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Parents praise staff who

‘saved our son’s life’

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

PARENTS from Ombersley have praised
staff at Worcestershire Royal Hospital
for ‘saving their little boy’s life’.

Zoe and Matthew Higgins rushed their
three-week-old son Thomas to hospital
when he quickly became seriously unwell,
following an infection before Christmas.

Thomas was admitted to the Riverbank
children’s ward, where he required ongo-
ing care, including support from a CPAP
(Continuous Positive Airway Pressure)
machine to deliver oxygen to help him
breathe.

Despite having to spend Christmas Day
in hospital while Thomas remained under
close observation, the Riverbank ward team
ensured the Higgins family were able to
share precious moments together during an
incredibly frightening time.

Zoe said: “Our other little one came to
visit, and we all had the most special day
we could.”

Matthew added: “We even had visits from
Father Christmas and presents at the end of
Thomas’ cot.”

However, just days later, Thomas’ condi-
tion worsened significantly and the hospi-
tal’s critical care team were called.

Zoe said: “They told us he might have to
be put in an induced coma and transferred
to the Birmingham Intensive Care Unit.”

Instead, ward staff tried further increas-

ing the pressure and oxygen percentage
delivered through the CPAP machine to
keep his airways open and support his life-
threatening breathing problems.

Thomas gradually began to improve and
was then able to come off the CPAP treat-
ment.

After several more days of monitoring,
he was finally discharged home with his
relieved and grateful parents.

Zoe said: “At our lowest point, the doctors
and nurses did absolutely everything they
could - not just to care for Thomas, but to
support us emotionally as well.

“The staff were amazing and I can’t thank
them enough.

“They saved my little boy’s life and we
will be forever grateful.”

Reflecting on their time in hospital over
Christmas, Matthew added: “The support
we received from the ward team kept us
going through such a difficult time.

“They saved Thomas’ life, kept us all
sane, and made sure our other son felt sup-
ported and involved.

“They have been amazing and are a real
credit to the NHS.”

The ward manager for the Riverbank
children’s ward at Worcestershire Royal
Hospital said: “Supporting both children
and their families to feel cared for during
incredibly difficult moments is at the heart
of what we do.

“We are delighted that Thomas made
such a good recovery and wish him and his
family all the very best for their future.”

Proud big brother Jack with Thomas. Picture by
Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust. s

Vehicles
damaged

POLICE are investigating after
a number of cars were dam-
aged in Droitwich over the
weekend.

All the incidents happened
over the weekend, between
Saturday night and Sunday
morning on Homestead, in the
Chawson area.

Officers are urging witnesses
or anyone with information
to come forward and get in
touch.

Insp Lisa Hornberger, for
Droitwich Safer Neighbourhood
Team (SNT), said: “We under-
stand the local community
are concerned after a spate
of criminal damage over the
weekend.

“SNT officers have been out
in the area today carrying out
their enquiries and have already
spoken to a number of people,
including the victims, but are
keen to hear from anyone else
who might be able to help.”

She urged witnesses or any-
one with CCTV, Ring doorbell
footage or information on the
incidents to call police on 101
or Crimestoppers on 0800 555
1170

Information can also be sent
to: droitwichwest.snt@west-
mercia.police.uk via email.
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New 110-home plan
sparks opposition

A PLANNING application has
been submitted for 110 homes in
Wythall.

Homebuilder Taylor Wimpey has out-
lined plans for a variety of new homes
with ‘extensive’ green public open space
on land west of Alcester Road.

Of the 110 proposed homes, 50 per
cent would be affordable, including
homes for social rent and shared owner-
ship properties.

The proposals also include new pub-
lic open spaces with two existing ponds
in the northern part of the site.

Stephen Swinscoe, Taylor Wimpey’s
strategic land regional director, said:
“We are grateful to everyone who took
part in our consultation in autumn
2025 and we considered all of the feed-
back we received during this process.
Proposals include a range of high-qual-
ity energy-efficient homes, providing
opportunities for home ownership for
first time buyers, second time buyers
and downsizers in a desirable and well-
connected location.”

This comes as Bromsgrove
District Council consulted on a draft
Development Strategy to control long-
term growth in the area from June to
October 2025. Wythall was earmarked
to take 1,295 houses across three sites

- and south of Houndsfield Lane land
east of Lea Green Lane and land south
of Station Road.

The influx of housing has caused out-
rage among villagers, with many saying
local infrastructure will not cope. It also
comes amidst calls from Bromsgrove
MP Bradley Thomas for the government
to reduce the housing target it set for
Bromsgrove district.

Mr Thomas met with Matthew
Pennycook, the Minister for Housing
and Planning alongside Bromsgrove
District Council leader, Coun Karen
May.
During the meeting, the MP claimed
it was unfair Bromsgrove’s housing tar-
get had increased when Birmingham’s
decreased by 31 per cent.

He also said the formula used to
decide the housing target was flawed.

“The Government’s affordability ratio
shows the relationship between local
house prices and jobs available in that
locality.

“However, this does not accurately
reflect the reality of districts such as
Bromsgrove, where many people com-
mute into major cities where there are
higher paying jobs.

“This puts upward pressure on
Bromsgrove house prices and makes
the local income figure artificially low

- both of which incorrectly drive up our
housing allocation.”

Mr Thomas said the meeting was his
last attempt to get the increase in house
numbers for Bromsgrove reversed. I'm
leaving no stone unturned in the fight to
save our precious green belt. Once it's
gone, it’s gone.

“I told him my constituents and I
aren’t NIMBYs.

“We all accept the need for new hous-
es, but not on the scale the government
is imposing on Bromsgrove.

Coun Adam Kent, who represents
Wythall on Worcestershire County
Council, has organised a public meeting
so people can discuss the development
sites earmarked for Wythall, develop a
strategy to deal with them and assess
the implications of a lack of infrastruc-
ture..

He said the event - at 7pm on March
19 - was also aimed at developing a
strategy for the public to deal with them
and understanding the implications of a
lack of infrastructure.

Mr Thomas will also be attending the
event and a venue will be confirmed at
a later date.

Visit the Bromsgrove planning portal
at: bromsgrove.gov.uk and use the ref-
erence number ‘25/01503/OUT’ to view
the full plans.

So much more than

Studley Christadelphians

Meet on Sundays at:

self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

PR EOVA T LGS
We can help you move house, build an extension or
start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200 ' '

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN eyo n

STUDLEY INFANT SCHOOL, (Off) HIGH STREET, STUDLEY, B80 7HJ.

And give you a warm invitation to our Bible Talks,
held at 1.30pm every Sunday Afternoon, God willing.

Future topics include:

Date Subject

15th February  Israel — Proof that God exists.
22nd February = What must I do to be saved?
1st March Birth of a Child.

8th March A firm foundation in uncertain
times.

19th April What the Bible says about Satan.
26th April Salvation is not for everyone.

Christadelphians (Brethren in Christ), are a body of individuals united by
their belief in the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. They do
not claim to have received any new revelation, but rather hold that the Old
and New Testament scriptures are sufficient to make a person ‘wise unto
salvation.” Affirming the divine authorship of the Bible, they reject any
interpretation that fails to reconcile with all the testimonies contained in the
Holy Scriptures. They believe in the personal, visible return of Jesus Christ
to the earth, where He will establish His Father's Kingdom and reign in
power and glory as King, throughout the entire world.

For further information, please visit: www.studleychristadelphians.org

-

For all your latest information on See
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices, page
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences, 30
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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There are concerns the Raven Hotel poses a risk to public safety.

Picture by Stuart Webb. s

Council

aiming

to rectifty hotel

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

ACTION is being planned against
the owmer of Droitwich’s former
Raven Hotel, to try and get the most
dangerous sections of the building
demolished as concerns grow about
its deteriorating condition.

Wychavon District Council is preparing
evidence to put before a court to request
an order requiring the owner to demolish
the non-historic parts of the building which
structural engineers have identified as unsta-
ble.

The building was badly damaged by fire
in August and structural surveys at the time
confirmed, while some of the oldest parts of
the building could potentially be saved, oth-
ers — those most at risk of collapse — needed
to be removed as soon as possible.

Public safety measures were put in place,
including closing the road at the front of the
property and installing metal fencing around
the site to create a buffer zone.

However Wychavon council claimed the
owner of the Raven had so far failed to carry
out demolition work.

The latest assessment by Wychavon's
building control team warned demolition
of the most dangerous sections was now
essential on safety grounds and the council

is preparing the evidence needed to support
a request to court, which will be made in the
next few weeks.

Discussions are continuing with partners
including Historic England, the Worcestershire
Building Preservation Trust, Droitwich Place
Board, Droitwich Town Council, Droitwich
Preservation Trust, Droitwich Civic Society
and The Raven Heartbeat Group, to try and
find a long-term solution.

It is the second time Wychavon has been
forced to take legal action over the former
Raven Hotel to protect the public.

In November 2024, the council was grant-
ed permission from a court to carry out
urgent safety work after sections of the roof
fell into the road. Efforts to recover the cost
of that work from the owner are ongoing.

Wychavon District Council leader, council-
lor Richard Morris, said: “It’s disappointing
we have once again got to step in to force
the owner to meet their most basic legal
responsibilities.

“We have given them every chance to
make the building safe but, typically, have
seen no action. We now have no option but
to go through the courts.

“Our priority is, and always will be, public
safety. If the owner won’t act, we will.

“I share residents’ frustrations we are in
this situation but we're determined to push
forward and work with our partners to find a
long-term solution which will deliver the best
outcome for the people of Droitwich Spa.”
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Ensembles assemble for gig

BROMSGROVE School is
holding a concert for a trio
of Midlands ensembles next
weekend.

Music lovers from across
the district are invited to
enjoy an evening of music
by Alcester Victoria Silver
Band, The Kidderminster
Valentines and the War-
wickshire and Coventry
Youth Brass Band.

The concert will be held
at Bromsgrove School’s
Routh Hall at 2pm tomor-

row (Saturday) and the pro-
gramme will feature pieces
selected from musicals, the
charts, classical and origi-
nal brass music.

Jane Richardson, chair-
man of the Warwickshire
and Coventry Youth Brass
Band, said: “This concert
is a wonderful example of
different ensembles com-
ing together to celebrate
music making across differ-
ent generations.

“Performing alongside

Alcester Victoria Silver
Band and the Kidderminster
Valentines, this is an exciting
opportunity for our young
players and a great experi-
ence for the audience.”

Admission to the concert
costs £13 for adults and
£7.50 for under-16s.

Visit the Bromsgrove
School box office at:
bromsgrove-school.co.uk/
boxoffice? or call 01527
579679 (extension 616) for
tickets and information.

New Branch Offer
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Sales » Lettings * Property Management ® Financial Services 01527 914 555
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SELL OR LET YOUR
HOME & PAY NO FEE!

Sell or let your home with confidence
using our exceptional full-service
package without paying a penny.

*Offer applies to the first 20 houses within B96, B97 & B98
postcodes. Terms and conditions apply.
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01527 914 555
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Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING
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New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,

Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Bloom contest
organisers tell
of rain problems

THE ORGANISERS of Astwood
Bank in Bloom have spoken
about the issues caused by the
constant rain.

Astwood Bank was last week
named as just one of three areas in
the UK where it has rained for more
than 43 consecutive days.

The statistic, along with the other
two areas - North Wyke in Devon
and Cardinham in Cornwall, were
revealed on social media by the Met
Office.

The forecaster said: “Feel like the
rain hasn’t stopped?

