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Residents voice worries
after ‘spate of crime’

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

THERE is growing anxiety and frus-
tration after a recent spate of crime in
Droitwich, which has seen reports of
children with catapults and properties
being damaged.

Concerns about the upturn, includ-
ing vehicle crime and burglaries, were
highlighted at Droitwich’s annual town
meeting.

But residents bemoaned the lack of
police presence at the annual meeting as
disgruntled members of the public said
they felt they were not being given the
proper chance to air their concerns and
ask questions of the police.

One resident said the anti-social behav-
iour and criminal damage were big con-
cerns he and his wife shared.

"To have a meeting like this without a
police representative is not good enough.

“We have had a lot of incidents recently,
and it has been going on for some time.”

He claimed residents saw no uniformed
presence which did nothing to address the
town’s problems.

PCSO Ben Mawby submitted a report,
which was handed out to residents at
the meeting but was unable to attend to
answer questions due to him being on
injury leave.

PCSO Mawby’s report said: “We are
very much aware of the current anxi-
ety, concerns, and frustrations across

the whole of Droitwich in relation to the
current spate of vehicle crime, property
damage, children with catapults and bur-
glaries.”

It added extensive CCTV and house-
to-house enquiries had ben undertak-
en, there would be increased patrols
in impacted areas and all victims were
being regularly updated in line with the
victim code of contact.

A large amount of CCTV evidence and
information had been collected regard-
ing an incident on February 7, where car
windows were smashed but officers were
awaiting further evidence.

He assured residents this work was
being completed and was at the forefront
of Droitwich Police’s mind.

An arrest had been made in connection
with some of the spate of burglaries in
the town and the suspect was in custody
awaiting trial.

Insp Lisa Hornberger, from Droitwich
Safer Neighbourhood Team, said officers
remained committed to supporting the
local community and would always have a
representative at the annual town meeting
when operational commitments allowed.

“The Safer Neighbourhood Team con-
tinues to monitor the area and carry out
regular patrols to provide reassurance
and deter crime, however the public may
not always see officers at the times they
happen.”

Patrols were carried out at a range
of times, based on demand and intel-
ligence.

RAISING A GLASS: A TOWN hostelry
has been named ‘Pub of the Season’ by
Bromsgrove, Redditch and Droitwich
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale).

The Freemasons Arms, Bromsgrove
Road, Droitwich, stood closed for three
years and was brought back from the
brink by new licensee Derek Yeomans.

Derek breathed new life back into the
venue, which was not easy as he had to
re-establish the cellar, reconnect the gas
and electricity and repair damage caused
by burst pipes.

The pub had to then be cleaned and
redecorated from top to bottom and
reopened in October 2024.

The Freemasons serves two regular
Purity beers, two further guest ales and
two ciders, along with its usual selection
of drinks and snacks.

BRD CAMRA said: “This great commu-
nity pub has men’s and women'’s darts
teams as well as a pool table. I'm sure
there will be many more such awards to
follow.”

Derek, a chartered accountant by
trade, said he was shocked but delighted
to receive the award which acknowl-
edges pubs that go out of their way to
promote and champion real ale.

Derek Yeomans received the award
from RBD CAMRA branch secretary
Gez Quinn. Picture courtesy of Andy
Checketts. s
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A chance to ReNEW ambitions

THE ARTS were celebrated in
style as Redditch Borough and
Bromsgrove District councils
supported the Cultural Compact
for North East Worcestershire in
launching their first major crea-
tive project - ReNEW.

Held at the Boathouse Cafe at
Arrow Vallery Country Park, the
event brought together partners,
community members, young peo-
ple, local arts organisations and
representatives from Arts Council
England.

Bromsgrove District Council’s
cabinet member for health and well-
being, leisure and culture, Coun
Shirley Webb, said: “ReNEW marks
a real step forward for creativity in
North-East Worcestershire.

“By listening to residents and
working closely with our partners,
we're creating a programme that is
welcoming, ambitious, and rooted
in local stories.

“This launch was just the begin-
ning — the coming months and years
will see new ideas take shape, talent
emerge, and our creative sector
strengthened in a meaningful way.”

Redditch Borough Council’s port-
folio holder for leisure and rec-
reation, Coun Juliet Barker-Smith,
added: “The launch showed exactly
what ReNEW is all about - bring-
ing people together, celebrating our
local talent and opening the door to

new creative opportunities for our
communities.

“The energy and imagination
shown by the young performers
gives me so much confidence for
what lies ahead.

“We're excited to see residents
of all ages get involved as the pro-
gramme grows.”

ReNEW: Sharing Stories, Shaping
Futures is a major new creative
skills and capacity-building pro-
gramme specifically designed for
North East Worcestershire.

The park provided the perfect
backdrop for a vibrant youth-led per-
formance created by Highly Sprung
Performance in partnership with
HoW College, Waseley Hills School,
Arrow Vale, and Chadsgrove School
and Education Trust Specialist
College.

Chair of the Cultural Compact for
North East Worcestershire, Petro
Nicolaides, said: “It was inspiring
to see so many partners, perform-
ers and community members come
together for the launch of ReNEW.

“This programme is built on col-
laboration and on the belief that
everyone’s story matters.

“The event reflected that spirit
beautifully.

“We're proud to champion a
project that will build skills, confi-
dence and connection across our
area.”

ReNEW aims to reduce barriers

Midlands Area Director at Arts
Council England, Liz Johnson,
added: “Creativity and culture make
us feel happier, and proud of the
places that we live.

“This project is rooted in local
identity. It will bring communities
together, and give young people
opportunities to learn new skills
through training, mentorship and
practical industry experience.

“As well as giving young people
a strong foundation for pursuing
future opportunities in the creative
and cultural sector, it will make a
long-term difference to people living
in the area.”

Applications are now open for the
three opportunities that make up the
Sharing Stories strand of the pro-
gramme: Awe and Wander, Gateway
to Nature and Wagons Roll.

Each one will cater to a specific art
form - digital, visual and performing,
respectively. These projects provide
a chance for young people and artists
to work together to create engaging
and meaningful outcomes.

ReNEW is also currently seeking
young people aged 16 to 25 to join

MP Bradley Thomas, Councillor Juliet Barker-Smith, Mark Worth,
MP Chris Bloore, Emily Robertson (rig performer) and rig opera-
tors Jonathan Mewett and Hayley Chilvers. Picture by Bruce
Foster Photography.

to involvement with creative activ-

ity, responding directly to feedback
from residents who want more infor-
mal, welcoming and accessible crea-
tive spaces — places where creativity
can become part of daily life.

The launch event marked a prom-
ising beginning, reflecting a strong
commitment to partnership work-

ing, amplifying diverse voices, and
making creativity fun and acces-
sible for everyone over the next 18
months and beyond.

Arts Council England has invested
£550,000 into the ReNEW project
for Bromsgrove and Redditch
through its National Lottery funded,
Place Partnership programme.

its Creative Producers scheme - an
opportunity to gain hands-on experi-
ence, collaborate with professional
artists and build new skills and con-
fidence.

Visit bromsgrove.gov.uk/renew/
for more information.
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Staff at Delhi 45 decided to waive the bill for an eight-months-pregnant customer after her bank card would
not work and her family was hungry. s

Delivering some compassion

AN INDIAN takeaway on New
Road in Rubery has made a kind-
hearted gesture after a customer
was unable to pay for her meal.

One of the Delhi 45 delivery
drivers dropped off an order
worth £33 to a woman in the
village and was handed an enve-
lope.

When he got back to the car
and opened it, instead of the
money he was expecting, there
was a handwritten note from the
customer, apologising that her
bank card was not working.

She explained in the note she

was eight months pregnant and
new to the area so did not know
anyone locally to be able to ask
for help. Plus, she wrote, her fam-
ily were hungry.

She repeatedly apologised
and promised she would try to
pay the money back.

Delhi 45 Owner Kazi Hussain
said: “After reading the note, we
decided not to pursue the pay-
ment and just let her keep the
food.

“We felt that, in this situation,
the right thing to do was simply
help.”

JC
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by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

PLANS to shake up local government
could herald exciting new possibili-
ties for Droitwich, a town councillor
has claimed.

Councillor Bob Brookes, pictured, spoke
to the Standard after the annual town meet-
ing at Droitwich Spa Community Hall.

He revealed the town council was look-
ing at the possibility of taking over two of
Droitwich’s parks as part of a local govern-
ment reorganisation which will see borough,
district and county councils scrapped and
replaced by a unitary authority.

The change is expected to take place in
April 2028.

Coun Brookes said that was likely
to put added responsibility onto
the shoulders of Droitwich Spa
Town Council.

He added: “I am a great
believer in localism, and
having more responsibil-
ity placed on people who
are right at the heart of
Droitwich can only be a
good thing.

“There are very hard-
working councillors at the
district and county council
level but the town council is
the only place where you can
go to the centre of Droitwich,
walk into where we are based
and talk to someone in
person about an
issue you are

having. I believe there are some very excit-
ing opportunities which could arise from this
reorganisation of local government.

“I think enhancing the role of the town
council to make more decisions will only
benefit the people living in the town.”

Coun Brookes added, as part of the reshuf-
fle the town council is looking at taking over
responsibility for Droitwich Spa Lido Park
and Vines Park.

Both are currently under the control of
‘Wychavon District Council, which will cease
to exist under the reorganisation plan.

Droitwich Town Council currently man-
ages Copcut Park and Spring Meadow.

Coun Brookes added, other opportunities
with the reorganisation include making street
cleaning more efficient as town councillors,
living within a few miles of the town, would
be able to make better informed deci-
sions on which streets needed to be
prioritised.

Two plans for local government
reorganisation in Worcestershire
have been submitted to the
government — the first would
see a unitary authority run
all the county’s services and
the second option would be
for two unitaries — a North

Worcestershire Council and a
South Worcestershire Council.

A government consultation
on the proposals will close on
Thursday.

Visit consult.communities.gov.
uk/local-government-reorgan
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Hygiene tips to stay
safe around animals

AHEAD of the easter holi-
days, residents visiting animal
attractions in Redditch and
Bromsgrove are being reminded
to follow advice to keep them-
selves safe.

Although petting livestock is
a popular activity in spring,
there are risks to doing so,
including an increased chance
of catching and spreading infec-
tious diseases.

Harmful bacteria and parasites
can be transferred by touching
animals, their droppings, their
food/drink and other contami-
nated surfaces and symptoms
people experience may include
diarrhoea, vomiting, fever and
body aches.

Vulnerable

Certain  people, includ-
ing young children, pregnant
women, the elderly, and immu-
no-compromised individuals
can experience more serious
symptoms.

Attractions and farms will
provide hand washing areas and
have trained staff to encourage
everyone to make use of these
so the only things people take
away from their visit will be
lifelong memories.

Portfolio holder for perform-
ance, engagement and gov-
ernance at Redditch Borough
Council, councillor Jane Spils-
bury, said: “To maximise enjoy-
ment, a few easy precautions
can help families enjoy the day
while staying protected from
any illnesses, as well as [from]

spreading them.” Portfolio
holder for Worc-estershire reg-
ulatory services at Bromsgrove
District Council, Coun Kit
Taylor, said: “To ensure eve-
ryone stays safe and healthy
— whilst also minimising the
risk of illness — it’s important
for families to follow the sim-
ple recommended hygiene steps
during their visit.”

To reduce the chances of
spreading illness, Redditch Bor-
ough and Bromsgrove District
councils have shared advice in
line with the UK Health Security
Agency, which includes people
avoiding touching their face or
mouth and not eating or drink-
ing whilst around animals. They
should also wash their hands
with soap and water as gels
and wipes do not remove bugs
in dirt.

The advice also suggests peo-
ple clean their shoes or boots
and, if they have a pushchair
or wheelchair, make sure they
clean the wheels. When home,
any clothing worn on days out
should be washed at 60c for at
least 30 minutes.

Worcestershire Regulatory
Services (WRS) investigates
reports of alleged infectious
disease outbreaks on behalf of
the six district councils in the
county.

Residents can notify WRS
of any concerns by emailing
enquiries@worcsregservices.
gov.uk or by calling 01905
822799.

re

# Coun Sharon Harvey at the site of
& the new pet crematorium. Picture
by Marcus Mingins 1226007MMR

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

A PET cremator is being
installed in Redditch so ani-
mal lovers can give four-leg-
ged and feathered friends a
fitting final farewell.

Redditch Borough Council mem-
bers have approved plans for the
cremator, at Abbey Cemetery.

It will be kept separate from
human cremations, regarding equip-
ment and customer service.

A different entrance has been ear-
marked for pet cremation customers
and meticulous timings will ensure
the cremations will not take place at

the same time as those of people.

Redditch Council leader councillor
Sharon Harvey, who is responsi-
ble for bereavement services, said:
“Our bereavement services depart-
ment operate with empathy, care
and understanding at its core and
is committed to serving the commu-
nity’s needs with dignity and com-
passion.

“These principles underpin the
expansion into pet cremations, pro-
viding a seamless and compassion-
ate offer for residents, while being
kept completely separate.”

At the meeting, investment of
£50,000 for the pet cremation equip-
ment and installation was agreed,
along with prices ranging from $50
to §250 for creatures including cats,
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dogs and birds. Nearly 15 years ago,
Redditch Borough Council agreed
an innovative move to use waste
energy from its crematorium to heat
the pool at its nearby Abbey Stadium
Leisure Centre in a move which
scooped a national award. The new,
standalone cremator will not be con-
nected to that system, meaning pets
will not be heating the pool but that
may change in future.

Coun Harvey added: “Once again
we are moving with the times and
leaning into a growing market, which
makes financial sense for the council
and means pet-owners can say good-
bye to their loved ones too.”

The pet cremation service is
expected to be up and running in
the autumn.
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A man from Rubery who pleaded
guilty to drug dealing has avoided
Jjail.

James Morris, 32, of Maple Road, was
given an eight-month prison term, sus-
pended for 18 months, when he appeared
at Worcester Magistrates Court.

Morris was ordered to carry out 25 days
of rehabilitation activity, 100 hours of
unpaid work and made to pay a £107 vic-
tim surcharge and £85 costs. The drugs —
cannabis — and paraphernalia seized from
his address will be destroyed.

Cannabis with a street value of £5,000 was
found during a raid in Rubery. s

Morris’ conviction for possession of a
class B drug with intent to supply, followed
a raid on his home address on March 3.
The warrant was executed by West Mercia
Police’s proactive CID and the integrated
offender management team.

Street value

Officers found cannabis with an esti-
mated street value of £5,000 and para-
phernalia associated with the illegal trade
of drugs.

Det Con Michael Vince, from West
Merca Police proactive CID, said: “While
there was no immediate custodial sen-
tence for Morris, our actions in executing

Budding weed farm found in raid
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Suspended sentence
for Rubery drug dealer

a warrant at his address, and his subse-
quent conviction, have further disrupted
the criminal narcotics supply in the West
Mercia force area.

“The harmful impact of illegal drugs
and the criminality linked to it, on our
communities, is well documented and we
will continue to track down, pursue and
disrupt those whose seek to ply their ille-
gal trade here.”

He added, the public can be the force’s
eyes and ears in the fight to keep the
streets free from drug dealers.

Anyone who suspects drug dealing in
their area can visit: https://orlo.uk/gTaih to
report it. Alternatively, call Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.

Criminal damage

TWO PEOPLE were arrested
on March 12 after a cannabis
grow was discovered at a
property in Droitwich.

Officers were called to an
address on Coleman Road
following a disturbance at
around 11am.

Upon arrival, officers dis-
covered around 50 juvenile
cannabis plants inside and
and paraphernalia consist-
ent with cultivation.

A 49-year-old man and a
52-year-old man were arrest-
ed on suspicion of cannabis
cultivation.

They have since been
released under investigation
and pending enquiries.

Sgt Cathy Atkinson, for
droitwich safer neighbour-
hood team, said: “We swiftly
responded to reports of sus-
picious activity at a property
... which led to the discovery
of a small cannabis grow, in
its infancy.

“Signs that a cannabis
grow is present at a property
aren’t always obvious and
those behind them use vari-
ous tactics to conceal smells
and hide illegal activity.

“The intelligence we
receive from our community
can play a big part in detect-
ing and disrupting drug
activity and we encourage
residents to report any signs
of suspicious activity to us.”

Crime can be reported on
West Mercia Police’s website
— at westmercia.police.uk —
or by calling officers on 101.

Alternatively call Crime-
stoppers, anonymously, on
0800 555 111.

Police added, always call
999 in an emergency or if a The 50 juvenile plants were
crime is in progress. discovered in Droitwich. s

THERE were multiple incidents of criminal dam-
age to cars and houses in Droitwich in the early
hours of Sunday morning.

Cars on The Dale, Lower Meadow and
Padgewell Hill were damaged along with a
property on Oakham Place, which had its patio
doors shattered.

A 13-year-old boy has been arrested on suspi-
cion of criminal damage and has been released
on bail.

Droitwich Police are appealing for people to
check doorbell and CCTV footage to see if they
have captured anyone responsible for causing
the damage.

Anyone who can help should email droit
wichtown.snt@westmercia.police.uk, or can call
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
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SPARKING AN IDEA: REDDITCH Rotary Club has
donated £400 to Inkberrow Men’s Shed to help estab-
lish an electronics training and repair station for its
members.

The new addition will allow members to learn prac-
tical electronics skills from experienced practitioners
within the Shed and provide a space where electrical
items from the local community can be repaired and
serviced, rather than thrown away.

A spokesperson for Inkberrow Men’s Shed said:
“The new electronics station will allow members to
learn from one another, develop valuable skills, and
help the local community by repairing items that
might otherwise be discarded.”

Inkberrow Men’s Shed provides a welcoming space
where people can meet, share skills and work togeth-

er on practical projects that benefit both members
and the wider community.

They started by renovating the village phone box,
then brightened up the bus shelter with a mural by
local artist John Harris.

Other projects have included bird boxes for the
Millenium Green and renovation of the local map case
which is now at the entrance to the village hall.

People looking to join do not have to commit to
repair work, they can just join the group for coffee or
talk about a project they would like to undertake.

The group meets regularly between 10am and 2pm
on Wednesdays at the back of the Bowls Pavilion on
the playing field behind the village hall in Sands Lane.

Although the group us called Men'’s Shed, it is open
to all genders.
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The group undertake repalrs that are snmllar to those of gar-

den sheds, but for people to enjoy together. s

Hard work sees thousands of
meals packed to go

South Bromsgrove High School s chanty group was
joined by Rotarian Caroline Spencer, club secre-

tary Ellen Evans and president Amal Rampal for the
food-packing event held as part of ‘Feed the Hungry
Week'. Picture by Marcus Mingins 1126008 MMR

A LARGE-scale food-packing event
was held at South Bromsgrove High
School last Thursday.

A total of 65 students, staff volunteers
and Bromsgrove Rotary Club members
joined forces for the drive to support
international charity Feed the Hungry.

The scheme was co-ordinated by the
school’s charity group, an Interact Club
sponsored by Bromsgrove Rotary, as part
of Feed the Hungry’s nationwide Million
Meals Miracle project.

The cost of the event was generously
supported by Bromsgrove Rotary Club,
enabling full student participation.

Over the course of the day, volun-
teers worked collaboratively to pack an
impressive 5,000 meals for school chil-
dren in Zimbabwe.

These nutritious meals help ensure
young people can attend school regu-

larly, free from the uncertainty of where
their next meal will come from, support-
ing both their health and their learning.

Representatives from Feed the Hungry,
including events co-ordinator Olivia Jack,
attended to oversee the event and sup-
port the students’ efforts.

Several members of Bromsgrove
Rotary Club also took part, reinforcing
the strong and long-standing partnership
between the school and the Rotary com-
munity.

Holly Seymour, deputy head of Year
10, praised the students’ enthusiasm,
teamwork and commitment across all
three sessions.

And headteacher Chris Smith expressed
his pride in the students’ achievements.

He said: “The students worked togeth-
er as a team and I am very proud of what
they have achieved.

“They really enjoyed themselves and
definitely exemplified the Rotary Club
motto of ‘Service above self’

“Students are already asking if they can
take part next year.”

The food-packing event forms part of
the wider work by South Bromsgrove
High’s Charity Group, a student-led
organisation which supports a range of
local and global causes each year.

Alongside Feed the Hungry, the group
is currently supporting the Harry Bennett
Foundation and the Tom Jones Memorial
Fund.

South Bromsgrove High extends its
sincere thanks to Bromsgrove Rotary
Club for its generous financial support
and ongoing partnership and to Feed the
Hungry for enabling students to make
a meaningful and lasting impact on the
lives of children across the world.
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Sung in English

WORCESTER

.74 Opera Worcester at the
Norbury Theatre

pera Worcester is an award-winning
OCQmpany and is delighted to present
Carmen in English. This new exciting
production set during the Spanish Civil War, of war-
torn Seville in 1936 and the city has just fallen to the
brutal Nationalist Forces. On the outskirts of the city
the women workers from the munitions factory are
taking their break under the distrustful and lecherous
eyes of the local militia. Thrown together in this mix
of suspicion and danger comes Carmen, a free
spirited and mercurial young women secretly allied
with the Republican movement and Don Jose, naive
and unworldly soldier whose obsessive love dooms
them into a dangerous spiral of jealousy, betrayal and
violence.
This production is Opera Worcester’s re-imagining
of Bizet's masterpiece that thrilled and shocked
Parisian socnety and |ntroduced opera lovers to the

ADVERTISEMENT

This is one of the most popular and frequently
performed operas of all time, Bizet’s Spanish-
inflected score is bursting with passionate melodies
and famous numbers such as Carmen’s seductive
‘Habanera’ and Escamillo’s famous ‘Toreador’ song.

Opera Worcester is delighted to bring together for
the first time, retired professional director Anthony
Ravenhall and Musical Director Garry Bailey. They
really do bring the opera to life. The children from
Lollipop Youth Theatre are poured into the mix as
well as dancers from the Translucent Dance Studio,
together with the Opera Worcester principals and
company it promises to be an exciting production
and a wonderful theatre venture.

Tickets are available from Norbury theatre,
Droitwich Box Office 01905 770154
(Mon, Weds & Fri |lam-12 noon, 7pm-8pm

www.norburytheatre.co.uk

* Photo by Carl Freeman
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Officers on hand to
free tangled stags

AN RSPCA inspector and officer
had the tricky task of untangling
the antlers of two fallow stags
which had ended up in a bind
on land near Rumbow Lane in
Romsley.

The pair became distressed fur-
ther by electric fencing tape which
had also entangled both’s antlers.

RSPCA Inspector Suzi Smith and
the animal rescue officer attend-
ed the incident around 2.50pm on
Saturday after it was reported by
a caller who spotted it and used
‘What3Words to pinpoint them.

Suzi said as they got within 50 to
100 yards of the two stags, the pair

got up and ran off.

“They were clearly very in distress
as they were tied to each other and
were knocking into things.

“It was evident the best course
of action would be for them to
be darted so we would be able to
approach them.

“However, as the light was going,
we knew there would not be enough
time so we followed the stags down
the hill into the valley in the hope
they’d snag themselves to a tree.”

But, each time she thought they
were in an approachable position,
they broke free of the tree cover and
ended up under some branches over

by a pond.

Eventually, Suzi hooked a rope
over an antler and pinned it to the
branch.

“We then pulled them into the
branch as tight as we could to secure
them.”

The officer held the rope and Suzi
straddled the branches to get close
enough to cut the electric fencing
tape. Suzi then freed the first stag
and managed to cut all the tape off
the second one to free him too.

Luckily, neither stag appeared to
have injuries and they went on their

way.

Suzi said: “This was a challenging
rescue, but such a rewarding job
to be able to successfully free both
stags and we’d like to thank the
caller for alerting us to their plight.”

She added it was a timely remind-
er of the risks many outdoor objects,
such as this electric fencing tape,
posed to wildlife.

And she said, whilst it was com-
mon for male deer to get their
antlers tangled up in this, the risk it
posed could be minimised by ensur-
ing such fencing was well managed,
rolled up when not in use and kept
taut when being used.

Visit: rspca.org.uk/adviceandwel-
fare/wildlife for more on wildlife
welfare and what can be done to
help it.

RSPCA inspector Suzi cut the
electric fence tape from the
antlers during the rescue. s
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Westacre Middle School is celebrating its Flagship Statusa. s

A FLAGSHIP: DROITWICH’S
Westacre Middle School is cele-
brating a tremendous success after
being presented with a Flagship
Status for Inclusion award.

The accolade followed a visit by
inspectors who praised the sense of
belonging and positive atmosphere
in the school community.

The Inclusion Quality Mark (IQM)
assessment reported the school to
be a supportive, inclusive environ-
ment where every child was valued
and able to thrive.

Inspectors commended the staff
and their efforts to create an envi-
ronment where all the children of
Westacre felt safe.

The IQM assessor said: “Staff are
committed to making Westacre an
inviting, attractive and a safe and
ha.ppy place where children want
to be.”

Schools awarded with Flagship
Status demonstrate inclusive prac-
tice in every aspect of school life,
act as leaders in the sector and
contribute to educational research
and innovation.

Westacre’s headteacher, Donna
Evans, said she was proud the
commitment of staff and pupils was
being recognised.

“This award is a wonderful reflec-
tion of the values we live every day
at Westacre.

“We are extremely proud of our
pupils, who demonstrate kindness,
respect and responsibility, and of
our dedicated staff who go above
and beyond to create opportunities
for every child.”

Catherine Doolin, deputy
headteacher and inclusion lead,
added the award represented the
dedication of the entire school com-

munity.

“Our staff work tirelessly to
ensure every child feels valued,
supported and able to succeed and
this recognition celebrates the col-
lective efforts of our pupils, staff,
families and wider community.”

In conclusion, the IQM assessor
said it their report: “The school
continues to move from strength-
to-strength in terms of its superb
inclusive practice.”

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads
BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Full fitted

competltwe Prices

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Still a spring in step

A REDDITCH business is
celebrating 80 years of
trading in the town.

Redditch’s needle and
fish-hook manufacturing
heritage morphed into
fine wire forming — and
particularly springs — over
time.

Today, Clifford Springs
supplies specialist, ener-
gising springs to seal
manufacturers worldwide.

The business - origi-
nally the BayCliffe Spring
Company — was set up
by Theodore Clifford in
1946.

Two generations and
a name change later,
the company is run by
Theodore’s  grandson
John Clifford.

Clifford Springs special-
ises in the manufacture of
energising springs used
in seals, valves and actua-

Clifford Springs managing director John Clifford

tors, supplying customers
in sectors including ener-
gy, chemical processing,
cryogenic applications
and medical technology.

Managing director John
said:“Reaching 80 years
in business is a fantastic
milestone for us.

“Redditch has a long
history of precision manu-
facturing, and we’re proud
to continue that tradition.

“What started as a
small family business
has grown into a global
supplier but our focus on
engineering quality and
customer relationships
hasn’t changed.”

The company celebrat-
ed the anniversary by wel-
coming colleagues, part-
ners, friends and mayor
Councillor Joanna Kane
its Redditch base.

with borough mayor Coun Joanna Kane. s

Kimal PLC is proud to be one of the Primrose partners. s

primrose
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Buddy up with hospice

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE PRIMROSE Hospice is ask-
ing businesses in Bromsgrove,
Redditch and Rubery to consider
choosing it as their charity of the
year.

The hospice is hoping to add more
‘Primrose partners’ and says supporting
the hospice is a great way for firms to
make a difference — both in their commu-
nity and within their workplace culture.

Asalocal, independent charity, Primrose
Hospice supports many patients and fam-
ilies across northeast Worcestershire.

The Primrose understands businesses
want to support local causes and often
struggle to find the time, resources or

clarity on how best to help. That was the
reason Primrose partners — the charity’s
corporate partnership programme — was
created.

The scheme was designed to make
charitable involvement simple, flexible
and rewarding.

Signing up as a Primrose partner is
completely free and carries no obliga-
tions. All the hospice asks is that it can
stay in touch with companies through a
short monthly email outlining ways peo-
ple can get involved with its work.

Opportunities may include industry-
specific support, event sponsorship, raf-
fle or auction prize donations, volunteer-
ing, corporate away days or contributing
to the charity’s shops.

Businesses can choose what suits their
team and their capacity.

Donna Bowen, from medical device

maker and Primrose partner Kimal -
which recently sponsored one of the hos-
pice’s events — said: “We are so proud, at
Kimal, to be a Primrose partner.

“The opportunities partners gives us to
work so closely with the team at Primrose
is fantastic and it’s just amazing to know
we are helping to make a difference.

“Being able to contribute to such a
meaningful charity is something that we
are so proud to be a part of.”

By choosing Primrose Hospice as a
charity of the year, and by becoming a
Primrose partner, companies can help
local people receive the vital care, com-
passion and support they deserve.

Any interested companies can visit
primrosehospice.org/support-us/prim
rose-partners/ or email Hannah at han
nahi@primrosehospice.org, for more on
the Primrose partners scheme.

UPCOMING
LIVE MUSIC

20.03.26: FLEETWOOD UNCHAINED
21.03.26: FEARLESSLY TAYLOR
28.03.26: BARNT GREEN CHORAL
02.04.26: SMOOTH CRIMINAL MICHAEL JACKSON TRIBUTE
04.04.26: ELECTRIK LIVE ORCHESTRA
09.04.26: K-POP SUPERSTARS
10.04.26: RADIOHEAD PROJECT
11.04.26: ANNIE LENNOX & EURTHMICS EXPERIENCE
12.04.26: SHANIA TWAIN TRIBUTE

ARTRIXUPDATE

At the end of April, we will begin a refurbishment of our auditorium seating, an important step in
improving the comfort and experience for everyone who visits the theatre. Alongside this, we will
soon launch our new membership programme - Friends of Artrix giving supporters the opportunity to
play a direct role in securing the theatre's future.

Membership will offer benefits for audiences while helping sustain the venue for generations to
come. For those who want to be even more closely involved, volunteering remains one of the most
powerful ways to contribute. Whether welcoming audiences, supporting events or helping shape the
future of the theatre, our volunteers truly make Artrix possible.

For more info, we’d love to welcome you to our membership launch event at Artrix on the 31* May
2026, Its free, nibbles and a free drink on entry.

A night of live music in the foyer, tours of the venue and meet the team.
Signup at: artrixbromsgrove.co.uk/membershiplaunch

UPCOMING
CINEMA

16.03.26:
02.04.26:
20.04.26:
21.04.26:
05.05.26:
28.05.26:

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE

PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD

25.06.26: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE

LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

JAMES ACASTER: CINEMAGOERS
ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED

ROYAL OPERA LIVE: MAGIC FLUTE
ROYAL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEGIN

ARTR

LAUNCH

: ALL MY SONS

Al 3ERSHIP

EVENT

15

31*T MAY 2026

SPM-7PM
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A TRANSFORM YOUR EXISTING
E N S | G N CONSERVATORY INTO A LIVING SPACE

conservatory roor sorutions YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

=

S e

: ' Every Ensign conservatory roof is
bespoke. Accurately surveyed &
~ precision built in our own factory.

Large range of lightweight tile colours
U-value up to 0.12, this is better than
current building regulations

Keylite roof windows

Electrics & plaster finish

Cost effective extensions
Large range of designs
LABC approval undertaken
Average build time 4 weeks

Aluminium bi-fold doors

Composite doors CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOURFREE
Liniar window and door systems NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

meximmertcencs. ] 01527 69296

High security PAS 24 locking systems WWW enSig n POOf CcOo.U k

Scan to read our reviews

Trade enquiries welcome P
Supply only options
Installers always required
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with CHOICE OF
comfort, quality, and a personal touch BACKHEIGHY
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. GHUIGE OF

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very

¢“Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and installation. and Good prices -
Five Star Service! ] what more could

Fantastic you ask for!>®

Products!”’ (CB August 2025)
(L.H. Sept 2025)

starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery

reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

"'_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
' Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

it
facebook

. 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk
I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

Your Local Famlly-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

LUXURIOUS
HANDCRAFTED
BESPOKE BEDS

RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE & MATTRESSES

IN STORE

UK MADE FULLY ASSEMBLED BEDROOM RANGES

LARGE RANGE OF
SUITES, SOFAS AND
CHAIRS IN STORE ON
CLEARANCE FOR

LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE | NEW GPLAN MonELé INSTORE |MMED|ATE DELIVERY

1. LARGE RANGE
CUSTOM SIZES AVAILABLE T0 UR“ER NEW MANGO LIVING ROOM RANGE IN STORE RECLINERS IN STORE

7. B Devonshire| . — —
[from here Z ¥ ol
ot o ) Ihrmon %pmk% r-a»]_ '
0 here ‘ v British Craftsmanship —SSSEo THE MOST COMFORTABLE BEDS IN THE WORLD

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8S8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS
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The club is opening a boot bank to recycle football boots. s

Playing the passing game

INKBERROW Football Club has installed its
own rebooted box, a campaign to rescue
1million pairs of quallty, pre-loved football
boots from landfill and get them back where
they belong - on the pitch.

The Football Rebooted campaign was co-
created by former England goalkeeper David
James and Utilita energy.

The scheme aims to not only recycle shoes
but repurposed them for those who need
them.

The Football Rebooted bin is located in the
club house at Inkberrrow FC, Sands Road.
Once donated, the team will then clean the
boots up, refurbish them and clearly label
the sizes.

A spokesperson for the club said: “This

isn’t about people who can’t afford boots, it’s
about community, sustainability and pass-
ing things forward instead of throwing them
away.”

The club is also gearing up for its 2026
tournament. The day is expected to draw
teams from across Worcestershire and the
wider area and focuses on fun and learning.

Girls Ambassador and Ladies First Team
player Grace said: “The last 12 months of
football has been unbelievable.

“Tournaments are vital for junior football.
They bring our community together.

“Some of my best football memories as a
Jjunior player were tournaments.

The tournament will take place on June 6
and 7.
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Leo happy to
be home after

stem ce

A BROMSGROVE teenager said

he was feeling amazing after \
being allowed home from hospi- |
tal following his stem cell trans- ‘
plant.

After months of looking for a
match, Leo Sproson, 16, who has
been battling leukaemia, received a
stem cell transplant last month and |
has undegone chemotherapy.

Leo (pictured) and his family
were told he could go home and on |
Monday he left the hospital.

His mum, Jenna, said: “The first 1
night at home went amazingly. He |
slept 10 hours, and when I asked ,
how he felt, he said: ‘I feel amazing’. |
His loyal cat, Smudge, also never left
his side.”

Leo has allowed his story to be shared
and heard through his Facebook page ‘Leo’s
Army’ in a bid to get other people to join the
DKMS stem cell donor register.

His family held a registration day in
November and, in total, 718 people signed
up to the stem cell register on the day with
many more registering for online kits.

The event also raised more than £4,000
for DKMS, which will help the charity with
processing the swab Kits.

So far, five people who have signed up to
the stem cell register through Leo’s cam-
paign have been contacted to be a donor.

Jenna added: “When you sign up to become

11 op

a Stem Cell Donor, you join a Network of
Hope.

“Leo is part of that network and hopefully
has saved five other lives because of it.

“Keep sharing, keep spreading the word
and keep pestering people to sign up to the
register - Leo is literally saving lives.”

Jenna has been so amazed by Leo’s
response to his potentially life-threatening
illness she has nominated him for a Pride
of Britain award in the Child or Teenager of
Courage Award category.

Staff at the Standard have also nominated
Leo for the award and have joined a rallying
call for others to do the same.

Visit data.reachplc.com/242643338335962
to nominate Leo.

Avon

V &

ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE « TRUSTED

4 New roofs
4 Re-roofs ,
4 Roof repairs mo:tfm,,

4 Tiles/slates WAEH
replaced

UPVC ROOFLINE
PRODUCTS
4 Fascias
4 Cladding
4 Soffits
4 Guttering
4 Down pipes
Freo Quotations

4 Flat roof solutions
4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt
4 Re-pointing

4+ Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

DRY RIDGES

EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

Commancial roof projects undertaken

Al Work Guonawloed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google

Opening Times:
Monday 6-11 pm Tuesday 6-11 pm
Wednesday 6-11 pm Thursday 6-11 pm
Friday 6-11 pm Saturday 6-11 pm
Sunday 6-11 pm

Tel: 01527 850717
31 Alcester Road B8O 7LL

10% OFF

Sunday to

Thursday with
this advert

M! EVEREST

Authentic Neplese Cuisine

-




The Standard, Friday March 20, 2026

bid to fund ACL surgery;

A REDDITCH Borough Women’s
player has launched a fundraiser to
pay for anterior cruciate ligament
reconstruction (ACL) surgery after
injuring herself in a Womens FA Cup
game.

Kathryn Pagan started playing football
at 10 years old, going on to play for
Coventry City Girls and signing for Aston
Villa ul7s. She reach the FA Cup Final
against Arsenal ul7s and played a season
in their reserves side.

Last season Kathryn signed for Redditch
Borough where they won the league and
gained promotion.

She said she loved every minute of being
part of the team but sustained my injury
in the Womens FA Cup game against

Kiddiminster Harriers last October.

Kathryn said she was not aware it was
such a serious injury until she had a pri-
vate scan.

Although ACL surgery is availble on
the NHS, the waiting times are extremely
long. Tlme, Kathryn said, she would like
to use playing football.

“I knew getting the surgery private
would be the only way to be back soon
and it means everything as I would be able
to get back to playing football quicker
rather than waiting many many months
for surgery

“Football is everything to me, its my
outlet, what makes me smile and forget
any difficult moments going on in my
life.

“I just know I need to be back on the
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Well worth a celebration

MEADOW PARK under-18s side are celebrating
after being crowned champions of the Central
‘Warwickshire Youth Football League.

Park secured the title with 28 points from 12
games to top the Division Two standings.

The club finished three points ahead of
second-placed Kidderminster Lions Blues, while
Catshill finished third on 22 points.

The side won nine matches, drew once and
lost just twice, playing against mostly older
opponents during their successful season.

And the title was secured with a final-day 7-1
victory over Solihull with a brace from Callum

pitch with my team mates, assisting, scor-
ing, celebrating goals and I want to have
that feeling of inspiring that next genera-
tion of glrls to play as there is no better
feeling.”

Kathryn works with children with spe-
cial education needs (SEND) and said she
also needed to be active for her job.

She added: “Many family, friends and
team mates have supported and donated
which has been so helpful and I am
extremely thankful, but I am still quite a
distance from my goal.”

Kathryn needs to raise £10,000 to fund
her surgery, and so far had just over
£2,000 pledged.

Visit gofundme.com/f/footballer-aspir-
ing-firefighter-acl-surgery-fund for more
information.

Hancox, plus strikes by Noah Raven, Jack Bate,
Jack Sargeant, Toby Weekes and Taylor Field.

Meadow Park manager Mark Whitehouse
said: “The lads have had an incredible season,
playing some great football.

“Winning the league has been a great achieve-
ment playing against teams who are a year
older and I'm proud to coach such a great set
of young men.”

Meadow Park under-18s celebrate win-
ning the league title. Picture courtesy of
Meadow Park FC.

The
Electoral
Commission

You need photo ID to vote in the elections in England
No ID? Apply for free voter ID today

Check accepted forms of ID at electoralcommission.org.uk/voteriD

L—?.l
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Breakfast show star
Greg passes through

Radio 1 DJ’s charity ride took in Droitwich

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH Police joined
Radio 1 DJ Greg James as
he cycled through town
during a Comic Relief char-
ity ride.

The national radio station’s
breakfast show host is riding
around 630 miles — 1,000km -

from the south of England to
Scotland.

James started the cycle in
Weymouth last Friday and is due
to complete it today (Friday),
on Red Nose Day itself, in
Edinburgh.

As the presenter rode through
Worcestershire, safer neighbour-
hood team officer PC Dave Olczak
had the honour of accompanying
Greg, who is on a tandem with

other Radio 1 DJs who are taking
it in turns to join him.

PC Olczak said: “I met up with
him at Ross On Wye and left them
at Droitwich.

“l was tired after doing just
over 40 miles but that was only
half of the distance for that day
for Greg.

“For a man on a heavy tandem
bike, he had a good pace on him
— even up those killer hills.

! = s
; PC Dave Olczak,
.. left, with Radio 1
DJ Greg James as
he cycled through
Droitwich. s

“The amount of people out on
the roadside lining the route was
absolutely amazing and I don’t
think there was a gap of more
than 30 seconds where I didn’t see

‘Made in Britain’ food should be made in Britain

RIGHT now, food which dis-

in Bromsgrove and across

plays the Union Flag, or
claims to have been ‘made
in Britain’, does not actually
need to be from the UK.
Shockingly, food grown
overseas and assembled
or packaged here can fly
the flag and be described as
‘British.” That’s absurd.
| will support measures in
parliament to close the flag
loophole and make food origin
labelling clearer so we can be
sure that we are buying British
food which is actually grown
and produced in our country.
Food should be what it says on

Westminster Diary

Bradley Thomas MP
writes for The Standard

the country.

The government has
introduced the ‘family
farm tax’ and is making
the wrong decisions on

the label. This is all part of the
work I’'m doing to back British
farmers.

Contrast that to the prime
minister, who looked farmers
in the eye before the election
and promised he would protect
their way of life but, because he
entered office without a plan,
his government is now conduct-
ing an assault on our rural life

farm funding that affects
farmers’ ability to plan for
the future.

| recognise the importance of
supporting farming communi-
ties, which is why I've consist-
ently voted against the family
farm tax in parliament.

The tax will affect 248 farms in
Bromsgrove district, devastat-
ing our farming community.

Not only will taxing family

farms not generate the reve-
nue the government thinks it
will, stopping farms from being
passed to the next generation
threatens our food security,
risks jobs and will ultimately
lead to food prices rising.

I will continue to call on the
government to scrap the family
farm tax and the ‘family busi-
ness tax’ and will instead sup-
port British farmers.

The government’s partial
u-turn is not enough. The whole
tax needs to be axed.

Bradley Thomas
Bromsgrove MP
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someone cheering him on. Thank
you to the people of Droitwich
who were very well behaved — so I
didn’t have to stop my bike to deal
with anyone and have to try and
catch Greg up again!”

PC Olzak had his own support
team — PC Molly Smith and PC Dee
Stanley — who also assisted with
traffic management.

Greg James passed through the
town on his 630-mile ride, which
began in Weymouth and is due to

conclude today, in Edinburgh. s

IOHN 5 ON S Express Breaks .

Part of the Coach Travel Group NOW 0“ Sale Br:::;etisbe
Treat yourself to a great-value overnight getaway from £1 75'

announced

Travel from our Henley-in-Arden departure point
One-night stay with breakfast at 3 or 4 = hotels

BLACKPOOL

e

LIVERPOOL A|so view
our 2026
.’!F 6 day trips by
A scanning the

L By

A $

Fridays 22nd May and 14th August 2026
Hotel: 4* Hard Days Night Hotel

.«Q?efé L NN
Fridays 24th April and 28th August 2026
Hotel: 4* Imperial Hotel Blackpool

il
Friday 23rd October 2026
Hotel: 4* Delta Hotels York

¥

oy ¢ i 5
4 ol MY Vil VN
Friday 22nd May 2026 Friday 24th July 2026 Fridays 7th August and 2nd October 2026
Hotel 4* Prom Hotel Hotel: 4* Crowne Plaza Leeds Hotel 4* Copthorne Hotel Manchester Salford Quays

Start planning now - Choose from a wide range of trips, including summer days out,
with return coach travel and admissions included

Book today: 01564 797000 www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk

.
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o
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Comeonin...

Discover an easier life
with McCarthy Stone.
Independent living in your
own well-appointed, warm
and cosy apartment. With
friendly neighbours, there
if you need them.

Enjoy a welcome that feels
like coming home. You'll
soon see why so many

of our homeowners tell

us they wish they'd

moved sooner.

Call today on
0800 153 3213
to book your visit.

McCarthy Stone

Properties nationwide for the over 55s to buy,
rent or for Shared Ownership*

Join us at at one our events. Scan the QR code or see
mccarthystone.co.uk for details.
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e STUDLEY
o Priory Place,
Alcester Road B80 7AR

Conveniently located in the
picturesque village of Studley,
with a host of local amenities
on your doorstep. Facilities
include a stunning communal
lounge and landscaped gardens.
You're also looked after by the
friendly on-site manager.

Prices from £199,995*

SHIRLEY
Wheatley Place,
Stratford Road B90 4GZ

Located in sought-after Shirley,
features include flexible care and
support packages and an on-site
bistro serving fresh meals daily".
There's an Estate Manager on-site
24/7 and the communal facilities
include a wonderful roof terrace
and wellness suite.

Prices from £279,995"

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
Romeo Place,
Alcester Road CV37 9WF

Set in a thriving medieval town,
you can immerse yourself in

an area steeped in history and
charm. The beautifully finished,
low maintenance retirement
apartments, offer luxurious and
contemporary living in a modern
and secure community.

Prices from £287,5007

i

Homes Information correct at time of print. “Extra charge applies. *Subject to availability. See mccarthystone.co.uk/shared-ownership for more details.
England

STOW-ON-THE-WOLD
Hawkesbury Place,
Fosseway GL54 1FF

In the heart of Stow-on-the-Wold,
this development's staff are on
site 24/7 and tailored support
services" are available. Communal
facilities include a lounge, bistro”
and wellness suite.

Prices from £184,995"

SC023546
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THERE was a host of activities on
offer at Clent Connect’s annual
Celebration Day on Saturday.

The organisers said it had been
another amazing year since the
Clent Connect Community shop
first opened in 2023, and the
positive impact on the commu-
nity continued to grow beyond all
expectations.

Around 100 people flocked to
the anniversary celebration, con-
necting with friends and neigh-
bours.

The anniversary was marked
by a special celebration, with
about 100 people coming along
to connect with their friends and
neighbours.

Entertainment and activities
were provided free of charge
including from Magician Jay
Adkins, the Sunfield team with art

activities, glitter tattoos provided
by Clent School PTFA and also
flower arrangement opportunities
ahead of Mothering Sunday.

And the cafe was serving up
tea, coffee, homemade cakes and
other refreshments throughout
the day.

An incredible 70 volunteers are
now involved at Clent Connect —
across the shop, the cafe, a litter-
picking team, newsletter delivery
and many other roles.

Clent Connect even had a
‘chauffeur’ who collects those
needing transport so they can
Jjoin in activities.

The Clent Connect manage-
ment team said it was very grate-
ful for everyone who has made
its success possible - from the
many volunteers, to Clent Parish
Council, Bromsgrove District

LEFT: Sophia, two,
and Isabella, five,
Clement-Pugh with
their Easter wind-
mills. Pictures by
Marcus Mingins
1226003MMR2

RIGHT: Magician
Jay Adkins with
Liz Lewis and
Isabella Lewis, 13.
1226003MMR1

BELOW RIGHT:
Oakley, three, and
Lily, five, make

a flower display.
1226003MMR3

Council and the many individuals
who continue to give their time,
energy and skills free of charge.

Bonnie Harvey a member of
the management team said “We
are extremely proud to share
that Clent Connect now enables
nearly 1,500 face-to-face social
interactions every month.

“This helps reduce isolation
and loneliness, which is one of
the main reasons why this com-
munity benefit society was origi-
nally set up.

“The feedback from the eve-
ryone is amazing and it really
seems to have made a difference
to people’s lives”

Anyone wanting to find out
more about Clent Connect can
email: huboffice@clentconnect.
co.uk for further details.

| e gy

Plenty to enjoy at ce

eeebration
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Longhridge
(ladding & Roofing L1d
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN ALL
ASPECTS OF ROOFING

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing - Fascia, Softs & Guttering
Cladaing - Moss Remaval - Chimney | Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local company you

can trust

BROMSGROVE ROVERS AFC

~

a

Champions League, Europa League &
Conference League format in ALL sessions!

SAT 6th June: 9:30am: U7 & U8
SAT 6th June: 2:00pm: U% & U10

5-A-SIDE FOOTBALL
TOURNAMENT 2026

3 e

SUN 7th June: 9:30am: U9 pevs* & U10 DEVS®

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Ra South, Rechal, Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgeclaadingandroofingitd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

PARKING £6.00  SUN 7th June: 2:00pm: U11 & U12

1 TEAM it VELTE INLY. ALL A
£45.00

SIGN-UP ONLINE IN 4 SIMPLE STEPS:
EEEOA:)AS @ VISIT Club Website. © COMPLETE Online Form.

@ CLICK Tournament. @ SUBMIT.
HOPWOOD RECREATION GROUND | HOPWOOD | ALVECHURCH | BIRMINGHAM B48 7TL

TEAM REGISTRATION FORM:

Email: g co.uk
Call/Whatsapp: 07850 276 990
Call/WhatsApp: 07854 527 706

) /bromzgroveroverzate

www.bromsgroveroversafc.co.uk

IN ASSOCIATION AND APPROVED BY:

3% ACCREDITED
0= crus
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THOUSANDS of pounds
have already been pledged
for a charity challenge that
will see 21-year-old Samuel
Attwell from Redditch
attempt to run the length
of Ireland in just 10 days,
and with two months to go,
preparation have entered
their toughest phase.

Samuel, who will run almost
350 miles from Malin Head
to Mizen Head this May, has
already secured more than
£15,000 in early donations and
sponsorship, giving his cam-
paign a powerful head start
towards his £50,000 target for
children’s charity Molly Ollys.

With fundraising momentum
building, Samuel’s focus has
now shifted firmly to the physi-
cal and logistical demands of
one of Ireland’s most punish-
ing endurance routes.

Samuel is currently undertak-
ing back-to-back long-distance
runs designed to replicate the
strain of completing an ultra-
marathon every day for 10 con-
secutive days.

He said: “Training is going
well, but there’s no sugar-coat-
ing it, it’s brutal.

“Running miles day after
day pushes you physically and
mentally. But every tough ses-
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Samuel’s ten-day Irish running

sion reminds me why I'm doing
this and who it’s for.”

As well as physical training,
a dedicated planning team is
working behind the scenes on
logistics, safety and communi-
ty engagement along the route,
which will take Samuel through
towns and rural communi-
ties across Donegal, Derry,
Leitrim, Longford, Offaly,
Tipperary, Limerick, Cork and
West Cork.

A training and route-scouting
visit to Ireland is planned in the
coming days, where Samuel
and his support team will assess
road conditions, elevation, rest
points and local access, while
also meeting supporters and
potential community partners
along the way.

Samuel is running as an
ambassador for Molly Ollys,
a UK-based children’s charity
which supports children with
life-threatening and life-limiting
illnesses through the funding
of wishes, therapeutic toys and
emotional support for families.

The charity works closely
with the NHS, supporting
projects within hospitals and
the community. One flagship
project includes the creation
and refurbishment of Magnolia
House at Birmingham
Children’s Hospital, a safe,

bid brings in the cash

non-clinical space for families
and medical teams.

Molly Ollys also funded the
first ever consultant in pae-
diatric palliative medicine
at Birmingham Children’s
Hospital in 2018 and subse-
quently supported the funding
of additional consultant roles
in the region.

If successful, Samuel’s
£50,000 fundraising target
could help deliver up to 100
wishes for seriously ill children
and provide thousands of com-
fort items to families at their
most difficult moments.

The challenge will begin on
May 18, with Samuel aiming
to complete the route by May
27, sharing daily updates, GPS
tracking and behind-the-scenes
footage throughout the jour-

ney.

With early donations already
secured, organisers hope the
next phase, increased visibility
across Ireland and the UK, will
drive further public support.

Samuel added: “This run
isn’t just about endurance, it’s
about bringing people togeth-
er, especially the communities
I'll be running through, to help
children who desperately need
hope.”

Visit  justgiving.com/page/
samrunsireland to donate.

La®  ANERNS
LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Worcester Road

Tel: 01562 814677

Kidderminster Showroom

Kidderminster DY10 1JR

FLEXIBLE

FINANCE

OPTIONS
AVAILABLE

to make life easier for you

36 Carden Street

Worcester Showroom

Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 888372

French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

-

\

5 STAR

5STARWINDOWS.CO.UK &=
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sA | Ej YYCARPETWISE
- — LI CURTAINWISE - FURNITUREWISE

SAVE 2-4 Wharf Road
ey - Stratford upon Avan, CV37 0ADL
: . - " - / I“) - . —— i LEE

SIS VA CTo's s thefShowroom:
T2 = ’

f NOW from }i
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rrp £1299

Available \{
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“J\
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BIG stock carpers from £8.99
SAVINGS ; available \ . prs
on all corner and %} A P =° : g Y

chaise sofas o S e
Zac Chaise

£1,969

rrp £2,319

[

Per. Sq.M
Rolling Hills

. Stock colours only

A 5.99 per S

THERE'S MORE IN STORE FOR LESS
across all our departments

MADE TO HYPNOS NATIONAL
MEASURE = {} & FANTASTIC ' BEDMONTH
Curtains, Blinds/& | \ SAVINGS — . e
Soft Fumishingsll |\ | L ’/“Pi“mop For quick local delivery
q f' KING for the Mattresses
\ ‘ price of a DOUBLE MEENEENdvh 0 1 7 8 9 2 9 9 4 4 6
¢ ; www.carpetwise.net
e | - : - Visit our Showroom:
= | 7 s, Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 17.00
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e e : -~ on ted ranges https://www.carpetwise.net/extra-saving-terms-and-conditions-2026/
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Easter treats
for youngsters

THE holidays, activities and food
(HAF) clubs will be returning to
Redditch and Bromsgrove over
easter.

Each session includes food, a
welcoming space and enriching
activities, according to organisers.
Among the activities are sports,
crafts, cooking, outdoor adven-
tures, special educational need
and disability-specific activities
and more.

HAF is fully-funded by the
Department for Education.

Children who receive benefits-
related free school meals, and
are aged between five and 16, are
eligible for the free places.

The Redditch Holiday Club,
iwith YMCA Worcestershire, will
be held at the town’s Willow Trees
Community Centre.

From 10.30am to 2.30pm, on
March 30, there will be a ‘Ready,
Steady, Cook’ and sports after-
noon.

From the same times on March
31, there will be Zorb balls and an
‘egg-citing afternoon’.

The Holiday Club at Bromsgrove
Baptist Church runs from 10.30am
to 2.30pm on April 1 and 2.

On the first day, there will be
sports activities and an ‘egg-cit-
ing’ afternoon and on the second,
easter crafts and Zorb balls.

Visit worcestershire.gov.uk/haf
for further details on HAF and
eequ.org/worcestershirehaf to
book places.

Anyone with questions can
email: youthengagement@ymca
worcestershire.org.uk for more
information.

Off-road bike in a collision

NON-ROAD-LEGAL motor-
bike was seized by police in
Bromsgrove on Wednesday after
it was involved in a crash with
another vehicle.

Emergency services arrived
within minutes and no life-threat-
ening injuries were sustained.

Bromsgrove Police said enquir-
ies were ongoing and appropri-
ate action would be taken with
regard to the motorbike rider.

Officers also thanked members
of the public who stopped to help
and West Midlands Ambulance

Service for its prompt response.

At around the same time, offic-
ers seized an electric scooter
which was being used illegally in
Bromsgrove.

The force said the seizures
were part of its effort to tackle
anti-social riding and keep roads
and footpaths safe for everyone.

Officers reiterated that pri-
vately-owned e-scooters cannot
be used on public roads, pave-
ments, cycle lanes or bridleways
and illegal use could lead to vehi-
cles being seized on the spot.
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The motorbike was seized by police in Bromsgrove. s

Redditch tenants happier
with council services

Annual survey’s replies show progress

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

TENANTS in Redditch Bor-
ough Council houses are
more satisfied with services
than last year, according to
a recent survey.

The authority has published
results of its latest tenant satisfac-
tion measures survey which show
an increase in satisfaction of eight
per cent from last year, and an 18
per cent improvement since the

first consultation, three years ago.

Satisfaction with how the coun-
cil deals with antisocial behaviour
and complaints has also improved
this year but overall scores in
those areas continue to be a prior-
ity for further improvement, the
council said.

Feedback from this year’s sur-
vey will update the council’s hous-
ing improvement plan, ensuring
future work reflects what matters
most to tenants.

Almost 900 tenants took part in
this year’s survey on services the
council delivers as a social housing

landlord — a 35 per cent increase
in last year’s participation.

Questions are set nationally by
the Regulator of Social Housing
and the answers in Redditch
showed increased satisfaction for
every one.

The council said it recognises
there is still more work to do.

Redditch Borough Council port-
folio holder for housing, council-
lor Bill Hartnett, thanked every-
one who completed the survey
and said: “The big increase in
responses shows more tenants are
understanding why their feedback

matters and how it helps shape
our services. What tenants tell us
directly informs our priorities and
improvement plans.

“While we have clear responsi-
bilities as a landlord, it is vital we
listen to what residents tell us is
working well and where we need
to do better.

“It is encouraging to see higher
levels of satisfaction as the chang-
es we have been making continue
to take effect.

