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‘Not going anywhere’

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH’S fire station is
set to remain on its existing
site despite mooted plans to
build a new one.

Inits annual report to Worcestershire
County Council, Hereford and
Worcester Fire Authority confirmed
its intention to have Droitwich’s crews
stay put.

The fire station on Friar Street is the
only full-time occupied Hereford and
Worcester Fire and Rescue Service
location which has not been relocated
or rebuilt in recent years.

The annual report, written by the fire
authority’s chair Coun Roger Phillips,
admitted there had been a long-stand-
ing consideration to potentially relo-
cate and build a new Droitwich Fire
Station.

However, the plan now is for the fire
station to remain at its current loca-

Fire station is set to stay

tion and the service will consider how
best refurbish and optimise the entire
current site.

The fire authority’s report said the
current projected capital build costs
now made a full rebuild or new build
unaffordable.

It added the existing site was in
good condition and location, making
it easier for them to decide to keep
Droitwich station where it is.

However, the site is now larger than
needed, following the service’s train-
ing department’s relocation to Wyre
Forest Fire Station.

Therefore, a new range of options is
being explored based on remaining at
the same location.

Potential options for the fire sta-
tion’s future include exploring oppor-
tunities with partners or commercial
organisations.

The current fire station is home to
two wholetime watches, an on-call unit
and Hereford and Worcester’s Urban
Search and Rescue team.

Wychavon Council leader and
Droitwich West county council-
lor Richard Morris welcomed the
announcement in the fire authority’s
report and praised those working
there.

He told the Standard: “It’s pleasing
to know the fire station will remain in
Droitwich because it gives great assur-
ance to our great community.

“We saw the Droitwich fire team
were the first on the scene with the
Raven fire and the knowledge and
visibility that they are in town is hard
to replace.

“They do a great JOb and are a big
part of our community.”

The Hereford and Worcester Fire
Authority is made up of 25 coun-
ty councillors, including 19 from
‘Worcestershire, with seats being polit-
ically aligned and balanced.

Friar Street Fire Station will

not be relocated. Picture by
Hereford and Worcester Fire
and Rescue Service. s

More cuts WILL hit fire services say chiefs

FIRE chiefs have warned further
funding cuts will ‘undoubtedly’
lead to fewer frontline services.

In its annual report to
Worcestershire County Council,
the Hereford and Worcester Fire
Authority admitted there had been
‘serious financial challenges’ to
the local fire service over the past

year. The report added the fire
authority’s financial strains would
most likely continue over the next
few years.

It added, whilst there has not
been a reduction in services to
the public this year, further cuts in
funding against high inflation and
annual costs would undoubtedly

lead to frontline resources being
axed.

The Chief Fire Officer has,
according to the report, had to
address a significant budget gap
this year, leading to around 2.6
per cent in-year revenue budget
reduction.

It added this had resulted in

some restructuring and job losses,
but despite the negative impact
on the support functions, there
had been no discernible changes
in the services provided to the
public yet.

A similar gap is expected next
year and in future years which has
led fire chiefs to fear changes to

the delivery of frontline response,
protection and prevention services
to meet these budgetary challeng-
es.

Coun Roger Phillips, the fire
authority’s chair, said, despite
financial challenges, the service
was currently in a healthy and pro-
ductive state.
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Skills on offer at HolocauSt
memorial
day services

new town base

REDDITCH Business Improvement District
(BID) has opened a new town-centre learn-
ing hub.

The scheme provides employees of BID-
supported businesses in Redditch town cen-
tre with free, unlimited access to hundreds
of professional development courses.

The learning hub is designed to help
employees build new skills and support
business performance.

Courses cover a wide range of topics rele-
vant to both retail and professional services,
ensuring the offer meets the diverse needs
of local businesses.

BID manager Muj Rahman said:
“Employees of our levy-paying businesses
can choose from subjects ranging from
retail management and customer service to
Microsoft Excel and project management.

“With so many different types of busi-
nesses operating in our town centre, this
is a fantastic way for us to address a wide
range of learning and development needs.”

“Once a course is completed, learners
can download a Redditch BID certificate of
learning, helping employees evidence their
personal development and progress.”

All courses in the Redditch BID learning
hub are delivered as live, interactive webi-
nars, enabling employees to learn flexibly at
scheduled times.

Sessions can be accessed from home or
the workplace, making learning accessible
and convenient.

The learning hub has been launched in
partnership with SEEDL, a pioneering virtual
live learning subscription service.

by Toby Almond
toby.almond@bullivantmedia.com

RESIDENTS have been
invited to join Mayor of
Redditch Councillor Joa-
nna Kane for this year’s
Holocaust memorial day
service.

There will be two separate
events on Saturday, to commem-
orate Holocaust memorial day.

The first is an outdoor com-
memoration service at the
Redditch Holocaust Memorial
Marker at Redditch Town Hall,
from 10.30am to 11lam.

A ticketed, indoor event will
take place at the Ecumenical
Centre in Evesham Street, from
1lam until 1.45pm. Attendees at
the latter can hear first-hand tes-
timony from Leija Golos, a sur-
vivor of the genocide in Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

Bridging Generations is this
year’s national Holocaust memo-

rial day theme, as a reminder the
responsibility of remembrance
does not end with the survivors.
It lives on through their children,
grandchildren and all those com-
mitted to ensuring such atroci-
ties are never forgotten.

Redditch Borough Council
leader Coun Sharon Harvey
said: “As we observe this year’s
Holocaust memorial day theme
of bridging generations, it is
vital for our community to pause
and reflect on the profound suf-
fering caused by the Holocaust.

“By acknowledging this tragic
history, we can better under-
stand the ongoing injustices
faced by many around the world
today.

“We invite all residents to join
us in this crucial moment of
reflection, honouring those who
have endured pain and suffering
due to dehumanisation and hate.
Let us strive for a world filled
with peace, love and respect,
united as one humanity, without
divisions.”

< e

Couns Juma Begum and Bill Hartnett perpare for Holocaust

Memorial Day in Redditch. Picture by Marcus Mingins

0226004MMR

Holocaust memorial day, offi-
cially observed on January 27, is
held annually for people world-
wide to remember the millions
killed in the Holocaust Nazi per-
secution and in subsequent gen-
ocides in Cambodia, Rwanda,
Bosnia and Darfur.

Coun Bill Hartnett, chair of
the Holocaust memorial commit-
tee, said: “Holocaust memorial
day serves as a reminder of the
horrors of the past, remember-
ing all those who lost their lives
in the atrocities of the Holocaust
and genocides around the world.

Our speaker this year is Leijla
Golos, a survivor from the war
in Bosnia and Herzegovina 31
years ago.

“It is our goal, through these
events, that everyone in our
communities feel their history is
remembered and everyone has
a chance to reflect meaningfully
on this important day of com-
memoration.”

Visit redditchbe.gov.uk/things-
to-do/activities-and-events/
posts/holocaust-memorial-day-
2026/ to book free tickets for
the event.
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Dad steps in to
be Leo’s donor

THE family of a
Bromsgrove teenager
with leukaemia say they
have no option but for
his dad to be his stem
donor after a transplant
had to be delayed.

The loved ones of Leo
Spronson, aged 16, thought
they had received the best
Christmas present ever after
a stem cell match was discov-
ered in the UK.

However, this transplant,
which was a 10/12 match,
was delayed due to the donor
needing further tests.

Unfortunately, Leo can-
not wait for the donor to be
ready, as he needs a Stem
Cell transplant as soon as
possible.

His mum, Jenna and dad,
‘Warren, have both put them-
selves forward to be his
donor, but at most, they can
only be a half-match.

‘Warren has been chosen as

the only option for now, as
male-to-male donations are
more successful than female-
to-male donations.

Leo’s aunt, Kate Best, told
the Standard nothing was yet
set in stone, as Warren had
not had any tests although,
all being well, Leo will be
admitted at the beginning of
February.

She added: “Leo will never
be discharged from the hos-
pital and will be monitored
for the rest of his life.

“We have no option for now
but to potentially use Leo’s
dad, Warren, as a donor.

“It’s not ideal, but Leo
needs a stem cell transplant
as soon as possible.

“Everyone is just taking it
day by day, we've learnt that
anything can change at the
drop of a hat.

“The best thing the people
of Bromsgrove can do is sign
up to the Stem Cell Register
and encourage those around

them to do the same.

“These delays can be avoid-
ed if more people were on the
register and ready to go when
somebody needs a stem cell
transplant.”

Leo is currently in remis-
sion, meaning doctors can
see significantly less of the
leukaemia than they could
when he was admitted.

However, he is not current-
ly cancer-free and, despite
chemotherapy and a stem
cell transplant, he has a 40
per cent chance that the leu-
kaemia will return within the
first two years.

Since his diagnosis, Leo’s
family have been working
with blood cancer charity
DKMS to get more people
on the stem cell donor reg-
ister in a bid to improve his
chances of finding a match
and held a registration day in
November.

Centre will get an official reopening
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Leo Spronson,
aged 16,
urgently needs
a stem cell
transplant. s

THE REOPENING date of Droitwich’s Tourist
Information Centre has now been revealed.

The centre closed last Thursday and will
re-open on Monday, February 9.

Last year, the Heritage and Information
Centre was temporarily relocated to the
town’s council chambers, still located in St
Richard’s House.

The centre has been running a reduced
offering with no museum open.

The temporary closure is enabling the

council chamber to be refigured for meetings
and allow staff to make the final preparations
for the centre’s new layout.

Plans for an official opening ceremony are
currently being finalised, with Droitwich Spa
Town Council staff expecting it to take place
during March.

A spokesperson for the centre said the re-
opening was exciting news for 2026, adding
they could not wait to welcome people back
to the new-look building.

Woman critical after three-car crash

TWO women have been injured and one was
left fighting for her life after a serious three
car crash in Ombersley.

West Midlands Ambulance Service was
called to Hadley Lane, Ombersley by police
at 12.39pm on Wednesday.

Police closed the A4133 between Droitwich
and Ombersley in both directions for most of
the day.

Two ambulances, two paramedic officers,
a specialist paramedic and the Midlands Air
Ambulance from Strensham were sent to the
scene.

A West Midlands Ambulance Service

spokesperson said crews found the driver of
one car in a critical condition.

They added the team of medics quickly
administered advance trauma care and she
was taken to Birmingham’s Queen Eizabeth
Hospital for further treatment.

The driver of a second car, a woman, was
treated for injuries not thought to be serious
at the scene and a young child was unin-
jured.

Both patients were taken to the
Worcestershire Royal Hospital for further
checks.

BROMSGROVE

PREP « PRE-PREP « NURSERY

OPEN
MORNING

Friday 30th January

Come and see us in action
contact admissions to arrange a
time for your visit

THE WINTERFOLD WAY

nurturing curiosity and building confidence - naturally

Amazing opportunities for children aged 2 to 13

01562 777234 admissions@winterfoldhouse.co.uk
www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

Longhridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
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OF ROOFING
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New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Car will be
a life-saver

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

MORE lives could be
saved across north east
Worcestershire after an
ambulance hub received a
new emergency response
car.

The car, funded by Worces-
tershire County Council’s pub-
lic health community grant pro-
gramme, has been unveiled at
Bromsgrove Ambulance Hub.

The vehicle will support the
work of North East Worcestershire
First Responders (NEWFR), a vol-
unteer-led charity whose trained

responders attend 999
calls for the West
Midlands

Coun Satinder Bell, left; and Bromsgrove District Council
chairman, Coun Sam Evans, right; cut the ribbon with Ross Harris,
from North East Worcestershire First Responders. Picture courtesy '
of Worcestershire County Council. s

Ambulance Service. The team
provides immediate care at life-
threatening incidents such as car-
diac arrests, strokes and road
traffic collisions, often arriving
before an ambulance and deliver-
ing vital early intervention.

The charity, which origi-
nally served just Redditch, has
expanded to cover Bromsgrove,
Droitwich, Alvechurch, Wythall
and the surrounding villages, with
14 volunteers each providing at
least 240 hours per year.

The public health community
grant, along with National Lottery
cash, has enabled NEWFR to pur-
chase a second response vehicle,
doubling operational capacity.

The funding also supports
wider community health
schemes includ-
ing cardiopul-
monary resus-
citation (CPR)
and first aid
training, bleed-
control
aware-
ness
and
the

expansion of community defibril-
lators.

Sessions in schools, youth
groups, workplaces and commu-
nity organisations equip residents
with life-saving skills.

Councillor  Satinder Bell,
‘Worcestershire County Council’s
cabinet member for health and
wellbeing, said: “This project is
a clear example of how public
health investment can save lives
long before someone reaches a
hospital.

“By supporting North East
Worcestershire First Responders,
we are strengthening emergency
response times but we are also
building vital community skills
through CPR and first aid train-
ing. Prevention, early interven-
tion and community confidence
are at the heart of good public
health and this funding helps

ensure more residents know what
to do in a crisis.”

She described the volunteers’
commitment as ‘extraordinary’
adding, the new vehicle would
help the team “reach more peo-
ple, more quickly, across our
communities.”

Ross Harris, from NEWFR, said
the funding had made a huge dif-
ference.

“A second vehicle means we
can respond to more emergencies
across a much wider area and
it gives our volunteers the tools
they need to save lives,” he said.

“The support for training equip-
ment and community education
also means we can teach more
people CPR, first aid and bleed-
control skills. We're incredibly
grateful for the council’s support
and proud to continue serving
our communities.”

The Standard, Friday January 23, 2026
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The new emergency
response car has
been unveiled at
the West Midlands
Ambulance

Service Hub in
romsgrove. Picture
by Marcus Mingins

- 0226006MMR1

Tim Cronin, from West
Midlands Ambulance Service,
said: “Community first respond-
ers play a vital role in their com-
munities, volunteering their time
to respond to life-threatening
emergencies alongside the West
Midlands Ambulance Service.

“This new vehicle will make a
real, life-saving difference and
we are incredibly grateful for the
grant funding and support that
made it possible.

“It ensures our responders are
better equipped to support and
reach more patients when every
second counts.”

Go to northeastworcestershire
firstresponders.com for more on
NEWFR.

Visit worcestershire.gov.uk/
communitygrants for more on the
public health community grant
programme.
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MP slams government over failure
to spot ‘flawed housing formula’

BROMSGROVE’s MP  has
accused the Government of
failing to listen to the peo-
ple of Bromsgrove over his
Parliamentary petition to ‘save
the green belt’.

Bradley Thomas presented the
petition - signed by 5,900 peo-
ple - on the floor of the House of
Commons in December.

It demanded the Government jus-
tified the ‘flawed’ formula used to
calculate the 85 per cent increase
in Bromsgrove’s housing target and
called for Birmingham, which had
its target reduced, to take its fair
share.

It demanded Bromsgrove's 85

Bromsgrove MP
Bradley Thomas

Government for
for the district’s

be reduced. s

has hit out at the

D 4

ignoring his calls

housing target to

“We all except the need for
new houses, but not on the scale
the Government is imposing on
Bromsgrove.

“And not when we're clear-
ly being punished to enable the
Government to dramatically reduce
Birmingham’s housing target where
the need is more acute.”

He said the country’s housing
policy should be pretty simple
- ‘build on brownfield land first
and provide communities with the
required infrastructure before any
houses are built’.

“That’s something I'm sure we
can all get behind.

“Building on our precious green
belt and on agricultural land erodes
our rural way of life.

“Once the greenbelt’s gone, it's

gone.

“Not only, that it severely weak-
ens our country’s food security and
a time of global instability.”

He accused the Government of
‘failing to listen’ with regard to the
‘flawed formula’.

Visit bradleythomas.org.uk for
further details.

per cent increase and the Second
City’s 31 per cent reduction both
be reversed.

This, he said, would ensure the
burden was shared in a fair and
proportionate way and only allow
new houses to be built when the
accompanying infrastructure was
provided.

MrThomasreiterated Bromsgrove
District was 89 per cent green
belt and 79 per cent rural while

Birmingham’s target had 140 hec-
tares of brownfield land that could
be built on.

In responding to Mr Thomas’
petition, the Housing and Planning
Minister has both refused to
reduce Bromsgrove’s housing tar-
get and to reverse the decrease in
Birmingham’s housing target.

Mr Thomas is continuing the fight
and he and Bromsgrove District
Council leader, Coun Karen May,

will be meeting with the Housing
and Planning Minister next month
to once again make their case.

The MP said: “It’s quite clear that
the Government’s talk of protecting
the countryside is entirely hollow.

“The Housing Minister has
emboldened housing developers
to build on the green belt, and it
seems there’s no way to stop him
whilst this Government remains in
power.

Developers announce new
homes are now complete

A MAJOR £13.8million, 26-home
housing development on the edge of
Hagley has been completed.

CHRISTMAS ANTIQUE

& VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 25TH JANUARY
ENTRY 9AM - 2P

Sky Blue Sports Connexion Ryton on Dunsmore CV8 3FL
Freg parking & calé - Entry £3, under 16' FREE
Dogs are welcome
Gontact 07839 445024 www,gitairs.co.uk

Redditch & Bromsgrove
Friends Group

Are you looking to meet new people
and make new friends?

We are a group of friends who meet to enjoy
activities such as walks, cinema/theatre visits,
skittles, adventure golf, ten pin bowling and
regular pub nights to name just a few.
Interested?

Then ring Mo on

07900 803532

The Hagley Manor residential development on
Western Road is made up of 16 open market houses,
three first homes and seven affordable homes, which
have been transferred to Bromsgrove District Housing
Trust.

All properties on the 3.2-acre site were sold before
completion.

Open market homes ranged from three to five bed-
rooms.

The site was allocated for housing in Bromsgrove
District Council’s adopted local plan.

Planning consent was granted to the developers,
Cameron Homes, in 2023.

The homes include features such as electric vehicle
charging points, solar PV panels, a new cycle path and
smart heating controls.

Paul Morrisey, Cameron Homes’ operations director,
said: “We are thrilled to see this wonderful development
completed in only 18 months, with all 26 houses now
lived-in family homes.

“As it is a sloping site, boundary retainment work
was required to create the development area, prior to
housebuilding commencing, which required specialist
groundworks and site preparation.”

Guy Bebbington, managing director of Cameron
Homes, added: “Hagley is one of the most desirable
villages across the entire West Midlands.

“Sites for new homes are few and far between, so
it’s been wonderful to add to the village’s appeal with
a beautiful collection of energy-efficient Cameron
houses.”

Our

vision

At Specsavers, we see hundreds of people each day
with serious eye conditions, such as cataracts or
glaucoma. But we know that for many getting the
right treatment isn't always straightforward. That’s
why, with the experts at Newmedica, who are part of
the Specsavers family, we're making accessing care
easy. Newmedica provide thousands of sight-saving,
life improving treatments each week for private
patients and those who choose them through the
NHS. With their help we're closer to our vision of
ending avoidable sight loss.

Visit specsavers.co.uk/

Specsavers

Eye Health Clinics | Surgical Centres




The cadets supported the Redditch community with a litter pick. s

Things are really picking up

CADETS and adult volunteers from
Churchill Troop took part in a community
litter-picking activity at Arrow Valley Lake
in support of the local council and the
wider Redditch community.

The activity took place between 10am
and 2pm and formed part of the Army
Cadet Force’s community engagement syl-
labus.

During the session, cadets from the small
Churchill-based detachment worked around
the lake, collecting litter and helping to
improve the local environment while also
raising awareness of the importance of
keeping public spaces clean and safe for
everyone.

This community engagement task is
designed to encourage cadets to give some-
thing back to their local area, develop a
sense of civic responsibility and actively
support the communities in which they live.

The event also highlighted the positive
role that youth organisations, such as the
Army Cadet Force, play in supporting local
schemes.

Churchill Troop was pleased to be able
to assist Redditch Borough Council and
contribute in a practical way to the upkeep
of one of Redditch’s most well-used public
spaces, reinforcing the message that small
actions can make a meaningful difference
to the community as a whole.
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Recognition for
his contribution

A FORMER Dean of Bromsgrove
has been awarded the Cross of
St Wulfstan for his outstanding
contribution to the church in the
Diocese of Worcester.

Rev Dick Johnson was Area Dean
of Bromsgrove from 2008 to 2012.

He has worked in the Diocese
since 2006, most recently as
Development Officer for Faith at
Work in Worcestershire, as well
as Lead Chaplain for West Mercia
Police and Hereford and Worcester
Fire and Rescue Service.

Dick was ordained in 1990 and,
after three years in the Philippines,
in 1997, he was appointed town
centre Chaplain in Bexleyheath.

‘When Dick moved to the Diocese
of Worcester, his role included serv-
ing as chaplain to the Fire Service
and to Qinetiq in Malvern.

He also served as Team Vicar in the Holy
Trinity Team in Redditch and Chaplain to
Redditch Town Centre.

In 2017, Dick left the parish to work direct-
ly, part-time, for the Fire Service and West
Mercia Police as their joint Lead Chaplain.

Dick said: ‘It is an honour to join the fel-
lowship of those who have been recipients
of the Cross of St Wulfstan and one which I
see as recognition of the ministry of all those
who have been industrial and workplace
chaplains in Worcestershire with me over
these 20 years.

“It has been an amazing team to work with,
and a great Diocese to be part of.”

Bishop Hugh, who presented Dick with
his award, added: “I was delighted to be able
to award my first Wulfstan cross to Dick

Johnson.

“Dick has been a great proponent of chap-
laincy in this diocese and nationally and has
been a Christian presence for those who
might not otherwise encounter our faith.

“It is obvious that he has a strong com-
mitment to being at the interface between
the church and the world and throughout his
time in our diocese has ensured we continue
to focus on those outside of our buildings as
well as those inside.”

St Wulfstan lived between 1008 and 1095,
serving as Bishop of Worcester under the last
two Saxon kings and the first two Norman
kings.

Rev Dick Johnson was presented with
the Cross of St Wulfstan by Bishop
Hugh. s

44% o F F BAT H Ro O M S + FREE UNDERFLOOR HEATING

Merry Hill:
01384262710

Solihull:
0121516 9280

BUY NOW AND PAY NOTHING UNTIL 2027**

visit Www.aristocraft.me for more information! | *T&Cs Apply | **Authorised and Regulated By The Financial Conduct Authority

Our Chairman’s Price Promise: We will beat any like-for-like quote, ensuring you receive outstanding value!
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by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH’S Repair
Cafe will be re-launch-
ing at a new venue at the
end of the month.

The popular event is set to
return on Saturday, January
31, at Droitwich Spa Baptist
Church, and will offer resi-
dents the chance to have
their broken household items
repaired for free, helping
them save money and reduc-
ing waste in the process.

afe fans can ge

The cafe used to be hosted
on the final Saturday of each
month at the Droitwich Arts
Network Hub.

However the venue closed
in August to make way for the
new Droitwich Banking Hub,
in St Andrews Square.

The repaire cafe will run
from 10am to 2pm with addi-
tional sessions planned for the
final Saturdays in February
and March as part of a three-
month trial.

Repair cafes are commu-
nity-run events where skilled
volunteers help people fix

R&

everyday items such as small
electricals, clothing, bikes,
toys and household objects.

Instead of throwing items
away, residents can learn how
repairs are carried out and
extend the life of possessions
that might otherwise end up
in landfill.

The repair cafe is run by
volunteers from Bromsgrove
and Droitwich Makerspace,
a not-for-profit organisation
dedicated to hands-on learn-
ing, sustainability, and com-
munity education.

Repairs are free but dona-

Y
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tions are welcome, to help
cover essential running costs
such as venue hire and insur-
ance.

A spokesperson for the
repair cafe said: “The relaunch
comes at a time when many
households are feeling the
effects of rising living costs.

“By helping people repair
rather than replace items, the
repair cafe provides practical
support while also promoting
environmental responsibility
and skill-sharing within the
community.”
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Avian ’flu warnings

Warning posters about avian flu have been put

up in Sanders Park. s

BROMSGROVE District
Council has moved to
allay fears about avian
flu after flyers were put
up in Sanders Park warn-
ing residents not to touch
dead or sick birds.

A resident told the
Standard the notice men-
tioned the disease had
been ‘found in the local
area’.

The council said avian
flu has been found in
Arrow Valley Country
Park, in Redditch, with
which Bromsgrove DC
shares some services. It
has not been found in
Sanders Park but the
warning has been extend-
ed to the neighbouring
borough.

Speaking last week
about the discovery of
the disease in Redditch,
the council said: “Please
don’t touch or pick up any
sick or dead wild birds.

“This helps protect both
people and other wildlife.
Stick to paths and keep

dogs on leads. And do
not feed the birds ... stop
them gathering and the
virus spreading.”

The member of the
public who contacted
the Standard about the
warning notice said: “Bird
populations are struggling
without this happening.

“Itisimportant that dogs
are kept on leads and not
allowed to run loose over
the grass etc, to help pre-
vent the spread.”

Anyone who finds an
injured, unwellordeadbird
is advised to report it to
parksandopenspaces@
bromsgroveandred-
ditch.gov.uk and the
authorities  will report
it to the Department for
Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (Defra).

People can report dead
wild birds to Defra online
at https://bit.ly/3Y880CA,
or can call 03459 33 55
77 (option seven). Using
What3Words will provide
a more accurate location.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Di

Irect

loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

+ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

facebook

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Council tenant feedback sought

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

REDDITCH Borough Council
has launched this year’s ten-
ant satisfaction survey and
is inviting council tenants
to share their views on the
services the receive and to
help shape improvements.

The survey is an opportuni-
ty for tenants to tell the council
what worked well over the last
12 months and where changes are
needed across areas such as repairs,
maintenance, communication, and
neighbourhood services.

Tenants may receive invitations
to take part via official text mes-
sage, by post, through business
cards left by officers when visiting
properties and more, as the council
reaches out to as many tenants as
possible.

Councillor Bill Hartnett, Redditch
Borough Council’s portfolio holder
for housing, said: “Every response
gives us valuable insight into ten-
ant priorities and helps us identify
where we must improve.

“The 600-plus responses we
received last year directly shaped a
range of changes, from strengthen-
ing tenant engagement to introduc-
ing new maintenance services, all
driven by what tenants told us.

“Most importantly, the survey
helps cement tenants’ voices at
the heart of our improvement plan-
ning.

“As we continue this journey, that
feedback keeps our work aligned
with what really matters to our
tenants.

“This is an ongoing, year-on-year
process, and I encourage every
tenant to take part and help shape
the future of council housing in
Redditch.

“We're also actively recruiting
tenants and leaseholders right now
to join our focus groups and tenant

panels, so there are many opportu-
nities to be heard — whether by sim-
ply filling in a quick survey or com-
ing and getting actively involved.”
The survey, which forms part
of the council’s duty to its tenants
under current social housing regu-
latory requirements, will be increas-

Lights of Love genera

LAST YEAR’S Lights of Love
campaign raised a mas-
sive £33,165 for the Primrose
Hospice.

The annual fundraiser — the
charity’s biggest of the year
— once again gave the com-
munity the chance to remem-
ber loved ones during the fes-
tive season while supporting
their local hospice at the same
time.

In 2025, the appeal raised
the impressive amount thanks
to more than 1,500 dedica-
tions, which were displayed on

Christmas trees in Bromsgrove £2

and Redditch town centres
throughout November
{ December.

Kelly Wetherall, fundraiser at
Primrose Hospice said: “I've
been lucky enough to take
care of this appeal for three
years now, so it is close to my
heart.

“Having a tribute to a loved
one on the displays is a tradi-
tion for some that has contin-

and |

ued for many years while for
others, it will have been their
first.

“We hope Lights of Love
gives our community the
chance to come together, to
pause and to remember.” §

She added, she wanted &=

ingly familiar to many tenants as it
enters its third full year.

All the survey feedback gets care-
fully analysed and the findings are
shared publicly, along with the
actions the council will take in
response.

The results also go to the reg-

ulator of social housing. People
interested in responding can visit
redditchbe.gov.uk/tenantsurvey to
complete the questionnaire. Paper
copies are available from housing
officers.

The consultation closes at 5pm
on Friday, February 13.

s £33,000 for hospice

to pay particular thanks to
headline sponsor Thomas
Brothers Funeral Directors for
its continued generous sup-
port over the years. %
Primrose Hospice would §
like to also like to thank the
dedication board sponsors,

The Bromsgrove Lights of
Love tree shone brightly in
November and December.

Ricture by Tony Slade. s

their performers, all their volun-
teers and most of all, everyone
who donated.

The Primrose Hospice -
which needs £1.95million each
year so it can provide the serv-
ices it offers — is always looking
for people to raise funds for the
cause throughout the year.

People can visit the site
primrosehospice.org/support- =
us/events-calendar/ to find out
how they can get involved.
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9™ APRIL: K-POP SUPERSTARS
10™ APRIL: THE RADIOHEAD PROJECT
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Police hoping to
save a few quad

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.
com

A WARNING has been
issued after a spate of
quad bike thefts across
North Worcestershire.

Between January 7 and
January 9, West Mercia
Police received four reports
of off-road vehicles being
stolen, including two on the
same night.

The quad bikes were stolen
from outbuildings in Rowney
Green, Mustow Green, Hagley
and Hartlebury.

Investigations are ongoing
into the spate of burglaries,
and police have been forced
to offer extra crime preven-

tion advice.

Sarah Sceats, a
‘Worcestershire rural and busi-
ness crime officer, said: “We
have received several reports
recently of burglaries where
quad bikes have been sto-
len, and while investigations
continue, we are encourag-
ing anyone who owns one to
review their security.”

She urged people to con-
sider taking photos of their
bikes for their own records
and for insurance purposes.

This will also make them
more identifiable in the event
they are stolen.

She added: “Keep them
locked away when not in
use and consider chaining
them to a secure fixing and
using other vehicles to block
access to any sheds or out-

buildings they may be kept in
overnight.

“A GPS tracker or tagging
system is a useful security
measure as are forensic
marking solutions such as
SmartWater.

“CCTV is another good
choice, especially one with a
motion sensor system linked
to a mobile phone device.”

Call 999 immediately if
you see anyone attempting to
steal your quad bike, but do
not approach them.

’

Cannabis grow discovered in town

A PERSON was arrested after
police raided a property in
Bromsgrove on Wednesday
and uncovered a cannabis
grow.

The swoop was carried
out by Bromsgrove Safer
Neighbourhood Team.

The set-up was disman-
tled and, West Mercia Police

said, an investigation into the
find was ongoing.

All the items discovered
at the property have been
seized and destroyed.

A West Mercia Police
spokesperson said: “We
continue to act on informa-
tion from our community
to tackle drug production

and protect our neighbour-
hoods.”

They urged anyone with
concerns about suspicious
activity in their area to report
it. Residents can call 101
or by visiting: westmercia.
police.uk and using the ‘Tell
Us About It' section of the
website.
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Snow White says ‘Hello’ to the Seven Dwarfs at the St Peter’s Church panto. Picture

by Marcus Mingins0326003MMR

Extra dwarf provides panto mystery

A REDDITCH church has performed its
latest pantomime to the participants of St
Peter’s Pantry.

The show they staged was Snow White
with a interesting twist to the story, per-
formed at St Peters Church in Ipsley.

The production followed the same plot of
the traditional fairytale, but in this case there
were eight dwarfs.

Vera Stanhope, a character in the well-
known detective series of the same name,
asked the audience for its help in finding
the missing dwarf.

Snow White, played by John, escaped to

the Dwarfs’ Cottage but was confused as
there was eight of everything there.

The unexpected ending discovered
Hoppy the dwarf was disabled from birth
and was therefore unable to go down the
mine.

The dwarfs were played by Paul, Sarah,
Michael Jackie, Stephen and the two Daves.
Dwarf number eight, played by Kerry, was
wheeled in by his carer Dawn.

A final reflection given by Rhoda Lingard
- the writer - which reminded the audience
we are all different.

r

HAVE A 10 YEAR

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litle overheads

INSURANCE

01789 4151711 07729 689239

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE’S

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
OMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more FHE
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. “PGHADE

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options

 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?
v FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
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&=
Cloud Zero

lift and tilt

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT
OICE OF SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES

v TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Expenence -
Fantastic Serwce
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

facebook

¢¢Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!>®

(CB August 2025)

in Just A Bed.

. 01905 796 507

v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly
Recommend them?’

(MQ July 2025)

_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
JANUARY SALE NOW ON

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

WINTER SALE

KING SIZE FOR THE PRICE OF A DOUBLE
SUPER KING FOR THE PRICE OF A KING

Winter Offer

"|3FORZ (3

Three seat sofa for the
price of a two seat sofa

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ
t. 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
I FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE (0] 5 % % % % % GOOGLE REVIEWS
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Stephen
wants
people
to roll

u

sie

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

A CANCER survivor from
Hollywood is encouraging
people to donate plasma.

Stephen Franklin was a dedicated
donor from 2020 until last year,
when he was diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer — meaning he can no
longer donate.

The 60-year-old received his
shock diagnosis on May 8 — VE
Day - a significant date for him, as
a veteran who served in the army as
a helicopter co-pilot.

Stephen said: “It was during the
two-minute silence, as I left the
hospital after hearing the devastat-
ing news. I just stood there, trying
to process everything that just hap-
pened.”

Save lives
Give plasma

In August, Stephen had his pros-
tate surgically removed - just a day
after his 60th birthday.

Stephen was a blood donor before
becoming a dedicated plasma donor
for five years, collecting more than
150 credits for his blood and plas-
ma donations in the process, and
has been a powerful advocate for
plasma donation.

Donated plasma in England is
transformed into life-saving medi-
cines for patients with rare and
serious conditions.

NHS Blood and Transplant
(NHSBT) collects plasma at spe-
cially dedicated donor centres
in Birmingham, Reading and
Twickenham, as well as through
whole-blood donations.

Following a low haemoglobin
deferral at one of his regular plasma
donation sessions, Stephen went to

his doctor for further tests, with the
aim of finding out how he could get
back to donating.

That visit to the doctor’s spi-
ralled into several different medical
appointments and further medical
examinations that eventually led to
his prostate cancer diagnosis.

Covid

After contracting Covid-19, the
retired firefighter of 27 years,
bounced back to try and help other
coronavirus victims by donating
more plasma than anyone else to a
treatment trial in England.

At the time, he was the first per-
son in the UK to hit 10 donations of
plasma for the Covid-19 convales-
cent plasma programme, in 2020.

After the trial ended, Stephen
continued to donate plasma as the

\‘:‘f " .<,,f,>

eals for p

[NHS]
Blood and Transplant

NHS started to build up stocks to
begin producing vital, life-saving
medicines.

Stephen is now in remission and,
at the end of November, was able
to return to working as a teaching
assistant in a school for pupils with
special educational needs.

He said: “I am gutted I can no
longer give plasma — it was a big
part of my routine. I religiously
donated every three weeks so it
was hard to hear that I could never
donate again after my diagnosis.
However I know I can still help by
inspiring others to donate in my
name.

“The staff at the donor centre are
so kind and professional. I will miss
seeing them regularly but I still look
forward to popping into the donor
centre to say hello whenever I am
in town.

y/ : :
lasma
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“Although I can’t donate plasma
any more, my work here isn’t over
yet. I will be rounding up all my
friends and family to donate plasma
in my name now that I am no longer
able to.”

Mark Bailey, Birmingham Plasma
Donor Centre Manager, said:
“Stephen’s story is a powerful
reminder of how every donation can
make a real difference and I thank
him for everything he has done to
support plasma donation over the
years. January is the perfect time
for people to make a resolution that
truly saves lives and I urge them to
join our community of blood and
plasma donors.”

To book an appointment or to
register as either a blood or plas-
ma donor, visit: www.blood.co.uk,
download the NHS Give Blood app
or call 0300 123 23 23.

2% Lunchtime Specials and
"% Under 60s

s Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

Menu £10.25
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give your kitchen
a fresh NEW LOOK

Joe’s DoOrsS & overlays

At Joe's Doors, we specialise in transforming
kitchens without the disruption, stress, or sky-
high cost of a full renovation. By replacing your
existing doors, panels, and trims, we give your
kitchen a stunning new look that feels like a
complete miracle. Most transformations are
completed in just two days, and there’s no need
to empty your cupboards.

* No mess, no fuss - just beautiful results
* Most fitted in as little as two days

* Wide range of designs to suit any style
* Custom-made to fit your existing units
* Quality materials, expert workmanship
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* % NOW AVAILABLE **

BUY NOW PAY LATER

Upgrade your kitchen with flexible payments.
Just a 10% deposit - nothing more to pay until 2027.

CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS

seamlessly over your existing
surfaces, delivering a luxury
finish.

Why choose Quartzize?

« Timeless and elegant design
+ Non-porous and hygienic
* Incredibly easy to maintain

We're here to help you create a space
you'll love — with a more wow factor.

Whether you're going for a fresh, contemporary
vibe or something timeless and traditional, we have
hundreds of options to help you.

Complete your transformation with a Quartzize
natural stone overlay — the smart, stylish way
to update your worktops without the hassle of
removing them. These elegant stone overlays fit

+/ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢/ FITTED INA DAY ORTWO ¢ MAD| MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Book your completely free, no-obligation
consultation with Joe’s Doors today.

Why replace your worktops when this unique
quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:
» Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

« Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

[ i iégwm‘z‘
M B 1.:".":!?'!.’

Our fitters will come back and
transform your kitchen.

“Subject to status: Terms and candiions apply.

QUARTZIZE

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

-I We'll pop along and take 2

Choose from our range of 3
some measurements...

doors and worktops...

FREE SURVEY
FREE DESIGN
FREE QUOTE
FULLY FITTED
NATIONWIDE

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience. Family-run business.
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Editor’s Comment

! t THIS YEAR'’S Big Garden
Birdwatch runs from today
until Sunday and comes at a
critical time for many of our feath-
ered friends.

Shocking statistics show the UK
has lost around 38 million birds in
the past 60 years.

Some species once common-
place in British plots — including
song thrushes, greenfinches and
house sparrows — are now on the
red list.

Please take part in the count,
which will help the RSPB with its
important conservation work.

Turn to page 24 for more
details. , ,

Order photos
online now!

Purchase pictures
featured in this
newspaper at

www.buyphotos247.com

Letters
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The Bromsgrove and Droitwich Standards, Webb House, Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 8BP
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Our readers have
written to tell us about
their experiences with
Royal Mail deliveries:

I HAVE been having issues with
Royal Mail since before the snow.
T've had medication not deliv-
ered three times now (from

Pharmacy2U).

T've also bought and paid for two
expensive, special birthday cards.

There has also been post lost in
transit.

Luckily for me, my doctors pre-
scribed me some emergency medi-
cations which I went to go and
pick up from the surgery.

I also contacted Moonpig about
my cards.

They reimbursed me and asked
for me to reorder them. Yet again,
they did not turn up.

As for mail, I've had absolutely
nothing since about December 20.

Most of our road, or area, is the
same.

I am unable to visit the Post
Office to collect anything as I can-
not park anywhere near the office
and I have difficulty walking.

Blaming it on the snow and ill-
ness is outdated now.

Apparently, the posties have
asked to do overtime to get this
backlog down (they aren’t even
delivering in a red Royal Mail van,
I've heard).

They have asked management,
and management has said ‘no’.

[Labour MP for Birmingham
Northfield] Lawrence Turner is
aware of this situation and is
meant to be speaking to Royal Mail
soon.

Something is going on. This is
totally wrong.

I'm sure Royal Mail is commit-
ting offences by not holding up
their end of the bargain by deliver-
ing post and parcels, especially
private documents like renewed
passports and even my business
and personal bank statements.

This needs to be addressed
ASAP.

Paula Bryant

I RECEIVED an NHS letter for an
appointment today (January 19)
and it was for an appointment that
was supposed to take place on
January 16.

How long has that been sitting in
the system, I wonder?

Fortunately, it was not a life-or-
death situation but that could be
happening for some people and/or
for expensive medical procedures.

John Connelly

MOST of the residents on our
estate have collected post from the
office at Aston Fields.

‘We had been told that postal
services would resume mid-week,
although that was the previous
week.

Amanda Allen

I REQUESTED copies of a birth
certificate and a marriage certifi-
cate, urgently, and paid §49 each
for 48-hour priority delivery last
Wednesday.

It is now Tuesday and there is no
sign of the important documents
required for Wednesday.

I don’t know what will be the
result of this now.

Rubery resident (B45)

I HAVE received a letter today -
January 19 - dated January 2.

How can this possibly have taken
17 days to be delivered?

Mrs C Stamp

‘WE HAVE not had a single letter
delivered for the first two weeks of
the year and then, at the weekend,
a mountain of post arrived.

Most of the post we received was
massively important — several of
the letters were from our mortgage
provider.

It is simply unacceptable that we
are expected to wait around two
weeks for a simple letter.

Royal Mail need to sort it out.

Wythall resident (B47)

Have your say, log onto
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk

Reform is failing

WORCESTERSHIRE County
Council, led by Reform, has failed
to fix the basics: a lamppost

in Bromsgrove High Street has
remained unrepaired for more than
500 days, with no confirmed date
for action.

I have been pushing for this
repair for more than a year and am
dismayed at the lack of action and
communication from the council.

Our High Street needs the sup-
port from both councils and this
includes them fixing issues in a
timely manner.

The lack of urgency, or any
update from the county council,
makes you question whether they
really care for our town?

‘Whilst the county council wastes
taxpayers’ money on the A38, they
are failing to fix the basics.

It is not just the lamp posts on
High Street, it is numerous other
issues, like the closure of the
bridge on Little Lane, closed for
months without any timescale for
it being reopened, just passing the
blame to other councils.

The Lib Dems demand Reform
get back to basics and ensure
Bromsgrove continues to see
improvement whilst it wastes
money on an A38 project that will
do nothing to resolve the issues
facing Bromsgrove residents.

Councillor Josh Robinson,
Bromsgrove Liberal
Democrats

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

WINDOWS
Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

“Credit is subject to application and affordability. Terms and conditions apply. £1000 minimum order value applies to all finance plans, with a maximum loan value of £50,000 and a minimum deposit of £99. £99 deposit option is only applicable to orders up
to the value of £5,000 including VAT. Balance can be repaid within 6 months with a £29 exit charge. 5 Star Construction Services Limited, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR (FRN 730066) trading as 5 Star Windows & Conservatories is a credit broker
and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Credit provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC Capital (UK) PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Register no. 704348).

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

Btir der”

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

FEATURE DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Kidderminster DY10 1JR Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01562 814792 Tel: 01905 887970

S5STARWINDOWS.CO.UK

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORES
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3 COURSE CARVERY £10

(If paying by cash)
Please note there is a £1 discount if paying cash as we'd simply rather give it
our customers rather than the banks

We are going to be mega busy so booking strongly advised as always.

- FISH AND CHIP FRIDAY ONLY £10.95

Don’t forget our famous sunday carvery!

The Fox Inn, Lower Chaddesley, Kidderminster, DY10 4QN
01562 777247 | thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk
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A moment history will remember

AN IRANIAN who made his home in
Bromsgrove more than 30 years ago
has spoken of his fears for his home
country and the people living there.

The man, who did not want to be named,
said the nation had been betrayed and
begged the World ‘not to look away’.

Reports in the UK national media sug-
gest thousands have been killed ‘some in
an inhuman and savage manner’ since
the civil unrest began at the end of last
month.

But the now Bromsgrove resident said
the country ‘should have been one of
the great success stories of the modern
world’.

“Blessed with immense natural wealth,
Iran ranks among the top four nations
globally in combined oil and natural gas
reserves.

“It possesses a young, educated popu-
lation, a strategic geographic position,
and one of the richest cultural heritages
on Earth. Few countries have ever had so
much potential.”

He said, before 1979, Iran’s potential
was being realised.

“Under Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
Iran was rapidly modernising and open-
ing to the world.

“The economy was growing, educa-
tion was expanding and women gained
fundamental rights, including the right
to vote.

“Iran’s cities were alive with culture,
innovation and confidence. Its foreign
policy was pragmatic and inclusive -
guided by cooperation rather than con-
frontation.

He said, back then, Iran was ‘admired’
but that country no longer existed in its
successful form.

T

The Azadi Tower in Tehran is a symbol of modern
Iranian architecture and cultural heritage. Picture by
Sorena Shirzad - Unsplash.com. s

“Millions of Western tourists visited a
country that seamlessly blended ancient
civilisation with modern life.

“There were luxurious hotels, vibrant
nightlife, pristine beaches, ski resorts
and historic wonders like Persepolis
which made Iran a regional beacon of
stability and progress.”

But, he claimed, ‘46 years of rule
by the Ayatollahs had transformed Iran
from a rising global power into a broken
state’.

“The Islamic Republic is now widely
recognised as one of the world’s lead-
ing sponsors of terrorism - exporting
violence, destabilising entire regions a
nd leaving a trail of destruction from
Lebanon and Syria to Yemen and Iraq.”

He said, after failing abroad, the
regime had turned its brutality onto its
own people.

“Today’s Iranian uprising is not spon-
taneous - it is the inevitable result of dec-
ades of corruption, theft, and systemic
injustice.

“The average Iranian survives on
roughly £100-a-month while basic living
costs exceed §400.

“The national currency has collapsed,
losing over 200 per cent of its value in
less than a year.

“Clean air is a luxury - pollution poi-
sons cities. Gas, electricity, and water are
rationed.Food and utility prices change
by the hour. For millions, survival itself
has become a daily battle.

“And yet, when Iranians demand dig-
nity, they are met with bullets.”

It is difficult to ascertain exactly how
many Iranians have been killed with
some estimates at more than 12,000 and
others at over 20,000.

The man, who still has family and
friends living in Iran, said many killed by
Revolutionary Guard forces were under
the age of 30 and the total communica-
tions blackout was in a bid to erase the
evidence of mass killings and war crimes
against its own citizens.

“Iranians speak of streets soaked in
blood, of a stench of death lingering in
the air. This is not governance. This is
terror.

“The international community can no
longer hide behind failed strategies - 46
years of sanctions have not freed the
Iranian people.

“Endless condemnations, unaccompa-
nied by action, have changed nothing.
Words alone do not stop bullets. Silence
does not save lives.The Islamic Republic
is weaker than it has ever been - frac-
tured internally, isolated externally, and
exposed for what it truly is: a regime
incapable of being a responsible member
of the global community.”

The man said the world needed to
actively support the Iranian people in
their struggle to reclaim their futures.

“This can be done through political
pressure, diplomatic isolation of the
regime and concrete support for civil
resistance and human rights.

“Iranians are not asking for charity -
they are demanding the right to choose
their own destiny.

“A free Iran - liberated from the rule of
the Ayatollahs - would not only restore
hope to its people but would bring last-
ing peace and stability to the Middle East
and beyond.

“Economically, politically, and mor-
ally, the stakes could not be higher.
“History will remember this moment.”

-

: ~/“pound for £ tey\\
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &
> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous

and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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Long journey in memory of Alma
ends with heartfelt thanks to all

A MAN from Solihull has fin-
ished his epic drive through
Europe, all in memory of his
beloved dog Alma.

Nigel Patterson, who lives in
Monkspath, spent two weeks driv-
ing through Europe alongside
his friend John Arthur in two old
Peugeots to raise money for Wythall
Animal Sanctuary.

When Alma died, Nigel went to
the sanctuary to donate her bed-
ding and food.

He got chatting to the staff and
asked how the sanctuary operates,
and said he was shocked to find out
they survive only on donations.

To channel his grief, he decided
to redo the fundraising challenge
he did for a children cancer ward
in Birmingham in 2010.

He said: “Our beloved dog Alma
was nearly two years old when we
rescued her and she had such a bad
start in life, but we had 13 fantastic
years together and she travelled all
over Europe with us.

“She filled three doggy passports
and they were just the happiest of
times.

“We loved her very much and
she us.”

‘Wythall Animal Sanctuary is a
non destruct Sanctuary and have
been helping rescue and rehabili-
tate animals since 1968.

They help the animals who need
it most by giving them a second
chance at a forever home, or where

Nigel is joined by Mark Baker, Adam Avery, Darron Baillie and Russell Baker. Picture by Marcus
Mingins 4625004MMR

this is not possible due to behaviour-
al or medical reasons, the Sanctuary
is their forever home.

Nigel is hoping to raise £5,000
so the sanctuary can create a spe-
cialised quiet area for the dogs that
are more sensitive and get easily
overwhelmed and stressed with the
comings and going’s of daily life,
and has so far raised over £4,000.

Nigel added: “By creating these
quiet spaces we can give the sensi-
tive souls of the sanctuary a relaxing
haven for them to enjoy the peaceful
life they so deserve.

“We want to help so that other
animals don’t have to suffer like she
did, give their residents tranquility
and help to find their rescue animals
good and loving homes.”

Nigel wused Springfield Pet
Crematorium to handle Alma’s pass-
ing and said the service they pro-
vided was amazing.

They donated £400 to get the fund
off the ground, and Nigel said he
was so thankful.

Nigel also visited Baker Ward, a
printing company in Wythall that
designed the stickers on the cars.

He said they donated £80 to the
fund and were amazing at making
sure all the stickers on the cars were
done before they headed off across
Europe.

If you would like to help Nigel visit
Jjustgiving.com/crowdfunding/almas-
trust to donate.

V &

4 New roofs
4 Re-roofs

4+ Roof repairs kma:t;':n';,,g

this adyert

4+ Tiles/slates
replaced

UPVC ROOFLINE

PRODUCTS

4 Fascias

4 Cladding

4 Soffits

4 Guttering

4 Down pipes
Freo Quotations

Call Jake on

01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google

ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE « TRUSTED

Commancial roof projects undertaken

4 Flat roof solutions
4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt
4 Re-pointing

4+ Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

DRY RIDGES

EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

Al Work Guonawloed
07389 844 856 or

Molo] 4], [ce] §.)
GOOD WOMAN
TO MARRY

BETWEEN AGE OF 40 to 87

Seeking nice woman between 40 to 87 with
view to marriage. Only sincere persons.

Please email me:

—peterdavis1996firm@engineer.com
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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The benefits local businesses
can bring to our commumtv

Local companies play a pivotal role in reinforcing the fabric of their com-
munities, offering a myriad of benefits that extend beyond their immedi-

ate economic contributions. These enterprises contribute significantly to
the social, cultural, and environmental well-being of their surroundings.

Economic Impact

One of the most significant benefits of
local companies is their positive eco-
nomic impact on the communities they
serve. Local businesses tend to use local
suppliers and hire from the local work-
force, ensuring that the money spent
remains within the community. According
to numerous studies, for every £1 spent
at a local shop, approximately 63p circu-
lates back into the local economy. This
contrasts sharply with national chains,
where a lower proportion of each pound
spent stays in the local area. As a result,
the presence of local businesses boosts

the community’s economic health, sup-
porting job creation and reducing unem-
ployment rates.

Furthermore, local companies often
adapt their offerings to the specific needs
and preferences of their community.
Whether it’s a café that provides organic
produce sourced from regional farms or
a craft shop showcasing local artisans,
these businesses cater to the tastes and
values of their customers. This ability to
tailor products and services fosters a |
unique market environment that attracts |
residents and visitors alike, enriching the
local economy. >>

Matthew J. Elmes & Co.

Chartered Accountants

Accountancy and taxation services
to business and individuals
Bookkeeping ﬂ

Payroll
Statutory Accounts
Tax returns

Probate & Estate Administration
Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney

Authorised to carry on the reserved | a&ﬁxﬁ;y
of Probate. Authorised and regulatedfasfal
CILEX-ACCA Probate Entity.

info@matthewelmes.co.uk

01789 549 008

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Cultural Enrichment

The cultural contributions of local com-
panies can be profound. They often pro-
vide stage for local artists and craftsmen,
helping to preserve and promote the
unique cultural identity of the commu-
nity. By hosting events, workshops, and
exhibitions, local businesses not only
showcase local talent but also create
opportunities for interaction and collabo-
ration among community members.

Furthermore, local eateries and shops
often reflect the culinary and artistic
heritage of the region. They offer unique
products that tell the story of the area,
fostering a sense of pride among resi-
dents while attracting tourists interested
in authentic experiences. These busi-
nesses serve as ambassadors of local
culture, reinforcing community identity
and cohesion.

Resilience and Innovation

Local companies often exhibit resilience
and innovation in ways larger corpora-
tions may not. Because they are closely
connected to their communities, they
can respond quickly to changing condi-
tions or customer needs.

During challenging economic times or
crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
many local businesses adapted by pivot-

PAGE 21

ery services, or creating new products
that met emerging needs.

This adaptability not only ensures the
survival of local businesses but also
strengthens the community’s economy
in the face of adversity. Communities
with robust local business ecosystems
tend to recover more quickly from eco-
nomic downturns, as these businesses

are often more flexible and capable of
navigating change.

ing their operations, whether by enhanc-
ing their online presence, offering deliv-

GLAZING A

I l & REPAIRS

LTD

RELIABLE SERVICE...

FRIENDLY, HONEST &

* Locks
* Hinges

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

* Mirrors

* Misted Glass

¢ Safety Glass

* Decorative Glass

* Cat Flaps in Glass

* Conversatory Repairs

* Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
U.P.\.C.

WINDOWS

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

WINDOWS <
SUPPLIED
& FITTED

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors
Composite Doors

Card payments accepted RY/ LYY

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

DRNWES" ||

Tel: 0800 3032559 Noionf Mob: 07773 911552

www.drives4u.%o.uk

Are you looking to
improve or enlarge

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,

Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Solihull or Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We’ve designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway
and patio you can imagine, so we
will not be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100%
satisfaction and unlike other
driveway companies, with us you
pay absolutely nothing upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save
upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box cponttaitnseeg\]/ery di;itaftrSm?to 9.e Ve o
6. Endanger (7) 1. Signify (5)
EASY 7. Coach (5) 2. Erase (6)
3 8 7|5 3. Concealed (3)
9. Smooth (5) .
6 8 4 9 4. Habit (6)
- ] 514 10. Please (7) 5. Enclose (7)
12. Disorder (11) ] i
7 8 1 8 Squnrr(n)(7)
14. M 1 11. Inert (7
8 53 91 7 ercury (11)
13. Calm (7)
18. Accept (7)
6 4 8 | 15. Gifted (6)
9 5 9 s Bl 16. Involve (6)
71913 ) 1 21. Cut (5) 17. Veracity (5)
a | 9 7 9 22. Weakness (7) 20. Weep (3)
HARD
117 2
8 4 6
8 2

1 7 5
2 8|9

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Puppets
AINTTTCYFIHEAI
OTPSOCRARFNTMTN
OKACASYLOUMLUPT
EICRRLGARATECAR
MONETEGNDSEPTYO
YDSTEDIPSTBMEMHE
FNYDNDTISNUISTA
|l APKAEHMHGOTDRA
NRMCUDOUCLEAVNT
GEOUEGRCSZORDOH
FEHSHTRAOZFKRGE
ROTEKLOPEIEGOOP
BGTIEENEAEBPNEH
ALBMRLAPRDDOTDE
SI RUSHDYDAYWOOR

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with

a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Masculine
Auction
Singular
Vended

MAKE

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

415339  gives wine;
875 gives beer;
1264 gives a beer ingredient.

Precious element

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

one 9-letter word to be found.

GOOD

T
A

How you rate
20 words: average
30 words: good

B4

40 words: very good
50 or more: excellent.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out

to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.
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22

17 18
C

.
. ol
T N
| | @

N<XS<C-UVIOTVOZErX=—=IOTmMOgwm




The Standard, Friday January 23, 2026 PAGE 23

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS

6. Public school founded by

for support (7)

I¥’s time to

Like, Follow &

Subscribe

Don’t be LEFT BEHIND......
@ RedditchStandard G TheRedditchStandard ® @RedStand

Supreme Spirit (4)

ACROSS "eBoA pZ 1103 |7
" ‘nepue 0z ‘buney g1 ‘Upua) 8| ‘peqpuis /| ‘aAmes €| ‘eueAeH (| ‘MOLIBH 9 ‘Juny §
1. Slumame assumed by the British royal house ‘enuing p ‘0o € Hiseweq z 'S | :NMOQ ‘1124na 8Z ‘pleiaD £7 9Bpuaxo 97
since 1917 (7) ‘peoj Gz ‘Aio) €7 ‘anepug 7z ‘el 17 ‘Aey 61 “ISIYM 91 ‘euneq G| ‘MOA |
4. Seclusion of women practised by some Islamic “ysny Z1 “INGYES | | 0y 6 ‘BY-BH § ‘UONEIN| £ ‘YepINg f OSPUIA | :SSOYIY
and Hindu peoples (6) piomssos) abpajmouy [e13udD
7. In biology, an occurrence of a new form
differing from its parents (8) K1) 07 “yanaL £1 ‘J/e3uz 91 4ana]) G| ‘uslaing €1, ‘anissed | | ‘2|66 § ‘Buijuo) g
8. A sunken fence bounding a garden, etc. (2-2) wolsny b ‘pIH € ‘a19[2q 7 ‘Ajduw) | :umoq jiely 7z Janas |7 ‘21015 6 and3Y g
9. !“ mythology, Norse god after whom Thursday SRAISPINY P Juawabuelaq 7| Ayein o1 §ad|s 6 ‘10iny £ ‘uadu| 9 :ssony
is name§ (4). ‘ piomssot)
11, 0ld musical instrument like a trombone (7)
12.  Piece of crisp-baked bread (4) 1aydon ayy uopion ‘dojuapoop Appeq AV1dISHOH
14. A solemn promise or pledge (3) ‘leag 312204 “eApiey 3y} siQ ‘ajbung ‘Jsaduia) Aoiy uteide) JRuUIN
15, Animal life of a region (5) ‘3n|\ ay3 un|y ‘1ey puejoy oei) 1305 “ABBId SSI ‘yanoin ayy H
16, Kind of card game (5) Jeas% 'ad0|2uad fpe1 ‘ysnig |1seg ‘o4 ayy é!uuax ‘asnownabuly S
: / ‘ g A PNVYILIN
19. Fish closely related to the skate (3) R
21 The female of an equine animal (4) iapuljiied [d3ympiom
22. Territory of a country lying wholly within N=92 '8=52 =y
another (7) 'X=€2 1=72'0=17 =07 '0=61 'I=81 ¥=L1
23. I history, a Conservative (4) . I=91 =5 M=yl A=EL =21 N=1L Y=0L . 'pooy’plon
25, Tailless, froglike amphibian (4 =6 'Z=8 '0=L N=9 'S=G 'H=¥ =€ A=C O=1 P|0S '3]0S ‘3[eS ‘de ‘el
26. Oxford and Cambridge (8) piomapo) 1appe]
27 and 28. Zoologist, author of My Family And Other
Animals (6,7) 6(8|v|9]}[C]|L]|S|€ 9|6|S|4|8|¥]|C|}|€
€12|9|S|V|[L]|6]}]8 Llv|2|9|€|6]L]|8]|S
DOWN L]|}1]|S]|8|6[€|2|9|P 8|€[2]|c|S|H|P[9]6
1. Ridge between the shoulder blades of John Lyon in 1572 (6) 19. Sailor who is not an officer (6) 9[L|8fH]|e|6]|V|€|S ¢|8|€|V|L|S5]|9]6]1}
ahorse (7) 10.  Cigar of Cuban tobacco (6) 20. Four-wheeled, horse-drawn carriage v|6/2|€]9|S||8]|L L|9|L]|6|C|€|G|V|8
2. Reversible, figured fabric of silk, linen, 13. “The Adventures of Tom —, a novel with folding hood (6) Llslelzlg|v]|olzle 6lslv|L|9|8lels|e
o) - i by Mark Twain (6) 2. el schd fdecominglens zle|L]6]s 8|9 v]z|8|e|t|9]6]S]|L
. The science of sig Y - ) when entering the earth’s
4 Plaitgenus inclding poljantius and 17. "Thesallor.,he:oofatalelnthe stiogphiere (6) S|9|H|¥|L|8]E|6|C clH|6]S[¥|L]8|C|9
primrose (7) ‘Arabian Nights" (7) 24, Hindu system of meditation, as a 8|V 6[c|€|9]|G[L]1 Gl|2/9[8/6/¢c|t|E|Y
5. The smallest of a litter (4) 18.  Plant's slender shoot by which it clings means of attaining union with the piey fse3

myjopng

€) TheRedditchStandard?
@ bromsgrovestandard O Bromsgrove Standard @ @BromStand 0 TheBromsgroveStandard




PAGE 24

den. Picture by Ray Kennedy (rspb-images.com)

Things are looking up for Birdwatch survey

THE WORLD’S largest garden
wildlife survey returns this week-
end, with hundreds of thousands
of people expected to watch
and count the UK’s garden
birds for the RSPB’s Big Garden
Birdwatch.

Nearly 600,000 people took part
in 2025, counting more than 9mil-
lion birds.

In the West Midlands around
15,500 people took part, with the
Woodpigeon taking the top spot
as the most commonly seen bird,
followed by the house sparrow and
blue tit.

In Worcestershire, more than
9,500 counted with the house spar-
row the most popular, the blue tit

second and woodpigeon third.

This year’s event takes place
on today, tomorrow and Sunday
(January 23, 24 and 25).

People in the region are asked
to spend an hour watching and
counting the birds that land in their
garden, allotment, balcony or local
park, then send their results to the
RSPB.

Beccy Speight, the RSPB’s chief
executive, said: “By taking part in
the Birdwatch, you and hundreds
of thousands of other nature lovers
across the UK, are helping us under-
stand how garden birds are doing.

“Birds and wildlife are struggling
right now. Every observation counts,
even if you see nothing at all.

“Whether you live in a city or

the countryside, anyone, anywhere,
can take part in the Big Garden
Birdwatch - even if you don’t have
a garden.

“A park, balcony, allotment or
window box will do. Simply spend an
hour and count the birds you see. It’s
good for wildlife and evidence shows
it’s good for our own wellbeing.”

The Birdwatch, which started in
1979, has since become a much-
loved annual citizen science survey,
that gives the RSPB a valuable snap-
shot of how garden birds are doing
in the UK.

There have now been over 7mil-
lion surveys over that time, more
than 200million birds have been
counted and nearly 12.6million
hours spent watching and counting

LEFT: Twitchers will be out counting birds this weekend. Picture by Katie Nethercoat (rspb-images.com) RIGHT: Blue tit, Parus caeruleus, perched on branch in gar-

garden birds.

Last year’s UK-wide Big Garden
Birdwatch results revealed that,
nationally, the house sparrow held
the top spot for another year as
the most commonly spotted bird,
with blue tit riding high at number
two and Woodpigeon coming in at
number three. Starling and Blackbird
made up the remainder of the top
five most recorded species.

Despite the top 10 remaining the
same as the previous year in 2024,
there were declines in average num-
bers counted for house sparrow,
blue tit, and starling. It could be that
these results are weather related
- Storm Eowyn hit last year’s Big
Garden Birdwatch weekend, which
makes it even more interesting to
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see this year’s results.

Beccy added: “Even on the grey-
est winter day, garden birds bring
a welcome dose of nature into our
everyday lives.

“Take a moment to pause, to lis-
ten, to notice. We need nature, and
nature needs us.

“By joining the Big Garden
Birdwatch you're doing something
positive for birds and nature.

“Because when we act for nature
together, we can do so much more.”

People can visit: rspb.org.uk/
birdwatch for a digital Big Garden
Birdwatch guide, which includes a
bird identification chart, top tips,
along with an RSPB shop voucher
and advice on how to attract wildlife
to gardens.

* % % % A

just(go!holidays

ABBA Voyage

Trustpilot

By Coach from Bromsgrove, Redditch

Séorborough,

Reader Travel

Newﬁuay & the Cream of Cornwall

Standari

Live in London

Departing Sun 15 Mar ‘26

Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an ABBA concert?
Well now is your chance to say Thank You for the Music! Join us at the
ABBA Arena for the incredible ABBA Voyage; where the global pop
icons appear on stage as digital avatars brought to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

¢ Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers
(dancefloor, standing)

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for £25pp or Block G orJ
for £45pp

P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG
- Book by 06 Feb 2026

2 Days by Coach only £229

Single Supplement £60

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote osc

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Whitby & Historic York
Departing Mon 16 Mar ‘26

Beloved for its pretty beaches, and classic charm, Scarborough is
the perfect destination for a stunning five-day getaway! We enjoy a
stunning excursion programme with visits to Whitby, York and the
filming location for the TV series Heartbeat, Goathland.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch

¢ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Scarborough (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢ Light entertainment every evening
¢/ 2 for 1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
¢/ Excursions to Goathland (Heartbeat), Whitby & York

Optional excursion to Beverley (£12pp)

P SAVE £10 - Quote OSG
- Book by 06 Feb 2026

5 Days by Coach only £269

Single Supplement £75

n justgohols

Departing Mon 30 Mar ‘26

The seaside resort of Newquay remains a firm favourite with many
who visit Cornwall to take in its panoramic ocean views and natural
beauty. On this refreshing break, we explore this stunning county
with visits to the charming towns of Padstow and Falmouth.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

v/ 4 nights at the Pentire Hotel, Newquay (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

v/ Entertainment some evenings

v/ Excursions to Padstow & Falmouth

Optional excursion to St lves & Penzance (£15pp)
P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG

- Book by 06 Feb 2026

5 Days by Coach only £329

Single Supplement £75

< AWARDS =
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MARKING the introduction
of OMODA UK’s first full-
hybrid model, the OMODA 5
SHS-H represents the next
step for one of the UK’s
fastest-growing automotive
brands as it continues to
broaden its electrified line-
up for British customers.

Offered in two trim levels - Knight
and Noble - prices start from just
£25,740 OTR, with the model avail-
able through OMODA&JAECOO
UK’s nationwide dealer network
from March 2026.

Positioned as a highly accessi-
ble full-hybrid SUV, the OMODA 5
SHS-H builds on the success of the
existing OMODA 5 and all-electric
Eb5, offering drivers an efficient
electrified alternative without the
need to plug in.

Powered by a 1.5-litre turbo full-
hybrid system paired with a dedicat-
ed DHT automatic transmission, the
OMODA 5 SHS-H delivers a com-
bined power output of up to 150
kW, front-wheel-drive performance,
and optimised efficiency across a
wide range of driving conditions.

Equipped with a 1.5-litre turbo
petrol engine, 1.83 kW battery and
51-litre fuel tank, the OMODA 5
SHS-H delivers a total driving range

of over 650 miles and up to 53 mpg
(WLTP). Acceleration from 0-62
mph takes just 7.9 seconds, with
the hybrid system expertly tuned to
balance new front grille and bump-
er design and refreshed alloy wheel
styling for 2026. UK customers can
choose from five different exterior
colours: Galena Silver, Garnet Red,
Obsidian Black, Selenite White and
Tourmaline Grey.

Two-tone paint finishes are
also available on selected colour
options.

The OMODA 5 SHS-H is offered
in two trim levels, each designed to
meet different customer priorities.
Knight provides a strong standard
specification, focusing on design,
connectivity, and everyday usabil-
ity, with features including 18-inch
alloy wheels, full LED lighting, dual
12.3-inch digital displays, wire-
less Apple CarPlay® and Android
Auto™, intelligent voice control and
a comprehensive suite of advanced
driver assistance. Noble builds on
this foundation with a more com-
fort- and technology-focused speci-
fication, adding features such as a
540-degree surround-view camera,
an 8-speaker SONY audio system,
ambient interior lighting, heated
and ventilated front seats, and addi-
tional convenience features, offer-

UK debut for new hybrid

ing customers a more premium
driving and ownership experience.

Victor Zhang, UK Country
Director, OMODA UK, said: “The
introduction of the OMODA 5
SHS-H is a significant milestone for
the brand in the UK.

It marks our first full-hybrid
model and reflects exactly what
OMODA is focused on delivering:
highly efficient, intelligently engi-
neered vehicles that fit seamlessly
into everyday life.

“The OMODA 5 SHS-H brings
together the bold design and tech-
nology our customers already value,
with the added benefits of a self-
charging hybrid system that requires
no change in driving habits.

It’s a key next step as we continue
to broaden our powertrain offering
in line with what UK drivers are
asking for.”

Since launching in the UK in
August 2024, OMODA UK has
recorded 23,484 registrations, with
the OMODA 5 and E5 establish-
ing themselves as popular choices
among private buyers seeking dis-
tinctive design, advanced technol-
ogy and accessible electrification.

The arrival of the OMODA 5
SHS-H further strengthens the
brand’s growing range of power-
train options, spanning petrol, full

CME =

hybrid, plug-in hybrid and battery-
electric models.

Together, these vehicles reflect
the brand’s focus on delivering
choice, efficiency, and modern tech-
nology, while maintaining a consist-
ent emphasis on design, quality, and
value across the UK line-up.

Offering the benefits of both elec-
tric assistance and petrol power
— ideal for customers looking to
reduce emissions without sacrificing
long-distance driving capability — the
OMODA 5 SHS-H will be available in
the UK from just £25,740 OTR* for
the Knight trim and £29,240 OTR*
for the Noble. Every model is sup-
ported by OMODA UK'’s comprehen-
sive 7-year/100,000-mile vehicle war-
ranty, alongside an 8-year/100,000-

mile battery
warranty, pro-
viding long-term
reassurance for
customers. UK
customer deliv-
eries are expect-
ed to begin in
March 2026 and
will be available
through OMODA
& JAECOO UK'’s
nationwide deal-
ership network.

THE VERY BEST
CARS & VANS

WE PAY MORE FOR LOW MILES,
LOW OWNER &
FULL SERVICE HISTORY

PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07581366064
HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
07831 245 313
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Doreen
Aged 84 years
Passed away peacefully on
Wednesday 7th January 2026.
Beloved Wife of David. Much loved Mum to
Tony and Paul, and granny to Anneliese
and Isabelle.
Doreen will be greatly missed by all of her
family and friends.

A service to celebrate Doreen’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium on Monday
2nd February 2026, at 10.15 a.m.
Immediate Family flowers only please.
Donations if so desired to Parkinsons UK
may be sent to
Thomas Brothers, The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road,
Redditch, B97 5JF

Daddy

01527 547777 _ - .

Thank You Pink skies in the morning
DEATHS “you whisper good morning”,
I Pink skies at night

“you whisper goodnight”.
You are the brightest star.
You are my forever superhero.
I Love you more always.
Ralphie xxx

HARDING

Alan Robert

Age 74
Peacefully passed away on 2-01-26
Missed and loved by Doreen, Beth, Robert,
Kim, grandchildren and all family
and friends.

A Celebration of Alan's life will take place at
St James Church, Harvington, Evesham on
the 13th February at 10.30.

All Welcome.

The family request Donations through
Thomas Brothers, Redditch
for the family's chosen Charites.

DEATHS
—

WILFORD

ngel Ashley

Goodnight Paul
You will always be my forever love.

Even though my heart is breaking
I promise you that Ralphie will
always know how much you loved
us and of course Winnie.

Pauline’s brother Nigel Ashley Wilford sadly
passed away 8th December 2025.

Originally from Redditch, emigrated to
Canada in the 1970’s.

Loved and missed by Family and Friends.

Till we meet again

1 love you more always.

Tammy xxxx

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

‘l Huntleys Funeral Services

W Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk
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Learn from yesterday,

live for today,
hope for tomorrow.
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MEMORIAL

Anonymous

SERVICES
—

Followed by being laid to rest at Westall Park.

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est.1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

=

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

Allow our family
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

DROITWICH
01905783188 01527 852213

www.jamesgilesandsonsltd.co.uk

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

STUDLEY

An Independent_ Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH
01527 547777

« BROMSGROVE
01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER

01564 822001

0121 445 3422 01789 330939

“A family concern

W .thomasbrothﬁ's co. uk :
emails admm(’thomasbrothers co. uk
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v .“ Anonymous
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: wcéptir{@bullivantmcdia.mm ') E MZWM
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
[ [

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

MORTONS (M)

FUNERAL DIRECTORS \

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

frense enappoinment oy R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
0121459 9MM Complete Funeral Directors and

E E Professionally qualified e H
% independent funeral directors @ @“FF’F’( "TED Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery M emaori al M asons

For more information, visit
E mortonsfunerals.co.uk

FUNERAL HOVES"

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967

* 24 Hour Personal Service

s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.

* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

age they may be, is never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
T: 01527 831723
info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

Whatever the occasion, why not send Call our 0 88 6 8 8
your loved ones a message.... team on 15 27 5
r B » J .- T ———
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Appointments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

B e

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

obtaining your private hire licence will be given.
For further details please call

0152760000

or email acCOUNIS@a2h60K.co.uk

Observer Standard 09

NEWSPAPERS | MAGAZINES | DIGITAL @ @

We are looking to recruit Sales Account Managers for a number of
our titles spanning Warwickshire, Worcestershire and West Midlands.

The ideal candidate will have a proven track record of success in Sales Account
Management; and a strong understanding of the local media landscape - print and digital
would be useful, but its not essential.

In this role, the successful candidates will be responsible for:
* Developing and maintaining current relationships with existing clients
« Identifying and making contact with new clients
« Identifying and closing new business opportunities
Skills required:
» A professional and friendly manner
* Excellent communication skills with ability to communicate on all levels

» Experience of sourcing and generating sales leads, over the telephone and face A\
to face

* Ability to work independently and as part of a team
* Attention to detail

In return we offer a basic salary and on target earning in excess of £45k+ per annum,
as well as a car allowance for Field Sales Account Managers.

If you are interested in learning more about this really interesting role, please send
your cv to: pat.bullivant@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivant Media Group publishes local Newspapers, Magazines and Websites across Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and the West Midlands.
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Appointments

www.careerfinder247.co.uk TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR
Gold Crest BROMSGROVE
Require the following in the Redditch, SCHOOL
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School

well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities

Fvere || Tennts coach | Halen Ok
Drivers -m Hll,

. - (PART-TIME 20 HOURS PER WEEK,
Transporting children to school. TERM TIME ONLY)

Vehicle provided. We seek a personable individual to join our team of
— /)= coaches, delivering quality tennis lessons to pupils and
members of the local community through our Tennis

Passenger peadery

Full details and application forms are available on the
H School website:
ss‘stants www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
; : Closing date for all applications
Part time hours with or 30th January 2026 caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
without experience.

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children kelly.tayior@hulllvantmedla.cnm

conlact 01399 848 639 and young pfopl.eA ApPIicants must. be willing to undergo child protection Rl l“i‘ IHH"’W p) /])' o

screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

JUST = i
mm 1008 We can offer you
GREAT LOCAL CO¥EMGE

We can offer you....

Contact
Caroline or Kelly

01527 988625
01527 988749

caroline.birkenhead@hullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PUBLIC NOTICES
—_—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

COUGHTON FIELDS LANE, COUGHTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable replacement of
existing pole.

Order Commences: 29 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 29 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Coughton Fields Lane,
Captains Hill, Kinwarton Road, Kinwarton Farm
Road, Tything Road West, Arden Road, Birmingham
Road, Willoughby Close and vice versa.

Contractor: M J QUINN, Tel: 01543 547 118.

WILLOUGHBY CLOSE & KINGS COUGHTON LANE,
ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works on manhole
sewer linings.

Order Commences: 26 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 26 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Kings Coughton Lane, Alcester
Heath, Birmingham Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Sapphire Utility Solutions, Tel: 08009
992 266.

DUNNINGTON ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works for
hydrant renewal.

Order Commences: 27 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 31 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Broom Lane, Dunnington
Road, Salford Road, School Road, Tothall Lane and
vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

C39 BURFORD LANE, SPERNALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Spernall Lane to Shelfield Green Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 10 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 10 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Spernall Lane, B4089
(Village Road, Henley Road, Alcester Road), Burford
Lane and vice versa. Access/egress to/from Upper
Spernall Farm Road will be via Spernall Lane whilst
works are in progress.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 23 Jan 2026

Bromsgrove
District Council

www.bromsgrove.gov.uk

Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (England) Order
2015 NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF
APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION
Proposed development at: Land to the North of|
Foxwalks Farm, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire,

B617HB

Take notice that application is being made by:
Mrs Mari Webster of Spring Dev 10 Ltd

For planning permission to: Proposed
extension to the approved Foxwalks Solar Farm
(23/00896/FUL), comprising solar arrays,
equipment housing, fencing, CCTV, ancillary
equipment, landscape and  biodiversity|
enhancements.

Local Planning Authority to whom the
application is being submitted: Bromsgrove
District Council, Town Hall, Walter Stranz Square,
Redditch, Worcestershire B98 8AH

Any owner of the land or tenant who wishes to|
make representations about this application,
should write to the council within 21 days of|
the date of this notice.

Signatory: Mrs Mari Webster

Date: 20/01/2026

Statement of owners' rights: The grant of
planning permission does not affect owners'
rights to retain or dispose of their property, unless
there is some provision to the contrary in an
agreement or lease.

Statement of agricultural tenants' rights: The
grant of planning permission for non-agricultural
development may affect agricultural tenants'
security of tenure.

'‘Owner' means a person having a freehold
interest or a leasehold interest the unexpired term
of which is not less than seven years.

‘Tenant' means a tenant of an agricultural holding
any part of which is comprised in the land.

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: LB = Listed Building.
26/00006/LBC LB
Site: Plymouth House, Cofton Church Lane, Cofton
Hackett, Worcestershire B45 8BB.

Proposal: The replacement of 14 sash windows
and one set of french doors.

26/00007/LBC

Site: Fair View, Cobley Hill, Alvechurch,
Worcestershire B48 7DE.

Proposal: It is proposed to (1) replace some of

LB

Section 123 (1) and (2A) Local Government
Act 1972

Notice of Potential Grant of Lease on
Public Open Space
Land at Chadwick Mews, Woodrow,
Redditch

Redditch Borough Council is considering granting
a lease on an area of land at the above location.
The land which is approximately 3.78 square
metres is shown on a plan which is available for
inspection during normal office hours at Redditch
Borough Council Customer Services,

5 George Walk, Kingfisher Shopping Centre,
Redditch B97 4NB or by emailing
victoria msgr

Any objections to the proposal must be made in
writing and addressed to Victoria Bendall,
Property Manager at the above address

or by email to
victoria.bendall@bromsgr
no later than 06.02.26.
The publication of this notice is required by law
and does not mean that the transaction will take
place.

gov.uk

andre gov.uk

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

MISCELLANEOUS
—

MOBILITY|
SCOOTER

Go-Go Ultra

Compact
Comes apart and
easily assembles and
folds for car.
Charger.
Brand new batteries.
Range 10 miles
approx.

Could deliver.

£280
01789 778174

CASIO full size light
up keyboard. As

new boxed £45
07758716568

SINGLE bed plus
pillows and duvet
£35 collect from
Headless Cross
01527 60004

DINING table with
extendable leaf
and four  chairs
£30 collect from
Headless Cross Tel
01527 60004

OLD golf clubs in
golf  bag  from
1960-70’s. good
for swing practise,
exercise,  museum
or scarecrow
exhibition May

soon have antique

MISCELLANEOUS
—

CARPET  offcut -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £3.00.
Tele: 07934132759

LADIES M & S

classic fully lined
lightweight  jacket
with detachable
hood. Light
turquoise. ~ Hardly
worn. Size 12. £3.00.
(1 Can forward

photos if interested)
Tel: 07934132759
REVELATION
durable travel suit
/ garment bag, with

shoulder strap &
carry handle.Two
hangers,  multiple

pockets, zip closure,
colour black. £3.00.
Tel: 07934132759
TUMBLE Dryer
Zanussi 5kg Drum

MISCELLANEOUS
—

PORTWAY wood
burning stove £400

_ono 01562 341 381

THE Best of Mind
Your Language
4 dvd box set.
Absolutely hilarious.
£20 Tel: 07813 706
158 (Shirley area

HI Fi System int
Amplifier, turntable,
CD Player, speakers
£250 07947307513

COATS, jackets,
dresses new due
to weight loss size
16  £5  upwards
07531503171

TWO piece snooker

_cue £4.0121 770 6091

CAR steering lock
(Stoplock) £6 0121
770 6091

RILEY 1.5 radiator
grill excellent
condition £40 0121
744 7579

BOXED new
Lightning Strike
Scooter aged 5+ £10
0121 744 7579

as

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,

Doy O[T, Zove Erosprea ast
| B, oo (107944781933 | 01926 257 643
07933383466 0121 744 7579
SOMETHING TO
and make
someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items

Ad

vertise them in

Observer

“Standard

If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

the internal wall of the garage to Mill End,
11 Brooklands Lane.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

mirror.  Decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide
approx: £3.00. Tel:
07934132759

IKEA wooden dolls
house. 4  rooms
with furniture and
4 dolls. Used but
in very good clean
condition.  £10.00.
Tel: 07934132759

1 or alternatively

! please debit my card for £

Credit Card Number

the floor joists beneath the north west living room valtie: ,eollect from Simply il in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
floor and above the cellar and upgrade the insulation Headless Cross£S tel i ekl 3 : J 1
beneath the floor and (2) ;oplace the celiar floor 0152760004 cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or But "_ you want your
with a n;?ist:re'p%r‘me::h‘ljetﬂom slab to include ROLLATOR padded | alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com advertisement to really
apenmeton (yamn CifTad 0.a8I.: O A I e et stand out or if your item
A'""'m":,':lfﬂl;mhs,;,';?,f;ﬁ:figg‘é:g"s”md Spa‘CiO‘lS‘ ungzesr 1 |Free Lingage (Items upto value £500) | |Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value) is valued at ovyer £500
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/ seat . lorage i icati i ] ; et
online-applications % : I(J;f;(ls;:vl\t/;r;;; Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): : you can place details in
Comments can be submitted online, via email , Shape H
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or dressing table with 1 a boxed ad‘_’enlsemem
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town curtains and stool 1 1 'm- ]US‘
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH. Excellent condition | | i
should be made within 17 days of __£7507743 929558 g £5 75 .
the date of this publication. The Council does NESCAFE coffee 1 Tel: | L] (lnc Vat)
not acknowledge comments but will make machine with pods 1 Details (Not for Publication): 1
these available for inspection online. o
£20 07743 929558 1 Initials Surname [ 3 PIECE
MAMAS & Papas, | g i o i
BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL large rocking | | ; SUITE
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL Dorse °3eryw°gg§g " i feather
Advertisement Key: LB = Listed Building. condition (collection Postcode i brown leathits,
26/00003/LBC only) £50.00. Tel: |\ Tel Mobile : perfect
Site: Mill End, 11 Brooklands Lane, Redditch, 07934132759 Eiras i
Worcestershire B98 8PX, ’ BLACK wrought fron| @ E™a% 1 condition
Proposal: To have an EV charger fitted to ornate slimline wall 1 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £ 1 as new

1 Exp:
§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits)

|
. Delta : £5 5 0
[} can deliver
Start ) 1 Telephone
Issue No. (if 1 10234 567890
I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, :

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B38 8BP or email your advertisement to
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com

T T T R N &4

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.directory247.co.uk
CLADDING/ KITCHENS
GUTTERING —
[

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Kitchens &

Bathrooms

FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION

QUALITY KITCHENS
& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED

PLUMBING,
CARPENTRY, TILING,
|| WORKTOP & DOOR
||| REPLACEMENT

" ohone 0800 0463313
] siemingham 0121 652 0374 =
4 Reronen: 01527 900 787 (5

Masite: 07376 915 527 €

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

DECORATING & DECORATING &
PAINTING PAINTING

DA SMITH |

C&M Decorators

Father and Son * Interior and Exterior

32 years experience * Fully Insured \ i (Supply & fit, supply only or fit only)

Tel 01527 576136 LOCAL TRADESMAN

Mob 07850 380162 DEGORATORS 20YRS EXPERIENCE
SHm Interior & exterior || NO.JOBTOOSMALL

07971 684 353

BEST LEAVE |
ITT0 TIIE 2

painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

17341 a3 1l Bie2d)

JEFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

eregk out our
Classified pages!

JT's Trees & Gardens
LANDSCAPING
[

DA, TAYLOR

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

A
Call/WhatsApp@ o9 Hedge Wark
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 26816
PROBLEN? DON'T WORRY! G5 %) = 2 @2 o5y

- _ Email:
jamietaylor@ijtstreeandgardens.com

LOGS
—

SKIP HIRE
—

LOGS
FOR SALE
Mainly Ash

£120, £220, £390
loads delivered
Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or
cheque payments

&F Our Classified pages are full of
G B -3 %ﬂ i

Experts waiting to help!

A&S SKIPS

A Division of Wﬂ@m&n&s (Redditch) LTD
" 2, 4 &7 yard skips y

taken
Tel 07477 778536 : =
or 07983 441818 Rec"_f."tcr‘ Skip
See load sizes at our ire Ltd
website For all your domestu: and
www.rbtimber.uk fal skip requir
REMOVALS/
STORAGE
[

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

=S =

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835
T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

ROOFING
——

WEATHER“GUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big or
too small

Fully guaranteed
and insured

Written quotes
available

Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

@ Mobile: 07461159012
% Office: 01521962 972

info@wealherguards_ervices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING
—

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering

Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van

service
Promp( reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

e Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:
L www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialists s a rusted, professional company with
agreatreputaton to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving  Fencing * Arificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

Contact us today

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325




g
:é}" K

Standard

LANDSCAPING
Fencing = Slabbin
Hedge

+ Conifers

CLEARANCE
Gardens » Rubbish » Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped « Turfing = Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

7720407128006

Published by Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,
Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
Prinfed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead,

Oxford, Oxfordshire OX2 OEJ

LANDMARK

Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
. * Bri * Turfing * Gravelli
* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing

All Work Guaranteed for 5 Years - No Deposit Required

@ Chedatradec: Google ()

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Spa stunned by 10-man visitors
as Cinderford romp to victory

Josh Hurdman goesifor goalif
range. Picturesiby/Mathew/Mason:

APPLETPRE

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH Spa
missed the chance to move top
of the table following a heavy 4-0
home defeat against Cinderford
Town.

The Saltmen’s eight-game unbeaten
run in the league came to an abrupt end
at the King George Playing Fields.

Spa lost at home in the league for just
the second time this season as a brace
from Jack Watts and further goals
from Kian Davies and Blaine Waugh
condemned Andy Crowther’s side to
defeat.

That was despite Cinderford playing
the final half an hour with 10-men after
Sam Hunt received a second yellow
card for a high boot when challenging
for the ball with Josh Hurdman.

The result means Droitwich remain
two points behind leaders Roman Glass
St George with two games in hand in
the Hellenic League Premier Division
table.

Spa made the worst possible start in
their first home game of the New Year
as Davies finished a low cross from the
left with the game just three minutes
old.

The home side looked to respond to
the setback as Alex Dugmore headed
over while Charlie Tilley shot over the
top from a tight angle after good work
from Jack Brighton.

Droitwich goalkeeper Joe Stockton
then denied Harry Leeson as Cinderford
threatened to score a second goal
before the interval.

The Saltmen almost drew level on

the stroke of half time only for Ben
Tilbury to see his backheel come back
off the crossbar from Dugmore’s initial
header.

And the last action of the half saw
Stockton comfortably claim Davies’ shot
from the edge of the penalty area to
leave Spa a goal behind at the break.

Crowther’s side made a strong start
to the second half as Hurdman flashed
a low shot across the face of goal.

And Dugmore then sent a header nar-
rowly wide of the post as the home side
pushed for an equaliser.

However, Cinderford doubled their
lead on 59 minutes when Watts pro-
duced a clinical finish into the bottom
corner.

Droitwich received a lifeline just two
minutes later when Cinderford’s Hunt
saw red after catching Hurdman with a
high boot.

However, Watts doubled his tally for
the game on 64 minutes with a sub-
lime chip from distance which travelled
over Stockton and nestled in the top
corner.

Spa thought they had scored a con-
solation goal five minutes from time
courtesy of a James Lemon header
only for the assistant referee to flag for
offside.

And Cinderford rubbed salt in the
wounds in the final minute as Waugh
scored a stunner to cap a perfect away
performance from the visitors.

The Saltmen saw a second goal ruled
out for offside at the death which
denied James Baldwin a goal on his
return to the club after more than 11
years away.

Droitwich are next in action against
Corsham Town on Saturday, January 24
with kick-off at 3pm at Lacock Road.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

Engine tuning

makes & models

MOT preparation and submission

for final MOT
® Cam belt replacement
® Clutch Replacement
@ General repairs
@ Welding
® Servicing
@ Insurance work welcome
@ Supply and fit all parts for all

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmin-gham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



