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ommunity shocked by
£500 charity shop raid

THE DROITWICH community
has been shocked after a bur-
glary at the town’s much-loved
Salvation Army Charity Shop
saw hundreds of pounds stolen.

Those working for the charity told
the Standard more than $500 was
taken when thieves smashed one of
its large windows and forced open a
safe overnight between Monday and
Tuesday morning.

Police were called to the St
Andrews Street shop, and the store
had to close for the day.

Mjr Sandra Collins, the leader of
the Salvation Army in Droitwich,
told the Standard: “It was discov-
ered when the manager arrived for
work in the morning.

“One of our large windows was
smashed, and our safe was forced
open. We have lost over $£500,
which was the cash taken over the
last week.

“It’s unbelievable what has hap-
pened, it is such a lot of money to
lose. We run programmes for all
ages at our centre in Ombersley Way
and we are so grateful for all the
support we receive from the people
of Droitwich.”

The Salvation Army uses profits
from the shop to support commu-
nity activities in Droitwich.

It runs regular pre-school, mums

and toddlers and friendship groups,

luncheon clubs and Christmas gifts

to families which need support.
The Droitwich Salvation Army

church feels the community work
is a demonstration of God’s love
for us all.

The charity shop posted news of

the burglary on social media, lead-
ing many people to express their
shock.

One said: “So sorry to read this

Lisa Evans-Lochlin and Major
Sandra Collins (Church
Leader) have been angered
by a break-in at the shop.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
0426008MMR

today. Thoughts are with all those
who give their time at the shop.”

Others said they were ‘disgusted
and shocked’ at the news, while
many people offered help to those
at the charity shop recoup some of
the losses.

Mjr Collins thanked those who
offered to help and said anyone
who would like to donate could do
so by visiting their website and fol-
lowing the JustGiving information
on there.

The charity shop is open between
9.30am and 4pm from every Tuesday
to Saturday and stocks a selection of
good quality clothes, bric-a-brac and
furniture.

Donations can be received any
time the shop is open.

A spokesperson for West Mercia
Police said an investigation into the
incident was ongoing.

Visit salvationarmy.org.uk/droit-
wichfor more information and to
donate.

* Free Home visit!

* Protect your home and everything that you have worked for..

") The Will Partners |

Wills, Trusts & Power of attorney
OR Free review of your existing Will

* Friendly, experienced, and genuine local people

For all the latest news and features: br

Call us Today 01905 412887
11, Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove B61 7JJ

www.thewillpartners.co.uk * Email: h

YOUR

UK Legal
Awards 2025

news

sgrovestandard.co.uk and d

SUPERVALUE

OCAL DROITWICH INDEPENDENT TRADER

JANIIARY SALE NI]W ON

3 + 2 SEATER MANUAL RECLINING SUITE

WAS £4405-NOW £995 ! NEW IN....

twic

tandard.co.uk




PAGE 2

Events are just the ticket

TRANSPORT Museum Wythall is gearing up
for the 2026 season, with a new range of
themed events.

A total of 11 themed events will take place
during the year, including the return of the
Harrington Owners Gathering and London
Comes to Wythall - a tribute to Daimler in
its 130th year, a dive into the 1970s and a
review of 40 years of Deregulation.

The museum has created a new exhi-
bition for the 2026 season looking at
Birmingham’s iconic Outer Circle bus route
that opened 100 years ago in April.

The number 11 is a 27-mile orbital route
with 266 bus stops that encircles the city’s
outer suburbs and is today operated by
National Express West Midlands.

It is a famous ‘Brummie’ icon and was
once Europe’s longest urban bus route. The
comprehensive exhibition explores the route

and its buses.

2026 follows another successful year for
Transport Museum Wythall, maintaining its
visitor numbers at circa 18,000 in an ongo-
ing period of cost-of-living cha]lenges.

This year includes the return of the Bristol
Owners Gathering when the museum’s
Bristol buses will mix with visiting exam-
ples, presenting the wide range of buses.

The Harrington Gathering is also back
this year, now established as a regular
event. The sounds of fire engines, police
cars and ambulances will ring out on blues
and twos, then the museum will celebrate
the Coventry built Daimler bus in its 130th
year with a display of their own fleet along-
side early Daimler cars from the British
Motor Museum.

Visit wythall.org.uk/ for more information.

The Standard, Friday January 30, 2026

Are you in the

runmng

WITH THE Wythall and Hollywood
Fun Run now just over four months
away, time for people to sign up for
the early bird offer to get cheaper
admission to the races is running
out.

The event, which offers 5K, 10K and
Families on Track races, takes place in
‘Whythall Park on Sunday, June 7.

Anyone wanting to take advantage of
the early bird offer needs to do so before
midnight on Monday, February 2.

The Wythall and Hollywood Fun Run is for

anyone and everyone, whether they are an avid
runner or just fancy getting out and soaking up
the good vibes - all are welcome to the com-
munity fun run.

The site at Wythall Park is relatively flat, so
a great course for first time runners who have
just completed a Couch to 5K and those who
are looking for a personal best time.

The event, supported by world champion
and Olympic medalist Steve Cram CBE and the
Events of the North team, has courses and dis-
tances for runners of all abilities and ages.

Steve said: “It’s great to be back supporting
the Wythall and Hollywood Fun Run.

“This is a fantastic grassroots event with a
brilliant, family-friendly feel.

“The course works equally well for first-time
runners and those chasing a personal best, and
it really does feel like a celebration of running
for the whole community.”

yet?

Coun Satinder Bell, Worcestershire County
Council’s cabinet member for health and well-
being, said: “The Wythall and Hollywood Fun
Run is about much more than the race itself.

“It brings communities together, promotes
wellbeing, and encourages people of all ages
to be active.

“We're thankful to all the partners involved
who help make this event such a success.”

All participants will receive a specially
designed bespoke medal to commemorate their
achievement at this year’s event.

Places are available now at the lowest price
they will be offered.

People can visit: wythallhollywoodfunrun.
org.uk to register and to watch the June 2025
event video.

The Wythall and Hollywood Fun Run is sup-
ported by Worcestershire County Council’s
Public Health Team and the Bromsgrove
Standard is the official media partner.

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shlpston on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house build an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
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Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone

Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN
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Special charity match will be in

memory of Rovers legend

A CHARITY football match in memory of
Bromsgrove Rovers legend Mark Crisp
will take place at the Victoria Ground
later this year.

Crisp, who made close to 350 appearances
for Rovers and scored 91 goals, died at the
age of 60 in October 2024.

He memorably scored the opening goal for
Rovers against Barnsley in the FA Cup third
round back in 1993/94.

Rovers eventually lost the game 2-1 after
Barnsley scored two late goals in front of
4,893 fans at the Victoria Ground.

And his son Max has set up a charity game

in his father’s memory.

The match will take place on Sunday,
March 22 with kick-off at 1lam at the
Victoria Ground.

A Bromsgrove Rovers XI will take on a
Birmingham City All Stars side.

All proceeds from the game will go directly
to the Primrose Hospice.

The Rovers XI will feature legends from
the club’s glory days in the 1990s. And
Birmingham’s squad will feature former Blues
players including ex-Premier League stars.

A raffle with prizes, including matchday
shirts from Jack Grealish and Morgan Rogers,
will also take place on the day with the bar to

remain open throughout. Mark Crisp
Details regarding tickets will be gcored for
announced in due course but tickets and Rovers in
programmes will be available to purchase the FA Cup
on the day. L third round
Max has set up a fundraiser in his dad’s against
memory. Visit justgiving.com/page/marke-  Barnsley. s

risp10 to donate.

Droitwich Soccer Aid is back and bigger than ever. s

USEFUL RE-BOOT: A NEW scheme has
been launched by the team behind Droitwich
Soccer Aid to help recycle used football boots
back into the community.

On Saturday, Droitwich Soccer Aid staff and
players were joined by Coun Richard Morris
and representatives from Droitwich Morrisons
to launch Football Rebooted.

It is hoped the scheme will help youngsters
from impoverished backgrounds get involved
in the beautiful game.

Droitwich Morrisons has helped to provide
a new Football Rebooted donation box, which
is now in the heart of the town’s shopping
centre.

A spokesperson for Droitwich Soccer Aid
said:"This scheme is fantastic, some of the
football boots we receive look brand new, so
recirculating them back into the community is
not only good on an environmental level, but
they get to be reused by children wanting to
take up football whose parents can’t necessar-
ily afford top-of-the-range football boots.”

The new Droitwich Soccer Aid foundation

plans to distribute funds to local sports clubs
to help pay the fee for aspiring new members
who might not be able to afford annual sub-
scriptions.

The spokesperson added: “It’s so important
to encourage children to get into sport, but we
realise sometimes how expensive keeping up a
hobby can be, especially sport.

“Our Foundation, hopefully, will see more
youngsters actively getting involved.”

Droitwich Soccer Aid will mark its fifth
event at Droitwich Rugby Club on June 27.

The first Droitwich Soccer Aid was held in
2022, and each year has looked to raise cash
for a good cause.

Coun Richard Morris, who had a near-
fatal heart attack back in October, has
been announced as a special guest at this
year’s charity football match, which will be
looking to raise cash for the British Heart
Foundation as well as the Droitwich Soccer
Aid Foundation.

Email droitsocceraid@hotmail.com for more
information.
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New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Survey gives chance to
share stories of delays

BROMSGROVE MP Bradley Thomas has
launched a survey on his website so
residents in the district can share their
experiences of postal delays and failed
deliveries.

Mr Thomas wants people to get in touch
after he received a number of complaints
about unreliable postal deliveries.

He added some people had told him
they had missed hospital appointments
because letters had not been delivered
on time.

The MP (pictured) has raised each
case directly with the Royal Mail but he
now wants to understand the scale of the
issue in the constituency and to do so he
has launched a survey so residents can
let him know.

Mr Thomas said: “The number of com-
plaints I'm receiving is growing and the
service isn’t improving - despite raising

every complaint I receive directly with
Royal Mail.

“The unreliability of postal deliveries is
a real problem and the service residents
are receiving just isn’t good enough.

“Let me be clear, this is not a criti-
cism of our hardworking postmen and
women.

“My issue is with how the Royal Mail is
currently being run.

“I want to better understand the scale
of the problem across Bromsgrove and
the villages.

“Please do complete my survey so I
can take the results to Royal Mail, the
Government and Ofcom so we can get
the improvements we need to see to our
postal service.”

People can visit: bradleythomas.org.uk/
royal-mail-survey for more information
and to have their say.

MPs join forces to pus

-~

'fﬁ@
, ﬂ()‘w

Redditch & Brdmsgrove
Friends Group

Are you looking to meet new people
and make new friends?

We are a group of friends who meet to enjoy
activities such as walks, cinema/theatre visits,
skittles, adventure golf, ten pin bowling and
regular pub nights to name justa few.
Interested?

Then ring Mo on

07900 803532

@ bargains_from_yesteryear
BENN Hall, Rugby
Newbold Rd CV21 2LN

Rugby
Antiques, Collectors
& Vintage Fair

Sunday 1* February
Open 9:30 — 3:30pm
FREE Sunday Parking
£1.50 Adult Adm.
Refreshments Available

Enquiries 01827 895 899
bargainsfromyesteryear.com
Followed by Sunday 1* March 26
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h for action

on postal service crisis

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore and
Bromsgrove MP Bradley Thomas
have joined forces to apply for
a Backbench Business debate in
the House of Commons on the
growing crisis in postal services.

The application, already backed by
60 MPs from across political parties,
reflects widespread concern about
delays, missed deliveries and poor
service standards affecting communi-
ties nationwide.

Rural and semi-rural areas, such as
Redditch, Bromsgrove and the sur-
rounding villages, particularly hard
hit.

The move follows sustained cam-
paigning by Mr Bloore after residents
in Inkberrow and nearby villages
reported going days and, in some
cases, weeks without receiving post.

Constituents have raised serious
concerns about NHS appointment
letters arriving late or after scheduled
dates, vital documents have gone
missing and bills have been delivered
after payment deadlines.

Mr Bloore has taken a series of
steps locally and nationally, including
meetings with Royal Mail, engage-
ment with the Communication
‘Workers Union (CWU), a formal let-
ter to postal regulator Ofcom and
support for a local petition demand-
ing urgent improvements to services
in Inkberrow.

He said he has received more than
200 complaints from Inkberrow resi-
dents alone, despite repeated assur-
ances from Royal Mail that services
would improve.

“Week after week, residents are
telling me the same thing - no post
for days or weeks at a time.

“That means missed NHS appoint-
ments, late hospital letters and vital
paperwork arriving too late to be
useful.

“This is not a minor inconvenience
- it is a serious failure of a basic pub-
lic service people depend on.

“This is no longer just a local prob-
lem. MPs from across the country are
hearing identical stories from their
constituents.

“That is why we are pushing for a
full Commons debate to hold Royal
Mail and the regulator to account and
demand urgent action.”

The proposed Backbench Business

debate would allow MPs to
press ministers, Royal Mail
and Ofcom on how they intend
to restore reliable postal serv-
ices and enforce Royal Mail's
universal service obligations.
Issues expected to be raised
include the impact on vulner-
able residents, enforcement
action by Ofcom and how a

dependable service can be
guaranteed for villages and
harder-to-serve communities.

Droitwich MP Nigel
Huddleston also confirmed he
had been contacted by his con-
stituents about postal delays.

“I'm very concerned about
postal failures in my constitu-
ency.

“As a member of the Shadow
Cabinet I am unable to partici-
pate in the debate, however I
have raised this with Royal
Mail directly and have writ-
ten to the Minister to express
concerns.

“My constituents deserve
better.”

LOOKING FOR A
GOOD WOMAN
TO MARRY

BETWEEN AGE OF 40 to 87

Seeking nice woman between 40 to 87 with
view to marriage. Only sincere persons.

— peterdavis1996firm@engineer.com




The Standard, Friday January 30, 2026

Triumph for town as

Rotary Club returns

THE FIRST event for the new
Droitwich Rotary Club has been
hailed a massive success.

A special launch event and fundraiser
took place at Gurkha Majestic Dining,
with everyone in the town invited.

Just under 50 kind-hearted members of
the community attended the event, which
included a meal.

In total, more than £350 was raised for
Rotary - that will go towards supporting
local charities and organisations.

As part of the launch event, $200 was
presented to the local Girl Guides to
improve security on their site and make it
safer for those who use their facilities.

The original Rotary Club held its last-
ever meeting in June 2023 after more
than 84 years of service to the town.

Coun Dan Birch, the new Rotary Club’s
secretary, said: “Our first Droitwich
Rotary Club event was a massive suc-
cess.

“Our group’s mission is to raise money
locally and give money locally so we can
support our town.

“If you are interested in getting involved
in Rotary or running a local community
group or organisation and feel Rotary
may be able to support you, then get in
touch.”

The original Rotary Club was perhaps
best known as the committed group
that organised the town’s hugely popu-
lar Santa Sleigh each year alongside the
Droitwich Lions.

However, the club decided to close
down due to the age of many of its mem-
bers, meaning they were unable to be as
active within the community.

= =%

- Members of the new Dfdmrfﬂétary Club at the

launch event. s

It was instrumental in opening the
Rotary House in 1958, while other activi-
ties included donating cash to local chari-
ties, such as the Droitwich Spa Foodbank

Rotary

Heart of England

and St Richard’s Hospice, along with
handing out ‘Good Citizen’ awards to
extraordinary members of the local com-
munity.
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LONGBRIDGE has been named as the most
popular place to move to in Birmingham last
year.

Figures, taken from Compare My Move,
Rightmove and Property Data, show the south
west Birmingham suburb - famous for its motor
manufacturing history - overtake Birmingham City
Centre, despite having a net decline in the number
of people moving there.

According to the statistics, the average house
price is £232,821 and the average monthly rent
is £1,036. The number of Birmingham movers to
Longbridge was 6.3 per cent, although that was
12.3 per cent down on the year before.

In second place was Birmingham city centre
which has an average house price of £229,164
and average monthly rent of £1,082. The number
of Birmingham movers to Longbridge was 6.1 per
cent, which was down by 12.3 per cent on the
previous year.

The third most popular place in Birmingham to
move to was Selly Oak, in fourth was Edgbaston, in
fifth was Kings Heath and in sixth was Harborne.

The rest of the top ten included Moseley, Digbeth,
Stirchley and Ladywood.

Community champion and campaigner Gemma
Cartwright MBE, who organises the Pride Of
Longbridge every year, said: “I'm so proud our
area is getting the recognition it deserves.

“This shows what me and everyone here has
been saying.

“With the investment, regeneration, the town
centre, housing and fantastic transport links we
have here, Longbridge is areally great place to live
in, work in and visit.”

THE NEXT Drink and Doodle session to be
organised by Droitwich Arts Network (DAN)
will take place from egm to 8pm on Tuesday,
February 3, at the town’s library.

Everyone is welcome to the event.

People should note there is no drinks machine at
the library so people should bring their own.

People need to also take their library card to
gain access as the building will be unmanned at
that time.

Anyone without a library card can just knock
on the window and one of the DAN team will let
them in.

DAN'’s full programme of events for 2026 will be
released soon.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Iirect

D
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Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

<+ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

| | Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk



PAGE 6

MPs make Holocaust pledge

Members promise to resist intolerance and hatred

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

THE MPs for Bromsgrove,
Redditch and Droitwich
have signed the Holocaust
Educational Trust’s Book
of Commitment in parlia-
ment.

The signings, by Bradley
Thomas, Chris Bloore and Nigel
Huddleston, respectively, coin-
cided with Holocaust memorial
day, on Tuesday.

The trio, and other members
of parliament pledged to remem-
ber the 6 million Jewish men,
women and children murdered
during the Holocaust, to honour
survivors who have dedicated
their lives to education and to
speak out against antisemitism.

Holocaust memorial day 2026
marked 81 years since the lib-
eration of Auschwitz-Birkenau,
the largest Nazi death camp.

This year’s memorial day
theme, ‘bridging generations’,
highlighted the shared respon-
sibility to ensure remembrance
and its lessons are passed from
one generation to the next as the
number of survivors declines.

Mr Thomas said: “Holocaust
memorial day was an impor-
tant opportunity for people from
Bromsgrove to reflect on the
darkest times of European his-
tory.

He pledged to speak out against
all forms of antisemitism.
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Nigel Huddleston
(below) said, as well

as remembrance, there
must also be a renewed
commitment to challenge
hatred, prejudice and
discrimination. s

vors who worked tire-
lessly to educate young-
er generations.

“As the number

“This, in recent months, has
risen exponentially, and needs to
be tackled head on,” added the
Bromsgrove MP.

Mr Bloore said: “As the voices of survivors sadly
of survivors grow fewer, and declines, it is our
frailer, the responsibility to responsibility to

ensure their stories
are never forgotten,”
said the Droitwich MP.

remember does not disappear —
it passes to us. Coming together
in Redditch to mark Holocaust

memorial day is deeply impor- “When antisemitism
tant. This year’s theme, bridg- has risen sharply,
ing generations, reminds us that remembrance

remembrance only endures if it is
actively passed on — from grand-
parents to grandchildren, from
teachers to pupils and through

must go with
a renewed co-
mmitment to
challenge

community events like this” hatred,
The Redditch MP added, he prejudice
was deeply moved by the tes- and dis-

crimina-
tion.”

timony of Lejla Golos at the
Redditch commemoration.

“Her story is a stark reminder
that genocide is not just history.
It happened in Europe within
our lifetimes and it always
begins the same way — with
hatred tolerated, normal-
ised and ignored. Holocaust
memorial day must also be a
call to action. Antisemitism
is rising again and say- -
ing ‘never again’ only 3
means som-ething
if we are pre-
pared to chal-
lenge prejudice
early and decisively,
wherever it appears.”

Mr Huddleston said the event
was vital to remember the 6
million Jews murdered in the
Holocaust and honouring survi-

Bradley Thomas said it was time
to reflect on the darkest times in
Europe’s history. s

ARISTO
GRAm

Merry Hill:

01384262710 | 0121516 9280

Solihull:

BUY NOW AND PAY NOTHING UNTIL 2027**

visit Www.aristocraft.me for more information! | *T&Cs Apply | **Authorised and Regulated By The Financial Conduct Authority

Our Chairman’s Price Promise: We will beat any like-for-like quote, ensuring you receive outstanding value!
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Bromsgrove District Council chairman, Coun Sam Evans, laid a wreath at the Hol M

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

BROMSGROVE came
together on Tuesday,
for Holocaust memo-
rial day.

A poignant service took
place at Bromsgrove Council
House, at Parkside.

The day opened with wel-
comes from Bromsgrove
District Council chairman,
councillor Sam Evans, and
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council leader Karen May.
The service was led by
Rev Alan Conant and CE
John Leach lit the Holocaust
Memorial Day candle.
Pradeep Chaudhari said
a prayer during the serv-
ice, which brought together
people from different faiths,
along with those of no faith.
This year’s theme, ‘bridg-
ing generations’ emphasized
the importance that remem-
brance be observed and that
knowledge of the tragedy is
passed between age groups.

ial in S

s Park. s

The Bromsgrove serv-
ice included pupils from
several schools including
Alvechurch, Aston Fields,
Parkside, St John’s, and
Catshill middle schools,
Rigby Hall, Bromsgrove
School, and Woodrush and
North Bromsgrove high
schools. Woodrush High stu-
dents performed a song.

Sir Nicholas Lechmere Bt,
Deputy Lord Lieutenant for
Worcestershire, read the act
of commitment.

Afterwards, Bromsgrove

District Council chairman
Evans laid a wreath at the
Holocaust memorial in
Sanders Park.

This year marks the 81st
anniversary of the liberation
of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the
largest Nazi concentration
camp.

Holocaust memorial day
offers the chance to remem-
ber the 6 million Jewish peo-
ple murdered and to honour
the survivors who have dedi-
cated their lives to raising
awareness of the atrocity.
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Shoplifter gets jailed

A PROLIFIC Bromsgrove
shoplifter has been jailed
after a string of offenc-
es.

Brian Alton, of
Turntable Avenue, was
sentenced to 10 months
in prison after being
found guilty of five
counts of theft from a
shop.

The offences related
to incidents at shops in
Bromsgrove between
January 5 and 16.

The b59-year-old was
also charged with failing
to comply with the com-
munity requirements of
a suspended sentence.

Alton was handed

the sentence at Kid-
derminster Magistrates
Court.

Sgt Sonny Wright,
from the local safer
neighbourhood team
(SNT) welcomed the cus-
todial sentence handed
to Alton, adding a lot of
businesses would too.

“Bromsgrove SNT has
seen an uplift in offic-
er numbers recently,
meaning we are able to
dedicate more time to
dealing with issues that
impact our community,
such as this,” he said.

“We will continue to
robustly tackle shoplift-
ing in the town.”

Crash witness appeal

A MOTORCYCLIST aged
in his 20s sustained seri-
ous injuries after a crash
on the A448 between
Kidderminster and Brom-
sgrove.

The emergency servic-
es were called to the inci-
dent, at around 4.30pm
on Sunday, on the main
Kidderminster Road bet-
ween Clattercut Lane and
Berry Lane.

A black Honda motor-
bike collided with a white
Volvo EX30.

West Midlands Amb-
ulance Service sent an
ambulance, two para-
medic officers, a medical
emergency response inci-
dent team trauma doctor
with a critical care para-

medic, and a helicopter
from the Midlands Air
Ambulance attended.

The motorcyclist suf-
fered serious injuries and
received specialist trauma
care at the scene before
being taken to Queen
Elizabeth Hospital.

A second patient was
assessed and discharged
at the scene.

West Mercia Police have
appealed for witnesses
and for drivers who have
dash cam footage from
around the time it hap-
pened, to get in touch.

Anyone who can help
should email christopher.
fowler@westmercia.
police.uk with the details.

LOOKING FOR A
GOOD WOMAN
TO MARRY

BETWEEN AGE OF 40 to 87

Seeking nice woman between 40 to 87 with
view to marriage. Only sincere persons.

— peterdavis1996firm@engineer.com

Please email me:

BROMSGROV
SCHOOI

INDIVIDUAL
VISITS
WELCOME
Outstanding

results at GCSE,
Alevel & IB

Very wide range
of co-curricular
activities
included in fees

Lunch and break
time snacks
included

Extensive daily
transport routes

ECLYAUIARS e

DISCIPLINE °

ACADEMIC RIGOUR

Call 01527 579679 or email admissions@bromsgrove-school.co.uk
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
720 pupils aged 2 - 13 @ 1060 pupils aged 13 - 18
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Morganisation is coming to Feckenham Village Hall. s

Some vintage rock

ROCKER Dave Scott-Morgan from
ELO will perform at Feckenham
Village Hall at 7.30pm next
Saturday, February 7.

Morganisation is an unmissable
evening of classic rock nostalgia,
engaging storytelling and feelgood
energy.

The night promises a show for
music lovers of every generation
and will feature ELO favourites,
original songs and timeless rock
tunes. With Dave’s extensive
musical legacy - from The Move
to Magnum - and the warm pres-
ence of his wife Mandy bringing
rich harmonies and humour, the
performance is as personal as it is
powerful.

Those watching can expect
soaring melodies, epic guitar
moments and stories from behind
the scenes of one of the world’s

most iconic bands.

‘Whether people are reliving
their vinyl glory days or discov-
ering these classics for the first
time, Morganisation is billed as a
show full of heart, soul and great
tunes and an evening that will peo-
ple singing all the way home.

The show has been brought to
Redditch’s rural outpost by Live
and Local - the county’s perform-
ing arts scheme.

The performance is spon-
sored by Arts Council England,
‘Worcestershire County Council
and Redditch Borough Council.

Visit: feckhall.org for more
information and tickets, which
are also on sale at the Village
Shop and The Rose and Crown in
Feckenham.

Alternatively, call 0333 666
3366.
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Music and comedy
among offerings

THERE is something for eve-
ryone at Bromsgrove’s Artrix
next month with live music,
rock tributes, cinema classics
and even some stand-up com-
edy.

Milton Jones will start the month
on February 3, bringing his one-
liners, story-telling and rapid-fire
wit to the audience.

On February 5, there will be a
truly unique event with ‘REM X
Buster Keaton’s Sherlock Jr’ - this
is a magical fusion of silent film
and live music as the cult classic is
reimagined with an REM inspired
soundrack.

‘Roy G Hemmings TSOP &
Motown’ will be at the venue on
February 6 - timeless hits bound

to have the audience in awe and up
and dancing in their seats.

For fans of dance will be in their
element on February 9 when ‘ROH
Live: Woolf Works’ brings Royal
Ballet live through elegant chore-
ography and surreal storytelling.

Next up will be a flurry of trib-
ute acts, including ‘A Head Full of
Coldplay’ on February 12, ‘Eclipse
- The Pink Floyd Experience’ on
February 13 and ‘Let’s Hear it for
the Girls’ on February 14. The
latter is a mass tribute to iconic
female artists.

John Hindle’s ‘King of the Road
Tour’ will come to the venue at on
February 20 and, for rock fans,
there is ‘Mothership: Led Zeppelin’
on February 21 and ‘Bon Jovi for-
ever’ on February 22.

The final music events of the
month will take viewers back in
time - ‘ABBA Gold’ on February 27
and That Britpop Band a day later,
on February 28.

In between will be popular
Bromsgrove comedian Fat Theo -
after his debut full-length show The
Journeyman last year, he returns
with ‘The Contender’ on February
26. He will be supported by Danny
Strachan, Katie Slater, and intro-
ducing Suzanne Lane.

Most shows start at 7.30pm.

Visit:  artrixbromsgrove.co.uk
or go to the theatre’s box office
- between 10am and 12pm on
Monday or from 6pm to 8pm
Wednesday to Saturday - for times,
tickets and more information.

they
LIVE MUSIC:

201’"
ZI“FEB MOTHERSHIP
7™ FEB: ABBA GOLD

9™ APRIL: K-POP SUPERSTA
APRIL: THE RA!

2"' APRIL: SHANIA TWAIN -

™ MAY: CASSIDY J
TH

+

WHAT’S ON AT

Whether you're starting lllL year with big resolutions or just lookin
fun to look forward to, we've ‘got the h"hts on, keep an eye on the hi
are the top picks h\ our volunteers and tickets are selling fast!

30TH JAN: WOMEN IN ROCK

6TH FEB: ROY G HEMMINGS - TSOP & MOTOWN

12™ FEB: A HEADFULL OF COLDPL

13™ FEB ECLIPLSE - THE PINK FLOYD EXPERIENCE

B: JOSH HINDLE £KING OF THE ROAD TOUR)
ED ZEPPELIN

28™ FEB: THAT BRITPOP BAND

" MARCH: THE TAP CHAPS
6" MARCH: BEATLEMANIA
7™ MARCH: NEARLY DAN - THE SOUND OF STEELY DAN
15™ MARCH: THE SPICE PARTY - 30 YEARS OF THE SPICEGIRLS
19™ MARCH: TINA TURNER EXPERIENCE
20TH MARCll_l-l' FLEETWOOD UNCHAINED

2“’ APRIL: SMOOTH CRIMINAL
4™ APRIL: ELECTRIK LIVE ORC

lOHEAD ROJECT
PRIL: THE ANNIE LEN lg{x & ERRYTHMICS SHOW

SH L
17TM APRlL ONE NIGHT OF ADELE - NAOMI JOHNSON

2
é Y GlVE ME THE NIGHT (GEORGE BENSON TRIBUTE)
AY: THE SABRINﬁ CARPENTER TRIBUTE

8™ MAY: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS

+ ARTRIX
YOUTH THEATRE

GS CAROLE KING

: OASISH
14™ MAY: ELTON’S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MON: (6-8PM), WED: 10AM-12PM, SAT: 10AM-12PM

SCHOOL
MUSICAL 4

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THE FORMATION
OF THE ARTRIX YOUTH THEATRE PROGRAM
ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK/YOUTH-THEATRE/
AREYOU AGED 12-18?

¢ for something
Tlllf'htt’d events, ST

THEATRE:
1277

26™ MARCH: ACOPALYPSE NOW -
1415 APRIL: JONNY COLE

NOV: TINY TIM’S FAMILY
215T NOV: TNY TIM’S STAND UP ADVENTURE

SPOKEN WORD:
18"™ MARCH: BIRMINGHAM CITY LEGENDS - AN EVENING WITH
CLINTON MORRISON AND MICHAEL JOHNSON

YOUTH THEARE:
STARTING FEB 28™, THE ARTRIX YOUTH THEATRE PROGRAMME BEGINS
WORKING TOWARDS A SUMMER PRODUCTION OF HIGH SCHOOL
MUSICAL JR IN THE MAIN AUDITORIUM, FOR MORE INFO VISIT
ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK/YOUTHTHEATRE

ELTON'S SONG:
BEYOND THE -

EVENT CINEMA:

5™ FEB: R.E.M X BUSTER KEATON’S SHERLOCK JR

9™ FEB: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: WOOLF WOR
2"" MARCH: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE THE AUDIENCE
3R MARCH: ROY.
2 RCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED
20™ APRIL: NATIONAI
215T APRIL: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE
5™ MAY: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEGIN
28" MAY: NT LIVE: LIVE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORL
25™ JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

AL OPERA LIVE: GISELLE

ITHEATRE LIVE:

14""MARCH: THE GREAT BRI I'SH BAKE OFF MUSICAL
22" MARCH: DISNEY NEWSIES J

26" MAY: WONDERS OF THE UNIVERSE
24™ _27™ JUNE: SLEUTH

18™ AUGUST: WONDERS OF THE UNIVERSE NEXT CHAPTER

~ DECEMBER: RAPUNZEL THE TANGLED PANTOMIME
v
2 COMEDY:
P | g mosones se gmmseess
“E"SICHAEL JACKSON EXPERIENCE “ 2P \TARCH: MATT PARKER GETTING TRIGGY WITH IT

ARMAGUDD’N
DVENTURE

YELLOW BRICK RUAD

14TH MAY 2026
DOORS 19:00 | STARTS 19:30

[ARTRIX

ALL MY SONS

ALFIE MOORE
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

vvw-a/ - =

| Treats

|

fff —
| (PR MERTY DEALS:]
| Small Sausages |idares Smmngen

| 20 for £5 | 10 for £5
T ety bt ey T m

at
Just for
Pets!

Just fOI’ Pets Bromsg rove 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets Droitwich Saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets Kidderminster, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
OMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more FHE
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. “PGHADE

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options

 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?
v FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
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&=
Cloud Zero

lift and tilt

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT
OICE OF SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES

v TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Expenence -
Fantastic Serwce
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

facebook

¢¢Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!>®

(CB August 2025)

in Just A Bed.

. 01905 796 507

v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly
Recommend them?’

(MQ July 2025)

_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
JANUARY SALE NOW ON

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
LaZboy

Winter Offer

" 3FOR2 (3

Three seat sofa for the
price of a two seat sofa

WINTER SALE

KING SIZE FOR THE PRICE OF A DOUBLE
SUPER KING FOR THE PRICE OF A KING

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ
t. 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
I FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE (0] 5 % % % % % GOOGLE REVIEWS
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Needleworks gets a facelift

Ben Truslove, joint managing director at John Truslove; with Richard
‘O:I:Jiﬂkand Adam Darby, joint owners of FINN Contracts, at Grange
orks. s

AN HISTORIC former needle fac-
tory in Redditch is on the market.

The Grange Works former factory
and brickworks, at 93-95 Brom-
sgrove Road, has been renovated
by FINN Contracts to provide mod-
ern office and workshop space.

Adam Darby, a director at FINN
Contracts, based in Kidderminster,
said the company bought the prop-
erty, through John Truslove, last
year and is now marketing it for use
as a leasehold commercial site.

“This Victorian building is very
much part of the industrial history
of Redditch,” he said.

“It is a great example of some of
the quality fit-out and renovation
work we provide and we think it
will prove very attractive to a new
business.”

He added, the company had
worked with Ben Truslove — joint
managing director at John Truslove
— on various projects over a dec-
ade.

“They are very knowledgeable
about the local market and were
a clear choice when it came to
marketing this property,” said Mr
darby

Grange Works is a detached,
two-storey property with first-floor
offices and further office space plus
a workshop or storage area on the
ground floor.

The 1,850sq ft building is on a
triangular site of just under half an
acre, with a large, securely fenced
and gated car park and yard.

Ben Truslove said: “Adam and
the FINN Contracts team have
done an excellent job refurbish-
ing and redecorating the Grange
Works and turning it into a highly
attractive property.

“As landlords, they will consider
splitting the property and letting the
ground floor space only, with a por-
tion of the car park. We believe a
quality commercial site like this will
secure tenants very quickly.”

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

MEMBERS of Bromsgrove’s
St John’s Church have cele-
brated the end of an almost
year-long project to restore
its spire.

A cake-and-coffee concert on
Saturday saw more than 260 peo-
ple pack the church to celebrate
completion of the spire restora-
tion project.

The $£500,000 plan involved
the top 2.5m of the spire being
taken down and rebuilt, using
Locharbriggs sandstone.

The central iron masonry rod,
which had rusted and caused the
original sandstone to crack, has
been replaced by stainless steel.

Some 70 per cent of the spire
has been regrouted and many of

the ancient tower parapet stones
have been replaced with newly-
carved sandstone pieces.

All the new work is visible from
the ground - it is the crisp red
stone atop the tower and spire.

The spire appeal and project
was co-ordinated and managed by
the Friends of St John’s Trustees.

Trustees chair Jo Slade, said:
“The success of this important
project has been made possible
thanks to support from the com-
munity and collaboration with
many individuals and organisa-
tions.

“The Friends of St John’s have
worked with the cake-and-coffee
concerts to hold open days and
heritage engagement events, so it
was most fitting we celebrated the
end of the project at a concert.

“The quality of the music cer-
tainly matched the occasion.”

As a lasting legacy, the top
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Trustee Friends of

St Johns’ Jo Slade

and Sheila Vincent
celebrate completion.of
the-work.

B Picture by
Marcus
Mingins
0426006 MMR1'

L

section of the spire, which had
cracked, has been rebuilt at the
base of the church tower.

The rebuilt spire apex will cel-
ebrate the many people who have
built, added to and restored the
grade I listed church building over
many centuries.

Chair Jo added: “Friends of St
John’s Trustees are incredibly
grateful to everyone who has sup-
ported this important project.

“We had a wonderful team of
restoration and heritage profes-
sionals working on this project,
all bringing their skills, knowl-
edge, understanding and care to
ensure the success of this impor-
tant work.

“Our most sincere thanks really
do go out to everyone who has
contributed to the important res-
toration work and engaged with
the wonderful heritage on offer in
Bromsgrove’s landmark church.”

o

w% Under 60s
4 Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

I% Lunchtime Specials and

Menu £10.25

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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PALACE [ORTHCOMING oM@

THEATRE  ATTRACTIONS

VINCENT SIMONE

TANGO PASSIONS
&

4
Y

YD), S THE LI OEASHOWGIR

BEE [13Y; L GLLISLIVE

SAT 1& FEB : 7.30PM SUN 15 FEB : 5.30PM TUE 17 FEB : 7.30PM
t-amlly I menammem mr Half Term

PALACE THEATRE, REDDITCH

I WeoNesoay 6 FesRuaRY - 130pm & 430pm
BOX OFFICE: redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk » 01527 65203

iy Alcester Street, Redditch, Worcestershire, BS8 8AE

‘i.'?E-ﬁ STARRING mmm Ewe - 2
>N @?Zh%, A:{@'@
FRI 20 FEB : 7.30PM SAT 21 FEB : 7.30PM WED 25 FEB : 7.30PM
www.reddiichpalacetheatre.co.uk 0 RUBICON

BOX OFFICE 01527 65203 LEISURE
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Thousands
of new
homes on
latest plans

PLANS for 5,500 new homes and
a town centre have been formally
submitted for the proposed new
settlement around Worcestershire
Parkway Railway Station.

A spokesperson for the gov-
ernment’s housing and regen-
eration agency Homes England,
confirmed two outline planning
applications for Wychavon Town
had been received by Wychavon
District Council.

The proposals seek consent for
several thousand homes alongside
alongside schools, community
facilities and employment oppor-
tunities, integrated transport and
active travel connections.

Ben Frodsham, Homes England’s
head of planning and enabling,
said: “The submission of outline
planning applications for 5,500
new homes, a new town centre and
supporting infrastructure is a sig-
nificant milestone in the delivery
of Wychavon Town.”

He added it followed many
years of collaboration with part-
ners Summix, local councils and
Worcestershire County Council.

“This is an important step
towards delivering a high-quality
new settlement that will help meet
housing needs over the next 40
years.”

Wychavon District Council is
currently consulting on Wychavon
Town until February 17. See
wychavontown.co.uk/WTSPD for
details.
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Important questions have meant a
very busy start to the new year

THE NEW year in Parliament has started
with a full agenda, from votes on tax
policy to debates about digital regulation,
culture and national security.

The Conservatives voted to scrap the so-
called ‘Family Farm Tax’ again. Farming
is the backbone of rural communities like
ours and this policy unfairly penalises those

There has been a busy start to the new
year in Parliament. s

Westminster Diary

Nigel Huddleston MP writes
for The Standard

/ o~ / J

trying to pass on family businesses. The
Government has now done a partial U-turn,
but it is not enough.

I was honoured to sign the Holocaust
Educational Trust’s Book of Commitment to
mark Holocaust Memorial Day. This year’s
theme, Bridging Generations, is a powerful
reminder of our duty to preserve the mem-
ory of the 6million Jews murdered during
the Holocaust and to confront antisemitism
wherever it appears. With survivors becom-
ing fewer, it is more important than ever we
remember their stories and stand against
hatred.

I used Department of Culture, Media
and Sport (DCMS) Oral Questions to raise
two important issues. First, I called on the
Government to act on a loophole in the con-
sumer rights legislation that risks harming
cultural and heritage organisations. The cur-
rent 14-day refund rule could be exploited,
allowing people to sign up for memberships,
visit venues for free, and then cancel and get
a refund.

Second, I asked what conversations took
place between DCMS, the Home Office and
others before the controversial decision
to ban Israeli fans from the Aston Villa v
Maccabi Tel Aviv football match. Very little
was done to stop the ban and more answers
are needed.

I welcome the Government’s decision to

row back on its Digital ID cards plan. While
technology has an important role to play in
improving access to services, any system
involving personal data must be approached
with care.

The response to a poll on my website was
clear with an overwhelming majority against
introducing Digital ID. People are right-
ly concerned about privacy, data security
and how such systems could be used. I'm
pleased the Government took these views
into account.

On the proposal to ban social media access
for under-16s - which has also sparked
important debate - I generally favour per-
sonal responsibility,

I've seen growing evidence of the harm
some social media platforms can cause,
especially to children. I have launched a
short survey on my website to gather views
and welcome your thoughts.

Over the festive period, as Shadow
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and
Sport I announced the opposition’s pro-
posals for restoring the Listed Places of
‘Worship Grant Scheme in full.

The scheme helps reduce the costs of
repairs and renovations for places of wor-
ship with listed status but the Government
has cut this budget by almost half and
imposed a cap on individual claims.

Many places of worship, including in
the constituency, have benefited from
this scheme. I will continue to hold the
Government to account on this policy, both
as local MP and as Shadow Secretary of
State.

Nigel Huddleston MP
Droitwich and Evesham MP

JOHNSONS

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT GREAT DAY OUT

'Club Class' Extra Legroom or Luxury Traveller Coaches.
Entrance and Admission Charges included.
Depart from 38 local Boarding Points with reserved seating.

Cambridge

Mon 16 Feb 2026

Shropshire

Tue 17 Feb 2026

Bristol

Wed 18 Feb 2026

Peterborough

B 5
Thur 19 Feh 2026

London
Covent Garden

: 8 Pl
Fri 20 Feb 2026

Liverpool

Sun 22 Feh 2026

& So much more on offer!

Call our Reservations Team on 01564 510 037

JOHNSO,

EXPRESS EXCURSIONS

<" BRAND NEW!

COACH HOI.IDAYS

LR
EXPRESS EXCURSIONS

one ray
RICE < ont sonRoing | soiny

Travel with Johnsons - 1rgye

TODAY

Don't Hesitate - Get

Booking Today!
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give your kitchen
a fresh NEW LOOK

Joe’s DoOrsS & overlays

At Joe's Doors, we specialise in transforming
kitchens without the disruption, stress, or sky-
high cost of a full renovation. By replacing your
existing doors, panels, and trims, we give your
kitchen a stunning new look that feels like a
complete miracle. Most transformations are
completed in just two days, and there’s no need
to empty your cupboards.

* No mess, no fuss - just beautiful results
* Most fitted in as little as two days

* Wide range of designs to suit any style
* Custom-made to fit your existing units
* Quality materials, expert workmanship
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* % NOW AVAILABLE **

BUY NOW PAY LATER

Upgrade your kitchen with flexible payments.
Just a 10% deposit - nothing more to pay until 2027.

CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS

seamlessly over your existing
surfaces, delivering a luxury
finish.

Why choose Quartzize?

« Timeless and elegant design
+ Non-porous and hygienic
* Incredibly easy to maintain

We're here to help you create a space
you'll love — with a more wow factor.

Whether you're going for a fresh, contemporary
vibe or something timeless and traditional, we have
hundreds of options to help you.

Complete your transformation with a Quartzize
natural stone overlay — the smart, stylish way
to update your worktops without the hassle of
removing them. These elegant stone overlays fit

+/ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢/ FITTED INA DAY ORTWO ¢ MAD| MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Book your completely free, no-obligation
consultation with Joe’s Doors today.

Why replace your worktops when this unique
quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:
» Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

« Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

[ i iégwm‘z‘
M B 1.:".":!?'!.’

Our fitters will come back and
transform your kitchen.

“Subject to status: Terms and candiions apply.

QUARTZIZE

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

-I We'll pop along and take 2

Choose from our range of 3
some measurements...

doors and worktops...

FREE SURVEY
FREE DESIGN
FREE QUOTE
FULLY FITTED
NATIONWIDE

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience. Family-run business.




=IT CLUB

YOU ARE
INVITED

Keep fit, have fun.

TheFitClubisn’tjustagymit'sa
community. With top-class equipment,
expert PTs, and classes that push you
further, we're here to help you enjoy
keeping fit. Whether you're training for
strength, fitness, wellness, or just a healthier
lifestyle -You'll find your place here!

N

WEIGEHTS @M@Wn@wm@

STRENGTH &

What makes us special:

@ The largest gym in Redditch.

@ Top of The Range Equipment

@ 40+ Weekly fitness classes

@ Free parking

@ Ladies Only Sauna & Mixed Sauna
@ Friendly Gym Community

Use code ‘FEBSALF’
to pay just £18.50 for
your first month!

[Recaxamion!' FUNCTIONAL

RO

[_CYCLING_”_CARDIU_lrPERS[lNAL_”_GRUUP_l

LST&U@H@ g

B AU LT

EXEE‘%@I]SE

www.thefitclubredditch.co.uk
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Our best ever offer.

4 Classes +

With over 40 classes a week
included in your membership,
there is truly something for
everyone at The Fit Club. Stretch
out with Yoga, sweat with HIIT,
or feel the rhythm with Zumba.

4+ Recovery +

Recovery at The Fit Club is designed to
help you unwind, restore & feel renewed.
Enjoy our ladies-only sauna, general sauna
& soothing waterfall experience shower.
With our ice bath soon available for use,
your post-workout wellness routine is
about to get even better.

JOIN NOW!

Unit 4E, 17 Alcester St, Redditch, B98 SAE

www.thefitclubredditch.co.uk EIT CLU B

01527 350285
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Grow weeded out

POLICE have uncovered a cannabis farm
in Redditch.

The grow was found at a residential
property on Larkfield Road after concerns
were raised that the location had been left
unlocked.

The cannabis plants were spread across
multiple rooms in the house and more
than 50 mature specimens were confis-
cated, along with others that had been
harvested.

Two men, aged 33 and 50, were later
arrested on suspicion of cannabis cultiva-
tion. The pair have been bailed and enquir-
ies into the incident are continuing.

Det Con Vince, from West Mercia Police
CID, said: “Patrol officers were quickly
deployed to the address ... and were able
to secure valuable evidence.

“Cannabis grows of this scale and nature
are often linked to serious organised crime
groups.

“The impact they have on a community
and victims can go far beyond the growing
and selling of cannabis, and such activity
will not be tolerated.”

The force has urged anyone who sus-
pects drugs are being cultivated at proper-
ties in their area to call police on 101, or
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111, to pass
the information on.

Time to wassail

A TRADITIONAL wassail will take place in
Alvechurch on Saturday, February 7.

The event will begin at 4.30pm at The
Crown Inn, in Withybed Lane, with perform-
ances from the Aelfgythe Border Morris
and five other guest Morris troupes.

There will then be a torchlit procession,
at 6.30pm, to The Weighbridge Inn.

Events there will include performances
from the Alvechurch Community Choir,
wassailing the dedicated apple tree, life
firing from The Sealed Knot re-enactment
group, and the wassail raffle.

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A PERFORMING arts academy
started by Birds of a Feather
star Pauline Quirke will be
relocating to Bromsgrove’s
Lickey End First School.

The Pauline Quirke Academy
of Performing Arts (PQA) will
reopen at the school, in Lickey
End, on Saturday, February
28

It will relaunch under a new
name, PQA Bromsgrove and
Redditch.

The weekend will showcase
the performing arts school,
which offers dynamic, con-
fidence-building training for
young people.

The academy is currently

based at Arrow Vale Academy,
in Redditch.

PQA principal Ariya Amin
said: “We are absolutely thrilled
to bring PQA to Bromsgrove.

“Our academy has grown
so much in Redditch and this
move gives us the opportunity
to welcome even more fami-
lies from Bromsgrove, Aston
Fields, Lickey, Catshill and
surrounding areas.

“PQA is all about building
confidence, encouraging crea-
tivity and giving children the
space to shine. We can’t wait
to begin this new chapter.”

Pauline Quirke MBE, who
starred as Sharon Theo-
dopolopodous in the hit BBC
sitcom, opened the first acad-
emy back in 2007.

There are more than 200

The Standard, Friday January 30, 2026

Pauline Quirke, left, with princi-
pal Ariya Amin. s

academies in the UK, open
on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays.

The academy features come-
dy and drama, musical theatre
and film and television.

Alongside the Main Academy
— open to people aged six to

Palline Quirke
Academy will be
performing in
Bromsgrove. s

18, PQA offers Poppets classes
for children aged four and five,
introducing them to creativity,
confidence, and communica-
tion through performing arts.
Students will be part of
public performances, filmed
projects, screenings, external
showcases and have access to
industry-experienced teachers.
To celebrate the relaunch,
PQA Bromsgrove and Redditch
is offering free taster sessions.
Ariya added: “Whether a child
is outgoing and full of energy
or quiet and looking for a safe,
creative space, PQA welcomes
everyone.
“We can’t wait to meet our
new Bromsgrove families.”
Visit pgacademy.com/
academies/redditch/ to book a
free session.
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &

> GABLE RECYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Cables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV378AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm
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EIBUILDLAND

The Building & Landscaping DIY Centre

BRICKS & BRICK MATCHING SERVICE DRIVEWAY PAVERS PORCELAIN BRICK SPECIALS ( RED & BLUE )

Over 300 Types of Bricks in stock
Prices from
£395 + VAT per 1000 -
i (3%

= = Prices from
Pavers from = £24.86 + VAT
£13.45 + VAT m2 ‘ per m2
27[’ eaCh =3 3 ’ £8 80 ead‘ Extensive Range of Red & Blue Specials

FENCING

Concrete Slotted Post
from £14.45 + VA
- Concrete Gravel Boards

'from 13 s VAT

C24 tlmber from 2.4m §
up to 6mCLS 2.4m PSE

£ ﬁrices from oy ; Prices from
~ £2.75 each + VAT @ S £21.95 + VAT m2

PLYWOODS

- 3 - All types Decorative g e = ;
Plywood;-@SB, MDF, % ! : Gravels & Aggregates ; . Plasterboards, PIR Insulation
Loftboard, Marine Ply S 3 . From £6.99 + VAT each

We provide a full delivery service with the aim to meet customer requirements as eff' clently as p055|ble,
typically delivering building materials from stock. We offer an all-day delivery service between 7:30am and
5:00pm. For the next delivery date available, please call our sales team. ALL PRICES SHOWN ARE + VAT

Head Office: Buildland Ltd, Oxleasow Road, Redditch, East Moons Moat,
Worcestershire, B98 ORE | Tel: 01527 519 444

Coventry Branch: Buildland Ltd, The Prince William Henry, 252 Foleshill Road,
Coventry, CV1 4HW | Tel: 02476 703 500

BUILDLAND.CO.UK
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New screening
kits could help

thousands get
earlier bowel

WORCESTERSHIRE Acute
Hospitals NHS Trust has
been piloting a new sensitiv-
ity of bowel cancer screening
announced by NHS England on
Monday.

The NHS estimates this change
will detect around 600 additional
bowel cancers early each year in
England - around an 11 per cent
increase. It is also forecast to and
find 2,000 more people with high-
risk polyps in their bowel, allowing
patients to have preventative sur-
gery before any cancers develop.

The home-testing kit, known as
the faecal immunochemical test
(FIT), is offered to all people over
50 years old and checks for blood
in a small stool sample, which can
be a sign of bowel cancer.

By reducing the level at which

The faecal immunochemical test (FIT) is being

offered to all people over 50 years old and
the changes will see 600 more bowel cancers
detected early each year. Picture courtesy of
Bowel Cancer UK. s

traces of blood in a FIT test would
lead to further investigations, from
120micrograms of blood per gram
of poo down to 80, the NHS will
offer 35 per cent more screening
colonoscopies each year to help
diagnose or rule out cancer.
Stephen Lake, clinical director and
lead colonoscopist of the screening
programme at Worcestershire Acute
Hospital NHS Trust, said: “For a
year we have lowered the threshold
for home-screening Kkits to trigger
more referrals for further testing.
“This has meant an increase in
the number of people identified with
tiny traces of blood in their poo and
an increase in the number we see in
Worcestershire and Herefordshire
for further testing and treatment.
“The entire team is delighted to
be at the leading edge of this very
important, life-saving expansion.”

The move comes as the NHS
is set to launch new digital alerts
that a screening kit is on its way
to people’s homes in a bid to boost
screening uptake. It is part of a
radical new National Cancer Plan
to be published by the government
next week.

‘Major step forward’

Peter Johnson, national clinical
director for Cancer at NHS England,
said: “This is a major step forward
in bowel cancer detection.

“Finding bowel cancer earlier can
mean less intensive treatment, a
better chance of recovery, and in
many cases people can avoid can-
cer altogether by having dangerous
polyps removed before they cause

arm.
“Testing at the lower threshold

provides us with a better early-warn-
ing system, helping us to spot bowel
cancer earlier, often picking up
problems before symptoms appear,
when treatment works best.

“I would strongly encourage eve-
ryone who is sent a bowel screening
test to complete it and return it as
soon as possible - it really could
make all the difference.

Once fully rolled out, testing at
the lower threshold is expected
to reduce late-stage diagnoses
and deaths from bowel cancer by
around six per cent, while detecting
thousands more cancers earlier. It
will prevent more cases and save
the NHS over £30million each year
in treatment costs.

The Bowel Cancer UK charity has
also welcomed the move.

Genevieve Edwards, the char-
ity’s chief executive, said it was

cancer warning

great news. “This change marks an
important moment for bowel cancer
screening in the country.

“Increasing the sensitivity of the
test means more cancers will be
prevented and found earlier, saving
more lives from the UK’s fourth
most common cancer.

“This change may put extra pres-
sure on already overstretched serv-
ice, leading to more people waiting
for tests that could either confirm
a diagnosis or put their minds at
rest.

“Therefore, it’s vital staff across
the screening pathway are fully
supported and resourced to meet
the extra demand for colonoscopy
services.”

Visit nhs.uk/tests-and-treatments/
bowel-cancer-screening/ for more
on the NHS’ bowel cancer screen-
ing.

A\ RYon.