“However we are under no illu-
sions, this is a long term pro-
gramme of improvement and we
remain focused on making steady
progress year-on-year.”

Visit: redditchbe.gov.uk/tenant
survey for the full results.

e

~/ pound for £ th
\ are the best!

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

S

P -
ey R

/7> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm
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At the Barnyard Ccafé
Set in the village of Tardebigge...

We offer a wonderfully warm welcome as well as;
Breakfast, Lunch, afternoon Tea &
- 100% homemade cakes!
' uOur fabulous coffee is hand crafted to your liking, served
to your table by one of our friendly team!

g A Barngard glfts & Pontrg is next to us offering a wide range of e "

If you happen to be over 65 then Tuesdays are
our 10% off VIP days

Special offers...

N

4
1 ) I
: Special offer 1 1 : Special offer 2 1
| FullEnglish breakfast | | Afternoonteafor2 I
I £10 1 £30 :
I\ Lsuibuta s tib0) 1 I‘ (usual price £39.50) I
N e i i i 7’ o S I A S P 7
LY A - _:o/ _______ =
’ ~ \I ’ N \I
1 1 i
I Special offer 3 I Spectal offisr 4 !
| . 1 Bacon sandwich & 1
Cappuccino & cake | | . I
' For £6.00 N hot drink I
I\ ’ 1y £7:50 1
e e e e e e e e 7 TS e e e e e e 7
Opening Times:

Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday to Saturday: 8am - 4pm
Sunday (breakfast only) 9am - 2pm

Find us on Facebook & Insta @dalishbakes
the Barns Village, Hewell Lane, Tardebigge
01527 336998 - booking is advisable

he Barns |,

Rural Retail & Business Village

U Artisan S22 Art Gallery &

> Café Gifts

Come and visit all of

our local businesses
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County lines week
saw officers snatch
£1.5m of drugs

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

OFFICERS seized more than
£1.5million worth of drugs in
the West Mercia Police area
during a ‘county lines inten-
sification week’.

The week of action saw officers
tackling organised crime groups
(OCGs) and the criminality they
impose on communities.

The intensification week was an
opportunity to highlight the work
officers carry out all year round to
reduce crime linked to OCGs.

More than &1.5million worth of
drugs were seized during warrants
executed across Herefordshire,
Worcestershire and Shropshire
during the week, with 73 arrests
made.

More than £27,000 in cash linked
to criminality was also seized, and
12 bladed weapons and three fire-
arms were taken off the streets.

The activity resulted in six ‘lines’
being closed.

County lines is the name given
to drug dealing in which OCGs
use phone lines to move and sup-
ply drugs, usually from cities into
smaller towns and rural areas.

Criminality goes beyond drug
dealing, the people in OCGs often
exploit vulnerable people, including
children and those struggling with
addiction, by recruiting them to
distribute the drugs.

Criminals may also use a vulner-
able person’s home as their base
of operations — an activity known
as ‘cuckooing’ — and often use vio-
lence and intimidation as a way of
controlling them.

During the week of action, offic-
ers also focused their efforts on
safeguarding young and vulnerable
people who are trapped in such
situations.

Exploitation

Some 29 addresses suspected to
be subject to cuckooing were vis-
ited and 13 safeguarding referrals
were made to external agencies for
people at risk of exploitation, or for
children who were in a home where
there was suspected drug activity.

West Mercia Police have said
there are several signs to look out
for that may indicate someone is
involved in county lines criminality,
including repeatedly going missing
from school or home, and being
found in other areas.

Other indicators are having large

amounts of money, new clothes or
electronic devices and being unable
to explain how they paid for them
or getting a high numbers of texts
or phone calls and being secretive
about who they are communicating
with.

Det Sgt Luke Papps, from the
organised crime group management
unit, said: “Officers across our three
counties work tirelessly to detect
and disrupt drug activity and to pro-
tect people exploited at the hands
of those behind the criminality.

“Our aim for county lines intensi-
fication week is to highlight exactly
how officers tackle OCGs and raise
awareness of the exploitation of
young and vulnerable people who
are so often a pawn in illegal activ-
ity.

“The consequences of county
lines can have detrimental effects
on our communities and we will
continue to take robust action to
stamp out drug activity.”

Anyone suspicious a property is
being used to sell drugs, or a young,
vulnerable individual is involved
with county lines drug dealing,
can report it via the westmercia.
police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-
report-a-crime portal and informa-
tion can be given anonymously to
Crimestoppers, on 0800 555 111.
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The cannabis
found in one
of the houses,
left, and,
above, money
and weapons
were found
during one of
the raids.
Pictures from
West Mercia
Police. s

I Shop at home for your
OOP new carpet and
Home service flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

50 Direct

YEARS

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

< Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on
facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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BROMSGROVE'S

(D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED! _ b
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price! | Ear ly Bird Offer -
Trusted BRAND names with extra discounts on made to order items from - d "‘j‘, ' COMPLETE SET

Sherhorne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds, z_‘ A e
Harrison Spinks, Global Home, Y A R ,

Cotswold Chairs and many more.
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Mattresses -
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture

ONSITE CLEARANGE QUTLET!
BIG BRAND NAMES AT UNBEATABLE PRICES

DFS « Tetrad « La-Z-Boy * Parker Knoll « Sofology
Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!!
(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display ¢ Clearance Stock)
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!

Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience! s
Built on Experience, Grown on Trust.

- Was £1299
NOW ONLY

Com lete]lDouhble Bed

fITH DRA

RD IN CHOICE OF COLOUR

EXTRA 10% OFF Sherborne
Upholstery this week!

FROM ONLY

i\ £299

BLACK 1.8 X 1 0 TABI.E KR N ‘ HISE & WAS £-1—199 CORNER-1
+ 6 SWIVEL CHAIRS AS FROM A AS £299 R AIRS IN STOCK NOW ONLY £599

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
& YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

& OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week: | B e e

: . : * Monday to Friday: 9am - 5pm &
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park » Saturday: 10am —5pm 3 i

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW « Sunday: 10am - 4pm

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk Follow us on:
Facebook: @OQOaklandsFurniture

Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture

ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, t/a IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an
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Chance to
share views

WEST Mercia Police and
Crime Commissioner John
Campion is seeking the views
of Worcestershire residents
regarding proposals to merge
police forces across England
and Wales.

The Government announced
that an independent review
into these proposals would be
carried out, which could see
the existing structure of 43
police forces reduce to 12 -
the biggest shake up to polic-
ing in more than six decades.

The consultation will be
available online, but the PCC
and his team will also be car-
rying out in-person engage-
ments across the West Mercia
area to ensure communities
can have their say.

Mr Campion said: “I recog-
nise the need to modernise
and improve policing - how-
ever, it is right that any sig-
nificant reform undertaken
has the public support.

“I am concerned that the
proposals to merge our exist-
ing police forces into fewer,
but larger, police areas will
be done with a perceived lack
of public opinion.

“Given that this is affect-
ing a service our hardworking
tax-paying public pay for, it is
right that they are consulted.

The consultation will run
until June 15.

Visit this story on our web-
site for the link to the sur-
vey.
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Helping veterans make the
change into civilian life

VETERANS leaving the Armed
Forces can have difficulty adjust-
ing to everyday life, with many
finding the change in pace, struc-
ture, and identity extremely chal-
lenging.

Stepway’s 7 Step Civilian Skills
Program, funded by a Worcestershire
County Council Public Health
grant, is helping veterans and their
families rebuild confidence, improve
wellbeing, and regain a sense of
direction.

The course, currently held at the
Salvation Army in Worcester, is open
to all veterans and their families, no
matter the length of service or when
they left.

Dawn Turner, CEO of Stepway,
said: “Lots of veterans and their
families can find coming back to
‘normal’ life extremely difficult.

“It is a completely different way of
living, and many people feel lost, iso-
lated, or unsure where to turn. This

Dawn Turner CEO of Stepway with graduates of the 7 step civilian skills programme. s

course gives them space, support,
and practical tools to rebuild their
confidence and move forward.”

The 7 Step Civilian Skills Program
offers structured sessions cover-
ing mental health, coping strate-
gies, communication skills, healthy
routines, financial awareness, and
future planning.

Participants are supported to
understand their strengths, manage
stress and anxiety, and reconnect
with others who share similar expe-
riences.

One veteran who joined the course
was suffering with low mood and a
lack of purpose and direction.

By the end they reported feeling
more positive, settled and better
able to manage day-to-day life.

They said: “Each day has been
very informative. I feel clearer about
what I want for the future and how
to get there.”

Feedback from the program
shows that 100 per cent of partici-
pants felt more confident and posi-

tive about their wellbeing, clearer
about their future goals and more
able to manage daily life.

Over 80 per cent reported
improved motivation and sense of
purpose, and more than 70 per cent
said their emotional wellbeing and
coping strategies had improved.

Coun Satinder Bell, cabinet mem-
ber with responsibility for health
and wellbeing at Worcestershire
County Council, said: “Veterans
make a huge contribution to our

communities, and it is important
that we support their wellbeing any
way we can.

“The transition to civilian life
can be tough and programs like
this provide early help, connection,
and practical support at the right
time. We are proud to be support-
ing Stepway to deliver this vital
service.”

Visit www.stepway.org for more
information.

Enjoy Exclusive, Evergreen Editions of

apowscaaTe
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/If you'd Ilke your busmess to be featured in the next edition of Seasons, or if you'd like more details - :::}0 s;)l;):.’sy(:_liln ':d?ti:n gf
just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Paul, Gareth or Sharon. Jo¥ S pns%oo'

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team

¥
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Seasons

The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
will celebrate everything
uplifting, inspiring and
quintessentially local across
the three counties of
Warwickshire, Worcestershire
and the West Midlands.

The beautifully glossy AS
magazine will once again be
freely available in print, from a
major supermarket near you -
and, the 'Spring' edition of
Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply Seasons will also be available |

browse on line ] 247 on line and will be '
. showecased across all of our
local Observer and Standard
Newspapers, websites and
social media platforms for the
next 12 months.

140 1

Following on from the fantastic response to
our debut "Winter' edition of Seasons,
we're delighted to announce that Seasons
'Spring' edition is about to be sprung.

\ As the days grow longer and our towns,
villages and the countryside emerge from
the long dark days of winter, we are all
enjoying the arrival of the 'Spring' of 2026.

'(n

"‘L\““
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So you'll be able to enjoy the

Pleaas re Dashcﬂ“ jum in T8 ¥ exclusive, evergreen, editions
gecu faces UNC ,ge ;ﬂ“ﬂ:}:& Muse\lm‘ for lwa‘l;: Coﬂ“c‘“( 2 gr 5
our schod collapse & mers re trel of Seasons by logging on to
Ol

Www.seasons-magazine.com

where you can browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247
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* * 2Months, 7-Day Membership Offer - -

INTO SPRING AT |
> 1o

‘ £200 for 2 Months
7-Day Subscription
1= April - 31 May 2026

APPLY ONLINE TERMS AND CONDITIONS

hagl Ifclub k « Limited time special offer
WWW. ag eygo Ciub.COo.U e Join mid-month & membership

will be pro-rota.
« Union and clubcard fees apply.

HAGLEY GOLF CLUB, WASSELL GROVE LANE, HAGLEY, DY9 9JW
@ T: 01562 883701 E: MEMBERSHIP@HAGLEYGOLFCLUB.CO.UK f
HAGLEY WWW.HAGLEYGOLFCLUB.CO.UK
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Hagley Cars  *

— CASH PAID —
JAPANESE & CITY CARS

TOYOTA AYGO || CITROEN C1 || PEUGEOT 107
TOYOTA YARIS | HONDA JAZZ = HONDA CIVIC
MAZDA2/3 | SUZUKI SWIFT

O =B &

INSTANT FREE 2006-2018 NO
CASH OFFER COLLECTION  MODELS  OBLIGATION

SUBARU

SAME-DAY PAYMENT

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately

Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313

TWISTED Automotive, the
world-renowned specialists in
re-engineering iconic British
4x4s, has unveiled its first-
ever Range Rover project: the
Twisted interpretation of a
Range Rover Classic (TRRC).

Following 25 years of perfecting
the Defender, Twisted has applied
its ‘anti-ordinary’ philosophy to the
two-door Range Rover Classic.

The TRRC is a project rooted

in deep personal
nostalgia.

For Twisted
founder Charles
Fawcett, the
Range Rover
Classic was the
“king of the
road” during his

ildhood.

“When I think
back to the
1980’s, my father
always seemed to
have a two-door

Range Rover, and there was one
particular one that stood out,” said
Charles.

“It was terracotta brown with
fibreglass extended wheel arch-
es and white Weller eight-spoke
wheels shod with General Grabber
road-oriented tyres.

“On the front, he’d fabricated a
valance out of an MGB GT front
spoiler.

“To me, it was just iconic. Today,
the TRRC exists out of unapologetic
nostalgia, recreating something I
remember from when I was a tiny
boy.
“lI think many customers will
relate.”At the core of the build is a
high-performance LT1 V8 conver-
sion producing 500hp, paired with
an eight-speed automatic transmis-
sion. To manage this power, Twisted
utilised two decades of engineering
heritage from its Defender pro-

gram.

‘While the TRRC drives similarly
to Twisted’s T90 and T110 (re-
engineered Defender), in terms of

Classic gets a makeover

performance and communication,
the handling has been specifically
tuned for the Range Rover’s unique
character.

“We spent an age tweaking the
bushings so that you got something
that was sharp and super drivable
but not too harsh,” said Charles
“A Range Rover needs to be sup-
ple.”
True to the Twisted ethos, the
TRRC is a curated mix of the best
eras of the Classic, blending a 1970s
front bumper with a 1990s-style
grille and headlight surrounds.

British engineering excellence
runs through every detail, with
bespoke tooling being designed to
create new hammer-formed alu-
minium panels for every external
surface of the TRRC.

Twisted’s panel gap tolerance on
the TRRC is obsessive.

Other bespoke design choices
include the C-Pillar.

Twisted customers can choose
not to have the traditional float-
ing roof look, instead painting the

C-pillar in body colour to accentu-
ate the two-door silhouette.

The vehicle sits slightly lower on
the nose to suit the Classic’s pro-
file. Design touches such as vents
formed in the C-pillar panel will
be included in the final production
design. The TTRC’s interior has
been reengineered, too.

Seats have been positioned lower
than the originals, so the driver’s
eyeline is directed at the upper half
of the windscreen, making the most
of the vehicle’s legendary glass-
everywhere visibility.

In a move that honours the bare
metalwork of early Range Rovers,
Twisted attaches soundproofing to
the underside of the carpet rath-
er than the interior shell. Pricing
for the Twisted TRRC starts at
£350,000.

Vehicles will be shipped globally.
Every vehicle undergoes a rigorous
500-mile validation program before
delivery.

Twisted will hand-build up to 12
TRRCs per year.



The Standard, Friday March 20, 2026 PAGE 27

2 {.ﬁ&

b
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: receptloanulllvantmedla com

live for today,

I Learn from yesterday,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

-.J

e W
DEATHS IN MEMORIAM SMEERN\II?CREIQL FLORAL TRIBUTES
— — —
—
ANDREW : 19w
_ MAYALL/|As Time Goes By o 1 NS 4 CrbbsCoos,
Robert Clive YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN 7 N §  Redditch, B97 5P
It’s wi_th great sadness that we announce the MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP
rnsmenme it |1l Ron/Dad Headstones, Cremation Tabet,
Loving Husband, Father, Grandfather, onal Inscriptions an
G?"(’:]antgGr:rS)d?:thcr?Uﬁ;Ic 4’33 Ff"icne;. Those we love Renovation Work - J )C - -
Thursdi{yesxzssﬁgrgﬁ?ngg,l o i don’t go away, Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
Funeral to be :z):]lg IZ:aT'f\}::Jyr.sday 2nd April They walk beside Emats kfporter@blueyonder.co'llk WWVV.nUI'SeI'YShOpI'eddHCh.CO.Uk
at 2.45pm at Redditch Crematorium. us everyday, Please Call 0 l 52 7 550505 QN) 527 550 700
Famg{,i?:;::"gﬁiiﬁgi":{x&gﬂg" o Unseen, unheard To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times .
~Giles & Sons Lid, but always near, Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate '
26-28 High Street, Studley B80 7HJ. So loved, | Redditch B97 5XP
so missed “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

It Q so very dear.
B i FUNERAL
0 88 ‘(Q&\ love a}nd miss you DIRECTORS
orever -

/ﬁ(/

Jan, Donna & lisa
XXX

BT

= 1
w« L4 ¢

S]ﬂ r1al Fﬂ/ml/ly Jame Giles
A ouncements

e~

: The Complete
!' g \ | Funeral Directors

—

Allow our family™
() to care for your family

BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY L)

FUNERAL PLANS

01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to FUNERAL
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247 DIRECTORS

You can call us on 01 527 588688 An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your ; X PP
telephone contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost
reception@bullivantmedia.com

Prices start from just E4E]

(inc Vat)

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

- “A famtly concern ‘2

re.co.uk
emall admm(’thomasbrothers co. uk
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

Anonymous

MORTONS (

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“Where saying
goodbye means
everything”

Whatever style of funeral you're looking
for, whether direct cremation, traditional,
contemporary, or somewhere in
between, you can put your trust in us.

Available 24 hours,seven days a week

0121459 9111

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit

E !l:-‘.‘::- mortonsfunerals.co.uk

R.L.Reca

I'uncral Directors Led.

* A Family Firm Established in 1967

* Your Local, Independent Complete
Funeral Directors and Memorial
Masons

* Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
Professional Service 24 hours a day,
365 days a year

* Private Chapel of Rest

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, is never casy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
Just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come to terms with what has happened.

Whatever the occasion, why not send

your loved ones a message....

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

401527 588688
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www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239
Gold Crest

Require the following in the Redditch,

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNIS@a2h60K.co.uk

Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

—ALSO —

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639

T0 HLL?

We can offer you....

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivantiedia
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: DEP = Departure, MAJ = Major
Development

25/01152/FUL DEP
Site: Hill Cottage, Scarfield Hill, Alvechurch,
Worcestershire B48 7SF.

Proposal: Demolition of the existing buildings
(leaving the back wall as the boundary wall to No.2
Scarfield Cottage) and construction of dwelling.
The proposed development does not accord with
the provisions of the development plan in force

in the area to which the application relates.
26/00230/S73 MAJ
Site: Land West of Hither Green Lane, Redditch,
Worcestershire B98 9AZ.

Proposal: Variation of condition 16 attached

to 21/01830/FUL (approved under appeal

ref: APP/Q1825/W/24/3350905).

FROM: None of the dwellings hereby permitted
shall be occupied until the highway improvements
to the Dagnell End Road/A441 Birmingham Road
junction as shown in the PJA Drawing Ref: 2809

P 12 Rev P4 (planning permission ref: 19/00976/
HYB) have been approved in writing and completed
to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority
and is open to traffic. The junction is to include
Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation (MOVA)
signal control.

AMEND TO: Prior to the occupation of the 101st
dwelling, the highway improvements to the Dagnell
End Road/A441 Birmingham Road junction as
shown in the PJA Drawing Ref: 2809 P 12 Rev P4
(planning permission ref: 19/00976/HYB) shall
have been approved in writing and completed

to the satisfaction of the Local Planning Authority
and is open to traffic. The junction is to include
Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation (MOVA)
signal control.

25/00198/FUL DEP
Site: Woodland View, Billesley Lane, Portway,
Worcestershire B48 7HG

Proposal: Material change of use of land to use as
a residential caravan site for 4 traveller households
with a total of 6 caravans, including no more than
2 static caravans, laying of hardstanding and
erection of two amenity/dayroom buildings.

The proposed development does not accord with
the provisions of the development plan in force

in the area to which the application relates.

Appllcanon forms and plans may be

bromsgroveandreddltch gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to gov.uk
or in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B398 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Roba Metals Ltd of Kinwarton Farm Road, Arden
Forest Industrial Estate, Alcester B49 6EH is
applying to change an existing licence as follows:
To keep an extra | goods vehicles and | trailers at|
the operating centre at Unit 20, Tything Road
East, Alcester B49 6ES

'Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings):
near the operating centres who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice. Representors must at the same|
time send a copy of their representations to the
applicant at the address given at the top of this,
notice. A Guide to Making Representations is
available at: www.gov.uk/government/publica-|
tionhs/a-guid i 3 bi

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

JAMES BENJAMIN WILLIAMS
eceased

(Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having @ clam against or an
interest in the Estae of the above named,
late of 26 Newton Square Bromsgrove, B0
368, who died on 11/10/2025, are required
1o send writen pariculrs teref to e
undersigned on orbefore 210512026, ater
which date the Estate vil be distrbuted

Keeping you up to
date with all the
latest information
on Planning

Traffic

aing regard cmy 1o the ciims and

interests of

Notices, Goods

Talmsmm Vehicle Operator
3Middegte Nevark e S Alconor
NG241AQ Probate Notices.....

epr jec-
d plaints-good: hicle-operator-|

licensing

PUBLIC NOTICES

E—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity,
CA = Conservation Area, CAS= Conservation Area
Setting DEP = Departure, FP = Affects Footpath,
FPS = Footpath Setting, LB = Listed Building,
LBS = Listed Building Setting, MAJ = Major
Development

25/00749/FUL ADVSTD FPS DEP
Site: Dominion Racing Stables, Seafield Lane,
Portway, Worcestershire B48 7HL.

Proposal: Construction of an access track

from Billesley Lane to Dominion Racing stables.
The proposed development does not accord with
the provisions of the development plan in force

in the area to which the application relates.

25/01489/FUL LBS
Site: The 0Id Squash Cuurl Thicknall Lane, Hagley,
Worcestershire DY9 OHR.

Proposal: Extension of main roof slope with
dormer windows above ground floor garden room
to enlarge first floor bedrooms.

26/00086/0UT FPS DEP
Site: Land At Dusthouse Lane, Bromsgrove

B60 3AA

Proposal: Outline planning permission, with

all matters reserved except for access, for the
erection of 1no. new detached dwellings with
associated detached garage. The proposed
development does not accord with the provisions
of the development plan in force in the area to
which the application relates.

26/00252/0UT MAJ ADVSTD DEP FP
Site: Land At Packhorse Lane, Hollywood,
Worcestershire

Proposal: Outline planning application with all
matters reserved except means of site access,

for up to 110 dwellings (use class C3); sustainable
urban drainage systems; public open space and
landscaping; and all ancillary and enabling works.
The proposed development does not accord with
the provisions of the development plan in force in

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Steven Wilman trading as D.A.S Civils Ltd of|
Sulte 4 Clive House, 80 Prospect Hill,
dditch, Worcs, B97 4BY, is applying for a
licence to use The Old Dairy, Birmingham
Road, Redditch, Worcs, B97 6DY as an
operating centre for 3 goods vehicles and 0
trailers.
‘Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that|
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their reasons,
within 2| days of this notice. Representors must at
the same time send a copy of their|
representations to the applicant at the address,
given at the top of this notice.
A Guide to Making Representations is available at:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-guide-to-|
e . biecti d i

g-repi
|goods-vehicle-operator-licensing

PUBLIG NOTIGES

tices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

S

All your latest information on
: Planning Proposals, Traffic
Noi

ETHING

EL

Advertise them in

SALES & WANTS

MISCELLANEOUS
—-—

RECLINER CHAIR

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

FISHING Smock ABU

electric rise & extra large £40 chest
recline £169 Manual | waders PVC size 8
recline chair £60 £20 07791890274
High seated chair | NEW boxed Petrol
£40 Can deliver Chainsaw with
07703 925662 toolkit included £120
07704695275

BEDS NEW Doubles

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

FREE to collector
Quantity of mixed
logs 01562 341381

FREE white bath tub
with taps included
07719695685

2 x Antique Clocks
£50 for both (1x

MISCELLANEOUS
—

NEW Joules ladies
wellies. Size 8 more
like 7. Navy with
dark pink poppies
on. Ideal gardening,
walking dogs,
festivals.£10. 07840
800965

£95 Singles £59 King | CAR tyre, toyo 195 55 | stone and 1x wood | NEW Hunter ladies
size £159. Second [ RIS New unused | - both not working) | long  wellingtons.
hand doubles £49 £45 01905 778926 07719695685 Navy blue. Size 7.
Singles £29 Fridges | MOTOR Cycle carrier | 1930°S Antique Chair Ideal country walks,
£49  Freezers £59 - fits a standard car | _ £80 07719695685 festivals. Cost £120.
Can deliver 07703 towbar for carrying | ANTIQUE Stone Hot Sell  £60. 07840
925662 light / me‘ililzlg Water Bottle £25 | 800965
g 07719695685
BLOYBUIZY | swt7 3 sons | e to collector
- 5 DRIZA-BONE Single Bed as new
SHOOTING ‘Safe’, as [ Australian 07890718218
SCOOTER new, double locking, lightweight ASSORTMENT __of
police ;PPTO\’ﬁ‘; waterproof dry wax garden pots lar;e
= vel 00/ uali idi q
Go-Go Elite £1r2)6 gTel: q07933 ;ll‘il:E K::::L le?gat‘a £20 small from £5
Traveller 245121 Fits 12-16. Rear vent | 07443528763
4 wheel type BABY cot Wooden | covers horse rump. | HIGH Chair sturdy
Folds up for car with  sliding side | As new. £60. 07840 | but lightweight
Charger access, ideal spare | 800965 folding frame, with
New batteries or VGC single 1 table,
Range 10 miles no mattress £20 Tel | ped mattress. With | cushion & = straps.
Could deliver _07925170951 | flame retard label . | Excellent clean
SQUARE cane table No marks.£20 fully condition. £25 01527
£26° with glass top 46 x sprung. 07977913225 878388
07584932645 46 x 54cm £15 Tel
07925170951 WANTED
% L
DYSON upright DC07
FREE to collect Green

leather sofa 01527
66380

TRAILER jack side
wind bolt on new

vacuum cleaner £20
Tel 07925170951
PAPER shredder £5
Tel 07925170951
DUNLOP men’s golf
shoes black, size 10

condition P Only worn 4 times,

3322]890;%1 51 £1500 07769690989
—————————— | FREE to collector
NURSING Chair £25 |~ Quantity of mixed

07719695685 _ logs 01562 341381

L

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items

If your item is valued at

not acknowledge comments but will make the area to which the application relates. £500 or less —its

these available for inspection online.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—_—

Warwickshire County Coun

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

TOTHALL LANE, DUNNINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
jct with Dunnington Lane to jct with School Rd.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to rebuild
hydrant chamber.

Order Commences: 23 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 25 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Tothall Lane, School Road,
Salford Road, Dunnington Road, Broom Lane and
vice versa.

Contractor: GTM South, Tel: 0845 504 0123.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 19 March 2026

26/00075/FUL CALB
Slte 112 High Street, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire

Proposal Insert door for new rear entrance.

26/00076/LBC LB CA
Site: 112 High Street, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire
EZ.

61 8EZ.
Proposal: Insert door for new rear entrance.

26/00231/FUL CAS
Site: Moorhens, Stoke Pound Lane, Stoke Prior,
Worcestershire B60 4LQ.

Proposal: Two storey side extension.

26/00016/FUL CALBS
Site: BT Telecommunications, Birmingham Road,
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire

Proposal: Installation of 1No. BT Street Hub Unit
and associated advertisement panels on either side
of the unit.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

All your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

Observer

The

"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or

alternatively email your free ad to; fr ds@bulli dia.com

r - - -
§Free Lineage (items upto va/ue £500) |Paid 101 Boxed Ad (Items of any value)
1 Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

I (MAX 15 WORDS) 1
1 |
] [ |
] |
1 Tel: 1
1 Details (Not for Publication): [}
I Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial Surname 1
I Address 1
1 1
: Postcode :
1 Tel: Mobile I
§ Email 1
1 | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £ 1
1 or alternatively 1
1 Please debit my card for £ Delta 1
1 Credit Card Number :
= Start: I
§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if 1
I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, 1
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisementto I
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com 1
e o o o - - - - - - —— i

FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in

a boxed advertisement
for just

£5.75 (inc vat)

3 PIECE
SUITE

brown leather,
perfect
condition
as new

£550

can deliver
Telephone
10234 567890

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)

[
aiirs
il

7]
il
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
.

41\ My Clean Gutters

100%| & (.

Freephone: USUU 01663373
Birmingham 0121 652 0374
Redditen: 01527 900 787
Mosite: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH(
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmithi@live.co.uk

1794168 i 21 B
-

Pownn"t forget fo
advertise. call

01527 5886388

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

C&M Decorators

Father and Son * Interior and Exterior
32 years experience * Fully Insured

Tel 01527 576136
Mob 07850 380162

%! | GARDENING
SERVICES

LAWNMOWING,
WEEDING,
HEDGE TRIMMING,
FENCE PAINTING ETC

No job too small
Locally based

can 07912 852290

GARDENING
SERVICES

JFS

Garden Services

Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tre Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing,
Domestic, Commercial enuiries welcome,

For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

KITCHENS
—

S.w
INSTALLATIONS

Kitchens &
Bathrooms

FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATI

(Supply & fit, supply only or fit only)

LOCAL TRADESMAN

20YRS EXPERIENCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL
07971 684 353

LOGS
—

FOR SALE
Mainly Ash
£120, £220, £390
loads delivered

Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered
Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken

Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our
website

www.rbtimber.uk

LANDSCAPING
—

DA ALOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing + Slabbing * Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds ¢ Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

0187 81044 071 T8 2816

REMOVALS/
STORAGE

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

E—

House moves local & long distance
Collgction and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDUGO835

Ti01527 514 666 M:07843 854 269
ManWithaVianRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

ROOFING
—

JILDING

LLS ROOFEF

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local

Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325

SERVIC

ROOFING
—

WEATHER SBGUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big or
too small

Fully guaranteed
and insured

Written quotes
available

Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,

Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

_@_ Mobile: 07467159012
A=/ Office: 015271962 972

infu@weatherguards_ervices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
—

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
cial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts o

please ask when ordering

Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

{ T * No room for a skip.
-~ Sl Book our man with a van

service

* Prompt reliable service

* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

i’f;’é @

CaII 01 527 63644
Or visit us at:
&

www.redditchskiphire.com
SKIP HIRE
[

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354
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Our Classified pages are full of
Experts waiting to heilp!



LANDMARK

Q/' LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB
. Blm:k Pavmg Palms * Slabbing * Driveways
* Turfing * Gravelli
* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fem:lng

rs - No Deposit

P Checkatradecc Go glel I

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: JAMES Lemon
scored a brace as Drotiwich
Spa reignited their title chal-
lenge with a dominant 3-0 vic-
tory against Cirencester Town
in midweek.

Lemon struck either side of
the break after Perry Moss put
the home side ahead at the King
George Playing Fields.

The result means Droitwich
sit third in the Hellenic League
Premier Division table, three points
behind leaders Slimbridge.

Droitwich defender Lewis Phillips
made his 200th appearance for
Spa becoming the sixth player in
Andy Crowther’s squad to reach
the milestone.

Spa survived a scare on the quar-
ter-hour mark when goalkeeper
Joe Stockton brought down Harlie
Price with the Cirencester player
through on goal.

The referee opted against show-
ing Stockton a red card and bran-
dished a yellow card in the goal-
keeper’s direction who saved the
resulting free-kick.

And Droitwich broke the dead-
lock against the run of play on
18 minutes as Moss finished from
close range to put the Saltmen in
front.

Spa doubled their lead five min-
utes later when Lemon found the
net following a scramble in the
box.

Lemon doubled his tally for the
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Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning

33 Years Experience in Horticulture with a
local major Garden Centre

CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Spa respond to Tuffley setback
with victory against Cirencester

game after the break on 55 min-
utes when he prodded home from
close range following some pinball
in the penalty area.

And Spa comfortably saw out
the remaining minutes to exact
revenge on Cirencester after losing
5-1 in the reverse fixture back in
November.

That came after Droitwich suf-
fered a 3-2 defeat away at play-

off hopefuls Tuffley Rovers last
weekend.

Tuffley raced into a two-goal lead
courtesy of a brace from Karnell
Chambers before Cory Rudd halved
the deficit and Ben Tilbury levelled
the game after the break at Glevum
Park.

However, a late goal from Harley
Mustoe condemned Spa to a sixth
league defeat of the season to dent

the Saltmen’s title challenge.

Crowther’s side could have taken
the lead inside the first 20 seconds
as Moss headed James Baldwin’s
cross narrowly wide.

However, Tuffley broke the dead-
lock on 13 minutes when Chambers
produced an emphatic finish from
close range after Spa failed to
properly clear their lines.

The home side went close again

minutes later as Kieran Alder
spurned a glorious chance to
double Tuffley’s lead with only
Droitwich goalkeeper Stockton to
beat.

Tuffley eventually extended their
lead on 18 minutes when Chambers
intercepted Jay Sauntson’s stray
pass and raced clear of the Spa
defence to score.

However, Droitwich halved the
deficit on 29 minutes as Rudd
looped Nathan Binner’s corner into
the net with his head at the back
post.

The teams traded chances after
the break as Anton Robinson denied
Alex Dugmore before Stockton
kept out Mustoe at the other end.

Robinson kept Tuffley in front
later in the half as he saved from
Rudd when one-on-one after
Dugmore hit the woodwork.

The Tuffley stopper also denied
Charlie Tilley with an acrobatic stop
before Tilbury eventually blasted
Spa level on 69 minutes with a con-
trolled finish from 20-yards out.

However, the home side stole the
points six minutes later as Mustoe
headed in from a free-kick which
left Stockton with no chance.

Spa almost drew level at the
death only for Tilley to see his
effort ruled out for offside.

Droitwich are next in action
against Highworth Town on
Saturday, March 21 with kick-off
at 3pm at the King George Playing
Fields.

James Lemon scored twice for
Droitwich against Cirencester.
Picture by Mathew Mason.

Yokohama
Authorised
Tyre
pealer

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK

\‘

JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

® Engine

— — [E[DAWANR

tuning

MOT preparation and submission
for final MOT

Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

I ® Cam belt replacement
SHERRLIC ® Clutch Replacement
@ General repairs
@ Welding
® Servicing
@ Insurance work welcome
® Supply and fit all parts for all

makes & models

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmin;ham, B45 8NE
0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



