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DORSET H

NURSING HOME

WWW.DORSETHOUSE.CARE

OUSE

Enriching the lives of the older generation
in the heart of Droitwich Spa

Providing Residential, Nursing & Dementia Care

BOOK YOUR VISIT
Blackfriars Avenue, Droitwich Spa WR9 8DR
T: 01905 772 710

Chateau plan for

127 new homes

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A FULL planning application
for Chateau Impney is set to
be heard by Wychavon District
Council.

It is hoped the proposal will be
considered by the planning commit-
tee at a meeting on March 5.

The applicant wants to retain the
main, grade Il listed building — Impney
Hall — as an hotel, plus Pillons Villa as
commercial premises.

Much of the estate’s modern, 20th
century extensions would be demol-
ished and there would be a 127-home
Little Impney development.

After proposals to revive the estate
were recommended for approval in
2022, an urban design review was
ordered before the application could
be given the go-ahead.

Councillor Richard Morris, leader
of Wychavon District Council and
a Droitwich councillor, wrote on
Facebook the application is time-
tabled for a planning committee on
March 5 (subject to requirements
being met).

A consultation exercise held by the
site’s owners about the plans includ-
ed golf buggy tours of the site.

Impney Hall has a history of pro-
viding a unique hospitality offering
locally and it would be brought back

The full planning
application for

into use as a hospitality venue, res-
taurant and hotel, if the application
is approved.

The hall would undergo multi-mil-
lion pound restoration and demoli-
tion of modern adjoining buildings
would allow for the grounds to be
reinstated as parkland.

Standalone buildings and associ-
ated infrastructure, would include
hard standing within the listed cur-

tilage, and ground works would also
be levelled.

Demolition work would also
include removal of the vast 45,000-
cubic-metre Regent Centre, to make
way for the planned new houses.

As part of the estate’s develop-
ment, four commercial units would
be provided, to support the existing
business community on the site.

A new walking and cycling route

is proposed, to allow members of
the public to travel through the new
parkland. A ‘substantial’, seven-figure
sum would go towards local facilities,
including education provision and
affordable housing.

The 2022 proposals indicated 10
per cent of the development would
be offered as affordable housing, as
per minimum requirements for new
sites featuring 10 or more homes.

Help save
food bank

ARALLYING cry has beenissued
to prompt people to donate to
Droitwich Spa Foodbank, after
it revealed it was having to
spend its own money to help
those who need it most.

The foodbank, based in
Droitwich Baptist Church,
made the plea on Facebook as
it tries to cope with feeding
more than 200 people in the
town every month.

The charity helps to feed 60
people each week but currently
does not receive enough dona-
tions to meet the demand.

That has led to the foodbank
dipping into its own cash so it
can provide essential items to
people.

The charity thanked everyone
who has supported it and added
it needs more donations.

“Every contribution makes a
real difference to someone in
crisis,” the Facebook post read.
Thank you for your support.”

People can help the foodbank
meet the challenge by donating
food, toiletries or cash or can
organise street collections.

The organisation is running
low on all items, particularly
breakfast food such as jam,
cereal and long-life milk and
juice; and toiletries, includ-
ing shampoo, shower gel and
deodorant.

Snacks, puddings, lunch and
dinner items are also needed —
tinned foods and pasta sauces
are among the best to donate.

Visit droitwichspa.food-
bank.org.uk/give-help/
donate-money/ for more infor-
mation and to donate cash.
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SALE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

3 + 2 SEATER MANUAL RECLINING SUITE
WAS £4405-NOW £995 ! NEW IN....
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Changes get a
warm welcome

PEOPLE living at a Redditch retirement
living scheme now have warmer homes,
thanks to energy efficiency improvement
works.

The residents, who live at Citizen’'s
Blackthorn Court, have seen improve-
ments such as external wall insulation,
new windows, new doors, a new roof and
new fans in kitchens and bathrooms.

These were completed thanks to
§6.7million Government funding from
‘Wave Three of the Warm Homes Social
Housing Fund.

Housing association, Citizen, worked
with contractor Westdale West Midlands
to complete the works which were carried
out over the last few months.

Director of asset management at Citizen,
Bridget Guilfoyle, said: “We're delighted
to have completed the works at Blackthorn
Court as part of Wave Three of the Warm
Homes Social Housing Fund - and it’s
fantastic to hear how much of a difference
this has made to customers.

“These energy efficiency improvements
mean homes are warmer and customers
don’t need to use as much energy to heat
them, helping to reduce costs and improve
comfort.

“We're committed to working with our
partners to make a positive difference for
customers and communities and projects
like this are a big part of that.

“Wave Three includes homes in
Worcester, Gloucester and Herefordshire,
and we're looking forward to bringing
these benefits to even more customers
over the next couple of years.”

BROMSGROVE District
Council has declared a ‘zero-
tolerance’ approach to fly-
tippers as it reveals it issued
£5,930 worth of fines to peo-
ple last year.

A total of 33 Fixed Penalty
Notices (FPNs) were handed out
between December 2024 and
November 2025 - the authority’s
first year of targeted enforce-
ment action which was support-
ed by Worcestershire Regulatory
Services (WRS).

Patrols, intelligence from the
community and investigative
expertise from WRS led to the
fines. Vehicle tracing, evidence
analysis and witness liaison
all helped the council identify
dumpers and enabled it to take
action.

Coun Peter Whittaker,
Bromsgrove District Council’s
portfolio holder for environmen-
tal services, said residents were
rightly fed up with environmental
crime, which is why the author-
ity had ‘beefed up enforcement
including by bringing in WRS’.

“With specialist intelligence
and investigative support, we are
better placed than ever to hold

unscrupulous people to account.
“People need to know that if
they dump waste on the pub-
lic here, they can expect to be
found, and face penalties all the
way up to prosecution.”
One example on the Alvechurch

Highway saw evidence in dumped
mattresses, plywood and bin
bags. This led investigators to a
homeowner who had paid some-
one with a van to remove items
from their garden without check-
ing for a waste carrier’s licence
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Council’s ‘zero-tolerance’
warning over fly-tipping

R

or getting a receipt.

These breaches of their legal
duty of care saw them pay an
FPN of §£160.

Anyone getting rid of rubbish
via a third party should always
check a waste carrier is on the
Environment Agency’s public
license register before using
them to avoid falling foul of unli-
censed ‘man with a van’ scams.

Anyone not doing this could
end up fined if their waste is
fly-tipped and they have failed
to use a licensed carrier or keep
a receipt.

Visit: bromsgrove.gov.uk/flytip
to report fly-tipping on public
land to the council and to help
provide information that can
help catch fly-tippers.

People can also visit: worc-
sregservices.gov.uk/all-servic-
es/enviro-crime or call 01905
822799 to report information
about a suspected environmental
crime to WRS investigators.

Bromsgrove District Council
gave out £5,930 worth of fines
last year for fly-tipping inci-
dents, including this one on
the Alvechurch Highway. s

DAY TRIPS 2026

Tuesday 31st March Moreton in Marsh Market

Elgar Coaches Tours
" GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

£28

Tuesday 7th April Abergavenny.

£26

£49

Saturday 11th April Tulleys Tulip Garden
Saturday 18th April Clarks Village & Wells

£28

Saturday 25th April Weston Super Mare

£28 Adult £22 Child

Saturday 9th May Harry Potter Studio Tour

Sunday 17th May RHS Garden Bridgewater with Cream Tea
Saturday 20th June BBC Gardeners World Live/Good Food Show

£95 Adult £90 Child

£58

£52 includes

to both shows

01905 333349

‘We also do private hire phone us
for your bespoke price.

Plus many more
For our 2026 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.
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self storage
association
United Kingdom

|

Sunday 2nd August Liverpool - The Beatles Story £46
Monday 10th August Highclere Castle £58
Saturday 19th September Andre Rieu £135
Sunday 18th October Westlife 25 The Anniversary World Tour bp pulse LIVE Birmingham..............cccccoccoovecmiiviisenninnne. £139
Plus many more including Seasides, Markets and Cities. We also do gift vouchers.
We regularly update our Day trips brochure throughout the year.
13th March Springtime in Bognor Regis for Mothers Day. Staying at the Royal Norfolk Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast.
Also includes ion to Worthing 4 Days from £245
3rd April Easter at the Seabank Hotel, Porthcawl, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes excursion to the
Mumbles and S 4 Days from £255
23rd April Coastal Escape to Cornwall Staying at The Falmouth Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes L
a Peninsula Tour and a half day ion to Truro. 5 Days from £599 =
8th May May on the English Riviera Staying at the Belgrave Sands, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes We can help you move hou
an excursion to Plymouth 4 Days from £395
5th June Northumbria Coast with Puffin Cruise & Seabirds Staying at the Copthorne Hotel, Newcastle, start a new hObb)’
Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Includes Boat Cruise 4 Days from £355
12th June All Inclusive Potters - Hopton on Sea FULLY INCLUSIVE Fully Inclusive. Also includes day excursion to Cromer
gngShenln?h%mGeta in Ryde, Isle of Wight Staying at The Royal Esplanade Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakf 4tUBYS e o Lindsey 9800 772 0200
une Islan way in Ryde, Isle of Wight Staying at The Royal Esplanade Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast.
Also includes excursiog to eit%ver Osbuurne%iouse%r%owes andg Scegic 1$1aNG TOUF oo 5Days from £495 hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
3rd July Norfolk ~ The Magical Waterland and Royal Retreat. Stayinsg at Wensum Valley Golf and Country Club Hotel, Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Norwich. Includes Dinner Bed & Breakfast and an exclusive tour of Sandringham House, a trip on the
Bure Valley steam railway and a leisurely Broads Cruise 4 Days from £525 Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN
20th July Warners Alveston Hall, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to Nantwich and Chester... 5 Days from £520

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

N

O
Beyond
Storage

J
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Stem cell joy as
match is cleared

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.
com

A TEENAGE boy from
Bromsgrove with leu-
kaemia who thought
his stem cell match
had fallen through has
received ‘the best news
they could have asked
for’.

The loved ones of Leo
Sproson, aged 16, thought
they had received the best
Christmas present ever after
a stem cell match was discov-
ered in the UK.

However, this transplant,
which was a 10/12 match,
was delayed due to the donor
needing further tests and, as
Leo could not wait, his fam-
ily were left desperately try-
ing to find a suitable enough
match

But now, his family has
received a call from the hos-

pital and Leo’s 10/12 unre-
lated match has been cleared
and is ready to go.

Leo will be admitted on
Monday, February 9, and the
following day, he will start
his intense chemotherapy
and conditioning course.

He is then set to have
his stem cell transplant on
February 18

This news means Leo will
not need radiotherapy.

A statement from the fam-
ily said this latest develop-
ment was the best news they
could have asked for.

At one point, Leo’s mum,
Jenna, and dad, Warren, both
put themselves forward to be
his donor, but at most, they
can only be a half-match.

Leo is currently in remis-
sion, meaning doctors can
see significantly less of the
leukaemia than they could
when he was admitted but he
is not currently cancer-free.

Since his diagnosis, Leo’s
family have been working

with blood cancer charity ;

DKMS to get more people
on the stem cell donor reg-
ister in a bid to improve his
chances of finding a match
and held a registration day in
November.

In total, 718 people signed
up to the stem cell register
on the day, with many more
registering for online kits in
response to Leo’s story.

The event also raised more
than §4,000 for DKMS, which
will help the charity with
processing the swab Kits.

The family did not stop
there and, last weekend, his
aunt, Kate Best, attended a
DKMS drive at Birmingham’s
New Street Station.

For patients with blood
cancer, a stem cell transplant
from a matching donor could
be their only opportunity for
recovery.

Visit: dkms.org.uk to find
out more or to order a swab
kit.

Club serves

TENNIS sessions designed
especially and exclusively
for girls are taking place in
Bromsgrove.

The classes at Bromsgrove
Tennis Club are tailored to
three different age groups
- eight and under, 10 and
under and 12 and under.

The sessions, which start
on February 25, are £25 for
four group coaching ses-

up sessions just for girls

sions aimed specifically at
girls.

Participants can learn new
skills, make friends and have
fun at the same time.

Those who join the ten-
nis club will also get a free
racquet.

To book a place con-
tact James Griffiths from
Bromsgrove Tennis Club via
the JGTENNIS app, by email-

ing: jgtennis@gmail.com or | !

by calling 07973 666793.

The sessions are spon-
sored by Mitchel and Co.

For more visit:
bromsgrovetennisclub.com

Alternatively, check out
Bromsgrove Tennis Club
on social media - Facebook
and Instagram - for further
details.

Get on your bike for safety advice

CYCLISTS in Droitwich can
attend two free events in the
town tomorrow (Saturday,
February 7), aimed at help-
ing them stay safe and pro-
tect their bikes.

From 10am to
11.30am, Droitwich Safer
Neighbourhood Team will
be at Lido Park, near Little

Al's Cafe. The team will be
on hand so people can have
their bikes securely marked
for free. Wychavon District
Council will also be present.

Then from 12.30pm
to 2pm, at the Westlands
Community Centre, Meadow
Walk, PCSO Pat Holland
from Droitwich SNT  will

be joining Wychavon and
Droitwich Cycling, Walking
and Wheeling Group at the
next Bike Repair Hub.

PCSO Holland will be there
to discuss the ‘Be Bright, Be
Seen’ campaign and why it
is important for cyclists to be
visible so they can stay safe
during the darker evenings.
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Leo Spronson
has received
the best news
in his cancer
fight. s

INREDDITCH

KINGFISHER SHOPPING CENTRE

14™ FEB 2026

FREE GIVEAWAYS FREE CHOCOLATE
W' MEET STITCH ' PRIZES TO WIN '

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE OUR NEW BRANCH
OPENING IN REDDITCH ON THE 14TH FEBRUARY

" SELL YOUR HOME

PAY NO FEE©

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbri Igu
Clading & Rooflng Lid
Alo3sian v ¥

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Volunteers Di and Pete McCallion during the Treecycle collection.
Picture by Primrose Hospice volunteer Lee Moody. s

A tree-mendous response

THE PRIMROSE Hospice Tree-
cycle campaign has raised a
record-breaking £17,502.

A total of 1,200 Christmas trees
were collected from homes and
businesses across Bromsgrove,
Redditch and Rubery.

The charity wants to thank the
community for its incredible sup-

port.

Hannah Isaac, Primrose Hospice
fundraiser said: “Last year | said:
‘Let’s make next year's Treecycle
even bigger and better’ — and
wow, you all certainly delivered.

“This year has been record-
breaking, both in the number of
trees collected and the funds
raised.

“Thank you so much to every-

one who booked a collection, vol-
unteered their time, or supported
the campaign in any way — we are
so grateful.”

The collection was made pos-
sible thanks to the generosity of
local businesses.

The Primrose Hospice thanked
Hills Ford for kindly providing the
collection vans, Robinson Tree
Surgery for ensuring all trees were
chipped and Finch End Farm for
its wonderful support with the
campaign.

The hospice holds fundraising
events throughout the year.

People can visit
primrosehospice.org/support-us/
events-calendar/ for more infor-
mation on how to get involved.
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Innovation centre
brings a £2m boost
to regeneration bid

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

AN ADDITIONAL £2.4million
in funding has been awarded
to Redditch Borough Council
for the Innovation Centre
development at the site of a
former police station.

The funding - a total of
§2,425,000 - has been secured from
the Enterprise Zone Regeneration
Investment Fund (EZRIF).

The EZRIF support will enable
the council to progress essential
activity required to complete the

project.
The cash windfall is part of a
wider, &£20million commitment

made by the Greater Brimingham
and Solihull Local Enterprise
Partnership (GBSLEP) in 2014, to
support the eight local authorities
included in its area.

The EZRIF programme and relat-
ed commitments were honoured
when the GBSLEP was transferred
to Birmingham City Council in
2023

The EZRIF was designed to ensure
all local authorities in the GBSLEP
region could share in the success of
the enterprise zone, contributing to
the wider regional economy.

Redditch Borough Council lead-
er, councillor Sharon Harvey, said:
“The Innovation Centre is an oppor-
tunity for businesses, not only in
Redditch but from the surrounding
areas.

“With workshops, offices, ameni-
ties and business support services,
there will be a unique opportu-
nity for local people to springboard
their businesses to the next level
in a supportive and collaborative
environment. To have over $2mil-
lion in confirmed funding is another
exciting step on the path towards
opening its doors.”

Deputy leader of Birmingham City
Council, Coun Sharon Thompson,
said: “This is really good news for
businesses and residents in Redditch
and the surrounding area.

“It demonstrates how Birming-
ham’s growth and the success of the
enterprise zone are driving wider
economic opportunity.”

The project is a central part of
Redditch council’s wider regenera-
tion programme for the town cen-
tre. Work is scheduled to begin in
the summer and doors are expected
to open to business by the end of
2027.

Force’s Focus on car crime

BROMSGROVE Police recov-
ered a stolen Ford Focus less
than 24 hours after it was stolen
in the West Midlands.

The car has now been
secured and will undergo foren-
sic examination to help identify
those responsible for taking the
vehicle.

Following the incident, West
Mercia Police said it continued
to work closely with neighbour-
ing forces to track down crimi-

nals quickly and keep commu-
nities safe.

Officers said the information
from the public, and its vigi-
lance, played a huge part in
helping the force to do that.

They urged anyone concerned
about car or home security to
contact officers who regularly
hold drop-in surgeries across
Bromsgrove district.

There, people can get practi-
cal advice and support.

REDDISTORES

safe |

secure | selfstorage

Reddistores Self Storage
Redditch

We have a wide range of units in our heated facility ranging
from 25sq ft -380sq ft, with the majority on the ground

floor.

The facility is accessed via key code entry with 24 hour CCTY, plus all
indoor units have their own alarm linked to ADT. The facility and
grounds are well maintained and lit, and offer a safe environment for
customers 7 days a week.

We also offer a man and van service free of charge for two hours, to
help bring your items into storage. Our prices are competitive but we
will price match any other facility quote within 5 miles should you find
it cheaper, plus we offer discounts for long term customers.

SELF STORAGE SOLUTIONS
FOR HOME & BUSINESS

For further Information Call

01527 62308

Weig

s Farm Business Park,

Weights Lane, Redditch B97 6RG
www.reddistores.co.uk




The Standard, Friday February 6, 2026

PAGE 5

A38 BREP - Plenty of questions
as council gives latest updates

A38
(to/from M4
interchange

How the new-look Oakalls Island will look when work is completed. Picture by Worcestershire

County Council. s

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE LATEST updates on the A38 Bromsgrove
Route Enhancement Programme (BREP) were
given at a special webinar last Thursday.

The session, organised by Worcestershire County
Council, detailed the schemes within BREP and gave
people the chance to have their say on issues surround-
ing it.

The overall programme is due to be completed by the
end of this year.

Scheme A - the Hanbury Road junction - is now com-
plete and Scheme B - Buntsford Drive roundabout and
Charford Road - is scheduled to be finished by July.

Scheme C - the A38 and Charford Road and Stoke
Road junction - is due to be completed by September
and Schemes D and E should be finished by December.

Scheme D focuses on the junction where the A38
meets New Road - an additional southbound lane is
being added to increase capacity and an additional lane
from New Road is being introduced, along with walking
and cycling route improvements.

Scheme E centres on The Oakalls roundabout with
additional lanes added, including an extra exit lane
on Stratford Road. Pedestrian crossings are being
upgraded, carriageways widened and additional signals
to increase capacity.

Scheme F - to widen the Birmingham Road near the
M42 island and close the School Lane junction, making
it a left turn only - should be completed by October.

The rest of the programme is for active travel.

Regents Park Road on The Oakalls (scheme 6) is
aimed at improving walking and cycling routes to and
from the town centre and railway station and should be
completed this month.

A similar active travel scheme for Harvington Road,
Bant Mill, New Road and Fordhouse Road should be
finished by August.

And safety will be improved on the route from the
railway station to Bromsgrove town centre by reducing
speed limits and improving it for cyclists and pedestri-
ans. That should be finished by November.

' ) Having a change
round? Then give

NEWHM us a ring before you fling
We collect re-usable good quality furniture to
either be given FREE to households who are in

need or to be sold at our showrooms at
1 Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR
01527 882410

www.newstarts.org.uk

Budget

The A38 BREP is funded by £43.2million from
the Department for Transport, £1.3million from the
Worcestershire Local Enterprise Partnership and
£§5.2million from Section 106 agreements from housing
developers.

That totals §49,7million worth of funding and spend-
ing (up to the end of December) is £25.5million

Tina McLaughlin, the BREP programme manager for
‘Worcestershire County Council, said the scheme was on
budget and spend was where it was expected to be at
this stage - the remaining works are set to be the most
expensive.

She added the scheme was value for money. According
to BCR (Benefit to Cost Ratio) figures, every &1 spent
on the scheme was set to generate £2.30 worth of ben-
efits to the area.

Q&A

More than 180 questions and comments were received
from the public.

Some asked why multiple works in different areas were
taking place and ‘none completed’. It was explained dif-
ferent agencies often had to undertake work at differ-
ent times, such as Severn Trent and utility companies.
There had been delays, caused by a number of issues,
including adverse weather and complications when
areas had been dug up.

Some people asked why there were low numbers
of workers who seemed ‘inactive’ while roads were
closed.

Andy Bond, project manager from contractor Colas
Ltd, said there were several reasons for on-site inactiv-
ity, such as waiting for utility companies, finding unex-
pected issues when roads were dug up, adverse weather
and waiting for materials to arrive.

People asked how long drivers would save on their
journey times once the work was complete. It was
anticipated southbound journeys would be two minutes
faster during the morning rush hour and one minute in
the afternoons and northbound journey time-savings
would range from 30 seconds to one minute.

The scheme is aimed at futureproofing Bromsgrove’s
road network but it is anticipated these time savings
would reduce by 2040.

Another question asked how the scheme would pre-
vent residential rat-running and congestion, particularly
with HGVs.

Catherine Tipton, from Jacobs, delivering the scheme
for the county council, said, once the A38 completely
reopened, it would offer the quickest main route both
north and south to and from Bromsgrove, meaning it
would be less attractive for drivers to use cut-throughs
and rat runs.

This would also make the surrounding roads safer
for pedestrians and cyclists as the main body of traffic
would use the A38.

On active travel, Ms McLaughlin said it was pre-

dicted that, once completed, the
new routes for walking and cycling
would lead to 2,000 more journeys
by foot or bike every day.

Another issue raised was frequent
flooding by Morrisons Bromsgrove.

Mr Bond said 600metres of new
drainage improvements were due to
be installed on that stretch of road,
including new gullies. These would
not be connected until towards the
end of the scheme.

But, he added, when they were,
there would be a big improvement,
thanks to the extra water capacity

incorporated.

And the county council said it *
took all public feedback on board’.

Ms McLaughlin said one example
was Regents Park Road where resi-
dents had expressed concerns about
the changes and the authority was
now looking into those fears and
would be publishing a report on it.

Visit:  worcestershire.gov.uk/
A38BREP for more on the scheme,
to watch the webinar, to see art-
ist’s impressions and for the latest
updates.

Our

vision

At Specsavers, we see hundreds of people each day
with serious eye conditions, such as cataracts or
glaucoma. But we know that for many getting the
right treatment isn't always straightforward. That’s
why, with the experts at Newmedica, who are part of
the Specsavers family, we're making accessing care
easy. Newmedica provide thousands of sight-saving,
life improving treatments each week for private
patients and those who choose them through the
NHS. With their help we're closer to our vision of
ending avoidable sight loss.

Visit specsavers.co.uk/

Specsavers

Eye Health Clinics | Surgical Centres
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Children and staff celebrate joining the Central Region Schools Trust. s

JOINING THE TRUST: MATCHBOROUGH
First School Academy in Redditch has joined
Central Region Schools Trust.

Central Region Schools Trust is a family of
14 schools across Worcestershire, Sandwell
and Birmingham.

The Trust now supports eight schools serv-
ing the Redditch community, making it one of
the town’s largest education providers.

Matchborough First School joins other trust
schools within the well-established ‘Arrow
Vale Pyramid’.

Principal of Matchborough First School,
Lynn Briers, said: “Joining Central Region
Schools Trust is a positive and exciting
development for Matchborough First School
Academy.

“Becoming part of a trust with such a strong
track record, particularly within Redditch,
gives us access to shared expertise, support
and opportunities that will directly benefit
our pupils.

“The trust’s clear commitment to collabo-
ration, strong pastoral care and high expec-
tations aligns closely with our values as a
school.

“We are proud to join a group of schools
that work together so effectively to support
children throughout their education.”

Guy Shears, chief executive officer of Central
Region Schools Trust, said: “Welcoming
Matchborough First School Academy into
Central Region Schools Trust is an important
step for the school and for the wider Redditch
community.

“As a trust, it further strengthens the all-
through journey we have built, ensuring chil-
dren benefit from a con51stent approach to
learning and pastoral support from the age of
three right through to 18.

“Our vision is rooted in social justice
through exceptional schools.

“By working together across the different
phases in Redditch, we are able to provide
stability, high expectations and strong sup-
port for pupils, regardless of their starting
point.

“We are proud of the strength of our schools
and excited to work alongside Lynn and the
Matchborough team to continue delivering
high-quality education for local families.”

Learning about
council’s work

STUDENTS at Chadsgrove
Educational Trust Specialist
College in Bromsgrove were
given an interactive look at
local democracy when they
visited the district council
house at Parkside.

The seven students, along
with their learning support
assistants, tutors and enter-
prise advisor Jules Evans,
took part in microphone
checks and mock debates as
they found out more about
how the council worked.

They also learned about the
roles of councillors and officers.

Bromsgrove District Council chairman,
Coun Sam Evans, said: “It was lovely to see
the students so engaged and enthusiastic
about learning how local democracy works.

“They asked thoughtful questions, weren’t
afraid to get involved, and brought a brilliant
energy to the mock debate. Opportunities
like this are so important in helping young
people feel confident about having their
voices heard.”

The visit began in the Parkside Committee
Room, where the students were welcomed by
the Coun Evans and they then got to meet
Bromsgrove District Council leader, Coun
Karen May, along with Coun Shirley Webb,
Coun Sam Ammar, chief executive John
Leach and monitoring officer Claire Felton
for a short discussion about their roles and
council meetings.

Following this, the group headed to the
Parkside Suite, which had been set up ready
for a full council meeting, giving students a
chance to experience the chamber layout.

They got to test out how the microphones
worked and enjoyed an informal mock debate
run by the chairman.

The basis of the mock debate was a ques-
tion students had decided: “How do you think
we can make politics mterestmg and relatable
to young adults like us?

Jules said: “It was a fantastic opportu-
nity for our students to get an insight into
how decisions are made locally and to see
firsthand the roles councillors and officers
play.

“Experiences like this really help make
politics more accessible and relatable, and
our students came away inspired, informed,
and excited to continue learning more.”

Coun Sam Ammar, council leader,
Coun Karen May, Coun Shirley Webb
(back) with CEO John Leach, chairman
Coun Sam Evans, monitoring officer
Claire Felton (middle) and students
with their learning support assistants
from Chadsgrove College (front). s
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¥%" Lunchtime Specials and

7 «f Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Walking challenge
after heart attack

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A DROITWICH councillor
is preparing to take on a
walking challenge just four
months after a near-fatal
heart attack, to raise vital
funds for a cause that is
important to him.

On October 3, councillor Richard
Morris, the leader of Wychavon
District Council, woke up early
and went on his usual dog walk but
he began to feel a bit unwell and
started sweating.

Shortly after arriving home, his
heart had stopped.

Luckily, Coun Morris’ brother
was on hand to call 999 and give
him cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion, and now the elected member
is on the road to recovery.

Coun Morris is looking to do his
bit to help those who go through
similar ordeals by taking on the
‘Walk For Hearts this month, for
the British Heart Foundation.

He has raised §285 for the char-
ity, more than double the target on
his JustGiving page.

Coun Morris said: “After my
experience, I have the desire to
thank those who helped me but
also try to help those who may
experience similarly, and need sup-
port. The British Heart Foundation
is so important, with the work they
do, and I am so pleased to sign up

for their Walk for Hearts during
February.

“Before my heart attack, I walked
at least 10,000 steps every day for
over five years and I am building
strength and ability to get back to
that level.

“I take the dogs on my walks and
enjoy meeting and talking with oth-
ers too, so it becomes quite social.

“We have many great green
spaces in Droitwich to enjoy.

“The Walk for Hearts means I
can get walking and, hopefully,
raise money for the British Heart
Foundation.”

Meeting

Last week, Coun Morris attend-
ed his first Wychavon District
Council meeting since suffering
his heart attack.

He said he now wanted to empha-
sise how precious life was and to
encourage people to cherish every
day with family and friends.

The Walk For Hearts challenge
runs throughout February and is
open to anyone who wants to take
part.

People can walk 28, 50, or 100
miles in February and it can be
completed wherever best suits the
fundraiser.

Richard Morris is taking
part in the Walk for
Hearts just months
after his own
scare. s

Visit justgiving.com/page/
richard-morris-1769171474628/
to donate to Coun Morris’ fund-
raising total.

Visit bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-
help/events/virtual/walk-for-hearts
to sign up for the Walk For Hearts
challenge.

The car whic
later found by officers. s

h fled from police ahd then rammed a pirol ca; Was. ‘
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Police car rammed in chase

A MOTORIST in Bromsgrove failed
to stop and drove off from police
before ramming a patrol car during
a pursuit.

The driver made off at speed,
driving dangerously and putting
members of the public at risk.

During the pursuit, the vehicle
rammed into the pursuing police
car, causing damage and further
escalating the danger.

The suspect vehicle was located

a short time later, just outside the
West Mercia Police force area and
was recovered for forensic testing
as part of an ongoing investiga-
tion.

A West Mercia Police spokesper-
son said: “We remain committed
to tackling dangerous driving and
will continue to take robust action
against those who choose to dis-
regard the law and endanger our
community.”

Cafe closes in

THE CAFE in Bromsgrove's
Sanders Park closed temporarily
on Monday, for refurbishment.

The eatery shut after the pre-
vious tenant operator’s lease
ended.

An interim mobile catering
provider will now be sought to
offer refreshments to park visi-
tors while a long-term solution is
finalised.

The closure does not affect the
recently-upgraded public toilets
by the cafe, which remain open
and fully accessible.

Bromsgrove District Council’s

popular park

portfolio holder for leisure andc-
Culture, councillor Shirley Webb,
said: “With the cafe’s change of
tenancy, it’s time to assess the
options for improvements that
could make an even better experi-
ence for park users.

“That will take a bit of time, so
thank you for your patience.”

An estimated 350,000 people
visit Sanders Park every year.

As well as a cafe building and
toilets in its 16 hectares, the
park boasts a bandstand, bowling
green, tennis courts, skate park,
and multiple play areas.

\ilale Fleld
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. oz sanessiifli
Unit 4, Brockhill Works, Windsor Road, Redditch, B97 6DJ

Tel: 01527 61906 Email: info@windsorcarpets.com
Web: www.windsorcarpets.com
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Public ownership

brings ¢
for rail servmés

RAIL SERVICES operated by West
Midlands Trains were transferred
to public ownership on Sunday, in
line with government plans for a
simpler and more unified railway.

The historic change tomorrow saw
West Midlands Railway and London
Northwestern initially being taken
over by the government-owned DfT
Operator Limited until new public-
body Great British Railways is fully
established.

West Midlands Trains will be the
fourth operator to enter public owner-
ship underthe government’s Passenger
Railway Services (Public Ownership)
Act, joining Greater Anglia, C2C and
South Western Railway.

More than 8,500 publicly owned
rail services are now running daily,
helping over 660million passengers
get where they need to go each year,
and at a time when the government
has frozen rail fares for the first time
in 30 years.

Transportsecretary HeidiAlexander,
said thousands of passengers who
travelled with West Midlands Railway
and London Northwestern were now
using services owned by the public
and run with their interests at heart.

“We're working hard to reform a
fragmented system and deliver a reli-

new

able railway that regenerates commu-
nities, rebuilds the trust of its passen-
gers, and delivers the high standards
they rightly expect.”

The services

Services operated by West Midlands
Railway include routes across
Worcestershire and to Hereford and
Birmingham. Among them are the
Cross City Line from Bromsgrove and
Redditch to Lichfield via Birmingham
New Street. There are also routes
to Worcester and Kidderminster and
other West Midlands areas, including
to Coventry, Solihull and Dorridge
and across Warwickshire to Stratford,
Leamington, Warwick and Rugby.

London Northwestern Railway
operates between Liverpool and
Birmingham and along the West
Coast Main Line to and from London
Euston.

West Midlands Trains managing
director, Ian McConnell, said: “We are
proud to be one of the fastest-growing
train operators in the country with
millions of passengers travelling on
West Midlands Railway and London
Northwestern Railway services every
month.

“We've introduced more than 100
new trains and upgraded our depots
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and station facilities.

“We're looking forward to open-
ing five brand new stations this year
and we're also rolling out ‘Pay-As-
You-Go’ ticketing across 75 locations
to enable seamless tap-in, tap-out
travel.

“Public ownership is an exciting
opportunity to build on this success
through a strong culture of collabo-
ration and integration with the wider
family of publicly owned operators.”

West Midlands Railway is jointly
managed with the West Midlands
Rail Executive led by Mayor Richard
Parker, through a Collaboration
Agreement with the DfT - that was
also renewed on Sunday.

Mr Parker said: “For too long pas-
sengers have had to put up with
unreliable and overcrowded trains
and a confusing ticket system run
by companies who put profit before
people.

“Now we have a government which
is delivering on its pledge to take
public ownership and fix our broken
railways.”

‘More needs to be done’

Although this is a positive step,
Johnbosco Nwogbo at public owner-
ship campaign organisation We Own
It, said there was still a long way to go
to improve services for passengers.

“Bringing train operating compa-
nies like West Midlands Railway into
public ownership hardly gets us a
quarter of the way to delivering the
experience passengers really expect.

“With the company seeing the
second highest growth in unreliabil-
ity across the railway in the year to
March 2025, public ownership will
be a powerful tool to unite incentives
for the benefit of passengers in the
region. But it will not be a panacea.
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“So much will come down to the
broader reforms that the govern-
ment’s Railways Bill will create, and
on that front their approach to that
is scattershot.

“On the one hand they want to
remove private interests from train
operations, but the bill leaves private
profiteering intact in train, or rolling
stock, ownership.”

Over the past 100-years the struc-
ture of railway ownership in the UK
has changed since the Railways Act
introduced privatisation in 1921. That
lasted until 1947 when the Transport
Act established the government-
owned British Rail, which remained
in place until 1993 when privatisation
re-emerged.

Finally, in 2025 the Railway Bill
was introduced bringing about the
demise of the current privatisation
status, and the creation of Great
British Railways.

LIVE MUSIC:

21°T FEB: MOTHERSHIP
27™ FEB: ABBA GOLD

6™ MARCH: BEATLEMANIA
7™ MARCH: NEAR

2!\0

9™ APRIL: K-POP SUPERST

APRIL: THE ANNIE LE

12TH SHANIA TWA lN

ZM’ MAY: GIV.
3R M

10"‘ APRIL: THE RADIOHEAD ROJECT

NOX & EURYTHMICS SHOW

L: BY SHAN

17'“ APRI]E ONE NIGHT OF ADELE - NAOMI JOHNSON

VE ME THE NIGHT (GEORGE BENSON TRIBUTE)
AY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIBUTE

4"‘ MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON S
: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS

WHAT’S ON AT ARTRIX

Whether you're starting th year with big resolutions or just lookin
fun to look forward to, we've got the |I“|lts on, keep an eye on the hi
they are the top picks by our volunteers and tickets are selling fast!

6TH FEB: ROY G HEMMINGS - TSOP & MOTOWN

12™ FEB: A HEADFULL OF COLDPLAY

13™ FEB: ECLIPLSE - THE PINK FLOYD EXPERIENCE

20™ FEB: JOSH HINDLE {KING OF THE ROAD TOUR)
ED ZEPPELIN

28™ FEB: THAT BRITPOP BAND
4™ MARCH: THE TAP CHAPS

Y DAN - THE SOUND OF STEELY DAN
15" MARCH: THE SPICE PARTY - 30 YEARS OF THE SPICEGIRLS
19™ MARCH: TINA TURNER EXPERIENCE
20TH MARCII_'I[ FLEETWOOD UNCHAINED

: SMOOTH CRIMINAL MICHAEL JACKSON EXPERIENCE
4™ APRIL: ELECTRIK LIVE ORCH

INGS CAROLE KING

¢ for something
Tlll“hl(‘d ev ents,

-~ 18™ AUGUST: WONDERS OF THE UNIVERSE NEXT CHAPTER
] DECEMBER: RAPUNZEL THE TANGLED PANTOMIME
~ > COMEDY:
! FEB: FAT THEO - THE CONTENDER

V' 4

EVENT CINEMA:

9'" FEB: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: WOOLF WORKS

2 " MARCH: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: THE AUDIENCE

3% MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: GISELLE
STMARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED

20™ APRIL: NATIONAL

215" APRIL: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE

5™ MAY: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEGIN

28" MAY: NT LIVE: LIVE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORL

25™ JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

THEATRE:

12™ - 14™ MARCH: THE GREAT BRIIIQH BAKE OFF MUSICAL
22" MARCH: DISNEY NEWSIES J

26" MAY: WONDERS OF THE UNlVERSE
24™ _27™ JUNE: SLEUTH

ITHEATRE LIVE:

2

ﬁ" MARCH: MATT PARKER GETTING TRIGGY WITH IT
26"* MARCH: ACOPALYPSE NOW - ALFIE MOORE
14-15"" APRIL: JONNY COLE
215" NOV: TINY TIM’S FAMILY ADVENTURE
215" NOV: TNY TIM’S STAND UP ADVENTURE

SPOKEN WORD:
18™ MARCH: BIRMINGHAM CITY LEGENDS - AN EVENING WITH
CLINTON MORRISON AND MICHAEL JOHNSON

ARMAGUDD’N

YOUTH THEARE:

ALL MY SONS

i : OASISH
14™ MAY: ELTON'S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MON: (6-8PM), WED: 10AM-12PM, SAT: 10AM-12PM

g HIGH
e J¥  SCHEOL

YOUTH THEATRE

&
+

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THE FORMATION
OF THE ARTRIX YOUTH THEATRE PROGRAM
ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK/YOUTH-THEATRE/
ARE YOU AGED 12-18?

STARTING FEB 28™, THE ARTRIX YOUTH THEATRE PROGRAMME BEGINS
WORKING TOWARDS A SUMMER PRODUCTION OF HIGH SCHOOL
MUSICAL JR IN THE MAIN AUDITORIUM, FOR MORE INFO VISIT
ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK/YOUTHTHEATRE

ELTON'S SONG:

BEYOND THE ° £

YELLOW BRICK ROAD

14TH MAY 2026
DOORS 19:00 | STARTS 19:30

ARTRIX |
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE GROUP which repre-
sents rail passengers across
Bromsgrove and Redditch
has welcomed a move to
bring West Midlands Rail-
way into public ownership.

The Bromsgrove and Redditch
Rail User Partnership (BARRUP)
spoke out after Sunday’s monu-
mental change which, it is hoped,
will make life better for people
using trains across the two towns,
whether to commute or for leisure
purposes.

The most up-to-date figures
show that between 2024 and 2025,
a total 910,428 passengers
used Redditch Station and
695,994 passengers trav-
elled from Bromsgrove
Station.

The two stations are
among the busiest in
Worcestershire and are both
on the Cross City Line.

Trains travel from
Lichfield, via Birmingham
New Street, to Bromsgrove
and Redditch stations, split-
ting at Longbridge.

All four Redditch trains .
every hour (two inbound and Barnt Green. Bror_nsg_rove is also
two outbound) stop at Barnt Green  on the line from Birmingham New
and Alvechurch and one per hour, Street to Worcester and Hereford,
to and from Bromsgrove, stops at  via University and Droitwich.

BARRUP hopes
journeys and
ticketing will improve
for passengers. s

Robert Cholmondeley, the
chairman of BARRUP, said: “The
Bromsgrove and Redditch Rail
User Partnership hopes bring-
ing the rail operating companies
under single ownership will lead
to improved timetables and better
connections between services.

“We feel some of the rail oper-
ating companies focus more on
their narrow business models,
rather than considering the wider
demands for public transport.

“BARRUP’s main hope is
that it will be possible to travel
directly between Bromsgrove,

Worcestershire Parkway and
Cheltenham (and beyond) rath-
er than the current situation,
where it is necessary to travel via
Birmingham.

“This adds an hour to journey
times, with additional cost.

“BARRUP also hopes ticketing
will be simplified and that costs
will be fairer in the future.”

Redditch Station was due to be
upgraded.

In November, however,
Worcestershire County Council
announced the plans had been
scrapped, to save cash.

A flippin’
fun event

ALVECHURCH’S annual Shr-
ove Tuesday event will take
place at Alvechurch Baptist
Church, between 2pm and 4pm
on February 17.

The long-standing tradition
of pancake afternoon has been
enjoyed by generations over
many years.

Everyone is welcome to drop
in and enjoy freshly made pan-
cakes and there will be a range
of fillings along with other
sweet treats.

A spokesperson for the event
said there would be a relaxed
afternoon of conversation and
community to enjoy, alongside
the pancakes.

“Whether it’s a tradition you
remember or a first visit, you’ll
be very welcome,” they said.

“Bring the family or a friend
and come along for a treat.

“We’d love to see you.”

B ST LAURENCE’S Church,
in Alvechurch, is appealing
for people to help out at its
9.15am Sunday service.

The church aims for the
service to be a warm, prayer-
ful and welcoming space with
hospitality at The Ark after the
service.

But more help is needed
to run the services and the
church wants to safeguard the
service’s future.

The current rota runs until
mid-April so the church is
looking for people to be avail-
able on Sundays after that.

Anyone interested can speak
to Rev Gail or Rev Martin to
express their interest.

Longhridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

company you can trust

Birmingham B45 9AH

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,

www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

NG

oo e

ol INDIVIDUAL
VISITS

WELCOME
Outstanding

results at GCSE,
A level & IB

Very wide range
of co-curricular
activities
included in fees

FLAIR *°

Lunch and break
time snacks
included

Extensive daily
transport routes

DISCIPLINE ®* ACADEMIC RIGOUR
Call 01527 579679 or email admissions@bromsgrove-school.co.uk

www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
720 pupils aged 2 - 13 » 1060 pupils aged 13 - 18
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
OMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.

MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more FHE
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. “PGHADE

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options

 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?
v FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
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&=
Cloud Zero

lift and tilt

CHOICE OF BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF SEAT WIDTH

CHOICE OF SEAT HEIGHT
OICE OF SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES

v TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Expenence -
Fantastic Serwce
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

facebook

¢¢Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!>®

(CB August 2025)

in Just A Bed.

. 01905 796 507

v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly
Recommend them?’

(MQ July 2025)

_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
SALE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

Your Local Famlly-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

=

’0" / 46" | =
DIVAN SET

W PACKAGE — e ——— LUXURIOUS
*  DEALS L al ~ ) .—HANDCRAFI'ED

— : P~ BESPOKE BEDS > e -
Silentnight : & MATTRESSES ' ™ RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE
P IN STORE

King size for the price HYPNOS WINTER SALE
of a double HZE FOR THE PRCE OF ADOUBLE

I

‘*I

?? i " —_—

LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE | yk MADE FULLY ASSEMBLED BEDROOM RANGES

T -
3 + 2 RECLINING SOFAS
WAS £1485 NOW £995

J " LBESPO KE UK MADE SI.IIESSOFAS& GHAIRS = e 7
NEW MANGO LIVING ROOM RANGE IN STORE | CUSTOM SIZES AVAILABLE TO ORDER IN STORE ELNe S TORE

Ty % S Devonshire| ¢
Buoyant s?en 3 iving ;
[from here %\%
- B ’ a L V I Illrrlgon gplnl\g _
10 here ﬁ;ﬁ‘p ¢ g British Craftsmanship |

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8S8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS
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Services land a ‘good’ rating

THE CHILDREN and young
people’sservice at Northfield’s
Royal Orthopaedic Hospital
has been rated good by the
Care Quality Commission
(€CQC)

Following an unannounced
inspection in May 2025, the
CQC found the service had
an inclusive approach where
service users were involved
in assessments of their needs
and were protected and kept
safe.

The report highlighted how
people working in the serv-
ices were kind, caring and
compassionate and leaders
were visible, knowledgeable
and supportive.

The report also highlighted
that children and young peo-
ple received care and support
that was kind and compas-
sionate.

Inspectors praised staff for
having a good understanding
of monitoring and assessing
children and young people’s
individual needs, including communication and
any reasonable adjustments they required.

The report added: “The service made sure chil-
dren and young people were at the centre of their
care and treatment choices.

“Staff understood the diverse health and care
needs of their patients and their local communi-
ties, which ensured flexible and supported choice
and continuity.

“The service had a shared direction and culture
managed by capable, compassionate, and inclu-
sive leaders.

“Staff felt safe to speak up and understood
where to go for support if required.”

Matthew Hartland, chief executive officer at The
Royal Orthopaedic Hospital, said: “I'm delighted
to confirm our Children and Young People service

o
Main Hospital Entfancas

has achieved an overall ‘Good’ rating following

the CQC inspection, and congratulate everyone
involved in achieving this outcome.

“Our priority is to deliver compassionate,
patient-centred care that empowers our patients
to regain their mobility, independence and qual-
ity of life.

;}fa.lso want to thank the dedication of our
staff.

“This rating reflects the efforts of our staff in
continuing to provide a safe and welcommg space
for children and young people rece1v1ng care at
The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital.”

The children’s and young people’s serv-
ice at Birmingham’s Royal Orthopaedic
Hospital has been rated good. s
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MP welcomes
drop in NHS
waiting lists

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

NHS waiting lists have been fall-
ing across the Worcestershire NHS
Trust, figures have shown.

Latest NHS data shows waiting lists
at Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
NHS Trust have fallen by 4,468 since
the general election in July 2024,
covering services at the Alexandra
Hospital in Redditch, Worcestershire
Royal Hospital and Kidderminster
Hospital and Treatment Centre.

The local improvement comes
alongside a significant national pic-
ture. Across England, the NHS wait-
ing list fell by more than 86,000 in
November alone to 7.31million - the
second biggest monthly drop in 15
years.

Overall, waiting lists are now down
by more than 312,000 since Labour
came into power, despite record
numbers of people coming forward
for treatment.

The progress has been made dur-
ing the NHS’s busiest ever year.
In 2025, there were 27.8million
A&E attendances across England,
including 2.33million attendances in

December alone, placing sustained
pressure on frontline services.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore has wel-
comed the news.

He said: “When Labour came into
office, more than 7.31million people
were stuck on NHS waiting lists,
unable to work, care for loved ones
or simply get on with everyday life.
For too long, patients were promised
change but saw little of it.

“Thanks to the dedication of NHS
staff, waiting lists have fallen - even
while services face record demand.

“That means thousands more
patients in Redditch ares getting
faster diagnoses, quicker treatment
or the reassurance of an all-clear.”

Mr Bloore warned winter pressures
remained severe, with hospitals con-
tinuing to battle flu and high levels of
demand and urged eligible residents
across Redditch to take up their flu
vaccination.

He added: “There is still a long
road ahead but this shows what’s
possible when you properly back the
NHS with investment and modernisa-
tion.

“Ambulances are arriving quicker,
GP satisfaction is up and A&E waits
are down.”

'

ALL PRODUCTS
HAVE A 10 YEAR

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litfle overheads

INSURANCE

BACKED

WARRANTY

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Fully fitted

competltwe Prices

BILL MOORE
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1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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The Building & Landscaping DIY Cen’rre
CAN'T MATCH
YOUR BRICKS WE CA NI

v Expert Brick Matching Available
v’ Trade & Public Welcome
buildland.co.uk
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01527519 444 |
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Ballast/
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We provide a full delivery service with the aim to meet customer requirements as efficiently as possible, typically
delivering building materials from stock. We offer an all-day delivery service between 7:30am and 5:00pm.
For the next delivery date available, please call our sales team. ALL PRICES SHOWN ARE + VAT

Head Office: Buildland Ltd, Oxleasow Road, Redditch,
East Moons Moat, Worcestershire, B98 ORE

Tel: 01527 519 444 =
Open to the public and trade 7 Days a Week: Mon-Sat: 7:30am — 4:30pm. Sun: 10:00am — 2:00pm ¢

J6Q0  ALL PRICES ARE + VAT
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Civic society
needs to find
new officials

The Standard, Friday February 6, 2026

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE ANNUAL general meet-
ing (AGM) of Droitwich Spa
Civic Society will take place
at 7.30pm on February 20 at
Sacred Heart Church Hall, on
Worcester Road.

The event will feature a talk from
Janine Rusby, heritage engagement
co-ordinator for the Worcestershire
Building Preservation Trust.

She will discuss the Willow Court
Farmhouse project and the build-
ing’s importance to Droitwich Spa.

Attendees can learn about how
the historic building is being con-
verted into affordable apartments
with support from the National
Lottery Heritage Fund.

The project has included a pro-
gramme of community engagement
and volunteer opportunities and
Janine will explain how these have
been used to engage schools and
the wider community.

She will be joined by project vol-
unteers who have been collecting
memories from former residents for
an oral history project.

Droitwich Spa Civic Society was
founded in 1974 to stimulate pub-

lic interest; promote environmental
standards; and secure preservation,
protection and improvement of fea-
tures of interest in the town.

The organisation’s strength
comes from members with vari-
ous interests, skills, knowledge and
expertise.

The society has planning experi-
ence and is well placed to make
considered responses to planning
applications and developments.

It monitors outline and planning
applications, especially where there
are potential traffic problems and
where applications would adversely
affect the locality or be detrimental
to the town and its environs.

Members were involved with the
draft neighbourhood plan and have

contributed and made comments
during its development.

The society has had a momentous
year in which local challenges have
been addressed — the outstanding
one being a disastrous fire at the
Raven hotel.

Mike Meredith, the chair, called a
meeting from which the now inde-
pendent Raven Heartbeat Group

A COMMUNITY CHAMPION
REMEMBERED: The funeral of
a community champion, D-Day
veteran and Frankley Parish
Councillor has taken place.

Eric Carter BEM died last
month after decades serving his
local community and country.

He was awarded the prestig-
ious Legion d’Honneur, France’s
highest military honor, which
was given to service personnel
for the crucial role of British forc-

was established. That organisation
has since formed a community
interest company to secure the his-
toric core of the former Raven hotel
and to seek grants and sponsorship
to restore it and create a sustain-
able building for the future.

The civic society AGM is free to
attend and is open all, although
voting is restricted to society mem-

es liberating France, particularly
during the D-Day landings.

Eric was also made a freeman
of Frankley Parish.

Andy Cartwright, who also
served on Frankley Parish
Council, said: “Eric was a true
gentlemen who lived for his
community.

“l am honoured to have been
an elected councillor alongside
him and and learned so much
from him.”

bers. Items on the agenda include
the organisation’s amended consti-
tution; an annual report, including
financial review, from the chair;
and the election of officers and
committee members.

Chair Meredith will be standing
down after three years in the post
and, besides a new chair, a treas-
urer is also sought.

There will be an admission charge
of §5 for visitors to the Willow
Court talk (after the AGM). The talk
will be free to members.

Anyone interested in becoming a
member of the society, or a com-
mittee member, is urged to visit:
droitwichspacivicsociety.co.uk to
get in touch and find out more.

Subscriptions for the year 2026
cost £10 per household and new
members will be able to join on
arrival if they wish to vote at the
AGM.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

\\ \\
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Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

¢ Mobile showroom to your home

+ 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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‘WE ARE feeling overwhelmed, bom-
barded with bad news each day — glo-
bal economic and political instability
from the Trump circus and the rule
of the rich in Davos, the rising cost
of living, job insecurity, and severe
weather events.

It is a polycrisis — a coming together
of related issues from different direc-
tions.

This heightens anxiety and makes it
difficult to keep going.

The lack of predictability creates dis-
turbing doubt about the future, which
blocks our ability to imagine ourselves

in it.

‘We find it difficult to cope, and the
likely result is we switch off and stop
trying to think deeply about any of this
stuff.

But we cannot afford to ignore it as
the issues keep multiplying and press-
ing for attention.

‘We owe it to ourselves, to our
futures and our children and grand-
children’s to confront the fundamental
problems.

‘Who else is there to do this? Our
political representatives?

They are mostly ducking and diving
to avoid taking action.

Take the largest emergency label:
‘climate change’. I know the popular
press has recently stated the cost of
Net Zero is §7trillion and is therefore
‘unaffordable’, but this is misinforma-
tion (listen to BBC Radio 4 More or
Less, January 21 2026).

The true cost of the transition is cur-
rently estimated around two per cent
of Gross Domestic Product.

The cost of taking action is much
less than the cost of inaction.

We are in an emergency situation.
There should be an ongoing Public
Information warning published across
all media like for AIDS or Covid.

We must make the right choices

Eco Action

This is also a health emergency.

In November, a small group of our
best climate scientists gave a National
Emergency Briefing in London -
attended by 150 MPs/peers.

It was recorded and will be turned
into a film for general release - some
time in April.

View each succinct presentation
here - youtube.com/@nebriefing - on
YouTube.

There was a wide range of interact-
ing topics as befits such a complex
subject, so you can sample from pres-
entations on nature, climate, weather
extremes, tipping points, food security,
health, national security, economics
and energy transition.

Each one is short.

This can be a difficult watch, espe-
cially if you have not engaged with
these issues before. But there is still
hope.

‘We have a chance to choose which
future we want.

And, depending on which version we
choose, that transforms our actions
today.

‘We can make choices and collec-
tively work towards that future.

To discuss your thoughts about this
emergency, join the next Bromsgrove
Climate Cafe discussion - from 2.20pm
to 4pm next Saturday, February 14, at
the Lemon Tree Cafe.

Email: bromsgrove@extinctionrebel-
lion.uk or text: 07894 251731 to con-
tact Bromsgrove Extinction Rebellion.

Column by Bromsgrove
Extinction Rebellion.
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LEFT:
Organisers
celebrate the
events suc-
cess. More
than 600 items
of clothing
(BELOW) were
swapped. s

Swap event a success

THE THIRD community swap shop in Redditch
has been hailed a success.

The event, aimed at promoting a circular econ-
omy and reducing textile waste, saw residents
come together to donate and exchange quality
clothing and goods entirely for free.

The scheme highlights a growing local move-
ment toward sustainable fashion and community
support during the ongoing cost-of-living chal-
lenges.

Event organiser Katie Hughes said the atmos-
phere was incredible.

“It was a pleasure to see the community com-
ing together to support a more sustainable way
of shopping.

“By choosing to swap instead of buying new,
our attendees played a direct part in reducing
waste and helping community members find
quality items at no cost.

“The event’s success was made possible by the
support of my friends and family in helping me
run the event by sorting clothes, transporting
equipment and providing refreshments.”

Around 603 items were successfully diverted
from potential waste and the event promoted a

circular economy within the local community.
Plans for the next Swap Shop are already in
discussion for spring.
Email clothing_swapshop@outlook.com for
more information on future events.

MONSOON

73-75 MAY LANE, H
BIRMINGHAM, B47 5PA
T:01564 829 200
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Keep fit, have fun.

TheFitClubisn’tjustagymit'sa
community. With top-class equipment,
expert PTs, and classes that push you
further, we're here to help you enjoy
keeping fit. Whether you're training for
strength, fitness, wellness, or just a healthier
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What makes us special:

@ The largest gym in Redditch.
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your first month!
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Our best ever offer.

4 Classes +

With over 40 classes a week
included in your membership,
there is truly something for
everyone at The Fit Club. Stretch
out with Yoga, sweat with HIIT,
or feel the rhythm with Zumba.

4+ Recovery +

Recovery at The Fit Club is designed to
help you unwind, restore & feel renewed.
Enjoy our ladies-only sauna, general sauna
& soothing waterfall experience shower.
With our ice bath soon available for use,
your post-workout wellness routine is
about to get even better.

JOIN NOW!

Unit 4E, 17 Alcester St, Redditch, B98 SAE

www.thefitclubredditch.co.uk EIT CLU B

01527 350285
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Service puts
focus on key
work of Lay
Ministers

A SERVICE of celebration for
Authorised Lay Ministers (ALM)
from across Worcestershire and
Dudley was held at Worcester
Cathedral.

People from across the Diocese
received a certificate from the
Bishop of Dudley, Martin Gorick
to mark the completion of their
courses, which equip them for
specific roles in their parishes.

This year’s ALMs have been
trained to become children and
youth work ministers, worship
leaders or New Worshipping
Community ministers through
the Myriad pathway.

As ALMs they will work along-
side ordained clergy and licensed
lay ministers as part of the minis-
try teams in their individual par-
ishes.

Representatives from each
cohort took part in this service
including members of two New
Worshipping Communities.

Members of Create, a New

Worshipping Community at St
Mary’s, Kempsey which uses the
Arts as a way of bringing people
together, led the prayers, while
the leaders of Activity church
from St John’s, Greenlands in
Redditch which brings families to
God through crafts, stories and
music, taught the congregation
one of the songs they sing there,
with its associated actions.

Archdeacon Nikki Groarke gave
the sermon at the service.

She said: “As you are authorised
today to lead in worship in both
traditional and new settings, and
to invest in children and young
people, this will be part of your
calling.

“Not only to use your gifts,
but to identify and encourage
gifts in others...I am certain that
when we are all working towards
that individually, the church as a
whole will reach its potential and
flourish.”

Chris Day from Worcestershire
Severn parishes who completed

the course led by Rector Tim
Williams to become a Worship
Leader said: “I found the course
really helpful.

“It definitely gave me a clearer
understanding of how to go about
leading worship, and also some
pointers as to where to look for
further materials.”

Vicky Whitehouse from Malvern
who undertook the Myriad New
Worshipping Communities train-
ing added: “I found the course
really informative and it was bril-
liant to meet up with others on

the same journey. I found the
modules around making disciples,
prayer and teamwork the most
helpful.

“It was also great to look at the
relationship between the church
and our community. Although the
course has ended, we’re planning
to continue to meet up and sup-
port each other.”

Mark Hambling from St Anne’s
Church in Bewdley did the chil-
dren and youth work training
course led by Diocesan Lead
Simon Hill.
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Bishop Martin and the Archdeacon of Dudley, Nikki Groarke with the Lay Ministers. s

He said: “It was an absolutely
fantastic course. Simon explained
it all so well, we're very sorry to
see him go. The service has been
majestic and I'm fairly new to
faith, so I've found completing
this first course amazing.”

While Phil Tricklebank who
took part in the course to become
a Worship Leader in Alvechurch
and Beoley parish said: “Gail’s
a phenomenal tutor and made it
such a joy. There was no pressure,
it was a lovely way of learning,
and I really enjoyed the course.”

BUY NOW
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Upgrade your kitchen with flexible payments.
sn “ E Just a 10% deposit - nothing more to pay until 2027.
a re CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS

Joe’s Doors & Overlays 1=l

At Joe's Doors, we specialise in transforming
kitchens without the disruption, stress, or sky-
high cost of a full renovation. By replacing your
existing doors, panels, and trims, we give your
kitchen a stunning new look that feels like a
complete miracle. Most transformations are
completed in just two days, and there’s no need
to empty your cupboards.

* No mess, no fuss - just beautiful results
* Most fitted in as little as two days seamlessly over your existing
* Wide range of designs to suit any style surfaces, delivering a luxury
* Custom-made to fit your existing units firiahs

* Quality materials, expert workmanship Whyehoose Quartzize?
Whether you're going for a fresh, contemporary * Timeless and elegant design
vibe or something timeless and traditional, we have ~ * Non-porous and hygu‘emc‘
hundreds of options to help you. * Incredibly easy to maintain

We're here to help you create a space

Complete your transformation with a Quartzize 5
you'll love — with a more wow factor.

natural stone overlay — the smart, stylish way
to update your worktops without the hassle of Book your completely free, no-obligation
removing them. These elegant stone overlays fit consultation with Joe’s Doors today.

+/ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢/ FITTED INA DAY ORTWO ¢ MAD| MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Why replace your worktops when this unique
quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:
» Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

« Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

[ i iégwm‘z‘
M B 1.:".":!?'!.’

-I We'll pop along and take 2 Choose from our range of 3 Our fitters will come back and
some measurements... doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

“Subject to status: Terms and candiions apply.

QUARTZIZE

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS - TEE SR

FREE QUOTE

01527 962146 - joesdoors.co.uk FULLYFITER

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience. Family-run business.
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DO HOT RIP OUT YOURs
OLD KITCHEN CRBINETS!

By keeping your existing cabinets and just replacing the dogrse=
we can give your kitchen a new look in just ONE DAY!

=
NO NEED TO EMPTY YOUR UNITS - With our system there is’

no fuss, and it's quick and relatively mess free too!
" KITCHEN

' SESAVE BIG this February with our HALF PRICE FITTING offer - Place your
D r " order before February 21* and we’ll reduce the cost of fitting by 50% and
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Showroom - The Doors Group, Doors House
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FEMALE fundraisers are stepping out of their
comfort zones and onto a ‘dating scene’ with
a difference.

More than 30 women, aged between 18 and
80, will stand in front of the camera striking a
series of cheeky poses for a ‘sassy and sophis-
ticated’ charity calendar in aid of a host of
nominated local and national charities.

And among those taking part is a familiar
face on local and national screens, former TV
newsreader Suzanne Virdee from Redditch.

Suzanne is best known in the Midlands for
co-presenting the 6.30pm BBC regional news
programme Midlands Today along with Nick
Owen for 11 years.

Over her career she’s also been a passionate
supponer and mentor to women starting out
in journalism.

And, as a published author of A Girl’s Guide
To Being Awesome and the best-selling A
Teenager’'s Guide To Being Fabulous, she
empowers young girls with advice on navigat-
ing the difficult teenage years.

Suzanne’s chosen charity for the calendar
is WAITS (Women Acting in Today’s Society),
based in Birmingham.

She said: “When I was asked to be part of

T A T e ) |

Making a date
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New roofs Flat roof solutions
4
Roof repairs
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Chimneys rebuilt

*
Re-bedding

this project I absolutely had to say ‘yes’.

“I am passionate about helping to empower
all women to flourish in every area of their lives
and this is a brilliant and fun way to do it.

“I'm really excited to meet and make friends
with all the women involved in making this
calendar.

“Even more than that I'm thrilled to be able
to shine a light on the different issues that stop *
women reaching their full potential and am
delighted to be raising money to do something
about it.”

The featured ladies will gather for photo-
shoot days at Mallory Court Hotel and Spa
in Leamington in the spring ahead of the
calendar’s grand reveal at a stylish red carpet
screening event at The Birmingham Repertory
Theatre later in the year.

Some of the charities set to benefit include
Molly Ollys, Coventry, Warwickshire and
‘Worcestershire Mind, and Prostate Cancer
UK. Ladies First holds monthly meetings
which hear from inspirational speakers, pro-
vide informative business skills workshops and
make new introductions.

Visit ladiesfirstnetwork.co.uk for more infor-

DRY RIDGES
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*
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &
>> GABLE RECYCLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU378AQ
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david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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Hubs making a fruitful offer Medical staff
encourage a

offering a free piece of fruit to chil-
dren when they, their parents and

carers visit.
At the hubs, families can learn
GP STAFF across Worcestershire tions, view their GP health record
are encouraging patients to use and test results securely, book and

about support they have eligibility
for, along with tips on food plan-
the NHS App more to manage their ~Mmanage appointments, manage their

ning, reducing food waste and sav-
ing money.

To encourage healthy habits and
stress the importance of families eat-
ing their ‘five-a-day’, Worcestershire
County Council’s Public Health
Team has ensured fresh fruit will be
available at the reception of every
family hub.

The scheme has been put in place
in support of families maintaining
balanced diets, providing essential
vitamins, minerals and fibre.

Coun Satinder Bell, Worcestershire 2 T k. health organ donation decision, view their
County Council’'s Cabinet Member /e . Was . a0 ; . ? nilli NHS number and use NHS 111 online.
for Health and Wellbeing, said: “Its B o A : § reT'he app Tias more, than ;39 million Dr Lucy Glasgow, Clinical Lead

5 ? e 0 gistered users and recent figures g :
great news family hubs are encour- g - from NHS England show that 68 per for Digital at Herefordshire and

Worcestershire ICB, said: “I'm delight-

ed that the new campaign is highlight-
i ing that you can do so much more with

App users are being encouraged Ing

to request their repeat prescriptions the NHS App than a lot of people real-

through the NHS App, and to turn 15¢; and at a time which suits them.

on notifications, so that messages and This 1sd partlczéarly lmpoxtanth fqr

appointment reminders from the NHS ¢arers and parents managing other’s

can easily be viewed on a mobile phone ~ Medications and appointments.
or tablet device. It really is so quick and easy to

In addition, users are encouraged to request repeat prescriptions using the
view their GP health record in real time 1S App and every repejat pLescHp-
and access test results more quickly. tion ordered thls way saves you and the

Anyone aged 13 or over who is NEHS system time.

: 3 : “Patients can also get test results in
registered with an NHS GP surgery in 4
England or the Isle of Man, is eligible the NHS App faster than contacting the

to use the NHS App. surgery as they are viewable in the app
It can be downloaded onto a phone 25, S00n as they are viewed by the GP.
or tablet device from the App store on It is also vital that patients switch

h on notifications on the NHS App so
gs%ﬁg&vﬁ e(si;esirczl:, Google Play Store that they receive messages from their

uk/healthystart to see if they are eli- s Crmncies 5
£ . practice and hospital immediately.
gible for Healthy Start vouchers to The Roberts family at Brookside Family Hub where, along aonee patients have set up the NHS — “ygt www.nhs.ul/nhsapp for more
buy food and vitamins. with the other hubs, free fruit is available for children. s pp, they peat p P~ information.

aging healthy eating habits and help-
ing children and families build posi-
tive habits from an early age.

“Starting this behaviour early stays
with you and benefits you through-
out your life.

“Healthy eating is incredibly
important for families.

“Getting at least five portions of
fruit and vegetables every day helps
grown-ups stay healthy and supports
children to grow and develop well.”

People can visit: worcestershire.
gov.uk/familyhubs to find their
nearest family hub and the services
offered there.

Families can go to: letswasteless.
com/foodsavvy for more on being
food savvy and: worcestershire.gov.

cent of the population in Herefordshire
and Worcestershire have registered.

W Fortnightly collections throughout the year

W Easy and convenient

W™ Turn your garden waste into compost to be used locally

www.wychavon.gov.uk/gardenwaste

L.
VON
R éolricn -

vices, good M

386 5650
$l

sychavo
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PALACE [ORTHCOMING oM@

THEATRE  ATTRACTIONS

VINCENT SIMONE

TANGO PASSIONS
&

4
Y

YD), S THE LI OEASHOWGIR

BEE [13Y; L GLLISLIVE

SAT 1& FEB : 7.30PM SUN 15 FEB : 5.30PM TUE 17 FEB : 7.30PM
t-amlly I menammem mr Half Term

PALACE THEATRE, REDDITCH

I WeoNesoay 6 FesRuaRY - 130pm & 430pm
BOX OFFICE: redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk » 01527 65203

iy Alcester Street, Redditch, Worcestershire, BS8 8AE

‘i.'?E-ﬁ STARRING mmm Ewe - 2
>N @?Zh%, A:{@'@
FRI 20 FEB : 7.30PM SAT 21 FEB : 7.30PM WED 25 FEB : 7.30PM
www.reddiichpalacetheatre.co.uk 0 RUBICON

BOX OFFICE 01527 65203 LEISURE
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Caring People, Caring Places:
The heartbeat of our communit

In every corner of our towns and
villages, there’s a quiet network of
people and places who make care

their calling.

From the vet who checks on your family dog
like it’s their own, to the funeral director

who offers gentle guidance during life’s most
difficult goodbyes, these unsung heroes are
woven into the very fabric of our daily lives.
This isn’t just about care for the elderly —
though they are, of course, a cherished part
of this picture — but about the many ways
compassion shapes our communities, across all
ages and walks of life.

At its heart, Caring People, Caring Places is a
celebration of humanity. It’s about those who
dedicate themselves to the wellbeing of others
- people who don’t just do a job, but perform
a service rooted in empathy, patience, and

dignity.

Take, for instance, the local solicitor who offers
free advice sessions on will writing, ensuring
peace of mind for families at any stage of life.
It’s not just about legalese and paperwork — it’s
about offering reassurance, answering difficult
questions, and helping people plan with clarity
and care.

Veterinary clinics also tell a powerful story of
compassion. Ask any pet owner and they’ll say
the vet is a lifeline during tough times — when
the dog has eaten something it shouldn’t,
when the cat needs emergency surgery, or
simply when a furry friend is nearing the end
of their life. These clinics often extend their
care beyond animals, understanding how
closely our emotional health is tied to our pets.
Many offer grief support and work closely with
rehoming charities to give abandoned animals
a second chance at love.

Your local friendly
specialist lawyers

* Single wills for individuals and wills for couples

* Lasting Powers of Attorney for Property and
Financial Matters or Health and Welfare

* Applying for a Grant of Probate and administering
an estate
We are happy to meet with you and discuss your
requirements.
Please call us on 01527 544221
or email tracey@taylorssolicitors.com
for probate, wills and LPAs.

TAYLORS SOLICITORS
1 Mason Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5DA
01527 544221 | tracey@taylorssolicitors.com (wills and LPAs)

Legal Practice Quality Mark
Law Society Accredited

Lexcel %?w




The Standard, Friday February 6, 2026

CARMLECARTG |

Speaking of second chances, fostering and
adoption services are a profound example of
care in action. Across our region, there are
families opening their doors — and their hearts
— to children who need stability, support, and
love. Social workers, carers, and support staff

dedicate their careers to making sure that
vulnerable young people find not just shelter,
but a sense of belonging.

And while we’re on the subject of homes,

care homes and supported living facilities
continue to provide more than just a roof

and regular meals. Many of these places are
hubs of life and activity, staffed by people
who understand that dignity, independence,
and companionship are vital at any age.
Increasingly, intergenerational projects and
pet therapy schemes are breathing new life
into care spaces, offering residents laughter,
stimulation, and purpose.

But care doesn’t stop at the front door.
Funeral directors — some of the most

quietly compassionate professionals in our
communities — play a deeply important role in
helping families navigate loss with grace and
respect. Alongside them, stonemasons craft
lasting tributes that honour lives lived, with
each inscription carved in memory and love.
These trades might not often make headlines,
but their impact is profound and lasting.

And let’s not forget the smaller, sometimes
overlooked services that make a world of
difference. The kennels and catteries that
provide safe havens for pets when families are
away; the hearing aid specialists who reconnect
people to the sounds — and conversations

— they’ve been missing; or the volunteers

who give their time to animal shelters and
community centres, ensuring no one is
forgotten.

These people and places aren’t glamorous, and
they rarely seek the spotlight. Yet they form a
backbone of care and community that deserves

recognition. Their work is local, personal, and
essential. They remind us that “care” isn’t a
service — it’s a value. One that’s practiced every
day in countless acts of kindness, patience, and
professionalism.

It might be easy to picture care as something
reserved for our oldest citizens — and yes, their
needs are crucial — but Caring People, Caring
Places shines a light on the broader picture.
From children finding safe new homes, to pets
being lovingly rehomed, to families finding
comfort and support through life’s major
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transitions, this is a celebration of care in all
its forms.

So next time you pass the hearing clinic, walk
past the vet’s office, or drive by the local foster
services banner, pause for a moment. Think of
the people inside — doing quiet, tireless work
to make someone else’s life a little easier,

a little warmer, a little more human. Let’s
support these people, these businesses and
these organisations.

Because caring isn’t just something we do. It’s
who we are.

@ The Will Partners

WL
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%

UK Legal
Awards 2025

news

M
Mo x

CENTRAL ENGLAND
PRESTIGE AWARDS
[ 3038726 winwen |

~ Book an
" appointment
today without
obligation

Over 30 years' experience in

the Will writing business

Wills, Trusts & Power

of Attorney
OR

Free review of your

existing Will

® Protect your home and
everything that you have worked
hard for...

e Friendly, experienced and
genuine local people

e Free Home Visits

Call us Today

01527 877313
01905 412887
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Care has a quiet momentum. It
doesn’t shout. It doesn’t seek credit.
But when one person chooses to

help another, something remarkable
happens - it spreads.

Welcome to the Circle of Care: an invisible,
ever-turning wheel powered by acts of
kindness, big and small. In towns, villages, and

cities across the country, people are stepping
up for each other — and in doing so, sparking a
chain reaction of compassion.

It often starts with something simple. A hot
meal left on a doorstep. A schoolchild giving
up their seat on the bus. A stranger paying for
the coffee of the person behind them in the
queue. These gestures might feel fleeting to
the giver, but to the person on the receiving
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The Clrcle of Care: How Support
Travels Through a Community

end, they can be transformative. Not just for
what they provide — but for what they inspire.
Take the story of a local couple who began
cooking extra portions of their evening meals
and delivering them to an elderly neighbour

during lockdown. That neighbour, once
isolated, began knitting hats and scarves for a
women’s shelter in return. The shelter staff,
moved by the gesture, started offering monthly
pop-ups with free toiletries for the homeless.

Enriching the

lives of the

older generation

| Setin the heart of
Droitwich Spa with
beautiful landscaped
gardens and traditional
homely interiors,
residents enjoy enticing

mealtimes and an inspiring

programme of activities.

T: 01905 772 710 A: Blackfriars Avenue, Droitwich Spa, WR9 8DR

Caring, professional service
in the comfort of your own
home.

Jenny Bates
BSc, DipCFHP, MPS Prac.
Fully qualified Foot Health
Practitioner, DBS certificate,
insured.

«Arden Foot Health

(mobile)

Problem feet?
Need help trimming nails?
Feet need a treat?

.don’t be de

Call/text/WhatsApp:

07999426763

Email: ardenfoothealth@outlook.com

www.ardenfoothealth.co.uk

ted!

Corns

Callus
Cracked skin
Fungal nail
infections
Athlete’s Foot
Dry sensitive
skin

Verrucae
Diabetic feet
Ingrown
Toenails
Fingernails
Foot Massage
Paddings,
dressings
Orthotics

AN R NN

@
o
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AVA VRN

n Follow me 'Arden Foot Health' | v
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And volunteers at those events? Some were
recipients of care themselves, now giving back
in kind.

This is the Circle of Care in motion. It grows
not by obligation, but by invitation. It says:
You’ve helped me — I want to help someone
else.

At the heart of this cycle is connection. Care
doesn’t exist in a vacuum. When we see
someone doing good, we’re often reminded
of our own power to contribute. It’s why
communities respond so passionately to 3
fundraising pages, food drives, or community f h . |
clean-up days. They aren’t just supporting a
cause — they’re continuing a story.

And it’s not always the obvious moments

that carry the most weight. A listening ear. A
ride to a doctor’s appointment. Watching a
neighbour’s child for an hour so they can rest.
These are small acts — but they build trust,
dignity, and belonging. They lay the foundation

‘l
§ -
=:

| VOLUNEER

for a community where people feel safe to
both give and receive care.

In schools, children are learning this too. Many
are now taking part in kindness challenges

— writing positive notes for classmates,

helping with litter picks, or raising funds for
local charities. Teachers report that once a
culture of kindness takes hold, it becomes
self-sustaining. “One child brings in a tin for
the food bank, and suddenly the whole class is
donating,” said one headteacher. “They inspire
each other.”

Businesses are joining the circle as well. A
bakery offering leftover loaves to a shelter.

A taxi firm giving discounted rides to cancer
patients. A florist donating unsold blooms
to a hospice. These aren’t marketing stunts
— they’re reflections of what it means to be
rooted in community.

But the beauty of the Circle of Care is that

it. You only need to ask: What can I do, right
now, with what I have? And that answer will
look different for everyone. For some, it’s
time. For others, it’s resources. For many, it’s
simply attention — noticing when someone is
struggling and showing up.

Even digital communities are catching on.

you don’t need to wait for permission to enter
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Local Facebook groups often help this local
newspaper and help act as the new town
square — offering everything from babysitting
swaps to urgent appeals for missing pets.
Behind each post is a person reaching out, and
another person reaching back.

And when care flows in a circle, no one is

left behind. Those who give today may need
help tomorrow. Those who receive today

may be the first to offer it next time. It’s not a
straight line. It’s a cycle. A rhythm. A shared
responsibility.

So if you’ve ever wondered whether a small act
of kindness really makes a difference — know
this: it does. Not just to the person you helped,
but to the person they go on to help. And the
one after that. And the one after that.

Because care is contagious. And once it’s set in
motion, it rarely stops.

Let’s keep it turning.

Trusted care and
support at home

Right
at
I lHome:

Quality Care in Your Home

We stand by our ethos, that our clients
receive their care the way they want it.
They are involved in all decision-
making, including agreement of their
personal care plan.

Providing high quality, personalised care,
so you can continue living independently
in yOUI’ own home. We know that emf)tional and n.10ral B
support for our clients and their families
can be just as important as our
specialist care knowledge, and day-to-
day communications are vital for peace
of mind.
Our caregivers are at the very heart of
our business, they passionately want to
make a difference to their client’s lives
and whether that's a little help around

| R

e Companionship
* Meal preparation
* Personal care

e End of life care

* Respite cover
* Transportation
* Medication reminders
* Specialist dementia care

Call our friendly team
today for more information

01527 216 070

Regulated by

CareQuality
Commission

ADVERTISEMENT

Right at Home

the house, Dementia care or
companionship, our caregivers are
carefully selected and continuously
trained to ensure they deliver the very
best support to your loved one.

We are forever grateful to the families
that have chosen us to care for their
precious relatives in their homes. If your
family member requires additional care,
please contact us to discuss options.
Unit 4 West Court, Saxon

Business Park, B60 4AD

01527 916070

rightathome.co.uk
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Could you be on
the right lines?

WORCESTERSHIRE County Council’s
Libraries and Public Health teams, in col-
laboration with Severn Arts, are looking for
young people who enjoy writing to enter to
become thus years Poet Laureate.

Young people living or studying in
‘Worcestershire can get involved by sub-
mitting a poem on the theme of ‘freedom.’
Poems will be judged across three age
groups: school years six to eight, years
nine to 11, and 12 to 13.

Finalists from each category will perform
live at The Hive in Worcester, where a win-
ner will be selected from each group.

Previous Young Poet Laureates have had
their work published, performed live, one
was even lucky enough to perform live
on stage with Simon Armitage the Poet
Laureate, been interviewed by local radio,
and commissioned to write more poetry.

Councillor Ian Cresswell, cabinet mem-
ber with responsibility for environment
and communities at Worcestershire County
Council, said: “The Young Poet Laureate
event is such a special tradition for
Worcestershire, celebrating the creativity
and unique voices of our young people.

“This year’s theme, ‘Freedom’, invites
them to express powerful and personal
ideas, and I'd encourage all young writers
to get involved with this year’s competi-
tion.

Jen Loffman, community producer at
Severn Arts, adds: “We love seeing the
creative ways young people interpret the
theme, and it’s always inspiring to hear
them speak about what matters most to
them. If you're thinking about entering,
just give it a go.”

The deadline for applications is 5pm on
Sunday February 22. The final will take
place at The Hive on Sunday March 22

26.

Visit severnarts.org.uk/ypl26 for more
information.
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Delight as tourism team
makes award shortlist

VISIT Worcestershire,
Worcestershire  County
Council’s tourism team,
has been shortlisted for
Destination of the Year at
the UKinbound Awards for
Excellence.

Over the past 18 months,
Visit Worcestershire has
strengthened relationships
with the travel trade, includ-
ing organisations such as
Destination Management
Companies (DMCs), travel
agents and online retailers
who are seeking distinctive
and new English destinations,
while building on established
touring routes that already
include neighbouring areas
such as the Cotswolds.

This approach has posi-
tioned Worcestershire as a
natural extension for interna-
tional tourist itineraries.

The scheme has already
delivered tangible results, with
contracts in place for some
‘Worcestershire tourism busi-
nesses, bringing new overseas
visitors to the county.

Coun Alan Amos, cabinet
member with responsibil-
ity for business and skills
at Worcestershire County
Council, said: “This short-
listing reflects the quality of
‘Worcestershire’s tourism offer
and the real progress being

made in linking local busi-
nesses with international trav-
el markets.

“I want to congratulate the
council’s Visit Worcestershire
team on this recognition,
which shows their continued
focus on supporting business-
es of all sizes, strengthening
the visitor economy and deliv-
ering benefits for communities
across the county.”

The county will host a famil-
iarisation visit and product
showcase in partnership with
UKinbound this March, follow-
ing strong early interest from
the travel trade after its ini-
tial promotion. International
travel trade buyers will visit
Worcestershire as part of a
three-day Discover Workshop.

The visit will provide local,
travel trade-ready tourism
businesses with a rare oppor-
tunity to meet buyers face to
face and showcase the coun-
ty’s offer directly to key over-
seas markets.

The programme includes
visits to tourism businesses
and a dedicated trade event
focused on developing part-
nerships between the buyers
and Worcestershire’s trade-
ready suppliers.

he winner will be
announced at the UKinbound
Awards for Excellence Gala
Dinner on February 26.

Visitwww.ukinbound.org/events/  Visit Worcestershire has been
awards-for-excellence-2025/ for shortlisted for Destination of
more information. the Year. s

i

BROMSGROVE

Girls' Tennis Sessions
Designed Especially and

Exclusively for Girls

AGE GROUPS
8 & UNDER, 10 & UNDER, 12 & UNDER

WHAT'S INCLUDED?
£25 FOR 4X GROUP COACHING SESSIONS
DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR GIRLS!
LEARN SKILLS, MAKE FRIENDS & HAVE FUN!

/FREE RACQUET INCLUDED IF YOU JOIN THE CLUB!

ALL INFORMATION ON JGTENNIS APP OR BROMSGROVE
TENNIS CLUB WEBSITE

DIl ey 03332 342 514 quote 0s6

Isle of Wight ‘Royals & Rails’
Departing Mon 13 Apr ‘26

On this fantastic break we enjoy the island’s

natural beauty as well as a nostalgic journey on the
Isle of Wight Steam Railway and a visit to fascinating
Osborne House. The Isle of Wight is the perfect
place to enjoy a relaxing few days away.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from
Redditch, Bromsgrove

v/ 4 nights at the Medehamstede Hotel, Shanklin
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢ Entertainment some evenings

« Heritage train journey on the
Isle of Wight Steam Railway

/' Excursions to Osborne House, Cowes & Ryde

For more information, or to book, please call

ESESEEEE A mrustpiot Reader Travel

228 s R
ARG | v 6D W Ot i
Historic York & Harrogate Spring
Flower Show
Departing Sat 25 Apr ‘26
Gardeners at the ready! Growers take your
places! It’s time for the first big event of the year
in the horticultural calendar, the prestigious
Harrogate Spring Flower Show, featuring
beautiful displays and much more at the
Great Yorkshire Showground.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

« Overnight stay at a selected hotel (/G3 or JG4
rating) with dinner & breakfast

/ Admission to Harrogate Spring Flower Show
v En-route visit to York

STARTS WEDNESDAY 25TH FEB

CONTACT JAMES GRIFFITHS TO BOOK

YOUR PLACE
JGTENNIS APP
Honest Jewellery.
I'\pt':(h Crafted 07973 666793
: sl facad JGTENNISLTD@GMAIL.COM

@bromsgrovetennis_club
www.bromsgrovetennisclub.com

www.mitchelandco.com

Optional Island Highlights Tour (£15pp)

2 Days by Coach only £169

Single Supplement £40
pro-ected by Bon &

5 Days by Coach only £379

Single Supplement £60
These pac

biject to Just Gol Holidays t de ch Holidays & the Assoiat o

honou-ec an bookings made up
may incur a supplament. Pleas

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

n justgohols

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
&

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
1. Engaged (9) 2. Epoch (3)
EASY 8. Tune (3) 3. Musical drama (5)
3 4 6 9. Ping-pong (5-6) 4. Took notice (6)
6 718 3 4 11. Dead body (7) 5. Th‘fkfy @)
5 9 Z 1 12. Banishment (5) 6. Religious drama (7,4)
7. Defended (9
13. Like better (6) ©)
1 8 9 10. Twisted
15. Young swan (6)
sweetmea I
4|2 1 8 tmeat (6,5)
17. Outcome (5) 11. Charm (9)
5 6| |3 2 e
18. Followed (7) 14, Lift (7)
2|7 8 1 20. U.S. gorge (5,6) 16. Artist's workroom (6)
9 8 6114 ] 22. Beverage (3) 19. Astonish (5)
4 9 5 23. Free from blame (9) 21. Choose (3)
HARD
5 4
7 318
N
2|56
2 711
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
6 1 3 4 5 7 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
1322 gives an animal;
411 8 HUGE 57796  gives a bird;
9|2 Embraces 5345678 gives a fish.
9 5 6 H au 'S 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
7 6 Falls behind
i CODEWORD
PATH FI N DER . This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
e with th e —— . i Final with the same number alyvays representing the same lgtter. For.example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highligl ted letter, follow a continuous path o to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each VAST words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

MoOSXTTMCOISrr=20n
W—MrOZ—AT—-—0I<MI®
<MOW-AZP>P—-—IMAO0OOT-M

Counties of the UK

ORTHEANEA
NHTANYDWO
AITOMPTHDN
NALOTAGON
EIDNSMRBRAD
SMOFHIREE
RKLRNOOLR
SSUONDNRE
RTSSOXLAG
ESAEXFTND
I DEYEOURE
ALGWRRDIR
NDSYRUSHM
SMDNNSOM I
REDEAGRAL

OUAHAZrord—H4I<00Ir>m
TOMOHOIOM>POM—A—-—Z2Z=>
ouUmI—Z—-—-rozZzITr>»orr

Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

S,

How you rate
15 words: average 25 words: very good
20 words: good 30 or more: excellent.

23 IIII
il
-
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i
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“ [
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8 2 10 |12
L
12 |25 (20 |10 |4 21 |16 20
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1. One of two small masses of lymphatic tissue
situated at the back of the throat (6)
4. Large, long-tailed parrot (5)
6 & 9 Down. Island formerly known as Ceylon (3,5)
7. Greek hero, son of Zeus and Alcmene (8)
8. Lioness in Born Free (4)
1. Surname of the engineer, designer of the
Phantom Il Continental motor-car (5)
13.  Dried outer covering of nutmeg (4)
15. A cutting tooth (7)
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110SU| G| ‘e €1 ‘@dh0y || ‘BS|3 8 !SOINIIBH £ 1S 9 ‘MEIB 7 :|ISUO] | :SSOYIY
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16 & 18 Down. Austrian-bor tenor, composer of Old Ja1eal0 ‘pUBANY ‘BYSPIOQ ‘Xassns 15e3 Kauing ‘uebioue|n A3UIN
Chelsea (7,6) PIN ‘19510 ‘311ySuj0dUIT ‘ssauy}e) ‘|{emuio) ‘Kiiapuopuo
17— Greenaway, artist famous for her drawings ‘Ieap pue auA| ‘ybewiy ‘a11ysuoydweypop 1asIaWos JTINISOVA
of children (4) lopuyyied [d3ympiom
19. A shoulder-wrap (5) N ,ff9Z:9f91:GfW
21, Wading bird with a curved bl (4 Pty fH‘fl Lgf orl e et i
24. Voice between tenor and bass (8) 2=6 =8 D=L 1=9 '7=5 'I=¥ "W=€ 4=T 'M=1 'sse] ‘sBe ‘sbn ‘sbny ‘abny
25. See 3 Down piomapo) 1appe
26. French landscape painter, 1796-1875 (5)
27.  Public gambling room (6) 6|9 c|b e|v[8|L|S 8|G|c|L|6/E|V|9])
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2. David Copperfield's hero at Creakle's 9. See 6 Across 19, Small European herring (5) ¢|L|S|V[8|E[H|9]6 L|9]8]6|}|S|e|v|€
school (10) 10.  Plant with aromatic seeds used in 20. Member of a native American people vi€|H|Z]9]6]S|8|¢ 6/€|G|V|c /8|9 }|L
3 & 25 Across. Novel by Kingsley making cordials (5) who inhabited Mexico (5) 9/+|6[8|S|c|L|V|€ L|8]L]|9|€|6|S|c|V
Amis (5,3) 12. Tragedy by Shakepeare (10) 22, Musical instrument of the guitar S|c|8|€|P|[L]9]|6]} ¥|2|€|S[8|L]|}]|6]9
4, Surname of the writer of the “Pooh” 13.  The Muslim messiah (5) kind (5) Clv|L]|6[L]|9]2|S/8 S|6/9]|c|vIL|L]|E]8
books (5) 14.  Short-legged dog with a fox-like 23.  Surname of the commander of the piey fiseq
5. Coarser kind of cinnamon (6) head (5) 14th "forgotten” army of WWII (4) mjopns
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IN MEMORIA;I’- DEATHS
John Meredith PHILLIPS
Chambers Michelle Andrea

A much loved Husband,

Father and Grandfather.

Love is the way they wear
what they gave

and now they will always be

remembered.

Love Jennifer and Family

xxx

IN MEMORIAM
—

In loving memory of

Patricia Ann
Wrenn

Who passed away
5th February 1990.

Love from

Paul & Leesa
and grandson Jordan.
And all of your friends from
The Birches
XXX

Always in our Hearts and Minds.

IN MEMORIAM
—

CROSS

Maggie

8/2/92
A much loved Mum.
Always remembered.

Senitra, Roger, Francis, Hazel,
Julie and families

D.0.¢
FUNERAL
w DIRECTORS
——

Kindness

THANK
YOU

to the
shopper from
Malvern Road
for his
kindness on
Saturday
24th January.

Passed away suddenly at The Alexandra
Hospital on 10th January 2026.

A much loved Daughter, Sister and Mom.
Michelle will be greatly missed by all of her
family and friends.

A service to celebrate Michelle’s life will take
place at Redditch Crematorium
on Wednesday 18th February 2026
at 11.45am.

The Family have invited you to wear bright
colours please.

Donations, if desired, may be made to
The British Heart Foundation,

c/o Thomas Brothers
Birchfield House
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B97 5JF
Tel: 01527 547777
Thank you.

If you have a
message for a
loved one,
call our
team on

01527
58868§

i)

Act of such “ Huntleys Funeral Services

' Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

The Standard, Friday February 6, 2026

; Learn from yesterday,
‘: u P live for today,
_m 3 hope for tormorrow.
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MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
SERVICES E—
[
S 519 Evesham Road,
As Time Goes By 2 Sé Crabbs Cross,
YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN Y, \Z Redditch, B97 5JP

MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddltch co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tel\O] 527 550 700

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family
to care for your family

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH STUDLEY
01905783188 01527 852213

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

g family concern %%

WWW. c ;
emall admm(’thomasbrothers co. uk
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Where saying
goodbye means

everything”
Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,

contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 911

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

mortonsfunerals.co.uk

age they may be, is never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

J»'ﬁga -
Q "Tid T

DIRECTORS
—

Whatever the occasion, why not send
your loved ones a message....

Call our
team on

PAGE 35
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

)

Anonymous

oleces

R.L. Rea Funeral Directors Ltd

Create the perfect Funeral for your loved one

R L Rea Funeral Directors Ltd
Complete Funeral Directors and
Memorial Masons

* Independent Funeral Directors in Bromsgrove,
established in 1967
* 24 Hour Personal Service
s * Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plan with Perfect Choice.
* We offer a Professional, Friendly and Caring Service.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

T: 01527 831723
info@rlreafuneraldirectorslitd.co.uk
17 Rock Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 7LL

01527 588688
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

C39 BURFORD LANE, SPERNALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Spernall Lane to Shelfield Green Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 10 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 10 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Spernall Lane, B4089 (Village
Road, Henley Road, Alcester Road), Burford Lane and
vice versa. Access/egress to/from Upper Spernall
Farm Road will be via Spernall Lane whilst works
are in progress.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

STATION ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to install
LED lights.

Order Commences: 24 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 5 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: A46, Chadbury Bypass, Evesham
Road, Harvington Lane, Abbots Salford Road, Crest
Hill, Station Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM, Tel: 01785 338 990.

€99 MORTON BAGOT ROAD,

MAPPLEBOROUGH GREEN

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between
A4189 Henley Road and Hardwick Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works. 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 23 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 23 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: A4189 Henley Road, Hardwick
Lane and vice versa. Vehicular access & egress will
be maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

HYCONTROL LIMITED PENSION PLAN
(THE "PLAN")

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 27 OF THE
TRUSTEE ACT 1925

Notice is hereby given by the Trustees of the
Hycontrol Limited Pension Plan, pursuant to
section 27 of the Trustee Act 1925, that the
Trustees are in the process of winding u p the
Plan. Any person that believes that he or she has
a claim against, or entitlement to a pension or
any benefit from, or interest in the Plan is hereby
required to send particulars in writing within two
months of the date of publication of this notice of|
his or her claim or entitlement (together with full
name, present address, date of birth, National
Insurance Number, details of the period of
employment with any relevant employer
(including one or more of those listed below) to
which their claim relates (where appropriate)
and the full name of the Plan).

Details should be sent to: The Trustees of the
Hycontrol Limited Pension Plan, c/o XPS
Administration, | City Square, Leeds, LS| 2ES
You may have a claim if you were an employee
or former employee who was a member of the
Hycontrol Limited Pension Plan.

After the expiry of two months from the date of
publication of this notice, the Trustees will
proceed to wind-up the Plan and will distribute
the assets of the Plan among the persons entitled
to them, having regard only to those persons of
whose claims and entitlements they have notice.
The Trustees shall not, with regard to the Plan or
the Plan assets so distributed, be liable to any
person of whose claim they did not receive
notice within this two-month period. Any

MISCELLANEOUS
L

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

2 standard lamps 3
tulip shaped design

never used £20
each or 2 for £30
07929386821 (no
texts

SFT x 3ft stell trailer
with extras immac
condition £400 ono

07929386821 (no
texts

BABY cot wooden
with  sliding side,
ideal  spare  for
grandparents, no
mattress  £20  tel
07925170951

SQUARE cane table
with glass top 46 x
46 x S4cm £15 tel
07925170951

individuals who have already been d by
or on behalf of the Trustees about this matter
should not respond t o this notice as the Trustees
already have details of their claims and
entitlements.

The Trustees will remain responsible for the Plan
until this process is complete and you are

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 06 Feb 2026

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,

CA = Conservation Area, FP = Affects Footpath,

LB = Listed Building.

26/00065/FUL ADVSTD CA
Site: 3 - 4 The Square, Alvechurch, Worcestershire
B48 7LA.

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

! to liaise with the Trustees via XPS
(using the contact details above) should you have
any queries in relation to this notice.

Issued on behalf of the Trustees of the Hycontrol
Limited Pension Plan.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

DESMOND JOHN ELMES
Deceased

Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a_claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
36 Yvonne Road, Redditch, B97
SHP, who died on 06/07/2024,
must send written details to
the address  below
07/04/2026, after which the
Estate will be distributed with
regard only to claims and
interests notified.
Kingsguard Legal, 33 New
Road, Stourbridge, DY8 PA.
Ref:JH/9104

Proposal: Change of use from 2 bed
flat at first floor to Class E (office) and erection

of external stair for access.

26/00029/FUL CA
Site: Ground Floor, 67 High Street, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire B61 8AQ.

Proposal: Change of use of premises use class E
(current use) to use class F1-a (education centre),
new signage, a/c units, internal alterations, and all
associated works.

26/00030/LBC LB CA
Site: Ground Floor, 67 High Street, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire B61 8AQ.

Proposal: Change of use of premises from class E
to class F1-a (education centre), new signage,
installation of a/c units, internal alterations, and
associated works.

25/01429/FUL FP
Site: Crowfields Farm, Fockbury Road, Dodford,
Worcestershire B61 9AW.

Proposal: Construction of dwelling to replace
existing barn approved for residential conversion

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GEOFFREY WALKER
Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
Pink Green Hill Farm, Wapping
Lane, Beoley, Redditch, B98
9ER, who died on 28/05/2020,
must send written details
to the address below by
07/04/2026, after which the
Estate will be distributed with
regard only to clims and

interests notified.

Helen Webster clo

Irwin Mitchell LLP,

4 Wellington Place,

Leeds, LS| 4BZ.

Ref: HW/05373994-00000002

Application forms and plans may be
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.
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DYSON upright dc07
vacuum cleaner £25
tel 07925170951

BRAND new carpet
brown / gold / cream
fleck 182cm x 238cm
/6ft x 7ft 10” £15 ono
07738740038

KIDNEY shaped
dressing table with
mirrors, curtains
and stool excellent
condition £75 07743
929558

NESCAFE coffee
machine with pods
£20 07743 929558

MAMAS & papas,
large rocking
horse on wooden
frame. very good
condition (collection
only) £50.00. tel:
07934132759

ROLAND cartier
leather shoes with
mesh inserts, peep
toe, stiletto heel,
colour pewter, size 8.
still in box.worn once
indoors.excellent
condition.  original
cost was £65.00. will
accept £20.00. tele:
07934132759

CHROME bathroom
accessory set, towel
bar, toilet roll holder,

2 beaker holders.
very good clean
condition. £8.00. tel:
07934132759
WILLOW tree
demdaco “thank

you” plaque by susan

lordi. in original
box.  £8.00. tel:
07934132759

GENUINE australian
drizabone ladies wax
riding coat, shoulder

cape.  lightweight.
totally  waterproof.
perfect  condition

10-12.  £60. 07840
800965

MEN’S vintage raleigh
lighting bicycle.26ins
wheels, 10speed
trip computer £50
07749899724
INDIAN  chair
07719695685

£80

MISCELLANEOUS

L

RUSSELL hobbs
powerful  cylinder
vacuum hover,
700watts, with all
accessories, 15

meter stretched hose
in box, full working
order quick sale:
35 or nearest offer
_07305786467
NEW dimplex
700-1500 watt
electric radiator.
white. 3 heat
settings. economical.
manual. £40. 0121
430 3880
NEW beautiful gold
traditional victorian
style bath taps. never
fitted. cost a fortune.
£30. 07840 800965
RIDING body
protector, small
adult / large child,
blue washable outer.
crash helmet with
black / green silk. £8
each. 07840 800965
WHEELCHAIR in
vge little used £50.
Can deliver local
Kidderminster
07518902804

MUSICAL
EQUIPMENT
—

GUITARS
BROUGHT FOR
CASH

Best prices paid for electric
and acoustic

Most things considered
(no student or beginners
models)

Also full guitar repair &
set up service available

CALL ANDY ON

07932 074096
andijay200| @yahoo.co.uk

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Callor text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 291 643

e

Advertise them in

Observer

T (MAX 15 WORDS)

"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com
i

1. |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500)
1 Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

ETHING TO

ELL

|Paid for Boxed Ad (Iltems of any valug)

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less —its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in
a boxed advertisement

1
1 1 -
1 | for just
' l £5.75 i
I Tel: I « 4 I (inc Vat)
| Details (Not for Publication): 1
1 M/Mrs/Ms Initial Surname | ] PIECE
I Address 1
I SUITE
: Postcode : brown leather,
p e Mobile i perf'ef:t
} Emai: 1 condition
I I enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £, | as new

1 or alternatively

¥ please debit my card for £ isa/

: Credit Card Number

£550

Start:

1 Exp:

1 Sec No: (Last 3 digits)

I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East,
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to

Issue No. (if

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

1

1

B g

I can deliver

1 Telephone

: 10234 567890
1

1 (£5.75 incVAT example
- boxed advertisement)
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY TO LET
| .

DECORATING &
PAINTING
.

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL
UNIT
for Sub-let, Howard Road, Redditch
* Available ASAP « Loading access
* High ceilings * Storage Space
* Parking front and rear of building
» (ffice space negotiable
* 5,340sq ft unit.

Great for storage, logistics,
or manufacturing.

Contact 07920 098398

for more information

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—

4\\ My Ci Iean Gutters

¢ Freephone: []Blll] 01063373
Birmingham 0121 652 0374

Redditch: 01527 900 787
Moite: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

A

GARDENING

C&M Decorators

Father and Son * Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

DECORATING &
PAINTING
=

DA SMITH(
DEGORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

| L0784 589 655 - 01521 Ba6221
&

o0 5F

T iom EVPERT A AL e

SERVICES
—

JES

Garden Services

Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.

For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

Email:

h jamietaylor@jtstreeandgardens.com

KITCHENS
|~ .

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Kitchens &
Bathrooms
FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION
QUALITY KITCHENS

& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED
PLUMBING,

CARPENTRY, T
WORKTOP & DOOR
REPLACEMENT
(Supply ., suplonly or o)

LOCAL TRADESMAN
20YRS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB T0O SMALL
07971 684 353

LANDSCAPING

DA, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing * Conifers

Hedge Work
CLEARANCE

Gardens * Rubbish ¢ Sheds ¢ Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

LOGS PERSONAL
[ |
FOR SALE
Mainly Ash PERSONS
£120, £220, £390 would anyone
loads delivered knowing the
Builders bag of
log SU'E 1255 d ;I% gre ; whereabouts of
hCard, cash orl Mr Trevor
Ci equgﬁgxmen S Ravmﬂnd
Tel 07477 778536 Walker
or 07983 441818
e please contact
stk 01364 645 414

PLASTERING
——

SKIP HIRE
—

LC| PLASTERING
SERVICES

General Property
Maintenance

All Aspects of Plastering
30 Years Exp
Call Craig Berrows

0777 1875865

REMOVALS/
STORAGE
—

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

—

House moves local & long distance

Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads

House Clearances
ion of unwanted
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835
T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289

ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

ROOFING
—

No job too big or
10% OFF
and insured
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk

szTHEn’qGUARD
too small
All New EPDM Rubber
Written quotes
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
P Mobile: 07467159012
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
Fully guaranteed
IM Ha' m available
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
@ Office: 01521962 972
ROOFING
..

A&S SKIPS

A Division of WM@W&M& {Redditch) LTD

\ 2, 4 &7 yard skips
+ Skips with drop front doors guaranteed
0 Com‘

1Tel 01

VISA

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
commercial Sklp requirements

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

CaII 01 527 63644
Or visit us at:

www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

(L

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreat reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the rade.

* Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

LLS ROOFEF

JILDING

SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over

I5 years local roofing and

building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01327 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

4 WINTERFOLD

Gimod? PREFP +« PRE-PREP = NURSERY
BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

We currently have an opportunity at WINTERFOLD
HOUSE SCHOOL for a

SEND TEACHING
ASSISTANTS

(Fixed term appointments)

We seek qualified SEND Teaching Assistants (Level 3) to join
our team here at Winterfold House School to support pupils
with the opportunity to achieve their potential.
Monday to Friday (4 days a week 8.30 a.m. - 3.30 p.m. and
one day a week 8.30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m.), term time only.
Fixed term ends 31.08.34
Monday to Friday 8.30 a.m. - 3.30 p.m., term time only.
Fixed term ends 31.08.32.

Full details and application forms are available on the school
website: www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk
Closing date for all applications is
Friday 13 February 2026.

The School is ¢ itted to

feguarding and p

and young people.

Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening including
checks with past employers and the Disclosure Barring Service.

d ing the welfare of children

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

—ALSO -

Passenger
Assistants

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639
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The Standard, Friday February 6, 2026
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New Twingo set to launch

RENAULT is set to bring extra spark
to London this February, as the new
Renault Twingo E-Tech electric
makes its UK debut at rnlt London
Battersea, the brand’s innovative
concept store at the iconic Battersea
Power Station, from February 7-15.

Taking place within Renault’s recently-
opened immersive retail space on Battersea
Power Station’s Electric Boulevard, the occa-
sion will give visitors the exclusive opportuni-
ty to see the only example of the new Renault
Twingo E-Tech electric in the UK.

London Battersea is Renault’s first UK rnlt
concept store and provides an exciting snap-
shot of the brand’s all-electric line-up, culture
and lifestyle merchandise, in a prime retail
space of over 200 square metres at one of the
capital’s most loved destinations.

David Isherwood, Marketing Director,
Renault UK, said: “Twingo E-Tech electric is

built for the city, so there’s no better place for
its UK debut than Battersea.

“Our concept store is designed to immerse
visitors in Renault’s electric world, and this
event gives guests the chance to experience
Twingo up close.

The Renault Twingo’s UK debut marks
another milestone in Renault’s bold elec-
tric momentum, building on the success of
the Renault 4 E-Tech electric and Renault
5 E-Tech electric, which have helped cap-
ture imaginations with their blend of iconic
design, cutting-edge technology and everyday
usability.

With excitement already building around
the new Renault Twingo E-Tech electric,
those keen to get ahead of the queue when
orders open later this year can secure their
place with a Renault Twingo R Pass.

Priced at £100, it offers priority access to
ordering, plus exclusive benefits including
a miniature Twingo, a unique green Renault

key cover, and a dedicated concierge service. Renault
Twingo E-Tech electric is designed to be a true game-
changer in the A-segment, bringing a cheerful personal-
ity and compact city-friendly footprint together with
modern electric technology.

Targeting a starting price below £20,000, it aims to
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make electric mobility more accessi-
ble than ever, while offering a WLTP
range of up to 163 miles from its
LFP battery and a lively 60kW elec-
tric motor.

Twingo E-Tech electric also intro-
duces features typically seen in larg-
er segments, including One Pedal
driving and the availability of OpenR
Link with Google built-in, helping
make driving in and around cities
more enjoyable.

Visit www.renault.co.uk/electric-
vehicles/twingo-e-tech-electric.html
for more information.

THE VERY BEST
CARS & VANS

WE PAY MORE FOR LOW MILES,
LOW OWNER &
FULL SERVICE HISTORY

PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07381366064

HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately

Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313
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'l Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

- FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB
* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
* Tarmacadam * Brickwork * Turfing * Gravelling
* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing

All Work Guarante
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LANDSCAPING
Fencing = Slabbing = Conifers
ledge Worl

CLEARANCE
Gardens » Rubbish » Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped « Turfing = Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

7720407128006
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BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Spa go top with comfortable
Cribbs win despite late red

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: ROHAN Levy
scored and saw red as
Droitwich Spa cruised to a
4-0 home win against Cribbs
to move top of the table.

Levy completed the scoring
after goals from Charlie Tilley,
‘Will Dallaway and Josh Hurdman
put Spa in command at the King
George Playing Fields.

However, defender Levy
received a second yellow card
late on as the Saltmen finished
the game with 10-men.

Spa boss Andy Crowther cel-
ebrated his birthday with a
victory as Droitwich ended a
three-game winless run in all
competitions.

The result lifts Droitwich to
the top of the Hellenic League
Premier Division table, two
points clear of Roman Glass St
George.

And the three remaining clubs
in the play-off places all have
at least two games in on the
Saltmen.

The Saltmen made a fast start
as Tilley curled a shot narrowly
over the crossbar from distance
early on.

And Cribbs goalkeeper Aaron
Greatbanks then saved Cory
Rudd’s powerful effort from
range with Hurdman unable to
turn home the rebound.

However, Spa broke the dead-

lock on 14 minutes when Tilley
finished Jack Brighton’s cutback
after good work from Dallaway.

The home side created fur-
ther chances as James Baldwin
smashed over from the edge of
the penalty area.

And Reiss Taylor-Randle then
poked a shot wide from close
range when attempting to turn

home Dallaway’s low cross from
the left.

Droitwich deservedly doubled
their lead on 27 minutes when
Dallaway produced an emphatic
finish from Baldwin’s pass.

The away side’s only chance
of the first half saw Keiran
Clayton fire a free-kick well
wide of the target from a prom-

ising position.

Spa almost added a third goal
before the interval as Hurdman
saw his free-kick travel the
wrong side of the post.

And Brighton fired inches past
the post on the stroke of half
time as Spa went into the break
with a two-goal advantage.

Cribbs almost halved the defi-

cit early in the second half when
Greg Yarde shot wide from dis-
tance.

And Buster Reed’s powerful
effort also failed to trouble the
Spa goal as the visitors spurned
another chance to reduce the
deficit.

Taylor-Randle almost sealed
the points for Spa soon after as
Greatbanks made a fine stop to
keep Cribbs in the contest.

However, Hurdman extended
Droitwich’s lead from the result-
ing corner on 54 minutes with a
shot into the bottom corner on
the turn.

Spa continued to dominate
as Greatbanks denied Taylor-
Randle again before Hurdman’s
volley went inches over the
crossbar.

A stooping header from
Brighton failed to find the tar-
get before Levy turned home
Hurdman’s corner on 68 min-
utes to score his first senior
goal for the club and seal the
points.

However, Levy picked up a
second yellow card seven min-
utes from time but Spa com-
fortably saw out the remaining
minutes.

Droitwich are next in action
against Lydney Town on
Saturday, February 7 with kick-
off at 3pm at the King George
Playing Fields.

Rohan Levy scored his first
senior goal for Spa but later
received a second yellow card.
Picture by Mathew Mason.
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TYRES

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

Est 1988

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

MOT preparation and submission
for final MOT

I ® Cam belt replacement
SHERRLIC ® Clutch Replacement
@ General repairs
@ Welding
® Servicing
@ Insurance work welcome
@ Supply and fit all parts for all

makes & models

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