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL ¢ RELIABLE - TRUSTED

4 New roofs 59/ = 4 Flat roof solutions
4 Re-roofs 0” i+ EPDM rubber roofs
4 Roof repairs me,#:,ﬂ,,g 4 Chimneys rebuilt
+ Tiles/slates LG 4 Re-pointing

replaced 4+ Re-bedding
UPVC ROOFLINE DRY VERGES

PRODUCTS DRY RIDGES

4 Fascias EAVES PROTECTION
4 Cladding SYSTEMS (EPS)

4 Soffits

4 Guttering

4 Down pipes
Free Quititions - Al Work Guanaiiteed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google

Commancial roofl projects undertaken

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote 0sG
| | 3 | % | 3 |4

just(go!holidays
% Trustpilot

Reader Travel

Scarborough, Whitby

& Historic York

Departing Mon 16 Mar ‘26

Beloved for its pretty beaches, and classic charm,
Scarborough is the perfect destination for a
stunning five-day getaway! We enjoy a stunning
excursion programme with visits to Whitby,
York and the filming location for the TV series
Heartbeat, Goathland.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch

v 4 nights at a selected hotel in Scarborough (JG2
rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Light entertainment every evening
v/ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

¢/ Excursions to Goathland (Heartbeat), Whitby &
York

ABBA Voyage Live in London
Departing Sun 15 Mar ‘26

Have you always wanted to experience the magic

of an ABBA concert? Well now is your chance to say
Thank You for the Music! Join us at the ABBA Arena
for the incredible ABBA Voyage; where the global
pop icons appear on stage as digital avatars brought
to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4
rating) with breakfast

v Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with
coach transfers (dancefloor, standing)

¢ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for £25pp
or Block G or J for £45pp

Optional excursion to Beverley (£12pp)

5Days by Coach only £269

Single Supplement £75

2 Days by Coach only £229
Single Supplement £60
subject to

ba
of dale, holel, airpor:

Visit us online at n justgohols

justgoholidays.com/OSG

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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3 COURSE CARVERY £10

(If paying by cash)
Please note there is a £1 discount if paying cash as we'd simply rather give it
our customers rather than the banks

We are going to be mega busy so booking strongly advised as always.

- FISH AND CHIP FRIDAY ONLY £10.95

Don’t forget our famous sunday carvery!

The Fox Inn, Lower Chaddesley, Kidderminster, DY10 4QN
01562 777247 | thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk
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Artists given an open invitation
to put themselves in the frame

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE ORGANISERS of this year’s
‘Worcestershire Open Studios Art
Week are looking for new venues
across the county to host activi-
ties.

The event is Worcestershire’s larg-
est free art event and has created a
new online platform to connect local
businesses, studio spaces and ven-
ues with would-be participants.

The popular Art Week will take
place from August 22 to 31 and
sees local artists, makers and crea-
tors open their studios or homes
to display their work to the general
public.

A completely free ‘Venue Match’
service has been introduced on the
‘Worcestershire Open Studios web-
site to help more people at more
locations than ever before to get
involved.

Gemma Griffiths, Art Week’s co-
ordinator, said: “Each year there are
a number of local artists and makers
who would like to take part but who
are prohibited from doing so due to
the lack of a suitable space in which
to show off their work.

“Venue Match has been created
to help connect these people with
commercial venues, other artists,
cafes and indeed anyone with a bit
of available wall or cabinet space

who is interested in supporting the brought real benefits.

arts. “Many venues report that collabo-

Gemma added hosting artists

ration creates a lively, welcoming
atmosphere,substantially increased
footfall and brings many new peo-

ple through their doors who may
not otherwise have visited.”
She said, in 2025, more than

Award- winning watercolour
painter, Sian Thomas, in her
studio in Eckington during the
2025 Art Week. s

25,000 printed guides featuring 167
participants were distributed across
the county, with over 18,000 visits
recorded, over the ten days, to par-
ticipating studios and venues.

“Visitor feedback was overwhelm-
ingly positive, with people, especial-
ly valuing the opportunity to meet
the artists and makers in person.”

For this reason, all participants are
present at the place where they are
exhibiting during opening times.

Venue Match is now open for
submissions from venues and artist/
makers alike.

Once details are uploaded, these
appear on an interactive map, allow-
ing all interested parties to browse
opportunities and make direct con-
tact with possible partners.

Registration for artists to take
part in Art Week starts on February
14 and would-be participants must
have a venue in place before they
can register to take part.

Both Venue Match and registra-
tion close on March 25 and all those
who are looking for space, or able
to provide it, are encouraged to post
listings early to maximise opportu-
nities.

Visit worcestershireopenstudios.
org for more information and to
access Venue Match.

Trustpilot

Live in Birmingham

Departing Sat 19 Sep ‘26
The classical music phenomenon André Rieu returns to the UK with
a sensational new show, including a date at Bir ham’s bp pulse
LIVE! Accompanied by his 60-piece Johann Strauss Orchestra, this
evening promises to be filled with thrilling music.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast
¢ Ticket to André Rieu concert at Birmingham’s bp pulse LIVE (rank 4)
¢ Return coach transfers from the hotel to the arena

¢/ En-route visit to a place of interest

P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG

- Book by 13 Feb 2026

2 Days by Coach only £229

Single Supplement £50

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quotc osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

Bournemouth
& Weymouth
Departing Mon 23 Mar ‘26

Take a great-value trip to stunning Dorset, as we make our base in
Bournemouth, soak up the nautical atmosphere of Poole and explore
the traditional seaside resort of Weymouth, with the option of an
excursion to Salisbury and a 2-for-1 bar offer at our hotel!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Bournemouth (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
¢ Light entertainment every evening

¢/ Excursions to Poole & Weymouth
Optional excursion to Salisbury (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £259

Single Supplement £75

H justgohols

t 16 Just Go! Holidays terms.
fed Travel

Standard

Isle of Wight
‘Royals & Rails’

Departing Mon 4 May ‘26

On this fantastic break we enjoy the island’s natural beauty as well as
a nostalgic journey on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway and a visit to
fascinating Osborne House. The Isle of Wight is the perfect place to
enjoy a relaxing few days away.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at the Burlington Hotel, Sandown (JG2+ rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Entertainment some evenings

¢/ Heritage train journey on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway
¢/ Excursions to Osborne House, Cowes & Ryde

Optional Island Highlights Tour (E15pp)

P SAVE £40 - Quote OSG

- Book by 13 Feb 2026

5 Days by Coach only £419

NN,
Single Supplement £60 bl

- WDI
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2025
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The Bromsgrove Dilemma:
One Spectacular Sale, Two World-Class Showrooms

or homeowners in

Bromsgrove, Aston

Fields, and the
surrounding villages of Stoke
Prior and Catshill, making a
home improvement decision
has never been more exciting,
or more difficult.

As the 5 Star Mega January Sale is
officially extended until the end of
February, residents from Bournheath to
Chaddesley Corbett are faced with a
unique choice: which 5 Star showroom to
visit? Bromsgrove sits perfectly in the
"Golden Triangle" between our Worcester
and Kidderminster hubs, and while both
are close, they offer two very different
experiences.

At 5 Star, we believe you shouldn't just
"order" a door or a conservatory; you
should pre-experience it. Our showrooms
are designed for you to "give them some
stick", test the weight of our solid-core
composite doors, feel the effortless glide
of our bi-folds, and see the architectural
precision of our full-size living spaces. No

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

*Credit is subject to application and affordability. Terms and conditions apply. £1000 minimum order value applies to all financ
to the value of £5,000 including VAT. Balance can be repaid within 6 months with a £29 exit charge. 5 Star Construction Servi
and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Credit provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading st

SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

= S| A" Y
regularly with the legendary security
features that have made the 5 Star name
the Midlands’ first choice for over two
decades.

AR\ ) S

two showrooms are the same. Each is an
“interest fest” (yes, we want to get you
excited about your home!) of our latest
ranges and bespoke displays, upgraded

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814792

lans, with a maximum loan value of £50,000 and a minimum deposit of £99. £99 deposit option is o
Limited, Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JR (FRN 730066) trading as 5 Star Windows & Cons:
of Mitsubishi HC Capital (UK) PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Re

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 887970

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

applicable to orders up
atories is a credit broker
ter no. 704348)
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With global costs rising, there has never
been a smarter time to lock in your price.
Our extended January Sale offers a rare
window to secure the home of your
dreams at lower 2025 prices, backed by
our industry-leading 20-year guarantee.

Whether you are in the leafy lanes of
Cofton Hackett or the historic heart of
Bromsgrove, the wise choice is clear: visit
both. Spend a morning in Kidderminster
and an afternoon in Worcester. Compare
the styles, touch the finishes, and see
exactly how 5 Star engineering can
transform your home.

And while you're there, take the 5 Star
Tea Challenge, one customer is currently
up to 7 cups!

The sale is on, the price is low, and the
showrooms are ready. Don't just settle for
a window, demand a 5 Star
transformation before the clocks run out.

For more information visit
www.5starwindows.co.uk
or call

01562 60800

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

FEATURE DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATOREES
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More urged to give a thought to volunteering

RESIDENTS across Worcestershire
are being urged to consider volun-
teering as one of their new year, new
activities.

And, to help people find a role to
suit them, a new Love Volunteering
project has been launched.

The free, county-wide volunteer-
ing portal platform enables resi-
dents to discover a wide range of
volunteering opportunities quickly

and easily. Through this programme
there will be something of interest
for everyone, including NHS and
council service opportunities, trus-
tee and committee roles and charity
or community work.

Volunteering holds many benefits
for people and their areas, including
the chance to gain new skills and
experience whilst meeting new peo-
ple, the opportunity to improve per-

sonal wellbeing, a sense of purpose
in life and keeping Worcestershire
safe and growing.

For the scheme, Worcestershire
County Council has teamed up with
local volunteer centres through the
WeCan network and the Citizens
Advice Wyre Forest, whose websites
feed into the portal

Love Volunteering means locally
shared opportunities are available to

view all in one place.

Groups offering volunteering
opportunities are also welcome to
add them to the system - they just
register for free and get involved.

CounlanCresswell, Worcestershire
County Council’'s Cabinet Member
with Responsibility for Environment
and Communities said: “The New
Year is a perfect time to try something
new, and Love Volunteering opens

the door to so many rewarding oppor-
tunities across Worcestershire.

“Whether you can give a little time
or not, volunteering benefits our
communities and those who step
forward to help.”

Organisations or groups offer-
ing volunteering opportunities or
people looking for roles can visit
LoveVolunteering.co.uk for further
information.

Slmphfylng the message SO it’s
easier to swallow

A HEALTHCARE trust is simpli-
fying its information to ensure
it is clearer and easier to under-
stand for patients and families.

Almost four in 10 people - almost
half the population of Herefordshire
and Worcestershire - have difficulty
comprehending health informa-
tion.

This has prompted Herefordshire
and Worcestershire Health and
Care NHS Trust to launch an ongo-
ing health literacy project which
brings together staff and patient
experience volunteers.

So far, the trust has trained 45
patient volunteers who help review
content before it reaches patients.

Staff are now creating and review-
ing patient information with health
literacy in mind.

In 2024, the Trust’s Community

Engagement Panel completed an
audit of patient letters, websites
and leaflets, checking information
was simple and ensuring content
had a friendly and engaging tone.

It then launched the health lit-
eracy project in 2025.

Some of the Trust’s most visited
web pages have been reviewed and
simplified. One example is improve-
ments which have been made to the
physiotherapy referral web page -
this reduced the reading age from
19.4 to 13 years.

The literacy programme is ongo-
ing, with further training planned
over the following months.

Kate Wood, digital and com-
munity engagement manager, and
project lead at the Trust, said: “We
know health information can often
feel overwhelming or confusing.

“This project is all about listening

to our communities and working
together to make sure information
is clear, inclusive and genuinely
useful.

“Its not about information los-
ing important clinical meaning,
it’s about it being easy to under-
stand. Improving health literacy
helps people feel more confident,
involved and supported in their
care.”

Barbara, a patient representative
involved, said: “Being involved has
shown how small changes in lan-
guage can make a big difference.

“When information is easier to
understand, it feels less intimidat-
ing and more empowering.

“It helps people understand what
they need to do before, during and
after their care.”

Visit hacw.nhs.uk/ for further
information on the Trust.

The Trust’s Community Engagement Panel members with chief execu-

tive, Ellen Rule, Director of Strategy, People and Culture, Sue Harris,
and Kate Wood, the digital and community engagement manager. s

!

'Wh|Ie all costs are going up -

01789 415111 07729 689239

HAVE A 10 YEAR

INSURANCE
BACKED

il

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

1 BrllllkSIlIl Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 9PL

' UV
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com
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IN MEMORIAM DEATHS
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

MOSS

Hazel Eileen

Aged 93 years.

In loving memory

Doris May

MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
SERVICES E—
[
S 519 Evesham Road,
As Time Goes By 2 Sé Crabbs Cross,
YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN Y, \Z Redditch, B97 5JP

MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

If you have a
message for a
loved one,

14 years since you left us Dan
You’re missed and loved every day
Always in my thoughts
Love and miss you Dan

Love you forever
s call our
team on
IN MEMORIAM
[

01527
588688

DO

Daniel
Tomlinson

31.01.2012
Another year without you Dan.
Forever in our hearts & always in
our thoughts.
Love and miss you always
Auntie Jen, Uncle Les, John and Kev
xxxx

vl

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

4 Huntleys Funeral Services
W Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

L Hazel sadly passed away on THE NURSERY SHOP
ane 13th January 2026 following a battle Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
with Alzheimer’s.
Much loved mother and Hazel is now reunited wi_lh he‘r beloved Mdit:&';ﬂ::gg:w;ls and )
randimother Husband Eric and her loving Sister Beryl. OUn one
g A funeral will take place at Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk ) ; .
Passed away 1993 ‘ i G, Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
u i 5
aged 82 Donations if so desired can be made to the Please call 0 l 527 550505 www.nurseryshopreddlich.co.uk
- Alzheimer’s Soci i
L”"; Je e""_‘lfe" z—;;‘or:;r:};:::fgsm To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times TM] 527 550 700
and family Birchfield House Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate =
xex 96 E};zz';?:ghmd Redditch B97 5XP
B97 5IF “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
IN MEMORIAM 01527547777
I Thank you
- | FUNERAL
Ve TR
Daniel N : %27 | DIRECTORS
anie : ;Q' A | e—
. e 14
Tomlinson
31.01.2012

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY e
01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
[

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 33093

S

. “A family concer
Cwww '
erhail: ad

min@thomasbrot

‘co.uk -
Hers.co.uk
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Where saying
goodbye means

everything”
Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,

contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 911

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

age they may be, is never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

J»'ﬁga -
Q "Tid T

DIRECTORS
—

Whatever the occasion, why not send
your loved ones a message....

Call our
team on

PAGE 27

Y

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

)

Anonymous

oleces

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

T: 01527 831723
info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

01527 588688
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—_—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the following Temporary
Traffic Orders:
WALCOTE ROAD, HASELOR
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to repair wastewater pipe.
Order Commences: 2 February 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 6 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Walcote Road, Wood Lane, Pelham Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 03456 027 723.
D5384 COLD COMFORT LANE, ALCESTER
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from its junction with the A435
Alcester Road.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works, 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.
Order Commences: 2 February 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 6 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following

Temporary Traffic Orders:

B4090 ALCESTER HEATH/SALT WAY, ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from Coughton Lane to the County
Boundary.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works, 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.
Order Commences: 20 February 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 21 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4090 Salt Way, A441 (The Ridgeway, Evesham Road),
A422 (Arrow Lane, Main Street), A435 Alcester Bypass, B4090 Alcester Heath and
vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

REDDITCH ROAD, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from Redditch Rd to High St.
Reason for Order: To safely enable gas replacement works.

Order Commences: 16 February 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 2 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Redditch Road, Studley Road, Washford Drive, Old Forge
Drive, Icknield Street Drive, Birmingham Road, Priory Square and vice versa.
Contractor: Headway TM, Tel: 07850 517 067.

GREEN LANE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Lining works to repair defects in sewer line within manhole
chamber.

Order Commences: 16 February 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 16 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: Green Lane, Brickyard Lane, Cycleway from Brickyard Lane
to County Boundary, Kiln Close, The Slough and vice versa.

Contractor: Sapphire Utility Solutions, Tel: 07775 714 473.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress from
properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details of our
current & planned roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

Date 30 Jan 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES | PUBLIC NOTICES
[ [~
LICENSING ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR A Section 123 (1) and (2A) Local
PREMISES LICENCE UNDER Government Act 1972
THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice of Potential Grant of Lease on
Public Open Space

Land at Chadwick Mews, Woodrow,

Name of applicant: Dancy
Sherina Stephen Postal
address of premises:

carry out the following
licensable actlvmes from

the above premises: Sale
of Alcohol [Oﬂ Saleosd
Monday to Sunday - 07:
10 23:00 hours.
Representations by
interested  parties or
responsible ~ authorities
should be made in writing
t Worcestershire
Regulatory Services,
Forest House, Finepoint
WW Kidderminster, DY11
A or  enquiries@
WOICSTegservices.gov.uk,
by 15/02/2026. The record
of the application is
available for inspection by
appointment. Please call us
on 01905 822799 for an
appointment.

It is an offence, liable on
conviction to an unlimited
fine, under section 158 of
the licensing act 2003 to
knowingly or recklessly

granting a lease on an area of land at the above
location. The land which is approximately 3.78
square metres is shown on a plan which is
available for inspection during normal office
hours at Redditch Borough Council Customer
Services,

5 George Walk, Kingfisher Shopping Centre,
Redditch B97 4NB or by emailing
victoria.b msgroveandrs
k.

Any objections to the proposal must be made
in writing and addressed to Victoria Bendall,
Property Manager at the above address

or by email to
victoria.bendall@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.u
k no later than 06.02.26.

The publication of this notice is required by
law and does not mean that the transaction will
take place.

dditch.gov.u

All your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

MOBILITY|
SCOOTER

Go-Go Ultra

Compact
Comes apart and
easily assembles and
folds for car.
Charger.
Brand new batteries.
Range 10 miles
approx.

Could deliver.

£280
01789 778174

KIDNEY shaped
dressing table with
curtains and  stool

Excellent condition 1d strap & poe -
0392058 | carry  handie.wo 'WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
NESCAFE coffee hangers,  multiple
machine with pods | pockets, zip closure, wma!lB or "EW *
£20 07743 929558 colour black. £3.00. Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
SINGLE bed with [ _Tel: 07934132759 and rare finds. Cash paid
hypnosis ~ mattress | BLACK leather y
vge flame retard | armchair, very good | | Callor text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
E}Be‘» m‘]‘io marks. COﬂdjet;L;ﬂx HMZ Or email: welston@live.com
Gromorssas " | Rtrosnsoras | |L_Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

MISCELLANEOUS
—

MAMAS & papas,
large rocking
horse on wooden
frame. very good
condition (collection
only) £50.00. Tel:

o

BLACK wrought iron
ornate slimline wall
mirror.  decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide
approx: £3.00. Tel:
07934132759

CARPET  offcut -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £3.00.
Tele: 07934132759

LADIES m & s

classic fully lined
lightweight  jacket
with detachable
hood. light
turquoise. hardly
worn. size 12. £3.00.
(1 can forward

photos if interested)
Tel: 07934132759
REVELATION
durable travel suit
/ _garment bag, with

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS

L [

STEEL chassis trailer | BRAND new unused
fair condition, £20 Squash racket
6'x427x15” deep | dunlop  nanomax
-no reasonable offer | racket and carrying
Telomezioiag | G vith 2 yellow
- ot  squasl alls

5011}_0 toak beds;% 7977913205
cabine
good  quality vge CREAM 4 faux and
07977913225 sl oo backed

SHARTY e PE P ining room chairs

BRpl:illehgewanﬁs :g; one chair marked at
unused 07977913225 [ the top but hardy

DINING table with [ ¢oc
extendable leaf | —————
and four chairs | GOLF Balls good
£30 collect from names & condition
Headless Cross Tel 100 balls £22 01564
01527 60004 784171

WANTED

L

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 257643

Adverhse them in

Observer

1 Details of tem For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

T (MAX 15 WORDS)

"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day hy selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)
But if you want your

Standard

e Trustpilot

Reader Travel

just(go!holidays

HE'S FOUND
ANEW HOME

PADDINGTON

THE MUSICAL

SAVOY THEATRE

Paddington The Musical

Evening Show & London

Departing Sat 16 May ‘26, Sat 17 Oct ‘26,

Sat 14 Nov ‘26, Sat 21 Nov ‘26, Sat 5 Dec ‘26

Marmalade sandwiches at the ready! Come along

to the Savoy Theatre for one of the West End’s

most anticipated shows, Paddington the Musical,

where this loveable little bear arrives in London

from deepest, darkest Peru and embarks on an

unforgettable adventure!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

v Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London
(JG3 or JG4 rating) with full English breakfast

v Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)

« Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

» SAVE £20 - Quote OSG
- Book by 13 Feb 2026

2 Days by Coach only £189

Single Supplement £45

3 & honoured on mckmqs macs
r which prices may fluctuate. Calls to (33 nur
& o el

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote 0sG
or visit us online at justgoholidays.com/OSG

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

BRITISH
TRAVEL
AWARDS
2025

CARPETS
—

Tel:

1 Details (Not for Publication):

Initial

urname

1 Mr/Mrs/Ms
1 Addres:

Postcode

]
Tel:

Mobile

J Email:

1 | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £

1 or atternatively
1 Please debit my card for £

¥ Gredit Card Number

Exp:. Start:

§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits)

Issue No. (if applicable)

1 Send to Bullivant Medi Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, 1

Ty o 104 ey Redditch e Yo I reom @il antmesta-com IR P A
The applicant proposes to | | |Redditch Borough Council is considering 1| |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500) | Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value) % is valued at OVVEI' £500 Choose at home service.

you can place details in
a boxed advertisement

for just

£5.75 (inc Vat)
3 PIECE

SUITE

brown leather,

perfect
condition
as new

£550

can deliver
Telephone
10234 567890

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch

All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT
supplied
& fitted. T

i

taken up!
Furniture
moved!

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon

07733 800737

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisementto |
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com

e e e e

make a false statement in,
or in connection with, an
application.

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)

Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

¢) ©® www.cliftcarpets.com
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY
—

O
)
AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs, doors,
stairs and much more to help with
your carpentry based home

improvements
Call today for your free quote!

Call Ant on

07827 324754

AJB Carpentry

NEED
.EE}HB

You’ll find them here in our
Classified pages - all
waiting to help!

Give them a call!

CLADDING/

GUTTERING
—

AN ‘
- 0800 0463373 ﬂ

n 0121 652 0374

01527 900 787 57 I
e 07376 915 521 o f 0

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

C&M Decorators

Father and Son * Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

GARDENING
SERVICES
—_—

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

JEFS

Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104
www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

DECORATING &
PAINTING

DA SMITH [
DECORATORS |

I

Interior & exterior
IIHiIIliII!I & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07341 689 635 - 01321 836221

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

Email:
jamietaylor@jtstreeandgardens.com

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing « Slabbing = Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

KITCHENS
—

LOGS
—

SKIP HIRE
—

LOGS

FOR SALE
Mainly Ash

£120, £220, £390
loads delivered

Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken

Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 41818

See load sizes atf our
website

www.rhtimber.uk

SW
INSTAlI.ATIONS

ROOFING
—

W'EATHER’qGUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big or
10% OFF

too small
Fully guaranteed
Al New EPOM Rubher
and Flat Roofs

and insured

Written quotes
available

Specialists in all types of Roofing,

Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

/ Mobile: 07467159012
& Office: 01521962 972

mio@weatherguards_emces.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING
—

A&S SKIPS
.Azl‘:lv::; Wﬂh (Redditch) LTD

-smmw doors guaranteed

O i ﬂ 1»4

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

&

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

* Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

0800 747 1704 + 01527906517
treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com
wiw treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

FOUSON L0 §¢

Contact us today

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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Appointments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

eerfin

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE Gold Crest

wwwtaurustaxis.co.uk §C HOO L Require the following in the Redditch,
Are you L°°king To T?P UP Your Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School Brom.Sgrove.’ Droitwich and
Salary or Pension? well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities Kidderminster areas

Then we could Help !! set in 100 acres of attractive grounds. P T_
DRIVERS || TENNIS COACH UL
(PART-TIME 20 HOURS PER WEEK, nrlve rs

REQUIRED T e o
) : . ] We seek a personable individual to join our team of Transporting children to school.
With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle coaches, delivering quality tennis lessons to pupils and Vehicle provided
. : members of the local community through our Tennis '
. Clean L[cence Essential . Bcademy, —ALSO -
Holiday pay will be accrued and paid Full details and application forms are available on the
We also require School website: Passenger
Psv nnlv:ns www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
with valid CPC card & training, part time hours, Closing date for all applications ASSIsta nts
very good rates of pay. 30th January 2026
. The School i itted to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of child . .
Zn; ;z::r:; people. Apptl?cants must be‘:vnr'llr'ng to unde:g: 317Ida:o‘:e:ti:znren Part tlme hOUI’S Wlth or
For Further Details Please Call

FLAIR o DISCIPLINE o ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE

o | Positian to fill?

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

0 7 7 7 3 0 2 2 2 3 9 screening including checks with past employers and the DBS. WIthOUt expenence
| Contact 07399 848 639

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY We currently have the following vacancies within

e our Housekeeping Department:
WEEKEND
nnIVEBs ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Saturday and Sunday 6.00 a.m.-9.00 a.m.
(Please note that this is a 52 week a year position).

Further details and application forms are available on the
Company vehicle provided, and full assistance School website
obtaining your private hire licence will be given. www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk '

For further details please call Closing date for all applications
is 4th February 2026.

01521 60000 The School is ¢ itted to safeguarding and pi ing the welfare of children

. and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
or email accounts@a2h60k.co.uk

screening including checks with past employers and the DBS. . .

We can offer you....

Bullivantmedia

UP LIMITED

We can offer you....

GREAT LOCAL _~
COVERAGE € Ns

INIPRINT 01527 5886 527 588749

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivantmedia

BIONLINE A e
.

N
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

THE LIST of winners at the
UK Car of the Year Awards
2026, sponsored by Start
Rescue, highlights the grow-
ing popularity for electric
vehicles as well as a continu-
ing interest in practicality
and interior space.

Audi leads the way with two cat-
egory wins. In the Executive Car
category, the A6 saloon triumphs,
while the best Estate title goes to
its sister model, the Audi A6 Avant.
Staying within the Volkswagen
Group, Skoda emerges victorious
from the Medium Crossover class

with the all-electric Elroq.

The Czech brand’s model comes
out on top of a category containing
a giant 19 entries, as the UK’s love
affair with crossovers and SUVs
continues. In the Small Car cat-
egory, the Renault 5 is a clear win-
ner — with nearly two-thirds of the
33-strong judging panel choosing
the French model as their favour-
ite.

The Renault is one of five all-
electric models to take a catego-
ry win, while the remaining three
have a battery-powered variant in
the range. One of those all-electric
models came from Kia — recipient

of the overall UK

USED CARS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID!

Older cars considered.
We can visit you and pay on the spot.

ALAN REED CARS (1976) LTD
07831 245 313

Car of the Year
title in 2024 and
2025 with the
EV9 and EV3
respectively.
This year, the
best Family Car
is the EV4.
Meanwhile,
fellow Korean
brand Hyundai
claims the Large
Crossover title
for the second
year in a row,
| after its Santa Fe

Mount Pleasant arage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all MoT classes

won the category
in 2025.
The remaining

EVs take
home the
top prize

crossover title — that of
Small Crossover — goes
to Citroen for its C3/e-C3
Aircross.

Staying with French
brands, Alpine returns to
the UK Car of the Year
winner’s roster because
the Best Performance
Car of 2026 is the Alpine
A290.

The UK Car of the Year
Awards is run in associa-
tion with Start Rescue,
which begins its associa-
tion with the awards at a
fascinating time in the UK
automotive market.

John Challen, Director
of the UK Car of the Year
Awards, said: “It is great

of the Year

to have Start Rescue
onboard, they’re just as
passionate about keeping
motorists informed as we
are and they are experts
in their own right.”

Start Rescue supports
customers  throughout
the UK and has secured
an impressive seventh
Which? Recommended
Provider rating in succes-
sion, underlining its sta-
tus as a trusted and lead-
ing vehicle breakdown
and recovery partner for
motorists. Start Rescue
is also a Which? Trusted
Trader for their roadside
recovery services.

Full list of UK Car

TN At

Mechanical Repairs
M.O.T.Work Diagnostics
Servicing etc...

01527 875565 * 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing c(
Station

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

PRIVATE CAR§ COM&V{EI&CIAL & FLEET
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Vehicle Testing

5 INCLUD
CL/\S}‘7 AND THE NEW CLA§§ 5

T (MINI BUSES)

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
14 SHERWOOD ROAD
ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
MSGROVE B60 3DR

Awards 2026
category win-
ners:
Small
Renault 5
Family Car - Kia
EV4
Small Crossover
— Citroén C3/é-

Car

& J

01527 875432/837 070

=
a3
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=
=
=
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=
=
a
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=
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—
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€D
en

45 years experlence Iocally_

03 Aircross

edium
Qrossover -
Skoda Elroq
Large Crossover
— Hyundai IONIQ
9

Executive Car —
Audi A6

Estate Car — Audi
A6 Avant
Performance Car

* Brakes

« All Aspects of Motor Servicing
* Repairs °
* MOTs @£50 (plus a free retest)
e Clutches

Diagnostics

Cam Belts

— Alpine A290
Visit ukcoty.

co.uk for more

information.

SAFE DRIVING THIS WINTER

Competitive Prices -

(44

...and a few comments from very satrsfled customers:

Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working

THE VERY BEST
CARS & UANS

WWE PAY MORE FOR LOW MILES,

around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks

%,

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Iel: 01327 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B97 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm

LOW OWNER &
FULL SERVICE HISTORY

PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07581366064
HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS

Units 4 & 5, Woodrow Farm,
Woodrow Lane, Catshill,
Bromsgrove, B61 OPL

I EN0121 453 7667




Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS
FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

Standard

_c;,

LANDSCAPING
Fencing = Slabbin
Hedge

+ Conifers

CLEARANCE
Gardens » Rubbish » Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped « Turfing = Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

772040712800

Published by Bulivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,
Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
Prinfed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, Oxfordshire OX2 OEJ

* Block anmg Patm s * Slabbing * Driveways
. ’l\_“—f * G i

* Resin Bond * Paths * Fnrecnurts * Fencing
All Work Guaranteed for 5 Years - No Deposit Required

Chedatradec: Google ()

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Spa held by Corsham in thriller as

Tilley rescues point

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: CHARLIE
Tilley’s injury-time goal earned
Droitwich Spa a point in a
thrilling 3-3 draw against play-
off rivals Corsham Town.

Tilley levelled the game four
minutes into injury time at Lacock
Road as Spa came from two goals
behind to rescue a point.

An early goal from Pele
Koussioue put Corsham ahead
before Lewis Gilchrist doubled the
home side’s lead on the half-hour
mark

Spa halved the deficit early in
the second period when David
Thompson put the ball through
his own net.

However, Gilchrist doubled his
tally for the game on 78 minutes
to restore Corsham’s two-goal
advantage.

The Saltmen kept themselves in
the contest when James Lemon
found the net before Tilley drew
Andy Crowther’s side level at the
death.

And the result means Droitwich
sit second in the Hellenic League
Premier Division table, one point
behind leaders Roman Glass St
George but with two games in
hand.

However, third-placed
Slimbridge sit just three points
behind Spa with four games in
hand on the Saltmen.

Droitwich made the worst pos-
sible start as Koussioue finished

a cross from the right from close
range with the game just three
minutes old.

Spa spurned a golden chance to
draw level soon after when Sam
Hurdman played James Baldwin
through on goal only for the lat-
ter to shoot straight at Corsham
goalkeeper Ryan Clarke.

And Clarke came to Corsham’s
rescue again minutes later as he
saved Lemon’s shot on the turn.

The home side thought they had
doubled their lead just before the
half-hour mark when Chris Lines
found the bottom corner only for
the assistant to flag for offside.

And Droitwich goalkeeper Joe

Stockton then made a sharp reac-
tion save to deny Lines.

However, Corsham doubled their
lead on 30 minutes as Gilchrist
saw his effort from distance creep
into the net at Stockton’s near
post despite the shot-stopper get-
ting a glove to the strike.

Spa had the final chance of the

for Saltmen

first half as Alex Dugmore headed
wide to leave the Saltmen two
goals behind at the break.

Droitwich halved the deficit five
minutes after the interval when
Thompson inadvertently turned
Jack Brighton’s dangerous cross
into his own net on the slide.

Spa looked for a leveller when
Dugmore raced through on goal
only for the striker to collide with
Corsham keeper Clarke which left
the former needing lengthy treat-
ment before he was substituted.

And the Saltmen almost equal-
ised soon after as Clarke denied
Baldwin before Josh Hurdman saw
his follow-up attempt come back
off the post from a tight angle.

However, Gilchrist extended
Corsham’s lead 12 minutes from
time with a fine effort from range
which dipped over Stockton and
under the crossbar.

Spa responded two minutes later
when Lemon poked home from
close range after Corsham failed
to deal with a deep cross into the
box from the right.

And the Saltmen snatched a
point in injury time with Clarke
only able to parry Brighton'’s free-
kick into the path of Tilley who
finished on the rebound from six-
yards out.

Droitwich are next in action
against Cribbs on Saturday,
January 31 with kick-off at 3pm at
the King George Playing Fields.

James Lemon recovers the
ball after scoring Spa’s sec-
ond goal. Picture by Mathew
Mason.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

TRADE

Est 1988

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

Engine

tuning

MOT preparation and submission
for final MOT

e ® Cam belt replacement
SHERRLIC ® Clutch Replacement

@ General repairs

@ Welding

® Servicing

® Insurance work welcome

@ Supply and fit all parts for all

makes & models

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmin-gham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



