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County signals intent
to improve A38 lights

by Ryan Smith
ryans.mith@bullivantmedia.com

CAMPAIGNERS are celebrat-
ing after improvements are set
to be carried out to improve
traffic at the A38 Copcut junc-
tion.

Safety concerns centred on traffic
lights at the junction, which oper-
ate on a fixed timer, leading to long
delays along the A38.

A petition was launched by Coun
Richard Morris calling for improve-
ments to the junction and it has
gained almost 850 signatures.

Local counhcillors have been push-
ing Worcestershire County Council
to take action for around a year.

The petition claimed congestion
caused by the lights had been affect-
ing residents and businesses, as well
as the image of Droitwich, and called
for an urgent, improved solution.

The county council has said that,
following ongoing public comments
and concerns regarding the A38
Copcut ‘traffic signalised junction’,
technology improvements are being
planned.

A spokesperson for the authority
said: “Worcestershire County Council
has been monitoring the new signa-
lised junction in recent months and
it is recognised that when the M5

From left: Couns Dan Birch, Richard Morris and Seb James have been fighting for improvements on

the A38 Copcut junction. s

motorway has delays and closures,
the A38 becomes heavily congested.
“However, concerns about more
regular local congestion happening
have also been assessed to see if fur-
ther improvements can be made.
“We will be working on these sig-
nals next month and, following this,

a period of monitoring to see the
effects and benefits achieved [will be
undertaken].”

Coun Morris said: “Thank you to
everyone who supported and signed
the petition and, whilst it has taken
a long time, at least now we can
see some positive action to make

improvements, and the promise to
further monitor. I pass this junction
every day and see the issues, frustra-
tion and annoyance of drivers.

“I see and hear the issues daily and
thank my fellow local councillors,
Couns Seb James and Dan Birch, for
helping to get some action.”

Teenagers
arrested

FOUR teenagers have been
arrested after a “frightening”
robbery in Droitwich which saw
raiders in balaclavas steal a
phone and cash card.

At around 5pm on Sunday,
a victim was approached on
Burrish Street by children in
balaclavas. They blocked his
path and demanded he empty
his pockets.

The raiders stole the victim’s
mobile phone and bank card.

The boys, aged 14, 15, 15 and
16 were arrested on Tuesday, on
suspicion of robbery. They were
taken into custody for question-
ing and released on bail, pend-
ing further enquiries.

Saferneighbourhoodinspector
for Droitwich Lisa Hornberger
said: “This was a frightening
ordeal for the victim, who was
targeted in broad daylight by
a group intent on intimidation
and theft. Incidents like this will
not be tolerated.

“We are committed to tak-
ing robust action against those
responsible.”
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Bench unveiled for Bletchley

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

Park codebreak By Webb

A MEMORIAL bench has been
installed at the Gorsey Lotts
‘War Memorial in Wythall to hon-
our Bletchley Park codebreaker
and Second World War veteran
Charlotte ‘Betty’ Webb MBE,
Légion d’honneur.

The ceremony was attended by family
members, friends, residents and invited
guests and celebrated Betty’s remark-
able life and enduring legacy of service
to both her country and her local com-
munity.

Betty served during the Second World
War as a member of the Auxiliary
Territorial Service (ATS), contributing
to vital wartime work at both Bletchley
Park and later at the Pentagon.

In peacetime, she dedicated many dec-
ades of service to the local community
through Wythall Parish Council, offering
her time, wisdom and commitment in
support of public life.

The memorial bench was commis-
sioned by Wythall Parish Council, with a
contribution towards the bench made by
Betty’s family.

The service was started by piper

Andy Decomyn, followed by a welcome
from Coun Dianne Taylor, Chairman of
‘Wythall Parish Council.

Coun Taylor said: “Betty devoted her-
self tirelessly to public service in the
local community.

“She served Wythall Parish Council for
many decades with wisdom, kindness
and unmovable commitment.

“Betty’s legacy lives on, not only in our
nations history but also in the hearts of
the community she served so faithfully.”

Col (Retired) Ali Brown from the
‘Women’s Royal Army Corps told stories
of her and Betty’s time together, and the
lasting impact Betty had on the role of
women in the Army.

“Sometimes when the phone rings now
I wish it could be her.”

Her family also paid tribute, saying
how she would not only be remembered
for her service, but also her warmth and
kindness.

Coun Taylor finished the service by
remembering one of the saddest stories
Betty told her.

“Unfortunately Betty’s parents knew
nothing of her work during the war as
they died before the lifting of the Official
Secrets Act.

“They had no opportunity to be proud
of her, well today, all of us here can say
we’re proud of her.”

LEFT: Council
members, dig-
nitaries and
friends joined
to remember
Betty Webb
MBE.
Copyright
Bullivant
. Media.

BELOW: The
bench has
been installed
at Gorsey Lotts
War Memorial.
Copyright
Bullivant Media

LEFT: Betty
with her
invitation to
the King’s
Corination.
Picture by
Marcus
Mingins.
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These new outdoor facilities will help youngsters
to learn. s

YOUNGSTERS at Hanbury CofE First
School will be able to develop in the great
outdoors thanks to a new early-years out-
side learning area.

Brand new early years and pre-school
amenities have been opened at the
school as part of an £850,000 transfor-
mation project.

They include a heated teepee class-
room which will enable youngsters to
play, experiment and develop; and an art
area; a stage; climbing equipment; and a
‘mud kitchen’.

During the day, pre-school students will
be able to participate in group activities
led by a teacher on the carpet area, such

Cooking up muddy play

as reading books, singing songs and
playing games.

An official opening ceremony, to unveil
the brand new classrooms, outdoor
space, playground, reading garden and
heated teepee, will take place on June
23.

A school spokesperson said: “We'’re
incredibly proud of what has been cre-
ated and excited to watch all the learning
and adventures that will unfold here.

“The transformation has created an
inspiring and engaging environment and,
most importantly, the children are flour-
ishing in it.

“The new space offers a wide range
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of exciting opportunities for exploration,
creativity and physical development.

“Our art area encourages children to
express themselves freely, using a variety
of materials in outdoor play.

“The stage has quickly become a hub
for imaginative play, performances and
storytelling, building confidence and
communication skills.”

The spokesperson added, the water
play area has been a huge hit, providing
sensory experiences and problem solv-
ing and the mud kitchen is full of messy,
creative fun, and perfect for role-playing.

The challenging climbing equipment
helps children build strength, co-ordina-
tion and resilience. “It's wonderful to see
children so engaged, active and happy in
a space designed for them,” added the
spokesperson.

Council

to get

tough on litter
tossed from cars

Officers can fine offenders £250

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

DRIVERS who drop rubbish from
vehicles in Bromsgrove could face
fines of up to £250, as part of an
environmental crime clampdown.

At a Bromsgrove District Council meeting
on Wednesday, members voted to empower
civil enforcement officers to issue litter pen-
alty charge notices (PCNs) if they spot rub-
bish being thrown out of cars.

Officers are already out on the streets
enforcing parking rules and issuing PCNs.

A report from Worcestershire Regulatory
Services (WRS) — the organisation which car-
ries out enforcement action for the council
— states the officers will help to catch those
littering from vehicles in the act.

The partnership working arrangement
agreed will enable the council to issue litter
PCNs to the owner or keeper responsible for
cars if a littering offence is seen.

The littering fine is $250 but reduces to
£125 if paid within two weeks.

Bromsgrove District Councillor Kit Taylor,
whose portfolio covers the WRS, said: “While
this will not detract from the day-to-day job
of our parking enforcement officers, if they
do see someone littering they can do some-
thing about it.”

“Hopefully this will also act as a deter-
rent and prove this council will not tolerate
people disrespecting our district and making
it an eyesore for our residents and communi-
ties.

“The message is loud and clear: please
keep your rubbish in your car until you are
able to dispose of it correctly, if you want to
avoid a fine.”

Over the next few months, equipment and
licences will need to be updated to issue the
fines and the scheme will go live later this
year.

Members also agreed, on Wednesday, to
adopt the Bromsgrove and Redditch enforce-
ment policy, written by WRS, to replace the
Jjoint environmental enforcement strategy.

The new code complements the council’s
ability to enforce fixed-penalty noticess for
environmental crimes, including fly-tipping,
whilst educating residents and businesses on
how they can legally dispose of waste.

The council’s cabinet member for environ-
mental services, Coun Peter Whittaker, said:
“It shouldn’t be down to our place team and
our litter-pickers to clean up our district,
especially if it has been dropped in the road,
placing them at risk.

“Let’s be proud of Bromsgrove, and don’t
drop rubbish in the first place.”

People who witness litter being dropped
can visit bromsgrove.gov.uk/reportlittering
to report it.
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Former Reform UK members
launch an independent group

A FOURTH councillor elected to rep-
resent Reform UK on Worcestershire
County Council quit the party to go
independent at the weekend.

Coun Matthew Jones, who
represents Kidderminster - St
John’s, joined the newly formed
Worcestershire Independents
Group.

The group was launched last
week by Coun Ashley Monk who
was suspended by Reform UK last
week and Coun David Taylor. Coun

Worcestershire

— INDEPENDENT GROUP —

ANTIQUE &

VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 31ST MAY
ENTRY 9AM - 2PN

Sky Blue Sports Connexion Ryton on Dunsmore CV8 3FL
Free parking & café - Entry £3, under 16's FREE
Dogs are welcome

Contact 07939 445024 www.gifairs.co.uk

Monk had just been elected to
represent Reform UK on Redditch
Borough Council to go with his
Worcestershire County Council
seat.

Coun Jones said, while he still
supported Reform UK’s aims and
objectives nationally, he was ‘fed
up with the mind games and play-
ground antics at a local level’.

“The public don’t care about the
drama behind closed doors.

“They care about roads, services,
value for money, safety, opportuni-
ties for their children and having
councillors who actually listen.

“I'll continue to speak honestly,
stand up for local people and focus
on what really matters doing the
best for Worcestershire and the
people who call it home.”

Coun Taylor said Coun Jones
brought a willingness to listen, a
deep passion for his local area and
a relentless drive to help those in
need.

“I know Matthew well. He will add
genuine value to the group and,
like the rest of us, is determined
to remove the political circus from
local government so we can focus
on the job in front of us.”

And Coun Taylor said he
‘expected further growth’ on the

Worcestershire Independents
Group.
The changes now mean

Reform UK are the largest party
on Worcestershire County Council
with 22 seats. The Conservatives
are second with 12, the Greens
and Independents are third with
10, the Lib Dems have seven,
Worcestershire Independents Group
has four and Labour has two.

