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Town braced for nine

days of fun and

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH will be filled with
laughter for the next nine days
when the annual Rik Mayall
Comedy Festival (RMCF) returns
today (Friday, May 29).

This is the second time the entirely
volunteer-led, non-profit, community
comedy extravaganza has been held
after a successful inaugural outing
last year.

Original stars of the Young Ones -
Nigel Planer and Alexei Sayle, along
with Comic Strip founder and Festival
Patron Peter Richardson - will be
among the highlights.

But there will be something for
everyone with more than 300 per-
formances across the town between
today and June 9

Honouring the legacy of legend-
ary alternative comedy pioneer Rik
Mayall in the very town where he
grew up and caught the acting bug,
the festival transforms the entire
town into a vibrant stage with per-
formances spanning the historic
Norbury Theatre, local pubs, cafés, a
canal boat, and outdoor spaces.

Rik Mayall’s family, reflecting on
the success of last year’s inaugural
event, said: “We were truly touched
by the sheer amount of love for Rik

displayed all over the town. We can-
not wait for the fun to arrive back
homg to Droitwich Spa again this
year.

The official Totally Bonkers Family
Fun Launch Party, organised in part-
nership Droitwich Spa Friends and
Businesses CIC, takes place tomor-
row (Saturday).

It is free to attend and will be a day
packed with family entertainment,
live music and street performers
with absolutely no tickets required.

From 1lam through to the eve-
ning, the High Street and St Andrews
Square will be packed with live
music, comedy, family entertain-
ment, walkabout performers, games,

BarberTown
was one of

the venues
used last year
and returns

for this year’s
festival. Picture
by Jimmy Hill
Photography. s

food, drink and plenty of festival
silliness.

Performances from Mitch Benn,
Droitwich Spa Community Choir,
Droitwich Ukulele Club, CircusMash,
Kane and Abel Magicians, Coppice
Shanty Crew and loads more brilliant
local acts and groups across the day
will all help to kick off the 2026 fes-

laughter

tival in style.

There will also be live music to
Friar Street (outside the Old Cock
Inn) from 12.30pm to 8pm on
Sunday, May 31 and next Saturday,
June 6, from midday to 4pm.

The line-up will include local tal-
ent, BBC Introducing acts and a few
very special guests.

The Pop-Up Museum at the
Norbury Theatre will return. It has
been curated by top photographer
Andy Hollingworth, has a Young Ones
theme and has been fully funded by
local county councillor Dan Birch. It
will offer a nostalgic dive into alter-
native comedy heritage.

Funding from Worcestershire
County Councillor Richard Morris
and the dedicated RMCF Youth Team
has focused on the next generation,
backing a line-up of youth develop-
ment schemes running throughout
the week.

There will be comedy workshops
to help young people build confi-
dence, creativity and performance
skills and The Festival Joke Spot Live
- an interactive spot in St Andrew’s
Square in partnership with The UK
Kids Comedy Festival where chil-
dren and young people can grab the
microphone and share their favourite
jokes.

Visit rikmayallcomedyfestival.com
for more.
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Special games
bring in £1,600

CRICKETERS at the University of
Worcester have raised around £1,600
in memory of Redditch cricketer Josh
Baker.

Through a series of matches with his
former school and clubs, the university’s
men’s and women’s cricket teams raised
funds for the JB33 Foundation.

Archie Grimsey, chair of the University’s
Men’s Cricket Club, said: “During our first
year, Josh came into one of our lectures
to talk about the professional sport.

“He was also well known to quite a few
of the students in our society and at the
university through playing cricket in the
county growing up.”

Students organised fixtures at Astwood
Bank, Josh’s childhood club, as well
as two T20 matches against his former
school, Malvern College.

Alongside their regular British
Universities and Colleges Sport (BUCS)
fixtures, they also faced the Worcestershire
Academy, a pathway Josh had progressed
through.

Archie, in the fourth year of his Cricket
Coaching and Management integrated
Master’s degree, said he was particularly
proud the club had raised the funds in a
way which involved such a breadth of dif-
ferent people.

Holly Neal, chair of Women'’s Cricket
at the University of Worcester, said: “I
knew Josh personally, as we both trained
at Astwood Bank Cricket Club.

“The day we spent at Astwood Bank
was incredible - it was so great to see
so many people enjoying the cricket in
the sunshine and supporting the JB33
Foundation.”
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Wheels in motion to help
boost memorial charity

A BROMSGROVE cyclist will
take on an extraordinary
endurance riding challenge
this summer to raise funds for
a charity set up in memory of
a Redditch cricketer.

Starting on July 4, Matt Foden
will ride 300km, scaling more
than 5,000ft worth of incline from
Holyhead to Chepstow in Wales.

After his initial cycle, he will
continue on to Cardiff the follow-
ing day where Glamorgan take
on Worcestershire in the Vitality
T20 Blast.

He will undertake the feat to
support the JB33 Foundation, set
up in memory of Josh Baker who
died, aged 20, in May 2024.

The ride will see Matt pass icon-
ic beauty spots, including Harlech
Castle, Rhyader & Tintern Abbey.
The challenge aims to raise vital
funds and awareness for the foun-
dation.

Matt’s motivation is deeply per-
sonal. As a member of David
Lloyd (Bromsgrove), he would
often speak with Josh and fol-
lowed his inspiring journey and
achievements with great interest.

Matt said: “Being half Welsh,
this fundraising challenge brings

together my passion for Wales,
cricket, and mental health.

“I'd love to share this expe-
rience with supporters of both
Worcestershire and Glamorgan
CCC, as well as cycling enthusi-
asts.”

Matt is now calling on the com-
munity for support.

Volunteers are welcome to join
him for day one of the ride (expe-
rienced cyclists) and take part in
sections of the route or the more
accessible 60km ride on day two.

He is also looking for people to

assist with logistics, such as food
stops and transport, spread the
word and support his fundraising
efforts.

This is a unique opportunity for
cyclists and supporters alike to be
part of a meaningful challenge for
a powerful cause.

Josh’s parents, Paul and Lisa,
set-up the JB33 Foundation char-
ity in his memory to support local
cricket clubs.

Paul added: “We are deeply
touched that Matt will be taking
on this challenge and raising funds

Matt Foden

& will take on
the 300km
cycle to raise
funds for the
JB33 founda-
tion, set up
in memory of
Josh Baker.
Picture by Neil
Duggan. s

for the JB33 Foundation.

“If you can offer any support
or want to join in with the ride,
please reach out to Matt.”

Anyone wanting more informa-
tion on the challenge or to get
involved in Matt’s journey through
Wales, should contact email him
at: matt.foden@gmail.com or call
him on 07719 019833.

Visit https://shorturl.at/GizQR
for Matt’s JustGiving page to
sponsor him. Matt said: “Every
£10 really does matter to the foun-
dation.”
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Belbroughton School wants a more inclusive play aea. s

THE FIRST Belbroughton
School sponsored col-
our run took place before
half-term.

The event was organ-
ised by parent Stacey
- Scott and the parent-

teacher association to
raise funds for the latter’s
playground project.

The school wants a
more inclusive and enjoy-
able environment for all
children.
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A colourful way to
raise playground cash

Sponsorship was rece-
ived from local business-
es and the children raised
extra cash by asking fam-
ily and friends to sponsor
them.

Headteacher Clare
Bishop said everyone had
a fantastic time.

“It was great fun, with
parents, children and even
the local vicar, Rev Chloe
Hewitt, getting involved,”
said the head.

Villagers fears
over new homes

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

DISGRUNTLED residents have
claimed the government has dis-
respected their concerns and have
described a “laughable” response to
their fears about a potential housing
spike in Droitwich.

Concerns were raised future planning
applications, if accepted, will put pressure
on infrastructure in the town.

A recent bid to build up to 180 homes on
land at Chawson Lane has been of particular
concern to residents, as has a planning appli-
cation for 475 homes on land at Hanbury
Road.

Droitwich MP Nigel Huddleston, on behalf
of Coun Seb James, wrote a letter expressing
residents’ concerns.

Last week, Coun James received a response
from Baroness Sharton Taylor, the parlia-
mentary under-secretary of state for housing
and local government.

The letter, seen by The Standard, said:
“The government has inherited one of the
most acute housing crises in living memory.

“We must build more homes in places
where people want to live and work.

“A new method for assessing housing need,
introduced in December 2024, is based on a
more objective assessment of need and sup-
ports a more strategic approach to housing,
distributing growth across wider city regions,
not just the largest urban authorities.

“The national planning policy framework
states that the planning system should con-
tribute to the achievement of sustainable
development, including the provision of sup-

porting infrastructure. Developer contribu-
tions, secured through section 106 planning
obligations and the community infrastructure
levy, play an important role in delivering
infrastructure to support new development.

“While prioritising brownfield land, the
framework requires authorities that cannot
otherwise meet development needs to review
their green belt.

“Priority should be given to brownfield
land and to low-quality ‘grey belt’ land, that
does not strongly contribute to green belt
purposes.”

The response has been slammed by resi-
dents on social media, who have described
it as a copy-and-paste response that shows a
complete lack of awareness of, or respect for
people living in Droitwich.

Disappointed

Coun James said he was incredibly disap-
pointed by the response from the minister,
and described it as laughable.

He told The Standard: “Residents are
rightly concerned about housing develop-
ment. I'm yet to meet a resident who says a
blanket no — we're all saying infrastructure
first, in the most suitable locations.

“Why are small villages having hundreds
of homes when we have unused brown fields
vacant?

“We need more schools, more NHS serv-
ices, more contributions to roads and more
infrastructure.

“I will be writing back to the minister and
the secretary of state to actually invite them
to rural Droitwich.

“Not one of them has bothered to try to
understand rural life — our countryside is
under attack and we will not stand for it.”
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THIS YEAR’S
Bromsgrove Blood
Cancer UK Fun

Run has raised more than
£17,000 for the cause.

The event took place at
Bromsgrove Rugby Club on
May 10 and offered par-
ticipants the chance to take
on either a 5k or a 10k

course.

Nicole Harris from
Bromsgrove Blood Cancer
UK said: “We raised a lot
more money than last year
and we still have more to
come in so I am absolutely
delighted.

“It was a great day and
some blood cancer patients

VINYL RECORD & CD FAIR
BROMSGROVE
SUNDAY 31°" MAY

9am

-3pm

BROMSGROVE HOTEL & SPA

B61 0JB
45+ Table Event / Cafe / Free Parking*
WE BUY VINYL & HIFI STEREO EQUIPMENT
CALL BEN ON 01527 873014 / 07832 247109
“www.midlandsrecordfairs.co.uk

ARROW VALLEY
VISITOR CENTRE

took part in our run showing there is
life after blood cancer.

“I would like to take the opportu-
nity to thank everyone who took part,
sponsors and everyone who helped on
the day. We had an incredible team.”

Atotal of 32 members of the Ormerod
Rutter Chartered Accountants team
raised more than §£3,000 for Blood
Cancer UK after taking part in the
run.

Whether it was a first-time fun
run or a more seasoned effort, every
member of the OR team rose to the
occasion and crossed the finish line
cheered on by colleagues who came
out to support them at the finish.

The team said it was a cause close to
their hearts as blood cancer affected
thousands of families across the UK
every year.

“We're proud to play a small part in
supporting the vital research and care
that Blood Cancer UK provides.

“A huge thank you goes to everyone
who sponsored our runners, and to the
OR team members who came along on
the day to cheer from the sidelines. It
made all the difference.”

Next year’s fun run has already been
booked and will take place on May
9, 2027, once again at Bromsgrove
Rugby Club.
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Charity bid nets
a stunnmg total

REDDITCH’S FTD Brothers have
finished their month-long challenge
to run 32 marathons in 32 days to
raise funds for Alzheimer’s UK.

Jordan and Cian, who have both been
diagnosed with the faulty MAPT gene
that leads to Frontotemporal Dementia,
lost their mother to the same disease at
just 52.

Despite this devastating reality, the
brothers have dedicated themselves
to fundraising and awareness for
Alzheimer’s Research UK.

Jordan and Cian started the chal-
lenge with Jordan running the London
Marathon with a 25kg fridge on his
back.

He set to show people that ‘no matter
what they carried, they did not have to
carry it alone’.

Since the initial announcement of the
challenge, support has surged, helping Jordan
and Cian exceed their ambitious $1million
fundraising goal far earlier than expected.
And they have now hit £1.5million.

Jordan said: “We want to thank everyone
both locally in Redditch where it all started,
those who have engaged in our online com-
munity and now supported our latest cam-
paign in Ireland.

“But more than the money, we are proud to
have 1nsp1red millions of people - and this is
just the start.”

Cian Adams, the other half of The FTD
Brothers, who supported Jordan throughout
his current challenge as his physio, added:
“We are so proud, as a family, to have
achieved that already, quicker than we could
ever have imagined.

“Clearly the devastation of a dementia diag-

nosis resonates with so many.

“We are extremely grateful to every single
person who has engaged with this campaign -
whether that be through a donation, interact-
ing with posts or engaging with us in London
or Ireland.”

This week they have covered Laois, Offaly,
Kildare and finished yesterday (Thursday,
May 28) in Dublin.

Although the Slmillion target has been
surpassed, The FTD Brothers’ campaign con-
tinues, with ongoing fundraising efforts for
the FTD Foundation dedicated to supporting
awareness, advocacy, and families impacted
by dementia and Alzheimer’s Society Ireland.

Visit gofundme.com/f/theftdbrothers to
donate.

Jordan and Cian have raised over
£1.5million for Alzheimer’s UK. s
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There will be records and CDs to suit all tastes when the fair returns on Sunday. s
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Vinyl delights on
offer on Sunday

THE LATEST Bromsgrove vinyl record and CD fair will
be held on Sunday.

The event, which takes place from 9am to 3pm at
the Bromsgrove Hotel and Spa, will boast an amazing
selection of more than 20 traders across more than 50
tables, selling thousands of vinyl records on the day.
The selection available will cater for all budgets, with
both new and used vinyl.

There will be traders covering most genres for sale
on the day, including Britpop, '80s pop classics, clas-
sic rock, punk, 2000s collectables, reggae, hip-hop,
dance, soul, rock 'n’ roll and new vinyl.

There is free on-site car parking when registering in
the hotel, plus a cafe and restaurant on site.

Call Ben on 07832 247109 or 01527 873014 or visit:
midlandsrecordfairs.co.uk for more information.

Spate of break-ins hits villages

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

RESIDENTS in Hagley and
Belbroughton are being
warned to be on their guard
after a spate of burglaries in
the villages.

Eight burglaries were reported in
six weeks during March and April.

On three occasions, raiders
entered through open first-floor
windows. In three other incidents,
they forced entry by snapping a
lock.

There were three reports of jewel-
lery being taken and one theft — plus
an attempted theft — of a boiler.

investigation is being carried out,
adding it is believed the incidents
are linked.

Det Insp Dave Knight said: “We
don’t underestimate the impact
that burglary has on those who are
affected. Whilst it is the offenders
who are responsible, these inci-
dents serve as a timely reminder to
residents to keep their properties
secure, particularly as the warmer
weather arrives.”

The detective urged anyone going
away, or out for the day, to ensure
windows are closed and secure.
“Please take extra care to ensure
back and patio doors are secured
and consider changing your locks
to ones that cannot be snapped,”
he added.

one able to consider motion sensor
CCTV to use it, as that could be
linked directly to a mobile device.

“It is a good idea to take photos of
your property and possessions and
mark valuables with SmartWater,
for your own records and for insur-
ance purposes, which would make
them more easily identifiable if they
were ever stolen,” added the detec-
tive.

Det Insp Knight said anyone who
sees an attempted theft of break-in
should call 999.

Anyone with any information on
the incidents should call Det Con
Emily Jay, on 01905 717707, or
email her at: emily.jay@westmer
cia.police.uk to pass on details.

Alternatively, call Crimestoppers

Man assaulted in Droitwich

A MAN suffered facial injuries in
a serious attack in Droitwich at
10pm on Friday, May 21.

The incident happened on
Westlands Walk, at the junc-
tion of the A38, and saw a man
assaulted.

Another man, aged 28, was
arrested on suspicion of assault.
He has since been released
on bail and an investigation is
ongoing.

Det Sgt Matthew Robinson
said enquiries had been carried
out to establish what happened

officers were keen to speak to
anyone who saw the incident, or
the moments leading up to it.

He said police understood a
woman was in the area at the
time of the assault and officers
believe she may have informa-
tion which could prove vital.

He urged her to get in touch
with any information she has.

Anyone with information
should email DS Robinson at:
matthew.robinson@westmercia.
police.uk or call police on 101
or Crimestoppers, on 0800 555
1L

on Westlands Walk, adding

The police has said a thorough Det Insp Knight also urged any- on 0800 555 111.
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So much more than
self storage
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE PRIMROSE Hospice will rec-

We can help you move house, build an extension or ognise the incredible individuals
who give their time, dedication and

start a new hObb)’ compassion to support patients and
families across the community.

) ' Next week is national volunteers’ week and
Call Llndsey 0800 772 0200 the charity has more than 435 people in its

ranks who play a huge role in helping the
helIo@beyondStorage‘co'Uk Primrose deliver its services.

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone The hospice roles dependent on volunteers
range from welcoming visitors and helping
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN eyo n family support teams to working in charity

shops and providing transport.
The contribution of unpaid staff is seen

Q across the hospice organisation.
ssa In the past year alone, volunteer driv-
self storage ers have travelled more than 32,500 miles,

S ' ensuring patients and clients can access the
association support they need.
United Kingdom The Primrose is also proud to support the
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hospice?

next generation of volunteers, with 48 stu-
dents gaining valuable work experience.

Jo Wright, the Primrose Hospice’s volun-
teers’ manager, said: “Our volunteers give so
much more than time — they bring kindness
and reassurance to every person they meet.

“Their impact is enormous and we simply
couldn’t provide the level of care we do with-
out them.

“Volunteers’ week is a chance for us to say
a huge thank you for everything they do each
and every day.”

The Primrose Hospice is always on the
lookout for more people who can volunteer
their time.

Whether people can offer a listening ear,
lend a helping hand or bring a smile to some-
one’s face, they can make a real difference
for their local hospice.

Anyone who wants to help, can visit prim
rosehospice.org/support-us/voluni ing/
current-vacancies/ for more information or
to apply. Alternatively, call Jo on 01527
871051 or email: volunteering@primrose
hospice.org for more details..

90+ Exercise Classes

Free Parking

Startiyourrmembershiptoday by Visiting abhey

r

ScanningthelQR code!
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Pub celebrations
at the double

THE LANDLORDS of a popu-
lar Droitwich pub are a very
happy couple after toasting
being named CAMRA’s Pub of
the Year and getting married
within a matter of weeks.

Hayley and Gareth Jones from
the Hop Pole Inn tied the knot
earlier this month, just a few
weeks after their beloved pub was
honoured by the Campaign for
Real Ale (CAMRA) group. The pair
found out the news last month and
were presented with their special
certificate as well as the trophy at
a CAMRA meeting at the pub.

Days later, the Friar Street pub
landlords then made the rare deci-
sion to close the pub for a ‘private
party’- Hayley and Gareth’s wed-
ding celebrations- before reopen-
ing the following day.

Hayley told the Standard:
“Gareth and I would say we're
both very overwhelmed and proud
to receive our award.

“To win the CAMRA Pub of the
Year award fills our hearts with so much hap-
piness.

“We couldn’t do it without all of our fantas-
tic staff who work so hard week in, week out.
We love them all and class each and every
one of them as our family.

“We also want to say a massive thank you
to our amazing customers who constantly
support us. The Hop Pole to us is not just
our pub, it’s our living room where we love
welcoming each and every person in.

“Gareth and I also got married last Friday,
so we’ve had double celebrations over the

e £ ]

last week or so.”

Judging criteria for CAMRA’s Pub of the
Year include the quality and condition of beer
or cider, the promotion and knowledge of real
ale, cleanliness and staff hygiene, community
focus service, decor and atmosphere.

More than 100 people from around
Droitwich have sent the happy couple mes-
sages of congratulations on social media, for
both the award and their wedding.

Newlyweds Hayley and Gareth Jones
celebrate the Hop Pole Inn being
named pub of the year. s
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Complete your project with bespoke flushings and accessories

Aprons

Internal corners Fixings

"

== Manufactured in the UK

7 S

ArcelorMittal
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Looking for
local hero

REDDITCH Borough Council is on
the hunt for a local hero with strong
connections to the Greenlands and/
or Woodrow areas.

In October 2025, the council was
awarded up to £20million over 10
years from the UK Government
as part of its Pride in Place pro-
gramme.

The decisions on how the money
is spent will be managed by a
Neighbourhood Board made up of
people who live and work in the
area. Working side-by-side with the
community, they will create a shared
vision for the future and use the
funding to bring that vision to life.

Applications to lead the
Neighbourhood Board are welcome
from people who are passionate,
community-minded and with close
connections to the area.

Members do not need to have
leadership experience as full sup-
port will be provided - enthusiasm is
the main requirement.

Former Redditch Borough Council
leader, Coun Sharon Harvey, said:
“Putting local people at the heart of
every decision that is made means
we can be sure to make impactful
change.

“That starts with finding the right
person to guide the ship, as it were.

“If you are considering applying, I
would say: ‘go for it’.

“With full support provided, this
is a great chance to really shape the
vision for your area.”

Applications for the lead role close
on June 1.

Visit redditchbc.gov.uk/
PrideInPlace for more information.
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Developer renews vow
to sponsor shed group

BROMSGROVE Men in Sheds has
received a boost from Barratt
Homes West Midlands which has
donated to its Shed Share Scheme
for a fifth consecutive year.

The developer renewed its sponsor-
ship for the scheme which - run by
Age UK North Worcestershire - helps
people stay connected and active.

Jo Hughes, Deputy CEO at Age
UK North Worcestershire, said: “The
Shed is not just about making things
- it is about making connections, sup-
porting mental and physical health,
reducing isolation and creating a
sense of purpose.

“It just works, but it only contin-
ues ‘working’ because of the amaz-
ing support the Bromsgrove Shed
receives, which is why we are so
grateful to Barratt Homes for renew-
ing its sponsorship.”

Men in Sheds, originally introduced
to the country by Age UK Cheshire in
2008, tackles loneliness and isolation
in older men, where retirement can
mean loss of status and contact.

The first ‘Bromsgrove Shed’ was
set up in The Craft Centre, Stoke
Prior, in December 2015 and the
group moved to larger premises on
the Metal and Ores Industrial estate
in April 2016.

‘When those premises were put up
for sale in 2024, the future of the
Shed was at risk but a shared unit
was identified and, in November that
year, the Bromsgrove Shed relocated
to Finstall. Under its former name -

4

=

{

¥

Bromsgrove Men in Shed members Geoff, Joe, Neil, Eugene, Rod and Graham will be among
those benefiting from Barratt Homes West Midlands. s

Age UK Bromsgrove, Redditch and
Wyre Forest - the charity launched
its annual Shed Share Sponsorship
Scheme in 2018 to support the cost
of running and developing its much-
valued group.

Local businesses and organisations
have a ‘Shed Share’ for a year in
return for a Shed Share certificate
and their support recognised in a
variety of ways by Age UK North
Worcestershire and the Shedders.

The Shed provides a space for
anyone to work on DIY projects or
furniture reclamation and enjoy the
community spirit.

Visit ageuk.org.uk/northworcs/ for
more.

ARTRIX UPDATE

FRIEND OF ARTRIX:
Booking Fees Exemption on all bookings
£3 off cinema tickets

2 free members only events per year, one theatrical and one music event.

Artrix will soon launch our new membership programme - Friends of Artrix
giving supporters the opportunity to play a direct role in securing the
theatre’s future.

Membership will offer benefits for audiences while helping sustain the venue
for generations to come. For those who want to be even more closely
involved, volunteering remains one of the most powerful ways to contribute.
Whether welcoming audiences, supporting events or helping shape the
future of the theatre, our volunteers truly make Artrix possible.

For more info, we’d love to welcome you to our membership launch event at
Artrix on the 31° May 2026, Its free, nibbles and a free drink on entry.

A night of live music in the foyer, tours of the venue and meet the team.
Signup at: artrixbromsgrove.co.uk/membershiplaunch

f YOUR NAI
a3 HERE

All the benefits of the standby club.

£78 per annum (non transgerable)
50% off for volunteers of Artrix.

The Standby Club:

Members of The Standby Club are eligible to buy two reduced priced tickets
on the day of a performance (max two tickets per production), where
available.

Standby Tickets may be bought online or by phone as well as in-person and
the price will be announced daily.

£30.00 per annum (non transferable)

Available to purchase online at artrixbromsgrove.co.uk from the end of May.
Or in person at the membership launch event.

ARTRIX MEMBERSHIP

LAUNCH EVENT

é

31%T MAY 2026

SPM-7PM
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A TRANSFORM YOUR EXISTING
E N S | G N CONSERVATORY INTO A LIVING SPACE

conservatory roor sorutions YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

=

S e

: ' Every Ensign conservatory roof is
bespoke. Accurately surveyed &
~ precision built in our own factory.

Large range of lightweight tile colours
U-value up to 0.12, this is better than
current building regulations

Keylite roof windows

Electrics & plaster finish

Cost effective extensions
Large range of designs
LABC approval undertaken
Average build time 4 weeks

Aluminium bi-fold doors

Composite doors CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOURFREE
Liniar window and door systems NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

meximmertcencs. ] 01527 69296

High security PAS 24 locking systems WWW enSig n POOf CcOo.U k

Scan to read our reviews

Trade enquiries welcome P
Supply only options
Installers always required
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE, CALL STORE TO ARRANGE
Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching sofas.
* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
EVETELIEY

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

» Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
* Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

¢¢rabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!*®

(CB August 2025)

CHOICE OF
BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF
SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

I_"_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

facebook

. 01905 796 507

¥eX Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
EXTRA SAVINGS THIS WEEKEND

> — 8
* HIGHGROVE

—= 20"/ 46"
DIVAN SET
PACKAGE

DEALS
FROM £399

RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE
IN STORE

= e ST

RANGE OF SOFA BEDS IN STORE \ NEW CORNER GROUP IN STORE

H
'
R B— -

LUXURIOUS
® HANDCRAFTED
BESPOKE BEDS

~""BESPOKE UK MADE SUITES, SOFAS | & MATTRESSES

& CHAIRS IN STORE

‘ ais
A‘— = > \ A %:"‘} ire O —
[Call  Sleepeezee Buoya A B%%"Sh"e e
[from here %\% L A 7 BOY "\4’ : I l e |
e %‘f‘% "M M W% e gplnl\g British Craftsmanship

VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk f

WHY CHOOSE US ?
B FREE LOCAL DELIVERY FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
X FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS

MODELS IN STORE
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SHOWCOACH tours

27 years of coach tours to top shows
June

6 THE ROYAL MINT & CARDIFF £47
11 LES MISERABLES Arena Spectacular Birmingham £98
18 ROYAL ASCOT LADIES DAY
A few tickets left for this special day in the horseracing calendar.
Inc travel breakfast and champagne.

Queen Anne Enclosure £135 Windsor Enclosure £79
20 BLENHEIM PALACE FLOWER SHOW £57
26 WESTON SUPER MARE £29

July

11 RHS BADMINTON FLOWER SHOW £65
14 MATILDA The Musical Birmingham £79
18 BARMOUTH £33
August

1 THAMES RIVER CRUISE & WINDSOR £49
9 EMMERDALE VILLAGE TOUR £67

Holidays with SHOWCOACH
NORFOLK DISCOVERY 5 DAY TOUR - Departing 17 August. George Hotel
Norwich, Excursions Included £595
ENGLISH RIVIERA BREAK 5 DAYS - Departing 5 October. Palace Hotel
Paignton, Excursions Included £585

Pick ups @ Redditch, Bromsgrove and Hopwood (subject fo route)
For details and to book phone 01527 542389
or email enquiries@showcoachtours.co.uk
Visit www.showcoachtours.co.uk for the full programme

Families celebrating the end of the run. s

In the running to have fun

ORGANISERS are gearing up ready for the
‘Wythall and Hollywood fun run next Sunday,
June 7.

The event promises a full day of activities,
entertainment and community spirit for all
ages, with the popular 5k, 10k and Families
on Track races, there is something for every-
one to enjoy.

Those looking to try something new can
take part in free taster sessions with Wythall
Tennis Club, Redhill Archers and Wythall
Community Association Bowling.

Younger visitors can enjoy a bouncy castle,
while a range of local organisations will be on
hand to showcase their work.

Community First Responders will be dem-
onstrating how they support people in emer-
gency situations, bringing along one of their
4x4 response vehicles. They will also be
inviting people to learn CPR.

The Severn Area Rescue Association (SARA)
will be attending with one of its boats, offer-
ing insight into the group’s vital search and
rescue work. Local police will also be present
on the day.

‘When hunger strikes post-race, there’s a
variety of food and drinks stalls to enjoy.
Food and drink options include a barbecue
from Tidbury Green Scouts, cakes from
Pearls of Wythall, pizza from Slice and Easy
and much more.

‘Whether people are congratulating them-
selves on their run, or just getting together
with family and friends, the licensed bar at
Wythall Park will also be open.

Bookings close at midnight on Wednesday
June 3, so participants are encouraged to
secure their place at the start line soon.

Visit wythallhollywoodfunrun.org.uk for
more information.

Joinus for our open day at

Dorothy Terry House!

Take alook around and find out more about living at
our newly refurbished Extra Care scheme, designed
especially forover 55s. We look forward to seeing you!

T ™| 2 @3

- 8

Pet On-site Couples On-site
friendly CareTeam staytogether | communalgardens

Date: Tuesday 2nd June 2026
Time: 10am - 2pm

For more information contact us below:

(%) 03701924322

dorothyterryhouse@housing21.org.uk

Dorothy Terry House, Evesham Road, Redditch, B97 5EN

E)ijta Care Living

R
A
TR

Housing@)
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PALACE
THEATRE

SPECTACULAR STAGE SHOW FEATURING
Bat Out O1 Fiell - Anything For Cove - Dead Ringer

SUN 31 MAY THUR 4 JUNE

y | LEGEND

\
A\

7 DEC - 2 JAN
REDDITCHPALACETHEATRE.CO.UK

For more booking and ticket information visit
redditchpalacetheatre.co.uk or scan the QR code!

BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
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Banking engine Big Bertha on
duty at Bromsgrove. Picture
of Adrian T

courtes

by Neil Gordon

A RETIRED railway work-
er who took the famous
steam engine Big Bertha
on its final journey has said
the locomotive should have
been saved.

Barry Troth, who was a fire-
man at Bromsgrove, where the
engine was based, made the claim
last week, on the 70th anniver-
sary of the locomotive’s with-

Fiimed Big Bertha

drawal from service. The famous
engine, number 58100 and
known as Big Bertha, was
‘out-shopped’ at Derby
Works in 1919 for bank-
ing duties on the Lickey
Incline, where it worked
until 1956.

Mr Troth (pictured,
image by Neil Gordon
Media s) said:
‘I have fond _«
memories of

Big Bertha - it was a part of

Bromsgrove and I was sad to
see it go.

“It shouldn’t have been
scrapped, it should have
been saved and put on
display at the National
Railway Museum.”

“Derby Works said the
locomotive needed a new
boiler and claimed the
. spare boiler wasn’t

usable, so it was

Big Bertha’s final task was to
assist a Bristol-to-Newcastle mail
train up the incline at 3.30am on
May 19, 1956.

Once it had returned to
Bromsgrove it departed one final
time, for Derby at 4am, with
driver Les Rudge and Barry.

Barry said: “We were told in
advance it was going for scrap-
ping and I believe the early depar-
ture was so it couldn’t be photo-
graphed leaving Bromsgrove.

“We stopped at Kingsbury, on

The Standard, Friday May 29, 2026

courtesy of Adrian Tro

the way, as the engine needed
more water.

“Then, after leaving Bertha at
Derby, we caught a passenger
train back home.”

At Derby, the locomotive was
dismantled before being reassem-
bled for an open day and then
being dismantled one final time.

Barry, 91 and known for his
British Legion work, added:
“There can’t be many people left
now who saw Big Bertha in
steam.”

working on scrapped.”

~ Lunchtime Specials and

"% Under 60s Menu £10.25
% Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies Only £9.75
Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on aAThursduy £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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o Nurseries, Garden Centre & Café

Get your garden summer-ready with our
top quality plants and superb garden
furniture!

Botany Bay has everything you need to
make your garden look sensational!

PLANTS & TREES
GARDEN CARE & TOOLS GIFTS & HOME
POTS & PLANTERS ¢ BIRD CARE

PLANTCAREGFEEDS >y~ FOODIE TREATS

GARDEN FURNITURE A HOUSEPLANTS
PET ACCESSORIES

Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch B96 6BG
01527 893885 www.botany-bay.co.uk f
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Avon

L RELIABLE TR

ED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk
PROFESSIONAL * RELIABLE * TRUSTED

New roofs Flat roof solutions
+ 4
Roof repairs

+ , “

Chimneys rebuilt

Re-bedding

DRY RIDGES
Fascias
*
Soffits
*
Down pipes

Freo Quotitions - Al Worke Guanaitzed

(=
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HoW College is celebrating being named as one of the best places to work. s

HEART of Worcestershire College has
been named in the official Sunday Times
Best Places to Work list, which has
been created in partnership with leading
employee experience platform WorkL.

This nationwide workplace survey recog-
nises and celebrates the UK’s top employers,
showcasing organisations leading the way
in employee engagement, workplace culture
and overall employee experience.

Michelle Dowse, CEO and Principal at HoW
College, said: “We are delighted to be recog-
nised as one of The Sunday Times Best Places
to Work 2026. This accolade reflects the
culture we have worked hard to build across
the College, where colleagues feel valued,
supported and able to thrive.

“We firmly believe delivering high-quality
teaching, learning and support begins with
a motivated and engaged workforce. As col-
leagues spend a significant proportion of
their lives at work, it is important to us that
HoW College is a place where people feel
happy, recognised and proud of the contribu-

College is on the list

tion they make.

“Our staff are deeply committed to student
success and passionate about nurturing each
individual’s brilliance and it is this shared
sense of purpose that underpins the positive
feedback we have received across areas such
as reward and recognition, confidence in
leadership, instilling pride and job satisfac-
tion.”

This year’s Best Places to Work features
567 organisations across industries, split
into 28 Best Very Big Places to Work, 126
Best Big Places to Work, 218 Best Medium
Places to Work, and 195 Best Small Places
to Work.

Zoe Thomas, editor of The Sunday Times
Best Places to Work, said: “In an evolving
world of work Britain’s leading employers are
helping staff forge careers that count today —
and in the future.

“In turn, the Best Places to Work have the
resilience to weather the current economic
storms baked in, thanks to engaged workers
who go above and beyond with a smile.”

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm

/"~ pound for £ they
are the best!

4 4
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FREE Family Launch Party

Droitwich high street, 11lam — 9pm Saturday 30 May
THE —= b
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CHAOQS! COMEDY FESTIVAL

202

HEADLINE SPONSOR VOLUNTEER PARTNER FESTIVAL SPONSORS MERCHANDISE PARTNER LOGISTICS PARTNER
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LECTRICAL

Production Support Services Ltd
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PlumbFix

LOCAL PLUMBING
YOU CAN

— Solutions — Ly ON,
PROUD TO SERVE - k E "
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY o a @ R

TG = o gl

EMERGENCY " 5 el e
PLUMBING —

PLUMBING & ﬂ Fre? e

HEATING = /:'5:"'.":-*-

CCTV & [
DRAIN JETTI i

REPAIRS &
MAINTENANC

HOME CARE
PLANS

e LANDLINE

O wvosiLe
‘ 01527 332 488 |

- 07415 066 381

RELIABLE
SERVICE

FRIENDLY
EXPERTS

LOCAL
PLUMBERS

Mark Fogarty (left) and Kevin Redmond (right) with Alvechuch’s award. s
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Community award

Church won the Community Club of the

Year award for the 2025/26 season based
on the impact generated by the club in their
local area.

Some of the club’s projects included walk-

ing football, walking football for Parkinson’s,
a mental health team, disability team, growth
in the female game, school coaching and
Nathan Redmond holiday camps.

Church also runs a number of regular pro-

0 grammes including youth and junior football
camps and football education courses.

A club spokesperson said: “To be recog-

nised in this way amongst our peers and
alongside some huge football clubs is testa-

for football club

ALVECHURCH Football Club have won
a prestigious national prize at the Non-
League Paper’s National Game Awards.

ment to the hard work carried out daily by
good people at our club.

“Thanks go out particularly to Mark
Fogarty and Kevin Redmond who head up
the Alvechurch Foundation and who do this
work - not for any recognition but for a gen-
uine compassion and caring about people in
our community.

“Well done to all involved and thank you.

“We are extremely proud.”

Clubs from the National League to Step

Four of non-league compete to win prizes
at the Non-League Paper’s National Game
Awards.
And Church took the Community Club
prize ahead of hundreds of other non-league
clubs. The ceremony took place at AFC
‘Wimbledon’s Plough Lane home.

- AVAILABLE FOR AVLIMITED TIME ONLY

ENJOY HALF PRICE.SUMMER MEM

FEEL AT HOME

N

SWIMMING POOL

LIFESTYLE SUPPORT

B

CARDIO

GROUP EXERCISE

=

RESISTANCE KIT

SPA POOL STEAM ROOM SAUNA

Join'us now for our best value membership and'enjoy your summer feeling good
in'great shape. Throughout June, July & August you can Save more with our
half price membership, and ;

to enjoy { MEMBERSHIP*

52F 571 95¢

bromsgrove @youfitclubs.co.uk

Holiday Inn'Bromsgrove
Kidderminster Rd, B61 9AB

youfitclubs.co.uk
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PLUTONIUM STAGE PRODUCTIONS /,&‘5,;&;,”

"WHAT A WONDERFUL “I'D COME BACK AGAIN "THANK YOU FOR SUCH
EVENING - IT BROUGHT BACK NEXT WEEK TO SEE YOU A GREAT NIGHT. WE
SO MANY MEMORIES." IF 1 COULD!" LOVED IT!"

0. 0.0 0. ¢ TN K 1. 0.0 0.0 ¢

A night of Everly magic = by candlelight!

STEP INTO AN UNFORGETTABLE EVENING OF MUSIC,
MEMORIES, AND SHEER JOY AS WE CELEBRATE THE
LEGENDARY EVERLY BROTHERS IN A SHOW THAT'S BURSTING
WITH HEART, HARMONY, AND ENERGY.

THE MUSIC OF
THE EVERLY BROTHERS

==

SAT 6" JUNE -+ 19:30
ARTRIX BROMSGROVE

Tickets available from: www.artrixbromsgrove.co.uk

=t
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26-29 MAY 2027
Book

Harveyhfylerstein Cyndi Lauper

SIGNUP FOR THE MUSICAL THEATRE GROUP AT

ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK/AMTG
ARTRIX THEATRE | BROMSGROVE

Based on the Miramax motion picture Kinky Boots Written by Geoff Deane and Tim Firth
Original Broadway Production Directed and Choreographed by Jerry Mitchell
This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International

Music and Lyrics
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Businesses back
‘flexible approach’

‘WORCESTERSHIRE business-
es are backing a more flexible
approach to work experience
in schools.

This follows government-led
changes from the traditional block §
of one week, to a modern work |
experience model that offers a
range of meaningful experiences
spread across school Years 7 to
i 1

On ‘Wednesday, Early
Careers Worcestershire, part of
Worcestershire County Council’s
Skills and Employability service, hosted a
business forum at Visit Worcestershire New
Road.

This brought together employers, education
partners, and careers professionals to help
shape the future of work experience in the
county.

This session opened up a discussion on a
wider range of opportunities for young peo-
ple, including workplace visits, employer-led
projects, mentoring, careers talks and shorter,
more flexible placements.

This approach will give pupils a broader
exposure to different industries, while mak-
ing it easier for businesses of all sizes to get
involved.

Judy Gibbs, head of skills and employability
at Worcestershire County Council, said: “This
is about building a stronger, more connected
system between education and business.

“By working together, we can give young
people better, more meaningful experiences of
the workplace while supporting employers to
develop the future workforce they need.”

At the forum, employers shared their expe-
riences and ideas, with many pledging to
support the approach and play a role in creat-

|
=

ing more meaningful opportunities for young
people across Worcestershire.

Matt Tope, programme manager for Early
Careers Worcestershire, added: “It’s really
encouraging to see Worcestershire businesses
already stepping forward and getting behind
this first forum.

“There’s a real appetite to do things differ-
ently and make work experience more useful
for everyone.

“What we saw was really encouraging, but
it’s just the start. We're looking forward to
seeing where this new approach will lead in
the future.”

Businesses across Worcestershire are now
being encouraged to get involved and help
shape the next phase of work experience, with
opportunities ranging from workplace visits
and careers talks to mentoring, employer-led
projects, and flexible placement opportunities
for young people.

Businesses interested in joining the con-
versation and finding out how they can get
involved are encouraged to contact Early
Careers Worcestershire for more information.

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/skills for
more information.

7

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

)
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loor

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

prices.

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

¢ Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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PICKUP YOUR

WHAT'S ON GUIDE ¢

*» www.bromsgrovefestival.co.uk

FOUR WEEKS OF
CULTURAL DELIGHTS

Music from
Classical to Live
Bands

Theatre for
Everyone

Arts & Crafts
Workshops

Dance &
Performance

Heritage Walks
& Talks

Comedy &
Spoken Word

PAGE 21
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New chairman named

BROMSGROVE District Council will have
its third youngest chairman ever over the
next year after Coun Joshua Robinson was
elected into the role.

Coun Robinson will be joined by
his wife and fellow district councillor,
Siobhan Robinson, as his consort.

Coun Bakul Kumar has also been elect-

|
i

o

I

lffmn.

ed as vice-chairman.

He said: “I am absolutely honoured by
this and want to thank council colleagues
for their faith in me and their support.

“I intend to be a fair chair and I want
to use the next 12 months to be about
bringing people together and look forward
to getting out and about,in our communi-

ies.”

Coun Robinson has
yet to announce his
chosen charities for
the year ahead.

The outgoing
chairman, Coun Sam
Evans, announced
that during his term
of office, he raised
£3,000 for the
Basement Project
through fundraising
events and a £1,500
contribution from
the District Council’s
‘Ward Fund.

Coun Evans said:
“Over the last year, it
has been an honour
and privilege to meet
the people who work
tirelessly within our
communities to make
our district a better
place in which to live.

“I am delighted to
have raised money for
the Basement Project
and the amazing work
it is doing locally in
helping young people
with housing issues.”

Coun Josh
Robinson promises
to be a ‘fair chair.’
s
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MP urges cash
help plan over
cyberattacks

REDDITCH MP Chris Bloore has urged the
Government to establish a formal national
framework for financial intervention fol-
lowing major cyberattacks, warning the
current ad-hoc approach risked leaving
local businesses and workers exposed.

The call follows the 2025 cyberattack on
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) by the ‘Scattered
Lapsus Hunters’ group, which forced a five-
week production shutdown and cost the UK
economy an estimated £1.9billion.

While the Government intervened with a
£1.5billion loan guarantee to protect 154,000
jobs, experts have criticised the lack of a pre-
existing strategy for such crises.

In a series of Parliamentary Questions to
the Treasury, Cabinet Office and Department
for Business and Trade, Mr Bloore pressed
Ministers for ‘clear criteria’ to ensure value
for money and protect the network of small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that
underpinned the automotive supply chain in
the West Midlands.

He said: “The cyberattack on Jaguar Land
Rover wasn’t just a blow to one company - it
sent shockwaves through Redditch.

“When production stops, local suppliers and
workers bear the brunt.

“While the Government’s intervention saved
jobs, we cannot afford to react to each crisis
as it arises.

W’e need a Cyber Resilience Framework
that gives businesses certainty before disaster
strikes.”

The Government’s responses revealed that,
while the Cyber Security and Resilience Bill
aimed to strengthen national defences, there
were ‘no plans’ to introduce a pooled cyber-
risk insurance scheme or a formal framework
for financial support. Instead, interventions
remain assessed on a case-by-case basis.

The MP is also championing the needs of
smaller firms in Redditch, which may not
qualify for the same level of support as major
manufacturers.

“He is pushing for mandatory resilience
standards for strategically important suppli-
ers to prevent a single breach from collapsing
local supply chains.

He added: “Security experts are clear - we
need a framework, not just a reaction.

“I'm calling for resilience standards that
ensure a breach at the top doesn’t devastate
the local firms that keep our economy mov-

ing.

“Workers deserve to know their jobs aren’t
one hack away from vanishing without a
plan.”

The MP’s intervention follows warnings from
Ciaran Martin, former head of the National
Cyber Security Centre, who argued that inter-
vening without clear criteria left the UK econo-
my ‘no wiser’ on handling future incidents.

Mr Bloore said: “We cannot wait for the next
crisis to act.

“By establishing a clear framework now,
we can protect jobs, support businesses and
ensure taxpayers get value for money.”

Matthew ]. Elmes & Co.

Chartered Accountants

Accountancy and taxation services

to business and individuals

Bookkeeping

Payroll

Statutory Accounts

Tax returns

Probate & Estate Administration
Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney

Authorised to carry on the reserved legal activity of Probate.
Authorised and regulated as a CILEX-ACCA Probate Entity.

£

01789 549008

info@matthewelmes.co.uk
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

Just for
Ric o

—— s D S

Visit your local store today:
Just for Pets Bromsgrove 20 Market St, Bromsgrove B61 8DA (opposite Asda)
Just for Pets Droitwich saltway, Droitwich WR9 8LA (opposite Waitrose)
Just for Pets Kidderminster, New Road, Kidderminster DYIO IHG

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Time to start
up the music

THERE will be plenty of live entertain-
ment at Bromsgrove’s Sanders Park when
the ‘Music in the Bandstand’ series starts
next weekend and runs until September.

Free concerts will be held at the park’s
Jubilee Bandstand from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
every Sunday.

Opening the programme on June 7 will
be the City of Birmingham Brass Band,
followed by Malvern Hills District Brass
on June 14.

Stourport-on-Severn Brass Band will
perform on June 21 and the City of
Coventry Brass Band will take centre
stage on June 28.

The rest of the programme features
local bands in a variety of different gen-
res, including big bands, silver bands and
even a jazz collective.

Bromsgrove District Council cabinet
member for health and wellbeing, and
leisure and culture, Coun Shirley Webb,
said she was pleased to see Music in the
Bandstand back at Sanders Park.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity for our
community to come together, enjoy fan-
tastic live music, and make the most of
our beautiful green spaces.

“I'd encourage everyone to pack a pic-
nic, meet up with friends and family,
and spend a relaxing Sunday afternoon
outdoors - there really is no better way to
enjoy the summer.”

This vibrant programme showcases an
exciting mix of talented performances,
from the bold sounds of brass bands to
the smooth rhythms of jazz and big band
ensembles.

The events are completely free to
attend, making them an ideal way to enjoy
Bromsgrove’s beautiful green spaces.

Visit bromsgrove.gov.uk/things-to-do/
activities-events/ for more on the forth-
coming Music in the Bandstand pro-
gramme.
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Raising some vital funds
thanks to an uphill task

A CARE team from Redditch
successfully completed a chal-
lenging team ascent of Mount
Snowdon, raising funds and
awareness for the Stroke
Association.

The group took on the climb
together over the May bank holi-
day weekend, reaching the sum-
mit as a team after months of
preparation, training walks and
shared determination.

The team has so far raised
§1,622 for the Stroke Association,
which provides lifelong support
for stroke survivors and their
families across the UK, while
also funding vital research and
campaigning for improved care
and recovery services.

The challenge was designed
not only to raise funds, but also
to reflect on the physical and
emotional resilience required by
people rebuilding their lives after
stroke.

Home Instead supports people
living with the long-term effects
of stroke, helping them to remain
independent at home wherever
possible. The team witnesses daily
the profound impact a stroke can
have - not only on individuals,
but also on their families and
wider support networks.

Every day, another 240 peo-
ple wake up to the catastrophic
impact of a stroke.

A spokesperson for the team

The team trekked up Snowdon to raise
money for the Stroke Association. s

said. “Taking on Snowdon togeth-
er gave us a small insight into
challenge, endurance and the
importance of support when
things become difficult.”

The group committed to the
challenge at the start of the year,
undertaking a rigorous training
programme and pushing them-
selves beyond their comfort zones
in preparation for the climb.

New Height
ar community
S“Pporﬂ:se; ata

snowdon 2026

Reachl“g

Throughout the challenge, their
focus remained on teamwork and
ensuring they reached the summit
together rather than as individu-
als.

Laura Goodridge, CEO of
Home Instead West Midlands and
Cotswolds operations, said: “I am
incredibly proud of the team for
what they have achieved.

“The commitment, encourage-

e

s for Care

ment and support they showed
one another throughout this jour-
ney has been outstanding.

“Reaching the summit of
Snowdon together is something
we will all remember - not just as
a physical achievement, but as a
shared moment of pride and con-
nection.”

Visit justgiving.com/page/home-
instead-hg to donate.

01789 415171 07729 689239

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litle overheads
BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE

Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Improvements
in NHS services

HEREFORDSHIRE and Worcestershire Health
and Care NHS Trust has received positive feed-
back in the latest national Community Mental
Health Survey, with results showing improve-
ments across key areas of patient experience.

The survey, carried out annually by the Care
Quality Commission (CQC), gathers the views
of people who have used NHS community men-
tal health services over the past year.

Locally, these services include Talking
Therapies, Neighbourhood Mental Health
Teams and other support delivered in commu-
nity settings such as clinics, GP practices, or
within people’s homes.

Service users reported that their overall
experience of care is consistent with national
expectations, reflecting the Trust’s ongoing
commitment to providing high-quality support.

The survey highlighted meaningful improve-
ments in two important aspects of care.

Fewer people reported having to repeat
their mental health history, suggesting better
continuity and more joined up working across
teams.

Patients also felt more supported to take an
active role in decisions about their care and
treatment.

The Trust performed somewhat better than
expected in areas such as having clear discus-
sions about medication and ensuring patients
have sufficient privacy during therapy ses-
sions.

Justine Hill, deputy associate director for pri-
mary care and community mental health said:
“We are delighted to see the results from the
recent Community Mental Health Survey.

“These reflect the dedication and profes-
sionalism of our teams, who work tirelessly to
deliver high-quality care to our patients.

“While we are pleased to be performing at or
above average in all areas, we know that some
results highlight the need to further improve
the experience of our patients.

“We are committed to building on this
progress and contmumg to drive improvements
across our services.
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The final total of 6,637.79 miles is the equivalent of walking the Herefordshlre and Worcestershire border 127 times, com-
pleting 18 full Iaps of the two counties, or an incredible 253 marathons.

Taking steps to boost funds

RESIDENTS across
Worcestershire have stepped
up for the Walk This May
Challenge 2026, smashing
last year’s total and covering
an incredible 6,637.79 miles
in just two weeks.

The challenge, which ran from
Friday May 1 to Thursday May
14, brought together communi-
ties from across both counties
to take part in free, friendly and
accessible walks ranging from 10
to 90 minutes.

Led by Active Hereford and
Worcestershire, Herefordshire
Council and Worcestershire
County Council, Walk This May
once again encouraged people
of all ages and abilities to get
active, enjoy the outdoors and
connect with others.

The final total of 6,637.79
miles is the equivalent of walk-
ing the Herefordshire and
Worcestershire border 127
times, completing 18 full laps of
the two counties, or an incred-
ible 253 marathons.

Dr Lisa McNally, director of
public health for Worcestershire
County Council, said: “Seeing
our communities come together
to achieve this incredible total is
truly inspiring.

“Walking is such a simple
but powerful way to improve
your health and wellbeing, and
these results show what’s pos-
sible when people support and
encourage each other.

“A huge thank you to everyone
who took part and especially
to our dedicated volunteer walk
leaders who make it all happen.”

Zoe Clifford, director of public
health for Herefordshire Council,
said: “This year’s challenge has
been fantastic.

“Not only have we surpassed
last year’s total, but we've seen
people bulldmg healthy habits,
enjoying nature and forming new
connections along the way.

“It's a brilliant example of
how small steps can lead to big
changes for individuals and com-
munities alike.”

To recognise this achieve-
ment, a celebratory event was
held at Ledbury Rugby Club
on Tuesday May 19, bringing
together volunteer walk leaders
from across Herefordshire and
‘Worcestershire to thank them for
their vital role in supporting resi-
dents to stay active and well.

Stephen  Brewster, CEO

of Active Herefordshire and
‘Worcestershire, said: “To see our
communities collectively walk
over 6,600 miles is an incredible
achievement.

“It shows the power of getting
active together. We're incredibly
grateful to our volunteer walk
leaders whose passion and com-
mitment make these opportuni-
ties possible across both coun-
ties.”

The Walk This May Challenge
forms part of National Walking
Month and continues to cel-
ebrate the dedication of local
volunteers, walk leaders and
community groups who support
residents all year round.

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.
uk/healthwalks for more infor-
mation.

FLEXIBLE
FINANCE
OPTIONS

LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS

WINDOWS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

AVAILABLE

to make life easier for you

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors
Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street >
Worcester WR1 2AT l
Tel: 01905 888372

SSTARWINDOWS.CO.UK

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814677

5 STAR

INDOWS
CCONSERVATORIES
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FROM THE PRODUCERS OF THE ROY ORBISON STORY
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REDDITCH PALACE THEATRE
SATURDAY 6 JUNE

Step back in time and enjoy an electrifying live show celebrating
the biggest hits and the legends of the 1950s!

BOX OFFICE 01527 65203

AUTHENTIC VINTAGE VIBES LIVE BAND CLASSIC HITS YOU KNOW AND LOVE

FEATURING HITS BY:  ELVIS PRESLEY JERRY LEE LEWIS
BUDDY HOLLY CHUCK BERRY
BILL HALEY & HIS COMETS AND MANY MORE!

3
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Free access
to this app

PARENTS and carers of children
aged up to five in Worcestershire can
now get free access to EasyPeasy,
funded by the county council.

The app has lots of simple, fun,
appropriate educational tips and ideas
that fit easily into a family’s routines.
Plus, it uses everyday things you find
at home and no expensive materials
are needed.

Topics found on the app include
children’s wellbeing and emotional
development, bedtime and daily rou-
tines, mealtimes and healthy habits,
speech, language and communica-
tion and mindfulness and calmer
moments.

Jen Lexmond, Founder and CEO
of EasyPeasy, said: “Our mission is
to support parents during the early
years with ideas that are practical,
inclusive, and easy to use.

“We're delighted to be working
with the County Council to offer
EasyPeasy for free to families with
young children, aged O to 5 years,
across Worcestershire.”

Claire Mitchell, head of service for
pregnancy, early years and families
in Public Health added: “All parents
want to give their children the best
possible start in life. EasyPeasy offers
a modern, accessible way to support
parents and carers with everyday
ideas that really make a difference.

“Providing free access to this app
across Worcestershire is a practical
step to support our children and
families.

“By making this app freely avail-
able across Worcestershire, we are
investing in our children, our families
and our future.”

Visit worcestershire.gov.uk/
EasyPeasy to access the app.

WORCESTERSHIRE busi-
nesses are backing a more
flexible approach to work
experience in schools.

This follows government-led
changes from the traditional
block of one week, to a mod-
ern work experience model
that offers a range of meaning-
ful experiences spread across
school Years 7 to 11.

On Wednesday, Early
Careers Worcestershire, part of
Worcestershire County Council’s
Skills and Employability service,
hosted a business forum at Visit
Worcestershire New Road.

This brought together employ-
ers, education partners, and
careers professionals to help
shape the future of work experi-
ence in the county.

This session opened up a dis-
cussion on a wider range of
opportunities for young peo-
ple, including workplace visits,
employer-led projects, mentor-
ing, careers talks and shorter,
more flexible placements.

This approach will give pupils
a broader exposure to differ-
ent industries, while making it
easier for businesses of all sizes
to get involved.

Judy Gibbs, head of skills and
employability at Worcestershire
County Council, said: “This is
about building a stronger, more
connected system between edu-

cation and business.

“By working together, we can
give young people better, more
meaningful experiences of the
workplace while supporting
employers to develop the future
workforce they need.”

At the forum, employers
shared their experiences and
ideas, with many pledging to
support the approach and play a
role in creating more meaningful
opportunities for young people
across Worcestershire.

Matt Tope, programme
manager for Early Careers

Worcestershire, added: “It’s
really encouraging to see
Worcestershire businesses

already stepping forward and
getting behind this first forum.

“There’s a real appetite to
do things differently and make
work experience more useful for
everyone.

“What we saw was really
encouraging, but it’s just the
start. We're looking forward to
seeing where this new approach
will lead in the future.”

Businesses across
Worcestershire are now being
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Businesses back flexible
move on work experience

B eady 1o put i he effort
and work hard. Showing

encouraged to get involved and
help shape the next phase of
work experience, with opportu-
nities ranging from workplace
visits and careers talks to men-
toring, employer-led projects,
and flexible placement opportu-
nities for young people.

Businesses interested in join-
ing the conversation and finding
out how they can get involved
are encouraged to contact Early
Careers Worcestershire for more
information.

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.
uk/skills for more information.

windsor
CARPETS

1985 - 2025

Un|t4 Brockh||| Works Wmdsor Road, Redditch, B97 6DJ
Tel: 01527 61906 Email: info@windsorcarpets.com
Web: www.windsorcarpets.com
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poverty

t“he

WestaMldlands

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

ALMOST one in five West
Midlands women and girls
feel embarrassed buying peri-
od products in store, accord-
ing to a new survey.

Research about period-product
buying habits, commissioned by
Aldi, surveyed 1,000 women aged
over 12 who have, or who have ever
had a period.

The exercise revealed half of
those who felt embarrassed about
buying period-related products
have used self-checkouts to avoid

being seen and another 50 per cent
have asked someone else to buy
products for them.

The cost of period products is a
negative factor, with 28 per cent
of high-school-aged girls having
struggled to afford or access such
goods.

Across all age groups, half of the
respondents said they had used
unsafe alternatives, such as toilet
roll or tissue, and 20 per cent had
worn products for longer than rec-
ommended. Some 20 per cent of
respondents had missed work or
school activities as a result.

The findings, commissioned
ahead of the recent period poverty

awareness week, reveal how stigma
and cost are preventing people in
the West Midlands accessing the
products they need.

Aldi has distributed 1.4million
free period products since March
last year, with customers and col-
leagues able to take what they need,
when they need it.

That initiative was introduced to
help ensure essential items such as
tampons and pads are accessible to
everyone who needs them.

Julie Ashfield, chief commercial
Officer at Aldi UK, said: “We believe
that access to period products is a
basic right, not a privilege, and we
know that period poverty is still a

very real issue for many across the
UK. That’s why we took the step to
make free period products available
in all our store toilets — for both our
customers and colleagues.

“This latest research really high-
lights the ongoing issues of stigma
and affordability and that’s why,
one year on, we continue to play
our part in helping remove the
barriers some face when accessing
period products.”

The provision of free period
products forms part of Aldi’s com-
mitment to supporting communities
and ensuring access to essentials.

Aldi has also donated one million
period products to people experi-
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Almost one in three high-
school-aged girls have
struggled to afford or have
access to period products. s

encing period poverty, through its
partnership with charities such as
Freedom4Girls.

Tina Leslie, founder of
Freedom4Girls, a menstrual equity
charity dedicated to tackling peri-
od poverty, said: “Period poverty
remains a huge issue in the UK and
we're encouraged to see Aldi’s con-
tinued commitment to tackling it.

“This research demonstrates
what we see every day in the com-
munities we support: stigma and
cost create real barriers that affect
work, school, and health.

“We're calling on other retail-
ers to follow Aldi’s lead and help
remove these obstacles.”

TR

Let us do the hard work for you

W Fortnightly collections throughout the year

W Easy and convenient
W Turn your garden waste into compost to be used locally

386 565C
rychavo
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just(go!holidays

LU=
Borders Country Vera’s
Northumbria & Barnard Castle
Departing Mon 13 Jul ‘26
On this break, we journey to some of the filming
locations for the popular Vera TV series with a
local, specialist guide, discovering the dramatic
beauty and heritage of the North East, from
Barnard Castle to the Durham Dales and the rugged
Scottish Borders.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v/ Return coach travel from Redditch
¢/ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast
v/ Blue Badge guided tour of Vera’s Northumbria
(Alnmouth, Amble, Seaton Sluice, Whitley Bay,
Cullercoats and Tynemouth)
' Guided tour of the Durham Dales, North Pennines
& Barnard Castle with a local specialist
/ Guided Borders Country tour (Ford, Etal,
Coldstream, Kelso & Jedburgh) with a
local specialist
v/ Photo stop at the Angel of the North
¢/ Free time in Newcastle-upon-Tyne

5 Days by Coach only £459

Single Supplement £120

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 cuoc osc

* x A

Trustpilot

By Coach from Bromsgrove, Redditch

Isle of Wight Weekend

Departing Fri 17 Jul ‘26

A long weekend by the sea beckons on this

lovely escape to the Isle of Wight. Beloved since

Queen Victoria’s reign, follow in the footsteps of

royalty and relax at our base in a popular seaside

resort and discover other highlights during an

optional trip!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from
Redditch, Bromsgrove

¢ 3 nights at the Medehamstede Hotel, Shanklin
(JG2+ rating) with dinner & breakfast

v/ Entertainment some evenings

v/ Excursion to Newport

Optional Island Highlights tour (£15pp)

4 Days by Coach only £309

Single Supplement £60

or visit us online at

Bristol International Balloon

Fiesta

Departing Sat 8 Aug ‘26

Join us at the Bristol International Balloon Fiesta for

a wonderful weekend to see colourful and creative

balloons majestically rise skyward. As Europe’s

largest ballooning event, this will be a fun and

uplifting break for everyone to enjoy!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

 Return coach travel from Redditch

' Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4
rating) with breakfast

¢/ Visit to the Bristol International Balloon Fiesta

2 Days by Coach only £139

Single Supplement £40

ages are subject to hist Gt Holidags terms &
1 Banded el drganisers st 1. &ir holi
rom & honured on b

nfitions. Coach bavcings are

The Standard, Friday May 29, 2026

Reader Travel

Newquay, the Eden Project,
Land’s End & Penzance
Departing Sun § Jul ‘26
On this special break to Cornwall, we visit the
wonderful Eden Project and take a trip to Land’s End
and Penzance, along with the chance to explore the
charming port town of Padstow.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Bromsgrove
¢/ 4 nights at the Pentire Hotel, Newquay (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast
¢/ Entertainment some evenings
¢/ Excursions to Land’s End, Penzance& the
Eden Project
Optional excursion to Padstow (£12pp)

P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG
- Book by 05 Jun 2026

5 Days by Coach only £549

Single Supplement £60

w Banded Ceach 1Halidays & th
I par 20rson, hased on Iwe

Book Today

justgoholidays.com/OSG

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

n justgohols
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History and majesty

THE ARCHITECTURAL brilliance
of the UK’s castles is being show-
cased in a new collection of 12
Royal Mail Stamps.

The stamps depict eight castles
from England, Wales, Scotland and
Northern Ireland and a further four
stamps in a miniature sheet to cel-
ebrate Royal castles.

The newly commissioned art-
works are by Rob Ball who has
worked as a graphic designer
and illustrator. He gained critical
acclaim and a loyal following for
his posters for every episode of
HBO’s Game of Thrones.

Midlands’ gem Warwick Castle
is included in the 12. That was

built by William the Conqueror dur-

ing the brutal military campaigns
fought against the Anglo-Saxons
that followed the Battle of Hastings
in 1066. In 1068, William ordered
its construction to control the town
and, according to the Domesday
survey of 1086, several properties
were demolished to accommodate
its fortifications.

Dunluce Castle in Northern
Ireland played an important role in
attempts by the English Crown to
secure and colonise Ireland in the
17th century.

Another Northern Irish castle
featured is Dundrum Castle. This
was one of the first generation
of castles built by Anglo-Norman
adventurers eager to acquire ter-

Castell Penfro \ Pembroke Castle

Stirling Castle.

of castles
is latest
collection

ritory in Ireland from the 1170s
onwards.

Castell Rhaglan (Raglan Castle)
in Wales was a royalist stronghold
during the Civil Wars. William ap
Thomas began building the castle
around 1435, but his son, William
Herbert - nicknamed the ‘master-
lock’ or effective regent of Wales
- made it a palace-fortress.

Castell Penfro (Pembroke Castle)
was used by The Normans to quick-
ly extend their power into south
‘Wales in the late 11th century.

IUrquhart Castle, which lies on
the western shore of Loch Ness,
was developed in around 1230
by Alan Durward, the son-in-law
of King Alexander II of Scotland.

Balmoral Castle

WarwickCastle

During the Middle Ages, the castle
played a role in the violent inter-
nal politics of Scotland but ceased
to be occupied by the early 17th
century.

Stirling Castle commands a
natural crossroads between the
Highlands and the Lowlands of
Scotland. Two crucial Scottish vic-
tories in the wars of independ-
ence from England were fought
within sight of its walls: the Battle
of Stirling Bridge (1297) and the
Battle of Bannockburn (1314).

And Bamburgh Castle in
Northumberland was first fortified
from 547 as the capital of the
Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Bernicia.
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It was a castle until 1095 and
then, in 1120, a great keep was
built on the rock, establishing it as
the northernmost royal fortress in
England.

The further four royal castles
featured are Castell Caernarfon
(Caernarfon Castle), Windsor
Castle, Dover Castle and Balmoral
Castle.

The stamps, and a range of col-
lectible products, are available at:
royalmail.com/castles or by calling
03457 641 641.

A Presentation Pack including all
12 stamps is priced at £22.50.
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4©} ROWBERRYS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Wed: 8.30 am-5.00pm
Thurs-Sat: 8.30am-5.30pm
'Sunday: 8.30am-4.30pm

The Growing Nursery, Farm Shop, Butchery, Deli and Restaurant

\\W%MWWW

Lower Chaddesley Corbett,
Kidderminster DY10 4QN

Tel: 01562 777 003
DON'T FORGET TO VISIT OUR FARM
SHOP, DELI & FARM BUTCHERY
Wide selection of local British produce
Sweet treats, cake, pastries and
pies galore
BBQ items available on our
Butchery Counter
Home cooked meals and afternoon
tea's available in our Restaurant

PREMIUM HOME-GROWN
HANGING BASKETS

Massive choice of Fuchsias,
Basket Plants, Geraniums &
Begonias

' Perenmals
from just

£3.25 each

SUMMER TRAY BEDDING

12 Plants | aaesieis
For £5.25 i}
or 5 Trays -
For £25
(60 plants) S

own herbs,
veggies and
fruit plants
Huge
selection
M  available now

E: rowberry@btconnect.com | W: www.rowberrys-nursery.co.uk | ﬁl’ind us on Facebook
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____ suboku | CROSSWORD
B @ aa

Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
7. Public funds (6) 1. Largest bird (7)
EASY 8. Visitor (6) 2. Pardon (7)
9 1 3|6 10. Uniform (7) 3. Aptitude (5)
6 213 i 11. Concise (5) . Bia.sed (7)
8|7 5 112 12. Small bay (4) A Vigilaot (5)
6. Salute (5
13. Essential (5) ©)
9 7 1 8 9. Truce (9)
17. Condition (5)
7 5 1 14. Extend (7)
18. Inflamed eye-lid (4) .
3 1 6 ) 15. Alien (7)
22. Salt water (5) 16. Effective (7)
8 1 6 23. Cut short (7) 19. Revile (5)
4517 9 3 24, Transfer (6) 20. Inflexible (5)
215 6 7 r 25. Catchphrase (6) 21. Amusing (5)
ad
HARD seione?
2 6
6[7]1]5]9 .
3 5
712 6|4
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
4 8 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
7983 gives a bird;
8|4 3|5 LONG 62185 gives another bird;
7 1 Single 7654 gives an animal.
1181417183 Be defeated 1 ¢ 2 " 0 o L . 9
9 7 Missing
ajory CODEWORD
PATH FI N D E R This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
— — . Castle surround with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each BOAT words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Z—-xvrzmrr>rmo—[E
NOoOIJI>PMUM—IFr<<=2D>Id><
MmMZ2O0IT>»00NrZ—-—-0IMO —

Chat show hosts
NOGRYESAN
ALUADLELA
MCAPELREC
YCAHNGENH
TLLCDESEK
NDARUHUJOY
AMV I ECANDO
ERLDTTTNR
TTERLOHAI
CCHAONORN
ONOTRMPEN
NNRAHARAT
lOGNOIWHR
MRBRTNEYE
ERNITFRUJA

OIO<<TITD>DPROVOOME A —-
AROO—-—X=-EIJIXOTM—>I NI
<=-rmxXO0O—-—Z>IZ>rm=

Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

U|H
D R

E
E C
E|Q

How you rate
10 words: average 20 words: very good
15 words: good 25 or more: excellent.

3 a
N
i

1

i

il
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11 10

24

NS SN
ol el

" |
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19

3 |16 5 25 |11 |17 |17 21 [19
Al T
i aE @ |
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B
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N<X<XS<CANIOTVOZErX=—=—=IOTMmMOUN®EP
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSW SOLUTIONS

ACROSS "BI3H 7 'PIOKO 1T
. . " ‘3]eyu| O ‘elony g ‘duowsauy g| ‘eupiyd3 /| andley €1 ‘payjy 01 ‘xukie g

1,16 & 14: Whig politician who was the first British ‘wap| G ‘paasiuy ¢ ‘pweuy ¢ ‘esnfiey 7 ‘ezuspe?) | INMOQ “2Inpiap 87 eded)y /7
foreign secretary (7,5,3) ‘opeloq |3 97 ‘Wieq GZ ‘YInY €7 ‘XIuaoyd Zz ‘uIpo 1z ‘dsy 61 ‘sawer 91 ‘a|py G|

4 &25. Satirical fable by George Orwell (6,4)
7. Mineral commonly called blacklead or
plumbago (8)
8. The colour of unbleached linen (4)
9&11. Novelist whose best-known work is
Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus (4,7)
12, --Tindall, daughter of the Princess Royal (4)
14. See 1 Across
15. See 10 Down
16. See 1 Across

x04 1 e1ez g Aayjays || e 6 i3 g tauydel £ ljewiuy p ‘sajiey) | :SSO¥DY
piomssoi) abpajmouy [eiauan

104q 1z

‘piby 0z asnqy 61 ‘BuijiaL 91 ‘96uBNS G| YIRNS 1| BINSIWIY 6 13319 9 ‘UBY §
‘[t ¥ [IDfS € anibi04 7 LSO | :umoq "UeBo|S GZ YdIMS K7 |leun) €7 aulg 7z
‘ak15 8| ‘@1e1S /| ‘[BUA €1 '9A0D 7| ‘3S43L | | “ejnfiay Q1 \3][e) § ‘SYD01S / 1SS0y
piomsso.)

Ry puaed Asypog YIMOTINNS
e Aayuim yesdo sauuys yues ‘ssoy ueyreuor ‘sayAs aluepppy

19.  Name applied to several species of poisonous sIeWPYL Uely 'sa13U39aq L33 ApeID, 0 Ned "Iny) SWopey) J2UIN
snakes (3) ‘UOLON WeYeID) ‘U0 UIB4 ‘UOSUIYIE] [SRYDI|A 10UU0D,0 S3Q

21, One of the chief gods of the ancient Germanic ‘ua||y |17 ‘uewwana pineq ‘||eDdIN Bulneq ‘KU [BRYIN @3¥INdIHD
tribes (4)

Aopuiyle, 99YMPp.IO,
22 Afabulous Arabian bird (7) puljyied [daympiom

23.  Daughter-in-law of Naomi, in the Old eER LTI T=0E ,:\ngﬁ;gszl??ﬁ
- ;e“i”;em“) H=91'8=51 A=yl N=¢L T=71 V=11 3=01 ~e0g 420
i JEEARdOSS . '0=6 'M=8 X=L 'W=9 W= =¥ 'S=€ D=T A= ‘SO 1507 ‘8507 ‘auo7] ‘Buo
26. The golden city imagined by the Spanish MODO
conquerors of America (2,6) piomapo) 19ppe]
27. Domesticated animal related to the llama (6)
28 Fresh greenness (7) LIV|9]|+|€|G]|2|8|6 L|¥|L]|8]|9]€|6|S|C
c|6|E|L|V|8])}]|S]|9 €(8|6]|C|L|S|V|}|9
DOWN slisfz[al6]r]|z]e clolz|e[v]1]z]8]e
1. In music, a flourish for a solo 5. Latin word meaning “the same” (4) 18.  Plant genus in the crowfoot family, 6/9/5|€|L|¥[8]c|} V|2 |L]9/8|6[LE|S
instrument at some important stage of ¢ 1he ypper part of the windpipe (6) including the Pasque flower (7) 81L]c|6|S|If€9]Y LI6EIV|S|Cf8]9]L
a movement (7) . Llelv]|9(8|2|L|6]8G 8|G|9|L|€[L]|2|6|F
2. Istalianto:vﬁl; on Sicily, south-west of 10&15%- :u;tnalnwh(:‘f:)undf:;?eschool ;(9) ;heI::mjango-dt:es;oflthed?:)m(ﬁ) w15 tlslzlolslclz zl1vlsl6lolelz]s
yracuse or inaiviaual psycnology (o, 5 reatne in air into the lungs
3. Calcified substance forming the glossy 43 A high-caste Hindu of India (6) 21. City on the Thames, and seat of a Elelels|t ]9 V)8 6l4181€1c 819 b}
coating on teeth () 5 ahg : : A olsls|v[elels|i|e olelsfz[i|v[slele
4 Fitsofaniseused for 17. Another name for the spiny famous university (6) piey fse3
flavouring, etc. (7) anteater (7) 24. The sister and wife of Zeus (4) nyjopng
ive,E Spring Edition of |Se
sive, Evergreen Spring Edition o 4dS01S
Y
s . i The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
Following on from the fantastic response to is a celebration of all things
our debut 'Winter' edition of Seasons, we're "local'. It's uplifting, inspiring
delighted to announce that Seasons 'Spring' and qulljﬂtezsentlally localf
) across the three counties o
edition has now Sprung. Warwickshire, Worcestershire
\ As the days grow longer and our towns, and the West Midlands.
villages and the countryside emerge from The beautifully glossy AS
the long dark days of winter, we are all T ey Ly Epeta
enjoying the arrival of the 'Spring' of 2026 SN TR
jOying € Spring o ¥ supermarket near you - and,
the 'Spring' edition of Seasons
Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply isalso available 247 on line |

browse on line i and...it's being showcased
across all of our local Observer |
and Standard Newspapers, \
websites and social media
platforms, and will continue to
be so, for the next 12 months.
Enjoy the exclusive, evergreen,
'Spring' edition of Seasons by
logging on to
www.seasons-magazine.com

meaasl'e 3 hca ey mr" »
secu faces U Dage ariv Anil‘ﬂ M“m

extra
© use\m\\ for aw “ncﬂ\(
‘ofhiston( \\heﬂd“‘g M rathon C"
tel

Tt,vellmg

ol\al)se § mard more tre

You can still browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247
and now, you can enjoy the
'Spring' edition of Seasons too!

If you'd like your busmess to be featured in the next edition of Seasons or lf you 'd like more detalls -
just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Debra, Paul, Gareth or Sharon.

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team
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K £ s :—" ' I Learn from yesterday,
- live for toda;
. - 1y,
1 H _m / hope for tormorrow.
| T%) " -’ ‘ — i Anonymous

- ——Tp——
‘ n EY . .
e W s . 4 L7
Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@bullivantmedia.com L& /
avTm— =] —

- s 2 —y o
DEATHS MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
| —
519 Evesham Road,
.
EDWARDS As Time Goes By ST NS L CobnCross,
YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN 7 Y Redditch, B97 5JP
Jean Anne MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP 2 ¢
Passed away peacefully on Headstones, Cremation Tablets, y
.6th May 2026: aged 96 years.' Additional Inscriptions and W b
Wil be sadly ;1fls:§eddby all family If you have a Renovation Work ed 0c
an riends. -
R Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk flowers@nurseryshopredditch k
Funeral service will be at Tyshopi L afe ety
St Catherine's Church, Blackwell mess age fOI' d Ewall; Kpories@blicyonder.couk www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
on Friday 19th June 2026 Please call 01527 550505
at 10.30am followed by cremation 1 d Tw1 527 550 700
for close family only, Ove One 3 To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times =
at Redditch Crematorium. Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate B
Family flowers only please, any Call Our Redditch B97 5XP
d i b d
onationsimay be:made to “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
RAF Benevolent Fund.
https://www.rafbf.org/ and RNLI te am On FUNERAL
https://rnli.org/ DIRECTORS
All enquiries to I
James Giles & Sons.
Tel: 01527 872318

If you have a message for a
loved one, give our team a call
)0

James Giles
and Sons Ltd

Est1916

The Complete
Funeral Directors

Allow our family™=
to care for your family

01527 588685 PR REAR
Special Family

s BROMSGROVE ~ DROITWICH STUDLEY ru REPAD |
_A,— | nﬂ@/l’/ﬂ n@@m@}ﬂ/ tf S 01527 872318 01905783188 01527 852213 AVAILABLE

» FUNERAL
T . \ DIRECTORS
f \ —
An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directqrs

P -

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can callus on 01527 588688 REDDITCH » BROMSGROVE

or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your 01527 547777 01527 831700
telephone contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost WYTHALL + ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
recepﬁan@bu”ivan[media_Com 01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939 i

- - ol = : S _“A family concern 4. 38
Prices start from just BRI 4 ettt o i

(inc Vat) RS min@thomasbrothers.co.uk

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
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™ E ' Learn from
yesterday,
¥ d’-- u - T live for today,
| “ :f;‘ % p hope for tomorrow.
¥ v “ .“ P f b - | Anonymous

Tel: 01527 588688 Email: reception@
AT . W | -_—

FUNERAL UNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
E—— |

MORTONS (

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

R.L.Rea

“Where saying lI'uncral Directors Ltd.
goodbye means
everything” = » "A 1 : ., - . x
y g S = || ° A Family Firm Established in 1967
Whatever style of funeral you're looking - ] \ T =i . = ° Y r L I I d nd t C m I t
for, whether direct cremation, traditional, » 2\ . e - ou oca U n epe en o p ete
contemporary, or somewhere in ‘ v Funeral Directors and Memorial
between, you can put your trust in us. = | r Al M
. asons
sl ol Coe ML RN @y » Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
0121459 911 Professional Service 24 hours a day,
Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery Professionally qualified ) . 365 days a year
independent funeral directors S E A
Pot e Edoiwasion Wk b * Private Chapel of Rest

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

Losing someone, whatever the circumstances and whatever
age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

your loved ones Ecl:zilsllé)sléja‘gglyn()t send gzll’lrlaoulllﬂ 01527 588688
Lt i - ;‘ s
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Classified

Check out our

E-Editions!

tandard &=

www.redditchstandard.co.uk/editions
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk/editions
www.droitwichstandard.co.uk/editions

on your mobile, tablet and émputer

7 588688 FA!

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

YORK CLOSE, STUDLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

Order Commences: 1 June 2026 for up to

18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Quantum TM, Tel: 01724 786286.

SPERNAL LANE, SPERNALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Removal of two cut kerbs,

replace with radius kerbs, repair a sunken
patch, & apply topsoi to verge.

Order Commences: 2 June 2026 for up to

18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: Spernal Lane, Spernall Lane,

IMILE

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PUBLIC NOTICE - LICENSING ACT 2003
APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE
OR CLUB PREMISES
CERTIFICATE TO BE GRANTED UNDER
THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Name of applicant/club: The AfterCourt Ltd
Postal address of premises/club premises or
description: The AfterCourt Ltd, OMNI Padel,
Astwood Business Park, Astwood Bank, B96
6HH, Redditch.
The applicant proposes to carry out the
following licensable activities or qualifying club
activities on or from the above premises/club
ises: The premises comprise a bar located
within an indoor padel centre. The bar will serve
alcohol and light refreshments to customers
using the wider sports facility, as well as general
visitors.
The premises include a designated indoor bar
area with seating and a small number of
recreational features such as darts, operating as a
social space ancillary to the padel centre.
There is also an external area associated with the
premises which may be used for the
of alcohol served from the bar. This

School Road, Captains Hill, Ki Road,
Kinwarton Farm Road, Tything Road West, Arden
Road, Birmingham Road, Willoughby Close,
Coughton Hill, Haydon Way and vice versa.
Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 01613 515370.

Order Effect: Public Footpath AL45 will be closed to
ALL traffic between grid references SP07570-56768
and SP05657-55480.

Reason for Order: The closures and restrictions are
required for the safety of the public and of the
participants in the Ragley Hall Air Show 2026.
Order Commences: 29 May 2026 for up to 3 days.
Access & Diversion: There is no alternative route
available.

Contact: Slipstream Management Ltd (Midlands Air
Festival) Tel: 07970 505436.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

MOAT LANE, ULLENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: New water connection works.
Order Commences: 16 June 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 18 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: Mill Lane, Tanworth Lane,
Birmingham Road, High Street, New Road, Henley
Road, Hunger Hill, Green Lane, Grimshaw Hill and
vice versa.

Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 01332 820920.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 29 April 2026

Keepmg Y
ate

u up to date with all the
st information on

area is not freely accessible to the genera public
and will be managed and controlled by staff at all
times.

Representations by interested parties or
responsible authorities should be made in writing
to Worcestershire Regulatory Services, Wyre
Forest House, Finepoint Way, Kidderminster,
DYI| 7WF or

Tg;]ux;ues@worcsregsemces .gov.uk by:

The record of the application is available for
inspection by appointment.
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MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise
recline £169 Manual
recline chair £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662
BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

GAR
WHEELGHAIR
RAMP

Aluminum
Folds into case
£60
01789 178174

MISCELLANEOUS
—

HORNBY 00 gauge
diesel unit (Ref
R2510) Class 121
Driving Motor
Brake “Bubble car”
running no W55021
in BR Blue. DCC
Ready. Immaculate
unused  condition,
test run only, ¢ / w
original box and
manufacturer’s
instructions.£55. Tel
07415322794

BACHMANN 00
gauge diesel pack ref
31-326A Class 105 2
car diesel unit in BR
Green with “speed
whiskers”. DCC
ready, immaculate
condition, test
run only otherwise
unused ¢ / w
original ~ box and
manufacture’s
instructions. £70 Tel
07415322794

STRIMMER, Petrol,
excellent  condition
£90: Telephone
07819 472885

BLACK wrought iron
slimline wall mirror.
Frame made up of

Please call us on 01905 822799 for an CEILING light three | black decorative
appointment. spotlights£10  ono leaves. 39” long x 12
IT IS AN OFFENCE, LIABLE ON 07764850808  Text wide approx: £4.00.

CONVICTION TO AN UNLIMITED FINE, only Tel: 07934132759
UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING STANDING lamp with | LADIES M & S
ACT 2003 TO KNOWINGLY OR RECKLESSLY three bulbs £25 ono | classic fully lined
MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT IN, OR IN 07764850808  Text | summer jacket with
CONNECTION WITH, AN APPLICATION X hahi hood.
only ¢ ood.
TABLE lamp with | Light  turquoise.
T d t two bulbs matching Hardly worn. Size 12.
0 daveruse standing lamp £10 ﬁg&glfcfr:effggg

1

call om0 TOABS0808 |t 07934132750
_extonly (e e
MIRROR 40" x | PEBENHAMS  king
n‘ 5 27 2857 £10 ono size duvet cover.
- Polyester / cotton.
07764850808 Text | pagtel shades of blue

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

MIRROR 25.5” x21.7”
£5 ono 07764850808
Text only

SIX bags of mixed
clothing, Ladies,
Gents & Children
suitable for Boot
Sale £10 a bag
0121 474 6174 or
07760437180

20 fishing barbless pole
rig’s mixed hand tied
in max case 0121 628
9184

& white pinstripe.
Brand new, wrong
size bought, so never
used! £9.00. Tel:
07934132759
ROCKING horse
(Mamas & Papas)
with reins, saddle
& stirrups. Height
from floor to saddle
28”. Very good clean
condition. Collection
only. £45.00. Tel:
07934132759

BBQ 01527 465036

WANTED
—

WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 251643

WANTED
——

RECORDS WANTED

Cash paid

Call Paul or text: 07765 142354 /
01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)
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TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.directory247.co.uk
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BUILDERS
—

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
=

45\ My Clean Gutters

Freephone: 0800 01063373
IO} Birmingham: 0121 652 0374
ool Redditen: 01527 900 787
=} mosile: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk

mycleangutters777@icloud.com

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH
DECORATORS

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs
40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmith@live.co.uk

07341 663 655 - 1421 836201

GMMOMLEXFERMWL’

GARDENING
SERVICES

'y z -
Dragonfiy
GARDENING
Specialists in plant care and pruning
 Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming
¢ Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture
with a local major Garden Centre
Registered Waste Carrier
CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

JEFS

e
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing,
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104

www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GRASS CUTTING

COVERING REDDITCH,
STUDLEY & BROMSGROVE

No job too small
Locally based

can 07599 270652

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing « Slabbing * Conifers
Hedge Work

CLEARANCE

Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds * Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped * Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

o _ Email:
jamietaylor@ijtstreeandgardens.com

KITCHENS
—

S.w
INSTALLATIONS

REMOVALS/

STORAGE
—

PLUMBING
—

P'umbl-"ix

— Solutions —

Proud To Serve Our Local
Community
Your Reliable, Friendly Experts
* Emergency Plumbing
¢ Plumbing & Heating
¢ CCTV & Drain Jetting
* Repairs & Maintence
* Home Care Plans
Were Just A Call Away....

Mobile - 07415 066 381
Landline - 01527

MAN WITH A VAN REMOVALS

e

House moves local & long distance
Collection and delivery
Single items to full van loads
House Clearances
of unwanted
Waste Carrier No: CBDU69835
T:01527 514 666 M:07843 854 289
ManWithaVanRemovalsRedditch.co.uk

BEST LEAVE
ITTO THE >

Cr_le(_:k out our
Classified pages!
ROOFING
|

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

No job too big
0% urr or too small
Fully
AI.I. ROOHNG guaranl;eetlll and
REPAIRS Wnﬂer_l quotes
available

Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
g, Lead Work, Chimneys,
Fascias, Soffits,
wae=r¢ Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

Mobile: 07467159012
Office: 01927962 972

info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING
—

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS
.Azl‘:liu:l; mm (Redditch) LTD

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and
ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled

* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

@

TREE SURGEONS
—

TREE & LANDSCAPE

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

* Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

JONE: 0800 747 1704 « 01527906517
treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com
wiw treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk

FOUSON L0 §¢

Contact us today

LLS ROOFEF

JILDING

SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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Appointments

www.careerfinder247.co.uk TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

FLAIR o DISCIPLINE « ACADEMIC RIGOUR E
SCHOOL dEe® PREP + PRE-PREP o NURSERY
FOUNDEn s BROMSGROVE SCHOOL
Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day School L.
well situated in the South Midlands with excellent facilities We currently have opportunities at
NEVER TOO FAR AWAY WINTERFOLD HOUSE SCHOOL for

set in 100 acres of attractive grounds
From September 2026

SR
T DRIVERS

(PART-TIME 3 HOURS PER WEEK, TERM TIME EACH

SEND TEACHING
ASSISTANT

(Fixed term appointment)
We seek a qualified SEND Teaching Assistant (Level 3) to join

ACADEMIC YEAR PLUS SATURDAY FIXTURES) Full and part time drivers required for home to our team here at Winterfold House School to support pupils
i ith th i hi hei ial.
SPORTS COACH school contracted transport. Competitive rates of With the opportunity to achieve their potentia
e » . Monday to Friday (3 days a week 8.30 a.m.-4.00 p.m. and
Girls’ Football pay and flexible WOl'klng hours. two days a week 8.30 a.m.-6.00 p.m.), term time only. Fixed
(PART-TIME 3 HOURS PER WEEK, TWO TERMS EACH . “ o term commences 01.09.26 and ends 31.08.27.
ACADEMIC YEAR PLUS SATURDAY FIXTURES) Con‘_lp_any vehICIe_ provu_:led 4 and full _aSSISta_nce Full details and application forms are available on the school
We seek enthusiastic coaches with a passion for their sport and obtalnmg your prlvate hire licence will be given. website www.winterfoldhouse.co.uk
the ability to inspire players. . losii fo ] licati P
Full details and application forms are available on the School For further details please call c osmMg:na:: t::taju:zpzlgza;mns s
website: www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk 01 521 6 0 n u 0 % Y )
. V- The School is c itted to safeguarding and ing the welfare of
Closing datt.a for all applications Monday Ist June 2026 children and young peop7e. ®

The School is to sdf ing and pi ing the welfare of children and
young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening
including checks with past employers and the DBS.

Require the fO"OWing i.n the Redditch, www.taurustaxis.co.uk
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Kidderminster areas Salary or Pension?

Pal'l Time Then we could Help !
Drivers DRIVERS

Transporting children to school. REQU I RE D

Vehicle provided.

—ALSO -
Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
Passenger We also require
- PSV DRIVERS
ASSIstants with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.
Part time hours with or For Further Details Please Call

without experience. 0777 3 022 239 thl"l" : \'I)Vll":"):;,, :vfe

Contact 07399 848 639 recruitment ads

2 3 throughout our
Bullivantinedia titles, both in

H Applicants must be willing to undergo child protection screening including
or emal' W checks with past employers and the Disclosure Barring Service.

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

UP LIMITED

Woeangmti ; ~ stardard Standaid
GREAT LOCAL ; L o OBSERvEr
@ L Server it e

COVERAGE ¢ -5 g L : ne Kell 8;:;32:
gﬂm[g@ \ AN i \\\ £ 588749 MalvernObserver..t WorcesterObserver.. &
Giivan Bullivantedia
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Merc to debut new AMG coupe

MERCEDES is redefining
performance we the new
AMG GT four door Coupé.

With extreme power, enormous
continuous performance, highly
precise driving dynamics, and a
thrilling AMG intensive driving
experience, the four-door sports
car catapults performance and driv-
ing pleasure to a new level.

It is based on the high-perform-
ance AMG.EA architecture and con-
sequently underlines Affalterbach’s
pioneering spirit with numerous
world firsts.

Central to this is a newly devel-
oped drive concept, strictly designed
for high performance, which is
being used for the first time in a

series-production EV. It utilises
a new, highly innovative electric
motor technology, so-called axial
flux motors, combined with a high-
performance battery.

The result is a drive unit that
not only impressively delivers peak
power but can also call upon it
repeatedly and continuously, there-
by shifting the benchmark in the
high-performance segment.

Mercedes-AMG demonstrated the
capability of this technology last
year, the technology demonstrator
sprinted over 40,000 kilometres in
seven days and 13 hours - liter-
ally driving ‘around the world in
eight days’ — and pulverised a total
of 25 long-distance records in the

process. Customers will be able
to choose between two powerful
powertrains at the start of ordering
in the coming days: the Mercedes-
AMG GT 63 4-Door Coupé and
the Mercedes-AMG GT 55 4-Door
Coupé. The models’ pricing will be
based on comparable predecessor
vehicles.

Ola Kaillenius, Chairman of the
Board of Management, Mercedes-
Benz Group AG said: “T've driven
the new AMG GT 4-Door Coupé
myself many times — and it genu-
inely stands out. It pushes perform-
ance to new limits and delivers the
emotion our fans expect — now in
the electric era.

“From my time at AMG, I know

how highthe baris set in Affalterbach. packed with pioneering innovations
With this first model on the new that enable previously unimaginable
AMG.EA architecture, we don’t just driving performance.
meet it, we move
it.”

Ola Killenius,

carman ol | SELLING YOUR GAR?
the Board of L]
Management,

WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately

Mercedes-
Benz Group AG
said: “The new
Mercedes-AMG
GT 4-door Coupé
ushers in an
entirely new era.
It is an absolute
high-perform-
ance machine,

Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
07831 245 313
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R
Motorcycles and e FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
scnoters Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB
* Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
Any cc, condition or age, . o Bri « Turfing * Gravelli
i go’od prices paid = Fyeonl 12atd * Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing
Publshed by Gulivant Mecka Group Lid, Webb Houos, All Work Guaranteed for 5 Years - No Deposit Required
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int jues e\ 1 House, e ok a
| Oriord, Grorcne OX2 o?jpope i @ B reeredes Google (€

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

BTCC: ALL four of Team Vertu’s drivers
stepped onto the podium at Snetterton in
the latest round of the British Touring Car
Championship (BTCC).

Tom Ingram, Ricky Collard and Tom Chilton
all secured a top-three finish across the three
races for the Droitwich-based team in Norfolk.

Ingram finished second in race one while
Collard and Chilton finished second and third
respectively in race two.

Andtheteam’s other driver, Nicolas Hamilton,
won the Jack Sears Trophy award for the first
silverware of his motorsport career.

Only drivers without a BTCC podium at the
start of a new season can win the Jack Sears
Trophy.

Team owner, Justina Williams said: “This is
a weekend that really shows what being part of
the BTCC is all about.

“Obviously on the one hand there is some
disappointment that our results could have
been even better, but on the other, we’ve come
away from Snetterton with silverware for every
driver which is a fantastic achievement.

“For Nic in particular, I'm massively proud
that we have helped him to realise his child-
hood dream and it is richly deserved as people
don’t see all of the effort and hard work that he
puts in behind the scenes, never mind when he
is in the car.

“To see members of other teams in tears
when he got out of the car and then celebrated
on the podium was the most amazing thing.

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LA

History for Hamilton
as Team Vertu drivers
all step onto podium

IngramfonjtheJpodium for Tea
PicturelbylDarren Price.**

It was most certainly a very special moment
for us all.

“From a cha.mplonshlp perspective, we know
there is work to do.

Team Vertu made a strong start to the
weekend as Ingram rose to third place on lap
one of the qualifying race where he remained
throughout to gain ground on leader Ash
Sutton who had to retire.

d Ingram then achieved a podium fin-
ish in race one behind race winner Charles
Rainford with Chilton seventh, Collard eighth
and Hamilton 17th.

Ingram surged into the race lead in the
second race only for a power steering issue
and alternator failure to force the defending
champion to retire.

R CHAMPIONSHIP

However, Collard and Chilton rose through
the field on soft tyres to take second and third
and secure a double podium for Team Vertu
behind race winner Sutton with Hamilton down
in 16th.

starred from the back of the grid
in race three and initially crossed the line in

third place.
However, a 10-second post-race penalty for
exc limits saw him drop to eighth

Jjust behind teammate Chilton in seventh while
Collard finished last after he received a 10-sec-
ond penalty for a false start.

Hamilton produced another solid drive to
finish 16th which earned the Vertu driver the
Jack Sears Trophy for the first-ever silverware
of his racing career.

ND VIEWS FROM THE ARE

Hellenic Premier
again for Saltmen

FOOTBALL:
DROITWICH Spa have
discovered which
league they will play
in next season after
the FA released the
National League
System (NLS) club
allocations for steps
one to six.

The Saltmen will
again play in the
Hellenic League

Premier Division in
2026/27 after suffering
a cruel play-off final
defeat last season.

Andy Crowther’s
side almost celebrated
back-to-back promo-
tions only to fall at the
final hurdle against
rivals Worcester
Raiders.

Droitwich can
look forward to local
derby games against
Pershore Town and
Stourport Swifts next
season.

Devizes Town and
Malmesbury Victoria
achieved promotion
into the division from
the step below.

No relegated clubs
have dropped into
the division from the
step above although
Stourport have moved
laterally from the
Midland Football League
Premier Division.

And Cribbs have
received a reprieve
from relegation to
remain in the Hellenic
League Premier
Division next season.

The other teams
Droitwich will come
up against next sea-
son are: Cinderford
Town, Cirencester
Town, Corsham
Town, Fairford Town,
Hallen, Hereford
Pegasus, Highworth
Town, Longlevens,
Mangotsfield United,
Roman Glass St George,
Royal Wootton Bassett
Town, Thornbury
Town, Tuffley Rovers
and Westfields.

The league compris-
es 20 teams.

All leagues are sub-
ject to FA Council rati-
fication.

LANDMARK

LANDSCAPING DRIVEWAYS

* DRIVEWAYS

All Work Guaranteed

wwwlaﬁdmarkdrlveways Co. uk |

Call Free 0800 191 0282 fora

free no obligation quotation. Alternatively, P

call us on Tel: 01905 886549

Checkatrade.com

® Engine tuning

for final MOT
® Cam belt replacement
® Clutch Replacement
@ General repairs
@ Welding
® Servicing

makes & models

® MOT preparation and submission

@ Insurance work welcome
@ Supply and fit all parts for all

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmin‘aham, B45 8NE
0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk




