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What should town’s
new pub be named?

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

RENOWNED brewery and
pub chain Black County Ales
will take over the former
Droitwich Working Men’s
Club, which closed its doors
in March.

The club shut after 106 years in the
town and the future of the building
was uncertain.

Now Black Country Ales has con-
firmed it has bought the venue and
will transform it into one of its popu-
lar pubs.

Standard readers can help name
the new venue as, through this paper,
the company wants to hear people’s
ideas for what the new pub should
be called.

Black Country Ales said: “Droitwich
has a strong tradition of community
venues and alehouses serving local
residents and visitors drawn to the
town, with spaces like this central to
everyday life over many years.

“Our intention is to respect and
celebrate the heritage of the former
working men'’s club by carefully look-
ing after its character while bringing
it into use as a traditional real ale
pub.

“The aim is to serve local regulars
and visitors alike and to ensure the

Droitwich Spa Heritage Centre joint manager Becky Butler with

some of the original works.

Picture by Marcus Mingins 1926003MMR2

building continues to play an active
role in the town’s community for
years to come.”

Graham Manwaring, the manag-
ing director of Black Country Ales,
said: “We are very excited about
Droitwich and are looking forward
to delivering a Black Country Ales
pub for the local residents and our

customers from further afield. We do
not have a name for the premises at
the moment, so it would be exciting
to hear what locals would like.”

Paul Richards, chairman of the
Bromsgrove, Redditch and Droitwich
branch of the Campaign for Real Ale,
welcomed the news.

He said: “It’s great to see another

Celebrating a Beano legend

A NEW exhibition exploring the
works of talented Black Country
cartoonist Charlie ‘Chas’ Grigg
has gone on display at Droitwich
Heritage Centre, and will run until
June 26

Charlie is best-known for bring-
ing iconic characters such as
Desperate Dan and Korky the Cat,
to life.

His work featured in beloved
DC Thomson comics including The
Dandy, The Beano, Topper, and
Judy from the 1960s to the 1980s.
Charlie also drew nearly 200 post-
cards for saucy seaside company
Bamforths.

The exhibition showcases
Charlie’s work, generously loaned
from his family archive.

Viewers can explore the legacy of
Charlie, who was often described

addition to the Droitwich pub scene
and it’s fantastic to see the venue will
continue as a licensed premises.

“We are looking forward to it open-
ing.

“As far as we know, a name has not
been chosen yet so it will be interest-
ing to see what they come up with.”

Black Country Ales has almost

as the “Black Country’s best kept
secret”.

Despite his success, modest
Charlie remained unassuming,
rarely speaking of his accomplish-
ments and viewing his passion as
his “everyday work”.

Copies of the book Charlie ‘Chas’
Grigg — The Black Country’s Best
Kept Secret will be available to buy
from the Heritage Centre, with half
of the proceeds from sales going
to dementia charities, as Charlie
lived with the condition in his later
years.

The ‘piece of comic history’
exhibition coincides with both the
Rik Mayall Comedy Festival and
the national year of reading. Call
Droitwich Heritage Centre on 01905
774312 or email heritage@droit-
wichspa.gov.uk for more details.

60 pubs across the West Midlands,
including in Worcestershire.

The closest other Black Country
Ales hostelry is the Hanbury Turn, in
between Bromsgrove and Droitwich.
B What do you think the new Black
Country Ales pub should be called?
Email editor@droitwichstandard.
co.uk with your ideas.

'O,

Avery

l

'S
2

/(

¥ | Droitwich Mews

CARE HOME

Spring Fair
Friday 29 May | 2pm - 4pm

Welcome the season at our Spring Fair, with stalls, games, refreshments and
entertainment. A perfect chance for residents, families and the local community
to come together and enjoy the celebrations.

01905934182 averyhealthcare.co.uk

Mulberry Tree Hill, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 7SS

For all the latest news and features: br

”V,,

HISER
RECLINERS

PTO
309) OFFERS
OFE/IN STORE




PAGE 2

Green growth

AS WELL as an eventful week
nationally and regionally, the
Green Party locally is celebrat-
ing doubling its vote share at the
Redditch Borough Council elec-
tions.

In 2024, the Greens made up 8.7
per cent of the votes in Redditch
— this year that figure almost dou-
bled, to 17 per cent.

The trend follows a surge in
growth for the Greens, with
Bromsgrove and Redditch Green
Party growing from 70 to more
than 400 members in a year.

Kate van der Plank, chair of
Bromsgrove and Redditch Greens,
said: “It’s an exciting time to be a
Green Party member. We've never
seen a vote share like this and
we’re only just getting started.

“This election has not been easy.
Our opponents have not always
played fair.

“From announcing sensational-
ist policies designed to frighten
people into voting for them to
criticising our campaign online,
other parties have shown how wor-
ried they are about the growing
momentum of the Green Party.

“To this, we say: ‘we’re not
going anywhere’.

“In the battle between hope and
hate, we know hope will win even-
tually. Now is a time for building.

“We’ll be developing our next
election strategy and improv-
ing our vision for Bromsgrove,
Redditch and villages in North
Worcestershire.”
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Someone at the Door
at Birmingham Pride in
2023. s

Samba band aiming to
drum up new members

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

RENOWNED Bromsgrove
samba band Someone at
the Door is looking for new
recruits for its ‘caixa’ drum
section.

The popular band, which is due
to celebrate its 30th anniversary
next year, is particularly keen to
invite experienced kit drummers
or marching band-style snare play-

ers and feels the skills needed are
transferable to playing caixa. The
band is just as open to taking on
new recruits, it says.

The band practises twice per
month at Catshill Social Club, on a
Thursday evening.

Someone at the Door performs
at events, parades and carnivals
around 15 times per year, with
instruments, tuition and kit pro-
vided.

The group, which has around 40
percussionists and is hoping to fin-

ish the year closer to 50, can next
be seen at Birmingham Pride on
Saturday, May 23, where they will
lead the parade through the streets
of the Second City.

Band leader Rory Shannon said:
“The caixa is a snare-style drum
which provides the drive to the
grooves we play. The caixa section
in samba is a crucial part of the
bateria (full band), often referred
to as the ‘carpet’ of the ensemble.

“It is typically played with a pair
of drumsticks and is responsible

for providing the rhythm and ener-
gy to the samba.

“The caixa can be played in vari-
ous techniques, such as ‘em baixo’
(on the strap in front of the body)
and ‘em cima’ (above the chest),
each with its own set of traditional
grooves and rhythms. The caixa is
tuned high and is usually played
with guitar strings on the head, giv-
ing it a sharp and high sound.”

Visit someoneatthedoor.co.uk
for more on the band and how to
get involved.
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Coun Sue
Brazier is
named as
Mayor of
Droitwich. s
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Sue dons Droitwich chain of office

THE ANNUAL mayor making cer-
emony in Droitwich on Monday
saw councillor Sue Brazier take
up the chain of office.

Coun Brazier was elected as
Mayor of Droitwich at the town’s
Community Hall.

At the annual meeting of
Droitwich Spa Town Council,
Sue took over from Coun Chris
Bowden.

The new mayor represents
Copcut on the town council, is
a member of the Droitwich Litter
Squad and is known for her work
with the Droitwich Lions. She has

chosen the Lions as her charity
for the year.

Coun Dave Davidson, repre-
sentative for Central ward on the
town council, has been named
deputy mayor.

Coun Bowden has just ended
her second term as Mayor of
Droitwich, having previously
been appointed to the role in
2018.

Coun Richard Morris said:
“Coun Brazier already serves
our community so well, with the
Droitwich Spa Litter Squad and
Droitwich Lions club, as well as

in so many other ways. | wish
Sue a fantastic year.

“It was also good to see Coun
Dave Davidson made deputy
mayor, and big thanks to Coun
Christine Bowden for a year as
mayor.”

Coun Dan Birch also passed
on his heartfelt congratulations
to Coun Brazier, adding: “She
works incredibly hard and is
someone always willing to get
stuck in.

“Droitwich are lucky to have
Sue and | look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you.”

Witness appeal
after fatal crash
on M5 island

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

A PEDESTRIAN died and a man was
arrested after a fatal crash near
Junction 5 of the M5, in Wychbold.

The emergency services were called to the
A38 Rashwood roundabout shortly before
9pm on Thursday, May 7, after a lorry
crashed and overturned.

A 63-year-old man - a pedestrian who was
struck — died at the scene, despite the best
efforts of medics.

The crash occurred on the roundabout,
just before the motorway bridge and past the
northbound slip road to the M5, prior to it
rejoining the A38 towards Bromsgrove.

A 47-year-old man was arrested on suspi-
cion of causing death by careless driving.

He has been released, under investigation.

Det Con Paul Bosley said: “This was a
tragic incident in which a 63-year-old man
has lost his life and our thoughts are with his
loved ones at this very difficult time.

“Our enquiries are ongoing, and we are
continuing to ask for the public’s help to
piece together the circumstances leading up
to the collision.”

Appealing for any witnesses to come for-
ward, Det Con Bosley said officers particu-
larly wanted to hear from anyone who saw
the crash happen, or the pedestrian who was
walking along the A38 towards the motorway
roundabout or around the island itself.

He added, the force is trying to trace wit-
nesses who saw a lorry before the crash, as it
was travelling along the A38 from Droitwich
towards the roundabout.

The vehicle in question had a white cab
and a green curtain-sided trailer with white
writing on the side.

“We would also urge a man who was hitch-
hiking on the M5 northbound slip road at the
time to come forward, as he may have seen
the pedestrian shortly beforehand and could
hold vital information to assist our investiga-
tion,” said Det Con Bosley.

Witnesses, or anyone with CCTV or dash-
cam footage, should email sciusouth@west
mercia.police.uk, or call police on 101.
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Meeting the Royals

THE Mayor of Redditch,
councillor Joanna Kane,
was joined by Bromsgrove
District Council chairman
Sam Evans at the first
Buckingham Palace gar-
den party of the season.

Around 8,000 guests
donned their finery as
they gathered to enjoy
the party.

The King, Queen,
Princess Anne and the
Duke and Duchess of
Edinburgh were in attend-
ance.

Coun Kane said she
spoke to Queen Camilla
about the town.

“We told her that
Redditch has lots of won-
derful people doing fan-
tastic work in the commu-

nity and that being mayor
had given me a great
insight into this.

“She was very friendly
and complimented my
son on his Kkilt.

“It was also lovely to
catch up with Coun Evans
and to have a look around
the beautiful garden.”

Coun Evans said: “It
was both an honour and
a privilege to attend the
royal garden party and
to meet members of the

royal family, including
The King.

“ was also very
humbled to wear the

Bromsgrove District Cou-
ncil chain of office, to rep-
resent the town at this
national event.”

Mayor of Redditch, Coun Joanna Kane and
Chairman of Bromsgrove District Council, Coun
Sam Evans. s

REDDITCH’S ‘FTD Brothers’ have
raised more than £200,000 in a
week, for Alzheimer’s UK, as they
continue their All Ireland chal-
lenge of running 32 marathons in
32 days.

Jordan and Cian, both diagnosed with
the faulty microtubule-associated protein
tau (MAPT) gene — that leads to fronto-
temporal dementia — lost their mother to
the disease when she was just 52.

Despite the devastating reality of their
inherited condition, the brothers have
dedicated themselves to raising cash and
awareness for Alzheimer’s Research UK.

Jordan and Cian started their endur-

ance challenge in London, with Jordan
running the London Marathon with a
2bkg fridge on his back.

He wanted to show people “no matter
what they carry, they don’t have to carry
it alone”.

Support has surged for the brothers,
helping Jordan and Cian top an ambi-
tious, &1million fundraising goal far ear-
lier than expected. The pair have now hit
&£1.2million.

Jordan said: “We want to thank every-
one, both locally in Redditch, where it all
started; those who have engaged in our
online community; and now supported
our latest campaign in Ireland.

“But more than the money, we are
proud to have inspired mllllons of people
— and this is Just the start.”

Cian, who is supporting Jordan as his
physio, said: “We are so proud, as a fam-
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Support has surged for the inspiring Fleddltch siblings, who are fast becoming celebrities, above right. s

Bros smash &£1m target

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

ily, to have achieved that already, quicker
than we could ever have imagined.

“Clearly the devastation of a dementia
diagnosis resonates with so many. We are
extremely grateful to every single person
who has engaged with this campaign.

“Whether that be through a donation,
mteractmg with posts or engaging w1th
us in London or Ireland.”

This week, the brothers were set to
have covered Longford, Roscommon,
Westmeath, Galway and Clare.

Although the $1million target has been
surpassed, the FTD Brothers’ campaign
continues for the FTD Foundation — dedi-
cated to raising awareness of Alzheimer’s
and dementia, giving advocacy, and help-
ing families impacted by the conditions —
and for Alzheimer’s Society Ireland.

Visit gofundme.com/f/theftdbrothers to
donate.

PEAK SEASON

ARROW VALLEY
VISITOR CENTRE

THE BOATHOUSE

AT ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE

”
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WATER

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
MARCH - SEPTEMBER
MON - SAT
12PM - 7:30PM

SUNDAYS
1PM - 7:30PM

OFF PEAK SEASON

SCHOOL TERM TIME
MARCH - SEPTEMBER
FRI - SAT
12PM - 7:30PM

SUNDAYS
1PM - 7:30PM

visit arrowvalley.co.uk or scan here to
book. Walk-IN’s also welcome!
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Event honours those who
help Poppy Appeal grow

MEMBERS of the Bromsgrove
Royal British Legion (RBL)
and organisations which have
backed the Poppy Appeal met
for an awards evening.

The events are organised every
five years to recognise people’s
dedication to the Poppy Appeal
and the RBL.

Present on Monday at the
Bromsgrove Conservative
and Unionist Club was David
Herbert, the vice chairman
of the Worcestershire RBL
branch, Bromsgrove District
Council chairman, Coun Sam
Evans, and representatives from
Bromsgrove RBL.

Certificates of appreciation
were presented to sever- al
organisations for support-
ing the Poppy Appeal,
inlcuding  Chadsgrove
First School, Bromsgrove
School, Morrisons and the
Bromsgrove Standard.

In the long service
awards, Poppy Appeal col-
lector Patrick Crumb, stand-
ard bearer Dan Charlton,
supporter Caroline Khan and
bugler Ray Khan were recog-
nised for ten years service.

Highlighted for 15 years were
Bromsgrove RBL president
Barry Troth, welfare officer Kate
Harris-Reynolds and collector
Aaliyah Harris.

fMembers of the Bromsgrm RBL and organisations backing the Poppy Appeal were
recognised for their efforts and years of service. s
\

Appeal collectors Paul
and Sue Vaughan - a
husband and wife duo
- received their 25-year
awards

Bromsgrove RBL
chairman Jeff Evans said:
“I always get emotional on
these occasions as we recognise
the people who are out on the
streets making a real difference.

“Bromsgrove is a small branch
but we raise around £20,000 each
year for the Poppy Appeal.”

Coun Evans added: “It is
always great to see so many
large crowds at the annual
Remembrance parades but
Remembrance is so much more
than that and happens all year
round.”

He praised the work the RBL
did to help veterans and said: “I
am honoured and grateful to be
here tonight.”

Mr Herbert said everyone did
an amazing job, particularly the
cadets, but added the RBL was

shrinking and more members
were needed.

Claire Brookes,
Worcestershire’s Poppy Appeal
manager, praised everyone who
helped with the annual drive,
including Chadsgrove College,
the collectors, cadet forces and
other associations.

“When veterans’ lives fall
apart, the Royal British Legion
is there to help them rebuild
them. Wearing a poppy shows
everyone you care.”
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CONCERNS: PEOPLE concerned about speed-
ing in the Chawson area of Droitwich have
been urged to come forward.

‘West Mercia Police is looking to launch a
community speed watch scheme.

But, to run the scheme successfully, at least
six volunteers from the local community are
needed.

PCSO Denise Bushell, from Droitwich East
Safer Neighbourhood Team, said: “If you are
passionate about your area and have concerns
regarding speeding in Chawson, Droitwich,
this is an opportunity to make a difference and
improve road safety locally.

“Anyone interested in volunteering is asked
to send an email to their local policing team.”

People can email droitwicheast.snt@west-
mercia.police.uk to register their interest or for
more information.

SALE: BROMSGROVE'’S former Post Office
building was set to go under the hammer yes-
terday (Thursday).

The property on 121 High Street was part of
Bond Wolfe’s auction with a £150,000 guide
price.

The building, which dates back to the mid-
19th century, is in need of full refurbishment.

It is considered suitable for a variety of alter-
native uses, subject to any necessary planning
permission, including being used as a retail,
office or leisure space.

The building was most recently used by the
Post Office and is situated within a conserva-
tion area.

ALERT: HOMES were evacuated and bomb dis-
posal experts were called in during an incident
in Northfield on Saturday.

The incident happened in Hollymoor Way
when a suspect item was discovered.

The area was cordoned off while offic-
ers from West Midlands Police and the EOD
(Explosive Ordnance Disposal) dealt with the
situation.

After the items were deemed safe by the
experts, the cordon was lifted and residents
were able to return to their homes.

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct Floor
Home service

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

<+ Mobile showroom to your home
« 1000’s Samples to your door
<+ Fully qualified insured fitters
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¥l TR N R = : === ¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
/ , \' \ N s = = for OAP’S & disabled free of charge
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www.direct-floors.co.uk
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So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

w 3 e

..

| ) (& '3 .
We can help you move house, build an extension or

start 2 new hobby
\

Beyond

Storage_’

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
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To celebrate Val’s
achievement, senior
electoral services
officer Melissa Bassett
presented Val with a
bouquet. s

Count marked
a half century

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

ONE MEMBER of Redditch’s elec-
toral team was counting more than
votes after notching up 50 years in
the role.

A cornerstone of Redditch’s democratic
process since the 1970s, Val Newton, who
is 90 years old, has held almost every role in
the electoral system.

In her earlier decades, Val served as a
presiding officer, running polling stations
from 7am to 10pm before heading straight
to the count and often working into the early
hours.

Over half a century, she has witnessed
shock upsets, nailbiting recounts and deci-
sive victories in a town long regarded as a
political bellwether.

Reflecting on her extraordinary service,

Val said: “I just love counting and the excite-
ment that every election brings. I've seen
every result over the last 50 years. I'm proud
my counting has made sure the votes of
the people of Redditch are recorded accu-
rately.”

Born in Worcester and raised in Redditch
from the age of three, Val spent her working
life contributing to the town’s growth through
roles at Abel Morrels, Redditch Development
Corporation and Redditch Borough Council.

Her dedication to the community extends
far beyond election day.

Val is well known for her warmth, friend-
ship and creative talent — especially when
quilting and knitting hats for premature
babies. She keeps her mind sharp with daily
Sudoku and is a formidable Scrabble oppo-
nent. As Redditch hosted another important
election, Val's continued service stood as
a testament to accuracy, commitment and
community spirit.

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
/7> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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Reform UK now city council’s
biggest party after night of gains

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THERE were big gains for
Reform UK on Birmingham City
Council after last week’s local
election.

Nigel Farage’s party became the
biggest group on the council with
23 seats. The Green Party was sec-
ond on 19 with Labour and the
Conservatives joint third on 16.

The other seats were shared
between independent candidates
(14), Liberal Democrats (12) and
a single seat each was taken by the
Labour and Co-operative Party and
the Workers’ Party.

Reform UK'’s biggest gains were
in the south west Birmingham seats
- the party took two in Longbridge
and West Heath - Charles Latchford
polled 2,325 and his co-candidate
Anthony Ward achieved 2,168 to
top the poll.

The Conservative candidates fin-
ished third and fourth with Jack
Dixon polling 1,769 and Ron Storer
getting 1,700.

The Northfield seat was taken by
George Hall from Reform UK. He
notched up 1,317 votes, beating
Esther Rai (Labour) into second on
964.

In Allens Cross, Reform UK’s
Eddie Freeman polled 949 votes,
almost 300 more than Paul Smith
(Independent) who finished second.

In Rubery and Rednal, Reform

UK’s Rebecca Waters polled 943 and
edged out long-term Conservative
Adrian Delaney who finished on
852.

Gemma Guttridge from Reform
UK took Frankley Great Park with

| The make-up of the council is very
different after the city’s elections. s

1,192 votes. Simon Morrall, who
was a Conservative turned inde-
pendent, finished second with 691.

Other nearby seats - including
Bartley Green and Weoley and Selly
Oak - also went to Reform UK.

Reforrm’s other seats came from
the party taking two in Oscott, two
in Sheldon, two in Kingstanding
and one each in Perry Common,
Pype Hayes and Shard End.

The two seats in Glebe Farm and

Tile Cross went to Reform UK and
the Workers’ Party. These were
not declared until Monday because
recounts on Friday saw organisers
run out of time.

They were the last results and
ended up being postponed through-
out the weekend.

John Cotton, who was the Labour
leader of Birmingham City Council
before last week’s poll, lost his seat
in Glebe Farm and Tile Cross fol-
lowing the recounts.

Labour had controlled the council
with 65 seats out of 101 but have
now been reduced to just 16.

That reflected the results in local
authorities across the country but
the Birmingham bin strike, which
has now been going on for more
than 14 months, was also likely a
contributory factor.

The new-look Birmingham City
Council democracy map was a
rainbow of different colours - the
north was dark blue where the
Conservatives took eight of their
seats around Sutton Coldfield, the
south east was where most of the
Green Party seats were won, includ-
ing Kings Norton South, Druids
Heath and Monyhull, Bournbrook
and Selly Park, Stirchley, Brandwood
and Kings Heath, Billesley and Hall
Green North.

The Liberal Democrats won most
of their seats in the East of the city
- Acocks Green, Yardley West and
Stetchford, South Yardley, Yardley
East and Moseley.

The New
ceas

WESTON-SUPER-MARE
FOUR NIGHT SUNSHINE SPECIALS

All include four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May
Monday 1st June - Friday 5th June
Monday 8th June - Friday 12th June
Monday 22nd June - Friday 29th June
Monday 29th June - Friday 3rd July
Monday 27th July - Friday 31st July
Monday 28th Sept - Friday 2nd October

Was £329 NOW £272pp
Was £329 NOW £272pp
Was £335 NOW £283pp
Was £339 NOW £289pp
Was £355 NOW £293pp
Was £355 NOW £299pp
Was £345 NOW £293pp

Halel

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH FREE BAR INCLUDED

All include three nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm & optional coach travel

Friday 22nd May - Monday 25th May
Friday 29th May - Monday 1st June
Friday 5th June - Monday 8th June
Friday 26th June - Monday 29th June
Friday 3rd July - Monday 6th July

Friday 10th July - Monday 13th July
Friday 31st July - Monday 3rd August
Friday 28th August - Monday 31st August

iy

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

Amazing
Offers

Up To
25%
OFF

Was £295 NOW £239pp
Was £295 NOW £258pp
Was £295 NOW £262pp
Was £315 NOW £272pp
Was £319 NOW £279pp
Was £325 NOW £283pp
Was £325 NOW £283pp

s £339 NOW £295pp




Elgar Coaches Tours

GET AWAY THE ELGAR WAY

Saturday 23rd May, Saturday 27th June, Thursday 30th July, Saturday 5th September
Weston Super Mare

£28 Adult £22 Child

Friday 29th May 2 Market Special ( Leominster & Ludlow) £25
Saturday 30th May or Wednesday 19th August Barry Island £28 Adult £22 Child
Sunday 2nd August Liverpool — The Beatles Story. £46
Wednesday 26th August Summer Ride Around & Carvery Lunch £35

Saturday 19th September Andre Rieu
Sunday 11th October Queen Elizabeth II: Her life in Style at the Kings Gallery London..............ccoccneens.
Sunday 4th October Abba Voyage @ Abba Arena, London seated matinee performance ...
Sunday 18th October Westlife 25 The Anniversary World Tour bp pulse LIVE Birmingham .

Plus many more including Seasides, Markets and Cities. We also do gift vouchers.
We regularly update our Day trips brochure throughout the year.

HOLIDAYS 2026

22 June Island Getaway in Ryde, Isle of Wight Staying at The Royal Esplanade Hotel, Dinner Bed & Breakfast.
Also includes excursion to either Osbourne House or Cowes and a Scenic Island Tour ........5 Days from £495

3rd July Norfolk — The Magical Waterland and Royal Retreat. Staying at Wensum Valley Golf and Country
Club Hotel, Norwich. Includes Dinner Bed & Breakfast and an exclusive tour of Sandringham House,
a trip on the Bure Valley steam railway and a leisurely Broads Cruise from Wroxham Bridge....

4 Days ‘from £525
20th July Warners Alveston Hall, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and excursions to Nantwich and Chester
5 Days from £520

8th August Coastal Charm in Torquay Staying at the Regina Hotel, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and an excursions
to Exmouth and a scenic Dartmoor Tour. 5 Days from £460

Plus many more

Please call for details on London & Blackpool 1 nighters, Christmas, New Year,
Turkey & Tinsels and more

01905 333349

We also do private hire phone us 3 .
for your bespoke price.

|
ELGAR COACH HOLIDAYS

For our 2026 Brochure please phone and we will post a copy to you or check out our website.

The Primrose Hospice Choir’s concert cel
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ebrated friendship, love and support.

Picture by Al Haden, from the Bromsgrove Photographic Society. s

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE PRIMROSE Hospice Choir took
centre stage for a heartfelt perform-
ance celebrating friendship, love and
support.

A concert at the Ewe and Lamb, in Stoke
Heath last week, marked an important mile-
stone for the Bromsgrove-based choir.

It featured songs themed around friend-
ship, compassion and being there for one
another.

The evening was particularly poignant for
many choir members. Several have personal
connections to Primrose Hospice, through
its support services for people living with
life-limiting illnesses, bereavement, counsel-
ling and family services.

The concert was also the first to be led by
the choir’s new musical director, Kathryn
Day, and a large number of new members
performed publicly for the first time.

Anita Clayton, the choir’s chairwoman,
reflected during the evening on the impor-
tance of friendship and community, par-
ticularly for those facing difficult circum-
stances.

She spoke of how music could bring peo-
ple together during challenging times.

The choir said the performance represent-

ed an exciting new chapter, adding there are
plans to become more visible within the local
community through future performances and
events around Bromsgrove.

A choir spokesperson said the concert was
a special evening for all involved.

“The theme of friendship and support felt
incredibly meaningful, given the work of
the Primrose Hospice and Family Support
Centre, and the experiences many of our
members have shared personally,” said the
spokesperson.

“We are so proud of our new members
who performed for the first time, and excited
about the future of the choir under Kathryn’s
energy and direction.”

The choir added, more new members had
come forward after the performance and
it thanked pianist Lucas Ball; Bromsgrove
Photographic Society, for its pictures of
the evening; Claire and Neil at the Ewe and
Lamb, for generously providing the venue;
and the audience, who helped raise £650
through ticket sales and a raffle.

The Primrose Hospice Choir rehears-
es every Wednesday at the hospice in St
Godwald’s Road, Bromsgrove, at 7pm.

It welcomes new members of all abilities,
with no auditions or requirement to read
music. Visit primrosehospice.org for more
on the choir, which has the motto: Come for
the music, stay for the friendship.

WHAT’S ON AT ARTRIX

LIVE MUSIC:

15" MAY: THIS IS MERSEYBEAT

16™ MAY: CLASSIC ROCK REVIVAL
17" MAY: CELEBRATING CELINE - AN

E: BEEGEES you SHOULD BE DANCING
26™ JUNE I'M EVERY W
4™ JULY: SOUND & VISION RlBTE TO BOWIE
10" JULY: BLONDISH (THE USIC OF BLONDE)
11"™ JULY: G2 DEFINITIVE GENESIS
23%° JULY: ULTIMATE ELVIS EXPERIENCE
24™ JULY: DESPERADOS EAGLES

6" AUGUST: 50 YEARS OF FENDER
< SEPTEMBER THE JEFF BECK EXPERIENCE
4™ SEPTEMBER: LUKE C S EXPERIENCE

OMB;
6™ SEPT EMBER A NIGHT IN KILKENNY
10™ SEPTEMBER: SIXTIES EXPLOSION
12" SEPTEMBER: CLASS OF 55 (HISTORY OF ROCK N ROLL)
13™ SEPTEMBER: THE STROY OF JOHNNY CASH & JUNE CARTER

EVENT CINEMA:
28™ MAY: NT LIVE: LIVE PLAYBOY OF THE
%§TERNW RLD
JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS
DANGEROUS

CHRISTMAS SHOWS:
7"'TQECEMBE MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE
14"" DECEMBER - MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE
17" DECEMBER - OLLY MURS AT CHRISTMAS
ON SALE SOON!

ER - DES COLEMAN & THE ALL
STARS BIG BAND XMAS CELEBRATION

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK
BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MONDAYS - 10:00-12:00 & 18:00-20:00
TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS: 10:00-12:00

FRIDAYS: 12:00-14:00

SATURDAYS - 1000-1200

(CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS)

rjﬂ;n
*r,f?
]
ik
0
B

EW DAY WEEKLY CLASSES: >
22"0 MAY: FRANKIE - THE CONCERT (FT THE FALSETTOS MONDAY:
S NAT NN CONBOY, I GLEN CAMERL Srony YONER Y cuamuey
30 JUNE: THE B ARPENTERS X ek CONTACT: MARKETING @ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK
6™ 1IUNE VERLY BROTHERS BY CANDLELIGHT HALFTAIL: ACTING LIKE ADULTS (EVE

)
TAILPRODUCTIONSUK@GMAIL.COM

CONTACT: HALF
TUESDAY:
LCTKD - TAI CHI

CONTACT: MICHELLE@LCTKD.COM

INNOVATE DANCE (PM
CONTACT:

WEDNESDAY:
LCTK

CTKD - TAI CH

|
CONTACT: MICHELLE@LCTKD.COM
INNOV

ATE DANCE

ATIVE WRITING FOR ADULTS

E STAR PROJECT -

co
TH
EN
co
FRIDAY:
CR
co
TH
CONTACT:

SATURDAY:
CONTACT: WORCSWRITING@GMAI

THEATRE -

NEED TO HIRE A SP
IF YOU RUN A CLUB,
WE HAVE LOTS OF

‘U

ACE AVAILA

(PM)
INNOVATE.DA@OUTLOOK.COM

NTACT: WORCSWRITING@GMAIL.COM

YOUTH DRAMA
INFO@THESTARPROIJECT.INFO

CREATIVE WRITING FOR CHILDREN
L

oL
HEATRE@ARTRIXBROM

T
UB BABY BALLET
PERFORMANCE HUB.CO.UK

NTACT: INNOVATE.DA@OUTLOOK.COM
URSDAY:

CORE ARTS THEATRE SCHOOL LCTKD o Y
NTACT: CAROLINE@ENCOREARTS.ORG ()

.COM

ARTRIX J’ ‘

YOUTH THEATRE

E?
OCIETY OR JUST NEED A PLACE TO MEET

BLE!

CONTACT BOOKINGS@ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK
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A TRANSFORM YOUR EXISTING
E N S | G N CONSERVATORY INTO A LIVING SPACE

conservatory roor sorutions YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

=

S e

: ' Every Ensign conservatory roof is
bespoke. Accurately surveyed &
~ precision built in our own factory.

Large range of lightweight tile colours
U-value up to 0.12, this is better than
current building regulations

Keylite roof windows

Electrics & plaster finish

Cost effective extensions
Large range of designs
LABC approval undertaken
Average build time 4 weeks

Aluminium bi-fold doors

Composite doors CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOURFREE
Liniar window and door systems NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

meximmertcencs. ] 01527 69296

High security PAS 24 locking systems WWW enSig n POOf CcOo.U k

Scan to read our reviews

Trade enquiries welcome P
Supply only options
Installers always required
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE, CALL STORE TO ARRANGE
Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching sofas.
* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
EVETELIEY

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

» Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
* Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

¢¢rabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!*®

(CB August 2025)

CHOICE OF
BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF
SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

I_"_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

facebook

. 01905 796 507

¥eX Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
SAVINGS THROUGHOUT STORE

Your Loca Family-Run R

—

FULLY ASSEMBLED BEDROOM RANGES

[T

i (UIMITED PERIOD)
iy LUXURIOUS
§ HANDCRAFTED
. g3

N 5 BESPOKE BEDS
BESPOKE UK MADE SUITES, SOFAS & MATTRESSES RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE
& CHAIRS IN STORE | IN STORE
‘ S

.
' HIGHGROVE

e WL

P
DIVAN SET g
PACKAGE

DEALS

e

Al
FROM £399

g B POWER MEDIA SOFA
| Bas £1485, MANAGERS SPECIAL £995

‘ = : L= vi
N ' POWER SOFA WITH CHAISE STORAGE
LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE NEW GPLAN MODELS INSTORE RRP £1199 - OUR PRICE £599 !

B T[N Y,
Buoyan‘tﬂr SHentrioht Bsi\rl%nshlre Py G HGROVE

. TN
from here >
the Mome of R

e . ™
LAGABOY B Q[.Jo
Lo 2 P Harrison Spinks H_j: :I &
10 here %‘f«% s M W% =

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f
WHY CHOOSE US ?

=3 FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
%€ FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
<5 DISPOSAL AVAILABLE odle 5% %% %% GOOGLE REVIEWS
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avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk
PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE » TRUSTED

TRUST

Flat roof solutions
*

C
*

Re-bedding

New roofs
*

Roof repairs
*

imneys rebuilt

DRY RIDGES
Fascias
*
Soffits
*
Down pipes

Free Quotations - All Wore Guanastiod
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Latest arrival
could prove to
be a lifesaver

A BLEED control kit has been installed
in Wythall Park, hoping to save lives in
an emergency. (

This forms part of a scheme the council |
has been progressing over several months
to improve emergency preparedness within
the parish.

A bleed control kit is designed to provide
immediate first aid in the event of a severe
bleeding injury, such as those resulting
from accidents or serious trauma.

These kits typically contain special-
ist dressings, tourniquets, and protective
equipment that can be used to help control
catastrophic bleeding before emergency
services arrive.

Rapid intervention in such situations can be
life-saving. The kits are intended to support
members of the public in providing essential
first aid during the critical minutes before pro-
fessional medical help is on scene.

The first of two planned kits has now been
successfully installed in the park. The kit is
located next to the existing defibrillator and is
clearly visible on entry to the park, helping to
ensure it can be quickly located in the event of
an emergency.

The kit is in a locked cabinet that can be
accessed by a keypad code. The code can be
obtained from the ambulance service by calling
999. Work is continuing to identify a suitable
and accessible location for the second Kit,
which will be installed once final decisions have
been confirmed.

EMERGENCY BLEED 5.8

CONTROL KIT

[ {, cALL 999
5

LISTEN CAREFULLY B
| TO INSTRUCTIONS B &

The newly installed kit has been registered
with ambulance services via Bleed Map. This
will ensure the emergency services are aware of
its location and can direct members of the pub-
lic to it quickly if needed in a critical situation.

A spokesperson for the parish said: “We
remain committed to improving community
safety and resilience and will provide further
updates once the location for the second kit has
been confirmed and installation completed.”

Wythall Park hosts the popular annual
Wythall and Hollywood Fun Run which this
year is on June 7.

Visit wythallhollywoodfunrun.org.uk/ for
more information and to sign up to the event
which offers 5k and 10k courses and the
Family on Track relay race.

The bleed kit has been installed next to
the defib. s

or someone else?

@ Are your wishes up to date?

Reviews # # * # #

The Will Partners

‘ Who are your Executors, family,

5 REASONS TO REVIEW YOUR WILL

‘ Are you up to date with legislation?
@ Have you built in “What if” clauses?
@ Where is the original Will?

IR

11 Kidderminster Road,

Home
Visits
 Available

UK Legal
Awards 2026

news

Bromsgrove, B61 7))

www.thewillpartners.co.uk
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REDDITCH BID &
SHAKESPEARE RALLY PROMOTIONS

PRESENTS

MOTOR SHOW
— 2026 —

N2

SATURDAY SUNDAY
Post - 1990 Pre -1990
Vehicles Vehicles

EXPLORE CLASSIC, VINTAGE AND MODERN CARS
MOTORBIKES, TRUCKS AND STEAM ENGINES | KIDS FUN
FAIR | FOOD & CRAFT STALLS | THE DINO BUS
EXPERIENCE

SAT 16 & SUN 17 MAY
11:00 TO 16:00

REDDITCH TOWN CENTRE

\/
BID @ www.redditchmotorshow.co.uk
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A little
more Rik

FANS of Rik Mayall will
be able to experience
never-been-seen or heard
before material from the
comedian during an event
at the Norbury Theatre.

Working With Rik and
Other Grim Tales will be
a question-and-answer
session with Bob Baldwin
and will take place at
5pm on May 30.

The unique and inti-
mate event will celebrate
Rik’s life and creative
legacy.

Baldwin, who worked
closely with Rik on
projects including Grim

Tales, Horse Opera,
Tales of Uplift and
Moral Improvement

and Violent Nation, will
share personal stories
and insights from their
creative partnership and
friendship.

Hosted by Elene
Hadjidaniel, the session
will feature candid con-
versation, rare clips from
past productions and pho-
tographs from Baldwin’s
personal archive.

The event will also
raise funds for the char-
ity Headway, adding a
meaningful dimension to
a heartfelt tribute.

Tickets cost £10 and
are available at rikmay
allcomedyfestival.com/
along with more infor-
mation on this show and
others.

by Tnstan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

AS THE region gears up
for nine days of entertain-
ment, the Rik Mayall Comedy
Festival has established its
headquarters in Droitwich
town centre.

The vacant former M&Co unit in
the St Andrews Shopping Centre has
been transformed into a festival hub
which will offer ticket support, offi-
cial Rik Mayall Comedy Festival mer-
chandise, fan art and Trevor Rogers’
photographic prints plus informa-
tion including schedules, venues and
details of appearances.

The ticket support will see festival
volunteers on hand to help visitors
book online, check availability and
find last-minute shows.

The headquarters will also feature
pop-up stalls and community activ-
ity, adding to the festival atmosphere
in the town centre.

The festival hub will be open when
the event begins, on May 29.

-,

The building, which will also be a
drop-in site for audiences, perform-
ers and volunteers, has a striking
window exhibition to give residents
and visitors an early glimpse of what
is to come, and markmg the start of
the festival’s presence in Droitwich.

Filling the shop window is a large-
scale photographic exhibition by the
late Trevor Rogers, whose work doc-
umented the rise of the alternative
comedy scene during the late 1970s
and 1980s

The Comic Strip photos feature
Rik Mayall with fellow legends Adrian
Edmondson, Dawn French, Jennifer
Saunders, Nigel Planer, Peter
Richardson and Arnold Brown.

All the black-and-white studio por-
traits are playful, irreverent and full
of character, showing the group at
the point they were reshaping British
comedy.

Alicia Rogers, daughter of pho-
tographer Trevor and curator of
the exhibition, said: “My dad was
photographing people he genuinely
admired, who were doing something
new and fearless.

“These images are full of the ener-

gy that was in the room at the time.
He said it was a fun shoot with lots
of laughs.

“I think he’d have loved the idea
of them being seen like this, right in
the middle of a town and the heart of
the festival.”

The festival headquarters has been
made possible thanks to support
from Wychavon District Council and
Droitwich Sign and Print.

Legends

‘Wychavon District Council lead-
er, councillor Richard Morris, said:
“We're proud to support this project,
which is not only a fantastic tribute
to Rik but also other legends of
British comedy.

“Transforming an empty retail unit
into a vibrant festival hub and exhi-
bition space is a fantastic example
of how arts and culture can help
animate our high streets, attract visi-
tors and create opportunities for the
community to come together.”

Coun Morris added, when he first
approached Rik’s family with the
idea, he never dreamed the festival
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Victoria Wood+
Matthews,
Jonathan Peberdy
and Gill Rawlings
from the Rik
Mayall Comedy
Festival committee
outside the new
headquarters:
Picture by Dave
Rawlings. s

would take off the way it had in such
a short space of time.

Festival director Stuart Panrucker
said: “Having a base right in the
centre of Droitwich puts the festival
where it belongs.

“Starting with the Trevor Rogers
exhibition felt right, as it speaks
directly to what made that period of
comedy so exciting.

“We're grateful to Alicia for shar-
ing the images and to Wychavon and
Droitwich Sign and Print for support-
ing the project.”

The Rik Mayall Comedy Festival
2026 will run until June 6 with the
Norbury Theatre — where Rik first
trod the boards - at its heart. Events
are also taking place across pubs,
community venues and pop-up spac-
es around Droitwich.

The festival includes appearances
from the original Comic Strip gang
Planer and Alexei Sayle as well as
festival patron Richardson, along
with a wide range of contemporary
comedians, new acts and one-off
events.

Visit rikmayallcomedyfestival.com
for more details.

SAVE £50 PER PERSON

Use code SUMMERS0
when you hook May and June
_Holidays.

* Discover eﬁortlese, elegant escapes with .lohnsons Coaches Travel |n comfort Stav in| hand- -picked hotels. Enjoy every moment.

View our 2026

Lake District

Somerset &
Devon Steam
Spectacular
3% The
Northfield Hotel
Fri 19 - Fri 26 June
From £1199pp

[=]

Coach Holidays

by scanning

the QR code

perfect summer

T

Rail, Sail & Western
Castle Trail Highlands
3% The Crown 3% Winnock

at Wetheral Hotel
Sun 24 - Thurs 28 May Wed 24 - Mon 29 June

Book now and

secure your

getaway

www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk

Rail & Sail in the

Picturebook
North Devon

4> The Saunton
Sands Hotel

JOHNSONS

Part of the Coach Travel Group

01564 510 285

- Hidden Gems of
the North

4% The Derwent
Manor
Mon 15 — Fri 19 June

i From £879pp

A Week
on the
English Riviera

2 3% The Queens

Hotel
Fri 26 June — Fri 3 July

From £1149pp
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v~ 2 Swimming Pools

+ 90+ Exercise
Classes

v~ Athletics Track

ABBEY
STADIUM

Outdoor & v’ Hyrox Affiliated
Indoor gyms
v~ Sports Hall

Racket Sports ]
untll 5pm v’ Free Parking

Startyour membershiptoday byVvisiting
abbeystaditmicorukiorscanning the' QR code!

PAGE 15




PAGE 16

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 Quote 0SG
EIEESESE A Trustpiot Reader Travel

o

Great Little Trains of North Wales
& Portmeirion

Departing Mon 6 Jul ‘26

Enjoy a visit to the unique, Italianate village of
Portmeirion and discover the historic railways

and meandering tramways of North Wales on this
fantastic five-day break, based in Llandudno, the
‘Queen of the Welsh Resorts’.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at the Baytree Hotel, Llandudno (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢ Entertainment some evenings

¢/ Heritage journeys on the Welsh Highland Railway,
Great Orme Tramway & Ffestiniog Railway

¢ Free time in Llandudno
¢ Excursions to Caernarfon & Portmeirion

Northumberland, Hadrian’s Wall,
Holy Island & Alnwick Castle
Departing Mon 24 Aug ‘26

Explore the very best Northumberland has to
offer on this captivating break! Enjoy excursions
to the famous Roman site, Hadrian’s Wall and the
unique Holy Island of Lindisfarne, two of the most
significant and unspoilt sights in the UK.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel,
Newcastle Quayside (JG3 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

¢/ Guided tour of Hadrian’s Wall

«/ Excursions to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne,
Alnwick Castle, Hadrian’s Wall & Chesters Fort

Optional excursion to Durham (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £549

Single Supplement £80

5 Days by Coach only £509
Single Supplement £120

These packages are subject 1 Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions. Coach baokings are protec (9(1 by Bonded Caach Holidays & the Assaciation
of Bonded Travel Drganisers Trust 11d. Air holidays are AT0. protected NoJ0SSY. Prices are X eople sating 4 1oom &
henoured on hookirgs made uf; to 7 days post publication, after which prices may fluctiate. thes i date airport cr pick up location
Visit us online at

may incur 3 supplement. Please see website or call for full deails.
H ustgohols
justgoholidays.com/OSG

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

BRITISH
TRAVEL
AWARDS
2025

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

The Standard, Friday May 15, 2026

A marathon donation

A WORCESTERSHIRE law firm mfg
Solicitors has backed a businesswoman
from Alvechurch by donating a four-
figure sum to support her recent London
Marathon effort.

Through its mfg Charitable Foundation, the
law firm has donated £1,000 to the Make a
‘Wish Foundation via Sarah Cutler, a director
at Alvechurch-based Eden Properties, who
took on the iconic 26.2mile race.

The money will contribute towards the total
£3,186 raised by Sarah to help the charity
continue to grant life-changing wishes for
children who have critical illnesses.

Becky Husband, a senior associate at mfg
Solicitors, said: “We have worked closely with
Sarah on a variety of property transactions for
well over a decade, so were only too happy to
support her and the fantastic charity.

“Running a marathon can be a once in a
lifetime event for millions of people and Sarah
has made it that bit more special by raising
funds for a charity that does incredible work
to support children and their families.

“We're delighted that - through the mfg
Charitable Foundation - we could play a small
part.”

Sarah added: “T'd like to thank the firm for
supporting me and for making such a gener-
ous donation to Make A Wish.

“It was such a hot day running the mara-
thon, but the atmosphere was amazing and
really spurred me on.

“Taking part was always a personal goal
of mine but being able to do it while raising
funds for a charity that does so much for seri-
ously ill children made it even more special.”

Visit make-a-wish.org.uk for more informa-
tion.

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814677

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street -
Worcester WR1 2AT l

Tel: 01905 888372

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

FLEXIBLE

FINANCE

OPTIONS
AVAILABLE

to make life easier for you

French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

5 STAR

CONSERVATORIES
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Novund www.carpetwise.net

Interest free save an eXfI'a|

4'0%:

off a new order

bring in this form valid until
30/05/26 REF: REDDITCH

Extra Save Discount Terms & Conditions
. W o e [ | ; *For further T&Cs visit: https://www.carpetwise.net/voucher-terms-
Humes X ‘ UL /W and-conditions-2026/

Sofas from
£1139
Chairs from

£659
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(

Upgrade at
no extra cost I—IYPNOS 11 f

with our

across all
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KITCHEN

Doors

.& WORKTOPS

home quote - Gall US TODAY!

0800 448 8074
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Molly Ollys co-founder Rachel Ollerenshaw with Samuel. s

Sam’s ready to tackle Eire

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

RUNNER Samuel Attwell
will take on an extraordinary
endurance challenge, cov-
ering the length of Ireland
— almost 360 miles — from
Malin Head to Mizen Head.
The 21-year-old will be attempt-
ing to cover that distance in just
10 days and has already secured
more than £35,000 in donations and
sponsorship from companies and
individuals in the UK and Ireland.
That has given his campaign
a massive early boost towards a

£50,000 ambition, for children’s
charity Molly Ollys.

As the countdown to Monday’s
start date begins, focus has shifted
to the intense physical demands and
final logistical preparations required
to deliver one of Ireland’s most pun-
ishing endurance challenges.

Samuel said: “Training is going
well but there’s no sugar coating
it — it’s brutal. Running miles day
after day pushes you physically and
mentally but every tough session
reminds me why I'm doing this.”

Alongside training, a dedicated
planning team has been working
behind the scenes on route logis-
tics, safety planning and commu-
nity engagement, with the route

- 6‘

a4
'

WM& ys

passing through towns and rural
communities across Donegal, Derry,
Leitrim, Longford, Offaly, Tipperary,
Limerick, Cork and West Cork.

A training and route-scouting visit
to Ireland took place in the final
build-up to the challenge, enabling
Samuel and his support team to
assess road conditions, elevation,
rest points and access while meet-
ing supporters and potential com-
munity partners along the route.

Samuel is running as an ambas-
sador for Molly Ollys, a UK-based
children’s charity supporting chil-
dren with life-threatening and life-
limiting illnesses by funding wishes,
therapeutic toys and emotional sup-
port for families.

If successful, Samuel’s £50,000
fundraising target could help deliver
up to 100 wishes for seriously ill
children and provide thousands of
comfort items to families during
their most difficult moments.

Samuel aims to complete the route
by May 27 and will be sharing daily
updates, GPS tracking and behind-
the-scenes footage throughout the
journey.

He added: “This run isn’t just
about endurance, it’s about bringing
people together, especially the com-
munities I'll be running through, to
help chﬂdren who desperately need
hope.”

Visit  justgiving.com/page/sam
runsireland to donate.
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Putting boots
on the stage

BROMSGROVE’S Artrix will
launch its first musical theatre
group, for performers aged 16
and over.

The much-loved community
arts centre will start writing a
new chapter with the group,
creating more opportunities
for people to get involved in
theatre, performance and the
arts within the community.

Artrix Musical Theatre Group
will officially begin rehearsals
in September, with its debut
production set to be the hit
musical Kinky Boots, to run
from May 26 to 29 next year.

Weekly rehearsals will take
place every Tuesday, from
7.30pm to 9.30pm, beginning
on September 8.

To celebrate the launch,
Artrix will host a special launch
event from 5pm to 8pm on
Sunday, August 16.

That evening will give pro-
spective members of the group
the opportunity to meet the
creative team, hear more about
the new association, learn
about Kinky Boots and find
out how to get involved.

A spokesperson for the
Artrix said: “Whether you are
an experienced performer, a
complete newcomer or simply
passionate about musical thea-
tre, the group aims to create an
exciting, welcoming and inclu-
sive environment for adults
who love to perform.”

Anyone interested in joining
or finding out more can email
amtg@artrixbromsgrove.co.uk
for further details.

4

-

©) ROWBERRYS ' °

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mon-Wed: 8.30 am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm
'Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

\\‘W%MWWW

Massive choice of Fuchsias,
Basket Plants, Geraniums &

PREMIUM HOME-GROWN
HANGING BASKETS

1£1.95 EACH OR 10 PLANTS FOR £18

Begonias

Regal
i Pelargoniums
| Only £5.99
each
or 2 for £10

SUMMER TRAY BEDDING

12 Plants r
For £5.25 iz
or 5 Trays -
For £25 &
(60 plants) e

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W:

Tel:

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

01562 777 003
DON'T FORGET TO VISIT OUR FARM

SHOP, DELI & FARM BUTCHERY

Wide selection of local British produce
Sweet treats, cake, pastries and

pies galore
BBQ items available on our
Butchery Counter
Home cooked meals and afternoon
tea's available in our Restaurant

. Grow your
‘d  own herbs,

&

veggies and

e }E fruit plants

Huge

selection
~  available now

~

www.rowberrys-nursery.-co.uk | f)l-'ind us on Facebook
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A REDDITCH business has been
named a finalist in the Excellence in
Sustainability category of the UKWA
Awards for Excellence 2026, handed out
by UK warehousing trade body UKWA.

Oakland International said it embeds
environmental responsibility, ethical
governance and social value across
every level of the business.

Sustainability officer Elinor Smith
said: “Sustainability is not a ‘bolt-on’
at Oakland, it informs how we operate,
invest and plan for the future.

“From cutting food waste and improv-
ing energy efficiency to supporting our
people and the communities we serve,
our focus is on building a resilient sup-
ply chain business that delivers long-
term value for customers and wider
society. To be recognised by UKWA in
such a milestone year for the industry
is a testament to the commitment and
innovation of our teams.”

The award winners will be announced
at a celebratory lunch on July 15, at the
Royal Lancaster hotel, in London.
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Groups offered
chance to secure
part of a £1m
community fund

by Tom Harris

A NEW, £1million community invest-
ment fund has been launched by
Bromsgrove District Council to help
residents empower their communi-
ties, revitalise neighborhoods and
improve their quality of life.

Groups can apply for a slice of the
Community Investment Fund (CIF) until June
7

Applications will be accepted from formal
organisations such as registered charities,
parish councils or community groups and
associations.

Eligible projects must be completed before
April 2028, when the fund closes.

The cash can be used for new or improved
public buildings or open public spaces and
eligible areas include community centres, vil-
lage halls, libraries and public toilets.

Other eligible space improvements could
include parks, public gardens, playing fields,
children’s play areas, woods, cemeteries and
allotments.

Public realm improvements are also eligi-
ble, including street furniture and signs as
well as the creation of, or improvement to

arts, cultural, heritage and sporting facilities.

Grants for capital projects — the first type
available — can range from £5,000 to £30,000
per project. Larger grants, which deliver sig-
nificant impact and benefits to residents, can
apply for up to £200,000.

Bromsgrove District Council leader, coun
cillor Karen May, said: “The Community
Investment Fund being introduced is fan-
tastic news for organisations and residents,
district-wide. The CIF puts significant invest-
ment directly into our communities, helping
to improve neighbourhoods, enhance public
spaces and support projects that bring people
together. We want to see ambitious ideas that
will make a real difference.”

Coun May urged eligible organisations to
come forward with their ideas and apply for
funding. “This is a competitive fund but it
offers a real opportunity to secure investment
that can deliver lasting benefits for local resi-
dents,” she added.

Eligible organisations can apply for
grant funding by visiting bromsgrove.gov.
uk or by emailing: economicdevelopment@
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk and complet-
ing the application form.

Once completed, forms need to be emailed
back to the same email address by June 7.

~ Lunchtime Specials and

7+ Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesaay to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213




The Standard, Friday May 15, 2026 PAGE 21

BROMSGROVE’'S

(D AKLANDS

FURNITURE
&’ civivoroorer |

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!

e LM S\ COMPLETE SET
Sherborne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds, N

Harrison Spinks, Global Home, LB
z - e o =
Cotswold Chairs and many more. -
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Mattresses - s =
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture

ONSITE CLEARANGE OUTLET!

BIG BRAND NAMES AT UNBEATABLE PRICES Was £1,399
. e La-Z- e P Knoll = Sofol <3 g X
DFS < Tetrad ° La-Z-Boy arker Kno ofology : N O W ONLY £ 9 9 9

Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!! ~
(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display * Clearance Stock) o — -
SAVE UP TO 60% OFF! Limited Time Offer

Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience! ___Available toview in store ;
Built on Experience, Grown on Trust. s forImmediate Delivery®

ol = - | e o Bed™
Dorchester Fabric Sofa and Chairs [ Furniture Village Swivel Chairs § 45' COMPLETE SET WITH DRA
All reclining Electric or Manual (many electric recllling) HEADBOARD IN CHOICE OF COLOURS

P N
/A Urlglnal
/Prlce£-1-890\ e

Belford Leather Sofa & Chairs GULI-EGTIUN 0F R|SE & CLEARANCE OAK FURNITURELAND
All Reclining Electric or Manual RECLINER CHAIRS IN STOCK [ CORNER SOFAS - CHOICE OF COLOURS

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
@ YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

@ OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Open 7 Days a Week:

* Monday to Friday: 9am - 5pm
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park 5 s et it P

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW + Sunday: 10am - 4pm

www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk : bo'f,%'!f@’& kn:s g;: . o‘
ace andsFurniture 93 © sowdpuis somsgore 2
Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture 3

Oaklands Furniture Limited is an di d of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, ga IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will nd upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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Dementia event planned

REDDITCH Library will be holding a
free dementia event with organisa-
tions giving advice for people living
with dementia and for their loved
ones.

Age UKWyvernand Worcestershire
County Council will be at the event,
from 10am to 12.30pm on Friday,
May 22

The event offers a chance to talk
to Age UK Wyvern staff about sup-
port as well as attending talks and
enjoying free refreshments.

Advice will also be available about
protection against scammers who,
sadly, often target vulnerable older
people.

Kelly Reeves, dementia services
manager at Age UK Wyvern, said:
“We’'re delighted to be invited to the
event and would welcome anyone
who has concerns about demen-
tia, is living with and/or supporting
someone living with dementia, to
come and meet our team.

“There’s lots of support available
and it’s important people get to hear
about events and resources that
could make all the difference to their
lives.”

People caring for a family mem-
ber or friend living with dementia
make a massive contribution to their
wellbeing but often face numerous
challenges.

A report commissioned by the
Alzheimer’s Society, in 2024, found
the cost and time commitment of
such care was significant, with a
third of unpaid dementia carers
reporting they spent more than 100
hours per week caring.

Age UK Wyvern has a dedicated
dementia wellbeing team, made up
of staff with extensive experience of
helping people affected by demen-
tia.

Email dementia-wellbeing-serv
ice@ageukwyvern.org or call 01905
724294, for support.

ing older Peopl
lerefordshire
v"’cﬁstersh

Kelly Reeves,
dementia service
manager, will

be hosting the
session. s
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Bradley Thomas (centre) with Coun Steve Colella Left) and local resident Adam, at Station

Road, in Hagley. s

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

FEARS have been raised
that building 111 homes in
Hagley will hamper efforts
pedestrian safety efforts
on Station Road, needed
to “prevent an accident, or
worse”.

Bromsgrove MP  Bradley
Thomas and Bromsgrove District
councillor Steve Colella say the
narrow footpath across the bridge
and along Station Road is leading
pedestrians, especially students of
two local high schools, to step
into the busy road.

That has raised serious safety
concerns and residents fear the
situation could be made much
worse if plans to build 111 homes
at the end of Brake Lane are
approved. An outline planning
application for up to 111 homes
was submitted to Bromsgrove
District Council in February.

Mr Thomas said: “Having seen
for myself just how narrow the
pavement is across the Station
Road bridge, this is an accident
waiting to happen.

“We need immediate action to
be taken to prevent an accident,
or worse.”

The MP added, with the latest
planning application near Brake
Lane pending, the situation could
be about to get worse.

“On safety concerns alone, this
application should be refused by
Bromsgrove District Council,”
said Mr Thomas.

In its planning document, appli-
cants LF (Hagley) Limited stated:
“The site is a highly sustainable
location, benefiting from being
within walking distance of Hagley
Railway Station, bus stops, schools
and wider amenities within the vil-
lage.

“There is a clear opportunity for
future residents to utilise other
modes of transport in their every-
day lives.

“This is not the case for all

potentla.l development sites in
Hagley.”

Coun Colella said: “I consider
the routes to and from Hagley
schools to be a serious safety
issue for pedestrians during the
morning and afternoon peaks.

“The ‘crowd control’ safety
measures introduced at Hagley
Railway Station have caused sev-
eral hundred students, primarily
from Haybridge High School,
to cross the railway line via the
Station Road bridge’s single nar-
row footpath, forcing pedestri-
ans to step into oncoming traf-
fic including HGVs, buses and
coaches.”

Coun Colella labelled the situa-
tion a ‘disaster waiting to happen’,
adding the 111-home application
‘made no sense’.

A Worcestershire  County
Council spokesperson said: “We
have conducted a site visit with
the local county councillor.

“We will now be liaising with
Network Rail on potential options
for improving safety.”

Joinus for our open day at

Dorothy Terry House!

Take alook around and find out more about living at
our newly refurbished Extra Care scheme, designed
especially forover 55s. We look forward to seeing you!

00

T = L2
- am
Pet On-site Couples
friendly CareTeam stay together

Date: Tuesday 2nd June 2026

Time: 10am - 2pm

For more information contact us below:

(&) 03701924322

dorothyterryhouse@housing21.org.uk

Dorothy Terry House, Evesham Road, Redditch, B97 5EN

communal gardens

(0

On-site

R

\

Housmg(z)
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2 COURSE CARVERY £10

IT’ S B AC K! £11if paying by card (£1 Discount when paying cash)

Choose any STARTER or DESSERT
Available Mon- Sat 12pm-2pm and 5pm-8pm « INCLUDES BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY!

New Spring Menu

3 COURSE MAIN MENU Discount if paying by cash

Available Mon-Sat 12pm-8pm We like simply rather give it back to our customers rather than the banks.

Don't forget our
famous sunday carvery

s CHILD *"” ADULT

The Fox Inn, Lower Chaddesley, Kidderminster, DY10 4QN
01562 777247 | thefoxinnchaddesley.co.uk

AND
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Groups come

together to
highlight the
support on
offer to all

PUBLIC and volun-
tary sector organisations
across  Herefordshire and
Worcestershire are coming
together to raise awareness
of the wide range of mental
health support available to resi-
dents ahead of Mental Health
Awareness Week 2026.
Herefordshire and Worcestershire
Health and Care NHS Trust, togeth-
er with Herefordshire Council,
Worcestershire County Council and
Community First are working in
partnership to ensure people under-
stand the breadth of services avail-
able locally — from early help and
preventative support through to
urgent care for those in crisis.
Support available across the two
counties includes confidential text-
based support, group therapy and
courses, as well as the urgent mental

health helpline and Safe Havens for
individuals who need immediate cri-
sis support.

For children and young people,
support is available through dig-
ital wellbeing platforms such as
Kooth or Lumi Nova. Wellbeing and
Emotional Support Teams in Schools
(WEST) also work with children
and young people across the two
counties, providing early help and
guidance for those feeling anxious,
worried or low.

The campaign highlights that
help is available at every stage of
a person’s mental health journey
and encourages people to learn
more about the support available for
themselves and their loved ones.

This includes community-based
activities that that help people
stay well by connecting with oth-
ers, learning new skills and staying
active.

Residents  are encouraged
to explore Worcestershire’s
Community Services Directory and
Herefordshire’s Talk Community
Directory to discover local opportu-
nities and support.

David Thomas, Associate Director,
Primary Care and Community Mental
Health Services at Herefordshire and
‘Worcestershire Health and Care NHS
Trust, said: “Across Herefordshire
and Worcestershire, we offer a wide
range of services — from early help
and preventative support through
to urgent care when people need it
most.

“If you or someone you care about
is struggling, please remember that
you're not alone. Help is available,
and we encourage you to reach out
to access support.”

Prof Lisa McNally, Director of
Public Health at Worcestershire
County Council, said: “This week,
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Getting fresh ‘air and being outdoors
can also help with low mood. s’

we want to shine a light on activi-
ties and resources that can help
Worcestershire residents to stay well
and seek support for their mental
wellbeing when they need it.

“We encourage everyone to take a
moment to explore what’s out there,
whether for themselves or for some-
one they care about.

“Mental Health Awareness Week
2026 is a valuable opportunity to
share this message. I'm incredibly
grateful to colleagues across health
services, including the NHS and vol-
untary, community and social enter-
prise organisations, who have come
together to highlight the wide range
of support available locally. This
includes everything from early help
and preventative support through to
urgent care for those in crisis.”

Zoe Clifford, Director of Public
Health at Herefordshire Council
said: “Mental Health Awareness

Week highlights our collective
responsibility across organisations
and communities to improve mental
health. We're asking people to join
us in taking action to strengthen
support networks, reduce inequali-
ties, and create environments where
everyone can thrive to support good
mental health.”

Mental Health Awareness Week
takes place between May 11 to 17
and provides an opportunity to start
conversations, reduce stigma and
remind people that they are not
alone.

By taking action and work-
ing together, local partners hope

to make it easier for residents to
find the right support, at the right
time, in a way that works for them.
Anyone needing support is encour-
aged to explore the services avail-
able locally and to reach out if they
are struggling.

'

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litle overheads
BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

FuI|¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE’S

A NAME YOU

CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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from Bromsgrove, Redditch
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Borders Country Vera’s

Northumbria & Barnard Castle

Departing Mon 10 Aug ‘26

On this break, we journey to some of the filming

locations for the popular Vera TV series with a

local, specialist guide, discovering the dramatic

beauty and heritage of the North East, from

Barnard Castle to the Durham Dales and the rugged

Scottish Borders.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast

+ Blue Badge guided tour of Vera’s Northumbria
(Alnmouth, Amble, Seaton Sluice, Whitley Bay,
Cullercoats and Tynemouth)

¢ Guided tour of the Durham Dales, North Pennines
& Barnard Castle with a local specialist

v/ Guided Borders Country tour (Ford, Etal,
Coldstream, Kelso & Jedburgh) with a
local specialist

¢ Photo stop at the Angel of the North

¢ Free time in Newcastle-upon-Tyne

5 Days by Coach only £539

Single Supplement £120

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 auorc os

are free within inclusive minutes pai e

2026 HOLIDAYS
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Torquay, South Devon & Dartmoor
National Park
Departing Mon 21 Sep ‘26

Torquay is the perfect location to enjoy a seaside

getaway in the heart of the English Riviera!

We explore this lovely landscape with a cruise

on the River Dart, a scenic drive through the

Dartmoor National Park and spend time in

beautiful Dartmouth.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ 4 nights at the Riviera Hotel, Torquay (JG3 rating)
with dinner & breakfast

v 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks {April &
October departures only)

v/ Entertainment some evenings

v/ Scenic drive through Dartmoor National Park

v Cruise on the River Dart

v/ Excursions to Buckfast Abbey, Princetown,
Tavistock, Dartmouth & Totnes

Optional excursion to Exmouth

& Teignmouth (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £419

Single Supplement £80

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

standard rates apply.

Downton Abbey

Behind the Scenes Exclusive

Departing Fri 10 Jul ‘26

Revisit the familiar halls and family drama

of Downton Abbey with an exclusive visit to

Highclere Castle. On this sensational two-day

break we peek behind the scenes at where all

the unforgettable moments from the beloved TV

programme happened.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4
rating) with dinner & breakfast

v Exclusive visit to Highclere Castle

/' Copy of A Year at Highclere book (one per person)

¢ En-route visit to a place of interest

2 Days by Coach only £239

INN
W epivaR

BRITISH

BEST I:&MP&V
UK COACH/TOURING HOLIDAYS

Historic Bath

Departing Sat 11 Jul ‘26

Don’t miss the brand-new

RHS Badminton Flower Show, the first of its kind

in Gloucestershire! Look forward to stunning show

gardens, excellent shopping opportunities and tips

from expert horticulturalists, combined with time in

the picturesque city of Bath.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4
rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Admission to the RHS Badminton Flower Show,
with coach transfer

¢ En-route visit to Bath

2 Days by Coach only £199

Single Supplement £50 Single Supplement £50
s packages are subict to st Gt Hofidags ferms & conditions. Coach Boaings are protected by Banded Ceadh Halidays & the
Assacition 3t Bonded Tl rganisers. lrist 11, &ir holidays are AIOL protected N 0SS, Prices are per 20rson, Based on we

people sharing a raom & honcured on b
alter whih prices miay Muctuate Gl
Dackates, ebe standard tates d i
thay incur a suplement Please see website on call Tor tull

Vs post publication,
e with inclusive minmite
anport o pick up loation
lotails

aras fmade up

Book Today
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ANNIVERSARIES DEATHS
— —

FRAMPTON

Margaret Elizabeth “Lu”
Aged 85 years
Sadly passed away on 24th April 2026.
Lu will be forever with us all and in our
hearts and thoughts always.
A service will take place at

GARY
and
CHARLOTTE

0 St Mary's C of E Church, Castle Road,
Marned on 15th May 1?99 Studley, on Tuesday 26th May at 12:00pm,
at Billesley Manor Hotel, Billesley followed by committal at
Redditch Crematorium.
Very proud of you Family flowers only please. Donations, if
11 desired, to Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
and William and TOby Charity for the Acute Respiratory Unit
ARU) may be sent to
Love Mom Thomas Brothers Funeral Directors
xxx on 01527 547777.
Thank you.
IN MEMORIAM DEATHS
[ [
ORIE |[WELLS| gyt
N o
E0
S €
HOBBS - i
Sadly passed ga So
) away og © g
5 years since you have 9th May 2026 g’ g
been gone Will be loved © Q
. bered
You are missed and loved so much & ref':;Tefre
by your Sons Steve{ 'thk, Jamie Love
and Families Clive, Wendy
& all the Family
XXXXXXX
xx
DEATHS
[

In Loving Memory of
Jason Anthony
Ebanks

A —————

1979:=2026

Pleas

the life of our

join us as we celebrate

d Jason.

Date: Friday
1.30pm: St Stephens Church
2.45pm: Redditch Crematorium

I'he Wake to be held afterwards

at the South Redditch Club.

Dress Code:
Formal Funeral attire.
ourite colour

Yellow was Jason's f

so any touches of yellow welcome.

————eF DT

Forever in our hearts.
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Learn from yesterday,
live for today,
hope for tomorrow.

Anonymous

s L |
F=ETN

2 —
MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
SERVICES —
[

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505
To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

( \ ve l one
ﬂowers@nurseryshopreddltch co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

TCN)] 527 550 700

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family s
to care for your family

PRE-PAID
FUNERAL PLANS
AVAILABLE

BROMSGROVE
01527 872318

DROITWICH STUDLEY
01905783188 01527 852213

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER
01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

& family concern %
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@
AT . W | -_—

FUNERAL UNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
E—— |

MORTONS (

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

R.L.Rea

“Where saying lI'uncral Directors Ltd.
goodbye means
everything” = » "A 1 : ., - . x
y g S = || ° A Family Firm Established in 1967
Whatever style of funeral you're looking - ] \ T =i . = ° Y r L I I d nd t C m I t
for, whether direct cremation, traditional, » 2\ . e - ou oca U n epe en o p ete
contemporary, or somewhere in ‘ v Funeral Directors and Memorial
between, you can put your trust in us. = | r Al M
. asons
sl ol Coe ML RN @y » Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
0121459 911 Professional Service 24 hours a day,
Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery Professionally qualified ) . 365 days a year
independent funeral directors S E A
Pot e Edoiwasion Wk b * Private Chapel of Rest

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

your loved ones Ecl:zilsllé)sléja‘gglyn()t send gzll’lrlaoulllﬂ 01527 588688
Lt i - ;‘ s
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

YORK CLOSE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

Order Commences: 1 June 2026 for up to

18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Quantum TM, Tel: 01724 786286.

SPERNAL LANE, SPERNALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Removal of two cut kerbs,

replace with radius kerbs, repair a sunken
patch, & apply topsoil to verge.

Order Commences: 2 June 2026 for up to

18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: Spernal Lane, Spernall Lane,

School Road, Captains Hill, Kinwarton Road,

Kinwarton Farm Road, Tything Road West, Arden

Road, Birmingham Road, Willoughby Close, Coughton

Hill, Haydon Way and vice versa.

Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 01613 515370.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 14 May 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
[

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Advertisement Key: LB = Listed Building

26/00491/LBC LB
Site: Rose And Crown Public House, 48 High Street,
Feckenham, Worcestershire B96 6HS.

Proposal: Replace two original doors with fire
resistant copies and replace two modern kitchen
doors with fire resistant doors, as required by

HW Fire Department. Original doors to be retained
on site.

Application forms and plans may be inspected

online mtps.llpubhcaccess
gov.uk/

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE OR CLUB
PREMISES CERTIFICATE TO BE GRANTED UNDER
THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Primrose Hospice and Family Support Centre
have applied for a premises licence to be granted
under the licensing act 2003 to host Orchardfest
at Pools Farm, Moorgate Road, Worcestershire
B60 4AP on Friday 2 st August and Saturday
22nd August 2026.

If approved, the premises licence would permit
the provision of live and recorded music on
Friday 21 August 2026 between 17:00 and
23:00, and on Saturday 22 August 2026 between
12:00 and 23:00.

The licence would also permit the sale of alcohol
for consumption on the premises during these
times.

Anyone wishing to comment on the application
must submit their representations to
Worcestershire Regulatory Services.
Representations by interested parties or
responsible authorities should be made in writing
to Worcestershire Regulatory Services, Wyre
Forest House, Finepoint Way, Kidderminster,
DY 1 7WF or enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk
by 5th June 2026.

IT IS AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON CONVICTION TO AN UNLIMITED FINE,
UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY
OR RECKLESSLY MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN, OR IN CONNECTION
WITH, AN APPLICATION.

PUBLIC NOTICES
| ——

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Uniserve Ltd of Upminster Court, 133 Hall
Lane, Upmnister, RMI14 1AL is applying to
change an existing licence as follows. To add an
operating centre to keep 20 goods vehicles and
30 trailers at Uniserve, Egghill, Berryhill
Industrial Estate, Droitwich Spa, WR9 9AW
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centres who believe that their
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the
Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry
Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within
21 days of this notice. Representors must at the
same time send a copy of their representations

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

DORMA curtains
/ bedding bright

colours £25 ono
01527 893603
EXERCISE bike
good condition not
needed £20 ono
01527 893603
DORMA bedding,

curtains, lampshades
some unused various
sizes not needed
reasonable offer
01527 893603

LARGE BBQ
on wheels with
gas bottle  good
condition £60 01527
465036

DAWS Dutchess
seven speed Ladies
shopping bike in
excellent condition
£75 07900848170

RALEIGH  Chimera
16 speed racing bike
in good mechanical

S

condition £3
07900848170
BACHMANN 00 gauge

steam locomotive +
tender (Ref 31-551)
V2 Class in BR lined

online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email
to newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
or in writing Planning Services, Redditch Town
Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH.
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PUBLIC NOTICE - LICENSING ACT 2003

1925 anyone with a claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
19 Salford Road, Bidford-on-
Avon, Alcester, Warwickshire,
B50 4EY, who died on
04/06/2025, must send written

Keeping you up to

details to the address below by
16/07/2026, after which the

APPLICATION FORA F LICENCE
OR CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATE TO BE
GRANTED UNDER THE LICENSING
ACT 2003

date with all the
latest information

Name of applicant/club: Grill It Bromsg
(Ideal Grill Ltd)
Postal address of premises/club premises or
description: 22-24 High Street, Bromsgrove,
'Worcestershire B61 8HQ
The applicant proposes to carry out the following
activities or qualifying club activities on or
from the above premises/club premises:
Sale/Supply of Alcohol. Late Night
Refreshment. Opening Hours:
12: 00pm-00 JOam. Mon-Sun

parties or r
authorities should be made in writing to
Worcestershire Regulatory Services, Wyre Forest
House, Finepoint Way, Kidderminster, DY || 7WF
or enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk by:
5th June 2026
The record of the application is available for
inspection by appointment.
Please call us on 01905 822799 for an appointment.
IT IS AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON CONVICTION
TO AN UNLIMITED FINE, UNDER SECTION 158
OF THE LICENSING ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY
OR RECKLESSLY MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN,
OR IN CONNECTION WITH, AN APPLICATION

to the applicant at the address given at the top of black “GREEN
this notice. A Guide to Making Representatlons is ARROW?”  running
ilable at: www.gov. p a- no 60800. In
guide king-rep i jectit d- 11 unmarked
ints-goods-vehicle-operator-licensing condition, test run
only olhcrwisc
unused, ¢
PUBLIC NOTICES original box.£35 Tel
L 07415322794
HOMCOM mini
ANT';ONYADAMS exercise bike for
ecensed leg fitness cardio
Pursuant to the Trustee Act work out, with 8

levels of magnetic
leg resistance and
LCD display feature.
Little used and in
excellent condition.
Cost £90 will accept
£35 Tel 07415322794
HORNBY 00 gauge

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS
N ___
HEDGE Trimmer | BLACK wrought
Bosch Advanced Pro iron slimline wall
Silent 500 w, 70 cm mirror. Frame
blade, Corded. £50 made up of black
_Tel: 078377 27454 decorative  leaves.
REGATTA Great | 39” Long x 12” wide
Outdoors Hydrafort approx: £5.00. Tel:
v [ladies | 07934132759
waterproof  jacket, | {uregT T @ o
New. Mesh lining. {assi li
Size 12. £15. Tel, | Classic fully lined
07840 800965 summer jacket with
DRIZA-BONE|[ | sring
ight turquoise.

Australian dry wax
riding coat. Navy.
shoulder cape,
12-14, Rear vent for
horses rump. Knee
length. Lightweight,
waterproof. VGC.
£60. 07840 800965
RALEIGH Trent
Tourist Gents bicycle
3 speed, dynamo,

new tyres. £180
01527 876942
QUALCAST Lawn

Mower, with grass
box, good working
order £20. Tel: 07743
929558
COSATTO yellow
brown pram, carry
cot, rain cover, bag
& more=like new!
£300 For details
& photos call
07936568004

Hardly worn. Size 12.
£4.00.(1 Can forward
photos if interested)
tel: 07934132759
DEBENHAMS  king
size duvet cover.
Polyester / cotton.
Pastel shades of blue
& white. Pinstripe
design. Brand new,
wrong size bought, so
never used! £10.00.
_Tel: 07934132759
SOOTY & Sweep

cookie jar or
biscuit barrel £25
07719695685

VERY old 1930’s
chair in ex cond £50
07719695685

BATH tub with taps
Ex cond FREE
07719695685

o

ETHING TO

ELL

Advertise them in

Observer
"Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com

1 |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500) | Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value) A!
I Details of tem For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): I
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WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 257 643

WANTED
—

RECORDS WANTED

Cash paid

Call Paul or text: 07765 142354 /
01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

and make
someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items

If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in

Estate will be distributed with on Plannin steam locomotive 1 MAX 15 WORDS 1 .
regrd only t caims d | Proposals, Traffic | + tender BR Class | ) P a boxed advertisement
interests notified. Notices, Goods 9F in black with late ' Il for just
T M Road, anceeticorcedl | so07 oy sond 1 1
e Manse, 33 New Roa Licences, Licences . Very goo =
Stourbridge, DY PA. To Sell Alcohol, unmarked condition | Tel: i £5-75 (II‘IC Vat)
et 1033 Probate Notices..... ?\l“d St""‘)mhi;'s’"“;'i 1 Details (Not for Publication): [}
0 OX. C)
07415322794 1 Initials Surname ! 3 PIECE
TISE ¥ Plants, £2. a tiay of | § A0S ] ITE
4 ants, . a tray o
TO ADVER e iy e ) ‘g Sul-
/ 18mm canes 75p. P n leather,
C 190 TIBE \ » ostcode i brow
() l DENON DRA-F107 [ el Mobile 1 perfect
DAB Stereo Email: it
Receiver, 1 X . 1 condition
r 1‘ a‘ (’ 1‘ i‘ PDICD-I-‘ém . Clg 1 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £ 1 as new
layer, Speakers an 1 A 1
Jd User Mamual - 4120 | | or alternatively ]
07871159366 Please debit my card for £ Vi Delta i
VINTAGE Pioneer redit Card Number B
Turntable  PL-Z93 ] EreArCarg Numbe | can deliver
£20 Tel 07871159366 | g Bx: Start: I Telephone
LEGO ‘Notradam Sec No: (Last 3 digits Issue No. (if
Cathedral’ £50 Tel: [ 1 { s} ! X 10234 567890
_07837727454 I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, I
17 rung aluminium |

double ladders £50
excellent  condition
07864037112

I Redditch, Worcestershire. B38 8BP or email your advertisement to
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com

R -

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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7 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.directory24

BUILDERS
—

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
=

ﬁ My Clean Gutters

%
SATISFACTION
* X

rcepnone 0800 0463373
Birmingham 0]2] 652 03716

Redditct
Mobile: 07376 9]5 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH|
DECORATORS |

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmith@live.co.uk

07341 683 65 - 321 836221

ALY =3
GIVE A LOCAL EXPERT A CALL!

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

Dragonfly
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
* Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming
* Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman

33 Years Experience in Horticulture
with a local major Garden Centre
Registered Waste Carrier
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

JEFS

Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104
www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

GRASS CUTTING |

COVERING REDDITCH,
STUDLEY & BROMSGROVE

No job too small
Locally based

cai 07999 270652

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

o _ Email:
jamietaylor@ijtstreeandgardens.com

HANDYMAN
—

KITCHENS
—

S.W
INSTAI.I.ATIONS

LANDSCAPING
—

SKIP HIRE
—

D.A TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ¢ Slabbing ¢ Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

REMOVALS/
STORAGE
—

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

————

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
Collection of unwanted household items
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835

T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWith IsRedditch.co.uk

To advertise
call

01327
288688

A&S SKIPS

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service

Promp( reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot

* Next day service

Call 01527 63644

Or visit us at:
L www.redditchskiphire.com
Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputaton to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+ Tree Work + Paving * Fencing + Arificial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

ONE: 0800 747 1704 ¢ L
lveeandlandscapespemahsts gma\\ com
www ireeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

01521%577

Aowsor G g

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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Appomtments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

www.taurustaxis.co.uk
Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?
Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

01527 588625 01527 588749

carolin.birkenhead @bullivantmedia.com | kellytaylor@bullivantmedia.com

4 WINTERFOLD

Sazo5® PR E P PRE-PREFP NURSERY

BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

We currently have opportunities at
WINTERFOLD HOUSE SCHOOL for

SEND TEACHING
ASSISTANT

(Fixed term appointment from September 2026)
We seek a qualified SEND Teaching Assistant (Level 3) to join
our team here at Winterfold House School to support pupils

with the opportunity to achieve their potential.

Monday to Friday 8.30 a.m.-5.30 p.m.), term time only.
Fixed term ends 31.08.31

Full details and application forms are available on the school
website www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk
Closing date for all applications is
Thursday 21 May 2026.
The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people.

Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening
including checks with past employers and the Disclosure
Barring Service.

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

PartTime
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

— ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639

The Standard, Friday May 15, 2026

LOOKING
FOR A NEW

JOB?

Check out
our
recruitment
ads in print
and online!

j Standard
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Evesham
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911 RT a is race car for the road

THE TALOS Porsche 911 RT
is the latest incredible crea-
tion from Talos, the British
designer and manufacturer
of handcrafted performance
vehicles.

Limited to a production run of
just 20 units worldwide, the awe-
inspiring machine is a true race
car for the road. Inspired by the
legendary 911 R race car, the RT
retains an almost identical visual
presence, while careful adaptations
engineered by Talos, deliver sub-
lime road driving performance.

Exclusivity and bespoke craft-
manship are at the core of the
vehicle with every unit being indi-
vidually commissioned, specified
and built to each owner’s specific
requirements.

The result will be complete exclu-
sivity with every owner playing a
direct role in the design of their
car.

Jamie Thwaites, managing direc-
tor at Talos Vehicles and the vision-
ary behind the project, said: “Our

philosophy for the 911 RT was very
simple; to create a road car that
feels like a race car and vice versa,
and we're incredibly proud of the
result.

“Every decision has been guided
by visual authenticity, mechanical
honesty and an uncompromising
driving experience. The result is
a machine that remains focused,
immersive and purposeful in every
environment.”

Engineered and hand crafted in
the UK, the Talos 911 RT features a
bespoke suspension system exclu-
sively designed in collaboration with
performance specialists Ohlins.

The digital TTX system has been
engineered to achieve the perfect
balance between road comfort and
sharp handling.

Furthermore, drivers can fine
tune the electronically adjustable
dampers via smartphone control,
giving them complete authority of
the car’s set up.

The 911 RT’s engine and power-
train remain faithful to Porsche’s

most celebrated formula, retaining
the car’s original character with a
focus on response, driver engage-
ment and reliability.

Power delivery of the c. 540bhp
engine has been engineered to feel
natural and progressive, allowing
drivers to fully exploit the car’s
capabilities, without compromise.

The design of the Talos 911 RT
is unapologetically bold. Using
advanced 3D scanning, the race car
was digitally captured and redevel-
oped to integrate seamlessly with
the road-going GT3 RS chassis.

Developed in collaboration with
leading motorsport specialists, MCT
Carbon, extensive exposed carbon
fibre body panels dominate the
car’s exterior, helping to reduce the
vehicle weight by 80kg compared
with the Porsche GT3RS.

Paired with an aggressive aerody-
namics package and centre-locking
wheel nuts, there can be no doubt
about the car’s intent and purpose.

Final exterior design choices,
including paint specification, are

completed by Talos following exten-
sive consultation with owners to
deliver their unique vision for their
vehicle.

While the 911 RT’s bold exte-
rior reflects its motorsport inspi-
ration, the car’s interior achieves
a balance between comfort, focus
and more modern road car environ-
ment. Embracing Talos’ philosophy
of individual hand-crafted creations,
materials, colours and finishes are
fully designed

“Not only does the car represent
an exclusive design opportunity to
owners, its premium finish and our
obsessive focus and detail mean the
car genuinely delivers the ultimate
driving pleasure.

“With every customer playing a
key role in shaping the design and
performance of their car, the 911
RT is unlike any other. It pushes
the boundaries of performance and
individuality.”

in consulta-
tion with each
owner, deliver-
ing a vehicle that
is bespoke and
matches  their
unique require-
ments.
Mr
added:
Talos 911
has been engi-
neered and com-
missioned with-
out compromise.

Thwaites

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately

Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313




WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 251643
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Prestigious title
for young golfer
at Royal Troon

DroitwichigolferiGracelBowenisecuredithelbiggest vncéory of:
hj

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

GOLF: A GOLFER from
Droitwich secured the biggest
win of her fledgling career
with a stunning victory at the
Helen Holm Scottish Women’s
Open Championship.

Grace Bowen, a student at the
University of Stirling, claimed
a two-shot victory over near-
est challenger Jessica Ross from
Ireland.

The 54-hole stroke play event
took place at Royal Troon in
South Ayrshire.

Bowen posted scores of 71 and
69 on the Portland Course and
produced another round of 71 on
the final day on the Old Course.

The Droitwich golfer finished
on five-under par, two shots clear
of Ross to clinch the title.

Bowen said: “I'm just so happy
to have won. To win a stroke play
event of this importance is the
best victory to date.

“It’s been a great week in chal-
lenging conditions and Jess made
it really difficult for me, but I'm
so proud to have won.

“I've now got exams coming up
so the clubs will be locked away
for a week or two.

“But I'll enjoy this for a few

her, fledglmg career:Ricturelb

more hours before I start to think
about time in the library.”

The drama went to the final
hole as closest challenger Ross
saw her approach from 140 yards
strike the pin and dance around
the cup.

An eagle from the fairway
would have turned the heat up
on Bowen as Ross made an easy
birdie.

However, Bowen held her nerve
to card a steady par and seal the
title.

Bowen came out on top in
a 120-strong field with golfers

Young/Scott

from 15 different nations vying
for the prestigious title.

The maths undergraduate won
a Student Tour Series event in
Spain earlier this year.

She finished runner-up in
the English Women’s Amateur
Championship at Royal Liverpool
last year.

Grace’s dad Adrian caddied for
her throughout the tournament.

Bowen will also receive an
invite to a LETAS event because
of the Helen Holm trophy count-
ing towards the new European
Amateur Order of Merit.
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Podlum finishes for Team
Vertu’s Ingram and Collard

BTCC: DROITWICH-based Team
Vertu took four podiums and a race
win from the second round of the
British Touring Car Championship
(BTCC) season.

The team recovered from a dif-
ficult first weekend of the season
as Tom and Ricky Collard
both stepped on the podium twice at
Brands Hatch.

Ingram tasted victory in race three
and finished third in race one while
Collard finished second in race one
and third in race two.

Defending champion Ingram
already finds himself 47 points adrift
of early leader Ash Sutton with the
latter driver on the podium in all six
races this season.

However, Ingram hopes he can
claw the points back with plenty of
time left in the season.

Ingram said: “We needed a win.
I feel like I've already had a couple
of wins this year but I've not been
allowed to keep them for various
reasons.

“I'm waiting for them to come up
with something to take it off me this
time.

“We've done a good job. We've not
had the rub of it so far for the first two

rounds of the season.

“We've been on the back foot and
in the wrong place at the wrong time
or slightly out of position. The chips
haven't fell in our favour.

“Team Vertu have had to work hard
to maximise what we've got. It's fairly
evident to see Ash [Sutton] is going to
be super fast this year.

“We're 50 points back already,
we've got to make sure we’re leaving
no stone and doing everything we can
to claw the points back.”

Ingram gave Team Vertu their
first race win of the season with a
determined drive in race three as
Tom Chilton finished 12th, Nicolas
Hamilton 19th while Collard suffered
a DNF.

That came after Collard finished on
the podium in race two as he crossed
the line in third place with Ingram just
behind in fourth and Hamilton 11th
while Chilton did not finish the race.

And Collard finished second in race
one with Ingram third as Team Vertu
secured a double podium with Chilton
fifth and Hamilton unable to finish
the race.

The BTCC season continues at
Snetterton over the weekend of May
23 and 24.

Engine tuning

for final MOT

Cam belt replacement
Clutch Replacement
General repairs
Welding

Servicing

makes & models

MOT preparation and submission

Insurance work welcome
Supply and fit all parts for all

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk
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