and Son * Interior and Exterior Onr 5//)&(74&0’ _‘, e o // %‘ @b 0795' 485 329 wDig ko .
32 years experience * Fully Insured k / ’\ . Co 3
Tel 01527 576136 4 5/90&?? m/ / e 7ol 0f
" X o v s ® UARLD
DA SMITH| T
| o job foo big o
IIEBIIHA“IIIS L GARDENING LANDSCAPING )70 guaranteed
= SERVICES : RUUKF and ol
. . == . DEDAIRS N
Interior & exterior DA TA
.11 ecla a es of Roofing agreat reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.
nai“linﬂ ﬁ “ennralinu JFS_ LANDSCAPING omplete Roofs, Ridge Tile * Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios
Garden seerces Fencing * Slabbing * Conifers il L S
Property REpaIrs ||| " S i imeion™ CLEARANCE : : :
) s ngemrlovhy | || Garcens - Fuboih » Sheds - Large obile: 07467 103
4” ]HI'S L’IMI' IENce For a free Competitive Quote Shg]paed r-e%'ur?in‘ga; . S%%EﬁeBair; O e: 62 Y
07977 49f7 144od- 01527 458 1?4 FREE QUOTATIONS i T e
www.jfslandscapes.co.u
07941 669 65 - 1a21 836201 01527 870140771 768 2816 || weatherguardservices.co
GARDENING e
FENCING SERVICES ROOFING
[ I E—

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

JT's Trees & Gardens

CENTRAL
FENCING

Fully Insured Professional
Y| Tree & Garden Services
| Free In-Person Quotes

Al types of fencing supplied Artificial
and fitted at excellent rates M’:;‘:‘iu
FREE QUOTES Cover up unsightl,
23 years experience areas
DECKING x GATES x SLABBING
Call now

01527 873 525
07813 092 906

Fully Insured

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

Email:

- : For more details, please call
< | jamietaylor@jtstreeandgardens.com

07952 797 973 or 01527 454325




LANDSCAPING
Fencing = Slabbing = Conifers
ledge Worl

CLEARANCE
Gardens » Rubbish » Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped « Turfing = Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

SPOR

’

£

Standard

(Q

LANDMARK

Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
. * Bri * Turfing * Gravelli

7720407128006

Published by Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,

Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P -
Printed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead, ‘
Oxford, Oxfordshire OX2 OEJ =

* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing

All Work Guaranteed for 5 Years - No Deposit Required

SNy Checkatrade: Google |(§|

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Saltmen see off Mangotsfield
before cup exit at rivals Raiders

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: JOSH Hurdman’s first-
half goal earned Droitwich Spa a 1-0
victory away at Mangotsfield United
as the Saltmen stretched their winning
run to three matches.

Hurdman scored the game’s only goal
on 32 minutes at Cossham Street as Spa
claimed back-to-back one-nil victories on
the road.

The result means Droitwich sit second
in the Hellenic League Premier Division
table, two points behind leaders Roman
Glass St George with three games in
hand.

However, second-placed Slimbridge sit
two points behind Spa with three games in
hand on Andy Crowther’s side.

The game took place on a 3G surface
while Spa’s visit drew Mangotsfield’s big-
gest home crowd of the season so far.

Mangotsfield spurned a glorious chance
to take the lead after just two minutes
as James White somehow fired over the
crossbar from point-blank range after
good work from Kyrese Morrison down
the left.

Spa responded with a chance at the
other end as Cory Rudd’s through ball
released James Lemon who saw his first
time shot palmed to safety by Mangotsfield
goalkeeper Josh Dempsey.

And Dempsey then kept out Lemon’s
free-kick soon after with the Droitwich
captain making his 350th appearance for
the club.

‘White wasted another chance to put the
home side ahead as the legs of Spa goal-
keeper Joe Stockton kept the game level.

Stockton then twice denied Morrison
after the latter beat the offside trap on two
occasions.

However, Spa went close at the other end
just past the half-hour mark as Hurdman’s
strike came back off the post before
Mangotsfield cleared the ball behind.

The home side could only half clear
the resulting corner as the ball broke to
Hurdman who fired a shot through a crowd
of bodies and into the bottom corner.

Droitwich rode their luck before the
break with Morrison unable to find the tar-
get on three occasions when well-placed.

The Saltmen went closest after the break
as Dempsey denied Hurdman a second
goal from another low drive.

Mangotsfield almost drew level with
five minutes left to play as Jacob Spence
saw his bullet header crash against the
woodwork.

But Spa held on to claim a first win on
a 3G pitch this season with the Saltmen
unbeaten on the road in the league since
November.

However, Droitwich exited the Wiseman
Lighting Floodlit Cup at the fourth round
stage following a 3-1 derby defeat against
‘Worcester Raiders in midweek.

Raiders took the lead just past the half-hour
mark only for Reiss Taylor-Randle to draw
the visitors level shortly before the break at
the Diary of a Debt Collector Stadium.

However, Worcester struck twice after
the break to condemn Spa to a fourth
round exit.

Raiders also exacted revenge on the
Saltmen after Spa tasted victory in a
league meeting between the two clubs at
the end of 2025.

Droitwich are next in action against
Cinderford Town on Saturday, January 17
with kick-off at 3pm at the King George
Playing Fields.

Alex{Dugmore} bressureg the'Mangotsfield
defencePicturesiby,Mathew,Mason:

Reiss Taylor-Randle
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

® Engine tuning

® MOT preparation and submission

for final MOT

Cam belt replacement

Clutch Replacement

General repairs

Welding

Servicing

Insurance work welcome

Supply and fit all parts for all

makes & models

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmin;ham, B45 8NE
0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk




