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Is it
the

by Ryan Smith & Tristan Harris
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE OWNER of the Gard-
eners Arms pub, in Droitwich,
has moved to clarify the situ-
ation surrounding a planning
application for the site.

Proposals have been submitted to
‘Wychavon District Council to con-
vert the building into two homes.

Speaking to The Standard, land-
lord and owner Simon Berry said:
“Everyone knows pubs are strug-
gling and many are closing.

“Licensees have to think about
their futures.”

The pub trade has been struggling
in recent years due to increased
taxation on alcohol, considerable
energy cost increases and cash-
strapped customers having reduced
disposable income.

A report in the planning appli-
cation also highlighted several
unique challenges the Gardeners
Arms faced, in addition to the gen-
eral issues all pubs encounter. They
include the pub’s cul-de-sac loca-
tion, with no passing trade, and
more centralised competition from
other pubs in the town centre.

Mr Berry said he and his wife
Edith, who runs the business with

last orders for
ardeners Arms?

Another break-in at shop

B

upset by break-ins at the shop.

Lisa Evans-Lochlin 'a'nd corps officer Mjr Sandra Collins have been

Picture by Marcus Mingins 0426008MMR

The Gardeners Arms pub, as
was. s

him, have no intention of leaving
Droitwich.

“We are focusing on putting on
more festivals and events in the
town,” he said, “they always go
down really well and are helping
put Droitwich on the map.

“We have also got to face facts
— because of its the size and loca-
tion — the Gardeners Arms is not
commercially viable.

“As well as the festivals, we are

THE SALVATION Army Charity
Shop in Droitwich has reopened
following an attempted burglary
less than three months after more
than £500 was stolen from the
store.

The shop, on St Andrews Street,
had the back door smashed and a
small window broken at around
4am in the latest incident.

Shocked staff discovered the
break-in when they opened up.

Workers initially told customers
the shop was unable to open until
further notice but, after cleaning
up, they were able to open that
afternoon. The need to replace
the affected windows caused
some disruption, however.

currently in discussions regard-
ing relocating to another central
Droitwich location that would not
have the issues the Gardeners faces
and would be more commercially
viable.”

The planning application states
the SaltFest event threw the strug-
gling pub business a lifeline.

That boost to trade did not
come from the pub but from mar-
quees selling food and drink dur-

The till was tampered with but
there was no cash in the building
— after the previous burglary — so
nothing was taken.

More than £500 was lost in the
January break-in, when a large
window was smashed and the
safe forced open.

Mjr Sandra Collins, corps offi-
cer for The Salvation Army in
Droitwich, said the staff were
upset about the latest incident
and added: “We would like to
thank everyone for their under-
standing and continued support
— it really means a lot.”

Visit  salvationarmy.org.uk/
droitwich for more on Droitwich
Salvation Army and to donate.

ing SaltFest and other events, the
report stated.

Mr Berry bought the pub in 2016
and it has recently been used as a
base for outdoor events rather than
as a drinking establishment.

The couple said they are also
working with Visit Worcestershire
on a major tourism project.

Visit the wychavon.gov.uk plan-
ning portal and search “W/26/00046/
FUL to see the application.
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Tory politicians
join opponents
of new housing

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

RESIDENTS of Wythall came
together to say ‘no’ to the prospec-
tive housing developments set to
go before the planning board.

Around 50 residents turned up to the
meeting, held by Worcestershire County
Councillor Adam Kent and Bromsgrove MP
Bradley Thomas.

They were joined by shadow housing
minister Sir James Cleverly, who, before
the meeting, visited two of the sites ear-
marked for housing.

Mr Thomas and Coun Kent have been
fighting against increased development in
the village since the central government
raised its national housing target.

Bromsgrove District Council put a draft
development strategy — meant to control
lon-term housing expansion — out for feed-
back from June to October. Wythall was
earmarked for 1,295 houses across three
sites: land south of Houndsfield Lane, a
parcel east of Lea Green Lane and land
south of Station Road.

The proposed influx of housing caused
outrage among villagers, with many claim-
ing local infrastructure cannot cope.

During the residents’ meeting, at
Hollywood Golf Club, attendees raised
their concerns with Coun Kent, Mr Thomas
and Mr Cleverly, who encouraged them to
make their opposition known by comment-
ing on the planning applications submitted
to Bromsgrove District Council.

Mr Cleverly said it was clear the site on
Houndsfield Lane is in the green belt and
that reclassification of under-used, low-
quality or previously-developed green belt
sites into ‘grey belt’ land is causing the
increased development.

He also said there was a flood risk to the
site, with a brook running through it.

“The proposed development is perverse,
it is directly contradictory to the govern-
ment’s plans,” said the shadow minister.
“They say they want less people driving,
well this puts more cars on the road. [The
government] says it wants to protect the
environment, but it is going to be bulldoz-
ing over it. The housing targets are com-
pletely counter-productive and it does feel
spiteful.”

PN R

Worcestershire County Councillor
Adam Kent, shadow housing
minister Sir James Cleverly and
Bromsgrove MP Bradley Thomas.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
1526001MMR1

Residents said Wythall was also being
affected by cross-border development,
with more houses to be built in Solihull.

After the meeting, Mr Thomas said: “The
message from the public meeting was loud
and clear: Wythall says no to overdevelop-
ment. The village is facing a barrage of
speculative housing applications because
developers have been emboldened by the
government’s housing policy.

“My constituents and I aren’t NIMBYs
[‘not-in-my-back-yard’ opponents]. We all
accept the need for new houses but not on
the scale the government is imposing.

“The government should build on brown-
field land first and provide communities
with the infrastructure that will be needed
before any houses are built.”

The Standard, Friday April 10, 2026

Coun Kent said: “It’s quite clear from
the meeting, the residents of Wythall see
the current avalanche of planning applica-
tions as deeply concerning, both in terms
of scale and inappropriate locations with a
distinct lack of infrastructure.

“With over a dozen potential sites already
in play, we could see planning applications
increasing the size of Wythall by over 60
per cent.”

He added, coupled with large scale
Solihull development, there was ‘a major
problem looming’.

He called on the district council to open
immediate discussions with neighbour-
ing South Warwickshire to find a ‘more
sustainable’ solution to the area’s housing
needs, and at a more appropriate scale.
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Bradley Thomas MP with local residents
concerned about the Groveley Garden
Village plans. s
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Local opposition kills off garden village plan

CONTROVERSIAL PLANS for a
1,450-home Groveley Garden
Village will not go ahead.

After pressure from residents
and Bromsgrove MP Bradley
Thomas, Bournville Village Trust
has confirmed ‘no proposals
remained under consideration’
with the scheme ‘no longer pro-
ceeding.’

The plan, from St Modwen
Homes, would have seen homes
built on land stretching south
from Groveley Lane to Bittell
Reservoir across 404 acres of
green belt land — approximately

twice the size of Alvechurch vil-
lage.

MP Mr Thomas met concerned
residents and survey local views
about the plans. Some 92 per
cent of respondents opposed
the garden village.

A statement from Bournville
Village Trust to Mr Thomas, seen
by The Standard, said: “We can
confirm no proposals remain
under consideration and the
scheme s, in effect, no longer
proceeding.

“While we cannot speculate
on any potential developments

in the longer term, we can state
clearly that none of the propos-
als that were the subject of the
enquiry to Bromsgrove District
Council will be taken forward.”

Mr Thomas said: “Groveley
Garden Village would have deci-
mated our precious green belt
and expanded urban sprawl into
the Worcestershire countryside.

“Working with residents, we
have stopped the destruction
of our green belt in this part of
our community. Thank you to
everyone who made their voices
heard.

“However, although this battle
has been won, the fight contin-
ues to protect our precious green
belt across Bromsgrove and the
villages, following the govern-
ment’s 85 per cent increase in
our housebuilding target.

“I will continue to challenge the
government’s flawed housing
formula - used to calculate our
house-building target; encour-
age development on brownfield
sites; and urge the government
to build in our cities, where the
need is greatest.”

Application to
extend divisive
solar project

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A PROPOSAL has been brought for-
ward to extend a controversial solar
farm in Upton Warren.

Spring Dev 10 Limited has applied to
Bromsgrove District Council for an exten-
sion to Foxwalks Solar Farm, on land at
Timberhonger Lane.

The proposed extension is would be imme-
diately north of the original Foxwalks site, on
Grafton Lane.

The application includes equipment hous-
ing, fencing, CCTV, ancillary equipment,
landscape and biodiversity enhancements.

Application documents claim the extension
would use already approved infrastructure
yet to be installed at Foxwalks, including
access, a substation and connection to the
national grid.

The 15.7ha application site is a rectangu-
lar field of which 9.57ha would host the pro-
posed solar panels and equipment associated
with the solar farm extension.

The applicant says the extension would
be able to generate around 13 megawatts
— enough electricity for around 4,400 house-
holds. Spring Dev says the extension would
save an anticipated 2,300 tonnes of CO9 per
year.

A planning statement by the developer said
the proposed extension to Foxwalks Solar
Farm is an ecosystem services solution to

the climate change challenge and seeks to
integrate biodiversity features into the design
whilst making an important contribution
towards carbon reduction targets.

“It has been carefully considered to avoid
significant harm to visual amenity, protected
habitats or the setting of heritage assets,
whilst maintaining agricultural use of the
farm,” the developer says of the extension.

The site lies outside the defined settlement
boundary for Bromsgrove so it is classified
as being within the open countryside. It is
also not allocated for development within the
adopted local plan.

It is claimed the original, 100-acre solar
farm, approved in April 2024, can supply
more than 13,000 homes with electricity dur-
ing peak operation and will be operational
for 40 years.

The Foxwalks Solar Farm Opposition
Group has expressed major reservations
about the original project.

Group chairman and Grafton Lane resi-
dent Carl Bishop claimed, at the time of the
original application, residents were being
‘deceptively convinced it was something
more environmentally friendly than it actu-
ally was’.

The opposition group fears the proposed
extension will set a precedent for future
development, with ‘significant implications’
for rural areas.

Visit the planning portal at bromsgrove.
gov.uk and search for application reference
‘26/00187/FUL’ to see the application.

JC
- GLAZING

TD

A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
I & REPAIRS  RELIABLE SERVICE...

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

Locks
Hinges

Don’t despair
elp is here!

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Mirrors
Misted Glass
Safety Glass
Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories

Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
Uu.p.v.cC.

WINDOWS

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

SUPPLIED
& FITTED
‘T‘*‘,

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors

Card payments accepted RY/AY: w

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

Back Doors
Composite Doors

Longbridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Ciadding 5 Roollng Ld
Alosn s yws 19 ULl

!

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations
For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust
Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH

www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk




PAGE 4

We

still need

Bernard Sugden will take on his first marathon, at the age of 63, for three charities, includ-

ing Bromsgrove and Redditch Welcomes Refugees. s

A RUNNER will take on his first marathon at the
age of 63 to raise funds for three of his favourite
charities, including Bromsgrove and Redditch
Welcomes Refugees (BRWR).

Bernard Sugden, from Redditch, only took up
distance running seven years ago and is putting

in the miles

Manchester Marathon on Sunday, April 19.

Referring to pop classic When I’'m 64, Bernard
said: “I wanted to run a marathon before | was
64 — it's a bit of a Beatles thing.”

before his ultimate challenge: the

Y

NEW

Having a change
round? Then give
us a ring before you fling

We collect re-usable good quality furniture to
either be given FREE to households who are in
need or to be sold at our showrooms at
1 Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR

01527 882410
www.newstarts.org.uk

Bernard, who volunteers for BRWR, added:
“The charity does really good work — | love the
fact that they help refugees set up their new
lives in the area.

“The whole idea is to support people getting
on their feet and to help them throughout the
process.”

He also highlighted English lessons, social
events and signposting provided by the char-

ty.
The cash Bernard raises will also benefit the

British Heart Foundation and Prostate
Cancer UK

Bernard, a retired Nokia sales direc-
tor, chose the Manchester Marathon
after a close friend died during a heart
operation in 2021.

At the wake, the man’s daughter and
her friend said they would tackle the
marathon in his honour.

Bernard said: “lI wasn’t ready back
then but now that | am, it had to be
Manchester.”

Bernard has Just Giving pages for all
three charities.

Visit:  justgiving.com/page/bernard-
sugden-10 for his BRWR page.

‘Couch-
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to-5k’

running groups
are on offer

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

PEOPLE who want to take up
running and get fit can take
part in ‘couch-to-5K’ courses in
Bromsgrove and Redditch.

The nine-week courses are designed
to take people from doing no running
to being able to jog or run for 5km — or
around half an hour

They aresuitable for absolute beginners
or people wanting to get back into being
more active.

Participants can embark on the free
sessions — run by Bromsgrove District
and Redditch Borough councils — with
like-minded people

Run leaders hold official qualifications
from England Athletics and the courses
are fully endorsed by the NHS.

The sessions in Bromsgrove take
place at 6pm on Mondays at The Ryland
Centre running track; at 9.30am on
Thursdays at Catshill Meadow; and at
6.30pm on Thursdays, at the Sanders
Park Bandstand.

Redditch sessions are held at The
Abbey Stadium running track at 9.30am
on Sundays and 7.30pm on Mondays
and Wednesdays; courses also take place
at 7pm on Mondays at Arrow Valley
Lake; at 6.30pm on Thursdays in the
Matchborough car park; at 9.30am on

Fridays at the Woodrow Centre car park;
and at 9.30am on Saturdays at Redditch
Cricket, Hockey, Rugby and Squash
Club.

Bromsgrove District Council portfo-
lio holder for leisure, councillor Shirley
Webb, said: “The couch-to-5K pro-
gramme is always incredibly popular and
it’s inspiring to see so many local people
begin their wellbeing journey with us.

“Offering the sessions at no cost is
something we're truly proud to continue
for our community.”

Redditch assistant director for leisure
Ruth Bamford said: “To be able to con-
tinue to host these sessions for free is a
major asset for the people of our town.”

People can mix and match sessions or
attend the same one regularly.

Participants are advised to join at least
three sessions per week to build sufficient
fitness to achieve the goal of running
5K.

Many couch-to-5K graduates go on
to join local running groups, including
Parkrun organisations.

Over the last few years, the two coun-
cils have also helped to develop many run
leaders who are now part of the scheme.

The programme is suitable for runners
aged 12 upwards but children will need
an adult running with them.

Email the sports development team at
sd@bromsroveandredditch.gov.uk or call
01527 881404 for more details.

I% Lunchtime Specials and

" Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a‘Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Celebrate the completion of
the spire project at St John
the Baptist. s
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Invites issued for an in-spire-ing night

A BROMSGROVE church is asking the
town to join it in celebrating the com-
pletion of a restoration of its spire.

At 7pm on Tuesday, there will be
a special service of thanksgiving
— including a guest sermon by the
Bishop of Worcester — to mark the
Spire Project milestone at St John the
Baptist Church.

Attendees can see the craftsman-
ship of the restoration, which included
replacement of the spire’s summit,
intricate stonework repairs to the
tower and the restoration of an historic
weather vane.

The project was backed by a big

fundraising drive led by The Friends
of St John's, fuelled by the National
Lottery Heritage Fund and the gener-
osity of Bromsgrove residents.

Rev. Ray Khan, vicar of St John's,
said: “The spire is more than just
stone — it is a landmark for our town
and a reminder of God'’s presence and
the goodwill of this community.

“For centuries, the spire of St John
the Baptist has acted as the ‘north
star’ for Bromsgrove.

“After a period of intensive resto-
ration, the scaffolding is down, the
weather vane is gleaming and the
church is throwing open its doors to

say thank you to the town, funders
and contractors that saved it.

“This is a remarkable achievement
and a testimony to the skills of our
craftsmen and the heart of our peo-
ple.

“We want everyone — whether you
are a regular visitor or have sim-
ply admired the spire from afar - to
join us for this wonderful moment in
Bromsgrove’s history.”

The Friends of St John’s team raised
£386,000 in pledged grants and there
were donations from local and nation-
al sources, including £249,975 from
the National Lottery Heritage Fund.

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A RACING simulator company led
by a teen who is part of McLaren
Formula 1, and his family, wants
to bring cutting-edge technology to
Droitwich.

Edge Racing Simulators opened on North
Bank Berry Hill Industrial Estate in December
and offers petrol-heads the chance to ‘race’
on some of the biggest circuits in the world.

Edge Racing is the brainchild of Charlie
Edge, a 2025/2026 FIA British Formula 4
driver with CDR, and his brother Jordan, a
keen simulator racer. They run the business
with their father Steve.

Charlie, now with the McLaren Formula 1
development programme, has used simula-
tors for his racing career and thinks motor-
sport fans would like to use them.

Edge offers simulators for people to race
in competitions ranging from Formula 4 to
Formula 1, as well as rallies.

The business is offering people the chance
to experience the raw power, precision and
pressure of real motorsport.

Steve told The Standard: “Our simulators

Get behind the wheel
at Edge Racing. s

are really state-of-the-art and we have simula-
tors that can accommodate everyone. It will
give people a real racing experience.

“I'm really proud of my sons for setting this
up, and also Charlie for being in the McLaren
Formula 1 development programme.

“It’s really exciting and a lot of hard work.

“The business is going okay so far — week-
ends are always the busiest times for us but
of course we could always do with more
people coming.

“We would like to get our name out to
other people from other areas, as well as
those in Droitwich.”

Edge’s ‘maximum-height’ simulators are
for people over 5ft tall and the smaller
machines have a 4ft minimum height require-
ment.

Special offers include a 10 per cent dis-
count on Wednesdays and Formula 1 week-
ends, when the Grand Prix will be shown on
the on-site TV.

There is also a race circuit leaderboard and
the fastest simulator time on each circuit at
the end of the year will get to visit the real
thing in 2027.

Visit erm.myclubhouse.co.uk/Cms/Spaces/
DEFAULT/About+Us for more information
and to book places on the simulators.

Are you the
retiring

FIRST THREE CLASSES FREE!

THE PARISH CENTRE

(ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH)
SANDHILLS ROAD

BARNT GREEN

B45 8NR

WEDNESDAY 5 - 5:55PM
FRIDAY 5 - 5:55PM

ST.PETER’S CATHOLIC
FIRST SCHOOL

ROCK HILL
BROMSGROVE
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SATURDAY 8:55 - 9:55AM

TO REGISTER:
TEXT: 07730 899722 (Child’s first & last name + venue )
EMAIL: info@kombatkids.com
www.kombatkids.com / www.facebook.com/kombatkids

Solihull
Whether you're Vlllqge
after an action packed
later life or looking to

wind down and relax,
Solihull Village
could be the
place for you

To discover more about village life and our beautiful retirement apartments, call 0121 227 3670



The LK Hair team - Lily Saville, co-owner Karen Groves and Cherie
Field - with Coun Jane Elledge who organised the first ever Aston
Fields best-dressed Easter window competition. s

Transparent winners

THE WINNER of the first ever
best-dressed Easter window in
Aston Fields was revealed last
Thursday.

Bromsgrove Standard editor
Tristan Harris judged this year’s
entries, which included Fuso,
Bremis and LK Hair.

And, LK Hair was judged to be
the most vibrant and the shop took
the title. The display was created
by Sarah at Butterfly Delights.

The contest was organised by
Bromsgrove District Councillor
Jane Elledge.

She said: “There has always been

a really good community spirit
here in Aston Fields and I wanted
to foster that.

“I saw Rubery had held a best-
dressed Easter window competi-
tion for years so thought we’d try
it here.

“I'm hoping to plan many events
like this in the future.”

Louise Hutchins, who co-owns
the shop with Karen Groves,
said: “It’s great that we have won
the first ever Easter Window
Competition.

“Karen - our co-owner - did a
marvellous job.”

The Standard, Friday April 10, 2026

Large turnout for
Walk of Witness

MORE THAN 100 people from
churches across Redditch jour-
neyed through the town on Good
Friday alongside a cross.

The annual Walk of Witness began
at the bandstand and travelled to
HOW college, the Town Hall and
through the Kingfisher Centre. On
its journey, the group prayed for the
town, its people and the challenges
they faced.

Rev Canon Paul Lawlor, Redditch
Mission Area Leader and Area Dean
for Redditch and Bromsgrove, said,
as they undertook the annual event,
some knew exactly why they were
doing this, others more bemused.

“One fascinating moment was,
having sung a song of worship in
Milward Square - those following
the cross continued to sing the cho-
rus as they travelled. The words
included: ‘O praise the name of the
Lord our God’.

“The events of that first Good
Friday are tough to engage with.

“The Christmas narrative is some-
how easier for us. It is Good News
but Good Friday?

“On Good Friday we pause at the
point of Jesus’ execution, His own
people having turned against Him.
We need to look to the events of
Easter Day and beyond to see that
this was not a defeat but a victory. A
victory not over Roman oppressors
but over death.

“I suspect that for many the ques-
tion remains, what has any of this
got to do with the challenges we

L

The Good Friday Walk of Witness was held in Redditch and jour-
neyed through the Kingfisher Centre. s

face in our lives today? Is there any
point in Christians walking through
the town with a cross?

“I would suggest there is more
point today than ever. I believe
Jesus died for us all. He died that
we might all have access to an eter-
nal future.

“I also, believe this is not just
a thing for tomorrow, it not just
a comfort blanket for when we
approach death. The Jesus event
shows us that God in willing to be
with us in the turmoil of our lives as
well as in our eternal future.

“If we can focus on God'’s justice,
God’s love, compassion and mercy
we will not simply stand by as bad
things happen in our world.

“We will have the strength to
stand up to oppression, injustice
and pain. These things may not go
away but together we can stand
against them and work and pray for
change.

“As I say the Easter story, the
Jesus event is not all soft and fluffy,
it is not all about the Easter Bunny
but it is all about new life.

“New Life is Jesus.”
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winning window. s

Councillor Esther Gray with Jo White, who runs the Farm Ani

g
mal and Bird Sanctuary, and the

Easter displays give Rubery shops a lift

THIS YEAR'S best-dressed
Easter window in Rubery com-
petition was judged by The
Standard on Good Friday and
15 traders took part.
Businesses came up with
creative and elaborate designs
which included eggs, chicks,
rabbits and even spring lambs.
The winner, for the second
year running, was the Farm
Animal and Bird Sanctuary. The
shop window had an extensive
display which included toilet
rolls transformed into sheep.

Mica Hardware finished run-
ner-up.

Jo White, who runs the Farm
Animal and Bird Sanctuary,
said: “We are delighted to have
won the competition again.

“It was all down to Margaret
Brown our shop manager —
she has a flash of inspiration
and then gets to work. Her son
made the sheep out of the toilet
rolls and we’ve had lots of nice
comments about them.”

The sanctuary rescues
unwanted farm animals and

provides them with a home for
the rest of their lives.

Bromsgrove district councillor
Esther Gray, who organised the
competition, said: “Everyone
really pulled out all the stops
this year. There was a lot more
detail than we have seen in pre-
vious years.

“You can see a lot of effort
has been put in and it has cer-
tainly brightened up the village
for Easter.

“Well done to everyone who
got creative and took part.”
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The government is doing
nothing to stop rising bills

IT FEELS like you can-
not catch a break right
now.

Bills keep going up, eating
away more at the money in
your pocket, leaving you with
less to treat you and your fam-
ily and less to save for a rainy day.

The cost of living remains too
high, despite the many promises the
current government made before the
election to make life more afford-
able.

Keir Starmer and Rachel Reeves
claim they care about the cost of liv-
ing but they are hammering families
with new taxes and rising charges
and businesses with new regulations
and red tape.

This government has done noth-
ing but make life harder for work-
ing families in Bromsgrove and the
small businesses that power our
local economy and our country.
Instead, this government has chosen
to hand out more and more to those
on benefits.

Figures show, under this govern-
ment, families will be £§913 worse
off this year.

Council tax is up, water bills are
up, vehicle excise duty is up, the TV
licence is up, rent is up, broadband
bills are up, mobile contracts are up
and the cost of groceries, recreation
and culture, clothing and household
goods and services are all up too.

And because of this government’s
choices, the cost of energy is rising
too.

Cornwall Insight has forecast the
default [energy] tariff cap will be
£1,929 for July-to-September, a

Westminster Diary

Bradley Thomas MP
writes for The Standard

£288 increase from the price cap of
April-to-June of £1,641.

For the average car, the cost of
fuelling it will rise from £1,285 to
£1,365.

That’s why, in parliament, I've
voted time and time again to support
working people in Bromsgrove.

I've voted for the following: to
cut energy bills by £200 per year
with the cheap power plan; against
the government’s planned fuel duty
increase; to stop the government
from working with the new admin-
istration on Worcestershire County
Council to put your council tax up by
nine per cent; to abolish real inter-
est rates on ‘plan 2’ student loans;
to abolish stamp duty on the family
home; to allow for maximum extrac-
tion of oil and gas from the North
Sea to use the extra tax revenue to
cut taxes and to ease the cost of liv-
ing; and to reverse the ‘family farm
tax’ which will make British food
more expensive.

The government voted all this
down, which is why your bills and
taxes continue to rise.

I will continue to work hard to sup-
port working people and to ensure
life is more affordable.

Bradley Thomas
Bromsgrove MP

Come cee

a home designed with you in mind

Join us for coffee and cake at Bilberry Place.
It's a great opportunity to visit this stunning
Retirement Living PLUS development, view
our high quality apartments available to
buy, meet our vibrant community of

Bilberry Place
Recreation Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire, B61 8DT

Here's some of what the

it homeowners and see what the benefits of 70 .
h toPee retirement living could mean for you. Visits over /s can enjoy:
it e are by appointment only and we look » One & two bedroom
I S t forward to welcoming you. apartments available
! i P Local amenities nearby
ST - ) Properties available from £200,000* » Dedicated Estate Manager
SRl AR T » On-site chef-run restuarant
s flisige Join us for coffee & cake » Beautiful communal lounge %
E » Stunning landscaped gardens &
Date: Thursday 23rd April 2026 » Staff on-site 24/7
y Time: 10am - 4pm P Guest suite*
’ ' Come along P Flexible care packages
‘ ; ‘ available*
oo Call 0345 556 4105
en Da
PERBAYT  to book your place McCarthy Stone

mccarthystoneresales.co.uk Resales

*Ts&Cs apply. Additional charges apply. Subject to availability, while stocks last. Visit must be booked in advance. Visit
meccarthyandstoneresales.co.uk/events/coffee-cake-at-bilberry-place-bromsgrove/ for full details. Imagery is representative and facilities vary by location
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Local history
group AGM

THE ANNUAL General Meeting
of Redditch History Society will
take place on Monday, as the
group continues its programme
for 2026.

The get-together will be at 2pm
at the usual venue: the Oasis
Christian Centre on the corner
of Plymouth Road, near Redditch
bus and railway stations.

After the short business meet-
ing, there will be a screening of
some films about historic events
or places in the local area. These
films, which provide an oppor-
tunity for nostalgia, have been
sourced and introduced by the
society’s secretary, Tony Green.

After the film show, there will
be the chance for those who go
along to take up or renew annual
membership of the society.

Any visitor joining that day will
not pay the entrance fee and will
thenceforth pay a reduced mem-
ber’s price.

The Redditch History Society
meets from 2pm to 4pm on the
second Monday afternoon of
each month.

Non-members are always wel-
come, for a §£4 entrance fee, and
refreshments are available after
the talk for just 50p per person.

Future talks and presentations
include Art goes to War, 1939
to 1945, local archaeology on
The Body on the Bromyard Line,
Local Law and Order before
1850 and many other fascinating
topics.

Visit redditchhistorysociety.
org.uk for further details of the
programme or pick up a leaflet
from Redditch Library and The
Palace Theatre.

Gaynor marks j

25 years of

helping others ' i

stay healthy

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A SLIMMING World consultant
based in Bromsgrove is celebrat-
ing a quarter of a century of
helping people shed the pounds.

Gaynor Hale has been in the role for
25 years, running sessions at 9,30am,
3.30pm, 5pm and 6.30pm every Tuesday
at Bromsgrove Rugby Club.

Her district manager, Maxine Jackson,
popped in to see Gaynor in her group, to
present her with a gift from the direc-
tors at Slimming World and to mark the
milestone she had achieved.

Maxine said it was a pleasure to visit
Gaynor in her group.

“Over that time, she has shown unwa-
vering dedication, compassion and com-
mitment to helping others transform
their lives,” said Maxine.

“Her role has always been about far
more than weight loss.

“She has created a warm, supportive
community where members feel safe,
encouraged and truly understood.

“Week after week, she has helped
people build confidence, overcome chal-

lenges and celebrate every success, no
matter how small.

“Throughout the years, she has sup-
ported countless individuals, each with
their own story.

“From those taking their very first
steps on their journey to those reach-
ing their dream targets, she has been
there every step of the way — offering
guidance, kindness, and belief when it’s
needed most.”

One of Gaynor’s Slimming World
members said: “The friendships she
has built and the lives she has touched
speak volumes about the impact she has
made.

“Even through challenges and chang-
ing times, her passion has never wavered
and her commitment to her members
has remained constant.”

Gaynor said: “Reaching 25 years as a
consultant is such an achievement for
me and I'm so proud of the difference I
make to people’s lives.

“My journey will continue to inspire
everyone around me to help them
achieve a healthy lifestyle for many
more years to come.”

Formore on Gaynor’s groups in Broms-
grove, call her on 07876 700072.
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Gaynor Hale, left, has celebrated 25 years running
Slimming World sessions in Bromsgrove with a visit

ARTRIX UPDATE

At the end of April, we will begin a refurbishment of our auditorium seating, an important step in
improving the comfort and experience for everyone who visits the theatre. Alongside this, we will

soon launch our new membership programme - Friends of Artrix giving supporters the opportunity to
play adirectrole in securing the theatre’s future.

Membership will offer benefits for audiences while helping sustain the venue for generations to

come. For those who want to be even more closely involved, volunteering remains one of the most
powerful ways to contribute. Whether welcoming audiences, supporting events or helping shape the
future of the theatre, our volunteers truly make Artrix possible.

For more info, we’d love to welcome you to our membership launch event at Artrix on the 31 May
2026, Its free, nibbles and a free drink on entry.
A night of live music in the foyer, tours of the venue and meet the team.
Signup at: artrixbromsgrove.co.uk/membershiplaunch

SPONSI];&%%

E YOUR NAM
l  Here

from Maxine Jackson. s
AEAT NEWS! ‘ ARTRIX IS

_RUN BY
AT THE END OF | ¢
APRIL, ARTRIX VOF[éIN‘EEERs
futons | rEGHERs
S orT BROMSGROVE

ARTRIX

LAUNCH

MEMBERSHIP

EVENT

31°T MAY 2026

S5SPM-7PM
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A TRANSFORM YOUR EXISTING
E N S | G N CONSERVATORY INTO A LIVING SPACE

conservatory roor sorutions YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

=

S e

: ' Every Ensign conservatory roof is
bespoke. Accurately surveyed &
~ precision built in our own factory.

Large range of lightweight tile colours
U-value up to 0.12, this is better than
current building regulations

Keylite roof windows

Electrics & plaster finish

Cost effective extensions
Large range of designs
LABC approval undertaken
Average build time 4 weeks

Aluminium bi-fold doors

Composite doors CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOURFREE
Liniar window and door systems NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

meximmertcencs. ] 01527 69296

High security PAS 24 locking systems WWW enSig n POOf CcOo.U k

Scan to read our reviews

Trade enquiries welcome P
Supply only options
Installers always required
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE, CALL STORE TO ARRANGE
Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching sofas.
* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
EVETELIEY

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

» Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
* Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

¢¢rabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!*®

(CB August 2025)

CHOICE OF
BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF
SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

I_"_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

facebook

. 01905 796 507

¥eX Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

LA

™ i

MODELS IN STORE NEW OAK LIVING & DINING ROOM RANGE IN STO!

| DEALS
 FROM £399
N7}

‘ -

— LUXURIOUS
4 ; HANDCRAFTED
i BESPOKE BEDS
& MATTRESSES

LARGE RANGE OF
59 SUITES, SOFAS AND ‘s
2 a 1= 1%t 8B CHAIRS IN STORE ON 2
: A" SESSS1]  CLEARANCE FOR = -
NEW GPLAN MOIDEEVINFSTORE IMMEDIATE DEI-“’E RY LARGE RANGE OF MODELS Iﬁ STORE

% B ife] O — — P
‘ Sleepeezee Buoyanp‘ Sﬁg‘ﬁ%ﬁ B\e/i\rl%nshlre ~__— W lg H G ROVE
[from here Z Yy . e
the Yome of R B 2 Harris;)‘n‘.Spinks H_j: i
© ’ British Craftsmanship =EEL

VISIT OURD SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
x FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS
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ITS OUR BIG 'SPRINGJICLEAN
CLEARANCE Y9CARPETWISE

CURTAINWISE - FURNITUREWISE

2-4 Avon Retail Park
Stratford upon Avon CV37 0AD

01789 299446

www.carpetwise.net

FANTASTIC
SAVINGS

ON QUICKSTEP L1V
END OF LINES RollfStock(Carpets)

ROOM SIZE =£8.99 EHE ="
PACKS W T
£3o BIG SAVINGS on Ex Display

AVAILABLE
MANY WUTH MATCHING ACCESSORIES)

Luxury British Made Duresta Furniture

sn@oom MODEL ONLY _

SAVE © Oo/o across our

clearance Iamps, mirrors & plctures

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY @
on alll Clearance S@ﬂQJsJ & SJl_lJIJt e @
arfw GG a i = |

cnéell
mmm
SHoonom MODELS ON E;IiIﬂ

HURRY GRAB THESE BARGAINS BEFORE THEY GO'
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q ors to Plneapple Road can enjoy =
| artisan bakeries, Stirchley Baths and
the area’s popular craft and real ale

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

SOUTH Birmingham’s three
newrailwaystations opened
on Tuesday, welcoming pas-
sengers to Moseley Village,
Kings Heath and Pineapple
Road, in Stirchley.

The stations make the areas
in the south of the Second City
much more accessible for people
in Bromsgrove, Redditch and the
surrounding areas.

From Kings Norton, it takes
around three minutes to reach
Pineapple Road, six minutes to
Kings Heath and eight to arrive
at Moseley Village, before the
services go on to Birmingham
New Street.

From Bromsgrove and
Redditch, on the Cross City Line,
it takes around 15 and 27 min-
utes, respectively, to get to Kings

Norton. There, passengers can
change trains to get on the Camp
Hill Line.

That means, feasibly and
depending on connecting trains,
Pineapple Road could be reached
by Bromsgrove rail users in 20
minutes and people could get
there from Redditch in around 32
minutes.

From Bromsgrove to Kings
Heath it could take around half-
an-hour, and just above that to
get to Moseley.

Redditch rail users could be
in Kings Heath in around 45
minutes and Moseley Village in
around 50 minutes.

The train services run every
half-an-hour from Monday to
Saturday and hourly on Sundays.

The trio of new stations make
up the Camp Hill Line, provid-
ing passengers with a direct rail
link between the three areas and
Birmingham city centre for the

first time in more than 80 years.

The stations and services
are operated by West Midlands
Railway (WMR) and connect
passengers to Birmingham New
Street and Kings Norton.

The line is served by WMR’s
newest diesel fleet, the Class
196s, which first entered service
in 2022

Features

The three new stations fea-
ture sheltered platforms, acces-
sible lifts, passenger help
points on each platform and
secure cycle racks. The stations
at Pineapple Road and Moseley
Village also have pick-up and
drop-off areas.

The historic Camp Hill Line
was closed in 1941, during the
Second World War, due to coal
shortages, with each new station
built on the line’s original site.

What the three stations
offer

Pineapple Road: Stirchley has
been billed as one of the best
places to live in the Midlands and
boasts the ‘Stirchley beer mile’ of
craft and real ale establishments.
There are also artisan bakeries
and community activities at the
historic Stirchley Baths.
Kings Heath: The area has one of
Birmingham’s most popular high
streets, along with the renowned
Hare and Hounds music venue,
two peaceful Victorian parks and
a variety of independent bou-
tiques to browse.
Moseley Village: In the heart of
Birmingham’s bohemian quarter,
Moseley Village Station enables
passengers to visit award-win-
ning farmers markets, explore
JRR Tolkien’s inspiration at
Moseley Bog and enjoy a Michelin-
starred dining scene.

Jonny Wiseman, WMR’s cus-

pubs and bars. s T

tomer experience director,
said the new stations were a
‘gamechanger’ for passengers,
whether commuting or visiting
family and friends.

“We are so excited to officially
open these transformative new
stations in south Birmingham,
bringing rail services back to
local communities for the first
time in 80 years,” he said.

Sandeep Shingadia, executive
director of transport for WMR,
said the vibrant neighbourhoods
had waited 85 years for rail.

The project was delivered by
VolkerFitzpatrick and led by
Transport for West Midlands
(TfWM), part of the West Midlands
Combined Authority, and the West
Midlands Rail Executive with
WMR, Network Rail, Birmingham
City Council and the Department
for Transport.

Visit: westmidlandsrailway.
co.uk for more details.

windsor
CARPETS

1985 - 2025

Unit 4, Brockhill Works, Windsor Road, Redditch, 397 6DJ
Tel: 01527 61906 Email: info@windsorcarpets.com
Web: www.windsorcarpets.com
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Varied menu for
spring concert

DROITWICH Community Choir will
hold its annual Spring Concert next
Saturday, April 18.

The event takes place at the
Droitwich Baptist Church,
Ombersley Street East, at 7pm and
admission is free.

There will also be free refresh-
ments.

There will be a retiring collec-
tion to raise funds for the Acorns
Hospices Trust.

The choir will be singing a varied
programme and will be joined by
the children from Hanbury Primary

School choir.

Last year the choir raised more
than §£4,000 throughout the year.

The group is supported by local
businesses which advertises in the
concert programme.

The group said it was very grate-
ful to all the businesses which
advertised.

Pattie Leach from the Droitwich
Community Choir said: “We are
hoping as many people as possible
to attend.”

People can just turn up to watch
the concert.

Droitwich Community Choir will perform its annual Spring
Concert next Saturday - admission is free. s

Sell-out
success

T —
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Barnt Green Choral performed to a sell-out crowd at Bromsgrove’s Artrix. s

BARNT Green Choral presented
its annual showpiece concert on
March 28 at a sold-out Artrix
auditorium.

The programme featured both
orchestral and choral works by two
living composers - the world-famous
Sir Karl Jenkins and the young, but
rapidly rising, Norwegian composer
Ola Gjeilo.

The concert began with two move-
ments from Jenkins’ Palladio, which
is often heard on Classic FM. This
was followed by three short Gjeilo
orchestral pieces.

Gjeilo, now living in America, is
known for his lush, cinematic and
atmospheric music and the audience
was enthralled.

The first half concluded with the
choir singing Gjeilo’s ‘Song of the
Universal’.

Based on an 1874 American Civil

War poem, the work is a visionary
declaration of faith in the goodness
of deeper humanity, finding joy in
the face of human suffering.

In the second half the 70-strong
choir and 26-piece orchestra per-
formed ‘The Armed Man’ by
Jenkins.

Now a national classic, the work
was commissioned by the Royal
Armouries to promote an under-
standing of the destructive conse-
quences of war while looking ahead
with optimism for peace.

The audience thoroughly enjoyed
the piece and the concert and there
was plenty of positive feedback.

One person who watched it
said: “You really opened my eyes,
or should I say ears - a fabulous
programme of very different music
fabulously sung.”

Another added: “The choir sailed
over the orchestra with thrilling cli-

maxes together with
passages.”

The choir’s next concert will
feature modern jazz - Zimbe! by
Alexander L’Estrange.

A massed choir of 130 singers
(adults and children) from Barnt
Green Choral, Bromsgrove Prep
School, and Lickey End First School,
will perform this toe-tapping music.

That will take place at 6.30pm on
June 19 at Routh Hall, Bromsgrove
School.

Barnt Green Choral is always
interested in hearing from anyone
wanting to join its ranks to sing the
world’s best music in a warm and
friendly atmosphere.

Members do not have to read
music or have vast experience — just
an inner desire to sing.

Visit barntgreenchoral.org for
more.

moving quiet

REDDISTORES

safe | secure | selfstorage

Reddistores Self Storage
Redditch

We have a wide range of units in our heated facility ranging
from 25sq ft -380sq ft, with the majority on the ground

floor.

The facility is accessed via key code entry with 24 hour CCTV, plus all

indoor units have their own alarm linked to ADT. The facility and
grounds are well maintained and lit, and offer a safe environment for

customers 7 days a week.

We also offer a man and van service free of charge for two hours, to
help bring your items into storage. Our prices are competitive but we
will price match any other facility quote within 5 miles should you find
it cheaper, plus we offer discounts for long term customers.

- ennyy

SELF STORAGE SOLUTIONS
FOR HOME & BUSINESS

For further Information Call

01527 62308

Weights Farm Business Park,
Weights Lane, Redditch B97 6RG

www.reddistores.co.uk
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THE BOATHOUSE

AT ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE

WATER ACTIVITIES

PEAK SEASON OFF PEAK SEASON

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS SCHOOL TERM TIME
MARCH - SEPTEMBER MARCH - SEPTEMBER

MON - SAT FRI - SAT
12PM - 7:30PM 12PM - 7:30PM

SUNDAYS SUNDAYS
1PM - 7:30PM 1PM - 7:30PM

CwmmL

¢ =
KRAYAKS

- Tomn
4 - c)"o
) TR

ROWING BOATS %3 SWAN PEDALOS |-y - . s

i3 ]

e 3 SCAN HERE TO BOOK.
ARROW VALLEY o il _IN’
0 VISITOR CENTRE "y =15 oot L
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,;;_BOTANY BAY

‘S
" } S Nurseries, Garden Centre & Café

April is a great time to get your boots on and get out in the
garden. Take advantage of the clocks changing and get your
garden ready for the season ahead.

With spring buds appearing and Growing your own plants, flowers
beautiful blossom in full flower, this and produce has a nurturing effect,
time of year inspires us all to get  boosting self-esteem and creating a
growing. sense of purpose.

Gardening lifts the spirit like nothing  You don’t need a large garden to
else. The mix of fresh air, plenty of  reap the benefits of gardening. Even
physical exercise and the connection a small patio or a balcony can give
with nature improves mood and the same feeling of pride and
lowers stress levels. satisfaction.

Quality plants for Pots, troughs &
S every garden . __ containers
Garden decor & ey | — .
accessories

Botany Bay has everything you need
to make your garden look sensational!

Botany Bay Nurseries, Garden Centre & Café
Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch
B96 6BG 01527 893885

www.botany-bay.co.uk Find us on the socials too!

Gardenmg Jobs
for April

There’s lots you can do in the garden in April,
whether you have a grand garden or a small space.
So get outside, get to work and have fun!

Home-grown

bedding plants Tidy up your borders and flower beds. Remove old

stems, leaves and other debris. It’s a good idea to
apply a layer of mulch to improve the soil and
suppress weeds ready for planting. Use farmyard
manure, fine bark or any other organic matter.

It’s time for the first cut of your lawn. Dig out large
weeds then reseed any patchy areas. The warmer
spring days will encourage germination.

Start growing your veg and salad. You can plant
your beans, brassicas and lettuce directly outside.
Protect your tomatoes, peppers and
LN\ > cucumbers by keeping
Gorgeous garden . XY = ™ themin the
furniture 1 s \ greenhouse or ==
<= N9 conservatory. (

A
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Taking to the streets to
give riders top advice

THE Redditch ~ Advanced
Motorcyclist Group is running its
latest taster day at the town’s police
and fire station, focusing on sup-
porting motorcyclists on the road to
become better riders

Following its success in 2025, the
event organised in partnership with
Police and Crime Commissioner John
Campion, West Mercia Police and
Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue
Service, is an opportunity for motorcy-
clists to go along and ride for free with
one of the group’s qualified observers.

Following the 30-minute ride, feed-
back will be provided to understand
what a rider is doing well and what they
can improve.

Anyone interested in further learn-
ing and support is able to sign up to
the Advanced Rider Course. The first
10 riders to sign up for the course will
receive a §50 off voucher, which can be
redeemed after passing the advanced
test or attending 10 training sessions.

Alongside free refreshments, RMT
Motorcycle Training will be providing
advice to people on getting to the stage
of taking their motorcycle test in con-
junction with the Riders Hub.

‘West Mercia Police’s BikeSafe team
will also have a stall offering taster rides
alongside those offered by RAMG and
the opportunity to participate in future
BikeSafe courses.

Phil Edwards, Chairman of Redditch
Advanced Motorcyclist Group, said:
“We are delighted to collaborate with
West Mercia PCC and Hereford and

Worcester Fire Service again.

“Whilst our main objective is to
improve the safety of motorcyclists
through training, it is equally impor-
tant to us that bikers have fun on their
journeys.

“We firmly believe better-skilled rid-
ers are not only safer but get much more
enjoyment from their bikes. It’s a win-
win. Why would you not give it a try?”

James Holder, Station Commander
for Hereford and Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service, said: “Working from
the same site with our police colleagues
is already showing its worth as we work
together towards making our roads
safer for all.

“We look forward to welcoming
motorcyclists from both Redditch and
beyond and appreciate the opportunity
to continue our fantastic relationship
with Redditch Advanced Motorcycle
Group.”

Mr Campion added education was one
of the best ways to prevent lives being
needlessly lost on the road, which is why
he was supporting schemes like this to
build riders’ skills and confidence.

“With warmer weather on the way
and more motorcycles out on the roads,
it’s vital riders feel equipped with the
knowledge and experience to stay safe.

“Having completed the Advanced
Rider Course myself, I know first-hand
how valuable it is.

“It genuinely makes you a better, safer
motorcyclist.”

The session will run from 10am to
4pm on April 26.

PC Greg Melville and PC Michael Moore, Redditch
Advanced Motorcyclist Group’s Tim Smith,
HWRFS Fire Investigator, James Holder PCC John
Campion, and OPCC Estates Holly Ratkovich with
RAMG'’s Mike Richardson and Tim Guy. s
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Upwardly
mobile

THE NEW Class 730 electric trains
serving the Cross City Line have
recorded the fastest speed over the
Lickey Incline - the UK’s steepest
railway gradient.

Steam train era locomotives rou-
tinely had to have additional engines
to take on the 1/37.7 gradient and to
get uphill help.

Even today some heavy freight
trains still need help.

Modern express trains, such as
the CrossCountry Voyagers, routine-
ly pass through Bromsgrove at 80
mph and with full power will fall to
about 70 mph at the top of the hill
and could be considered ‘Kings of
the Lickey’.

But, findings from The Railway
Performance Society, show the Class
730 trains - introduced onto the
Cross City Line in 2025 - can rou-
tinely accelerate to 75mph up the
hill from a standing start as they
journey between Bromsgrove and
Lichfield.

Drivers even have to ease the
power to avoid exceeding the 75mph
speed limit at the top (Blackwell).

Passengers on the trains may notice
the carriage is slightly inclined but in
a 730 unit there is little impression
that a steep hill is being climbed.

The classic single car DMUs that
ran on this route would be doing
about 25mph at the top from a
standing start, a locomotive hauled
express (pre-1990) would see speed
fall from around 80mph to 35mph
with a 10 coach train.

Exceptionally the former Bristol
Glasgow Sleeper with its 15 or 16
coaches would require banking
assistance to achieve about 30mph
up the hill.
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PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL - RELIABLE « TRUSTED v,

= 4 Flat roof solutions

<4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt
4 Re-pointing
4+ Re-bedding
DRY VERGES
DRY RIDGES
EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

4 New roofs

4 Re-roofs
Whep

4 Roof repairs gi,,,ﬂwny

4+ Tiles/slates S advert

replaced
UPVC ROOFLINE
PRODUCTS

4 Fascias
4 Cladding
4 Soffits

4+ Guttering Commancial roof projects undertaken
4 Down pipes

Foon Quititions - All Work Guanaiiteed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

Find us on Google

S

WESTON—SUPER—MARE
MID WEEK SPRING SPECIALS
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Cadets put on a
show for Mayor

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

BOROUGH Mayor Coun Joanna Kane visited
Redditch and Bromsgrove Sea Cadets and
Royal Marines Cadets to watch the unit’s cer-
emonial skill and a display.

Coun Kane, alongside the Consort John
Kane, were shown around the unit by one of
the newly promoted leading cadets to observe
a variety of lessons, including the Royal
Marines Cadets’ preparation for their Easter
camp and learning about ranks and rates

At the end of the evening Coun Kane
presented the cadets with their hard-earned
qualifications and promotions.

She said: “It was a huge privilege to gain

Redditch
Borough
Mayor and
Consort with
Redditch and
» Bromsgrove
Sea Cadets
and Royal

\| Marines
Cadets. s

an insight into the opportunities, experiences
and values of the Sea Cadets.

“Recently, the unit won the Stephenson
Trophy as the Best Unit in the South West
Area, beating 80 other units, and now go for-
ward to the national finals.

“In addition, Commanding Officer Lisa
Wood received the South West Area ‘Best
Commanding Officer’ award, progressing to
national consideration for her work.”

Coun Kane wished her congratulations to
all the cadets.

She added: “A big thank you to everyone
who has helped to make this possible, espe-
cially the volunteers, trustees and families.

“It was lovely to see the enthusiasm and
dedication of the young people as they devel-
op their confidence and other valuable life
skills through the Sea Cadet programme.

All include four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Monday 20th April - Friday 24th April Was £295 NOW £251pp
Monday 4th May - Friday 8th May Was £309 NOW £258pp
Monday 11th May - Friday 15th May Was £315 NOW £262pp
Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May Was £329 NOW £272pp
Monday 1st June - Friday 5th June Was £329 NOW £272pp
Monday 8th June - Friday 12th June Was £335 NOW £283pp
Monday 31st August - Friday 4th Sept Was £395 NOW £305pp

Friday 24th April - Monday 27th April
Friday 1st May - Monday 4th May
Friday 8th May - Monday 11th May
Friday 15th May - Monday 18th May
Friday 22nd May - Monday 25th May
Friday 5th June - Monday 8th June
Friday 12th June - Monday 15th June
Friday 19th June - Monday 22nd June

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH FREE BAR

All include three nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm & optional coach travel

Amazing
Offers

Up To
25%
OFF

Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £285 NOW £259pp
Was £285 NOW £251pp
Was £285 NOW £251pp
Was £295 NOW £239pp
Was £295 NOW £262pp
Was £305 NOW £268pp
Was £315 NOW £272pp

w

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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College opens
up for students

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

HEART of Worcestershire (HoW)
College has announced an open event
this month, to give prospective stu-
dents a first-hand look at its cours-
es.

From 9:30am until 12:30pm on Saturday,
April 18, visitors are invited to explore
HoW College’s Worcester, Redditch, and
Bromsgrove campuses, with the opportunity
to tour facilities, meet tutors and discover the
courses and pathways that best fit them.

HoW College will be welcoming students
who are looking to secure their place before
exams this year and applicants who want
to attend to familiarise themselves with
wherethey will be studying in September.

Worcester Campus
The multi-site Worcester campus offer-
scourses in performing arts, hair and beauty,
computing and IT, hospitality and catering,
engineering and inclusive learning. It is also

home to dedicated centres for plumbing and
automotive skills, at the Duckworth Centre of
Engineering.

Facilities include the All Saints, St Andrew’s
and cathedral buildings, alongside the
Duckworth Centre.

Bromsgrove Campus
The college’s Bromsgrove site caters for
students interested in everything from art
and design to engineering, media production,
electrical installation, management and pro-
fessional qualifications.

Redditch Campus
At the Peakman Street site, visitors can
explore courses in public services; hospital-
ity and catering; hair and beauty; business;
health and social care; and sports, travel and
tourism.

Redditch also supports adult learners, with
access to higher education and inclusive
learning programmes. The Alliance House
site specialises in construction training.

Exciting

Michelle Dowse, chief executive and princi-
pal at HoW College, said: “Our open event in
April is a fantastic opportunity for prospec-
tive students and their families to experience
the community we're so proud of.

“Choosing what to do next is a big decision,
and we're here to make the journey as clear
and exciting as possible.

“Visitors can explore our facilities, speak
with our tutors, and gain a real insight into
where their chosen course could lead.”

Visit www.howcollege.ac.uk/about/open-

| events/april-open-event-2026/ for more
! details.
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SHOWCOACH tours

27 years of coach tours to top shows

We can’t take you to the Moon however we have
many interesting day trips and tours to enjoy!

April

23 BARNUM Birmingham Hippodrome

May
8 MALVERN SPRING FESTIVAL

26 MAMMA MIA Birmingham Hippodrome

June
6 THE ROYAL MINT & CARDIFF

11 LES MISERABLES Arena Spectacular Birmingham

18 ROYAL ASCOT LADIES DAY

20 BLENHEIM PALACE FLOWER SHOW

26 WESTON SUPER MARE
duly

11 RHS BADMINTON FLOWER SHOW
14 MATILDA The Musical Birmingham

18 BARMOUTH

£59

£49
£65

£47
£98
£79/£135
£57
£29

£65
£79
£33

Pick ups @ Redditch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject fo route)
For details and to book phone 01527 542389
or email enquiries@showcoachtours.co.uk
Visit www.showcoachtours.co.uk for the full programme

Matthew ]. Elmes & Co.

Accountancy and taxation services

Chartered Accountants

to business and individuals

Bookkeeping

Payroll

Statutory Accounts

Tax returns

Probate & Estate Administration
Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney

Authorised to carry on the reserved legal activity of Probate.
Authorised and regulated as a CILEX-ACCA Probate Entity.

info@matthewelmes.co.uk

T W

01789 549008
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A Seasonal Guide to Revitalising Your Space

SPRING is a time of renewal and
rejuvenation, making it the perfect
season to tackle various tasks
around the home and garden.

As warmer temperatures set in and nature
reawakens, homeowners can take advantage
of this opportunity to enhance their living
environments. In this guide, we’ll explore

a multitude of jobs that can be undertaken
to ensure your home and garden are

ready for the warmer months, focusing on
maintenance, organisation, and cultivation.

Spring Cleaning: Refreshing Your
Home

One of the first and most important tasks in
the spring season is to conduct a thorough
spring cleaning. This involves more than
just your regular cleaning routine; it’s about

deep cleaning every nook and cranny of
your home.

* Decluttering: Begin by sorting through
your belongings. Gather items that you no
longer need or use and consider donating
them or organising a garage sale. This
will not only declutter your space but also
make your home more inviting.

Dust and Clean: Focus on areas that are
often overlooked during routine cleaning,
such as ceiling fans, light fixtures,
baseboards, and behind appliances. Dust
accumulated over the winter can trigger
allergies, so a good spring clean can
greatly improve your home environment.
Windows and Curtains: Take the time to
clean windows inside and out, allowing
natural light to stream in. Wash or replace
curtains and blinds, as this can instantly
refresh a room.

SR g Shop at home for your
20 ! DIPECt IOOI"s new carpet and
i Home service flooring and receive up
~  Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home
o 1000’s Samples to your door
< Fully qualified insured fitters
ARONAS S = o Family run business since 1999

/ I ‘ ' N o o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
/ bl : 8 === for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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Spring Home and Garden

Garden Preparation: Embracing

Nature’s Growth

As the days become longer and warmer,

the garden requires attention to prepare

for a flourishing summer. Spring is a

pivotal time for planting and nurturing

your outdoor space.

* Soil Preparation: Start by inspecting
your garden beds. Clear away any
debris, weeds, or dead plants from the
winter months. Consider testing your
soil’s pH and nutrient levels, as this will
help you determine what amendments
may be necessary to promote healthy

plant growth.

* Planting: Spring is ideal for planting
a variety of flowers, vegetables, and
herbs. Depending on your local climate,
consider sowing seeds for vegetables
such as peas, lettuce, and spinach. In
terms of flowers, hardy annuals and
perennials can be planted to bring a
burst of colour to your garden.

* Mulching: Once your plants are in
place, apply a layer of mulch to help
retain soil moisture and suppress weeds.
This will also give your garden beds a
tidy appearance.
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Lawn Care: Reviving Your Green
Space

The lawn often requires extra care in the
spring to ensure it remains lush and green

throughout the growing season.

* Mowing and Edging: As the grass begins
to grow, a regular mowing schedule will
help keep it at an appropriate height.
Additionally, edging the lawn can create
a polished look and define borders

between lawn and garden beds.

* Overseeding: Consider overseeding
your lawn with a good quality grass
seed to fill in thin or bare patches. This
promotes a thicker, healthier lawn that
is more resistant to pests and disease.

* Fertilising: Spring is the perfect time to
fertilise your lawn, as it will stimulate
growth. Choose a slow-release fertiliser
suitable for your specific type of grass.

-

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30 am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm
“iSunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

&) ROWBERRYS -

A The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

W 7777 %m @ Y Eba(gézz% Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
i Kidderminster DY10 4QN
GET YOUR GARDEN GROW YOUR OWN WITH ROWBERRYS Tel: 01562 777 003
SUMMER READY Huge choice of Fruit, Vegetable & SUMMER COLOUR AT
Thousands of Trees, Shrubs, Perennials Herb Pla e RO.WBERRYS
Al Her,baceous, it ’ RARE - £ Massive choice of Fuchsias, Basket
s E‘“is (7,_. 4 s T A Plants, Geraniums, Begonias
: ek il | A\ ; Pelargoniums <%
Only £5.99 each
{ or2 for £10

. aawan e o VG SO . =% [ DON’T FORGET TO VISIT
Perennials from just WA & Y@ | __ _OUR RESTAURANT
£3.25 each or 10 for £30 . e BT s M Great value

2 lir Perennials, Herbaceous Don't forget our g home

and Shrubs
from £6.99 or 3 for £20!

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.c

Farm Shop, | y _ 2 cooked

Deli &

s, Farm Butchery

Y

ik

o.uk | €)Find us on Facebook
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Spring Home and Garden

Home Maintenance: Proactive

Upkeep

Spring is an ideal time to inspect and

maintain your home’s systems and

structures, ensuring everything operates
smoothly.

* Roof Inspection: After harsh winter
weather, check your roof for any
damage, such as missing tiles or leaks.
Be proactive; fix any issues now to avoid
more extensive repairs later.

* Gutter Cleaning: Clear any debris from
gutters and downspouts to prevent
blockages. This is essential to ensure
proper drainage and prevent water
damage to your home.

¢ Heating and Cooling Systems: Have
your heating system serviced to prepare
for the transition into the warmer
months. If you have air conditioning,
ensure it is cleaned and serviced to be
ready for the summer heat.

Outdoor Spaces: Enhancing Your

Experience

Spring is not only about upkeep; it’s also

an opportunity to improve and enhance

your outdoor living areas.

* Patio and Deck Maintenance: Inspect
your patio and deck for any signs of
wear and tear. Clean the surfaces and

furniture and inspect for any damage.
Consider reupholstering or simply

check for loose boards or railings.
A fresh coat of paint or sealant can
improve longevity and aesthetics.

¢ Garden Furniture: Wash outdoor

rearranging your furniture to maximise
space and enjoy your garden more
thoroughly.

* Creating Zones: If your garden space

The Standard, Friday April 10, 2026

allows, consider creating different
zones for various activities—like a
relaxation area, a vegetable patch, and
a play area for children. This creates a
multifunctional space that can cater to
all family needs.

Warwick Buildings
Nightingale Lane,
Southam Road,
Long Itchington, Southam
Warwickshire CV47 9AT

(For SatNav please use
CV47 9Q2)

The UK’s leading suppliers of
* Garden Offices
* Garden Rooms
¢ Garden Office Pods
* Garden Studios
» Garages
* Office Pods

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday between 8:30am and 5pm

. Posh Sheds

Saturday between 9am and 1pm
(By Appointment Only)

Tel: 01926 815757 { £ J warWICkbuﬂdlngS co.uk ©
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Spring Home and Garden

Creating a Vegetable Garden: * Choosing Crops: Select crops that

Growing Your Own Food

With fresh produce increasingly sought
after, consider establishing or expanding a
vegetable garden. This not only provides
food but connects you with the cycle of
nature.

are well-suited to your climate. Start
with easy-to-grow vegetables such as
tomatoes, cucumbers, and peppers.

Herbs like basil and mint can also thrive

in pots or garden beds.

* Raised Beds: If you have limited
space or poor soil quality, consider
building raised garden beds. They can
be customised to your height and will
improve drainage, making gardening
easier and more productive.

* Companion Planting: Research
companion planting techniques
to maximise yield and deter pests
organically. For example, planting
marigolds among vegetables can help
protect against nematodes.

Enhancing Wildlife Habitats:

Supporting Local Ecosystems

As you work on your garden, think about

ways to make it more inviting for wildlife.

A healthy ecosystem is beneficial not just

for nature but for your garden’s health.

* Bird Feeders and Baths: Install bird
feeders or birdbaths to attract local bird
species. This can help with pest control
while providing enjoyment for you and
your family.

* Pollinator Plants: Plant flowers that
attract bees and butterflies, such as
lavender, echinacea, and sunflowers.
These plants will not only enhance your
garden’s beauty but also support critical
pollinators.

* Composting: Consider starting a
compost pile or bin to recycle kitchen
scraps and garden waste. This will
enrich your soil and reduce waste,
creating a more sustainable gardening.
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Conclusion: Embracing the Spirit
of Spring

Spring is a magical time, full of promise
and potential. Taking a proactive
approach to both your home and garden
cultivates an inviting atmosphere for
relaxation and enjoyment. By engaging
in these various jobs, you will not only
maintain your living space but also create
a sanctuary that reflects the beauty of
the season. As you embrace the warmth
and vibrancy of spring, your home

and garden will flourish, providing the
perfect backdrop for countless cherished
memories.

LOOKING FOR
PROFESSIONAL
Woo

The Osmo Recommends App is a quick and easy tool
designed to help you identify the ideal Osmo product for
any project.

By answering a few simple questions about the wood type,

location, desired finish, and level of protection required,
the app instantly provides tailored product
recommendations along with the correct application
guidance.

Whether you’re working on interior or exterior projects,
the app streamlines decision-making and ensures you get
the best results with the right Osmo solution.

GETITON

® Google Play

# Download on the

@& App Store

HELP & ADVICE

ABOUT

0SMO RECOMMENDS

/ WHERE IS YOUR PROJECT?

osmo?*"
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Elgar Coaches Tours

GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

Saturday 11th April Tulleys Tulip Garden
Saturday 18th April Clarks Village & Wells.
Saturday 25th April Weston Super Mare
Saturday 9th May Harry Potter Studio Tour £95 Adult £90 Child
Sunday 17th May RHS Garden Bridgewater with Cream Tea £58
Saturday 20th June BBC Gardeners World Live/Good Food Show...................... £52 includes entrance to both shows

£49

£28
£28 Adult £22 Child

Sunday 2nd August Liverpool — The Beatles Story £46
Monday 10th August Highclere Castle £58
Saturday 19th September Andre Rieu £135

Sunday 18th October Westlife 25 The Anniversary World Tour bp pulse LIVE Birmingham..............cc.cccovcveviniieins £139
Plus many more including Seasides, Markets and Cities. We also do gift vouchers.
We regularly update our Day trips brochure throughout the year.

HOLIDAYS 2026

23rd April Coastal Escape to Cornwall Staying at The Falmouth Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes
a Peninsula Tour and a half day excursion to Truro 5 Days from £599

8th May May on the English Riviera Staying at the Belgrave Sands, Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Also includes

an excursion to Plymouth 4 Days from £395
5th June Northumbria Coast with Puffin Cruise & Seabirds Staying at the Copthorne Hotel, Newcastle,

Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Includes Boat Cruise. 4 Days from £355
12th June All Inclusive Potters - Hopton on Sea FULLY INCLUSIVE Fully Inclusive. Also includes day excursion to
Cromer and Sheringham 4 Days from £545
22 June Island Getaway in Ryde, Isle of Wight Staying at The Royal Esplanade Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast.

Also includes excursion to either Osbourne House or Cowes and a Scenic Island Tour.................... 5 Days from £495
3rd July Norfolk — The Magical Waterland and Royal Retreat. Staying at Wensum Valley Golf and Country

Club Hotel, Norwich. Includes Dinner Bed & Breakfast and an exclusive tour of Sandringham House,

a trip on the Bure Valley steam railway and a leisurely Broads CruiSe...........c..uwrerrmrvermerressesissnens 4 Days from £525
20th July Warners Alveston Hall, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to Nantwich and Chester..5 Days from £520
Plus many more

01905 333349 s

We also do private hire phone us
for your bespoke price.

For our 2026 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

L -
':::h | ELGAR COACH HOLIDAYS \
; |
1=  —————————— @ - & = k
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The team during training. s

Tacklmg the peaks

A TEAM from West Mercia Rape
and Sexual Abuse Support Centre
(WMRSASC) will tackle the Welsh
Three Peaks Challenge in May.

The intrepid group will be raising funds to
support survivors of sexual violence across
Worcestershire and the wider West Mercia
region.

On May 2, staff will climb Snowdon, Cadair
Idris and Pen y Fan within 24 hours — cover-
ing more than 17 miles and 2,330 metres of
ascent — as part of the charity’s 40th anni-
versary year. The challenge represents both
a physical test of endurance and a powerful
statement of support for survivors, helping
ensure specialist, trauma-informed services
remain accessible to those who need them
most across Worcestershire.

Jocelyn Anderson, chief executive of
WMRSASC, said: “This challenge is about
more than reaching the summit. It’s about
standing alongside survivors and recognis-
ing the strength it takes to seek support and
begin to rebuild.

“For 40 years, WMRSASC has been there
for people at some of the most difficult
moments in their lives. We are proud of that

work, but we also know the need for our serv-
ices continues to grow.

“Every donation helps ensure that survivors
across our communities have somewhere safe
to turn - now and in the future.”

WMRSASC’s services include counselling,
early intervention and prevention work, help-
ing survivors access timely, expert support.

The organisation provides free, special-
ist support to survivors of sexual violence
across Herefordshire, Worcestershire and
Shropshire.

The service supports adults, children and
young people, helping them process trauma,
rebuild confidence and move forward with
their lives.

Counselling services team lead and adult
counsellor Lydia Johnson said: “Through
funding counselling sessions, you are giving
people the chance to take their power back
and change their lives — and that is price-
less.”

‘WMRSASC is encouraging donors across
Worcestershire to support the challenge by
donating, sharing the campaign or cheering
the team on.

Visit /www justgiving.com/cam paign/wmr-
sasc-welsh-three-peaks to donate.
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Following on from the fantastic response to

our debut 'Winter' edition of Seasons, we're

delighted to announce that Seasons 'Spring'
edition has now Sprung.

As the days grow longer and our towns,
villages and the countryside emerge from
the long dark days of winter, we are all
enjoying the arrival of the 'Spring' of 2026.

Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply ‘
browse on line Y

’ m Stéi‘"il obé.e“ 3¢

CAL o UAAY
A SN gTE)

{ more tret

7 If you'd like your busmess to be featured in the next edmon of Seasons or |f you 'd Ilke more detalls -
just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Debra, Paul, Gareth or Sharon.

