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A CALL has been made for people
to help transform Droitwich’s street
cabinets into works of art.

The green boxes, which house vital
broadband and phone connections,
are often viewed as unsightly and can
be vulnerable to graffiti.

Wychavon District Council and
cabinets owner Openreach, have tea-
med up with community public arts

organisation WeTheSeeds to launch
the ‘signals of joy: cabinet mural
competition’, which will see nine
cabinets turned into professional,
hand-painted works of art.

The art will be inspired by the
stories, hopes and memories of the
people of Droitwich.

‘WeTheSeeds was the creative force
behind the murals on Union Lane and
The Talbot.

Anyone who lives, works or stud-
ies in Droitwich is invited to join a
community workshop between 3pm

.

and 5.30pm on Tuesday, in the John
Corbett Room of the Droitwich Spa
Community Hall.

Councillor Rob Adams, Wychavon
executive board member for strong
communities, culture and sport, said:
“I urge residents to answer the call
and help turn an essential part of our
communication infrastructure into a
celebration of everything that makes
Droitwich Spa special.”

Rikesh Patel, creative director of
‘WeTheSeeds Public Arts Placemaking
UK, said: “We need as many people

to share their stories and ideas with
us as possible so we can turn this
overlooked infrastructure into beau-
tiful markers of identity, community
and change.”

For those who cannot make the
event, a worksheet can be download-
ed from wychavon.gov.uk/signals-of-
joy and submitted online. Paper cop-
ies are available from Droitwich Spa
Heritage Centre and The Craft Café
in Old Market Court, on High Street.

The closing date for entries is May
11.

It’s time to
splash away

DROITWICH’S new £550,000
splash pad has opened in time
for the school holidays.

The new-look area, which will
open from 10am to 6pm each
day, is part of the lido’s expan-
sion and moved from the out-
door saltwater pool to a new
site near the tennis courts.

The previous water play area
opened in 2011 but, in recent
years, frequently broke down
and was costly to repair.

During the easter break, the
site will host ‘splash hours’ fea-
turing inflatables, floats, rub-
ber rings, music and plenty of
water fun.

The next sessions are planned
from 1pm to 2pm today (Good
Friday), between 2pm and 3pm
tomorrow and Easter Sunday,
(April 4 and 5) and from l1pm
to 2pm every day from bank
holiday Monday to next Friday.

All splash hour sessions cost
§5.80, for both children and
adults.

The new-look splash pad
has opened in the Lido Park.
Picture courtesy of Wychavon
District Council. s

Are you looking to improve or
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enlarge your driveway or patio?

“= We can provide you with a beautiful new -
; patio or driveway in Coventry,
Bromsgrove, Redditch, Solihull

« We've designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not be R‘
phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction
and unlike other driveway companies,
with us you pay absolutely nothing
upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save upto
£1000

|

or Birmingham
5 Year guarantee

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk
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People are urged to
visit MIU unless they
need emergency care

Artists put on a show

AN EXHIBITION of 70 original
works by five Worcestershire
artists is going on display at
Hanbury Hall.

Nature’s Force will be avail-
able to view in the venue’s
Long Gallery, from 9.30am
to 4pm every day between
Easter Sunday and April 15.

It celebrates the wonderful,
colourful and mystical world
around us, featuring bold
landscapes in oils and acryl-
ics, vibrant work in pastels,
digital artwork, collage, tex-
tiles and felting.

The artists — Michelle

Doidge, Amanda Pardoe,
Lucy Rendle, Lyn Sharp and
Lucy Silina — create pieces in
a variety of media.

The exhibition boasts an
eclectic mix of expressive,
abstract and representational,
bold, colourful and contem-
porary pieces.

Each artist has their own
individual technique and
style, giving something to suit
all tastes.

Visitors will be able to meet
the artists and find out about
their techniques and what
inspires them.

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

PEOPLE are being urged to
ensure they get the right treat-
ment this easter bank holiday
weekend.

The minor injury unit (MIU) at
Kidderminster Hospital and Treatment
Centre will be open from 8am to 10pm
every day, including today (Friday)
and on Easter Monday, and x-ray
services will be available between 9am
and 5pm.

This follows a successful extended
offer in March, which saw x-ray serv-
ices available for patients across most
Saturdays and Sundays.

People are urged to go to the MIU
for minor injuries, rather than to A&E
at Redditch’s Alexandra Hospital or
the Worcestershire Royal.

Waiting times are often shorter at
the MIU and patients can be seen a lot
quicker.

MIUs are open throughout week-

ends and bank holidays, treating inju-
ries such as sprains, simple fractures,
cuts, burns, minor head injuries and
wound infections. Using your local
MIU, when appropriate helps reduce
waiting times and keeps emergency
departments free for more serious
cases.

Dawn Shaw, MIU team lead at
Herefordshire and Worcestershire
Health and Care NHS Trust, said:
“Bank holidays are often busy for
both families and local services and
people aren’t always sure where to go
for help.

“By extending x-ray services
throughout the easter weekend, we're
making it easier for people to get the
right care quickly for minor injuries
while also easing some of the pressure
on our emergency departments at a
particularly busy time.”

Patients will be assessed by the MIU
team first.

X-rays are not available as a walk-in
service, however.

Visit hacw.nhs.uk/MIU for more on
‘Worcestershire’s MIU opening times.

People can get expert confidential
advice for minor incidents and ill-
nesses as well as medicines for a range
of minor ailments.

Pharmacy times over the easter
bank holiday weekend will be different
to the usual ones.

Today, the Tesco pharmacy in
Coldfield Drive, Redditch, will be open
from 10am to 4pm; and Morrisons, in
Bromsgrove from 9am to 5pm.

On Easter Sunday, the County
Pharmacy in Church Road, Redditch,
will open from 10am to 1lpm; and
Knights Pharmacy, in Catshill,
Bromsgrove, between 12pm and 3pm.

On Easter Monday, the Tesco phar-
macy on Coldfield Drive, in Redditch,
will be open from 10am to 4pm; and
Bromsgrove Pharmacy, on New Road,
runs from 12pm to 3pm.

People can visit: 111.nhs.uk or call
111 to get advice from trained NHS
staff, including signposting to the
best service to meet their healthcare
needs.

So much more than

self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston

-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house butld an extension or

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200

\

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

'SSa

self storage
association

United Kingdom

Beyond
Storage

-

JEWELLERY REPAIRS

Find us inside: SJ Shoe Repairs,
Unit 3 Park Walk, Kingfisher Centre, Redditch B97 4HD.
(Opposite Sports Direct)

Jewellery repair service ii

Rings resized, Claws replaced, Stones reset,
Chains and Charms soldered and so much more...

@w mn () ewice

Fridays 10am-4pm Saturdays 9am-12noon
Outside of these hours:
Call Sharon Gayle on 07939 620649

@ sharoniquejewellery.co.uk
< sharoniquejewellery@gmail.co

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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A decision will ¥
be made on

a McDonalds
‘drive-thru’ in

Bromsgrowfe -

next weekls

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A DECISION looms on plans to
open a McDonald’s ‘drive-thru’ in
Bromsgrove.

Bromsgrove District Council’s planning
committee will make the decision on
whether to permit the construction of the
takeaway and restaurant, at its meeting
on Thursday.

The outlet would be on the Stourbridge
Road car park and is similar to the pro-
posal submitted back in 2018.

The application also includes car park-
ing, landscaping and alterations to access
the site, which are different to the 2018
application.

The proposed restaurant is expected to
employ more than 65 full-time and part-
time staff.

The restaurant would have a kitchen
and customer seating on the same level
and the proposal includes a side-by-side

drive-thru lane, two order points, cano-
pies and an outside patio area. The chil-
dren’s play area on the previous applica-
tion has been removed.

In planning documents, McDonald’s
claimed its proposal conformed to what
the town centre site could be used for.

IcDona
table

drive-thru
proposal

Documents added, a traffic nent
confirmed the restaurant and takeaway
would be accessible by various modes of
transport including cars, public transport,
by bike and on foot. Cycle stands are
included in the application.

In 2018, there was backlash to the
proposal with several concerns highlight-
ed, including increased traffic on the
Stourbridge and Birmingham roads and
the fact that the fast food outlet was
‘within walking distance of three schools
attended by more than 1,600 pupils’.

The planning meeting will start at 6pm
on Thursday.

Watch the full meeting live on
Bromsgrove District Council’s YouTube
channel.
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A FRIENDLY, HONEST &

RELIABLE SERVICE...

Have your double

* Locks
* Hinges

units misted up?

Don’t despair
elp is here!

WE CAN REPLACE THEM

Call us for a free quote

glazed

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Jail for driver who injured two people

* Mirrors

A DRIVER who seriously
injured two pedestrians
when he crashed his car in
Northfield has been jailed.

Jason Walker was sen-
tenced after the man and
woman, who were both in
their 60s, were struck by
a black Mercedes near the
junction of Frankley Beeches
Road and Sir Herbert Austin
Way, just before 1pm on
December 16, 2024.

The pair suffered serious
injuries.

Walker, of Ambleside, in

Bartley Green, Birmingham,
was arrested for causing
serious injury by dangerous
driving.

An investigation by West
Midlands Police’s serious
collision investigation unit
(SCIU) found that Walker
had been driving between
49mph and 56mph moments
before he crashed into the
man and woman, almost
double the 30mph speed
limit.

The 54-year-old pleaded
guilty and was jailed at

Birmingham Crown Court
for two years and eight
months.

Sgt Paul Hughes, from the
SCIU, said: “Walker showed
complete disregard for the
safety of others.

“His actions demonstrated
a shocking lack of care and
responsibility.

“This case is a stark
reminder of the devastating
consequences of danger-
ous driving. One reckless
decision behind the wheel
can destroy lives forever.”

* Misted Glass

* Safety Glass

* Decorative Glass

* Cat Flaps in Glass

* Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE

WINDOWS
SUPPLIED

FITTED
& N

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors

Drug-driving arrest after car halted

A MAN was arrested on suspicion of drug-
driving when police pulled over a vehicle
in Droitwich on Sunday.

The driver failed a roadside drug test for
cannabis and was arrested on suspicion of
driving over the limit. Checks showed they

YOUR OLD
Uu.p.\.C. Composite Doors
WINDOWS

Card payments accepted R/ AY:Y

The stop was made by officers after the

vehicle was linked to suspected drug pos-
session and supply. All three people on
board were searched under section 23 of

the Misuse of Drugs Act.

had no licence or insurance. The vehicle
was seized. Officers urged anyone with-
concerns about drug activity or dangerous
driving to report it by calling police on

101, or 999 if the crime is in progress.

We can replace your existing glass

call Jon on 01527 857 786

with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

or 07931 198 152

Longhridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

ongbriclge
Cladding & Rooling L1d
Alosr span yos cae St

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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Bromsgrove S ing’s Club’s

medals. s

SCOOPING THE POOL:
BROMSGROVE Swimming Club’s
masters team won a total of 15
medals competing at the West
Midlands Masters Championships
The club’s swimmers took gold
in the 4x50m mixed medley relay
and bronze in the 4x50m freestyle
relay to win two team medals at the
Alan Higgs Centre in Coventry.
And Bromsgrove’s masters swim-
mers also brought home four gold,
five silver and four bronze medals

s squad stand with their

in the individual events.

Assistant head coach and masters
team member, Tilly Anderson, said:
“The club’s masters programme
continues to go from strength to
strength, highlighting the oppor-
tunities available for swimmers to
compete and succeed at any age.”

Anyone interested in joining
Bromsgrove SC’s masters squad
should email: bromsgrove.sc@
swimclubmanager.co.uk for more
information.
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MP joins the Easter
family fun activities

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore vis-
ited the Easter eggs-travaganza
in the Kingfisher Centre to try his
hand at some of the activities.

The Easter Blessings event was
organised by the Redditch Mission
Area and was set up at Unit 6, New
Walk, where the church’s popular
Christmas toy appeal was based.

Families were able to go along
there, spend some quality time, make
some memories and also receive free
chocolate eggs and age-appropriate
Bibles.

In total, 300 Easter eggs were
given out, along with 200 children’s
Bibles, 50 youth Bibles and 40 adult
ones.

Easter Blessings offered activities
for all ages over the two days, includ-
ing arts and crafts, a quiet place for
those seeking reflection, egg-and-
spoon assault course and a prayer
tree, where people could leave their
hopes and thoughts.

There was also a challenge asking
participants to design packaging to
protect a hen’s egg in a bid to keep
it in one piece when dropped to the
floor.

Mr Bloore said: “I want to thank
Elaine for putting the event on and
inviting me down.

“And, although I failed miserably
at the egg drop, it was great to take
part in the activities which I know
will have brought a lot of fun to
Redditch families.

“Easter Blessings provided a won-

derful opportunity for people to
come together and do something as
a family which is what Easter is all
about.”

Elaine Whitfield, the church and
mission support coordinator for the
Redditch Mission Area, said it was
great for Mr Bloore to come down

Elaine Whitfield
with

Chris Bloore
and Easter
Blessings
volunteer Reg
Moore. Picture
by Tristan
Harris. ©
Bullivant Media
Group Ltd.

and support the event.

“It went really well - we had lots of
great positive feedback from people
who said they loved it.

“Many were already asking what
we will be doing next.”

She wished everyone a very happy
Easter.

Mid Week Roast on a

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213

e

Thursday £12.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm
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More than 200 plants were found during the raid on Wednesday. s

Man arrested
after raid on
cannabis farm

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A MAN was arrested on suspicion of
producing cannabis after a property
in Droitwich town centre was raided
on Wednesday morning.

The Droitwich safer neighbourhood team
(SNT) and officers from West Mercia Police’s
task force unit entered the property on
Victoria Square in the town, where they dis-
covered around 200 cannabis plants.

Around 10 officers swooped in and smashed
their way into the premises.

A 34-year-old man was found inside and
was arrested on suspicion of the production
of cannabis. He remained in custody for
questioning as the Standard went to press.

Safer neighbourhood inspector for Droit-
wich, Lisa Hornberger, said: “Today’s war-
rant should serve as a clear reminder that we
will act on information from the public and
take robust action against those involved in
drug production in our town.

“Cannabis cultivation is not a victimless
crime — it can be linked to wider criminality
and poses real risks, including fire hazards
and exploitation.

“We encourage anyone with concerns
about drug production or supply to report
them so we can continue to act and ensure
Droitwich remains a safe place.”

Anyone who believes there may be criminal
activity in their community should report it
to police by calling 101 or visiting westmer
cia.police.uk — the police force’s website.

Alternatively, call Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111.

Two more criminal damage teens

FURTHER arrests have been made after
criminal damage was caused in Droitwich.
Police last week launched an appeal to
identify suspects involved in a spate of
criminal damage incidents in the early
hours of Sunday, March 15.

Cars were damaged on The Dale, Lower
Meadow and Padgewell Hill, aling with a
property on Oakham Place.

A 13-year-old boy was arrested the fol-

lowing day on suspicion of criminal dam-
age and later released on bail.

Two more teens have now been arrested
on suspicion of criminal damage. They
have been bailed as the investigation
continues. A further teenager is due to be
voluntarily interviewed.

Anyone with information should email
Droitwich safer neighbourhood team at
droitwichtown.snt@westmercia.police.uk.
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Police appeal after summer break-in

POLICE have released this picture
of a man they want to speak to
after £20,000 was stolen from a
business in Northfield High Street.

Police have carried out enquiries
since a break-in in July and offic-
ers have issued this CCTV image
as part of the investigation.

It is believed the man pictured
may have links to Bromsgrove.

Anyone who recognises him, or
who knows where he is, should
call West Midlands Police on 101
or visit westmidlands.police.uk to
pass on the information via Live
Chat.

Police want to speak to this man after the theft of
£20,000 from a business in Northfield. s
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Avery
\ Droitwich Mews

J | CARE HOME
Eggstra Special Easter | |
Bonnet Parade

Friday 3 April | 2pm — 4pm

)

Join us at Droitwich Mews for our Eggstra Special Easter Bonnet
Parade! Get creative and make your own Easter bonnet, then take
part in the parade. Enjoy an Easter egg hunt, egg decorating,

a fun photo booth, and an egg-and-spoon race. A delightful
afternoon of festive fun for all ages!

01905 958716
averyhealthcare.co.uk

Mulberry Tree Hill | Droitwich Spa
Worcestershire | WRS 7SS

Solihull
Village

Whether you're
after an action
packed later life or

looking to relax,

Solihull Village
could be the
place for you

To discover more about V|llage life and our beautlful retirement apartments, call 0121 227 3670
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A donkey delight

A REDDITCH church was
filled with excitement and
wonder last week as two
reception classes from
Webheath Academy step-
ped into the story of Palm
Sunday in a truly memo-
rable way.

The children arrived
full of energy and curios-
ity, ready to discover the
events leading up to east-
er, at Webheath church St
Philip’s.

Together, the young-
sters took part in their own
Palm Sunday procession,
waving leaves they had
made at school and call-
ing out ‘hosanna’ as they
journeyed through the
churchyard, echoing the
welcome given to Jesus
all those years ago.

The highlight of the visit
came as a complete sur-
prise.

Waiting to greet them
were three donkeys from
The Animal Pantry, at
Astwood Bank, and the

A /

team from the church
said the children were
delighted to meet them
up close.

Rev Sarah Jayne said:
“It was such a joy to wel-
come the children into
church and to share the
story of Palm Sunday and
easter with them.

“Their enthusiasm, their
singing and their sense of
wonder made it a really
special occasion for all
of us.”

Staff from Webheath
Academy also praised the
visit, noting how beauti-
fully the children engaged
with the experience and
how meaningful it was to
bring learning to life in
such a hands-on way.

The visit was part of St
Philip’s ongoing commit-
ment to working with local
schools and helping chil-
dren and families explore
faith through creativity,
storytelling and shared
experiences.

The children with the dokeys. s
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Creative voices heard

Lauren Hawkesworth (second from right) with the other category winners and the judges of this year’s
Worcestershire Young Poet Laureate competition. s

by Chinaza Eke

THIS YEAR’S Worccestershire
Young Poet Laureate will be
Lauren Hawkesworth, who was
named after winning the 2026/27
competition.

Lauren, who attends South Bromsgrove
High School, fought off competition during
the contest, at The Hive in Worcester.

The event was organised by Worces-
tershire County Council and Severn Arts
and is in its 16th year of championing the
county’s most talented young writers.

This year, poets explored the theme
of ‘freedom’, writing pieces which were
creative, insightful and emotionally deep.

The judges chose performances that
highlighted both writing skill and emo-
tional performance.

London Ward won the school Year 6, 7
and 8 category and Mercedes Ampomah

took the title in the school Year 9, 10 and
11 section.

CouncillorIan Cresswell, Worcestershire
County Council’s cabinet member with
responsibility for environment and com-
munities, congratulated Lauren and the
other finalists for ‘putting on a brilliant
showcase’.

He said: “It was inspiring to see such
creativity, confidence and heart put into
every performance, highlighting the
incredible talent of Worcestershire’s
young people.”

Jen Loffman, community producer for
Severn Arts, said: “We’re really proud to
see such a wide range of voices and back-
grounds getting involved in this year’s
competition.

“The standard was so high it made
choosing a winner tough but that just
shows how much talent is out there.

“We're excited to see what Lauren will
do during her year in the role.”

The competition provides a valuable
platform for young poets to express
themselves, gain recognition and share
their work with the wider community.

Reaching the final alone is a remark-
able achievement and the standard of
entries this year was exceptionally high.

The 2026 Anthology, featuring poems
from finalists, and other entries, will be
published soon, celebrating the creativ-
ity and voices of Worcestershire’s young
writers. It will be available to view on the
county council and Severn Arts websites.

Lauren will act as an ambassador for
creative writing, inspiring other young
people to explore poetry. She will also
take part in a range of projects through-
out the year, will have her work pub-
lished, and will perform at events.

Visit: worcestershire.gov.uk/council-
services/libraries/read-and-discover/
young-poet-laureate to read Lauren’s win-
ning poem.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

+ 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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good overall. s

HAMBERLE

Care home staff
celebrate rating

by Andres de Miguel

STAFF at Cofton Park Manor
Care Home are celebrating
after being rated ‘outstand-
ing’ in the caring category
and ‘good’ overall by the
Care Quality Commission
(CQO).

The home, in Cofton Hackett,
received a further good rating in
the safe, effective, responsible and
well-led categories.

After the visit to the home,
run by Hamberley Care Homes,

the inspectors wrote: “Staff were
exceptional in their approach and
communication.

“People were made to feel at
the centre of all that happened
and made to feel important and
respected.”

The inspectors cited hosting a
rave for a dance music fan, reunit-
ing the former owner of a classic
car with the newly restored vehicle
and arranging a bagpipe perform-
ance for another resident as exam-
ples of the home’s outstanding
care for its residents.

Home manager Kerry Hill said:
“Everyone at Cofton Park Manor is

over the moon to receive such an
incredibly positive report from the
CQC inspectors.”

Aderio Rocha, director of opera-
tions at provider Hamberley, said:
“This achievement reflects the
dedication, professionalism and
warmth of the entire Cofton team,
as well as the positive leadership
culture that supports colleagues
to deliver high-quality care every
day.

“We would like to thank our
residents and their families for
their trust and our colleagues for
the passion and pride they bring to
their roles.”
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Easter delight from Regency

A DROITWICH clothing firm is
bringing chocolate treats to families
across the town this Easter bank
holiday weekend.

Regency Clothing has donated
more than 200 chocolate eggs to
Droitwich Foodbank so they can be
passed on to those in need.

This is the first time Regency
Clothing’s staff have donated choc-
olate eggs to the town’s foodbank
and they hope the gesture will
spread some Easter cheer to hun-
dreds of local families.

Sue Hicks is the head of busi-

ness and operations at Regency
Clothing, which supplies uniforms
to more than 50 schools and colleg-
es and workwear to 75 businesses
across a number of sectors.

She said: “Everyone here at
Regency Clothing enjoys doing
as much as possible to support
local causes so it made total sense
to donate the chocolate eggs this
year.

“We don’t want any local children
to go without a chocolate treat and
it means a great deal to us to play
our part this Easter.”

Sue Hicks and Dan Adcock, from Regency Clothing, donating Easter

eggs to Droitwich Foodbank. s

Rotary hosts a quiz night

A QUIZ night will take place
next month to raise awareness of
Droitwich Rotary Club.

The event, at Droitwich Spa FC,
in Briar Mill, and between 7pm
and 9pm, on April 11, is more
than just a community quiz.

It is designed to boost the pro-
file of the club, which returned in
January after a gap of three years
following a forced closure due to

lack of members. It is hoped the
quiz will blend the popular social
experience with a good cause.

Anyone wanting to find out more
about the quiz or the club can
email Matthew Kenny at matty@
droitwichrotary.org for further
details.

People can visit buytickets.at/
droitwichrotaryclub/2128223 for
tickets, which cost £10.

o DISCOVER.
EMPOWER.
TOGETHER.
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Village crimes

POLICE are investigating a car
theft and an attempted burglary in
Bromsgrove villages.

The car theft took place on
Bromsgrove Road, in Hunnington,
between 9.30pm on Monday 23 and
6.15am on Tuesday 24 March.

Thieves went onto the driveway
and stole a titanium Lexus NX45,
without keys.

The attempted burglary took
place at an address on Station Road,
Hagley, at some point between 2am
and 3am on Thursday, March 26.

The raiders tried to force the back
doors of the property and were dis-
turbed by a family pet.

Witnesses, or anyone with infor-
mation, should email the Hagley and
Rubery Police safer neighbourhood
team at hr.snt@westmercia.police.
uk, or can call West Mercia Police
on 101, or Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111.

Burglar patrols

OFFICERS from Redditch Police’s
response teams have been carrying
out patrols in Inkberrow to reassure
residents following a number of bur-
glaries in the area.

The force said a number of break-
ins had been reported over the past
few months and the increased police
presence was in response to resi-
dents’ concerns.

Officers added: “A number of
vehicles have been checked dur-
ing our patrols and we have also
engaged with residents to offer reas-
surance.”

Anyone who notices anything sus-
picious should call 101 to report it.

Always call 999 if a crime is in
progress.
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The Bel Canto Singers will perform its spring concert a week tomorrow (Saturday) and its summer show in June. s

Concert dates for choir

by Chinaza Eke

THERE will be music in
the air when The Bel Canto
Singers performs its next
two charity concerts.

The Redditch-based choir’s
spring concert takes place at
7.30pm on Saturday, April 11, at
Bromsgrove Methodist Centre and
will raise funds for the church.

Those who attend will be guar-
anteed a relaxing evening of won-
derful music on a spring evening.

The second performance will be
the summer concert, on June 13

at Parkside in Bromsgrove, in aid
of Redditch charity Where Next,
which provides work experience to
people with learning disabilities.

Ollie Neale, a choir master and
organist at All Saints Church, in
Bromsgrove, has been the band’s
musical director for more than 12
months.

Wendy Quirk is the band’s pian-
ist and often performs solos at the
choir’s concerts.

The choir prides itself on hav-
ing a wide and varied repertoire,
ensuring there is something for
everyone to enjoy.

The Bel Canto Singers is always

looking for new members and
highlights the benefits of singing
for members’ wellbeing.

Singing is shown to release
‘happy hormones’, strengthen the
immune system, increase lung
capacity, improve posture and ben-
efit cardiovascular health through
deep breathing.

Singing also activates multiple
parts of the brain, aiding memory
and cognitive function.

The choir welcomes new mem-
bers, preferably with an ability to
read music but that is not essen-
tial. The choir ensures rehearsals
are full of fun and a warm welcome

awaits anyone wanting to join the
ranks.

Tickets for the spring concert,
which include refreshments, cost
£10 and are available from the
choir’s website or on the door.

The choir can also be booked
for events.

Visit belcantosingers.org.uk, to
listen to some of the Bel Canto
Singers’ performances, browse
the gallery, find ticket prices and
concert times, buy tickets and
read more information about the
group.

Alternatively, call 07985 238334
for further details.

WHAT’S ON AT ARTRIX

LIVE MUSIC:

4™ APRIL: ELECTRIK LIVE ORCHESTRA

9™ APRIL: K-POP SUPERSTARS

10" APRIL: THE RADIOHEAD PROJECT

11™ APRIL: THE ANNIE LENNOX & EURYTHMICS SHOW
12 APRIL: SHANIA TWAIN - BY SHANIA LIVE

7™ APRI%;: QENE NIGHT OF ADELE NAOMI JOHNSON

1
EORGE BENSON TRIBUTE)

T (G
3% MAY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIBUTE
4™ MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON SINGS CAROLE KING
8™ MAY: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS

9™ MAY: OASISH

14"™ MAY: ELTON’S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROA!

15" MAY: THIS IS MERSEYBEAT

16" MAY: CLASSIC ROCK REVIVAL

17" MAY: CELEBRATING CELINE -

22"° MAY: FRAN

9'" MAY: RHINESTONE COWBOY
" MAY: BURN DEEP PURPLE

30" R[B
5® JUNE: Tl'{/E CARPEVTERS EXPE

6™ JUNE: EVERLY BROTH!

19™ JUNE: BEEGEES YOU SHOULD BE DANCING

26™ JUNE: I'M EVERY WHITNEY

4'" ULY: SOUND & VISION

JULY: BLONDISH STHE
1'" JULY: G2 DEFINIT!

24™ JULY: DESPERADOS EAGLES

6" AUGUST: 50 YEARS

OF FENDER
4™ SEPTEMBER: LUKE COMBS EXPERIENCE

E(}/ENT CINEMA:

CHRISTMAS SHOWS:

7"‘ DECEMBER: MICHAEL BUBLE TRlBUTE

VE GENESIS
23“” JULY: ULTIMATE ELVIS EXPERIENCE

APRIL: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: ALL MY SONS

APRIL: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE

5'" MAY: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEGIN

28™ MAY: NT LIVE: LIVE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
25™ JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

ECEMBER - MICHAEL BUBLE TRIB

14™
17" DECEMBER - OLLY MURS AT CHRISTVIAS (TRIBUTE) - ON SALE SOON!
215" DECEMBER - DES COLEMAN & THE ALL STARS BIG BAND XMAS CELEBRATION

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:
MONDAYS -

10:00-12:00 & 18:00-20:00

TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS: 10:00-12:00

FRIDAYS: 12:00-14:00
SATURDAYS - 1000-1200
(CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS)
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ARTRIX IS

Z
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E GLEN CAMBELL STORY F
OPLED
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RIBTE TO BOWIE
USIC OF BLONDE)
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1S UNDERGOING e rges
A REFIT OF THE FREE PARKING .
seATiNG - Farrrix]
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¥
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DiSCOTASTIC NEW®
EVE DAY-PARTV'ROR: THE
WHOLE FAMILY TO'ENJOV! -

|

the

bestof .
bublé.:

HHome for Christmas —=»

ol

feat.Josh Hindle

The Artrix, Brom;grdve

' CHRISTMAS
7= EXTRAVAGANZA

FEATURING PAUL
DRAKLEY'S
ALLSTAR BAND

TiCKETS ON-SALE
8TH DEC 2025

44T -30TH
HDECEMBER 2026 »
EARLY BIiRD

TIiCKETS AVAILABLE
UNTIL 01JAN 2026 °

" A HAIR-| RﬂlSlNG PANTOMIME fUR THE WNU[E FAMILY

V(ARS -

FACE-PAINTERS ( PHOTOS WITH

CI‘IIDRBSBH‘ERTMNMENT D .
BOUNCY CASTLES AND MOI

AM:1100 330 OR PM: 500-1730

ﬂOPER(ADUL'I'S FREE)

THETANGLED NEW YEARS EV'E PARTY!
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A TRANSFORM YOUR EXISTING
E N S | G N CONSERVATORY INTO A LIVING SPACE

conservatory roor sorutions YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

=

S e

: ' Every Ensign conservatory roof is
bespoke. Accurately surveyed &
~ precision built in our own factory.

Large range of lightweight tile colours
U-value up to 0.12, this is better than
current building regulations

Keylite roof windows

Electrics & plaster finish

Cost effective extensions
Large range of designs
LABC approval undertaken
Average build time 4 weeks

Aluminium bi-fold doors

Composite doors CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOURFREE
Liniar window and door systems NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

meximmertcencs. ] 01527 69296

High security PAS 24 locking systems WWW enSig n POOf CcOo.U k

Scan to read our reviews

Trade enquiries welcome P
Supply only options
Installers always required
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= SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE >
OMFORT YOU CAN TRUS

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch BACKHEIGHY
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
' FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
oo ool Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.

~———" IMORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more “
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones. ‘M SCE':‘?'EE :an

Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching
sofas.

* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
* Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
available

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

* Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options

 Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v FAST LOCAL DELIVERY o \
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS \‘
v/ HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great

¢¢rabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!*®

(CB August 2025)

Experience -
Fantastic Service

starting in the
Showroom, right

through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly
Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

Q 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH WR9 8EJ

g 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk
I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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= SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE -»
EASTER SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

2  Your Local Family-Run Retaller (1] Over 35*Years

—_—

LUXURIOUS
HANDCRAFTED
BESPOKE BEDS ) ‘\

[ = = = S L SES” ;5; =
& MATTRESSES { e & - uIT RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE
VR il Sy IN STORE

CHAIRS IN STORE ON
CLEARANCE FOR B
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

S
FROM £399

\"A : 14
Paliy CUSTOM SIZES AVA"-ABI-E TO ORDER NEW MANGO LIVING ROOM RANGE IN STORE

Devonshiré OQN ——
L|V|ng 7

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8S8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS
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MPs Bradley Thomas and Nigel Huddleston met with members of Worcestershire Hunt. MP

Chris Bloore (RIGHT) is backing the ban. s

Trail hunting issue splits Opinion

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore has
backed the Government’s mani-
festo promise to ban trail hunting
after a public consultation was
launched asking how to take the
ban forward.

Trail hunting sees hounds follow
a pre-laid animal-based scent across
the countryside, mimicking tradi-
tional hunting. It became popular in
the UK after the Hunting Act 2004
became law, as an alternative to tra-
ditional fox hunting.

Concerns also persist around
whether trail hunting is being used
by some as a ‘smokescreen’ to facili-
tate illegal hunting with dogs.

Mr Bloore attended a Parliamentary
drop-in session in Westminster to
discuss trail hunting, animal welfare
and the impact of hunting activity on
rural communities.

The event provided an opportunity
for MPs to meet the League’s expert
team and examine briefing materials
on the effectiveness of current hunt-
ing laws.

Discussions also focused on con-
cerns that, more than 20 years after
the introduction of the Hunting Act,
loopholes and enforcement challeng-
es may mean the legislation was not
always operating as intended.

Assistant Chief Constable Matt
Longman, who leads on hunting for
the National Police Chiefs’ Council,
has previously said he believed trail
hunting was providing a smoke-
screen.

Mr Bloore said: “I have been open
to considering alternatives.

“If a credible and workable means
could be found to close the existing
loophole while safeguarding genu-
inely non-lethal trail hunting, I would

give it serious consideration.

“However, no such solution has
been put forward.

“It is also important to be candid
- there is evidence that the current
system is being abused and this is
acknowledged even by some within
the hunting community.

“I do not believe it is constructive
to proceed on the basis that this
problem does not exist.

“A ban would provide clarity in the
law, strengthen enforcement and bet-
ter protect animal welfare.”

Bromsgrove MP Bradley Thomas
and Droitwich and Evesham MP
Nigel Huddleston have hit out at the
ban with both saying they would be
voting against it.

Mr Thomas said: “Our rural way of
life is under attack once again from
this Labour Government.

“This latest attack comes in the

@ LEAGUE

I
4\ A STRONGER
HUNTING ACT °

form of a Government consultation
on how to ban trail hunting - a lawful
activity that has operated since the
Hunting Act 2004, contributing an
estimated £100million to the rural
economy each year and supporting a
wide network of jobs and businesses
- from farriers and feed suppliers to
local pubs and rural services.

“Last week, Nigel Huddleston
MP and I met with members of
‘Worcestershire Hunt and heard first-
hand the devastating consequences
a ban could have on rural communi-
ties, livelihoods and lawful country-
side activities.”

Mr Huddleston said trail hunting
was part of our national tradition and
integral to the rural economy.

“There are many misperceptions,
but I understand the concerns that
are often raised.

“It is imperative the practice is

The Standard, Friday April 3, 2026

ORTS

ACAINST CRUEL S°

conducted within the law and, having
visited many local hunts in my time
as an MP, I am convinced that they
are law-abiding.

“The organisers and participants
take great pride and responsibility
for animals and wildlife.

“Getting rid of these local rural
traditions will have many unintended
consequences on the local economy,
not to mention what will happen
to the hounds. This is just another
attack from Labour city dwellers
attacking the countryside.”

The public consultation runs until
June 18.

B WHAT do you think? Should trail-
hunting be banned? Or do you think
it is ‘an attack on the rural way of
life’? Email: editor@redditchstand-
ard.co.uk or: editor@bromsgrove-
standard.co.uk with your views.

!

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED
WARRANTY,

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litle overheads
BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Full fitted

competltwe Prices

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

01789 415 n 07729 689239 WWW. |l|||l|l00I‘GSWII|l|llwsalll|l|00 S.CO.Uk
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BROMSGROVE'S

(D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

‘\J Open Good Friday 9am - 5pm -~
Bank Holiday Mq#ﬂ&)am -5pm__ MK
MASSIVE CLEARANCE E\IENT; E\ltERYT:ImG H'EDII.ICEII!
! lity furnit t i e! o R
WO . et el | EARLY BIRD OFFER -
Sherborne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds, ‘ COMPLETE SET

Harrison Spinks, Global Home,

Cotswold Chairs and many more.
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Matiresses -
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Fumniture - Lounge Furniture

ONSITE CLEARANCE OUTLET!
BIG BRAND NAMES AT UNBEATABLE PRICES
DFS » Tetrad - La-Z-Boy ° Parker Knoll - Sofology

: Was £1,399
Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!! a " NOW ONLY £999 ! Y

(Cancelled Orders - Ex-Display < Clearance Stock) s :
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF! Limited Time Offer 4

Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience! Available to view in stores
Built on Experience, Grown on Trust. e for Immediate Delivery™™

= I Now
| ONLY
i £499

sajeriakia

Complete]DoublelBed™
OMPLETE SET WITH 2 DRAWEF
HEADBOA

Furniture Village Swivel Chairs
(many electric reclining)

EXTRA /10% OFF Sherborne
Upholstery this week!

R

|[l

FROM ONLY

£299

i B x_‘—:——-—""’"ﬂm,
2 = “- Sraiens 2‘;@
BLACK 1.8 X 1.0 TABLE DTS OF STOCK REDUCERD ) COLLECTION OF RISE & WAS £1:199 2-CORNER-1
+ 6 SWIVEL CHAIRS DFAS FROM AS LITTLE AS £29¢ RECLINER CHAIRS IN STOCK NOW ONLY £599

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
© YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

@ OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week:

- . * Monday to Friday: 9am - 5pm
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park » Saturday: 10am —5pm

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk Follow us on:
Facebook: @OaklandsFurniture

Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an di d Rep of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, ga IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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MP Nigel Huddleston, right, this
month visited venues across his
constituency, including Droitwich

I backed social media

ban for under-16s

OVER THE last few
weeks we have had
significant votes on
issues ranging from
children’s safety to
justice and the dig- /.

Westminster Diary

Nigel Huddleston MP writes
i for The Standard

ital world.

Parliament has also marked
national and international events.

Ivoted against the government’s
proposals to remove, for most peo-
ple, the right to trial by jury. Jury
trials are a cornerstone of our jus-
tice system and allow members of
the public to participate directly in
decisions that can lead to convic-
tion and imprisonment. Removing
that safeguard risks undermining
confidence in the fairness of our
courts.

Hundreds of constituents have
contacted me, either directly or
through the survey on my website,
about a potential social media ban
for under-16s.

After careful consideration, I
voted in favour of banning social
media access for under-16s as part
of the Children’s Wellbeing and
Schools Bill, reflecting concerns
raised by many parents, teach-
ers and young people themselves
about the potential harm these
platforms can cause. The Labour
government blocked the ban, opt-
ing instead for a consultation, and
Reform MPs did not vote at all.

1 voted in support of Benedict’s
Law - stronger protections for
children with severe allergies in
schools. The proposals would

require schools to have clear aller-
gy policies; keep spare emergency
treatments, such as adrenaline
auto-injectors; and ensure staff
are properly trained to respond to
anaphylaxis.

This month in parliament, we
marked national and international
events.

World book day highlighted the
importance of reading for pleasure
and developing confidence, imagi-
nation and curiosity among young
people.

I attended the Commonwealth
Day ceremony in parliament, cel-
ebrating the partnership between
56 nations across the globe and
shared history, cultural ties and
trading relationships that continue
to connect our countries.

The chancellor, Rachel Reeves,
delivered her spring statement,
which came against the backdrop
of slowing economic growth and
rising unemployment. It was an
opportunity for the government to
change course and support busi-
nesses and working people but
that opportunity was missed. With
the situation in the Middle East
escalating, the chancellor should
rethink her fuel duty policies.

As shadow secretary of state for

culture, media and sport, I used
departmental questions to raise
two important issues.

I asked the government about
an incident during the British
Academy of Film and Television
Arts awards, where involuntary
comments made by a person with
Tourette’s were broadcast by the
BBC despite a time delay.

The incident caused understand-
able concern and should be prop-
erly investigated.

I also pressed ministers on the
listed places of worship scheme,
as government budget cuts meant
the fund ran out of money, delay-
ing vital repair work to churches.

I urged the government to
restore funding and provide clar-

Heritage Centre, which was officially

reopened after

ity about the replacement scheme.
I was pleased to mark English
tourism week, celebrating the vital
contribution tourism and hospital-
ity make to our economy.

The sector supports millions of
jobs across the country, includ-
ing many here in Worcestershire.
I encourage everyone to visit a
tourist site.

Because of the Middle East cri-
sis, I know many constituents are
concerned about the rising price
of heating oil and I am aware in
some cases, existing orders are
being cancelled only for custom-
ers to be forced to reorder at a far
higher price.

There are approximately 10,000
off-grid households in my constitu-

a revamp. s {

a
|

ency and I am concerned about
the impact this is having on con-
stituents.

I have, therefore, raised my
concerns with ministers at the
Treasury, the Department for
Energy, the UK Competition and
Markets Authority and with heat-
ing oil providers. I am concerned
the limited intervention recently
announced by the government will
not help many of my constituents.

Any constituents who have dif-
ficulties, or issues, can email nigel.
huddleston.mp@parliament.uk, to
reach my office.

Nigel Huddleston MP
MP for Droitwich, Evesham
and the villages

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

FLEXIBLE

FINANCE
OPTIONS

AVAILABLE

to make life easier for you

FRONT & BACK DOORS

Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814677

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street -
Worcester WR1 2AT l

Tel: 01905 888372

French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5 STAR

CONSERVATORIES
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THE BOATHOUSE

AT ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE

WATER ACTIVITIES

PEAK SEASON OFF PEAK SEASON

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS SCHOOL TERM TIME
MARCH - SEPTEMBER MARCH - SEPTEMBER

MON - SAT FRI - SAT
12PM - 7:30PM 12PM - 7:30PM

SUNDAYS SUNDAYS
1PM - 7:30PM 1PM - 7:30PM

CwmmL

¢ =
KRAYAKS

- Tomn
4 - c)"o
) TR

ROWING BOATS %3 SWAN PEDALOS |-y - . s

i3 ]

e 3 SCAN HERE TO BOOK.
ARROW VALLEY o il _IN’
0 VISITOR CENTRE "y =15 oot L
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POLICE seized a car after the

motorist behind the wheel was

found to not have a driving
licence or an MoT for the vehicle.

The driver, who was stopped at the
junction of Woodrow South in Redditch,
near the Alexandra Hospital, also had a
seven-year-old child in the car who had
no child seat or seat belt.

As well as the car confiscation, the
driver has been reported for these
offences.

Police were alerted after several peo-
ple called regarding the manner of the
motorists driving and concerns they did
not hold a licence.

Following the incident, officers are
reminding drivers that any child 12
years old or 135cm tall should nor-
mally use a car seat, although there are
exceptions.

Visit: orlo.uk/ZYQSR for more.

Failing to use an appropriate child
seat can result in serious injury in the
event of a crash and motorists will also
be prosecuted if police find drivers
flouting the law.

Anyone who knows someone driving
illegally can report it by calling police
on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555
i e %

—A VAN which had been abandoned
and had no valid road tax was
~ seized by police in Bromsgrove.

Officers from Hagley and Rubery
Police Safer Neighbourhood Team

And they stressed the importance of
drivers being insured and having road-
worthy cars, which are taxed and have
a valid MoT.

Failure to do so can result in motor-
ists receiving fines, points on their
licence and vehicles being taken off
the road.

A West Mercia Police spokesperson
said: “We’ll continue taking proactive
action to keep our roads safe and our
neighbourhood protected.”
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Promoting a colourful
way to support hospice

THE PRIMROSE Hosplce and
Family Support Centre is urg-
ing people to get involved in its
annual GO YELLOW week in
June to raise funds and aware-
ness of the charity.

The hospice is encouraging local
businesses, schools, clubs and
community groups to host their
own yellow-themed fundraising
between June 8 and 22 to support
the cause.

The Primrose offers its serv-
ices free to those living with life-
limiting illnesses and their families
and, to do that, needs to raise
£1.95million each year.

People are being urged to hold
their own Yellow Week event
or fundraiser with their family,
friends, workplace, school or club.

Keen bakers could host a yellow-
themed bake sale, school staff and
pupils could plan a bright fancy
dress day, bosses and employees
may want to schedule a ‘dress-
down-in-yellow’ day at work or
people could dunk each other into
a bath of yellow custard.

Jack Taft, Primrose Hospice’s
fundraiser, said: “Go Yellow is a
local community and business fun-
draising drive across two weeks in
sunny June.

“It's where we encourage crea-
tive ideas and endeavours to come
together, bringing a diverse array
of community hosted fundraising
activities and events.

“It is all geared towards raising

vital funds for Primrose Hospice
and the patients and families in
need of our support.

“Get involved yourself, wheth-
er its hosting or supporting an
event and help us make 2026’s GO
YELLOW better than ever.”

The charity wants to support

people, groups, schools and busi-
nesses with any fundraising events
they are planning so organisers are
urged to let the Primrose know.

Visit: primrosehospice.org/
events/yellow-week/ or call 01527
889796 for more or to sign up for
the GO YELLOW campaign.

Tutnall Hall Care Home host-
ed a tea party as part of last
year’s Go Yellow campaign
for the Primrose Hospice. s

MONSOON

BIRMINGHAM, B47 5PA
T: 01564 829 200
WWW.MONSOON RESTAURANT

MONSOON

EAT . DRINK . RELAX

T:01564 829 200

WWW.MONSOON.RESTAURANT

ANY STARTER any MAIN pisu* any NAN OR RICE & TEA or COFFEE*~*

*(Fish, & King Prawns £3.00 extra per dish) | ** (Plain Coffee)
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The CQC rated us as Outstanding in Caring! =
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THE JOY OF DOING
WHAT YOU LOVE

Cofton Park Manor Luxury Care Home offers a place where cherished pastimes
continue to flourish. Whether tending the garden or enjoying the outdoors, residents

have the freedom to live beautifully, with support whenever it's needed.

Book your private tour today, and find out more about our all-inclusive® package:

0121 826 3214 | enquiries@hamberleycarehomes.co.uk
Cofton Park Manor, 466 Lickey Road, Cofton Hackett, B45 8UU

H

HAMBERLEY

CARE HOMES

*Terms and conditions apply.
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A PENSIONERS’ Fair held
by Bromsgrove MP Bradley
Thomas has been hailed a
great success after more than
200 older people turned out
for the event.

The free event, which was spon-
sored by Excool, Right at Home
and The Gables Care Home,
took place last Thursday at the
Ryland Centre in Bromsgrove
for the first time.

The fair was ‘bigger and better
than ever before’ and saw more
than 40 exhibitors showcasing
free information and advice and
there was a pop-up cafe.

Mr Thomas said: “I got into
politics to help people, and so
I'm proud my Pensioners’ Fair
helped more than 200 people in
just one day, especially at a time
when the cost of living contin-
ues to bite.”

He thanked everyone who
made the event the success it
was, especially the sponsors
for making it possible and the

ABOVE: Margaret Sherrey
pays a visit to the
Pensioners’ Fair and meets
Right at Home’s trainer
David Gleave and care co-
ordinator Hollie Birkenhead,
MP Bradley Thomas and
The Gables’ home admis-
sions advisors Paul

Turvey and Emily Hocking.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
1326013MMR

RIGHT: Representatives
from the Barnt Green
Macular Society Group on
their stall. s
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Hundreds

turn out to
pick up on
key advice

exhibitors who gave up their
time to be there.

“I look forward to hosting the
Pensioners’ Fair next year and
helping even more people.”

Duncan Williams, chief execu-
tive officer of Excool, said the
company was proud to have
once again sponsored the fair.

He added Excool had a long
history of supporting the local
community and he was delight-
ed there was such a bumper
turn-out.

Paul Turvey, from The Gables
Care Home, said: “It was a real
pleasure to attend and be one
of the sponsors for this year’s
fair.

“Events like this are so impor-
tant in bringing the community
together and providing valuable
information and support for
older people and their families.

“It was wonderful to see so
many local organisations in one
place, all sharing the same goal
of supporting our community.”

/]
&

" pound for £ the
are the best!

g@‘\

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Cables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

! info@imer.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm
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Welcome Fo church thiy Earter

Nawnidy Thurdyday 2nd Aprif  Good Friday 3rd Aprif

Holy Saturday 4th Aprif

St Leonards CofE, Church Hill, Frankley, B32 4BL
07748 693408

Good Friday, 2pm - Prayers at the Cross

Easter Sunday, | |:15am - Easter Communion

St Chad’s CofE, New Road, Rubery, B45 9JA

0121 2383168

Maundy Thursday, 7.30pm - Informal Communion service
Good Friday, 2pm - Quiet, reflective service

Holy Saturday, 9pm - ‘Lighting the Fire’

Easter Sunday, 10am - Family-friendly Holy Communion

Holy Trinity CofE, Rose Hill, Lickey, B45 8RR with
St Catherine’s CofE, St Catherine's Rd, Blackwell
B60 IBN, 0121 445 1425

Good Friday, 2pm - Service of reflection at St Catherine’s
Easter Sunday, 10am - Easter Communion at St Catherine’s
Easter Sunday, 4pm - Easter Praise at Holy Trinity Lickey

Our Lady’s RC, Leach Green Lane, Rubery, B45 9BQ
0121 453 3452

Maundy Thursday, 9pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday, 7pm - Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday, | lam - Blessing of Food for Polish Community
Holy Saturday, 9pm - Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday, | I.15am - Mass

e

Good Friday
Walk of Witness
Gather at Our Lady’s
on Leach Green Lane
(B45 9BQ) from [0am
for a 10.30am start.
The walk will end at
St Chad’s with hot
cross buns!

Earter Sunday Sth April

Beacon Church Centre URC, Whetty Lane, Rubery,
B45 9DL, 07526 250645

Maundy Thursday, 5pm - Communion Service

Good Friday, 3pm - Reflective Service

Easter Sunday, | lam - Worship with Holy Communion

Longbridge Methodist Church, Bristol Rd South,
B45 9TY, 0121 257 2584

Good Friday, 6pm - Good Friday service

Easter Sunday, | lam - Easter morning fun for everyone -
worship, refreshments, activities and the Easter bunny!

St Stephen’s CofE, Edgewood Road, Rednal, B45 8SG
0121 243 4634

Maundy Thursday, 7.30pm - Maundy Thursday Communion
Good Friday, 2pm - An hour at the cross

Holy Saturday, 7.30pm - Vigil Service

Easter Sunday, 10am - Holy Communion for Easter Day

St Andrew’s CofE, Sandhills Road, Barnt Green,

B45 8NR with St Michael’s CofE, Cofton Church Lane,
Cofton Hackett, B45 8PT, 0121 447 7097

Good Friday, 9.30am - Good Friday Reflection at St Andrew’s
Easter Sunday, 9.30am - Easter Day Communion at St Andrew’s

Easter Sunday, 6pm - Easter Day Communion at St Michael’s

)

Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service
Join us on Beacon Hill
(use the Monument
Lane Car Park)
at 6.15am to welcome

the new light of this
new day!
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MP learns about
child-loss charity

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore recently met
representatives from 2Wish to discuss the
charity’s vital work supporting families
affected by the sudden or unexpected death
of a child or young person.

The meeting took place at Mr Bloore’s
constituency office, where he welcomed
Alison Parry, immediate support coordina-
tor at the charity, to learn more about the
support available to families and profes-
sionals in Worcestershire and West Mercia.

The 2Wish organisation is a bereavement
charity which provides support to anyone
affected by the sudden or unexpected death
of someone aged 25 or under.

Founding

Founded in South Wales in 2012 by
Rhian Mannings, in memory of her sons,
the charity has expanded across England
and now supports families in areas includ-
ing Worcestershire, Herefordshire and
Shropshire.

The organisation works closely with pro-
fessionals in healthcare, emergency servic-
es and education, to ensure families receive
compassionate and timely support.

Following a referral, families are typically
contacted within 48 hours and can access
a range of services including counselling,
play therapy, complementary therapies and
practical support, such as memory boxes
and bereavement rooms in hospitals.

The MP said: “Losing a child or sibling is
every family’s worst nightmare.

“It was incredibly valuable to meet with
Alison and learn more about the work
2Wish is doing to support families during
some of the most difficult moments of their
lives.

“From memory boxes at hospitals to
counselling and play therapy in the months
and years that follow, their work provides
a safe and compassionate space for people
who are grieving.”
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Chris Bloore MP and Anita Hughes-Arthur, from Animal Foodbank UK, with Tesco employees at the hub. s

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

ANEW centre has opened in Redditch
to help those in the community fac-
ing cost-of-living pressure.

The ‘hub’, based in Woodrow, is home to
Animal FoodBank UK and Inspire Baby Bank
Redditch and Bromsgrove.

Animal FoodBank provides pet food and
supplies to families who may be strug-
gling financially, helping to ensure pets can
remain with their owners during difficult
times.

Inspire Baby Bank supports parents with
essential items such as nappies, clothing

and other equipment for babies and young
en.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore visited the hub
and met Anita Hughes-Arthur, one of the
organisers of Animal FoodBank UK, and
Karen, who runs Inspire Baby Bank.

Mr Bloore heard about increasing demand
for cost-of-living support and the impor-
tance of community donations in keeping
such schemes running.

The MP praised residents and businesses
— including Tesco in Redditch — for their
generosity.

Mr Bloore said: “It was fantastic to see the
‘Woodrow Hub in action, supporting both
parents and pet owners. Anita, Karen and
their teams are doing incredible work to

make sure no family has to choose between
putting food on the table and looking after
their children — or their animals.

“These grassroots initiatives show the very
best of our community: neighbours stepping
up to support one another.

“I'm hugely grateful to the volunteers who
give their time, and to local residents and
businesses like Tesco, for backing them with
donations.

“These prOJects simply couldn’t run with-
out that support.”

The MP encouraged residents who may
benefit from the services — or who would
like to donate or volunteer — to check the
organisations’ social media pages for details
of upcoming drop-in sessions.

*Easter Egg Hunt

Sat 28th March - Sun 5th April

10am

Find the eggs around
the grounds or crack
the puzzle on the
abbey site. Collect a
chocolate treat.

Needle Mill Lane, Riverside, Redditch, B98 8HY
www.forgemill.org.uk 01527 62509

4pm (please arrive for trail by 3.30pm)

FORGE MILL
NEEDLE MUSEUM
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FORTHCOMING
ATTRACTIONS

THE ULTIMATE TRIBUTE TO

OLIVIA RODRIGO & SABRINA CARPENTER

& &k ok
FEATURING STARS FROM LONDON’S WEST END

FRANKIE S GUYS

. THE WORLD'S KUHBER ONE ((LEBRATJON 0F

FRI 10 APRIL

" STORY

REDDITCH PALACE THEATRE
147 - 18" APRIL 2026
BOOK NOW - 01527 65203

THUR23 e
SFRI2L NA7
APRIL

Palace
Studio

AN EVENING O IRVOYANCE WITH

PSYCHIC MEDIUM

CRAIG MORRIS

WEST BRO

LEGENDQ\”—A

SCAN QR
CODETO
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APRIL

SOMEONE LIKE YOU

The Adele Songbook

WED 29
APRIL

.

Box Office 01527 65203
www.redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk
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On the
menu

FOOD and drink producers
across Worcestershire are
being invited to submit their
entries for this year’s Great
British Food Awards.

Recognised as some of the
nation’s most prestigious
accolades, the Awards cel-
ebrate not only our regional
traditions and ingredients,
but our farmers, makers,
innovators, and diverse
melting pot of cultures.

The Awards are an oppor-
tunity for food and drink
brandsto have their products
tasted and judged by some
of the most experienced
palates in Britain including
Raymond Blanc OBE, Adam
Handling, Jack Stein and
Merlin Griffiths.

Jenny O’Neill, head of the
Awards team, said: “Each
year, the Great British
Food Awards celebrate the
remarkable talent, crafts-
manship and innovation
found across the UK’s food
and drink sector.

“We're proud to provide
producers of all sizes with a
platform to showcase their
products to our expert judg-
ing panel. We can’t wait to
discover this year’s stand-
out products.”

Entries close on May 22,
with shortlisting and judg-
ing take place in July and
August.

Visit greatbritishfooda-
wards.com for more infor-
mation.
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Live feed offers a chance
to ride with the police

. ty interactions that shape every shift.”

-

PEOPLE can get an unprecedent-
ed real-time insight into frontline
policing, thanks to a new virtual
ride-along experience launched
today (Friday) by West Mercia.

Viewers can join officers for their
shift without leaving the room by
watching a controlled live feed from
body-worn video as officers respond
to incidents across Worcestershire,
Herefordshire and Shropshire.

This latest virtual ride-along is in
addition to the in-person Ride-Along
Scheme, launched in October. On that
one, there are restrictions on some
people attending.

Whilst the virtual version does
remove those barriers, the force is
making sure sensitive or risky situa-
tions can be paused where appropri-
ate.

Ch Insp Charles Parker said: “This
virtual ride-along marks an important
step in opening up policing and giv-
ing our communities a clearer under-
standing of the realities our officers
face every day.

“By allowing people to see a shift

unfold in real time, we can build great-
er transparency, strengthen trust, and
show the professionalism and dedica-
tion that underpins frontline polic-
ing.”
He added the virtual ride-along gave
the public a much broader view of the
fast-paced and often unpredictable
nature of the job.

“It provides a safe, controlled way
for people to experience the pres-
sures, decision-making and communi-

he welcomed the innovation,
adding West Mercia Police was proud
to be one of the first forces to offer this
level of access to the public, reflecting
a commitment to openness, modernisa-
tion and working closely with the com-
munities served.

Police and Crime Commissioner John
Campion welcomed an ‘innovative way
of giving the public a genuine insight
into the everyday work of police offic-
ers’.

“The principle that ‘the police are the
public, and the public are the police’
still holds true today, and this virtual
ride along brings that relationship even
closer.

“I hear daily about the professional-
ism and dedication of West Mercia
Police officers, and this project offers
a real snapshot of that commitment in
action.”

Those interested in going on a
shift can visit: westmercia.police.uk/
search?q=ride+along to register and
choose whether to apply for an in-
person ride-along or opt for the virtual
one.

For the virtual option, the force will
contact applicants and arrange a time
for them to go to their local police
station where they can watch the shift
unfold.

PC Ryan Davies and PCSO Jordan
Newborough will be among those

on shift on the virtual ride-alongs.
s

@ The Will Partners

www.thewillpartners.co.uk

S5 REASONS TO REVIEW YOUR WILL

‘ Are you up to date with legislation?
@ Have you built in “What if” clauses?
@ Where is the original Will?

¥ )

‘ Who are your Executors, family,
or someone else?

@ Are your wishes up to date?

Home
Visits

Available

‘ i P 3
o . agal e

Tel: 01527 877313

11 Kidderminster Road,
Bromsgrove, B61 7))

UK Legal

new s | Awards 2026
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ICOUSINS

FURNITURE

Interest
Free Credit
Available

;"
g

|||}
A7

3 Seater Sojfa

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE

'gs £1199%.

Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £1,5600. 20% deposit of £300. Amount financed £1,200. 30 payments of £40 (0% APR
Representative) Total amount payable £1,200 Subject to status.
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£800k boost
to fight back
in battle on
rural crime

Early Careers Worcestershire is working with schools and employers to move beyond the

traditional one-week placement model. s

BUSINESSES in Worcestershire are being
|:| urged to help shape a more modern and

flexible approach to work experience for
young people.

Early Careers Worcestershire, part of
Worcestershire County Council’s Skills and
Employability service, is working with schools
and employers to move beyond the traditional
one-week placement model.

The new approach includes workplace visits,
employer-led projects, industry encounters and
shorter placements delivered throughout a stu-
dent’s secondary school journey. Working along-
side the Careers and Enterprise Company and
‘Worcestershire Growth Hub, the programme aims
to make work experience more inclusive, relevant
and aligned to local skills needs.

A new campaign, “If not you...then who?”, is
encouraging employers to step forward and play a
leading role in shaping tomorrow’s workforce.

A special business forum will take place on
Wednesday, 13 May at Visit Worcestershire New
Road, home of Worcestershire County Cricket
Club, to introduce the new model and give
employers the opportunity to get involved.

Councillor Alan Amos, cabinet member
with responsibility for business and skills at
Worcestershire County Council, said: “We can-
not sit back and hope someone else prepares the
next generation. Worcestershire businesses have
a responsibility - and a real opportunity - to get
involved.

“This is about opening doors, raising aspira-
tions and showing young people exactly what is
possible right here in Worcestershire.

“Those who step forward will help shape the
workforce of the future. Those who don’t risk
being left behind.”

Visit www.rebrand.ly/MWEX for more informa-
tion.

THE POLICE and Crime
Commissioner (PCC) for West
Mercia has welcomed an £800,000
funding boost to tackle rural crime
across the country.

John Campion has spoken about the
importance of tackling rural crime fol-
lowing the investment announcement
from the Policing Minister Sarah Jones.

It was made at the National Rural Crime
Network conference, which was attended
by Deputy PCC Marc Bayliss, who sits on
the network’s national project delivery
group for serious organised rural crime.

The cash will come from the National
Wildlife Crime Unit and the National
Rural Crime Unit.

This will help increase co-ordinated
efforts across law enforcement, politi-
cians, the farming community and insur-
ers to stop rural crime.

The West Mercia Policing area makes
it vulnerable to rural crime as - according
to data from DEFRA - it is home to 8,451
farms - more than double the number in
Lincolnshire, which has the second high-
est total of 3,431.

Mr Campion said: “Rural crime is
a key commitment within my Safer

Communities Plan, so I welcome this
additional funding to support local efforts
to prevent crime and bring offenders to
justice but it’s just one part of the solu-
tion.

“Rural crime is complex, with our rural
communities facing a number of crimes
that can often be complex.

“That’s why I will continue to amplify
their concerns and ensure everything
possible is being done to provide them
with the policing service they expect and
deserve.”

To ensure people living in often isolat-
ed rural communities feel safe, the PCC
has already taken substantial action.

This has included funding five Rural
and Business Crime Officers across West
Mercia and investing $£190,232-a-year
into the force’s ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’
scheme. This is a four strand programme
aimed at preventing acquisitive crime in
towns and villages and includes the roll-
out of SmartWater.

West Mercia Police call handlers have
also received dedicated rural crime train-
ing, through a partnership with the NFU,
following concerns from farmers about
how their reports were being understood
and managed.

Avon
ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.c

PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE « TRUSTED

D\

4+ New roofs

4 Re-roofs :

+ Roof repairs }m,m::,"y

4 Tiles/slates  EEE
replaced

UPVC ROOFLINE

PRODUCTS

4 Fascias

4 Cladding

4 Soffits

4+ Guttering

4+ Down pipes

Freo Quotitions - Al

54 Chimneys rebuilt

Commencial hoof projects undertahon

4 Flat roof solutions
<4 EPDM rubber roofs

4 Re-pointing

4+ Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

DRY RIDGES

EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

Work Guananleed

Monday 6-11 pm Tuesday 6-11 pm

M! EVEREST

Authentic Nepalese Cuisine

Opening Times:

10% OFF

Sunday to

Thursday with
this advert

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google

Wednesday 6-11 pm Thursday 6-11 pm h
Friday 6-11 pm Saturday 6-11 pm =
Sunday 6-11 pm

Tel: 01527 850717
31 Alcester Road B8O 7LL
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

Just for
Ric o

—— s D S

Visit your local store today:
Just for Pets Bromsgrove 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets Droitwich saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets Kidderminster, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Easter Home & Garden Ideas to

Brighten the Bank Holiday Weekend

Spring has officially sprung,
and with Easter upon us,
there’s no better time to
freshen up your home and
garden with a seasonal touch.

Whether you’re hosting family for an
Easter Sunday roast, planning a garden
egg hunt for the little ones, or simply
want to embrace the joys of spring,
we’ve gathered the best tips to help
you celebrate Easter in style — without
breaking the bank.

Bring the Outdoors In

Easter and spring go hand in hand with
fresh blooms and greenery. Now is the
perfect time to liven up your interiors
with floral arrangements — think tulips,
daffodils, hyacinths, and narcissus. A

simple jug of yellow daffodils on the
kitchen table is instantly uplifting and
costs less than a fancy takeaway coffee.

If you’re after something longer-

lasting, potted primroses or violas make
charming indoor centrepieces and can be
planted outside later.

Top Tip: Add a sprig of rosemary or thyme
to your arrangements for a subtle scent and
an Easter twist.

A Touch of Pastel

Easter décor doesn’t need to be fussy.
Soft pastels like duck egg blue, blush
pink and mint green can freshen up your
space. Try swapping out cushion covers
or adding a pastel runner to your dining
table. Even a few painted eggs in a basket
can add an easy seasonal touch.

Crafty types can get the whole family
involved with DIY decorations. Blow out

hen eggs, paint them in soft tones, and
hang them from willow branches for a
stunning Easter tree.

Set the Perfect Table

Planning your Easter meal: Whether

it’s roast lamb with all the trimmings

or a veggie tart with spring greens, a
beautifully set table makes everything
feel that little bit more special.

Layer white crockery with a pastel-
coloured tablecloth or runner. Napkins
tied with raffia and a sprig of lavender
or rosemary are an effortless but classy
touch. Scatter chocolate mini eggs or foil-
wrapped treats across the table for a fun,
edible flourish.

For an extra bit of fun, write guests’
names on hollowed eggs and use them as
place settings.

CV47 9QZ)

Warwick Buildings
Nightingale Lane,
Southam Road,
Long Itchington, Southam
Warwickshire CV47 9AT

(For SatNav please use

Tel: 01926 815757

The UK’s leading suppliers of
* Garden Offices
* Garden Rooms
* Garden Office Pods

* Garden Studios

» Garages

» Office Pods
. Posh Sheds
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Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday between 8:30am and 5pm

Saturday between 9am and 1pm
(By Appointment Only)

@ warwickbuildings.co.uk
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Garden Glory: Ready for Guests (or
the Easter Bunny!)

After months of rain and frost, your garden
might be in need of a little TLC. Start by
clearing leaves and debris from beds and
borders. A quick trim of the lawn and a sweep
of the patio can make a huge difference.
Now’s the time to plant hardy spring flowers
like pansies, primulas, and marigolds — ideal
for instant colour. You can also sow wildflower

seeds in sunny spots to attract bees and
butterflies later in the season.

If you’re hosting an Easter egg hunt, create
zones in the garden using bunting or plant
pots. Hide eggs in flowerbeds, behind trees,
and among the shrubs for a fun challenge. For
a magical touch, hang ribbon-tied eggs from
branches to guide younger children on the
hunt.

Top Tip: If the weather isn’t playing ball, move
the egg hunt indoors! Use post-it clues and hide
treats around the house for a rainy-day version.

Spring Clean with Purpose

Easter is a natural time to tackle a bit of
spring cleaning. Open windows wide to air out
rooms, and don’t forget neglected spots like
skirting boards, behind furniture, and window
sills. Natural cleaning solutions using vinegar,
lemon and bicarbonate of soda work wonders
—and leave a fresh scent behind.

Decluttering is key: clear out winter bits, pack
away heavy throws and make space for lighter,
brighter spring vibes. If you’re switching to
summer duvets, pop a lavender sachet into
your linen cupboard to keep everything
smelling fresh.

Sustainable and Stylish

Easter doesn’t have to mean piles of

plastic and waste. Choose foil-wrapped or
cardboard-packaged eggs and avoid single-
use decorations. Craft your own bunting from
fabric scraps, or decorate reusable jars with
ribbon to use for treats or table settings.
Plantable seed cards or eco-friendly wooden

PAGE 27

(i

decorations make thoughtful, low-waste gifts,
and can be reused year after year.

In Bloom and In Style

Easter is a season of renewal — not just in
nature, but in our homes too. Whether you’re
adding a few daffodils to a windowsill or

throwing a full-blown garden party, a little
creativity goes a long way.

Celebrate this long weekend with warmth,
colour, and a touch of spring magic and don’t
forget to save a chocolate egg for yourself.

Happy Easter!

LOOKING FOR
PROFESSIONAL

WOODCARE AD

The Osmo Recommends App is a quick and easy tool

designed to help you identify the ideal Osmo product for

any project.

By answering a few simple questions about the wood type,

location, desired finish, and level of protection required,
the app instantly provides tailored product
recommendations along with the correct application

guidance.

Whether you’re working on interior or exterior projects,

the app streamlines decision-making and ensures you get

the best results with the right Osmo solution.

# Download on the

App Store

GETITON

® Google Play

0SMO RECOMMENDS

/ WHERE IS YOUR PROJECT?

OSI’T]O%
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Get Your Gden \‘Sprmg-Ready
Over the Bank Hollday Weekend

Easter weekend is the perfect time to dust
off the trowel, pull on your gloves, and get
stuck into the garden. With longer days
and milder weather (fingers crossed!),
now is the time to set the stage for a
colourful, blooming summer.

Whether you've got a sprawling lawn or a few
pots on the patio, here are 10 expert-approved
Easter gardening tips to help you make the
most of the spring energy:

1. Plant Some Instant Colour

Bring borders and containers to life with hardy
spring favourites like pansies, primroses,
violas, and marigolds. These tough little
blooms add an instant pop of colour and can
cope with unpredictable April weather.

Top Tip: Don’t forget to deadhead flowers
regularly to keep them blooming for longer.

2. Start Your Veg Patch

Easter is a brilliant time to sow early crops.
Try lettuce, spinach, radishes, carrots, and
peas — all can go straight into the ground (or
deep pots). For smaller spaces, use growbags
or raised beds.

No garden? No problem. Salad leaves grow
happily on windowsills or balconies!

They’ll bring colour and wildlife to your
garden from early summer onwards.

Look out for mixes labelled “Bee Friendly” or
“Pollinator Mix”.

7. Watch Out for Pests

Slugs and snails love tender young shoots. Use
organic deterrents like copper tape, eggshells,
or wool pellets around vulnerable plants — or
try beer traps for a humane solution.

8. Replant Bulbs After Display

If you’ve had bulbs like tulips or daffodils
indoors or in pots, you can replant them in the
garden once the flowers fade. Let the leaves
die back naturally - this feeds next year’s
bloom.

9. Sort Your Tools and Shed

Easter’s a great time to give your tools some
TLC. Sharpen blades, oil hinges, and clear
out the shed or greenhouse. A tidy gardening
space makes a huge difference as the season
ramps up.

3. Pot Up Strawberries

Strawberry plants thrive in pots and hanging
baskets — and planting them now means you’ll
have juicy fruits by summer. Look for varieties
like Cambridge Favourite or Hapil for UK
conditions.

4. Prune and Tidy

Cut back dead stems on perennials and tidy up
shrubs, especially winter-flowering ones. It’s
also time to prune lavender, hydrangeas, and
roses — but always check specific care advice by
plant type.

Remember: Avoid pruning spring-flowering
shrubs until after they’ve bloomed.

5. Feed Your Plants

Plants are waking up hungry after winter.

Use a general-purpose fertiliser on beds and
borders, and liquid feed for containers. Roses,
fruit trees, and clematis all benefit from a
boost right now.

6. Sow Wildflowers for Pollinators
Support bees and butterflies by scattering
wildflower seeds in sunny spots. Choose UK
native mixes and rake lightly into the soil.

10. Plan Your Summer Showstoppers
It’s not too early to sow summer stunners like
cosmos, zinnias, sweet peas, and nasturtiums.

Start them indoors or in a cold frame, then
harden off in May before planting out.

Tip from Jo Fielding, local garden designer:
“Think ahead. Easter is the time to prepare — the
real show starts in June!”

Final Thought:

Easter gardening isn’t just about jobs — it’s
about joy. Take a moment to sit outside, notice
the buds on trees, and listen to the birds.
Nature’s putting on a show — and you’ve got
front-row seats.

Longhridge
(ladding & Roofing I1d

A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN ALL
ASPECTS OF ROOFING

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing - Fascia, Softs & Guttering
Cladaing - Moss Remaval - Chimney | Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local company you
can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Ra South, Recal, Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgeclaadingandroofingitd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

ifw

NEEDS

windsor
CARPETS

1985 - 2025

40 YEARS
of e)(cﬂ//ewe/

Unit 4, Brockhill Works, Windsor Road, Redditch, B97 6DJ
Tel: 01527 61906 Email: info@windsorcarpets.com
Web: www.windsorcarpets.com
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= BOTANY BAY
' Ga*

~ Nurseries, Garden Centre & Café

Easter is a great time to get your wellies on and get out in the
garden. Take advantage of the long weekend and get your
garden ready for the season ahead.

With spring buds appearing and Growing your own plants, flowers
beautiful blossom in full flower, this and produce has a nurturing effect,
time of year inspires us all to get boosting self-esteem and creating a
growing. sense of purpose.

Gardening lifts the spirit like nothing  You don’t need a large garden to
else. The mix of fresh air, plenty of  reap the benefits of gardening. Even
physical exercise and the connection a small patio or a balcony can give
with nature improves mood and the same feeling of pride and
lowers stress levels. satisfaction.

| Garden decor & ¥
accessories
-

g

Pots, troughs &
containers

Botany Bay has everything you need
to make your garden look sensational!

Botany Bay Nurseries, Garden Centre & Café
Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch
B96 6BG 01527 893885

www.botany-bay.co.uk Find us on the socials too!

- N -
Gardening Jobs (§/7
=/
for Easter A
There’s lots you can do in the garden over Easter,
whether you have a grand garden or a small space.
So get outside, get to work and have fun!

Tidy up your borders and flower beds. Remove old
A stems, leaves and other debris. It’s a good idea to
apply a layer of mulch to improve the soil and
suppress weeds ready for planting. Use farmyard Shrubs, perennials

manure, fine bark or any other organic matter. i q & trees L
: Home-grown

It’s time for the first cut of your lawn. Dig out large bedding plants

weeds then reseed any patchy areas. The warmer
spring days will encourage germination.

Start growing your veg and salad. You can plant
your beans, brassicas and lettuce directly outside.
Protect your tomatoes, peppers and
cucumbers by keeping
them in the

greenhouse or

P "
iRinae
conservatory.

Gorgeous gardeni

furniture
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Heading to the garden centre?
Here’s a handy phrase book...

WANDERING into a garden cen-
tre can feel like arriving in a
foreign country without a phrase
book.

As part of its Make It Bloom cam-
paign, British Garden Centres wants
to change that by sharing knowledge
and language of the garden centre
floor.

Annual: A plant that completes its
entire life cycle within a single year.
Annuals grow, flower, set seed, and
then finish.

Biennial: This type of plant takes two
years to complete its life cycle,
growing leaves in year one and
flowering in year two.

Deciduous: Put simply, this is a tree
or shrub that sheds its leaves at
the end of the growing season and
grows them back the following year.

Ericaceous: A plant that thrives in
acidic soil, which has a low pH.
Blueberries, Camellias, Azaleas and
Rhododendrons are all ericaceous
plants.

Half Hardy: These plants can tolerate
low temperatures, but they need
protecting when hard frosts arrive.

Hardy: The gardener’s dream: plants
that can handle even the coldest
British winters without any extra
help from you.

- m:l,,'w

Herbaceous: A plant that dies back
down to the ground over winter but
pushes up fresh new growth each
spring.

Perennial: Comes back year after
year, season after season. Unlike
annuals, you plant a perennial once
and enjoy it for many years.

Tender: Plants that will not survive a
frost outdoors, like dahlias, begon-
ias and bananas. Tender plants
need to come indoors or into a
frost-free greenhouse before the
first cold snap.

Shrub: A woody plant that is smaller

than a tree and typically branches
from the base rather than from a
single trunk. Hardy shrubs need
little attention once established,
making them one of the best
investments you can make in your
garden.

Understanding plant labels

Every plant in a British Garden
Centres store carries a label that
tells you at a glance what that plant
needs to thrive. Here is a straight-
forward guide to the ones you'll see
most often.

Full Shade: This plant can survive on
minimal direct sunlight, making it
ideal for shady corner spots, and
east or north facing gardens where
the sun rarely reaches.

Partial Sun / Shade: Thrives in early
morning or late afternoon sun but
needs shelter from harsh midday
rays.

Full Sun: Perfectly at home in dry, hot
conditions.

Bee symbol: Plants carrying this sym-
bol will attract bees and butterflies
into your garden.

Grown by Us: When you see the
British Garden Centres ‘Grown by
Us’ badge, those plants were nur-
tured from the very start in our own
nursery.

Julian Palphramand, Head of Plants
at British Garden Centres, said: “We
want every person who visits one
of our centres to leave feeling more
inspired and more confident than
when they arrived, and that starts
with making our world easy to under-
stand.”

snap fithess

openinog soon

REDDITCH

MAY 2026

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

2 GROVE STREET,

REDDITCH B98 8DX
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HUGE FRINGE FESTIVAL | FREE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
MUSIC | SCREENINGS | POP-UP MUSEUM

THE —=

RIK MW_/dl >

COMEDY FESTIVAL

DROITWICH SPA, WORCS.

200+ EVENTS

o+ VENUES

EE ACTIVITIES &
|(:)RUTDOOR STAGES

cross Dro:Ltw:Lch Spa, :anlud:mg.

vi

200+ more events a

o
JON HIPKIS
THE WILD ONE

H
ARY BRATY Vm
tB (IMBERLEY nuor

KANE & ABEL

MAGICTANS:
TWIN FEATS

HEADLINE SPONSOR VOLUNTEER PARTNER FESTIVAL SPONSORS MERCHANDISE PARTNER SUPPORTED BY )

N A= " tershire iy

PSS O} ' BLACK PEAR  Sutcliffe&Co. NicolaCo #’ %TM[SSE Ny counc EWYCHAVON
| it FlFfTR\fAI U s

Production Support Services Ltd
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
|

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
1. Scatter here and 2. Pinch (3)
EASY there (11) 3. Senior (5)
5 7 913 9. Serpent (3) 4. Shriek (6)
3 114 5|7 10. Instruction (9) 5. Shut out (7)
8 1 9 4 11. Type of duck (5) 6. Blown spray (9)
13. Apart (7) .
7. Seek advice (4,7)
3 6|7 5 14. Beginning (6)
. . 8. Rebuked (11)
4 8 16. Highest point (6)
12. Cleansing agent (9)
95 o4 7 18. Relate (7)
19. A dead language (5) 15. Gospel (7)
6 4 2 1 20. Vigorous (9) 17. Stinging plant (6)
2 6 8 21. Untruth (3) 19. Sordid gain (5)
98 2 5 6 22. Anyway (2,3,6) 21. Allow (3)
ad
HARD seione?
9 1 4
7 3 2 8
68 7
8 3
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
1 2 3 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
9 1 752435  gives a flower;
STAR 1368 gives a tree;
5|6 Scorch 9887 gives a plant.
4 9 7 1 Chair 1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
3 1 7 Achievement
: CODEWORD
Gathering
PATH FI N D E R This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
Clenched hand with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each FISH words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Composers
[RIRDSJESIECRBERL
IASSUANBHTOZNA I
CHTRADEEIAVLIRO
MAIRAVSLDLIZSFZ
BYLDGRUIIOVTACO
DRLIWITONNEHIOM
JANNGENAHRYLGPU
OHESTIBACUPLICC
SUBASANFTRCENEP
EIGPOHCRRAUEI SH
PPNIICCEDZSDJOH
VEIMREIREOMAMYA
ERDAURAOLFGGADN
AGDRDEVWNGANAHR
RLEAWLEREAWDRC I

Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

i

How you rate
15 words: average
20 words: good

B
G

25 words: very good
30 or more: excellent.

N<XS<C-HWVWFOTVOZErX-—=IOTMmMOUA®T
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8

3

25 20

20 |5 |5_ |25, |16 |20
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1. Large triangular plucked, stringed
instrument (4)
4. The air force of Nazi Germany (9)
8. Figured material, now usually of linen (6)
9. Small, brownish spot on the skin, caused by
sunlight (7)
10.  Surname of the composer whose works include
Rigoletto and La Traviata (5)
12. See 27 Across
16. Region of central Italy in the Apennines, capital
Perugia (6)
17.  Delicately-flavoured, ovate fruit with a
brownish, rough outer skin, native to China (6)
18 & 7. Spanish composer famous for The Three-
Cornered Hat, etc. (6,2,5)
21.  Basic unit of length in the metric system (5)
25. State in the southeastern US, capital
Montgomery (7)
26 & 24. Artist, traveller and writer who popularized
the limerick (6,4)
27 & 12. Novel by Francis Brett Young, published in
1928 (2,7,8)
28. River of East Africa (4)

DOWN

2. Banded or cloudy silica, used to make
ornaments and objects of art (5)
3. Woollen cloth, with a tartan or

2]

chequered pattern, of Scottish 7.
Highlanders (5) 10.
4. Evangelist closely associated with 1.
St. Paul (4)
5. Any of the Theraphosidae family of 13.

large, often hairy, spiders (9)

Racecourse where the Gold Cup, King

George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes,

etc., are run (5)

See 18 Across

Finer kind of parchment (6)
Climbing palm from which a kind of
cane is made (6)

Large insect of the wasp family,
inflicting a serious sting (6)

A delicate difference in meaning,
opinion, colour, etc. (6)

Diving bird of the auk family (9)

A mixture of metals (5)

Brown earth used as pigment (5)
----- Muir, Orkney-born poet famous
for “The Horses', etc. (5)

Pertaining to the country, as
distinguished from the town (5)
See 26 Across
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IN MEMORIAM
—

A message from
Pat and Tony

EOR YOUR SALVATION

The greatest gift given to
mankind was when God gave his
only son, Jesus, to die on the
cross so that we can have
salvation; salvation is a free gift
from God. It’s as easy as A.B.C:

Admit you are a sinner and
repent your sins with a sincere
heart.

Believe with all your heart that
Jesus is the son of our living God.

Call on Jesus to come into your
heart and be your lord and
saviour.

Being baptised in The Holy Spirit
cleanses your heart, it’s the only
way to your salvation.

Jesus said “No one comes to The
Father except through me”
John 14 vs 6

“No one is righteous, not one”
Romans 3 vs |1

GOD LOVES YOU!

We are living in endtimes - Are
you ready?

Question: Will you be with Jesus,
your saviour, and have eternal
life, or, will you be with Satan, the
evil one, in Hell? Will you be left
behind?

The choice is yours.

RAY
DALBEY

Taken from us 42 years ago today
3-4-84

To the world you may have been
one person, but to us you were the
world.

Love and God bless
Pat and '
Families
XXXXXXXX

If you have a
message for a
loved one, call our
team on

01527 588688

-

Special Family

Announcements

N e

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can callus on 01527 588688

or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your
telephone contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost

reception@bullivantmedia.com

Prices start from just

(inc Vat)

-

e %

MEMORIAL
SERVICES
—

’j‘ 7Woﬁce&

FLORAL TRIBUTES
—

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family™
to care for your family

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
I

STUDLEY
01905783188 01527 852213

The Standard, Friday April 3, 2026

Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
: hope for tormorrow.
‘ Anonymous

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

sTNS%

THE NURSERY SHOP

ﬂowers@nufseryshopredditch.co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tel\O] 527 550 700

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

An Independentf Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH
01527 547777

« BROMSGROVE

01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER

01564 822001

0121 445 3422

01789 330939

- “A famtly concern ‘2

(;'uk

s.c :
emall admm(‘thomasbrothers co. uk
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@
AT . W | -_—

FUNERAL UNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
E—— |

MORTONS (

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

R.L.Rea

“Where saying lI'uncral Directors Ltd.
goodbye means
everything” = » "A 1 : ., - . x
y g S = || ° A Family Firm Established in 1967
Whatever style of funeral you're looking - ] \ T =i . = ° Y r L I I d nd t C m I t
for, whether direct cremation, traditional, » 2\ . e - ou oca U n epe en o p ete
contemporary, or somewhere in ‘ v Funeral Directors and Memorial
between, you can put your trust in us. = | r Al M
. asons
sl ol Coe ML RN @y » Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
0121459 911 Professional Service 24 hours a day,
Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery Professionally qualified ) . 365 days a year
independent funeral directors S E A
Pot e Edoiwasion Wk b * Private Chapel of Rest

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

your loved ones Ecl:zilsllé)sléja‘gglyn()t send gzll’lrlaoulllﬂ 01527 588688
Lt i - ;‘ s
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IMILE 01527 584371

PUBLIC NOTICES ALES & WA MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | WANTED
I [ I I EE— L
NEW Black PIR | BICYCLE ‘Cross | HOME brewing | TELE V1 S 1 0 N | GUTTERING fittings
PUB”c NO'“CES CARS FOR SALE MISCELLANEOUS Motion ered CRF 300" folding equlpmenl . fo’r Panagomc 42” good 112 mm round, !!AI! I ED
—_— Sensor Light, | city bike, 7 gears, | wine & beer inc’s | working order £75| o 16 facia MOBILITY
Ledvion 1P44 16 inch. as new, fermentation ono 01527 523559 3
4 : : NG hE e brackets 1linline
CHILDS leather | Waterproof, folds compact.£50 [ barrel, brewing bin, | TWO table lamps ! -
BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL YW Passat armchair suits age | Requires E27 Bulb. | 07928335027 demi-johns, bottles [~ medium size cream | union jointers S SCOOTER
& REDDITCH BORO Cou S 4-11 years £40 ono (1)2155)5726c5n4£515 each | HORNBY 00 gauge | tubing, & equipment | base with peacocks [ Running outlets 4 wheel type
Advertisement Key: LB = Listed Building. Highline Estate | | _oiszraonaso | 01527853345 | " pair of Class 37 -£3000 Can deliver | on the = front | £3000 the lot Folds for car
IKEA “Molger” | MAMAS & Papas, | diesel locomotives | if required. Call Rob | - umbrella  shaped | 7760590989 With charger
26/00268/LBC LB 'm' 1[‘0 Range open shelvin large rocking horse | in BR blue livery. | on : 07910527318, | shades £15 for both z
Site: 8 Beoley Hall, cknield Street, Beoley, : Lange oben SNEWINE | on” wooden frame. | (Cat  Ref R7si) | 01299824318 | 07738740038 NURSING Chair £25 || Dead batt;"les
Warcestershiro BJ8 OAL. z I.“re with mirror back | Very, good clean | with running no | 2 xlamb creep feeders [ LIGHT Oak dining | _07719695685 acceptable
Proposal: Replacement of 1980 stud wall size20cm x 1dem x| condition (collection | 37130 and (Cat Ref | 24 x 8 feeding slots [ chairs & extending Can collect
partitions. 2009, 130K 90cm tall, matching | OnlY) £50.00. Tel: | R402) with running [ £250and £23007813 | table £60  ono | WANTED 01789 778174
26/00229/LBC _ L8 ||| VGC, good reason slatted stool /storage | —01924132759 [ no 37027 “William | _443674 07799851517 ——
Site: 5 Greenhill, Burcot, Worcestershire B60 1BJ. Y box with removable ROLAND  Cartier | Cookworthy TWO antique clocks | GLASS topped
Proposal: Replace the existing roof covering. for sale top 37cm square leather ~shoes with Both in excellent not working £40 cabinet Yew wood nWA"“n, wnvl necnms cns casmes
Application forms and plans may be inspected Always serviced X 50cm high, in [ mesh inserts, peep unmarkefi'cor?)mon _ 07719695685 | cupboards bottom J
online https://publicaccess. : dark brown poplar, [ t0¢: stiletto heel, | ¢/ w original boxes | NURSING chair £25 | _£5007799851517 _ Vintage or New **
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/ Very reliable Excellent unmarked | ©0lour pewter, | and manufacturers _ 07719695685 | SQUARE cane table : ; ; i
online-appllcations MOT til end of Nov| | conditions20 Tt | 52 8. still i box. :]r:strucnpns&%sl ANTIQUE chair 19305 | with glass top, idcal Seeking classic rock, jazz, {ndre
Gomments can be submitted online, via email _07415322794 | pon ;::cec s di‘:?;‘ 0731 5325;‘;2 ! excellent ~ condition |  for conservatory, 46 and rare finds. Cash paid
gov.uk or £1750 ono MODERN sofa | Original ; _£5007719695685 | X 46 x Sdem £15Tel { £ oy or - 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
m writing Planning Services, Redditch Town : DEing oSt | HORNBY 00 gauge 2 aps | 07925170951 : .
g g range ERCOL was  £65.00. Will 1 d FREE Tun bath & taps Or email: welston@hve com
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B8 8AH 07821 009490 « ¢ wi 0.00 | steam  Joco - and | 707719605685 HORNBY 00 gauge : :
COSENZA”  with t £20.00. Tel i i
g . accep! .00. Tele: | tender (Cat Ref diesel  locomotive Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)
retro deep button | 07934132759 R2880) DCC Ready | BISCUIT barrel | (Cat Ref R347) BR
PUBLIC NOTICES MISCELLANEQUS | backed  cushions | wiyyow tree | BR Class 9F in BR [ S00ty & Sweep £25 | o, Py i oreen
— E— and oak show legs, | "demdaco  “thank | black livery, late | _07719695685 livery with late crest. | WANTED
comprising armchair | you” pendant / small | crest, motor located | STONE hot | Test” run and very | MESEG_—___—_
Warwickshire County Coun RECLINER CHAIR | (93cm wide) and [ plaque by Susan| in engine body. In | water bottle £25| jite used. Excellent
electric rise & [ small sofa (153cm) | Lordi. In" original [ excellent condition | _07719695685 unmarked condition
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 recline £169 Manual | in grey / blue weave [ box.  3.00. Tel:| Test run  only | WALL mounted | ¢/ w original box and
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make recline  chair  £60 fﬂb"ﬁ- ?5 “ewklg 07934132759 otherwise ~ unused Electric fire with instructions. £24. Tel
the following Temporary Traffic Orders: .&lgh éeateddcll)alr 2():51 iteign Un?::;sgn DURABL;E travel c (/j w onglfnai box coals  glass fron; 07415322794
an  deliver . suit garment | and manufacturers [ remote control | pRIZA-BONE
D5434 LOWER HASELOR LANE, HASELOR 07703 925662 for  sale-downsiz- | bag with shoulder | instructions. £55.Tel [ W 890 x D 138 x| A ustralian Mnml'cvl:les anll
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between ing). £525 ono. Tel strap, multiple zip | _ 07415322794 H 480 as new £50 | |ijghtweight
its junctions with Pelham Lane and Trench Lane. In | | BEDS NEW Doubles | (7415322794 closure pockets, two | WOODEN Workbench | _ 07398887231 wagger roof d gwax scﬂﬂlel's
addton, the Weight Restricton on C46 Pelham Lane, || - £95 Singles £59 King | gpoaDy bean plants | hangers, £3.00. Tel: | - 6ft 4” long 2ft wide | CUGGL travel cot | riding  eoat.  Na
Haselor between Wood Lane and Walcote Road/Lower ;l:sd £‘ljf)9‘l'blesseci';g pack of 12 plants | 07934132759 3ft highg storage | for sale grey good blue,g Knee Iengt‘l’z Any cc, condition or age,
Haselor Lane will be temporarily suspended. Singles £29 Frid £1.50  Strawberry | BABY cot - Wooden | underneath  good | condition with | Fits 12-16. Rear vent good prices paid
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and ingles Tidges lant k of 6 ith  slidi id diti £80 100x74x74
£49 Freezers £59 plants  pack ol wit sliding  side condition mattress X74. covers horse rump.
associated works, 09.30hrs - 15.00hrs. A elsanta ‘pl £2.50 11
Can deliver 07703 S plants £2. access, no mattress ono must collect £20 Phone As new. £60. 07840
?gd:]zng%mmems 20 Aprl 2026 for up to 025662 01905 778926 £20 Tel 07925170951 | 07821009490 01788840581 800965

Anticipated Completion: 23 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Trench Lane, A46,A435, B4089
(Arden Road, Tything Road West, Kinwarton Farm
Road, Captains Hill, School Road, Village Road),
Pelham Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

HOO MILL ROAD, KINWARTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable water network survey
works.

Order Commences: 24 April 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 24 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick cv34 4RL Date 02 April 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
[

MARGARET ELIZABETH
FORRESTER Deceased
Pursuant to the TrusteeAct 1925
anyone having a claim against or
an interest in the Estate of the
deceased, late of Studley Rose
Care Home, Pool Road, Studley
B80 7QU, formerly of 36 Barlich
‘Way, Redditch B98 7JP, who died

on 30/01/2026, must send writ-
ten particulars to the address
below by 04/06/2026, after which
date the Estate will be distri-
buted having regard only to
claims and interests notified.
Glover Priest Solicitors Ltd
817 Hagley Road West,
Quinton, Birmingham, B32 IAD
Ref: HSE/FOR19412

Keeping you up to
date with all the
latest information
on Planning
Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods
Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences
To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

incVA

condition
as new

£550

can deliver
Telephone
10234 567890

mple boxed adenisement)

PROBLEM? DON'T WORRY!
Our Classified pages are full of

Simply by advertising them in The

+Obs

And
But if you want your advertisement to really stand out or if your item is valued at over
£500, you can place details in a boxed advertisement for just £5.75 (inc Vat)

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your cheque or credit card details if
required, and we'll do the rest - Or alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com

€rver -

i

Free Lineage (Ifems upto value £500) L
Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): (MAX 15 WORDS)

SOMETHING

O sell?

You Can Raise Some Extra Cash and make someone else’s Day
By SELLING Your Wonderful but Unwanted Gifts or Private ltems

Standard

..If your item is valued at £500 or less — its FREE of charge in lineage (max 15 words)

Paid for Boxed Ad (ifems of any value)

one Number.

Mr/Mrs/M:

Dek}rls (Not for Publication):

Initial

Sumame.

\ddires

| Exp Date.

| Emall address... B
' | enclose cheque, payable to EUH\VGM Med!c Ltd, value

l or alternatively

| Please debit my card for £.
| Credit Card Number...

Telephone:....

... Mobile..

isc qestr

Detta

 start Date

Security Number.

(Last 3 dligits) Issue Number. (if

| oremail

| send fo Bullivant Media, Webb House, Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 88P
ur advertisement fo freeads@bullivantmedia.com

Experts waiting to help!
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—

‘(ﬁ\ My Clean Gutters

%
SATISFACTION
**

Freephone: 0800 0463373
Birmingham 0121 652 0374
Redditch: 01527 900 787
Mosite: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH(
DEGORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmith@live.co.uk

07341 663 655 - 1427 83621

GARDENING
SERVICES

GRASS CUTTING

COVERING REDDITCH,
STUDLEY & BROMSGROVE

No job too small
Locally based

can 07512 852290

GARDENING
SERVICES

JFS
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,

Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome,
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

( ;
Dragonfly
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
¢ Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming
. Regular Maintenance

33 Years Experwnce in Hortwulture
with a local major Garden Centre
Registered Waste Carrier
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Kitchens &
Bathrooms

FREE DESIGN &
QUOTATION

QUALITY KITCHENS
& BATHROOMS
SUPPLIED & FITTED

PLUMBING,
CARPENTRY, TILING,
WORKTOP & DOOR

REPLACEMENT
(Supply &fit, supply only or ft only)
LOCAL TRADESMAN
20YRS EXPERIENCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

07971 684 353

LANDSCAPING
—

DA, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing « Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE

Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

,&/ ¢

Onr é‘/ﬂ.«
E/ﬁpmﬁ’ WA

4’/%9 /%g/n AlA
>

N/ )
v PROBLEM? LODK NO FURTHER! &,
aifzgfa/e ol :7/
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LOGS
—

SKIP HIRE
—

~ LOGS

Mainly Ash
£120, £220, £390
loads delivered
Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken

Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our
website

www.rbtimber.uk

REMOVALS/
STORAGE
—

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

—

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Ci ion of
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835
T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

items

ROOFING
—

WEATHER SRGUARD
too small
ALL ROO
Written quotes
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
j@f‘_ Mobile: 07467159012

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
1 n% No job too big or
Fully guaranteed
and insured
REPAI available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
NEP Office: 01521962 972
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk

weatherguardservices.co.uk

A&S SKIPS

A Division of Ww@ments (Redditch) LTD
+ 2, 4 &7 yard skips ;
 Skips with drop front doors guaranteed

.wm

» Com \\ &

(Tel 01 8 + Mob 07788 142
31

Vese carr o, CBOU 19207

,ass|
Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and

VISA

cial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering

Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
i * No room for a skip.

Book our man with a van

service
Promp( reliable service

* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

CaII 01 527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialsts s a rusted, professional company with
a great reputation o uphold and have over 20 years experience inthe trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving + Fencing * Artfcial Grass * Astro Turf» Patios

JILDING

LLS ROOFEI

SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways
* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

Gold Crest

Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

— ALSO —

Passenger
Assistants

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639

Require the following in the Redditch,

The Standard, Friday April 3, 2026

Appomtments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01927 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

10 FILL?

We can offer you....

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantimedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivant»edia
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A LAMBORGHINI Urus
SE Widetrack by Urban
Automotive, the latest in
its range of luxury vehicle
enhancements, makes its glo-
bal debut today at its UK
design and carbon fibre pro-
duction facility in Milton
Keynes and this evening in
Las Vegas, USA.

Combining the launch in the UK
and USA marks a significant mile-
stone in Urban Automotive’s contin-
ued international expansion.

Being the home of the SEMA
show and sharing a bold and atten-
tion-grabbing car culture with Los
Angeles, Las Vegas was the natural
venue for the Lamborghini Urus

SE Widetrack’s American debut in
an unmistakeable Inozetek Gloss
Pearlescent Pearl Marigold Orange
premium wrap.

As a leading global designer of
vehicle enhancements for luxury
cars, Urban Automotive, used its
OEM+ philosophy to undertake a
comprehensive, ground-up reimag-
ining of Lamborghini’s latest high-
performance SUV.

The attention to detail of Urban’s
design took 10,000 hours of design
and development time to create and
subtly references some revered mod-
els in Lamborghini’s history.

Every exterior surface of the
Urban Urus SE Widetrack has been
considered, refined and, where pos-
sible, enhanced with bespoke carbon

fibre components

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately

Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313

designed  and
produced exclu-
sively by Urban
Automotive. The
result is a vehicle
that is more pur-
poseful and visu-
ally  attractive
than the stand-
ard model.

At the front, a
three-piece car-
bon fibre splitter
with canard end
planes creates an

immediate impression.

Above it, a dramatic carbon fibre
replacement bonnet features an
exposed, functional ‘bull nose’ vent
design directly inspired by the leg-
endary Lamborghini Aventador SVJ,
with 3D printed vent inlets and out-
lets finished in Lamborghini’s iconic
Hex pattern.

Urban’s six-piece carbon fibre
Widetrack wheelarch extensions
have exposed carbon accents and
broaden the Urus by 40mm to give
it a more purposeful and unmistake-
able presence on the road.

Replacement carbon fibre side
panels feature 3D printed inlays inte-
grating Urban Automotive’s iconic
UA logo within the Lamborghini Hex
pattern, while exposed carbon fibre
sill extensions incorporate an aero
feature that pays homage to the leg-
endary Miura’s iconic sill air intake
as a subtle nod to Lamborghini's
heritage.

At the rear, the replacement
carbon fibre rear bumper really
makes a statement by enhancing
the standard Urus SE’s design with
an exposed carbon, double-vented
diffuser and separated canard end
planes.

To complete the aerodynamic styl-
ing package a visual carbon fibre
spoiler adds to the original version
fitted to the car to create a dramatic

‘double stacked’ aero feature, com-
plete with endplates bearing the UA
logo.

Urban’s enhancements to the
Lamborghini Urus SE are completed
with quad billet exhausts featuring
outer accent details, making state-
ment to add to the visual impact
to the rear of the car. At launch,
the vehicle rides on Urban-Vossen
UV-1R wheels - perfectly propor-
tioned to fill the space created by
the Urus’ widened arches.

Matthew Welch, managing direc-
tor of Urban Automotive, said: “Our
Urus SE Widetrack styling pro-
gramme is by far the most techni-
cally sophisticated and visually dra-
matic Lamborghini build we have
ever produced.

“Every detail, from the Aventador
SVJ-inspired bonnet vents to the
Miura sill reference, has been
designed and produced by our
expert in-house team with real
intention and passion.

“We wanted to create something
that feels authentically Lamborghini
in its spirit, while being unmistak-
ably Urban in its OEM+ design exe-
cution. Launching simultaneously in
the UK and USA feels exactly right
for a car like this. It will attract
customers from around the world
to Urban.”

The full Urban Widetrack conver-

Lambo set to be launched

sion for the Lamborghini Urus SE
is available from £51,800 (fitted).
Customers also have the option to
create a bespoke interior with a
choice of colours and materials to
their own requirements.

JAPANESE
CARS
WANTED

* HONDA - TOYOTA - SUZUKI

+ SUBARU - MAZDA
1999 - 2014 MODELS

PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07581366064
HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS
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Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

* Block Paving * Patms * Slabbing * Driveways
. « Turfing * Gravelli

* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing
All Work €

5 Years - No Deposit Required

Chediatradec: Google (&)
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Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning

33 Years Experience in Homculture wuh a
local major Garden Centre

CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Spa beaten by leaders after
Challenge Cup fmal defeat

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH
Spa’s title hopes appear
all but over following a 3-0
defeat away at top-of-the-ta-
ble Slimbridge in midweek.

Goals from Olly Sully, Shiyak
Sutherland and Jack W Smith at
Thornhill Park condemned Spa
to a third consecutive defeat on
the road in all competitions.

The result means Droitwich
sit fourth in the Hellenic League
Premier Division table with a
game in hand on the three teams
above them.

However, the Saltmen now
trail leaders Slimbridge by 11
points with just five matches left
to play.

The game’s first chance fell to
Slimbridge as Jack Smith broke
down the left and drilled an
effort inches past the post.

Spa created a chance of their
own at the other end when
Nathan Binner fired off target
while Perry Moss directed an
overhead kick onto the roof of
the net.

However, the home side even-
tually broke the deadlock in first-
half injury time as Sully beat
several defenders and smashed
a shot past Joe Stockton in the
Spa net.

Droitwich went close after the
break as Binner saw his effort
saved by Slimbridge goalkeeper

Steve Sarkodie.

However, Slimbridge doubled
their lead three minutes from
time when Sutherland blasted an
effort into the net to all but end
the game as a contest.

And the home side added a
third goal less than a minute
later as Jack W Smith rounded
Stockton and found the net to
dent Spa’s title hopes.

That came after Droitwich
missed out on the Challenge
Cup trophy last weekend after
letting a half-time lead slip in
a 3-2 defeat against Hereford
Pegasus.

Spa fell behind to Jordan
Williamson’s early goal only for

Reiss Taylor-Randle and Moss
to turn the game in Droitwich’s
favour at the break at Old School
Lane.

However, Mike Burgess equal-
ised for Hereford just past the
hour mark before Morgan Ewing
scored a late winner for Pegasus
who had home advantage in the
final.

More than 400 Droitwich sup-
porters made the trip to Hereford
only for a goal eight minutes
from time to deny Spa some sil-
verware.

Hereford had the ball in the
net after just five minutes only
for the assistant referee to raise
his flag for offside and hand Spa

a reprieve.

However, Pegasus broke the
deadlock just a minute later
when Williamson sent a stunning
volley into the top-left corner
from 20-yards out following a
free-kick into the Spa box.

The Saltmen almost drew level
later in the half as Hereford goal-
keeper Matthew Gwynne kept
out James Lemon’s free-kick and
two follow-up efforts from James
Baldwin and Cory Rudd.

However, Droitwich drew level
on 22 minutes when Taylor-
Randle scored directly from a
corner as the set-piece sailed
over everyone in the box and
into the net.

And Spa stunned the home side
two minutes later after Gwynne
brought down Lemon in the box
and Moss converted the resulting
spot kick.

Droitwich looked to extend
their lead before the break with
Charlie Tilley just unable to con-
nect with Jack Brighton’s cross
on his 200th appearance for the
Saltmen.

And Moss lifted a chip narrow-
ly over the crossbar moments
before the interval as Spa took
a narrow one-goal lead into the
break.

Andy Crowther’s side remained
on top early in the second half
as Gwynne scrambled back to
his line to deny Lemon after
the striker tried his luck from
range.

However, Hereford equalised
against the run of play on 68
minutes when Spa goalkeeper
Stockton could only parry a free-
kick and Burgess pounced to
draw Pegasus level.

And Hereford completed the
turnaround on 82 minutes as
Ewing’s low shot from outside
the penalty area went beyond
the outstretched arm of Stockton
and into the net.

Droitwich are next in action
against Longlevens AFC on
Saturday, April 4 with kick-off at
3pm at Saw Mills End.

Perry Moss scored from the
penalty spot for Spa in the
Challenge Cup final. Picture
by Mathew Mason.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

TRADE

Est 1988

\J

TYRE PRICESTO

THE PUBLIC

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

LANDMARK

LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS

1

* DRIVEWAYS @&

~ » TARMACADAM
* FENCING ¢

All Work Guaranteed

wwwlandmarkdrlveways Co. uk
Call Free 0800 191 0282 for a

free no obligation quotation. Alternatively,

call us on Tel: 01527 439550

ERtacein




