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2 FIFA World Cup 2026

The greatest

show on turf

just got bigger "%“

HE 2026 World Cup is set to be one

of the most exciting and ambitious

tournaments football has ever seen

as the United States, Canada and

Mexico combine to host 104 ties in
an expanded 48-team format.

With more nations involved and
millions of fans expected to travel across
North America, the competition is set to
redefine the scale of international football
and there are storylines aplenty ahead
of the big kick-off on June 11.

Defending champions Argentina
will arrive carrying the pressure of
repeating their success from 2022 in
Qatar, which saw Lionel Messi finally
achieve his World Cup dream.

The Inter Miami star did limp off
with an apparent hamstring injury on

Il Jamie Barwick

squad littered with talent that puts them among
the favourites. Ballon d'Or winner Ousmane
Dembele and Kylian Mbappe are the star
attractions, but a supporting cast of Rayan

Cherki, Michael Olise, Desire Doue and
Bradley Barcola ensure Les Blues are
certainly ones to fear this summer.
Other traditional powerhouses

Brazil, who are now under the

stewardship of the legendary Carlo

Ancelotti. The Selecao have found
aspot for Neymar in their 26-man
squad, but expect his impact to be
fleeting with their hopes pinned on
how Ancelotti combines their talents.
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Portugal arrive with a stellar roster of players
to fall into the ‘dark horse' bracket as
Cristiano Ronaldo prepares to make his
final outing on football's biggest stage, but
for once not everything falls upon his
shoulders.

Manchester United's Bruno
Fernandes (left) and Old Trafford
team-mate Diogo Dalot feature
in a squad that also includes Par-
is Saint-Germain trio Joao Neves, Nuno
Mendes and Vitinha. Manchester City's

Fabio Capello. He has already made some bold
decisions admitting he prioritised picking a
team of “specialists” over individual talent
after leaving a host of star names out.

There is also intrigue at how well Germa-
ny will do after successive group-stage
exits, with Manuel Neuer coming out
of international retirement to be the
only player left in their ranks from
their 2014 triumph in Brazil.

Die Mannschaft hope a new era
is upon them guided by the rising
talents of Jamal Musiala, Florian
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reaching the knockout stages, adding unpre-
dictability and fresh energy.

The likes of Cape Verde, Curacao, Jordan,
and Uzbekistan will all make their World Cup
debuts and while little is expected of them, just
getting there is an achievement.

Perhaps the eventual winner, though, will
be the one who can adapt to the sweltering
conditions. Fifa has acknowledged that hot
weather could be an issue and has introduced
mandatory three-minute cooling breaks in each
half of every match for the tournament.

And while some critics question whether the
larger format could reduce the quality of the
early stages, fans believe the tournament will
become more inclusive and entertaining.

Overall, the 2026 World Cup has the
potential to become a landmark moment in
football history - a tournament that unites
world-class talent and passionate fans alike on
an unprecedented scale to create a truly
worldwide celebration of the beautiful game.

triumvirate of Bernardo Silva, Matheus
Nunes and Ruben Dias are in and they
could spring a surprise.

The expanded format creates great-
, eropportunities for smaller nations
@ to qualify, too, meaning new stories

Spain will be there come the latter
stages of the tournament and for the
first time in the tournament's history,
head coach Luis de la Fuente has
named no Real Madrid players.

England have turned to a German in
the hopes of finally getting them over
the line as Thomas Tuchel (left)
becomes the first foreign manager to
_ take charge of the Three Lions since

May 25, too, so that could hamper what
will be his sixth and likely final World
Cup appearances.

Also bringing down the curtain after
this tournament will be France's Didier
Deschamps and victory would cement
his legacy as their greatest manager
adding to their 2018 glory.

The 57-year-old took charge of the
national team in 2012 and has picked a

Wirtz and Aleksandar Pavlovic.
Asimilar theme echoes in the
corridors of the Belgium national
team, with their golden generation
now consigned to the history books.
Kevin De Bruyne and Thibaut Courtois i
remain, but new stars must emerge and unexpected heroes will come to
here and the stage is set for Man- the fore this summer. Countries that

chester City's Jeremy Doku. ;(,f have rarely competed at World Cups
w‘ ‘ may finally have their moment of
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FIFA World Cup 2026 3
CET

IT'S WIDE OPEN

ROUP A might be short of one

of football's traditional

powerhouses, but in Mexico,

South Korea, Czech Republic

and South Africa, has all the

ingredients to be one of the
most open across the newly-expanded 48-team
tournament this summer.

The burden of expectation, though, could
weigh heavy on a Mexico side that were poor in
Qatar back in 2022.

Now led by legendary manager Javier
Aguirre, he will need all of his nous to guide
ElTri into the latter stages on home soil with a
squad lacking quality.

South Africa know all too well the dangers of
hosting a World Cup with their last appearance
on the World Cup stage back in 2010.

That yielded a group-stage exit, but it has
been barren on the world stage ever since.
Managed by Hugo Broos, South Africa recently
went on a 27-match unbeaten run and that
consistency and unity will be key for them.

Similarly hoping for safe passage are South
Korea who arguably have the most quality in
the pool, while the Czech Republic are finally
back on the world stage having been a
mainstay in the Euros since 1996.

In Group B, Canada will be sweating on the
fitness of Bayern Munich star Alphonso Davies.
The 25-year-old is expected to spearhead

their charge as the Canucks look to secure a
first-ever place in the knockout rounds, but he
has been suffering with a hamstring issue.

German football expert Raphael Honigstein
said: “I think they'll get him fit, and he'll come
in maybe for the second or third game."

GREAT
scor!
Andy

Robertson ﬁ S

-~ ~

Switzerland will be confident of progressing

beyond the second round for the first time
since 1954 and could shock a few pundits.
Managed by Murat Yakin, they are one of

those sides bracketed under the ‘dark horse’

label.

This will be only Bosnia & Herzegovina's
second outing at the World Cup and they will
have their sights set reasonably high.

In what could be a standout World Cup

for the veteran stars, Edin Dzeko turned 40

in March and will arrive at the tournament in

buoyant mood having just helped his club side

win the 2.Bundesliga title.

For the first time, Qatar have qualified for a
World Cup, coming through a convoluted AFC
phase and are the rank outsiders in the group.

Andy Robertson has admitted that leading
Scotland into a first World Cup since 1998
would rank near the top on his list of feats.

The 32-year-old said: “To take this country to

the World Cup is the hugest of honours."

A28-year hiatus will be ended when the
Scots head out to battle in the US and their
reward is a Group C containing Haiti, Morocco
and five-time winners Brazil.

History also awaits Brazil as Carlo Ancelotti
becomes the first foreign manager in a century
to lead the Selecao in competitive ties. But it
has been a turbulent time for the five-time
winners. They finished just fifth of a 10-team
CONMEBOL group and suffered embarrassing
losses to Paraguay and Bolivia.

Brazil have never gone six World Cup cycles
without lifting the famous trophy, but several
question marks still hang over them.

There are similarly big shoes to fill in the
Morocco ranks, with Mohamed Ouahbi filling
the void left by Walid Regragui.

And he will be sweating on the availability
of Achraf Hakim. The PSG wing-back, who
finished sixth in last year's Ballon d'Or voting,
has suffered a thigh injury.

The minnows of the pool are Haiti, after Les
Grenadiers topped their CONCACAF group -
beating the likes of Costa Rica and Honduras.

This could be Mauricio Pochettino's swan-
song for the US, with speculation mounting the
Stars and Stripes' boss will be heading back to
club football in Europe next season.

He will want to go out on a high as the joint
host nation prepares to stage the footballing
bonanza with Canada and Mexico.

Turkey finished third at the 2002 World Cup,
but have had to wait 24 years to get back on
football's biggest stage, Paraguay are back
at the World Cup for the first time since 2010,
while Australia have never progressed past the
round-of-16 stage.
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Are you looking to
improve or enlarge
your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or driveway
in Coventry, Bromsgrove,
Redditch, Kidderminster, Solihull
and Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We’ve designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not
be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction
and unlike other driveway companies,
with us you pay absolutely nothing

upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save

upto £1000

Tel:
Mob:

0800 3032559
07773 911552

www.drives4u.co.uk

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk
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Everything for the artist at JERREALLCIET FAZ

/\ TR o —
ARTYFACTS
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Match 2: June 30, 10pm
Bromsgrove's art supply specialists
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GROUP B RUNNER-UP QUARTER-FINAL 1 7

WINNER OF GAME 17
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July 14, 8pm - Dallas, USA
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Bromsgrove, B6T BLL}
01527 571449 B SN
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Tree & Landscape Specialists is a trusted, professional company with
a great reputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

* Tree Work - Paving
* Fencing

+ Artifical Grass ﬁ i

ol ° Astro Turf - Patios

Birmingham: 0121 652 0374 www.my-cleangutters.co.uk [RHIIEHETERGLEN 0800 747 1704 -
Redditeh: 01527 900 787 LOZACCTETL Yy p TN L RITOM reeandlandscapespecialisis@gmail.com  www.treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk
Mobite: 07376 915 527 rnpuson Google
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Contact us today
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Joe hits the road
in father’s name

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

A DROITWICH runner is set to
undertake a 220-mile challenge
for St Richard’s Hospice, which
cared for his late father.

Joe Hemming will run 33 to 45
miles every day from today (Friday)
until Wednesday, in memory of his
father, Robert.

Joe is aiming to finish the Severn
‘Way route a year to the day after his
dad died, at St Richard’s.

Today, Joe aims to complete
a 37-mile run, from Plynlimon to
Abermule, and tomorrow he will run
the same distance, to Shrewsbury.

Sunday will take the tireless
fundraiser a further 35 miles, from
Shrewsbury to Bridgnorth and from
there — on Monday — Joe will under-
take the 33 miles to Worcester.

At 43 miles, Tuesday’s run, from
‘Worcester to Frampton-on-Severn,
will be Joe’s longest stretch.

Wednesday’s home straight will
takes Joe from Frampton to Bristol
Cathedral for the final 36 miles.

Joe said: “This challenge is not just
about the miles but about honouring
the strength my dad showed and giv-
ing back to the hospice that support-
ed him, and us, so compassionately in
his final days.”

Joe said training had been tough.

“Managing injury setbacks and
waking up at 4.30am to smash out
half marathons before work has truly
tested me,” he said.

“But along the way, watching the
spring snowdrops appear was an
incredible, quiet reminder of exactly
why I'm doing this.

“As the run draws closer, so does a
massive personal milestone.

“The day I cross the finish line, in
Bristol, will mark exactly 365 days
since my dad passed away.

“In those 365 days, the incredible
team at St Richard’s Hospice has car-
ried on caring for more than 3,000
people in our community, providing
unwavering support to patients and
their loved ones when they need it
most.

“That’s why I'm stepping up to the
start line to give back to the people
who give so much.”

Joe had already raised more than
§2,600 for St Richard’s as The
Standard went to press.

Visit: justgiving.com/page/joe-hem
ming-3 to donate and visit strichards.
org.uk for more about St Richard’s
Hospice.

B Joe Hemming, right, will
undertake a 220-mile run, start-
ing today, in memory of his
dad and to raise funds for St
Richard’s Hospice. s

'St Richard's
Hospice

Caring for life
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Justoiving

Free review service of your existing Will
Protect your home and everything that you have worked hard for
Friendly and experienced local people - Home Visits available

Call us Today 01527 877 313

11, Kidderminster Road, Bromsgrove, B61 7JJ

UK Legal
Awards 2026

news

Teen trio
arrested

THREE teenage boys have been
arrested on suspicion of bur-
glary, after accessing a property
that was undergoing renovation
in rural Droitwich.

The incident, on Thursday,
May 28, prompted police to
issue a warning about trespass-
ing in abandoned or derelict
buildings.

Officers have warned of the
risks and the potential crimi-
nality of entering abandoned
and derelict buildings, which
often contain unstable struc-
tures, exposed wiring, hazard-
ous materials and unsafe floor-

ing.

Such sites pose a high risk of
serious injury from falls, col-
lapsing walls or ceilings and
other environmental dangers.

Responding to incidents in
unsafe environments can also
place emergency services work-
ers at risk.

Entering a building without
permission may constitute crim-
inal trespass or burglary, offi-
cers have warned.

Causing damage to property,
whether intentional or reckless,
can result in charges of criminal
damage.

Insp Lisa Hornberger, from
Droitwich safer neighbourhood
team, said: “We are discourag-
ing people from committing an
unlawful entry and encouraging
parents to speak to their chil-
dren around this too.

“We cannot emphasise enough
that such behaviour can lead to
both serious harm and/or crimi-
nal prosecution.”

The trio arrested were bailed
pending further enquiries.

Avery ‘ Droitwich Mews

CARE HOME

Bakery Box

Every Other Monday | 8am - 11am

Fresh pastries, sausage rolls and takeaway tea or
coffee available to collect from reception. Pop into
Droitwich Mews and enjoy a delicious morning

treat with Bakery Box.

01905 958716 averyhealthcare.co.uk

Mulberry Tree Hill, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 7SS
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Evelyn Jervis and
Isabel Kilpatrick,
Assistant
Teachers at
Redditch lifesav-
ers. s

Rescue
boards
to help
vital

REDDITCH Lifesavers
were excited to try
out their new Rescue 3
boards that were
purchased  thanks
to funding provided
by the town’s Lions
Club.

The boards will be ——
used in the swimming
pool, and for open
water training at lake
and beach venues,
enabling the swim- &
mers to take open
water and paddle
board awards.

Redditch Lifesavers
meet on a Tuesday

= !
e m*‘ Ny

training _ .
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Chance to lead
skills programme

THE LATEST tender opportu-
nity for the ReNEW project is
now welcoming submissions
from interested parties across
Bromsgrove and Redditch.

ReNEW is on the look-out for
someone to deliver the Local
Cultural Sector (LCS) Skills
Development Programme as part
of their wider work across the
two towns.

Part of the ReNEW pro-
gramme, this tender represents
a major cultural scheme to
strengthen creativity, skills and
opportunities across North East
‘Worcestershire.

Funded by Arts Council England
and working with local partners,
the successful candidate will
focus on building skills, capacity,
and resilience within the local
cultural sector. The programme
is likely to consist of delivering
training, networking sessions and
undertaking research.

The opportunity is open to

on Bromsgrove District Council,
Coun Shirley Webb, said: “This
is an exciting opportunity to help
us to invest in the people and
organisations that make our local
cultural sector so vibrant.

“Through this programme
we're not only supporting skills
development, but strengthening
the networks, creativity, and col-
laboration we know already exists
locally.”

The project will focus on devel-
oping sector skills in areas such
as leadership and governance,
communications, event manage-
ment, sustainability and fundrais-

ing.
The ReNEW project has a strong
focus on inclusion, accessibility,
collaboration and creating real-
world support for organisations.
The successful application will
reflect and uphold these beliefs.
Leader of the Redditch Borough
Council and portfolio holder for
leisure and recreation, Coun Matt
Dormer, said: “Culture is at the

oping networks and fostering
collaboration, we're helping to
build a stronger, more sustain-
able cultural sector that reflects
and celebrates the voices of our
residents.”

Chair of Cultural Compact for
North East Worcestershire, Petro
Nicolaides, added: “We know the
strength of our cultural sector
lies in the passion and talent of
the people within it.

“This is a chance to make a last-
ing difference to how culture is
supported and developed across
North East Worcestershire.

“We're inviting ambitious, col-
laborative partners to step for-
ward and help us co-create a
skills programme that responds
to real needs and creates real
impact.”

The deadline for tender submis-
sion is June 22 for work expected
to start July 2026 and last until
March 2028.

All those interested are encour-
aged to visit the Proactis Portal to

evening at Abbey experienced providers, wheth- .o+ ¢ i communities and this ~ see the full details and submit an
Stadium. 3 . er an individual, consortium or tender is about giving it the space  application.

Visit redditchlife- organisation. and support it needs to grow and
savers.co.uk for more Cabinet member for health and 4 -~ Visit this story on our website
information. wellbeing, leisure and culture,

“By investing in skills, devel-

to click through and apply.

Go much more than
self storage

REDDITCH

TECH CENTRE

Repairs & Tuition in Your Home

Local, Friendly, Reliable - Right When You Need It!
Hi, 'm Carl - your local tech expert based right here in Redditch!
Whether you’re struggling with a sluggish PC, a misbehaving
Mac, or just need a bit of help getting online - | come directly to
your home to get things sorted - no stress, no jargon.

Repairs & Support for:

* PCs & Laptops * Apple Macs * Windows Issues
» Software Troubleshooting
1-to-1 Basic Tuition for Silver Surfers
But Everyone Welcome
* Email Setup & Use e« Video Calling
* Home WiFi Setup & Security
* Smart TV Setup & Installation
Local, Independent Business
Fully Mobile - | come to you!
Friendly, No-Nonsense Support

Call Carl on: 01527 509100
or 07887 877911

info@rtechcentre.co.uk
www.rtechcentre.co.uk

X 4 7
- 4 tr

We can help you move house, build an extension or

start 2 new hobby
O

Beyond

Storage_’

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200
hello@beyondstorage.co.uk
Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

issa

. self storage

association
United Kingdom

See
page
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Peter Richardson, centre, opened an highly-anticipated exhibition. s

comedy.

storage for more than a decade.

scene.

the golden era of British alternative

Hosted at the Droitwich head-
quarters of the festival, the Trevor
Rogers Exhibition brings to light an
extraordinary archive of portraits
which had been locked away in

Curated by the late photogra-
pher’s daughter, the collection
offers an intimate, candid look
at the 1980s alternative comedy

The exhibition features iconic
shots of legendary performers
including Mayall and Richardson as
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Final chance for laughs at Rik Mayall fest

THE CURTAIN will come down on
The Rik Mayall Comedy Festival
tomorrow (Saturday) but there are
still more than 100 shows, events
and other activities taking place in
Droitwich before the festival ends.
The popular festival got under
way last weekend and one of
the first events saw Comic Strip
founder and festival patron Peter
Richardson officially open an exhi-
bition of rare, highly anticipated
photographs of comic legends.
The photo collection, available
to view at the festival hub in the
former M&Co building, celebrates

well as Adrian Edmondson, Dawn
French, Jennifer Saunders, Alexei
Sayle, and Nigel Planer, capturing
the raw, anarchic energy of a group
which redefined British television
comedy.

As a long-time collaborator of
Mayall’s, Richardson’s opening of
the showcase served as a fitting
tribute to both the photographer
who documented their rise and the
comedy icons who changed the
industry forever.

Visit rikmayallcomedyfestival.
com for more on the festival and
the remaining shows and events.

Cricket contest
is a smash hit

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE INAUGURAL HB9 T10 tourna-
ment, which took place at Avoncroft
Cricket Club in Stoke Heath, raised
more than £2,000 for The Harry
Bennett Foundation (HB9).

Four teams — Friends and Family; Staff and
Invitational; Harry’s Friends; and Bromsgrove
Cricket Club — enjoyed an afternoon of fast-
paced cricket and fundraising.

Amid glorious sunshine, supporters relaxed
pitch-side, enjoying snacks, ice cream,
refreshments from the bar and a packed
afternoon of the sound of leather on willow.

The event was the brainchild of 21-year-
old Henry Smith, one of Harry Bennett’s
friends. Henry, with Josh and Alfie Bullivant,
helped set up the Bennetts Boots scheme in
2020, following Harry’s sudden death from
sepsis at just 16 years old.

Henry played a key role organising the
tournament, coordinating volunteers, rally-
ing the teams and organising food and an ice
cream vans.

Bromsgrove Cricket Club won the final
with a score of 171 — 13 more runs than

é k 4 «lA e

The four teams who took part in the inaugural HB9 T10 cricket tournament. s

Friends and Family, who finished the match
on 158.

Paul Hutchins was man of the tournament
after scoring important runs and helping the
Friends and Family team to the final.

The funds were raised through entry dona-
tions, HB9 merchandise sales and a raffle
that featured sporting prizes donated by local
businesses.

Following the success of the tournament,
HB9 has confirmed the event will now
become an annual event in its fundraising
calendar.

Henry said he could not thank everyone
involved in the event enough.

“It was a wonderful day of cricket, com-
munity and support for The Harry Bennett
Foundation,” said Henry.

The HB9 Harry Bennett Foundation was
created in memory of Harry, to help people,
through the power of sport.

‘Whether supporting individuals or teams,
taking part or watching, the foundation
works to ensure more people can experi-
ence the life-changing physical and mental
benefits of sport.

Visit justgiving.com/charity/hb9 for more
about the charity, to support its work and to
make a donation.

HARRY BENNETT
FOUNDATION

) s o 4 " 4
rewds A i A/
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. GLAZING
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A FRIENDLY, HONEST &
l & REPAIRS  RELIABLE SERVICE...

Have your double glazed
units misted up?

WE CAN REPLACE THEM
Call us for a free quote

Locks
Hinges

Don’t despair
elp is here!

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Mirrors
Misted Glass
Safety Glass
Decorative Glass

Cat Flaps in Glass
Conversatory Repairs
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
UPVC Windows, Doors &
Conservatories

Log Burner Glass Supplied

UPGRADE
YOUR OLD
Uu.p.u.c.

WINDOWS

We can replace your existing glass
with Energy Saving Glass & refurbish
your frames at half the cost of new.

SUPPLIED
& FITTED,
—

Patio Doors French Doors
Front Doors

Card payments accepted R/ A1}
call Jon on 01927 857 786

Back Doors
Composite Doors

or 07931198 152

Longbridge

Cladding & Roofing Lid
A local team you can trust

SPECIALISTS IN
ALL ASPECTS
OF ROOFING

Longbridge
Jadding & Roollng L1d
Aot yus 612 0Ll

New Roofs - Roof Repairs - Flat Roofing
Fascia, Soffits & Guttering - Cladding
Moss Removal Chimney / Ridge Tile Repointing
Local References Available - Free Quotations

For a FREE quote, contact the local
company you can trust

Birmingham - 0121 667 8938
Redditch - 01527 906 586

Park House, Bristol Rd South, Rednal,
Birmingham B45 9AH
www.longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
sales@longbridgecladdingandroofingltd.co.uk
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The exhibition on the renowned Speedwell Bicycle Club was
launched at the Norton Collection Museum on Sunday when
there was free entry for cyclists. Picture by Jo Slade. s

Residential Park Homes * Over 50’s ® One Pet Welcome

Are you ready to live
the rural dream at
Homelands Park?

SHOW HOME

WE INVITE YOU

to our beautiful countryside park and
see for yourself!

SHOW HOMES AVAILABLE

to purchase or plenty of

PLOTS FOR YOUR CHOSEN
PARK HOME

Private fishing lake, allotments, woodland

& country walks on your doorstep in a safe
environment and friendly community.

Visicors
Welcome to chis |

A SPECIAL exhibition to cele-
brate 150 years of the Speedwell
Bicycle Club has gone on dis-
play at the Norton Collection
Museum in Bromsgrove.

The Speedwell Bicycle Club was
founded in 1876 in Edgbaston.

It was named after Speedwell
Road where the first meeting took
place and among the early mem-
bers were Sir Alfred Bird, founder
of Bird’s Custard Factory, James
Baldwin JP and the Earl of Dudley.

They were keen to be part of the
bicycle boom which began with the
Penny Farthing and gained momen-
tum following the Safety Bicycle’s
introduction. This new invention
by John Kemp Starley in the 1880s
established the foundation for the
modern bicycle design, featur-
ing equal-sized wheels and chain

THE BOATHOUSE

AT ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE

drives.

ROWING BOATS

'SWAN PEDALOS

Y
DOGS WELCOME ON OUR

SWAN PEDALOS & ROWING BOATS

arrowvalley.co.uk
BATTENS DRIVE, REDDITCH, B98 OLJ
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Bromsgrove’s Town Crier, Kevin
‘Ward, himself a keen cyclist, is one
of the few remaining members of
the Speedwell Club.

He holds the club’s archives and
is curating the exhibition at the
Norton Collection Museum.

Among the artefacts on display
are many original trophies, pho-
tograph albums, memorabilia with
fascinating facts about cycling and
past editions of the club magazine.

From its early days, the cub was
a touring and a racing club, with
plenty of competitive spirit.

In 1883, two 24-hour rides were
organised - one for bicycles, one
for tricycles which was won by
Sir Alfred Bird who covered 221.5
miles.

The club’s popularity increased
into the 1900s, but was curtailed by
the two World Wars.

In the 1960s, an Open 50 Mile

Mountain Trial launched and contin-
ued for many years, along with the
time trials and night rides.

Regular club meetings were held
at Wythall Parish Hall.

The exhibition opened on Sunday
with a celebration event, along
with a short ceremony with local
dignitaries, including newly elect-
ed Bromsgrove District Council
Chairman, Coun Josh Robinson,
Bromsgrove Court Leet Bailiff
Robert Spittle, Reeve Jonathan Till
and Speedwell Club President Roy
Male who cut the celebratory cake.

Bike enthusiasts and local cycle
club members from Bromsgrove,
Redditch and surrounding areas,
were encouraged to ride to the
museum and anyone arriving by bike
on Sunday was given free entry.

The exhibition will run at the
Norton Collection Museum until the
end of August.

FORIKAYAK
PADDLEBOARD)
SESSTONS
THROUGHOUT.
(JUNE!]

SCAN HERE
AND MAKE A
DAY OF IT!

ARROWVALLEY.CO.UKR

ARROW VALLEY
VISITOR CENTRE
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open water =

Lifesaving club members are temporar

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

DROITWICH Spa Lifesaving Club
is urging families to think about
water safety after the open-water
death toll rose to 13 during the
UK’s record-breaking May heat-
wave.

The club, affiliated to the Royal Life
Saving Society UK (RLSS UK), said those
deaths had brought into sharp focus why
teaching young people to be safe in and
around water cannot wait.

Temperatures broke records across
England and Wales during the bank holi-
day week, reaching 35.1C at Kew Gardens
on May 26 — the hottest May day ever
recorded. Many of the open-water victims
had entered rivers, lakes or reservoirs to
cool down, unaware of how cold water
remains below the surface.

|Iy tralnmg at Droitwich Lido. s

“Warmer weather unfortunately sees
an increase in accidental drownings,”
said a spokesperson for Droitwich Spa
Lifesaving Club. “Water temperatures
remain very cold despite increased air
temperatures and cold water shock can
make swimming difficult.”

The RLSS UK warned, when air tem-
peratures reach 25C, accidental drown-
ing rise fivefold.

Jim Bridge, from the Water Safety
Partnership, urged anyone in difficulty
in open water to use the ‘float to live’
technique.

Speaking on BBC Radio 5 Live, Jim
said: “Lie on your back with your head
back, with your ears submerged, use your
arms and legs to stabilise yourself and
just let your breathing come back to a
normal breathing pattern.

“When you are feeling confident that
your breathing is normal, you can shout
for help or swim to save yourself.”

‘While Droitwich Spa Leisure Centre
has been undergoing a refurbishment,
the lifesaving club has been training at
Droitwich Lido, giving younger members
experience of open-air swimming, learn-
ing about water conditions, safe entry and
exit, and how to stay calm in unfamiliar
environments. The leisure centre is due to
reopen in September.

The lifesaving club runs the RLSS UK
Rookie Lifeguard Programme, covering
first aid, rescue skills, communications
and hazard awareness — as well as swim-
ming — for children aged nine and above.

Lifesaving club training takes place on
Sunday evenings at 6pm.

Families with children aged nine or
over who are interested in joining the
club are urged to get on the waiting list
now, as places are limited.

Email the club at info@droitwichlife
saving.org.uk or visit: droitwichlifesav
ing.org.uk for more information.
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Court date for man
over shootings

A MAN will appear at
Birmingham Crown
Court this month in con-
nection with a shooting
in Northfield.

Zion St Juste, aged 21
and from Birmingham,
appeared at the city’s
magistrates court this
week for his first hear-
ing.

He has been charged
with two counts of
attempted murder and
two counts of possession
of a firearm with intent.

The charges followed
reports of a man being
shot in the hand in
Brook Lane on May 14.
The man sustained inju-

ries which were not life
threatening.

A gun was also fired
on Gorsymead Grove
at around 4.30pm on
Thursday, May 28.

A man received non-
life threatening gunshot
wounds to the leg in that
incident and was taken
to hospital.

St Juste will appear
at Birmingham Crown
Court on June 29 for a
plea and trial prepara-
tion hearing.

A 25-year-old man
who was arrested has
been released on bail as
West Midlands Police’s
enquiries continue.

Have a say on plan

RESIDENTS can have
their say on Droitwich’s

neighbourhood plan
when a consultation
about the document

begins on Monday.

A six-week consulta-
tion about the plan -
which will seek to guide
town centre development
in Droitwich Spa - will
run until July 20.

Paper copies of the
draft Droitwich Spa
neighbourhood plan will
be available to view at
Droitwich Spa Heritage
Centre and at the town
council offices, at St

Paper and electronic
response forms will also
be available on Wychavon
District Council’s web-
page.

The planning docu-
ment, when completed
and if approved by vot-
ers, will inform planning
and development deci-
sions within the town
until 2041.

The neighbourhood
plan will also set out
a vision, objectives and
policies for Droitwich

pa.

Visit wychavon.gov.
uk for more information
and to view the plan.

Garden Services
¢ Grass Cutting
v Gutter Cleaning

v’ General Garden
Maintenance

v vy Removal
v/ Garden Waste Removal

v Man/Wood Chipper
Hire

DEAN SIMPS

COUNTY TREE SURGEON

Richard’s House.

& GARDEN SERVICES
Your local, NPTC & Lantra Certified tree surgeon

County Tree Surgeons have been
trusted tree surgeons in Redditch
and the surrounding area for over 15
ing in_tree reduction
and removal. A family run business
with-- values to match, providing
services for all aspects of tree work.
We offer free quotes and estimates
and are available for 24/7 call outs.

years, speciali

www.countytreesurgeons.com

v Fencing
v Hedge maintenance
v Storm damage work

v Fast clean service

v Free estimates
v Fully insured

v All work carried out to BS3998
standard

Tel 01527 404240 | Mobile 07969 895316

v All aspects of tree work undertaken
v Specialist in tree removal/ reductions

v Tree stump grinding service
v Conifer trees toppedor felled
v Call out work
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PlumbFix

— Solutions —

“2 L0cAL PLUMBING
YOU CAN

PROUD TO SERVE e
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY =5

EMERGENCY
PLUMBING

PLUMBING &
HEATING

CCTV &
DRAIN JETTI

REPAIRS & N
MAINTENANC

HOME CARE

e LANDLINE _
01527 332 488 |

FRIENDLY
EXPERTS

07415 066 381

RELIABLE
SERVICE

LOCAL
PLUMBERS

B Info@PlumbFixSolutions.couk | €D www.PlumbFixSolutions.co.uk

THE Wythall and Hollywood Fun Run
returns to Wythall Park on Sunday, with
runners gearing up to put their best foot
forward.

To help the event run smoothly a number
of road closures will be in place on the day
and the fun run team are keeping disruption
to a minimum for drivers by closing the roads
for a minimum time from 9am to 12.30pm.

Roads affected are Baccabox Lane,
Batemans Lane, Bell Green Lane, Dark Lane
Headley Heath Lane, Icknield Street, Middle
Lane, Packhorse Lane, Silver Street and
‘Wilmore Lane.

Roads will be fully open at 12.30pm. The
event includes a 5k, 10k and Families on
Track 5k relay race.

It will also be a wonderful family fun day
with lots going on for all ages, including a
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Roads will be closed to ensure the day runs smoothly for all runners. s

Best feet forwards

BBQ, bouncy castles, food stalls, ice cream,
bar, archery, bowls, tennis, and a licensed
bar.

Acorns Children’s Hospice is the official
charity partner for the race, and David Lloyd
Clubs Solihull Cranmore and Bromsgrove are
the main sponsor of the fun run.

The community event is a partnership
between Wythall Community Association
together with Olympic Medallist and World
Champion runner, Steve Cram’s Events
of the North Team and is supported by
Worcestershire County Council’s Public
Health team.

If you want come along to support and
enjoy the festival atmosphere, there is still
time.

Visit wythallhollywoodfunrun.org.uk for
more information.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

loorg

Home service
Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

<+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

< Fully qualified insured fitters

« Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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BOA place is a
dream come true

A STUDENT at a Droitwich
theatre school is celebrating
after earning a a place at
the prestigious BOA Creative,
Digital and Performing Arts
Academy in Birmingham.

Matthew Sidwell, 14, who
attends SJ Theatre Arts Academy
for singing and vocal lessons,
will start at BOA next academic
year. He was chosen after a suc-
cessful audition day.

Matthew said: “It's a dream
come true to be able to go to
BOA and I can’t wait to start in
September.

“I want to thank everyone
who has helped me achieve this
goal.”

Matthew’s parents, Claire
and Ben Sidwell, added: “We
are immensely proud of what
Matthew has achieved and so
excited to see where his acting
journey will take him.

“Stuart and also all the team at
Star Project have played a huge
part in helping him achieve his
dream of going to BOA.”

Stuart Inglis, principal and
director of SJ Theatre Arts
Academy, said: “We are all
extremely proud of Matthew’s achievement
and we wish him every success for the
future.”

SJ Theatre Arts Academy is a not-for-profit
CIC (Community Interest Company) for chil-
dren aged three and upwards and adults, is
based at Droitwich Community Hall.

It continues to support and inspire young

performers across the region, providing

opportunities in singing, acting, and musical

theatre for students of all ages and abilities.
Visit sjtheatre.org for more.

Matthew Sidwell, who attends SJ
Theatre Arts Academy, is heading to
BOA in September. s

R

PAGE 11

NG EDWARD

OPEN MORNING

SATURDAY 27TH JUNE 2026 9.00AM - 12 NOON

Current Year 5 students and their parents are invited to attend this Open Morning for Year 7 Entry
in September 2027. You will be given an opportunity to look around the School and meet staff
and students and gain a flavour of what a K.E.S. education has to offer.

Please also visit our website at www.kes.net/admissions for our Virtual School Experience.

The Headmaster will speak at 9.15am and 10.15am in the Levi Fox Hall

“King Edward VI school is a rich and vibrant community. Pupils thrive at this school” OFSTED

e rEs Chapel Lane, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 6BE muﬁ‘m
t: 01789 293351 e: office@kes.net
e, w: www.kes.net T

Regrettably there will be no parking available on the School site.

CARPETS

7

<

//é{////ﬁ% F /7

Un|t4 Brockhlll Works, Windsor Road Reddltch B97 6DJ
Tel: 01527 61906 Email: info@windsorcarpets.com

Web: www.windsorcarpets.com
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Dangerous debt

A REDDITCH charity that offers free debt help says
it is becoming more difficult to repay ‘dangerous
debt’.

Christians Against Poverty (CAP), working with
Oasis Christian Centre, provides free debt advice to
local people struggling with the cost of living

A landmark report from CAP reveals families in
the West Midlands coming to the charity for help
face an 11-year battle to clear their debts as costs
continue to rise.

Redditch CAP Debt Centre manager, Emma
Marshall, said: “It’s become much more difficult for
families to repay their debts over the last decade
with only a quarter of CAP clients now able to do
so in a suitable time, compared to 40 per cent back
in 2014

“Living in spiralling debt is dangerous.

“It often results in families unable to afford
healthy food, living in cold, damp unsafe properties
and facing isolation, anxiety and depression.

“But we know poverty can be beaten.

“By walking alongside people through their
toughest storms, churches working with Christians
Against Poverty are restoring hope and building the
long-term financial resilience our region needs.

“To tackle poverty in Redditch it will take more
people to get involved - we can all contribute and
make a difference.

“Please consider joining us and supporting our
work so we can stop poverty in Redditch together.”

Email Emma at emma.marshall@capuk.org for
help and support.

' Having a change
round? Then give

NEWHME us aring before you fling
We collect re-usable good quality furniture to
either be given FREE to households who are in

need or to be sold at our showrooms at
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Blue Cross praises role
of Voltr helpers

THE BROMSGROVE Blue
Cross has been using
Volunteers Week (June 1
to 7) to thank those who
give up their time to care
for homeless animals.

The charity is also calling on
local animal lovers to find out
more about volunteer oppor-
tunities including becoming a
volunteer foster carer.

Last year the rehoming
centre on Wildmoor Lane,
Catshill, helped nearly 2,000
pets.

So far this year, the team
has already helped nearly
1,000 pets.

Christine Tilt, 72, has been
fostering for Blue Cross for
four years.

She said: “I was at a cross-
roads - I had lost my own dog
and was in desperate need of
a dog as a companion and to
give me a reason to get up
each day.

“I didn’t want a dog full time
I couldn’t commit to that so I
started to foster.

“Four years and 25 dogs
later I feel really fulfilled I
have made new friends and
being part of a team I feel
included and given a purpose
in life.”

belonged.

“Giving up my time to be
with the animals and support
the charity felt like the most
natural thing to do.

“Over the years I have given
as much time as I possibly
could.”

She added some time it was
up to three to four days, other
times just a few hours.

“But whenever I am at Blue
Cross, my heart and my hands
are fully there.

“I don’t measure it in hours,
because to me, bemg there is
a part of who I am

Laura Coveney,
Bromsgrove’s Blue Cross
centre manager, said: “We
are so grateful to all of our
volunteers like Christine and
Samina.

“We know they find the
experience incredibly reward-
ing and some even say it has
been life changing, for both
themselves and the pets they
have helped.

“We're seeing a real hidden
pet welfare crisis in the UK,
with more pets and people
needing our help.”

She wurged anyone who
could volunteer at the Blue
Cross to visit: bluecross.org.

Samina Araf, 59, has volunteered at

Foster carers receive full training and the Bromsgrove Blue Cross since 2009,
all costs, including travel, are covered by  helping to volunteer in the on-site catter-
ies and with fundraising activities.

1 Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR uk/volunteer to find out more.

01527 882410 Samina Araf has volunteered at

Blue Cross and there is full support and :
www.newstarts.org.uk guidance throughout. She said she knew it was where she ‘2':)%93 rngQrove Blue Cross since
? ARTRIX THEATRE BROMSGROVE
WHAT’S ON AT ARTRIX
19:30
LIVE MUSIC:

5" JUNE: THE CARPENTERS EXPERIENCE
6" JUNE: EVERLY BROTHERS BY CANDLELIGHT
19™ JUNE: BEEGEES YOU SHOULD BE DANCING
26™ JUNE: I'M EVERY
4™ JULY: SOUND& V[ ION RIBTE TO BOWIE
10™ JULY: BLON STHE US C OF BLONDE)
1™ JULY: G2 DEFINIT
23'“’ JULY: ULTI IS EXPERIENCE
ULY: DESPERADOS EAGLES
6" AUGUST: 50 YEARS OF FENDER
3% SEPTEMBER: THE JEFF BECK EXPERIENCE
4™ SEPTEMBER: LUKE COMBS EXPERIENCE
6™ SEPTEMBER: A NIGHT IN KILKENNY
10™ SEPTEMBER: SIXTIES EXPLOSION
12" SEPTEMBER: CLASS OF 55 (HISTORY OF ROCK N ROLL)
13™ SEPTEMBER: THE STROY OF JOHNNY CASH & JUNE CARTE

EVENT CINEMA:
25™  JUNE: NT
DANGEROUS

LIVE: LES LIAISONS

More National Theate Live, Royal Opera House Live,
Cmﬁma Live and more to be announced in the next two
weeks!

RETONES

THE UK’S #1SHREK TRIBUTE BAND
ﬁETH DECEMBER 2026 | 7PM

CHRISTMAS SHOWS:
7" DECEMBER: MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE
14"' DECEMBER - MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE
15th DECEMBER - THE OGRETONES

17" DECEMBER - OLLY MURS AT CHRISTMAS
gTRlBUTE) ON SALE SOON'

15T BER - DES COLEMAN & THE ALL
STARS BIG BAND XMAS CELEBRATION

SPONSOR A
=

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK
BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MONDAYS - 10:00-12:00 & 18:00-20:00
TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS: 10:00-12:00

FRIDAYS: 12:00-14:00

SATURDAYS - 1000-1200

(CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS)

FOR MORE INFO ON SHOWS AND CLASSES
PLEASE VISIT: ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

EAT
NE

F Your NAMENS
JEE
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A TRANSFORM YOUR EXISTING
E N S | G N CONSERVATORY INTO A LIVING SPACE

conservatory roor sorutions YOU CAN USE ALL YEAR ROUND

=

S e

: ' Every Ensign conservatory roof is
bespoke. Accurately surveyed &
~ precision built in our own factory.

Large range of lightweight tile colours
U-value up to 0.12, this is better than
current building regulations

Keylite roof windows

Electrics & plaster finish

Cost effective extensions
Large range of designs
LABC approval undertaken
Average build time 4 weeks

Aluminium bi-fold doors

Composite doors CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOURFREE
Liniar window and door systems NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

meximmertcencs. ] 01527 69296

High security PAS 24 locking systems WWW enSig n POOf CcOo.U k

Scan to read our reviews

Trade enquiries welcome P
Supply only options
Installers always required
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED GENTRE
COMFORT YOU CAN TRUST

Your Local Family-Run Retailer for Over 35 Years

Who Are We?

OVER 35 YEARS OF LOCAL SERVICE - Caring for Droitwich homes with
comfort, quality, and a personal touch
COMMITTED TO “COMFORT FOR EVERY CUSTOMER” - Supportive, stylish,
and affordable mobility furniture from trusted British brands.
FAMILY-RUN, FRIENDLY ADVICE - Guiding you to the perfect
Rise & Recline Chair or Adjustable Bed for your home.
MORE THAN FURNITURE - helping make life at home easier, more
comfortable, and more enjoyable for you and your loved ones.

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE, CALL STORE TO ARRANGE
Riser Recliner Chairs

Enjoy comfort, support, and style with our wide
range of quality recliner chairs and matching sofas.
* Choose from a huge selection of fabrics,
leathers, and colours
* Find sizes to suit your home and personal
comfort
» Take advantage of excellent Pre- and After-Sales
Service
* Enjoy discounted prices & VAT exemption
EVETELIEY

Adjustable Beds

Experience effortless comfort and independence
with our range of adjustable beds - designed for
quality sleep and everyday ease.

» Simple, one-touch control
* Available in Single, Double, and Dual models
* Fantastic fabric and headboard options
* Discounted prices & VAT exemption available

Why Choose Us?

v/ FAMILY RUN FOR OVER 35 YEARS
v/ FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICES
v/ TRUSTED & RELIABLE

¢Another Great
Experience -
Fantastic Service
starting in the
Showroom, right
through to delivery
and installation.
Five Star Service!
Fantastic
Products!”’

(L.H. Sept 2025)

¢¢rabulous
Products. Lovely
and Helpful Staff
and Good prices -
what more could
you ask for!*®

(CB August 2025)

CHOICE OF
BACK HEIGHT

CHOICE OF
SEAT DEPTH

v/ FAST LOCAL DELIVERY
v/ TRUSTED BRITISH BRANDS
v HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

¢¢First Class Service
again. Very
reasonable prices
for good quality
furniture. Quick
delivery.
Very Helpful and
Friendly Staff. Highly

Recommend them®’

(MQ July 2025)

I_"_I VISIT OUR DROITWICH SHOWROOM — OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Q@ 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ

facebook

. 01905 796 507

¥eX Info@svfonline.co.uk

I3 Free parking =3 Free Local Delivery X Free Installation < Disposal Available
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SUPERVALUE FURNITURE & BED CENTRE
EXTRA SAVINGS THIS WEEKEND

our Local Family-Run Re

R

tailer for Over 35 Years
TN TanE

fi

i

A l""“., 1
w

KINGSIZE FOR THE PRICE OF A DOU NEW OAK LIVING & DINING noonﬁm STORE = FULLY ASSEMBI.ED”{I‘i
— 1 “W = - “t“il\l_llw

el !

A

S‘l?ehﬁ?;‘ht

MODELS IN STORE

BESPOKE UK MADE SUITES, SOFAS
& CHAIRS IN STORE

|

- g
' HIGHGROVE

4!0“ / 4!6“
DIVAN SET
B | PACKAGE
L DEALS

FROM £399

SN2 i
:’IT: RANGES OF OAK BEDROOM FURNITURE
L e IN STORE

> | 2
XSS
e

LARGE RANGE OF MODELS IN STORE

NEW CORNER GROUP IN STORE RANGE OF SOFA BEDS IN STORE

M W Devonshire| O —
from here .

7% Ly
the Mome of Rel

D i o Harris&{;Spinks : ;
10 here S, ¢ ¢ British Craftsmanship =
VISITOURD

SHOWROOM
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

9 21-29 HIGH STREET, DROITWICH, WR9 8EJ
e 01905 796 507 Info@svfonline.co.uk

f
WHY CHOOSE US ?
3 FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

FURNITURE DISPLAYED OVER SIX FLOORS
X FREE INSTALLATION FRIENDLY STAFF WITH EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ﬁ DISPOSAL AVAILABLE o 5 % %k %k * GOOGLE REVIEWS
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oat Lane, Fveshar

Admission to the show is free for
exhibitors and spectators.

Spectators car parking £3 all day &

www.hamplonferry.com \

1
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The business centre will be démolished to make way for a care home.

Picture by Marcus Mingins 2326008MMR

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

A CONTROVERSIAL plan to demol-
ish a business centre in Hollywood,
to make way for a 65-bedroom care
home, has been approved after an
appeal.

A planning application for a purpose-built,
three-storey, 65-bedroom residential care
home - with associated access, parking and
landscaping for older people — was submitted
to Bromsgrove District Council last year.

The authority refused planning permission
in August, stating there was inadequate safe
access to the site and, given the expected
elderly and vulnerable occupants, there was
no emergency plan.

Another reason given for rejection was the
inappropriate scale, mass and visual appear-
ance of the development, which was judged
not in keeping with the area.

Residents and councillors also hit out at
the plans, saying historic flooding of May
Lane, and an adjacent brook, meant the
development would increase flood risk to
houses on the road.

The developer appealed to the Planning
Inspectorate which has now approved the
application.

Inspector Mr Bromley said a flood risk
assessment (FRA) had concluded the pro-

posed development would not increase flood
risk elsewhere.

Mr Bromley wrote: “In addition, with
detailed hydraulic modelling, the FRA estab-
lishes that, subject to the finished floor level
of the building being 300mm above the
estimated flood levels, the proposed building
would not be at risk of flooding.”

A flood management plan prepared by the
applicant stated that, during a flood event,
residents of the care home could remain in
the building.

However, in instances of a medical emer-
gency, when May Lane and the site access
might be flooded, alternative arrangements
for the safe access and exit of staff, and pos-
sible emergency services, would be neces-
sary, the developer’s report added.

Coun Derek Forsyth, Wythall parish coun-
cillor for the Hollywood ward, dubbed the
appeal verdict a “terrible decision”.

“It is hard to see how the developer intends
to prevent flooding on May Lane,” said Coun
Forsyth. “If anything, it will get worse as the
existing site currently acts as a soak-away
but this will be built on and covered in tar-
mac for a car park, meaning surface water
will add to the flooding.

“This is how it’s going to be from now
on: Councillors and residents put forward
genuine reasons why this care home should
not be built but along comes the government
inspector and gives it his approval.”

/" pound for £ t
\ are the best!

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

—
ey b -

/7> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk

Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm
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OUR'BIG SUMMER
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Slash benefits and net
zero to help business

OUR COUNTRY, under
this government, is liv-
ing beyond its means,
locked in a doom loop
of high spending, high
debt and higher taxes.

This is killing growth,
fuelling inflation and killing jobs,
weakening our economy.

The chancellor claims the gov-
ernment “has the right plan” but
the truth is it is too weak to stand
up to backbenchers and too dis-
tracted by leadership rivals to
act in the UK’s interest.

We need to get our country’s
finances on track, cut taxes and
back business to break the doom
loop and deliver a stronger econ-
omy to get Britain working.

We can do that through a
package of savings worth £47bil-
lion over the next parliament.
Those savings will be delivered
by cutting welfare spending by
§23billion; reducing the size of
the civil service, which will save
&§8billion; cutting spending on
social housing for foreign nation-
als, saving £3.9billion; reducing
the cost of the asylum system
(&3.5billion); abolishing net zero
schemes (&1.6billion); and cut-
ting overseas aid by £7billion.

I have voted for this in parlia-
ment but it has been consistently
voted down by the government.

Under a government led by
Kemi Badenoch, we will intro-
duce our golden economic rule:
for every pound saved, half or
more will go to reduce the defi-
cit and half will go on cutting

Westminster Diary
Bradley Thomas MP
writes for The Standard

taxes or spending to boost the
economy.

We all have to live within our
means, so that should apply to
our government too.

To back business, we will end
business rates for thousands of
high street businesses to build a
stronger local economy here in
Bromsgrove district.

A total of 250,000 retail, hospi-
tality and leisure businesses will
benefit from the relief offered as
a result, delivering substantial
savings which can then be rein-
vested in better premises, more
staff and lower prices, and lifting
thousands out of business rates
altogether. I've also voted for
this in parliament.

And we will cut taxes too. To
reduce the tax burden, a govern-
ment led by Kemi Badenoch will
abolish stamp duty on family
homes and introduce a §5,000
first-job bonus.

While other parties ignore eco-
nomic reality, only my party,
under new leadership, has a plan
to break the doom loop and
deliver a stronger economy to
get Britain working again.

Bradley Thomas
Bromsgrove MP
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~sRiSINg stars

Students from The Star Project took centre stage for the FAMEous Showcase. s

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THE STAR Project Young
Company delighted audienc-
es at Bromsgrove’s Artrix
studio with performances of
its FAMEous Showcase.

The shows featured 16 perform-
ers from the Young Company, the
Star Project Theatre School’s elite,
pre-professional theatre group,
giving each one the chance to
present a solo piece to highlight
their strengths.

The solos were connected
through spoken introductions and
character moments.

The show opened with a high-en-
ergy, 15-minute medley inspired by
the musical Fame, with each per-
former demonstrating individuality

and confidence as they showcased
their crafts and artistry.

From powerful vocal perform-
ances to dramatic monologues and
dance pieces, the showcase cel-
ebrated the wide range of talent in
the company.

Several performances stood out:
Ava O delivered a breathtaking ren-
dition of Maybe This Time, from
Cabaret, while Sienna impressed
audiences with a striking con-
temporary dance performance to
Electricity, from Billy Elliot the
Musical. She used movement and
storytelling to create an emotional
and visually engaging piece.

Maisie delivered a moving mono-
logue from Our Town, performing
with maturity and sensitivity in a
poignant reflection on life and let-
ting go.

Star Project bosses praised the

students’ backstage profession-
alism along with the way they
approached technical elements,
entrances, exits, curtain work and
backstage organisation with a high
level of maturity and focus. They
also highlighted how any minor
stage issues in the first show were
ironed out for the second.

Technical support — lighting,
transitions and sound — was also
done to a high standard.

Four awards were given out:Ava
O won Best Solo Performance,
Ava A took the Best Ensemble
Member title, Millie C won the Star
Quality Award and Maia was the
Adjudicator’s Choice.

Maia was particularly recognised
for her outstanding vocal delivery
in Alto’s Lament and her powerful
performance as Mabel during the
Fame section of the showcase.

ENJOY HALF PRICE.SUMMER MEMBE
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Survey aims to
find out views
on air quality

RESIDENTS across Bromsgrove and
Redditch are being urged to complete a
survey on air pollution and public per-
ception ahead of Clean Air Day.

The questionnaire aims to capture insights
into issues, such as awareness and use of
local air quality tools, lifestyle changes to
improve air quality and communication pref-
erences on the important topic.

‘Worcestershire Regulatory Services (WRS)
is carrying out the poll on behalf of Bromsgrove
and Redditch Councils and is being delivered
in partnership with Worcestershire County
Council.

An evaluation previously carried out in
2024 saw respondents voice concerns about
public health, the environment, urban plan-
ning and quality of life.

This informed strategies to reduce air pol-
lution exposure and promote air quality infor-
mation, including making improvements to
the behavioral change workshops in schools
and community groups.

It is hoped the new survey results will con-
tinue to help make a difference to the future
of work to improve air quality and will see
more engagement with the communities to
achieve this.

Redditch Borough Council’s portfolio-hold-
er for climate and biodiversity, Coun Gemma
Monaco, said: “We need to work together on
environmental issues and not least the quality
of our air which has an impact on the health
of our residents.

“By understanding what lifestyle changes
our residents could make and how we can
encourage this in the most effective way, we
can improve the air that we breathe.”

Based on results, future air quality mes-
saging will be tailored to ensure key stake-
holders can play their part in combating air
pollution.

Bromsgrove District Councillor Kit Taylor,
whose portfolio covers WRS and Climate
Change, said: “The quality of the air we
breathe can impact our health.

“By working together and identifying and
making sensible changes we can make a big
difference.”

Worcestershire County Council’s public
health consultant, Matt Fung, added: “While
we live in a beautiful, predominantly rural
area, air pollution can still affect our daily
lives.

“This survey is a great opportunity for
people to share their views and help us
understand what small changes could make a
difference, whether that’s reducing car emis-
sions outside schools or thinking about how
and when we use solid fuel or wood-burning
fires.”

He highlighted the need of people working
together to find practical, realistic ways to
improve air quality for everyone.

Clean Air Day is on June 18 and the consul-
tation runs until July 31.

Visit worcsregservices.gov.uk/all-services/
pollution/air-quality/ to complete the survey.
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Bromsgrove MP Bradley Thomas with Denise Wetton, Director for Network Rail

Central Route, at Barnt Green Station. s

MAKING LIFE EASIER: THE NEW lifts at
Barnt Green Railway Station have ‘trans-
formed’ access for rail users and made a real
difference to the local community, according
to rail bosses.

The £7.5million investment has provided
step-free routes to all platforms for the first
time, making it significantly easier for passen-
gers to move around the well-used station.

The lifts were installed to help a wider range
of people travel with confidence, including
those with reduced mobility, passengers with
pushchairs, and those carrying heavy lug-

gage.

Denise Wetton, Network Rail’s Central route
director, said: “It's already making journeys
easier and more reliable for a much wider
range of passengers, whether that’s people

with reduced mobility, those travelling with
luggage or families with pushchairs.

“We're really pleased to see the benefits
now being felt, with a more inclusive station
and a noticeably better experience for pas-
sengers.”

Bromsgrove MP Bradley Thomas recently
visited the station and hailed the completed
project as delivering a more inclusive sta-
tion environment and an improved passenger
experience.

He said: “When I was first elected, this was
one of the very first issues I picked up as the
newly elected MP for Bromsgrove.

“As I saw for myself recently, the new lifts
have transformed access at Barnt Green sta-
tion. I'm pleased this long-awaited investment
has improved access for rail users at this
incredibly well-used station.”

" Lunchtime Specials and

Under 60s Menu £10.25
s Tuesday to Saturday

12 noon to 5pm

Golden Oldies also available
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon - S5pm

Mid Week Roast on a Thursday £12.25

3 course Sunday Lunch £19.25 - Sunday 12 noon - 4pm
Full Main Menu Tuesday - Saturday 12 noon - 9pm, Sunday 12 noon - 4pm

Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, B96 6AX Tel: 01527 894213
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Studley Christadelphians

Meet on Sundays at:
STUDLEY INFANT SCHOOL, (Off) HIGH STREET, STUDLEY, B80 7HJ.

And give you a warm invitation to our Bible Talks,
held at 1.30pm every Sunday Afternoon, God willing.

Future topics include:

Date Subject

7th June Is the Bible true?

28th June Peace for our time.

Sth July Have Faith in God.

26th July The World of the future.

2nd August The Importance of Baptism.
9th August Do we need the Old Testament?
16th August What the Bible says about you.

Christadelphians (Brethren in Christ), are a body of individuals united by
their belief in the Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. They do
not claim to have received any new revelation, but rather hold that the Old
and New Testament scriptures are sufficient to make a person ‘wise unto
salvation.” Affirming the divine authorship of the Bible, they reject any
interpretation that fails to reconcile with all the testimonies contained in the
Holy Scriptures. They believe in the personal, visible return of Jesus Christ
to the earth, where He will establish His Father's Kingdom and reign in
power and glory as King, throughout the entire world.

For further information, please visit: www.studleychristadelphians.org

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

WORK has started to transform an
industrial site in Redditch into 72
one-andtwo-bedroomapartments, by
social landlord GreenSquareAccord
(GSA).

The scheme, known as Clive Works — a
nod to the needle factory that once stood on
the site — received planning approval from
Redditch Borough Council last year.

The wider project will see the redevelop-
ment of two roads near Redditch railway
station, delivering 175 social homes.

Town MP Chris Bloore recently visited the
site and welcomed progress on the site.

He said: “I'm proud to see Clive Works
under way on Edward Street. This is about
more than housing - it is about dignity,
security and creating strong foundations for
local families.

“Transforming a derelict industrial site
into 72 modern, virtually-plastic-free social

The Standard, Friday June 5, 2026
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homes tackles our housing crisis head-on
while helping to regenerate the town centre.

“Redditch needs affordable homes and
this §£35million investment delivers exactly
that. I've seen the progress, first hand,
and commend GreenSquareAccord and TR
Partnership Homes for their commitment.

“These homes will change lives and I will
continue working to ensure they deliver the
difference our community deserves.”

Mary Doria, project manager at GSA, said:
“We are delighted to have commenced con-
struction at Clive Works.

“The initial phases of the project involve
clearing the site and ensuring all pre-con-
struction planning conditions are met.”

GSA has appointed Midlands-based con-
struction firm TR Partnership Homes to
deliver the new homes at Clive Works.

Steve Thompson, managing director at TR
Partnership, said: “Clive Works represents
an important regeneration project for the
town, transforming a disused industrial site
into high-quality, energy-efficient homes that
will benefit local people for generations.”

Reddistores Self Storage

REDDISTORES

safe | secure | selfstorage

Redditch

We have a wide range of units in our heated facility ranging
from 25sq ft -380sq ft, with the majority on the ground
floor.

The facility is accessed via key code entry with 24 hour CCTY, plus all
indoor units have their own alarm linked to ADT. The facility and
grounds are well maintained and lit, and offer a safe environment for
customers 7 days a week.

We also offer a man and van service free of charge for two hours, to
help bring your items into storage. Our prices are competitive but we
will price match any other facility quote within 5 miles should you find
it cheaper, plus we offer discounts for long term customers.

SELF STORAGE SOLUTIONS
FOR HOME & BUSINESS

For further Information Call

01527 62308

Weights Farm Business Park,
Weights Lane, Redditch B97 6RG

www.reddistores.co.uk
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Calishbakes & Gallery

At the Barnyard Café

Special offer 1

Afternoon tea for 2
€35
(usual price - £39.00)

ql’ Breakfast
T’! Bnyad H!SO

The Baby Barngard - £8.50

:\1{

Brieche stack - £10.00

Special offer 2

Try any one of our néw

e m—— f or sdusage sendwich (gfa) - £6.50
The Barns | | e
Rural Retail & Business Village oy e ot = 3 oY
N ArtGattery 8. summer salads . —
Gifts |l ™
Come and visit all of i
our local businesses

The big Vegi breakjast - £10.00

foasted’teacake with butter - £2.95 add jam £345

Vegan sausage sandwich - £6.50
Vegan brische stack - £9.50

. N Lunch served frer m - Tuesday to Saturdey
pecial offer «
Garmen rodst Ham, egg & chips (6F)- £12.50

Buy one & get one )2 price e e e
Homemade Savsage roll with salad - £7.50
on any of our sweet treats

The summer salads - £10.50
caesar .

__Sinply sandwiches

Opening Times: " e
qu..«,_..n.m

Monday: CLOSED R - €=
Tuesday to Saturday: 8am - 4pm g@ NIt 9. o i?‘ﬁ

N

Sunday (breakfast only) 9am - 1pm

If you happen to be over 65
then Tuesdays are our 10% off

the entire menu, VIP days!

on Facebook & Insta @dalishbakes - The Barns Village, Hewell Lane, Tardemgge L b8
01527 336998 - booking is advisable =
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THE UK HAS broken long-standing
records for the hottest day and the
hottest night in May by more than two
clear degrees. That is national news.

What they don’t tell you is the rea-
son behind it: a ‘heat dome’, a blocking
extreme-weather pattern holding hot air
from the Azores above a swathe of Europe
for a period of weeks.

Heat domes are a feature of the climate
emergency, what we are doing to the planet
and these events are due to get more severe
and frequent.

The associated problem is drought, with
more than 15,000 homes in Kent left with-
out water on May 28

The Environment Agency has predicted
we will be short of 5 billion litres of water
per day by 2055.

What do we do about all this? Clearly it is
not a simple matter of putting your socks in
the fridge overnight! Opening the windows,
drawing the curtains and planting trees for
shade will not be enough.

The government’s Climate Change
Committee (CCC) has just produced a
report drawing attention to the seriousness
of the situation.

Britain was “built for a climate that no
longer exists” and needs urgent changes to
survive global heating, the report indicated.
‘We must think like a hot country.

Heatwaves are expected to exceed 40C in
all parts of the UK by 2050. Periods of hot
weather will be longer, which could lead to
an additional 10,000 heat-related deaths
every year.

Around nine in 10 UK homes are likely to
overheat.

Without restoring our ecosystems, build-
ing resilience and making climate adapta-
tion a priority across all of government,

Heat-dome drought is
just the first of many

Eco Action

we are playing with the future of our com-
munities.

Preparing is far cheaper than reacting.

The CCC estimates every &1 spent on
adaptation returns around §5 in avoided
harm while the cost of inaction — already
£60bn per year — is on course to reach
£260bn within two decades.

Our current short-term, reactive approach
diverts more of our budget away from vital
services and undermines our ability to
keep the cost of living lower for millions of
households.

The government should implement the
CCC’s recommendations in full.

Most people are blithely unaware of all
this, however.

‘What we really need, as a top priority, is a
public information campaign similar to the
one broadcast during the Covid pandemic.

There is currently a People’s Emergency
Briefing film being screened at around
1,000 locations across the country.

Bromsgrove has its own, first screening
on June 9. Email: PEBteam@ourclimate
conversation.uk for details.

The documentary provides an opportunity
for everyone to understand the situation
and to discuss the effects on our local com-
munity and how we should react.

Visit XIWOres.org. uk/2021/04/24/
bromsgrove-bee-action/ or email:
bromsgrove@extinctionrebellion.uk for
more about Bromsgrove XR.

Bromsgrove Extinction Rebellion
(XR)
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The gym has transformed the former Hughes Electrical store into a modern facil-
ity for the local community. s

Gym sparks fitness fanatics

FITNESS enthusiasts in
Redditch have a new gym
to enjoy with the opening
of Snap Fitness Redditch
this week.

Thegym, thebrand’slarg-
est in the UK and Ireland,
has transformed the former
Hughes Electrical store into
a modern fitness facility for
the community.

Hundreds of members
rushed to the gym on its
opening day with many
queuing to get in and expe-
rience their first workout,
ahead of its 11am launch.

Snap Fitness said mem-

bers will benefit from 24/7
access to exercise to fit
their lifestyle, top-of-the-
range equipment, group
exercise classes, free park-
ing and the ability to use
all of Snap Fitness’ global
locations.

Co-owner Kapil Arora
said: “We're delighted our
opening day is here.

“It's been brilliant to see
all of this come together
and I'm so proud of every-
one that played their part.

“With it being the largest
Snap Fitness gym across
the UK and Ireland, we've

worked hard to provide
fantastic value to our mem-
bers and create a facility
the local community want-
ed.

“We understand setting
foot into a gym can be
overwhelming for some
people but that won’t be
the case here.

“Our goal is to be the
most inclusive gym in the
area so people feel com-
pletely at ease when they
walk through our door.”

Visit snapfitness.com/
uk/gyms/redditch for more
information.

MONSOON

T:01564 829 200
WWW.MONSOON.RE: AURANT

MONSOON

EAT . DRINK . RELAX

T:01564 829 200

\

\

WWW.MONSOON.RESTAURANT

ANY STARTER any MAIN pisH* any NAN OR RICE & TEA or COFFEE**

*(Fish, & King Prawns £3.00 extra per dish) | ** (Plain Coffee)

WEST'MIDLANDQ :
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Running to help
towns’ refugees

VOLUNTEERS will put
their best foot forward
in a fundraising run
for a Bromsgrove and
Redditch charity which
supports refugees who
have made the towns P
their new homes. 3

The runners will tackle the
Run Redditch 10K and Half
Marathon to raise cash for
Bromsgrove and Redditch
‘Welcome Refugees (BRWR).
The organisation has 70 vol-
unteers supporting around
200 refugees seeking sanc-
tuary in the two towns.

The charity provides
friendship and help, rang-
ing from practical support
such as form-filling, advice
and lifts, to DIY, loans and
grants.

The run takes place at
Arrow Valley Country Park
on June 21, the final day of Refugee Week
2026, which has a theme of courage.

The team is Eileen Mawdsley, Bernard and
Penny Sugden, Bob Jefford and Pete Rendell.

BRWR committee member Pete enjoys run-
ning with his friends and has said it helps him
stay active and keep healthy. He is looking
forward to the challenge.

He said: “It’s an opportunity to use my run-
ning to help other people.

“The money will be used to help refugees
settle into their new homes, into their com-
munities and help them become independent
and self-supporting.

BROMSGROVE & I
WELCOMY Rirorrs

“British people have generally always sup-
ported refugees.

“My grandmother helped a refugee family
from Belgium escape the Nazis at the start of
the Second World War.”

Penny added: “I think BRWR is a great char-
ity and we should all support anyone escaping
warzones and unpleasant regimes.”

Visit www.justgiving.com/team/brwr-1 to
donate.

Three of the five charity runners - Pete
Rendell, Eileen Mawdsley and Bob
Jefford - will be stepping out in a bid to
raise funds. s

DORSET HOUSE

Enriching the Lives of
the Older Generation

Set in the heart of Droitwich Spa with
beautiful landscaped gardens and
traditional homely interiors, Dorset
House offers award-winning Residential,
Nursing and Dementia Care.

-
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Avon

SIONAL RELIABLE TRUSTED
avonroofingé@gmail.com * www.avon-roofing.co.uk
PROFESSIONAL ¢« RELIABLE * TRUSTED

New roofs

Roof repairs

Fascias
Soffits

Down pipes

Free Quotalions

Flat roof solutions
*

Chimneys rebuilt
*

Re-bedding

DRY RIDGES

- Al Work Guanauteed

Contact our wonderful team & arrange a tour of our beautiful home:

WWW.DORSETHOUSE.CARE
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by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@
bullivantmedia.com

THIS volunteers’ week,
Worcestershire Acute Hosp-
itals NHS Trust is saying
thank you to the hundreds
of helpers who play a vital
role supporting patients,
visitors and staff across its
sites every day.

Across the Alexandra
Hospital, Kidderminster Hospital
and Treatment Centre, and
Worcestershire Royal Hospital,
more than 300 volunteers give
their time generously to help serv-
ices run smoothly and enhance
the experience of patients and
families.

In the past 12 months, vol-
unteers have contributed more
than 14,800 hours of support

across many areas of the trust’s
hospitals.

To mark the occasion, the trust
is hosting “appreciation stations”
in hospitals, giving staff and
patients the opportunity to share
thanks and recognise the differ-
ence volunteers make.

Throughout the week, members
of the trust board and senior
leadership team will take part in
the ‘walk an hour in a volunteer’s
shoes’ scheme, shadowing volun-
teers in a range of roles and gain-
ing first-hand insights into the
impact they make. They will also
meet volunteers to thank them in
person for their contribution.

Much loved therapy dogs
Olive, Bertie, Casper and Aero
will also be at Worcestershire
Royal Hospital during the week,
as part of their regular visits to
bring comfort and reassurance to
patients, families and colleagues.

The trained dogs are known for
helping to reduce stress and anxi-
ety and are a much-valued pres-
ence for patients.

The trust is keen to wel-
come more therapy dogs, at
the Alexandra Hospital, and is
encouraging anyone with a reg-
istered therapy dog to consider
getting involved and helping to
brighten patients’ days.

Volunteers across the trust
support a wide range of serv-
ices, from welcoming and guiding
patients and visitors to helping
behind the scenes in some clini-
cal areas.

As demand for volunteering con-
tinues to grow, Worcestershire
Acute Hospitals NHS Trust is
introducing new opportunities for
people who want to get involved.

The discharge response service
is expanding, with new volun-
teers invited to join the team at

Worcestershire Royal Hospital. In
this role, volunteers collect medi-
cation from the hospital pharma-
cy and deliver it directly to wards,
helping patients leave hospital
and return home sooner.

Last year alone, volunteers
helped more than 4,000 patients
through this service.

The patient and public forum
is also looking for new members.
Those volunteers work with the
trust to help a journey of con-
tinual improvement by bringing
a variety of experience including
lived, patient, carer, family and
friend’s experiences, which pro-
vide unique and specific knowl-
edge and really helps the trust
to understand patient and carer
perspectives.

A new volunteering role is also
being introduced at Kidderminster
Hospital and Treatment Centre,
where volunteers will support

The Standard, Friday June 5, 2026

A volunteer speaks to a staff nurse. s

=™ 9

patients by making telephone
calls before appointments, offer-
ing reminders and checking
whether any additional support
is needed.

Janet Neate, volunteer manager
at Worcestershire Acute Hospitals
NHS Trust, said: “Our volunteers
make an incredible difference to
our hospitals every single day.

“Whether helping patients
return home sooner, offering
reassurance before appointments
or providing a friendly face, their
contribution is invaluable.

“Volunteers’ Week is a wonder-
ful opportunity to say thank you
and to welcome new people who
want to give their time to support
their local NHS.”

Visit worcsacute.nhs.uk/volun
teers or email wah-tr.volunteers@
nhs.net, or call 01905 733159,
for more information about vol-
unteering.

MONEYWATCH FINANCE | 1 Hagley Street | Halesowen | West Midlands | B63 3AS

Mortgage & Insurance advice you can trust

Peter Hunt Cert CI(MP) Cert PFS CeMap

Peter is a partner at Moneywatch Finance with over 30 years experience in the mortgage/property market, he will

be ahle to advise & guide you through the various mortgage options available to you.*
He has appeared on BBC radio providing listener's with the benefit of his financial knowledge & expertise.
*Moneywatch Finance is an appointed representative of HL Partnership Limited which is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct

Authority.

Advice on all types of mortgages* such as:

@ First time buyers

@ Home movers

@ Remortgages

@ Buy to let mortgages

@ Self build & custom build mortgages

@ Bridging finance

Also advice regarding:

@ Life assurance

@ Critical illness

®© Serious illness cover

@ Long term income protection

*There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will
depend upon your circumstances but will be agreed with you before

proceeding.

@ Property insurance

For more
information,
please call
Peter Hunt on

0121 503 0961
or
07880 900841

e peter@moneywatchfinance.com
w www.moneywatchfinance.com

“Voted Best Mortgage Advisers 2016 - West Midlands™
Wealth & Money Management Awards, by

Wealth & Finance International, Voted

Best Mortgage & Insurance Advisers

West Midlands in the 2020 & 2022

SME Finance News awards.

One of the panel experts for the

Grand Design Live TV Show & in the
Times Vouched for guide to the UK's
top rated financial advisers every year
since 2017.

MENEYWATGH FINANGE

Advice You Can Trust

Peter has been recognised in the Times Vouched For guide to the UK's top rated financial advisers since 2017.

He is also one of the experts on the panel of the Grand Designs Live TV show & will been seen appearing on the
theatre stage providing his financial knowledge for any budding self build or custom builder.

Mortgages | Buy to let mortgages | Life insurance | House insurance | Income protection | Remortgages | First-time buyer mortgages
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units
Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries

Soffits, fascias and guttering Q
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: 0121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Paddington The Musical
Evening Show & London

Departing Sat 17 Oct ‘26,

Sat 14 Nov ‘26, Sat 21 Nov ‘26,
Sat 5 Dec ‘26, Sat 12 Dec ‘26
Marmalade sandwiches at the ready! Come along
to the Savoy Theatre for one of the West End’s
most anticipated shows, Paddington the Musical,
where this loveable little bear arrives in London
from deepest, darkest Peru and embarks on an
unforgettable adventure!

So much included...
* Return coach travel from Redditch, Bromsgrove
* Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside
London {JG3 or JG4 rating) with full
English breakfast
s Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)
¢ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Call 03332 342 514

supplements may apply. Prices correct at print, valid / days. See website for etails.

Subject to T&Cs. Coach holidays BCH/ABTOT protected; air holidays ATOL protected 10889,
Prices per person (2 sharing), subject to availability. Pick up locations, airport selection and room

Reader travel

Northumberland, Hadrian’s
Wall, Holy Island & Alnwick
Castle

Departing Mon 27 Jul ‘26

Explore the very best Northumberland has to
offer on this captivating break! Enjoy excursions
to the famous Roman site, Hadrian’s Wall and the
unique Holy Island of Lindisfarne, two of the most
significant and unspoilt sights in the UK.

So much included...

* Return coach travel from Redditch

* 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle
Quayside (JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast
Guided tour of Hadrian’s Wall

Excursions to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne,
Alnwick Castle, Hadrian’s Wall & Chesters Fort

Optional excursion to Durham (£15pp)

Quote OSG
Visit justgoholidays.com/OSG

Trustpilot
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The food in the
warehouse before
-packaging. s
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An ethical way
to expand

by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

OAKLAND International has con-
firmed a new on-site partnership
between Oddbox and Mindful Chef,
bringing three ‘purpose-led’ food
businesses together to scale sustain-
ably, reduce food waste and simplify
how customers shop.

Food-waste reduction company Oddbox
will operate alongside recipe-box business
Mindful Chef at chilled and frozen food
distributor Oakland’s Redditch site, shar-
ing infrastructure, expertise and low-carbon
operations to create a more flexible, scalable
packing solution as demand grows.

Emilie Vanpoperinghe is chief executive
and co-founder of Oddbox, which sells refill-
able products and ‘rescued’ fruit and veg
which would otherwise be wasted.

She said the tie-up with Oakland and
Mindful Chef was in response to a need for
greater flexibility and long-term growth.

“We’d been thinking about how to build
more flexibility into our packing, something
that could scale with us,” said Emilie. “When

we looked at who could make that happen,
what clinched it was how closely aligned
we are on the things that matter: reducing
waste, sourcing responsibly and building a
food system that actually makes sense.”

The partnership enables Oddbox to
respond to growing customer demand for a
more complete, convenient weekly shop.

Oakland sustainability officer Elinor Smith
said: “Our partnership with Oddbox builds
on our established relationship with Mindful
Chef and reflects a shared commitment to
using business as a force for good.

“We're delighted to have Oddbox join us
on site with Mindful Chef, strengthening
a collaborative relationship between three
like-minded businesses. As all three are
[social and environmental rating] certified B
corporations, this reflects a strong alignment
around sustainability, responsible growth
and delivering positive social and environ-
mental impact.”

The Oakland International site is pow-
ered by renewable electricity, some pur-
chased and some generated by a 990.26 kil-
owatt-peak solar array, helping Oddbox and
Mindful Chef reduce their carbon footprint
and progress toward net zero ambitions.

Berkeleyparks

Proud to be the

www.parkhomeandleisure.co.uk

THE WORLD OF

PARK&LEISURE
HOMES SHOW

11 June (Trade, Parks, Press ‘Preview’ Day)

12-14 June 2026 (Open to All)
NAEC STONELEIGH - CV8 2LH

DISCOVER
YOUR PERFECT
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The Slug and Lettuce in Bromsgrove will be closing. s

Pub trade not
sluggish enough

by Ryan Smith
ryan.smith@bullivantmedia.com

THE SLUG and Lettuce pub in
Bromsgrove will be closing this
month due to “economic pressures”.

The team which runs the pub announced
the news on Facebook, adding the last day of
trade will be on Saturday, June 20.

The property — at 126 to 130 High Street -
has been up for rental for the past year.

A statement by the Slug and Lettuce team,
however, said that plan had not come to
fruition.

The statement added: “Due to the multi-

tude of economic pressures placed upon our
industry, ultimately, we have had to make the
painful decision to cease trading completely.

“We know this will come as just as much of
a shock to you as it did to us.

“Over the years we've hosted and served so
many of you and sincerely hope you’ll help
us make our final days ones to remember by
joining us over the next couple of weeks to
see us out in style.”

Anyone with bookings after June 20 will
be contacted by the Slug and Lettuce chain’s
head office.

Saddened customers reacted on social
media, with one saying: “I've had so many
great birthday nights out and memories.

“It is very sad to see you guys go.”

- Ll :
LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

A Better H

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

ome Starts W ¢

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

PAGE 27

All types of
safety glass.

Energy rated

GLASS - MIRRORS - WINDOWS -
glass units.

We are your local
glass and mirror
suppliers.

We manufacture glass units
of all types in our factory.

Leaded glass
designs.

Greenhouse
glass.

Woodburner
glass.

Stair glass.

Misted units.

Supply and
replace.

Table top
glass.

or give us a call. Sales@studleyglass.com

Vist our salescounter
@ Www.Studleyglass.com

Local Service ~ Lxpert Advice ~ Quality You Can Trust

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886954

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

5 STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
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New contracti

the county

WORCESTERSHIRE’S
efforts to expand and
enhance its electric vehicle
(EV) charging network have
taken a major step forward
with the award of a new con-
tract to deliver significantly
more charge points across
the county.

Working in partnership with
Leicestershire County Council,
Rutland County Council and
Warwickshire County Council,
‘Worcestershire has secured a con-
tract that will unlock £3.5 million
from the Department for Transport
fund, alongside around £13 million
in private investment, to install new
EV charging infrastructure across
the county.

Councillor Tom Wells, cabinet

member for highways and transport
at Worcestershire County Council,
said: “It’s fantastic news that we
now have partners in place to
deliver these electric vehicle charge
points across the county.

“We're another step closer to
delivering charge points where
they’re needed, ensuring high-
quality installations for those who
already own an electric vehicle, as
well as helping drivers to make the
switch to EVs in the future.”

Under the agreement, EZO has
been appointed to deliver at least
64 rapid charge points sockets,
while Connected Kerb will provide
1,700 additional lower-powered
charge point sockets. This will give
EV drivers in Worcestershire access
to a broad mix of rapid and on-
street charging options.

EZO CEO Olle Chatten said:
“This contract is an important step
in strengthening EV charging infra-
structure across the region and
EZO is pleased to be working with
‘Worcestershire County Council and
its partner authorities on this sig-
nificant investment.

“EZO will help deliver rapid
charging that gives drivers greater
confidence and supports the wider
shift to cleaner transport. Our focus
will be on providing a dependable,
user-friendly network that works
for residents, businesses and visi-

tors alike.”
Chris Pateman-Jones, CEO,
Connected Kerb, added: “We're

delighted to be working with
Worcestershire County Council,
alongside Leicestershire,
‘Warwickshire and Rutland, on this

The new contract to deliver significantly
more charge points across the county. s

e

important step to increase on-street
EV charging across the county.

“As part of the wider Midlands
Connect programme, more than
6,600 charging sockets will be
delivered across the region, helping
‘Worcestershire be part of a shared
regional effort to make cleaner,
more sustainable travel easier for
everyone.”

The consortium of councils was
supported by Midlands Connect,
the region’s Sub-national Transport
Body, in awarding the contract.

Maria Machancoses, chief exec-
utive of Midlands Connect, said:
“This is a fantastic example of what
strong regional partnership work-
ing can deliver. By collaborating
across the Midlands, local authori-
ties have secured significant public
and private investment that will
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make a real difference to communi-
ties, helping expand EV charging
infrastructure at scale and support-
ing the transition to cleaner, green-
er transport.

“It shows the power of working
together to turn ambitious plans
into tangible outcomes, benefiting
communities, businesses and the
wider economy. We are collaborat-
ing to reduce duplication, maximise
efficiency and ensure every pound
delivers the greatest impact.”

The programme is funded through
the Government’s Local Electric
Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) Fund,
which aims to accelerate the roll-
out of local, primarily low-power,
on-street charging across England
and drive greater commercialisa-
tion and investment within the UK’s
EV charging sector.

ADVERTISEMENT

The World of Park & Leisure Homes
show Returns to Stoneleigh This June

THE UK'’S leading outdoor
event for park, leisure and
holiday home living returns
to NAEC Stoneleigh from
12-14 June, bringing an
impressive showcase of
homes, lodges, park
operators and lifestyle
inspiration to the heart of
Warwickshire.

The World of Park & Leisure Homes Show
is free to attend with complimentary parking
and offers visitors the chance to explore a
wide range of around 40 fully furnished
homes in a relaxed outdoor setting. From
residential park homes and luxury lodges to
holiday homes, tiny houses, and innovative
eco-builds including a Fold Out Container !
and much more....

innovations and interior decoration designs,
and speak with specialists providing
guidance on finance, insurance, planning,
legal matters and lifestyle choices.
The event is designed to showcase the very
best of the park and leisure home lifestyle,
while offering a friendly and informative day
out for visitors of all ages. COME ALONG
AND BE AMAZED!
The show is Great Fun and simply, a nice
Free day out. Its dog-friendly (on leads and
under control of course), and visitors can
enjoy free show bags, magazines, visit the
catering areas and have plenty of time to
explore the showground and browse at their
own pace.
Event details: The World of Park &
Leisure Homes Show, NAEC Stoneleigh,
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LH, 12-14 June,
10am-4pm. Free entry and free parking.
For full details, visit
www.parkhomeandleisure.co.uk.
e

Whether visitors are actively considering a
move, looking for a holiday retreat,
exploring downsizing options, or simply
curious about the lifestyle, the show
provides a rare opportunity to step inside
the homes, compare layouts, speak directly
with manufacturers and meet park operators
from across the UK — all in one place.

This year’s event will also feature a
special appearance from Kelvin and
Elizabeth Fletcher, stars of ITV’s
Fletchers’ Family Farm, to unveil the new
Fletcher’'s Farmhouse Lodge, created with
Pathfinder Homes.

Visitors can also browse products and
services for park home living, see the latest
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Go on...explore more Reader Travel

Something for everyone to enjoy!

— — ~

10 Days
by Coach

149

Borders Country Vera’s
Northumbria & Barnard
Castle

Departing Mon 10 Aug ‘26

Isle of Wight Weekend
Departing Fri 17 Jul ‘26

A long weekend by the sea beckons on this
lovely escape to the Isle of Wight. Beloved since
Queen Victoria’s reign, follow in the footsteps of

Wonderful Whitby & the
North Yorkshire Moors
Railway

Departing Mon 28 Sep ‘26

Andrea Bocelli
Live in Tuscany
Departing Mon 20 Jul ‘26

Don’t miss the chance to see the world’s most
famous tenor, Andrea Bocelli, perform in his

On this break, we journey to some of the filming
locations for the popular Vera TV series with a
local, specialist guide, discovering the dramatic
beauty and heritage of the North East, from

Scottish Borders.

So much included...

* Return coach travel from Bromsgrove

* 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast

* Blue Badge guided tour of Vera’s Northumbria

& Barnard Castle with a local specialist

* Guided Borders Country tour (Ford, Etal,
Coldstream, Kelso & Jedburgh) with a
local specialist

* Photo stop at the Angel of the North

* Free time in Newcastle-upon-Tyne

Call 03332 342 514

Barnard Castle to the Durham Dales and the rugged

* Guided tour of the Durham Dales, North Pennines

royalty and relax at our base in a popular seaside

resort and discover other highlights during an

optional trip!

So much included...
Return coach travel & ferry crossings from
Redditch, Bromsgrove

= 3 nights at the Medehamstede Hotel, Shanklin
(JG2+ rating) with dinner & breakfast

« Entertainment some evenings

* Excursion to Newport

Optional Island Highlights tour (£15pp)

SAVE £20 - Book by 1

Quote OSG

Visit justgoholidays.com/OSG

Stay at the elegant Royal Hotel in Whitby and
explore Yorkshire’s coast and countryside. Enjoy
a nostalgic railway journey, visits to Pickering,
Goathland and Scarborough, plus an optional
trip to York - a perfect mix of comfort, charm
and discovery.
So much included...
Return coach travel from Redditch
* 4 nights at the Royal Hotel, Whitby (JG3 rating)
with dinner & breakfast
* Entertainment some evenings
* Heritage train journey on the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway
* Free time in Goathland & Pickering
= Excursion to Scarborough

Optional excursion to York (£15pp)

print, valid 7 days. See website for details.

EAENEIEIE . A tustpior

hometown of Lajatico this July.

So much included...

Subject to T&Cs. Coach holidays BCH/ABTOT protected; air holidays ATOL protected 10889. Prices per person (2
sharing), subject to availabilty. Pick up locations, airport selection and room supplements may apply. Prices correct at oottt

Return coach travel & ferry crossings

from Redditch

First & last night at the Selected Hotel, Tuscany,
Italy (JG3+ rating)

Additional overnight stay on outward & return
journey on a half-board basis in Grenoble

5 nights at a selected hotel in Tuscany (JG3+ or
JG4 rating) with dinner & breakfast

Welcome drink & fruit & water in room on
arrival(ltaly hotel only)

Porterage where available

Concert ticket for Andrea Bocelli at the Teatro
del Silenzio

Excursion to Pisa & Lucca

En-route visits to Macon & Beaune

SANEL S\LVER

H ABTOT,
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I Learn from yesterday,
hope for tormorrow.
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Tel: 01527 588688 Email: receptloanulllvantmedla com g
- a
IN MEMORIAM DEATHS MEMORIAL FLORAL TRIBUTES
— — SERVICES I
[
mmenory | [BENNETT || as Ti 51 oo,
As Time Goes By 2 Sé Crabbs Cross,
John Cleverley Norma YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN Y & Redditch, B97 5P
¢ - ) MEMORIAL SUPPLIER THE NURSERY SHOP
Chlnkle Aged 86 years Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
N di d ; Additional Inscriptions and
. orma sadly passed away af
- Sunse une g ; 2 £ .org. N
- TU:;iéfy lzgll;l\fldy 2026[; . Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk flowers@nurseryshopredditch.co.uk
cloved Wife of Brian, wonderfu :
Too sood it life Mother, cherished Grandmother and Please Call 01527 550505 'nursemhopreddm:h‘co'Uk
to bg forgotten Great-grandmother. To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times TWI 527 550 700
indeath A service to celebrate Norma’s life will Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate S g
take place at Redditch Crematorium on Redditch B97 5XP
(up the WO]VCS) ‘Wednesday 10th June 2026 at 11.45am “MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”
Family flowers only please.
Donations if so desired to
Love Pa_t Cancer Research UK and FUNERAL
and Family Midlands Air Ambulance may be sent w
to Thomas Brothers Funeral Directors
Telephone: 01527 547777
God bless xxxx Thank You.
N DEATHS
If you have a message fora | mmm—
loved one, give our team a call
)
DUGGAN Gil
Frederick James James €S
"Jim" and Sons Ltd
Sadly, passed away on the 23rd May 2026 i
aged 87 years.
Dearly loved husband of Maddie, father to The Con:]plete
Karen and Phil and stepfather to Funeral Directors
\ Gary and Helen.
\ He will also be missed by all of his in-laws,

grandchildren, great grandchildren, all of his
extended family and friends and by everyone
who had the pleasure of knowing him.

Allow our family™

Jim's funeral will be taking place on S
(01527 588688 || woirimimmive. | IRCKEUSESCRCINI

Flowers are welcome.

S}ﬂecwl/l F@m/lzly movscor Wl e,
Ann@u/ncemfen/ts Gt

An Independentf Family Owned Funeral Directors

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

THOMAS BROTHERS

Announcements can all be placed in your Standard to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

You can callus on 01527 588688 REDDITCH + BROMSGROVE

or email details to us (including photograph if desired) with your 01527 547777 01527 831700

i i i WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH + ALCESTER
telephone contact detalls_ and we ywll call ygu back to confirm cost 01564 522001 0121 445 3422 it 330939
reception@bullivantmedia.com ; '

. . ~ g = ||| 3 g Y f‘:‘l[amtlyconcr 2
Prices start from just EAEYY e

(inc Vat) i email: admm(’thomasbrothers co. uk
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FUNERAL
DIRECTORS DIRECTORS
— —

MORTONS (-

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Say goodbye
your way

Reassure your loved ones that
your funeral is the one you
wanted — not the one they hoped
you wanted. Choose from a fully
prepaid plan or simply record your

R.L.Rea

I'unceral Directors Led.

* A Family Firm Established in 1967

* Your Local, Independent Complete
Funeral Directors and Memorial

wishes with no upfront payment. Masons

* Dedicated to Providing a Personal &
Professional Service 24 hours a day,
365 days a year

* Private Chapel of Rest
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available
* Direct Cremation Available

0121459 9111

Offices in Northfield, Cotteridge and Rubery

Professionally qualified
independent funeral directors
For more information, visit
mortonsfunerals.co.uk

www.rlreafuneraldirectorsitd.co.uk
info@rlreafuneraldirectorsltd.co.uk

age they may be, 1s never easy and affects different people
in different ways. But there are people and companies
just a visit or phone call away who can offer guidance —
whether it be with arranging the funeral itself or
helping you come Lo terms with what has happene(l.

Whatever fhe nceasion, wiynarsend  Culfawr ()] 5777 SQRHRR
» ot - T—
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Classified

www.directory247.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Counci

Traffic Orders:

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following Temporary

HAYE LANE, MAPPLEBOROUGH GREEN
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for installation of boundary box and meter.
Order Commences: 25 June 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 26 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: Haye Lane, Birmingham Road, Henley Road and vice versa.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

EAN CECILIA
LAWRENCE Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a claim
against or an interest in

e Estate of the deceased, late
of 50 Cottage Lane, Marlbrook,
Bromsgrove, B60 /, who
died on 04/06/2025, must send
written details to the address
below by 06/08/2026, after
which the Estate will be
distributed with regard only to
claims and interests notified.
The Will Associates

facilitate carriageway surface dressing,
removal/replacement of road studs, pre-surface dressing patching, road
markings/lining, sand carpeting, road sweeping and other associated works.
Order Commences: 22 June 2026 for up to 18 months.
30

Reason for Order: The closures and temporary speed limits are required to

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820. Asset Management
TH WARWICKSHIRE ~ SURFACE DRESSING 2 O Negsrates Cour,
Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic as indicated below. In addition, Cheshire Street, Market
a 10mph speed restriction will be imposed. Drayton, TF9 IPH.
Road(s) Subject to Location |From To Ref: 2025/0244
Closure & Temporary .
10mph Speed Limit oiebVebide
A422 Arrow Lane (Main _|Aow | A435 Alcester | Dunnington Road RSG RO BINETE o
Street) Bypass Paper Mill Barn, Brooklands
Roundabout |.zn2, Refidluh‘ B98 8PX is
C214 Dunnington Road ~ [Arrow A422 Arrow Lane |B4088 Evesham d’ {'"5 i licerice fo- use
i lands International, Seafield
Main Street Road Lane, Redditch, B98 9DB as an
D5434 Lower Haselor  [Haselor [ Trench Lane/ Pelham Lane operating centre for | goods
Lane Stratford Road vehicles and 0 :rraltedrs( Orvréers
C41/C46 Pelnam Lane | Haselor | B40B9 Henley | Lower Haselor e ocoiplers of Gnd (nduding
Road/School Lane/Walcote Road ;emesgsem believe [hii mmE
Road/Village Road use or enjoyment of that land
38 Whitemoor Road/ | Sambourne | Middletown Lane | Alcester Heath/ ol bes reg‘::n;":,ﬂd(g';ﬁg
Whitemoor Lane/The Green Salt Way T o 4
C47 Honeybourne Road/ |Marlcliff ~ [Welford Road/ Warwickshire House, Quarry Hill, Leeds.
Buckle Street Cleeve Road County Boundary LS2 7UE stating their reasons,
(or Buckle House) within 21 days of this notice.

Representors must at the same
time send a copy of their
to the applicant

2026.

sealing

Access & Diversion: All closures/speed limits will be indicated by advance signage.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress from
properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details of our
current & planned roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

Date 05 June 2026

at the address given at the
this notice. A Guide to Making
Representations is available at:
www.govu weTmend

CAR ACCESSORIES
——

METRO FOR SALE
& PARTS

Good Runner
Offers welcome
Ring Steve on

MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

MAVER 14.5 metre
pole 9 top sections
& extras £60 01527
501423

10FT keep net £10
01527 501423

15FT Shakespeare
river rod £10 01527
501423

RED Wolf Pole 7.5
metre  £10 01527
501423

6 metre Telescopic
Next Pole £5 01527

MISCELLANEOUS
—

DEBENHAMS  king
size duvet cover.
Polyester / cotton.
Pastel shades of blue
& white pinstripe.
Brand new, wrong
size bought, so never
used! £9.00. Tel:
07934132759

ROCKING horse
(Mamas & Papas)
with reins, saddle
& stirrups. Height
from floor to saddle
28”. Very good clean

Basket, Charger
New batteries
Could deliver

£280
01789 778174

representzuons-obpcuonwna-
complaints-goods-vehicle-
operator-licensing

POWACADDY  Golf
Trolley with lithium
battery & charger

_£5007961335724

2 fridge freezers (3

draws) £50 each NAVY blue ladies mid [ Roof Rack, in good
07355688601 L850 ahe lot 01527 "calt wellingtons by |~ condition £40 oo L
GARDEN chairs | 20236 _______ | Avenue, size 8(42) | _Tel: 07743 929558 Any cc, condition or age,
4 wooden chairs VINTAG; glass wfff&e adjustable side | CEILING light three good prices paid
foldable good cond cups saucers buckle, tartan cotton spotlights£10  ono
£10 the lot collect | sundae dishes £20 [ lining£12. 07840 | 07764850808  Text mmm‘ 933 | 01925 2ﬂm
only 07873337576 01527 546201 800965 only

recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

ROYAL Albert 1 sm
serving dish 15cm x
12cm £5 1 sm cream
jug £5 3 sugar bowls
£5, 3 x £12 1 coffee
pot £15 6 side plates
18 cm £15 2 side
plates 16cm £8 or

black decorative
leaves. 39” long x 127
wide approx: £4.00.
Tel: 07934132759
LADIES M & S
classic fully lined

01521 693“9 501423 Collection
TWO  stroke petrol only. £45.00. Tel:
stnmmer 07934132759
or 07541219 951 conditon NTaGE 7S
078104728805 Thunton, VilE
RUNNER BEAN herb design (green
MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEQUS | “bhants,  £2forl> | & whiie) oblong
[ [ plants 8 ft canes 85p melamine  serving
Charentais  melon tray 60 x 90cm
BEDS NEW Doubles plants £1 each ver good clean
MﬂBll.l I I £95 Slzlgézs 5559 ng 01905778926 condition £8.00. Tel
size . Secon i 07934132759
SCOOTER|| e dovbies o0 | MEViior” "% | 7 rung atuminim
5 : lydrafort navy | 17 rung aluminium
e y Singles £29 Fridges | waterproof  jacket, | double ladders
L“ewav 4 £49  Freezers £59 mesh lining, | excellent condition
Balanced Safety Can deliver 07703 size 12. £50 07864037112
925662 | _£2001214303880 | BABY cot - Wooden
Scooter 4 o
2 RECLINER CHAIR | BLACK wrought iron | with sliding
Breaks into 4 parts | | “oiccinc  rise slimline wall mirror. | side access, ~ no
for Car Boot recline £160 Manual | Frame made up of [ mattress, ideal for

grandparents - £20
Tel 07925170951

SQUARE cane table
with glass top, ideal
for conservatory, 46
X 46 x 54cm £15 - Tel

summer jacket with | 07925170951

detachable ~ hood. | HSL grey Aysgarth

Light turquoise. Riser Recliner

Hardly worn. Size 12. chair dual motor

£3.00. (1 Can forward VGC  £300 ono
hotos if i 07562173410

Tel: 07934132759 1965 Ford Anglia
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MISCELLANEOUS
—_—

Machine
- Nescafe Gufto
Dolce, in good
working order £15
Tel: 077439 29558

INDOOR Mobility
Walker unused
brand new £8 01562
69552

COFFEE

BBQ complete with
coal

MISCELLANEOUS
—

MOUNTAIN  Horse
jacket, mustard
colour, Large 16-18,
riding vents, zips
under arms, pockets,
hoods.  Drawstring
waist. £30.0121 430
3880

STAMP collection and

condition
collection only £25

album. 1960’s . £25.
01217441003
DARK  blue  Golf

Bag (used once),

07936305705 folding golf trolley,
SIX bags of mixed men’s RH clubs and
clothing, Ladies, Irons. £25 the lot.
Gents & Children | 01217441003
suitable for Boot | STRIMMER, Petrol,
Sale £10 a bag excellent condition
0121 474 6174 or £90: Telephone
07760437180 07819 472885
WANTED

E——

RECORDS WANTED

Cash paid

Call Paul or text: 07765 142354 /
01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

WANTED
—

WANTED

The same paper youl

www.redditchstandard.co.uk/editions
www.bromsgrovestandard.co.uk/editions
www.droitwichstandard.co.uk/editions

on your mobile, tablet and computer

CARPETS
—

Clift Carpets®.

of Redditch

Choose at home service.
All qualities of Carpet, Vinyl & LVT

supplied

taken up!
Furniture
moved!

Call Barry for a FREE quotatlon

07753 800737

¢ ©® www.cliftcarpets.com

& fitted. T ‘\
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7 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.directory247.co.uk

GARDENING
RVICE:

BUILDERS
—

CLADDING/
GUTTERING
—_—

ﬁ My Clean Gutters

Freephone: 0800 01063373
IO} Birmingham: 0121 652 0374
ks Redditch: 01527 900 787
=} mosile: 07376 915 527

www.my-cleangutters.co.uk

mycleangutters777@icloud.com

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

DA SMITH
DECORATORS

Interior & exterior
painting & decorating
Property Repairs

40 years experience
Email: Derekalansmith@!ive.co.uk

07341 663 655 - 1421 836201

GMMOMLEXTERMCML’

Dragonfly
GARDENING

Specialists in plant care and pruning
¢ Grass Cutting
* Hedge Trimming

* Regular Maintenance
Your local expert plantsman
33 Years Experience in Horticulture

with a local major Garden Centre

Registered Waste Carrier

CRB CHECKED ¢ FULLY INSURED

07814 510797
01527 878965

Reliable Friendly Service

GARDENING
SERVICES

JEFS

2
Garden Services
Fencing, Turfing, Hedge Cutting, Tree Surgery,
Stump Grinding, Jungles Cleared,
Grass Cutting/Regular Mowing.
Domestic, Commercial enquiries welcome.
For a free Competitive Quote

07977 497 440 - 01527 458 104
www.jfslandscapes.co.uk

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

GRASS CUTTING

COVERING REDDITCH,
STUDLEY & BROMSGROVE

No job too small
Locally based

cail 07999 2710652

GARDENING
SERVICES

HANDYMAN
—

KITCHENS
—

slw
INSTALLATIONS
i ¥ v

LANDSCAPING
—

D.A, TAYLOR

LANDSCAPING
Fencing ;_ISIabbing '-(Conifers

edge Worl

CLEARANCE
Gardens * Rubbish * Sheds « Large
& Small Tres Felled, Lopped an
Shaped ¢ Turfing * Shed Base

FREE QUOTATIONS

01527 870914 - 0771 768 2816

JT's Trees & Gardens

Fully Insured Professional
Tree & Garden Services
Free In-Person Quotes

Call/WhatsApp@
07376721401

Instagram: jts_trees

- ~ Email:
jamietaylor@jtstreeandgardens.com

PLUMBING
—

— Solutions —

Proud To Serve Our Local
Community
Your Reliable, Friendly Experts
» Emergency Plumbing
* Plumbing & Heating
¢ CCTV & Drain Jetting
* Repairs & Maintence
* Home Care Plans
Were Just A Call Away....

Mobile - 07415 066 381
“Landline - 01527 332488

ROOFING
—

WEATHER@GUARD

ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

10% nFF Fully
Au. RODFING yuarantee:lll and
REPAIRS

Specialists in all types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles,
& Lead Work, Chimneys,
Fascias, Soffits,
Guttering, Gutter Cleaning

Moblle 07467159012
Office: 01921962 972
info@weatherguardservices.co.uk
weatherguardservices.co.uk

ROOFING
—

No job too big
or too small

Written quotes
available

SKIP HIRE
—

A&S SKIPS
.‘2?'!;:; ﬂWntl (Redditch) LTD

by

Redditch Skip
Hire Ltd

For all your domestic and

ial skip requir

4-40 yard skips available *Drop fronts -
please ask when ordering
Open or enclosed 90% of waste recycled
* No room for a skip.
Book our man with a van
service
* Prompt reliable service
* 2 hour arrival slot
* Next day service

Call 01527 63644
Or visit us at:
www.redditchskiphire.com

Waste Carrier No. CBDU122354

(L

TREE SURGEONS
—

Tree & Landscape Specialstsis  trusted, professional company with
agreatreputation to uphold and have over 20 years experience in the trade.

* Tree Work * Paving  Fencing * Artficial Grass * Astro Turf + Patios

oG5

JONE: 0800 747 1704 «

treeandlandscapespecialists@gmail.com

wiw treeandlandscapespecialists.co.uk
Aowor (0 ge

Contact us today

LLS ROOFEF

JILDING

SERVIC

* Roof Tiling * Garage Roofs ° Flat Roofs
* Chimneys rebuilt and re-pointed
* Garage Conversions ° Driveways

* Building Maintenance ° Extensions

Powells Roofing & Building Services are a local
Redditch based company

C&G Qualified with over I5 years local roofing and
building services experience

For more details, please call
07952 797 973 or 01527 454325
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Appomtments

TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

www.taurustaxis.co.uk

Are you Looking To Top Up Your
Salary or Pension?

Then we could Help !!

DRIVERS

REQUIRED

With or without Taxi Badge / Vehicle
Clean Licence Essential

Holiday pay will be accrued and paid
We also require

with valid CPC card & training, part time hours,
very good rates of pay.

For Further Details Please Call

07773 022 239

NEVER TOO FAR AWAY

Full and part time drivers required for home to
school contracted transport. Competitive rates of
pay and flexible working hours.

Company vehicle provided, and full assistance
obtaining your private hire licence will be given.

For further details please call

01527 60000

or email acCOUNIS@a2h60k.co.uk

Contact Caroline or Kelly on

01527 588625 » 01527 588749

caroling.birkenhead @bullivantmedia.com | kellytaylor@bullivantmedia.com

FLAIR e DISCIPLINE ¢ ACADEMIC RIGOUR

BROMSGROVE
SCHOOL

FOUNDED 1553
Bromsgrove is a co-educational Boarding and Day
School well situated in the South Midlands with
excellent facilities set in 100 acres of attractive
grounds.

GATEKEEPER

(FULL-TIME 40 HOURS PER WEEK TO
INCLUDE WEEKENDS)

We seek a personable individual to provide a professional
welcome to school visitors, assist with deliveries and
provide security assistance.

Full details and application forms are available on the
School website: www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk

Closing date for all applications 15th June 2026

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and young people. Applicants must be willing to undergo child
protection screening including checks with past employers and the DBS.

Require the following in the Redditch,
Bromsgrove, Droitwich and
Kidderminster areas

PartTime
Drivers

Transporting children to school.
Vehicle provided.

— ALSO -

Part time hours with or
without experience.

Contact 07399 848 639

The Standard, Friday June 5, 2026

LOOKING
FOR A NEW

Check out
our
recruitment
ads in print
and online!

BROMSGRWEFDROITWI(N '

CoventryObserver.co.

Obsérver
Obsérver

MalvernObserver....

Standard
Observer

I Observer
Observer

Bl Worcester Observer...

U
weve L
it
Bullivantiedia
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A future classic

ROLLS-ROYCE announces Spectre Series II,
introducing a suite of technical and crea-
tive enhancements to the marque’s landmark
super-coupé.

Since its introduction in 2022, Spectre has become
one of the most significant and celebrated Rolls-Royce
motor cars of the modern era, widely praised for its
timeless design, serene performance and effortless driv-
ing character.

Spectre Series II builds on this success, engineering

.S H' ;

SELLING YOUR CAR?
WE PAY THE MOST

We can visit you and pay immediately
Same day service

CAR BUYERS LTD
107831 245 313 |

Mount Pieasant arage

A PLEASANT WAY OF MOTORING
Specialising in all Mo classes

Service and
repairs to all
makes and
models

Tel: 01527 63000

213 Mount Pleasant, Redditch B37 4J&
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm

updates up to 18 per cent more
range, alongside higher torque of
1,015 Nm increased to 1,100 in
Spirited Mode and up to a 14 per
cent reduction in charging times.

Newly crafted interior illumina-
tions, an expanded palette of exqui-
site materials, and striking exterior
treatments further elevate Spectre’s
interior possibilities.

These changes sharpen Spectre’s
character while preserving the qua-
lidiacy and control for Series II,
further strengthening Black Badge
Spectre’s standing as the most pow-
erful Rolls-Royce in history.

Power output now reaches 442
kW whilst torque rises to 1,015 Nm.
In Black Badge Spectre Series II,
Infinity Mode unlocks 500 kW of
power, while Spirited Mode sum-
mons up to 1,100 Nm torque.

Spectre has emerged as one of
the most compelling canvases for
Bespoke in Rolls-Royce’s contem-
porary portfolio, with some clients
requesting more than 20 individual
and personal Bespoke elements in
their motor car.

The super-coupé’s celebrated fast-
back profile, clean surfacing and
split headlamp signature are retained
for Spectre Series II, underlining the
marque’s confidence in this initial,
widely acclaimed design.

Since launch, Spectre has been
widely praised as one of the most
elegant automotive forms of the era
and now stands alongside Phantom
Coupé and other revered Goodwood-
era models in the marque’s collector
canon.

Of the numerous international
accolades Spectre has received, its
timeless design is consistently cel-
ebrated by judging panels, while
clients have embraced Spectre as a
true modern masterpiece.

To accentuate Spectre’s form and
surfacing, a new solid exterior fin-
ish, named Ethereal Blue, has been
developed for Spectre Series II.

For Black Badge Spectre Series II,
a suite of new design enhancements
further dramatise the marque’s
alter ego, amplifying its intense and
uncompromising character.

Anew Iced Black Exterior Detailing

offer has been developed, transform-
ing almost all of the motor car’s
brightwork with a matte finish.

The treatment is applied to the
grille surround, sideframe finishers,
bumper inserts, ‘Double R’ Badge of
Honour side surround, door handles
and the Spirit of Ecstasy.

The effect is achieved using a
specially developed matte clear coat,
creating a refined, satin-like finish.
Notably, the vanes of the Pantheon
Grille remain polished - a decision
taken by Rolls-Royce designers to
preserve the motor car’s identity.

A new wheelset has also been
developed to create an even more
imposing visual character for Black
Badge.

The open-spoke design places
emphasis on the motor car’s power-
ful braking hardware while a pol-
ished outer ring - pushed to the very
edge of the wheel - accentuates the
diameter of the seven-spoke struc-
ture.

A subtle sparkle effect is achieved
through fine glass flakes embedded
within the finish.

This bold new design is also avail-
able in Iced Matte Black - the first
time a Black Badge wheel has been
offered in this finish - created using
a specialised high-temperature cur-
ing process.

In 2025, Spectre retained its posi-
tion as the marque’s second best-
selling model globally.

”1:. ‘1,\1. Autoo)

“Mechanical Repalrs

01527 875565 ° 07791 149235
Unit 5, Station Street, Bromsgrove B60 2BS

Vehicle Testing

CHARLES KENWARD
MOTORS LTD

PRIVATE CARé COMg{EIéCIAL & FLEET
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
MoT TESTING INCLUDIN:
CLASS 7 AND THE NEW CLASS 5
LIGHT (MINI BUSES)

Vehicle Testing

VEHICLE RECOVERY SERVICE
VEHICLE DIAGN()S TICS
14 SHERWOOD ROA
ASTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
OMSGROVE B60

\ J

01527 87543_2/837070

45 years experience locally

* All Aspects of Motor Servicing
. Repalrs . Dlagnostlcs

Competitive Prices

CC

...and a few comments from very satisfied customers:
Such Helpful and Friendly service...
Kate and Martin were really accommodating in working
around my work commitments
Polite and fast service, and... good price
Will return and recommend to friends - Thanks

2,

| ™
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. N LANDMARK

DRIVEWAYS

WANTED Standard

& LANDSCAPING
Motorcycles and e FREEPHONE 0800 191 0282
www.landmarkdriveways.co.uk
scnoters Honey Orchard, Doverdale, Droitwich, WR9 0QB
+ Block Paving * Patio’s * Slabbing * Driveways
Any cc, condition or age, . o Bri * Turfing * Gravelli
Y 0od prices paid = I7e0n0"12a0d * Resin Bond * Paths * Forecourts * Fencing
g Publshed by Bulvant Meda GIOUD id, Webb House, All Work Guaranteed for 5 Years - No Deposit Required
UISHATB1833 | 01926251643 R | (o e @
int jues e\ 1 House, £ ok a
| Oriord, Grorcne OX2 o?jmpe i @ B reeredes Google (€

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Hamilton celebrates
historic feat as BTCC
heads to Oulton Park

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

BTCC: NICOLAS Hamilton achieved
a ‘childhood dream’ after winning
the Jack Sears Trophy driving for
Team Vertu in the British Touring Car
Championship (BTCC).

Hamilton claimed the first silverware of
his racing career driving for Droitwich-
based Team Vertu at Snetterton.

The 34-year-old came out on top in the
Jack Sears Trophy - awarded to drivers
without a BTCC podium at the start of a
new season.

Hamilton, younger brother of seven-
time Formula 1 world champion Lewis
Hamilton, is the only disabled driver to
take part in the BTCC.

Told he would never walk as a child
after he was born with cerebral palsy,
the Team Vertu driver races in a specially
modified car.

Hamilton finished 16th in the qualifying
race and then finished 17th, 16th and 16th
in the three main races to step onto the
podium as the Jack Sears Trophy winner.

And Hamilton dedicated his victory to
the disabled community and hopes his
success will inspire more disabled drivers
to take up competitive motorsport.

Hamilton said: “I honestly cannot believe
what has happened as I never expected to
walk away from Snetterton as winner of
the Jack Sears Trophy.

“My whole focus was on developing

Nicolas! Hamilton] mnﬁhai&(ﬂ'

Sears iTrophy/at Sne
ejby, Mark‘Cowd

and improving myself, and to end up on
the podium was the most amazing experi-
ence.

“Thanks to the team and the car, but
also through hard work from myself, I've
been quicker here than ever before and
I'm so proud of how I have driven.

“T've always said that I wanted to win a
trophy, but I didn’t want to just be gifted
it, and I feel like I earned it and deserved
it.

“I know I need to work on my starts,
but I was able to work my way forwards
in every race because I had the pace to do
it, and that is something I am massively
proud of.

“I'm not going to, but I could happily
hang my boots, gloves and helmet up after

this weekend knowing that I have achieved
the dream of a little boy who was told he
would never walk.

“The amount of support from the BTCC
paddock and from the whole community
around the championship has been incred-
ible and it was truly a surreal moment to
be there on the podium seeing everyone
cheering.

“This is for everyone who has stuck by
me and supported me, and even those who
have doubted me as it has only fuelled my
desire to reach my goal.

“For all those in the disabled commu-
nity, hopefully this will provide further
inspiration of what is possible.”

The BTCC season continues at Oulton
Park over the weekend of June 6 and 7.

Spa cruise to win
against Burghill

CRICKET: A FOUR-
‘WICKET burst from Finn
Taylor inspired Droitwich
Spa CC to a 98-run vic-
tory against Burghill,
Tillington and Weobley
CC.

Taylor (4-44) ripped
through the home
side’s middle order as
Droitwich skittled their
opponents for just 105

all out at the PAF Cricket
Ground.
That came  after

Droitwich managed 203
all out in 49.1 overs as
Jez Hanson (44) top
scored with the bat.

The result means
Spa sit third in the
‘Worcestershire County
League Division One
table after seven match-
es, just 11 points behind
leaders Belbroughton.

Droitwich won the toss
and elected to bat only
for the away side’s top
order to struggle to build
a solid partnership.

Opener  Obaidullah
Sherzad (6) fell in
the fourth over while
Jonathan Miles (18),
Taylor (0) and Harry
Butler (13) all departed
the crease to leave Spa
on 54-4.

Burghill bowlers
Tristan Smit (4-70) and
Barney Morgan (3-41)
did the early damage
with the ball as the lat-
ter removed Max Young
(13) to leave Droitwich
on 73-5

However, Hanson
and Sam Woolley (39)

combined for an 85-run
sixth-wicket stand as
Martyn Davies (15) and
Sam Smith (20) took
Spa beyond the 200-run
mark.

Burghill’s George
Stevenson (3-28)
mopped up the tail order
batters as Spa reached
203 all out.

However, Droitwich
enjoyed similar success
with the ball early in
Burghill’s reply.

Smith (3-37) took the
first three wickets of the
innings, including two
LBW'’s, as Jake Hutson
(13), Tyler Garrard (16)
and Theo Darke (8) all

fell cheaply.
And Taylor then
accounted for Sabil

Sarmad (4), Smit (1), Max
Denny (3) and Morgan
(25) in a devastating
spell which left Burghill
in trouble on 78-7.

Young (2-14) quickly
removed Will Priday (3)
to edge Spa closer to vic-
tory despite late resist-
ance from G Stevenson
(12), Archie Stevenson
(7 not out) and Afaq
Khalid (6).

Spa skipper Davies
(1-8) accounted for G
Stevenson before Young
bowled Khalid to ensure
Droitwich secured a com-
fortable 98-run success.

Droitwich are next in
action against Hagley on
Saturday, June 6 with
play to begin at 12pm
(midday) at St Peter’s
Playing Fields.

Engine tuning

for final MOT

Cam belt replacement
Clutch Replacement
General repairs

Welding

Servicing

Insurance work welcome

makes & models

MOT preparation and submission

Supply and fit all parts for all

All types of work undertaken, why
not give us a call or just drop in

Rear of 8 Hewell Road, Barnt Green, Birmingham, B45 8NE

0121 445 5414

Email - enquiries@edwardscarrepairs.co.uk

\J

L

* PATIOS

* BLOCK PAVING
~ » TARMACADA

* FENCING

/558 All Work Guaranteed =
wwwlandmarkdrlveways co.uk
Call Free 0800 191 0282 for a

free no obligation quotation. Alternatively,

call us on Tel: 01905 886549

LANDSCAPING & DRIVEWAYS
* DRIVEWAYS g

Checkatrade.com
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Icart FIFA World Cup 2026 5 A WIN“I“G

ROUND OF 16 ROUND OF 32

WINNER OF MATCH 9 WINNER OF MATCH 10 GROUP C WINNER GROUP F RUNNER-UP Bn I " n 0 n M
WINNER OF MATCH 11 WINNER OF MATCH 12 3
GROUP E RUNNER-UP GROUP | RUNNER-UP ) sTnnTs WIT“

QUARTER-FINAI. 3 GROUP A WINNER 3RD GROUP C/E/F/HA

WINNER OF GAME 21 WINNER OF GAME 22 W ke T“ E n I G "T

GROUP L WINNER 3RD GROUP E/H/V/I/K
SEMI-FINAL 2 QUARTER-FINAL 4 GROUP J WINNER GROUP H RUNNER-UP
[ WINNEROF QF 3 WINNER OF QF 4 WINNER OF GAME 23 WINNER OF GAME 24
8 . GROUP D RUNNER-UP GROUP G RUNNER-UP
- ROUND OF 16
LACE MATCH GROUP B WINNER 3RD GROUP E/F/G/V)
—— WINNER OF MATCH 13 WINNER OF MATCH 14
| LOSER OF SF 2
o GROUP K WINNER 3RD GROUP D/E/V/IL

WINNER OF MATCH 15 WINNER OF MATCH 16

GROUP D GROUP E GROUP F

GREAT BATHROOMS.
GREAT MATCH DAYS.

= & % B 0

DESIGN e SUPPLY e INSTALL

Start planning your dream
bathroom today

GROUP K

GROUP J GROUP L

BENNETTS

OF BROMSGROVE

01527 870440
bennettsbathrooms.co.uk
53 Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove B60 3DR

..-g’f;‘if WATGH HERE

” ” - < ENGLAND WBRI.D CUP GAMES ON OUR BIG SCREENS

‘  WEDNESDAY 17" JUNE ™~  TUESDAY 23RDJUNE ‘ ~ SATURDAY 27™ JUNE

ENGLAHD EH%ND '
GIIANA PANAMA

~ 9PMKO ~ 10PMKO

- STOKE PRIOR
_i SPORTS & COUETRY CLUB |:R|]A'|'|A

~ 9PMKO

| é} [ FREE PlNT Fllll THE FIRST ENGlANIl GllAl FOR EACH ENGlANIl GAME ONALL 3 MATBHES

T&Cs apply
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6 FIFA World Cup 2026 Group E-H
CE

ERMANY are no longer looked ' m
upon as overwhelming
favourites, like previous
o, CURACAD ...Fred Rutten generations of Die Mannschaft, il b Rudi G‘a!(ia
Captain.. . Leandro Bacuna and this may well be Julian ptain... Youri Tielemans
FIFAranking 82 Nagelsmann's last time in charge : 9
of the Group E stars.
But first, the 38-year-old remains committed
Eﬂ. ECUAD ghR,,,i," mﬂ, to the cause as Germany continue their L = EGYPT " @
Captain... ....EnnerValencia transition, with Manuel Neuer's inclusion Netherlands are the ultimate World Cup Belgium are no longer burdened by the ptain...
FIFA ranking 23 ensuring the goalkeeper is the player leftin bridesmaids, having finished runners-up three  pressure felt by their golden generation, and
their ranks from their 2014 triumph in Brazil. times, third once and also fourth, without ever head to the World Cup seeking a new identity.
GERMANY That changing of the guard has allowed having won it and they headline Group F. And superstar Jeremy Doku said: “We want to E IRAN &
Manager Julian Nagel 1 to freshen up his squad, with Outright odds of 16-1 don't suggest they are o our best for those players who are reaching . Amir Ghalenoei
Captain.. Joshua Kimmich a youthful zest fronted by Florian Wirtz and going to break their duck in 2026, butitwould  an age where they're thinking about retiring." Ehsan Hajsafi
FIFA ranking: 10 Jamal Musiala, while big things are expected be folly to overlook the chances of a team that Egypt are flush with continental success, FIFA ranking: 21
= of Bayern Munich’s Lennart Karl. have some of the cream of European talent. having won the Africa Cup of Nations seven =
[] IVORY COAST 5§ Musiala (inset) is the posterboy of German Japan have plenty of confidence, afterarun  times, and they will never have a better chance NEW ZEALAND %<
football, but has endured an injury-plagued of results that have included wins over Brazil to advance and will be intent on sending Mo Manager rren Bazeley
season after suffering a broken leg and dislo- and England, the latter at Wembley via Kaoru Salah into international retirement on a high. Captai Chris Wood
FiFA ranking: 34 cated ankle in July. He believes he can be fully ~ Mitoma's goal. Boss Hajime Moriyasu, though, Despite an injury-hit season with 85
fit come the big kick-off, saying: "I definitely will have to cope without Mitoma, who has Nottingham Forest, Chris Wood is set to lead
M want to go to the World Cup. I've taken a step been ruled out with a hamstring injury. out New Zealand, and with it, become their m
forward, but there are still many | can take." Sweden must rank as one of the luckiest- outright appearance maker.
With a population of under 160,000, ever qualifiers after failing to win any of their In Group H, current European champions =
‘E JAPAN . . Curacao b?olfe new ground to six group games - losing four of them - but Spain are the favourites to repeat their 2010 = CAPE VERDE "
Gt ""'w:"::'g:;: become the smallest nation to ever progressing to the play-offs due to their success and bounce back from three mediocre
FIFA ranking N 18 qualify. It is a remarkable story . Nations League ranking, before emerging World Cup campaigns. FIFA ranking 5
with Curacao going unbeaten in successful. There they beat Ukraine 3-1 and They failed to progress past the group stage
their 10 CONCACAF qualifiers, with - Poland 3-2 to clinch their place. when defending champions in 2014, and were =
= NETHERLANDS " @ Gervane Kastaneer netting five L  Tunisia have yet to make it past the dispatched by Russia and then Morocco in the m SAUDI ARABIA Q
nan':?:' """""""""""""""""""" “‘:,'::"5::'3;: goals en route. There is also 1 group stage, so their mission this year  round of 16, the next two editions, so will be . %
FIFA ranking 7 a return for Dick Advocaat at N T is clear under new head caoch Sabri looking to redress the balance this summer. FIFA N €1
the helm, which will make ’.";. ¥ 1” { Lamouchi. Luis de la Fuente, though, has a few injury
SWEDEN Q him the oldest coach in TN | Perhaps one of the biggest concerns, with star man Lamine Yamal picking
m N World Cup history at 78. \ talking points of Group G surrounds ~ up a hamstring strain, while Nico Williams and
lanager Graham Potter 4 . § . . " Manager
Captain.. Ivory Coast are back Iran, with external factors casting Mikel Merino are also struggling for fitness. Captai i
FIFA ranking on the up after successive a major shadow over the nation’s Two-time winners Uruguay again head to FIFAranking 2
qualifying failures and World Cup ambitions. the tournament with high hopes, while you
TUNISIA 2 could spring a few surprises, Iran are scheduled to play two have to go back to 1994 to find Saudi Arabia’s
Manager i : while Ecuador breathed a sigh . | games in Los Angelesand thenin  best performance in a World Cup, when they
Captain.. of relief that Moises Caicedo’s 1 Seattle, but there will be an un- reached the round of 16. Cape Verde will put
FIFA ranki qualifying ban will not carry l easy atmosphere atall three with  themselves on the footballing map when they
over into the main tournament. r 1“ the US at war with the nation. take part in their first-ever World Cup.

Award-winning Day Care Centre for
adults in Redditch & Bromagrove
ialising in d tia care

Are you or your loved one living with dementia,
sensory impairment or disability?

Are you becoming socially isolated?
Would you like to meet others in the same situation?

Come and join us for a whole range of fun activities including art and
craft work, pool, beauty therapy, games, gardening, cooking, relaxation
sessions and much more.

Meet others and make new friendships in our friendly and supportive
award-winning centres. We are open five days a week, Monday to Friday,
9am-5pm. Ask your social worker about funding for this service.

VIP Day Centre Redditch The Barn
The Craft Centre, Winyates Centre, Redditch, B98 OLA
. 01527 375014 redditch@vipdaycentre.co.uk

VIP Day Centre Bromsgrove Amphlett Hall

Crown Close, Bromsgrove, B61 8DW okbest gfppemenia @ -:_,,;,—w-—: e
. 01527 375015 bromsgrove@vipdaycentre.co.uk i ®
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THE LAST DANCE

Deschamps will step down after this

have is how to knit it all together.

Though stripped of their AFCON triumph
pending a CAS appeal process, Senegal could
be Africa’s best hopes of making a real impres-
sion. They will no doubt be out to prove a point
and have enough talent at their disposal to

suggest they can reach the round-of-32 stage. ~ impressive qualification from UEFA Group H. drained a little after Cole Palmer, Harry Maguire Managas Batioalc
A perfect qualifying headed There are always a couple of ‘dark horses' and Morgan Gibbs-White were all left at home. :f,p,'ﬂ sa M“:',‘
by Erling Haaland, saw Norway enda28year  andAlgeria could well be filed in that particular Not many teams have a better record at the
World Cup absence and expectations are high.  school of thought especially as Vladimir World Cup without winning it than Croatia, E ENGLAND
The Manchester City striker plundered 16 Petkovic has only suffered only three defeatsin  who have finished runners-up once and third bl
goals in eight qualifiers as the Landslaget nearly 30 games in charge of the Greens. twice in just six appearances. They will be hop- :‘."::f:’ "'°:‘:’ T':g:;'
booked their spot with consummate ease. Another team making their World Cup ing the talismanic figure of Luka Modric, who FIFA ranking i
Having waited almost 40 yearsto retumto  debut are Jordan, who have been trying since  turns 41 soon, will be fit to lead his side out.
the World Cup stage, Iraq must be cursing their 1986 to get to football’s top table. Managed by Ghana have flattered to deceive since the m GHANA é
luck being drawn into the ‘Group of Death". Moroccan Jamal Sellami, they recently reached  quarter-finals of 2010, but they will be intent m :
Graham Amold’s face the tough task of trying to  the final of the Arab Cup, losing to Morocco, on making a statement under Carlos Queiroz, (;;::ig" .
better their group-stage exit of 1986. but this represents a much tougher challenge. not least after failing to qualify for AFCON 2025. FIFA ranking 74

Over in Group J, defending champions

Miami's 6-4 win over Philadelphia Union with

the severity of the hamstring strain unknown.
It's been 28 years since Austria last

appeared at the World Cup and optimism

abounds this time around following an

In Group K, Portugal are full of optimism

in tournament football with Cristiano Ronaldo

Il FfRANCE @ i COLOMBIA @
Manager Didi Manager ... ... Nestor Lorenzo
Captain.. Captain lames

FIFA ranking: 1 FIFA ranking 13
= N Group |, France head coach Didier FRENCH embarking on his sixth and final World Cup. DR CONGO &8

Famous qualification wins over Brazil and

PAGE 39

FIFA World Cup 2026 7

Manager FANCY Manager ..Sebastien Desabre
Captain. World Cup, but he has every reason to Didier Argentina in their own backyard showed Captai ... Chancel Mbemba
FIFA ranking: 57 beITiﬁvesl}is tenurl(:i can end onLa h:}?h. ) Deschamps Colomtbhia c; n”mix it \f\li:h thelpov:le;houses FIFA ranking 46
e 57-year-old is seen as Les Bleus - now the challenge is to replicate it on an
all-time greatest boss after a 14-year even bigger stage now. Still guided by James u PDR]’UGAL @
tenure which has seen him lead the nation to Rodriguez, they will lean heavily on Luis Diaz. Manager ... ... Roberto Martinez
three major finals, winning the 2018 World Cup. Few nations can lean upon the exp e Captain Cristiano Ronaldo
PSG's Desire Doue, Bradley Barcola and of a 136-time capped, World Cup-winning FIFA ranking 5
Warren Zaire-Emery are all set for World Cup manager, but Uzbekistan will need all of Fabio
debuts alongside Michael Olise, who has Cannavaro's insight on their big debut. : UZB EK|STAN @
enjoyed a stunning domestic season with More than half a century has passed since Manager ... ...Fabio Cannavaro
Bayern. The biggest headache Deschamps will the Democratic of Congo last dined with Captain Eldor
FIFA ranking 50

football’s elite and with an experienced squad
the Leopards may spring a few surprises.

In Group L, England once again head into an
international tot with lofty ambi

Il GROUPL

as boss Thomas Tuchel attempts to end 60 years
of hurt, but fans’ confidence has already been

For their second appearance at the World

Argentina are only fifth favourites to lift the that this will be their year having assembled Cup, Panama have once again been drawn in =] o
JORDAN Saria sggmi World Cup trophy again, but will they be asquad they believe can finally realise their a group with England and will be looking at r ......... P ﬁ.’fﬁ!ﬁemas(hrlsﬂ:gen
~Musa Al-Taamari inspired once more by superstar Lionel Messi? ~ World Cup ambitions. They have a squad depth ~ avoid a similar 6-1 thrashing at Russia 2018. Captad... i y
63 An injury scare saw him limp off in Inter that can cope with the demands of going deep They came through CONCACAF qualification, FIFAranking 33

despite only winning half of their six matches.
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Wh|Ie aII costs are gomg up -

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Fully fitted

COmpetltwe Prices

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE

BACKED

waeranty /- A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

89 415 1 07729 539239 www.billmooreswindowsantdoors.co.uk
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Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH « BROMSGROVE
01527 547777 01527 831700
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01564 822001 0121 445 3422 01789 330939




