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Rising costs signal end
for historic club

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE CENTURY old Droitwich
Working Men’s Club is set to
close for good on March 28.

The tough decision was taken
following an emergency general
meeting on Sunday.

In a post on Facebook, staff said
the permanent closure was en
with a ‘heavy heart’, citing rising
operating costs, mounting building
repairs and debt.

The building has been a working
men’s club since 1920.

The statement added: “This hasn’t
been an easy decision to make.
However, between the significant
rise in operating costs over the last
few years and the mounting chal-
lenges of building repairs and debt,
we have reached a point where we
can no longer move forward.

“We want to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for your sup-
port, your smiles, and your busi-
ness over the years.

“We would love to see you one
last time before we lock the doors,
so please do stop by before the
28th.”

People took to social media to
express their sadness about the
situation.

OPENING Hours
MONDAY10-2 AND 6.11
TUESDAY 6-11
WEDNESDAY 10-2 AND 6-11
THURSDAY 10-11
FRIDAY 10-MIDNIGHT
SATURDAY 10-MIDNIGHT
SUNDAY 11-11

‘another
Droitwich icon had been lost’ and
called for it to be preserved.
Angela Buffery added: “I used
to work there when Tony was the
landlord. It was a lovely place to

Barry Knott said

»

work. This is so sad.
Some people recalled their

happy memories of meeting up
with friends and taking part in
darts competitions while others
said ‘soon there would be nowhere
to go in Droitwich’.

The building is now for sale and
the current operators would love
to see the space continue to have a

Droitwich
Working
Mens Club
is due to
shut its
doors later
this month.
Picture by
Marcus
Mingins
0926004MMR3

role in the town centre.

Anyone interested in purchas-
ing the property or who knows
anyone who may be interested
should contact the club secretary
at: facebook.com/Droitwichwmec -
the Droitwich Working Men’s Club
Facebook page.

Town meeting

RESIDENTS will be able to have
their say to those making the
decisions at the Droitwich Annual
Town Meeting.

The event, hosted by Droitwich
Spa Town Council, will take place
from 6pm on Monday, March
9, at Droitwich Spa Community
Hall.

The meeting will begin with
reports from the town’s mayor,
Coun Chris Bowden, and chair-
men of the council’s standing
committees.

Members of the public will then
be able to put questions to mem-
bers to the council about any
issues they want addressing in
the town.

Previous meetings have spurred
a number of ideas, such as a sug-
gestion the town could set up a
‘small chamber of commerce’ to
help get business booming.

This led to the Droitwich

Business Association being
formed.
New store

DROITWICH is set to get a new
Iceland next month, bringing
around 25 new jobs.

The discount supermarket will
open its doors in the building in
St Andrew’s Shopping Centre on
April 21.

Poundland, which used to
occupy the building, closed in
December.

STOKE
PRIOR

FESTIVAL
SATURDAY 23.5.26

il |

STOKE PRIOR

SPORTS & COUNTRY CLUB

GATES OPEN MIDDAY

ULTIMATE

I
UA LIPR

POUBLE
TAKE THAT

SUPERVALUE FURNITURE &

YOUR LOCAL DROITWICH INDEPENDENT TRADER

SALE THROUGH

* NHS award

! winners =

* Medical grade
foam

N

Recommended
by the health
professionals

* Scientifically

tested and
shown to
improve cleep

SEE OUR MAIN ADVERT ON PAGES 10 & 11




PAGE 2

Witness appeal

ROAD USERS’ lives were put at risk
when objects were thrown from a
motorway bridge on the M42.

The incident, near Junction 2 at
Hopwood services, happened at around
1.55pm on Tuesday, February 17.

One vehicle had its windscreen
smashed and the driver narrowly avoid-
ed what could have been a serious col-
lision.

PC Stuart Head, who is investigating
the incident, said: “Throwing things at
moving vehicles is incredibly danger-
ous and can endanger lives.”

He said officers wanted to hear from
anyone in the area at the time who
could help find those responsible.

He appealed for anyone with dash
cam footage showing a person on the
bridge at Junction 2 to email him at
stuart.head@westmercia.police.uk, or
to call him, on 07773 043048.

Having a think

MORE THAN 250 girl guiding members
came together at Trinity High School
in Redditch to celebrate 100 years of
world thinking day.

The event remembered the girl guid-
ing founders and thought about the
global girl guiding family.

Girls took part in lots of activities
and finished the day with a promise
renewal and candle ceremony.

The girls also filled a special picture
with coins which will be donated to the
world thinking day fund, to help other
girl guides and girl scouts.

Tributes page
to remember
special mums

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE PRIMROSE Hospice has set
up a digital tribute page where
people can honour mums ahead of
Mother’s Day, on March 15.

The day can be tough for anyone miss-
ing their mum — whether they lost them
recently or decades ago.

The Primrose Hospice and Family
Support Centre helps bereaved adults and
children, including Lilly, whose mum Lizzie
died of stomach cancer in 2017, when Lilly
was just six years old.

Lilly said: “Primrose Hospice helped
me process what was happening when
my mum was ill and after she died. They
helped me to meet other people going
through similar things and have given me
someone to talk to when I need to.”

The Hospice is offering guidance for
anyone grieving a mum.

The charity advises anyone finding the
day hard, to remember they are not alone,
and that all emotions are normal.

Sadness, anger, guilt or even a moment
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of joy are all natural. The hospice
advises people talk openly about their
mums, share stories and maybe keep
something near that helps them feel
connected. That could be a photo-
graph, or they could play a piece of
music which reminds them of their
mum.

Those connections matter and
keep love and memories alive.

Remembrance can bring peace,
which is why the Primrose has
set up a digital tribute page where
people can honour the exception-
al women who touched their life.

Those wanting to honour their
mums can post a photograph and
heartfelt message on the page at
primrose.dedicationpage.org/
mothersday2026.

Alternatively, call the hospice’s
fundraising team on 01527
889796.

u Lilly with her mum Lizzie,
whom she will be remem-
bering on Mother’s Day this
year. s

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston
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We can help you move house, build an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN
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self storage
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Purchase a £30
voucher and receive
a gift worth £10
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Car key trio
given long
jail terms for

burglary

THREE members of a gang who car-
ried out car key burglaries across the
Midlands, including Bromsgrove and
Lickey, have been jailed to almost 24
years between them.

Kian Davies, 25, and Connor O’Keefe-
Clancey, 21, who are already in prison,
and Ethan Beresford, 25, of Ely Close,
Birmingham, were each found guilty
of one count of conspiring to commit
burglary and one count of conspiring to
steal a motor vehicle at Redditch Crown
Court.

The three were responsible for a series
of ten car key burglaries in February
and March of last year that took place
in Bromsgrove district, Earlswood
in Warwickshire, and addresses in
Staffordshire and Northamptonshire.

Davies, O’Keefe-Clancey and Beresford
stole cars after breaking into their vic-
tims’ properties with a modus operandi
of gaining access to the homes by lock
snapping and blow torching the locks.

Davies received a total sentence
of seven years and five months (89
months), O’Keefe-Clancey got seven
years and seven months (91 months) and
Beresford got six years and six months
(78 months).

Beresford was further convicted of
burglary, receiving a further 28 months
consecutively for that, and attempted
burglary for which he was handed 24
months concurrently.

He was also convicted of a theft for
which there was no separate penalty.

roles

This meant his total term was eight years
and nine months (106 months).

The total for all three of 23 years and
10 months (286 months).

The three were identified following
a complex investigation conducted by
officers DC Jodi Lothian and DC Max
Beswick under the experienced super-
vision of DS Kirsty Hill in the north
Worcestershire CID team.

Mobile phone examinations revealed
the extent of their conspiracy to burgle
properties and steal cars, sometimes
threatening occupants with violence as
they fled.

Phone mast data also placed them at
the scenes of the crimes.

Once they had stolen the keys, they
would steal and move on the vehicles
- often high value ones such as BMWs,
Mercedes and Audis. They travelled
around in a VW Golf R which was on false
or cloned number plates.

Det Supt Kirsty Hill, from north
Worcestershire Proactive CID, said:
“This was a complex investigation, so
we are pleased to get these sentences for
Davies, O’Keefe-Clancey and Beresford
whose car key burglaries harmed many
people in our force area and neighbour-
ing forces too.

“We understand it often seems like car
thieves get away with it but hopefully this
result shows we will always work hard to
bring such criminals to justice and try to
halt the impact their actions have on our
communities.”

A WOMAN was sexually assaulted out-
side a pub in Bromsgrove.

The incident happened in the outdoor
smoking area at The Ladybird Inn on
Finstall Road around 4.30pm on January
31. The suspect was a white man with
brown hair and was wearing a lumber-
jack style jacket.

A 23-year-old was arrested on sus-

Assault outside town pub

picion of sexual assault following the
incident and has been released on bail
while enquiries continue.

Police have appealed for witnesses
and have urged anyone who was in
the smoking area at the time and saw
anything to email PC Lucy Link at lucy.
link1 @westmercia.police.uk or call her
on 07854 280503.
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SELL OR LET YOUR
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Sell or let your home with confidence
using our exceptional full-service
package without paying a penny.

*Offer applies to the first 20 houses within B96, B97 & B98
postcodes. Terms and conditions apply.
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Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust
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Longbridge
Cladding & Rooling L1d
Alon pan v &t

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Performing an important role

THE STANDARD joined district
council chairman Coun Sam Evans
as the Pauline Quirke Academy
(PQA) Bromsgrove and Redditch
opened at Lickey End First
School.

Sessions run for three hours on a
Saturday from 9.45am to lpm with
opening and closing assemblies either
side.

Three age groups - six to nine-year-
olds, 10 to 13 and 14 to 18-year-old
- each do an hour of musical theatre,
an hour of comedy and drama and an
hour of film and TV.

Sessions are led by industry experi-
enced professionals with guests visit-
ing to give different tips and insights.
And participants can make new friends
as well as learn new skills.

Principal Ariya Amin said: “Because
schools are under pressure to deliver
so much on the National Curriculum,
there are some skills they either do not
have time in school days to teach or
not in as much depth.

Vice Principal
Ben Patefield
and Principal
Ariya Amin
with Coun
Sam Evans.
Pictures by
Tristan Harris.
Copyright
Bullivant Media
Group Ltd.

“That is where we come in - we do
have the time.”

Ariya added the new setting at
Lickey End First School was perfect as
the spaces both inside and out enabled
the PQA to deliver what it wanted.

And Lickey End headteacher Chris
Burton is also delighted with the link-
up.

He said: “When Ariya contacted us
we jumped at the chance - PQA shares
the same ethos and values as our
school so it is a perfect fit and a great
coup for Bromsgrove.

“We have the space and want to
use the building as much as possi-
ble - not just during school days and
term-time.

“It is important to me Lickey End
First School is not just here for its
main purpose but also for the whole
community to use.”

Lickey End is an OPAL (Outdoor
Play and Learning) school meaning it
places more emphasis on the impor-
tance of children being outside for
activities as often as possible.

In Comedy and Drama, PQA stu-
dents will work on a ‘Shakespeare in
the Park’ project where a piece will
be performed outdoors while parents
and other audience members enjoy a
picnic.

Musical Theatre

Young people learn a number of
skills, including acting through song
and dance and the importance of tell-
ing stories through those disciplines.

Members get to perform in in-
house productions and some in the
West End.

As well as on-stage attributes, stu-
dents also learn about sound, light-
ing, choreography, producmg and
directing.

Comedy and Drama

This most varied module teach-

es young people the differentials
between acting on stage and on
screen. And they also learn skills in
public debating, monologues and
stand-up comedy.

Film and TV

Young people work on creating
scenarios for the screen before
watching each one back as a group.

As well as acting and presenting
in front of the camera, participants
learn about story-boarding and shot
decision making, along with sound,
lighting, props, costume design and
even hair and make-up.

Poppets

PQA also runs Poppets from
10.15am to 11.45am for four to
five-year-olds to give children their
first taste of performing arts from a

very young age.

And, every Saturday at 12.30pm,
parents are free to go along and
have a tour to see what is on offer
with free taster sessions also avail-
able.

Ariya added: “Everyone was abso-
lutely buzzing after our first day - we
are so happy in our new home.

“We all just could not wait to get
going and it has been a fantastic
start.”

Coun Evans, joined by the
‘Worcestershire County Councillor
for the area, Josh Robinson, said he
was ‘blown away’ by the PQA.

“The range of talent here is
impressive and incredible and the
fact we have PQA to allow and ena-
ble that talent to flourish and grow
is amazing.”

Visit pgacademy.com/academies/
redditch/ to book a free session.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

k Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

N

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Help Leo to win a Pride of Britain award. s

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A BROMSGROVE teen who
has smiled his way through
leukaemia and inspired oth-
ers to sign up to the stem
cell register has been nomi-
nated for a Pride of Britain
award.

After months of seeking a match,
Leo Sproson, aged 16, had a stem
cell transplant last month and has
been undergoing chemotherapy.

Leo’s mum Jenna has been so
amazed by Leo’s response to his
potentially life-threatening illness
she has nominated him for a Pride
of Britain Child or Teenager of
Courage award.

Staff at the Standard have also
nominated Leo and we want others
to nominate the brave lad.

Leo has permitted his story to be
shared widely and heard through
his Leo’s Army Facebook page in a
bid to get other people to join the
DKMS stem cell donor register.

The teenager’s family held a reg-
istration day in November and some
718 people signed up to the stem
cell register on the day, with many
more registering for online kits.

That event also raised more than
£4,000 for DKMS, which will help
the charity to process the necessary
swab Kkits.

Jenna has sat with Leo day in and
day out for just over five months
now.

She said that throughout the
gruelling treatment, long hospital
stays, the endless tests and the fear
and uncertainty Leo had faced, he
had shown a kind of bravery that
left her and others in awe.

She added: “He still smiles.

“He still thinks of other people.
He still finds ways to lift those
around him, even on the hardest
days.

“When most would crumble, Leo
shows quiet determination.

“When things are frightening, he
faces them head-on.

“That isn’t just strength — that’s
courage in its purest form.”

Leo will be in hospital until May
25, meaning he will not be home in
time for his birthday, on March 25.

His aunt Kate Best said: “The
actual stem cell transplant was the
easy part, the isolation and chemo-
therapy before, and the 10 days
after, have been brutal for Leo.

“As always, he hasn’t moaned,
though, and just keeps pushing
on.”

People can visit: data.reachplc.
com/242643338335962 to nomi-
nate Leo for the award.

MP demands
safety mirror

BROMSGROVE MP Bradley Tho-
mas has called on Worcestershire
County Council to install a mirror
to improve road safety along the
town’s Ednall Lane.

Mr Thomas has been working
with the residents of Nailers Court,
who have raised concerns about
the lack of visibility when exit-
ing their car park. The residents
say there have been several near
misses at the site.

The roads in the area are narrow
but Mr Thomas said the county
council had informed them there
had been no serious accidents
reported and, as vegetation and
hedges in the area are overgrown,
cutting them back would improve
safety.

The MP and residents do not feel
that would be sufficient to improve
safety and have warned something
needs to be done before a serious
crash occurs.

Mr Thomas said: “What [the
county council] fail to take into

Bradley Thomas MP, left, with residents of Nailers Court who want
something done about Ednall Lane. s

consideration is the numerous
near misses that have happened.

“It just shouldn’t be the case that
a serious accident has to happen
before any action is taken by the
county council.”

He vowed to continue working
with the residents until something
is done.

Mike Chaplain, from Nailers
Court, said: “The residents are
becoming extremely concerned
that the lack of visibility will lead
to a serious accident and ask the
council to help in preventing that
happening. The suggestion of cut-
ting back vegetation, we do not
believe, will solve the problem.”

Yl

NEW,

Having a change
round? Then give

us a ring before you fling
We collect re-usable good quality furniture to
either be given FREE to households who are in
need or to be sold at our showrooms at
1 Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR
01527 882410

www.newstarts.org.uk

Cars taken off road

BROMSGROVE Police seized two vehicles in
Catshill for motoring offences.

The vehicles had no road tax, no MoT and no
insurance. Officers said: “These offences pose a
risk to other road users. Both vehicles have now
been removed from the public highway.”

West Mercia Police reiterated any vehicle used
on a public road must be taxed, insured and - if
more than three years old — must have an MoT.

“Parking an untaxed or uninsured vehicle on a
public road is an offence,” the force added.

PAGE 5

Clean-ups planned in B45

THERE will be plenty of tidy-ups
going on in Rubery, Rednal and
Frankley as part of this year’s
Great British Spring Clean.

Efforts in the B45 postcode
areas are being led by The Rubery
Wombles, who have pledged to rid
the areas of more than 50 bags of
rubbish.

At 9.30am on Friday, March 13,
the group will be at the back of
the Rubery flyover, including the
woods leading to Parkway.

At 7am on Saturday, March 14,
the first part of Egghill Lane, in
Frankley, will be tidied, from the
junction of Frogmill Road.

At 9.30am on March 20, the

woods at the back of Morrisons,
in Rubery Great Park, will be given
a spring clean and at 9.30am on
March 21, attention will be turned
to St Chad’s Park and New Road.

The group will be getting together
at 9.30am on March 24 in Frogmill
Walk, in Frankley, and at 9.30am
on March 26, at the Doweries and
Cock Hill Lane.

The final litter-pick will take place
at 7am on March 27, when the
second part of Egg Hill Lane will
be spruced up, from the junction
of Frankley Hill Lane.

Equipment and black bags will
be provided for the clean-ups, with
everyone welcome to pitch in.

Dogs

Write your Will for free -l'—— h

Take care of what's important to
you, and transform the lives of
people with sight loss for
generations to come. You could

ive someone, like Simon (pictured),
reedom through a guide dog, train

more people to become sighted

guides, or provide vital services for

children.

Free Wills Month offers people aged 55+
the opportunity to have a simple Will written

or updated free of charge.

Appointments are limited. Book yours today with one
of the purtlcnpatmg solicitors below -

quote “Guide Dogs”

Astwood Law

Maddy Halstead - 01527 584155
39 Prospect Hill,

Redditch B97 4BS

Bashir Legal Ltd

Madussar Bashir - 0121 7518584
The Lewis Building, 35 Bull Street,
Birmingham B4 6AF

Kenneth Curtis & Co Solicitors

Sara Malik & Philip Curtis - 0121 3561161
88 Aldridge Road, Perry Barr,
Birmingham B42 2TP

Talbots Law

Trusts and Estates Department -
0800 1181500

Birmingham B15 1JD; and

Kidderminster DY10 2AX; and

Chase Morgan Solicitors
Pritte Bedi - 01902 450666
24 High Street,

Birmingham B14 7JT

Halesowen B63 4PU; and
Worcester WR1 1DN; and
Dudley DY1 1DB

Woollastons Solicitors

Flint Bishop Ltd
Jennifer Singleton - 01332 227598

NB. Remote appointments only

Natalie Vallance - 0121 3555516
335 Jockey Road, Boldmere,
Sutton Coldfield B73 5XE

546708

This service is provided as part of Free Wills Month

(freewillsmonth.org.uk).

There is no obligation to leave a gift to Guide Dogs.
Registered charity in England and Wales (209617), Scotland

(SC038979) and Isle of Man (1334).

REGULATOR
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Calls have
been made for
Council leader
Jo Monk to
resign. Picture
by Ryan Smith
© Bullivant
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Calls

THE LIBERAL Democrats have called
for Worcestershire County Council’s
Reform UK leader, Coun Jo Monk, and
deputy leader, Coun Rob Wharton, to
step down.

It comes after the authority approved
an 8.98 per cent council tax increase
with the leadership citing a dire finan-
cial situation as the reason for the rise.

Coun Monk previously said this budg-
et was needed due to the dire finan-
cial situation the previous Conservative
administration had left them in when
they came to power in May 2025.

At a press conference last month,
she claimed the Reform administration
‘being honest with the public’ and was
taking responsibility for the ‘mess’ that
was left.

The Conservatives said Reform could
have made sufficient savings since tak-

for Reform pair i:o go

ing over last May to ‘prevent a mega
tax rise’.

Coun Josh Robinson, from the
Worcestershire’s Liberal Democrats,
said: “Council leadership has clearly
failed over the past nine months.

“They promised to cut waste and cut
taxes. Elected officials should stand by
their word.

“When a clear failure has occurred,
you need to stand by your actions.

“The situation we face is grave and I
have no confidence in this leadership to
enact it.”

The calls came after the Lib Dems
staged their walkout ahead of the budg-
et vote.

We contacted both Coun Wharton
and Coun Monk but neither was avail-
able for comment by the time we went
to press.

The Standard, Friday March 6, 2026

Lengthy debate
ends in council
tax up by 8.9%

COUNCIL tax across
‘Worcestershire is set to rise
by almost 8.98 per cent
after an eight-hour budget
meeting last Thursday.

Reform-led Worcestershire
County Council approved its
2026/27 budget with the tax
rise from April adding about
$145-a-year to the bills of
those in Band D properties.

The government recently
awarded the authority §59mil-
lion in emergency support to
enable it to avoid effective
bankruptcy.

Several budget amend-
ments tabled by the Liberal
Democrats went through.

These included using $1mil-
lion to create a footway / foot-
path fund where each council-
lor would have £17,500 per
year to invest in works on
the most urgent and in need
footpaths

They also requested to divert
$Hmillion per year in 2026/27
and 2027/28 of the currently
unallocated Local Transport
Grant to increase the number
of pedestrian crossings, con-
struct and improve footpaths
in villages and develop cycle-

ways, including Malvern to
‘Worcester.

The Lib Dems proposed £56m
in 2026/27 of the currently
unallocated DfT Highways
Maintenance Block to raise
the roads at Eckington Bridge
and Pershore Bridge to elimi-
nate risk of flooding disruption
and proposed &2million from
the same fund to support side
roads in Bromsgrove negative-
ly impacted by BREP works.

A further &lmillion in
2026/27 will go towards cre-
ating a Slmillion drainage
stability fund for roads rou-
tinely affected by local flood-
ing, when drains collapse and
make the roads unusable or
they deteriorate. The cash is
aimed at making roads safer
for longer.

And the party proposed £2m
in 2026/27 of the currently
unallocated DfT Highways
Maintenance Block for a rural
roads priority fund.

The Lib Dems also put for-
ward an amendment to create
a one-off revenue budget of
£200k for a feasibility study to
look at existing county build-
ings to identify whether any
were suitable to be converted

for small scale SEND provi-
sion.

Lib Dem councillors then
staged a walkout, enabling the
budget to go through.

Leader of the Conservative
Group, Coun Adam Kent said
the Lib Dems’ actions were
‘the worst of a political group
he had ever seen’.

“Reform could have made
enough savings since May 2025
to have stopped this mega tax
rise but their election promises
to cut waste and reduce taxes
are now shown for exactly
what they are.

“The Conservative Group put
up a valiant fight but with only
12 out of 57 we just don’t have
the numbers.”

Council leader, Coun Jo
Monk, said it was a difficult
decision to raise council tax.

She insisted the financial
difficulty the council was in
was because the previous Tory
administration - of which she
was a member - kept taxes
artificially low.

Councillors voted by 24 to
19 to pass the budget, includ-
ing the council tax rise, with
four councillors abstaining.

#ferms apply

ENJOY £0 JOINING FEES'
s o ers Yon P

SWIMMING POOL CARDIO

It's a great time of year to start exercising. The days are getting longer and it's an ideal
time to getinsshapefor the summer months ahead, so when the season arrives you're
looking and feeling your best. Feel at home in our clubs, enjoying a great range of facilities
including full gym suite, fitness classes, plus our pools for an invigorating swim or relaxing

dip after your workout.

RESISTANCE KIT

FEEL AT HOME

LIFESTYLE SUPPORT

GROUP EXERCISE

|
SPA POOL

§152/7%5¢1 957

bromsgrove@youfitclubs.co.uk

Holiday Inn Bromsgrove
Kidderminster Rd, B61 9AB

SAUNA & STEAM ROOM

Holiday In

youfitclubs.co.uk
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District council claims
rise will boost services

BROMSGROVE District
Council has lauded one of its
final ever budgets ‘resilient’,
extolling its plan in protect-
ing key frontline services.

Members agreed a 2.99 per
cent increase for the authority’s
section of the council tax bill.

The figure is below infla-
tion and equates to an average
increase of just 15p per week for
district council services.

The rise means the council’s
part of the average band D coun-
cil tax will cost £265.18 which is
§5.10-a-week.

Councillors said the budget
kept services sustainable, green
spaces glowing and infrastruc-
ture improving.

Bromsgrove District Council
collects the whole bill on behalf
of Worcestershire County
Council, the Police and Crime
Commissioner, Fire and Rescue
Service and parish councils.

Due to a delay in the coun-
ty council’s setting of its pre-
cept, an extraordinary meeting
of the district council will be
held on March 6 to incorporate
Worcestershire County Council’s
agreed increases.

This will complete the final
council tax setting position and
enable the whole bills to be sent
out to residents.

This will be one of the last
Bromsgrove District Council

annual budgets as the Local
Government Reorganisation is
due to take shape in the next 12
to 18 months.

Coun Simon Nock, the cabinet
member for finance, said the
resilient budget would enable the
authority to continue to provide
frontline services at a difficult
time for local government.

“It is a budget in which all

political groups have been
involved, and it was great to see
unanimous support in the cham-
ber last night.

“By creating a new §£2.5million
resilience fund, we are also ensur-
ing that Bromsgrove remains on
a stable footing, no matter what
the national economy throws at
us and with Local Government
Reorganisation in mind.”

The council said spending was
once again in line with its priori-
ties of Economic Development,
Housing, Environment and
Infrastructure.

This year it had rolled out new
wheeled bins for every home
across the district and a new
fleet of bin collection lorries.

This was on top of multi-
million-pound commitments
already made by the district
council for major regeneration
and wellbeing projects, includ-
ing Bromsgrove town centre
through redeveloping the former
Market Hall site, transforming it
into Nailers Yard.

“Our  communities have
enjoyed events all over the dis-
trict, in clean, green spaces
maintained by our teams.”

Bromsgrove District Council
leader, Coun Karen May, said the
authority only retained a small
proportion of the entire council
tax bill - historically around 13
per cent.

“We are making that work
harder than ever to protect the
frontline services our residents
value most.”

Councillors agreed a 2.99
per cent rise of Bromsgrove
District Council precept.
Picture by Marcus Mingins.
Copyright Bullivant Media
Group Ltd.
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Council opts to
freeze its share

WYCHAVON District Council has frozen
its share of the council tax for Droitwich,
Evesham and Pershore residents for the sev-
enth time in nine years,

It means the average Band D household
will continue to pay just £128.21 a year - less
than £2.47-a-week for the services Wychavon
provides, such as parks, public toilets, refuse
collections, business support and housing
help.

As part of the budget, councillors have
agreed to invest $5million into a ‘We Are
‘Wychavon Support Fund’ to deliver a pack-
age of grants, free and discounted services
over the next two years. The funding will help
people stay active, boost business growth,
support young people, improve connectivity
and protect the environment

A total of £400,000 will be put into a new
community grants scheme and up to $4mil-
lion will be spent on decarbonising leisure
centres in Pershore and Evesham - energy-
efficiency measures are being installed at
Droitwich Leisure Centre as part of the cur-
rent upgrade.

The council will also provide £872,000
to support the local economy, including
§412,000 for new Growth and Rural Grants
to continue supporting small and medium-
sized businesses.

There will be £100,000 for community
energy efficiency and biodiversity projects
and &£3.7million extra to deliver day-to-day
services.

‘Wychavon said it built on major regenera-
tion projects, including upgrades to leisure
facilities in Droitwich Spa and the redevelop-
ment of the Riverside Shopping Centre site
in Evesham.

While Wychavon’s share of council tax
is frozen, the overall bill residents receive
will go up as it includes increases from
‘Worcestershire County Council, West Mercia
Police, Hereford and Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service and parish/town councils.

REDDITCH MODEL
RAILWAY SHOW

Tth & 8th MARCH

Trinity High School, Redditch

Top Quality Layouts on show in popular scales

%

™

i ¥ o I l
— ie
m :\ H‘ -~
Jozaer
i

www.redditch-mrc.com

% SATURDAY 10:00-17:00, SUNDAY 10:00-16:30

. Accompanied children FREE and over 16’s £6
FREE ON SITE PARKING - SAT nav code : B98 8DS
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THE PLOT THICKENS: THE
LATEST talk in Redditch History
Society’s annual programme takes
place this Monday, March 9, and
focuses on the the Gunpowder
Plot.

Guest speaker Philip Bowen
is an historian with an interest-
ing and varied background - he
has worked for the Ministry of
Overseas Development, setting
up schools in North West Zambia
and was deputy headmaster at
Bromsgrove School for 26 years.

Philip is also a keen ornitholo-
gist, and has published widely on
the birds of Africa. He is a reader
in the Church of England.

At this meeting, Philip will take
a fresh look at The Gunpowder
Plot which he considers to be ‘the
most audacious terrorist plot in
our history, very much planned
and located in our region’.

He will introduce attendees to
various plotters and examine their
motives, disentangle myths about
Guy Fawkes and discuss of the

2t length, thefe
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child who would have become
Queen Elizabeth II, identifying a
fatal weak link.

And he will reveal and mar-
vel at an unrivalled spy system,
lament dire consequences for loyal
Catholics which lasted centuries
and allegedly discover surprising
connections with Macbeth, world-
famous islands and a gorilla.

This presentation promises to be
a lively combination of local his-
tory and fascinating details of an
historic, nation-defining event with
an enduring legacy.

The society meets from 2pm
to 4pm on the second Monday of
every month at Oasis Christian
Centre on Plymouth Road.

Non-members are always wel-
come for a £4 admission fee and
refreshments are available after
the talk for just 50p per person.

Further details of the 2026 sea-
son can be found at: redditchhis-
torysociety.org.uk or on the leaflet
available from Redditch Library
and The Palace Theatre.
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Offering a space
for performances

YOUNG creatives can make
the most of a free performance
space at this year’s Rik Mayall
Comedy Festival.

The organisers of the popular
event have put a call-out to local
theatre schools, drama groups,
students and individuals to take
over the stage at the Droitwich
Community Hall during the festi-
val.

‘The Showcase’ on June 6 is
aimed at capturing the anarchic,
creative spirit of Droitwich’s com-
edy icon, Rik, by giving performers
a platform to experiment with com-
edy, short plays, and sketches.

New for 2026, the inspiration
for the event comes from the suc-
cess of The Crew, a student-led
production from Warwick Uni who
performed last year.

Robin, The Crew’s creator, said
the festival made the group feel
part of a friendly and supportive
community.

“I found it rewarding to create
a show for a festival known on a
national scale, and it was a fantastic
process of advancing our skills as
young performers.

“The Crew enjoyed the opportu-
nity to create a comedy that was
thoroughly enjoyable to perform.”

Festival committee member
Phoebe Haywood, 24, is helping
bring this event to life.

She said: “Rik had a fearless, DIY
approach to creativity, and we want
to bring that same energy back to

The Crew, a student-led production from Warwick Uni, performed
at last year’s festival has inspired The Showcase. Picture by

Mark Wild. s

his home town by giving young peo-
ple the opportunity to perform.

“By offering this space for free,
we're removing the barriers that
often stop young performers from
getting their work seen, ensuring
the next generation of local talent
has a platform of their own.”

The opportunity is open to all
young people aged 18 and under
and those over 18 currently in full-
time education or apprenticeships.

To ensure the event is accessible
to all, festival organisers are pro-
viding six 45-minute performance

slots throughout the day and cover-
ing all costs for the venue and PA
services.

Organisations and individuals
wanting to be part of the pro-
gramme should submit a brief
description of their proposed per-
formance, including the age range
of the performers and any specific
technical requirements.

Applications should be sent to:
youngones@rikmayallcomedyfesti-
val.com by next Friday, March 13.

Visit rikmayallcomedyfestival.
com for more on the festival.

LIVE MUSIC:

7" MARCH: NEARLY DAN - THE SOUND OF STEELY DAN
19™ MARCH: TINA TURNER EXPERIENCE

TH

ARCH: FLEETWOOD UN

CHAINED
215T MARCH: FEARLEQSLY TAYLOR (TAYLOR SWIFT TRIBUTE)

28TH MARCH

E A
OOTH

RMED MAN - BARNT GREEN CHORAL
IMINAL - MICHAEL JACKSOl\ EXPERIENCE

® APRIL: M CR
4™ APRIL: ELECTRIK LIVE ORCHESTRA

9“' ‘APRIL K-POP SUPERSTARS

PRIL: THE RADIOHEAD P!

ROJECT
ll”I APRlL THE ANNIE LENNOX & EURYTHMICS SHOW

12™ APRIL: SHANIA TWAIN - BY SHANIA LIVE
17"' APRIL: ONE NIGHT OF ADELE - NAOMI JOHNSON
23"° APRIL: WILD BOYS OF THE 80S
2" MAY: GIVE ME THE NIGHT (GEORGE BENSON TRIBUTE)

3% MAY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIBUTE

1 MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON SINGS CAROLE KING VOLUNTEERS
g MAY AND FINALLY PHIL COLLIN FOR THE
o1 MAY: OASISH PEOPLE OF

" MAY: ELTON'S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD | BROMSGROVE

15" MAY: THIS IS MERSEYBEAT
1o MAY: CTASSIC ROCK REVIVAL .
17" MAY: CELEBRATING CELINE - A NEW DAY e
22" MAY: FRANKIE - THE CONCERT (FT THE FALSETTOS
29™ MAY: RHINESTONE COWBOY: THE GLEN CAMBELL STORY
30" MAY: BURN DEEP PURPLE TRIBUTE
5" JUNE: THE CARPENTERS EXPERIENCE
6™ JUNE: EVERLY BROTHERS BY CANDLELIGHT
Ton JUNE: BEEGEES YOU SHOULD BE DANCING

1
/L SOIEDAMON (IR L ONE) it N
23?:’ JBH{( Si%ﬁﬂgkzv?s EXPERIENCE AALEILE ER?R?;
- ¢l

24™ JULY: DESPERADOS EAGLES IS UNDERGOING
EVENT CINEMA: AR Ll
315" MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED
20™ APRIL: NAT HE LIVE: ALL MY SONS
2157 APRIL: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE =

e ROYAL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE

25™ JUNE: NT LlVE LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

12-14™ MARCH: THE GREAT BRITISH BAKEOFF THE MUSICAL
22" MARCH: DISNEY NEWSIES JR.
2°P APRIL: KRAPP’S LAST TAPE

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MON: (6-8PM), WED: 10AM-12PM, SAT: 10AM-12PM

‘ ARTRIX IS

ELTON'S SONG:

/|
'ARTRIX

‘BEYOND THE
"YELLOW BRICKS

. 14TH MAY 2026
‘DOORS 19:00 | STARTS 19;

/thekillerskollective
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with CHOICE OF
comfort, quality, and a personal touch BACKHEIGHY
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. GHUIGE OF

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very

¢“Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and installation. and Good prices -
Five Star Service! ] what more could

Fantastic you ask for!>®

Products!”’ (CB August 2025)
(L.H. Sept 2025)

starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery

reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

"'_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
' Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

it
facebook

. 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk
I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for

LUXURIOUS
HANDCRAFTED
BESPOKE BEDS
& MATTRESSES

EALS
*| FROM £399
2

S'.
| A

D
S
L7

epeezee

RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE ‘
IN STORE i

V_VN MODELS IN STORE

- e
RECLINING SOFAS
£14486 NOW £995

RANGE
IN STORE IN STORE

5 ié'{"\ =y O\ P
Sleepeezee 5,5 R R IgDevonshife| Lo~
A Harris;rl‘zSpinks =

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS

& CHAIRS
@ EST

[from here
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‘WHO REMEMBERS when the garden buzzed
with insects all summer?

Bees, butterflies, dragonflies and grasshop-
pers. Not now.

They are vital for pollination, food for birds,
reptiles and mammals and for decomposing
dead organic matter.

‘Worldwide we have lost 42 per cent of all
insects in 10 years. This is catastrophic.

Causes include habitat loss, intensive farm-
ing, climate change and pesticides - insecti-
cides, herbicides and fungicides.

They are all poisons and are heavily used in
agriculture - 4million tonnes annually across
the world and rising.

‘We know what damage they do to wildlife,
including soil organisms, fish, birds, aquatic
life, plants and terrestrial animals.

Fipronil is a poison in flea treatments
for dogs - recently found by our group in
Spadesbourne Brook.

There is a tablet used more now but that too
is toxic when excreted.

There is more evidence now of pesticide’s
effects on human health too, particularly chil-
dren, who are much more susceptible to it .

There have been links to cancer, Parkinson’s
Disease, Alzheimers, childhood leukaemia,
developmental delay and neurological devel-
opment issues in children and male and female
infertility, respiratory disease and cognitive
impairment.

Governments frequently rely on research of
these chemicals done by manufacturers. We
can and must do something. About 30 per cent
of urban land consists of gardens. Bromsgrove
Climate Action is asking people to pledge to

What’s missing from
our gardens and why
it matters to us all

give up using pesticides completely. There are
so many alternatives.

We can encourage natural predators by
making safe habitats for birds, frogs and
hedgehogs.

Providing water and shelter is vital. Leave
small gaps under fences so hedgehogs and
frogs can get through. Don’t be too tidy.

Leave twigs and dead leaves in corners and
patches of long grass for winter and leave
dead flower heads and stems until spring - ide-
ally when the temperature is consistently 10°
or more. Insects overwinter in these.

Grow flowers to encourage predators, such
as dragonflies, hoverflies and ladybirds, put
up bird boxes or leave safe spaces for them
to nest and reduce lighting at night. Bright
lights interfere with birds’ nesting and sleep-
ing patterns.

Doug Henderson from our council is com-
mitted to phasing out the use of Glyphosate in
all public places and is piloting an alternative
chemical-free weed control method.

Many councils have already done this suc-
cessfully. Good news.

Please join us and pledge to give up using
garden chemicals. We owe it to the planet and
to our children.

Column provided by
Bromsgrove Climate Action.
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Aiming to raise
cash for trlp

AN 11-year-old footballer from
Redditch is seeking sponsorship
to enable him to compete in an
international youth football tour-
nament in Barcelona.

Billy Jeavons, has been selected to
travel with his team in March to com-
pete against youth sides from across
Europe.

It is a significant achievement for
the young player who is known for his
talent, dedication and passion for the
beautiful game.

Football is Billy’s life - he trains
regularly, plays with enthusiasm and
commitment and is widely recognised
for his natural ability and strong team
spirit.

But the cost of travel, accommoda-
tion, tournament fees and kit means
additional support is needed to make
his opportunity possible.

Billy’'s mum, Kerry Murphy, said
the experience would be incredibly
valuable for her son and highlighted
the wider importance.

“Sport plays such an important role for
boys.

“It encourages them to stay active,
spend time outdoors, and learn how to
work as part of a team. Team sports build
confidence, resilience and a real sense of
belonging.

“Football means everything to Billy and
he works so hard at it.

“Taking part in an international tour-
nament at his age would be a wonderful
experience for him, and we would be
extremely grateful for any support that
might help him take p

Local businesses, organisations and
community members are being urged con-
sider sponsoring Billy’s journey.

Contributions of any size would help
towards the trip’s costs and be acknowl-
edged through team communications,
social media mentions and logo placement
on training wear where appropriate.

Email Kerry at: kerrymurphyx@icloud.
com to get in touch.

Billy Jeavons, has been selected
to travel in March with his team to
compete against youth sides from
across Europe. s
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&

>> GABLE RECYCLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm

““pound for £ te
are the best’
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Milward Place
Clive Road, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B97 4BT

a home designed with you in mind

Our Milward Place development in Redditch is cleverly designed
to make life easier - now and in years to come.

Join us for Coffee and Cake at Milward Place. It's a great |
opportunity to visit this stunning Retirement Living development, .

view our high quality apartments available, and meet our vibrant Here's some of what over 60s can enjoy:
community of homeowners. » One & two bedroom apartments available
» Dedicated House Manager

» Landscaped gardens

» Social communal lounge

>

>

Visits are by appointment only and we look forward to welcoming

you.
Close to local amenities

24/7 call system
Join us for Coffee & Cake » Guest Suite* for loved ones to stay
Date: Thursday 19th March 2026 :;;Pf:;':f;;;';i:,a:;g to
Time: 10am - 2pm or rent from £1,250pcm* i

Call 0800 185 5674
to book your space. McCarthy Stone

mccarthystone.co.uk/milward-place Retirement living Your wasy

* Trustpilot : Rated Excellent

*Terms and conditions apply. Additional charges apply. Subject to availability, while stocks last. Visit www.mccarthyandstone.co.uk/milward-place for full details.Properties available to purchase via McCarthy
Stone Resales - privately owned. Imagery is representative and facilities vary by location.
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Sessions set
to start up

PEOPLE wanting to get creative or fit can
go along to some new sessions starting at
Bromsgrove’s Artrix.

A new creative writing course is launch-
ing at the School Drive venue.

Those who wanted to write stories, poems,
scripts or memoirs but did not know where
to start or finish can go along.

Whether people are total beginners or a
lapsed writer looking to reconnect, the class
provides a welcoming space to explore
ideas, build confidence, and actually write.

Sessions will include fun prompts, sup-
portive feedback, no pressure, creativity,
skills and learning, confidence building and
the chance to make new friends.

People are urged to write for themselves,
meet others with curious minds and dis-
cover what they can create.

The courses are £80 per person for a
block of 10 sessions.

A Children’s Creative Writing class is
also soon being launched with sessions
taking place around 10am every Saturday
morning.

Email marketing@artrixbromsgrove.
co.uk for more.

A new Zumba class is starting at 9.30am
every Monday at Artrix, run by award-
winning local instructor Charley.

People can book a block of five sessions
for £32.50 on Artrix’s website.

To book any of these courses, go to:
artrixbromsgrove.co.uk and click the
‘Workshops’ tag on the top of the page to
find them.

And, the first ever Artrix Youth Theatre
has been launched.

Sessions for 12 to 18-year-olds run from
2pm to 4pm every Saturday.

The first show the group will be perform-
ing will be High School Musical.

Email youththeatre@artrixbromsgrove.
co.uk for more information.

The Standard, Friday March 6, 2026

Inspired to make the run
in memory of his dad

Tom Stafford will be braving the half marathon in memory of

his father, Tony Stafford. s

A BROMSGROVE man is run-
ning the Shakesphere Stratford
Half Marathon in memory of
his father who passed away
just before Christmas.

Tom Stafford will brave the
26.2mile course on April 26 in
tribute to Tony Stafford who
died on December 22 following
a brave battle with Acute Myeloid
Leukaemia.

Tom ran the Worcester City
half marathon back in September,
where his dad was able to cheer
him on and he raised crucial
funds for Leukaemia Care.

He is once again lacing up
his running shoes to support
Leukaemia Care and has raised
§425 so far.

The lives of Tom and his family
changed forever in May last year
when dad Tony was diagnosed
with Acute Myeloid Leukaemia,
despite no clear signs he was seri-
ously unwell.

Then one week later, disbelief
was replaced by hospital admis-
sion when Tony walked into the
‘Worcestershire Royal, where he
would spend 151 nights.

He underwent intense chemo-
therapy, bone marrow biopsies,
and countless blood transfusions.

Tom said: “Bad days came,
days where the chemo took more

than it gave.

“There were days when he was
too weak to move much, too tired
to pretend he wasn’t exhausted.

“But there were days when he
could go outside, for a while, to
see his grandchildren, as inside
the hospital, they were isolated
from each other.

“On those days, he wasn’t a
patient, he was grandad again -
those moments were everything,
as isolation was so cruel.

“He became the life and soul
of the ward. The nurses knew
him, not just as a patient, but as
a person.

“He made friendships, and he
made them laugh.

“He brought warmth into a
place filled with uncertainty.”

At one point, Tony was in
remission, but deteriorated again
and, on December 16, just six
days before he died, he was told
the Leukaemia had not responded
to treatment.

Tom added: “Nothing prepares
you to sit beside your dad and
hear that there is nothing left to
do.

“Nothing prepares you to watch
the strongest person you know
face the end of his fight.

“And those final days were filled
with love and heartbreak in equal
measure.

“His fight lives on in us and we
want to continue his legacy and
raise awareness of Acute Myeloid
Leukaemia and support others on
this journey and their families.”

Visit justgiving.com/page/tom-
stafford-18? to donate.

WESTON—SUPER—MARE

MID WEEK SPRING SPECIALS

All include four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Monday 9th March - Friday 13th March
Monday 23rd March - Friday 27th March

Was £269 NOW £225pp
Was £279 NOW £236pp

Monday 6th April - Monday 10th April
Monday 20th April - Friday 24th April
Monday 27th April - Friday 1st May
Monday 4th May - Friday 8th May
Monday 11th May - Friday 15th May

Was £295 NOW £247pp
Was £299 NOW £251pp
Was £299 NOW £251pp
Was £309 NOW £258pp
Was £319 NOW £262pp

Friday 13th March - Monday 16th March
Friday 20th March - Monday 23rd March
Friday 27th March - Monday 30th March

Friday 3rd April - Monday 6th April (Easter)

Friday 10th April - Monday 13th April
Friday 17th April - Monday 20th April
Friday 1st May - Monday 4th May
Friday 8th May - Monday 11th May

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH FREE BAR

All include three nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm & optional coach travel

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

Amazing
Offers

Up To
25%

Was £265 NOW £219pp
Was £269 NOW £222pp
Was £269 NOW £230pp
Was £315 NOW £269pp
Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £295 NOW £259pp
Was £295 NOW £251pp
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BROMSGROVE'S

(D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!  Early Bird Offer

Tl e e oo - [ COMPLETE SET'

Sherhorne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds, z_‘ A e
Harrison Spinks, Global Home, % 4 R ,

Cotswold Chairs and many more.

Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Mattresses -
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture
Clearance - Big brand names at
unbeatable prices:

DFS » Tetrad ° La-Z-Boy * Parker Knoll » Sofology |
Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!!
(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display ¢ Clearance Stock)
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!
Clearance & Extra Discounts off Ordered Items. =
Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience!
Built on Experience, Grown on Trust.

- Was £1299
NOW ONLY

Com lete]lDouhble Bed

fITH DRA

RD IN CHOICE OF COLOUR

EXTRA 10% OFF Sherborne
Upholstery this week!

FROM ONLY

i\ £299

BLACK1.8X 1 0 TABI.E K N ‘ HISE & WAS £-1—199 CORNER-1
+ 6 SWIVEL CHAIRS AS FROM A AS £299 R CHAIRS IN STOCK NOW ONLY £599

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
& YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

& OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week: P e 515 Anns
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park | *Mofay i Fricay: am—spm | 8 g™
Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW + Sunday: 10am - 4pm 2 7

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk : boFg.“é’g’ k;:s :;;: .
acebook: aKian urniture
Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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Great fun, but the turnout
is a joke for comedians

COME ON, Bromsgrovians - you can do bet-
ter than this.

I was amongst a sparse audience in Artrix’s
main house to watch local stand-up come-
dian, the self-styled Fat Theo.

I was fully expecting it to be packed out
as - along with live theatre - comedy nights
are a rare treat on the stage of the town’s
premier performance space.

It was also my first time seeing Theo per-
form anywhere and felt ‘here is a guy with a

unique voice that deserves to be heard’.

Before he gave us his new show, there
were support routines from the talents of
Danny Strachan and Katie Slater.

Strachan played on his likeness to Bruce
Willis and offered us dubious financial advice
as a ‘council-estate Martin Lewis’.

The BBC came in from some hard-edged
Jjibes as well.

Slater was more self-effacing using her
bad luck with men as the main core of her
routine. She has the bubbliness of a female
football pundit in a male dominated domain
and - not too subtly - procures both our
laughter and respect.

Theo’s 60-minute show was a
mixed bunch of satire, observa-
tional comedy and embellished real
life experiences.

All entertaining stuff from a
smooth voice that could just as eas-
ily be an actor as a comedian.

In fact, the best part of the show
for me was his tales of his first
acting experiences in pantomime
- the lure of the greasepaint and
the quirkiness of his fellow cast
members.

Musical Tribute acts (which cur-
rently fill most of Artrix’s calen-
dar) are undeniably popular and
certainly have their place, but they
will always be just copies of original
artists.

Fat Theo offers up originality -
small though the audience were,
they were very appreciative.

Let’s spread the word for the
next time: contender now — champ
tomorrow.

Euan Rose

Picture by Sophia
Theophanous. s

ASTWOOD Bank Operatic Society returns
to the stage this spring with a new pro-
duction of Gilbert and Sullivan’s The
Yeomen of the Guard at the Norbury
Theatre from Thursday to Saturday,
March 12 to 14.

This year’s show brings a fresh perspective
to the beloved operetta, moving the action
from the 16th century into a contemporary
setting.

The staging is uniquely personal for the
company, with three generations of the same
family taking key roles.

Jean Chalk takes the helm as director,
her daughter appears as Dame Carruthers,
the formidable housekeeper of the Tower of
London, and her granddaughter plays Kate,
Dame Carruthers’ spirited niece.

Jean, a member of Astwood Bank Operatic
Society for 43 years, said she was delighted
to be directting.

“This performance is particularly special to
me because my daughter and granddaughter
are both taking principal parts.”

Often described as the darkest and most
emotionally resonant of the Savoy Operas,
The Yeomen of the Guard is widely consid-
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Jean Chalk,
Imogen Chalk
and Rosalyn
Chalk all
feature in the
show. s

Yeoman on the march

ered to feature Sullivan’s finest score.

The story unfolds within the walls of the
Tower of London, where a travelling troupe
of performers arrives and sets in motion a
tangled web of romance, deception, and unre-
quited love.

Audiences can expect a compelling blend
of melancholy and mirth, with the operetta’s
more mature themes balanced by the duo’s
trademark wit and flair for farce.

The production features many of the show’s
most cherished musical numbers, including ‘I
Have a Song to Sing, O’, ‘When a Wooer Goes
a-Wooing’, and ‘Free from His Fetters Grim’.

At the centre of the story is Phoebe Meryll,
who has caught the attention of the jailor
Wilfred Shadbolt - though her heart lies else-
where with the condemned Colonel Fairfax.

A daring escape plot, an unexpected mar-
riage proposal and the arrival of performers
Jack Point and Elsie Maynard create a chain
of events that leave one character without the
happy ending they hoped for.

Visit norburytheatre.co.uk or call Norbury
Theatre Box Office on 01905 770154 for
tickets and more information.

L™ ANESNONN
LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

|

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

QW

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814677

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street >
Worcester WR1 2AT l

Tel: 01905 888372

FLEXIBLE

FINANCE

OPTIONS
AVAILABLE

to make life easier for you

French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5 STAR

5STARWINDOWS.CO.UK &=
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EIBUILDLAND

The Building & Landscaping DIY Centre

CAN'T MATCH
vour sricks WE CAN!
OVER 300 BRICKS IN STOCK AT OUR 4 ACRE SITE

v Expert Brick Matching Available
v Trade & Public Welcome
v/ Open 7 Days a Week

Y from£29.95 { |
Concrete Slotted
Post from £14.45

Concrete Gravel [ =

REDDITCH
Buildland Ltd, Oxleasow Road, Redditch,
East Moons Moat, Worcestershire, B98 ORE
Tel: 01527 519 444

COVENTRY
The Prince William Henry, 252 Foleshill Road,
Coventry, CV1 4HW
Tel: 02476 703 500

ﬁ @ ALL PRICES ARE PLUS VAT

Open to the public and trade 7 Days a Week: Mon-Sat: 7:30am - 4:30pm. Sun: 10:00am - 2:00pm



PAGE 18 The Standard, Friday March 6, 2026

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair

help is here!
Locks WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

Hinges
Mirrors —
Misted Glass = Winning team The Frog Squad: Oliver Rees, Sarah Rees, Oscar Rees, Paula

Knight and Pete Richardson. s
Safety Glass
by Tristan Harris eral manager Mark Goddard said: “It’s eve-

Decorative Glass 5SS 4 tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com nings like this that show the power of
- community. We're incredibly grateful to
y Cat FIapS In Glass A QUIZSF c held the businesses who sponsored rounds and
) i -for-a-Cause was he at donated raffle prizes and to everyone who
COHYE rsator_y Rep -l . Stoke Prior Sports and Country helped behind the scenes.”
* Fascias, Soffits & Guttering _\"ararep Z Club in aid of the Harry Bemnett ~_ The club chose to support HEO lust year,
: Vé HB9 Foundation. setting an ambitious £5, target. Having
* UPVC WlndOWS, Doors & vsvll.jhligg‘ég Local busin%sses sponsored each round fallen short, they have continued this year.
Conse rvatories & FITTED__\ of the quiz, and team entry fees and a well- Thanks to quiz night success, the total
, mE supported raffle raised a total of £700. raised now stands at £4,633, with just $367
Lo g BU rner Glass Supphed Nine rounds covered subjects from litera- needed to reach the target. . .
ture and geography to music, history and TV The HB9 Foundation was established in
Patio Doors French Doors and film and teams battled it out in good memory of Bromsgrove teenager Harry
spirit. Bennett, who died from sepsis in 2020, aged
Front Doors Back Doors Quiz master Alex Crawford — and his mum just 16 years old.
. - were in charge and JW Catering fuelled the The charity honours Harry’s passion for
Composn:e Doors contestants. sport and his belief in its power to change
The Frog Squad won, with 72 points, to lives. It supports individuals and teams so
Card payments accepted R/ AY:Y @ bag the bespoke winner’s slate produced and more young people can benefit from the
donated by STMS Merchandise. physical and mental advantages of playing
, | g . Corinthians Mean Machine were two points ~ grassroots sport.
back and ‘home team’ CJ Promotions’ You Anyone wanting to help the club get its
or U May Have Heard of Us were half a point fundraising to £5,000 can visit: justgiv-
behind them. ing.com/page/stokepriorclubhb9 for more
Stoke Prior Sports and Country Club gen- details, and to donate.

4
| DU

MONSOON

73-75 MAY LANE, HOLLYWOOD

BIRMINGHAM, B47 5PA

T:01564 829 200

WWW.MONSOON.RESTAURANT MO N S O O N
~ National Award Winning Restaurant EAT . DRINK.RELAX T:01564 829 200 WWW.MONSOON.RESTAURANT

ANY STARTER any MAIN pisH* any NAN OR RICE & TEA or COFFEE**

*(Fish, & King Prawns £3.00 extra per dish) | ** (Plain Coffee)

ARTA_A

Sl
OF THE YEAR 202
WEST MIDLANDS
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HUGE FRINGE FESTIVAL | FREE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
MUSIC | SCREENINGS | POP-UP MUSEUM

3!

*a«nﬁ«kﬁe@aﬂ@wﬁéﬁ(@ﬁ%‘»ﬁ{

i i tinc e

RICHARD -

The Splrltual Home of Al ernatlve Co

www.rlkmayallcomedyfestlval.com scan me

VOLUNTEER PARTNER FESTIVAL SPONSORS MERCHANDISE PARTNER SUPPORTED BY
&7~ MERCHANDISE

R e
@ BLACKPEAR  Sutcliffe & Co. Nicol&Co ;

orm o d utter

HEADLINE SPONSOR
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At the Barnyard Ccafé
Set in the village of Tardebigge...

We offer a wonderfully warm welcome as well as;
Breakfast, Lunch, afternoon Tea &
- 100% homemade cakes!
' uOur fabulous coffee is hand crafted to your liking, served
to your table by one of our friendly team!

g A Barngard glfts & Pontrg is next to us offering a wide range of e "

If you happen to be over 65 then Tuesdays are
our 10% off VIP days

Special offers...

N

4
1 ) I
: Special offer 1 1 : Special offer 2 1
| FullEnglish breakfast | | Afternoonteafor2 I
I £10 1 £30 :
I\ Lsuibuta s tib0) 1 I‘ (usual price £39.50) I
N e i i i 7’ o S I A S P 7
LY A - _:o/ _______ =
’ ~ \I ’ N \I
1 1 i
I Special offer 3 I Spectal offisr 4 !
| . 1 Bacon sandwich & 1
Cappuccino & cake | | . I
' For £6.00 N hot drink I
I\ ’ 1y £7:50 1
e e e e e e e e 7 TS e e e e e e 7
Opening Times:

Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday to Saturday: 8am - 4pm
Sunday (breakfast only) 9am - 2pm

Find us on Facebook & Insta @dalishbakes
the Barns Village, Hewell Lane, Tardebigge
01527 336998 - booking is advisable

he Barns |,

Rural Retail & Business Village

U Artisan S22 Art Gallery &

> Café Gifts

Come and visit all of

our local businesses
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TV face brings the
sound of success

WATERLOO Road star Liam
Scholes burst into song to offi-
cially launch the new sound sys-
tem at Woodrow First School
- and wowed pupils, parents and
staff in the process.

The actor and musician, who plays
Noel McManus in the hit BBC series,
had been invited to perform at the
Longdon Close school’s fabulous
new performance arts centre.

And he immediately proved a mas-
sive hit sending the children literally
jumping for joy.

Not only that but he’s promised
to come back and play again - once
he’s had a sell-out gig at Wembley
Stadium.

“I'want to play on the biggest stage
there is, I want to play Wembley -
and also right back here, because
this school has a mega stage right
here too. It’s a mega facility.”

As bad boy Noel on Waterloo
Road, music plays a huge part in his
TV role, and he revealed it was the
same in real life.

“It’s my passion, my dream,” said
the Mancunian. “I'll just sit down
and write a song on the guitar, it’s
something I'm well happy about. It’s
like therapy for me.

“The song we sung, Fortune Teller,
had all the children jumping up and
down and it was bringing a load of
Jjoy to them.

“It’s the only thing I want to do,
bring happiness.

“And with the guys I've got around

Simon,Liam and Andy meet the pupils at Woodrow Primary
School. Picture by Marcus Mingins 0826006 MMR7

me and Waterloo Road still going
on, there’s no reason why I shouldn’t
smash it.”

Liam, who started in theatre
aged 11, has appeared in shows as
diverse as Coronation Street and
Peaky Blinders before four years
ago landing the role of Noel in
Waterloo Road.

He was joined on the stage
y top guitarist Andy Bennett of
Ocean Colour Scene fame, as well

as the school’s very own Miss
Sophie Davies who sang the Amy
‘Winehouse version of ‘Valerie’.

‘Woodrow First School headteach-
er Richard Kieran said: “It’s won-
derful that Woodrow children, staff
and the local community get the
opportunity to share the music of
this rising star.

“The children absolutely loved it
and we wish Liam every success for
the future.”

Bromsgrove MP Bradley Thomas will once again be hosting his

pensioners fair. s

MP’s fair promise

BROMSGROVE MP Bradley Thomas
has promised this year’s pensioners
fair will be bigger and better than
ever.

More than 40 exhibitors will now
be on hand to provide retirees with
free information at the event, which
will take place between 10am and
2pm on March 26 at the Ryland
Centre.

Wiltshire Farm Foods, Artrix,
Hereford and Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service, the Worcester to
Birmingham and Droitwich Canal
Society, Carers and Communities,
Bromsgrove Library and Hanbury
Health Hub are among the exhibi-
tors set to take part.

Other exhibitors at the fair include
Specsavers, Heart of Worcestershire

College, Wenman Healthcare, The
Gables Care Home, Bromsgrove
u3a, Act On Energy, West Mercia
Police, Kingfisher Probus Club and
Redditch and Bromsgrove Talking
Newspaper.

Those attending will also be able
to enjoy free tea and coffee as the
fair’s pop-up cafe will be returning.

Mr Thomas said: “My Pensioners’
Fair is back - bigger and better
than before - ensuring retirees in
Bromsgrove can access vital help
and support, especially at a time
when the cost of living is continu-
ing to bite.

“There will be more than 40
exhibitors on hand to provide free
mfonnatlon and to showcase their
services.”

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Sat: 8.30am-5.00pm
¥Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

o ROWBERRYS

N \ The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

W %m @ %“‘W Lower Chaddesley Corbett,

Kidderminster DY10 4QN
ENGLISH GROWN Everything you need for eGS0 1200
Camelia's, Rhododendron's MOTHERS DAY

Rowberry’s Farm Butchery
under one roof!

open 7 days a week
Quality local & home produced meat.
Cut Flowers, Pot Plants,
Giftware and Luxury Chocolates |

= . o
Get all your fresh frmt veg &
grocery essentials in our

Home-Grown Roses

over 300 varieties to choose
from. Prices start from

£11.99

Not sure what to buy?
Our GIFT VOUCHERS are ideal
as they can be spent in all areas
of our business.
e Yo
E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬂFind us on Facebook
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SPECIALISTS IN ALL
ASPECTS OF ROOFING

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing - Fascia, Soffits & Guttering
Cladaing - Moss Remaval - Chimney | Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local company you
can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Ra South, Reanal, Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgeclaadingandroofingitd.co.uk
sales@longbriagecladdinganaroofinglta.co.uk

Longhridge
(ladding & Roofing Lid
Alocal team you can trust

Tom pre-
senting
Mark with
his award.
s
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The toast of the town

REDDITCH’S longest-serving publican has
been awarded a prestigious Dedicated Service
Award.

It was given to Mark Callaghan of The Gate
Hangs Well by area manager, Tom Maddison,
in recognition of the contribution he has made
to the community during his 25 years behind
the bar.

The Gate Hangs Well is Mark’s first and only
pub. Born and bred in Redditch, prior to tak-
ing on The Gate Hangs Well, he used to work
in IT for Xerox.

For five years he also had a part-time job at
the pub. So, when the lease became available,
taking it on seemed the right thing to do at the
right time.

Mark said: “T was sitting with my wife having
a drink with the previous landlords when they
mentioned that they would be putting it on the
market.

“My wife turned to me and made an off the
cuff remark. She said, if you were made redun-
dant you could buy it.

“Spookily, the following week I was made
redundant and so I did just that.

“I haven’t regretted my decision. I love my
work and seeing the community evolve - being

a part of Redditch residents’ lives - witnessing
customers socialise with one another, get mar-
ried, have children and then seeing their own
children come in and buy their first drink.

“Of course, there are the sadder occasions
too when customers pass away. The constant
however is the pub.”

Mark has employed around 20 people in the
years he has been running the pub, mcludmg
the children of customers. Today it's a one-
man band with the help of his wife.

Mark was given the nickname Harry by regu-
lars, named after Harry Callaghan - the lead
character in Clint Eastwood’s Dirty Harry. As
a result, the pub’s food offer is called Harry’s
Kitchen.

The pub hosts the longest running quiz in
town every Sunday from 9pm with no restric-
tions on team sizes. It also has a dart board and
darts and domino teams.

Mark’s wife Karen helps out part-time in the
pub and sells her own hand-made cards, gifts
and jam in a corner of the bar.

Mark said: “I feel so lucky to run The Gate
Hangs Well, which is a real hub of the com-
munity. The best bit for me is my customers,
many of whom have become friends.”

I Lunchtime Specials and

'«* Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - 5pm

Mld Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Spring at Avoncroft Museum A, oncroft ™=,

. S .
el B0 March & April 2026 Museumn

2

(1)
to include a Cream Tea & admission to *Kids Go Free *
o>y Avoncroft Museum Golden Egg Hunt & Easter Trail

o 14 & 15 March 28 & 29 March 1to6 8to12 April %%‘2
[=0):

discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 4]JR

Living History Festival ~ Avoncroft =
Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 April 2026 Ve

It's Time....to Time Travel!

Experience the best in Living History from the Bronze Age to the Cold War
*Market Stalls *Hands on Activities *Living History Displays *Food & Drink

Book your early bird discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk

¢ Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worceslershire, B60 4JR
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Campaign to bring even
more women for screemng

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THERE has been an increase in
the number of women across the
West Midlands eligible for regu-
lar breast screening who are tak-
ing up appointments, the latest
figures show.

Mammograms are offered every three
years to women between the ages of 50
and 71 and there were 689,664 women
in the region eligible in the three years
to April 2025.

During that time, 489,210 of those
eligible took up the appointments, raising
the figure to 70.9 per cent.

In 2024, 69.2 per cent of eligible
women went for their breast screening
appointment and in 2023 the figure was
65.7 per cent.

In the Midlands, in the 12 months to
the end of March last year, more than
3,500 cancers (3,552) were detected —
8.8 cases per 1,000 women screened —
for an increase from 2,985 from the data
to March 2024.

That means hundreds more Midlands
women were able to access treatment
earlier, when there are more options
available and treatment is more likely to
be effective.

Despite the progress, however, the lat-
est statistics from the NHS breast screen-
ing programme showed almost three in
10 women did not take up screenings.

Take-up rates vary in different parts of
the West Midlands.

The lowest take-up was in Birmingham,
where 109,767 women were eligible and
66,662 took up their appointment. That
equated to 60.7 per cent, up from the
previous year, when 58.9 per cent in the
Second City attended appointments.

Coventry had the region’s second low-
est take-up, with 63.7 per cent — 21,862
of 34,297 eligible women. That was up
from 62.6 per cent a year earlier.

In Solihull, 72.6 per cent of women
aged 53 to 71 (19,035 out of 26,227)
went for breast screening in the last 12
month for which figures are available.
Warwickshire had a similar figure (72.4
per cent, with 52,441 out of 73,857 eli-
gible women).

Highest

The highest take-up figure in the West
Midlands went to Worcestershire women,
with 79.6 per cent (almost four in five)
attending their breast screening appoint-
ment — 61,757 out of 77,616.

Despite percentage rises in all West
Midlands areas apart from Walsall, local
screening services are working with NHS
England in a bid to improve uptake.

The campaign includes targeted out-
reach in lower-attending areas, reminder
texts and expanded use of mobile screen-
ing units to bring services nearer home.

The NHS also launched its first national
breast screening campaign in February
last year, to help even more women to
come forward.

The drive is backed by charities includ-
ing Breast Cancer Now, and has fea-
tured public figures including Victoria

Derbyshire, Julia Bradbury and Shirley
Ballas, who all shared personal messages
to encourage women to attend.

During the campaign, the NHS saw a
huge increase in people accessing infor-
mation online, with tens of thousands
of women visiting NHS breast screening
pages in a single week, and clicks to the
screening service-finder rising sharply.

Stephanie Beaumont, head of public
health commissioning and operations at
screening for the West Midlands, said:
“Breast screening saves lives.

“It is encouraging to see more women
attending but we know there is still more
to do to encourage those who do not.

“We are working on making it as con-
venient as possible for women to access
the service by using mobile units, which
can be located in supermarket car parks
and community centres as well as hospi-
tal-based sites.

“If you receive an invitation, please
don’t ignore it — it is an appointment that
could save your life.”

‘Women aged 50 and up to the age of
71 are invited for breast screening every
three years, with appointments provided
locally through clinics and mobile units.

NHS England said breast screening
does carry some risk.

Some women who have screening will
be diagnosed and treated for slow-grow-
ing breast cancers that may never oth-
erwise have been found or have caused
them harm, the health service said.

Mammograms also do not always find a
cancer that is there but most people feel
the benefits of breast screening outweigh
the possible drawbacks.
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ASTWOOD BANK OPERATIC SOCIETY PRESENTS

YEOMEN
& GUARD

BY GILBERT AND SULLIVAN

12TH - 14TH MARCH 2026

THE NORBURY THEATRE - DROITWICH

WWW.ABOPERATIC.CO.UK

D\

4 New roofs
4 Re-roofs

4 Tiles/slates
replaced

UPVC ROOFLINE
PRODUCTS

4 Fascias

4 Cladding

4 Soffits

4 Guttering

4 Down pipes

4 Roof repairs Mmentigpjp
this am,,,,f

Free Quolations

ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com *+ www.avon-roofing.co.uk

4 Flat roof solutions
4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt
4 Re-pointing

4 Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

DRY RIDGES

EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

Commarcial roofl projects undentakon

Al Work, Guanuiloed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google
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The Woodlands Suite NHS

The Royal

Private Care at The Royal . :
Orthopaedic Hospital OrthoP@i‘!;ﬁnljazzfgil

Expert surgeons.
Advanced rohotic assistance.

Let’s talk about options to support you at
The Woodlands Suite, Birmingham.

Getting you back to the life you love.

Scan the QR code

Mr Faisal Hussain
Consultant Surgeon

Inspected and rated @ 0121 812 3900

rohprivatecare.co.uk

Q CareQuality
Commission € private.suite@nhs.net
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top award

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

WEST Midlands Railway
(WMR) has been named Train
Operator of the Year at the
2026 Rail Business Awards.

The accolade follows a milestone
period for WMR and sister-brand
London Northwestern Railway
(LNR), as a S$lbillion investment
into new trains and infrastructure
came to fruition.

The two brands have introduced
three new fleets in recent years,
increasing capacity on services by
40 per cent and improving journeys
for more than a million passengers
every week.

A key part of the programme
included WMR's introduction of
the Class 730/0 electric trains, to
popular routes such as the Cross
City Line — the busiest commuter
route outside London, which runs
from Redditch and Bromsgrove to
Lichfield, via Birmingham.

The spacious electric trains fea-
ture ‘intelligent’ air conditioning,
improved accessibility and power
points at every seat. Since their
introduction, figures show customer
satisfaction has risen 19 per cent.

Investment was also made into
the company’s train depots.

Facilities in Birmingham, Cov-
entry, Worcester and Shrewsbury
have been modernised, including
a §70million refit of Birmingham’s
Tyseley depot.

-

| @l

The enhancements, unveiled
by West Midlands Mayor Richard
Parker, provided increased capac-
ity and future-proofed equipment to
support the new fleets.

Jan McConnell, managing direc-
tor at WMR, said: “We are extreme-
ly proud to win Train Operator of
the Year.

“This award is testament to the
hard work of colleagues across our
business, who have successfully
introduced three new train fleets
and future-proofed our train depots
while continuing to keep passen-
gers moving every day.

“It's been a tremendous team
effort so it’s fantastic to be recog-
nised for our achievements over the
past year.

“We are committed to keeping up

4
this high standard and continuing
to improve so we can deliver the
best possible service for our cus-
tomers and communities.”

The investment programme has
driven passenger growth.

A recent report from the Office
of Rail Road showed a massive,
12 per cent year-on-year increase
in the number of people using the
sister operators’ services in the
first quarter of the 2025/26 fiscal
year, equating to more than 2mil-
lion extra journeys. WMR and LNR
carried 67.7 million passengers in
2024/25 and that figure is forecast
to rise to more than 80 million jour-
neys in 2025/26.

The Rail Business Awards is
held in Manchester and run by the
Railway Gazelte.
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West Midlands Railway has
been named Train Operator
of the Year. s

B On February 1, West Midlands
Trains became the fourth operator
to enter public ownership under the
government’s Passenger Railway
Services (Public Ownership) Act,
joining Greater Anglia, C2C and
South Western Railway.

It is part of the government’s
Great British Railways plan to
improve services for commuters
and leisure passengers.

The government wants to bring
the whole railway together under
one brand with one mission: to
deliver for passengers. The brand
aims to create a more unified rail-
way, putting customers first, mak-
ing the experience better for pas-
sengers, improving reliability and
having simpler rail fares and ticket-
ing.

!

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE

warranty/ A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1 BrllllkSIlIl! Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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As well as our Readers in print, in January 2026, that
134,387 Unique ViSitors ViSited The Bromsgrove standard online (*Source Google Analytics January 2026)

and 46,499 Unique Visitors visited The Droitwich Standard online (soure Google Analytics January 2026)

The Bromsgrove & Droitwich Standards are your local
'Bromsgrove & Droitwich' weekly newspapers in print and
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk and www.droitwichstandard.co.uk are your local
247 newspapers online

The Bromsgrove and The Droitwich Standards cover Bromsgrove, Droitwich, Barnt Green, Rubery, Rednal, Longbridge,
Frankley, Northfield and surrounding areas; and is ideally placed to deliver your local news and...if you are a local
business, ideal to deliver your local advertising message about the great sales and services you offer locally
FREE to pick up every Friday from a major Supermarket near you, and also on available FREE online 247
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk and www.droitwichstandard.co.uk where you can catch up on the local
news as it breaks 247, or, check out the current and the previous e-editions of the local weekly round-up of local news

If you have 'News to Tell' then call Tristan Harris (Editor) on 01 527 588657

or email: tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

or if you have a local business and have 'A Service or Something to Sell'

Call Caroline Birkenhead (Sales Account Manager) on 01 527 588625

or email: caroline@bullivantmedia.com

We look forward to taking your call and/or receiving your email.
And if you are one of our regular readers in print and or online - we look forward to continue to provide your
local news service - free 247, as well as promoting trusted local business services available across Bromsgrove,
Droitwich, Barnt Green, Rubery, Rednal, Longbridge, Frankley, Northfield and the surrounding areas.
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Caring People, Caring Places:

The heartbeat of our communlt

In every corner of our towns and
villages, there’s a quiet network of
people and places who make care

their calling.

From the vet who checks on your family dog
like it’s their own, to the funeral director

who offers gentle guidance during life’s most
difficult goodbyes, these unsung heroes are
woven into the very fabric of our daily lives.
This isn’t just about care for the elderly —
though they are, of course, a cherished part
of this picture — but about the many ways
compassion shapes our communities, across all
ages and walks of life.

At its heart, Caring People, Caring Places is a
celebration of humanity. It’s about those who
dedicate themselves to the wellbeing of others
— people who don’t just do a job, but perform
a service rooted in empathy, patience, and

dignity.

Take, for instance, the local solicitor who offers
free advice sessions on will writing, ensuring
peace of mind for families at any stage of life.
It’s not just about legalese and paperwork — it’s
about offering reassurance, answering difficult
questions, and helping people plan with clarity
and care.

Veterinary clinics also tell a powerful story of
compassion. Ask any pet owner and they’ll say
the vet is a lifeline during tough times — when
the dog has eaten something it shouldn’t,
when the cat needs emergency surgery, or
simply when a furry friend is nearing the end
of their life. These clinics often extend their
care beyond animals, understanding how
closely our emotional health is tied to our pets.
Many offer grief support and work closely with
rehoming charities to give abandoned animals
a second chance at love.

Reviews # # * # #

5 REASONS TO REVIEW YOUR WILL

‘ Are you up to date with legislation?
@ Have you built in “What if” clauses?
@ Where is the original Will?

. Who are your Executors, family,
or someone else?

@ Are your wishes up to date?

Available

Visits

o 11 Kidderminster Road, UK Legal
The WIIl Partners Bromsgrove, B61 7JJ ) Mw s | Awards 2026
www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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CARMGOARIMG |

dedicate their careers to making sure that
vulnerable young people find not just shelter,
but a sense of belonging.

And while we’re on the subject of homes,

care homes and supported living facilities
continue to provide more than just a roof

and regular meals. Many of these places are
hubs of life and activity, staffed by people
who understand that dignity, independence,
and companionship are vital at any age.
Increasingly, intergenerational projects and
pet therapy schemes are breathing new life
into care spaces, offering residents laughter,
stimulation, and purpose.

But care doesn’t stop at the front door.
Funeral directors — some of the most

quietly compassionate professionals in our
communities — play a deeply important role in
helping families navigate loss with grace and
respect. Alongside them, stonemasons craft
lasting tributes that honour lives lived, with
each inscription carved in memory and love.
These trades might not often make headlines,
but their impact is profound and lasting.

And let’s not forget the smaller, sometimes
overlooked services that make a world of
difference. The kennels and catteries that
provide safe havens for pets when families are
away; the hearing aid specialists who reconnect
people to the sounds — and conversations

— they’ve been missing; or the volunteers

who give their time to animal shelters and
community centres, ensuring no one is
forgotten.

These people and places aren’t glamorous, and
they rarely seek the spotlight. Yet they form a
backbone of care and community that deserves

Speaking of second chances, fostering and
adoption services are a profound example of
care in action. Across our region, there are
families opening their doors — and their hearts
— to children who need stability, support, and
love. Social workers, carers, and support staff

recognition. Their work is local, personal, and
essential. They remind us that “care” isn’t a
service — it’s a value. One that’s practiced every
day in countless acts of kindness, patience, and
professionalism.

It might be easy to picture care as something
reserved for our oldest citizens — and yes, their
needs are crucial — but Caring People, Caring
Places shines a light on the broader picture.
From children finding safe new homes, to pets
being lovingly rehomed, to families finding
comfort and support through life’s major
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transitions, this is a celebration of care in all
its forms.

So next time you pass the hearing clinic, walk
past the vet’s office, or drive by the local foster
services banner, pause for a moment. Think of
the people inside — doing quiet, tireless work
to make someone else’s life a little easier,

a little warmer, a little more human. Let’s
support these people, these businesses and
these organisations.

Because caring isn’t just something we do. It’s
who we are.

«Arden Foot Health

Enriching the
lives of the

(mobile)

Problem feet?
Need help trimming nails?

Feet need a treat? Set in the heart of

Droitwich Spa with

older generation

-don’t be defected!

T

; . . o,
Caring, professional service **09 ¥ Corns
in the comfort of your own # malis =
home v’ Cracked skin
: v Fungal nail
Jenny Bates 8 infections
BSc, DipCFHP, MPS Prac. .. v" Athlete’s Foot
Fully qualified Foot Health “ ¥ Dry sensitive
Practitioner, DBS certificate, P \S/k'"
- errucae
insured. v’ Diabetic feet
Call/text/WhatsApp: ¥’ Ingrown
Toenails
07999426763 v" Fingernails
Email: ardenfoothealth@outlook.com v Foot Massage
www.ardenfoothealth.co.uk | | ¥ Paddings,
dressings
ﬂ Follow me 'Arden Foot Health' \/ Orthotics )

beautiful landscaped
gardens and traditional

homely interiors,

residents enjoy enticing
mealtimes and an inspiring
programme of activities.

Discover how we can support what matters to you. Contact us:

WWW.DORSETHOUSE.CARE
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY
4 1|6 3

1|3 2|9 7

2 8 4
1 4 8
6 412 3
9 4 g
3 2 7
714|2 51 6

HARD

ACROSS DOWN

6. Fervent (7) 1. Eerie (5)

. Cunning (3)
. Spell (4)

7. Fire-raising (5) 2
3
4. Candour (9)
5
8

9. Attempt (3)

10. Meet (9) . Eternally (7)

12. Disordered (11) . Grief (6)
15. Novel by Dickens (6,5)  11. Afur (6,3)
13. Downright (6)

14. Uproar (7)

17. Spruceness (9)

19. Anger (3)

16. Ruse (5)
21. Don 3,2) 18. Appear (4)
22. Meditate (7) 20. Beer (3)

oo o0

4 8 5|6
6 1

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

One-hit wonders

[PIERMENLOBI JOEDO
ANSYRIZPBESCISL
RTINKAMIULETHUC
BSEETRALTETAEME
AZILLTNEPERTKUM
ULHCRHDPICERERA
HANNAEEIPLITHSA
RMEFINYDJEVNTIN
IRRNKNEYTDUNAAL
CLAPORTPOZYMWDT
KYCIANYICIMRARH
AVCEIALLAORAYAE
LANBRNDUPTUWAAN
EOASAHMHEKBENND
LNKLECICTSALAOD

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

925 gives a female animal;
1344 gives a male animal;
157658  gives a rodent.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ROAD
Wander
Space
Rummage
Carbon dust
Filmed
SHOW

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

How you rate
15 words: average 35 words: very good
25 words: good 40 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

i @ #3
Al -
i ol

nll E d
HdEE § HaEa
i 3 &
HdEE § dads
i ddEE u |
HddE &

nl

2

N<XXS<C-HUVIOTVZZErX-——IOTmMOUNFE>

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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ACROSS

1. Animal described in Job, Chapter 40 (8)
7. Ornamental clasp, worn on a dress, etc. (6)
8&17.  Inshort, it's beneath one’s dignity (5,3)
9. One of a race of female warriors in legend (6)
10. A plant of the genus Narcissus (8)
13. A golden-sand-coloured horse with a white
mane and tail (8)
15.  One of the dominant people of Nepal (6)
18.  Improvises words in acting (2-4)

20.  Small planet revolving round the sun (8) fpry ‘|eardouy AjeadA ‘ozig 4 Auwry Aemagny ‘dnypiay seq

‘ew|y Sz fSBBU)I £

‘oweukq 17 ‘s1ssy 07 ‘pioT e3s 61 61 £1 “Kupase 9| ‘eziq v e 71 asig |1
‘oJulys 9 ‘zeog § ‘puowiwiniq ¢ ‘diuiny ¢ ‘obuepy z ‘6opjing | :NMOQ ‘peaysbo 8z
‘ojewo] /7 ‘sawer 9 ‘Apueys p ‘eueyywik9 7z ‘piosaisy 07 ‘sqil-py 81 ‘eyno G|
‘oujwiojeq €1 ‘[Ipojyeq 01 ‘uozewy 6 ‘elju] § ‘4pooig / Yowdyag | 'SSONDY

piomssoi) abpajmouy [eiauan

3|y 07 “W33S 8| UL 9| nowWe|) {7 :JURLIY € X0} IBA|IS | | :MOLIOS § 1133104 G
!ssouyuel p ‘win) € A|S Z ‘pAIBM | :umoQ 18RY ZZ ‘U0 Ind | ‘3] 6 ‘SSPuMBWS / |
sim] Jan|o G| ‘pabuewiesiq z| “1a3unodug (| ‘Al 6 ‘U0SIY / !Snojeaz 9 :ssony

piomsso.t)

‘[3ON >eS ‘[SBYIN pue uelig ‘3uejep QYvA3INOd

g ; ; ; ; IBUIN
; BUUOQ PUB BAY|Y ‘PIEA BHUY ‘SIEWNY 3y ‘uung aAl|) ‘aieay| .
22. Ahorse and pony meeting, for races, SIS '20]0q 30f ‘saigqnifeL tadiq paid rq auury useq ‘Uuewyn]
competitions, etc. (8) zeg ‘salypay ayL ‘[lpuey eua ‘idojziN ‘Bwkly ur siaupeq ALINVINID

24.  Alcoholic drink of beer, and ginger beer or
lemonade (6)
26. - the Great; one of the Twelve Apostles and

=92 7757 17T
T=E0°A=TT 'N=17D=07 'X=61 d=81 1=L1

Japuyyed  [32ympIopm

'8=91 '0=51 '9=v1 A=€1 ‘M=l 'N=11 '0=01 Moys Joys
son of Zebedee (5) '3=6 'H=8 'V=L '0=9 1=6 'S=F 'W=¢€ I=C "4=1 100§ 100y ‘W00Y ‘We0Y ‘peoy
27 Fruit sometimes known as a “love apple” (6) piomapo) 19ppe]

28. Measure of capacity equal to 52.5 imperial

gallons of wine, or 54 gallons of beer (8) v|1|8]619|L]€|C|S 6/S|H[2]c ¥ [€]8]9
9|6[2|8|€|C|6|}|P 9|8|€|L|S|6]ec|V|L
DOWN 6lzle|i][s|r]o]s]z Llv|z|elale|s]t]e
1 & 4. The hero of stories by Sapper (H.C. 11&19.  Professional chief of the Royal 20. Property of an insolvent person, ¢|8|6]9|L|}F]|S V€ ¢|+|6]€/8|9)¥ LIS
McNeile) (7.8) Navy (5,3,4) considered as chargeable for all debts, Liv|1L|[€]6]|S[c|9|8 S| €/ L|c|v|}L]|6]|9]|8
2 ;'iiﬂ‘eysf(fg)“ea'e“ ripe or used for 12 An old convict (3) etc.(6) A A slelol|rizls|zsl6]L glolv|elsls|i]e]e
3. Biennial plant cultivated for its edible, 12 (T)rr:t::‘]ithtieo?]afl:e:r:colsleand:e(zti " 2. Au:agrlrzz)forgeneratmg electric 8|6|C|L|L|€|V|S|9 L|6]|9|v|€[L]|8|G|C
white or yellow-fleshed root (6) ’ TS NI generero currens ; €19|v|S|8|6]}|L|C ¥|2|8]|G|6|2|9|€|!}
4. See1Down to another of genetic factors that 23. Joints between the thighs and
5. An Israelite of rank, and second determine resemblances (8) shinbones (5) b[2/S1civ|9]8|€]6 €lciS19/ 1/8[26]¥
husband of Ruth (4) 17. See 8 Across 25. River in the Crimea, scene of an early pley Aseg
6. Ancient religion of Japan (6) 19. See 11 Down battle of the Crimean War (4) nyjopng
lusive, E Editi f|Se
usive, kvergreen Editions o 4dS01S
Y
: . i The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
Following on from the fantastic response to will celebrate everything
our debut "Winter' edition of Seasons, uplifting, inspiring and
we're delighted to announce that Seasons qm“ltlessﬁﬂhally local acfross
' s g . the three counties o
Spring' edition is about to be sprung. Wntsvidkeliies, Wercestesliie
\ As the days grow longer and our towns, and the West Midlands.
villages and the countryside emerge from The beautifully glossy AS
the long dark days of winter, we are all TGt ic L s Hien b
T L freely available in print, from a
enjoying the arrival ol the Spring’ o ¥ major supermarket near you -
and, the 'Spring' edition of
Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply Seasons-willalso be available 3
browse on line 247 on line and will be
showcased across all of our
local Observer and Standard
Newspapers, websites and
social media platforms for the

next 12 months.

So you'll be able to enjoy the
exclusive, evergreen, editions
of Seasons by logging on to
Wwww.seasons-magazine.com

meaas re Das hca e M\ll“ in o »
h|f\
p secu faces e rage driy An © use\m\\ for aw! nncll\(
‘of istorit \\heﬂd“‘g ™ rathor Co
el

ol\al)se § mard more tre

where you can browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247

' } and soon, you'll be able to
If you'd like your busmess to be featured in the next edition of Seasons or lf you 'd like more detalls - enjoy th:"S);)ring' editionlof
just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Paul, Gareth or Sharon. S -

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team

L

>
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

vvw-a/ - =

| Treats

|

fff —
| (PR MERTY DEALS:]
| Small Sausages |idares Smmngen

| 20 for £5 | 10 for £5
T ety bt ey T m

at
Just for
Pets!

Just fOI’ Pets Bromsg rove 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets Droitwich Saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets Kidderminster, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Motoring

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371
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olestar launch new

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.
com

THIS YEAR Polestar
announced the largest model
offensive in its history, with
four new cars planned in the
next three years.

The brand is still relatively new,
only launching in 2017, and since
then has gone from strength to
strength, taking the electric car
market by storm.

Overthe next fouryears, Polestar’s
lineup will include Polestar 5 -
the four-door Grand Tourer (GT)
presented in 2025, with deliveries
expected from summer 2026.

Polestar 4, which is a new variant
of the brands current best-seller
based on same great technology,
targeting a wider customer base by
offering more versatility.

To be launched later this year,

with deliveries expected to start in
the fourth quarter of 2026.

Polestar 2, the next generation
of the sedan that built Polestar’s
brand, a completely new successor
with a planned launch early in 2027
and Polestar 7 - the compact, pre-
mium SUV, planned to be launched
in 2028.

I was invited to visit Mallory Park
racetrack to experience driving the
Polestar 3 and 4, hosted by Paul
Rigby Group.

Traditional vehicles rely on fric-
tion brakes, which convert the
kinetic energy of the car into heat,
wasting all that potential power.
Regenerative braking, on the other
hand, captures this kinetic energy
and converts it back into electrical
energy, which is then stored in the
vehicle’s battery.

‘What all this means is, as soon as
you take your foot off the accelera-
tor to start braking, the car immedi-
ately slows down. Which is mostly
terrifying, especially when you're

driving around a track. It would
take some getting used to, but you
are able to change the sensitivity of
it, and after a while it would become
a normal part of driving.

Both the 3 and 4 drive beautifully,
both are comfortable cars with a
fair amount of room. The 3 is your
more traditional family SUV while
the 4 is more of a coupe with better
performance.

The Polestar 4 is also the first
passenger car in the UK to remove
the rear windscreen in favour of
a digital rear-view mirror. It does
provide a much broader view to the
rear of the car, but was off-putting
to begin with. Again something I
think you would get used to after
a while.

Both models are really nice plac-
es to be, they're high-tech without
being too difficult to understand,
and have a certain element of lux-
ury you would expect from other
traditional SUV’s like a Range Rover
Evoque or BMW X5.

fleet

The 3 has a range of 348 to 438
miles depending on the powertrain
and configuration, with the 4 going
310 to 340 miles between charges.

Overall for my first experience of
electric cars I would say it was posi-
tive. You still retain the traditional
sensation of driving, and for petrol
heads I do think you would be able
to bond with the car as you would
any high-performance vehicle.

Would I have

one? No. Until
the infrastruc-
ture is there to be
able to fill your
car with electric-
ity as quickly as
you can fill it
with fuel it sim-
ply isn’t practi-
cal, and although
they are excit-
ing cars, I don’t
think they excite
me as much as
my Range Rover.

JAPANESE
H
WANTED

* HONDA - TOYOTA - SUZUKI
» SUBARU - MAZDA
1999 - 2014 MODELS

PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07581366064
HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately

Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com
- ¥a -_— 3

. =
IN MEMORIAM FUNERAL
E— DIRECTORS
—

TILLIRIDES ‘l Huntleys Funeral Services

Sandra Mary

10th March 2025

' Over 140 years of service to families in Redditch

Basic funeral £2,450* (excl. third party fees).
A funeral service for your loved one that’s at an affordable
price, but without any compromise on the care we provide.

01527 906 553
58 Ipsley Street, Smallwood B98 7TAE

Call us 24 hours a day for support, help and advice,
or to find out more about our prepaid funeral plans.

In memory of a loving mother and
wife to late husband Constantine
who passed away one year ago

\

There will never be
a day when I don’t
think and speak
of you.

* Limited choice of date and time for service and commital,
excluding cremation fees. Terms and conditions apply
- please ask us for details.

Sadly missed
Loved and remembered

always
Anthony www.huntleysfunerals.co.uk

e

L

Special Family

Announcements

Ll

\

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can callus on 01527 588688

or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your
telephone contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost

reception@bullivantmedia.com

Prices start from just

(inc Vat)

If you have a message for a
loved one, give our team a call

01527 588688
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tormorrow.

Anonymous
MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
SERVICES —
[

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

STNS%

THE NURSERY SHOP

ﬂowe‘rs@nukrseryshopreddifch.co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tehp] 527 550 700

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family™=
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY A e
01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

L5t TS

‘co.u
n@thomasbrothers.co.uk
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™ E ' Learn from
yesterday,
¥ d’-- u - T live for today,
| “ :f;‘ % p hope for tomorrow.
¥ I “ .“ P f b - | Anonymous

Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@
AT . W | -_—

FUNERAL UNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
E—— |

MORTONS (

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

R.L.Rea

“Where saying lI'uncral Directors Ltd.
goodbye means
everything” = » "A 1 : ., - . x
y g S = || ° A Family Firm Established in 1967
Whatever style of funeral you're looking - ] \ T =i . = ° Y r L I I d nd t C m I t
for, whether direct cremation, traditional, » 2\ . e - ou oca U n epe en o p ete
contemporary, or somewhere in ‘ v Funeral Directors and Memorial
between, you can put your trust in us. = | r Al M
. asons
sl ol Coe ML RN @y » Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
0121459 911 Professional Service 24 hours a day,
Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery Professionally qualified ) . 365 days a year
independent funeral directors S E A
Pot e Edoiwasion Wk b * Private Chapel of Rest

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

your loved ones Ecl:zilsllé)sléja‘gglyn()t send gzll’lrlaoulllﬂ 01527 588688
Lt i - ;‘ s
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NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

=

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED
With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

W | T Bulivantmadia
as 1A We can offer you
GREAT LOCAL COVERAGE

.fn{ PRINT/8!ONLINE

Contact
Caroline or Kelly

01527 588749

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH SPA
HIGH SCHOOL

)
u AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE
Examination Invigilators

£14.55 per hour (wef 1/4/26)

Hours variable, term time only

Apply Early as this vacancy is a rolling vacancy, and applications
will be reviewed as they are received. Interviews and
appointments may take place prior to the closing date shown.

We are inviting applications to join our team of Examination
invigilators who will work flexibly on a casual basis according to
need.

Your role will be to help oversee our examinations. You will be
reliable, punctual, highly flexible, able to relate to learners and
comfortable in a high-pressure environment.

It's a part time role, but one that can make a real difference. The
main examination season starts in May and runs through to the
end of June, however, there may be requirements at other times
of the year as well.

For more information or to obtain an application form
please visit our website at
www.droitwichspahigh.worcs.sch.uk

Closing Date: 30 March 2026, 9am

Apply early as this vacancy is a rolling vacancy and applications
will be reviewed as they are received. Interviews and
appointments may take place prior to the closing date shown.

Droitwich Spa High School and Sixth Form Centre is committed to
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.”

Droitwich Spa High School and Sixth Form Centre, a charitable company limited by
guarantee registered in England & Wales, company number 07666185. Registered
office: Briar Mill, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 0AA.

FLAIR @ DISCIPLINE @« ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

BIOLOGY
TECHNICIAN

(37.5 hours per week term-time only plus two
weeks during school holiday periods)

To join our skilled team of Technicians, providing practical
support to the Biology Department.

Full details and application forms are available on the
school website
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications 18 March 2026

The School is itted to safeguarding and p ing the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

- ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE @« ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

FRENCH
ASSISTANT

Fixed term 01.09.26 to 31.05.27
20 hours per week, term time only

To support the work of the French Department to
develop pupils’ confident languages skills.

Full details and application forms are available on the
school website
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
Closing date for all applications 18 March 2026

The School is i to safeg ing and p ing the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

F
T0 HLL?

We can offer you....

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivantmedia
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Appointments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School
well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities
set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

SCHOOL PORTER

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK TO INCLUDE
WEEKENDS, EARLY MORNINGS AND
LATE EVENINGS)

We seek a personable and reliable individual to join our
Portering team supporting the day-to-day operations
across all Bromsgrove School campuses.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications 6 March 2026

The School is itted to safeguarding and p ing the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection

screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

We currently have an opportunity at
BROMSGROVE PRE- PREP SCHOOL for a

TEACHING ASSISTANT

To commence September 2026, we seek a qualified
Teaching Assistant (Level 3) to join our team here at
Bromsgrove Pre-Prep School

Monday to Friday 8.00 a.m.-.4.00 p.m. term time only.

Full details and application forms are available on the
school website
www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

Closing date for all applications
Friday 13 March 2026.
The School is itted to
children and young people.
Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening including
checks with past employers and the Disclosure Barring Service.

feguarding and p ing the welfare of

WINTERFOLD

PREE = [PNRE:-

PREPF » NURSERY

BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

We currently have an opportunity at
WINTERFOLD HOUSE SCHOOL for a

TEACHING ASSISTANT

(Fixed term through until June 2033)

To commence September 2026, we seek qualified Teaching
Assistants (Level 3) to join our team here at
Winterfold House School

Monday to Friday 7.45 a.m.-.6.15 p.m. term time only.

Full details and application forms are available on the
school website
www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

Closing date for all applications is
Friday 13 March 2026.

The School is itted to safeguarding and p.

ing the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers and the
Disclosure Barring Service.

FLAIR o DISCIPLINE « ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

We currently have the following vacancy within our
Payroll Department:

PAYROLL ASSISTANT

We seek a Payroll Assistant who is experienced and has
knowledge of Sage computerised payroll and time
attendance systems. The role is for 30 hours per week
and is a year round post.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications is
Friday 13 March 2026

The School is itted to safeguarding and p ing the welfare of children

and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening, including checks with past employers and DBS.

FLAIR o DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School
well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities
set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

HOUSEMOTHER

(Part-Time, Sunday)

We seek a personable, enthused individual to provide
support to the House parents in our Prep Boarding
House.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications 13 March 2026

The School is c itted to safeguarding and pi ing the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE « ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School
well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities
set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

GENERAL
MAINTENANCE
(CARPENTRY FOCUS)

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK
TO INCLUDE EARLY MORNINGS,
EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS)

We seek a professional, skilled and reliable individual to
join our busy Estates team.
Application forms are available on the School website:
www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
Closing date for all applications 18 March 2026

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

ositionto fill

We can offer you....

GREAT LOCAL

-

COVERAGE ¢ ®
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Check out our

E-Editions!

BROMSGROVE

The Will g ==
| i
- Hope |
- the by

HASSIVE CYEmA
£307 OFF

ADVERT ON PAGE 11,

X
e A bt P

Veter
new j

www.redditchstandard.co.uk/editions
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk/editions
www.droitwichstandard.co.uk/editions

The same paper yo
on your mobile, tablet and computer

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Zero Waste Recycling Limited of Unit |3, South
Moons Moat, Redditch, B98 OAR is applying for a|
Restricted Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence to
use 2 goods vehicles at the operating centre at|
Unit |3, South Moons Moat, Redditch, B98 0AR.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that|
their use or enjoyment of that land would be|
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their rea-
sons, within 21 days of this notice. Representors|
must at the same time send a copy of their repre-
sentations to the applicant at the address given at|
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making
Representations is available at
'www.gov.uk/object-hgv-operator-licence.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

TOTHALL LANE, DUNNINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
jct with Dunnington Lane to jct with School Rd.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to rebuild
hydrant chamber.

Order Commences: 23 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 25 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Tothall Lane, School Road,
Salford Road, Dunnington Road, Broom Lane and
vice versa.

Contractor: GTM South, Tel: 0845 504 0123.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 06 March 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,
CAS= Conservation Area Setting FP = Affects
Footpath, LB = Listed Building, MAJ = Major
Development.

26/00148/FUL

Site: 14 Plymouth Road, Barnt Green,
Worcestershire B45 8JA.

Proposal: Replacement Dwelling with new side
and front boundary treatment including gates.

25/01493/0UT ADVSTD FP MAJ
Site: Land East of Worcester Lane, Hagley.
Proposal: Outline planning application for
residential development comprising up to

36 dwellings together with public open space,
landscaping, car parking, means of access,
sustainable drainage and other associated works.

26/00052/LBC LB
Site: 8 Beoley Hall, Icknield Street, Beoley,
Worcestershire B98 9AL.
Proposal: Installing invisilite cables around
doorframes and installation of small white plastic
boxes above each apartment doorway to allow
residents to connect to full fiber broadband.
Application forms and plans may be
i online i
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
or in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

CAS

MISCELLANEOUS
—-—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

MAMAS &  Papas,
rocking horse on
wooden frame.
Very good clean
condition (collection
only) £50.00. Tel:
07934132759

ROLAND CartieR
leather shoes with
mesh inserts, peep

electric rise & :
recline £169 Manual toe, stiletto heel,
recline chair £60 | colour . pewter,
High seated chair | SiZ¢ 8. Still in box.
£40 Can deliver [ Worn once indoors.
07703 925662 Excellent condition.
————————— | Original cost
UNIQUE designer was  £65.00. Will
Light Oak dining | accept £20.00. Tele:
table i 07934132759
length and height | WILLOW Tree
Min  100cm-150cm. demdaco “thank
Cost £300 will sell you” pendant / small
for £90. Must be plaque by Susan
seen. 07828488382 Lordi. In original
LADIES bicycle, box. £4.00. Tel:
sturmy archer gears, | _07934132759
needs some tlc. ?15. | DURABLE travel
07828488382 suit /  garment

TWO white bedside
tables, with top
drawer. 23” (59cm)
high 14” (36cm
width 15" (38cm)
depth07828488382

WANTED Small
wardrobe, no wider
than 36" (90cm)
or deeper than 227
(56cm), preferable
with drawers or shelf
No preference to
colour and height.
07828488382

POWERBASE
reciprocating
saw230v with case
& manual + spare
blades vgc used £12

hone 07780900015

S§METHING
Advertise them in

Observer
‘Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or

alternatively email your free ad to; f

bag with shoulder
strap, multiple zip
closure pockets, two
hangers. £4.00. Tel:
07934132759

00 Gauge Hornby
Train Packs R2697
Class 101 3 car diesel
multiple unit in BR
Green, R2579 Class
101 3 car dmu in BR
Blue. Both packs
are DCC ready, in

excellent unused vlmaue or Ne *

g‘r’i“g‘?;‘;?"'bofe‘;" s Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie

wrapping.£65 each and rare finds. Cash paid

or both for £115. Tel | | Callor text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
% Or email: welston@live.com

£80 07719695685 Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

The Standard, Friday March 6, 2026

MISCELLANEOUS
—

HORNBY 00 gauge
diesel  locomotive
(Cat Ref R347) BR
Class 37 in green
livery with late crest.
Test run and very
little used complete
with original box and
instructions. £20. Tel
07415322794

AMICA Double Oven
Electric Cooker
good working order
£50 07873265083

HORNBY 00 gauge
steam  locomotive
+ tender (Cat Ref
R2880) BR Class
(F in BR Black
with late crest and
engine driven motor.
Excellent condition,
only test run
otherwise  unused,
complete with
original box. £50. Tel
07415322794

VANGO ANTEUS
600 Tent, complete
with footprint and
carpet. £40.00 ono.
Good condition. Tel
07930568732

WANTED
—

MISCELLANEOUS
I

MODERN sofa
range ERCOL
“COSENZA”  with
retro  style deep
button backed
cushions and
oak  show legs,

comprising armchair
(93cm  wide) and
small sofa (153cm)
in grey / blue weave
fabric. As new, in
excellent unmarked
condition (sale
reason-downsiz-
ing). £650 ono. Tel
0741532279

200 Tudor house bricks
£100, Karcher power
washer £20, new
Close coupled white
toilet with seat £30,
Wallpaper  steamer
£10, Plumbers pipe
bender 15-22mm £25
07754147501

GO WALK water
resistant dog
coat. New. Black.
Quilted outer. Fur
lined.  Adjustable.
Large. £29.99 From
Notcutts. £14. 0121
430 3880

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes

Raise some
) extra cash
' and make
someone else’s
day hy selling
your unwanted
items

If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its

FREE OF CHARGE

in lineage

(max 15 words)

But if you want your

dia.com

| Free Lineage (ltems upto value £500) | | Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)

advertisement to really
il Stand out or if your item

: [ 5 : i : is valued at over £500,
: D';t::s‘ ‘:\:Z“,; DF;r Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): . you can |)| ace details in
3 ) Bl a boxed advertisement
1 1 for just
1 1 .
1 Te: ] £5.75 (inc Vat)
| Details (Not for Publication): 1
1 Mo/Mrs/Ms Initial Surname 1 3 PIECE
1 Addres: 1
1 [ SUITE
: Postcode : brown leather,
p e Mobile 1 perfef:l
1 Emai: 1 condition
1 I enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £ 1 as new
1 or alternatively 1
: Please debit my card for £ Delta : £

C(et.ii\ Card Number : I can deliver

ba St 1 Telephone

| - § o

§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits) sue No. (if applicable) 1 10234 567890
T Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, :

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to
1

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

Qo s Sad si ol s T s e

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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www.directory247.co.uk

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—

‘(i\ My C lean Gutters

SATISFACTION
* X

Freephone: 0800 0463373
sz08  Birmingham: 0121 652 0374
ool Redditer: 01527 900 787
g Mosite: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk

mycleangutters777@icloud.com

CARPENTRY/
JOINERY
—

O
1.& \J.
AJB CARPENTRY

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
AND QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
Covering: kitchen fitting, roofs, doors,
stairs and much more to help with
your carpentry based home
improvements.
Call today for your free quote!

Call Ant on

07827 324754

AJB Carpentry

To advertise
call

01927
288688

| seavices L

DECORATING &
AINTING

DA SMITH |
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience

07841 683 635 - 01321 836221

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

C&M Decorators

Father and Son * Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

GARDENING
SERVICES

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Kitchens &
Bathrooms
FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION
QUALITY KITCHENS
& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED
WPI.UMBING,
'WORKTOP &;f DOOR'
REPLACEMENT
(Supply & fit, supply only or fit only)

LOCAL TRADESMAN
20YRS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL
07971 684 353

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional

Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

Email:

; ';\_ jamietaylor@jtstreeandgardens.com

GARDENING
SERVICES

JEFS

Garden Services

Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing,
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.

For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

LOCAL

Reep it local!

Give them

LANDSCAPING
—

SKIP HIRE
—

D.A TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work
CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816
-

GIIIH LOCAL EM’ERTAWL’

REMOVALS/
STORAGE
—

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

e

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
ion of unwanted
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

items

ROOFING
—

WEATHER SBGUARD
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
10% F too small
AI.I. ROO NG and insured
REPAI Written quotes
available
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
% Office: 01521962 972
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

Fully guaranteed
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
_@_ Mobile: 07467159012
ROOFING
—

A&S SKIPS
A Dlmlon ﬂw‘bﬁ%&ntl (Heddllfh) LTD

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:
L www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreat reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving + Fencing * Arifcial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325




LANDMARK

Y Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

' FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

’

e

Standard

(Q

LANDSCAPING
Fencing = Slabbing = Conifers
ledge Worl

CLEARANCE
Gardens » Rubbish » Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped « Turfing = Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

SPOR

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LA

7720407128006
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Former player to
take up role of club
president at Pears

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

C RI C K E T :
WORCESTERSHIRE CCC
have confirmed former player
Paul Pridgeon has accepted a
role to become the club’s
new president.

Pridgeon takes over from
Phillip Neale OBE for a two-year
term as Pears president.

The club will confirm Pridgeon
in the role at the club’s Annual
General Meeting (AGM) later
this month (Thursday, March
26), subject to the approval of
members.

Pridgeon’s association with
Worcestershire spans more
than half a century as a player,
vice-president and honorary life
member.

Pridgeon said: “It is a massive
honour to take the role as club
president.

“As a young boy from the
Black Country, until accepting
this role, over 50 years have
passed, but my feelings towards
the club haven’t changed at all.

“My first game watching
‘Worcestershire was at Dudley
as a 10-year-old, which was 62
years ago now.

“I came on the playing staff at

17, in 1972, and enjoyed play-
ing here for 18 years, where I
had some incredible moments
on the pitch.

“When I retired, I moved to
work at Shrewsbury School, to
try and continue passing on my
knowledge and helping the next
generation of players who held
potential to possibly play for
Worcestershire.

“I always wanted to help out
and give back in any way I
could, which then led me to join
the board in 2013 in an advi-
sory role, maintaining the link
between the schools and the
club, before I became vice-chair
until 2022.

“Phil’s contribution during his
tenure has made it a hard act to
follow.

“He threw himself right into
everything and added a vast
amount of experience and
knowledge from his position.

“I know Phil very well from my
playing days, he was my captain
for a long period of time, and
just as I did back then, I'll be
picking his brains over the com-
ing months.

“The club is in a very exciting
place, the best it’s been in for
some time I believe.

“Financially, commercially
and most importantly on the
field, the culture and people

around the whole organisation
make it what it is.

“There are plenty of reasons
to be excited and optimistic.

“Whether I am needed to sit
down with the senior figures
from the cricket side, or from
a business perspective, like
Ashley Giles, then I want to talk
to them and see where and how
I can make a difference.”

He joined the Pears as a play-
er at the age of 17-years-old fol-
lowing a successful trial period.

And he went on to enjoy a
stellar playing career at New
Road, winning three County
Championship titles with the
club in 1974, 1988 and 1989.

Pridgeon also lifted two
Sunday League titles in 1987
and 1988.

The seam bowler retired from
professional cricket in 1989
with 530 first-class and 219 List
A wickets to his name.

He later helped develop the
next generation of talent at
Worcestershire and played a
role in fast-tracking the likes
of Joe Leach, Adam Finch, Jack
Home and Harry Darley into the
side.

Pridgeon served as a
Worcestershire board member
for the maximum nine-year peri-
od, vice-chair for four years and
had a spell as acting chair.

jTom Chilton
won two
races in the
BTCC last
season.
Picture by
Darren Price.

BRITIS!

Chilton gearing up for fifth
season with team in BTCC

BTCC: TOM Chilton feels Droitwch-
based Team Vertu have ‘moulded’
around him as he enters into a fifth
seasonwiththe EXCELR8 Motorsport-
owned outfit in the British Touring
Car Championship (BTCC).

Chilton enjoyed a successful 2025
season as he secured two victories,
two second places, two third-place
finishes, pole position and multiple
fastest laps.

This secured the experienced driv-
er his highest championship finish in
the last five years.

Now entering his fifth successive
season with EXCELR8 Motorsport,
Chilton feels the operation has been
built around his preferences.

Chilton said: “T feel like the team
have bent over backwards for me and
done everything that I've asked for.

“They’ve even moved from Suffolk
and Ipswich all the way up to Droitwich
to be inside Team Dynamics.

“The whole team is moulded around

me and I get on really well now with
Tom 5

“This is my longest spell with one
team. That is worth pointing out,

actually.

“They must be doing something
right. I think Justina Williams is doing
something right.

“Last year was a successful year
for me because the cars were harder
to drive.

“With all my experience, that’s how
1like driving.

“I wear those silly heart rate moni-
tors. My heart rate lowers when I go
more sideways.

“‘I'm weird. I know most people
get more like, ah! And the heart rate
goes up.

“Whereas I'm like, ah, happy place.
I'm going sideways.

“Without the hybrid in the cars,
they were lighter and more twitchy.

“They were more on an edge, which
is how I like driving.”
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TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

Are you looking to

driveway or patio?

We can provide you with
beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,

Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Solihull or Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

imagine, so we will not be
phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100%

upfront.

save upto £1000

improve or enlarge your

* We've designed and built just
about every shape and size of p‘
driveway and patio you can

satisfaction and unlike other
driveway companies, with us
you pay absolutely nothing

* Give us a call and you could

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk
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