“For some places, it really hasn’t.”

It then listed the trio which were
three days ahead of the next high-

est consecutive-day rainfall
areas.

Sam Mulhall from Astwood
Bank in Bloom said: “The rain
is not letting up.

“We hit the national news
last year when we were the
hottest place in the UK during
a heatwave - it’s almost like
we have our own microcli-
mate here in Astwood Bank.”

She added Astwood Bank
Carnival took place last year,
during the heatwave and a lot
of people struggled with the
heat - especially youngsters
as the adults battled to find
them sufficient shade.

Sam added the extreme
weather affected the plants,

CHRISTMAS ANTIQUE

& VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 22ND FEBRUARY
ENTRY 9AM - 2PN

Sky Blue Sports Connexion Ryton on Dunsmore V8 3FL
Free parking & café - Entry £3, under 16 FREE
Dogs are welcome

Contact 07939 445024 wwwgifairs.co.uk

as well as the residents.

“It puts a lot of stress on the
plants - the leaves on some of
them are rotting and there is
a high risk to them.

“Astwood Bank in Bloom
started 10 years ago with
12 volunteers and we now
have more than 50 members,
although still a core number
of 12.

“Our work does depend
heavily on the weather - we
have so many outdoor activi-
ties, including planting out

the planters.”

Sam and, fellow in bloom
volunteer Alyson, have been
out and about recently, plan-
ning for the Astwood Bank
Open Gardens event which is
returning to the village for the
first time in three years.

The event is triennial and
also alternates between
Feckenham and Cookhill.

“The Open Gardens takes
place on June 13 and 14
and, ahead of that, myself and
Alyson have been visiting gar-
dens, checking out what they
will be offering and, equally
importantly, that they are safe
and secure places.

“It has been tough with all
this rain - we have just had
to put on our coats, grab our
umbrellas and get on with it.”

According to folklore, it is
said if it rains on St Swithin’s
Day, it is supposed to rain
for 40 days and nights - but
that is later on in the year on
July 15.

Anyone wanting to find out
more about Astwood Bank and
the events can visit astwood-
bankcg.co.uk or: facebook.
com/AstwoodBankCarnival

The Standard, Friday February 20, 2026

Millie, ten, Rosie, 15 months, and Imogen, five, are looking forward to hav-
ing an eggs-cellent time at the Tardebigge Big Breakfast in aid of Cancer
Research UK and the Primrose Hospice. Picture by Marcus Mingins
0726003MMR

An excellent start

THERE will be brilliant bacon, excellent
eggs and super sausages when this year’s
Tardebigge Big Breakfast returns from
8.30am to 11.30am on March 7.

The popular annual event, organised
in conjunction with the Bromsgrove
Farmers’ Club, will be held at Tardebigge
Village Hall.

The eggs-travaganza, along with a
tombola, will raise funds for Cancer
Research UK and the Primrose Hospice.
To date, £70,283.86 has been generated
for the two causes.

Every year, hundreds of people flock

to the event, including cyclists, runners,
hikers and others dropping in on their
way from A to B.

Helen Hirons, one of the event organ-
isers, said she was looking forward to
seeing as many people as possible.

“Please spread the word to family and
friends - we’d love to see you all there.

“Also, if you are not able to come but
would like to make a donation, please
send me a message.”

For more on the event, to donate tom-
bola prizes or contribute to the cause,
call Helen on 07976 573306.

The EDDIEbus
needs YOU!

drivers required

2,
B

The EDDIEbus is a Bromsgrove based Charity which was
established in 1985 and recently celebrated this year
40 years of service.

* Locks
* Hinges
* Mirrors
* Misted Glass

* Safety Glass

* Decorative Glass

* Cat Flaps in Glass

* Conversatory Repairs

* Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
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GLAZING A FRIENDLY, HONEST &

' & REPAIRS  RELIABLE SERVICE...
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Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

We are urgently looking for additional volunteer drivers to drive
the EDDIEbus.

The EDDIEbus takes groups of elderly people in the Bromsgrove
District for days out. The bus can be driven with a normal car
driving licence.

For details and more info contact

@& GEOFF on 07805 400180 or
ROBERT at theeddiebus@gmail.com
Website theeddiebus.org.uk

Everyday Drives for Disabled Independent and Elderly.

UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE

SUPPLIED
& FITTED,

French Doors
Back Doors

Patio Doors
Front Doors

YOUR OLD
U.P.\u.C. Composite Doors
WINDOWS Card payments accepted RY/AY:Y @

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.
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Bromsgrove’s Nailers Yard project will be getting a cash boost.
Picture by ONE Creative Environments. s

Town centre cash
is now nailed-on

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

THE NAILERS Yard develop-
ment in Bromsgrove has been
given a more-than-£2million
cash boost.

Some §2,425,000 of funding has
been secured from the Enterprise
Zone Regeneration Investment
Fund (EZRIF).

The Nailers Yard project is
intended to transform the former
Market Hall site into a new com-
mercial building offering office and
a ground-floor restaurant space
plus a rooftop food and drink out-
let.

At a Bromsgrove District Council
meeting in December, councillor
Charlie Hotham said the devel-
opment appeared to be turning
into Bromsgrove’s very own HS2,
describing it as ‘a vanity project
with a huge overspend’.

Bromsgrove council leader Coun
Karen May, at the time said the
§2.425million was expected to be
made available via Birmingham City
Council as Bromsgrove’s allocation
of funding from the now-defunct
Greater Birmingham and Solihull
local enterprise partnership (LEP).

Speaking after release of the
funds, Coun May said: “The Nailers
Yard project and the opportunities
it will bring for the residents, busi-
nesses and visitors to the town are
many, offering high-quality spaces,
not only to work but also socialise
in the heart of the town. Over £2
million in funding from the EZRIF
means that we are one step closer
to opening the doors.

“l am increasingly looking for-
ward to being able to welcome peo-
ple from far and wide into this new
space we've created for the benefit
of the town, the night economy and
local business.”

The cost for Nailers Yard was

estimated to be £10,399,000 in
2021 but, as of December, it was
estimated to be £15,004,552.

At December’s council meeting,
Coun May said the cost increase to
the Bromsgrove council taxpayer,
from the authority’s bank account,
was £165,000 as matters stand,
not §5,343,000, as Coun Hotham
suggested.

The EZRIF was designed to
ensure that all local authorities
in the former LEP’s region could
share in the success of the enter-
prise zone, and to stimulate devel-
opment, attract investment and
create jobs.

The project is a central part of
Bromsgrove’s wider regeneration
programme for the town centre.

The project is scheduled for com-
pletion in May.

See more on this story at
bromsgrovestandard.co.uk and
click the link there for more infor-
mation on the project.

Police federation treasurer
spent funds on own lifestyle

A FORMER West Mercia Police
Federation (WMPF) treasurer and
secretary from Droitwich has been
found guilty of 15 counts of fraud
after abusing his position.

Jamie Harrison, 55, was con-
victed over the misappropriation
of federation members’ funds and
abuse of hospitality.

A five-week trial at Hereford
Crown Court heard how Harrison
abused his role to misuse around
£13,500 of funds between 2012
and 2018.

Concerns were first raised to the
national Police Federation in June
2018.

Based on the allegations, the
federation commissioned auditors
to review the financial accounts
of the West Mercia branch and
Harrison was suspended from his
position as federation secretary
and treasurer.

His role in the organisation
meant he was responsible for pro-
tecting the financial interests of the
branch’s members.

The investigation identified
Harrison repeatedly abused his
position by using petty cash to
fund his personal spending on
food, alcohol and entertainment,
and used fellow officers’ member-
ship funds to pay for four-star hotel
stays, meals and family trips.

He abused his position again
by falsifying timesheets to receive
and accept pay for full working
shifts even though text messages
proved he was abroad watching
rugby and on holiday.

Fraudulent

More than 100 fraudulent finan-
cial claims were identified during
the course of the investigation.

Following the verdict, Det Supt
Tony Garner, who led the investi-
gation, said Harrison chose to act
for himself.

“He took advantage of the posi-
tion as treasurer and secretary
within the Police federation to use
member’s funds for his own gain,”

said Det Supt Garner. “This was a
betrayal of the trust placed in him
by the public and his colleagues.

“His actions amounted to crimi-
nal behaviour and an investigation
was carried out, without fear or
favour, as the public would rightly
expect.”

Victoria Norman, from the Crown
Prosecution Service, said: “As a
police officer and federation treas-
urer, Jamie Harrison was in a posi-
tion of considerable trust and was
expected to act with honesty and
integrity.

“Instead, he exploited his control
over WMPF’s finances for personal
gain and behaved in a thoroughly
dishonest way during the entire
eight years of his tenure.”

She added, Harrison had a ‘cav-
alier attitude’ to being caught and
called his actions ‘a total betrayal
of his colleagues, whose subscrip-
tions funded the Police federa-
tion’. Sentencing will take place at
Worcester Crown Court on March
25.
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Jail time after drugs found

A DROITWICH man
has been jailed after
trying to run from a car
containing a deodor-
ant tub full of drugs in
Tamworth.

Arben Lusha, aged
33, was jailed for two
years and nine months
at Stafford Crown
Court on Monday.

Lusha, pictured,
admitted possession
with intent to sup-
ply class A drugs:
cocaine, driving with-
out a licence and driving without
insurance.

Police stopped a silver Citroen
C4 on Christchurch Road in
Amington on November 20.

Lusha struggled with officers
and managed to get out of the car
before attempting to run off but he

was arrested and the
car was searched.

In total, 16 deals of
cocaine were discov-
ered concealed in a
tub, along with cash
and multiple mobile
phones.

Lusha later admitted
the offences in court
and, following his con-
viction, was ordered to
forfeit the drugs and
cash as part of his
sentence.

Supt Victoria Down-
ing, from Staffordshire Police’s
major and organised crime unit,
welcomed Lusha’s admission in
court and the custodial sentence.

She said: “Lusha knew what we
would find in the vehicle and his
attempt to evade officers demon-
strated his criminal activity.”

Our

vision

At Specsavers, we see hundreds of people each day
with serious eye conditions, such as cataracts or
glaucoma. But we know that for many getting the
right treatment isn't always straightforward. That’s
why, with the experts at Newmedica, who are part of
the Specsavers family, we're making accessing care
easy. Newmedica provide thousands of sight-saving,
life improving treatments each week for private
patients and those who choose them through the
NHS. With their help we're closer to our vision of
ending avoidable sight loss.

Visit specsavers.co.uk/

Specsavers

Eye Health Clinics | Surgical Centres
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The scheme has reduced waste across the town. s

CELEBRATING SUCCESS: A REUSE
scheme at the Redditch Household
Recycling Centre is celebrating success over
the past six months, diverting valuable items
from landfill while generating essential
funds for local charities.

The project, delivered through a col-
laboration between Worcestershire County
Council, Severn Waste Services, Primrose
Hospice and Family Support Centre, and
Age UK North Worcestershire, has already
made a significant positive impact.

As part of the scheme, a dedicated reuse
container has been installed at the Recycling
Centre, giving residents a convenient way
to donate good-quality items they no longer
need.

Instead of being thrown away, these dona-
tions are collected, sorted, and sold in char-
ity shops operated by Primrose Hospice and
Age UK North Worcestershire.

Coun Ian Cresswell, Worcestershire
County Council’s cabinet member for the

Vg primrose
q.‘ hospice

mmunity

Care Compassi

environment, said: “We are delighted this
partnership is working so well and the vol-
ume of materials being reused is testament
to the scheme’s success.

“As a result, we now have reuse contain-
ers at nine of our Household Recycling
Centres, all supporting local charities and
helping to divert materials out of the waste
stream and into charity shops.”

Amanda Allan, CEO of Age UK North
‘Worcestershire, added: “We are thrilled with
the success of this project.

“Not only are we reducing waste and
promoting sustainability but we’re also rais-
ing money to provide our important local
services and make a real difference for our
community.”

Ian McRoy, Primrose Hospice retail man-
ager said: “We really appreciate the support
from the council and Severn Waste Services
to make this collaboration possible.”

Visit letswasteless.com for more informa-
tion.
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Care demand
rise sparks call

for help

THE PRIMROSE Hospice is urging
people to help protect the future of its
care and services by considering leav-
ing a gift in their will.

Statistics show, last year alone, hos-
pices across the UK supported more than
310,000 people with life-limiting illness-
es

Demand for palliative care is expect to
rise by 25 per cent by 2048.

But, despite this, Hospice UK - which
represents hospices across the UK - said
59 per cent of people did not realise hos-
pice services were free each year and only
14.6 per cent of the care was funded by the
Govermnent.

The Primrose Hospice must raise
£1.95million each year so it can offer
its services to patients and their families
free.

Across the country, hospices want to
reach everyone who needs them, but finan-
cial pressures are holding many back.

One person benefiting from the
Primrose’s care was Jack, who received
support from the hospice before and after
his wife Amara died in 2024.

He said he understood just how essential
the services were.

“The best thing I ever did was take up
grief counselling.

“After the initial support fades, you're
still in the grip of grief - you need someone
who can help you process it.”

i 11ls

Through stories like Jack’s, the ‘This is
Hospice Care’ campaign shows how hos-
pices provide comfort, create moments
and support whole families.

The drive also illustrates how leaving a
gift in a will can help ensure this care is
there for future generations.

From pain management to birthday cel-
ebrations and bereavement counselling,
legacy gifts keep these services going.

Catherine Bosworth, director of Income
Generation and Grants at Hospice UK,
said: “Gifts in Wills are the lifeline keeping
hospices open.

“Someone receives hospice care every
hour that simply wouldn’t exist without
people choosing to leave a legacy.

“With funding pressures rising and
demand increasing, securing hospice care
for the future is vital.

“Leaving a gift in your Will doesn’t mean
parting with money today - anyone can
leave a legacy and gifts of any size make a
real difference.”

Gabrielle Grubb, fundraising manager
at Primrose Hospice, added: “At Primrose,
we're here for - and powered by - our com-
munity.

“Legacy gifts ensure vital support is
there not only for those receiving care, but
for the people around them too.”

Visit: primrosehospice.org/leaving-a-
gift-in-your-will/ for more on leaving a will
to the Primrose Hospice.

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886930

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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LEFT: Heritage
Managers Becky
Butler and
Catherine Finn
with Droitwich
Mayor Coun Chris
Bowden (centre)
at the re-opening
of Droitwich
Heritage Centre.
1 Picture by
Marcus Mingins
0626008MMR2

RIGHT: Becky
Butler with one of
the new displays
at the revamped
Droitwich
Heritage Centre.
0626008MMR3
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it e 2w e

Opening the doors on a heritage
centre ready for a new era

THE NEW-LOOK Droitwich
Spa Heritage Centre opened
last week following a three-year
revamp to improve the visi-
tor experience and expand the
museum’s offering.

Redevelopment plans began in
2023, shaped by community con-
sultation, followed a successful
application to Wychavon Council’s
Community Legacy Grant pro-
gramme.

Funding from Wychavon made it
possible to extend the centre into

the existing undercroft and recon-
figure the internal layout.

The project was delivered with
the support of local councillors,
volunteers, and professional part-
ners.

Thanks to the dedication of vol-
unteers, the centre was able to
remain open throughout most of
the works, closing fully for just
three weeks.

Heritage manager Rebecca
Butler said the revamp truly had
been a labour of love.

“From the very beginning, com-

munity feedback played a vital
role in shaping the new Heritage
Centre, and we are incredibly
grateful to Wychavon Council for
the funding that made this project
possible.”

She added she wanted to thank
the centre’s volunteers, council-
lors and project partners for their
dedication and hard work, which
allowed it to remain open for most
of the redevelopment.

And she said everyone was excit-
ed to welcome visitors into the
new space and looked forward to

continuing to refine it with their
feedback.

Mayor of Droitwich, Coun Chris
Bowden, who reopened the centre
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony,
said it was a pleasure and fan-
tastic to see the results of such a
carefully planned redevelopment.
“This project highlights the value
of community-led heritage and the
dedication of the volunteers and
partners involved.

“Thanks to the support of
‘Wychavon Council and the com-
mitment of everyone who contrib-

uted, the centre is now well placed
to continue educating and inspir-
ing residents and visitors for years
to come.”.

An official reopening event will
take place at the end of March,
following a short period of visitor
testing and feedback.

B Anyone wanting to be among the
first people to visit the Heritage
Centre can head there between
10am and 4pm, Monday to Friday,
and between 10am and 1.30pm on
Saturdays.

MUSICAL THEATRE. COMEDY & DRAMA. FILM & TV.

BOOK YOUR FREE SESSION AT PQACADEMY.COM
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Projects offer
the chance to
get creative

Groups of French students will be visiting in March and April. s

Providing a welcome

HOST families are being sought in
Bromsgrove, Redditch, Droitwich,
Northfield and Longbridge for visiting
groups of French students.

The first contingent will be visiting from
March 16 and staying until March 20 and
the second group will be here from April 13
to 16.

People will be financially rewarded for
their hospitality.

The students will be out all day, sightsee-

return to their hosts in the evening.

There is no need for people to be able
to speak French and the trips offer all par-
ties the chance to share language, food and
culture.

Host families need to be within a com-
mutable driving distance of Bromsgrove or
Longbridge.

Anyone interested in finding out more can
email Lisa Mistry at: l.mistry@aol.co.uk or
call, text or WhatsApp 07702 504495.

ing and taking in the local cultures and will

REDISCOVER North EastWorcestershirehhas
announced submissions are open for three
projects in Redditch and Bromsgrove.

Wagons roll, Awe and Wander, and Gateway
to Nature make up the ‘Sharing Stories’ element
of Sharing Stories, Shaping Futures.

Each project is specifically designed to be
suited to a branch of the arts.

The successful applicants will work with
ReNEW from May 2026 until September 2027,
with the aim of creating tangible outcomes,
delivering skills workshops for young people
and contributing to the development of appren-
tices.

ReNEW’s core aims are to develop young
creatives into confident industry professionals,
build the resilience of the local cultural sector
and bolster connection in local communities
through the power of the arts.

Redditch Borough Council’s portfolio holder
for leisure and recreation, Coun Juliet Barker
Smith, said: “These projects are brilliant oppor-
tunities to celebrate Redditch’s proud heritage
as part of the ReNEW programme.

“Giving local young people the chance to work
with established arts professionals to shape
something new and exciting.”

Bromsgrove District Council’s cabinet mem-
ber for health and wellbeing, Coun Shirley
Webb, said: “Bromsgrove’s heritage is wonder-
fully diverse, and the ‘Sharing Stories’ projects
will allow us to do exactly that - share those
stories.

“I can’t wait to see how the successful provid-

ers bring these projects to llfe with their exper-
tise and passion for the arts.”

Chair of the Cultural Compact for North
East Worcestershire, Petro Nicolaides, said:
“It’s not just about performance though - it's
about increasing pride, bringing together com-
munities, and nurturing young new talent in the
creative sector.

“The project team and I can’t wait to see the
creative magic that emerges.”

Wagons Roll celebrates local people through
performing arts, inspired by the rich heritage,
stories, and legacy of the Showmen of Redditch,
whose vibrant fairground traditions have shaped
local culture since the late 19th century.

This strand will pay tribute to the spirit, art-
istry and resilience of the Showman community
and celebrate the importance of this legacy.

Gateway to Nature invites local people to
share their stories and experiences of connec-
tion with the local environment, enabling the
successful Visual Arts Prov1der/s to support
creative activity that will inform the future iden-
tity of the National Trust’s proposed ‘8 Hills’
Regional Park.

Awe and Wander is designed to connect local
communities with green spaces, focusing on
underrepresented neighbourhoods.

The project will use digital creativity, storytell-
ing, and participatory activity to position local
people to experience local nature in ways that
are accessible, meaningful and engaging.

Visit redditchbe.gov.uk/SharingStoriesTenders
for more information.

WHAT’S ON AT ARTRIX

Whether you're stepping into spring with fresh goals or simply looking for something

events, these are our volunteers’ top picks, and tickets are selling fast!

LIVE MUSIC: -
27™ FEB: ABBA GOLD

28™ FEB: THAT BRITPOP BAND

6" MARCH: BEATLEMANIA Ly

7™ MARCH: NEARLY DAN - THE SOUND OF STEELY DAN = 4
15" MARCH: THE SPICE PARTY - 30 YEARS OF THE SPICEGIRLS 3
19™ MARCH: TINA TURNER EXPERIENCE

20"™ MARCH: FLEETWOOD UNCHAINED

215" MARCH:

28TH MARCH: THE ARMED MAN - BARNT GREEN CHORAL

2P APRIL: SMOOTH CRIMINAL - MICHAEL JACKSON EXPERIENCE
4™ APRIL: ELECTRIK LIVE ORCHESTRA

9™ APRIL: K-POP SUPERSTARS

10™ APRIL: THE RADIOHEAD PROJECT

11™ APRIL: THE ANNIE LENNOX & EURYTHMICS SHOW

12™ APRIL: SHANIA TWAIN - BY SHANIA LIVE

17™ APRIL: ONE NIGHT OF ADELE - NAOMI JOHNSON

23%P L:

2"° MAY: GIVE ME THE NIGHT (GEORGE BENSON TRIBUTE)
3®> MAY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIBUTE

4™ MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON SINGS CAROLE KING
8™ MAY: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS

9™ MAY: OASISH

14™ MAY: ELTON’S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD

EVENT CINEMA:
2> MARCH: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: THE AUDIENCE
3* MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: GISELLE
315" MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED
20™ APRIL: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: ALL MY SONS
21ST APRIL: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE
: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEGIN
28"* MAY: NT LIVE LIVE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
25™ JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MON: (6-8PM), WED: 10AM-12PM, SAT: 10AM-12PM

VOLUNTEER WITH US!

WE’RE ALWAYS LOOK FOR FRESH

FACES TO JOIN THE TEAM!

EMAIL: VOLUNTEER@ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK
FOR MORE INFO!

&S

PLAYBOY O -

“ WESTERN WORLD

book online a

artrixbromsgrove.co.uk/zumba

9.30am Manday; s!artmg 23rd February
5 week block - £32.50 (£6.50 per week)

“ELTON'S SON:
BEYOND THE
'YELLOW BRICK

. 14TH MAY 2026
-DOORS 19:00 | STARTS 19:

./
'ARTRIX

SCHOOL
MUSICAL

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THE
OF THE ARTRIX YOUTH THEATRE PROGRAM
ARE YOU AGED 12-18?

ALWAYS WANTED TO BE PART OF A
MUSICAL PRODUCTION?

STARTS SATURDAY 28TH FEB,
REHEARSALS EVERY SATURDAY 2PM-

ARTRIX
YOUTH THEATRE

MORE INFO

‘\ & SIGNUP

youththeatre@artrixbromsgrove.co.uk
artrixbromsgrove.co.uk/youth-theatre
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Citizen

award

‘is an honour’

A REFUGEE who settled in
Bromsgrove after fleeing war-torn
Syria said he was ‘honoured’ to have
been awarded British Citizenship.

Mazen Salmou was presented with
his new-found status by Worcestershire
Deputy Lieutenant Nicholas Wentworth-
Stanley during a special ceremony.

Maz was a well-known TV presenter
in Damascus but had to flee for his own
safety, using a United Nations resettle-
ment programme to escape the regime.

From the moment he arrived, Maz
completely immersed himself in the
Bromsgrove community, getting involved
in local projects and buying into the
British way of life.

During the Covid pandemic, he col-
lected and delivered shopping and medica-
tion to older people and the vulnerable who
were forced to isolate.

In recognition of his volunteering, Great
‘Western Railway named a train after him.

Maz said being awarded citizenship wasn’t
just an administrative process.

“It felt like an affirmation of my belonging
to a system of values I have come to know
closely throughout the years I have spent in
this country, values present in daily interac-
tions, in respect for individuals, and in the
high level of professionalism that character-
ises public institutions.”

“Citizenship here is not a fleeting emotional
moment, but a mutual recognition - the state
recognises you as a citizen and you recognise
it as a framework that upholds justice, rights
and responsibilities.

“It is an experience that confirms that a
nation’s true strength is measured not only
by its power or resources, but by the values it
commits to and by its ability to turn those val-

ues into a tangible reality in people’s lives.
“And so, I say this calmly and with con-

When Maz arrived, he spoke no English
and had no money and was supported by
Bromsgrove and Redditch Welcomes
Refugees (BRWR).

He has maintained a strong friendship with
the charity and is currently studying a PhD
in media and journalism at the film and TV
department at Reading University.

BRWR chair Yvonne Rendell said everyone
was delighted for Maz, adding: “Maz is a
lovely man whose determination to make a
really positive contribution to the UK and to
integrate into our culture and communities,
makes him a marvellous example of how
those seeking sanctuary can be a huge asset
to our country.”

Maz Salmou has become a British citi-
zen. Picture by BRWR. s
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SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

Longbriclge
' adding & Roollng L1d
N o San s vt

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

% Lunchtime Specials and

" Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with CHOICE OF
comfort, quality, and a personal touch BACKHEIGHY
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. GHUIGE OF

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very

¢“Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and installation. and Good prices -
Five Star Service! ] what more could

Fantastic you ask for!>®

Products!”’ (CB August 2025)
(L.H. Sept 2025)

starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery

reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

"'_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
' Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

it
facebook

. 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk
I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
SALE THROUGHOUT STORE

Your Local Famlly-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

=
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@0 /46" | &
DIVAN SET
M PACKAGE

S LUXURIOUS
— HANDCRAFTED
= BESPOKE BEDS
& MATTRESSES

" RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE
IN STORE

King size for the price HYPNOS WINTER SALE

of a double :

KING SIZE FO F ADOUI
SUPER A

3 + 2 RECLINING SOFAS
WAS £4495 NOW £995

« ]zé‘k’ OKE UK MADE SUITES SOFAS & cHAms
o A IR CUSTOM SIZES AVAILABLE TO ORDER | NEW MANGO LIVING ROOM RANGE IN STORE IN STORE

oW Devonshire| O — —
Buoya np‘ Sﬁe‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁt Living AD\;”
from here %\% L E) V .
- s Hone oy Pt . ; Ihrrxsé)‘njgpml\@
10 here %‘p ¢ L British Craf(smanshlp

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8S8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk
WHY CHOOSE US ?
=3 FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
%€ FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
<5 DISPOSAL AVAILABLE odle 5% %% %% GOOGLE REVIEWS

f
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Owners urged
to check their
pet licences

OWNERS of pet monkeys, lemurs,
chimpanzees and other primates in
Bromsgrove, Redditch and Droitwich
are being urged to get their animals
licensed before new rules come into
force.

From April 6 this year, anyone in England
who owns a primate without a licence will
be committing a criminal offence, which can
include up to six-month in prison, an unlim-
ited fine, or both.

A Dangerous Wild Animal Licence may
also be needed if primate owners don’t
already have one in place.

The new licensing requirements are being
introduced as part of the Animal Welfare
(Primate Licences) (England) Regulations
2024 which aims to significantly boost wel-
fare standards for primates kept as pets.

In order to get a licence, owners will have
to prove they are meeting zoo-level welfare
standards, such as building the right size
enclosure for them, providing the right
diet and proving the primate is free from
pain, injury and suffering. Licences will last
three years with inspections carried out by a
licensing officer along with a specialist vet
or zookeeper.

The Government estimates up to 5,000
primates may currently be kept as pets in
homes across England.

‘Worcestershire Regulatory Services (WRS)
will be carrying out the inspections on behalf
of Bromsgrove District Council, Redditch

Borough Council and Wychavon District
Council.

The shared public service is funded by
the six district councils in Worcestershire
and provides licensing functions across the
county.

Bromsgrove District Councillor Kit Taylor,
whose portfolio covers WRS, said: “We
wanted to give people wanting to own a pri-
mate as a pet plenty of time to meet the high
standards set by these new licensing rules
before they come into effect.”

Redditch Borough Councillor Jane
Spilsbury, who covers WRS, said: “Primates
have high-level needs so it is important these
rules are put in place to guard their welfare.

“Please make sure you obtain a licence
before the new rules come into force.”

Coun Rick Deller, Wychavon’s Executive
Board Member for Housing, regulatory and
customer services, urged primate owners
to apply for the licences and said: “These
animals have complex needs and it’s right
to ensure we're doing everything we can to
safeguard their welfare.”

Visit: worcsregservices.gov.uk for more
information on the new licensing process
and the application form which is available
by heading to the website and searching for
‘Primate Keeper Licences’.

Anyone who knows of someone who owns
a primate in the Worcestershire area can
contact WRS on 01905 822799 or email:
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk to raise
awareness.

five other vehicles. s

The Alvechurch FC minibus was recovered from this unit in Willenhall, along with
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Club’s minibus found

THE ALVECHURCH FC minibus which was
stolen last week as the team played a league
match at Tamworth FC has been found.

Police in Wolverhampton discovered the
vehicle while they swooped on - and arrested
- gang members in Willenhall.

Unfortunately the club are unable to get it
back until forensic officers have completed
their investigations.

Alvechurch FC said on social media: “We
don’t know exactly what state it’s in yet but
it’s back.”

The club thanked everyone who shared the
appeal. The unit on Watery Lane, where the
minibus was found, was searched by West
Midlands Police officers who recovered six
vehicles - the Alvechurch FC minibus, along
with others stolen from Wolverhampton,
Dudley, Walsall and Birmingham.

Various car parts were also located at the
premises with these and the vehicles being
seized for further examinations and testing.

Five men at a property were arrested on
suspicion of a number of matters, including
handling stolen goods, burglary and criminal
damage.

DetInsp Lee Medlam from Wolverhampton’s
Priority Crime Team said: “Each vehicle was
in a different state or awaiting dismantling.

“But we have been able to notify their own-
ers that they have been located.

“Vehicle crime is a priority for us and
we will act to deter and disrupt those how
seek to take others property for their own
profit.”

The men aged 67, 46, 40, 34 and 33 have
been released on police bail as investigations
continue.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk

14

s
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EIBUILDLAND

The Building & Landscaping DIY Centre
CAN'T MATCH
YOUR BRICKS WE CA N!

v Expert Brick Matching Available
v’ Trade & Public Welcome

Pane|

7 fom£29.95 { | |

] Concrete Slotted
Post from £14.45

Concrete Gravel ;=

We provide a full delivery service with the aim to meet customer requirements as efficiently as possible, typically
delivering building materials from stock. We offer an all-day delivery service between 7:30am and 5:00pm.
For the next delivery date available, please call our sales team. ALL PRICES SHOWN ARE + VAT

Head Office: Buildland Ltd, Oxleasow Road, Redditch,
East Moons Moat, Worcestershire, B98 ORE
Tel: 01527 519 444

! i Open to the public and trade 7 Days a Week: Mon-Sat: 7:30am — 4:30pm. Sun: 10:00am — 2:00pm %
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Busy period has brought
some Important votes

RECENT weeks in Parliament
have seen a number of sig-
nificant debates and votes, par-
ticularly on national security,
government accountability and
the cost pressures facing house-
holds. A

Westminster Diary

I voted against the Government
handing over the Chagos Islands,
which raises serious concerns about
the UK’s national security and inter-
national standing. It will also cost the
British taxpayer billions of pounds.

This is a sensitive and strategically
important issue, and decisions of this
scale must be handled with care and
proper scrutiny.

Further information has come to
light in recent days, questioning the
basis upon which this decision was
made, and the opposition will continue
to hold the Government to account.

Talso voted against the Government’s
decision to allow Reform-led
Worcestershire County Council to
increase Council Tax by nine per cent
- without needing to hold a referen-
dum.

At a time when many families are
already facing rising costs such large
increases place further strain on
household finances. I know local resi-
dents will want assurances about what
improvements will come from this
extra money.

This month, the Conservative oppo-
sition tabled a Humble Address motion
in the House of Commons, which placed
a requirement on the Government
to release documents relating to the
appointment of Lord Mandelson as our

Nigel Huddleston MP writes
for The Standard
Ambassador in Washington.

These motions exist to ensure
Parliament can properly scrutinise
decisions taken at the highest levels
of government and it is important that
the Government now complies fully
with the request.

In my capacity as Shadow Secretary
of State for Culture, Media and Sport,
I also spoke in a debate on the future
of the BBC Charter, following the pub-
lication of the Government’s Green
Paper in December.

The BBC is one of our most respect-
ed national institutions and a trusted
global brand, but its long-term future
depends on meeting its Charter obliga-
tions, particularly around impartiality.
Maintaining public trust is essential if
the BBC is to continue delivering the
services audiences value most.

I have also spent time in my shadow
ministerial role engaging with key
stakeholders in the sports, arts, cul-
ture, creative industries and tourism
sectors.

Many businesses have still not fully
recovered from the pandemic and are
struggling with recent government tax
policies, but they are major employ-
ers across the country - including in
Worcestershire.

Nigel Huddleston MP
MP for Droitwich and Evesham
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First AGM for
arts organisation

THE FIRST annual general meet-
ing of Droitwich Arts Network as
a Community Interest Company
has been held at the Old Cock Inn
- the group’s new venue.

In his chairman’s report, Rhys Jones
thanked the committee for its support
and enthusiasm during 2025.

In particular, he mentioned Wendy
Simmons and Derek Webster who will
continue with many of their activities
but wish to step off the committee.

Rhys presented them with gifts in
recognition of their significant contri-
bution to Droitwich Arts Network over
a number of years.

The three officers - chairman Rhys
Jones, secretary Rosie Philpott and
honorary treasurer Nicola Giles - were
elected as directors of the company.

After more than two years in St
Andrews Square, the Hub closed.

Droitwich Arts Network has secured
an area in Droitwich Library until the
end of 2026.

The group said, with an average of
400 visitors every day, many people
would see the banner.

A rolling presentation lasting about20 minutes
is usually running on a large screen showing
many of the members’ activities.

Once the formal AGM had finished, members
enjoyed a hot buffet and entertainmentpro-
vided by local singer Hannah King.Additional
InformationDroitwich Arts Network (DAN) is a
“not for profit” Community Interest Company
thatadvocates and champions all forms of art in
the Droitwich area.

This includes visual arts,performing arts, pho-

tography, media, written, music and crafts.

The network provides opportunities for art-
ists to display or perform their work, and for
thepublic to participate in various projects and
events. Members are drawn from a wide areain-
cluding Redditch, Birmingham, Bromsgrove,
and Worcester.

Derek Webster with chairman Rhys Jones
and Wendy Simmons at the Droitwich
Arts Network AGM. s
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &
>> GABLE RECYCLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk

Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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3 COURSE CARVERY £10

(If paying by cash - £11 card)
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Our tTantastic 3 O«
until t end of the month.

WEEK EXTENSION

~

We have been busier than ever this last month and we would like to thank each and
everyone of you for the support and custom.

s - - o

are valid AMANR.Cat 19nm 9 nm Enm_Qnm
Offers valid - Mon-Sat 12pm-2pm 5pm-8pm

Please note our new menu with new deals starts Monday 2nd March.
FISH AND CHIP FRIDAY ONLY £10.95
Don’t forget our famous sunday carvery!

The Fox Inn, Lower Chaddesley, Kidderminster, DY10 4QN
01562 777247 | thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk
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Kamil Novak is
banned from
entering, or being in
specific locations in
the town. s

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@
bullivantmedia.com

A MAN who failed to
comply with a Public
Space Protection Order
(PSPO) in Redditch
town centre has been
given a three-year crim-
inal behaviour order
(CBO).

Kamil Novak, 29, of
Salters Lane, Redditch is
banned from parts of the
town until February 9, 2029,
after receiving the order at
Worcester Magistrates Court
last week.

Novak’s banincludes enter-
ing Trafford Retail Park or
being within the boundaries
and car parks of the retail

park; being on Unicorn Hill;
entering Tesco, including the
filling station on Coldfield
Drive; entering B&Q; and
having an open vessel of
alcohol in public unless in
an area where alcohol con-
sumption is permitted.

Novak was ordered to pay
a §240 fine, costs of £85 and
a victim surcharge of £48
after he was found guilty of
two counts of failing to com-
ply with a PSPO in Redditch
on March 20 and July 9.

Sgt Katie Ward, of Redditch
town centre team, said:
“Working with our partners
at Redditch Borough Council,
we introduced a public space
protection order (PSPO) in
the town centre in 2024, for
three years.”

She she the order helps
prevent the actions of people

Order bans
man from
" specified

Redditch
locations

who cause anti-social behav-
iour (ASB)

“We said we would enforce
the PSPO,” said Sgt Ward.
“As a result of action taken,
we are pleased to get this
CBO for Novak, which will
help us to protect the public
from his ASB, that has no
doubt upset those who live
and work in Redditch.”

Redditch Borough Council
member for community
services and safeguarding
responsibilities, councillor
Monica Stringfellow, said:
“This is why the borough
council authorised the town
centre PSPO: to give our
partners the tools they need
to keep Redditch safe.”

Anyone who sees Novak
breaching his CBO terms
should contact police at orlo.
uk/9rseg or by calling 101.
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Enriching the
lives of the

older generation

Set in the heart of
Droitwich Spa with
beautiful landscaped
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homely interiors,

residents enjoy enticing
mealtimes and an inspiring
programme of activities.

T: 01905 772 710 A: Blackfriars Avenue, Droitwich Spa, WR9 8DR
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Goodbye

Sadly most of us will experience losing a loved one An increasing number of people now pay for their
in our lifetime and, at some point, contemplate the funeral in advance and make all the necessary
time when we leave this earth ourselves. arrangements and decisions before the day comes.
This tends to comfort them, knowing it will
relieve their grieving family of the worry and
responsibility of organising a funeral. If
this sounds like something you would
like to do, contact your local funeral
director today and also arrange to see
your solicitor. Everybody, no matter -
how much or little you think you :
Death and loss is something that is experienced, have, should have a will.
discussed and thought of frequently, but rarely is
the information you may need available when the
difficult time comes - nor is it provided in one
place.

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and
whatever age they may be, is never easy and
effects different people in different ways. But
there are people and companies just a visit or
phone call away who can offer guidance — whether
it be with arranging the funeral itself or helping
you come to terms with what has happened.

No-one will ever have all the answers to
this complex and painful issue but we
hope these pages will make
this difficult time a little
We have put together this feature including easier.

contact information for our local funeral directors,

details of how to arrange a funeral and what steps

to take when someone dies.

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+ ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

“A family concern

f:é . o B = [ FuneraL |
ers.co.uk

.y
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James Giles

and Sons Litd

Est.1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family"
to care for your family

www.jamesgllesandsonsltd co.uk

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY PRE-PAID

FUNERAL PLANS

01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE

KIDD MINSTER

%AUNTS

0 KIDDERMINSTER

THE FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Caring for families for over 125 years.

Since 1900 The Gaunt Family have been providing a first-class
Funeral Service. The multi award winning Funeral Directors have
Funeral Homes across the Black Country

and Worcestershire. For a full non-obligational quote, please

Services including: . o
Wiy Brshatan] Sesies speak to one of our Funeral Directors

* Bespoke Funeral Arrangements in Kidderminster on 01562 541 062
e Local Direct Cremations

¢ Exclusive Modern Funeral Homes & Vehicles or in St()lll‘pOl‘t on 01299 879 090
¢ Complimentary Bereavement Counselling or email

e Memorials Stones P . .
« Floristry info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk

¢ Pre Paid Funeral Plans
[SALF] - §E!,E(:TED
= és® O
[ R
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1 Lupin Works, Worcester Road, Kidderminster, DY10 1JR. T: 01562 541062
107 The Birches, Stourport on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 9NR. T: 01299 879090
E: info@gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk W: www.gauntsofkidderminster.co.uk
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WI‘ iting a Will Where there’s a will

Good
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TO SAY

ye

It’s something many of us don’t like
talking about and most of us will ‘put
of’ as we’re not at ‘that’ stage in life
yet. However, regardless of age or the
state of our personal circumstances, if
you care about what happens to your
property after you die, you should
make a will. Without one, the State
directs who inherits your belongings,
so your friends, favourite charities
and relatives may get nothing.
According to The Law Society only
one in three adults in Britain have
made a will. This often leads to
unnecessary financial hardship for
many families when it is discovered
that no will has been left by a recently
deceased family member or that they
simply can’t find it.

do actually own, your ‘estate’ may
become actually quite valuable.
Especially if you own your home, add
all your belongi your car, jewellery,
any insurance policies and saving
accounts you may have etc. You may
actually realise that you are far more
affluent than you realise and I'm sure
you’d prefer it to be you, rather than
the state, who decides where all this
goes.

Without a will, the intestacy rules will
also decide who will manage the
affairs of your estate, and who will be
your legal representatives and what
their costs may be. It is important to
realise that unmarried partners may
have no claim on the estate (unless
'dependant’ but this can be an

If you die without a will (i )
the intestacy rules dictate who
receives your ‘estate.’” You may think
you don't own enough or have very
little savings but when you actually tot
up the total value of everything you

expensive fact to blish). Even a
legal spouse may have to sell off the
family home just to pay off the other
automatic beneficiaries so it’s
important to think these through
before it’s too late. Also in the case of
divorced or separated parents, without
a will, the state will determine who
the legal guardians of your children
will be and again, I'm sure every
parent in the country would prefer to
name the person / persons they would
like to act as their child or children’s
legal guardian/s in the sad event of
their death.

The standard way to get a will drawn
up is to consult a solicitor although
many people still buy the ‘Do It
Yourself’ wills available on the High
Street. However, do beware of the
pitfalls of DIY wills. The Consumer’s

Association states: "The one thing
worse tl ot mak L

making a mess of making a ‘Do It
Yourself’ will. Many lawyers would
say that they could make more money
out of poor home-made wills than
they do out of drawing up wills for
clients. There is probably some truth
in this as there are many ways in
which people who prepare and sign
their own wills can go wrong. This
can, later, lead to long and expensive
court cases to resolve the matter, with
enormous legal costs for the lawyers
and this can reduce, by staggering
amounts the size of the estate to
which the beneficiaries are entitled."
So be safe and consult a solicitor.

One of the biggest dangers of writing
a will without the right legal advice is
missing out on effective ways of
protecting your loved ones from
Inheritance Tax. Contrary to what
many people think Inheritance Tax is
one of the most avoidable of taxes and
a diligent Financial Adviser or
Solicitor should be able to ensure that
their clients receive the most tax
efficient way of saving their loved
ones money — sometimes avoiding

policies and their relevant estimated
values.

(2) Consider who you would like to
provide for and in what way.

(3) Consider whether you would like
to leave money or property 'in trust'
for children or grandchildren until
they are grown up and at what age
you think they should inherit your
gift.

(4) Decide who you would like to
receive your sentimental belongings.
These may be of little financial value
but you can pass them on to someone
you know will appreciate them.

(5) Consider whether you would like
to leave anything to charity.

(6) If you have any children that may
still be under 18 when you die, you
may need to name someone as their
legal guardian.

(7) Do you have any particular wishes
for your funeral? Do you want to be
buried or cremated? Are there any
other instructions? For example, if
you want to be an organ donor this
can be included in your will. However,

Inheritance Tax altogether completely
within the law.

Finding a solicitor:

Please contact one of the solicitors in
this paper.

What your solicitor will need to know:

Once you have appointed a solicitor,
they will need the following details
from you:

(1) List all the items you have to leave
e.g. house, contents, car, valuables,
savings accounts, any insurance

> TAYLORS

TAYLORS SOLICITORS
1 Mason Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5DA
1527 544221 | tracey@taylorssolicitors.com (wills and LPAs)

it is also a good idea to record your
wishes on the organ-donor register, or
to carry an organ-donor card.

(8) Choose one or more executors to
'wind up your affairs’ after you are
gone. These can be spouses, family
members or friends, although it is as
well to get their agreement in
advance. If, in the event, they find the
task too onerous, as they well may,
they can always ask a solicitor to take
over.

Legal Practice Quality Mark

Law Society

Signing the will:

Once the will has been drawn up it is
not effective until it has been signed.
There are several rules affecting the
signature process which, if not
followed correctly, will make your will
invalid. For example, witnesses and
their husbands, wives or civil partners
cannot benefit under the will. Many
people use staff at their solicitor's
office to act as their witnesses to avoid
this problem.

Where to keep the will:
It is important to keep your will in a
safe place and tell your executors or a
close friend or relative where it is.
People often ask their solicitor to
store their wills for them.

Keeping your will up to date:
You should review your will at least
every five years and after any major
life change such as getting separated,
married or divorced, having a child or
moving house. It is best to deal with
any major changes by getting a new
will drawn up. But it is also possible to
make minor changes (codicils) to your
existing will. In both cases it is best to
consult a solicitor.

The Law Society has produced a
series of fact sheets on will-making.
For a free copy of the relevant one,
state your circumstances (married,
grandparent, divorced, etc.) and send
a stamped addressed envelope to The
Law Society, 50 Chancery Lane,
London, WC2A 1SX.

onveyancing
Quality
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If you have been asked to deliver a eulogy at a friend
or relative's funeral, you should feel greatly honoured.
The eulogy is an important aspect of the funeral and a
special opportunity to capture the decease's
personality and commemorate their life.
However, it's certainly not an easy job. You may feel
that summing up someone's life in a matter of minutes
is a truly impossible task. What will you say? Where
should you start? What if you break down in tears?
Will you be a good enough orator to do your loved one
justice? Here are the answers to those questions and
more.
First things first, prepare beforehand by gathering
information from as many of the decease's family and
friends as possible. You may already know all the basic
facts such as age, date of birth, occupations, surviving
family members etc., but call around and ask for any
special family stories or anecdotes to include in your
speech. Everyone will have some memories that they
want to share with you at this sad time and these will
make the eulogy more personal for all in attendance.
Even if you're not a natural public speaker, don't
worry. As long as you speak from the heart, you can't
go wrong. Once you have collected the information, sit
down and sort through it. You will probably start to

e a theme de‘lop. For instance, if most of what
&4

%

)

Who are your Executors, family, or
someone else?

Are your wishes up to date?

Reviews

people have told you are examples of how the
deceased always helped others, concentrate on this
aspect of their personality and use anecdotes to
demonstrate what a caring individual they were. Other
themes might include the person's ability to put
others at ease or their sense of adventure for example.
Pull out as many anecdotes or thoughts that reflect
the person's personality particularly well and use these
throughout. Likewise, if the person you are writing
about was a bit of a prankster, it's perfectly acceptable
to recall a couple of humorous stories. Don't feel that
just because you're at a funeral you have to be
completely sombre. Not only will a touch of humour
lighten the mood but after all, this should be a
celebration of the decease's life and therefore it's a
great idea to include a smile or two.

Also don't feel you need to sum up the person's entire
life. The eulogy you deliver just needs to honour the
decease's memory with facets of their personality, so
don't be tempted to take the congregation on too
lengthy a biographical journey.

Everybody is different, so just try and describe the
person you knew so very well but also try to mention
the important roles they played in their life, such as
parent, mentor, friend etc. as this will help comfort all
those in attendance. According MP Everett, daughter

G HELPINdl’O)SA}Ye / v

of Norman Vincent Peale, the great minister of
positive thinking, when delivering her father's
eulogyshe stated: "Funerals are not for the deceased,
who have already been released from the limitations
of this world. Funerals are for the rest of us - those
family and friends and admirers who are left behind.
We grieve; we feel loss; we have to adjust to a new
reality."

If you do break down in tears, dont panic as this is
completely normal. Remember that everyone at the
service'is one hundred percent behind you so if at any
stage you do feel like the world is caving in around
you, just pause, take a few deep breaths and continue
in your own time. Giving a eulogy is a noble gesture
that people will appreciate and admire. Everyone will
want you to do well but if'you're really worried that
you may not be able to get through it, have a friend on
standby to take over if the need should arise. Just
having this option should calm your nerves a little.
Finally if you think it would also help, feel free to
simply read aloud the eulogy straight from your
speech cards. You don't even have to look up if you
don't want to. It's the words you say during the eulogy
that are important and NOT necessanly how you
deliver them.

Are you up to date with legislation?
Have you built in “What if” clauses?
Where is the original copy?

T
FREE
Home
Visits
Available

Tel: 01527 877313

DON’T KEEP PUTTING THIS OFF:
Protect your loved ones and your Home. Writing Wills for over 30 years: we are genuine
local people with £2.5 million of professional indemnity insurance. We also offer Trust,
Power of attorney and Probate services.

11 Kidderminster Road,
Bromsgrove, B61 7JJ

UK Legal
Awards 2026

The Will Partners
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Floral Tributes
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When someone passes away, most of us feel
we would like to do something to show we
cared for that person. Sending flowers and a
note is a thoughtful way to do this.

If you are the bereaved organising the
funeral, the flowers you choose will dress
the coffin and the hearse. They may be
placed on top of the hearse or in following
vehicles if there are too many. Timing is
essential at a funeral and the flowers should
be in place in the hearse in sufficient time
for the cortege to set off to the ceremony,
but your funeral director should see this is
all in place for you.

When considering flowers, you may wish to
choose your loved one’s favourites but
florists are also on hand to offer a wide
range of styles, sprays, wreaths and
arrangements. Arrangements can even be
personalised by having your loved one’s
name made up in their favourite football
team colours etc.

If you are a friend of the deceased and
sending flowers to the family, remember the

§TINSE

519 Evesham Road, Crabbs Cross, Redditch, B97 5JP

Bespoke funeral flowers personally
desigued fon your Loved oue

flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tﬂ)l 527 550 700

. A good florist will also help you. Please ask their advice as they will be used to dealing with these matters.

TNS3

THE NURSERY SHOP

purpose of flowers at a funeral is to
celebrate life. Whether the floral
arrangement is formal or informal, it should
preferably include a hand written note to
provide comfort, and help lift the spirit of ,
the family of the deceased. & =

You will also want to take the faith and & 4“\ e M _ oS b
culture of the deceased into consideration ; . - Ay -y k;
before sending flowers. What may be — W ;. : '-_{7};"
appropriate for one culture may be ..

inappropriate for another. If you aren’t sure, S
ask the closest family member you know.

A quick guide is as follows:
Catholic — Most flowers and arrangements are acceptable.
Protestant Christian — Most flowers and arrangements are welcome at both the memorial service and the funeral.
Mormon - Most flowers are appropriate. However, avoid arrangements on a crucifix or cross.
Eastern or Greek Orthodox — Most flowers are accepted, and white flowers are favoured.
Jewish — Although you may send flowers to the family members’ homes, flowers at the funeral home are not typically
displayed. Some of the more contemporary Jewish funerals allow flowers at the entrance of the synagogue
Buddhist — Most flowers and arrangements are appropriate. )
Hindu - Although floral arrangements are acceptable, garlands are more common at a Hindu funeral.
Muslim — The appropriateness of flowers varies in the Islamic religion, so ask family members before sending them. If
you do choose to order flowers for an Islamic funeral, keep the arrangement simple and elegant.

As Time
Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY |
RUN MEMORIAL &
SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and Renovation
Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our
opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End
Industrial Estate, Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT
REFLECT A LIFETIME”
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The Woodlands Suite NHS

The Royal

Private Care at The Royal . :
Orthopaedic Hospital OrthoP@i‘!;ﬁnljazzfgil

Expert surgeons.
Advanced rohotic assistance.

Let’s talk about options to support you at
The Woodlands Suite, Birmingham.

Getting you back to the life you love.

Scan the QR code

Mr Faisal Hussain
Consultant Surgeon

Inspected and rated @ 0121 812 3900

rohprivatecare.co.uk

Q CareQuality
Commission € private.suite@nhs.net




PAGE 24

PA Avon

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk
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New roofs
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Roof repairs
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Flat roof solutions

Chimneys rebuilt

Re-bedding
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*
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All four of Redditch’s squads came home with medals. s

Redditch teams
mop up medals

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

REDDITCH Lifesavers entered four
teams into the Royal Life Saving
Society South Worcester Rookie
Gala.

And all four squads came home with
medals from the event, at Pershore Leisure
Centre, contested by teams from Redditch,
South Worcester, Lower Wick, Evesham and
North Worcester.

The gala included relays in bodyboard,

OFTEN IMITATED BUT

Wh|Ie aIIcosts are going up E

brick, mannequin tow, torpedo buoy and the
rope throw.

Redditch’s 12-and-under and 14-and-under
teams both took gold, and won the overall
trophy. Another Redditch 12-and-under team
finished third and the club’s 10-and-unders
also took bronze.

Redditch Lifesavers trainer Val Wilson
said: “We are very proud of how well every-
one swam in the gala and they were all very
supportive of each other.

“We would also like to say a big thank you
to the parents and trainers who attended and
to the organisers of the gala.”

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

WINDOWS

NEW FLUSH

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full ited

Competitive Prices

OHl
,
L

\’ | g .h;::'"‘ 3
o L |
ALL WINDOWS | 7| |

HAVE A 10 YEAR

INSURANCE
BACKED
WARRANTY

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

01789 415171 07729 539239 WWW. hlllmﬂﬂrGSWIllﬂﬂwsallIIIIIIIII'S co.uk




Anniversary is
perfect reason
to celebrate:a
charity success

A WORCESTERSHIRE cancer
charity created in tribute to a
brave four-year-old who lost her
battle with the disease is cele-
brating ten years of fundraising.

The Grace Kelly Childhood
Cancer Trust was started in 2016
in memory of Grace Elizabeth Kelly
and was aimed at making a positive
difference to children and families
facing childhood cancer.

As well as fulfilling Grace’s wish
of helping others, it has also funded
vital research into childhood can-
cers which receive little government
investment.

In June, to mark their celebra-
tion of reaching this milestone, the
Grace Kelly Childhood Cancer Trust
is holding its 10th Anniversary
Charity Ball.

The event promises to be a truly
special night of elegance, entertain-
ment and celebration of a decade
of supporting children and families
facing childhood cancer.

Founder and CEO of the Grace
Kelly Childhood Cancer Trust, Dr

Jen Kelly, said: “Recent research
tells us only two per cent of public
funding spent on cancer research
in the UK is devoted to childhood
cancers, which is why the work of
charities such as ourselves, is so
important to really boost this under-
funded age group.

“What began as a promise to
Grace has grown into an inspiring
legacy of support, compassion and
impact.

“Thanks to the combined and
tireless efforts of our wonderful vol-
unteers, supporters, fundraisers and
partners, together we have turned
hope into action, and we’re only just
getting started.”

Grace’s legacy has achieved much
more than just an amount of funds
raised - the full impact of posi-
tive achievement reaches across the
whole spectrum of those affected by
childhood cancer.

So far it has offered £194,000
worth of support grants for families
which may need to make adjust-
ments to their home, travel, food
and accommodation when at hos-

\
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Dr Jen Kelly set up the charity in memory of Grace to continue her legacy of wanting to help people. s

pital.

The charity has also produced
signs and symptoms awareness
cards - more than 3million of these
informative cards have been distrib-
uted to parents, helping to spread
the vital knowledge of what warning
signs to look out for in children.

The trust has handed out 46,000
clinician cards to medical profes-
sionals - either via paper cards or
as part of GP training provider
materials.

A total of £679,000 worth of
research grant funding has been
awarded to vital projects which will

help save the lives of children with
aggressive childhood cancers.

These projects have been allo-
cated through the Grace Kelly
Childhood Cancer Trust specialist
Research Advisory Panel.

There have been 146 new diag-
nosis support packs distributed to
local hospitals, ready for when a
child has just been diagnosed with
cancer.

Also known as ‘ladybird bags’
incorporating the charity’s logo,
they contain essential and comfort-
ing items and a ‘hug in a bag’ for
both parents and children.

And 60,800 publications have
been handed out to parents, chil-
dren, medical journals and learning
materials for professionals

In 2026 the Grace Kelly Childhood
Cancer Trust said its message
remained clear - continue Grace’s
legacy to fund world-class research,
to continue raising awareness of the
signs and symptoms of childhood
cancer, and to ensure that no family
faces childhood cancer alone.

Visit gkect.org/ for more informa-
tion on the charity and details of
how to get involved.

* % % % A

just(go!holidays

Torquay, South Devon

and spend time in beautiful Dartmouth.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

departures only)
¢/ Entertainment some evenings

& Dartmoor National Park
Departing Mon 8 Jun ‘26, Mon 21 Sep ‘26

Torquay is the perfect location to enjoy a seaside getaway in the heart
of the English Riviera! We explore this lovely landscape with a cruise
on the River Dart, a scenic drive through the Dartmoor National Park

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove
¢ 4 nights at the Riviera Hotel, Torquay (JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast
+/ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks (April & October

Trustpilot

By Coach from Bromsgrove, Redditch

teas await!

Eastbourne - the Sunshine
Coast & Bluebell Railway
Departing Sun 31 May ‘26

Discover East Sussex from elegant Eastbourne, the UK’s
sunshine capital. Ride the nostalgic Bluebell Railway, explore
Sheffield Park Gardens, enjoy time in Lewes and opt to visit
the historic gems of Rye and Hastings. Coast, castles and cream

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch
¢ 4 nights at the New Wilmington Hotel, Eastbourne (JG2+ rating) with

dinner & breakfast
+/ Entertainment some evenings

Reader Travel

Northumberland, Hadrian’s Wall,
Holy Island & Alnwick Castle
Departing Mon 1 Jun ‘26

Explore the very best Northumberland has to offer on this captivating
break! Enjoy excursions to the famous Roman site, Hadrian’s Wall and
the unique Holy Island of Lindisfarne, two of the most significant and

unspoilt sights in the UK.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove
¢ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle Quayside (/G3 rating) with

dinner & breakfast

v/ Guided tour of Hadrian’s Wall
V' Excursions to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne, Alnwick Castle, Hadrian’s Wall

& Chesters Fort

Standard

¢/ Heritage train journey on the Bluebell Railway
¢/ Excursions to Lewes & Sheffield Park Gardens

¢/ Scenic drive through Dartmoor National Park
¢ Cruise on the River Dart
¢/ Excursions to Buckfast Abbey, Princetown, Tavistock, Dartmouth & Totnes

Optional excursion to Durham (£15pp)
Optional excursion to Rye & Hastings (£15pp)
Optional excursion to Dawlish & Teignmouth (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach onIy £399 5 Days by Coach only £419 5 Days by Coach only £479
Single Supplement £80 Single Supplement £80 Single Supplement £120 R
< YRR ¢
<% AWARDS -
For more information, or to book, please call or visit us online at n justgohols ot o 0 ﬁ;)ﬁki?
03332 342 514 quotc 0sG  justgoholidays.com/OSG ‘ e e )

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and

intments Gold Crest

vww.careerfinder247.couk TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371 Kidderminster areas

www.taurustaxis.co.uk
Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?
Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED
With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance

obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNIS@a2h60k.co.uk

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

01527 588625 « 01527 588749

caroline.hirkenhead @bulivantmedia.com | kellySaylor@bullivanimedia.com

Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School

well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities Transportmg Ch"dren to SChOOI

s a——— I'ar! Time
= Drivers

set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

Vehicle provided.
SITE CARETAKER —ALSO -

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK TO INCLUDE

EARLY MORNINGS, EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS) Passen er
Based at our Pre-Prep, we seek a professional individual

to ensure that the site is safe, secure, well maintained and

. . - -
welcoming for pupils, staff, parents and visitors.
Further details and application forms are available on the

School website

wrnubromsgrovesschoel.co.ul Part time hours with or
Zg3rd February 2326 WIthOUT BXperIence

The School is itted to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection nnlacl

screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

HOLY TRINITY 4
= a®
CURCHL’A

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
HOLY TRINITY « ALL SAINTS LUDDINGTON ST HELEN'S CLIFFORD CHAMBERS

Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-Avon is
seeking an enthusiastic and organised

Shop Manager

to lead our busy retail outlet.
Part-Time: 20 hours per week
Salary: £17,000 per annum
Permanent contract
You will be responsible for the day-to-day running of the shop,
managing a small team of staff and volunteers, delivering excellent
customer service, overseeing stock control, merchandising, and
financial procedures. The role also involves promoting the shop through

social media and working closely with church colleagues to support
business growth in line with Christian values.

The ideal candidate will have retail experience, strong leadership and

organisational skills, and a passion for creating a welcoming customer

experience.

Closing date: Sunday 1st March 2026

Interviews: Tuesday 10th March 2026

To apply, please email your completed application form to
hr@stratford-upon-avon.org

or post to: Hon HR Officer, Holy Trinity Parish Centre, Old Town,
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6BG.

Application forms and further details are available here:
https://www.stratford-upon-avon.org/staff-vacancies




BIRTHDAY
MEMORIES
—

P =

LANE
Trevor John

Would have
been his 96th
Birthday
A much loved
Brother and
Uncle.
Jennifer,
Charlotte &
Family
xxx

IN MEMORIAM
—

Tel: 01527 588688 Email: receptloanulllvantmedla com

m i

—
%\ - DEATHS
. [
i COOKE
L T
b g
e . Graham Stanley
;'; /.:* Sadly, passed away on
= Thursday 22nd January 2026
, ,//f X aged 94 years.
Wl i A service to celebrate Graham’s life will
g take place at The Vale Crematorium on

John Meredith

Chambers
A much loved Husband,
Father and Grandfather.

Love is the way they were
what they gave
and now they will always be
remembered.
Love Jennifer and Family
xxx

IN MEMORIAM
—

IN MEMORIAM
—

DYER

John Stuart

Pat

Thursday 5th March 2026 at 12 p.m.
Donations if desired to
The Royal British Legion
may be sent to
Thomas Brothers
Birchfield House,
494 Evesham Road,
Redditch.
B97 5JF
01527 547777

Thank You.

DEATHS
—

LEES

Patricia

Aged 91 years
Passed away peacefully on
Sunday 1st February 2026.

A much-loved Mum to David, Elizabeth,
Clare, John and Matthew.
Patricia will be greatly missed by all of her
family and friends.

A service to celebrate Patricia’s life will
take place at Redditch Crematorium
on Friday 6th March 2026

]
oz ||| (Gavin
Family flowers only please.
Another year ly y pl
Donations if desired, may be made to
p.asses. 19/02/17 Alzheimer’s Society
But still lovingly Miss vou so /o Thomas Brothers
remembered Y Birchfield House,
Fom much every day 494 Evesham Road,
Redditch.
David and My love always BY7 SIF
Maureen Jane Tel: 01527 547777
xxx xxx Thank you.
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
=

4 Huntleys Funeral Services

W Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553

58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7AE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply

- please ask us for details.

The Standard, Friday February 20, 2026

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

= A |

Anonymous

ceasaaliume
;%4 7 / olces
™
L— '/A'
MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
SERVICES —
[
519 Evesham Road,
As Time Goes By 21 NS 4 Crobbs Cross,
YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN Y N\, Redditch, B97 5JP

MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate =~
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddlfch co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tel\O] 527 550 700

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles

and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

~n

Allow our family
to care for your family

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH STUDLEY
01905783188 01527 852213

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

An Independent_ Family Owned Funerql Directqrs

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE

01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

. “A family concern*

CWWW. thomasbrothﬁ's 0. uk 3
emails admm(’thomasbrothers co. uk
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.
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DIRECTORS
—

MORTON

FUNERAL DIRECTO!
“Where saying

goodbye means
everything”

Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,
contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 911

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery
“F independent funeral directors
5= For more information, visit
mortonsfunerals.co.uk

R.L.Rea

I'uncral Directors Led.

* A Family Firm Established in 1967

* Your Local, Independent Complete
Funeral Directors and Memorial
Masons

* Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
Professional Service 24 hours a day,
365 days a year

* Private Chapel of Rest

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, is never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

Whatever the occasion, why not send

your loved ones a message....

\

* Direct Cremation Available

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

401527 588688
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
| ———

Warwickshire County Council

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,
HOUAPP = Householder Application,

DEP = Departure, FP = Affects Footpath,

LB = Listed Building, MAJ = Major Development.
25/00492/FUL FP
Site: Land At Wassell Grove, Lane Hagley,
Worcestershire DY9 9JH.

Proposal: Material change of use of land to use

as a residential caravan site for 5 Traveller pitches,
including the laying of

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

STATION ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to install
LED lights.

Order Commences: 24 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

of a 1.8m timber fence. (Retrospectlve)

26/00086/0UT HOUAPP
Site: Land At Dusthouse Lane, Bromsgrove B60 3AA.
Proposal: Outline planning permission, with all
matters reserved except for access, for the erection
of 1no. new detached dwellings with associated
detached garage. This is a Householder application,
in the event of an appeal against refusal of planning
permission, which is to be dealt with on the basis
of representations in writing, any representations
made about this application will be sent to the
Secretary of State and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at appeal stage.
26/00110/LBC LB
Site: Ruins of the 0ld Hewell Grange, HM Prison
Hewell, Hewell Lane, Tardebigge, Worcestershire.
Proposal: Stabilisation repairs to Hewell Grange
Ruin, including minor amendments to the repair
strategy.
25/01503/0UT ADVSTD DEP MAJ
Site: Land West of Alcester Road, Wythall,
Worcestershire.
Proposal: The erection of up to 110no. Class C3
dwellinghouses with associated public open space
and infrastructure (all matters reserved other than
access). The proposed development does not
accord with the provisions of the development plan
in force in the area to which the application relates.
24/01166/FUL M,
Site: Crossbrook House, Dusthouse Lane, Finstall,
Worcestershire B60 3AE.
Proposal: Construction of a purpose built timber
field shelter for horses, change to equestrian use.
25/00492/FUL MAJ
Site: Land At Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley,
Worcestershire DY9 9JH.
Proposal: Material change of use of land to use
as a residential caravan site for 5 Traveller pitches,
including the laying of hardstanding and construction
of a 1.8m timber fence. (Retrospective).
Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

5 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: A46, Chadbury Bypass, Evesham
Road, Harvington Lane, Abbots Salford Road, Crest
Hill, Station Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM, Tel: 01785 338 990.

C99 MORTON BAGOT ROAD,

MAPPLEBOROUGH GREEN

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between
A4189 Henley Road and Hardwick Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works. 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 23 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 23 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: A4189 Henley Road, Hardwick
Lane and vice versa. Vehicular access & egress will
be maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 20 Feb 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES 5
—_—

ROBIN FRANK

RICHARDS Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925
anyone having a claim against or
an interest in the Estate of the
deceased, late of Fox Hollow,
Earls Common Road, Stock
Green, Redditch, B9 6SY, who
died on 20/03/2022, must send
written details to the address
below by 21/0412026, after which
date the Estate will be dis-
tributed having regard only to
claims and interests notified.
SME Solicitors,

8 Sansome Walk, Worcester,
WRI ILW Ref: 100286/1

u

oo

Keeping you up to date with all the
latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....
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MOTORING

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately
Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313

JAPANESE
CARS
WANTED

* HONDA - TOYOTA - SUZUKI
« SUBARU - MAZDA
2006 - 2016 MODELS

PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07581566064
HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS

2l « €=

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

PRIVATE CAR COMMERCIAL & FLEET
SERVICING,

MECHANICAL REPAIRS
MoT TESTING INCLUDING
CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)
VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE

VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
14 SHERWOOD ROAD
ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,

OMSGROVE B60 3DR

Vehicle Testing
Station

Vehicle Testing
Station

\_ J

01527 87543;/8370 0

LES & WA

MISCELLANEOUS
|

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

FREE TO
COLLECTOR

Stretch covers for
2 seater sofa and
2 armchairs

01527 526898

LADIES brown ankle
boots zip up new size
4 £5 buyer collect

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

HSL

Grey Aysgarth
Riser Recliner
Chair

Dual Motor
VGC
Collection only

£600 ono
07562 173410

HORNBY 00 gauge
BR Class 9F steam
locomotive + tender
(Cat Ref R2880) in
BR black with late
crest, engine driven
motor. Excellent
condition only
test run otherwise
unused,  complete
with original box.

_£55. Tel 07415322794

00 Gauge Hornby
Train Packs R2697
Class 101 3 car diesel
multiple unit in BR

01527 521363
e e T Green, R2579 Class
CURTAIN tie backs 101 3 car d in BR
suitable for caravan Camamm
Blue. Both packs
4 sets £1 per set are DCC ready, in
01527 521363 4
unused
SLEEVE board | condition  still in
(ironboard) suitable original boxes &

for caravan £3 new
01527 521363
FOLDABLE shopping
trolley bag £4 new
01527 521363
LOTS of 1000 piece
jigsaws all known
brands Hop, Gibson
& many others
mostly £1.00 each
07929386821 no
texts

2 standard lamps 3
tulip light design
immac condition £10
each 07929386821
GALVANISED  steel
trailer  5ft x 3ft
with extras  £300
immac condition
07929386821
BLACK steel
dining table
bevelled glass
top 4 matching
chairs with padded
seats Ex cond £50
07929386821
REGATTA Great
Outdoors Hydrafort
navy ladies
waterproof  jacket,
New. Mesh lining.
Size 12. £15. Tel
0121 430 3880

frame
with

wrapping. £65 each
or £110 the pair. Tel
07415322794
BACHMANN
Collectors Club
catalogues
& magazines
comprising “World
of Models” annuals
(20006-22),
Calendars &
Christmas cards
(2006-22),
“Bachmann
Times” volumes
2013-23 (44 issues).
Huge amount of
interesting memora-
bilia-all in unmarked
condition. Free
to collector. Tel
07415322794
KIDNEY shaped
dressing table with
Mirrors, curtains
and stool. Excellent
condition £75 07743
929558
NESCAFE coffee
machine with pods
£20 07743 929558
MAMAS & Papas,
rocking horse on
wooden frame.
Very good clean

MISCELLANEOUS
| _———

ROLAND Cartier
leather shoes with
mesh inserts, peep
toe, stiletto heel,
colour pewter,
size 8. Still in box.
Worn once indoors.
Excellent condition.
Original cost
was  £65.00. Will
accept £20.00. Tele:
07934132759

WILLOW Tree
Demdaco  “Thank

plaque by
Susan Lordi. In
original box. £5.00.
Tel: 07934132759

DURABLE travel
suit /  garment
bag with shoulder
strap, multiple zip
closure pockets, two
hangers. £5.00. Tel:
07934132759

SEED Tray full size
plastic moulded 25p
each Bamboo Canes
8ft. 75p each 01905
778926

COMPLETE set
of 12 Poldark
paperback books £10
07369204539

OPTI Folding exercise
bike with instructions
and tools  £25
Kidderminster
07518902804

PORTWAY wood
burner stove £200
ono 01562 341381

LOGIC medium chest
freezer W 301 /2” L
21” H 33” 6 months
old 01905 724402

BRAND new assorted
Jackets & Jumpers,
some with price
tags on & some
waterproof size 3xxx
3 pairs of shoes size
9 £10 each ono 0121
733 3263

NEW beautiful gold
traditional Victorian
style bath taps. Free
used matching basin
taps but one seized.
£30. 07840 800965

DRIZA-BONE
Australian dry wax
riding coat.  Navy.
shoulder cape,
12-14, Rear vent for
horses rump. Knee
length. Lightweight,
waterproof. VGC.
£60. 07840800965

2 Antique Clocks Not
working £50 07719
695685

FEATHER and Black condition (collection | ANTIQUE Chair
Oliver single bed, only) £50.00. Tel: 1930’s  £80 07719
black frame with 07934132759 695685

mattress. As new - [ INDIAN chair £80 | INDIAN chair £80
£150 07805 745820 07719695685 07719695685
WANTED

L

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)
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www.directory247.co.uk

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—

ﬁMy

SATISFACTION
* X

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham 0121 652 0374
Redaitch: 01527 900 787
Movite: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY
—

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL
UNIT
for Sub-let, Howard Road, Redditch
* Available ASAP < Loading access
* High ceilings * Storage Space
* Parking front and rear of building
« (ffice space negotiable
* 5,340sq ft unit.
Great for storage, logistics,
or manufacturing.
Contact 07920 098398
for more information

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH |
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07341669 65 MG21 86221

DECORATING &
PAINTING
.

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

C&M Decorators

Father and Son ¢ Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

GARDENING
SERVICES

JEFS

Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing,
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional

%! Tree & Garden Services

Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

Email:

. | jamietaylor@ijtstreeandgardens.com

KITCHENS LOGS
- E—
Lo_Gs
INSTALLATIONS
Kitchens & FOR SALE
Bathrooms Mainly Ash

FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION
QUALITY KITCHENS

& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED

£120, £220, £390
loads delivered

Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

% Card, cash or

M cheque payments

WORKTOP taken

sy i spyonyariteny| | | 11 07477 778536
LOCAL TRADESMAN or 07983 441818
m EXPERIENCE See load sizes at our
NO JOB TOO SMALL website
07971 684 353 www.rbtimber.uk
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AOBLEM? 100K ND FURTHER!

REMOVALS/
STORAGE

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

—

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDUG9835
T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk
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LANDSCAPING
—

SKIP HIRE

D.A TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

PLASTERING
—

LC| PLASTERING
SERVICES

General Property
Maintenance

All Aspects of Plastering
30 Years Exp
Call Craig Berrows

0777 1875865

ROOFING
—

munn

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big or
10% OFF

too small
Fully guaranteed
Al New EPDM Rubber
and Flat Roots

and insured

Written quotes
available

Specialists in all types of Roofing,

Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

_’fé’fﬁ_ Mobile: 07467159012
AP Office: 01621962972

info@weatherguards_ervices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING
—

A&S SKIPS

A Division of A&S Developments (Redditch] LTD
2,4 &7 yard skips
 Skips with drop front doors quaranteed

AN VB B
59:238 + Mob 0778
Waste carrier No. CBIDU 169 207

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
commercial skip requirements

P W

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

+ Comp
1Tel 01

VISA

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service

* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

527 63644

@

Call 01
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354
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TREE SURGEONS
—

Al
“ZIREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputaton to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving * Fencing * Arificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

ndscapespecialists.co.uk
Aowor (o' ge

LLS ROOFEF

JILDING

SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325




LANDMARK

Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
* Tarmacadam * Brickwork * Turfing * Gravelling
* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing

All W

P Checkatradec: Go gle'@l
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Standard

SPOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing = Slabbing = Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens » Rubbish » Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped « Turfing = Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

7720407128006
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Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
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01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

Warriors romp
to 10-try victory
as Wallis dots
down hat-trick

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

RUGBY UNION: WORCESTER
Warriors ran in 10 tries as the club
chalked up their biggest win of the sea-
son with a 66-7 bonus point victory at
London Scottish.

A hat-trick from Austin Wallis and further
tries from Will Lane, Roma Zheng, Rory
Taylor, Josh Bassett, Will Reed, Matt Kvesic
and Corey Lewis sealed a comprehensive
win for Warriors at the Richmond Athletic
Ground.

The result means Worcester sit second in
the Champ Rugby table, behind only unbeat-
en league leaders Ealing Trailfinders.

Matt Everard’s side made the perfect start
when former Scottish player Wallis powered
through a gap from the back of a ruck to dot
down after just two minutes as Reed kicked
the first of seven conversions.

Worcester crossed again on 12 minutes
when Lane sniped over after Will Trewin
went close out wide moments earlier.

The visitors scored their third try on
21 minutes as the ball passed seamlessly
through the hands and Zheng strolled over
in the corner.

And Warriors took the game out of
London’s reach with three tries in the space
of minutes.

BRINGING YO

‘Worcester scored their bonus point try on
26 minutes from a driving maul as Wallis
crossed for his second of the game.

And the away side dotted down again
three minutes later when Taylor intercepted
a pass inside his own 22 and sprinted all the
way to the London try line.

‘Warriors scored their sixth try on the half-
hour mark as Bassett combined well with
Matt Kvesic after London kicked the restart
straight out of play.

The blitz of tries sent Worcester into the
break with a commanding 40-point lead
with Scottish yet to trouble the scoreboard.

And Warriors picked up where they left
off six minutes after the interval as Reed
danced through the London defence to
score.

Kvesic then powered over from close
range to score Worcester’s eighth try of the
game.

The home side crossed for their only try
of the match on 55 minutes when Noah
Ferdinand touched down Harry Sheppard’s
grubber Kkick as the latter converted.

Normal service resumed on 61 minutes
when Wallis scored his hat-trick try from the
back of another driving maul.

And a driving maul also led to the final try
of the game on 78 minutes as Lewis marked
his Warriors debut with a try.

‘Worcester are next in action against Caldy
on Saturday, February 21 with kick-off at
12pm at Sixways Stadium.

Sikandar. Raza is currently captaining Zimbabwe
at the T20 World Cup in India and Sri Lanka.

Rapids sign Zimbabwe star Raza
for entirety of T20 Blast campaign

CRICKET:WORCESTERSHIRE
Rapids have confirmed the sign-
ing of Zimbabwe international
all-rounder Sikandar Raza for
the entirety of this season’s T20
Blast competition.

The Zimbabwe T20 captain
has represented his country
more than 100 times in the
shortest format of the game.

And the 39-year-old joins the
Rapids as a second overseas
player for the tournament.

Raza said: “I am delighted
to be joining Worcestershire
Rapids this summer and to be
playing in a T20 competition
that I really enjoy.

“I have loved my time in
England whenever I have played
there previously, so I can’t wait
to get started this summer and
link up with the squad.”

Raza has experience of play-
ing in the IPL, CPL, PSL and

SA20 in a 19-year professional
career.

The off-spinning all-rounder
also featured for Manchester
Originals in the Hundred during
the summer of 2024.

He has a T20 high score of
133 not out for Zimbabwe and

also taken more than 230
wickets in the shortest format
of the game.

Raza scored more than 200 runs
for Northamptonshire Steelbacks
during the 2024 T20 Blast.

Rapids head coach, Alan
Richardson added: “Sikandar’s
stats in T20 cricket speak for
themself and as a side who want
to kick on in the Vitality Blast
and challenge for the trophy, we
know the importance of having
real quality in key areas.

“With Ben [Dwarshuis] una-
ble to join us, we wanted to
make sure that we had someone

with international pedigree and
who can impact the game in in
all three facets, so we were very
keen to get Sikandar on board
as soon as we knew he was
available.”

Worcestershire CEO, Ashley
Giles said: “We are delighted to
welcome Sikandar on board for
the Vitality Blast this season, his
vast experience with both the
bat and the ball in T20 cricket
will be a huge asset to the side.

“He is one of the most excit-
ing all-rounders in limited overs
cricket and we can’t wait to wel-
come him into the group.”

Raza is currently captaining
his country at the T20 World
Cup in India and Sri Lanka.

He helped Zimbabwe stun
Australia with 25 not out from
13 deliveries as his country
secured a memorable 23-run
group stage victory.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

Are you looking to
improve or enlarge your
driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,
Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Solihull or Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We've designed and built just
about every shape and size of
driveway and patio you can
imagine, so we will not be
phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100%
satisfaction and unlike other
driveway companies, with us
you pay absolutely nothing
upfront.

* Give us a call and you could
save upto £1000

n

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk




