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SALE NOW ON, UP TO 60% OFF
THROUGHOUT THE STORE

Turn to page 15 and see for yourself why we're the
No.1 local furniture store

—

Rilk Mayall’s Comedy Booporim

cultural crown

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH will be looking to
showcase what it has to offer to
the country after announcing
a bid to become the UK’s first-
ever town of culture.

Droitwich town councillors on
the community and amenities com-
mittee agreed to work with the
Droitwich Place Board to put for-
ward an expression of interest to
become the town of culture for
2028, with the grand prize, if suc-
cessful, of a §3million cash injec-
tion to deliver its programme.

The Town of Culture scheme
was announced by the Department
for Media, Culture and Sport last

month, to celebrate the signifi-
cant contributions of towns to our
national story and giving the chance
for smaller areas of the country to
tell their story.

The bid will focus on continuing
to carry out the Droitwich Spa town
centre prospectus, which looks to
promote and develop the town as
an attractive hub for leisure, living
and business.

An expression of interest will
need to be submitted by March
31 with the town council hoping a
draft will be ready by March 17.

From there, bid development
grants of £60,000 will be awarded
to each of the shortlisted places,
which are invited to submit a full
application.

This cash could be used for

it omes
- roRti jou all

research and development for the
bid, as well as consultation costs,
human resources, data gathering
and commercial expertise.

One small, medium and large-
sized town would then be short-
listed as finalists.

The winning town will be award-
ed §3million to deliver a cultural

B 2

programme in 2028 of around six
months.

The two finalists from their cat-
egory will receive £250,000 each to
deliver elements of their bid.

Coun Richard Morris said:
“Droitwich has a rich history and
a fantastic community with many
events to support an application.

“We are famous for the Rik Mayall
Comedy Festival, a traditional and
evolving series of festivals and
activities, street art and murals,
nationally recognised mosaics at
Sacred Heart, John Heminge, co-
editor of the First Folio, the collect-
ed plays of Shakespeare, and our
Norbury Theatre and many great
local societies and groups.

“In my view, Droitwich already is
a well-known Town of culture, but

to be nationally recognised as such
would be fantastic.”

Coun Alex Sinton added: “We're
not going to get too excited about
this, but we've spotted a way to
put forward the high profile of the
town.

“There is a lot to base it on and I
think that if we don’t try, we don’t
succeed.

“There are hundreds of towns,
but it was worth putting something
forward.”

The Rik Mayall comedy festival
is one of Droitwich’s biggest
cultural offerings. The Norbury
Theatre (LEFT) has been a cul-
tural hub in Droitwich for years.
Main picture by Marcus Mingins
0925007MMR2
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The children crafted their own Paddington bears. s

Paddington event is a hit

A REDDITCH church wel-
comed families from across
the area for alively Paddington
craft and film day filled with
creativity, colour and a great
deal of orange peel.

Children and parents crafted
Paddington bears and deco-
rated picnic bags and jam jar
lid covers to take home, at St
Philip’s Church in Webheath.

Prayers starting with ‘Please
look after...” were written on
luggage labels attached to
Paddington’s brown leather
suitcase and volunteers made
their way through plenty of
oranges to prepare fresh mar-
malade.

The rest of the morning
was spent making marmalade

sandwiches for a shared pic-
nic, enjoyed while watching
the Paddington film.

St Philip’s Church vicar,
Rev Sarah Jayne Hewitt, said:
“Paddington carries kindness
with him wherever he goes.

“The church felt warm and
full of life and it was a relaxed
and joyful atmosphere that felt
more like a community living
room than a formal space.”

The morning brought gen-
erations together at tables
covered in orange peel,
sticky tape and homemade
Paddingtons.  Paddington
Day is the latest in a growing
programme of events at St
Philip’s for families to gather
and connect.

Comedy fest
has big names

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE HEADLINE acts for
Droitwich’s 2026 Rik Mayall
Comedy Festival have been
revealed.

The list is led by stars of hit '80s
BBC alternative comedy sitcom The
Young Ones — Alexi Sayle and Nigel
Planer — who are heading to Rik’s
home town.

The nine-day festival runs from May
29 to June 6, with a variety of ven-
ues hosting events and the Norbury
Theatre at the heart of it all.

The event will celebrate alternative
comedy, have a significantly expand-
ed fringe and a brand new, official
second stage.

General tickets will go on sale on
Saturday, March 7, with a 24-hour
exclusive pre-sale on March 6 for fes-
tival newsletter subscribers.

Last year, the headliners sold out
within minutes.

Organisers have confirmed more
than 100 events will be on sale from
launch day, with additional shows
being added daily in the run up to the
festival.

The 2026 programme brings togeth-

er alternative-scene pioneers, major
contemporary names and returning
festival favourites.

Planer brings his Young Once book
tour to the Norbury Theatre and Sayle
will appear for a special ‘in conversa-
tion” event with Robin Ince, reflecting
on Rik Mayall and the 1980s comedy
revolution. The Young Ones connec-
tion continues with a new exhibition
curated by acclaimed photographer
Andy Hollingworth.

Other headliners at the Norbury
include Richard Herring, with a live
edition of his award-winning podcast
RHLSTP, John Otway (Rock and
Roll’s Greatest Failure) and Peter
Richardson, founder of The Comic
Strip.

Rachel Fairburn returns following a
sell-out appearance. Nick Helm, Robin
Ince, Redditch’s Lindsey Santoro, Phil
Ellis, Red Richardson and Harriet
Kemsley also feature in the packed
nine days.

Returning festival favourites Laura
Smyth and Tiff Stevenson complete
the line-up of big names.

Beyond the Norbury Theatre, an
even larger fringe festival is expected,
with appearances from Helen Lederer,
Young Ones director Paul Jackson
and other friends and collaborators
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Nigel Planer will be among the
headliners, along with fellow
Young Ones star Alexi Sayle. s

of Rik Mayall, including Grim Tales
director Bob Baldwin.

There will also be theatrical produc-
tions and family shows and Droitwich
Working Men’s Club will be trans-
formed into The Lord Flashheart Club,
curated by Mitch Benn and sponsored
by PSS. Outdoor stage and roaming
performances will also take place dur-
ing the weekends, in High Street and
Friar Street.

Visit: rikmayallfestival.com for more
details and to sign up to the festival.

WE SPECIALISE IN CAR, VAN & MOTORHOME....
MOT -+ SERVICING * REPAIRS * BRAKES * EXHAUSTS |
CLUTCHES * TYRES * REMAPPING * DIAGNOSTICS :
AIR CONDITIONING * FULL CAR BODY SERVICES

& 1 d & S »

Call 01527 60047

practical

CAR & VAN RENTAL

sbacus

auto services

4-6 Orchard St, Redditch, B98 7DP

Email enquiry@abacusautoservices.com

BIDFORD - ALCESTER
stratford@practical.co.uk / 01789 335 020

REDDITCH - B

redditch@practical.co.uk / 01527 910 874

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200

|

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN
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self storage
association
United Kingdom

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston
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start a new hobby
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A miracle for brave Leo

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A BROMGROVE teenager
who has battled leukaemia
has been thrown a lifeline
after receiving a ‘quiet mir-
acle’ stem cell transplant.
After months looking for a
match, 16-year-old Leo Sproson
received three bags of stem cells
on February 18 and a further bag
on the 19th. He began chemo-

Teen gets stem cell match

sis that shattered our world, the
chemo, the fear in the middle of
the night, the sleepless nights, the
moments we tried to be strong
when we felt anything but, we
were standing watching a quiet
miracle happen.

“It looks so simple — a bag, a
line, a drip but to us, it is every-
thing.

“Those tiny cells carry hope for

the life we refuse to stop believ-
ing in, future birthdays, ordinary
mornings, laughter filling our
home again, even arguments.

“We are overwhelmed with grat-
itude for the donor who gave this
gift for the doctors and nurses
who have carried him this far,
and for the strength our boy has
shown through something no child
should ever have to face.

“We all really hope that one day
we will have the opportunity to
meet you. It wasn’t just a medical
procedure — it was the moment we
dared to believe.”

Leo will be in the hospital until
May 25, meaning he will not be
home for his birthday on March
25. His family now want to collect
letters and cards for Leo to read
when he comes out.

Send a letter or card to Leo
at Leo’s Army, PO Box 18935,
Bromsgrove, B60 9LF.

therapy last Friday.
Leo’s loved ones thought they
had received the best Christmas

JC

resent ever after a stem cell
Ipn:«’}tkclh was disci)veredhin the UK. N | G LAZI N G A i?A{EByDLS')I’ *é?cNEST g
at transplant owever, a
10/12 match, I\)avas éielayed due to & REPAI RS RE E ER E' e
the donor needing further tests Leo, LTD
and, as Leo could not wait, his left, has
family were left desperately trying received
to find another suitable match. a ‘quiet Have your double glazed
This month, his family had a call miracle’

units misted up?

Don’t despair
elp is here!

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

Call us for a free quote

from the hospital and Leo’s 10/12  after
unrelated match was cleared. battling

A statement released by Leo’s leukaemia
mum Jenna said: “After everything for
Leo has endured - the diagno- months. s

Locks
Hinges
Mirrors
Misted Glass

Safety Glass

Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories

Log Burner Glass Supplied

Flying
the flag

WYCHAVON District Council
marked four years since the
outbreak of war in Ukraine at
a flag-raising ceremony.
The Ukrainian flag was
raised above the civic cen-
tre in Pershore as a show of
solidarity with those affected
by the conflict with Russia.
Councillors and dignitar-
ies were joined by some
of the Ukrainian guests the
district has welcomed since

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

WINDOWS
SUPPLIED
& FITTED

The Ukrainian flag was raised outside Wychavon Civic
Hall. s

the conflict began.
A minute’s silence was
held to remember those who

have lost their lives, been 2and reaffirm peace, security  added. - YOUR OLD

N o _and justice will prevail.” More than 350 Ukrainians :
%?glsagigs%rnc&ngggsei;%ﬁg_ He praised the compas- in the district are being U.P.vu.C. Comp05|te Doors
gal invasion of the country. ~ Sion, kindness and friend-  helped and more than 500 WINDOWS T e \/ISA

Councillor Mark Goodge,
chairman of Wychavon,
said: “By raising this flag
today, we recognise the
lives lost, stand firm with
all those whose lives have
been changed by this war

— including those who have
sought sanctuary locally —

ship from everyone in the
district to those who had fled
the fighting.

“While we hope 2026 will
be the year peace returns
to Ukraine, we are also pre-
pared to continue to stand

by our Ukrainian friends
for as long as it takes,” he

have been helped since the
start of the war. Anyone in
Droitwich who is willing to
offer a room as a place of
sanctuary to a Ukrainian
fleeing the conflict, can visit:
bit.ly/3MrT8gj for more.

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

UPGRADE

French Doors
Back Doors

Patio Doors
Front Doors

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Cladding 5 Rooling Ltd
Nioansariywr ot |

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing

Fascia, Soffits &

Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
- 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH

www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

Birmingham

Guttering - Cladding
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Call goes out for

charity runners
The Blood Cancer UK fun run is back

@ bargains_from_yesteryear

BENN Hall, Rugby

Newbold Rd CV21 2LN
Rugby
Antiques, Collectors
& Vintage Fair
Sunday 1t March

Open 9:30 — 3:30pm
FREE Sunday Parking
£1.50 Adult Adm.
Refreshments Available

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

BROMSGROVE Blood Cancer UK
will hold its annual fun run on
May 10, with participants choos-
ing between a 5k or 10k course.

More than 60 runners have already
registered for the event, which starts and
finishes at Bromsgrove Rugby Club, and
the organisers are hoping more will fol-
low suit.

Individuals can line up on their own or
with family and friends and the event is
also usually popular with gym and run-
ning clubs.

This year, Bromsgrove Blood Cancer
UK is also hoping to join with Leo’s Army
on the day, to try to get as many people
as possible to join the DKMS stem cell
register.

Nicole Harris is hoping
people will sign up to

the annual Bromsgrove
Blood Cancer UK
Fun Run and, for

trivia whizzes, the
quiz. Picture by
Marcus Mingins
1125008 MMR
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1ing.to
blood
cancer

The charity does the research but
donors are needed for those with blood
cancers.

Marshals are also being sought for the
race, as are sponsors to help cover costs.

Nicole Harris from Bromsgrove Blood
Cancer UK said: “We only require £100
from each sponsor, so every penny goes
directly to the research.”

Runners signing up receive a race
number and information, all finishers get
a medal and there are prizes for the first,
second and third placed finishers in both
male and female races.

Runners who raise £30 or more before
the event get a t-shirt on the day.

Bromsgrove Blood Cancer UK is also
holding a quiz night at Avoncroft Arts
Centre, at 7.30pm on March 13.

Entry costs §28 for each team of four.

Visit bcukbromsgrove.org and click the
‘fun run’ link at the top for more on the
run and to enter online, and click ‘events’
for the quiz.

Alternatively, call Nicole on 01527
878493 or 07802 637093, or email her
at nicnoelharris@aol.com for further
details.

... and the Inkberrow relay needs entrants too

Enquiries 01827 895 899
bargainsfromyesteryear.com
Followed by Sunday 5" April ‘26

_nh

STOKE PRIOR

& COUNTRY CLUB
SR &

ENTRIES are open for the
Inkberrow village relay race,

n May 17.

The event is open to
running clubs, workplace
teams, friends and commu-
nity organisations, for a mix
of competition and village
spirit.

Prizes will be awarded

in various categories, with
details nearer race day.

As usual, race profits will
go to local charities and
community causes.

The event is backed by
Hills Ford, which has been
involved since the first race.

Richard Hill, of Hills Ford,
said: “The Inkberrow relay is

a brilliant example of what
local community events
should be about, bringing
people together while rais-
ing meaningful funds for
local charities.

“We've supported it since
the first race and are proud
to continue that support in
2026. It’s a fantastic day

for the village and wider
Worcestershire community.

“Entries are now open and
teams are encouraged to
secure their place early for
what promises to be another
fantastic day of competition
and community spirit.”

Visit hillsford.co.uk/relay
for more information.

Queen

One Vision

THE FAKE KILLERS

MISS WINEHOU g

%Me

ULTIMATE
DUA LIPA

SCAN QR CODE FOR TICKETS

Stoke Prior Sports & Country Club, Westonhall Road, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove B60 4AL | www.stokeprior.club
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respite service is
set to be shuttered

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A SERVICE offered at Pri-
ncess of Wales Community
Hospital, for families and
carers who support people
with learning disabilities
and complex health needs,
is set to be closed down.

Churchview, which is deliv-
ered by Herefordshire and
‘Worcestershire Health and Care
NHS Trust (HWHCT), and com-
missoned Worcestershire County
Council, is due to shut its doors
in June.

The Standard understands
staff are being redeployed to
other areas of the trust.

Churchview has been operat-
ing for four years and there are
45 people who use the service
across its two sites — they have
eligible adult social care needs
and their care is funded by the
county council.

In response, Worcestershire
County Council said alternative
care would be in place for the
summer and the authority was
working on the transition.

“The alternative provision will

ensure that appropriate, high-
quality replacement care contin-
ues to be offered to our residents
who currently use this service,”
said the council.

When asked about consultation
about the changes, a spokesper-
son said: “Where possible, we
work with families and service
users to keep them up to date
with what’s happening with their
care options.

“The provision of replacement
care will match or improve exist-
ing care and therefore, a formal
consultation is not needed.”

Respite

Replacement care, also known
as respite care or short breaks,
is a service commissioned by the
county council to complement
the range of services available
in Worcestershire to adults with
social care needs and their fami-
lies and carers.

The council said the serv-
ice formed part of the options
available to meet an individual’s
assessed eligible needs under the
Care Act 2014.

For residents with such needs,
the service has recently been pro-
vided by HWHCT.

The authority added, the trust
recently gave notice on its con-
tract to provide adult replacement
care and respite at Churchview,
enabling it to focus on its core
health and nursing services.

“Following discussions with
HWHCT, we have concluded the
only option available to the coun-
cil is to recommission this service,
providing ongoing respite care
for this group,” said the council
in a statement.

“Worcestershire County Council
recognises and values the signifi-
cant support and care that carers
provide to vulnerable adults, chil-
dren and young people, and we
recognise the importance of sup-
porting carers to maintain their
own physical and mental health
and wellbeing in order to sustain
their caring roles alongside hav-
ing a life of their own, through
these services.”

HWHCT said that Worcester-
shire County Council was plan-
ning to develop a new adult social
care replacement care offer.

The trust added, it is committed
to working closely with the coun-
cil to support the service users
affected and their families during
the transition to the new type of
service.

Droitwich Mayor Coun Chris Bowden, centre, joins Heritage managers
Becky Butler, left, and Catherine Finn at the re-opening of Droitwich
Heritage Centre. Picture by Marcus Mingins 0626008MMR1

Heritage centre refurb is
proving a hit with visitors

DROITWICH Heritage Centre has
enjoyed a stellar first few weeks since
it reopened, with hundreds of people
visiting the venue.

The new-look Droitwich Spa
Heritage Centre opened earlier this
month, following a three-year revamp
to improve the visitor experience and
expand the museum’s offering.

The reopening came just in time
for visitors to enjoy the attractions
over February half term, during
which more than 400 visitors walked
through the doors and saw what the
centre had to offer.

A spokesperson for the organisa-
tion said: “We've had an incredible

half-term week at the Droitwich Spa
Heritage Centre.

“Thank you to everyone who came
along and shared such fabulous and
very useful feedback.

“It's been wonderful to hear your
thoughts and see so many people
enjoying the new space and exhib-
its.

“If you haven't visited us yet, why
not pop in and see what everyone’s
talking about? We’d love to welcome
you.”

The Heritage Centre is open
between 10am and 4pm, Monday
to Friday, and between 10am and
1.30pm on Saturdays.

ch Off

akinans

Sales » Lettings * Property Management  Financial Services 01527 914 555

SELL OR LET YOUR
HOME & PAY NO FEE!

Sell or let your home with confidence
using our exceptional full-service |
package without paying a penny. |

*Offer applies to the first 20 houses within B96, B37 & B98 |
postcodes. Terms and conditions apply.

Oakmans Estate Agents Grand
Opening on Saturday 14th February
was a huge success!!
Much fun was had by all ...

We Had: - Guess the balloons in the car competition
(there was 48 halloons in total) and the prize was a £200
Miller & Carter gift card
- Stitch - Balloons - Chocolate

.

The dates for the next Kingfisher Centre pop up

01527 914 555

@algmr_‘]f__lans are Saturday 28th February

& Sunday 1st March
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Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Station is top
of the charts

ALVECHURCH railway sta-
tionhasbeenthehighest per-
forming in Worcestershire
over the past six months,
new figures have revealed.

Since August, Alvechurch
has performed the 754th best
out of the nation’s 2,643 sta-
tions, the highest ranking of
any in the county.

The data has been collected
by the On Time Trains web-
site. -
Of the trains scheduled to =%
stop at Alvechurch over the ~
past six months, 65 per cent
have been on time, while 86
per cent have been less than
five minutes late.

In addition, just two per cent
of trains have been 10 minutes late or more
and five per cent have been cancelled.

Alvechuch is the 1,509th busiest station
in the country. In 2025, an average of
448 passengers either arrived or departed
Alvechurch Station every day.

The numbers over the past three months
have also been encouraging, with Alvechurch
ranked the 575th best station in the country.
This ranking is 401 places higher than in the
previous three months.

Kidderminster has been the second high-
est performing station in Worcestershire
over the past six months, with Blakedown,
Redditch and Wythall stations making up the
rest of the top five.

Alvechurch Station is operated by West
Midlands Railway.

A spokesperson for the rail firm said: “We
run over 1,200 services each day and work

closely with industry partners to continu-
ously improve reliability.

“The OnTimeTrains website measures the
proportion of trains arriving at a particular
station early, on time or less than one minute
late. For each station, most of the trains
recorded as delayed were one to two minutes
late.

“Delays or cancellations can occur for a
wide variety of reasons, including industrial
action, cable theft, weather and infrastruc-
ture issues.

“Any passenger whose journey is delayed
by 15 minutes or more for any reason can
claim compensation via the Delay Repay
scheme.”

Alvechurch station has been named
the best in Worcestershire for reliabil-
ity. s

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

loorg

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Now it’s official - this
is a great place to live

BROMSGROVE and
Ombersley have been named
among the best places to live
in the UK.

The two areas have been
named among only eight areas
in Worcestershire in the 2026
Muddy Stilettos’ ‘260 top places
to live guide’.

In the guide, Bromsgrove was
described as a ‘thriving market
town’” with a backdrop of rolling
countryside.

The guide added: “Bromsgrove
nails the sweet spot between
buzz and breathing space.

“It has a lively indie high
street packed with cafes, bou-
tiques and bars, while fast links
to Birmingham mean you're
within half-an-hour of big city
delights.

“From top schools to a busy
arts calendar and a weekly out-
door market, Bromsgrove is a
town with lots of life, giving
good value for your hard-earned
pound.

“And when you need a nature
fix, Clent and Walton Hills are
just minutes away for scenic
walks or cycling.

“Down-to-earth Bromsgrove
has that winning mix of char-
acter, convenience and country-
side charm.”

Ombersley, meanwhile, was
described as ‘quintessentially
English yet brilliantly connect-
ed’.

Bromsgrove is one of the UKs best places to live. s

The guide added: “Ombersley
delivers country charm with a
side of convenience — Worcester
and nearby cities are just min-
utes away.

“Regularly voted one of the
UK’s most beautiful places to
live, this black-and-white tim-
bered gem has all the right cre-
dentials - excellent schools, a
warm community spirit and glo-
rious countryside on all sides.

“Foodies flock here for its
standout deli and characterful

pub, while families love the sen-
sibly priced homes and lively,
bunting-happy vibe that peaks
with proper village celebra-
tions.

“A laid-back little sister to
buzzy Droitwich Spa, Ombersley
is the dream mix of low-key
luxe, good living and forever-
home feels.”

The Muddy Stilettos guide
selects 260 places from 31
different counties and regions
across the UK and features a

‘best of the rest’ category.

It gives ‘insider intel’ on the
loveliest city spots, towns and
villages that feature the best
schools, shopping and pubs.

The other Worcestershire
areas to be featured were
Bewdley, Bretforton, Broadway,
Malvern, Tenbury Wells and
Upton-Upon-Severn.

Visit glosworcs.muddystilet-
tos.co.uk/best-places-to-live/
worcestershire/ for the full list.
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GET YOUR FIX: THE FREE Droitwich
Community Repair Cafe will return tomorrow
(Saturday).

Everyone is welcome to go along to the BD
Makerspace and see if their household items can
be fixed by the expert repairers.

The event runs from 10am to 2pm at the
Droitwich Spa Baptist Church on Ombersley
Street East - the last items accepted for repair will
be 1.30pm. It is usually on the last Saturday of the
month.

Repairers can fix everything from clothes and
curtains to TVs, computers and clocks.

Although repairs are free, donations are always
welcome as each repair cafe costs between §40
and £50 to put on. This covers the venue hire,
insurance and sundry items (including batteries,
solder, tape and glue).

Visit: tinyurl.com/bdmsfags for more on the
Droitwich Repair Cafe and frequently asked ques-
tions.

TRIO CHARGED: THREE men have been
charged over a knifepoint robbery in Rubery.

The incident happened at the Rubery Express in
New Road around 4am on Thursday.

Following the incident three men were arrested
on Thursday evening.

Habib Khan, 19, of Fountain Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham, Ibrahim Ahmadzai, 22, of Whitacre
Road, Bordesley Green, Birmingham, and Rooaf
Nasir, 26, of no fixed abode have been charged
with robbery.

The three men remain in custody and are due to
appear at Birmingham Crown Court on March 23.

SHOTS HEARD: SHOTS were fired at a car in
Radnor Close, Frankley, around 10.30pm last
Tuesday.

The car hit a stationary vehicle before those
inside then fled the scene.

‘West Midlands Police said no injuries had been
reported to the force, adding investigators were
working to establish who was involved and trace
them.

Following the incident, patrols have been
stepped up in the area to offer reassurance to the
community.

Witnesses or anyone with information, including
dash cam and mobile phone footage, should call
police on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

REDDITCH MODEL
RAILWAY SHOW

Tth & 8th MARCH

Trinity High School, Redditch

£ Top Quality Layouts on show in popular scales

r LI
e pﬁ-.__
24 R |
—
m :\ Al - -
x r-_‘..-f\..k‘
t? = e
AAES “

www.redditch-mrc.com

% SATURDAY 10:00-17:00, SUNDAY 10:00-16:30

. Accompanied children FREE and over 16’s £6
FREE ON SITE PARKING - SAT nav code : B98 8DS



A REDDITCH man
will soon set off
on an extraordinary
350-mile ultra-run-
ning challenge from
Malin Head to Mizen
Head - one of Ireland’s

o tough-
e s t

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@
bullivantmedia.com

endurance routes — to raise
£50,000 for children with
life-threatening illnesses.

Samuel Attwell will spend 10
consecutive days covering vast
stretches of rural Ireland, bat-
tling harsh weather, fatigue and
unforgiving terrain.

His mission is to support Molly
Ollys, a charity he represents as
an ambassador and which helps
grant wishes and provides vital
emotional support to seriously ill
children and their families.

Samuel said: “I know how

quickly life can change.
That’s why I'm doing
this.”

Samuel’s determina-
tion is deeply rooted in
personal loss. Having

lost his grandmother to
cancer and then, devastat-
ingly, his best friend —
who passed away at
just 18 years old —
those experiences
| ignited a drive in
him that went far
beyond sport.

He said: “When
you lose the people
you love far too soon, it
changes you.

“It makes you realise
how precious time is —
especially for children

who don’t get the chance
to grow up.
“Running across Ireland is

Samuel will be running
the length of Ireland to
raise money for Molly

Olly’s. s

families face every day. If my
miles can bring smiles, strength
or support to even one child,
then every step will be worth it.”

From May 18, Samuel will
embark on a journey from the
northernmost tip of Ireland to its
southernmost point, completing
the route on May 2

If successful, Samuel will join
a very small and elite group and
will, at just 21, become one of
the youngest solo runners ever
to complete the route.

Samuel plans to make the
challenge highly visible, sharing
daily video updates, GPS maps
and live progress as well as
training insights, milestones and
setbacks and honest, unfiltered
footage.

His goal is to ignite momen-
tum, inspire others, and make
the challenge go viral.

“§50,000 isn’t just a target,
it’s the difference we can make
to the lives of so many poorly
children,” he added. “If I reach
my fundraising target, then that
money will deliver up to 100
wishes, provide more than 2,500
therapeutic toys and books and
support vital projects in chil-
dren’s hospitals.

“Molly Ollys stands beside
families at the toughest moments
and every pound raised strength-
ens that support.”

Samuel has already secured
more than £12,000 sponsorship
from businesses connected to his
family, support he says means
everything as he prepares for his
immense challenge.

Visit  justgiving.com/page/
samrunsireland to donate.
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Queens Head
apartments plan

AN APPLICATION has been submitted to turn
a former pub in Redditch town centre into new

homes.

The plans, submitted by HABDesigns, would
see the conversion and extension of the Queens
Head pub into 10 one-bedroom flats.

The Queens Head pub has been closed and left
unused since August 2023, and has been up for

sale since January 2024.

The development would be ‘car parking-free’
and the location is within a walkable distance to
essential amenities, according to the application

documents.

The applicant said the site would be a suitable
location for residential homes by regenerating a
derelict building and providing additional required

homes in Redditch.

To view the full planning application, search for
25/01421/FUL on the Redditch Borough Council

planning website.

Redditch man’s not
guilty murder plea

A REDDITCH man has
pleaded not guilty to
murder.

Benjamin Day, 20,
was accused of murder-
ing 24-year-old Maria
Saceanu at an address
in Oldbury between
December 19 and 22.

Day appeared at
Wolverhampton Crown
Court via prison video
link on February 18,
where he spoke only to

identify himself and to
enter a not guilty plea
to murder.

The case has been
adjourned for a trial
date yet to be fixed.

Day, of Yeadon
Close, was charged on
December 24, a few
days after police were
called to an address in
Barncroft Road where a
woman was confirmed
dead at the scene.

WHAT’S ON AT

nothing compared to what these
LIVE MUSIC:
27" FEB: ABBA GOLD

6" MARCH: BEATLEMANIA

7™ MARCH: NEARLY DAN - THE SOUND OF STEELY DAN
190 MARCH TINA TURNER EXPERI
20" MARCH: FLEETWOOD UNCHA D
21“ MARCH FEARLESSLY TAYLOR (TAYLOR SWIFT TRIBUTE)
H MARCH: THE ARMED MAN - BARNT GREEN CHORAL

2"" APR[L SMOOTH CRIMINAL - MICHAEL JACKSON EXPERIENCE
4™ APRIL: ELECTRIK LIVE ORCHES RA
9™ APRIL: K-POP SUPERSTARS

10™ APRIL: THE RADIOHEAD PROJECT
111“ APRIL: THE ANNIE LENNOX & EURYTHMICS SHOW
12" APRIL: SHANIA TWAIN - BY SHANIA LIVE
17™ APRIL: ONE NIGHT OF ADELE - NAOMI JOHNSON ARTRIX IS

23"° APRIL: WILD BOYS OF THE 80S RUN BY
2 " MAY: GIVE ME THE NIGHT (GEORGE BENSON TRIBUTE) VOLUNTEERS
3% MAY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIB FOR THE
4”i MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON SINGS CAROLE KING PEOPLE OF
™ MAY: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS BROMSGROVE
9"‘ MAY: OASISH
14™ MAY: ELTON’S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD
15" MAY: THIS IS MERSEYBEAT e o e

16" MAY: CLASSIC ROCK REVIVAL

17" MAY: CELEBRATING CELINE - A NEW DAY
22\n MAY: FRANKIE - THE CONCERT (FT THE FALSETTOS
29™ MAY: RHINESTONE COWBOY: THE GLEN CAMBELL
30" MAY: BURN DEEP PURPLE TRIBUTE
5™ JUNE: THE CARPENTERS EXPER

TORY
6™ JUNE: EVERLY BROTHERS BY CI/{:’\DII[?EELIGHT ,
1
19”' JUNE: BEEGEES YOU SH()ULD BE DANCING CEERTH

: I'M EVER
4 3 JULY: SOUND & VIQION ORIBTE TO BOWIE AT THE END OF

10™ JULY: BLONDISH SIC OF BLONDE) APRIL, ARTRIX
L JULY: OF DEPINITIVE GENEaES IS UNDERGOING
23" JULY: ULTIMATE ELVIS EXPERIENCE A REFIT OF THE
24™ JULY: DESPERADOS EAGLES SEATING
EVENT CINEMA: oS~

2P MARCH: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: THE AUDIENCE
3" MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: GISELLE
315 MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED
20™ APRIL: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: ALL MY SONS
21 APRIL ROYAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE
S”T'_JVI AL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEGIN

MAY NT LIVE: LIVE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
25lH JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MON: (6-8PM), WED: 10AM-12PM, SAT: 10AM-12PM

ELTON'S SONG:

il
'ARTRIX

‘BEYOND THE
'YELLOW BRICK

. 14TH MAY 2026

‘DOORS 19:00 | STARTS 19;

.co.uk/thekillerskollective

Pofie

ARTRIX |

19*" MARCH 2026
A TRIBUTE TO |
TINA TURNER

'H*OCTOBER
| PAR
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PALACE FORTHCOMING  SoAVOR

THEATRE  ATTRACTIONS ~ BOOKTICKETS

THUR 5 MARCH

ONE VOICE

— The Music o /— .
BARRY MANILOW

— LTV

=

&’\\

| (‘ : t g & : ‘\;
THE STORVOF‘a i THE SONGS YOU GREW UP WITH... i g COSMOS FAcTORY
2 THE DUBLINERS N THE DEFINITIVE TRIBUTE 10 THE MUSIE OF

NA - MANDY - COULD IT BE MAGIC

CAN'T SMILE WITHOUT YOU (REEDENCE CLEARWATER REVIVAL

WED4 (10
MARCH N FRI 13 MARCH

4 |
! ? : - BLUEJAYS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS
IM DA\/ I" S N DUSTY. ELVIS Ly BUDDY _ TH
"‘ N SPRINGFIELD PRESLEY HOLLY BEATLES
- f

TUE 17-WED 18 MARCH THUR 26 MARCH
FREXTASY TRAVELLERS TUNES

o o sotGie S AN EVENINGMITH STEVEERADOCK

o . S — X — ~ FEA?IIIIIIIEEMHBEANGHLUiIHSBEN[
TUE 31 MARCH WED 1 APRIL THUR 2 APRIL
www.redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk 0 RUBICON
BOX OFFICE 01527 65203 LEISURE
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with CHOICE OF
comfort, quality, and a personal touch BACKHEIGHY
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. GHUIGE OF

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very

¢“Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and installation. and Good prices -
Five Star Service! ] what more could

Fantastic you ask for!>®

Products!”’ (CB August 2025)
(L.H. Sept 2025)

starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery

reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

"'_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
' Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

it
facebook

. 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk
I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
SALE THROUGHOUT STORE

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

HIGHGROVE

‘PAcKage LUXURIOUS

DEALS < HANDCRAFTED
FROM £399| R BESPOKE BEDS

; AN N7 & MATTRESSES
RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE : 7k

IN STORE T .. i PaliY

: 2
LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE ZIE MODELS IN STORE

T P ey
3 + 2 RECLINING SOFAS
WAS £1495 NOW £995

5 /: Al ire O =l g
Sleepeeze|,....i M pmenshvel,
I Iarris;)‘r{zSpinks _C

VISIT OURD SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8S8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE FIRST special educa-
tional need and disability
(SEND) session at the Bro-
msgrove Thrive Hub was
hailed a huge success, help-
ing young people build con-
fidence, independence and
friendships.

Youngsters made meaningful
social connections at the event,
hosted at Social Sticks, in the
town.

The activities on offer includ-
ed pet therapy, games, creative

crafts and group exercises — all
within a safe and welcoming envi-
ronment.

The day was created to help
young SEND adults to develop
life skills while having fun and
forging lasting friendships.

A key highlight was a part-
nership with the Fit Paws Dog
Walking Company, which saw
participants collect dogs and
experience what it was like to
run their very own dog-walking
service.

Young people took the dogs
on an adventure walk, supported
with light grooming and basic
training before safely returning
the pets to their owners.

The experience introduced par-
ticipants to the responsibilities of
animal care and offered insights
into dog walking as a potential
profession.

After a shared group lunch - to
help build independence — attend-
ees travelled together using pub-
lic transport and learned routes,
timings and travel skills in a sup-
ported environment that encour-
aged confidence away from par-
ents and carers.

The afternoon activities cen-
tred on fun and social interac-
tion, with bowling and arcade
games at Redditch providing the
perfect setting for laughter and
teamwork.

The group went bowling at Tenpin Redditch and, inset, he young people also gained independence by travelling on public transport, learning about routes

Parents and carers enjoyed
much-needed respite time know-
ing their young people were
engaged in a positive, structured
experience that prioritised well-
being, friendship and real-world
skills.

Simon Connell, Thrive Hub
Bromsgrove founder, and a local
secondary school teacher, said
the response from families and
the wider community had been
overwhelming.

“We wanted to create some-
thing that truly supports young
people to grow socially and devel-
op independence in a way that
feels natural and enjoyable,” he
said. “Seeing friendships forming,

&

and timetables. s

confidence growing and families
getting some breathing space has
been incredibly powerful.”

He added, demand was far
greater than expected and the
group is planning to expand the
service and host more sessions to
support more local families.

Thrive Hub Bromsgrove focuses
on creating inclusive experiences
which combine social activities
with practical life skills, helping
young SEND adults gain confi-
dence in everyday situations.

Plans are now under way
to expand the provision and
introduce additional dates and
Wednesday night socials, to meet
growing demand.

*ferms apply

ENJOY £0 JOINING FEES |

Holiday Inn

AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY W[ %‘4 ‘
/{.,

——

SWIMMING POOL CARDIO RESISTANCE KIT FEEL AT HOME LIFESTYLE SUPPORT GROUP EXERCISE SPA POOL

01527 571 957

bromsgrove@youfitclubs.co.uk

Holiday Inn Bromsgrove
Kidderminster Rd, B61 9AB

SAUNA & STEAM ROOM

It's a great time of year to start exercising. The days are getting longer and it's an ideal
time to getinsshape for the summer months ahead, so when the season arrives you're
looking and feeling your best. Feel at home in our clubs, enjoying a great range of facilities
including full gym suite, fitness classes, plus our pools for an invigorating swim or relaxing
dip after your workout.

youfitclubs.co.uk
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BUILDLAND

The Building & Landscaping DIY Centre

CAN'T MATCH
vour sricks WE CAN!
OVER 300 BRICKS IN STOCK AT OUR 4 ACRE SITE

v Expert Brick Matching Available
v Trade & Public Welcome
v/ Open 7 Days a Week

.~ Fence Panel

from £29.95

Concrete Slotted
Post from £14.45

Concrete Gravel

REDDITCH
Buildland Ltd, Oxleasow Road, Redditch,
East Moons Moat, Worcestershire, B98 ORE
Tel: 01527 519 444

COVENTRY
The Prince William Henry, 252 Foleshill Road,
Coventry, CV1 4HW
Tel: 02476 703 500

ﬁ @ ALL PRICES ARE PLUS VAT

Open to the public and trade 7 Days a Week: Mon-Sat: 7:30am - 4:30pm. Sun: 10:00am - 2:00pm
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A teenager was arrested on Northfield high stret. s

E-scooter arrest

A TEENAGER was arrested after a
police officer was seriously injured
as he tried to stop a youth illegally
riding an e-scooter.

Officers were on patrol in
Northfield high street around
1.30pm last Thursday when the
incident happened.

They spotted the rider acting sus-
piciously and he tried to make off
down an alleyway.

The officers waited to stop him
and the rider performed a U-turn
and headed back onto the high
street.

There he collided with a police
constable from West Midlands
Police’s Guardian Taskforce which
is dedicated to tackling knife crime
and serious youth violence.

The officer suffered a fractured
knee and had to undergo surgery.
He is continuing his recovery.

An 18-year-old from Longbridge
was arrested on suspicion of
wounding, dangerous driving and

failing to stop for police and the
e-scooter was seized.

The suspect has been released
on bail while the investigation con-
tinues.

Det Supt Dave Sproson of
Birmingham Police, said: “The offic-
er who was u\]ured was simply try-
ing to detain the rider so he could
be spoken to, but has instead been
seriously injured.

“Thankfully, he’s in good spirits
and is getting lots of support from
family and colleagues.

“We're grateful to the members
of the public who stopped to help
the officer in the immediate after-
math.”

Officers have already spoken to a
number of witnesses and recovered
CCTV and body worn video.

Anyone who witnessed the inci-
dent or who has information and
has not yet spoken to the police
should call officers on 101 or
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
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Biggest stage yet
for synchro group

A SYNCHORISED swimming
group with members from
Droitwich and Worcester will
perform in front of 29,000 peo-
ple over two days at a national
event at Birmingham’s NEC.

The Synchro Stingrays, who
perform in lakes and lidos across
‘Worcestershire, Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire, will put on four
shows at the National Outdoor
Expo.

The performance will be the
Stingrays’ biggest ever so far since
members came together two years
ago at a synchro taster session. It
was hosted by Swim with Ray and
led by swim coach and choreogra-
pher Ray Farr.

As well as firm friendships being
made and the giddy highs from their
end of course show, the group has
gone on to perform at events across
the three counties.

Shows have included a full moon
event at Broadfields in Cutnall
Green, New Year’s Day Mayoral
swim at Woodside Country Park in
Ledbury and a charity event for Sue
Ryder at Cheltenham Lido.

The Stingrays hail from all over
the counties including Droitwich
Spa, Worcester, Hereford and
Ledbury.

Ray, who will also be running
swimming sessions at the event
as well as directing the Stingray’s
shows, said: “We are so excited
to be performing at the National
Outdoor Expo.

“In just two years this group of
women has gone from putting their
toe in the water and trying a new
activity, to performing for hundreds
- and now thousands - of people.

“I have seen how the open water
community has grown in recent
years and how important it has
been for people’s mental health and
to combat social isolation.

“Confidence grows and new
friendships are formed and I am
really proud to play my part in
that - and especially proud of the
Stingrays.

“They have come out in all weath-

The Synchro
Stingrays,
includ-
ing mem-
&y bers from
Droitwich and
Worcester,
will perform
in front of
29,000 at
the National
Outdoor
Expo at
Birmingham’s
EC.s

ers and even in the dark to make
sure they are show ready to enter-
tain - and inspire - the crowds.”

The National Outdoor Expo
runs from March 21 to 22 and the
Stingrays will be performing on
both days at 11am and 1pm.

The Synchro Stingrays will
also appear at other events this
year including a Kate Bush Day
in Worcestershire and a Wedding
Fayre in Herefordshire.

Visit swimwithray.com or follow
the synchro stingrays on Facebook
and Instagram for more.

‘7lte New

WESTON—SUPER—MARE
MID WEEK SPRING SPECIALS

Allinclude four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Monday 9th March - Friday 13th March
Monday 23rd March - Friday 27th March
Monday 6th April - Monday 10th April
Monday 20th April - Friday 24th April
Monday 27th April - Friday 1st May
Monday 4th May - Friday 8th May
Monday 11th May - Friday 15th May

Was £269 NOW £225pp
Was £279 NOW £236pp
Was £295 NOW £247pp
Was £299 NOW £251pp
Was £299 NOW £251pp
Was £309 NOW £258pp
Was £319 NOW £262pp

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH FREE BAR

All include three nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm & optional coach travel

Friday 13th March - Monday 16th March
Friday 20th March - Monday 23rd March
Friday 27th March - Monday 30th March
Friday 3rd April - Monday 6th April (Easter)
Friday 10th April - Monday 13th April
Friday 17th April - Monday 20th April
Friday 1st May - Monday 4th May

Friday 8th May - Monday 11th May

To book or for fu

ther information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

Amazing
Offers

Up To
25%

Was £265 NOW £219pp
Was £269 NOW £222pp
Was £269 NOW £230pp
Was £315 NOW £269pp
Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £295 NOW £259pp
Was £295 NOW £251pp
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BROMSGROVE'S

(D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Trusted BRAND names with extra discounts on made to order items from -

Sherborne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds,
Harrison Spinks, Global Home,

Cotswold Chairs and many more.
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Mattresses -
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture

Clearance - Big brand names at
unheatable prices:
DFS - Tetrad - La-Z-Boy * Parker Knoll « Sofology
Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!!

(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display ¢ Clearance Stock)

SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!
Clearance & Extra Discounts off Ordered Items.

G 5 0/ .
Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience! ﬂ'{lﬂ 1 0 OF?: II'Is WHK

Built on Experience, Grown on Trust.

Was £1299 -
NOW ONLY “ﬁ"a

> —< — . [ o IetelDoubielBed™
EXTRA 10% OFF Sherborne | Furniture Village Swivel Chairs B 4" COMPLETE SET WITH DRI
Upholstery this week! (many electric reclining) HEADBOARD IN CHOICE OF COLOUR

FROM ONLY

£299

N g Al
BLACK 1.8 X 1.0 TABLE K REDUCED INCLUDIN  RECLINER
+ 6 SWIVEL CHAIRS 0FAS FROM / e - .

NOW ONLY £599

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
& YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

& OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week: R SARLANDS

; i i * Monday to Friday: 9am - 5pm
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park » Saturday: 10am —5pm S i

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW « Sunday: 10am - 4pm

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk : bor:n&v k;:s :;;: . "
acebook: aKian urniture 3, © Jawel Paints Bromsgrove -
Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture s © [ %

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Spark scheme
is cancer boost

A TEAM at the Royal Orthopaedic
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
(The ROH) in Northfield has
secured a place on the Spark the
Midlands programme for an anti-
cancer project it has developed.

The scheme uses a minimally inva-
sive anti-cancer and bone regenerative
injectable paste, using the cancer-kill-
ing properties of gallium.

Spark the Midlands aims to pro-
vide academic support to advance
healthcare research discoveries in the
region.

The team from the ROH includes
Dr Lucas Souza, Prof Adrian Gardner,
and Jonathan Stevenson, alongside
Professor Richard Martin and Dr Eirini
Theodosiou from Aston University.

Together, they will use the Spark pro-
gramme to secure a clear pathway for the
cancer-kKilling paste to be taken from the lab,
into clinics and hospitals.

If proved effective through clinical trials,
the paste - a gallium-doped bioglass - could
be used to treat patients with primary and
metastatic bone cancer.

Dr Lucas Souza, Research Laboratory
Manager at The Royal Orthopaedic Hospital,
said: “Where the global success rate for new
ideas making it to clinical trials is less than
five per cent, Spark has recorded a project
success rate of 62 per cent.

“Thanks to this programme, the ROH will
have the support to develop a regional pipe-
line for the translation of ideas for orthopae-
dic and bone cancer applications to NHS-
approved medical use.”

Spark the Midlands is a collaboration

between Aston University, the West Midlands
Health Tech Innovation Accelerator and
Forging Ahead.

The programme originated out of Stanford
University in California and has proved huge-
ly impactful in improving the success of inno-
vations making their way to clinical trials and
then clinical practice.

The programme provides access to spe-
cialised knowledge and technical expertise
regarding diagnostic, therapeutic and medi-
cal device development and sources of fund-
ing to support translational efforts. It also
helps to provide mentorship and forge net-
works between researchers, those with tech-
nical and specialist knowledge and potential
sources of funding.

The ROH’s orthopaedic oncology and
arthroplasty consultant, Jonathan
Stevenson, and Dr Lucas Souza,
Research Laboratory manager. s

cles to Redditch Borough Councij
Marcus Mingins 0626009MMR

IMPORTANT TRIP: A FLEET of new serv-
ice vehicles are being delivered a mile

to Redditch Borough Council’s Housing
Property Services this month.

It will take just three minutes for the 60
new vehicles to complete the short trip across
Arrow Valley Country Park to the council’s
Crossgate Road operations headquarters,
after a £1.9million fleet replacement contract
was won by nearby Startin Group.

The new council-branded vans will become
a familiar sight across Redditch as the author-
ity’s plumbers, electricians, and other staff
start using them to serve tenants across over
5,500 properties in the borough.

Half the new vehicles will come into serv-
ice this year and the rest next year, under a
planned replacement programme to deliver
improved long-term reliability and value for
money.

With many of the vehicles they will replace
being over a decade old, the move will reduce
growing reliability issues that have resulted in
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avoidable delays and disruption for tenants.

The council’s portfolio holder for hous-
ing, Coun Bill Hartnett, said the investment
supported the wider commitment to improve
services for tenants and it was delighted to
boost a local business in the process.

“These vehicles will enable housing proper-
ty services teams to more efficiently support
customers for years to come.”

Lee O’Connell, head of group fleet at the
Redditch-headquartered Startin Group, said:
“Supplying Redditch Borough Council is
exactly the kind of work the new Startin Fleet
Hub and compound was built for.

“Public sector fleets need dependable deliv-
ery, clear communication and vehicles pre-
pared to a consistent standard.

“This facility gives us the control and
capacity to do that properly.”

Redditch Borough Council’s social housing
functions are not funded by council tax - they
are funded by low social rents paid by tenants
with occasional extra Government funding.
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SA CARPETWISE

CURTAINWISE - FURNITUREWISE
SAVE '

2-4 Wharf Road .
up to ’ St;atford upon Avon CV37 OAD
) @

Sofa
NOW from

(Fo99)

rrp £1299

E Available
in fabric or

leather /

/
FREE
measuring & quotations Interest trae

finance now
available

STOCK CARPETS
BIG \; ‘ from £8. 99 per sq.m
SAVINGS! : ,- A
on all corner and T RS ] =~ 7N
chaise sofas SN pr—— 8
Zac Chaise | : ‘ U
£2,319 : A n43 Sl 0 )
rrp £1,969 5 = e ¢ R "i“»\ Carpet
THERE'S MORE IN STORE FOR LESS
across all our departments

Rolling Hills

tock colours only

HYPNOS

FANTASTIC Pillowtop
SAVINGS Mattresses

Ask about our for Extra
KING for the Comfort

price of a DOUBLE — 01789 299446
7 www.carpetwise.net

Visit our Showroom:
Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 17.00

FREE Parking right outside

*For Extra Discount Terms & Conditions, please visit:
selecied ranges https://lwww.carpetwise.net/extra-saving-terms-and-conditions-2026/

For quick delivery
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Making change
is project’s goal

A CHILDREN’S charity trustee has
visited a Redditch foundation to see
the impact of their evening football
sessions on the local community.

Mark Williams, grant application
coordinator for the Oakland Foundation,
was at the Unlocking Potential (UP)
Foundation CIC’s Monday evening
football sessions for 10 to 13-year-olds
at Trinity High School.

The lively session, attended by 26
young people, highlighted the differ-
ence the programme makes every
week.

Running during term time from
5.30pm to 7pm, the sessions are fund-
ed by the Oakland Foundation as part
of its commitment to helping local chil-
dren access safe, positive activities.

Mark said: “Seeing these sessions first-hand
really brought home how vital they are.

“When young people are given safe spaces,
positive influences and opportunities to con-
nect, it can completely change the direction of
their lives.

“These sessions aren’t just about football -
they’re about confidence, belonging and giving
young people the chance to thrive.

“The Oakland Foundation is delighted to sup-
port the UP Foundation’s work and to see the
real, tangible impact it’s having.

“Dedication of the staff, the energy of the
young people and the sense of community they
have built is outstanding.

“It’s exactly the kind of programme we're
proud to champion, one that opens doors and
removes barriers for young people who deserve
every opportunity.”

The UP Foundation has been supporting chil-
dren and young people aged 10 to 25 across

Redditch for the past decade.

Its mission is to unlock the potential of every
young person it works with, helping them over-
come barriers to social inclusion, education,
personal development and wellbeing.

The twice-weekly football sessions are a key
part of that mission.

Speaking about the programme, Heather
Stephens of the UP Foundation said: “The ses-
sions attract young people from a variety of
backgrounds and allow them to exercise, con-
nect with others and build confidence.

“By rewarding positive behaviours, such
as resilience and teamwork, vital skills are
learned.”

Up Foundation Football Coach and Youth
Work Mentor Orrin Pendley with trustee
and grant application coordinator of

the Oakland Foundation Mark Williams,
participants and Up Foundation youth
volunteer. s
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Enriching the
lives of the

older generation

Set in the heart of
Droitwich Spa with
beautiful landscaped
gardens and traditional
homely interiors,

residents enjoy enticing
mealtimes and an inspiring
programme of activities.

Discover how we can support what matters to you. Contact us:

WWW.DORSETHOUSE.CARE

% Lunchtime Specials and

“+% Under 60s Menu £10.25

3
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Avon

ONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofing6@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE « TRUSTED
New roofs
+ +
Roof repairs ‘
+ 4
Re-bedding

Flat roof solutions

Chimneys rebuilt

DRY RIDGES
Fascias

*
Soffits
*
Down pipes

Championships. s

BROMSGROVE Swimming Club (BSC) won
11 gold medals competing at the Worcester
County Championships at Sandwell Aquatics
Centre.

Some 45 Bromsgrove swimmers took to
the water at the County Championships - an
increase from 25 qualifiers at last year’s
event.

Bromsgrove athletes achieved an 81 per
cent personal best (PB) rate while many
swimmers achieved a 100 per cent PB record
across all of their races.

In total, BSC qualified for 62 finals and won
11 gold, five silver and eight bronze medals

Bromsgrove Swimming Club had some great results in the Worcester County

The Standard, Friday February 27, 2026

A golden occasion for
town’s young swimmers

along with eight junior medals and three sen-
ior medals.

Some of the standout achievements saw
Sam McDonald become junior county cham-
pion while Luke Jones broke the club record
in the 100m breaststroke on his way to the
senior title.

And Darcey Hackett broke both the 50m
freestyle county record and 50m butterfly
county record in the 13-year-old category.

BSC head coach, Morgan King said every
swimmer who competed should be incredibly
proud of themselves after representing the
club with pride and professionalism.

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
> GABLE RECYGLING LTD

&

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, GU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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3 Wordsley Green Shopping Centre DY8 S

From around £3000 u
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Why trust your Kitchens
Makeover to anyone else?s

By keeping your existing cabinets and just replacing the doors
we can give your kitchen-a-new look in just ONE DAY!

NO NEED TO EMPTY YOUR UNITS - With our system therg is
no fuss, and it's quick and mess free ioo#

SAVE BIG this month with our HALF PRICE FITTING offer - Buy 6

or more made to size doors and we’'ll reduce the cost of fitting by 50% and

,.7, if it's just the Doors you are after, we’ll get it done in about one day!

call and speak to Karen - TODAY!

0800 448 80

Www_doorsant
ALEL L A 4R 11!
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PUTTING THEIR CASE: MEMBERS
of Bromsgrove Golf Club have cre-
ated their own leaflet in response to
one put out by the developer hoping
to build on the site.

In their document, the campaign-
ers outline their concerns about
the 700-home proposal for the site
revealed earlier this month.

Developer Blenheim Strategic
Partners launched a consultation
on their proposal, adding responses
would help shape a planning
application being submitting to
Bromsgrove District Council.

That consultation closed yesterday
(Thursday) but prior to that, the
firm created a leaflet detailing the
plans and the positive impact they

would have, distributing it to homes
surrounding the club.

The applicants claim the develop-
ment will help meet demand for new
homes in Bromsgrove and the initial
plan detailed a mix of starter and
family homes with 50 per cent of
them being affordable housing.

To counteract that, in their leaflet,
campaigners highlighted the club’s
busyness with 60,000 rounds of golf
played there each year by its 1,100
members and visitors.

They also highlighted the thriv-
ing Junior Academy - the largest in
England - with more than 200 young
people enjoying learning how to
play golf there.

And they raised issues with the
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Gentlemen’s Club Captain, Gary McCartney,
with past captain, Lee Machin, and Ellie with
the leaflet they have produced. Picture by
Marcus Mingins 0826003MMR

development, claiming 20,000
mature trees could be lost, spelling
disaster for wildlife, the loss of the
community venue and 80 jobs - from
the club and those businesses sup-
plying it.

In 2017, the club’s owners
responded to a Bromsgrove District
Council ‘Call For Sites’, putting the
land the golf centre is on up for
consideration for potential future
development.

The council identified the site as
suitable and the owners entered a
long-standing contractual agreement
with Blenheim Strategic Partners.

Visit bromsgrovestandard.co.uk
for more on this story.

SHOWCOACH tours

27 years of coach tours to top shows

Our 2026 programme is out now and available to view on our
website, just click on "schedule"

.£59

April
23 BARNUM Birmingham Hippodrome ...

May
8 MALVERN SPRING FESTIVAL £49
15 SPRING BY THE SEA (5 day tour)

Kingswood Hotel Sidmouth £610
June
6 CARDIFF & THE ROYAL MINT ..........ccconcnniisiinasssisncssussinsnnd £47

18 ROYAL ASCOT LADIES DAY..
20 BLENHEIM PALACE FLOWER
26 WESTON SUPER MARE.

duly

4 BRECON MOUTAIN RAILWAY & CYFARTHFA ..
11 RHS BADMINTON FLOWER SHOW .
14 MATILDA The Musical Birmingham
18 BARMOUTH

Pick ups @ Readifch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject fo route)
For details and fo book phone 01527 542389
or email enquiries@showcoachtours.co.uk
Visit www.showcoachtours.co.uk for the full programme

MP meets mail chiefs
over delivery issues

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore has met
senior Royal Mail executives along-
side Lichfield MP Dave Robertson
to press for urgent improvements to
postal services following continued
complaints from residents and busi-
nesses about delays, missed deliveries
and unreliable post.

The MPs held the meeting with Kate
Seals, Royal Mail’s regional operations
director, and David Gold, director of
external affairs and policy, to challenge
persistent service failures and demand
clear action.

Discussions focused on concerns around
inadequate staffing levels, shortages of
appropriate equipment and an over-reli-
ance on overtime simply to maintain basic

delivery routes.

During the meeting, Mr Bloore raised
the direct experiences of constituents in
Redditch and surrounding villages who
have reported inconsistent delivery times
and prolonged disruption.

He also highlighted the impact of poor
performance on people waiting for NHS
appointment letters, legal documents and
other time-sensitive correspondence.

The MPs further challenged Royal
Mail’s communication with the public,
particularly around the Universal Service
Obligation and the lack of clear informa-
tion about what level of service house-
holds were entitled to and how mail was
now delivered.

Mr Bloore said: “Residents rightly expect
a postal service they can rely on.

“Too many people are still telling me the
same story - late post, missed deliveries
and no clear explanation.

“That simply isn’t good enough, which
is why Dave Robertson and I have taken
this right to the top of Royal Mail’s leader-
ship team.”

Mr Bloore said it was clear staffing pres-
sures, equipment shortages and inconsist-
ent communication were contributing to
the problems.

“At the same time, these issues cannot
be solved without working together.

“I welcome the fact senior executives
came around the table and engaged
constructively but communities across
Redditch and the Midlands now need to
see real action, not just assurances.”

ARciI’I’:‘RY AXETHROWING | CLAY SHOOTING

WOODLAND
LASER TAG
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Aiming to pack
bigger punch

FILMING for a documentary which tells
the story of Wallop Boxing Club and its
lead coach and director, Carl Dickens,
has been extended.

Freelance videographer Harry Johnson,
from Feckenham, has been filming at the
Redditch club over the past few months.

However, such is the success of Wallop’s
fighters, both Harry and Carl, have agreed to
extend the project by several months.

Harry started filming the club and its ongo-
ings last summer after conversations with his
dad Neil.

Neil used to sponsor Carl when the latter
fought as a professional boxer.

And London-based videographer Harry
believes an extension to the project will help
tell a stronger story about Wallop and the
club’s fighters.

Harry said: “Progress has been great.
There’s been so much to film from compared
to when we initially spoke to just tell the story
of the gym.

“With me being down in London, Carl calls
me with an update and I end up coming back

and filling days with filming. Progress is
really good.

“We decided to extend the project to justify
the story a bit more because it didn’t feel like
the story was over after the first couple of
months.

“The main surprise for me is just how much
is in there from the initial idea of showing
how boxing can help people, mixed with the
success of the gym.”

Harry has previously worked on produc-
tions for Channel 4 and has thoroughly
enjoyed the process of documenting Wallop.

And he hopes the final cut of the
documentary will cast a different light
on the sport.

Harry added: “You hope whatever
you film is authentic.

“It hasn’t been a difficult process,
compared to other things I've worked
on because everything I'm filming
with Carl is good stuff.

“We want to keep the premise the
same in terms of what boxing does
for people so when it comes to the
edit, it’s going to be very difficult
leaving anything out.

“The premise that’s coming out of
it is the good that boxing can offer to people
on all kinds of levels.

“I don’t want the documentary to have a
singular message.

“I hope it will show people a different side
to what they might think boxing actually is.

“It will hopefully be a few stories within
one story.”

Carl Dickens is Wallop’s founder and a
former professional boxer. Picture by
Harry Johnson.
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Alan Owen, featured in ‘Our Planet, The People, My Blood’, has fought tirelessly
for the rights of those affected by nuclear weapons testing. s

Documenting testing story

A FEATURE-length documentary which expos-
es the effects of nuclear weapons testing is
having one of its first public UK screenings in
Bromsgrove.

‘Our Planet, The People, My Blood’, cre-
ated by Everlock Productions, will be shown at
Fairfield Village Hall on March 15

After the screening there will be question and
answer session with some veterans who appear
in the documentary.

After three years of filming, director, Daniel
Everitt-Lock, is proud to present the piece
which centres on Alan Owen, a descendant of
an Atomic Soldier, who has fought tirelessly for
the rights of those affected by nuclear weapons
testing around the world.

Through global first hand accounts, viewers
follow Alan his journey, as he takes on the UK’s
Ministry of Defence, in a landmark legal battle
which seeks recognition and compensation for
millions.

The film was recently sponsored by Sir John

Hayes, CBE MP, and Rebecca Long Bailey
MP, for a special Parliamentary screening
in January which saw the UK’s Atomic Test
Veterans - the main subject of the documentary
- gain cross party recognition and support from
multiple MPs.

Sir John said: “This outstanding film chroni-
cles a decades-long campaign for the recogni-
tion of those who witnessed the first nuclear
tests.

“Recognition must go beyond a medal, it
must include acceptance of the effects of radia-
tion on them and their descendants. The work
addressed in this film will, in the end, deliver
what these people deserve: justice.”

The event is part of the Bromsgrove Arts
programme and there will be free parking at
the venue and a licensed bar.

Visit bromsgrovearts.org.uk for more.

Email info@truepfilms.com for more on the
documentary - the Bromsgrove showing marks
the start of a run throughout March.

-

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Sat: 8.30am-5.00pm
.{Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

’ ROWBERRYS

-».::\ The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

W % m @ W Lower Chaddesley Corbett,

Kidderminster DY10 4QN
ENGLISH GROWN Everything you need for Jesibises 124
Camelia's, Rhododendron's MOTHERS 1) ):\ %

Rowberry’s Farm Butchery
under one roof!

open 7 days a week
Quality local & home produced meat.
Cut Flowers, Pot Plants, .
7}'3 Giftware and Luxury Chocolates |

Get all your fresh frmt. veg &
grocery essentials in our

Home-Grown Roses

over 300 varieties to choose
from. Prices start from

£11.99

Not sure what to buy?
Our GIFT VOUCHERS are ideal
as they can be spent in all areas
of our business.
— )
E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁl’ind us on Facebook
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- Enjoying a packed visit

The REDDITCH Rowan Beavers were
given a behind-the-scenes experience
when they visited the Amazon centre.

The Amazon team in Redditch host-
ed the Beavers for a guided tour of
the centre.

During the tour, the children had
the opportunity to track their own
packages around the centre, watch-
ing robots move items through the
building.

The Beavers also took part in a
f hands-on activity where they pack-
‘ aged their own Amazon box, complete
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young Beavers had a wonderful visit.

“They did an exceptional job host-
ing the tour and our Beavers were
very engaged in the technology at the
site.”

Beavers are the second youngest
section of the Scouting family in the
UK, typically aged between six and
eight years old.

Beaver Scouts have the opportunity
to be creative and explore their local
community through meetings, games,
crafts, and sleepovers.

with a goody bag to take home.
| Beaver Scout leader Holly said: “Our

The scouts enjoyed their day out
at the warehouse. s

Taylor-made music and lots more

THERE is a packed programme
at Bromsgrove’s Artrix throughout
March - from showstopping musi-
cals and iconic tribute nights to
brain-boosting comedy and world-
class cinema events.

Fans of the Fab Four can go on
a Magical Mystery Tour through
John, Paul, George and Ringo’s
greatest hits when Beatlemania
come to the venue next Friday,
March 6.

Other tribute acts at Artrix include
Nearly Dan - The Spirit and Sound
of Steely Dan - on March 7, Tina
Live - The Tina Turner Experience -
on March 19, Fleetwood Unchained
- The Ultimate Fleetwood Mac
Celebration - on March 20 and
Fearlessly Taylor - a must for
Swifties - on March 21.

In between those acts is The
Great British Bake Off Musical from
March 12 to 14. The deliciously

funny and heartwarming theatri-
cal treat, inspired by the nation’s
favourite baking show, boasts
catchy songs, lovable characters
and plenty of theatrical sparkle.
Families and young performers
will shine in Disney Newsies Jr on

—A-N=

FEARLESSLY,

March 22, bringing the rousing
story of young newspaper sellers to
life with energy and heart.
Mathematicians looking for mirth
can go along to Getting Triggy With
It - Matt Parker ‘does the maths’
blending laugh-out-loud comedy

3

w,

4
A

'
o

mixed with mind-bending maths.
Football fans will not want to
miss ‘An Evening with Birmingham
City Legends’ on March 18, promis-
ing fascinating stories and football
nostalgia.
Classical audiences can expe-

rience The Armed Man by Karl
Jenkins on March 28, a moving and
dramatic choral work.

And Alfie Moore brings his hilari-
ous Acopalypse Now show to Artrix
on March 26.

There are also cinema screenings
of world-class performances and
national shows.

National Theatre Live: The
Audience is on Monday, March 2,
a day later - on Tuesday, March 3,
is ROH Live: Giselle, CinemaLive
with James Acaster - Cinemagoers
‘Welcome - on March 16 and ROH
Live: Siegfried, bringing down the
curtain on the month on March 31.

Visit: artrixbromsgrove.co.uk for
times, tickets and more informa-
tion or call into the on-site box
office between 10am and 12pm
on Wednesdays and Saturdays
and between 6pm and 8pm on
Mondays.

h |
Garden Waste

W Fortnightly collections throughout the year
W Easy and convenient
W Turn your garden waste into compost to be used locally

—

——

www.wychavon.gov.uk/gardenwaste

B
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386 5650 :
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!
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| Treats

|

fff —
| (PR MERTY DEALS:]
| Small Sausages |idares Smmngen

| 20 for £5 | 10 for £5
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at
Just for
Pets!

Just fOI’ Pets Bromsg rove 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets Droitwich Saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets Kidderminster, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Campaign
aiming to
prevent the
menace of
tailgating

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

MIDLANDS drivers are am-
ong the worst in the coun-
try for ‘tailgating’.

Research from National High-
ways shows the region is below
the national average for safe driv-
ing when it comes to leaving suf-
ficient space from the vehicle in
front.

Shocking statistics have been
released as part of National High-
ways’ ‘Too Close for Comfort?
Stay Safe, Stay Back’ campaign.

The figures show tailgating was
a factor in 106 fatal or serious-in-
jury collisions on motorways and
major A-roads in the Midlands
last year.

The research also revealed
36 per cent of drivers in the
Midlands admitted to tailgating

and the region rated fourth out of
six on National Highways’ ‘man-
ners map’.

National Highways is urging
motorists to make sure they drive
a safe distance from the vehicle
in front.

The organisation says, despite
Britain priding itself on polite-
ness and consideration, millions
of drivers across the country feel
their day-to-day manners worsen
when driving.

Nationally, 4.9million drivers
said their manners slip behind
the wheel when they are under
pressure, especially when they
are running late.

A further 2.4million motorists
admitted tailgating deliberately,
to push slower drivers to speed
up.
National data suggests running
late is the biggest trigger for poor
driving etiquette (with 27 per
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This HGV is too close to the car in front, on the M5. Pictures courtesy of National Highways. s

cent of respondents citing it as
a reason), followed by tiredness
(20 per cent) and peak time com-
muting (16 per cent).

Some 37 per cent of Midlands
drivers rated road etiquette as
‘good’, putting the region fourth
on the manners map.

Concern

Colin Stevenson, National
Highways’ road safety informa-
tion lead, said: “While the region-
al picture varies, it’s clear tailgat-
ing remains a real concern.

“It may seem harmless, but it
can put everyone on the road at
risk. Following too closely means
there is less time to react and
stop safely if the vehicle in front
slows down or stops.

“Leaving a safe gap makes driv-
ing safer, keeps traffic moving
more smoothly and is a simple

courtesy that helps everyone feel
more relaxed behind the wheel.”

He added, a good rule of thumb
for faster roads was the ‘two-sec-
ond rule’. Drivers count two sec-
onds from the car in front passing
a fixed point to when they pass
the same point, to gauge a safe
distance. Two seconds allows
time for drivers to think and stop
safely (including the braking dis-
tance) and should be doubled to
four seconds in poor weather or
reduced visibility.

Nationally, tailgating contrib-
utes to around eight per cent of
people killed or seriously injured
annually on motorways and major
A-roads, according to long term
Department for Transport data.

Dr Neale Kinnear, a behav-
ioural psychologist specialising
in driving behaviour, said: “Most
of us see ourselves as consider-
ate people but driving is a unique

context. It is goal focused and
often time pressured.

“When we're running late, or
behind other traffic, frustration
can build.

“In that moment, closing the
gap can feel like taking control or
making progress.

“The reality is different — driv-
ers tend to overestimate how
much time, if any, they save by
pushing on.

“As frustration rises, perspec-
tive on the importance of keeping
a safe margin, and the impact it
has on others, can be lost.”

The importance of adhering to
the ‘two-second rule’ is also high-
lighted by the fact tailgating is an
illegal offence.

Police can take action if they
believe a driver is too close to the
vehicle ahead and it can result
in a £100 fine and three penalty
points.

ASTWOOD BANK OPERATIC SOCIETY PRESENTS

YEOMEN

& breakfast

Northumberland, Hadrian's Wall,
Holy Island & Alnwick Castle
Departing Mon 11 May ‘26

Explore the very best Northumberland has to
offer on this captivating break! Enjoy excursions
to the famous Roman site, Hadrian’s Wall and the
unique Holy Island of Lindisfarne, two of the most
significant and unspoilt sights in the UK.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Redditch

v 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel,
Newcastle Quayside (JG3 rating) with dinner

v/ Guided tour of Hadrian’s Wall
¢ Excursions to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne,

For more information, or to book, please call

just (go)holidays 03332 342 514 Quote 0sG
Reader Travel

Sty N§

w8 3 s
L e, B

FEEREEESE A mustpiot

Newquay
& the Cream of Cornwall

Departing Mon 30 Mar ‘26

The seaside resort of Newquay remains a firm
favourite with many who visit Cornwall to take in its
panoramic ocean views and natural beauty. On this
refreshing break, we explore this stunning county
with visits to the charming towns of Padstow

and Falmouth.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at the Pentire Hotel, Newquay (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast

/ Entertainment some evenings
v/ Excursions to Padstow & Falmouth

GUARD

BY GILBERT AND SULLIVAN

Alnwick Castle, Hadrian’s Wall & Chesters Fort
Optional excursion to St Ives & Penzance (£15pp)
Optional excursion to Durham (£15pp)

12TH - 14TH MARCH 2026

THE NORBURY THEATRE - DROITWICH 5 Days by Coach only £329

Single Supplement £75

5 Days by Coach only £469

Single Supplement £120

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

n justgohols

WWW.ABOPERATIC.CO.UK
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As well as our Readers in print, in January 2026, that
134,387 Unique ViSitors ViSited The Bromsgrove standard online (*Source Google Analytics January 2026)

and 46,499 Unique Visitors visited The Droitwich Standard online (soure Google Analytics January 2026)

The Bromsgrove & Droitwich Standards are your local
'Bromsgrove & Droitwich' weekly newspapers in print and
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk and www.droitwichstandard.co.uk are your local
247 newspapers online

The Bromsgrove and The Droitwich Standards cover Bromsgrove, Droitwich, Barnt Green, Rubery, Rednal, Longbridge,
Frankley, Northfield and surrounding areas; and is ideally placed to deliver your local news and...if you are a local
business, ideal to deliver your local advertising message about the great sales and services you offer locally
FREE to pick up every Friday from a major Supermarket near you, and also on available FREE online 247
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk and www.droitwichstandard.co.uk where you can catch up on the local
news as it breaks 247, or, check out the current and the previous e-editions of the local weekly round-up of local news

If you have 'News to Tell' then call Tristan Harris (Editor) on 01 527 588657

or email: tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

or if you have a local business and have 'A Service or Something to Sell'

Call Caroline Birkenhead (Sales Account Manager) on 01 527 588625

or email: caroline@bullivantmedia.com

We look forward to taking your call and/or receiving your email.
And if you are one of our regular readers in print and or online - we look forward to continue to provide your
local news service - free 247, as well as promoting trusted local business services available across Bromsgrove,
Droitwich, Barnt Green, Rubery, Rednal, Longbridge, Frankley, Northfield and the surrounding areas.
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Projects invited
to apply for cash

A WORCESTERSHIRE charity has opened its
annual fund for community projects across
the county.

Causes are invited to apply for up to
§£6,000 for projects which align with Prime
Foundation’s aims of improving education,
physical and mental health and social wellbe-
ing at a local level.

The Foundation invests in communities
where Prime, a health and care property
developer, has built new facilities using a pro-
portion of profits from developments.

Previous funding recipients include schools,
scout groups, a theatre group, sports groups,
community groups, respite care providers and
a variety of community support causes.

In 2024 1st Redditch Scout Group success-
fully applied for funding for a training defibril-
lator and choking vest for use in emergency
aid training.

The group’s Scout Leader, Sallie-Ann Eaton,
said: “We have really benefited from the equip-
ment this grant allowed us to purchase.

“We have been able to show our Scouts
there’s nothing to be afraid of when using a
defibrillator so they know, should the need
arise, they could help someone.

“The choke vest trainer was great fun but
provided the Scouts will real life experience
on how to save a life if someone was choking
that our explaining in words previously could
never have achieved.”

Charities, community groups and CICs are
all welcome to apply.

Hannah Cashmore, trustee of the Prime
Foundation, said: “We’ve witnessed the pro-
found impact of our funding on local groups
year-on-year, and we're eager to open applica-
tions for community-led projects once again.

“We look forward to reviewing submissions
and continuing to mvest in the wellbeing of
our local community.”

Visit: primeplc.com/foundation/apply/ to
apply. The deadline for applications is May
4.
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Inspired to urge others
to think about alcohol

A MAN who quit drinking
after a serious health scare
has backed a campaign
encouraging others to think
about how alcohol fits into
their everyday lives.

Matthew Guest from
Bromsgrove decided to stop
drinking four years ago after
realising how much alcohol was
affecting his mental health.

For years, drinking was just a
part of his life and he consumed
alcohol to socialise and cope
with an always-busy mind.

He said: “Those first few
drinks felt like they took the
edge off, but the calm never
lasted. Looking back, I can see
how much alcohol was actually
making things worse.

“My sleep was poor, my anxi-
ety was higher, and I constantly
felt foggy.

“I knew it wasn’t helping, but
like a lot of people, I pushed
that thought aside.

“A serious health scare forced
me to stop and reassess. That
moment changed everything.

“I made the decision to
quit drinking completely and,
although it wasn’t easy at first,
it was absolutely the right
choice.”

He added the benefits came gradually but
steadily - better sleep, a more stable mood,
clearer thinking, stronger relationships and
a sense of control he had not felt in years.

“More recently, I was diagnosed with
ADHD, which helped me understand why my
mind had always felt overloaded.

“Alcohol had seemed like a quick fix, but
it was actually making things harder.

“Sobriety has become one of the most

| important parts of my wellbeing.

“Four years on, I feel more
grounded, more present and more
like the person I want to be.”

Research shows even small
shifts in drinking habits can lead
to better sleep, improved mood
and clearer thinking.

Worcestershire County
Council’s Public Health team is
looking to show residents how
small changes to their drinking
habits can make a positive differ-
ence to their wellbeing.

Coun Satinder Bell,
‘Worcestershire County Council’s
cabinet member for health and
wellbeing, thanked Matt for shar-
ing his story and added: ““Honest
conversations like this help peo-
ple realise they’re not alone.”

He said Public Health was here
to support residents to stay well
and, rather than telling people
not to drink, it was about eve-
ryone feeling confident in their
choices and understanding the
impact of alcohol.”

Visit: worcestershire.gov.uk/
alcohol for more information and
support around alcohol, including
tips for cutting back.

Call 0300 303 8200 or visit
the Cranstoun website if you are
struggling with alcohol intake.

Matt Guest, with his dogs Nala and
Magagie, is backing an alcohol aware-
ness campaign. s

HAVE A 10 YEAR

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

INSURANCE

BACKED

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Fully fitted

COmpetltwe Prices

BILL MOORE

warranty/ A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

189 415 1 07729 689239 www.hillmooreswindowsanddoors.co.uk
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At the Barnyard Ccafé
Set in the village of Tardebigge...

We offer a wonderfully warm welcome as well as;
Breakfast, Lunch, afternoon Tea &
- 100% homemade cakes!
' uOur fabulous coffee is hand crafted to your liking, served
to your table by one of our friendly team!

g A Barngard glfts & Pontrg is next to us offering a wide range of e "

If you happen to be over 65 then Tuesdays are
our 10% off VIP days

Special offers...

N

4
1 ) I
: Special offer 1 1 : Special offer 2 1
| FullEnglish breakfast | | Afternoonteafor2 I
I £10 1 £30 :
I\ Lsuibuta s tib0) 1 I‘ (usual price £39.50) I
N e i i i 7’ o S I A S P 7
LY A - _:o/ _______ =
’ ~ \I ’ N \I
1 1 i
I Special offer 3 I Spectal offisr 4 !
| . 1 Bacon sandwich & 1
Cappuccino & cake | | . I
' For £6.00 N hot drink I
I\ ’ 1y £7:50 1
e e e e e e e e 7 TS e e e e e e 7
Opening Times:

Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday to Saturday: 8am - 4pm
Sunday (breakfast only) 9am - 2pm

Find us on Facebook & Insta @dalishbakes
the Barns Village, Hewell Lane, Tardebigge
01527 336998 - booking is advisable

he Barns |,

Rural Retail & Business Village

U Artisan S22 Art Gallery &

> Café Gifts

Come and visit all of

our local businesses
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Harry has a

vision

of a

greener rail
network

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

AN ASPIRING, green-think-
ing young artist has won a
contest to design an envi-
ronmentally-friendly rail-
way station of the future.

Pupilsfromthree Worcestershire
primary schools took part in the
contest to mark Railway 200 —
the 200th anniversary of train
travel in the UK.

The Worcestershire Community
Rail Partnership (WCRP) and
Platform Rail Education held the
competition to inspire children to
think about sustainable transport
and the environment.

Participants aged seven to
11 entered from St John’s C of
E Middle School Academy, in
Bromsgrove; and from Norton
Juxta Kempsey C of E Primary
School and St Barnabas CE
First and Middle School, both in
Worcester.

The pupils were tasked with
designing an eco-friendly station

of the future, imagining how such
places might look in 2046.

As part of the project, pupils
looked at the history of the rail-
way, from the first steam engines
of 200 years ago to the modern-
day train network, to help create
their own visions for greener,
more welcoming stations.

Artwork featured ideas such as
green roofs, solar panels, wildlife
habitats, cycle hubs, community
cafes and colourful public art,
reflecting how railways and sta-
tions could further support both
people and the planet.

Judged

The designs were judged by
Artists Clubhouse — a Worcester-
based community interest com-
pany dedicated to promoting
positive mental health through
creativity.

The overall winner was Harry,
from St John’s C of E Middle
School, and the winning art-
work will now be displayed at
Bromsgrove Railway Station. The

A detail from Harry’s design and, right, the artist himself. s

display is part of the Railway 200
celebrations, which have been
supported by West Midlands
Rail.

Harry also received a fam-
ily train trip to London, with
additional prizes and certificates
awarded to runners-up and all
participating schools.

Everyone who entered the con-
test received a Railway 200 certif-
icate, recognising their creativity
and contribution to the project.

Tom Painter, WCRP chair, said
the entrants’ ideas were ‘genu-
inely inspiring’.

“Their artwork shows how
clearly the next generation under-
stands sustainability, community
and the importance of rail in eve-
ryday life,” said Tom.

“As we mark 200 years of rail-
ways, their visions remind us that

00*

the future of rail is in
very thoughtful hands.”

year at St John’s C of E
Middle School Academy, /\
said the project pro-
vided pupils with a
valuable opportunity to
enrich learning beyond
the classroom.

“It strengthened links between
different subjects as the children
were able to use and apply their
geography and PSHE [person-
al, social, health and economic]
knowledge of the environment
and how to care for it,” she said.

“It was great to get involved in
a community project and make
the children aware of the wider
role West Midlands Rail has.”

Katie added, the children ben-
efited from being involved and

Katie Hall, head of "' West
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RAILWAY 200 SCHOOL ART
COMPETITION

Midlands

A" Railway

the chance to get creative and felt
proud of their contributions.

She said the competition had
had a positive impact on pupils’
confidence and creativity, with
children becoming more will-
ing to share ideas and try new
things.

The competition was part of
a wider programme across the
county to celebrate the past,
present and future of the UK’s
railways.

4 Your local friendly
RS HHEUNMENITHE

* Single wills for individuals and wills for couples

» Lasting Powers of Attorney for Property and
Financial Matters or Health and Welfare

* Applying for a Grant of Probate and administering

an estate

We are happy to meet with you and discuss your

requirements.

Please call us on 01527 544221
or email tracey@taylorssolicitors.com
for probate, wills and LPAs.

TAYLORS SOLICITORS
1 Mason Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5DA
527 544221 | tracey@taylorssolicitors.com (wills and LPAs)

Legal Practice Quality Mark

Lexcel O

Law Society Accredited

N
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The Woodlands Suite NHS

The Royal

Private Care at The Royal . :
Orthopaedic Hospital OrthoP@i‘!;ﬁnljazzfgil

Expert surgeons.
Advanced rohotic assistance.

Let’s talk about options to support you at
The Woodlands Suite, Birmingham.

Getting you back to the life you love.

Scan the QR code

Mr Faisal Hussain
Consultant Surgeon

Inspected and rated @ 0121 812 3900

rohprivatecare.co.uk

Q CareQuality
Commission € private.suite@nhs.net
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| suboku CROSSWORD

e o e CORATICaN, 0 .=.. .-E. ACROZS o DOWN i

7 7. Understanding (13 1. Summarise
| B

EASY

. . . . 8. Glue (8) 2. Oration (6)
ud S A 2 K AEEEEEEE SEEEEE . foiy 0
/ o 1 - - - - 10. Units of 4. Rite (8)
3 6 4 9 2 ..-. ... measurement (6) B ik 18
8 3 6|4 . . . . 12. Severe test (6) B Incigent o
AENEEE ONEEEE 11, Inviolabilty (8
4 4 ! - . - . 1. Bimiish 15 13. Magnetic (8)
1 57 3 16. Annually (6) 15. Reconnoitre (6)
512 4 113 18. Suffer (4) 17. Take for granted (6)
7 3 5 20. Riches (8) 19. Whirlpool (4)
91311 5 8 22. Public notice (13) 21. Simplicity (4)
HARD
7 3 2
5 1 7

7 215 8

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the

1 2 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
9 o]6 5 97234 gives a bird;
PUSH 818 gives a female animal;
1 9 Thick soft mass 365 gives a male animal.
!
7 6 3 Be compelled to 1 2 J 4 ) 6 g 8 o

3 8 6 Contemplate
CODEWORD
Backless shoe
PATH FI N DER Pond This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
onaer

with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each PULL words, complete the puzzle.
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally. = - 3 o T T T 1%
N i i § SNNaa
B
African counties A naaaaa o
D 25 7 20 2 |22 17
e 1 ESOUEABSAUCO Ny W T
oMy KNS JadnaanEEE |
ZASANRHAUGRUBL C youhave 10 mins to find as many words as possible using G 6 PP 16 24 19
OBOFAURFONTI TUN O theletters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and ~ H
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot I 4 7 17 17 1 |13 26 [17
TANADBICOREIPGO use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least J ..n.‘i. ..i.
SWAMNI ZACAMUE | Z one9letterwordto be found. K
HTURALAAIZNSRMB N %3 6 15 122 5 (17
SUTIPEWSNAATAEA NN .
UOANAVEEUIAUINB R R o | I | il |
P 3 10 [15 [22
DS AICARDGRLGDEW L ’ ol
ANLLEIPOAOTAJOU w i .
ESEMSGAINDQUIBT A T s — — -
YCHADASHTAEAIRI oM T . ..H.i
NOARISCEEVICOEA v [ > |
EELRERARIODETGL How you rate W 7 g 0 5 3 7 g g I R A
15 words: average 25 words: very good X A L
Solutions OppOSIte 20 words:good 30 or more: excellent. Y 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
V4
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RIPY §Z ‘we) pz ‘snuey/snuer £z ‘et zz

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
HiEE § 3N

1. A commercial establishment in which
hairdressers, beauticians, etc. carry on their
business (5)

5. Dress of a religious order (5)

8. The Duke's deputy in Measure for Measure (6)

9 & 19. Legendary English outlaw and hero (5,4)
10. Hard-twisted cotton yarn (5)
1. Mythological maidens inhabiting rivers, hills,
etc. (6)
13. A daughter of “Young Jolyon" in The Forsyte
Saga (5)
15.  Greek goddess identified with the Roman
Minerva (6)
18. See 1 Down
19. See 9Across
20. Gold leaf prepared for gilding bronze (6)
24.  American gambling game (5)
26. Capital of Eritrea (6)
27.  Abraham’s “bond-woman" who bore
Ishmael (5)
28.  Professional surname of soprano Helen
Mitchell (5)
29. A summary (6)
30. A form of football, with distinct rules codified
for the first time in 1871 (5)
31.  Seaport of County Antrim (5)

DOWN

1 and 18. The architect of St. Paul’s 5. Surname of the composer of The

Planets suite, etc. (5)
6. To tack in sewing (5)
7. Last of Chaucer's Canterbury
Tales (3,7,4)
12.  Leading public school (6)

Cathedral (3,11,4)

2. The publication of defamatory matter
in writing (5)

3. Ashe-goat (5)

4. Name applied to two S. American bird 14. Town in Shan State, Myanmar, north-

species, the chesnut-bellied heron and east of Mandalay (6)

the grey-winged trumpeter (5) 16. Housing shed for aircraft (6)

17.  Hardy dwarf plant of spring or
autumn (6)

21, Ason of Japheth (5)

22 & 25. American harmonica virtuoso, who

died in 2001 (5,5)

23.  Roman deity after whom January is
named (5)

24. Beast of burden of Asia and Africa (5)

25. See 22 Down
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Like, Follow &

Subscribe

Don’t be LEFT BEHIND......

@ RedditchStandard G TheRedditchStandard ® @RedStand

€) TheRedditchStandard?
@ bromsgrovestandard O Bromsgrove Standard @ @BromStand 0 TheBromsgroveStandard
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IN MEMORIAM
—

Julie M
Reading
25-2-2011
Lovingly
remembered
All our love

Dad & Vikki
& Families
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DEATHS
—

BLUNDELL

Ann

Aged 88 years
01/02/1938 - 06/02/2026

Passed away peacefully.
Reunited with beloved Husband Michael.
A much-loved Mum to Ian, Jayne, Jeanette
and Clare. A loving Grandma to Elizabeth,
Grace and Billy.

Ann will be greatly missed by all of her
family and friends.

Ann will be received into Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Catholic Church on
Wednesday 25th March 2026, at Spm.
A service to celebrate Ann’s life will take
place at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Catholic Church on
Thursday 26th March 2026, at 12 noon.
A Committal will follow at Redditch
Crematorium.

Donations if so desired may be made to
Dementia UK and Bowood Care Home
c/o Thomas Brothers
Birchfield House
494 Evesham Road
Redditch
B97 5JF
01527 547777
Thank you

DEATHS
—

STRONG

Anthony (Tony) Kerr

Aged 86 years

Died peacefully on
Wednesday, 11th February 2026, at
Studley Rose Care Home.

Dearly-loved husband of Rhonda, father of
Robert and Kate and grandfather. Tony will
be greatly missed by all his family and friends.

The funeral service will take place at
St. Matthias & St. George Church, Astwood
Bank on Monday, 16th March 2026 at
11:30am, followed by a short family committal
at Redditch Crematorium.

Family flowers only please. Donations if
desired to Astwood Bank Royal British
Legion or Register of Engineers for Disaster
Relief (RedR) may be sent to
Thomas Brothers, The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road,
Redditch B97 5JF
01527 547777

Thank You.

-

DEATHS
—

DEATHS
—

BROWN

Patricia

Much loved wife of the late Denis,
Mother of Anita, Graham and Clive,
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother,
passed away peacefully on
9th February 2026 at
The Shrubbery Care Home,
aged 89 years.

The funeral will be held at
Droitwich Methodist Church on
17 March 2026 at 4.45pm.

All friends welcome.

Family flowers only, but donations can
be made via the collecting plate in the
church or directly to benefit
Dementia UK at dementiauk.org

LEES

Patricia
Aged 91 years
Passed away peacefully on
Sunday 1st February 2026.
A much-loved Mum to David, Elizabeth,
Clare, John and Matthew.

Patricia will be greatly missed by all of her
family and friends.

A service to celebrate Patricia’s life will
take place at Redditch Crematorium
on Friday 6th March 2026
at 1.15pm.

Family flowers only please.

Donations if desired, may be made to
Alzheimer’s Society
c/o Thomas Brothers
Birchfield House,
494 Evesham Road,
Redditch.
B97 5JF
Tel: 01527 547777

Thank you.

If you have a
message for a
loved one,
call our

team on

01527
588688

MEMORIAL
SERVICES
—

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles

and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
E—

STUDLEY
01905783188 01527 852213
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live for today,

I Learn from yesterday,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

FLORAL TRIBUTES
—

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

STNS%

THE NURSERY SHOP

ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddltch co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tel\O] 527 550 700

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

An Independentf Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH -
01527 547777

WYTHALL
01564 822001

BROMSGROVE

01527 831700

¢ ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
0121 445 3422

01789 330939

WWW
ermail: admm(‘thomasbrothers co.uk
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FUNE!
DIRECTORS
—

MORTONS (M

FUNERAL DIRECTORS \*

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your
wishes with no upfront payment.

0121459 9111

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit
mortonsfunerals.co.uk

SELECTED

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
2 a
age they may be, is never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.
P Pl

a s L]
"' W"‘ g&lﬁWﬂé‘&f/

DIRECTORS
—

Whatever the occasion, why not send
your loved ones a message....

Call our
team on

PAGE 35

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

R.L.Rea

I'unceral Directors Led.

* A Family Firm Established in 1967

* Your Local, Independent Complete
Funeral Directors and Memorial
Masons

* Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
Professional Service 24 hours a day,
365 days a year

* Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

01527 588688
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

A435 BIRMINGHAM ROAD, COUGHTON, STUDLEY
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic
between the entrance to the Kings Court Hotel and
the entrance to the Throckmorton Arms Public House.
Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing and
associated works, overnight 20.00hrs-06.00hrs
weeknights only.

Order Commences: 3 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 11 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: A435, A422, Ad41, A448, A435
and vice versa. Access/Egress to/from adjoining
roads will be restricted whilst works are in progress.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

D5394 BLEACHFIELD STREET, ALCESTER

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Stratford Road/Swan Street to Flax Close.

Reason for Order: Drainage maintenance and
associated works, 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 6 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 6 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Bleachfield Street, Newport
Drive, Evesham Street, Swan Street Roundabout,
Swan Street and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

CHURCH ROAD, ULLENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To replace a telegraph pole.
Order Commences: 5 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 5 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Church Road, Church Hill, Henley
Road, Barrells Park, Grimshaw Hill, Green Lanes,
Oldberrow Lane, Oldberrow Road and vice versa.
Contractor: M J Quinn, Tel: 01543 547 118.

B4089 KINWARTON ROAD/CAPTAINS HILL/
SCHOOL ROAD, KINWARTON/GREAT ALNE &
D5355 COUGHTON FIELDS LANE, KINWARTON
Order Effect: Roadc closed to vehicular traffic as
follows: Kinwarton Road/Captains Hill/School Road,
Kinwarton/Great Alne closed between the junctions
with Kinwarton Farm Road and Spernal Lane.
Coughton Fields Lane, Kinwarton closed for a
distance of 75 metres from its junction with
Captains Hill/School Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing and
associated works, 08.00hrs-17.00hrs weekend
only.

Order Commences: 28 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 1 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Main Diversion: B4089 (Henley
Road, Alcester Road, Wootton Rise, Alcester Road),
A3400, A4189, A435, B4089 (Arden Road, Tything
Road, Kinwarton Farm Road and vice versa. Access/
Egress to Coughton Fields Lane will be via A435
Birmingham Road whilst works are in progress.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
SCHOOL ROAD, SALFORD PRIORS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to renew
water hydrant.

Order Commences: 14 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 15 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: School Road, Station Road,
Norton Lenchwick Bypass, Salford Road, Victoria
Road, Steppes Piece, Bidford Road, High Street,
Broom Lane, Dunnington Road, Tothall Lane and
vice versa.

Contractor: GTM South, Tel: 08455 040 123.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for
further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 27 Feb 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—_—

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

APPLICATION TO VARY A PREMISES
LICENCE OR CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATE
UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003.

Bromsgrove Sporting FC are applying to extend
the area where alcohol will be sold during events|
at the ground. The extension is to cover the,
whole of the area occupied by the football club]
including car parks, enabling “fan zones” to be
established for events and matches.

Notices will be displayed at the stadium and if any
person has any concerns please submit objections
to:

Worcestershire Regulatory Services, Wyre Forest;
House, Finepoint Way, Kidderminster, DY | 7WF
or enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk by
15th March 2026.

PUBLIC NOTICE - LICENSING ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE OR
CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATE TO BE
GRANTED UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Applicant: ROBERT HOLDCROFT Postal address of
premises/club premises or description: McDonalds,
Kingfisher Shopping Centre, Redditch, Worcestershire,
B97 4EQ

The applicant proposes to carry out the following licensable
activities or qualifying club activities on or from the above
premises/club premises: Provision of Late Night
Refreshment (indoors), Days: Monday to Sunday
Hours: 23:00 - 01:00. The premises will operate as a
quick-service restaurant providing hot food and hot
drinks to members of the public for ion on

MISCELLANEOUS
—

RECLINER CHAIR
electric rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
_07703925662

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

and off the premises. No other licensable activities or
qualifying club activities are applied for as part of this
application.

ions by interested parties or responsible

PUBLIC NOTICE

Zero Waste Recycling Limited of Unit 13,
South Moons Moat, Redditch, B98 0AR is
applying for a Restricted Goods Vehicle!
Operator’s Licence to use 2 goods vehicles!
at the operating centre at Unit |3, South
Moons Moat, Redditch, B98 OAR.

Owners or occupiers of land (including
buildings) near the operating centre who
believe that their use or enjoyment of that
land would be affected should make written
representations to the Office of the Traffic|
Commissioner, Hillcrest House, 386
Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stating their|
reasons, within 2| days of this notice.

ies should be made in writing to Worcestershire
Regulatory Services, Wyre Forest, House, Finepoint Way,
Kidderminster, DY | 7WF or
enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk by: 18 MARCH 2026
The record of the application is available for inspection by
appointment.Please call us on 01905 822799 for an
appointment.

IT 1S AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON CONVICTION TO AN
UNLIMITED FINE, UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING
ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY OR RECKLESSLY MAKE A FALSE
STATEMENT IN, OR IN CONNECTION WITH, AN APPLICATION

GOOD VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Simon David Gunn trading as Universal Tanker
Solutions Limited of Unit 12A Bold Industrial
Estate, Neills Road, St Helens, Merseyside, WA9
4TU, is applying to change an existing license as
follows, to keep and additional | vehicle and 2
trailers at the operating centre at H Gittins
Transport, Aston Road, Bromsgrove, B60 3EX.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre who believe that their
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representation to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice. Representors must at the
same time send a copy of their representations
to the applicant at the address given at the top of
this notice. A guide to Making Representation is
available from the Traffic C issi s office.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL

& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity
MAJ = Major Development

25/01421/FUL ADVSTD MAJ
Site: Queens Head, 9 Queen Street, Redditch,
Worcestershire B98 8AY

Proposal: Change of use from Public House to
10 No. one bedroom apartments including rear
extension

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to plan@b: itch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

Keeping you up to date with all the
latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

MISCELLANEOUS
—

DALLAS compact
mobility scooter
complete with
battery and charger,
comes apart and
folds easily for car
transporting. Good
condition. Can
deliver locally. £150
Tele: 0121 475 7948

_(Longbridge area)

WHEELCHAIR  in
vge little used £50.
Can deliver local
Kidderminster

07518902804
MOBILITY = Scooter | 7661 Gglf balls no
compact folds for roblem all good
car, batteries, needs games & condgilioﬂ
?ész;:mi 58"*"5157;; 100 balls £22 01564
78174 784171
S gonuine STRI?SSLESS type
I\wsheiepskin “oal chair & footstool
brown 42 inch chesti brown {leather with
Excellent condition round wooden
_£30Tel 07784170721 | bases  £150 ono
GE = ) 07789064907

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BATH tub with taps
Ex cond FREE
07719695685

STONE
water  bottle
07719695685

INDIAN prayer chair
£80 07719695685

GOGO Elite Mobility
Scooter (battery
operated) Excellent
condition, 4 years
old £150 ONO
01608644847

LADIES brown ankle
boots zip up new size
4 £5 buyer collect

hot
£25

MISCELLANEOUS
—

LOTS of 1000 piece
jigsaws all known
brands Hop, Gibson
& many others
mostly £1.00 each
07929386821 no
texts

2 standard lamps 3
tulip light design
immac condition £10

_each 07929386821

BLACK steel frame
dining table with
bevelled glass
top 4 matching
chairs with padded
seats Ex cond £50

01527 521363 07929386821
CURTAIN tie backs | REGATTA Great
suitable for caravan Outdoors Hydrafort
4 sets £1 per set navy ladies
01527 521363 waterproof  jacket,
SLEEVE board New. Mesh lining.

(ironboard) suitable
for caravan £3 new
01527 521363
FOLDABLE shopping
trolley bag £4 new

Size 12. £15. Tel
0121 430 3880
FEATHER and Black
Oliver single bed,
black frame with

dining table, | SOOTY cookie jar or | 01527 521363 mattress. As new -

medium oak colour . |  biscuit barrel £25 | GAyVANISED  steel | _£150 07805 745820

Excellent condition. 07719695685 trailer 5ft x 3ft | CARAVAN water

Legs removable | SMALL ~ mahogany | with extras £300 [ container £35 plus

for transport. Tel. chair in ex cond £25 immac condition many more caravan

07784170721 07719695685 07929386821 items 07765637087
TABLE saw bench

new never used | WANTED

cost £150 sell for | INEEGE_—

£100 (Einhall)

07791890274

DALLAS COMPACT
MOBILITY
SCOOTER
complete with
battery and charger,
comes apart and
folds easily for car
transporting. Good
condition. Can
deliver locally. £150
Tele: 0121 475 7948
(Longbridge area)

MAMAS &  Papas,
rocking horse on
wooden frame.
Very good clean
condition (collection
only) £50.00. Tel:
07934132759

ROLAND Cartier
leather shoes with
mesh inserts, peep
toe, stiletto heel,
colour pewter,
size 8. Still in box.
Worn once indoors.
Excellent condition.

Original cost
was  £65.00. Will
accept £20.00. Tele:
07934132759

WILLOW Tree
demdaco “thank
you” plaquE by
Susan  Lordi. In

original box. £5.00.
Tel: 07934132759

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

CARPETS
—

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT

DURABLE travel
suit /  garment
bag with shoulder
strap, multiple zip
closure pockets, two
hangers. £5.00. Tel:
07934132759

17 rung aluminium
double ladders
excellent condition
£50 07864037112

CHILDRENS Garden
Multi-swing set £50
ONO 01905 775305

KING size bed free
to collector (A
donation to Mary
Steven’s  Hospice)
07490988252

DINING table & 4
chairs brand new
never used £50 ono
07713769333

] supplied

taken up!
Furniture
moved!

Call Barry for a FREE quiation

07753 800737

¢) © www.cliftcarpets.com

& fitted. T 1 !

Old flooring}

i
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

DECORATING &

_
COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY C&M Decorators
|Nnusm|n|./cummgncm Father and Son * Interior and Exterior

32 years experience * Fully Insured
UNIT Tel 01527 576136

for Sub-let, Howard Road, Redditch |||  Mob 07850 380162

« Available ASAP ¢ Loading access
* High ceilings * Storage Space
* Parking front and rear of building
« Qffice space negotiable
* 5,340sq ft unit.

Great for storage, logistics,
or manufacturing.

Contact 07920 098398
for more information

DA SMITH (
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—

‘(\\ My Clean Gutters

Freephone: 0800 ﬂlo63373
Birmingham 0121 652 0374
Redditch: 01527 900 787
mosile: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY
—

o
i d

AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs, doors,
stairs and much more to help with
your carpentry based home
improvements.
Call today for your free quote!

Call Ant on

07827 324754

AJB Carpentry

painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07341 689 635 - D21 836207

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Kitchens &
Bathrooms
FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION
QUALITY KITCHENS
& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED
- PLUMBING,
CARPENTRY, TILING,
WORKTOP & DOOR
REPLACEMENT
(Supply & it supply only or fit only)

GARDENING

¢ | SERVICES
7 | —

JFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104
www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES

A

LOCAL TRADESMAN
20YRS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL
07971 684 353

GIW /] LOCM EX?ERT /] C‘ll.’

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

Email:

4 i | jamietaylor@ijtstreeandgardens.com

 THEFRE HERE IN OO (LASSLELED PGES
- L WALTING 70 WP

LANDSCAPING
—

SKIP HIRE
—

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

PLASTERING
—

D.A TAYLOR

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

LC| PLASTERING
SERVICES

General Property
Maintenance

All Aspects of Plastering
30 Years Exp
Call Craig Berrows

0777 1875865

ROOFING
—

WEATHETF WUARD
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big or
too small
Fully guaranteed
and insured
Written quotes
available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,

Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

_@_ Mobile: 07467159012
¥ Office: 01521962972

info@weatherguards_e rvices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING
—

A&S SKIPS

A Dlmlon of#ﬁ‘bw%entl {Redditch) LTD

\

)

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

&

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreat reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving + Fencing * Arifcial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

JILDING

LLS ROOFEF

SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways
* Building Maintenance ° Extensions
Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

www.taurustaxis.co.uk
Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?
Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

01527 588625 » 01527 588749

caroling.birkenhead @bullivantmedia.com | kellytaylor@bullivantmedia.com

Appomtments

The Standard, Friday February 27, 2026

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

PartTime
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

—ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE @ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School
well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities
set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

SCHOOL PORTER

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK TO INCLUDE
WEEKENDS, EARLY MORNINGS AND
LATE EVENINGS)

We seek a personable and reliable individual to join our
Portering team supporting the day-to-day operations
across all Bromsgrove School campuses.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
Closing date for all applications 6 March 2026

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

LOOKING
FOR A NEW

Check out
our
recruitment
ads in print
and online!

A st amManw:ionolmch '

CoventryObserver .o

O Evesh% rver
Obsérver

MalvernObserver ...

n.= REDDITCH iALCBTER '
OI Rugby & Lunerwun.h

T

I OB"é""erver
Observer

Bl WorcesterObserver...
e GOl
cm/el’ﬂ/?
Bullivantinedia
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Motoring

ELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371
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THE NEW Audi RS 5 is Audi Sport’s first high-

performance plug-in hybrid (PHEV) - with
real RS DNA and the highly-tuned hybrid-

technology to match.

For the first time at Audi Sport, the powertrain pairs a
2.9-litre twin-turbo V6 outputting 375 kW (510 PS) and
a 130 kKW electric motor. They are joined by bespoke
RS sport suspension with twin-valve shock absorbers, a
completely new quattro drivetrain with Dynamic Torque
Control, and world-first electro-mechanical torque vec-

toring at the rear.

The new centre differential has a preload to always
remain partially locked, managing longitudinal torque
distribution. Transverse torque distribution at the rear
is provided by a new differential that can shift torque

between the wheels in milliseconds.

Audi CEO Gernot Dollner said: “The A5 model series’
new pinnace is our first high-performance plug-in hybrid.
Our newly developed quattro drivetrain with Dynamic

'SELLING YOUR CAR?'
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately
Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD

07831 245 313

Mount Pleasant Garage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in Il MoT elasses

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Tel: 01527 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch BS7 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm

Torque Control is the world’s first
electro-mechanical torque vectoring
system in a production car.

The sophisticated technical inter-
play between combustion engine
and electric power brings perform-
ance and efficiency together in a
new way at Audi.

Customers can experience both
peak sportiness and every-day com-

Rolf Michl, Managing Director of
Audi Sport added: “The RS 5 and its
innovative drive concept mark the
beginning of a new era for our RS
models. They bring a new level of
dynamics to the driving characteris-
tics our customers love and further
improve day-to-day use value thanks
to all-electric driving and innovative
technologies.

“A new interpretation of the true
RS experience.”

The Audi RS 5 delivers motorsport
performance for the road. Measuring
around 90mm wider than the base-
model A5 at the front and rear with
flared fenders, it has a muscular
stance.

The three-dimensional Singleframe
with a honey-comb grille and Air
Curtains to control airflow dominate
the front.

At the rear, the aerodynamic dif-
fuser and the RS sport exhaust sys-
tem’s matte oval tailpipes ensure a
sporty finish.

Both during the day and at night,
the darkened Matrix LED headlights

and their digital day- time-running-

light signature in a checkered-flag
design reinforce the car’s purposeful
appearance.

The high-performance PHEV is the
first production RS model to feature
a modular electrified powertrain.

At its heart are an improved 2.9-li-
tre twin- turbo V6, an electric motor
outputting 130 kW, the hybridized
eight-speed gearbox, and a com-
pletely new rear transaxle with elec-
tro-mechanical torque vectoring — a
world first in a production model.

An actuator, overdrive gears, and
a differential combine to intelligent-
ly transfer torque between the rear
wheels.

They do so almost fully variably
and depending on the driving situ-
ation.

A control unit recalculates optimal
torque distribution between the rear
wheel every five milliseconds — a
frequency of 200 Hz

TN Aatla)

_ . Mechanical Repairs
r" 'M.O.T:Work Diagnostics
icing etc...

01527 875565 * 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing Vehicle Testing

. The torque vectoring system ther} CHARLES KENWARD
mxr?fsdilﬁtely and precisely imple MOT OR S1TD

Put simply, electro-mechanical
torque vectofing is the invisible ERIVATE CAR§COMN{ERCIAL&FLEET

maestro conducting an orchestra of MECHANICELNRC]}EPAIRS
performance and making sure cus- MoT TESTING INCLUDIN
tomers experience driving fun and CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
safety like never before. LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

i VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
The accurate interplay between all VEHICLE DlAGNOS”l ICS
suspension components defines the 14 S|

HERWOOD ROA
driving characteristics of the Audi ASTON FIELDS INDUSTR]AL FSTATL
RS 5. &

OMSGROVE B60

01527 87543_2/837070

J

JAPANESE
CARS
WANTED

* HONDA - TOYOTA - SUZUKI
« SUBARU - MAZDA

1999 - 2014 MODELS
PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07381366064
HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS

45 years experience locally

» All Aspects of Motor Servicing
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Competitive Prices

...and a few comments from very satisfied customers:
Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working
around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks
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BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Saltmen score five on return to
action to reach cup semi-finals

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH
Spa romped to a 5-2 victory
against Fairford Town to
reach the semi-finals of the
Marsh Challenge Cup.

A brace from Charlie Tilley,
either side of James Baldwin’s
strike, put the Saltmen in
command at the King George
Playing Fields.

Fairford threatened a come-
back after Lewis Phillips put
through his own net and a
strike from veteran striker
Chris Zebroski reduced the
deficit to a single goal.

However, substitute Alex
Dugmore scored twice to seal
Droitwich’s place in the last
four of the competition.

And the Saltmen will play
promotion rivals Slimbridge in
the semi-finals of the Marsh
Challenge Cup on Saturday,
March 7.

Spa took to the pitch for the
first time since a 4-0 victory
against Cribbs at the end of
January.

And Droitiwch needed just
26 minutes to dust off the cob-
webs as Baldwin headed in the
opener to score his first goal
since returning to the club last
month.

Spa doubled their lead seven
minutes later as Tilley pro-
duced a fine first time finish
from James Lemon’s backheel.

Tilley appeared to all but
seal Spa’s place in the last four
when he scored his second of
the game with a header from
Perry Moss’s cross six minutes
after the break.

However, Fairford kept them-
selves in the contest with a
goal on 57 minutes as Phillips
inadvertently turned the ball
into his own net following a
scramble in the box.

And the visitors went close
soon after as Harrison Edwards
saw his effort cleared off the
line.

Fairford further reduced the
deficit on 69 minutes when
former Football League strik-
er Zebroski headed in Tommy
Ouldridge’s corner.

However, Spa restored their
two-goal cushion on 80 min-
utes when Dugmore finished
Moss’s pass to score on his
return from injury.

And Dugmore completed the
scoring deep into injury time
as he pounced on a loose ball
to grab his second of the game
from the bench.

Droitwich are next in action
against Cirencester Town on
Saturday, February 28 with
kick-off at 3pm at the King
George Playing Fields.

ABOVE RIGHT: James
Baldwin celebrates his
opener. Pictures by Mathew
Mason.

BELOW RIGHT: Reiss Taylor-
Randle bursts into the box.
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Tyre JEFFERIES

Dea‘&l‘ %ﬂ
TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK

Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

* We've designed and built just

* Give us a call and you could

Tel: 0800 3032559

J Mob: 07773 911552

www.drives4u.co.uk

Are you looking to
improve or enlarge your
driveway or patio?
We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,
Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Solihull or Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

about every shape and size of p
driveway and patio you can
imagine, so we will not be
phased by your project.

We strive to achieve 100%
satisfaction and unlike other
driveway companies, with us
you pay absolutely nothing
upfront.

save upto £1000

77732 Q11559