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team

Seasons

The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
is a celebration of all things
'local'. It's uplifting, inspiring
and quintessentially local
across the three counties of
Warwickshire, Worcestershire
and the West Midlands.

The beautifully glossy AS
magazine is freely available in
print, from a major
supermarket near you - and,
the 'Spring' edition of Seasons

is also available 247 on line .
and...it's being showcased
across all of our local Observer =
and Standard Newspapers, \
websites and social media
platforms, and will continue to
be so, for the next 12 months.

Enjoy the exclusive, evergreen,
'Spring' edition of Seasons by
logging on to
www.seasons-magazine.com
You can still browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247
and now, you can enjoy the
'Spring' edition of Seasons too!
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BROMSGROVE'S

O)AKLAN DS

FURNITURE

) EARLY BIRD OFFER
COMPLETE SET

MASSIVE CLEARANGE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Trusted BRAND names with extra discounts on made to order items from -

Sherhorne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds,
Harrison Spinks, Global Home,

Cotswold Chairs and many more.
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Mattresses -
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture

ONSITE CLEARANCE OUTLET! Y
BIG BRAND NAMES AT UNBEATABLE PRICES

DFS « Tetrad  La-Z-Boy * Parker Knoll » Sofology
Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!!
(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display ¢ Clearance Stock)
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF!

Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience!
Built on Experience, Grown on Trust.

Was £1,399 .
4 NOW ONLY £999 §;

Limited Time Offer
Available to view in store =

e for Immediate Delivery

=N L ) m SR = _— | T
Complete Duble Bed + 2 FREE DRWS Large selection of adju: chairs + stools Dual action Rise Recliner Chair
+ FREE HEADBOARD in a variety of colours and fabrics in stock for immediate delivery

2 corner 1

Was £1,499
now £1 199

SAVE UP TO 40% OFF .
ELEARAMCE SOFAS LUXURY GREEN VELVET SOFA

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
& YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

& OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture OM:; 7:"::” a 5'“
. - - . * Monday to ay: 9am - 5pm A
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park » Saturday: 10am - 5pm - e,

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW « Sunday: 10am - 4pm

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk Follow us on:
Facebook: @OaklandsFurniture 3 © sawpans sromagore.

Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture 3

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an ive of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, ga IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.

The rate offered is always provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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Anonymous

1\

. =
IN MEMORIAM MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
—-— SERVICES —
%‘ fo 2] p— 17 Evebaeas Reocsd
L NG $ S5 n esham Road,
RAY 3*@' * || As Time Goes By ST NS L Cokbe s
g g YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN > N, Redditch, B97 5JP
D ALBY MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP ‘
Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Taken from us 42 years ago today If you have a Addﬁ:&l'll_:,lvl:sggw;rll‘s and
3-4-84 a \ Ui e o
Web: www.astim by.org.uk 4
To the Worlg >;0tu may have beetﬁ mess 3ge for a Em:ﬂ, kfpoﬂa:r@belﬁ:;zn)éz:i: uk flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
one person, but to us you were c B
—rty love d one, Please call 01527 550505 www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
Liové and Godbless To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times TM] 527 550 700
CaH our Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate o
Pat and ’ Redditch B97 5XP
Families team on “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
XXXXXXXX

o 01527  |aes
588688

BERNARD
HALL

12.4.2016

Always in our
thoughts

@UO PaAo| D IO}

Uo WDa} Ino ||
ebpssew D aADY hoA Jj

Deeply missed

889885 L2610

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

Love
Stephen, Diane,
Rob
Your Grandchildren
and Great
Grandchildren

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family™=
to care for your family

www.jamesgilesandsonsltd.co.uk

BROMSGROVE ITWICH STUDLEY EUNERATPIANS

01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
I

An Independeni{ Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

Births, Engagemens Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to

appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247 THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
YOU can Ca" us on 01 5 2 7 588688 We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your REDDITCH + BROMSGROVE
telephone contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost 01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH -+« ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

Prices start from just EARJJI (o g

reception@bullivantmedia.com

(inc Vat)




The Standard, Friday April 10, 2026 PAGE 27

= ' Y Learn from yesterday,
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' .“ Anonymous

'S Ty Nivies

FUNE!
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
- —

Tv.,] 0]527 588688 Emdll r&,CLptlonObulllvdntmndld com }
APTEEL . WS ) IORSEETET B NS T e

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

R.L.Rea

I'unceral Directors Led.

Say goodbye

your way
* A Family Firm Established in 1967
Reassure your loved ones that
r funeral i n

e * Your Local, Independent Complete
you wanted, Choose from a fully Funeral Directors and Memorial
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. MaSOhS

Avrange an appointment today * Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
0121 459 9111 Professional Service 24 hours a day,

Professionally qualified

365 days a year
i;";e,ﬁf,:‘:ﬁ%,';23?,:,‘3,:2?‘“‘"5 e ’4 \I;_i‘ “v . Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery . Private c ha pel of Rest

mortonsfunerals.co.uk
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

Whatever fhe nceasion, wiynarsend  Culfawr ()] 5777 SQRHRR
» ot - T—
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Coun

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

C41 PELHAM LANE, GREAT ALNE AND

€46 PELHAM LANE, HASELOR

Order Effect: Roads closed between Henley Road/
Village Road and Walcote Road/Lower Haselor Lane.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works,
closed 09.30hrs-15.00 hrs.

Order Commences: 27 April 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 1 May 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4089 Henley Road/Alcester
Road, Whitehouse Hill, Bearley Road, Wilmcote Lane,
Billesley Road, A46, Trench Lane (Stratford Road),
Lower Haselor Lane and vice versa. Vehicular access
& egress will be maintained where possible and safe
to do so for businesses and residents only There will
be no access/egress to/from Wood Lane via Pelham
Lane whilst works are in progress.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

RIDSDALE CLOSE, SALFORD PRIORS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to rectify defect in the
carriageway.

Order Commences: 28 April 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 30 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: School Road, St Matthews
Close, Perkins Close and vice versa.

Contractor: M&A Doocey Civil Engineering Limited,
Tel: 0121 520 9874.

OUGHBY E AND S ON.
ALCESTER
Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable sewer lining
works.

Order Commences: 27 April 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 28 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Kings Coughton Lane, Alcester
Heath, Birmingham Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Sapphire Utility Solutions, Tel: 07775
714473,

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 9 April 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNC|

Advertisement Key: CAS = Conservation Area
Setting, LBS = Listed Building Setting.
25/01167/FUL CAS LBS
Site: Land At Unit 1 Unicorn Parade 9 - 13 Unicorn
Hill, Redditch, Worcestershire
Proposal: Installation of a new Street Hub
Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or
in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

Keeping you up to duate with all thé
latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Operator Li
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

MISCELLANEOUS
—

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE OR
CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATE TO BE
GRANTED UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Name of applicant/club: Fab Festivals Ltd Postal
address of premises/club premises or description:

Fab Festival — Redditch Rugby Club,
Bromsgrove Road, Redditch, B97 4SP
The apphcant proposes to carry out the

ble activities or qualifying club
actlvmes on or from the above premnses/dub
premises: Live music, recorded music,
performances of dance and the sale by retail
of alcohol for consumption on and off the
premises during the period Saturday 23 May
2026 to Monday 25 May 2026 The

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
seated chair
deliver
07703 925662

proposed hours are: live music 12:00 to 22:00 on
Saturday and Sunday and 12:00 to 18:00 on

y; recorded music, performances of
dance and sale of alcohol 11:00 to 22:30 on
Saturday and Sunday and 11:00 to 19:00 on
Monday.

WOLSLEY 6 / 90
1250’s  police car
factory issue manual
ring binder type £20
07974822880

DEMI Johns brown

i parties or r
authenues shou|d be made in writing to
Worcestershire Regulatory Services, Wyre Forest
House, Finepoint Way, Kidderminster, DY || 7WF
or enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk By 6th May
2026
The record of the application is available for
inspection by appointment.

Please call us on 01905 822799 for an appointment.
IT IS AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON CONVICTION

TO AN UNLIMITED FINE, UNDER SECTION 158
OF THE LICENSING ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY
OR RECKLESSLY MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN,
OR IN CONNECTION WITH, AN APPLICATION

glass £4 clear glass
£3 all in good clean
condition 01527
528646

JUWEL Rio aquarium
125 litre  with
cabinet, lighting,
heater and extras
excellent condition
£150 01527 528646

TRIANG 00 gauge
Britannia Class
7MT steam loco +

To All'lllll‘ﬁse

tender (Ref R259)
in BR green and late
crest “Britannia”
running no  70000.
Vintage but very
good condition and
runner ¢ / w original
boxes. £12  Tel
07415322794

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS

N N N

00 Gauge Bachmann | SLUNSE 5 in 1| TWO antique clocks
(ref 31-284) parallel exercise bike for | not working £40
boiler Royal Scot home use, it’s 3 07719695685
Class loco + tender | months old so it's | NURSING chair £25
“The Ranger | virtually new I'm | _ 07719695685
(12th _ London | j60king for £50 ono | ANTIQUE chair 1930's
gR;Ee‘rTe“;)n s 0 egﬁ 07544306478 condition
emblem, running no | GREENHOUSE  6x6 | _£50 07719695685
46165. In excellent | aluminium and glass [ FREE Tun bath & taps
unused  condition, | With plinth green | 07719695685
test run only ¢ / w | fair condition will [ BISCUIT barrel
original boxing and dismantle £112 ono Sooty & Sweep £25
instructions. £55 Tel 07835133944 07719695685

_ 07415322794 | BOSH push mower | STONE hot

00 Gauge Bachmann | AHM38G new | Wwater bottle £25
GWR loco +| 1 i £30 | _07719695685
tender (ref 31-305) 07867661522 COMBINATION
in green and late | 77 N NM O W E R Microwave & Grill
crest “Broome Qualcast folai Oven as new still in
Manor” running no 24 box & packing as

g GWO 5| ‘70X & pRcang.

7805. Unmarked 07743929558 delivered ~ genuine
condition and very | ————==—=22 sale  surplus  to
good runner ¢ / w | COFFEE  Machine | requitements ~ £45
original boxing. £30 | Nescafe Dolce Gusto [ 07487608065
Tel 07415322794 £20 07743929558 LAWNMOWER

STRAWBERRY plants | SONY HI FI. FM-AM |  Mountfield HP
pack of 6 Elsanta [ Stereo Receiver, 185 petrol  used
plants £2.50 tray of | turntable, 4 speakers. 5 times cost £250
60 large plugs £20. Good condition, bargain £200 ono

_01905778926 | dry stored for 10+ | _07920428127

BABY COT - Wooden years. Needs re- | CHILDS leather
with sliding side | commissioning. All | armchair suits age

access, no mattress,
£20 Tel 07925170951
SQUARE cane table
with glass top, ideal
for sun lounge, 46
X 46 x S54cm £15 Tel

07925170951
BICYCLE ‘Cross
CRF 300° folding

city bike, 7 gears,
16 inch. as new,
folds compact.£50
07928335027

wiring / instructions

inc. Good project

£80. Bewdley.

07817171680

MOBILITY  Walker,
brand new, unused,
£10. 01562 69552

3 seater dark grey
leather sofa good
condition free
to good  home
07546714900

4-11 years £40 ono

01527 401430
HOME brewing
equipment for

wine & beer inc’s
fermentation
barrel, brewing bin,
demi-johns, bottles
tubing, & equipment
-£30.00 Can deliver
if required. Call Rob
on : 07910527318,
01299824318

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS
I L
IKEA “Molger” ROLAND  Cartier

leather shoes with
mesh inserts, peep
toe, stiletto heel,
colour pewter,
size 8. Still in box.
‘Worn once indoors.
Excellent condition.

Range open shelving
bathroom tower unit
with mirror back
size20cm x l4em x
90cm tall, matching
slatted stool / storage
box with removable

top 37cm  square | Original cost
x 50cm high, in was  £65.00. Will
dark brown poplar. | accept £20.00. Tele:
Excellent unmarked | _07934132759
condition£20 Tel | NURSING chair £25
07415322794 07719695685
WANTED
[
**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vinage or New *

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED

Motorcycles and
Scooters

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 251643

www.droitwichstandard.co.uk/editions

www.redditchstandard.co.uk/editions
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk/editions

01905 616704
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7 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

CARPETS
—

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT

taken up!

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon

07753 800737

¢ © www.cliftcarpets.com

CLADDING/
GUTTERING

'(ﬁ\ My Clean Gutters

Freephone: 0800 01063373
Birmingham 0121 652 0374
Redditch: 01527 900 787
mosile: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

Keep it LOCAL!

Old flooring &, .

cheque anmems
taken
Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818
DECORATING & Sea load sizes ot our
m www.rbtimber.uk

SERVICES
—_—

KITCHENS
—

L;)VGS
"~ 10GS_|

FOR SALE
Mainly Ash

£120, £220, £390
loads delivered

Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or

DA SMITH
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmith@live.co.uk

07841 664 53 - a2 836221

GARDENING

Dragonfly
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
¢ Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming
¢ Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture
with a local major Garden Centre
Registered Waste Carrier
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

GARDENING
SERVICES

JEFS

Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,

Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote
07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES

GRASS CUTTING

COVERING REDDITCH,
STUDLEY & BROMSGROVE

No job too small
Locally based

cai 079512 852290

HANDYMAN
—

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE

Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

BEST LEAVE
ITT0 THE :

CIJet_':k out our
Classified pages!

PLUMBING
—

SB ¢

Plumbmg& Heatmg

* Gas Fires
* Gas Cookers

* Gas Central Heating
and Maintenance.

+ Gas Appliance Landlord/home
+ Safety Checks.
* Plumbing faults/installation.

Email stuart4heating@gmail.com
www.sbdplumbing.co.uk
Call me for domestic work
MOBILE

@ 07951 485329 B

To Advertise
call

01327
288688

ROOFING
—

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS
No job too big or
10% r too small
Fully guaranteed
Al.l. Rﬂo NG and insured
REPAI Written quotes
available
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning
Mobile: 07467159012
% Office: 01521962 972
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk
ROOFING
[

SKIP HIRE
—

AZS SKIPS

For

Redditch Skip

Hire Ltd

all your domestic and

(L

4-40 yard skips available ‘ljrop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

ial skip requir

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS
—

Contact us today

Tree & Landscape Specialsts is a trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

TREE & LANDSCAPE

0800 747 1704 + LAN

treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com

www treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk
Aowor (o ge

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

Gold Crest

Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

— ALSO —

Passenger
Assistants

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639

Require the following in the Redditch,

The Standard, Friday April 10, 2026

Appomtments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01927 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

10 FILL?

We can offer you....

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantimedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivant»edia
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www.carfinder247.co.uk

THIS YEAR Rolls-Royce Motor Cars marks
a special triple anniversary - three ground-
breaking Experimental (EX) motor cars, built
during the Goodwood-era, are recording 20,
15 and 10 years since their respective unveil-

gs.

Each of these motor cars played a foundational role
in establishing Rolls-Royce’s contemporary design lan-
guage, technology, engineering hallmarks and commit-
ment to Bespoke individualisation.

Unlike conventional concept cars, which are used to
ask the market what it wants, EX motor cars are devel-
oped to answer specific needs and desires.

These models were identified through Rolls-Royce’s
deep understanding of its clients and a clear view of
what comes next.

They allow Rolls-Royce’s engineers to evaluate inno-
vative technologies, advanced production methods, and
bold new material palettes. The three Goodwood-era EX
cars are part of a through-line going back to 1EX, which
Henry Royce built in 1919.

101EX made its debut at the 2006 Geneva Motor
Show.

A full four-seat coupé with twin coach doors, it was
built on the same aluminium spaceframe as Phantom
VII, but is 240 mm shorter.

Combined with bodywork constructed from carbon
fibre composite, and power from a 6.75-litre V12
engine, it was designed to have a more performance-
and driver-focused character than its larger sibling.

It also has a lower roofline and shallower glass area -
the Pantheon grille is discreetly reclined and extended
back across a brushed aluminium bonnet and wind-
screen surround.

102EX has a unique place in history as the first bat-
tery electric vehicle (BEV) ever built by Rolls-Royce.

Mount Pieasant Giarage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all MoT classes

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Tel: 01327 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch BS7 4JG
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am- 6.00pm

ELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

rT. ‘1,\1. At

__"Mechanical Repalrs

01527 875565 . 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Also known as the Phantom occupants with precious and con- Vehicle Testing Vehicle Testing
Experimental Electric (EE), it was temporary materials carefully cho- —— =
created as a one-off, working test sen to create a feeling of lightness,
bed for alternative drive-train tech- simplicity and effomgess eﬁﬂgmce, CHA&%%%%EI\%ARD
nologies. X The seats are replaced with an opu-

Thus represented the first tangible lent sofa, which, thanks to artful PRIVATE CAR COMMERCIAL&FLEET
step on the road that would lead to lighting, appears to ‘float’ within the SERVICING,
the advent of Spectre, more than a ¢cocoon of the cabin. MECHANICAL REPAIRS
decade later. At 5.9 metres long and 1.6 metres MoT TESTING INCLUDIN

One of the most significant engi- high - the samegdimensions as CLASSL7GANTD MIEINEI %%‘g/E%LASS 5
neering challenges was converting Phantom Extended — 103EX guar- VEHICLE R](ECOVERY SERV)ICE
3?1}’12111;1% ;l::; é;n; Ig;rt%crtlcy a;)fgf)l;ﬁ %nteesha G;a.nd Arrival t}':)r itss owner% VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS

) 'or the first time, the Spirit o
power steering and ABS to heating Ecstasy was made in glass and illu- ASEOH] ';{glwxbsbolr’i'g\lfrs.gR'AL RSTATE,
and audio, to batte: ower. i
OBk hed what vas. then the "nated from below. \___ 01527 875432837070 J

largest capacity battery fitted to a
motor car anywhere in the world: its
wireless induction charging system
was also a world first.

Following its Geneva debut,
102EX embarked on a year-long
‘world tour’ of client, media and
public events, culminating in a land-
mark appearance at the prestigious
Consumer Electronics Show in Las

R o - All Aspects of Motor Servicing

45 years experience locally

sioned a special ‘Vision’ motor car
named 103EX, which would define
the future of luxury.

Hand-built using the most
advanced materials, and powered
by a zero emissions powertrain, it
revealed a future in which Rolls-
Royce offered clients a completely
personal, effortless and autonomous
experience.

The passenger cabin, known as
‘The Grand Sanctuary’, surrounds

Competitive Prices

| ...and a few comments from very satisfied customers:
“ Such Helpful and Friendly service...

cnn s Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working
—ee— around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks

* HONDA - TOYOTA  SUZUKI
Vel M@{E@E
&\5,

-

+ SUBARU - MAZDA
1999 - 2014 MODELS

PLEASE CALL DOMINIC

07381366064
HAGLEY CARS

EST. 40 YEARS




N LANDMARK

LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS
FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB
* Block Paving * Patms * Slabbing * Driveways

. * Turfing * Gravelli
* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing
d for 5 Years - No Deposit Required

Chediatradec: Google (&)

Standard *

Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning

33 Years Experlence in Homculture wnh a
local major Garden Centre

CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797 | 01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

720401280

Published by Bulivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House,
Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire B98 88P
Printed by Newsquest, Newspaper House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, Oxfordshire OX2 OEJ

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Spa beaten by Pegasus again
as play-off race intensifies

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

il

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH mm'l?
Spa shipped five goals in a 4ot
home defeat against Hereford Tt
Pegasus after battling to a nar-
row victory away at Longlevens
AFC. b
Spa suffered a 5-3 home defeat e
against Challenge Cup final oppo- { R
nents Hereford at the King George
Playing Fields on Easter Monday. R
That came after Droitwich ended -
a three-game winless run with a
1-0 victory at Longlevens at Saw
Mills End.
The results mean Spa sit fourth | ek
in the Hellenic League Premier y
Division table, four points clear of
the chasing pack in the race for a
play-off spot. \
Droitwich came up short against "o “
Hereford for the third time this sea- *
son as Jordan Williamson scored
four goals for the visitors to blow
the Saltmen away.
Hereford raced into a three-goal
lead as Jack Calvillo-Howes broke
the deadlock on 17 minutes fol-
lowing a goalmouth scramble at a
corner.
And Pegasus doubled their lead
on 23 minutes when Williamson Be : ashes a header aga
tapped home after a long throw 0Ssha e b athe aso
from the left reached the striker at

i

goal of the game 10 minutes later
after the Droitwich defence failed
to deal with a long goal kick.

The Saltmen scored a consola-
tion goal on 89 minutes when Ben
Tilbury finished from the penalty
spot after Carlos Moreira handled
the ball in the box.

However, prior to defeat against
Hereford, Spa ended a run of three
games without a win at Longlevens
as Charlie Tilley’s first-half goal
proved decisive.

Longlevens went close early on
as Jack Beardsell headed wide of
goal when well-placed in the open-
ey ! ing couple of minutes.

However, the Saltmen broke
the deadlock on 27 minutes when
Tilley finished Nathan Binner’s
through ball from close range.

Spa almost added a second goal
as James Baldwin saw his effort
7 saved after he dribbled past several

; Longlevens defenders.

R And James Lemon could not
keep his follow-up effort under
control as the ball sailed wide of
the post.

Longlevens pushed for a leveller
late on in the second half as Lemon
headed the ball off the line follow-
ing a corner.

And Spa goalkeeper Stockton
made two crucial stops at the
death as he first kept out Cameron
Williams’ free-kick and then denied
Beardsell from close range.

Droitwich are next in action

the back post.

Williamson struck again for the
visitors two minutes later as his
shot deflected off Reiss Taylor-
Randle and into the net.

Spa immediately reduced the
deficit when Taylor-Randle fin-
ished from close range.

And Droitwich closed the gap
to a single goal after the break

on 53 minutes as substitute Alex
Dugmore burst through and pro-
duced a confident finish past the
goalkeeper.

However, Williamson completed

his hat-trick on 62 minutes with
a chip over the onrushing Joe
Stockton following a mix-up at the
back.

And Williamson scored his fourth

against Worcester Raiders on
Saturday, April 11 with kick-off
at 3pm at the Diary of a Debt
Collector Stadium.
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JEFFERIES

TYRES

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

Engine tuning
® MOT preparation and submission
for final MOT

® Cam belt replacement

® Clutch Replacement

@ General repairs

@ Welding

® Servicing

@ Insurance work welcome

@ Supply and fit all parts for all

makes & models
All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in .
Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE
0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