THE LEADER of the Green and Independent
alliance group, Coun Matt Jenkins, was elected
as the new leader of Worcestershire County
Council.

After former Reform UK Councillor Jo Monk was
ousted by her own party, Coun Rob Wharton nomi-
nated his Reform UK colleague, Coun Alan Amos for
the leader post.

Seconding it, Coun Santinder Bell (also Reform UK)
praised his ability and political experience.

But in a shock turn of events, Liberal Democrat
leader, Coun Dan Boatright-Greene, put forward Coun
Jenkins and that was seconded by Conservative Coun
Adam Kent.

Coun Boatright-Green praised Coun Jenkins’ integ-
rity and sense, adding: “It’s not my party and we don’t
always agree but I know I can work with him.

“What has happened on this council in the last 12
months has been an embarrassment and I don’t want
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Green
leader

LEFT: Coun Matt Jenkins was voted in as the
new leader of Worcestershire County Council
last Thursday. s

another 12 months like this.”

Coun Kent, who was elected as deputy leader,
slammed the ‘public resignations’, ‘internal feuding’,
‘leadership coups’, ‘councillors walking away’ and
added: “This council has been better known for drama
rather than delivery.

“The public are watching from afar and thinking:
‘if this is what Government is all about, it has to
change’.

“Worcestershire deserves stability, competence,
honesty and mature leadership.

“It needs mutual respect between groups who need
to put the county before party politics.”

Reform UK deputy leader Richard Tice MP slammed
the move and accused Conservative leader Kemi
Badenoch of ‘personally signing off on her party
jumping into bed with the Green Party’.

“After bankrupting Worcestershire County Council
when they were in charge, the Tories have now
inflicted on local residents a radical outfit that wants
an amnesty for all illegal migrants and the blanket
legalisation of every drug.”

Last Thursday, Coun Kent was suspended by the
national Conservative Party pending an investigation
into the incident.

Then this week, three of his fellow Tory coun-
cillors - Coun Karen May, Coun Marcus Hart and
Coun Adrian Hardman - quit their cabinet roles in
Health, Education and Finance respectively, due to
being instructed to do so by Conservative Campaign
Headquarters (CCHQ).

Coun May told the Standard: “Regardless of this,
all three of us are committed to working hard for
residents and doing what is best for them on this
council.”

Visit our website for the latest updates.

01789 415 1 07729 689239 www bill
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Mark Willis will be trekking

250 miles with a 25kg trailer

and needs somewhere to

pitch his tent for two nights

in Bromsgrove. Inset: Mark’s
four-legged friend Nina will be
accompanying him on the charity
walk. s

Can you help

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A MAN who is taking on a
gruelling 250-mile charity
trek along canal towpaths is
appealing for help in finding
a place to pitch his tent in
Bromsgrove or Stoke Prior.

Mark Willis will be walking with
rescue dog Nina in July, for Battersea
Dogs and Cats Home and the Canal
and River Trust.

The fundraiser, who will be entirely
self-funded and self-supported, will
be hauling the pair’s gear in a 25kg
trolley the entire way.

‘When Mark and Nina pass through
Bromsgrove, on July 1 and again on
July 22, they will need a place where
they can pitch their tent for those
nights.

Mark told The Standard: “We are
turning to the Bromsgrove commu-
nity.

“We are desperately looking for a
local hero.

“If a local farmer, pub landlord or
canalside resident near Bridge 42
could spare a tiny patch of grass for
a single tent on July 1 or 22, it would
be absolutely amazing.

“We’ve received loads of offers for
overnight safe camping spots but
Stoke Prior, on our first and penul-

Mark and Nina?

timate nights, is proving difficult to
nail down. Our route passes directly
through the Stoke Prior area, around

3

Shaw Lane and Bridge 42.”

Mark added, because of the 25kg
trolley and the need to keep Nina
safe, wild camping on the exposed
towpath in that specific area was
simply not an option, and that has
currently left them without a safe
harbour for the night.

Regarding the trip, Mark added:
“The campaign has gained incredible
momentum.

“We received an official letter of
support from His Majesty The King,
and major national YouTubers -
including Ashley Neal, Narrowboat
Life Unlocked and Cruising the Cut —
are joining us along the route.

“They are helping to promote the
campaign.”

Anyone who can help Mark and
Nina can email mark@surplex.co.uk
to get in touch.
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Crematorium
hit by vandals

AN INVESTIGATION has been launched
after Waseley Hills Crematorium was
vandalised.

Shocked staff at the New Inns Lane
site received a call from a family on May
10, saying numerous memorials within
the cemetery had been damaged.

A statement said, while no headstones
had been vandalised, some graves with
statues, lights and flowers were crimi-
nally damaged.

The statement added: “We have done
our best to rectify the issues and clean
up the cemetery.

“This matter has been reported to
the police and an incident has been
logged.”

A West Mercia Police spokesperson
said the force had received the report of
criminal damage and an investigation is
ongoing.

B AN ENTREPRENEUR who co-founded
the clothing company Gymshark has
been named as the 10th wealthiest per-
son in the West Midlands in the latest
Sunday Times Rich List.

Ben Francis, who was born and grew
up in Bromsgrove, is worth an estimated
§£800million, putting him among the
region’s highest earners.

When it comes to the list’s wealthiest
under-40s, Mr Francis’ fortune puts him
top in the West Midlands and fifth in the
UK-wide list.

Mr Francis, who attended South
Bromsgrove High School, co-founded
Gymshark in 2012 with Lewis Morgan,
whilst they were studying at Aston
University together. They began screen-
printing and selling fitness clothing in
Mr Francis’ parents’ garage.

Gymshark has its headquarters in
Solihull and reportedly generated a
record §£646million in revenue for the
last financial year.

CELEBRATING

Shop at home for your

Direct Floor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

<+ Mobile showroom to your home
« 1000’s Samples to your door
<+ Fully qualified insured fitters
« Family run business since 1999
\ RN =N — : == ¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
"/l \\ NS R S s = for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on
facebook

| | Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk



PAGE 6

Go much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move house bU|Id an extension or

start a new hobby
\

Beyond
Storage

-J
The New

cean Haolel

WESTON—SUPER—MARE
FOUR NIGHT SUNSHINE SPECIALS

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“ssa

I I self storage

association

The Standard, Friday May 22, 2026

Striding ahead
for Primrose

,Z’% FOUR runners raised £13,481

torth for the Primrose Hosplce after
taking on this year’s London
Marathon.
The cash will go towards helping the
hospice and the family support centre.
One of the runners, Jenna, said:

“Thank you so much - I had a smash-
. ing day and loved seeing you on the
course.

“It was an absolute pleasure being
part of Team Primrose and I'm so proud
of how much we’ve raised so far.

“I loved all the updates and support
you gave - honestly, I can’t thank you
enough for the effort from the Primrose
team.

“It was an incredible experience and I
m Joved every second of it.”

The Primrose Hospice said it was
. extremely proud of all four runners
- and everyone who so kindly supported
them.

“Congratulations to the amazing Team
Primrose London Marathon runners -
you’ve done something truly special.”

The charity needs £1.95 million every
year to keep its doors open, so relies
on the generosity of fundraisers and
donations.

Anyone wanting to be considered
for the 2027 London Marathon, via
one of the Primrose Hospice charity
places, should visit: primrosehospice.
org/events/run-for-primrose/ before
May 31

The page also contains a list of
Midlands summer running challenges,
including in Bromsgrove, Redditch and
Malvern.

Amazing
Offers

Up To
25%
OFF

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH FREE BAR INCLUDED

All include four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Monday 1st June - Friday 5th June Was £329 NOW £272pp
Monday 8th June - Friday 12th June Was £335 NOW £283pp
Monday 15th June - Friday 19th June Was £335 NOW £283pp
Monday 27th July - Friday 31st July Was £355 NOW £299pp
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full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
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Friday 29th May - Monday 1st June Was £295 NOW £258pp
Friday 5th June - Monday 8th June Was £295 NOW £262pp
Friday 12th June - Monday 15th June Was £305 NOW £262pp
Friday 19th June - Monday 22nd June Was £305 NOW £272pp
Friday 26th June - Monday 29th June Was £315 NOW £272pp
Friday 3rd July - Monday 6th July Was £319 NOW £279pp
Friday 31st July - Monday 3rd August Was £325 NOW £283pp
Friday 28th August - Monday 31st August £339 NOW £295pp

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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Community hub opens doors for
music-making and stem cell drive

THERE will be two spe-
cial events in Clent next
Saturday, May 30, offering
families a morning of music-
making, community spirit

and the chance to save a
life.

Kate Gallimore is urging people
to sign up to the DKMS stem
cell register after she, herself,
found a matching donor. s

Clent Connect, the village’s much-
loved community hub and cafe, is
opening its doors from 10am to
1pm for a morning packed with
activities for all ages.

Families can go along, enjoy a
cuppa and a homemade cake in
the cafe hub and take part in two
very different but equally inspiring
events.

Join the Band sees
Worcestershire’s much-celebrat-
ed Music Box bus, run by Severn
Arts, roll into the village for a free
event.

It will be parked up at Clent
Connect for the morning and chil-
dren and young people are invited
to climb aboard and discover the
joy of digital music-making.

‘Working in small groups, partici-
pants will get hands-on experience
with drum machines, synthesisers,
electric guitar, DJ decks and a
vocal booth, recreating and record-
ing their favourite sounds using
professional music software.

Sessions are open to all ages and
no previous musical experience is
needed.

Supported by Arts Council
England and the Department for
Education, Severn Arts is a thriving
charitable arts company which has
been bringing music and creative
arts to people across Worcestershire
since 2018. It works in partnership
with schools, libraries and commu-
nity venues to ensure music-making
is accessible to everyone.

Life-saving

As part of the DKMS stem cell
registration drive, the message is ‘a
simple swab could save a life’.

Blood cancer charity DKMS will
be at Clent Connect encouraging
adults aged 16 to 55 to join the
stem cell donor register.

The event is championed by Kate
Gallimore, a local surgeon and Clent
resident whose own story brings the
cause powerfully to life.

Kate was diagnosed with blood
cancer after developing unexplained
fatigue and a persistent rash.

She found a matching donor on
the stem cell register and, thanks
to that unrelated donor, has made a
full recovery.

She is now back working in the
NHS and has set up a community
artists group, a studio and a gal-
lery.

Kate is urging others to sign up
so that more patients can have the
same second chance at life she was
given.

Registering with DKMS takes sec-
onds - visitors pick up a free swab
kit on the day and swab the inside
of their cheeks.

DKMS then analyses the sample
to determine tissue type, adding
the donor to a global register which
gives blood cancer patients world-
wide a better chance of finding a
match.

Every 14 minutes, someone in
the UK is diagnosed with blood

Sally Stuart, Carol Hawkins, Jim Yarwood, Carol Bates, Helen
Jordan and Peter Bates are gearing up for some music-making.
Picture by Marcus Mingins 2126007MMR

cancer.

Four in ten patients do not find a
matching donor.

DKMS, which launched in the UK
in 2013, has registered more than
Imillion potential blood stem cell
donors in Britain and has helped
give more than 2,500 people a sec-

ond chance at life.

Registration is open to anyone
aged 16 to 55 who is in general
good health.

Visit: dkms.org.uk for more on
the stem cell register and go to:
clentconnect.co.uk for more on
Clent Connect.

DEAN SIMPS

COUNTY TREE SURGEONS

& GARDEN SERVICES

Your local, NPTC & Lantra Certified tree surgeon

Garden Services County Tree Surgeons have been | v Allaspects of tree work undertaken
¢ Grass Cutting trusted tree surgeons in Redditch | / Specialist in tree removal/ reductions
v Gutter Cleaning and the surrounding area for over 15
¥ Generll Ghiden years, specialising in_tree reduction

Maintenafice and removal. A family run business
with - values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

v Fencing
v Hedge maintenance
v Storm damage work

v’ lvy Removal
v/ Garden Waste Removal

v Tree stump grinding service
v Conifer trees toppedor felled
v Call out work

v Fast clean service

« Man/Wood Chipper
Hire
v Free estimates
v Fully insured

v All work carried out to BS3998
standard

Tel 01527 404240 | Mobile 07969 895316
www.countytreesurgeons.com
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10% OFF

Sunday to

Thursday with
this advert

M! EVEREST

Authentic Neplese Cuisine

Opening Times:
Monday 6-11 pm Tuesday 6-11 pm
Wednesday 6-11 pm Thursday 6-11 pm
Friday 6-11 pm Saturday 6-11 pm

Sunday 6-11 pm

Tel: 01527 850717
31 Alcester Road B8O 7LL
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Motionhouse
set to have a
Captive audience

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

REDDITCH residents are in for a
treat this summer when interna-
tionally renowned dance-circus
Motionhouse will perform two of its
acclaimed outdoor productions free
of charge.

People will be able to see Captive at sev-
eral locations over the May half-term bank
holiday weekend and can catch hit show
WILD in the town centre on June 20.

The performances will be part of Reimagine
Redditch’s Makers in Motion project, which
is inspired by Redditch as a manufacturing
town — for needles, springs, lamps, bikes
etcetera.

Feedback, given to Reimagine Redditch,
that people wanted more ambition, has also
contributed to Motionhouse’s invite.

The company will stage its live perform-
ances to deliver an 18-month co-creation
project with communities which will end
with a final performance in summer 2028.

Louise Richards, executive director of
Motionhouse, said performers cannot wait to
arrive in Redditch.

“We believe dance is for everyone, so it’'s
going to be fantastic to share our work in
the heart of communities across the area,”
said Luoise.

Richard Bromhall, Reimagine Redditch’s
programme director, said: “We're thrilled

people across the borough can experience
the Motionhouse performances for them-
selves.” He added, it would be a stunning
cultural event.

From tomorrow (Saturday) until Monday,
there will be three chances to catch the
Captive show — an exciting mix of dance,
acrobatics and aerial work inside a cage
(pictured).

Free performances will take place at three
key locations at 1pm daily, with no need to
book.

Tomorrow, the first show will be at the
Tesco Redditch Extra car park, on Coldfield
Drive. On Sunday it will be at Morton Stanley
Park, in the circular area near the car park,
and will be followed by a free family work-
shop with the Motionhouse dancers for chil-
dren aged five to 12 and their guardians.

The last performance, on Monday, May 25,
will be at Arrow Valley Country Park, near
the Boathouse cafe, and will be followed by
a free workshop with the Motionhouse danc-
ers, this time for 12- to 18-year-olds.

ARTRIX UPDATE
[ETEsRAY =gzt - MEMSERBHIF LAUNGH|

Artrix will soon launch our new membership programme - Friends of Artrix
giving supporters the opportunity to play a direct role in securing the
theatre’s future.

Membership will offer benefits for audiences while helping sustain the venue
for generations to come. For those who want to be even more closely
involved, volunteering remains one of the most powerful ways to contribute.
Whether welcoming audiences, supporting events or helping shape the
future of the theatre, our volunteers truly make Artrix possible.

For more info, we’d love to welcome you to our membership launch event at
Artrix on the 31 May 2026, Its free, nibbles and a free drink on entry.

A night of live music in the foyer, tours of the venue and meet the team.
Signup at: artrixbromsgrove.co.uk/membershiplaunch

E YOUR NAI
L Here

FRIEND OF ARTRIX:

Booking Fees E ptionon allb

£3 off cinema tickets

)

2 free members only events per year, one theatrical and one music event.

All the benefits of the standby club.

£78 per annum (non transgerable)

50% off for volunteers of Artrix.

The Standby Club:

Members of The Standby Club are eligible to buy two reduced priced tickets
on the day of a performance (max two tickets per production), where

available.

Standby Tickets may be bought online or by phone as well as in-person and

the price will be announced daily.

£30.00 per annum (non transferable)

Available to purchase online at artrixbromsgrove.co.uk from the end of May.

Or in person at the membership launch event.

SPBNSOL%%

ARTRIX MEMBERSHIP

LAUNCH

EVENT

31T MAY 2026

SPM-7PM
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A TRANSFORM YOUR EXISTING
E N S | G N CONSERVATORY INTO A LIVING SPACE

conservatory roor sorutions YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

=

S e

: ' Every Ensign conservatory roof is
bespoke. Accurately surveyed &
~ precision built in our own factory.

Large range of lightweight tile colours
U-value up to 0.12, this is better than
current building regulations

Keylite roof windows

Electrics & plaster finish

Cost effective extensions
Large range of designs
LABC approval undertaken
Average build time 4 weeks

Aluminium bi-fold doors

Composite doors CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOURFREE
Liniar window and door systems NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

meximmertcencs. ] 01527 69296

High security PAS 24 locking systems WWW enSig n POOf CcOo.U k

Scan to read our reviews

Trade enquiries welcome P
Supply only options
Installers always required
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE, CALL STORE TO ARRANGE
Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching sofas.
* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
EVETELIEY

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

» Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
* Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

¢¢rabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!*®

(CB August 2025)

CHOICE OF
BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF
SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

I_"_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

facebook

. 01905 796 507

¥eX Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
EXTRA SAVINGS THIS WEEKEND

Your Local Family-Run Rgtailer for Over 35 Years

T i i
] - =
3 - "i* -
& — |

| (e peson) : :
 — LUXURIOUS
% wawocrren (s
L AR BESPOKE BEDS

L & MATTRESSES - "
“ SOFAS TO CLEAR UP TO 50% OFF

LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE NEW CORNER GROUP IN STORE

o

" "HIGHGROVE

—= 40"/ 46"
DIVAN SET
PACKAGE
s DEALS
FROM £399
= N2

 RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE | ¢yy5T0M SIZES AVAILABLE TO ORDER | & afl &S

T 3 P Devonshiré| O — o
) Buoyan‘t_ﬂr Sentrght Living PN 111G HGROVE
from here %\% L A ‘-’ BOY i :
W Tyl dlsatia 2 P  [Harrison Spinks < H .J)
10 here %‘f‘% i M W% ! British Craftsmanship

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
X FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS
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Get set for free village picnic

THE FREE Alvechurch Pic-
nic in the Park will take place
from 10am on Sunday.

The annual event will be
held on The Meadows, in
Meadow Lane, and will fea-
ture a variety of activities for
all ages.

At 10am, registration will
begin for the dog show, with
the contest to get under way
at 10.30am.

There will be the official
opening of the picnic at mid-
day and then there will be
stalls and activities, along

with an afternoon of live
entertainment.

At 12.05pm, the Alvech-
urch Community Choir will
take centre stage and there
will be live music by Laura
at 12.40pm. At lpm, the
Amy Greaves School of
Dance will showcase skills
and there will be a creative
carousel at 1.45pm.

Young talent from the
Music Academy Midlands
will perform at 2.15pm and
that will be followed by
afancy dress competition —

which this year has a fairy-
tale theme — at 3pm.

At 3.05pm there will be
fairytale favourites from DJ
Panto. The Got 2 Sing Choir
will perform at 3.35pm.

The raffle will be drawn at
4pm and then the entertain-
ment for the evening will
start, at Alvechurch Cricket
Club from 4.30pm.

Visit facebook.com/alve
churchpicnic or alvechurch
picnic.org for more infor-
mation and updates on the
event.

Mucking in for the town

WORKING in partnership
with Redditch Borough
Council, Redditch Business
Improvement District (BID)
has planted flowers in the
bays on Alcester Street, out-
side Threadneedle House.

The bays will be filled with
a carefully chosen mix of
plants including rhododen-
drons, hydrangeas, camel-
lias, foxgloves, Japanese
anemones, geraniums and
much more.

As well as the BID, local
businesses Shipways, The
Post Office, The Loft and
Lamberts all came out to
get involved and help with
the planting along with
Redditch Borough Council.

A  spokesperson for
Redditch BID said: “It was
a brilliant example of busi-
nesses and the council roll-
ing their sleeves up together
for the good of the town.

3 ! gk’
People joined together to fill the planters. s

“The council will be main-
taining the bays, going
forward, keeping Alcester
Street looking its best.

“Making Redditch town
centre a place people gen-
uinely want to spend time
in is at the heart of what
we do.

“The look and feel of our
streets matters.

“First impressions matter.

“When a town centre is
well kept and welcoming,
it benefits everyone — from
the businesses trading here
to the visitors coming in for
the day.”
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The team at Bromsgrove’s MIU, at the Princess of Wales Hospital. s

Bank holiday

chemist

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

RESIDENTS across Bromsgrove and
Redditch are being urged to ensure
they get the right treatment over the
bank holiday weekend.

The minor injury unit (MIU) at Bromsgrove’s
Princess of Wales Community Hospital will be
open from 8am to 8pm daily, including on
bank holiday Monday.

Extended x-ray services will be available
from 9am until 5pm tomorrow (Saturday) and
on Sunday and Monday.

People are being urged to visit the MIU for
minor injuries, rather than attending the A&E
departments at Redditch’s Alexandra Hospital
or the Worcestershire Royal.

Waiting times are often shorter at the MIU

hours

facility and patients can be seen a lot quicker.
MIUs are open on weekends and bank holi-
days to treat injuries such as sprains, simple
fractures, cuts, burns, minor head injuries
and wound infections.

Using MIUs helps reduce waiting times and
keeps emergency departments free.

Pharmacies also offer confidential advice
for minor incidents and illnesses, as well as
medicines for a range of minor ailments.

In Bromsgrove on bank holiday Monday,
Knights Pharmacy, on Market Street, will be
open from 12pm to 3pm.

In Redditch, Boots in the Kingfisher Centre
will be open from 10am to 5pm and the Tesco
Extra Pharmacy, in Coldfield Drive, will be
available from 10am to 4pm.

People can visit 111.nhs.uk or call 111 to
get advice from trained NHS staff, including
signposting to the best services to meet their
healthcare needs.

?‘

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&

>> GABLE RECYCLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk

Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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SURELY THAT’S A PLUS?

2025

""" AWhich? Cheapest Supermarket

€ape
s"Permar?ttet

Which? Cheapest Supermarket awarded 2025 and based on independent comparison over 12 months at Lidl, Asda, Morrisons, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Ocado, Waitrose and Aldi. For more i
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We need to help
struggling businesses

IT IS a pleasure to write again
following a turbulent few weeks
in Parliament.

Parliament has returned follow-
ing prorogation - the formal proc-
ess by which one Parliamentary
session is brought to an end

Westminster Diary

Nigel Huddleston MP writes
for The Standard

before the Government sets out
its legislative programme for the
year ahead in the King’s Speech - writ-
ten by the Government, but read out by
The King.

Before prorogation, there were
a number of significant debates and
votes.

| voted against the Northern Ireland
Troubles Bill, which could see British
Army veterans subjected to further inves-
tigations and legal proceedings many
decades after serving their country.

| also supported an important vote on
whether the Prime Minister should be
referred to the Privileges Committee over
the process by which Peter Mandelson
was appointed as ambassador to the
United States. | supported the referral so
the committee could examine the matter
properly and establish the facts.

As Shadow Secretary of State for
Culture, Media and Sport, | continued
to raise concerns about the pressures
facing tourism, hospitality, betting and
horse racing.

During Departmental Questions, | chal-
lenged ministers on how less support,
more regulation and higher taxes were
supposed to help sectors where many
businesses were already struggling and
jobs had been lost - including in my own
constituency.

| also continued to meet with organisa-
tions from across the tourism, charitable,
sporting and cultural sectors.

This included discussions with Hospice
UK, the Short Term Rental Associations,
Jet2, and UK Hospitality, as well as
events recognising the work of the EFL,
the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and
the Youth Investment Fund - a pro-
gramme | was proud to help initiate in
government.

And | spoke at a Freedom in the
Arts event which brought together
Parliamentarians, artists and representa-
tives from across the cultural sector to
discuss freedom of expression and artis-
tic independence.

| was pleased that pupils from
Westacre Middle School were able to
visit Parliament for a tour.

It is always good to see local schools
and constituents visiting Westminster
and | would encourage anyone inter-
ested in arranging a tour to contact my
office.

As always, if | can ever be of any
assistance to constituents, please do not
hesitate to get in touch.

Nigel Huddleston
Droitwich and Evesham MP

by Stan Mills
news@bullivantmedia.com

THE YOUNGEST ever
‘Wychavon District Council
chairman has been elect-

ed.

And Coun Gregory Wilkins
has pledged to use his year in
office to shine a spotlight on
issues affecting young peo-

ple.

Coun Wilkins, who is just
24, took on the chain after
being elected on May 13.

The Droitwich South West
councillor will represent the
council and the district at
civic and ceremonial events.

Coun Wilkins will also per-
form the important role of
keeping order in the chamber
during council meetings, as
well as giving a voice to young
people’s issues.

And he has vowed to high-
light the help on offer from
the council to support those
struggling with the current
cost of living crisis.

He said: “It’s an honour to
be Wychavon’s youngest ever
chairman.

“The fact my fellow coun-
cillors are willing to trust a
young person with an impor-
tant position like this, when
young people are not always
listened to or given a chance,
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Youngest ever to
serve in top job

is a testament to the kind of
council Wychavon is.

“With local government
reorganisation on the hori-
zon, I'd like us to use this
platform as an opportunity to
encourage more young people
to engage our work and get
involved with local pundits.

“But most of all I wanted
to get out and see as much of
our amazing district as pos-
sible.”

He urged community organ-
isations, voluntary groups,
schools, event organisers
and others to get in touch to
arrange a visit.

Coun Wilkins will be sup-
ported in his year in office by
his mum Kelly Riding, with
Coun John Clatworthy as his
vice chairman.

Outgoing chairman, Coun

Mark Goodge, carried out
more than 80 visits during his
year of office.

He said: “It has been a privi-
lege to meet so many peo-
ple putting a huge amount
of effort into the work they
do to make a difference to
their local community and the
wider district.

“These are the people that
make Wychavon the special
place it is.”

To contact the chairman’s
office to invite him to an
event, email: faith.hobbs@
wychavon.gov.uk or call
01386 565679.

Coun Mark Goodge
hands over the chair-
man’s chain to Coun
Gregory Wilkins, sup-
ported by vice chairman
Coun John Clatworthy. s

I Lunchtime Specials and

" Under 60s Menu £10.25

Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on u‘Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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THE BOATHOUSE

AT ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE

PEAK SEASON OFF PEAK SEASON

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS SCHOOL TERM TIME
MARCH - SEPTEMBER MARCH - SEPTEMBER

MON - SAT FRI - SAT
12PM - 7:30PM 12PM - 7:30PM

SUNDAYS SUNDAYS
1PM - 7:30PM 1PM - 7:30PM

o N Visit arrowvalley.co.uk or scan here to book.
walk-IN’s also welcome!
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ARTRIX MUSICAL THEATRE GROUP

AMIG
ARTRIX

26-23 MAY 2021

Book Music and Lyrics
Haweyhfylerstein Cyndi Lauper

SIGNUP FOR THE MUSICAL THEATRE GROUP AT

ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK/AMTG
ARTRIX THEATRE | BROMSGROVE

Based on the Miramax motion picture Kinky Boots Written by Geoff Deane and Tim Firth
Original Broadway Production Directed and Choreographed by Jerry Mitchell
This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International

73-75 MAY LANE, HOLLYWOOD

BIRMINGHAM, B47 XPA ‘
BT MONSOON

WWW.MONSOON.RESTAURANT
i EAT . DRINK . RELAX

THE ARTRIX Musical Theatre Group is
set to be launched with rehearsals start-
ing in September.

The venue’s first musical theatre group for
performers aged 16 and over will be working
towards its debut production - the hit musical
Kinky Boots which will run from May 26 to
29 next year.

Weekly rehearsals will take place every
Tuesday, from 7.30pm to 9.30pm, beginning
on September 8.

To celebrate the launch, Artrix will host a
special launch event from 5pm to 8pm on
Sunday, August 16.

The evening will give prospective members
of the group the opportunity to meet the
creative team, hear more about the new asso-
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The stage is
set for Artrix’s
first Musical
Theatre Group
which starts
rehearsals in
September. s

Goup will put
Boots on stage

ciation, learn about Kinky Boots and find out
how to get involved.

The group will start writing a new chapter
for the much-loved community arts centre,
creating more opportunities for people to get
involved in theatre, performance and the arts
within the community.

An Artrix spokesperson said: “Whether you
are an experienced performer, a complete
newcomer or simply passionate about musical
theatre, the group aims to create an exciting,
welcoming and inclusive environment for
adults who love to perform.”

Anyone interested in joining or finding out
more can email: amtg@artrixbromsgrove.
co.uk for further details.

T:01564 829 200

WWW.MONSOON.RESTAURANT

ANY STARTER any MAIN pisH* any NAN OR RICE & TEA or COFFEE**

*(Fish, & King Prawns £3.00 extra per dish) | ** (Plain Coffee)
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BROMSGROVE’'S

D AKLANDS

FURNITURE

MASSIVE CLEARANCE EVENT - EVERYTHING REDUCED!
Top-quality furniture at a fraction of the price!
Trusted BRAND names with extra discounts on made to order items from -

Sherborne Upholstery, Silentnight Beds,
Harrison Spinks, Global Home,

Cotswold Chairs and many more.
Suites - Sofas - Accent Chairs - Rise Recliner Chairs - Beds - Matiresses - .
Bedroom Furniture - Adjustable Beds - Dining Sets - Oak Furniture - Lounge Furniture eSSl =

ONSITE CLEARANCE OUTLET!
BIG BRAND NAMES AT UNBEATABLE PRICES

DFS - Tetrad ¢ La-Z-Boy < Parker Knoll - Sofology
Furniture Village, Dunelm and much more!!

(Cancelled Orders * Ex-Display < Clearance Stock) 3

SAVE UP TO 60% OFF! Limited Time Offer

Your Trusted Local Family Run Furniture Store with over 35 years’ experience! Available to view in stor
Built on Experience, Grown on Trust. e for Immediate Delivery:

T S
' EARLYBiRD OFFER
COMPLETE SET

5 ' =" ComT Douhle Bed™
Dorchester Fabric Sofa and Chairs Furniture ‘"“ag_e sw"_el Chairs 46" COMPLETE SET WITH DRA
All reclining Electric or Manual (many electric reclming) HEADBOARD IN CHOICE OF COLOUR

4N
7 Original "\
/Pnce€4-880\ e

\ Only /.
\£899 4

Belford Leather Sofa & Chairs | ll-ECTION OF R|SE & CLEARANCE OAK FURNITURELAND
All Reclining Electric or Manual INER CHAIRS IN STOCK [ CORNER SOFAS - CHOICE OF COLOURS

WORCESTERSHIRE'S Biggest Furniture Warehouse
© YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FURNITURE RETAILER

@ OVER 150 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

& WANT TO SAVE £££'S OFF STORES PRICES WITH NO WAITING?

Oaklands Furniture Ohre: 7tDFaﬂzs o Weglc
Units 34-35, Aston Fields Trading Park | Y078y @ FICaV: 34~ 5P
Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DW Kot i M

-
www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk : F:lg;va us on:
acebook: andsFurniture
Tel: 01527 872202 Instagram: @oaklandsfurniture
Oaklands Furniture Limited is an di d of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd, Xa IdealdFinance. Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN 703401). Finance available subject to status.
The rate offered is always provisional and will nd upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and the term.
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THIS IS BIG!

THIS IS UNMISSABLE!

MAJOR RENOVATION
& REFURBISHMENT

This Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday

After 40 incredible years, our flagship Birmingham store in Tyseley is about to undergo a
major transformation. We're taking the floors up, knocking walls down a complete
renovation and store refurbishment from the ground up. Even the iconic fountain is going.
1000s of items at dramatically reduced prices, Many items at cost price... and some even LESS.
Sofas, chairs, dining sets, beds, bedroom furniture, flooring, accessories, and so much more!

PLUS TO MI ALSO GIVING YOU...

0% OFF

ALL CUSTOMER SPECIAL ORDERS

COUSINS

FURNITURE
Warwick Road, Tyseley, Birmingham B11 2EW. cousinsfurniture.co.uk
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Look ahead with planned strikes |

RAIL PASSENGERS are being urged to plan
their travel in advance ahead of two days of
strike action.

On Friday (May 22) and Saturday (May 23)
a very limited service will be in operation on
the West Midlands Railway (WMR) network
due to strike action by members of the TSSA
trade union.

The action involves roster clerks who are
due to walk out on Thursday (May 21) from
midnight for 24 hours, and also duty train
crew managers and control staff who have
planned strike action from noon on Friday
until midday Saturday.

TSSA said the action is over over rest day
working payments.

Services on both dates will operate to a
reduced timetable with no trains running
after 7pm on Friday and a later 7am start of

Routes with a limited service on Friday and
Saturday are the Cross City Line (Lichfield
Trent Valley — Redditch and Bromsgrove via
Birmingham New Street) — two trains per
hour.

Wolverhampton — Walsall via Birmingham
New Street — one train per hour and Rugeley
Trent Valley — Birmingham International via
Birmingham New Street — one train per
hour.

Train times will be available in Journey
Planners.

No trains will run on any other WMR route,
including all routes via Birmingham Snow
Hill, the Camp Hill Line or between Nuneaton
and Leamington Spa.

Some minor disruption to services is
expected on the morning of Sunday (May
24) due to displacement of trains. Visit www.
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Avon
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ROOFING

PROFESSIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL  RELIABLE « TRUSTED

4 New roofs ‘
4 Re-roofs 5% ”

When

4 Roof repairs MBMIomng

4 Tiles/slates GEI
replaced

UPVC ROOFLINE

PRODUCTS

4 Fascias

4+ Cladding

4 Soffits

4 Guttering

4 Down pipes

4 Flat roof solutions
<4 EPDM rubber roofs
4 Chimneys rebuilt
4 Re-pointing

4 Re-bedding

DRY VERGES

DRY RIDGES

EAVES PROTECTION
SYSTEMS (EPS)

Commancial roofl projects undertakon

Foon Quititions - All Work Guanaiiteed

Call Jake on 07389 844 856 or
01789 507 131 for a free quotation

service on Saturday.

wmr.uk/industrialaction for more.

o2 3
{©} ROWBERRYS

N The Grownng Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

HANGING E BASKETS
D2, :

PREMIUM HOME-GROWN

5;' E g

Massive choice of Fuchsias,
Basket Plants, Qeranium &

Find us on Google

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30 am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm
“iSunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003

'| Wide selection of local British produce

For £25 -
(60 plants) e

own herbs,
veggies and
fruit plants
Huge
selection

"1 available now |»

DONT FORGET TO VISIT OUR FARM
SHOP, DELI & FARM BUTCHERY

Sweet treats, cake, pastries and
pies galore
BBQ items available on our
Butchery Counter
Home cooked meals and afternoon
tea's available in our Restaurant

e i

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁl’ind us on Facebook
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UARD
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

10% nrr No job too big or too

small

Fully guaranteed and
M

Written quotes available

Specialists in all types of Roofing,

Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
Lead Work, Chimneys, Fascias,
Soffits, Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

Mobile: 07467139012
Office: 01921962 972

info@weatherguards_ervices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk
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The Alvechurch Morris Men were among those performing at the beer festival.
Picture courtesy of The Weighbridge Inn. s

Beery good fun
in Alvechurch

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE LATEST beer festival to be held
at The Weighbridge, in Alvechurch,
has been hailed a great success.

The event boasted 32 real ales, mostly
from local breweries, plus 18 ciders and per-
ries and craft beers.

On the Friday night, crowds were enter-
tained by the band Snap Crackle and Britpop
and on the Saturday there was a host of fami-
ly entertainment on offer plus a performance
by the Alvechurch Morris Men and Aelfgythe
women'’s side.

Keith Gabriel, lead singer of covers band
Snap Crackle and Britpop, said: “This was
the first Weighbridge beer festival we've

performed at — it was a great turnout and
really good fun.”

‘Weighbridge licensee Caroline Spreckley
said: “We're absolutely delighted with how
successful this year’s beer festival has been.

“The atmosphere all weekend was fantastic
with people coming together to enjoy great
local ales, live entertainment and the real
community spirit that makes Alvechurch so
special.

“We’ve had incredible support from both
our regulars and new visitors and it’s been
wonderful to see the pub so busy and full
of life.

“A huge thank you goes to everyone who
attended, our team who worked tirelessly
throughout the weekend and all the brewer-
ies and suppliers who helped make the festi-
val such a success.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Empowering Healthier Lives:
Vitalise Nutrition and

Wellness Launches 1n Alcester

A NEW health and wellbeing
business focused on
personalised nutrition
therapy, lifestyle support,
and holistic wellness was
launched at Alcester Food
Festival last Saturday (May
16).

The venture, Vitalise Nutrition
and Wellness, offers one-to-one
nutrition consultations, wellness
coaching, and tailored health
programmes designed to
support people with a variety of
health goals.

Headed by Lise Evans, a
registered nutritional therapist
and massage practitioner, the
business was created following
Lise's lifelong interest in
nutrition as well as a response to
growing public interest in
preventative health and
personalised wellness solutions.
“More people are recognising
the connection between
nutrition, lifestyle, and overall
wellbeing,” said Lise who lives
in Alcester.

“My goal is to provide practical,
sustainable support that
empowers individuals to make
informed choices and feel

healthier in their everyday
lives.”

The business combines
nutritional therapy with a wider
wellness approach,
incorporating areas such as
sleep support, stress
management, mindful living,
and healthy habit development.
“Nutrition should never feel
overwhelming,” added Lise, who
qualified with the College of
Naturopathic Nutrition.

“Small, realistic changes can
really make a significant
difference over time, and my
aim is to help people build

healthier llfestyles ina

allowing clients to access
support flexibly.

digestive health, stress

wellbeing.
information or follow on

Wellness/ for tips.

supportive and achievable way.”
Services are available both in-
person from her base in High
Street, Alcester and online,

Supported conditions include

reduction, hormonal balance,
improved energy, and overall

Visit: vitaliselife.co.uk for more

facebook.com/VitaliseNutrition

italise’

Nutrition & Wellness

A\
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Hi, 'm Lise Evans

MANP, RGNC, A REGISTERED NUTRITIONAL
THERAPIST & MASSAGE THERAPIST.

wellbeing.

MY SERVICES

NUTRITIONAL THERAPY

FUNCTIONAL TESTING

Book a free 30-minute wellness review with me today.
www.vitaliselife.co.uk

f NN o Nin

I’'m on a mission to help people live happier, healthier and more
fulfilling lives.Through studying and from personal experience, |
know what impact changes to your diet and lifestyle - backed by the
latest scientific research - can have on your physical and emotional

This ignited a passion in me to help others discover the power of
nutrition to transform their health and live vibrant and energetic
lives. | offer in-person appointments at 37 High Street, Alcester,
Warwickshire, and remotely wherever you are.

AROMATHERAPY & MASSAGE
WELLNESS TALKS & EVENTS

lise@vitaliselife.co.uk
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Get your garden summer-ready
this bank holiday with our top
quality plants and superb
garden furniture!

Botany Bay has everything
you need to make your
garden look sensational!

¥

Botany Bay Nurseries, Garden Centre & Cafe

Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch B96 6BG
01527 893885 www.botany-bay.co.uk 0 @
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Access to NHS closer to home
with openmg of health centre

A NEW state-of-the-art
health centre has opened in
a shopping complex - giv-
ing NHS patients access to
a range of diagnostic tests
closer to home.

South Birmingham Community
Diagnostic Centre (CDC), at
Maypole Retail Park, is equipped
with cutting-edge imaging and diag-
nostic technology and is open daily
from 8am to 8pm.

It offers NHS appointments to
patients across Birmingham for a
range of diagnostic tests, including
CT, MRI, ultra-
sound, X-ray and
respiratory tests.

Around 37,000
patients a year
will be able to
have diagnostic
appointments at
the CDC, which
is being delivered
through a part-
nership between
NHS Birmingham
and Solihull
Integrated Care
Board, University
Hospitals ~ Birmingham  NHS
Foundation Trust and InHealth -
an independent healthcare provider
specialising in diagnostic services
and community-based diagnostic
centres.

CDCs are part of a national NHS
programme to provide more tests

and scans away from busy hospi-
tal sites, in community locations
closer to where people live, work
and shop.

The opening of South Birmingham
CDC comes as the NHS continues
its focus on reducing waiting times
for elective treatment (planned sur-
gery), with the Government setting
a national target for 65 per cent of
patients to be seen within 18 weeks
by March this year.

Latest NHS figures revealed con-
firm the NHS has delivered this goal
and in Birmingham and Solihull
an average of
67.8 per cent
of patients are
being seen with-
in 18 weeks.

- Minister  of

State for Health
ms (Secondary
= Care), Karin
Smyth, said:
“The NHS should
| fit around peo-
ple’s lives, not
the other way
around, and this
brand-new, state-
of-the-art centre for Birmingham
is going to offer convenient tests,
checks and scans -- without a trip
to hospital.

“CDCs like this one are a vital
part of how we're rebuilding the
NHS and getting people seen on
time again.”

Danielle Oum, chair of NHS

R S uth Bnrmmgh
Community Diagnos

o T o XRay |
Utrasound

—
INHEALTH
S

Echocardiogram
Heslth Sreening

Birmingham and Solihull Integrated
Care Board and NHS Black Country
Integrated Care Board cluster, said:
“Increasing diagnostic capacity is
key to reducing waits, supporting
earlier diagnosis, easing patient
worries and reducing pressure on
our hospitals.

“CDCs also support the direc-
tion set out in the national 10-Year
Health Plan, shifting services from
hospitals to communities, creating
health services in our neighbour-

e I3

tic Centre

South Birmingham.
Community
Diagnostic Centre.

hoods, and increasing prevention of
illness through earlier diagnosis.

“That is particularly important in
south Birmingham, where we have
some of the highest levels of depri-
vation in our city and where some
people face additional barriers to
accessing healthcare.

“By providing more tests in
community settings, we can help
reduce some of those barriers, give
patients faster answers, and sup-
port better outcomes for our local

cT
X Ray
Ultrasound
hocardiogram
\ith Screening

populations.”

Patients are referred to CDCs
by hospital clinical specialists for
planned diagnostic tests and scans.

South Birmingham CDC is the
second to open in Birmingham and
Solihull in a retail setting, follow-
ing the opening of North Solihull
CDC at Chelmsley Wood Shopping
Centre — also delivered in partner-
ship with InHealth - which was
officially opened by Health Minister
Stephen Kinnock last year.

Joinus for our open day at

Dorothy Terry House!

Take alook around and find out more about living at
our newly refurbished Extra Care scheme, designed
especially forover 55s. We look forward to seeing you!

00

T | | L2
a an
Pet On-site Couples
friendly Care Team stay together

Date: Tuesday 2nd June 2026
Time: 10am - 2pm

For more information contact us below:

(%) 03701924322

dorothyterryhouse@housing21.org.uk

Dorothy Terry House, Evesham Road, Redditch, B97 5EN

communal gardens

(%

On-site

Housmg@)

E)ﬁta Gare [Mng
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enu3|c0N PALACE

LEISURE THEATRE
The Little Theatre with Big Entertainment

’&‘

REDDITCH PALACE THEATRE

10\
UPCOMING EVENTS
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For more booking and ticket information visit
redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk or scan the QR code!

BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
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Can you help the summer reading challenge? s

Young bookwo

LIBRARIES in Worcestershire
are seeking enthusiastic 13- to
24-year-olds to volunteer for the
summer reading challenge, as
part of celebrations for this year’s
national year of reading.

People who are passionate
about books, love working with
children or who want to gain expe-
rience that will boost their CV
or university application have the
chance to get involved and make
a real difference.

Emily Wright, a previous vol-
unteer who now works for the
library service, said: “Volunteering
for the summer reading challenge
gave me the experience and con-
fidence to work in libraries across
Worcestershire today.

rms wanted

“I volunteered every summer for
four years and loved encouraging
the same love of reading in chil-
dren that | experienced growing
up. It felt like | was making a real
difference to many of those chil-
dren, a feeling that has only grown
stronger during my time working
in the library service.

As a volunteer, participants will
play a key role in encouraging
children to read for pleasure, help-
ing them choose books, tracking
their progress and supporting fun
library activities throughout the
summer.

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.
uk/council-services/libraries/read-
and-discover/summer-reading-
challenge to sign up.

The Standard, Friday May 22, 2026

County adult care
services win praise
from inspectors

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

WORCESTERSHIRE County
Council’s adult social care
services have been rated
‘good’ by the Care Quality
Commission (CQC).

Inspectors noted the strength,
compassion and dedication at the
heart of the county’s support for
residents, with people consistently
reporting positive experiences and
feeling listened to and involved in
decisions about their support.

A CQC inspection report high-
lighted compassionate, person-
centred, strength-based practice by
committed staff.

Inspectors noted Worcestershire’s
approach to supporting people,
including those with special educa-
tional needs and disabilities (SEND),
is making positive and sustained
progress across many areas.

The report praised key areas of
performance including assessments,
with most people experiencing
timely assessments, good commu-
nication and responsive support.

They found the adult social care
‘front door’ was effective, with
strong triage, risk management and
prevention offers such as the tar-

geted adult support team (TAST),
‘reablement’ services and assistive
technology helping prevent escala-
tion of need.

Safeguarding was also praised,
with people appropriately involved
in support and protection plans.

Most unpaid carers valued the
commissioned carers support
service and felt listened to, and
there was effective collaboration
with health; housing; voluntary,
community and social enterprise
organisations; and partners to sup-
port hospital discharge, prevention,
safeguarding and community-based
solutions. Integration was develop-
ing well at operational level.

The three-day inspection took
place between November 11 and
13, with inspectors speaking to
staff, partners and service users.

The assessment reviewed per-
formance across nine areas, includ-
ing leadership, safeguarding, part-
nerships and how people experience
care, with Worcestershire achieving
consistently strong scores.

Strategic director for adults
and communities, Mark Fitton,
said: “This is a fantastic result for
Worcestershire and, most impor-
tantly, for the people who rely on
our services to lead a meaningful
life. It is hugely encouraging to see

residents are receiving high-quality,
person-centred support that reflects
what matters to them, supports
their independence and helps them
achieve their own goals.

“This outcome is a real testament
to the dedication, professionalism
and compassion shown every day
by our staff and partners, from
social care teams and NHS col-
leagues to providers and voluntary
organisations, who work together
to make a positive difference to
people’s lives.

“While we are proud of this rec-
ognition, our focus remains firmly
on the future. We welcome the
inspectors’ recommendations and
are already taking forward an action
plan to build on our strengths and
continue improving the services we
provide for residents.”

The report also identified areas
where further progress can be
made, including improving access
to services in rural communities,
strengthening support and commu-
nication for people moving between
services, ensuring equitable access
for under-represented groups and
increasing the availability of sup-
port for unpaid carers.

To read the CQC report in full,
please visit this story on our web-
site.

just(go!holidays

Departing Thu 23 Jul ‘26

Musical, where this loveable little bear arr]

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢’ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

v/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
full English breakfast

¢/ Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)
¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightsi

Single Supplement £50

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Puddington The Musical
Evening Show & London

Marmalade sandwiches at the ready! Come along to the Savoy Theatre
for one of the West End’s most anticipated shows, Paddington the

ives in London from deepest,
darkest Peru and embarks on an unforgettable adventure!

2 Days by Coach only £229

Trustpilot

By Coach from Bromsgrove, Redditch

ABBA Voyage
Live in London

Departing Sun 26 Jul ‘26, Sun 11 Oct ‘26,

Sun 11 Oct ‘26, Sun 15 Nov ‘26, Sun 15 Nov ‘26

Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an ABBA concert?
Well now is your chance to say Thank You for the Music! Join us at the
ABBA Arena for the incredible ABBA Voyage; where the global pop icons

appear on stage as digital avatars brought to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with

eeing

v/ Return coach travel from Redditch

v/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

v Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers
(dancefloor, standing)

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for £25pp or Block G or J
for £45pp

2 Days by Coach only £259

Single Supplement £60

or visit us online at

H justgohols

justgoholidays.com/OSG

Reader Travel

Northumberland, Hadrian’s Wall,
Holy Island & Alnwick Castle
Departing Mon 27 Jul ‘26

Explore the very best Northumberland has to offer on this captivating
break! Enjoy excursions to the famous Roman site, Hadrian’s Wall and
the unique Holy Island of Lindisfarne, two of the most significant and

unspoilt sights in the UK.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v/ Return coach travel from Redditch
v’ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle Quayside {JG3 rating) with

dinner & breakfast

& Chesters Fort

5 Days by Coach only £499

Single Supplement £120

v/ Guided tour of Hadrian’s Wall
v/ Excursions to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne, Alnwick Castle, Hadrian’s Wall

Optional excursion to Durham (£15pp)

Standar

< AWARDS =
2025
9)))“,?
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

Just for
Ric o

—— s D S

Visit your local store today:
Just for Pets Bromsgrove 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets Droitwich saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets Kidderminster, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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™ Learn from yesterday,
< 2 u live for today,
] r / : hope for tormorrow.
. & ¥ : Anonymous
- o . .
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: receptloanulllvantmedla u)m 24 /
—— 7 =" J 2 — &

IN MEMORIAM DEATHS MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
[ [ SERVICES [~
[
SUTTON || CHALK |7 TNSR
AS Tlme GOCS By A N S A Crabbs Cross,
i YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN N N\, Redditch, B97 5JP
As(t':ml::lf::sogmheel; Jean Margaret MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP c
1 u a T year, adly, awz .
A constantvish that ygu ﬁ;ﬁ‘,‘ga;’ *{iﬁi“h;‘j;‘yzgg‘ﬁ Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
seTehErs; Much loved Wife to Michael Additional Inscriptions and
An empty space no one can fill A devoted_Mum to Rosalyn and Stgart Renovation Work \ ) 0 ) e
We miss you now and always will. D e Phoche et Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
Lovefrom Jean will be greatly missed by all of her family Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk www.nurseryshopreddiich.co.uk
” and friends
Janet & Famdy A service to celebrate Jean’s life will take Please call 0 l 527 550505 Tw] 527 550 700
place at Westall Park Natural Burial Ground | | |To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times %
DEATHS on Thursday 4th June 2026 at 1.00pm =
— Family flowers only please. Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Donations if so desired to Cancer Research Redditch B97 5XP
JONE S UK & Macmillan Cancer Support may be “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
sent to
Thomas Brothers
The Funeral Di FUNERAL
Maureen Ann 494 Evesham Road DIRECTORS
Sadly passed away on Redditch —
Saturday 2nd May, 2026, aged 85 years. B97 5IF

A service to celebrate Maureen’s life will take Q52247171
place at Redditch Crematorium on Thank you
Wednesday 10th June, 2026 at 11.00 a.m.
Family flowers only please, donations if so
desired to National Trust
may be sent to:

If you have a message
for a loved one,
call our team

Thomas Brothers,
The Funeral Directors,

Py ‘ i Jamgs (L}iles

494 Evesham Road, < s Li
i MWL %< 01527 sl

588688 ’ The Complete

Funeral Directors

01527 547777
Thank you.

3. Z

&3 & TS Allow our family™
ua A

to care for your family
Sp 2Cl l Family

BROMSGROVE ~ DROITWICH  STUDLEY rulREPAD
01527 872318 01905 783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE
A nne ufn/cem/en/ts

| FUNERAL
w y DIRECTORS

An Independentf Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to OA S BROTHERS

appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688 REDDETEE = BROMSGROVE

or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your 01527 547777 01527 831700
telephone contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH « ALCESTER
reception@bullivantmedia.com 01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939

Prices start from just 4]

(inc Vat)

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
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live for toda;
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| A i‘ % hope for tomorrow.
' .“ Anonymous

'S Ty Nivies

FUNE!
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
- —

Tv.,] 0]527 588688 Emdll r&,CLptlonObulllvdntmndld com }
APTEEL . WS ) IORSEETET B NS T e

MORTONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

R.L.Rea

I'unceral Directors Led.

Say goodbye

your way
* A Family Firm Established in 1967
Reassure your loved ones that
r funeral i n

e * Your Local, Independent Complete
you wanted, Choose from a fully Funeral Directors and Memorial
prepaid plan or simply record your

wishes with no upfront payment. MaSOhS

Avrange an appointment today * Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
0121 459 9111 Professional Service 24 hours a day,

Professionally qualified

365 days a year
i;";e,ﬁf,:‘:ﬁ%,';23?,:,‘3,:2?‘“‘"5 e ’4 \I;_i‘ “v . Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery . Private c ha pel of Rest

mortonsfunerals.co.uk
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

Whatever fhe nceasion, wiynarsend  Culfawr ()] 5777 SQRHRR
» ot - T—
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PUBLIC NOTICES
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BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGI!

FPS = Footpath Setting, LB = Listed Building,
M lajor Development.

26/00502/FUL ADVSTD MAJ
Site: Bumble Hole Poultry Farm/Bumble Hole
Foods, Bumble Hole Lane/Rocky Lane, Dodford,
Worcestershire B61 9JA.

Proposal: Demolition of existing industial units
buildings and construction of a new single-storey
industrial unit with associated yard, plant, and
infrastructure works.

26/00523/LBC

Site: Harpalyce, Stourbridge Road, Fairfield,
Worcestershire B61 9NG.

Proposal: To install an EV charger to external
wall at Harpalyce, Stourbridge Road, Fairfield.
26/00496/LBC

Site: 32 Bear Hill, Alvechurch, Worcestershire,
B48 7JX.

Proposal: Staircase turret timber frame repairs,
Infill panel repairs & replacement, window repairs
& replacement, removal of cement board partitions,
lime plastering & pointing, decoration, new storm
protection barge & pentice boards, roofing repairs.
26/00539/FUL FPS
Site: Harwood House, Wassell Grove Lane,
Hagley, Worcestershire DY9 9JH.

Proposal: Extensions and alterations to dwelling
house including front, side and rear two storey
extensions, erection of garage, outbuilding and
associated infrastructure.

Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email to
newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or in
writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH
Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does
not acknowledge comments but will make
these available for inspection online.

LB

LB

PUBLIC NOTICES
—_—

MISCELLANEOUS
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Stephen Day trading as Contract Flooring|
Solutions Limited of Poplar House, George Road,
Bromsgrove, B60 3BF is applying to increase the|
authorisation of an existing licence at the operat-
ing centre at Poplar House, George Road,
Bromsgrove, B60 3BF from | goods vehicle to 3
goods vehicles.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that|
their use or enjoyment of that land would be|
affected, should make written representations to|
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons,
within 2| days of this notice. Representors must
at the same time send a copy of their representa-
tions to the applicant at the address given at the|
top of this notice. A guide to making representa-
tions is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s|
office.

RNI ROBERT i
ERVILORIDGE Make the right
Deceased choice

Purssuam to the Trustee Act

1925 anyone with a claim ™

gganss o an irest i che advertise

state of e deceased, late

of Bank Cottage, Hewell w'"' “S!

Lane, Tardebigge, Bromsgrove,

Worcestershire, 360 ILL,who | | Gall

died on 28/02/2026, must send
written details to the address
below by 23/07/2026, after
which the Estate will be distri-
buted with regard only to
claims and interests notified.
MFG Solicitors LLP,

3rd Floor Waterloo House,

01527
ag86as

ZBOWaw;‘rloosgg% not acknowledge comments but will make
irminy i"’m 0001 these available for inspection online.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL
& REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

MOBILITY

SCOOTER
Neo 4

Full Size
Good condition
Range 20 miles
Recent batteries

Charger

Could deliver

£330
01789 778174

WHEELCHAIR with
hand breaks on
push handles like
new, had little use
£60 Kidderminster
07518902804

TWO  box trailers
3ft wide 4ft long
drop back board 4ft

MISCELLANEOUS
—

RECLINER CHAIR
electric rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
_07703925662

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

DORMA curtains
/ bedding bright

colours £25 ono
01527 893603
EXERCISE bike
good condition not
needed £20 ono
01527 893603
DORMA bedding,

curtains, lampshades
some unused various

MISCELLANEOUS
—

DAWS Dutchess
seven speed Ladies
shopping bike in
excellent  condition
£75 07900848170

RALEIGH  Chimera
16 speed racing bike
in good mechanical

condition £35
07900848170
BACHMANN 00 gauge

steam locomotive +
tender (Ref 31-551)
V2 Class in BR lined
black “GREEN
ARROW?”  running
no 60800. In
excellent unmarked
condition, test run
otherwise
unused, ¢ / w
original box.£35 Tel
07415322794

HOMCOM mini
exercise bike for
leg fitness cardio
work out, with 8
levels of magnetic
leg resistance and
LCD display feature.

of the internal subfloor and internal lime plastering.
New bathroom and cloak room fitted.

26/00365/0UT DEP
Site: Land At E409210 N276350, Lea Green Lane,
Wythall, Worcestershire.
Proposal: Outline application for the erection of up to
120 dwellings, associated infrastructure, landscape
and biodiversity enhancements, open space, with all
matters reserved except for access from Lea Green
Lane. The proposed development does not accord
with the provisions of the development plan in force
in the area to which the application relates.
Application forms and plans may be inspected
online https://publicaccess.
bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk/
online-applications
Comments can be submitted online, via email to
newplan@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk or in
writing Planning Services, Redditch Town Hall,
Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH

Comments should be made within 17 days of
the date of this publication. The Council does

Adyel_'tisemem Key: DEP = Departure, LB = Listed deep ideal for car sizes not needed Little used and in
Building. boot £80 each ono | reasonable offer |  excellent condition.
26/00532/LBC LB 07930934128 01527 893603 Cost £90 will accept
Site: 55 - 57 High Street, Feckenham, WASTEHOG 45ltr £10 | LARGE BBQ | £35 Tel 07415322794
Worcestershire B96 6HU. . : . RUNNER BEAN
Proposal: Removal of Alkyd paint systems. Repairs ‘I%C Ze." Ch.' macnérl'g on; ‘wheels; with Plants, £2. a tray of
to east elevation timber frame. Replacement of brick min _timer gas bottle good | 15 plants 8 ft x 16
infil with lightweight insulated lime plaster panels. [ | _07970158370 |  condition £60 01527 [ / 18mm canes 75p.
Replacement of doors and windows. BBQ 01527 465036 465036 01905 778926

just(go!holidays

Departing Mon

EIEIEIEE

e Trustpliot

Scarborough, York, Whitby & the
North Yorkshire Moors

22 Jun ‘26

Discover Yorkshire’s stunning coast and moorland on
this five-day escape based in Scarborough. Highlights
include historic Whitby with its dramatic cliffs and
abbey, the scenic village of Goathland and the sweeping
landscapes of the North York Moors.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢ Return coach travel from Redditch
¢ 4 nights at the Royal Hotel, Scarborough (JG2 rating)
with dinner & breakfast
¢/ Entertainment some evenings
« Excursions to Whitby, North Yorkshire Moors
(Goathland & Pickering) & York
Optional excursion to Beverley & Filey (£12pp)

SAVE £30 - Quote OSG - Book by 05 Jun 2026

Reader Travel

Stanaard

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS
[ B I
HORNBY 00 gauge | DENON DRA-F107 | LEGO ‘Notradam
steam  locomotive DAB Stereo Cathedral’ £50 Tel:
+ tender BR Class Re”iv“,m
9F in black with late HEDGE Trimmer
crest, running no DCD-K107 CD | "' Bosch Advanced Pro
92207. Very good | Tayer Speakersand | - silent 500 w, 70 cm
o i User Manual - £120 blade, Corded. £50
unmarked condition Tel:

07871159366 ol 078377 27454
and smooth runner. | 2202500 S00TY & Sw
No box. £45 Tel [ VINTAGE  Pioneer [ *Ciiti % R
07415322794 Turntable  PL-Z93 | piscuit barrel £25

BBQ 01527 465036 £20 Tel 07871159366 07719695685
WANTED
[

RECORDS WANTED

Cash paid

Call Paul or text: 07765 142354 /
01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 207 643

CARPETS
—

Clift Carpets®..

of Redditch

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT

| supplied

taken up!

& fitted. T )

Old flooring

i

Keeping you up to date with all the
latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

5 Days by Coach only £459
Single Supplement £100

tected by Bonded Coach Holidays
s are der person, based

@ pr:
No

These packages are subjedt to Just Go! o Bvx terms & conditions. Coact bookings

& iction of Bonded Tm«e Orgar Ltd. Air holidays are ATOL protedt

ngs made up o 7 days po:
3

umbars are free with )
hotel, aimort E ABTOT
or full detals. M

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote 0sG

indusive minute packages, appl
r pick up location may inqur a suppler mev\ease

AWARDS
2025

or visit us online at justgoholidays.com/OSG

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Furniture
moved!

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon

07733 800737

¢) ©® www.cliftcarpets.com
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

BUILDERS
—

CAR ACCESSORIES
—

METRO FOR SALE
& PARTS

Good Runner
Offers welcome
Ring Steve on

01527 69309
or 07541219 9517

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—

‘<i\ My Clean Gutters

Freephone: 0800 UL63373
0] Birmingham: 0121 652 0374
A : Redditch: 01527 900 787
= monite: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk
mycleangutters777@icloud.com

BEST LEAVE |
ITT0 TIIE ‘

Check out our

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmith@live.co.uk

Classified pages!

07341 689 65 - 01527 836201

DECORATING & GARDENING
PAINTING SERVICES
L
DA SMITH( || "l
DECORATORS |

Specialists in plant care and pruning
* Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming

¢ Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture

with a local major Garden Centre

Registered Waste Carrier

CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

GRASS CUTTING

COVERING REDDITCH,
STUDLEY & BROMSGROVE

No job too small
Locally based

call 07999 270652

HANDYMAN
—

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

-  Email
jamietaylor@jtstreeandgardens.com

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

JFS

Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing,
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing « Slabbing = Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an:
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

KITCHENS
—-—

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

SKIP HIRE
—

07971 684 353 _

ROOFING
—

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big
10% “FF or too small
Fully
Au ROOHNG guaranteell and
insured
REPAIHS Written quotes
EVEEL]
Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
e,  Lead Work, Chimneys,

A Fascias, Soffits,
e Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

Mobile: 07467159012
Office: 01921962 972

info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

A&S SKIPS
.Azl‘:liu:l; mm (Redditch) LTD

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

@

TREE SURGEONS
—

ve\I‘REE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialsts is a trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

+Tree Work  Paving * Fencing * Arificial Grass * Astro Turf * Patios

01527906577

INE: 0800 747 1704 +

treeandlandscapespecialstsgmail com

v {reeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk
Aowor (o g

Contact us today

LLS ROOFEF
JILDING SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and

building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of

pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNtS@a2h60k.co.uk

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,

very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

INFRRIN;T
SAONLINE;

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553
Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School
well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities
set in 100 acres of attractive grounds
From September 2026

SPORTS COACH

Rugby and Cricket focus
(PART-TIME 3 HOURS PER WEEK, TERM TIME EACH
ACADEMIC YEAR PLUS SATURDAY FIXTURES)

SPORTS COACH

Girls’ Football
(PART-TIME 3 HOURS PER WEEK, TWO TERMS EACH
ACADEMIC YEAR PLUS SATURDAY FIXTURES)
We seek enthusiastic coaches with a passion for their sport and
the ability to inspire players.
Full details and application forms are available on the School
website: www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk
Closing date for all applications Monday Ist June 2026
The School is itted to safeguarding and p g the welfare of children and
young people. Applicants musz be willing to undergo ch:ld protection screening
including checks with past employers and the DBS.

4 WINTERFOLD

Q@?;X@PREP . PRE PREEP NURSERY
BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

We currently have opportunities at
WINTERFOLD HOUSE SCHOOL for

SEND TEACHING
ASSISTANT

(Fixed term appointment)
We seek a qualified SEND Teaching Assistant (Level 3) to join
our team here at Winterfold House School to support pupils
with the opportunity to achieve their potential.

Monday to Friday (3 days a week 8.30 a.m.-4.00 p.m. and
two days a week 8.30 a.m.-6.00 p.m.), term time only. Fixed
term commences 01.09.26 and ends 31.08.27.

Full details and application forms are available on the school
website www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk
Closing date for all applications is

Monday Ist June 2026.
The School is ¢ itted to saf ding and p
children and young people.

Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening including
checks with past employers and the Disclosure Barring Service.

ing the welfare of

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

Part Time
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

—ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639

Bullivantinedia

QUP LIMITED

Caroline  Kelly

7 288749

Position to fill?

We can offer you...

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@bullivantmedia.com

Bullivantmedia
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Motoring

LEPHONE 01527 588688

Circuit special

CATERHAM has launched its latest limited-
edition model, the Seven Niirburgring Edition,
to celebrate 100 years of the most legendary
and demanding circuit in the world.

Only 100 examples of the Niirburgring Edition will be
made available to customers globally, based on either a
Seven 420R or a Seven 340R, market dependent, with
prices starting in the UK from £48,995.

The bespoke race suspension has been developed
exclusively for this model by Bilstein, using its advanced
vertical dynamics test rig at the Bilstein Test Facility.

Engineered specifically around the demands of the
Niirburgring, the suspension setup was refined to
deliver exceptional capability on ratio of 375bhp/tonne.

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately
Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313

Minay - Fitay .00am- £ 00pm

Paired with a five-speed gearbox,
the Niirburgring Edition accelerates
from 0-60mph in 3.8 seconds and
tops out at a top speed of 136mph.

Alongside the custom-developed
Bilstein damping and performance,
there are several visual additions
inside and out to match. As a fully
licensed Niirburgring product, the
edition features the distinctive
branding and logo from the circuit,
as well as the iconic red and grey
colours available as paint finishes.

These include a choice of
three Niirburgring paint colours -
Verkehrsrot (Traffic Red), Achatgrau
(Agate Grey) and Basaltgrau (Basalt
Grey), whilst custom paint colours
are also available.

Other exterior upgrades include a
Nirburgring “red” track day roll bar,
a Niirburgring mesh grill with Seven
logo in dual colour and a 620-style
nosecone with carbon aero whisk-
ers. The chassis colour is a distinc-
tive Gunmetal Grey and the car fea-
tures carbon front wings, Black Pack
(black windscreen, headlamp bowls
and exhaust heat shield), composite
aero screen and LED rear lights
clusters.

On the interior, the leather seats
are complete with Niirburgring
embroidery and red stitching, which
is also found on the transmission
tunnel. This is alongside carbon inte-
rior panels, a four-point road har-
nesses and sequential shift lights.

As the final touch, each car has
an individually numbered plaque for
each of the 100 units produced.

For a century, the fondly named
‘Green Hell’s’ 12.9-mile track in the
Eifel Mountains in west Germany has
been the ultimate proving ground
for both car and driver.

Along with its changing elevation
and camber across its 73 corners,
the Niirburgring is a site where
Caterham’s road and race cars have
flourished for decades.

Most notably, an 11th place fin-
ish at the Nirburgring 24 Hours
in 2002, which saw an outstanding
drive by Chris Cooper, Chris Harris,
Clive Richards and Peter Haynes.

Trevor Steel, Senior Vice President
of Operations, Caterham Cars, said:
“For a century, this track has cham-
pioned values that are at the heart of
what the Seven is all about - balance,
precision and an unmatched driving
experience.

“We set out to capture the spirit of
the ‘Ring, with every element of the
car being honed to reflect the track’s
un decharacter. Designed for use
on the track and the road, the Seven
Niirburgring Edition is a vehicle that
pays tribute to this circuit”.

The Caterham Seven Niirburgring
Edition will be unveiled at the
upcoming 2026 ADAC 24 hours of
Nirburgring.

Motorsport fans attending the
event can see the model at the
Caterham Niirburgring dealership
across the weekend.
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MILE 01527 584371

TN At

__Mechanical Repairs

01527 875565 ° 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

PRIVATE CAR, COMMERCIAL & FLEET
SERVICING,
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

MoT TESTIN TUDIN
CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

Vehicle Testing

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
EHI C E DIAGN OS ICS
4 SHERWOOD ROAI
ASTON HIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
BROMSGROVE B60 DR

\ J

01527 875@837070

45 years experience locally

* All Aspects of Motor Servicing

* Repairs

Diagnostics

* MOTs @£50 (p us a free retest)

Competitive Prices

...and a few comments from very satisfied customers:
Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working
around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks




] Q/ LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS
e FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282

www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB

=
S

WANTED

Standard

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 251643

andmark podium
or Vertu ahead of
rip to Snetterton

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

BTCC: TEAM Vertu head
into the third weekend of
the British Touring Car
Championship (BTCC) sea-
son after securing a 100th
podium finish at Brands
Hatch.

The Droitwich-based team
stepped onto the BTCC podium
for the 100th time last time
out as Tom Ingram secured the
team’s first race win of the 2026
season.

Team Vertu entered the BTCC
in 2019 and have since taken
part in more than 200 races in
the prestigious competition.

Ingram won the drivers’ cham-
pionship racing for the Droitwich
team in 2022 and 2025.

And reigning BTCC champi-
on Ingram hopes he and his
teammates - Ricky Collard, Tom
Chilton and Nicolas Hamilton -
can capitalise on the pace of the
car in future weekends.

Ingram said: “For a while it
looked like it was going to be
another weekend where nothing
went our way, but we managed
to recover it with the victory in
race three.

“It’s not been a stellar, amaz-

772040712800
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* Block Pavmg Patm s * Slabbing * Driveways

* Turfing * Gravelli
* Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing

All Work Guaranteed for 5 Years - No Deposit Required

@ Chedatradec: Google ()

ing meeting for us in terms of
points but we’ve done okay, and
it was important to get that vic-
tory as circumstances have con-
spired against a little until then.
“We’ve not had the rub of the
green a lot in the opening rounds
and even in that final race, I
made a mega start but then got
boxed in going up to turn one.
“However, one thing that isn’t
in doubt is the pace we have
in the car and clearly we're
fast, which we were able to
show in getting to the front and

then controlling things from the
front.

“It’s still early in the season
and there’s a long way to go,
so we've got to keep our heads
and make sure we're in the right
place at the right time going for-
ward to capltahse on the speed
we have.”

The BTCC season continues at
Snetterton over the weekend of
May 23 and 24.

Tom Ingram on the podium at
Brands Hatch. Picture by Mark
Cowdrill.

Droitwich Spa under-12s celebrate. s

Cup triumph for Spa’s
under-12 Wildcats team

FOOTBALL: DROITWICH Spa
under-12s lifted the Mercian
Cup trophy following a dra-
matic penalty shootout victory
against Welland Juniors.

The club’s Wildcats girls’
team triumphed 4-3 on penalty
kicks following a goalless draw
at the end of regulation time.

The final took place at the
home of Pershore Town.

Spa avenged a 3-1 league
defeat against Welland the
previous month to come out
on top in the final.

Droitwich thrashed Alcester
Town 8-0 in the semi-finals of
the competition.

That came after Spa won 2-0
against Newtown Sports in the
quarter-finals.

Spa currently sit fourth in
the Mercian Junior League
under-12 girls’ Division One
table.

Droitwich have just one fix-
ture left in the league this
season.

The team have won 11,
drawn two and lost 10 of their
23 league games this cam-
paign.

Droitwich thrashed Alcester
Town 10-1 to record their
biggest win of the season in
March.

LANDSCAPING DRIVEWAYS

* DRIVEWAYS

* PATIOS

* BLOCK PAVING

All Work Guaranteed

WWW. landmarkdrlveways.co uk

Call Free 0800 191 0282 fora

free no obligation quotation. Alternatively,

call us on Tel: 01905 886549

Checkatrade.com

for final
® Cam belt

@ Welding
® Servicing

makes &

not give

® Engine tunlng
® MOT preparation and submission

MOT
replacement

® Clutch Replacement
@ General repairs

@ Insurance work welcome
@ Supply and fit all parts for all

models

All types of work undertaken, why

us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk



