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Father pays moving
tribute to toddler son

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A DROITWICH dad has paid
tribute to his “giggly, happy”
21-month-old boy, Tobias-John
Doyle, after two people were
charged with his murder.

Simon Doyle, from Droitwich, has
described his young son, who died in
December 2023, as his best friend
and said he put a smile on everyone’s
face.

Mr Doyle’s tribute came after Omiel
Gordon, 35, of Butterwick Drive,
Leicester; and Shalom Morgan, 23,
of Morledge Street, Leicester; were
both charged with the murder of
Tobias-John, more than two years
after his death.

Gordon and Morgan have also both
been charged with causing or allow-
ing the death of a child and with child
cruelty.

Paying tribute to his son, Mr Doyle
told The Standard: “Tobias was real-
ly happy and giggly, he brought a
smile to everyone’s face.

“He was my best friend and really
was a breath of fresh air. He changed
my life for the better, being around
him was just pure happiness.

“He was perfect; he never got
angry, never cried.”

A particularly fond memory

involved mornings with Tobias, when
the toddler would whisper ‘dad’ to
him, before eventually shouting it.

Mr Doyle also recalled how Tobias
loved dinosaurs and would often pre-
tend to be one.

The grieving father said: “I'd never
felt love like that before — I just
wanted to give him a good life.

“When you have a child, you share
everything with them, your sandwich,
your drink, your ice cream — they're a
part of you. I would tell all parents to
cherish moments with your children,
embrace the mess and don't let the
little things impact your life, because
when the mess isn’t there any more,
you'll miss it.”

The father of 21

month-old

Tobias-John Doyle

has paid tribute to his

‘giggly, happy best
friend.’

Police were contacted by East
Midlands Ambulance Service on
November 29, 2023, who were in
attendance at an address in Mulberry
Avenue, Leicester.

Tobias was taken to hospital
from the address but sadly died on
December 2, 2023

Gordon and Morgan were first

arrested in November 2023, follow-
ing Tobias’ hospital admission.

A complex investigation has since
been carried out, during which fam-
ily liaison officers provided support
to Mr Doyle.

Gordon and Morgan appeared
at Leicester Magistrates’ Court on
Monday and, after appearing at
Leicester Crown Court on Wednesday,
both were remanded.Morgan will
have a bail application hearing on
‘Wednesday and both will appear at
Leicester Crown Court on May 26 for
a pre-trial preparation hearing.

Senior investigating officer, Det
Insp Kevin Hames, said: “My thoughts
very much remain with Tobias and
everyone who is affected by his
extremely sad death.

“This is a complex investigation
and I do want to thank those who
have pr0v1ded support during this
time.”

Droitwich vicar Rev Laura Handy
also paid tribute to Tobias. She said:
“Rest in peace, little man. You are so
loved and will always be remembered
by the many, many people your life
has touched. Until we meet again, be
at peace.”

Mr Doyle will run 50km this month,
to raise money for child bereavment
support charity Sands.

He has raised £220 so far.

Visit fundraising.sands.org.uk/
fundraisers/simondoyle to donate.
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YEAR six students at Alvechurch C of E

Middle School have recently learnt vital

life-saving skills as part of a human
body topic.

During their learning, pupils asked ques-
tions around first aid and the heart.

A spokesperson for the school said: “With
lots of cardiac arrests happening in the news
and sport, it felt like a great learning opportu-
nity to merge science with first aid.”

The event was organised by Mr Pattison to
raise awareness and the practical workshop

was delivered by Andy Thurgood, an emer-
gency nurse and paramedic.
He taught the students how to undertake
PR

The spokesperson added: “We would like
to pass on our thanks for Andy for delivering
such an engaging session.”

Andy Thurgood, paramedic and emer-
gency nurse, with Geore, Jackson,
Erin, Freya and Mr Pattison, head of
KS2 science. s

INDIVIDUAL
VISITS
WELCOME

Outstanding
results at GCSE,
A level & IB

Very wide range
of co-curricular
activities
included in fees

Lunch and break
time snacks
included

Extensive daily
transport routes

ELVAN RS = EDAIES Gl PALUIINEE

®* ACADEMIC RIGOUR

Call 01527 579679 or email admissions@bromsgrove-school.co.uk

www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
720 pupils aged 2 - 13 ¢ 1060 pupils aged 13 - 18
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Here’s where

you can

get

help if needed

PEOPLE are being urged to make sure
they get the right treatment over the
May Day bank holiday weekend.

The Minor Injury Unit (MIU) at
Bromsgrove’s Princess of Wales Community
Hospital will be open from 8am to 8pm eve-
ryday, including the bank holiday Monday.
Extended x-ray services will be available
from 9am until 5pm on Saturday, Sunday
and Monday, May 2, 3 and 4

People are urged to go to the MIU for minor
injuries, rather than to A&E at Redditch’s
Alexandra Hospital or the Worcestershire
Royal.

Waiting times are often shorter and
patients can be seen a lot quicker.

MIUSs are open throughout weekends and
bank holidays, treating injuries such as
sprains, simple fractures, cuts, burns, minor
head injuries and wound infections.

Using the local MIU when appropriate
helps reduce waiting times and keeps emer-
gency departments free for more serious
cases.

Pharmacies also offer expert confidential
advice for minor incidents and illnesses as
well as medicines for a range of minor ail-
ments.

On May Day bank holiday Monday, May
4, in Bromsgrove, Knights Pharmacy,
Birmingham Road, will be open from 12pm
to 3pm.

The pharmacy at Tesco Extra, Coldfield
Drive, Redditch, is open from 10am to 4pm
and Boots in the Kingffisher Centre will be
open between 10.30am and 4.30pm.

People can visit: 111.nhs.uk or call 111 to
get advice from trained NHS staff, including
signposting to the best service to meet their
healthcare needs.

SPECIALISTS IN

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding

ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586
Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH

www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk

Longbridge
Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

Longbrid Igu
' Chadding ¢ s Rnu"nn Lid

See
page
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For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Noftices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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Meeting called
after fears over
new housing

Residents alarmed by planning bids

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A CALL has been made to ensure
Droitwich’s voice is heard after an
influx of planning applications raised
concerns.

Residents can gain a clearer idea of what
different types of planning applications mean
— and what role they can play in supporting
or opposing them — by attending a meet-
ing between 6pm and 7pm on Tuesday at
Droitwich Community Hall.

Worcestershire County Councillors and
other invited speakers will answer questions
about the planning system.

County councillor Dan Birch arranged the
meeting after residents expressed concern
to him.

In December, plans for 100 affordable
homes on a field off Tagwell Road were given
the go-ahead. A recent bid to build up to
180 homes on land at Chawson Lane, and an
application for 475 homes on land at Hanbury
Road, have particularly worried residents.

Concern was expressed about the potential
increase in traffic and impact on infrastruc-
ture.

Developer St Phillips, which submitted the
mooted Chawson Lane development bid, said
the local planning authority could not dem-

onstrate five-year housing land supply and
the proposals would significantly contribute
to addressing Wychavon'’s affordable housing
crisis.

A transport assessment and travel plan for
the Hanbury Road proposal, commissioned by
Ainscough Strategic Land, concluded the pro-
posed development was considered accept-
able in transport and planning terms.

Coun Birch said: “We have seen an influx
of planning applications within Droitwich Spa
lately, with Tagwell Road, Hanbury Road and
Chawson Lane. We will provide more advice
and guidance as to how we, as a town, can
influence planning applications.

“I see the comments and I obviously live in
the town too.

“If it were up to me, we wouldn’t be build-
ing in Droitwich at anywhere near the rate we
have been.

“However, it is not up to me, nor often the
council, to decide on where developers decide
they want to apply to build — that’s up to the
landowners.

“Similarly, planning officers are tied down
by both government housing targets and
national planning policy.

“That’s why, if we want to see the level
of development reduce and, perhaps more
importantly, the level of infrastructure
increase, it’s important we look at how we
can work together to achieve this.”

The team from Berry Hill MoT Centre - Will, Mick, Dave, Rob, Tess and Bob -
are celebrating being shortlisted in the best customer service’ category of the
Automechanika Birmingham 2026 Garage Awards. s

Garage in with a shot at big award

A DROITWICH garage has
made it through to the
final of a prestigious award
scheme.

Berry Hill MoT Centre Ltd
has been shortlisted in the
best customer service sec-
tion of the Automechanika
Birmingham 2026 Garage
Awards.

The team will find out if
they have won the accolade
at the awards ceremony at
Birmingham’s NEC on June

"Berry Hill MoT Centre Ltd

has been going for three
years. Prior to that it was
part of the Blue Door Taxi
Group and serviced the pri-
vate-hire vehicles.

Rob Day, one of the direc-
tors, who has been in the
motor servicing trade for 20
years, said: “This is the first
time we have been short-
listed like this and we are all

0 proud.

“We all work as a team
— from the mechanics and
MoT testers to reception-
ists and office staff — and

we pride ourselves on our
customer service.”

The garage has 71 reviews
on Google — all five-star —
and testimonials mention
customer service as one of
the main reasons for using
the centre.

Rob added: “If a car fails
an MoT or needs work, we
talk through the situation
with the customer and show
them behind the scenes —
it's all about how they feel
when they arrive and how
they feel when they leave.”

Road cordoned off after stabbing

A MAN aged in his 20s
was taken to hospi-
tal after a stabbing in
Frankley Beeches Road,
in Northfield, at around
10.45pm on Friday, April
24.

He sustained serious
injuries and the road was
cordoned off the following
day while forensic investi-
gations were carried out.

Detectives have made
extensive enquuiries, spo-

ken to people living nearby
and analysed CCTV.

Witnesses, or anyone
else with information,
should call police on 101
or Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111.

.,

STOKE PRIOR @@

SPORTS & COUNTRY CLUB
k-

FOR TICKETS

LADIES
NIGHT

HOSTED BY
1ZZY WURFIT
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ONLY
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LI SATURDAY 9TH MAY, 8PM

LIVE CABARET BONKERS BINGO & MALE STRIP SHOW

Stoke Prior Sports & Country Club, Westonhall Road, Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove B60 4AL | www.stokeprior.club
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Connor turns on the jets

REDDITCH runner Connor
Barker smashed the London
Marathon in just over four
hours, cheered on by fam-
ily as he raised funds for
Derwen College Charity.

Connor took on the 26.2-
mile challenge in memory of
his dad Brian Hodgkinson
and to support his younger
sister Amy, who is a per-
forming arts student at the
specialist college.

Connor has raised more
than £1,500 for the school.

He said: “A massive thank
you to my partner and family
for attending and supporting
me every step of the way.

“Making yourself heard in
such an incredible atmos-
phere gave me the extra
push when | needed it most!
It meant the world to me
having them there.”

“To everyone who has
donated and helped me pre-
pare for this event: Thank
you.

“Your kindness has been
overwhelming and has made
every single mile worth it.

“The atmosphere in
London was amazing from
start to finish — what an
experience.”

Bryony Wesson, Derwen
charity fundraiser, said: “A
huge thank you to Connor
for all his hard work — the
training, the long runs in all
weathers and the incredible
fundraising.

“He’'s been a brilliant
ambassador for Derwen
Charity and the young peo-
ple we support.”

Money raised for Derwen
Charity helps fund additional
experiences and opportuni-
ties for students and clients
at Derwen College, helping
them to develop independ-
ence, confidence and skills
for adulthood.

Visit 2026tcslondonmara
thon.enthuse.com/pf/con
nor-barker to donate.
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Theéfinarathons just
keep-on coming

Jordan and Cian Adams have raised nearly £700,000 for Alzheimer Research UK. s

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

REDDITCH’S ‘FTD Brothers’
have raised almost £700,000
for Alzheimer Research UK and
set off on their latest challenge
this week: to run 32 marathons
across all of Ireland’s counties
in 32 days.

Jordan and Cian Adams grew up
with their sister, Kennedy, and parents,
Geraldine and Glenn.

In 2010, mum Geraldine was diag-
nosed with early-onset frontotemporal
dementia (FTD) at the age of 46, after
years of symptoms and a long search
for answers. She died in 2016, aged
just 52.

FTD runs in the family due to a

mutation in the microtubule-associated
protein tau gene.

After their mum’s death, the siblings
faced the difficult decision of whether
to be tested for the condition.

Kennedy was found not to carry the
gene but results confirmed Jordan and
Cian had inherited it.

That means both will almost certainly
develop symptoms in their early 40s
and die within 10 years of diagnosis.

Despite that devastating reality, the
brothers have dedicated themselves
to fundraising and awareness for
Alzheimer’s Research UK.

On Sunday, Jordan and Cian started
their marathon challenge in London,
with Jordan running with a 25kg fridge
on his back.

He said he wanted to show people
that ‘no matter what they carry, they
don’t have to carry it alone’.

He added: “I embarked on the great-
est challenge of my life in many ways
but, in all honesty, it is nothing in
comparison to weight I have carried
since the age of 15. The marathon has a
funny way on offering a representation
of the rollercoaster that is life — the ups
and downs.

“To every person on Sunday who
ran by me and shared kind words, who
passed me water, who offered me a gel.
To all of you who were deafening with
your support on the sidelines — I can
never thank you enough.”

This week the brothers have covered
Antrim, Derry and Donegal.

Their late mother was extremely
proud of her Irish roots and the family
has, sadly ,lost 13 Irish relatives to the
disease.

Visit www.gofundme.com/f/theftd
brothers to donate.

Sat 9th &
Sun 10th May

10am -

4pm

Needle Mill Lane, Riverside, Redditch, B98 8HY
www.forgemill.org.uk 01527 62509

Classic cars & military vehicles
Civilian & army life displays
Costumed re-enactors

Model planes & boats

Live music with Helen Pearson
on Saturday & The Lancashire
Belle on Sunday

Cost: Adults £4 Children FREE

° @

FORGE MILL
NEEDLE MUSEUM
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A BROMSGROVE man inspired by
his avid-knitter wife to invent a
pom pom maker, is now looking
for shops to stock his product.

It all began when David Northcote’s wife
June asked him to make some pom poms
for her baby knitting.

In his search for pom pom making devic-
es, David discovered one store had sold
out and found that a pom pom maker he
did buy was “well beyond him to operate”
as it was extremely difficult to use.

He headed to his garden shed at home in
Lickey, cut up some plastic and made his
own version of the device.

David, who is 80 and long retired, told
The Standard: “My wife was well pleased
and told a few other family knitters about
them.

“They were interested and so I made
some more and sent them to her knitting
friends. The comments which came back
said they were ‘easy peasy to use’.”

That was enough to encourage David to
patent his design. He sent off the forms
and after just four weeks, the application
was accepted and his design registered.

Over time, David experimented with
different materials and, on the advice of
the patent officer, has since submitted the
patents for six variations of his creation.

He added: “Again, during this time I
have shown more friends and other family
members, who have all congratulated me
and said how fantastic they are.”

The garden shed innovator is now hop-
ing to start a business and seeking outlets
to stock his Easy Peasy pom pom makers.

“My wife said: ‘David, you are 80,
but I have purchased machines, printers,
papers, hanging bags and have now pro-

“Easy Peasy”
| Pom-pom maker

.‘\

David Northcote with one
of his pom pom makers.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
1826005MMR1

duced many thousands of four different
versions,” said David.

He has written to a number of out-
lets including Dunelm, B&M, The Range,
Hobbycraft and more, explaining his jour-
ney and offering them the chance to try
out his pom pom makers with a view to
stocking them.

He has been disappointed, however,
after not receiving a single reply.

David contacted The Standard in a bid
to “tell his story” to our readers and to
see if we could help find a stockist for the
Easy Peasy pom pom makers.

“This reminds me of when Mr Dyson
started with his first invention,” said David,
“no one would listen to him so he invested
in himself — and look at him now.

“I have financed all my invention and
have now invested well over £4,000 from
our OAP [old-age pension] savings but I
am struggling to get anyone to give me a
chance of even showing them my product,
or how good and easy my invention is.

“It makes single and double pom poms
and in 3D - something no other pom pom
maker can do.

“I have also developed an extra large
pom pom maker, designed for arthritic
hands so it could be used as part of activ-
ity sessions in care homes, but still no-one
seems interested.

“Research on the internet stresses the
importance of getting kids away from
watching TV and also that pom pom
making is up 26 per cent in the last nine
months.

“It has also increased its popularity on
TikTok.”

Any shops or outlets interested in try-
ing David’s Easy Peasy pom pom makers,
with a view to stocking them, can con-
tact The Standard by emailing editor@
bromsgrovestandard.co.uk, or by calling
01527 588657.
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Help garden
shed inventor
find home for
pom pom maker
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A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
RELIABLE SERVICE...

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

Don’t despair
help is here!
WE CAN REPLACE THEM

* Locks
Call us for a free quote

* Hinges
* Mirrors
* Misted Glass
* Safety Glass
* Decorative Glass
* Cat Flaps in Glass
* Conversatory Repairs
* Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
* UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories
Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
U.pP.u.C.

WINDOWS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

WINDOWS &

SUPPLIED _
FITTED
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Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors Back Doors
Composite Doors

(T EWIIRE N VISA

call Jon on 01527 857 786
or 07931198 152

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

Solihull
Whether you're V|”C|ge
after an action packed
later life or looking to
wind down and relax,

Solihull Village
could be the
place for you

To discover more about village life and our beautiful retirement apartments, call 0121 227 3670
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Go much more than

self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Lo

We can help you move house bU|Id an extension or

start a new hobby
\
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WESTON—SUPER—MARE
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hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN
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I I self storage
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by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

A SCOUT from Redditch is celebrat-
ing after achieving the King’s Scout
Award.

Linnea Dudfield joined fellow winners at
‘Windsor Castle, with chief scout Dwayne
Fields.

Scout ambassadors including astronaut
Tim Peake, climber Mahroof Mallika and
adventurer Darren Edwards joined the cel-
ebration.

The award recognises outstanding per-
sonal achievement and is earned by scouts
aged 16 to 25.

To achieve it, young people completed
challenges mcludmg community volunteer-
ing, undertaking expeditions in wild country
and taking part in five-day residential experi-
ences in a new environment.

They also developed an existing talent or
learned new skills that build on what they
have gained through scouting. Along the
way, the award winners delivered projects
that made a remarkable impact and left a
lasting legacy in their local communities.

Chief scout Mr Fields passed on his huge
congratulations to everyone who achieved
their King’s Scout Award.

“This is something truly special,” he said.
“It shows the grit, determination and passion
you've put into your scouting journey.

“You've stepped up, shown leadership,

Linnea, third from left, alongside fellow Worcestershire winners of the award. s

pushed yourselves and made a real differ-
ence to the people around you.

“That’s what being a scout is all about.

“This award isn’t just a pat on the back for
what you've done so far, it’s a reminder of
the incredible potential you've got for what-
ever comes next.

“‘I'm excited to see where you go from
here.

“Keep pushing forward, keep saying ‘yes’
to new challenges and keep leading the
way.

ng s Scout Award winner Linnea said:

“Completing my King’s Scout Award felt
like the final step after working through all
the sections and it’s been a really rewarding
journey overall. My expedition in Dartmoor
was a great experience, shared with people I
knew, where I was able to bring my naviga-
tion skills to the team.

“Alongside this, I supported my local scout
HQ as a young leader and developed my
drumming by improving my technique, play-
ing at school and with a band.

“I also worked through ballet grades as
part of my physical activity.

“Looking back, the award has helped me
grow in teamwork, communication and con-
fidence and I now feel much more comfort-
able speaking to people I don’t know.”

The annual event at Windsor Castle has
taken place since 1934, on the Sunday clos-
est to St George’s Day, and is dedicated to
celebrating the achievements and develop-
ment of young people.

‘nh

FOUR NIGHT SUMMER STAYS

All include four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Monday 4th May - Friday 8th May Was £309 NOW £258pp
Monday 11th May - Friday 15th May Was £315 NOW £262pp
Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May Was £329 NOW £272pp
Monday 1st June - Friday 5th June Was £329 NOW £272pp
Monday 8th June - Friday 12th June Was £335 NOW £283pp
Monday 22nd June-Friday 29th June Was £339 NOW £289pp
Monday 31st August - Friday 4th Sept Was £395 NOW £309pp

Friday 1st May - Monday 4th May
Friday 8th May - Monday 11th May
Friday 15th May - Monday 18th May
Friday 22nd May - Monday 25th May
Friday 5th June - Monday 8th June
Friday 12th June - Monday 15th June
Friday 19th June - Monday 22nd June
Friday 26th June - Monday 29th June

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH FREE BAR

All include three nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm & optional coach travel

Amazing
Offers

Up To

25%
OFF

Was £285 NOW £259pp
Was £285 NOW £251pp
Was £285 NOW £251pp
Was £295 NOW £239pp
Was £295 NOW £262pp
Was £305 NOW £268pp
Was £315 NOW £272pp
Was £315 NOW £272pp

To book or for fu

ther information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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Banned from

the woods

A MAN and a woman who aban-
doned 90 rabbits in a wood in
Chaddesley Corbett have been
banned from keeping animals
for life but have avoided jail.

After Kevin Lewis and Michelle
Deakin dumped the animals, 23
of the rabbits were found dead
at Chaddesley Wood, Tanwood
Lane, in between Kidderminster
and Bromsgrove, on November 11,
2024. The rest were found in poor
condition.

Members of the public contacted
the RSPCA and the charity brought
the prosecution.

At  Birmingham Magistrates
Court, as well as being banned
for keeping animals for life, Lewis,
49, and Deakin, 51, of Yardley
Wood Road, Highters Heath, were
both sentenced to 18 weeks in
prison, suspended for 18 months.
Lewis was also told to complete 25

Rehabilitation Activity (RAR) days
and Deakin 20 RAR days.

Lewis pleaded guilty to two
offences under Animal Welfare Act
2006 and Deakin pleaded guilty to
one animal welfare offence.

RSPCA Inspector Boris Lasserre
attended the scene and, in a state-
ment presented to the court, he
recalled how he found numerous
dead rabbits.

“Some were scattered individu-
ally, while others were in groups.

“I also found two live rabbits.

“I gathered up and bagged all the
dead rabbits I could find and in total
there were 23.”

A large number of the live rabbits
were collected by members of the
public, while 56 were taken in by
Lucky Bunny and Friends Rescue.

Some of the rabbits presented
with various health concerns and
four - later looked after by a foster

The rabbits who survived had to be rescued by the RSPCA after they were dumped in
Chaddesley Wood. Picture courtesy of the RSPCA. s

carer - had to be transferred to
the Birmingham Animal Hospital at
RSPCA Newbrook Animal Centre in
Frankley.

The defendants attended
Newbrook Animal Centre four days
after the discovery of the rabbits.
As well as identifying themselves as
the rabbits’ owners, they confirmed
they had released them into the
woods.

Insp Lasserre went to the defend-
ants’ home and saw how the rabbits
had been kept in two downstairs
rooms.

A vet who examined 11 of the
dead rabbits and two live ones taken
to Newbrook Animal Centre said
most smelt strongly of urine and
ammonia and almost all of them had
skin tears and lacerations to their
ears, scrotums and noses. Some
wounds were severe, with one rab-
bit having lost most of an ear lobe.

Two with lacerations had caused
their testicles to prolapse. Many of
the rabbits were underweight.

The vet described the wounds as
‘traumatic’, adding they were due to
infighting between the rabbits over
territory, social dominance, mating
or food.

“Their presence suggested they
had been kept in unsuitable social
groups of mixed genders and ages
and in poor housing which would
have caused physical and mental
distress for at least six to eight
weeks.”

In mitigation, the court heard the
couple used to take in unwanted
rabbits and cats but had become
overwhelmed and were in £25,000
of debt.

Both defendants were told to pay
a victim surcharge of $£154, with
Lewis having to pay a contribution
to court costs of £350 and Deakin

£200 costs.

Speaking after the sentencing,
Insp Lasserre said: “Financial hard-
ship can be no excuse for abandon-
ing pet rabbits like this as there are
always other options.

“These poor rabbits were left to
fend for themselves in the wild and
it was shocking to see how many
had been left to their fates.

“We can only thank the members
of the public and Lucky Bunny and
Friends who came to their assist-
ance as a large number of live rab-
bits were taken to places of safety.

“Abandoned and neglected rab-
bits are an increasing problem and
the RSPCA is seeing more and more
coming into our care.

“Before considering such drastic
action people should seek help and
the RSPCA has a cost of living hub
which is designed to assist own-
ers.”

12 Plants
For £5.25
or 5 Trays *
For £25 &
(60 plants)

£1.95 EACH OR 10 PLANTS FOR £18

-

D
{©) ROWBERRYS '
The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

\\%MWWW

PREMIUM HOME-GROWN
HANGING BASKETS
ey

Massive choice of Fuchsias,
Basket Plants, Geraniums &

Begonias

Regal
i Pelargoniums

Only £5.99

each

or 2 for £10

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Tel:

Mon-Wed: 8.30 am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm
'Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

01562 777 003
DON'T FORGET TO VISIT OUR FARM

SHOP, DELI & FARM BUTCHERY

Wide selection of local British produce
Sweet treats, cake, pastries and

pies galore
BBQ items available on our
Butchery Counter
Home cooked meals and afternoon
tea's available in our Restaurant

. Grow your
‘f  own herbs,
veggies and
fruit plants
Huge
selection
M ) available now

~

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁl’ind us on Facebook




PAGE 8

The EDDIEbus
Here for you!

For 40 years the EDDIEbus has been providing a wheelchair
friendly minibus service for groups of elderly people in the
Bromsgrove District, taking them out for day trips.

We now have plenty of availability (and now drivers!) to be able
to take groups of people from Care and Retirement Homes and
from Retirement and Social Groups within Bromsgrove District.

So, if you are an Organiser of such a group and are interested in
using the EDDIEbus contact GEOFF for further details,
availability and Bookings

07805 400180

Website theeddiebus.org.uk
Everyday Drives for Disabled Independent and Elderly.
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First marathon
is real success

A REDDITCH charity runner has
completed his first ever marathon
at the age of 63, raising more than
£2,000 for three charities.

Bernard Sugden smashed the five-
hour mark in the recent Manchester
Marathon, after only taking up distance
running seven years ago.

He said: “With around 40,000 run-
ners, the atmosphere was amazing and
there were tens of thousands of sup-
porters lining most of the route to cheer
us on.

“It was a very emotional experience
that made those months of training
around the pavements of Redditch
worthwhile.

“I couldn’t have done it without the
support of Redditch STARS members
who organised training runs for the
group of us who did the marathon and
forced me to get out of bed for the cold,
dark and wet training runs.

“I'm also so grateful to everyone
who generously donated to my three
good causes including Bromsgrove and
Redditch Welcome Refugees (BRWR), help-
ing me to exceed my sponsorship target.”

The cash Bernard raised will also be split
between the British Heart Foundation and
Prostate Cancer UK

Bernard, a retired Nokia sales director,
chose the Manchester Marathon after a close
friend died during a heart operation in

At the wake, the man’s daughter and her
friend said they would tackle the marathon
in his honour.

Bernard said: “I wasn’t ready back then but
now that I am, it had to be Manchester.”

And, in answer to whether he would take
on another marathon: “Well probably not as
the last 10km were very hard and I really had
to push myself.

“But I finished and was actually close to
achieving my target time.

“So now the pain has subsided, I am
already wondering if I could improve.”

Bernard has Just Giving pages for all three
charities.

Visit justgiving.com/page/bernard-sugden-
10 for his BRWR page.

Bernard during the marathon. s

» 09.05.2026

ELTON'S SONG
BEYONDTHE °

PIANO LESSONS

AT ARTRIX

ADULTS £50 - 60 MINS
CHILDREN £25 - 30 MINS
THURSDAYS: 3:30PM - 6:00PM

SLOTS AVAILABLE
EMAIL:

BOXOFFICEQARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

G

e

YELLOW BRICK ROAD

14TH MAY 2026 )
DOORS 13:00 | STARTS 19:30

4

ROMEO
JULIET

FROM THE 2018
COMPANY PRODUCTION
ERICA WHYMAN

MUSIC BY SOPHIE COTTON

12.05.2026

PRODUCTION BY ROBERTO GERHARD

11.05.2026

LIVE MUSIC:
3RD MAY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIBUTE

4TH MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON SINGS CAROLE KING
8TH MAY: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS

9TH MAY: OASISH

14TH MAY: ELTON’S SONG - ELTON JOHN TRIBUTE
15th MAY: THIS IS MERSEYBEAT

16TH MAY: CLASSIC ROCK REVIVAL

17th. MAY: CELEBRATING CELINE - A NEW DAY
22ND MAY: FRANKIE - THE CONCERT (FT THE FALSETTOS)
29TH MAY: RHINESTONE COWBOY: GLEN CAMBELL STORY
30th MAY: BURN DEEP PURPLE TRIBUTE
5th JUNE: THE CARPENTERS EXPERIENCE

SPONSOR A
S

ARTRIX MEMBERSHIP

LAUNCH EVENT

31°T MAY 2026

SPM-7PM
ANE
=
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ICON PALACE

O

REDDITCH PALACGE THEATRE
UPCOMING EVENTS

14TH MAY 2026

S —
TOP UK ¥ hormachty evierminiE iy
i uc
" B °
W L}

REDDITCH

THE UK'S PREMIER COMEDY CLUB

¥ 72N
] Kazeem Milton Tony Kevin
Jarmal Jones = Danbel

16TH MAY 2026
[} PR i“i >

: “KYLIE
CHEQI » SPICE CIRLS

ADON
m n“l“ulcom i LITTLE MIX N MILEY CYRUS

2ls*r MAY 2026 22N[] MAY 2026 93RD MAY 2026

For more booking and ticket information visit
redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk or scan the QR code!
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE, CALL STORE TO ARRANGE
Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching sofas.
* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
EVETELIEY

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

» Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
* Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

¢¢rabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!*®

(CB August 2025)

CHOICE OF
BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF
SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

I_"_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

facebook

. 01905 796 507

¥eX Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
EXTRA SAVINGS THIS WEEKEND

Lopal Family

7y |

1 S

AT
(\ HIGHGROVE

—= 20"/ 46"
DIVAN SET
PACKAGE

DEALS
FROM £399

k‘%
A Y
)

POWER SOFA WITH GHAISE STORAGE ~ POWER SOFAS & RISER REGLINERS IN
RRP £1199 - OUR PRICE £599 ! STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

save 00

on all Sleepeezee
products

o ; A ¥ |

FULLY ASSEMBLED BEDROOM RANGES | NEW OAK LIVING & DINING ROOM RANGE IN STORE

| W o '*["FF’

Nfr— r— LUXURIOUS
Mg =Ny 4 B HANDCRAFTED
N , . = N BESPOKE BEDS
BESPOKE UK MADE SUITES, SOFAS " RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE & MATTRESSES
& CHAIRS IN STORE IN STORE

4 ' MODELS IN STORE
K i, B irel 0 PG

ESTABLISHED 1924

S HIGHGROVE
S Living ST-A-BE 7.
- 7 weiy ‘
Sfrom here 7 LA ‘-7 BOY - ';“."g " : [ l ;
the Yome of Rebaxabion Z 3 S o aITison SpINkKs H_j:a :
10 here ) : %‘f‘% [MM é British Craftsmanship =

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
X FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE

o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS

f
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School marks

a half century,
of education

achievements ‘\'

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

AROUND 150 people - incl-
uding former staff, students
and previous head teachers
— came together to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary
of Chadsgrove School.

Richard Aust, head for 19 years
from 1990 to 2009, and Deb
Rattley, who recently stepped
aside from the role to become
chief executive officer of the
institution, both spoke at the
event.

Acting head Beck Gayden gave
an insight into the school’s his-
tory after gleaning information
from the original admissions reg-
ister and the headteachers’ log-
books.

She said the history books
showed the first ever school in
Catshill opened in 1856 and -
comparing it to Chadsgrove’s
recent Ofsted report — said it was
visited by inspectors in 1869.

Chadsgrove School officially

opened on April 27, 1976 and,
by September of that year, there
were 44 pupils.

In the first year, the children
had a ‘riding with the disabled’
session - an activity today’s
pupils still participate in.

There was also a cheese and
wine party for the community,
attended by 120 people and, a
year later, the local Women’s
Institute donated rose trees to be
planted in the grounds.

By 1978, the school had 66
pupils.

Mr Aust praised everyone at the
school, from the pupils to all the
staff — including teachers, teach-
ing assistants, physiotherapists,
occupational therapists, speech
language therapists, kitchen staff,
drivers and more.

He said: “To everyone here: you
are all heroes.

“The staff — both then and now
— go the extra mile and care so
much about the school and its
pupils.”

Of the students he said: “I think
you have all had a tough start in

B .wc
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Former heads David Nicholas, Deb Rattley and Richard Aust at the school’s 50th anniversary. s

life and have all had to work hard
just to do the simple things.

“Many of you will have had
operations and maybe faced dis-
crimination but you have got
through it all. And that is why
you are all heroes.”

The former head spoke about
the differences between when the
school opened and now.

“Back then there were only
eight parking spaces, no comput-
ers, no changing rooms, no lifts
on minibuses, no security — now
we have a multi-sensory room,
soft play, a music department
and the post-16 to 18 Chadsgrove
College.”

Mr Aust said when the school

opened, Brotherhood of Man won
Eurovision with Save All Your
Kisses for Me, Harold Wilson
had quit as prime minister and
was replaced by James Callaghan,
petrol cost 14p per litre and Mars
Bars just 10p.

First head

Mr Aust also paid tribute to the
first headteacher, Mr Nicholas,
who started the ball rolling of a
friendly and welcoming school.

Ms Rattley read a poem she had
written about the school and said:
“When I took over from Richard,
he told me it was the best job in
the world and he was right.

“It has never really felt like a
job — this is a special school for
special people with extra special
staff. It’s about trust, teamwork
and friendships — years of learn-
ing, laughing and legacy - care,
courage and community.

“And I hope it stays like this for
many years to come.

To top off the celebrations, a
special 50th birthday cake was
created by the school’s art and
design lead, Nikki Taylor.

Chadsgrove School’s catch-
ment area covers most of
Worcestershire, with pupils
coming from Bromsgrove, Red-
ditch, Rubery, Kidderminster and
Droitwich.

'

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE

01789 415171 07729 689239

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Fully fitted

Gompetltwe Prices

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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A LOYALTY
APP THINGY.

'NOCARDS  NO FAFF

Which? Cheapest Supermarket awarded 2025 and based on independent comparison over 12 months at Lidl, Asda, Morrisons, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Ocado, Waitrose and Aldi. For more information visit https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/supermarkets/article/supermarket-price-comparison
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Re-enactors from
Swords of Mercia
showed what life
was like between
the 1300s and
1330s - the reign of
Edward II.

Gareth Howell, the
Medieval Medical
Monk (infirmarer),
from the Lord De
Mowbray Group -
he showed what
healthcare would
have been like 700
years ago.

Pictures by Tristan

Harris. © Bullivant
Media Group Ltd.

History comes alive

ALMOST 2,000 visitors descended
on Bromsgrove’s Avoncroft Museum
for the Living History Festival - the
venue’s biggest event of the year.

More than 300 re-enactors showcased
over 1,000 years of history on Saturday
and Sunday.

There were Victorians, Vikings,
Romans, knights, General Strike and
women’s vote campaigners and dif-
ferent eras of English, American and
French armies, including Napoleonic
troops and First and Second World
‘Wars.

Weapons of years gone by, including
swords, spears, canons and muskets,
were displayed and demonstrated, along
with domestic aspects - cooking, danc-
ing, traditional crafts and past times, a
medieval weaver, handmade tools, cos-
tumes, cloth and historic pottery.

The New Guesten Hall hosted food

£y

Joran Legg and Cem Tanyu from the 18th century
group New France, Old England.

and music through the ages with the
Stream of Sound Choir and dancing
group Gloriana.

The Bromsgrove Society of Model
Engineers ran rides each day on its
miniature railway and historical authors
gave talks and signed books.

Lynda Case, Avoncroft’s events and
marketing co-ordinator, said: “Although
it was the fifth Living History Festival,
it was the first one that was organised
totally in-house.

“We have spent many months book-
ing traders and forging connections
with some of the best re-enactment
groups in the UK - many whom travelled
great distances to take part.

“Groups were hand-picked and select-
ed to cover 1,000 years of history from
the Bronze Age onwards.”

Two arenas offered a full timetable
with everything from battle re-enact-

ment to a medieval fashion show.

Lynda added: “Visitors - many of
whom came in costume - gave us won-
derful feedback on the day.

“They were impressed with the fast-
track entrance for pre-booked tickets
and with the variety of the eras on
display, with so much to do see and
even buy.”

Visitors enjoyed a variety of food and
drink, including hot pork roles, tasty
pasties, gallons of drinks and lots of ice
creams.

Lynda added: “Many of the re-enact-
ment groups I spoke with on the day
commented on how engaging and inter-
ested the visitors were.

She thanked everyone who supponed
the event, adding next year’s Living
History Festival would be on April 24
and 25, 2027.

The Orchards School and
Nursery
Nursery and Reception Places
Available

We have Nursery and Reception
places available now and for
September.

From September, Little Gems, our
Wrap Around Provider, is delighted to
extend their before and after care to Nursery
from 8am until 6pm.

Please do get in touch and come along for a tour.

Are you looking to

improve or enlarge

your driveway or patio?
We can provide you with a

beautiful new patio or
driveway in Coventry,

Bromsgrove, Redditch,
Solihull or Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We’ve designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway
and patio you can imagine, so we
will not be phased by your project.

| )

* We strive to achieve 100%
satisfaction and unlike other
driveway companies, with us you
pay absolutely nothing upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save
upto £1000

Contact us:

01527 872271

office@theorchardsschool.org

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk
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BROMSGROVE’'S

D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Trusted BRAND names with extra discounts on made to order items from -

Sherborne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds,
Harrison Spinks, Global Home,

Cotswold Chairs and many more.
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Matiresses - .
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture ===l <

ONSITE CLEARANCE OUTLET!

BIG BRAND NAMES AT UNBEATABLE PRICES Was'£1, 399
DFS « Tetrad - La-Z-Boy °* Parker Knoll - Sofology | .
Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!! c g ¢ NOW ONLY £999

(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display < Clearance Stock) s =
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF! Limited Time Offer

Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience! Available to view in stor
Built on Experience, Grown on Trust. == 2 for Immediate Delivery:

||
COMPLETE SET

5 ' =" ComT Douhle Bed™~ |
Dorchester Fabric Sofa and Chairs Furniture ‘"“ag_e sw"_el Chairs 46" COMPLETE SET WITH DRA
All reclining Electric or Manual (many electric reclming) HEADBOARD IN CHOICE OF COLOUR

4N
7 Original "\
/Pnce€4-880\ e

\ Only /.
\£899 4

Belford Leather Sofa & Chairs | ll-ECTION OF R|SE & CLEARANCE OAK FURNITURELAND
All Reclining Electric or Manual INER CHAIRS IN STOCK [ CORNER SOFAS - CHOICE OF COLOURS

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
© YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

@ OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week:

Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park [ *Monday ::a';,f'?gg::f';p'nfpm
Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW + Sunday: 10am - 4pm
www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk : bot:lg;va usom:

ace : andskurniture

Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an di d of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, Xa IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will nd upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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All aboard for a
unique celebration

ONE OF the World’s most
famous bus routes - the
Number 11 Birmingham Outer
Circle - celebrated its cente-
nary on Sunday.

Every day, there are up to
36,000 journeys on the National
Express West Midlands route
which covers a 27-mile radius.

It is one of the longest bus
routes in Europe and takes up
three hours to complete.

The route has 260 bus stops,
233 schools, colleges and other
educational institutions, 40 pubs,
19 retail centres, six hospitals
and one prison - this route links
some 15 commercial centres
and passes by Cadbury World
in Bournville and the Villa Park
football stadium.

The number 11 buses have
changed where they terminate.

Since July 2021, 11A services
have terminated at Perry Barr
and then return as an 11C to
Acocks Green, with 11C buses
terminating at Erdington, return-
ing as a 11A service to Acocks
Green.

Tthis has improved the reli-
ability of the service due to road-
works and congestion along the
route.

The route has also inspired a
song by the Woodbines in 1999,
a dance, and Bromsgrove author
Jonathan Coe’s bestselling novel

‘Number 11°. There are two serv-
ices on the 11 timetable which
undertake the same route but
in opposite directions - the 11C
which goes clockwise and the
11A which goes anti-clockwise

Adam Rideout, the head of cus-
tomer experience and market-
ing at NX Bus said: ““Bus is
by far the most popular form
of public transport here in the
West Midlands and our iconic 11
service has long-been a Brummie
favourite since it first started
some 100 years ago.

“With buses running up to
every 10 minutes, single adult
tickets still only §3 and a day
ticket - allowing passengers to
explore the region with unlimited
travel on the day - only §5.20.
it remains a very popular route
that connects our customers in
a number of key areas around
the city and is part of the city’s
transport history.”

Transport Museum Wythall will
be celebrating the 100th anniver-
sary of Birmingham’s iconic 11
bus service next month.

The special trips on different
buses through the ages of the
11 route are part of Transport
Museum Wpythall’'s anniversa-
ry celebrations which will take
place on the late May bank holi-
day weekend - on Sunday and
Monday, May 24 and 25.
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Visit wythall.org.uk for more on the
event. And go to nxbus.co.uk/west-
midlands/services-timetables/ and click
through for more on the number 11C and
11A and the times services run.

The famous number 11 Outer Circle
bus route celebrated its centenary
on Sunday. Picture by Tony Brown,
via Tony Hunter. On May 24 and 25,
there will be special trips on differ-
ent buses throughout the ages of
Birmingham’s famous 11 route. s

Award-winning Day Care Cenire for
adults in Redditch & Bromagrove
ialising in d tia care

Are you or your loved one living with dementia,
sensory impairment or disability?

Are you becoming socially isolated?

Would you like to meet others in the same situation?

Come and join us for a whole range of fun activities including art and
craft work, pool, beauty therapy, games, gardening, cooking, relaxation
sessions and much more.

Meet others and make new friendships in our friendly and supportive
award-winning centres. We are open five days a week, Monday to Friday,
9am-5pm. Ask your social worker about funding for this service.

VIP Day Centre Redditch The Barn
The Craft Centre, Winyates Centre, Redditch, B98 OLA
L. 01527 375014 X redditch@vipdaycentre.co.uk

VIP Day Centre Bromsgrove Amphlett Hall
Crown Close, Bromsgrove, B61 8DW
. 01527 375015 X bromsgrove@vipdaycentre.co.uk

Head Office &, 0330 174 0857 info@vipdaycentre.co.uk

@ www.vipdaycentre.co.uk € VIP Day Centre W @VIPDayCentre

= intermatans
g best @ Dementia Sermantis Conterence
iNeSS  #@ Friends O== =

V 2020
Best Innovation

L

Dementia{ Pledge
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Calishbakes & Gallery

At The Barnyard café

Find us on Facebook & Insta @dalishbakes - The Barns Village, Hewell Lane, Tardebigge
01527 356998 - booking is advisable

Special offer 1 r

v Qf = NEW IN
J e our delicious ice cream freezer
- D

try any of our ice cream tubs

The'a!
- . Natural
= Canin€

7= for £2.00
- Wanstones 4
Bank Holiday Mondeay ay 2026
Registration 1% .
Dog show 7 2 hoon SpeC|al Offer 2 >
. Best 6 Legsilog B0 i
2. Lok Alike [ anc SNk Cream tea for 2
an (10 )
4 BestRescue W £10.00
5. iss World
6. :rls;nivirrse & (usual price £13.00)
7 Best Puppy
8 Waggiest Tail
9. Tardebigge's Got Talent
10. Best in Show —

Entry fee £2 per class which will gll go to Wonky Pets Rescue
Food can be purchased from Dalish Bakes,
agility demo, charity stalls & small business

stands. Lots to see & do......

Special offer 3 >
Bacon or sausage sandwich
& a hot drink for £7.50

if you happen to be over 65

|

Special offer 4 :
15% off any original piece -
of art in the gallery

10% off any print from
one of our racks

Opening Times:
Monday: CLOSED
Tuesday to Saturday: 8am - 4pm
Sunday (breakfast only) 9am - 1pm

- u

The Barns
Rural Retail & Business Village

U Artisan Art Gallery &

| J_LCafé Gifts

Come and visit all of |
our local businesses |
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HUGE FRINGE FESTIVAL | FREE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
MUSIC | SCREENINGS | POP-UP MUSEUM

9 DAYS

%%l\g%%'f‘ COMEDY FESTIVAL

DROITWICH SPA, WORCS.

300+ EVENTS
30"' VENUES £

Wwwgrlkmayallcomedyfestlval,.com

HEADLINE SPONSOR VOLUNTEER PARTNER FESTIVAL SPONSORS MERCHANDISE PARTNER LOGISITCS PARTNER SUPPORTED BY

' AN .
PSS O? (@) BLACKPEAR  Sutcliffe & Co. Nicol&aCo %f S
Production Support Services Ltd sl
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Lauren Galpin at David Lloyd Clubs and representatives from Acorns. s

Fun Run sponsors announced

THE OFFICIAL sponsors for the Wythall
and Hollywood Fun Run have been
announced, with David Lloyd Clubs in
Solihull Cranmore and Bromsgrove set
to return for a second time.

The event, set to take place on Sunday
June 7, promises to be a day filled with
excitement and community spirit.

David Lloyd Clubs is dedicated to promot-
ing positive physical and mental wellbeing
and supporting local communities.

Lauren Galpin at David Lloyd Clubs
said: “We're incredibly proud to sponsor the
‘Wythall and Hollywood Fun Run.

“At our Solihull Cranmore and Bromsgrove
clubs, we strongly believe in the power of
community and the importance of staying
active.

“This event has been designed to be inclu-
sive and welcoming for everyone, whatever
their age or fitness level.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity for families
and individuals to come together, enjoy a

great day of activity and support an amazing
cause like Acorns Children’s Hospice.

“We're looking forward to seeing everyone
at the starting line and cheering on every
participant.”

In the lead up to the event David Lloyd
Clubs in Solihull Cranmore and Bromsgrove
have been offering bespoke running-focused
training sessions within its clubs to help
members of all fitness levels kickstart their
running journey and prepare with confi-
dence.

Race winners will also receive David Lloyd
Club memberships for one, two or three
months.

It is not just the winners who are rewarded
by the headline sponsor.

They will also be contributing to the goodie
bags which every participant receives.

All runners will be rewarded with a custom-
designed 2026 medal - a memorable keep-
sake to celebrate their achievement.

Visit wythallhollywoodfunrun.org.uk for
more information and to sign up.
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GH MANAGEMENT PRESENTS

CLASSIC ROCK

SATURDAY
16 MAY 2026

ARTRIX BROMSGROVE ~

BOOK NOW! O

R TICKETS SELLING FAST__

FEATURING
THE MUSIC OF:

QUEEN = AC/DC
EAGLES *
FLEETWOOD MAC
LED ZEPPELIN
AND MORE!

o
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/

SCAN OR VISIT:
artrixbromsgrove.co.uk

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood :

Home

N\ AGE
(s
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service

Find us on
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Avon

ODNAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk
PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE « TRUSTED

New roofs Flat roof solutions
4+ ‘ S 2

Roof repairs :
4+ IS adver +
Re-bedding

Chimneys rebuilt

DRY RIDGES
Fascias
*
Soffits
*
Down pipes

Free Quotitions - All Worke Guanatzed

Charity
reaches

THE PRIMROSE Hospice
has praised the organisers
of a charity football match
which raised £18,089.19
for the cause.

The match took place at
the end of March in mem-
ory of Bromsgrove Rovers
legend Mark Crisp.

The match between the
Birmingham All Stars and
the Bromsgrove XI at the
Victoria Ground was organ-
ised by Mark’s son Max.

The cash was raised

through ticket sales, a raf-
fle and an auction of foot-
ball merchandise, includ-
ing signed premier league
shirts.
Primrose Hospice fun-
draiser, Kelly Wetherall,
said: “There was such a
lovely atmosphere on the
day, the sheer number of
people who attended was
quite incredible.

“All the pre-match help from individuals
and support of businesses goes a long way
to show how well Mark and his family is
thought of.

“The support from the Harry Bennett
Foundation and Tom’s Fund charities is a
great example of how football can bring
people together.

“For patients with life-limiting illnesses and
people experiencing bereavement, Primrose
is a lifeline from the moment they are
referred.

“It is with thanks to the generosity of peo-

primrose
hospice
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match
its goal

ple like Max and everyone who contributed
to making the match a success, that Primrose
can continue to provide these services.”

Anyone who knows someone struggling
with grief or who has been diagnosed with
a life-limited illness can call the Primrose on
01527 871051 or visit: primrosehospice.org
for more information on the hospice and the
services it provides.

Max Crisp, Kelly Wetherall and Jacqui
Crisp following the charity match
which raised £18,089.19 for the
Primrose Hospice. s
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &
> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gahles

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk

Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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NORBURY

THEATRE | DROI'T'WICH SPA

THE NORBURY PLAYERS PRESENT AN AMATEUR PRODUCTION
THIS AMATEUR PRODUCTION IS PRESENTED BY
ARRANGEMENT WITH MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL.
ALL AUTHORISED PERFORMANCE MATERIALS ARE ALSO
SUPPLIED BY MTIWWW.MTISHOWS.CO.UK

17 -20 & 25 -27 JUNE 2026

7.30PM. SAT 27 MAT 2.30PM. TICKETS: £17/£15

N@®DA ' 7@ @@ =

For every stoge

BOX OFFICE: 01905 770154 www.norburytheatre.co.uk
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GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

DAY TRIPS 2026
Saturday 9th May Harry Potter Studio Tour £95 Adult £90 Child
Sunday 17th May RHS Garden Bridgewater with Cream Tea £58

Saturday 23rd May, Saturday 27th June, Thursday 30th July, Saturday 5th September Weston Super Mare
£28 Adult £22 Child
Friday 29th May 2 Market Special ( Leominster & Ludlow) £25
Saturday 30th May or Wednesday 19th August Barry Island £28 Adult £22 Child
Sunday 2nd August Liverpool - The Beatles Story
Saturday 19th September Andre Rieu.
Sunday 11th October Queen Elizabeth II: Her life in Style at the Kings Gallery London...
Sunday 4th October Abba Voyage @ Abba Arena, London seated matinee performance
Sunday 18th October Westlife 25 The Anniversary World Tour bp pulse LIVE Birmingham
Plus many more including Seasides, Markets and Cities. We also do gift vouchers.
We regularly update our Day trips brochure throughout the year.

HOLIDAYS 2026

5th June Northumbria Coast with Puffin Cruise & Seabirds Staying at the Copthorne Hotel, Newcastle,
Dinner Bed & Breakfast. Includes Boat Cruise. 4 Days from £355

22 June Island Getaway in Ryde, Isle of Wight Staying at The Royal Esplanade Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast.
Also includes excursion to either Osbourne House or Cowes and a Scenic Island Tour.................... 5 Days from £495

3rd July Norfolk — The Magical Waterland and Royal Retreat. Staying at Wensum Valley Golf and Country
Club Hotel, Norwich. Includes Dinner Bed & Breakfast and an exclusive tour of Sandringham House,
a trip on the Bure Valley steam railway and a leisurely Broads CruiSe................couervveeermumrrricensannen 4 Days from £525

20th July Warners Alveston Hall, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to Nantwich and Chester..5 Days from £520

8th August Coastal Charm in Torquay Staying at the Regina Hotel, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and an excursions to
Exmouth and a scenic Dartmoor Tour. 5 Days from £460

Plus many more
For our 2026 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

01905 333349 e, '

We also do private hire phone us . L=l
for your bespoke price.
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Training move
set to benefit
local pl‘lSOIlS

A PRISON education pro-
vider is set to continue
delivering education and
training to support indi-
viduals in finding employ-
ment after release

Novus will deliver educa-
tion in public prisons across
the region under the Prisoner
Education Service (PES).

Following a procurement
process run by the Ministry
of Justice (MoJ), Novus
(part of LTE Group) will, on
September 1, start deliver-
ing Core Education.

The contract covers eight
prisons across the region
including HMP Hewell in
Tardebigge.

Peter Cox, managing
director of Novus, said: “We
has a long track record of
effective collaboration with prison regimes
and employers across the West Midlands
and we are delighted to continue delivering
education in this region.

“For more than three decades, Novus has
been providing high-quality education and
training in the prison estate, working with
learners who are the furthest from the labour
market.

“We are proud of our track record in sup-
porting individuals into employment after

release, as well as the innovative practice
led by our committed teams of education
professionals.

“We look forward to working closely with
His Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service
(HMPPS) to help more people in the West
Midlands turn their lives around.”

HMP Hewell is one of eight prisons in
the region that is part of the continuing
scheme to educate inmates. s
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LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814677

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 888372

FLEXIBLE

FINANCE

OPTIONS
AVAILABLE

to make life easier for you

5 STAR

S5STARWINDOWS.CO.UK &2
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2 COURSE CARVERY £10

IT’ S B AC K! £11if paying by card (£1 Discount when paying cash)

Choose any STARTER or DESSERT
Available Mon- Sat 12pm-2pm and 5pm-8pm « INCLUDES BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY!

New Spring Menu

3 COURSE MAIN MENU Discount if paying by cash

Available Mon-Sat 12pm-8pm We like simply rather give it back to our customers rather than the banks.

Don't forget our
famous sunday carvery

s CHILD *"” ADULT

The Fox Inn, Lower Chaddesley, Kidderminster, DY10 4QN
01562 777247 | thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk

AND
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Marketing youthful talent

A YOUNG Traders’ Market will
come to Bromsgrove to celebrate
the Love Your Local Market drive
and people aged 16 and over are
being urged to get involved.

The new stalls’ introduction
will be a celebration of different
generations of traders - from
those at the end of their careers
to those on their first day.

GLASS - MIRRORS - WINDOWS

We are your local
glass and mirror

suppliers.

We manufacture glass units
of all types in our factory.

Vist our salescounter

or give us a call.

Local Service <

MONSOON

73-75 MAY LANE, HO
BIRMINGHAM, B47 SPA
T:01564 829 200

WWW.MONSOON. RESTAURANT
- National Award Winning Restaurant

fjv/)eﬁt Adrce

The event will be in Bromsgrove
High Street between 9am and
4pm on Saturday, May 16,

The day will give young people
the chance to build confidence
and gain trading experience.

For more information, visit:
bromsgrove.gov.uk/market and
email: market@bromsgrovean-
dredditch.gov.uk to register. .

All types of
safety glass.

Energy rated
glass units.

Leaded glass
designs.

Greenhouse
glass.

Woodburner
glass.

Stair glass.

Misted units.

Supply and
replace.

Table top
glass.

Sales@studleyglass.com
@ Www.Studleyglass.com

Qaaf/ty You Car Trust
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save local museum

Chris Bloore, left, with Redditch Local History Museum trustees and a copy of The Standard. s

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

TOWN MP Chris Bloore has
thrown his support behind
the campaign to find Redditch
Local History Museum a new
home, after it was served
three months’ notice to leave
its current premises.

The museum contacted The
Standard to help with the appeal
and, since then, people have come
forward with ideas and spaces that
could suit the organisation.

Trustees described the notice to
vacate as a devastating blow and
said they had poured their souls
and a huge amount of work into
preserving the town'’s history.

Mr Bloore said: “Redditch Local
History Museum is a vital part of

MONSOON

EAT . DRINK . RELAX

T:01564 829 200

our town’s cultural life and I under-
stand why this news has caused
such concern.

“Our history matters and we can-
not allow important local heritage
to be lost because of a lack of space
or support.

“I'm keen to work with the muse-
um team, the council and other
partners to see what can be done to
find a suitable new home before the
July deadline.”

Mr Bloore’s office has already
contacted Redditch Borough
Council to explore whether any
vacant town centre properties
could be suitable for the museum’s
relocation.

Discussions are also taking place
about a prominent and accessible
new site for the collection.

The museum’s trustees have
warned the stakes are particularly
high as Redditch continues its bid

to become UK Town of Culture
2028.

The venue has built a follow-
ing of more than 7,000 people on
Facebook and trustees say they
are determined to make their case
publicly and secure a future.

The MP said the museum’s work
was central to telling Redditch’s
story and protecting the town’s
identity.

“If we are serious about cel-
ebrating Redditch’s identity and
heritage, protecting the museum
must be part of that effort,” said
Mr Bloore. “It is not enough to talk
about pride in our town’s history
— we have to make sure history is
actually preserved and accessible.”

He added, the museum’s role
would be especially important as
Redditch seeks to showcase its cul-
ture, heritage and community spirit
on a bigger stage.

WWW.MONSOON.RESTAURANT

ANY STARTER any MAIN pisH* any NAN OR RICE & TEA or COFFEE**

*(Fish, & King Prawns £3.00 extra per dish) | ** (Plain Coffee)

WEST'MIDLANIJ;
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MP calls for more
patient support

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore
has called for stronger mental
health and reintegration sup-
port for young cancer patients
after securing a commitment
from a government minister to
meet with him and young peo-
ple affected.

Speaking in a House of Commons
debate on young cancer patients’
experiences and outcomes, Mr
Bloore highlighted the often-over-
looked challenges faced by young
people after completing treatment,
particularly the social isolation and
mental health struggles that can fol-
low an ‘all-clear’.

Drawing on cases raised in his
constituency surgeries, he warned that, while the
clinical phase of treatment was vital, too many
young people were left without the support they
needed to rebuild their lives and return to educa-
tion, work and everyday routines.

He said: “One issue brought to my attention
in my surgeries is that, after the often intensive
clinical process of a young person going through
a cancer diagnosis, getting treatment and getting
through the other side, the period after the all-
clear is an intense time of social isolation.

“Significant mental health support is required
to help them reintegrate into school, college or
work.

“Recovery does not end when treatment ends
and we need a system that recognises that.”

During the debate, the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care
agreed to meet with Mr Bloore and young peo-
ple who have experienced cancer treatment, to
discuss how post-treatment support could be
improved.

The MP welcomed the commitment and said it
was vital lived experience shaped future policy.

He added he was pleased the Minister had
agreed to meet and listen to young people who
had experienced it first-hand.

“Getting the all-clear should be a moment of
relief but for too many, it marks the start of a dif-
ferent kind of struggle.

“This is about making sure no young person
feels left behind after cancer treatment and that
they have the support they need to move forward
with their lives.”

Mr Bloore now plans to arrange the meeting
and encouraged young people in Redditch who
had been through cancer treatment to share their
experiences with his office.

Email chris.bloore.mp@parliament.uk to sub-
mit experiences to Mr Bloore.

Mr Bloore spoke during a House of
Commons debate on young cancer
patients’ experiences and outcomes. s
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Housing Secretary failing
to answer key questions

IT APPEARS the Housing
Secretary Steve Reed MP
cannot answer the most
basic questions about his
Government’s own housing
policies.

Following his visit to
Wythall last month, the
Shadow Secretary of State for
Housing, Communities and Local
Government, Sir James Cleverly
MP, questioned Mr Reed on the
Government’s housing targets.

Speaking in the House of
Commons, Mr Cleverly stated: “Last
week I was in Bromsgrove, a rural
constituency facing an 85 per cent
increase in its housing target.

“Neighbouring Labour-run
Birmingham, which has significant
brownfield capacity, has seen its
target cut by more than 30 per
cent.

“Targets are increasing by 37 per
cent in Essex but decreasing by 11
per cent in London.

“House building has collapsed
under this Labour Government, so
why is the Secretary of State letting
his Labour-run urban friends off the
hook while dumping housing targets
in rural Britain?”

The Housing Secretary failed to
answer the question or to explain
why Bromsgrove’s housing tar-
get had been increased whilst
Birmingham’s had been decreased.

Instead, the Housing Secretary
turned to political point scoring to
deflect from being unable to justify
the decisions.

Mr Reed is another Government
Minister failing to answer a sim-

Westminster Diary

Bradley Thomas MP
writes for The Standard

ple question on his own housing
policy.

‘We all know why the Government
cannot justify its 85 per cent
increase in our housing target -
because there isn’t one.

I would have more respect for
the Housing Secretary if he came
out and said what we all know to
be true - his housing targets are a
purely political move to help his
friends in the cities and to punish
rural Britain.

Our green belt in Bromsgrove is
under attack like never before and
I'm doing everything I can to pro-
tect it.

There is enough brownfield land in
England alone to build 1.41million
homes on. That should be the
Government’s priority.

The Government should also bring
empty homes back into use and
scrapping Stamp Duty to free up the
housing market.

There is so much more this
Government could be doing instead
of building on our green belt, but it
is not interested.

I was elected with a mandate to
fight to protect our green belt and
that’s what I'll continue to do.

Bradley Thomas
Bromsgrove MP

TAYL
SOLIC

L

| T

* Single wills for individuals and wills for couples

* Lasting Powers of Attorney for Property and
Financial Matters or Health and Welfare

* Applying for a Grant of Probate and administering

an estate

We are happy to meet with you and discuss your

requirements.

Please call us on 01527 544221
or email tracey@taylorssolicitors.com
for probate, wills and LPAs.

TAYLORS SOLICITORS
1 Mason Road, Headless Cross, Redditch, Worcestershire, B97 5DA
01527 544221 | tracey@taylorssolicitors.com (wills and LPAs)

>3-4 Your local friendly
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Law Society Accredited
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

Just for
Ric o

—— s D S

Visit your local store today:
Just for Pets Bromsgrove 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets Droitwich saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets Kidderminster, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Adrian Kriss is urging
other motorcyclists to.join
the ride to raise awareness
of Lindsay and Craig
Foreman’s plight. s

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

AN ADVENTURE motorcyclist
is hoping to encourage others
from across Worcestershire to
join him on a ride to raise aware-
ness of the plight of Lindsay and
Craig Foreman, who are wrongly
imprisoned in Iran.

The ride will take place on May 20 with
the group meeting at Hopwood Services
at 7am to reach the start point, at Queen’s
Gate, in London, at 9.30am.

The group will then journey past the
Iranian Embassy to express their views
at Parliament Square, where a petition
will be handed to the government, calling
on it to do more to get Lindsay and Craig
released.

As The Standard went to press, the
petition had around 67,000 signatures
and it is hoped it will reach 100,000. If
that happens, it will automatically trig-

ger a House of Commons debate on the
issue.

Biker Adrian Kriss, from Bromsgrove,
told The Standard: “Lindsay and Craig
are now fast approaching 500 days of
detention and the government has done
nothing of meaning.

“I feel more needs to be done as this
inaction sends the wrong message to
governments of other countries who may
well feel they could benefit in some sort
of political way by detaining UK citizens.

“I suggested, and am now helping
organise a ride-out passing the front of
the Iranian Embassy and finishing at
Parliament Square, where we will deliver
the petition.”

The campaign to get the Foremans
released is being led by their children Joe,
Toby, Chelsea and Kieran.

In a post on their campaign website —
freelindsayandcraig.com — they say the
pair were a “coach and a carpenter, full
of curiosity and kindness, with no ties to
any government”.

The pair were on a ‘#PPK2K’' trip

— a people-to-people global motorcycle
adventure.

The Foremans’ children said their par-
ents had valid visas, a licensed guide and
a pre-approved itinerary. They entered
Iran on December 31, 2024, and visited
Tabriz, Tehran, and Isfahan, where they
were warmly welcomed by locals.

Their final stop was to be Kerman, on
January 3, 2025, but they never arrived —
their phones went silent and they did not
check into their hotel.

On February 13 last year, Iranian state
media said the pair were arrested on
spying charges and, on February 17 this
year, they were sentenced to 10 years in
prison following a “sham trial by a sanc-
tioned judge”, their children said.

“That is not only a false accusation, but
it’s absurd — our parents are not spies,”
added the Foremans’ children.

Visit eventbrite.com/e/ride-out-to-par
liament-for-lindsay-and-craig-foreman-
tickets-1986900130777 to book free spac-
es on the ride and c.org/DGWZRSTTyM, to
sign the Change.org petition.

PAGE 27

MP calls for better
funding for hospices

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore has reiterated his sup-
port for fair and sustainable hospice funding, following
engagement with national charity Hospice UK and
growing concern about pressures facing the sector.
Hospice UK has warned many English hospices are
facing increasing financial pressure with rising demand
and costs forcing providers to make difficult decisions
about services. The organisation is calling for reforms
to the funding model and increased long-term support

to protect care.

Borough MP Chris Bloore. s

| ices

Mr Bloore said:
“Hos-pices do
extraordinary work
for patients and fami-
lies at some of the
hardest moments in

. their lives. They pro-

vide dignity, comfort
and expert care and
they deserve a fund-
ing system that is
sustainable and fit.
“We are fortunate,
in our area, to have
excellent local serv-
including the
Primrose and Acorns
Children’s hospices,
which provide out-

standing  support
to families across
Redditch.”

The MP said the
matter is not just
a national issue,
and added: “We
must make sure
valued local serv-
ices like Primrose
Hospice and Acorns
Children’s Hospice
are properly sup-
ported so they can
continue their incred-
ible work for years to
come.”
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Google

Reviews # # # # #

‘ Who are your Executors, family,
or someone else?

@ Are your wishes up to date?

=L

Tel: 01527 87

@ The Will Partners

www.thewillpartners.co.uk

5 REASONS TO REVIEW YOUR WILL

‘ Are you up to date with legislation?
@ Have you built in “What if” clauses?

Visits
 Available

7313

11 Kidderminster Road,

Bromsgrove, B61 7))

news

UK Legal
Awards 2026
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Homes shock
for the county

‘WORCESTERSHIRE has the highest
percentage of ‘inadequate’ care homes
in the West Midlands, according to a
new report from online training pro-
vider High Speed Training.

The report, which analysed Care
Quality Commission (CQC) data for over
13,500 care homes across England,
found that 1.86 per cent of care homes
within the county received the lowest
rating.

The Care Quality Commission is the
independent regulator of health and
adult social care in England.

They regulate health and social care,
working with the public, systems and
providers of care to protect people and
to prompt and improve the quality of
care given.

During an inspection, the CQC
assesses a provider against five
core pillars, known as the Five Key
Questions. These questions ensure that
every aspect of a resident’s experience
and the provider’s clinical safety is
evaluated.

A spokesperson for Worcestershire
County Council said: “In line with all
local authorities, the County Council
receives daily updates from the CQC in
relation to rating changes. We are cur-
rently aware of two care homes that are
rated inadequate as of April 21 2026.

“None of the homes with this rat-
ing are run by the council. However,
County Council teams work closely
with care homes where the CQC has
identified any issues relating to care
quality to support improvements.”

There are 173 registered care homes
in Worcestershire.

A third care home which previously
was rated inadequate, was re-rated as
good on April 2.
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New look for NHS staff
to help show who’s who

WORCESTERSHIRE
Worcestershire Health and
Care NHS Trust has introduced
new clinical uniforms for more
than 3,000 staff, adopting the
new national uniform for the
NHS.

Developed with input from NHS
staff, patients and carers, the new
national uniforms feature a clear
colour-coded system designed to
help patients, visitors and col-
leagues quickly recognise different
clinical roles. The updated designs
also prioritise comfort, durability
and infection prevention.

Registered nurses, healthcare
support workers, pharmacists and
allied health professionals each
wear distinct colours and name
badges with role titles, making it
easier for patients and families to
quickly identify the right person
for their needs.

The scheme follows feedback
from patients, carers, and NHS
staff, who highlighted that it could
sometimes be difficult to distin-
guish between different roles on
busy wards. Staff and patient rep-
resentatives were closely involved
in co-designing the new approach.

The introduction of the new uni-
forms is part of a wider effort to
improve patient experience, safe-
ty, and communication.

The uniform also supports the
trust’s Net Zero commitment, made
using Better Cotton Initiative (BCI)

cotton and 100 per cent recycled
polyester, reducing the use of raw
materials and helping lower the
carbon impact. Old uniforms will
also be easier to recycle, helping
to further cut waste.

Hannah Wilson, Deputy Chief
Nursing Officer and Chief AHP
said: “Our new clinical uniforms
have been designed with NHS staff

The new
uniform for
a pharma-
cist and ,
right, the
new uni-
form for a
matron. s

input to ensure they meet the
practical needs of the workplace.
They focus on comfort, quality,
and freedom of movement, while
also making it easier for patients
to identify staff roles. Clear iden-
tification supports patient con-
fidence, safety, and teamwork
across our hospitals.”

Under the new system pharma-

cy technicians will wear sherwood
green with a navy contrast trim,
registered nurses will wear hos-
pital blue with navy contrast trim
and healthcare assistants/support
workers will wear lilac with navy
contrast trim.

Visit www.hacw.nhs.uk/rec-
ognising-our-uniforms for more
information.

- Lunchtime Specials and

«% Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on ukThursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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BIRMINGHAM « DUDLEY - NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME - SHREWSBURY

COUSINS

Interest
Free Credit
Available

S EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE |

£13599-

was £1499-%° sale £1999-%°

S B a Dis oS O Al ‘Sarlcés
HURRY ENDS BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY!

Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £600. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £1,500. 20% deposit of £300. Amount financed £1,200. 30 payments of £40 (0% APR
Representative) Total amount payable £1,200 Subject to status.
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Joining up to
make a tidy
difference

THE COMMUNITY came together to
join the 1st Redditch Scout Group to
help clear up a garden in the borough.

The event, at the Scout Hut off
Hadlow Close, brought together Scouts,
leaders and local volunteers to tidy and
improve the outdoor space used by the
group and the wider community.

Redditch MP Chris Bloore, who also
joined in the effort, said: “Scouting
plays such an important role in helping
young people build confidence, learn
new skills and give back.

“This event was a brilliant example
of teamwork and community spirit in
action.

“I want to thank everyone who gave
up their time.

“It’s efforts like this that make
Redditch such a strong and proud com-
munity.”

During the visit, Mr Bloore met with
young people and leaders from the
group, hearing about their activities
and the importance of maintaining wel-
coming, safe spaces for future genera-
tions.
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Musical fundraiser aims
to boost restoration bid

A LIVE music night at Severn
Valley Railway’s Kidderminster
Station tea room will raise funds
towards restoring an important
piece of British history.

Local band After Hours will per-
form music from the 1960s, 70s and
80s from 6pm to 8pm tomorrow
(Saturday, May 2).

The cash raised will go to the
Stanier 8F Locomotive Society Ltd
charity which is trying to restore the
RE Memorial Locomotive No 48773
to its former glory.

The historic locomotive was built
in 1940 to assist with the war e ort
and was numbered 307 by the War
Department.

Following Hitler’s invasion of
Russia in 1941, Prime Minister
Winston Churchill wanted to help
Russian leader Stalin.

The Arctic convoys to Archangel
and Murmansk are famous, but less
well known is the second supply route
known as ‘The Back Door to Russia’
using the ports of the Persian Gulf
and Iranian State Railways. A con-
tingent of 42 locomotives and 2,500
Royal Engineers (Railway Sappers)
embarked for Iran in September.

‘With recent reports on the Strait
of Hormuz dominating global head-
lines, it is fascinating to report this
locomotive - based at the SVR -
negotiated that very waterway as
part of the convoy which arrived at
the Iranian port of Abadan in early
December 1941.

Gl Sy

On display at the SVR’s Engine
House Visitor Centre at Highley,
what was the War Department’s
locomotive No 307, is now dis-
played carrying its British Railways
No 48773.

Returned to the UK in 1952 after
service in Egypt’s Suez Canal Zone,
the locomotive was bought by the
Society from British Railways in

Since then, the locomotive has
travelled 152,000 miles on revenue
earning service on the SVR and vis-
its to other heritage railways.

In recognition of its military serv-
ice overseas, 48773 was Dedicated
as the Royal Engineers Memorial

/ e

ROYAL ENGINEERS | ™\

“MORIAL LOCOMOTIV

et gl

The cash
from the
music night
will go to the
Stanier 8F
Locomotive
Society Ltd’s
fundrais-
ingg cam-
paign to get
Locomotive
No 48773
back on
track. s

(G :"’

Locomotive in 1986.

Subsequently, with the aid of
the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, the number of casual-
ties was researched and in 2002,
354 names were recorded on a
Roll of Honour now displayed at
Highley.

Tomorrow’s music night came
about thanks to Maurice Preece from
Bromsgrove who is the bass player
for After Hours and is also a mem-
ber of the Stanier 8F Locomotive
Society.

Society chairman Je Ryan said:
“We were delighted to accept
Maurice’s very generous o er and
are looking forward to a hugely

enjoyable trip down memory lane.”

Maurice added: “After Hours
band members have enthusiastically
endorsed this event for an extremely
worthwhile cause.”

The amount needed to give the
historic locomotive the extensive
overhaul it needs to get it back on
track will be more than §1million.

The charity has raised more than
£170,000 to date.

Tickets for tomorrow’s music
night are £8.50, available from
Maurice on 07766 755889 or visi-
tors can pay on the night.

Visit 8fsociety.co.uk for more
on the society and Locomotive No
48773.

* %k %k % A

just(go!holidays

Steaming through

Trustpilot

By Coach from Bromsgrove, Redditch

Torquay, South Devon

Reader Travel

Legens of

Standard

& Dartmoor National Park
Departing Mon 8 Jun ‘26, Mon 21 Sep ‘26
Torquay is the perfect location to enjoy a seaside getaway in the heart
of the English Riviera! We explore this lovely landscape with a cruise on
the River Dart, a scenic drive through the Dartmoor National Park and
spend time in beautiful Dartmouth.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove
¢ 4 nights at the Riviera Hotel, Torquay (JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast
v 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks {(April & October
departures only)
v/ Entertainment some evenings
¢/ Scenic drive through Dartmoor National Park
¢ Cruise on the River Dart
¢ Excursions to Buckfast Abbey, Princetown, Tavistock, Dartmouth & Totnes

the Peak District & Chatsworth House
Departing Mon 6 Jul ‘26

Revisit the golden age of rail on this captivating journey, as we board
a vintage train and pass enchanting landscapes of the Peak District,
discover Chatsworth House and Bakewell. We also visit Eyam, plus
there’s the opportunity to explore Ashbourne.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

v/ 4 nights at the Palace Hotel & Spa, Buxton (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢ Heritage train journey on Peak Rail
v/ Excursions to Bakewell, Eyam & Chatsworth House

Liverpool & Historic Chester
Departing Sun 14 Jun ‘26

Explore Liverpool’s vibrant streets, famous for music and maritime
history and Chester’s Roman and medieval charm. On this tour, we
stay at the central Adelphi Hotel and enjoy a guided coach tour of
Liverpool’s legendary spots.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove
¢ 4 nights at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool (JG2 rating) with dinner

& breakfast
¢ 2 for 1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks
+/ Guided city tour of Liverpool
Optional excursion to Ashbourne (£12pp) v/ Excursion to Chester
Optional excursion to Southport (E12pp)
P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG
Optional excursion to Dawlish & Teignmouth (£15pp) - Book by 15 May 2026
P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG
- Book by 15 May 2026

5 Days by Coach only £529 5 Days by Coach only £419 5 Days by Coach only £389

Single Supplement £100 Single Supplement £80 Single Supplement £80 it
¥ BRITISH
£ TRAVEL ¥

— —— DS =

For more information, or to book, please call or visit us online at ‘91)“&?

03332 342 514 quotc osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

justgoholidays.com/OSG
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Bringing all the sounds

of a musical golden era

A MUSICAL celebrating the
‘Merseybeat’” sound which
originated from Liverpool in
the 1960s will be performed at
Bromsgrove’s Artrix at 7.30pm
on Friday, May 15.

This is Merseybeat celebrates
the 1960s sound of Liverpool,
direct from the world-famous
Cavern Club.

This vibrant, energetic and excit-
ing show features the Cavern’s
resident Merseybeat combo, The
Shakers, plus guest artists Neil
Ainsby as Gerry Marsden and Danie
Cox as Cilla Black. And the show
also features renowned Liverpool
Everyman and Playhouse actor,
Paul Codman, as the ‘host with
the most’.

This is Merseybeat is a love
letter to Liverpool as, uniquely,
every song in the show was per-
formed by a Liverpool 60s artist,
showcasing the city’s world-beat-
ing musical heritage like no other
touring production today.

Critics have described the show
as ‘outstanding’ and ‘must-see’
while others said it was ‘as close
as time travelling back to that
unique era as you can get’.

The story is set in 1963 in
Liverpool when there is a ‘whole
lotta shakin’ goin’ on’ in the
Cavern Club - a backstreet beat
cellar.

This is Merseybeat takes the
audience from the depths of
Number 10, Mathew Street, to the

‘Beat Boom’ which started there
and over the next two years when
‘Merseymania’ ruled the world.

The show features all the big
Mersey Sound hits, classic Cavern
stompers and a shot of rhythm
and blues (with just a little rock
n’ roll on the side, just for good
measure) from The Beatles,
Gerry and The Pacemakers, The
Searchers, Cilla Black, Billy J
Kramer and The Dakotas, The
Big Three, Chuck Berry, Larry
Williams, Little Richard and many
more.

Merseybeat was the bedrock of
the swinging 60s and the key that
opened the door for the British
Beat Boom in 1963 and the world-
wide British invasion of 1964 with
The Beatles leading the way.

As the story unfolds, viewers
will experience the Cavern Club
right up to the ‘Merseymania’ Hit
Parade years when Liverpool was
‘top of the pops’.

The show was devised, written
and produced by Tony O’Keefe,
the Liverpool musician/actor and
founder of The Shakers who have
been resident in the Cavern Club
since 2006 and are Merseyside’s
foremost beat combo around
today.

Since its debut show in 2018,
This is Merseybeat has had a suc-
cessful run around England and is
now coming to Bromsgrove.

Visit artrixbromsgrove.co.uk
for more information.

This is Merseybeat will bring the famous sounds of 1960s
Liverpool to Bromsgrove’s Artrix. s
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New bid to
tackle crime

WEST Mercia Police and Crime
Commissioner John Campion has
invested in two new 4x4 vehicles to
help the force’s officers tackle rural
crime.

Statistics show a third of West
Mercia’s population lives in a rural
area and the force covers 8,451 farms
- the most in England and more than
double the second-highest force total
of Lincolnshire.

Due to off-road capability, the 4x4s
will help officers access areas standard
police cars struggle to reach, includ-
ing: bridleways, farm tracks, uneven
ground and locations where road con-
ditions can slow down responses.

This investment is a step forward
into delivering a key priority within
the PCC’s Safer Communities Plan:
‘supporting rural communities to feel
safe’.

Recent progress includes the roll-out
of rural crime training for call han-
dlers, delivering a partnership with the
NFU following feeback from the farm-
ing community and continued funding
for five Rural and Business Officers.

Mr Campion said: “With West Mercia
Police covering the fourth-largest geo-
graphical policing area in England and
Wales, the mix of urban and rural land-
scapes presents unique challenges.”

‘West Mercia Police Chief Constable,
Richard Cooper, welcomed the invest-
ment adding it strengthened the force’s
ability to provide a visible and reliable
police presence for rural communities
and reflected the continued commit-
ment to keeping people safe wherever
they lived.

Call police on 101 or Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111 to report rural
crime.

Artrix Bromsgrove

Book Now
01527 361324

FRIDAY 15 MAY
ALZ.30PM,

74

VIR

DIRECT FROM
_THE CAVERN

R
N

FEATURING HITS FROM ALL YOUR FAVOURITE CAVERN CLUB ARTISTS
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3

The Standard, Friday May 1, 2026

____ suboku | CROSSWORD
|

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY

6

2 1 3
3|1]9 2 4
7 2 B 9
6 1|7 4
1 6 9 5
719 8
9 5 7|6

HARD

ACROSS DOWN

1. As a fact (8) 2. End (7)

5. Heroic poem (4) 3. Vertical (7)

9. Indigent (4) 4. Absence of haste (13)
10. Quarrel (8) 6. Biased (7)

11. Sudden thrust (5) 7. Smoothly (7)

12. Anointing (7)
13. Emotionally (13)
18. Theatrical (8)

8. Surgical instrument (6)
13. Melancholy (7)
14. Approaching (7)

19. Pipe (4)
20. Building (7) 15. Assloping type (6)
21. Trap (5) 16. Word meaning
22. Wise man (4) complete opposite (7)
23. Gather (8) 17. Bounteous (7)

Y

Sq'\bb\e"ad

9

8

517

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

[M/NGSE
Ol1BOL
CKIRD
vocsL
EREL I
BYRYD
UNESA
SILST
DOIKE
SGPES
INARE
FGHEM
ORTMO
AlWEK
MYAHT

Eminem

MIWTAZT<OIWNEZpPpmMO=<
NIMMrrn0oIlInNImICD
cCOo-HITIOVOOrr msSs-ATrmom
emr-Mm<OUO=—-—=-=FO<m

OJOCHE—-—Z=S0OWOImM=EITH
oOmnwoZ—==mI—-—-0Cc-mSsS
Z—=-mMm>»Z200Z2ZMEP>P=EZ2P
mmMOrOsSoOoOImMAIZ<><<
Z0N0ZC—-rozZz—-mmon-<

m—-—0O000O<K-H=EmEmMm-rco

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

639 gives an animal;
53124  gives a snake;
23178  gives a bird.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

DICE
Rodents
Unit of distance
Small mammal
State benefit
Child's toy
ROLL

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

AT
E E

How you rate
20 words: average 40 words: very good
30 words: good 50 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

2 7 20 21

. |
.
21 15 10 |24 15 15
A
19 |22 [18_|[19 |18 |13 |4 1 (14

T

1

N<X<XS<CANIOTVOZErX=—=—=IOTMmMOUN®EP
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1.

16.

Television series of the 1980s which starred George
Cole and Dennis Waterman (6)

One who cuts, prepares and lays stones (5)

--- Ball, television and radio presenter who was the
first female host of the Radio 1 Breakfast Show (3)
Series of bands of coloured light obtained by
diffusing white light through a prism (8)

State of the USA, capital Salt Lake City (4)

Surname of the President of the Republic of Uganda
from 1966-71 and 1980-85 (5)

King or prince of a race of people who occupied Peru
before the coming of the Spaniards (4)

Dilute acetic acid, used as a condiment, preservative,
etc(7)

See 21 Across

17 &19 Across Northem constellation, the Great Bear (4,5)
21 & 16 Across Stage name of the actor, manager and

24.

25.

26.
2.

composer famous for Glamorous Night, Perchance to
Dream, etc (4,7)

Surname of the novelist whose work include a series
set in the imaginary county of Barsetshire (8)

Card game in which each player is given five cards
and calls the number of tricks he expects to win (3)
See 4 Down

Agricultural implement for mowing and reaping (6)

DOWN

1

2.
3.

City in Saudi Arabia which was the 9,
birthplace of Mohammed (5)

A morbid craving for alcohol (10) 10.
The right-hand page of an open book (5)

4 & 26 Polish-born chemist and physicist who, with

5.
6.

-

her French husband, discovered radium in 12
1898 (5,5)

According to Luke, Chapter 2, a “just and 13:
devout man waiting for the Saviour” (6)
Light-coloured, Indian ox held to be 14.
sacred (4)

City in Rhineland-Palatinate, on the river
Moselle near the Luxembourg frontier (5)
Carnivorous animal, allied to the dog, with
disproportionately short back legs, which
affect its gait (5)

Science of describing or representing the
features of a particular place in detail (10)
Ancient British tribe whose leader was
Queen Boudicca (or Boadicea) (5)
Shortened name for a large instrument of
the violin family, held between the knees

It's time to
Like, Follow & WHAT'S ON

Subscribe

Don’t be LEFT BEHIND......
@ RedditchStandard o TheRedditchStandard ® @RedStand

and played with a bow (5)

One of several varieties of sporting dogs,
trained to stand rigid on scenting game (6)
The largest living species of deer of North
America (5)

20 & 22 French writer of science fiction,

23.

including Twenty Thousand Leagues Under
the Sea (5,5)

The remnant of the Long parliament, from
1659 to 1660, or from Pride’s Purge, 1648,
toits first dissolution in 1653 (4)
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tormorrow.

Anonymous

FLORAL TRIBUTES
—

- — VS
DEATHS MEMORIAL
I SERVICES
EE—
SUSAN /f you have a mes
WYATT v i

10 m ( i
11/5/57 - 23/4/26
Loving Daughter

Sonia,
Ex Husband Kevin
and Grandkids
Rest In Peace
sweet one

God Bless

DEATHS
—

SIDLEY

Anthony Hubert
Arthur George

Aged 92 years

Passed away peacefully on
Monday 6th April 2026.

Beloved Husband to the late Edna. Much
loved Dad to Julie, Andrew & Steven,
and Grandfather to Shaun and Jorden.

Anthony will be greatly missed by all of
his family and friends.

A service to celebrate Anthony’s life will
take place at Redditch Crematorium on
Friday 8th May 2026, at 2.00 p.m.

Donations if so desired to Age UK
Bromsgrove may be sent to

Thomas Brothers, The Funeral Directors,
Birchfield House, 494 Evesham Road,
Redditch, B97 5JF

01527 547777
Thank You

IN MEMORIAM
—

In Loving memory of

Kenneth
Llewellyn
CHAMBERS

Passed away 10/3/97 aged 60 years

Brother to John, Brother in Law to
Jennifer & Uncle to Charlotte & Family

Love & kisses
Miss you

lLour feam on

sy it
lm/,-‘ir«.z,“ﬁﬁ‘*\..:

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

; Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
7 Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times
Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

sTNS3%

THE NURSERY SHOP

ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddlich co. uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tél01527 550 700

Redditch B97 5XP

Sadly most of us will - -
experience losmgaloveﬂ, ‘

@ﬁ?ﬁg‘sofﬁéone whatever

the ci‘rcurgs and

is never easy and effects
different peoplein

different ways. But here
you'll find there are people
and companies just a visit
or phone call away who
can offer guidance -
whether it be with

itself or helping
you come to
terms with
whathas ¢
happened.

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family™
to care for your family

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH STUDLEY
01905783188 01527 852213

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

An Independenti Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE

01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939 -

“A family concer
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@
AT . W | -_—

FUNERAL UNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
E—— |

MORTONS (

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

R.L.Rea

“Where saying lI'uncral Directors Ltd.
goodbye means
everything” = » "A 1 : ., - . x
y g S = || ° A Family Firm Established in 1967
Whatever style of funeral you're looking - ] \ T =i . = ° Y r L I I d nd t C m I t
for, whether direct cremation, traditional, » 2\ . e - ou oca U n epe en o p ete
contemporary, or somewhere in ‘ v Funeral Directors and Memorial
between, you can put your trust in us. = | r Al M
. asons
sl ol Coe ML RN @y » Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
0121459 911 Professional Service 24 hours a day,
Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery Professionally qualified ) . 365 days a year
independent funeral directors S E A
Pot e Edoiwasion Wk b * Private Chapel of Rest

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

your loved ones Ecl:zilsllé)sléja‘gglyn()t send gzll’lrlaoulllﬂ 01527 588688
Lt i - ;‘ s
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Appointments

ELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

- =
, N\ DROITWICH SPA
HIGH SCHOOL
o) ® AND SIXTH FORM CENTRE Lie. Changing. Leorning.

Cover Supervisor
Required from: ASAP

Scale: Band 7

Required for our Pre-Prep School a NEVER TOO FAR AWAY Salary: £23,025 (£29,975 FTE) per annum

LUNCHTIME
SUPERVISOR

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE @ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553

A leading co-educational Boarding and Day School with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive grounds.

Contract: term time only usually worked at the rate of

32.5 per week during published plus inset
days.
Closing Date: ~ 5th May 2026 (9AM)
We currently have an opportunity for a Lunchtime Interview Dates: TBC

Supervisor to join our team working Monday to Friday About Our School

LA TS M Sy Full and part time drivers required for home to || NS aee oAb
Full details and the online application form is available sch00| contracted transpoﬂ. Competitive rates Of

through the School website surrounding villages, making our intake socio-economically

www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk pay and ﬂexible WOI’king hOUI’S. diverse, which our entire staff play up to ‘and thrive~ upon.
Closing date for all licati " You are strongly encouraged to read our ‘Information for
osmf‘lo:deayol IaM:|;|:2;2a6lons s compan Vehlcle pI‘OVIded and fu" aSSIStance Prospective Colleagues.” We expect that it will give you an
y ’ even deeper feel for the community we serve, our ethos, our
The School s committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of chicren | | WloY o) E=X1oT1g o IAV(o 11| g o \'Z:\ (=W o 11 CHITo=T o U=V (W T-No ATy A | |culture and what our school is like day to day.

and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection
screening, including checks with past employers and DBS

About the Vacancy
For fu rther deta“s please ca" Are you someone who loves working with young people and

wants to make a difference in their school experience? We
01527 60000 are looking for a dedicated individual to join our Cover Team.
Rx’/ I N I E RF O L D Whilst experience is preferred, it is not essential as we want
sty 5 = o to find the right person and will offer training to support
xS P REP g it or emall acco"I“S@aznﬁok.cﬂ.“k development in this role.

BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

We currently have an opportunity at
WINTERFOLD HOUSE SCHOOL for a

TEACHING ASSISTANT -
EARLY YEARS

To commence September 2026, we seek a qualified
Teaching Assistant (Level 3) to join our team here at
Winterfold House School
Monday to Friday 8.30 a.m.- 3.30 p.m. term time only,
plus four weeks of holiday club work during school
holiday periods.

As a Cover Supervisor you will supervise the classes of
teachers who are unavailable for reasons including meetings,
training, trips and short termillness. This is a key role in our
school and we seek to appoint someone who is able to
communicate, inspire and support our students to achieve
their goals. A commitment to working collaboratively with
colleagues and to continuous professional development should
not be underestimated.

How to Apply

'You will find a link to the job description, a person
specification, information for prospective colleagues, an
application form and further information on how to apply
here:
https://website.droitwichspahigh.worcs.sch.uk/index.php/sc

P P

hool/join-us/job-vacancies/

Full details and application forms are available on the school
website: www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

Closing date for all applications is
Monday |1 May 2026.

