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Hanbury Road homes
bid ignites opposition

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

CONTROVERSIAL plans have
been lodged seeking permis-
sion to build up to 475 homes
in Droitwich.

An outline planning application for
a site on land at Hanbury Road, sub-
mitted to Wychavon District Council
by Ainscough Strategic Land, has
faced a backlash from residents and
councillors.

The agricultural fields, bordered
by hedgerows and mature trees, and
near the M5 motorway, span 22.05ha
— the size of 30 football pitches.

The application earmarks 40 per
cent of the development’s homes as
affordable and includes new open
space, play areas and allotments.

The site is allocated for ‘residen-
tial urban extension’ in the South
‘Worcestershire development plan
and is expected to become part of
the development plan review.

Worcestershire County council-
lor Seb James, who opposes the
plan, helped organise a meeting
at Droitwich Community Hall on
Wednesday to hear residents’ con-
cerns.

He vowed to continue to fight
the application, adding: “Droitwich
and the surrounding villages are an

Coun Dan Birch, left, and SaltFest organiser Simon Berry are looking forward to

welcoming the crowds to the Easter Kids Fun Fest.
Picture by Marcus Mingins 1326005MMR2

incredibly special part of the world.
This development challenges this.

“I am lobbying colleagues in high-
ways, education — and Severn Trent
— to put pen to paper and object to
this. The central government hous-
ing targets are a stain on our rural
communities, forcing development
at the cost of our green spaces and
infrastructure.”

A transport assessment and travel
plan, commissioned by Ainscough,
concluded the proposed development

is considered acceptable in transport
and planning terms.

Traffic impact assessments in the
report claim the development would
not have a material impact on the
highways network or give rise to
highways-related issues. The docu-
ment stated the local highway net-
work did not have a poor safety
record and said there was no evi-
dence to suggest the development
would adversely affect road safety or
accident levels.

EASTER LARKS: There
will be plenty of egg-citing
activities and free things
to do in Droitwich’s Vines
Park over easter weekend.

The Easter Kids Fun
Fest returns, from 10am to
5.30pm on Saturday and
Sunday, April 4 and 5.

Activities will include
pony rides, hook-a-duck,
bouncy castles, canal boat
trips, wrestling matches,
children’s rides, arts and
crafts, a class and per-
formance from ENTW9
Dance, a boxing display, a
magic show and, of course,
an easter egg hunt.

Stalls from local cre-
atives and traders will sell

arts, crafts, pick-and-mix
sweets, other food and
drink and more.

This year’s special
guests will be The Saltwic
Viking Re-enactment
Soc-iety which will shed
light on Viking village life
through storytelling and
battle scenes.

Other special visi-
tors include former West
Mercia Police dogs, from
Ruff Recruits Dog Training
and Recruitment, spon-
sored by councillor Dan
Birch.

Visit: saltfestdroitwich.
co.uk/easter-kids-fun-fest
for more on the event.

Resident Alan Bourne, who con-
tacted Coun James about the devel-
opment, said: “Residents have already
raised concerns for years about driver
behaviour along the B4090 Hanbury
Road. This proposal to develop will
be dangerous and bring so much con-
gestion to the B4090, and congestion
at Hanbury Street in the town.

“Residents in Droitwich have
already seen a town explode without
added infrastructure.”

The applicants state they antici-

pate a ‘section 106’ agreement with
district and county councils, to miti-
gate infrastructure imapct, unless
conditions on the development can
resolve that concern.

They acknowledge a likely impact
on local infrastructure but claim,
when considered alongside proposed
mitigation and enhancement mea-
sures — it would ‘not be significant
or demonstrable and not outweigh
the scheme’s substantial public ben-
efits’.
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Hear the latest

THE REDDITCH and Bromsgrove Talking Newspaper
(RBTN) is appealing for people to join its ranks in two
key roles.

The charity is made up of volunteers and provides
weekly audio recordings for those who are blind, have
visual impairments or struggle to hold or read a regular
newspaper.

Each edition of the talking newspaper features local
and county news, sport, local history, weather, a quiz,
advice, exercise sections and more.

The RBTN is looking for cuttings editors and USB
copying operators.

The Cuttings Editor role involves people working
on their computer at home, choosing, extracting and
occasionally editing interesting articles/stories ('cut-
tings’) from local newspapers and sending them out for
readers to record for the week’s edition.

Each person would be on duty once-a-month and the
role takes around eight hours, spread across several
days. People need reasonable computer skills (eg Word
and basic working on Excel spreadsheets).

Eventually, they would need to be good at work-
ing on their own and to deadlines, especially on a
Wednesday.

The USB Copying role entails attending the RBTN
office in Redditch on a Friday morning, loading the
current week’s edition from the Internet onto USB
sticks, placing USBs in individual postal wallets and
then taking the post bags to the Redditch sorting office.
This role is also once a month, usually for around two
hours and anyone undertaking it would need to have
reasonable computing skills and be good at, eventu-
ally, working on their own, and to deadlines, on Friday
mornings,

A spokesperson for the Redditch and Bromsgrove
Talking Newspaper urged anyone wanting to find out
more to email redbromtn@gmail.com or call 01527
517165.

Visit redditchbromsgrovetalkingnewspaper.co.uk to
listen to the latest edition of the talking newspaper.

A CHARITY football match
held as part of Redditch
man Bryan Mori’s fundrais-
ing for VICTA has raised
§400 for the cause.

The match took place at The
Hayes 3G pitch in Kings Norton
and was contested by a team
from Mind The Gap (MTG)
VICTA and Bromsgrove-based
not-for-profit team Hope 4
Hearts.

VICTA is a small national
charity helps children and
young adults with sight loss by
giving them an opportunity to
engage in sport on their terms,
whether for fun, social connec-
tion or competition.

Admission to the event was
free and donations were wel-
comed.

More than 60 people turned
up to watch the match and both
teams had a total of 15 players
each.

Mind The Gap (MTG) VICTA,
who Bryan turned out for, won
the game 4-0.

Bryan said: “But the result
wasn’t the main factor it was
the reason we was there to
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Charity match helps
bring in the vital cash

The teams lined up for the charity match organised by Bryan Mori in aid of VICTA.
Picture by Marcus Mingins 0826002MMR

raise money and awareness.”

Bryan will be also taking on
the London Marathon on April
26 and he has set himself a fun-
draising target of £2,250 which
he is now just $270 off.

But he wants to raise as much
as possible for the charity.

He said: “Not long now until

the big day of the London
Marathon.

“I am nervous but excited
because I'm not doing this just
for myself but I'm also doing
this for a great cause and to
raise money for VICTA which
helps partially blind and blind
children to give them a fair

opportunity in life as everyone
deserves.

“l also want to thank the
Standard for publicising my
event and marathon.”

Visit  2026tcslondonmara-
thon.enthuse.com/pf/bryan-
mori for more and to donate to
Bryan’s fundraising page.

DAY TRIPS 2026
Tuesday 7th April Abergavenny

Elgar Coaches Tours
GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

£26

Saturday 11th April Tulleys Tulip Garden

£49

£38

Wednesday 15th April Blossom Trail including 2 course Carvery
Saturday 18th April Clarks Village & Wells.

£28 A e

Saturday 25th April, Saturday 23rd May, Saturday 27th June, Thursday 30th July,

£28 Adult £22 Child

Saturday 5th September Weston Super Mare
Saturday 9th May Harry Potter Studio Tour

£95 Adult £90 Child

1\

Sunday 17th May RHS Garden Bridgewater with Cream Tea £58
Saturday 30th May or Wednesday 19th August Barry Island £28 Adult £22 Child
Sunday 2nd August Liverpool — The Beatles Story £46
Saturday 19th September Andre Rieu £135
Sunday 4th October Abba Voyage @ Abba Arena, London seated matinee performance ... ...£135
Sunday 18th October Westlife 25 The Anniversary World Tour bp pulse LIVE Birmingham.... ..£139

Plus many more including Seasides, Markets and Cities. We also do gift vouchers.

We regularly update our Day trips brochure throughout the year.

23rd April Coastal Escape to Cornwall Staying at The Falmouth Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes
a Peninsula Tour and a half day excursion to Truro 5 Days from £599
8th May May on the English Riviera Staying at the Belgrave Sands, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes
an excursion to Plymouth 4 Days from £395 start a new hObb)’
5th June Northumbria Coast with Puffin Cruise & Seabirds Staying at the Copthorne Hotel, Newcastle,
Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Includes Boat Cruise 4 Days from £355
22 June Island Getaway in Ryde, Isle of Wight Staying at The Royal Esplanade Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
Also includes excursion to either Osbourne House or Cowes and a Scenic Island Tour.................... 5 Days from £495

3rd July Norfolk — The Magical Waterland and Royal Retreat. Staying at Wensum Valley Golf and Country Club Hotel,

Norwich. Includes Dinner Bed & Breakfast and an exclusive tour of Sandringham House, a trip on the

Bure Valley steam railway and a leisurely Broads Cruise

Plus many more

For our 2026 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

01905 333349

‘We also do private hire phone us
for your bespoke price.

4 Days from £525
20th July Warners Alveston Hall, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to Nantwich and Chester..5 Days from £520

“ssa

i | self storage

association
United Kingdom

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

O

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

y -

We can help you move house, build an extension or

Beyond
Storage

J

See
page
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Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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Remembering
pandemic losses

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A NEW memorial dedicated to those
affected by the Covid 19 pandemic
has been installed in Bromsgrove,
following a national day of reflec-
tion.

Bromsgrove District Council has added the
memorial at Bromsgrove Old Cemetery, near
the entrance off Crabtree Lane.

It will provide a quiet place for residents to
reflect, remember those who lost their lives
and acknowledge the lasting impact of the
pandemic on the local community.

The memorial marks six years since the
pandemic began, in March 2020, and recog-
nises the profound effect it had on individu-
als, families and communities.

Bromsgrove District joins a national pro-
gramme of commemoration, encouraging
communities to remember lives lost and the
sacrifices made to protect one another.

Residents will be able to personalise the
memorial by requesting a metal plaque bear-
ing a message of remembrance. Civic mes-
sages of thanks have also been included, rec-
ognising the dedication of the NHS, funeral
directors, volunteers and other key workers
who supported residents and kept essential
services running during an incredibly chal-
lenging time.

Bromsgrove District Council chairman,
councillor Sam Evans, said: “Six years on
from the start of the pandemic, this memo-
rial offers a place for quiet reflection and
remembrance.

“It is a way for our community to come
together to remember those we lost, to rec-
ognise the sacrifices made and to acknowl-
edge the kindness and resilience shown by so
many during a very difficult period.”

The memorial was installed on Monday and
is now open to the public.

Call the council’s bereavement services
team on 015627 62174 or email bereave
ment@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk for
more on personalised inscriptions.

Droitwich S
High.Sch
_-student Ma
S Kenny, 14, wit

co-headteachers
Claire Moss and
Gemma Lloyd
Davies. Picture by
Marcus Mingins
1326003MMR
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Memorial. Picture/BjMarcus Mingins 1
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A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
RELIABLE SERVICE...

Locks
Hinges

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
elp is here!

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

Call us for a free quote

Mirrors
Misted Glass
Safety Glass
Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs

UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering

SADDLING UP: Students
from Droitwich Spa High

Student Matthew Kenny,

who is also communications

is aimed at inspiring fami-
lies to make active journeys

UPGRADE

SUPPLIED
& FITTED

Patio Doors French Doors

School have been taking officer for Droitwich Cycling, to boost health, improve air YOUR OLD Front Doors Back Doors
partin the Walk Wheel Cycle Walking and Wheeling quality and discover how .

Trust's Big Walk and Wheel ~Group, said there had been those changes make a dif- U.p.\.cC. Composn:e Doors

2026 an amazing response. ference. WINDOWS

Pupils and staff were
urged to walk, wheel, cycle
or scoot to school as part of
the UK’s biggest inter-school
active travel challenge,
which began on March 16
and ends today (Friday).

“In the last fortnight, there
have been 2,000 active travel
journeys made to and from
the school, putting Droitwich
Spa High 20th in the coun-
try,” said Matthew.

The Big Walk and Wheel

This is the 17th year the
annual event, sponsored by
Schwalbe Tyres UK limited,
has taken place.

There are prizes on offer
for schools, which log their
pupils’ active journeys.

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Card payments accepted |"f~AY:Y

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

SPECIALISTS IN

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding

ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust
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Will YOU be in the running?

THIS YEAR’S Wythall and
Hollywood Fun Run is now just
over two months away.

And, with the ‘early bird price
offer’ ending at midnight this
Monday, March 30, runners are
urged to get in quick to take
advantage of the discount.

On race day, Sunday, June 7,
Participants will have the chance
to take on the 5K or 10K course
and there is also the Families
on Track where different family
members join forces to run a relay
style race.

The fun run is a friendly, wel-
coming event which is suitable for
all ages and abilities.

This year, there will be a new
10K route, taking runners through
even more beautiful countryside.

All runners start together, creat-
ing a great atmosphere and plenty
of encouragement. The routes
then split, with the 5K staying
fairly flat.

The event is supported by world
champion and Olympic medallist
Steve Cram CBE and the Events
of the North team.

It is supported by
‘Worcestershire County Council’s
Public Health Team and we are
the official media partner.

Mr Cram said: “Wythall and Hollywood Fun
Run stands out as an inclusive and uplifting
event.

“Its friendly atmosphere and supportive
spirit make it ideal for runners of all levels,
whether you are just starting your journey or
hoping to improve your best time.

“It is exactly the kind of grassroots celebra-
tlon that shows how enjoyable running can
be.

Coun Satinder Bell, Worcestershire County
Council’s cabinet member for health and well-
being, added the Wythall and Hollywood Fun

Run was about much more than a race.

“It brings people together, strengthens com-
munity spirit and inspires healthier ways of
living.

“We are grateful to all our partners whose
hard work and enthusiasm play such an impor-
tant role in making this event a success.”

This year, finishers will all be awarded a
newly designed metal medal - a distinctive
keepsake to celebrate their achievement.

Visit wythallhollywoodfunrun.org.uk for
more, to sign up and to see the new route.

The Wythall and Hollywood Fun Run
returns on June 7. s
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Residents turn
out to share
views on plans

AROUND 80 Wythall residents turned
out to a public meeting, held by
County Councillor Adam Kent, to
voice concerns about overdevelop-
ment.

Bromsgrove MP Bradley Thomas is
joining forces with Coun Kent to ‘fight
back against the increase in development
in the village’.

This comes after Bromsgrove District
Council consulted from June to October
2025 on a draft Development Strategy to
control long-term growth in the area.

‘Wythall was earmarked to take 1,295
houses across three sites — land south of
Houndsfield Lane, a parcel east of Lea
Green Lane and land south of Station
Road.

The influx of housing has caused out-
rage among villagers with many claiming
local infrastructure cannot cope.

During the meeting, at Hollywood Golf
Club, residents could raise their con-
cerns with Coun Kent and Mr Thomas,
who encouraged residents to make their
opposition known by commenting on
the planning applications submitted to
Bromsgrove District Council.

Residents said Wythall was also being
impacted by cross-border development
too, with more houses being built in
Solihull

Afterwa:ds, Mr Thomas said: “The mes-

sage from the public meeting was loud
and clear - Wythall says no to overdevel-
opment.

“The village is facing a barrage of
speculative housing applications because
developers have been emboldened by the
government’s housing policy.

“My constituents and I aren’t NIMBYs.
‘We all except the need for new houses,
but not on the scale the government is
imposing on us.

“The government should build on
brownfield land first and provide commu-
nities with the infrastructure that will be
needed before any houses are built.”

Coun Kent added: “It’s quite clear from
the meeting the residents of Wythall see
the current avalanche of planning applica-
tions as deeply concerning both in terms
of scale and inappropriate locations with
a distinct lack of infrastructure.

“With over a dozen potential sites
already in play, we could see planning
applications increasing the size of Wythall
by over 60 per cent.”

He said that, coupled with large scale
Solihull developments, there was ‘a major
problem looming’.

And he called on the district council to
open immediate discussions with neigh-
bouring South Warwickshire to find far
more sustainable solution to the area’s
housing needs and at a more appropriate
scale.

|

01789 415111 07729 689239 www.hi

ALL PRODUCTS
HAVE A 10 YEAR

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

INSURANCE
BACKED

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Fully fitted

COmpetltwe Prices

BILL MOORE
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1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Sex offender given
22-year sentence

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE PARENTS of a girl who
spoke out about a serious
sexual assault she was sub-
jected to have praised her
bravery after her attacker
was jailed for 22 years.

Stephen Jeffries, from Northfield,
abused three girls over almost two
decades, with those he targeted
aged as young as 11.

The 35-year-old, described by the
judge as ‘a most dangerous offend-
er’, was put on the sexual offender
register for life and given a sexual
harm prevention order until further
notice.

He was arrested after a break-in
at a Birmingham home in December
2024 during which a girl was sexu-
ally assaulted. Using forensic evi-
dence, investigators identified a
suspect within days and arrested
Jeffries at home on December 12,

Specialist officers worked with
the girl and her family to establish
what she had been through.

After the sentence, the girl’s
parents shared victim statements
given to the court. Her father had
said: “Life is incredibly challenging
for women who regularly face a
world where their safety and dig-
nity are threatened. I deeply admire
my daughter for her courage in

standing up against this injustice
— it truly reflects her remarkable
strength and character. No parent
should ever have to watch their
child endure this kind of pain. While
no sentence or decision can undo
the harm that has been done, I hope
the court will take into account the
devastating impact this crime has
had - not just on her but on all of
us who love her.

“I want justice, not just for my
family but also to send a message to
others — actions like this cannot and
will not be tolerated.”

Brave

The grl’'s mother had told the
court: “Stephen Jeffries may have
found her at her most vulnerable
that night but what he did not real-
ise is what a brave girl she truly is.

“The same strong girl that spoke
up, she has done what most adults
cannot face doing, let alone a minor,
her braveness is why we are all
stood in this room today to ensure
consequences are faced.”

She added, no matter what sen-
tence he received, it would not be
as long as the one her daughter has
been given - for the rest of her life.

Jeffries was further charged with
sexually assaulting two other girls
during offences dating back to
between 2005 and 2024.

At Birmingham Crown Court
the judge, His Honour Judge Dean
Kershaw, commended the bravery

snap fitness #7/”

of the victims and their families in
the case. In passing a sentence of
22 years in custody and eight years
on an extended licence, the judge
described Jeffries as being a very
high risk to the public.

He added, he imposed the extend-
ed sentenc protect the public.

Det Sgt Nicky Simms, from West
Midlands Police’s public protection
unit, said the victims and their fami-
lies had remained strong and com-
mitted during the entire process.

“Their strength, fortitude and
resilience attending every court
hearing has meant we have been
able to bring a dangerous and devi-
ant perpetrator to justice,” said
Simms.

“It is down to the courage and
bravery of these victims reporting
and recounting the horrific details
of the crimes committed against
them - alongside the support and
dedication of officers — that ensured
that the defendant had no option
but to enter guilty pleas.

“This sentence means he has now
been imprisoned and is unable to
harm others.”

The detective urged other victims
of abuse to report it to the police
adding, even years after an attack
or sexual abuse has ended, officers
will listen and can give support to
victims to help them work through
cases and, hopefully, to bring per-
petrators to justice.

Visit westmidlands.police.uk to
report a rape or sexual abuse.

| o y 2
Stephen Jeffries was jailed for 22 years at Birmin

Court and has had a further eight years’ extended licence placed

upon him. s
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Residents in Rowney
Green are calling for

Residents
demand action
on pavement
parking issue

a clampdown on the
problem. s =

—

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

RESIDENTS in Rowney
Green are calling for West
Mercia Police to clamp down

One man, who did not want to
be named, reported two cars which
left little room on the path on
Rowney Green Lane, near the vil-
lage hall, bus stop and junction with
Newbourne Hill.

He said: “It’s a busy section of
road where a pavement is needed

to keep pedes-
trians safe.

on pavement parking.
“More often

VINYL RECORD & CD FAIR| 5 “scn
BROMSGROVE o oS
SUNDAY 29™ MARCH | cery ‘i
9am - 3pm
BROMSGROVE HOTEL & SPA

chairs, wheel-
chairs or any
other mobility
devices — I have
to walk in the

B610JB e i [ vl
45+ Table Event / Cafe / Free Parking* He reported
the problem

WE BUY VINYL & HIFI STEREO EQUIPMENT
CALL BEN ON 01527 873014 / 07832 247109
*www.midlandsrecordfairs.co.uk

to officers and
checks he car-
ried out on

the Driver and Vehicle Licensing
Agency website showed the tax and
MoT status of one of the cars was
two weeks out of date.

The issue was also discussed at
a meeting of the Rowney Green
Association.

Councillor Adam Kent, who rep-
resents Wythall on Worcestershire
County Council, has campaigned
against pavement parking in the
past.

He said: “I managed to get pave-
ment parking restrictions put on
a section of Shawhurst Lane in
‘Wythall but then, when it was con-
sulted on, residents and businesses
said there was no other space to
park.

“It was also found that people
would park on pavements where
there wasn’t a ban, so it just moved
the issue down the road.”

He added, often action taken
against pavement parking depend-
ed on the individual police safer-
neighbourhood team, and said some
officers would ticket cars.

“But that can only be done if the
person is sufficiently far over on

the pavement to block wheelchairs
and pushchairs, and you can get a
police officer to come out, see it for
themselves and issue the ticket.
“My solution would be to include
pavement parking in [the police’s]
Operation Snap, so people could
submit photographs or footage in
the same way they do for dangerous
driving and jumping red lights.
“Drivers could be prosecuted in
that way, based on the evidence.”

Ban

Currently, pavement parking is
banned in London and new pow-
ers are set to be given to councils
across England later this year to
ban it in designated areas.

Coun Kent added: “The problem
is, in London public transport is a
lot more reliable and less people
there own cars, so it works.

“That’s not the same in
‘Worcestershire, most of the roads
in these areas were built in the
1950s and ’60s, when people were
lucky to have one car, but now some
households have three or four.”

SgtLukeJackson, fromAlvechurch
and Wythall safer neighbourhood
team, said: “We are aware of con-
cerns around parking in Rowney
Green and are monitoring the situ-
ation.

“Officers have been out to the
area to engage with residents and
have given advice on safe parking.

“We are also working with local
partners on the issue, and to estab-
lish whether there are safe alterna-
tives that avoid parking on pave-
ments and still allow enough room
for emergency vehicles to pass
through.”

B A PERSON has died after an
incident near Alvechurch Railway
Station.

Police and paramedics rushed
to the line just before 5pm on
Thursday last week, follow-
ing reports of a casualty on the
tracks.

Paramedics also attended but
the person was pronounced dead
at the scene.

The British Transport Police
told the Standard the incident is
not being treated as suspicious.

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

o/

/7> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

0 =
/~ pound for £ they ™.

.,\\\are the best!
ACARNGH

s

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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ABOVE: Bromsgrove MP Bradley Thomas with Gareth and Lucy Lloyd, the owners
of the winning venue - The Gate at Bournheath. s RIGHT: Mr Thomas with Bremi’s
general manager Alfie and co-owner Jason Pirie. s

BROMSGROVE MP Bradley
Thomas has revealed his 2026
‘Pub of the Year’ following a
vote by the public.

The popular competition returned
after its inaugural one last year.
Licensees flocked to put forward
their venues and, likewise, 1,060
local residents voted.

This year’s winner is the inde-
pendent, family-owned pub and res-
taurant, The Gate in Bournheath.

Finishing in second place is
Bremi’s in Aston Fields and The
Neighbourhood in Rubery came
third.

Mr Thomas passed on his con-
gratulations to The Gate.

“It’s fantastic the top three are
all independent businesses - some-
thing we can all celebrate.

“A big thank you to all the pubs
that took part and to everyone who
voted and supported their local.

“We must keep continuing to
support our pubs and hospitality
businesses.”

He added it remained a chal-
lenging time for hospitality venues
which were under more pressure
than ever before.

The Gate is owned by Gareth and
Lucy Lloyd and is managed by Jon,
Rachael and Sarah.

As well as celebrating their win,
the pub will also be raising a glass
to mark its 50th anniversary this

ear.
Gareth said: “We're absolutely
delighted to be named Bromsgrove
and the Villages’ Pub of the Year
2026, especially as we celebrate
our milestone 50th anniversary.

“The Gate has been at the heart
of the community since 1976, when
Chris and Jan Lloyd first took it on,
and we're incredibly proud to con-
tinue that legacy today.

“As the next generation, we're
committed to keeping that same
welcoming spirit alive - alongside
great food, well-kept drinks, and
a place people genuinely enjoy
spending time in.

“The recent completion of our
new restaurant has been an exciting
step forward for us, allowing us to
build on what we offer while stay-
ing true to who we are - all made
possible by our fantastic team.

“We're so grateful to everyone
who voted for us - this award really
belongs to the whole community
that has supported us over the last
50 years.”

The MP also presented Callum
Headland from The Neighbourhood in
Rubery the prize for third place. s
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Plug is
pulled
on beer
festival

THIS YEAR’S Bromsgrove
Beer Festival has been
cancelled.

The organisers -
Redditch and Bromsgrove
CAMRA (Campaign for
Real Ale) said it was not
financially viable to con-
tinue the event in its cur-
rent format but added
there are plans to bring it
back next year.

The event, traditionally
held in the last weekend
of June to coincide with
the Bromsgrove Festival,
has become a popular
extravaganza for connois-
seurs of real ale, craft
beers, cider and perry and
pulled in the crowds.

Options are being
explored to change the
format but, unfortunate-
ly, there was not time to
put them in place for this
summer.

The events team said
they hoped members
would support the other
CAMRA festivals in the
area, alongside local pubs,
adding they would use the
time between now and
next summer to create
a new-look Bromsgrove
Beer Festival for 2027.

*Easter Egg Hunt

Sat 28th March - Sun 5th April

4pm (please arrive for trail by 3.30pm)

10am

Find the eggs around
the grounds or crack
the puzzle on the
abbey site. Collect a
chocolate treat.

Needle Mill Lane, Riverside, Redditch, B98 8HY
www.forgemill.org.uk 01527 62509

FORGE MILL
NEEDLE MUSEUM
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Every little helps
donation drive

CUSTOMERS at Redditch’s Tesco can help
families facing financial difficulty during
the easter school holidays by picking up
an extra bag to put through the checkout.

Donation bags costing §2 to §5, are pre-
packed with healthy, long-life food items.

They will be available in every large
Tesco in and around Redditch during the
easter break, from Monday to April 12,
to make donating the most-needed items
to the charities FareShare and The Felix
Project and Trussell easier than ever.

Trussell says foodbank use remains 45
per cent higher than in 2019, before the
Covid pandemic, with foodbanks in the
Trussell community providing the equiva-
lent of one parcel every 12 seconds last
year.

Parents are among the people shoulder-
ing the heaviest burden, according to the
charity, as families with children received
almost two-thirds of all foodbank parcels
in 2025.

FareShare and The Felix Project have
recently merged to become the UK’s lead-
ing food redistribution charity, providing
good-to-eat surplus food to more than
8,000 charities and community groups —
83 per cent of which support families with
children.

Customers can donate long-life items
to FareShare and The Felix Project and
Trussell but the most needed products are
tinned meat and fish, long-life fruit juice,
cooking and pasta sauces, tinned vegeta-
bles and tinned and dried soup.

Charlotte Hill, chief executive at
FareShare and The Felix Project, said:
“These pre-packed donation bags make it
easy for shoppers to donate long-life items
that help charities and make a real differ-
ence to families in need.”

Other key items that can be donated
include pasta, rice and noodles, cereal and
porridge, tea and coffee, sponge and rice
pudding plus UHT and powdered milk.

y ; Gk
David and Georgina, from Chapman Opticians, with some of the donated books. s

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

AN INDEPENDENT opti-
cian in Bromsgrove has
helped put more than
1,500 books into the hands
of children who need them
most after a highly suc-
cessful community drive.

The Childrens’ Book project,
run across Chapman Opticians’
six practices, invited patients,
the public and schools to donate
children’s books.

The response exceeded expec-
tations and the 1,500-plus vol-
umes will be redistributed to
children who may not otherwise
have had books of their own.

The campaign not only high-
lighted community generosity
but also raised awareness of the
link between good vision and
child literacy.

Clear vision plays a crucial
role in a child’s ability to read
confidently and enjoy books.
Undetected problems can make
reading more difficult, in turn
affecting learning, confidence
and long-term education.

Donations were received from
a wide range of contributors
including local families, patients
and several schools, reflecting
a strong community spirit and
shared commitment to support-
ing young people.

Chapman Opticians managing
director Andy Chapman said:
“We have been genuinely over-
whelmed by the response to our
book drive.

“To collect over 1,500 books
is a fantastic achievement and a
real testament to the generosity
of our local community.”

He said there was more than
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just books at the heart of the
campaign, adding: “It’s about
giving children the opportunity
to develop a love of reading while
also recognising how important
good vision is in supporting their
learning and confidence.

“We're incredibly proud to
play a small part in making that
possible.”

The books will now be dis-
tributed by the Children’s Book
Project to children and families
across the UK, helping to ensure
more children have the oppor-
tunity to own and enjoy books
at home.

WHAT’S ON AT

LIVE MUSIC:
28TH MARCH: THE ARMED MAN -
2P APRIL: SMOOTH CRIMINAL -

BARNT GREEN CHORAL
MICHAEL JACKSON EXPERIENCE

4™ APRIL: ELECTRIK LIVE ORCHESTRA

9™ APRIL: K-POP SUPERSTARS
RIL: THE RADIOHEAD PROJ

ECT
PRIL: THE ANNIE LENNOX & EURYTHMICS SHOW
12™ APRIL: SHANIA TWAIN - BY SHANIA LIVE

17™ APRIL: ONE NIGHT OF ADELE - NAOMI JOH

NSON

2" MAY: GIVE ME THE NIGHT (GEORGE BENSON TRIBUTE)
3®> MAY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIBUTE
4™ MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON SINGS CAROLE KING

8™ MAY: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS
9™ MAY: OASISH

14™ MAY: ELTON’S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD y AF?JEDB(¢S
VOLUNTEERS

15" MAY: THIS IS MERSEYBEAT
16™ MAY: CLASSIC ROCK REVIVAL
17% MAY: CELEBRATING CELINE - A

EW DAY
? MAY: FRANKIE - THE CONCERT (FT THE FALSETTOS

29™ MAY: RHINESTONE COWBOY: T!

30" MAY: BURN DEEP PURPLE TRIBUTE
5" JUNE: THE CARPENTERS EXPERIENCE
6™ JUNE: EVERLY BROTHERS BY CANDLELIGHT

E GLEN CAMBELL STORY

19™ JUNE: BEEGEES YOU SHOULD BE DANCING

26T" JUNE: I'M EVERY WHITNE
4™ JULY: SOUND & VISION (T
10™ JULY: BLONDISH ITHE
1:: JULY: G2 DEFINITIVE GENESI
4T" ULY: DESPERADOS EAGLES
" AUGUST: 50 YEARS OF FENDER

4™ SEPTEMBER: LUKE COMBS EXPERIENCE

EVENT CINEMA:

31T MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED

20™ APRIL: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE:

215" APRIL: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE
AL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEG

S™MMAY: RO
TH

T LIVE: LIVE PL

RIBTE TO BOWIE
USIC OF BLONDE)

Y: ULTIMATE ELVIS EXPERIENCE
GREAT NEWS!

AT THE END OF
APRIL, ARTRIX
IS UNDERGOING

ALL MY SONS A REFIT OF THE
iX SEATING
THE WESTERN WORLDR] ey ~~ e’

MAY: N AYBOY OF
25™ JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON
01527 361 324 //| ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.C
BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:
MONDAYS - 10:00-12:00 & 18:00-20:00
TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS: 10:00-12:00
FRIDAYS: 12:00-14:00

SATURDAYS - 1000-1200

(CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS)

OR CALL
0.UK

ARTRIX

FO
PEOPLE OF
BROMSGROVE

i:RTRIX HAS

FREE PARKING
FOR ALL PATRONS
YOU JUST NEED
TO VALIDATE
YOUR C;

ARTRIX HAS THE
BIGGEST
SCREEN
IN
BRO

ELTON'S SONG:

'ARTRIX

-BEYOND THE
"YELLOW BRICK

. 14TH MAY 2026
-DOORS 19:00 | STARTS 182

A “ﬂlR RA'SIN?PA UMIME ‘FOR THE -
z WHDlEf M|LV + %

THE' TANGLED PANTOMIME

T(CK[TS ON-SALE NOW

SUFTay,

- g
% &
by

'-ITH -30TH PECEMBER 2026 ARTRIX

SPONSORED BY | ORODUCED BY
PERON!

DANsBUDD "IS"
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A TRANSFORM YOUR EXISTING
E N S | G N CONSERVATORY INTO A LIVING SPACE

conservatory roor sorutions YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

=

S e

: ' Every Ensign conservatory roof is
bespoke. Accurately surveyed &
~ precision built in our own factory.

Large range of lightweight tile colours
U-value up to 0.12, this is better than
current building regulations

Keylite roof windows

Electrics & plaster finish

Cost effective extensions
Large range of designs
LABC approval undertaken
Average build time 4 weeks

Aluminium bi-fold doors

Composite doors CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOURFREE
Liniar window and door systems NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

meximmertcencs. ] 01527 69296

High security PAS 24 locking systems WWW enSig n POOf CcOo.U k

Scan to read our reviews

Trade enquiries welcome P
Supply only options
Installers always required
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years
Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with CHOICE OF
comfort, quality, and a personal touch BACKHEIGHY
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.

FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. GHUIGE OF

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very

¢“Fabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and installation. and Good prices -
Five Star Service! ] what more could

Fantastic you ask for!>®

Products!”’ (CB August 2025)
(L.H. Sept 2025)

starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery

reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

"'_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
' Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

it
facebook

. 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk
I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

Your Local Family-Run Rgtailer for Over 35_Years

LUXURIOUS
HANDCRAFTED
BESPOKE BEDS

£ & MATTRESSES
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" RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE
IN STORE

00M RAN

LARGE RANGE OF | EESEaN
SUITES, SOFAS AND §1h
CHAIRS IN STORE ON

CLEARANCE FOR

-

- e

Bl DIVAN SET | B9 i - =
PACKAGE Tl = ‘,
DEALS b | \
; "~ FROM £399| | s — : ‘ bl - I
LARGE RANGE |

~RISER Y "A P pe— .
RECLINERS IN STORE =N - 2Ly | CUSTOM SIZES AVAILABLE TO ORDER | NEW MANGO LIVING ROOM RANGE IN STORE

6] — P
BuoyanENr Sty Devonshire| . — Eyenset:

S Living

= . Z sy : [ l B,
,// om here L. A ‘1 B o Y II ) ;~‘?"g ) l\ !. .
the eme of Relaxelicn . 'l O 5 arrison Spinks H_ j: i i
%‘f‘% i M British Craftsmanship =EE

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8S8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS
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Should have gone to... Kititi

A BROMSGROVE optician has
helped provide life-changing
free eyecare to hundreds of
people in a remote rural village.

Robina Sharif, store direc-
tor and optometrist at the
Specsavers on Bromsgrove
High Street, travelled to Kititi in
Uganda last month, as part of
an eight-strong group.

The team, made up of col-
leagues from Newmedica Worc-
ester and Specsavers Stratford-
upon-Avon, transformed a local
primary school hall into a func-
tioning clinic.

Once set up, the volun-
teers assessed more than 400
patients in two days, despite

regular interruptions to the elec-
tricity supply.

The mission also saw 1,000
pairs of glasses given out, along
with vital donations of clothing,
school uniforms and stationery
equipment.

The trip was organised by
Planting for Hope Uganda,
an organisation founded by
Newmedica patient Kate Oakley.
The visit marked a major step in
the charity’s ongoing work to
help the Kititi community achieve
long-term self-sufficiency.

Building on the trip’s success,
the team has already raised
more than £12,000 toward the
charity’s next goal, of installing

solar panels and a new and
improved school kitchen unit.

Robina said: “The entire trip
was incredible.

“The joy within the community
was truly infectious.

“While providing eye care in
such a challenging environment
was difficult, seeing the grati-
tude of the people we helped
made it all worthwhile.

“It was a life-changing experi-
ence and | would go back again
in a heartbeat.”

Visit  planting4hopeugan-
da.co.uk/ for more on the
project and head to gofund.
me/30bf32697 to donate to the
cause.

Robina with a member of the community who is sporting new glasses
thanks to the Specsavers scheme. s
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Council says it is delivering on

its plan to improve the borough

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

REDDITCH Borough
Council’s executive commit-
tee has considered a report
which showed ‘all round
commitment in delivering
priorities’ to make the town
a better place.

The document, presented at
last week’s meeting, highlighted
progress on delivering a four-year
council plan which runs until 2028.

At the heart of the council plan
are three core priorities, which
were identified based on feedback
from local stakeholders, the council
said.

The priorities are building strong
economic development; a clean,
green and safe Redditch everyone
can be proud of; and housing which
meets community needs.

The council said the town centre
had seen major development with
the relaunch of the outdoor market
and a commitment to an Innovation
Centre aimed at bringing signifi-

cant opportunities to the borough.
The report stated the council had
also implemented a new approach
to environmental crime and fly-tip-
ping, working with Worcestershire
regulatory services.

The council has committed to
improving housing services, adding
a recent tenant survey showed ris-
ing satisfaction and responses.

The authority said, by increasing
the amount of temporary accommo-
dation in its housing stock, it had
significantly reduced use of bed and
breakfast accommodation.

Redditch Borough Council portfo-
lio holder for performance, engage-
ment and governance, councillor
Jane Spilsbury, said: “The plan puts
our communities at the heart of
everything we do.

“We are incredibly proud of
the progress that has been made
towards actions within the plan —
from supporting the most vulner-
able members of our communities
to pushing forward ambitious eco-
nomic projects. I'd like to thank our
officers for the work they have put
into delivering the priorities.”

Council leader Coun Sharon
Harvey said: “This report showed
all round commitment from the
council in delivering its priorities
and our manifesto pledges.

“From when the council plan was
published, in 2025 — a year after we
came into administration — we have
delivered in making Redditch a bet-
ter place for people to live, work
and play.

“We are proud of the progress
made across these areas and at
the same time maintaining a stable
budget.”

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25
3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

4% Lunchtime Specials and

< Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm
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Comeonin...

Discover an easier life
with McCarthy Stone.
Independent living in your
own well-appointed, warm
and cosy apartment. With
friendly neighbours, there
if you need them.

Enjoy a welcome that feels
like coming home. You'll
soon see why so many

of our homeowners tell

us they wish they'd

moved sooner.

Call today on
0800 882 1116
to book your visit.

McCarthy Stone

Properties nationwide for the over 55s to buy,
rent or for Shared Ownership*

Join us at at one our events. Scan the QR code or see
mccarthystone.co.uk for details.
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e STUDLEY
o Priory Place,
Alcester Road B80 7AR

Conveniently located in the
picturesque village of Studley,
with a host of local amenities
on your doorstep. Facilities
include a stunning communal
lounge and landscaped gardens.
You're also looked after by the
friendly on-site manager.

Prices from £199,995*

SHIRLEY
Wheatley Place,
Stratford Road B90 4GZ

Located in sought-after Shirley,
features include flexible care and
support packages and an on-site
bistro serving fresh meals daily".
There's an Estate Manager on-site
24/7 and the communal facilities
include a wonderful roof terrace
and wellness suite.

Prices from £279,995"

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
Romeo Place,
Alcester Road CV37 9WF

Set in a thriving medieval town,
you can immerse yourself in

an area steeped in history and
charm. The beautifully finished,
low maintenance retirement
apartments, offer luxurious and
contemporary living in a modern
and secure community.

Prices from £287,5007

i

Homes Information correct at time of print. “Extra charge applies. *Subject to availability. See mccarthystone.co.uk/shared-ownership for more details.
England

STOW-ON-THE-WOLD
Hawkesbury Place,
Fosseway GL54 1FF

In the heart of Stow-on-the-Wold,
this development's staff are on
site 24/7 and tailored support
services" are available. Communal
facilities include a lounge, bistro”
and wellness suite.

Prices from £184,995"

SC023547
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ABOVE: Deputy Lord Lieutenant,
Charles Moyle TP DL, with
Catherine Finn, Mayor of
Droitwich, Coun Christine
Bowden, Rebecca Butler and MP
Nigel Huddleston. Picture by Paul
Jones.

RIGHT: MP Nigel Huddleston
with David Porter who worked
at the BBC in Droitwich between
1972 and 1974 when there was
a broadcasting centre there.
Picture by Tristan Harris. ©
Bullivant Media Group Ltd. s
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Ribbon cut on
town’s new-look
Heritage Centre

MORE THAN 100 people turned out for the
official opening of Droitwich Spa’s new-look
Heritage Centre last Friday.

The ribbon was cut by Mayor of Droitwich,
Coun Christine Bowden, who also gave a speech
at the event, along with Deputy Lord Lieutenant,
Charles Moyle TP DL, and MP Nigel Huddleston.

The opening coincided with English Tourism
‘Week, which ran from March 13 to 22.

Mr Moyle, standing in for Lord Lieutenant
Beatrice Grant and representative of The King,
spoke about Droitwich’s deep sense of civic pride,
a strong sense of identity and a spirit of commu-
nity which shone through in everything it did.

“There are so many good news stories about
this ancient county town.

“Droitwich is not just a great place to live and
work but to bring up families too.”

He praised Droitwich’s inclusion and, on the
Heritage Centre, he said: “This is a place that
connects past with present and offers learning,
inspiration and opportunity for all.

community asset speaks volume about
the strength of Droitwich’s people and the deep-
rooted sense of belonging that underpins the
town’s ongoing success.”

Mr Huddleston said: “It’s fantastic to see con-
tinued investment in the Droitwich Spa Heritage
Centre.

“Droitwich has a rich and unique history, and
projects like this ensure that story is preserved
and shared with future generations.”

“He added it was a pleasure to be at the opening
and said: “This is about more than heritage - it’s
about bringing people into the town, supporting
local businesses and strengthening the commu-

ity.

“It’s a great example of what can be achieved
when there is real ambition and belief in the
future of our town.”

And he praised the volunteers who worked tire-
lessly at the attractions to make visitors’ experi-
ences as great as they can be.

Catherine Finn, joint Heritage Manager with
Rebecca Butler, said: “We are very pleased with
how it has been transformed - we worked closely
with the designers who were great at helping
make our ideas and vision a reality.

“It is such an interactive space now and has lots
of hands-on activities for children to do.

“We are hoping, aswell as people from Droitwich,
that visitors will come from Birmingham and
Worcester to learn about our town’s history and
see what we have to offer.”

The redevelopment began in 2023 and was
carried out after a community consultation and
a successful application to Wychavon Council’s
Community Legacy Grant programme.

The centre was extended into the undercroft
and the internal layout was reconfigured with the
help and support of councillors, volunteers and
professional partners.

Droitwich Spa’s fascinating ‘260million year
history’ is charted ice age, iron age, Romans and
Anglo Saxons, right up to the modern day.

The salt heritage is extensively covered and
there is a display dedicated to the Wychbold
Masts and Droitwich’s BBC broadcasting past -
including being an outpost for the famous World
Service.

There are plenty of activities for children,
including touch screens and puzzles.

Shop at home for your

SEN D i pec t I O Op new carpet and

Home service flooring and receive up
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

YEARS

<+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

<+ Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on
facebook

| | Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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YOUk VOTE MATTERS
DON'T LOSE IT

Register to vote

by 20 April. It’s quick

and easy, just go to
gov.uk/register-to-vote

Scan to
register




PAGE 16

Employment down

THE NUMBER of people in employment is down
in Bromsgrove, Redditch and Worcestershire,
compared to the same time last year.

Employment data from December 2025 showed
the number of people on employment payrolls in
the county was 270,186 - down 1,847 (0.7 per
cent) on the same time the year before.

Data from February 2026 shows the number of
people in employment in Bromsgrove is 44,843
- 69 less than this time last year (down 0.2 per
cent). The figure, however, is up by 0.1 per cent
month-on-month.

In Redditch, there were 40,971 people in
employment, as of February this year - that is
down 157 (0.4 per cent) on the same time last year
and exactly the same as the month before.

These figures are based on analysis of latest
Office for National Statistics payroll data and have
been compiled by WageSight.

Compared to local authorities in West Midlands,
Bromsgrove ranks 15th out of 30 for employment
while Redditch ranks 20th out of 30. These trends
reflect a mixed employment picture across West
Midlands with some areas reporting improve-
ments, while others seem to be struggling.

Paul Hebden, WageSight director, said although
employment in Bromsgrove remained lower than
a year ago, recent month-on-month figures sug-
gested some stabilisation in recent months while
the employment picture Redditch remained chal-
lenging.

Arts and crafts

AN ART and craft exhibition is taking place at at
Aztec Adventure Centre, Upton Warren, on the
weekend of April 11 and 12.

The display will be open from 10am to 4pm on
both the Saturday and the Sunday.

The collection will include works from
Redditch artist Roger Goddard and Pat and
Sheila Proudfoot from Bromsgrove.

Roger creates landscapes and seascapes, Pat
produces collages and mixed media artwork and
Sheila designs and makes needlework pieces

Admission to the exhibition is free and refresh-
ments are available at the Boat Shack cafe which
is next door.

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore
met staff and volunteers dur-
ing a visit to Droitwich Spa
CVS which has been support-
ing residents across north
Worcestershire.

The visit took place at The
0Old Library Centre in Droitwich
and was arranged after an intro-
duction by Wychavon District
Councillor Rick Deller.

Mr Bloore met chief executive
officer Tonia Enderbury BEM
and members of the commu-
nity transport volunteer team to
discuss the vital role voluntary
organisations play in tackling
isolation, improving access to
essential services and support-
ing residents who struggle to
travel to appointments or com-
munity activities.

Mr Bloore heard directly from
volunteers about the practical
impact of community transport
schemes which connect resi-
dents in rural and semi-rural
areas, such as Wychbold and
Upton Warren, with healthcare,
shopping and social opportuni-
ties.

And he learned about the
wider support services delivered
by the charity, including advice,
signposting and partnership
working with local authorities
and community groups.

Mr Bloore said organisations,
such as Droitwich Spa CVS, were

e i ==
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MP learns more of role
of volunteers at CVS

- =

Redditch MP Chris Bloore with CEO, Tonia Enderbury BEM, and Droitwich Spa CV!
staff and staff and volunteers. s

vital to the strength of our com-
munities with volunteers helping
their neighbours stay connected
and remain independent.

“That kind of support can
make a huge difference to peo-
ple’s day-to-day lives.

“It was a pleasure to meet
Tonia, the staff and the vol-
unteers and see first-hand the
dedication behind their work.

“Community transport in par-
ticular plays an important role

for residents in the villages and
surrounding areas who might
otherwise find it difficult to
access essential services.

“I wanted to visit in person
to say thank you and to look
at how we can work together
to sustain and grow this vital
work.”

Discussion topics included the
pressures facing local voluntary
organisations, including rising
demand and funding uncertain-

ty, and the importance of strong
collaboration between charities,
councils and national govern-
ment to ensure local needs were
met effectively.

Droitwich Spa CVS provides
a range of community-focused
services across the district and
works closely with volunteers,
local partners and residents to
strengthen social networks and
deliver practical support where
it is most needed.

Avon

P\

ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED

tours

SHOWCOACH

avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk
PROFESSIONAL « RELIABLE * TRUSTED

4 Flat roof solutions
D4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt

4 Re-pointing

4 Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

DRY RIDGES

EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

4+ New roofs
4 Re-roofs ;
4+ Roof repairs:

"'M%Gnln
+ Tiles/slates ""‘?!l'ierg

replaced
UPVC ROOFLINE
PRODUCTS
4 Fascias
4 Cladding
4+ Soffits
4+ Guttering Commarcial roof projocts undertakon
+ Down pipes :

Freo Quatitions - All Worke Gunaiteed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google

27 years of coach tours to top shows

Our 2026 programme is out now and available to view on our
website, just click on "schedule"

April
23 BARNUM Birmingham Hippodrome.............cccccrvneiecrneniennn. £59
May
BIMALVERNIS PRINGIEE ST IV A e £49
15 SPRING BY THE SEA (5 day tour)

Kingswood Hotel Sidmouth...........cccovvrnnninniinccceces £610
June
6 CARDIFF & THE ROYAL MINT ........c.coooviinieneccneenne £47
11 LES MISERABLES Arena Spectacular Birmingham ............. £98
18 ROYAL ASCOT LADIES DAY ...........ccccocoevmnieirrinnnns
20 BLENHEIM PALACE FLOWER SHOW .
26 WESTON SUPER MARE .............ccoooniinniieininieieineeieiene
July
11 RHS BADMINTON FLOWER SHOW...............cccoevviiiiieen, £65
14 MATILDA The Musical Birmingham .............ccccovvvnnnncnene. £79
18 BARMOUTH ... o v £33

Pick ups @ Redditch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject o route)
For details and to book phone 01527 542389
or email enquiries@showcoachtours.co.uk
Visit www.showcoachtours.co.uk for the full programme



The Standard, Friday March 27, 2026 PAGE 17

FORTHCOMING ggADIE %‘
ATTRACTIONS

THE ULTIMATE TRIBUTE TO . Yk kK k
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SOMEONE LIKE YOU

The Adele Songbook
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Box Office 01527 65203
www.redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk
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CURTAINWISE - FURNITUREWISE

2-4 Wharf Road
Stratford upon Avon CV37 0AD
MY Al

SAVE
up to

Showroom -
{ NOW from - [ e

{ £999

rrp £1299

Available \
in fabric or |
leather

BIG » 2 4| STOCK CARPETS from £8.99
SAVINGS = i

on all corner and
chaise sofas

Zac Chaise
£1,969

rrp £2,319

THERE'S MORE IN STORE FOR LESS
across all our departments

HYPNOS NATIONAL
FANTASTIC BED MONTH

SAVINGS = : :
Ask about our PiIIowtop) FOI' qUICk |OCCI| dellvery

KING for the ';'?&r;ijf:
prlceofaDOUBLEr 01789 299.446
www.carpetwise.net

' . J Visit our Showroom:
Noyuna
N

: ; AL Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 17.00
Interest free i o gl == J : ) . )
finance now 3 ' . g B FREE Parking right outside

' available

S

Ask a member of

Gt e L *For Extra Discount Terms & Conditions, please visit:
= Jected ranges https://www.carpetwise.net/extra-saving-terms-and-conditions-2026/
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_Businésses were telebrated at the X
unties Tourism Awards. s

Plenty worth celebrating

BUSINESSES in Redditch
and Bromsgrove have taken
home top prizes at this year’s
‘Worcestershire Tourism Awards.

More than 70 finalists were short-
listed by an expert panel of industry
judges, with 15 winners recognised
for their outstanding excellence and
contribution to the county’s visitor
economy.

All winners will now be put for-
ward to the VisitEngland Awards of
Excellence, where they will have the
opportunity to compete at a national
level.

Redditch’s Attwell Farm Park won
the Accessible and Inclusive Award
and Large Visitor Attraction of the
Year

In Bromgrove Social Sticks - indoor
golf, games and live sport - was high-
ly commended in the New Tourism
Business of the Year category and
Canary and Kitchen won the Taste of
‘Worcestershire Award.

The event also raised vital funds
for local charity Acorns Children’s
Hospice through a prize draw raf-
fle featuring Worcestershire-themed
prizes generously donated by tour-
ism businesses.

In total, more than £3,900 was
raised - the highest amount ever
achieved at the Tourism Awards,
providing invaluable support for the
charity’s work.

Lorna Robinson, Visit
Worcestershire’s destination tourism
manager, said, “It was a truly fabulous

evening celebrating Worcestershire’s
wonderful tourism sector.

“I'm incredibly grateful to all our
brilliant suppliers who went above
and beyond to make the night so
special, as well as to our dedicated
sponsors and judges.

“A huge congratulations to all of
our winners and shortlisted final-
ists - the standard gets higher every
single year and it’s amazing to come
together and celebrate such excel-
lence in our visitor economy.

“It’s no secret that the past few
years have been challenging for the
tourism sector, but the commitment,
resilience and sheer love that this
sector pours into what it does is
undeniable.

“We are now proudly a $1billion

visitor economy, and that success is
down to the passion and hard work
of the businesses and people we cel-
ebrated tonight.

“I can’t wait to see who goes on
to shine at the national VisitEngland
Awards.

“Worcestershire will be cheering
them on.”

Entries for next year’s awards
will open next month, with Visit
‘Worcestershire encouraging tourism
and hospitality businesses to get
involved.

The awards provide valuable rec-
ognition, increased visibility and the
opportunity to showcase the very
best of Worcestershire on a national
stage.
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ON DISPLAY: BUSINESSES
in Aston Fields are being
urged to take part in the
first ever ‘best dressed
Easter window’ competi-
tion.

The contest will run from
Thursday, March 26, to the
following Thursday, April
2

A representative from the
Standard will be judging
local businesses’ creativ-
ity to dress the window of
their business.

The event is aimed at
bringing the local commu-
nity together, encouraging
people to come to Aston
Fields, increase footfall
and give local traders some
much-needed publicity.

The winner will be
announced in the Standard.

Anyone wanting to find
out more should email
Coun Jane Elledge, who is
organising the event, at:
j.elledge@bromsgrove.gov.
uk for further details.

EASTER SHOW: THE
ANNUAL Easter-themed
window competition in
Rubery will also be taking
place this year.

The event runs from
March 30 to April 3 and all
businesses on New Road
are welcome to take part.

The Standard will also be
judging the Rubery contest.

Any businesses tak-
ing part should contact
organiser Coun Esther
Gray via email at: e.gray@
bromsgrove.gov.uk or
by calling her on 07708
781335 to let her know
and so they can be part of
the judging process.

-

{©) ROWBERRYS

S The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

EP0E77 Ol G720 (@ G2

GET YOUR GARDEN GROW YOUR OWN WITH ROWBERRYS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Sat: 8.30am-5.00pm
.{Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003
SUMMER COLOUR AT

SUMMER READY

Thousands of Trees, Shrubs,

Perennials, Alpines & Bedding Plants

Perennials from just

£3.25 each or 10 for £30 [

DON’T FORGET OUR
FARM SHO

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.

Huge choice of Fruit, Vegetable &
Herb Plants READY NOW

Everything you need for the Garden
Compost, Pots, Plant Food, Tools -
PLUS EXCELLENT ADVICE

FREELY GIVEN!

T

LY

DON’T FORGET TO VISIT

ROWBERRYS

Massive choice of Fuchsias, Basket
Plants, Geraniums, Begonias

L

Regal
Pelargoniums
Only £5.99 each
or 2 for £10

]|
e

OUR RESTAURANT
' z =

g
B

Great value
home
cooked
meals

co.uk | @)Find us on Facebook
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USE IT PLEA: BROMSGROVE

MP Bradley Thomas has urged
residents to use the town’s Post
Office counter in TG Jones on the
High Street after it was saved from
closure.

The counter was due to close on
June 6 but it is now staying and the
MP’s petition to keep the branch
was signed by more than 1,000
people.

Bromsgrove High Street’s branch
will keep offering the same Post
Office products and services, all
over the same opening hours.

Mr Thomas is now encouraging
residents to continue supporting
the local branch to ensure it is not
put at risk of closure again.

He added: “I said we needed a
Post Office in the town centre and
I kept my promise by doing every-
thing I could to fight just for that.

“And now we've saved the branch
in TG Jones from closure, it’s vital
we all continue to support and use
this vital community service.”

BAG A BARGAIN: THE LATEST
Vinyl Record and CD Fair will take
place at the Bromsgrove Hotel and
Spa from 9am to 3pm this Sunday,
March 29.

There will be more than 20
traders across 50 plus tables with
thousands of vinyl records - both
new and used - to suit all budgets
on offer.

Among the genres are 90s Brit
Pop, 80s pop classics, classic rock,
punk, 2000s collectables, reggae,
hip-hop, dance, soul, rock'n’roll
and new vinyl.

Free on-site car parking is avail-
able when registering inside the
hotel and there is also a cafe and
restaurant at the venue.

Anyone wanting more informa-
tion can visit: midlandsrecordfairs.
co.uk or call Ben or Call on 07832
247109 or 01527 873014.
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Visit gives MP chance to
get to heart of matter

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore
has visited Hale and Hearties at
Oakenshaw Community Centre
to meet members of the long-
established cardiac rehabilita-
tion group and see first-hand
the vital support it provides to
local residents.

Founded in 1997, Redditch Hale
and Hearties delivers phase four
cardiac rehabilitation exercise ses-
sions for people recovering from
heart attacks, cardiac surgery and
other serious heart conditions.

Working closely with the
Alexandra Hospital, the group pro-
vides weekly classes in Greenlands,
Oakenshaw and Bromsgrove, offer-
ing ongoing, community-based sup-
port after patients complete hospi-
tal-based rehabilitation.

During his visit, Mr Bloore joined
around 15 members for a one-hour
session including a warm-up, super-
vised circuit exercises and a cool-
down. He heard from participants
about how the group had supported
their long-term recovery and helped
them stay active and independent.

The MP was invited by the Deputy
Mayor of Redditch Borough Council,
Coun David Munro, a long-standing
committee member of the group
who jopined following two heart
attacks in 2018 and 2019.

Mr Bloore said: “It was inspiring
to see Hale and Hearties in action
and to meet local people who have
turned some of the hardest moments
of their lives into a positive commit-

ment to long-term health.

“Cardiac rehabilitation does not
end when someone leaves hospital.

“Ongoing, safe and supervised
exercise, delivered with care, exper-
tise and good humour, is absolutely
vital to helping people regain confi-
dence and maintain their wellbeing.
Groups like this are a lifeline for so
many in our community.”

The visit also provided an oppor-
tunity to discuss concerns previous-
ly raised about reductions to Phase

Chris Bloore MP and Coun David
Munro with the and Hale and
Hearties members. s

3 cardiac rehabilitation sessions at
the Alexandra Hospital.

The MP confirmed he would con-
tinue engaging with NHS leaders to
ensure patients in Redditch have
access to a full recovery pathway
from hospital treatment through to
long-term community support.

He added: “As someone who reg-
ularly campaigns for strong NHS
services at the Alex, I know how
important it is that excellent hospi-
tal care is matched by high-quality

community provision.”

And he said he would keep back-
ing schemes, such as Hale and
Hearties, and work with health lead-
ers to ensure every cardiac patient
locally had the opportunity to
recover well and stay well.

Redditch Hale and Hearties runs
weekly sessions on Wednesday eve-
nings in Greenlands, Friday after-
noons at Oakenshaw Community
Centre in Redditch and Friday
mornings in Bromsgrove.

Longhridge
(ladding & Roofing L1d
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN ALL
ASPECTS OF ROOFING

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing - Fascia, Softs & Guttering
Cladaing - Moss Remaval - Chimney | Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Avalable - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local company you

can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Ra South, Rechal, Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgeclaadingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

e MLLauden Matlegenient preseins

fureys

FAREWELL TOUR

Tuesday 28th April
Tickets from BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
or www.redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk

FOR THE FINAL TIME hear them sing all

their hits including SWEET 16, | WILL LOVE YOU,
THE GREEN FIELDS OF FRANCE, RED ROSE CAFE,

THE OLD MAN, LEAVING NANCY,
CLARE TO HERE etc.
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Welcome Fo church thiy Earter

Nawnidy Thurdyday 2nd Aprif  Good Friday 3rd Aprif

Holy Saturday 4th Aprif

St Leonards CofE, Church Hill, Frankley, B32 4BL
07748 693408

Good Friday, 2pm - Prayers at the Cross

Easter Sunday, | |:15am - Easter Communion

St Chad’s CofE, New Road, Rubery, B45 9JA

0121 2383168

Maundy Thursday, 7.30pm - Informal Communion service
Good Friday, 2pm - Quiet, reflective service

Holy Saturday, 9pm - ‘Lighting the Fire’

Easter Sunday, 10am - Family-friendly Holy Communion

Holy Trinity CofE, Rose Hill, Lickey, B45 8RR with
St Catherine’s CofE, St Catherine's Rd, Blackwell
B60 IBN, 0121 445 1425

Good Friday, 2pm - Service of reflection at St Catherine’s
Easter Sunday, 10am - Easter Communion at St Catherine’s
Easter Sunday, 4pm - Easter Praise at Holy Trinity Lickey

Our Lady’s RC, Leach Green Lane, Rubery, B45 9BQ
0121 453 3452

Maundy Thursday, 9pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday, 7pm - Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday, | lam - Blessing of Food for Polish Community
Holy Saturday, 9pm - Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday, | I.15am - Mass

e

Good Friday
Walk of Witness
Gather at Our Lady’s
on Leach Green Lane
(B45 9BQ) from [0am
for a 10.30am start.
The walk will end at
St Chad’s with hot
cross buns!

Earter Sunday Sth April

Beacon Church Centre URC, Whetty Lane, Rubery,
B45 9DL, 07526 250645

Maundy Thursday, 5pm - Communion Service

Good Friday, 3pm - Reflective Service

Easter Sunday, | lam - Worship with Holy Communion

Longbridge Methodist Church, Bristol Rd South,
B45 9TY, 0121 257 2584

Good Friday, 6pm - Good Friday service

Easter Sunday, | lam - Easter morning fun for everyone -
worship, refreshments, activities and the Easter bunny!

St Stephen’s CofE, Edgewood Road, Rednal, B45 8SG
0121 243 4634

Maundy Thursday, 7.30pm - Maundy Thursday Communion
Good Friday, 2pm - An hour at the cross

Holy Saturday, 7.30pm - Vigil Service

Easter Sunday, 10am - Holy Communion for Easter Day

St Andrew’s CofE, Sandhills Road, Barnt Green,

B45 8NR with St Michael’s CofE, Cofton Church Lane,
Cofton Hackett, B45 8PT, 0121 447 7097

Good Friday, 9.30am - Good Friday Reflection at St Andrew’s
Easter Sunday, 9.30am - Easter Day Communion at St Andrew’s

Easter Sunday, 6pm - Easter Day Communion at St Michael’s

)

Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service
Join us on Beacon Hill
(use the Monument
Lane Car Park)
at 6.15am to welcome

the new light of this
new day!
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The Fureys will visit Redditch’s Palace Theatre on their farewell tour.

Irish legends dropping
by to say fond farewell

IRISH band ‘The Fureys’ will play
last concert ever in Redditch on
April 28.

As part of their Farewell Tour,
the group will perform at the
Palace Theatre after eight previous
appearances there.

The Fureys are one of Ireland’s
most influential middle of the road,
folk and traditional bands, with
classics such as ‘When You Were
Sweet 16’, ‘The Green Fields of
France’, ‘The Red Rose Cafe’, ‘I
‘Will Love You’, and ‘The Lonesome
Boatman’.

Eddie Furey, member of the
band, recalls how many musicians
had told them they had influenced
them after hearing a record from
their parents’ or grandparents’ col-
lection.

Changes have occurred over the
years - Finbar Furey left the band in
1996, Paul Furey died in June 2002
of illness and Davey Furey had a
stroke in 2014.

The remaining members George
and Eddie Furey continued releas-
ing CDs and going on tour but in
May, the band will call it a day.

Eddie and George say: “Time
catches up with us all and we will
look forward to a new future from
the middle of 2026, playing the
odd music session and seeing the
younger Furey generation playing
their music.”

Visit redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk/
whats-on/all-shows/the-fureys or
call 01527 65203 for tickets and
more information.
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New measures will
protect on allergies

PLANS are set to be introduced
across England to give strong-
er protections for children with
allergies in schools, a campaign
spearheaded by Redditch MP
Chris Bloore.

The new statutory guidance,
announced by the Government and
now open for consultation, will for
the first time require schools in
England to introduce stronger safe-
ty measures for pupils with aller-
gies.

These include a dedicated allergy
safety policy, Individual Healthcare
Plans for affected pupils, emergency
adrenaline auto-injectors stocked
as standard and mandatory allergy
awareness training for all school
staff.

The measures are expected to come
into force from September this year.

Nearly 700,000 children in England
are estimated to have a food allergy,
with research showing that around
one in five anaphylaxis deaths among
school-aged children occur in school
settings. On average, two children in
every classroom are affected by food
allergies.

Mr Bloore has been campaigning
for improved allergy safety in schools
and introduced the Schools (Allergy
Safety) Bill in Parliament as a Ten
Minute Rule Bill.

He said: “Nearly 700,000 children
in England have a food allergy and
parents should be able to send their
child to school knowing their aller-

gies will be properly managed.

“Too often that simply hasn’t been
the case.

“Food allergies affect around two
children in every classroom, yet
there has been a patchwork of stand-
ards across schools, with many lack-
ing clear policies, training or access
to emergency medication.

“These new measures are a huge
step forward towards Benedict’'s
Law.

“They will help ensure every school
has the training, the policies and the
equipment needed to respond quick-
ly and save lives in an emergency.”

Mr Bloore paid tribute to cam-
paigners including Helen Blythe
and the Blythe family, whose son
Benedict tragically died after suffer-

Pete and
Helen
Blythe
with MP
Chris
Bloore. s

ing an allergic reaction at school.

Since then, Helen has campaigned
to improve allergy safety for children
across the country.

The MP added: “Families living
with severe allergies deserve the
confidence that schools are prepared
and able to respond quickly if an
emergency occurs.

“This announcement is a major
step forward and shows what deter-
mined families, campaigners and
MPs can achieve together.

“I am proud Redditch has played
its part in helping to push this issue
onto the national agenda.”

The Government’s draft guidance
is currently open for consultation
ahead of being finalised and imple-
mented in September.

The New
ceasn

WESTON-SUPER-MARE

Halel

LATE AVAILABILITY
Special Offers 30% Off

PLUS FREE ROOM UPGRADE (subject to availability)

FREE BAR EVERY NIGHT (6pm-10pm)

To book or for fu

ional coach travel (additional cost

Friday 3rd April - Monday 6th NOW £219pp I Friday 22nd May — Monday 25th NOW £239pp

All holidays include three nights accommodation with ‘all you can eat’ breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly entertainment, free bar 6pm-10pm
lus 0

ther information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

Amazing
Offers
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The CQC rated us as Outstanding in Caring! =
- = ae - S

THE JOY OF DOING
WHAT YOU LOVE

Cofton Park Manor Luxury Care Home offers a place where cherished pastimes
continue to flourish. Whether tending the garden or enjoying the outdoors, residents

have the freedom to live beautifully, with support whenever it's needed.

Book your private tour today, and find out more about our all-inclusive® package:

0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Cofton Park Manor, 466 Lickey Road, Cofton Hackett, B45 8UU

H

HAMBERLEY

CARE HOMES

*Terms and conditions apply.
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DAY TO REMEMBER: A LIFELONG
passion for Afghan Hounds led to a
truly unforgettable day for Redditch
care home resident Irene Smith, whose
wished to return to Crufts resulting in
a heartwarming and emotional reunion
with a cherished friend from her dog
showing days.

Irene, who lives in at Bowood Court
Care Home, has a remarkable history
in the world of pedigree dogs. Over
the years, she bred and showed Afghan
Hounds with great success, proudly
taking part in Crufts five times.

During her distinguished showing
career, Irene also achieved the prestig-
ious title of Best of Breed at the Hound
Association Championship and later
shared her expertise by judging at dog
championship shows herself.

As part of a special wish organised
for her by the care home, Irene recently
returned to Crufts - a place filled with
memories from her decades in the dog
showing community. What she did not
expect was a deeply moving surprise
waiting for her there.

During her visit, Irene was reunit-
ed with her longtime friend Jill, with
whom she bred and showed Afghan
Hounds from the 1970s through to the
1990s

In an incredible twist of fate, Jill hap-
pened to be the Afghan Hound judge at
Crufts this year, something Irene had
no idea about before the visit.

Seeing Jill and her husband again
after so many years was an incredibly
emotional moment.

Irene said: “This is the best day. I
can’t believe Jill and her husband are
here - I thought I'd never see them
again.”

The pair spent time reminiscing
about their years showing dogs togeth-
er, sharing stories and laughter while
catching up on life since their last
meeting.

Before parting ways, they exchanged
phone numbers so they can stay in
touch moving forward.

Irene with
her Crufts
memorabilia. s
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Firms fined
for failing
pay theshold

REDDITCH and Bromsgrove
businesses have been named
and shamed as part of a govern-
ment crackdown on those fail-
ing to pay the minimum wage.

New figures show a total of
around £12.6million in penalties
have been issued to 389 employers
with these fines coming on top of
the repaid wages.

Johnsons Cars Limited based
in Redditch town centre has been
handed a penalty for failing to
pay £15,864 to 44 workers and
Windmill Pre-School Midlands
Limited did not pay £958 owed to
15 workers.

And Sidemoor  Pre-School
Playgroup was also among almost
400 companies across the UK which
illegally unpaid its workers.

The playgroup owed £807.70 to
seven of its workers.

The withheld cash has been
directly repaid as part of the latest
Government crackdown on those
who fail to pay the minimum wage.

Figures show thousands of hard-
working Brits have been denied
over §7.3million by their employ-
ers.

Business Secretary Peter Kyle
said: “The vast majority of busi-
nesses in this country do the right

thing by paying their staff properly
and playing by the rules.

“It’s not fair on them when others
are able to get ahead by not paying
the wages their workers are owed.

“A good employer doesn’t build
their business on the back of unpaid
wages, and I look forward to work-
ing with the new Fair Work Agency
to ensure its powers are used to
crack down on those who think the
rules don’t apply to them.

“This is the first ‘naming round’
since the Chancellor’'s Budget
commitment to publish more fre-
quently, this puts more pressure on
employers to keep their payroll up
to date and boosts workers’ con-
fidence that when they’re treated
poorly by their boss, swift justice
will follow.

Employment Rights Minister Kate
Dearden addded: “Nobody should
finish a week’s work and find they’ve
been paid less than they’ve earned.

“I believe in a fair day’s pay for a
fair day’s work.

“That’s why we're cracking down
on employers who underpay.

“We're making sure workers get
the hard earned pay they deserve.

“I encourage every employer to
check their payroll to ensure they
don’t get caught out.”

\Wilale Fleld
VAN 24 2d =3 Y

1985 - 2025

. , INEEDS)
Unit 4, Brockhill Works Wmdsor Road Redditch, B97 6DJ
Tel: 01527 61906 Email: info@windsorcarpets.com

Web: www.windsorcarpets.com
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

Just for
Ric o

—— s D S

Visit your local store today:
Just for Pets Bromsgrove 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets Droitwich saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets Kidderminster, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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WORCESTERSHIRE tourism businesses have
been given a major opportunity to reach new
international markets during English Tourism
‘Week, as the county welcomed 29 global travel
buyers for a three-day visit.

The familiarisation trip, delivered with sup-
port from Cotswolds Tourism, VisitEngland,
UKinbound and Great Western Railway, show-
cased the best of Worcestershire and helped
local businesses connect directly with interna-
tional tour operators.

‘Welcoming such a large group of travel
trade buyers has significant economic value
for the county. According to UKinbound, the
travel trade is responsible for 43 per cent of
all inbound tourism to the UK, meaning strong
relationships with international buyers play
an important role in supporting local jobs and
attracting year-round visitors.

In the lead-up to the event, both Visit
‘Worcestershire and Cotswolds Tourism worked

Spreading the couy message

¥
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closely with local businesses to support their
Jjourney towards becoming travel-trade ready,
ensuring they could confidently engage with
international markets.

A key highlight of the trip was a dedicated
business workshop hosted at Stanbrook Abbey,
where 30 Worcestershire and Cotswolds tourism
businesses met directly with international buy-
ers.

The workshop created a marketplace for sup-
pliers to showcase their products, accommoda-
tion and experiences, while forming valuable
new relationships with the global travel trade.

Lorna Robinson, visitor economy and desti-
nation manager at Visit Worcestershire, said:
“We're delighted with the success of the trip and
the feedback from buyers.

“Many were genuinely surprised by the quality
and depth of what Worcestershire has to offer -
not just our attractions and landscapes, but our
people.”
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Cash boost to
support those
on the streets

A SERVICE which looks after rough
sleepers during periods of extreme
weather in Worcestershire has received
a £100,000 funding boost.

The County Council has confirmed that
the Public Health funding for 2026/27 will
support the county’s six district councils
to keep rough sleepers safe when tempera-
tures plummet. This is on top of funding
provided by the district councils.

The Severe Weather Emergency
Protocol (SWEP) is a life-saving emer-
gency response that provides warm, safe
accommodation to people sleeping rough
during dangerous weather conditions.

It is seen as vital in reducing prevent-
able deaths and supporting some of the
county’s most vulnerable residents.

SWEP is activated when temperatures
are forecast to fall to freezing or below,
when a red weather warning is issued.

It can also be activated during heatwaves
or at times when localised conditions, such
as flooding, pose a risk to people without a
place to go home to.

The service also opens for five nights
over Christmas, regardless of the weath-
er.

Cold weather significantly increases the
risk of hypothermia, respiratory illness,
stroke and other severe health conditions
for people sleeping rough.

Public Health’s continued investment
will help councils offer emergency accom-

modation, on-site overnight support where
facilities allow, as well as food and essen-
tial items.

Coun Satinder Bell, cabinet member for
Health and Wellbeing said: “This invest-
ment will help prevent serious harm to
health and reduce weather-related illness
to those living rough. It will also help
reduce avoidable hospital admissions.

“The emergency accommodation also
presents an opportunity to offer people
access to further care and help.”

Director of Public Health, Lisa McNally,
added: “SWEP saves lives. This funding
will ensure that no one in Worcestershire
has to face freezing temperatures without
the offer of a safe, warm place to stay.
‘We are delighted to be able to continue to
offer this support at a time when pressures
on housing are so great.”

A spokesperson for Worcestershire’s six
district councils said: “We welcome this
funding, which will help us continue to
provide vital support to people sleeping
rough during periods of severe weather.

“As district councils, we are exploring
how we commission support for people
who are sleeping rough, with a greater
focus on prevention and early support
so we can help people off the streets for
good.

“SWEP will continue to play an impor-
tant role within that approach, providing
an essential emergency response when
conditions put lives at risk.”

5 STAR
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Reviews #

@ The Will Partners

www.thewillpartners.co.uk

‘ Who are your Executors, family,
or someone else?

@ Are your wishes up to date?

5 REASONS TO REVIEW YOUR WILL

@ Are you up to date with legislation?
@ Have you built in “What if” clauses?
@ Where is the original Will?
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01527 877313

11 Kidderminster Road,
Bromsgrove, B61 7))
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Set in the village of Tardebigge...
We offer a wonderfully warm welcome as well as;
Breakfast, Lunch, afternoon Tea &

100% homemade cakes!

Our fabulous coffee is hand crafted to your liking, served
to your table by one of our friendly team!

If you happen to be over 65

then Tuesdays are our 10% off , the entire menu, VIP days!

Our gallery is a wonderful space filled with a delight of local art by
local artists. As well as being open 6 days a week for general viewing,
you can also hire The Gallery for workshops, private parties of up to
12 people or for your networking meetings.
(larger meetings can be accomodated in the main cafe).
Call one of the team on 01527 336998 for more information

The

Gallery

Find us orfiFacebook & Insta

PAGE 27

Opening Times:
Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday to Saturday: 8am - 4pm
Sunday (breakfast only) 9am - 2pm

Special offer 1
Quiche of the day
£10.00

(usual price - £12.50)

Special offer 2
Cream tea for 2
£10.00

(usual price £13.00)

——

Special offer 3
Soup & a sandwich
£9.50

(usual price £12.50)

——

Special offer 4
15% off any original piece
of art in the gallery

10% off any print from
one of our racks




Time to join
Race for Life

PEOPLE are being invited to go ‘all in’ against
cancer this spring by signing up for Race for Life
in Redditch.

Cancer Research UK’s much-loved events,
which raise funds for life-saving research, are
returning to the town.

Money raised at Race for Life enables scien-
tists to find new ways to prevent, diagnose and
treat cancer - to bring about a world where
everybody lives longer, better lives, free from the
fear of cancer.

The Race for Life 5k and 10k events take place
at Arrow Valley Park on Sunday June 14. People
of all ages and abilities are welcome.

A month later - on July 11 - the Birmingham
Pretty Muddy 5k will take place at Cofton Park
in Rednal.

Cancer Research UK’s Race for Life raises mil-
lions of pounds every year across the UK, fund-
ing crucial research.

Alanis Morata, a spokesperson for Cancer
Research UK, urged everyone to ‘go all in against
cancer and to help fund life-saving research’.

“Sadly nearly one in two of us will get cancer in
our lifetime but all of us can support the research
that will beat it.

“Spring is an ideal time to commit to getting
more active as the days get a little warmer.

“Race for Life powers progress and it relies on
a whole community of people coming together,
united by a common purpose to beat cancer.

“Whether you're a five-a-side crew, book club,
dance troupe, yoga club, fancy doing something
with your friends - or on your own - we want
everyone to join us.

Since it began in 1994, more than 10 million
people have taken part in Race for Life, con-
tributing millions of pounds towards life-saving
research.

The charity also helped prove the link between
tobacco and cancer, preventing millions of
deaths worldwide.

Visit raceforlife.org for more information.
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Check your purse for
fake notes is the advice

RESIDENTS and businesses in
Bromsgrove are being warned to
be on their guard after a number of
counterfeit notes have been found in
circulation in the district.

Officers have received several reports
of fake bank notes being used and West
Mercia Police is now issuing advice on
how to spot them.

This latest find in Bromsgrove comes
just a fortnight after fake notes were
discovered in Redditch.

The force said: “We have been made
aware of incidents whereby counterfeit
notes, which are entirely worthless, were
used to purchase high-value electronic
goods on an online selling forum.”

And it recommended residents and
businesses use online banking to receive
payments for goods, especially when
using social media selling sites, and to
ensure they check cash thoroughly when
transacting in notes.

The notes (pictured) are completely
worthless and police want residents,
shopkeepers and other businesses to be
more vigilant in spotting them.

The hologram image on the notes
should change between ‘Twenty’ and
‘Pounds’ when tilted and the transpar-
ent window should have clearly defined
images and edges.

Words on the notes, especially ‘Bank
of England’ should be in raised print.

If a note feels unusual, appears blurry
or lacks security features, it should not
be accepted.

For more on checking notes, visit: orlo.
uk/jA7ns and, if they are counterfeit, call

-
- 1 [

These fake bank notes have been circulating in Bromsgrove. s

police on 101. Businesses should also
notify their banks.

People carrying out face-to-face trans-
actions should not put themselves at

risk by confronting anyone directly, try
to retain the note if it is safely possible
to do so and then report it to police.
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to be featured in the next edi

Following on from the fantastic response to
our debut "Winter' edition of Seasons,
we're delighted to announce that Seasons
'Spring' edition is about to be sprung.

As the days grow longer and our towns,
villages and the countryside emerge from
the long dark days of winter, we are all
enjoying the arrival of the 'Spring' of 2026.

ard
Beading t Museu | for siC,

our schoo collapse |

Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply
browse on line

Councill Jyp in
more Ure gown’

n of Seasons, or if you'd like more details -

Seasons

The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
will celebrate everything
uplifting, inspiring and
quintessentially local across
the three counties of
‘Warwickshire, Worcestershire
and the West Midlands.

The beautifully glossy AS
magazine will once again be
freely available in print, from a
major supermarket near you -
and, the 'Spring' edition of
Seasons will also be available
247 on line and will be
showcased across all of our
local Observer and Standard
Newspapers, websites and
social media platforms for the
next 12 months.

So you'll be able to enjoy the
exclusive, evergreen, editions
of Seasons by logging on to
WwWw.seasons-magazine.com
where you can browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247
and soon, you'll be able to
enjoy the 'Spring' edition of

AP

just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Paul, Gareth or Sharon.

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team

Seasons too!
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Spreading the county message

WORCESTERSHIRE tourism businesses have
been given a major opportunity to reach new
international markets during English Tourism
‘Week, as the county welcomed 29 global travel
buyers for a three-day visit.

The familiarisation trip, delivered with sup-
port from Cotswolds Tourism, VisitEngland,
UKinbound and Great Western Railway, show-
cased the best of Worcestershire and helped
local businesses connect directly with interna-
tional tour operators.

‘Welcoming such a large group of travel
trade buyers has significant economic value
for the county. According to UKinbound, the
travel trade is responsible for 43 per cent of
all inbound tourism to the UK, meaning strong
relationships with international buyers play
an important role in supporting local jobs and
attracting year-round visitors.

In the lead-up to the event, both Visit
‘Worcestershire and Cotswolds Tourism worked

closely with local businesses to support their
journey towards becoming travel-trade ready,
ensuring they could confidently engage with
international markets.

A key highlight of the trip was a dedicated
business workshop hosted at Stanbrook Abbey,
where 30 Worcestershire and Cotswolds tourism
businesses met directly with international buy-
ers.

The workshop created a marketplace for sup-
pliers to showcase their products, accommoda-
tion and experiences, while forming valuable
new relationships with the global travel trade.

Lorna Robinson, visitor economy and desti-
nation manager at Visit Worcestershire, said:
“We're delighted with the success of the trip and
the feedback from buyers.

“Many were genuinely surprised by the quality
and depth of what Worcestershire has to offer -
not just our attractions and landscapes, but our
people.”
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Cash boost to
support those
on the streets

A SERVICE which looks after rough
sleepers during periods of extreme
weather in Worcestershire has received
a £100,000 funding boost.

The County Council has confirmed that
the Public Health funding for 2026/27 will
support the county’s six district councils
to keep rough sleepers safe when tempera-
tures plummet. This is on top of funding
provided by the district councils.

The Severe Weather Emergency
Protocol (SWEP) is a life-saving emer-
gency response that provides warm, safe
accommodation to people sleeping rough
during dangerous weather conditions.

It is seen as vital in reducing prevent-
able deaths and supporting some of the
county’s most vulnerable residents.

SWEP is activated when temperatures
are forecast to fall to freezing or below,
when a red weather warning is issued.

It can also be activated during heatwaves
or at times when localised conditions, such
as flooding, pose a risk to people without a
place to go home to.

The service also opens for five nights
over Christmas, regardless of the weath-
er.
Cold weather significantly increases the
risk of hypothermia, respiratory illness,
stroke and other severe health conditions
for people sleeping rough.

Public Health’s continued investment
will help councils offer emergency accom-

modation, on-site overnight support where
facilities allow, as well as food and essen-
tial items.

Coun Satinder Bell, cabinet member for
Health and Wellbeing said: “This invest-
ment will help prevent serious harm to
health and reduce weather-related illness
to those living rough. It will also help
reduce avoidable hospital admissions.

“The emergency accommodation also
presents an opportunity to offer people
access to further care and help.”

Director of Public Health, Lisa McNally,
added: “SWEP saves lives. This funding
will ensure that no one in Worcestershire
has to face freezing temperatures without
the offer of a safe, warm place to stay.
We are delighted to be able to continue to
offer this support at a time when pressures
on housing are so great.”

A spokesperson for Worcestershire’s six
district councils said: “We welcome this
funding, which will help us continue to
provide vital support to people sleeping
rough during periods of severe weather.

“As district councils, we are exploring
how we commission support for people
who are sleeping rough, with a greater
focus on prevention and early support
so we can help people off the streets for
good.

“SWEP will continue to play an impor-
tant role within that approach, providing
an essential emergency response when
conditions put lives at risk.”

Check out our E-Editions!

01337 830398
07712 327808
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HUGE FRINGE FESTIVAL | FREE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
MUSIC | SCREENINGS | POP-UP MUSEUM
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
N

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY

6 3 8

(00)
\o}

ACROSS DOWN
1. Compassion (4) 1. Outlook (8)
3. Tranquil (8) 2. Subject for

discussion (5)
4. Property (6)
5. Promoting the same

9. Be a glutton (7)
10. Cherish (5)
(

11. Absurd (12) end (12)
13. Advent (6) 6. Luck (7)
15. Beset (6) 7. Ogle (4)
17. Miraculous (12) 8. Public accusation (12)

12. Solitary (8)

14. Sickly-sentimental (7)
16. Purpose (6)

22. Godliness (8) 18. Emitting fumes (5)
23. Given new colour (4) 19. Work (4)

20. Throbbing (5)
21. Sincere (7)

o

7 1

2

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Beyoncé singles

[SIDRMS T ALLICR
WTEAEDMUFARY
EEIUJLSAITNI
WIFVARHSAULO
EABOGIAFEBEYV
RECYDRAIERCE
EGHEETEEKBES
RNKCACHNORNDO
OAONLEAERRLE
UDTIPEBLUIST
SLEHARRINGDL
IYVOLKIITHOR
NLOWORTDNEWL
RITHANOFAYMO
LGYGUTULESEM

mM<ZWP>POrI-20rmND»
ZxA=-<0-mu9vZ--Crp>»0
CTUOU<O0=2003>07OM-=-=

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

25865 gives an animal;
958643  gives a bird;
1536784 gives a fish.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ROLL
Charge
Register
Panel
Irritate
Grain
DICE

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

R?\

P .

T

U A
A|A

How you rate
10 words: average 20 words: very good
15 words: good 25 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

il
ull
il |
HlEEEE EaEE

N<XXS<C-UVWIODVOZSIrX=»xTOMmMOUN®m>
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ACROSS

1. Volumes or manuscripts of ancient text (7)
8. One who takes overall administrative
responsibility for a motion picture (8)
9. Edible pasta cases with savoury filling (7)
10.  Greek island which gives its name to a long-
leaved lettuce (3)
1. Acardinal point of the compass (4)
14.  Sovereign independent republic of Asia (5)
15. A castle or fortress in a north African town (6)
16.  Line with a running noose, for catching cattle,
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kept from 1640 to 1706 (6)
27.  Pole tossed or hurled by Highland athletes (5) .“.. . .“. lopuyyied [d3ympiom
29.  Roman emperor from AD 54 to 68 (4) 4=97 '9=G7 =T
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4. Various strong-flavoured or aromatic 13, Thriller by Graham Greene, set feelings” (6)
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™ L Learn from yesterday,
- d’ live for today,
| *% hope for tomorrow.
. & 1 ¥ Anonymous
m ﬁ;‘% m b "‘ ng olrces
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com
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IN MEMORIAM DEATHS MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
— — SERVICES I
. 519 Evesham Road,
FIONA CHART || As Time Goes By ST NS JER S
: YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN S 4 Redditch, B97 5JP
Happy Jane Nichola MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP ’
40th Wedding Headstones, Cremation Tablets, h
Kt Aged 53 years. Additional Inscriptions and allu
: niversary ’ Peacefully popped her clogs on vl:et':"vaﬂo" wt;":lk - "
E"Jllji:’j (;Vzlzviear Friday 13th March 2026. Em:il:' kwf:;vl:ta:r @belﬁ:::m)(’iz:.gc': S flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
From - AR Please call 01527 550505 www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
Dusty e N :;Q' 2.~ ||To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times TOW] 527 550 700
IN MEMORIAM Y, s £ Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate - 5
— Redditch B97 5XP
“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
240324 If you have a
FUNERAL
CONWAY message for a | pirecrons
L
Carol loved one,
call our
Always in our team on
hearts
Eddie, Louise, 01 52 7 G il ;
Lotty, Hatty, & James Giles
Dan, Jane, Kyle 5 8 8 6 8 8 e ?O?: =
and Sol .
The Complete
X Funeral Directors
R & 7/ b, S ,
Y e Y e -
"ra A Allow our family
“cm to care for your family

www.jamesgilesandsonsitd.co.uk

Y ‘4
S pec lﬂl/ ll
~ o & BROMSGROVE DROITWICH STUDLEY )

An/n/@wn/c ents

01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE

FUNERAL
T DIRECTORS

| An Independentf Family Owned Funeral Directqrs .

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

: THOMAS BROTHERS
Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to -

appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

You can call us on 01527 588688 REDDITCH » BROMSGROVE
or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your 01527 547777 01527 831700
telephone contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER

reception@bullivantmedia.com

Prices start from just k4%

(inc Vat)

01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939
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= ' Y Learn from yesterday,
live for toda;
¥ - « Y,

| A i‘ % hope for tomorrow.
' .“ Anonymous

'S Ty Nivies

FUNE!
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
- —

Tv.,] 0]527 588688 Emdll r&,CLptlonObulllvdntmndld com }
APTEEL . WS ) IORSEETET B NS T e

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

R.L.Rea

I'unceral Directors Led.

Say goodbye

your way
* A Family Firm Established in 1967
Reassure your loved ones that
r funeral i n

e * Your Local, Independent Complete
you wanted, Choose from a fully Funeral Directors and Memorial
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. MaSOhS

Avrange an appointment today * Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
0121 459 9111 Professional Service 24 hours a day,

Professionally qualified

365 days a year
i;";e,ﬁf,:‘:ﬁ%,';23?,:,‘3,:2?‘“‘"5 e ’4 \I;_i‘ “v . Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery . Private c ha pel of Rest

mortonsfunerals.co.uk
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

Whatever fhe nceasion, wiynarsend  Culfawr ()] 5777 SQRHRR
» ot - T—
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNC

Advertisement Key: ADVSTD = Wider Publicity, DEP =
Departure, FPS = Footpath Setting, LBS = Listed
Building Setting, MAJ = Major Development.
25/00369/FUL LBS
Site: Land Adjacent, Holmes Lane, Lower Bentley,
Worcestershire.

Proposal: Demolition of Existing Field Shelter

and Erection of Stables and Hay Barn.

26/00218/0UT MAJ ADVSTD FPS DEP
Site: Land At Brake Lane, Brake Lane, Hagley,
Worcestershire.

Proposal: Outline planning appllcatlon for

the ofupto 111

(Use Class C3) including public open space

and associated infrastructure; means of access
(all matters reserved apart from access). The
proposed development does not accord with
the provisions of the development plan in force
in the area to which the application relates.
25/00492/FUL

Site: Land At Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley,
Worcestershire DY9 9JH.

Proposal: Material change of use of land to use
as a residential caravan site for 5 Traveller pitches,

DEP

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle
Operator’s Licence
Walon Ltd of Sandall
Bridge, Long Sandall,
Doncaster, DN2 4SF is
applying to change an
existing licence as follows:
To add an operating centre
to keep 10 goods vehicles
and 10 trailers at Bransons
Cross Truck Park & Cafe,
Bransons Cross Farm,
Beoley Lane, Redditch,

B98 9DP.

Owners or occupiers of land
(including buildings) near
the operating centre(s) who
believe that their use or
enjoyment of that land
would be affected, should
make written
representations to the Traffic
Commissioner,  Quarry
House, Quarry Hill, Leeds,
LS2 7UE stating their
reasons, within 21 days of
this notice. Representors
must at the same time send
a copy of their
representations to the
applicant at the address
gven at the top of this
notice. A Guide to Making
Representations is available
at www.gov.uk/government/
publications/a-guide-to-
n:\qking-reprfsemat‘lqns-

including the laying of g and
of a 1.8m timber fence. (Retrospechve) The proposed
development does not accord with the

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

SHIHLEY EILEEN)TAVLDH

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925
any persons having a_claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the above named, late
of 12 Gorsey Close, Astwood
gank, dedl\ch Worcestershire,

o ded on
Shi0ns, are required to
send writen partcuars throof
1o the undersigned on or before
28/05/2026, after which date the
Esate il be dtibuted having
e the claims and
inrests 3o which hey have pad
Sar ‘Legal Limited, Stand
House, 70 The S(rand
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire,
B618DQ

PUBLIC NOTICES
| ———

MAVIS ELIZABETH
ESSON Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
8 Nuffield Drive, Droitwich,
WR9 0D}, who died on
18/06/2025, must send written
details to the address below
by 28/05/2026, after which the
Estate will be distributed with
regard only to claims and in-

terests notified.
Anthony Collins
Solicitors LLP,
134 Edmund Street,
Birmingham, B3 2ES.

go‘ud_s-veﬁlicle-opé’rator-
icensing. Ref: G53.072144.0004

of the development plan in force in the area to which
the application relates.

25/00844/FUL DEP ADVSTD FPS
Site: St Aidan’s Church, Station Road, Wythall,
Worcestershire B47 6AG.

Proposal: Demolition of church and erection
of a dwelling house and garage. The proposed
development does not accord with the provisions
of the development plan in force in the area to
which the application relates.

Application forms and plans may be inspected

online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications

Comments can be submitted online, via email

% i

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Gareth Boast trading as Lincs Haulage of]|
'Woolmere Pastures, Droitwich Road, Hanbury,
B60 4DD is applying for a licence to use
Woolmere Pastures, Droitwich Road, Hanbury,
B60 4DD as an operating centre for 2 goods vehi-
cles and | trailer.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic|

gov.uk or
in wrlﬂng Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

STRATFORD-

C issi at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their reasons, within 2|
days of this notice. Representors must at the same
time send a copy of their representations to the
applicant at the address given at the top of this
notice. A Guide to Making Representations is
available at www.gov.uk/object-hgv-operator-
licence.

Council Tax Premiums for Second Homes

Stratford-on-Avon District Council’s Council approved the introduction of council
tax premiums for second homes across the District from 1 April 2027.

This follows national changes enabling councils in England to apply an additional
charge of up to 100% on second homes, defined as properties that are
substantially furnished but not used as anyone’s sole or main residence.
Stratford on Avon District has over 850 second homes, representing more than
1% of the District’s entire housing stock. Raising the cost of owning a second
home is intended to encourage some properties back into the housing market.
Increasing the supply of homes for local residents remains a priority within the
Council Plan, which commits to delivering “affordable, well built and maintained
homes” and making decisions in the broader public interest.

Aformal on the was carried out between 15
land (including buildings)
December 2025 and 2 February 2026. near the operating centres
* 589 online responses were received who believe that their use
N . ; or enjoyment of that land
e 8 paper questionnaires were submitted would be affected, should
« 14 additional responses were received via letter or email make written

All 859 second home owners were contacted directly

The consultation was shared widely through local press, social media, the
Citizens’ Panel, parish and town councils, and the residents’ email newsletter

The consultation report is aval lable for the public to view at hitps:/www.stratford.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle
Operator’s Licence
121 Grab Hire Ltd of
Mayfield Bungalow, 332a
Stourbridge Rd, Catshill,
Bromsgrove, B61 9LJ is
applying to change an
existing licence as follows:

To add an operating centre
to keep 8 goods vehicles
and 0 trailers at Home
Farm, Mill Lane, Wildmoor,
Bromsgrove, B61 0BX.
Owners or occupiers of

representations to the
Traffic Commissioner at
Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE sating
their reasons, within 21
days of this  notice.

gov. -

ond-h

o must at the

Stratford-on-Avon District Council

All second home owners affected by the change will receive written notification
before 31 March 2026. Across the summer, the Council will also be holding some the
advice clinics for residents who want to understand in more detail what this
means for them and if any exceptions apply to them.

The 100% premium will then be implemented from 1 April 2027, in line with
statutory requirements to provide one year’s notice before changes take
effect.

Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6HX
WWW.STRATFORD.GOV.UK

same time send a copy of
their representations to
applicant at the
address given at the top of
this notice. A Guide to
Making Representations
is available at: www.gov.
uk/government/
publications/a-guide-to-
making-representations-
objections-and-
complaints-goods-
vehicle-operator-ficensing

889885 L2S10 B0 8sisApe 0L
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MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
seated chair
deliver
07703 925662

MOBILITY
SCOOTER

Go-Go Elite
Traveller
4 wheel type
Folds up for car
Charger
New batteries
Range 10 miles
Could deliver

£260
07584932645

MISCELLANEOUS
L

TELEVISION
Panasonic 42” good
working order £75
ono 01527 523559

TWO table lamps
medium size cream
base with peacocks
on the front,
umbrella shaped
shades £15 for both
07738740038

LIGHT Oak dining
chairs & extending
table  £60  ono
07799851517

GLASS topped
cabinet Yew wood
cupboards  bottom
£50 07799851517

BABY cot - Wooden
with  sliding  side
access, no mattress
£20 Tel 07925170951

SQUARE cane table
with glass top, ideal
for conservatory, 46
X 46 x S4cm £15 Tel
07925170951

NURSING Chair £25
07719695685

PAPER shredder £5
Tel 07925170951

1930’S Antique Chair
£80 07719695685

YORK fitness stepper
£25 07811002531

MISCELLANEOUS
—

HORNBY 00 gauge
diesel  locomotive
(Cat Ref R347) BR
Class 37 in green
livery with late crest.
Test run and very
little used. Excellent
unmarked condition
¢/ w original box and
instructions. £24. Tel
07415322794

HORNBY 00 gauge
diesel locos both in
BR blue livery, Class
25 (Cat Ref R877)
with revised running

no 25071 (£25).
Class 55  Deltic
(Cat Ref R2879)

DCC Ready with
running no 55001
“St Paddy”  (£30).
Both in excellent
unmarked condition,
¢ / w original boxes
and manufacturers
paperwork. Test run
only. Or £50 the pair.
Tel 07415322794

DRIZA-BONE
Australian
lightweight
waterproof dry wax
riding coat. Navy
blue. Knee length.
Fits 12-16. Rear vent
covers horse rump.
As new. £60. 07840
800965

The Standard, Friday March 27, 2026

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS

N N

00 gauge locomotives, | AIRFIX 00 gauge
Hornby (Ref R2468) “Royal Scot”
BR Class 3F jinty | locomotive and
weathered black | tender (Ref54121-3)
livery edition £35. | Class7PinBR green

Bachmann (Ref livery, early emblem
31-626) Fowler [ ¢ / w original box
Class 3F with tender | 2nd  instructions.
BR  black, with Excellent runner,
early cmbl(’:m and little used, and in
. unmarked condition.

DeC ready i85 | _s20 Tel 07415322794
unused  condition, | ROLAND Cartier
test run only ¢ / w lealher( shoes with
original boxes and mesh inserts, peep
instructions. Tel w?’ stiletto hz:,el,
colour pewter,

07415322794 | ze 8. Still in box.
LADIES  full  size Worn once indoors.

push bike. Excellent

Excellent condition.

condition with Original cost
extras.£70.Ring was  £65.00. Will
after 6pm Rugby, accept £20.00. Tele:
07909152744 07934132759
WANTED
[
**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

&

Advertise them in

Observer
"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or

alternatively email your free ad to; fi

T I L I L X A

1| |Free Lineage (ltems upto value £500) | |Paid for Boxed Ad (items of any value)
1 Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

I (MAX 15 WORDS)

ETHING TO

ELL

com

Raise some
extra cash
and make

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less —its
FREE OF CHARGE

in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your

ds@bulli di

advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in
a boxed advertisement

for just

Tel:

£5.75 (inc vat)

1 Details (Not for Publication):

Initial

Surname

I Address

3 PIECE

SUITE

Postcode

brown leather,

Mobile

I o
e

perfect

§ Email:

1 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £

1 or alternatively
T please debit my card
Credit Card Number

for £

Visa/

Delta

condition
as new

£550

Start:

1 Exp:

§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits)

I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East,
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 BBP or email your advertisement to
1

Issue No. (if

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

4
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 i
1 can deliver
1 Telephone
] 10234 567890
1

(£5.75 incVAT example
2 boxed advertisement)
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

CARPETS
—

07753

¥ taken up! \
Furniture §
moved!

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon |

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT
] supplied

800737

€) © www.cliftcarpets.com

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—

‘(\\ My Clean Gutters

Freephone: 0800 UL63373
Birmingham: 0121 652 0374
Redditch 01527 900 787
Mosite: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

FHﬂBl[M" ||||N TWI"HW' ‘ﬁgﬁ 7 G
i -\

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH(
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmith @live.co.uk

U731 608653 21 S22

GARDENING
SERVICES

GRASS CUTTING

COVERING REDDITCH,
STUDLEY & BROMSGROVE

No job too small
Locally based

can 07512 852290

GARDENING
SERVICES

JEFS

-
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome,
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Kitchens &
Bathrooms
FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION
QUALITY KITCHENS
& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED
PLUMBING,
CARPENTRY, TILING,
WORKTOP & DOOR
REPLACEMENT
(Supply & fit, supply only or fit only)
LOCAL TRADESMAN
NO JOB T0O SMALL

07971 684 353

LANDSCAPING
—

SKIP HIRE
—

D.A TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped ani

Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base
FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

LOGS

A&S SKIPS
A Division of gmmigmms {Redditch) LTD

+ 2,4 &1 yard skips

Shp’.ﬁﬂllwmt doors guaﬁﬁued

 Com
el 01

VISA

SKIP HIRE
—

LOGS

Mainly Ash
£120, £220, £390
loads delivered
Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken

Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our
website

www.rbtimber.uk

ROOFING
—_—

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
Promp( reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

CaII 01 527 63644

Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

N A Y
GIVE A LOCAL EXPERT A CALL!

)WELLS ROOFEN
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ¢ Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325

5 (-

@

Our CIassmed pages are full of
Experts waiting to heip!
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Appomtments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED
With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239
Gold Crest

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time

= ‘ [
Drivers 'I' "I.I.,
Transporting children to school. —

Vehicle provided. We can offer you....
— ALSO —

Part time hours with or caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
without experience. kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Contact 07399 848 639 Bullivantedia

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01927 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk
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New GT models

MERCEDES have launched two new
performance models off the back of
their concept AMG GT track sport.

It forms the basis for the new Mercedes-
AMG GT3 and the future Mercedes-AMG GT
Black Series — the current GT family is thus
being expanded by two models.

With this project, the performance and
sports car brand from Affalterbach once again
underlines its ambition to set new standards
in both Customer Racing and on the road.

The road-legal variant of the concept car
serves as a homologation model for the GT3
SUCCEesSsor.

The name “TRACK SPORT” was chosen
deliberately - as a bridge between the uncom-

promising track performance of the Mercedes-
AMG GT3 and the extreme yet road-legal per-
formance that has always characterised the
Black Series models.

Since October 2025, the prototype - cam-
ouflaged with yellow-green and red accents
- has been undergoing extensive dynamic
testing on test tracks and racetracks. In addi-
tion to the in-house development track in
Immendingen, this has included Bilster Berg,
Portimao and Monteblanco.

With the start of the testing phase on the
Niirburgring Nordschleife, the next stage of
development is now underway.

Also the colours are now clearly defined
- red will in future represent the Mercedes-

AMG GT3 as a central element of the

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately

Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313

Mercedes-AMG Motorsport colour
scheme, whilst yellow-green will rep-
resent the Mercedes-AMG GT Black
Series.

The Mercedes-AMG GT3 marks
the logical evolution of Mercedes-
AMG’s successful Customer Racing
Programme.

The foundations for the brand’s
Customer Racing commitment were
laid in 2010.

The first full racing season fol-
lowed in 2011 with the Mercedes-
Benz SLS AMG GT3. This success
story has been consistently contin-
ued with the Mercedes-AMG GT3

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B97 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm

Mount Pleasant iarage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all MoT classes

Iel: 01327 63000

from 2016 and the Evo version from
020.

The decision to develop a suc-
cessor to the GT3 led to the estab-
lishment of Affalterbach Racing
GmbH - a wholly-owned subsidiary
of Mercedes-AMG — which, together
with Mercedes-AMG Motorsport, is
responsible for the development and
construction of the new vehicle.

The new GT3 is currently in an
intensive development phase. The
aim is to continue the successful
Customer Racing legacy whilst set-
ting new standards in performance,
safety and competitiveness.

Power, endurance and bound-
less performance - that describes
the pinnacle of the Mercedes-AMG
range. Since 2006, selected mod-
els have borne the coveted ‘Black
Series’ designation.

As is well known, AMG’s roots
lie in motor racing. In 1967, it
was the visionary idea of founders
Hans Werner Aufrecht and Erhard
Melcher to develop cars based on
Mercedes vehicles that could meet
the performance demands of profes-
sional motor racing. The focus was
on transferring racing DNA to the
road.

A key model in this development
was the Mercedes-Benz SLK 55
AMG. With its powerful 360 hp 5.5-
litre V8 engine, it demonstrated its
impressive performance in Formula
1, amongst other places, as the offi-
cial FIA F1 Safety Car.

Further details on both vehicles
will be announced at a later date.

TN At

Mechanical Repairs
M.O.T..\Work Diagnostics
Servicing etc...

01527 875565 * 07791 149235

Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing C( Vehicle Testing
Station Station

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

PRIVATE CAR§ COM&V{E}&CIAL & FLEET
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
MoT TESTING INCLUDING
CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
14 SHERWOOD ROAD
ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
BROMSGROVE B60 3DR

Hagley Cars

— CASH PAID —
JAPANESE & CITY CARS

TOYOTA AYGO

CITROEN C1 || PEUGEOT 107
TOYOTA YARIS | HONDA JAZZ | HONDA CIVIC
MAZDA 2/3 || SUZUKI SWIFT

DO R B O

INSTANT FREE 2006-2018 NO
CASH OFFER COLLECTION  MODELS  OBLIGATION

SUBARU

SAME-DAY PAYMENT

\ J

01527 8754&/837070

MartinlFloydMotorgSenvices

45 years experience locally

. AII Aspects of otor Serwcmg

Competitive Prices

44

...and a few comments from very satisfied customers:
Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working
around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks

"

M@E@ﬁ'[ﬁ] F
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N LANDMARK

LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS
FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB
* Block Paving * Patms * Slabbing * Driveways
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* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecnurts * Fencing

anteed for 5 Years - No Deposit Required
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by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH Spa’s title
hopes took a blow following a 2-2 draw
against bottom side Lydney Town in
midweek.

Spa twice fell behind against the divi-
sion’s basement club as James Baldwin and
Alex Dugmore struck to rescue a point for
the Saltmen at the King George Playing
Fields.

The result means Droitwich slip to third
in the Hellenic League Premier Division
table, five points behind league leaders
Slimbridge.

Spa survived an early scare as Ibrahim
Olateju failed to find the net from close
range.

However, the visitors stunned Andy
Crowther’s side on 14 minutes when Jordi
Sheen scored a sublime overhead kick to
leave Joe Stockton with no chance.

Spa searched for an equaliser as Cory
Rudd shot narrowly wide before the same
player forced Alex Causon into a smart
save.

And Jay Sauntson then saw his effort
cleared off the line while Dugmore and
Charlie Tilley caused plenty of problems for
the Lydney defence to no avail.

Tilley scuffed a volley moments before
the break as Spa trailed by a single goal at
the interval.

However, the Saltmen eventually drew
level on 56 minutes when Baldwin’s cross-
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Spa drop points in title
race ahead of cup final
showdown in Hereford

Alex Dugmbre wins a flick-on a§ain§t -
Highworth. Picture by Mathew Mason.

shot slipped through the hands of Causon
in torrential conditions.

Spa looked to take the lead moments later
as Dugmore saw his header saved while
Rohan Levy headed over the crossbar.

However, Lydney won a contentious pen-
alty 10 minutes from time when Olatejo
went to ground in the box under a challenge
from Levy.

And Olatejo sent the resulting penalty
down the middle of the goal to put Lydney
back in front.

Spa quickly found an equaliser when
Dugmore headed in Baldwin’s cross as the
Saltmen drew level for a second time.
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However, despite chances at both ends,
the game ended all square in a blow to
Spa’s title hopes.

That came after Droitwich claimed a 1-0
win against Highworth Town last weekend.

Rudd scored the game’s only goal on
the hour mark for Spa at the King George
Playing Fields.

The Saltmen broke the deadlock against
the run of play on 60 minutes as Rudd fired
home from outside the penalty area.

Droitwich are next in action against
Hereford Pegasus in the final of the
Challenge Cup on Sunday, March 29 with
kick-off at 4.30pm at Old School Lane.
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GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
Your local expert plantsman

33 Years Experience in Horticulture with a
local major Garden Centre
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Cycllsts compete at
Battle on the Beach

CYCLING

DROITWICH Cycling
Club kicked off the
2026 season in style as
the club’s riders com-
peted in both off-road
and road racing events.

A team of
Droitwich CC
took on the Battle on
the Beach race - the
United Kingdom’s larg-
est off-road cycling
event.

The event attracted
almost 800 entrants and
took place at Pembrey
Country Park in South
Wales.

The demanding course
combines long stretches
of sand with gravel sec-
tions and technical sin-

gletrack.
Droitwich’s  Rikky
Hughes secured a

favourable start position
and held his own among
pro riders to finish 34th

in his category.

And Viv Elliott also
produced a notable ride
as she competed fol-
lowing a recent illness
having only taken up
racing in the veterans’
category last year.

Droitwich riders also
competed on the road
as Joe Tyler followed
up a solid ride at the
Inkberrow Road Race
by picking up points at
the Rainbows charity
criterium in Leicester

and rode alongside
teammate Marcus
Bufton.

For more information
regarding the club’s
events throughout the
year, visit: www.droit-
wichcyclingclub.co.uk
Droitwich Cycling Club
made a strong start to
the new cycling sea-
son. Picture by Martin
Stanley.
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TYRES

Est 1988

TRADE TYRE PRICES TO
THE PUBLIC

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK

Serving Tr

e & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR