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people.

If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to get in touch
via jobs@droitwichspahigh.worcs.sch.uk

Droitwich Spa High School is committed to safeguarding and
Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening promoting the welfare of children and young people and

including checks with past employers and the Disclosure expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
Barring Service.
FLAIR @ DISCIPLINE @« ACADEMIC RIGOUR i sinN I ERFOLD
O SG O . Gazo5® PREP » PRE -PREP » NURSERY

o HDEgao L we can oﬁer u BROMSGROVE SCHOOL
vo - We currently have an opportunity at

We currently have the following opportunities at our

Pre-Preparatory School WINTERFOLD HOUSE SCHOOL for a

NURSERY TEACHING ASSISTANT
KEYWO RKE Rs To commence September 2026, we seek a qualified

Teaching Assistant (Level 3) to join our team here at
Monday to Friday 8.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. (52 weeks of the

Winterfold House School
year) or Monday to Friday 8.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m., term time Monday to Friday 7.45 a.m.- 6.00 p.m. term time only.
only plus 8 weeks of work during school holiday periods.

Full details and application forms are available on the

We seek qualified, professional and personable individuals to school website: www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk

carry out these roles, working with Nursery aged children
in school.

Closing date Monday |1 May 2026

Closing date for all applications is
Monday |1 May 2026.

caroline.birkenhead@bullivanimedia.
Full details and application forms are available on the school ke"y.tay'or@hu"IVammedla.CUm The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the

website: www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk welfare of children and young people.

- o
The School is i to safeg ing and p ing the welfare of children B 'l " n / ]
and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection y U ' ¢ 77 p [ 7[ I

screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening
including checks with past employers and the Disclosure
Barring Service.
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Require the following i_n the Redditch, www taurustaxis.co.uk
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Kidderminster areas Salary or Pension?

Pal't Time Then we could Help !!
Drivers DRIVERS

Transporting children to school. . REQUIRED .
Vehicle provided. With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
— ALSO — Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid

Passenger We also require

_ PSV DRIVERS

ASSISta nts with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

Part time hours with or For Further Details Please Call
without experience.
Contact 07399 848 639 07773 022 239

g I Bullivantedia

We can offer you

GREAT LOCAL GO\(II;RAGE

Contact
Caroline or Kelly

27588625
01527 588749

caroline.birkenhead@hullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

CHURCH LANE, HASELOR

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to repair or replace
defective manhole cover and frame.

Order Commences: 7 May 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 7 May 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918
389363.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website ickshire.gov.

MISCELLANEQUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS
L L [ L [
BEDS NEWDoubles | WILLOW tree | COSATTO yellow | SPEAR & Jackson | NEW under counter
£95 Singles £59 King demdaco  “Thank | brown pram, carry | C or d 1 e s s| freezer £90
size £159. Second [ You” plaque by [ cot, rain cover, bag | Lawnmower with 2 | _07799851517
hand doubles £49 Susan Lordi. In & more=like new!

Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59Can
deliver 07703 925662
RECLINER
CHAIRelectric
rise & recline £169
Manual recline chair

original box. £3.00
Tel: 07934132759

DURABLE travel
suit /  garment
bag with shoulder
strap, multiple zip
closure pockets, two

uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 01 May 2026

Allyour fatest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notics, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

£300 For
& photos
07936568004
AMELIA by toTs white
crib cot 180x80cm
sturdy solid wood -
excellent condition!

details
call

hangers £3.00 Tel: -
£60 High seated | 07934132750 ﬁ,‘f’,',','fel:f mh‘“‘&“
chair £40Can deliver QUALCAST  Rotary ink cc;verqs £185
07703 925662 I caeod | B e
IMOWEr - gOO For details & photos
RUNNER  BEAN [ working order £20 | call 07936568004
Plants, £2. a tray | 07743929558 TWO corded hedge
of 12 plants 8 foot | NESCAFE Dolce | trimmers for sale
canes 75p. 01905 | Gusto Coffee | one 51cm cutter one
778926 madchme( o “g;g 46cm cutter, in fair
0ds use i i
6  Skovby  dining 87743929558 condition. IB"Lh "1'1[}5‘
chairs tubular metal Ll
NY ‘Walkm:
holstery. £1500n0 | Cassette  WM-F63. | 37 jamb eroon focdors
01527 540006 2 x lamb creep feeders

MAMAS & Papas,
large rocking horse
on wooden frame.
Very good clean
condition (collection
only) £45.00 Tel:
07934132759

ROLAND Cartier
leather shoes with
mesh inserts, peep
toe, stiletto heel,
colour pewter,
size 8. Still in box.
Worn once indoors.
Excellent condition.

Original cost
was  £65.00 Will
accept £15.00 Tele:
07934132759

Bright Yellow, Water
Resistant, great
physical condition,
stored for years, only
stereo radio working

24 feeding slots

£250 and £230 07813

443674
HOBBYCRAFT New

battery + charger
£95 Cordless Grass
Trimmer with
battery + charger
£55 07767847271
Stratford on Avon

LIGHT oak dining
table & chairs £50
ono 07799851517

YEW glass / wood
corner cabinet £15
07799851517

GOLF Set 2 woods,

17 rung aluminium

10 irons, putter, double ladders
bag, trolley £75 ono excellent condition
01527 460742 £50 07864037112
WANTED
[

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 257 643

well.  07817171680. | ~ clear glass jam jars in

£90 original pt
STOWAMATIC| & cardboard

electric golf trolley wrapper. £8.00 wm“&

brand new battery Buyer Collects. Tel

fitted 1 07523 431568 =

condition _~ £150 |7 begs of mixed WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
_ 01562825253 | clothing suitable for &
TABLE & 4 chais | cat boot sale £10 Vintage or New

112cm x 72 cm height each 0121 474 6174 Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
_74cm 07713769333 | FREE freezer ideal as

STRAWBERRY plants
pack of 6 Elsanta
plants £2.50 tray of
60 large plugs £20.
01905 778926

secondary  freezer
for garage etc, size
23.5 in wide x 22 in
deep x 33.5 in high.
Tel 0121 704 9252

The same paper youl

and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately
Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313

Pon’t forget t0
advertise, call

01527 588683

www.redditchstandard.co.uk/editions
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk/editions
www.droitwichstandard.co.uk/editions

le, tablet and computer
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HANDYMAN
—

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—-_—

(i\ My Clean Gutters

(100% ¥

0,

Freephone: 0800 01063373
Birmingham 0121 652 0374
Redditch: 01527 900 787
Mooite: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

GRASS CUTTING

COVERING REDDITCH,
STUDLEY & BROMSGROVE

No job too small
Locally based

can 07512 852290

GARDENING
SERVICES

BUILDERS
——— .

DECORATING &
PAINTING

DA SMITH|
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmith @live.co.uk

[7841 600 85« 1627 BiGZL

BEST LEAVE
ITTOTHE g

Check out our
Classified pages!

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

- _ Email:
EEE @I EENVE ]

Specialists in plant care and pruning
¢ Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming

* Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture

with a local major Garden Centre

Registered Waste Carrier

CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

JEFS

-

Garden Services

Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,

Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote
07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104
www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

KITCHENS
—

S.wW
INSTALLATIONS

LOGS

LOGS
FOR SALE
Mainly Ash

£ 1203 £22008 390
loads delivered

Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken

Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our
website

www.rbtimber.uk

GARDENING REMOVALS/
SERVICES STORAGE
Dreagorn/fy ||[WAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS
GARDENING

Single items to full van I
House Clearances

e

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery

Collection of unwanted household items -
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

LOCAL

Reep ¢t lacal!
Give them
a call!

eSS

oads

ROOFING
—

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling ° Garage
* Chimneys rebuilt

Roofs ¢ Flat Roofs
and re-pointed

* Garage Conversions °* Driveways
* Building Maintenance ¢ Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over 15

years local roofing and

building services experience

For more details, please call

07952 797 973 or

01527 454325

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS

nis (Redditch) LTD

SKIP HIRE
—

Redditch Skip
Hire Lid

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available 'Ijrop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

&

+ Tre Work + Paving * Fencing *

Contact us today

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landseape Specialst s  rusted, professional company with
4 grea reputaio o uphold and hve over 20 years experience inthe rade.
fiial Grass * Asto Tur  Patios

EPHONE: 0800 747 1704  LANDLINE: 01527 906 517
reeandlandscapespecialistsdgmail.com
wiwreeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

oo (0




WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 251643
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Spa gearing up
for derby clash
in play-off final
against Raiders

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH Spa
will play rivals Worcester Raiders
in the Hellenic League Premier
Division play-off final this week-
end.

The Saltmen battled to a 1-0 victory
against Cirencester Town in the play-
off semi-finals as Josh Hurdman'’s late
goal settled the tie at the King George
Playing Fields.

And the victory has set up a derby
clash in the play-off final between
Droitwich and Worcester.

Raiders stunned league runners-up
Roman Glass St George to reach the
play-off final and book a date with
Droitwich.

Spa completed a league double
over Raiders after winning 3-1 at
Worcester last month following a 4-2
home win against their rivals back in
December.

However, Worcester beat Spa in
both the Worcestershire Senior Cup
and Wiseman Floodlit Cup this sea-
son.

Raiders finished six points and
two places below spa in the Hellenic

League Premier Division table.

More than 500 supporters packed
into Kingy’s to watch the club’s semi-
final success against Cirencester.

Both Hurdman and Perry Moss went
close early on before the latter forced
a corner later in the half with a near-
post effort.

Spa goalkeeper Joe Stockton then
tipped Kyle Pitts’ header over the
crossbar with the away side’s first
meaningful attempt of the half.

The final chance of the first period
saw Cory Rudd send a free-kick wide
of the post from a promising posi-
tion.

Droitwich almost broke the dead-
lock early in the second half as
Jack Brighton’s shot hit the post
and Cirencester goalkeeper Ronnie
Newberry gathered the rebound.

And Moss sent a shot narrowly over
the crossbar as the game edged closer
to the final whistle.

However, Hurdman eventually put
Spa ahead with nine minutes left to
play as he applied the finishing touch
to a free-kick into the box from the
left.

Droitwich play Worcester in the
play-off final on Saturday, May 2 with
kick-off at 3pm at the King George
Playing Fields.

772040712800
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Q/ LANDSCAPING

LANDMARK

DRIVEWAYS
FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
. * Bri * Turfing * Gravelli

* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing

Years - No Deposit Required

Tom Ingram leads a trail,of'drivers at
Donington Park. Picture by Mark Cowdrill.

Team Vertu start BTCC season
with double podium in last race

BTCC: DROITWICH-based
Team Vertu began the
2026 British Touring Car
Championship (BTCC) sea-
son with a double podium at
Donington Park.

Reigning champion Tom
Ingram and newly-signed driv-
er Ricky Collard both stepped
onto the podium in the final
race of the opening weekend
of the season.

Defending champion Ingram
endured a nightmare start to
his title defence with the driver
disqualified from the first race.

Ingram thought he had made
the perfect start to the season
when crossing the line in first

p
However, Ingram received a
post-race disqualification with

his car deemed to have a sig-
nificant overboost.

That meant Tom Chilton’s
ninth-place finish proved the
Droitwich team’s highest fin-
ish in race one with Nicolas
Hamilton 17th while Collard
suffered a DNF.

Collard recovered to finish
eighth in race two with Chilton
further back in 13th place in
another difficult race for the
team.

Both Ingram and Hamilton
did not start the race with the
former’s car suffering from an
alternator failure.

However, Ingram showed
his champion mentality to fin-
ish second in the final race of
the weekend to secure a first
podium finish of the season.

Ingram finished on the podi-
um despite starting the race
from the very back of the grid
while Collard crossed the line
just behind in third place.

Further down the track,
Hamilton finished 18th while
Chilton suffered a DNF.

Team Vertu team owner,
Justina Williams said: “We
have mixed emotions after the
opening round as we know we
could have had more points
on the board, but we've also
shown that we have a strong
car and driver line-up with the
result of the final race of the
weekend.

“As a team, we need to take
the positives from the opening
rounds and come out fighting
at Brands Hatch.”

Yokohama
Authorised \‘t
Tyre
pealer

JEFFERIES

TYRES

TRADE TYRE PRICESTO
THE PUBLIC

Est 1988

OVER 3,000 NEW & PART USED TYRES IN STOCK
Serving Trade & Public for over 35 Years

Alloy Refurbishment & Alloy Repair Service
Hunter Alignment & Wheel Balancing Available

01527 831829

Unit 4 - 22 Sherwood Road - Bromsgrove - B60 3DR

\J

il

* DRIVEWAYS
* PATIOS

“+* BLOCK PAVING
TARMACADAM

* FENCING

LANDMARK

LANDSCAPING DRIVEWAYS

4 No Deposits Required Al
All Work Guaranteed —

wwwlahdmarkdrlveways Co. uk
Call Free 0800 191 0282 fora

free no obligation quotation. Alternatively,

call us on Tel: 01905 886549

Checkatrade.com




