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Danger warning
over illegal bus
stop parking

ILLEGAL parking at a hotspot
in Rugby town centre has
been causing more danger-
ous incidents.

‘Warwickshire County Council is
urging drivers to avoid unsafe and
illegal parking at bus stops outside
shops in Clifton Road following
recent incidents.

In February, a bus was unable
to park at its stop due to a block-
age caused by several parked cars.
‘When the driver attempted to pull
away, a car pulling out of Moultrie
Road tried to overtake the bus and
hit the front of it, It caused damage,
although nobody was injured.

There have also been a number of
instances where cars parked in the
bus stop have tried to pull out when
the bus was double parked, put-

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

ting passenger safety at risk. The
council launched a crackdown on
‘consistently inconsiderate and ille-
gal’ parking at the town centre end
of the road in early 2024 following
a number of collisions and near-
misses — including one in which a
bus driver was injured as he got off
his bus which had been forced to
double park at the designated stop.

The council is advising residents
that parking enforcement is set to
increase at the busy section of the
road between Railway Terrace and
Bath Street, making it increasingly
likely that anyone parking there
illegally will be fined.

In just over a year, there have

been 173 Penalty Charge Notices
(PCNs) issued on Clifton Road, with
94 of those issued to cars parking
in the restricted bus stop area.

The council is reminding resi-
dents that parking at bus stops is
strictly forbidden and that anyone
caught doing so is liable to be
issued with a PCN.

Mark Ryder, Warwickshire County
Council’s executive director for
communities, said: “The current
situation of cars parking temporar-
ily in the bus stop cannot continue.
The consistently inconsiderate and
illegal parking along the Clifton
Road of drivers using the shops has
left us with little option.

“While enforcement is always a
last resort, the actions of a small
minority of drivers are putting other

Follow us on

lllegal lllegal parking at bus stops in Clifton Road is ‘putting people’s
safety in jeopardy’, says Warwickshire County Council’s Mark Ryder.

people’s safety in jeopardy. That is
unacceptable.

“We will work with our partners
at the police, step up our monitor-
ing and will not hesitate to fine
inconsiderate drivers.

“We are committed to supporting
local businesses on Clifton Road
and will work with them to ensure
their customers are able to park
safely near to their shops.”

Drivers looking to visit super-
markets, bars and takeaways in the
area are advised that legal park-
ing is available nearby at Moultrie
Road, Gas Street car park, Railway
Terrace car park and John Barford
multi-storey car park.

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk,
roadsandtransport for more infor-
mation about roads and transport
in Warwickshire.

DRWES |
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Are you looking to improve or enlarge

your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a beautiful new patio or driveway in
Coventry, Bromsgrove, Redditch, Solihull, Leamington,

Kidderminster and Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We've designed and built just about every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction and unlike other driveway

companies, with us you pay absolutely nothing upfront.
* Give us a call and you could save upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk

Championing the needs of Rugby residents since 1991 and delivering the n

s to you every wee



PAGE 2

The Observer, Friday April 25, 2025

Dad’s care is inspiring Lewis to
box clever for Myton Hospices

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

HEAVYWEIGHT support
has been thrown behind The
Myton Hospices with the
appointment of a profession-
al boxer as its ambassador.

Lewis Williams, from Leamington,
has pledged his support to the char-
ity, which has hospices in Warwick,
Coventry and Rugby, as he contin-
ues his professional boxing career.

The 26-year-old’s association
with The Myton Hospices started in
2023 when his dad was cared for by
the Myton at Home team.

He said: “I am immensely proud
to be a Myton ambassador. From
the moment Myton entered our
lives, I knew that if I ever had a
platform to promote their incred-
ible work, it would be an honour
to do so.”

Setting his sights on raising an
ambitious §1million over the course
of his career, Lewis has set himself
the challenge to raise £20,000 over
the next year, which could fund one
month of specialist nursing care.

Titled '20 in 25, Lewis is hoping
to raise this total through chal-

lenges and events.

In 2020, Lewis’ dad, Bob, was
diagnosed with a lung and heart
condition and his health started to
deteriorate. At the time, Lewis was
getting prepared to train for the
Paris 2024 Olympics and had an
upcoming tournament that could
pave the way to the Olympics.

But Bob’s health worsened in late
2023, and the Myton at Home team
visited him three times a day where
they cared for him in his home dur-
ing his last month with his family.

Lewis continued: “The Myton
team were brilliant with dad and
they couldn’t have made it any
easier for us or him at what was an
incredibly difficult and emotional
time.

“But what means the most is the
time they gave us with dad. I was
due to compete in a tournament
when Myton got involved and, luck-
ily, one of the nurses had a boxing
background and he knew what I
was going through. He pulled me
aside and told me that time was run-
ning out. He didn’t tell me to miss
the tournament but he was honest
about what was happening. So, I
pulled out of the tournament and
stayed at home with dad.”

J -

A

Champion! - Clinical nurse practioners Andy Houghton and Jo Pemberton welcome new ambassa-
dor Lewis Williams. Picture by Marcus Mingins 1725010MMR

M

Bob died in January 2024, aged 71, sur-
rounded by family.

Lewis added: “Boxing rules your life, you
miss birthdays, weddings and funerals, train-
ing is everything. While it was a hard decision
in some ways to miss the Olympics, for me it
was a no brainer — I'll always have a career
but I will only get one dad. I owe my boxing

Visit

PHOENIX *COACHES
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th Black Country Living
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17th National Memorial LU e )

Arboretum & Litchfield .£25.00 £20.00 28th Hampton Court............ £58.00 £50.00
27th Shrewsbury.................. £25.00 £20.00 July
28th Fantasy Island 5th Skegness.........cccccveeenee. £27.50 £22.00

Ingoldmells................... £27.50 £22.00 gty \Velton Mowbray........... £25.00 £20.00
31:,:‘2hatsworth HOUS® ... £58.00 £50.00 12th Wellesbourne Market ....£15.00 £12.00
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14th Liverpool & Afternoon 29th Bury Market.................. £27.00 £22.00

TealGruisel oo £49.00 £37.00 31st Weston-super-mare ......£27.00 £22.00

5 Days/4 Nights £375 Per Person
Steam train & Cream Tea

4 Days/3 Nights 325 Per Person

5 Days/4 Nights £496 Per Person

Scarborough - The Boston Hotel 28th July-1st August 2025
Price Includes All coach travel, 4 Nights accommodation, evening meal & Breakfast, Day excursions,
Paignton - Queens Hotel 8th-11th August 2025
Price Includes All coach travel, 4 Nights accommodation, evening meal & Breakfast, Day excursions,
Boat trip around Dartmouth & Visit to Brixham, Bicton park Botanical Gardens & Cream Tea

Normandy- Ibis Styles Ouistreham 15th-19th August 2025

Price Includes All coach travel, 4 Nights accommodation, breakfast, entrance to Normandy Museums,
English & American Cemeteries, 1 evening meal in a Restaurant

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

journey to my dad, he was the one who took
me out of Scouts and into the boxing gym,
and he was an inspiration even when he was
very ill.”

Jjustgiving.com/campaign/lewis-wil-

liams-20-in-25 to donate to Lewis’ fundrais-
ing campaign.

S —

ABOVE - Bob was incredibly sup-
portive of Lewis’ boxing career.

LEFT - Lewis with his dad Bob.

ANTIQUE &

VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 27TH APRIL
ENTRY 9AM - 2PN

Sky Blug Sports Connexion Ryton on Dunsmore CV8 3FL
Free parking & café - Entry £3, under 16's FREE
Dogs are welcome
Gontact 07939 445024 www.gjfairs.co.uk

Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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Taking on a mini-marathon to
support their teacher’s efforts

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

DETERMINED children at
a Rugby infant school have
fired the starting pistol on a
teacher’s fund-raising cam-

paign.

Bilton Infant School teacher
Fran Condry is running the London
Marathon on Sunday (April 27) in
aid of deaf-blind charity Sense - and
pupils at the school took part in
their own mini-marathon in support
of her efforts.

Year 2 teacher Fran - who will
be joined at the London Marathon
by her dad Ed Condry and her
job-share partner Helen Andrews
- wanted to raise funds for Sense
because the charity has supported
her daughter Mia, who was born
with cerebral palsy and without
eyes, for her whole life.

To raise awareness of the charity
and give her fund-raising campaign
a boost, Fran organised a mini-
marathon at the school

She said: “We wanted all the
kids to challenge themselves to do
something they might not otherwise
have done.

“We set up a 400-metre course
around the school grounds and chal-
lenged the children to run around it
as many times as possible in an
afternoon.

“Mayor Simon Ward wished
them luck and started each class in

The school’s pupils met on the playground to complete a dance warm up before the

turn. School staff and Bilton Junior
pupils were stationed all around the
course to cheer the children on with
tambourines and drums, and Year 2
had made signs, motivational post-
ers and London marathon bunting.
“We thought some children would
get tired and stop after 15 minutes
or so, and so were bowled over
when they all kept going until home
time! We were amazed at their resil-
ience and determination, and so
proud of every single one of them.
“We were blown away by the sup-
port from the lovely families at our

event got underway. Picture by Marcus Mingins 1625007MMR3

school who raised well over £1,000
for Sense.”

Fran is facing her big challenge
this weekend to celebrate Mia's
18th birthday next month.

She said: “I wanted to do some-
thing to give back to Sense to
celebrate her birthday, as we were
told when she was born that it was
unlikely that she would survive.

“I want to thank the charity that
has stood by our family in many
outstanding and practical ways for
the past 18 years. Thanks to Sense,
Mia is growing into the confident

and independent adult that she is.”

Fran said Mia’s conditions - which
include epilepsy and developmental
delay - restrict her movement and
mean she requires 24-hour care.

She added: “Mia is growing up in
a different world to most teenagers.
She doesn’t care about what she or
anyone else looks like and she is
not bothered by phones or technol-
ogy. Her world view is pretty simple
- she wants to have a laugh, go on
adventures and eat chocolate.

“Her bravery astounds me - this
week she was surfing on a seated

board in hail, wind and rain with
really choppy waves. So whilst her
body won't let her do a lot of things
independently, her heart will let her
do most things.”

She said Sense had provided Mia
with an ‘endless list’ of practical,
fun and creative support over the
years, including tailored holidays,
activities, training, music and play
sessions and more, adding: “Sense
has taught us that there should be
no limits to what Mia can achieve,
as long as she has the right support
around her.”

Alongside Ed and Helen, Fran
has already raised over £12,000 for
the cause - and is on her marks to
further boost that total.

“I am feeling nervous and excit-
ed about running the London
Marathon,” she said. “But I know
that when it is getting hard, I can
dig deep and think about Mia and
- hopefully! - push through. And
I'm hoping that next year she’ll be
doing it with us!”

Visit https://tinyurl.com/bdcvebeu
to sponsor Fran, Ed and Helen.

On your marks! Left to right:
Fran Condry, Mayor Simon
Ward, Ed Condry and (front,
second left) Mia send the first
class of kids on their way
around the 400-metre course.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
1625007MMR2
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God's promise for Israel
- a land of future glory

Hear what the Bible has to say (God Willing)
Sunday 27th April at 3pm

Barnacle Village Hall, Lower Road, Barnacle, Warwickshire, CV7 9LD
Or view live online Zoom ID : 852 9390 2690
us02web.zoom.us/j/85293902690

w
E: ]

: www.christadelphians.co.uk
i i P: 0800 144 5556
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Coming

Worried about today? The future?

Do you wonder why the world is in such a state? Every way we turn
there seems to be another problem. Perhaps there are things that

worry us, such as

* War and the threat of more war * Climate change
* Cost of living crisis * Energy crisis * Famine ¢ Anti-social behaviour

* NHS under pressure

Or perhaps the huge uncertainty brought to the world by the new
US leadership.

This is the world in which we live, but happily it will not always be the

same. God has a plan for

A New World Order

which will soon bring His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, back to the earth
to reign as king and bring peace and stability to the benefit of all.

Hear what the Bible has to say about today, but also importantly about

the New World which will soon be here

Tuesday 29th April at 8pm (God Willing)

Lutterworth Town Hall

Or view live online Zoom ID: 852 9390 2690
us02web.zoom.us/j/85293902690
W: www.christadelphians.co.uk
E: info@christadelphians.co.uk P: 0800 144 5556
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PHOTOGRAPHY fans
will be in for a treat at
Leamington’s All Saints’
Parish Church where a
record number of pictures
will be on view from this
weekend.

Some 240 prints and digital
images will be on display as part
of Leamington Spa Photographic
Society’s (LSPS) annual exhibi-
tion, which is free to visit, from
Saturday (April 26) until May 4.

LSPS is one of the largest and
most active photographic clubs in
the Midlands, with more than 100
members and 15 special interest
groups, ranging from landscape

on pho

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

to macro and abstract to street.

This year the exhibition show-
cases pictures by around half of
LSPS’s members, including all the
winning and highly-placed images
from its annual competition.

That was judged by Nat Coalson,
a locally-based professional
fine art photographer who runs
Gallery Photiq in Leamington
with his wife Ruth.

Nat said: “Seeing the quality
of the images has been really
inspiring.

“A great photo does not hap-

FAR LEFT:
Welcoming
the

Passengers
by Keith
Roberts
from Leek
Wootton.

LEFT:
Scorched
Tree by
Gareth
Seglenieks

from

Bidford.

RIGHT:
Mute Swan
by David
Child from

pen by accident, this is a journey
without an end.

“I'm honoured to have been
asked to judge such a fantastic
body of work, and we are fortu-
nate to have a photography club
with such skill and talent here in
Leamington.”

That sentiment was echoed by
LSPS chairman Peter Chappell,
who said of the exhibition: “The
number of entries and the quality
of the work is testament to the
success of LSPS in encouraging
members to develop their photo-
graphic journeys.”

Leamington deputy mayor
Ruggy Singh will present awards
to the winners in the annual

Leamington.

gaphers’ skis

competition and other competi-
tions held throughout the LSPS
season.

The winning entries, which will
be on show alongside other high-
ly-placed and submitted images,
were:

Club Level Digital Image
Teamwork by Winnie Liu.

Club Level Print - Mute Swan by
David Child.

Portrait Print - Welcoming the
Passengers by Keith Roberts.

Local Scene - Summer Loving
(Jephson Gardens) by Mike
Kupczenko.

Colour Print - Chesil Beach by
Richard Earp.

Digital Image - Northern Light
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by Hugh Matthews.

Monochrome Print - Scorched
Tree by Gareth Seglenieks.

Natural History Print - Low Key
Chimp by Rob Musgrove.

Natural History Digital Image
- Kingfisher at Union Wharf by
Jonathan Corbett.

Landscape Print - Workers
Meeting Place by Roger
Lickfold.

The exhibition is open daily
from 10.30am to 5.30pm (midday
to 5pm on Sundays).

It can also be viewed online
at lsps.org.uk where infor-
mation about Leamington Spa
Photographic Society can also be
found.

Did you know that City Bathrooms has been
installing quality kitchens for over 30 years?

Why not come and see for yourself with displays over three floors.

Bring in your measurements to our showroom or let us come out to your home at
a time that suits youl!

City Bathrooms & Kitchens
024 7636 5877 | citybaths@gmail.com
www.city-bathrooms.com
158 Longford Road, Coventry, CV6 6DR

e T

Call us today to
book a design

appointment on
024 7636 5877

£500 off
with this advert
on all fully
fitted kitchens
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3D printing sees
statues return

by Mia Whitehouse
news@bullivantmedia.com

C OVENTRY
Charterhouse is set to
celebrate the return
of two 14th-centu-
ry statues thanks
to the 3D printing of
the Manufacturing
Technology Centre
(MTC) which is helping
to preserve the city’s
heritage.

The statues of St Denis
and St Lawrence were hid-
den in the garden at the
Charterhouse during the dis-
solution of the monastries in
the 16th-century. They were
rediscovered and donated to
St Osburg’s Church in the
18th-century and were then
found and restored in 1944,
more than 100 years later.

Now, due to MTC’s meticu-
lous work, 3D printed rep-
licas of the statues will be
restored to the Charterhouse
after being printed layer by
layer after detailed scans
were carried out to ensure
they were identical to the
originals.

Joe Darlington, director of
technology at MTC, said: “As
a Coventry-based organisa-
tion, we're excited to apply
our technical expertise to the
preservation of the region’s
history.

“While our 3D printing

A traditional garden centre that focuses on prowdlng
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts

work typically focuses on
developing parts and com-
ponents for industry, this
collaboration showcases the
versatility of the technology
we work with and the mean-
ingful impact it can have on
our communities.”

This Spring, the
Charterhouse is preparing
to reopen as part of a new
partnership between National
Trust and Historic Coventry
Trust. There will be new arte-
facts on display, serving as

a poignant reminder of the
site’s rich history and the
monks who once lived there.

Tom Grosvenor, senior pro-
gramme manager at National
Trust, said: “As we prepare
to open the Charterhouse as
our first site in Coventry,
we’re particularly looking
forward to working with the
local community and creating
a place where residents can
come together and be part of
the Charterhouse’s present
and future.”

Jennie Rutte, manager

at Historic Coventry Trust,
said: “It’s truly wonderful
to see these statues return
to their original home at
Charterhouse as copies.”

Visit www.historiccoven-
trytrust.org.uk/visit/charter-
house/ to learn more about
the Charterhouse, and www.
the-mtc.org for more infor-
mation on MTC.

The 3D printed statue

of St Lawrence will be
displayed alongside St
Denis at Charterhouse. s

Police launch
appeal after
robber strikes
at city shop

Police would like to speak to
this man in connection with a
robbery in Coventry.

A SHOP worker has been
threatened during a robbery in
Coventry.

It took place in Alfall Road at
around 4pm on March 22.

Police would like to speak to the
man pictured in connection with the
incident.

Anyone with information is asked
to contact police via the Live Chat
facility at www.westmidlands.police.
uk, or by calling 101, quoting inci-
dent number 20/191075/25.

L EAMINGTON SPR
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CHIPPING NORTON BICES

A world of @éaw

OPEN 6 DAYS

A WEEK

Tues-Sat 9-5.30pm
Sun 10.30-4.30pm
Open Bank Holiday
Mondays

On A423 Southam Road,

Nr Farnborough, Banbury, 0X17 1EL

Tel 01295 690479

customersaIes@larnboroughgardencentre co-uk

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN
WON'T COST YOU THE EARTH




) MAPS & GIFTS
Rugby’s No1.
Independent
Bookseller

LEFT:
Bookshop
owner
Christopher
Hunt invites
book lovers to
meet authors
at the events.

RIGHT:
Award-
winning
broadcaster
and comedian
Robin Ince
will discuss
his new book,
Normally
Weird and
Weirdly
Normal, at an
event in July.
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Shop’s novel way to meet authors

AUTHORS will give insights
into their work at a series
of events hosted by a belov-
ed independent bookshop
in Rugby town centre.
Hunt’s Bookshop has announced
a line-up of author events taking
place in the spring and summer.
Local author Jen Smith will
launch her new novel Carbon
Dating, described as a captivat-
ing romance filled with history,
second chances and undeniable
chemistry, on Friday (April 25).
Author and journalist Alice
Vincent will come to the book-
shop on May 7 for an insightful
conversation around her power-
ful new book, Hark: How Women
Listen. Named an Independent

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

‘Best Book to Look Out For in
2025’, the book explores the
overwhelming noise of modern
life — both literal and societal —
and asks how women can reclaim
listening as something restorative
and empowering.

On June 14, author Abigail
Johnson will host an afternoon
discussing her heartwarming
debut, The Secret Collector — an
uplifting novel about friendship
across generations, the strength
of community, and finding hope
which will resonate with fans of
Sally Page.

Coventry Youth Operetta Group

And on July 2, award-winning
broadcaster and comedian Robin
Ince will discuss his new book,
Normally Weird and Weirdly
Normal - a candid exploration
of anxiety, ADHD, and neurodi-
versity in which Robin offers a
humorous yet insightful perspec-
tive, reminding us that it’s OK to
embrace our differences.

Bookshop owner Christopher
Hunt said: “We’re thrilled to offer
our community the chance to
connect with a range of authors,
from debut voices to established
literary icons.

“Whether you're an avid read-
er or simply looking for a new
way to engage with the liter-
ary world, we invite you to join

us for these unmissable events.
We are committed to creating a
vibrant atmosphere where people
can come together, celebrate lit-
erature, and meet their favourite
authors in person.

“We’re dedicated to providing a
space for all book lovers to con-
nect with the authors they admire,
and we look forward to welcom-
ing you to our events soon.”

More events are due to be
announced in the coming weeks.
Visit www.huntsbookshop.com
for more information.

Author and journalist Alice
Vincent will host an insightful
conversation around her
powerful new book, Hark: How
Women Listen, on May 7.
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This amateur production is presented hy arrangement with Music Theatre International
All authorised performance materials are also supplied by MTI day 8th May 20.0! 3.00
www.mtishows.co.uk riday 9th May ALLTICKETS - £20.00

The Albany Theatre, Coventry CV5 6J0
Box Office: 024 7699 8964 - Book Online: www.albanytheatre.co.uk

i ience now!
G \ynur‘mﬁ‘gu\den tigket' to ]mnthg expene’
= Ge e s

TICKET PRICES
FULL PRICE CONCESSION RATE

20 00 8.00
0.0t

DATE

Wednesday




The Observer, Friday April 25, 2025

Bloor Homes
withdraws from
rugby club deal

by Philippa Mingins

THE RELOCATION of a
Kenilworth Rugby Club
has been thrown into
doubt.

The club has been grant-
ed planning permission for
a new ground off Warwick
Road and housing developer
Bloor Homes had been due to
purchase the club’s existing
Glasshouse Lane sites to help
finance the project.

The club signed an agree-
ment in November 2021 to
sell the land to Bloor Homes
which planned to develop the
site for housing as part of the
‘Warwick District Local Plan.

But the developer has now
withdrawn.

Rugby club chairman Paul
Fountaine described it as a
severe blow to the club which
celebrated its 100th anniver-

sary this year.
He continued: “We are
extremely disappointed,

having jointly overcome a
number of hurdles that Bloor
Homes has decided to with-
draw for commercial reasons
four years after their original
offer was submitted.
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A computer generated image of the new ground.

“While the impact of their
withdrawal will be heavily
felt across all sections of the
club, we must now review
the options open to us, and
gauge the level of interest in
our site from other develop-
ers such that we can meet the
club’s aspirations for the new
ground where we still hope
to provide a top-class facil-
ity for the local community
and rugby football in south
‘Warwickshire. Events such
as KENFEST have demon-
strated we are so much more
than just a rugby club.”

Mr Fountaine added that
KRFC will now be reviewing

their development strategy
to ensure that the club can
maximise its offering to its
members and remain com-
mitted to fostering a love
for rugby, supporting player
development, and continuing
its proud tradition of commu-
nity engagement through the
values of the game of rugby,
across all ages.

Bloor Homes’s planning
application to Warwick
District Council for 200
homes off Glasshouse Lane
has not been withdrawn from
consideration.

The developer declined to
comment.
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ARBURY HALL
NUNEATON

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY
OPENING

£
The Hall, Gardens and Stable
Tearooms will be openon
Sunday 4 May & Uik
Monday 5 May 2025
from/1pm until 6pm
(last tour 4.30pm)"
Dogs'on leads are welcome in the gardens.
For further details\- 01676 540529

%

MOBILITY SCOOTER

MEBILITY

SPRING SALE

e Amph boot scooter e Easily transportable
e Up to 10 mile range e Up to 20st user weight
e Airline friendly batteries

SAVE
£300 J1 10

WAS £799.99

Only 1 Scooter per Customer and this offer is only valid till 30th April 2025
7 Sherbourne Arcade, Lower Precinct, Coventry CV1 1 DN

02476 630444

Pictures for ilustration VW VW WL 1] axm O b iIi ty. C o - u k Prices with VAT Exemption

Lots of other Spring Sale

Offers in Store - Amazing
selection to choose from

REGAIN YOUR INDEPENDENGCE AND FREEDOM

éb

(opposite 'Home Bargains')
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Theatre group sets
stage for creatives

A ‘WONDERFUL’ project is
bringing a song and a smile
to socially disadvantaged
and homeless performers in
Coventry.

Socially disadvantaged and home-
less performers from Underground
Lights community theatre group
have been exploring a range of new
creative skills in a collaboration
with The University of Warwick.

‘Working with local musicians
and the university’s Theatre and
Performance Studies department,
the group have composed songs
with themes and lyrics that are
meaningful to their lives — and per-
formed them in public at Coventry
Central Hall.

Run for and by adults who are
experiencing homelessness, mental
health distress, or social isolation,
Underground Lights runs ‘Creative
Cafes’ and drama workshops.

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

Nadine Holdsworth, Professor of
Theatre and Performance at The
University of Warwick, was recently
honoured with the High Sheriff’s
award for her inspiring work on the
project.

She said: “Underground Lights
is a wonderful organisation that
welcomes everyone and provides a
platform for a diverse group of peo-
ple who have felt ignored and mar-
ginalised in society to come togeth-
er to learn new skills, increase their
confidence and build a mutually
supportive community.”

Group participant John told how
his issues with drink and drugs
led him to being in and out of jail
for around 30 years and becoming
homeless ‘more times than I can
remember’.

Now in recovery, John says
Underground Lights is like a sec-
ond home.

He said: “For my personal jour-
ney it’s been a great help. I've done
loads of stuff with them. I'm a rap-
per now, and I don’t have to write
my lyrics, because I spent 20 years
when I was in jail writing them.”

Fellow participant Johnny, who
discovered Underground Lights
when he was living in hostels, says
the group has helped him make
friends and discover more about
himself and his talents.

He said: “Recently I've been diag-
nosed with PTSD, so Underground
Lights gave me a good outlet work-
ing through some of my issues and
memories. It led me to my passion
for music, and learning how to DJ.

“I've now worked as a DJ and
been paid for it. It's been weird
going from sofa-surfing and home-
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Socially disadvantaged and homeless performers have composed
songs with themes and lyrics that are meaningful to their lives.
Picture by University of Warwick / Fai Banks

lessness and living in hostels, to
having a one bed place, getting
married, living in a three-bed house
and meeting a bunch of people that
have been through the same experi-
ences, and everyone exploring their
own individuality and talents — it’'s
really been an eye-opener.”

Johnny now hopes to apply to

study music at university.

The project will culminate in an
exhibition that captures the proc-
esses and outcomes of the creative
workshop phase.

The exhibition takes place at the
Creative Learning Space at Warwick
Arts Centre at 5pm on Thursday
May 15.

The . . . . .
Eoventy New dementia choir aiming to strike a chord
Singers,

which A CHARITY has set up the on May 1 and 15, June 12 for people living with Choir’ has also high-

:‘he;g: Coventry Memory Singers and 19 and July 3 and 17. dementia is such a joyous lighted the positive effects
living with for people living with The sessions include and liberating experience. of music as ‘medicine’,
dementia dementia. warm-ups, activity songs Participants at our existing extending to unlocking

is ’ The new singing group, and familiar tunes, with live =~ Memory Singers tell us it’s memories and re-establish-
Armonico Armonico Consort’s third, musical accompaniment the highlight of their week ing cognitive pathways.
Consort’s launched earlier this month  and refreshments. and we're delighted to be Email sriddell@armonico.
third at Bond’s Hospital in Sarah Riddle, opera- launching our third group.”  org.uk or visit: armonico.
group. s Coventry. tions manager at Armonico Line of Duty’s Vicky org.uk/communities to join,

The next sessions will be

Consort, said: “Singing

McClure’s ‘Our Dementia

volunteer or find out more.

FINANC

SIMPSON

CIAL

SERVIC

We can help you answer that question.

Get expert advice from an award-winning
local independent financial adviser now.

&, 0800 6342 1M
office@simpsonfs.co.uk
5 www.simpsonfs.co.uk

Follor ws FIO @O

Find out more
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Extra grants help
to spread the love

APPLICATIONS have opened
for community grants to sup-
port this summer’s Love
Rugby Festival.

Town centre businesses and com-
munity organisations and sports
club across the borough can now
apply for a grant to help stage an
event during the festival, which
takes place from June 20 to July 6.

The Love Rugby Festival aims
to create the borough’s very own
summer of love with a packed pro-
gramme featuring live music, thea-
tre, art, heritage and sport.

Rugby Borough Council has
organised the festival aiming to cre-
ate a sense of pride in the borough,
boost footfall in the town centre and
celebrate Rugby’s diverse communi-

Rugby Town Guides are experts
in the history and heritage of the
town.

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

ties. The Love Rugby Festival coin-
cides with Rugby School’s Festival
on The Close and Warwickshire
Open Studios’ Summer Art Weeks
festival.

Community organisations and
town centre business can now apply
for a grant of up to £250 to stage a
festival event in the town centre.

The community grants aim to
support a wide range of events and
activities which celebrate Rugby’s
arts, heritage and culture.

Meanwhile, sports clubs in the
borough can apply for a grant of
up to §500 to deliver free taster
sessions to encourage new par-

ticipation or stage an open day to
promote the club.

Tom Kittendorf, Rugby Borough
Council chief officer for leisure and
wellbeing, said: “The Love Rugby
Festival aims to promote the very
best of the borough, bringing our
communities together to celebrate
our diversity and the place we live.

“Our town centre businesses,
community and voluntary organisa-
tions, and sports clubs all have a
vital part to play in helping us to
spread the love this summer dur-
ing the festival fortnight, so we're
looking forward to receiving grant
applications and putting the fin-
ishing touches to the full festival
line-up.”

Grant applications, dealt with on
a first come, first served basis,

LyVE
RJGM

FESTIVA-
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Coun Neil Sandison and Coun Maggie O’Rourke pictured in March,
unveiling the logos to launch the Love Rugby Festival.

must be submitted by Wednesday
April 30. Visit www.rugby.gov.uk/
LoveRugby for more information
and to apply.

The council plans to announce the
full Love Rugby Festival line-up at

www.rugby.gov.uk/LoveRugby once
details have been finalise

Email chris@ucltd.co.uk for more
information about staging a festival
event, or support to promote your
event.

Guides provide step into the past to showcase heritage

FREE guided tours of Rugby
town centre are under way.

The award-winning Rugby
Town Guides will run tours every
Saturday until October 11.

The guides — experts in the
history and heritage of the town
— share their unique knowledge
with residents and visitors on a
journey through the town centre,
revealing fascinating facts.

Tours take in iconic build-
ings and landmarks in the town

Wilkes

centre, with guides revealing the
stories behind the borough’s his-
tory.

Stops on the tours include
the Webb Ellis Rugby Football
Museum, the statue commemo-
rating William Webb Ellis, The
Queen’s Gates at the entrance
of The Close at Rugby School,
St Andrew’s Church, the statue
of Rupert Brooke and the monu-
ment to Sir Frank Whittle.

This year marks the 10th anni-

versary of the volunteer Town
Guides Group, initially created
to welcome visitors during the
2015 Rugby World Cup.

Rugby Borough Council’s chief
officer for leisure and wellbeing,
Tom Kittendorf, said: “It’s lovely
to see the town guide tours rar-
ing to go again this year, cel-
ebrating 10 years since their
introduction.

“We look forward to wel-
coming visitors this season,

with this year’s Women’s
Rugby World Cup back again
in England, and being able to
share Rugby town’s history as
‘home of the game’.”

All tours start at Rugby Visitor
Centre and last for around 90
minutes.

Visit www.therugbytown.co.uk/
townguides or call Rugby Visitor
Centre on (01788) 533217 to
book in advance by 3pm the day
before.

For success in business and peace of mind in life — our legal experts
are there to guide and support you at every step.

- Notary Services

+ Buying & Selling Property

+ Court of Protection

+ Family Law

+ Personal Injury &Clinical Negligence
- Contentious Probate

orcall

for more information

We can help you with:

Property disputes

+ Tax Planning & Trusts
Wills & Estates Administration
Corporate & Commercial
Business Turnaround

- Debt Recovery

+ Employment Issues
+ Planning

- Real Estate

-+ Dispute Resolution

Your legal partner

for

and
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i BED FA T R SPECIALISTS IN BEDS AND MATTRESSES FOR
PEOPLE WITH BACK, SHOULDER OR HIP PAIN.
The Ha"isg’:d:'a"dmade s"ﬂt:n"dv,\(,,z(:,iepr;::': € 1 WEEK DELIVERY ON ELECTRIC BEDS

BN é’&w\ ; "

O° L t“ Qo

F 3
5 POINT
MASSAGE

MATTRESS NOW <&
X AVAILABLE TO TRY
IN STORE.

Complete Range of Harrison Single £449 » Double £499 Single £339 » Double £419 We are specialists in electric adjustable beds and have
FR Chemical Free Beds on Show King £599 « Super King £699 King £469 « Super King £589 A Large Selection Available Starting From £999

Avon Fire Side Chair Special Edition Bedroom Furniture Ce I e b rlty
2 Drawer Bed Set . .

studloim store

3'0 was £449 now £389
£669.00 4'6 Was £599 now £499 5 .
5'0 was £699 now £599 Furniture Available

Full Range of Bedroom

Mammoth M Scuhpport Beds .
Ultimate Health airs

Mattress Riser Electric Corner

Adjustable Headboards

5’0 Pure Mattress or BELELEH

2000 Limited Stocks Mattress
Reduced from £2139 JRUEISEN Wardrobes Toppers
TO JUST £1599

— - - Lamps Pillows Duvets Z Beds
Helps reduce back, shoulder and hip pain

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL
139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
. 01926 422404 Sl Trustpilot %% % % %
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LEFT: Rugby Art Gallery and Museum’s (RAGM) treasure hunt challenged kids to find the pieces of a missing sculpture. Pictures by Marcus Mingins 1725009MMR1. MIDDLE: Storyteller Olivia
Cormell and the Easter bunny with eager listeners. 1725009MMR8. RIGHT: Let’s play with clay.1725009MMR7

LEFT: The storytelling session sparked kids’ curiosity. Pictures by Marcus Mingins 1725009MMR9 MIDDLE: We’re Going on an Egg Hunt! Olivia Cormell reads stories to children.
1725009MMR10. RIGHT: Throughout the holidays, RAGM invited children to contribute to a collaborative project to create a giant sculpture in the venue’s activity space. 1725009MMR2

@ Arden House
18-20 Clarendon Square
Leamington Spa
01926 353 649

It’s time to

about care

With award-winning not-for-profit
care homes, longer trial stays and
Home for Life funding assurance.

Finally, care that
feels good to Mum.
And to you.

’ greensleeves
care
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A crafty way of keeping everyone
occupied over the Easter break

A CRACKING good time has been had by kids
in Rugby as a host of Easter activities has
been keeping them busy during the school
holidays.

Rugby Art Gallery and Museum hosted a
programme of arts and craft workshops and
activities inspired by its latest exhibition,
Beyond the Canvas — A Celebration of British
Sculpture from The Ingram Collection.

They included workshops in pottery, wet
felting, junk modelling, dough sculpting, a
treasure hunt, and an ongoing collaborative
collaborative project to create a giant sculp-
ture in the venue’s activity space.

Across the town centre, Asda hosted free
Easter craft activities including the deco-

Getting a
hand from
mum at
RAGM'’s pot-
tery work-
shop. Picture
by Marcus
Mingins

More pictures opposite

rating of sweet jars, Sweet Art School held
Easter Cupcake decorating workshops, and
Art at the Alex ran a series of workshops with
an Easter twist, in which Rugby artists and
makers showed participants how to create
fun items to gift, display or use.

Children enjoyed scouring the streets for
the Easter bunny during an ongoing town
centre trail for a chance to win some Easter
treats.

And Hunt’'s Bookshop hosted a special
interactive storytime reading of ‘We’'re Going
on an Egg Hunt’ and other Easter themed
stories, along with some fun activities.

Crafting a love for pottery. Picture by Marcus Mingins 1725009MMR3

IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they
don't have enough stock left to service them.

COVENTRYY

E;\TAB
c»V"A"E”"“SE M&H B e

E'Tmsco

OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 5EY

Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on to YOU.

B RAN D NAM E CAR P ETS We’-;’r'eorggmcr'nggelgif"c‘),r cﬂr)l(c!v? p’:ﬂ:esstﬁugllfyoseggcairg?xferglvoerrgnge
AT LOW LOW PRICES

o sET _ BE QUICK

arpet Mm qh

throughout the Midlands. There are no R.R. prices on carpets so if others
50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal hi

ive
Pnces ALWAYS

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985

SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE

v

[www.salecarpet.uk |
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,BED

Choose from

* Open Coil Mattresses

* Memory Mattresses

* Pocket Sprung Mattresses
* Gel Mattresses

* Hybrid Mattresses

MATTRESSES

* Choose your preferred
firmness

* Choose your size

* Choose your budget

* Bespoke mattresses

and beds made to order

‘ DOUBLE COMPLETE BED

* We have budget friendly to luxury
* All types of mattresses for comfort and support
* Fast delivery service

Great Prices on Quality Beds. Don't miss out!

BEDS & FURNITURE

Henley Rd,
Coventry CV2 1AB

02476 603254

SOFAS4 ALL

* Leather Suites

* Modern Sofas

* Traditional Sofas
* Corner Sofas

* Sofa Beds

Bt
4 CORNER SOFAS

* Comfort
i * Style
* Quality

QUALITY SOFAS * Low Prices

DAY RY E DR :

' +
~~comfortmatters.co.uk~~

-

The Observer, Friday April 25, 2025

&3.3m boost to

bring 700 new
charging points

ELECTRIC car drivers are set to get
much more choice to charge up in
Warwickshire.

Around 700 new electric vehicle (EV) pub-
lic chargepoints are to be installed following
Warwickshire County Council’s approval to
invest nearly §£3.3million in public charging
infrastructure.

The funding comes from the Department
for Transport’s Local Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure (LEVI) fund.

The procurement process is now under-
way, with the aim of awarding contracts by
September. It is anticipated that the new
twin-socket chargepoints will be installed
across the county over the next three to four
years.

The new chargepoints will be delivered
with a firm focus on public need, being stra-

tegically located to prioritise areas where
residents lack off-street parking.

‘WCC'’s transport spokesperson Coun Jan
Matecki said: “This is a crucial step in our
journey towards a more sustainable trans-
port future. By investing in public charging
infrastructure, we are making it easier for
residents to switch to electric vehicles and
reduce their carbon footprint.

“Jointly procuring with other authorities
will both allow us to do more in Warwickshire
and enable other authorities to do more with
their resources. If we are to face the climate
challenge, it’s vital that we take opportuni-
ties like this to work together and get maxi-
mum value out of the money we have.”

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/roads-
transport/charge-points-electric-vehicles to
find out more about electric vehicle charging
in Warwickshire.

Learner drivers are being offered a helping steer.

Driving a new vision

of learning

LEARNER drivers in Warwickshire are being
steered in the right direction.

‘Warwickshire Road Safety Partnership is
holding a free event designed to support par-
ents and learner drivers to navigate the learn
to drive process.

It aims to provide valuable insights and
practical advice to achieve a successful jour-
ney towards obtaining a driver’s license.

Experienced driving instructors and spe-
cialists will be available to share their exper-
tise and personal experience, answering
questions and providing top tips for learner
drivers and their parents.

The interactive event looks to benefit
anyone thinking about learning to drive
and learners getting ready to pass. Parents
can also benefit by understanding the legal
requirements for supervising learner driv-
ers and how to create a safe and supportive
learning environment

to drive

This 60-minute event takes place on April
30, from 6pm to 7pm.

To book a place and receive a link to join
this event, or for further information visit
events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b2bca0f2-
a0f1-4cbf-847b-9a24a40e6e71@88b0aa06-
5927-4bbb-a893-89cc2713ac82

Mark Ryder, Warwickshire County
Council’s director for communities said:
“Learning to drive is a significant milestone,
and Warwickshire County Council is commit-
ted to supporting our residents through this
journey. This free event, in partnership with
Norfolk County Council, provides invaluable
resources and expert guidance, ensuring
both learner drivers and their parents are
well-equipped for safe and successful driv-
ing. We encourage everyone embarking on
this journey to take advantage of this fantas-
tic opportunity.”
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£10,000
OFF

ALL NEW LODGES
THIS MONTH

Court Farm Estates are a family owned business *FROM
committed to providing safe and friendly A\ £49.000
communities for people over the age of 45.

Fully furnished residential and luxury lodges available
from just £49,000 (with the £10,000 discount)*

N

Pet friendly parks

No stamp duty on purchases

pc e

Finance Guaranteed when placing a 50% deposit on
your new home.

01452 223811

how Laked Aston Court Norton Regency Court Woodland < Green Crize Orchard

UXURY LODGES e e e e e Rate LUX S LUXURY LODGES PARK HOMES

Gloucestershire, GL17 OPH Tewkesbury Gloucester, GL2 9LH Cheltenham, GL51 6SL Cheltenham, GL50 4PB Hereford, HR2 8AB Alcester, B50 4NP Kidlington, OX5 3DR
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CHEYLESMORE
MANOR

Congratulations on your forthcoming
ceremony!

We will do everything we can to make your
special day run as smoothly as possible - from
your first enquiry to the day itself. We aim to make
your day very special, leaving you to enjoy a
worry-free occasion with your family, friends and
each other. The remnants of a medieval royal
palace in Coventry city centre, the gatehouse of
Cheylesmore Manor is at the heart of the city. The
magnificent timber building is a key piece of
Coventry's rich and important heritage. Previously
the only unfortified royal palace outside of
London, Cheylesmore Manor is now used as a
stunning ceremony venue.

The Manor House houses three beautiful
ceremony rooms: The Queen Isabella Room, The
Black Prince Room and the Library Room. Our
Ceremony Team will do their best to make your
special day one you will never forget. The
Ceremony Coordinator will talk you through your
ceremony, answer any questions and personalise
your ceremony with you; No two relationships are
the same and no two weddings should be. Our
aim is to make your day perfect, everything you
have ever hoped & dreamed of.

Cheylesmore Manor House,
Manor House Drive, Coventry CV1 2ND

Tel: 07943 508349

k. 0
Coventry City Council
=

-

o»en-i:'.t:o.'.uk
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Chief Constable Craig Guildford chose the poster winner with police
puppies Archie and Kipling.

Force hosts National
Police Dog Trials

WEST Midlands Police is set to
host the 63rd annual National
Police Dog Trials.

The event will be held at three
sites across the region including
the force’s state-of-the art police
training centre, Tally Ho from
May 7 to

During the four-day event,
police dogs and their handlers
from across the country will com-
pete in a series of trials including

Midlands and across the country.
We can’t wait to showcase their
skills and show you how amazing
they really are.

“All of those competing will be
showcasing skill, control and dis-
cipline of the highest standard.

“We look forward to seeing
many of you at our community
open day.”
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New electric buses
hit region’s streets

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

BUS passengers across the
West Midlands are set for
quieter and greener bus
journeys, thanks to a new
fleet of zero emission buses
now in service.

It comes as National Express
West Midlands rolls out 170 new
Alexander Dennis Enviro400 dou-
ble decker zero emission buses as
part of a §95million investment to
modernise its fleet, reinforcing the
company’s commitment to creat-
ing a more sustainable future for
public transport.

The arrival of these state-of-the-
art buses bring the total number
of electric buses in operation to
329, meaning nearly a quarter of
National Express West Midlands’
bus fleet is now zero emissions.

Richard Parker, Mayor of the
West Midlands, said: “This region
is leading the way on greener pub-
lic transport — with an entire fleet
of electric buses being delivered in
Coventry and now 170 new zero-
emission buses across Birmingham,
the Black Country and Solihull.
That means cleaner air, quieter
streets and a more comfortable,
reliable service for passengers.”

National Express West Midlands
says each electric bus saves an
average of 61 tonnes of carbon
annually, reducing carbon emis-
sions by almost 20,000 tonnes
every year compared to the diesel
counterparts.

Antony Goozee, bus strategy and
commercial director at National
Express West Midlands, said:
“Replacing our diesel buses with
electric vehicles and modernising

e

/-\
B

IE263'

Powering o
green,
West Midiangs

lan Allder, business development director at Zenobe, Antony
Goozee, bus strategy and commercial director at National Express
West Midlands, Jo Shore, director of delivery at Transport for West
Midlands and Councillor Tim Huxtable, chair of Transport Delivery
Overview and Scrutiny Committee at WMCA. Picture by Stewart

Writtle.

our depots are key steps in our
journey towards operating a fully
zero-emission bus fleet by 2030.

“These new clean, green double-
decker buses are not just about
improving efficiency and reduc-
ing our environmental impact, they
also deliver a better experience
for our passengers with quieter,
smoother and more comfortable
journeys.”

In addition to the new vehicles,
National Express West Midlands
has completed a major infrastruc-
ture upgrade of its Yardley Wood
depot.

Originally built in 1938, the
depot has been modernised with
the installation of advanced charg-

ing infrastructure as part of ongo-
ing efforts to future-proof its oper-
ations and ensure long-term sus-
tainability in its services.

The bus operator’s Perry Barr
depot is also undergoing an elec-
trification upgrade which is due to
complete in the coming weeks.

Supporting this transition is EV
fleet and battery storage special-
ist Zenob, providing an end-to-end
Electric Transport as a Service
(ETaaS) solution to National
Express West Midlands.

This includes financing the vehi-
cles and the on-board batteries to
guarantee their performance while
in use and replacing them at the
end of their first, usable life.

agility, searching and obedience.

And to help promote the dog
trials, the force asked a selection
of schools from across the West
Midlands to design a poster for
the event.

They received hundreds of
entries and accompanied by
police puppies Archie and
Kipling, Chief Constable Craig
Guildford chose the winner.

West Midlands Police (WMP)
will also be hosting the National
Police Dog Trials Community
Open Day on May 10 which will
be open to members of the pub-

ic.

This will be a free event but
tickets will be limited, so reserva-
tion is suggested.

There will be demonstrations
from departments such as the
Drones, firearms and the police
puppies will also be making an
appearance.

West Midlands Fire and
Ambulance Services will also hold
demonstrations.

Chief Inspector Dan Lowe, from
the force’s Operations Unit, said:
“We’re looking forward to host-
ing the 63rd National Police Dog
Trials, the first one for WMP.

“Our police dog teams are
extremely valuable to police
forces and we couldn’t do this job
without their support. Over the
years, our dogs have had incred-
ible results detaining offenders,
finding missing and vulnerable
people and recovering vital evi-
dence.

“Every day they work to keep
our communities safe in the West

You are invited to a series of

& free parking available on site

Saturday May 10th at 11am
“Jesus Christ Really Did Rise from
the Dead”

Bible Talks at the Christadelphian Hall

Grosvenor Road CV1 3FZ near to the Central Six Retail Park

Saturday June 14th at 11am
“Peace in Our Time: Only When
Christ Returns”

Saturday July 12th at T1am

“Why Does God Allow
Suffering?”

A brief synopsis of each talk is available on the website
www. CoventryGrosvenorRdChristadelphians.com
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DISCOUNT

With over 3000 samples
to choose from and
prices

from only £8.99sqm
Choose from stunning
colours or patterns

* Top Brands

* Easy Cleaning

* Durability

* Luxury Piles/Twists

* Landlord Deals

* Full House Discounts

~~WHY PAY MORE ~~

* EXPERT ADVICE FAST TURN
* FREE ESTIMATES AROUND
* PROFESSIONAL FITTING

BEDS & FURNITURE

Henley Rd,
Coventry CV2 1AB

02476 603254

ADJUSTABLE
BEDS

Available in all sizes
in a choice of comfort
levels and styles

RECLINERS

Ease your joint pains.
Find the perfect
position for you!

With prices

from Only £699

v

Y

~~comfortmatters.co.uk~~
Your Comfort is
Our Priority
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It's 461 years since the birth of the world’s most famous writer

Ready to mark
the big day for
TWO writers

CELEBRATIONS are taking place this
weekend to mark Shakeapeare birthday

It’s 461 years since the birth of the world’s
most famous writer and his home town of
Stratford will be the focus of wide-ranging
celebrations to mark the ocassion.

But the town will also be celebrating
another notable birthday next month — the
164th birth anniversary of the Indian Nobel
laureate, Rabindranath Tagore.

The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust is
inviting people to join the 30th anniver-
sary of its annual Tagore commemorations at
Shakespeare’s Birthplace.

Visitors can expect an array of captivating
performances that bring Tagore’s artistic
legacy and his connections to Shakespeare to
life through music and dance.

Rabindranath Tagore was born in 1861
and is perhaps best known for being the first
non-European writer to be awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature.

On Sunday May 4, from llam to 4pm,
visitors to Stratford are invited to a day of
performances to remember Tagore, who was
so inspired by Shakespeare that he wrote a

poem in his honour.

Organisers are bringing celebrations out
onto Henley Street as well as in the garden of
Shakespeare’s Birthplace with performances
by two organisations from the South Asian
community, Prantik and DESIblitz, along
with an interactive dance workshop, and
hands-on mural painting.

This will mark Tagore’s 164th birth anni-
versary, a date which has been celebrated in
Stratford-upon-Avon since a sculpture of the
poet was unveiled in the Birthplace garden
30 years ago.

SBT CEO Rachael North said: “This event
is one of the most spe-
cial moments in our
calendar. Leading the
appreciation of William
Shakespeare, his works
and his enduring legacy
of creative inspiration
is central to the Trust’s
mission.

“We are grateful to
our friends at Prantik
and DESIblitz for join-
ing us in filling Henley
Street and the birthplace
garden with a vibrant,
colourful and joyful cel-
ebrations of our shared
cultural heritage.”

Visitors are invited
to a special celebration
which begins with a pro-
cession from Bengali
cultural group Prantik
starting from the iconic
Shakespeare statue on
Henley Street. The per-
formance will end in front of the bust of
Tagore located in the birthplace garden,
forming a symbolic journey between the liter-
ary giants.

For more information on this weekend’s
Shakeapeare Birthday Celebrations visit
www.shakespearescelebrations.com

Bust of Rabindranath Tagore in the
Birthplace garden. Picture by Sam
Allard.
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Just for Pets
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Just for Pets, Leamington Shopping Park, Tachbrook Park Dr, Leamington Spa CV34 6RH
(next to M&S)

Just for Pets, Arena Shopping Park, Rowley’s Green, Coventry CV6 6AS (next to M&S)
Just for Pets, Horeston Grange Shopping Centre, Nuneaton CV11 6GU (next to Farmfoods)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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FROM LEFT to RIGHT: Craig David Presents TS5 on Saturday July 5. Train play on Wednesday July 2. Will Young takes to the stage on Thursday July 3. Beverley Knight per-

forms on Thursday July 3.

Park sessions to host top names

The
Stranglers
play on
Friday July

THIS July, the gates to St Nicholas’ Park
will open for The Warwick Sessions, a
spectacular series of concerts bringing
global artists to the Midlands.

2025’s line-up is set to be bigger than
ever, welcoming headliners Elbow (Sunday
July 6), The Stranglers (Friday July 4), Craig
David Presents TS5 (Saturday July 5), Train
(Wednesday July 2) and Beverley Knight and
Will Young (Thursday July 3) to the star-stud-
ded event at St Nicholas’ Park in the shadow
of Warwick Castle.

Tickets for all shows are selling fast, avail-
able to purchase now via thewarwicksessions.
co.uk.

The Observer is offering readers the chance
to win tickets to a concert of their choice. We
aregiving away a pair of tickets to see either
Train (July 2), Beverley Knight and Will Young
(July 3), The Stranglers (July 4) and Craig
David Presents TS5 (July 5).

Tickets to be won

To enter, simply tell us in which park The
Warwick Sessions will be taking place.

Email answers to editor@leamingtonobserv-
er.co.uk with Warwick Sessions as the subject.
Please also specify which concert you would
like to attend if you are lucky enough to win.
One entry per email address. The closing date
for entries is noon on Friday May 2

Terms & Conditions: The closing date for the compe-
tition is noon on Friday May 2, 2025. The prize offered
is a pair of general admission tickets to The Warwick
Sessions on Wednesday July 2, 2025, Thursday July 3,
2025 Friday July 4, 2025 OR Saturday July 5, 2025.
For more information, visit thewarwicksessions.co.uk.
Rail tickets, fuel, parking, meals, drinks and accom-
modation are NOT included. If the winner is unable to
attend, no alternative will be offered, and the prize will
be offered to the next runner-up.

Trustpilot

GREAT LITTLE TRAINS OF NORTH
WALES & PORTMEIRION

Departing Mon 11 Aug ‘25

Enjoy a visit to the unique, Italianate village of Portmeirion
and discover the historic railways and meandering tramways
of North Wales on this fantastic five-day break, based in
Llandudno, the ‘Queen of the Welsh Resorts’.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

v/ 4 nights at the Chatsworth House Hotel, Llandudno (JG3 rating)
with dinner & breakfast

Entertainment some evenings

Heritage journeys on the Welsh Highland Railway,
Great Orme Tramway & Ffestiniog Railway

v

v

¢/ Free time in Llandudno

¢/ Excursions to Caernarfon & Portmeirion

5 Days by Coach on@ £529

Single Supplement £75

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 5 4 Guote 056 justgoholidays.com/OSG

thin inclusive minutes pa e D!

O] m-gy

or visit us online at

ABBA VOYAGE LIVE IN LONDON

Departing Fri 22 Aug ‘25, Sun 26 Oct ‘25

Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an

ABBA concert? Well now is your chance to say Thank You

for the Music! Join us at the ABBA Arena for the incredible
ABBA Voyage; where the global pop icons appear on stage as
digital avatars brought to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

¢/ Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers
(dancefloor, standing)

¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing
Upgrade to a seated ticket for £30pp

2 Days by Coach on@ £249

Single Supplement £60

5 Days by Coach oul £539 stvex
BRITISN
Single Supplement £125 AWARDS
2024
Operated by Just Go Holidays Ltd. (oach package holidays and short breaks are subject to Just Go! Holidays Wr s and cons 'NK"S BEST WHPAIV
1vs (BCH) and the Asso Bonded Tr ited (4 UK COACHTOURING HOLIDAYS

Your bocking is protected by Bonded Co
this is a government approved consumer protection scheme. Tours offe
d

within incusive minutes packages ctherwise tandard rates apply. Prices are corect a
for bogkings madle on or before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are sut

ROYAL MINT, BRECON MOUNTAIN RAIL
& BRISTOL HARBOUR CRUISE

Departing Mon 8 Sep ‘25

We enjoy the Royal Mint Experience and go behind the scenes
to follow the journey of a coin, from blank to bank, and travel
through spectacular landscapes on one of the most popular
railway routes in Wales. We also visit the Welsh capital

of Cardiff.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

v 4 nights at the Holiday Inn, Newport (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Heritage train journey on the Brecon Mountain Railway
¢/ Scenic drive through the Brecon Beacons National Park
/' Cruise around Bristol Harbour

v/ Excursions to the Royal Mint Experience & Cardiff

1 guidelines
imbers are free
Ibe honoured

time of printing
ttofuctation

- ABTOT (I3
Roldes | Sicmberroz
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Bryn’s memory will
be with us all the way

“HE’LL be with me on Sunday,”
says a hospital doctor who is
running the London Marathon
in memory of the newborn baby
she lost exactly a year ago.

Charlie Hughes and her husband
Gareth, from Kenilworth, said good-
bye to their son Bryn on April 27
2024 after he was born prematurely
at 27 weeks. He lived for just nine
days.

Charlie said: “We promised Bryn
on the night he died that that we
would carry on with all of life’s
adventures, and that we’d take him
with us.

“The London Marathon is one of
those adventures. He’ll be with me
every step of the way.”

Charlie was working as an obstet-
rics and gynaecology doctor at
University Hospital Coventry when
she gave birth to Bryn. She is run-
ning the marathon on Sunday (April
27) for pregnancy research charity
Tommy’s alongside her best friend
Emily and the pair have already
raised more than £5,000.

She continued: “I want people to
know Bryn’s name. I hope that by
telling his story, it raises awareness
of preterm birth and neonatal loss.

“I also want more people to know
about the amazing work Tommy’s
does and the difference it’s making.
They're at the cutting edge of pre-
term birth research.

“Unfortunately there was noth-
ing more that could be done for
Bryn, but I do believe we’re moving

Charlie Hughes and her husband Gareth lost their baby boy Bryn.

towards a place where things will
be better.”

Charlie, aged 33, discovered early
on in her pregnancy that her womb
was divided into two halves by a
wall of muscle — a condition known
as a ‘septate uterus’ - which put her
at higher risk of having her baby
early. She was looked after by Prof
Siobhan Quenby in the preterm
prevention clinic at UHCW.

Bryn was eventually born via
emergency Caesarean section at
27 weeks and three days, after
Charlie’s waters broke and she

experienced further complications.

Devastatingly, though, Bryn
developed sepsis — the cause of his
death at nine days old.

Charlie wants eventually to work
towards saving the lives of babies
like Bryn.

She added: “I'm extremely pas-
sionate about it. I'm hoping to
do more myself in preterm birth
research — that’s where I'm hoping
my career will lead.”

Visit 2025tcslondonmarathon.
enthuse.com/pf/charlotte-hughes to
donate.
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Textile challenge
brings in £10,000

GENEROUS textile donations
from residents at Warwickshire’s
recycling centres have raised over
£10,000 for Guide Dogs.

As an incentive to encourage peo-
ple to recycle unwanted clothes,
Warwickshire County
Council’s waste man-
agement team donate
ten per cent of income
received from textiles
recycling to the Guide
Dogs for the Blind
based in Leamington

And as an extra
bonus, once a certain
amount of textiles are
collected, residents
get to name a Guide
Dog puppy. The last
puppy to be named
was Hugo in 2021 and
residents will soon
have the chance to
name another.

WCC’s environ-
ment spokesperson
Coun Heather Timms
said: “Warwickshire
residents have shown
incredible generosity,
turning unwanted tex-
tiles into a lifeline for
Guide Dogs.

“This £10,000 mile-
stone demonstrates
the power of community recycling,
proving that small actions can make
a massive difference. Every bag
donated helps train a life-changing
guide dog, and we're immensely
grateful for everyone’s contribution.
Let’s keep up this fantastic effort.”

Unwanted clean clothes, hats, tow-

els sheets, blankets, duvet and pillow
covers, curtains, paired shoes, bags
and belts are all welcome at local
household waste recycling centres.
Residents will be given the oppor-
tunity to vote for the name of the

new puppy on Facebook over the
coming weeks and should follow
(@warwickshirerecycles for more
details.

Alfie, a Guide Dogs for the
Blind puppy named by the
service in 2015.

“This is the second
time round we have used
Nature Trails with our children.

All of the staff and team are lovely
and very caring. They support the
children so well and genuinely care for

them. My son has come on leaps and

bounds since starting there and would
like to go every day if he could.”

hufg

Nature Trails

Day Nursery and Preschool

Nursery
Places
Available

Availability may be limited in certain age groups or booking patterns

Parent, www.daynurseries.co.uk

FOR CHILDREN AGED 6 WEEKS TO 5 YEARS
OPEN 8.00AM TO 6.00PM

Please call

01788 815445 or email
EIEEEIS
@childbase.com

Nature Trails Day Nursery, Cawston Farm House, Coventry Road,
Cawston, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV22 7RY

We fLook forward to
h&uri'ng From 10— "

Fun is an essential
ingredient at Nature Trails
Day Nursery and Preschool
where the care and
education opportunities
for each and every child
are as extraordinary as our
colleagues who
provide them.

www.childbasepartnership.com
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Fabrizio Mihailescu,16, and Abhay Sangwan,17, launch the ‘Visit 200’ website
with West Midlands Railway at Birmingham Snow Hill station. s

A RAIL CHALLENGE: A PROJECT has
been launched to challenge school-age
children to visit 200 railway stations
across the country by the end of the year.

The Visit 200 project is being run in
partnership by West Midlands Railway and
‘West Coventry Academy and is inspired
by Railway 200, the year-long nationwide
campaign celebrating this year’s bicente-
nary of the modern railway.

The project offers schools and colleges
the chance to arrange special journeys for
groups of students to experience new des-
tinations and build confidence in travelling
by train, with students from the Academy
launching their own web page listing desti-
nations to be ticked off during the project.

‘West Coventry Academy career counsel-
lor Jo Kerr said: “We want our students to

feel confident using the railway network so
they can get out and about and gain inde-
pendence before they leave school.

“This project is a fun way for all ages to
enjoy train travel from primary school up
to college, and one of our first visits was to
Watford Junction and the nearby Warner
Bros. Studio Tour.”

Teachers are encouraged to sign up for
their visits at least six weeks ahead of time
to allow for travel arrangements, while
younger students are also being encour-
aged to put forward designs for a Station
of the Future, with the best submissions
being displayed at Coventry Transport
Museum.

Visit www.visit200.co.uk for more infor-
mation and to register your school or col-
lege’s interest.
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milestone for
iver Rangers

SEVERN Trent has marked a significant
milestone with its River Rangers reach-
ing 10,000 visits to rivers and water-
ways across the region.

This highlights the essential work the
River Rangers have been doing since their
launch in 2022 to monitor water quality,
protect local rivers, and engage with and
contribute towards in their local communi-
ties.

The team of 11 River Rangers have been
at the forefront of Severn Trent’s efforts
to improve river health and environmental
protection across a range of rivers, streams
and brooks.

Areas in focus for the rangers include
‘Worcestershire, Birmingham, Black Country,
Coventry, Warwickshire, Leicestershire,
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Shropshire,
Staffordshire and Sutton Park in Sutton
Coldfield.

Their work includes regular inspections,
testing for ammonia, phosphate and chlo-
rine, and taking part in conservation activi-
ties to support the local wildlife and habi-
tats.

Lauren Quinn, a Severn Trent’s Senior
River Ranger, said: “From inspecting out-
falls to engaging with the public, every day
provides me with a new challenge and an
opportunity to make a real difference.

“It’s rewarding to know the work we do is
having a direct impact on the quality of local
rivers, as well as raising awareness about
the importance of conservation.”

Lauren, from Coventry, who has previous-
ly worked in environmental laboratory test-
ing and site monitoring across the Midlands,
is passionate about rivers, and maintaining

habitats for local wildlife.

The River Rangers also play an important
role in educating people about water quality
and encouraging participation in conserva-
tion activities. The team regularly engages
with residents, citizen science groups and
public officials to raise awareness about
the importance of keeping rivers clean and
healthy.

Gareth Mead, Severn Trent’s River Ranger
Manager, added: “Reaching 10,000 visits
while meeting more than 2,400 customers
is testament to the dedication and hard work
of our River Rangers.

“These visits and inspections are not just
about gathering data - they help to ensure
we are working quickly to resolve any
potential issues that may impact the region’s
rivers.

“Our team of River Rangers have become
an important part of our approach to envi-
ronmental protection, and we are proud of
the difference they are making.”

As Severn Trent moves forward, the River
Rangers will continue their important work
in protecting water quality, engaging with
local communities, and supporting the
broader efforts that help maintain the health
of rivers for future generations.

The River Rangers’ work forms part of
Severn Trent’s ‘Get River Positive’ pro-
gramme and earlier this year funding was
secured as part of an accelerated &1billion
investment from Severn Trent’s investors, to
improve waterways quality.

Severn Trent’s plans for the next five
years will see the company spending over
&2billion on improving river health.

Visit: stwater.co.uk/get-river-positive/blog/
meet-the-river-rangers/ for more.

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&

v GABLE RECYCLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

_ /" pound for £ t
,\\:re the best!

L g

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,
Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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SPRING HAS'SRRUNG

GODIVA CARPETS
SPRING SALE ISNOW ON

To view the finest ‘FLOOR SHOW IN TOWN"

with LUXURY at every day prices to put a SPRING in your step
Pop in to see their extensive range of Carpets, Wooden
FIooring, Vinyls Laminates and Rugs all at

e DISCOUNTED PRICES

-YO).J can,orgler now,!foi‘., very and fltt
Wi AT Y [aes before Easter ;

Because Godiva Carpets have'beenfitting carpetsiand flooringin“homes and businesses across Coventry
and Beyond for over 70 years, they have tremendous buying power, which means they can offer you

LOW, LOW Prices, allied to GREAT, GREAT Service

Whether you are looking to make your rooms heautiful with a touch of class, or if you are
looking for something cheap and cheerful at Godiva Carpets & Flooring
‘We've got you covered’

Top Quality Wilton Royal to Branded Room size remnants to clear and ready to go
(No reasonable offer refused) e
OUR NORMAL OPENING HOURS ARE

Landlord deals from only £24! 9AM TO 5.30PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY
(CLOSED ON SUNDAYS)

GODIVA CARPETS LTD, ARGYLE HOUSE, COLLINGWOOD ROAD,
EARLSDON, COVENTRY CV5 6HW
VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE WWW.GODIVACARPETS.CO.UK
B Perg@)lyse u]ster STAINFREE

AND MANY MORE LEADING BRANDS
GODIWI CARPETS (ousee

A family business trading since 1953

Al
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CARPETWISE.

Noyuna'

Interest free
i finance now
‘ { available

Ask a member of
the team for details

~ ACROSS THE SHOWROOM

ITURE|MOVING
th *‘

WF"’ HUGE; SAVINGS
m ACROSS Au'.'-'i'runmruns

KING FOR THE PRICE OF A DOUBLE
PLUS SAVE MORE ON SELECTED BASE FABRICS
ask for more details

s Britain ! : .: s r‘, N
HYPNOS 1o \Xr:ar — pey 1 fk [Tl View our col}_
sz ||[}1] VIIIL Il of ready
curtamsj‘n stor”

i 7’,',’,"“:’« & i Many ranges to ! i it
HOmP Of S[} /lS/l [ 0 4 chgose rom | SAVEtpfzoo

on our blind collections

Interiors | ,: — ‘ ' : GG

|
01769 299446

WWWw.carpetwise.net

Extra Discount Terms & Conditions

*Save an extra £200 when you spend £1,900 or more.
Save an extra £100 when you spend £950-£1,899.
Save an extra £50 when you spend £475-£949.

The extra discount offer is valid from 17/04/25 until 31/05/25

This extra discount is available on our main sale items but excludes cleal
sale ranges, carpet stock ranges & carpet remnants, excludes accessories,
fitting and seamstress charges, only one saving per order and must be
presented on first enquiry, for further details contact the showroom
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Cash can help families cut bills

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason
@bullivantmedia.com

THOUSANDS of families
across the West Midlands are
set to save a combined £3mil-
lion a year on their house-
hold fuel bills as the region is
handed greater responsibil-
ity from Westminster.

Details showing the impact on
the economy and people’s stand-
ard of living from the $£389m
Integrated Settlement secured by
West Midlands Mayor, Richard
Parker, have been published by the
Government.

The Integrated Settlement
Outcomes Framework, released
by the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG), shows what the West
Midlands Combined Authority
(WMCA) will deliver over the com-
ing 12 months to boost economic
growth, jobs, homes and transport.

The region’s first-ever settlement,
a cornerstone of the West Midlands’
devolution deal with Government,
will give the Mayor and local leaders
greater control, choice and power
to focus the money on regional
priorities.

Over the coming year the $389m,
alongside the region’s existing
§211m transport fund, will deliver
support for 4,275 businesses, mear-
ly 1,000 new jobs, more than 1,770
new homes, many of them afford-
able, almost 240m bus journeys and
additional cycle routes and electric
vehicle charging points.

The money will also be used

to support the three-year, £167m
Buildings Retrofit Pilot, which
will see 14,000 homes, including
12,300 social houses, benefit from
measures such as low carbon heat-
ing, and energy efficient insulation.

This is said to cut fuel bills for
those households and put an aver-
age of §236 a year back into their
pockets.

The pilot will also invest £36m
into retrofitting public buildings,
cutting fuel bills for local authori-
ties, schools, healthcare and emer-
gency services.

The Mayor said: “Government
is backing our region - putting
funds and powers into the hands of
local leaders, so that we can make
the right decisions for the West
Midlands.

“We will use this money to get
more people into jobs with better
paid work, maintain and improve
our public transport network, deliv-
er more affordable and social hous-
ing and help businesses to grow.

“And we will tackle fuel poverty
by improving thousands of old and
cold homes, cutting people’s energy
use and bills.

“My mission is clear — growth,
jobs, journeys and homes for eve-
ryone. This is how we are going to
change thousands of lives for the
better.”

The WMCA will also use part of
the Integrated Settlement to fur-
ther deliver the region’s Investment
Zone, a 25-year initiative capable of
driving more than $5bn of invest-
ment and 30,000 new jobs.

Minister of State for Local
Government and English
Devolution, Jim McMahon OBE,

said: “Devolution is an absolute pri-
ority for us and the West Midlands
receiving their first integrated set-
tlement is a milestone moment.
“Transferring power from
‘Whitehall to local leaders who know

their area best is at the heart of
our plans to simplify funding and
boost regional growth in a decade
of renewal as part of our Plan for
Change.”

The first Integrated Settlement,

which will run to March 2026,
will deliver services and projects
that had previously relied on the
region’s ability to win multiple
grants from different government
departments.
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® Open till late and weekends

® Multi lingual teams (polish, romanian, arabic, mandarin)

® Male and female clinicians
® Nervous patients welcome
® 0% finance available

@ Invisalign clear aligners from £2,300 per arch

® Dental implants from £1,800 per tooth
® Modern equipment and techniques

Gentle Dental Centre

318 - 320 Bell Green Road,

DENTAL
THE GENTLE DENTAL CENTRE
e~ W

ACCEPTING NEW NHS PATIENTS
EMERGENCIES THE SAME DAY

|, Modern
Equipment
and
Techniques

Invisalign
clear aligners
from £2,300
per arch

~ Dental
implants
from £2,800
per tooth

~inc Crown

Telephone: 0247668 7855
Website: https://gentledentalcentre.co.uk

Coventry, England, CV6 7HB
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RSPCA sets target
to recruit more
Wildlife Friends

NATURE lovers are being
urged to embrace the call
of the spring and sign up to
be Wildlife Friends with the
RSPCA.

Last year more than 2,000 people
signed up for Wildlife Friends and
completed a range of seasonal tasks
aimed at helping wildlife to thrive in
their own gardens and community
green spaces. These included build-
ing bug hotels and cleaning bird
feeders.

The RSPCA has relaunched
Wildlife Friends and hopes even
more animal lovers can enjoy fun
activities that will help protect and
nurture wildlife.

By volunteering and taking action
for animals in their communities,
those taking part will not only be
helping wildlife but will be ensuring
that the animal charity’s highly-
skilled frontline staff have more
time to focus on tackling cruelty
and neglect.

Wildlife Friends 2025 enjoyed an
inspiring start when social media
influencer Esme Higgs visited
RSPCA Mallydams Wood Wildlife
Centre in East Sussex to learn about
the work staff do rehabilitating wild

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

animals so they can be released
back into the wild.

Esme has generated a huge social
media following promoting horse
welfare, best practice in equestri-
anism and her own experiences of
countryside life.

Her commitment to nature was
enhanced further by a tour of the
Hastings centre, which included
feeding seals their lunch, meeting
two fox cubs that had recently
been rescued from a building site
and filling up the bird feeders in
the woods as part of her Wildlife
Friends tasks.

Esme said: “We all know our nat-
ural world is facing huge challenges
but the great news is that everyone
can do something to help. We need
everyone for every animal.

“If you want to get involved,
become a RSPCA Wildlife Friend
to find lots of simple ways you can
make life better for wildlife in your
community.

“All these small acts of kindness
don’t take long, but they’ll make
a huge difference for animals, so

Jjoin thousands of other people who
care, and sign up today.”

For their first task of spring,
Wildlife Friends have been mak-
ing a simple apple and seed bird
feeder.

Other tasks to complete during
spring include building a nest box
for all kinds of wildlife in your
garden, including bats, as well as
creating neighbourhood corridors
for wildlife such as hedgehogs.

Building bug hotels and planting
wildlife-friendly plants to support
the local ecosystem are other tasks
for later in the season.

The RSPCA’s lead wildlife officer
Inspector Geoff Edmond has some
invaluable tips about what kind of
wildlife-friendly plants to sow.

He said: “There are many species
you can plant that are beneficial for
wildlife and can be enjoyed during
the year. They include native shrubs
such as Hawthorn and Bramble as
well as Berberis, which flower in
the spring to provide insect nectar,
and produce berries in the autumn
which the birds will enjoy

“Some shrubs like these do have
thorns and are prickly but this pro-
vides extra safe nesting sites for

The RSPCA is on the hunt
for more Wildife Friends.

birds. Something everyone can do
easily is to sow wildflower seeds in
containers, plant pots and gardens
between April and May. They will
add colour and beauty to your out-
door environment and provide nec-
tar rich sources for bees, butterflies
and other insects.

“It’s great fun seeing lovely flow-
ers buzzing with activity on a late
spring or summer’s day when you
see beautiful butterflies feeding on
your plants. Whatever you plant it
will make a difference, and is the
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start of a journey with nature which
you are taking to safeguard our
wildlife.”

Last year RSPCA Wildlife Friends
completed 1,653 tasks, the most
popular of which were providing
food for hedgehogs, taking part in
a butterfly count and putting out a
bird feeder.

This year the charity wants to
recruit at least 2,500 new Wildlife
Friends.

To become a RSPCA Wildlife
Friend, visit the charity’s website.

A SPECIAL CONCERT TO MARK VE DAY 80

Book now
WWW.CWgC.0rg

ey
(=12
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

JIR

Hosted by Amy Dowden MBE

Also starring...

Guy Johnston - Brass band of Central England - The D-Day Darlings

2nd May at Coventry Cathedral

A fundraiser for

Y
COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVES

foundbdion
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#ALSLetsMe e A o www.arnoldlodge.com

ARNOLD LODGE

4-18 yrs Co-educational Independent Day School

ALS Lets ME

ACHIEVE

What will your child be?

JOIN US AT OUR OPEN DAY
ON SATURDAY 10TH MAY 10:00AM - 1:00PM

Qy 01926 778050 ] admissions@arnoldlodge.com
@ 15-17 Kenilworth Rd, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 5TW
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THE BLINDING BEST: How one GCoventry
husiness IS raising the bhar wand the blindsn

In a world of quick fixes
and throwaway trends,
it's refreshing to find a
company where
craftsmanship, care and
community still matter.
Step into the world of Brixham
Blinds, and you'll soon see it's not
just about dressing windows — it's
about transforming homes.

Based in the heart of Coventry and
proudly serving the West Midlands,
Brixham Blinds is a shining example
of what happens when passion
meets precision. With a service as

seamless as their sleek roller blinds,
owner Zak Mangera has spent the
past ten years building something
truly special: a local business that
combines top-tier products with
good old-fashioned service.

“At Brixham Blinds, we pride
ourselves on being more than just a
supplier,” Zak says. “We provide a
made-to-measure service, tailored
exactly to each customer’s needs,
no matter the size, style or shape of
their space.”

And it shows. With 100% five-star
reviews and an ever-growing
number of loyal customers, Zak and
his team have become the go-to for
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10 YEARS
WARRANTY
ON
SHUTTER

Available in beautiful and stylish Hard Wood an

WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE-FOR-LIKE QUOTE
21 Brixham Drive, Coventry, CV2 3LA
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info@brixham-blinds.co.uk

Contact us today for

a no-obligation quotation

02476 666686

d Faux Wood

both homeowners and tradespeople
across the region. Whether you're
styling a single window or outfitting
a whole development, Brixham
Blinds offers free consultations,
expert advice, and solutions for
every question you can think of.
From minimalist vertical blinds for a
contemporary living room to
dramatic Roman blinds that give
your kitchen a five-star feel, there's
truly something for everyone. Their
extensive collection includes roller,
venetian, pleated, woodweave,
blackout blinds and classic shutters
— each one carefully crafted using
high-quality materials, and all
compliant with the latest child
safety regulations.

And if you're in the trade? You're in
good hands too. “We work closely
with builders, interior designers,
and property developers to deliver
bespoke blinds at competitive trade
prices,” Zak explains. “Everything is
made to measure, and everything is
backed by our five-year guarantee.”
Speed, too, is part of the Brixham
promise. “We know timing is
everything,” Zak smiles. “That's why
we offer a seven-day fitting promise
and aim to get your blinds
measured within 48 hours of
consultation.” It's that kind of
commitment that keeps the rave

i

reviews rolling in:

“Absolutely delighted with all of my
blinds. Professional, lovely to deal
with and the quality is superb.”
“They look fantastic. Lovely staff
and very quick turnaround. Highly
recommended.”

“Excellent service from start to
finish. My blinds were fitted within
a week of ordering them.”

And let’s not forget the fitting.
Brixham Blinds offers a no-
obligation measuring service, a
seven-day fitting promise, and a
generous five-year guarantee. That's
not just service - it's peace of mind.
As someone who's wrestled with
wonky DIY blinds in the past (hello,
lopsided lkea disaster), | cant tell
you what a relief it is to meet

someone who gets it right the first

time. Zak and his team don’t just fit
blinds - they make your house feel
like a happy and well functioning
home.

Whether you're chasing that
dreamy, show-home look or just
want a better night's sleep in total
blackout bliss, Brixham Blinds is
ready to help you reimagine your
space — beautifully, affordably, and
reliably.

With Zak at the helm, it’s clear this
Coventry gem isn’t just good...
They're the blinding best.

Ready to find your perfect fit?
Browse their collection online or
book a free, no-obligation quote.
The blind of your dreams is just a
consultation away.

Call Zak and the Brixham Blinds team on 024 7666 6686
Visit www.brixham-blinds.co.uk
Serving Coventry and the West Midlands - trade and
consumer welcome

FIBRIXHAM

i

Residential and Commercial

Brixnam blinds are a well-established blinds l

company offering to trade and consumer.
With a great range of quality bespoke and
made to measure blinds by an established
blind company you can trust.

Whether you're thinking of vertical blinds,

roller blinds, venetian blinds or roman blinds,
shutter blinds, all of our blinds come with

child safety regulations and fittings to make
sure your home is safe.
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Bringing scent and butterflies

MAY sees the start of the garden
show season — RHS Chelsea gets
the ball rolling with its fabu-
lous show gardens that not only
inspire but can also create green
fingered envy at the same time.

Your garden or outside space may
not be up for a gold medal, but that
doesn’t mean that it’s not a ‘show
stopper’ in its own right. Just think
of the time you spend feeling good
in the space you have created — and
that can be as simple as a single
pot of lavender on a patio to bring
fragrance, beauty and butterflies to
your special place.

Lavender loves container life (and
being in borders as well) and is also
often planted as an edging plant
with roses or grown as an informal
hedge.

It’s a favourite with gardeners not
just for its beautiful form and fra-
grance but also because it attracts
essential pollinators.

It’s also considered a romantic
flower that most gardeners get the
urge to plant in their garden sooner
or later and can add real value with
its scent and shades of purple flow-
ers and silver leaf backdrop.

To successfully grow lavender,
it needs to be planted from March
to May in a warm, well-drained
soil with full sun. It’s a tough plant
though and once established only
requires regular pruning after flow-
ering has finished in the Autumn.

English lavender, Lavandula
angustifolia, is hardier and lives
longer than French and Spanish
lavender. Two of the most popu-
lar varieties of English lavender

are ‘Munstead’, an old-fashioned
standard height plant with blue-
purple flowers and ‘Hidcote,’
much loved for its dark purple
flowers.

Part of the same plant fam-
ily as lavender is the sun-loving
Mediterranean herb oregano. Easy
to grow, compact and drought tol-
erant, it thrives in pots or in the
ground and forms a low clump
of small aromatic leaves that has
attractive small pink or white
flowers in summer. It’s a peren-
nial, living for many years, and is
usually hardy enough to survive
the British winter if grown in a
warm sunny spot, in a container
or in free-draining soil. It is used
mainly as a culinary herb, but also
makes a great herbal tea — just
pick a spring of fresh oregano,
let it infuse in boiling water for
a few minutes and sweeten with
some honey if the taste is too bit-
ter for you. Oregano tea is often
enjoyed for its potential health
benefits, including its antimicro-
bial and antioxidant properties. It
is believed to support digestion,
boost the immune system, and
provide relief from respiratory
issues.

Herbs are always a good addi-
tion to any garden or patio, but
for anyone with a lawn, don’t
forget that it’s No Mow May ... so
time to let the lawn grow long and
let pollinators feed on the flowers.

Which gives you time to tackle
some of the other jobs in the gar-
den ...and top tips for the month
from the RHS include:

B Watch out for late frosts and
protect tender plants

W Earth up potatoes and plant
any still remaining

B After all risk of frost has
passed, plant out tomatoes,
courgettes and pumpkins

B Plant out summer bedding
plants at the end of the month,
weather permitting

B Water early and late to get the
most out of your water,recycle
water if possible

B Hoe off weeds in vegetable
patches

B Open greenhouse vents and
doors on warm days

B Mow lawns but consider leav-
ing some areas uncut for wild-
life, or mow less often so flow-
ers can bloom

B Check carefully for nesting
birds before clipping hedges

B Lift and divide overcrowded
clumps of daffodils and other
spring bulbs

B Watch out for viburnum bee-
tle and lily beetle grubs and
remove by hand if causing
damage.

Sara Milne
The Gardening PR

Lavender is a favourite with gardeners not just for its beautiful
form and fragrance but also because it attracts essential pol-

linators.

' JONES FAMIL

JEWELLERS

CASH YOUR GOLD & SILVER
TODAY! PRICES ARE THE
HIGHEST THEY HAVE EVER
BEEN! GET A QUOTE TODAY

LEAMINGTON SPA

01926 882552 - 3 Satchwell Walk, CV32 4QE

KENILWORTH

01926 954271 - 16 Talisman Square, CV8 1JB
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PUB OTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
[ ———

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
BOCKENDON ROAD, STONELEIGH
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable telegraph pole
replacement works.

Order Commences: 14 May 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 14 May 2025.

Access & Diversion: Bockendon Road, Crackley
Lane, Cryfield Grange Road, Kenilworth Road,
Gibbet Hill Road, Kirby Corner Road, Westwood
Heath Road and vice versa.

Contractor: M J Quinn, Tel: 07415 894 179.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
ANGELA CODREAN trading as TRUST
TRANSPORT LTD of 59 Greatmeadow,
Northampton, NN3 8DF is applying for a
licence to use ] Coates Garage Services Ltd,
Unit 2, Shawell Depot, Watling Street,
Lutterworth, Leicestershire, LEI7 6AR as an
operating centre for | goods vehicles and |
trailers

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Apna Skip Hire Ltd of 86 Henry Baxter|
Drive, Coventry, CV7 8QT is applying for a
licence to use Hill View Self Storage, Rowley
Road, Coventry, CV3 4FR as an operating
centre for 4 goods vehicles and | trailers

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centres who believe that their|

Owners or occupiers of land (il

near the operating centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their
reasons, within 21 days of this notice.

use or enjoy of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic|
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice. Representors must at the same
time send a copy of their representations to the|
applicant at the address glven at the top of this

Application Number R25/027 |

THE WHITE HOUSE, MAIN ROAD,
ANSTY, COVENTRY, CV7 9HZ

Listed building consent for proposed installation
of a fire resistant membrane and roof re-thatch.
Thi: develnpment may affect a Listed
Building

Application Number R25/031 |

32, OAKFIELD HOUSE, OAKFIELD PARK,
BILTON ROAD, RUGBY, CV22 7AL
Change of Use from Social Club (Sui Generis) to
Use Class E.

For all of the above temporary orders,
access to and egress from propemes and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515,

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 25 April 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

AVONDALE ROAD, BRANDON
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from
a point outside property number 20. In addition, the

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Mr Lewis Currell trading as LGC Logistics Ltd of|
41 St James Crescent, Southam, Warwickshire,
CV47 OLX is applying to change an existing
licence to keep an extra | goods vehicle and |
trailer at Mitchell Potatoes Ltd, Boots Farm,
Bourton-On-Dunsmore, Rugby, CV23 9QQ.

Owners or occupiers of land (including

near the operating centre(s) who believe that|
their use or enjoyment of that land would be

Representors must at the same time send a copy notice. A Guide to Making Repr is| | [This may affect a Listed

of their representations to the applicant at the jlable at: =5 2 U ey ilding. This may affect a

address given at the top of this notice. A Guide S @ B -Bov < biections:and- Conservation Area

to Mak(i_ng Re;?re_senta‘tions is available from the & A - sinsifig Application Number R25/0313

Traffic s office. r 32, OAKFIELD HOUSE, OAKFIELD PARK,
BILTON ROAD, RUGBY, CV22 7AL

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES Change of Use from Social Club (Sui Generis) to

E—— [

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

NAPTON HOLT ROAD, NAPTON ON THE HILL
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works to install
boundary box and water meter.

Order Commences: 30 April 2025 for up to
18 months.

1 May 2025.

d, should make written repr ions to|
the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386/
Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their
reasons, within 21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy/|
of their representations to the applicant at the|
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide to|
Making Representations is available from the

One-way traffic flow will be p y

Reason for Order: To defe
manhole frame & covers, 09. 30hrs 15 30hrs.
Order Commences: 2 May 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 2 May 2025.

Access & Diversion: Rugby Road, Main Street,
School Street, Fosse Way, Brandon Road, Bretford
Road.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918
298 599.

BARR LANE, BRINKLOW

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between 1 Barr Lane & Revel Pharmacy.

Reason for Order: To safely enable installation
of gas works. Road closed weekends only.

Order Commences: 26 April 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 4 May 2025.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Access/Egress to be maintained to businesses and
residents only where safe and possible to do so.
Contractor: Headway TM, Tel: 01214 744 344.

CHURCH ROAD, GRANDBOROUGH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: For works to lay a new domestic
gas service.

Order Commences: 28 April 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 1 May 2025.

Access & Diversion: Church Road, Sawbridge
Road, Main Street and vice versa.

Contractor: Headway TM, Tel: 01214 744 344,
TOWER ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable installation of
a boundary box and meter.

Order Commences: 28 April 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 29 April 2025.

Access & Diversion: Naseby Road, Tower Road and
vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website gov.

Access & Diversion: Napton Holt Road, Thorntons
Lane, Chapel Green Road, New Street, Dog Lane,
Priors Marston Road, Shuckburgh Road, The
Holloway, Southam Road, Welsh Road, Welsh Road
East, Holt Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.
PARK LANE, SOUTHAM

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to lay new gas service

Order Commences: 28 April 2025 for up to

30 March 2025.

Traffic C ’s office.
otive from mains located nearside footway.
PUBLIC NOTICES
Em—— 18 months.
ADVERTISEMENT OF CLAIM

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

BUSINESS & PROPERTY COURTS IN
BIRMINGHAM

PROPERTY, TRUSTS & PROBATE LIST (ChD)
Case Number: PT-2024-BHM-000162

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION MADE
UNDER THE GUARDIANSHIP  (MISSING
PERSONS) ACT 2017 FOR A GUARDIANSHIP
ORDER IN RESPECT OF ADRIAN LINDSAY
HALLAM

A claim has been issued in the High Court of Justice,
Business & Property Courts in Birmingham,
Property, Trusts and Probate List (ChD), Claim No.
PT-2024-BHM-000162, by Vivian Hallam and
Nicholas Hallam for an order that they be appointed
guardians in respect of Adrian Lindsay Hallam (“the|
missing person”), whose last usual place of residence
was 30B Langton Road, Rugby, Warwickshire CF2|
3UA.

The date and venue for the second hearing of the|
Claim is Tuesday, 20 May 2025 at the Business &
Property Courts in Birmingham, Birmingham
District Registry, Civil Justice Centre, Priory Courts,
33 Bull Street, Birmingham B4 6DS.

Any spouse, civil partner, parent, child or sibling of}
the missing person is entitled to intervene in the
matter. Any other person having an interest may
apply to the Court for permission to intervene in the|
matter.

If you wish to give notice of intention to intervene or|
to apply to the Court for permission to intervene,
you should do so at Business & Property Courts in
Birmingham, Birmingham District Registry, Civil
Justice Centre, Priory Courts, 33 Bull Street,
Birmingham B4 6DS as soon as possible, and no later,
than 14 days before the date of the second hearing,
and serve a copy of that notice or application on the
Claimants at the address given below. Delay may
harm your prospects of obtaining permission to
intervene if you are not entitled to intervene, and, in
any event, may be taken into account on any
question relating to costs.

Vivian Hallam and Nicholas Hallam
c/o Sk

uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 25 April 2025

peare Martineau LLP
One Temple Quay
Temple Back East
Bristol

BS| 6DZ

Access & Diversion: Park Lane, Market Hill, High
Street, Coventry Street, Welsh Road West, Welsh
Road, St James Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Headway TM, Tel: 01214 744 344.

Use Class E.

This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Members of the public may inspect copies of the
application, the plans and documents submitted
with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby CV21 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday until 16 May
2025. Please note a planning officer would not
be present.

If you wish to make an appointment to discuss
the application, please contact the case officer.

Any person who wishes to make representation
to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online -
'www.planningportal.rugby.co.uk (search for
application number and select comment) - or in
writing by that date to The Chief Officer Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV2| 2RR.
If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at:
www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

repr made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.
Nicola Smith

Chief Officer — Growth and Investment
MRTPI

ALES & WANT

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS
— —

MORPHY Richards,
3.5 litre Slow cooker
£15.00 Tel: 0121 745

Notice is hereby given that the
uthority has, pursuant to the
Co-operative and Community
Benefit Societies Act 2014, this
day cancelled the registration
of Foleshill Ex-Servicemen's
Club Limited (Register no.
8608 R) the registered office of
which is at 657659 Foleshill
Road, COVENTRY, CV6 5J0.
The grounds of the
cancellation are that the
society has wilfully violated
section 89 of the Co-operative
and  Community  Benefit
Societies Act 2014 by not
submitting to the Authority any
annual retums acceptable for
filing since that submitted for
the society’s financial year
ending 2022, 2023.
The society ceases to enjoy
the privieges of a registered
society, but without prejudice
to any liabilty incurred by the
society, which may be
enforced against it as if such
cancellation had not taken

lace.
Date: 20 March 2025

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 25 April 2025
PUBLIC NOTICES | PUBLIC NOTICES
e "

C0-OPERATIVE AND JAMES LUMSDEN

COMMUNITY BENEFIT | |,  DEAN Deceased
SOCIETIES ACT 2014 - Notice ursuant to the Trustee Act
of Cancelation pur o 1925 anyone having a_claim
5 MWS“MW‘ against or an interest in the

Estate of the deceased, late of 16

Cashmore Road, Kemlwor(h
Warvickshire, CV8 25}, wi

died on 29/03/2024, must send

written particula

ulars to

address below by 03/07/1025
after which date the Estate will
be distributed having regard only
to claims and interests notified.
Mander Hadley Solicitors,

| The Quadrant, Coventry,

CVI 2DW.Ref: AHIDEA60/2

Keeping you up to
date with all the
latest information
n Planning
Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods
Vehicle Dpavalur
Licences, Licences
To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

ousan Lucas
5 loking oe

P Paul Gareoll

Plgase call
01472 33142
or 07775780245

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise

recline £169 Mdnudl
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

8922
PANASONIC,
NN- E27JWM
Microwave.  £25.00
Tel: 0121 745 8922
YALE, Small
electronic
£15.00 Tel: 0121 745
8922
VIBRO Station
training plate £25
ono 07780511800
SPANISH desk &
chair  £70  ono
07394864098
INDESIT electric
cooker mint £50 ono
07394864098
CARPET  offcut -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream  mixture.
Size 6 foot 8 inches
long x 2 foot 1 inch
wide. £10.00. Tele:
07934132759
ELECTRONIC organ
technics N4 perfect
working order £100
01214538006 in the
evenings
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SALES & WANTS
WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes

Vintage or New **
Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING

DOUBLE GLA
REPAIRS

ks, Hinges, Handles,

Windows or Doors
New Doors/Windows
Supplied/Fitted

3 200 623

GARDENING
SERVICES
—

STUART'S GARDENING SERVICES

Landscaping & Tree Surgery
Fencing, Slabbing, Turfing, Block Pavmg Bases,
Mowing, Decking, Roofing and Guttering.

Mini-digger/Dumper ;
k Fully Insured. Registered carrier of waste. 4
= FREE ESTIMATES
= 02476 305992 * 07813 790889
01788 211064

ﬁ) www.stuarts-gardening-services.yolasite.

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing * Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens
* Bathrooms ¢ Carpentry * Flat pack
furniture
* Tiling * Painting
02476 443 996

07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE

KITCHENS M“‘-m? v

S.w
INSTALLATIONS

)
NEED HELP
FROM A
LOCAL
IXPERT?
Our Classified
pages are full of
LOCAL
BUSINESSES
waiting to help!
them

a call!
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TELEPHONE 01926 451900 FACSIMILE 01527 584371
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Renault to launch mini supercar

FOLLOWING the reveal and
official announcement of the
reboot on March 17, Renault
is opening reservations for
the Renault 5 Turbo 3E ‘mini-
supercar’.

A modern, electric reboot of the
legendary Renault 5 Turbo and
Turbo 2 of the 1980s, the new vehi-
cle will be available from £135,000
including VAT as an introductory
price, excluding options, accesso-
ries and personalisation choices.

It will be sold in Europe, includ-
ing the UK, the Middle East, Japan
and Australia.

From Tuesday (April 22), cus-
tomers wishing to place a secure
order for one of the 1,980 num-
bered examples of Renault 5 Turbo
3E could complete the form on
the dedicated page of the Renault
website in their country. They will
select a dealer who will contact
them to make an appointment at

the showroom. Here, they will
sign a reservation form. They will
then have priority when Renault 5
Turbo 3E becomes available to buy.
Customers can choose the number
of their future car if they so wish.

In line with the principle of
upfront funding, any dealers plac-
ing a reservation for a car — in
their capacity as key partners — will
contribute to its pre-financing, just
like the customers. This collective
effort will contribute to financing
the development of Renault 5 Turbo
3E

The next phase will start in early
2026, when customers will be con-
tacted by their selected dealer in to
specify their personalisation choic-
es. They will then be first in line to
order Renault 5 Turbo 3E when it
becomes available.

Alongside the historic colours of
Renault 5 Turbo and Turbo 2, such
as the Rouge Grenade of production

models, or the black, yellow and
white racing livery of the Renault
5 Turbo that won the 1982 Tour
de Corse rally, customers will be
able to choose from a range of new
‘gentleman driver’ options.

They will have the opportunity
to meet Renault designers in order
to create their own exterior and
interior livery, selecting the colours
and materials for a wide range of
features - seats, door panels, dash-
board and more - allowing them to
create a truly unique car.

Finally, in first half 2027, cus-
tomers will be able to finalise the
configuration and order their car
from the dealer. The first vehi-
cles configured and ordered will be
delivered in 2027.

Ivan Segal, Renault’s global sales
and operations director, said: “We
are proud to have succeeded in
inve g our dealers, as well as the
first customers, in the pre-financing

process of the Renault 5 Turbo 3E.

“To achieve this, we have imple-
mented an innovative reservation
scheme, befitting this exceptional
vehicle, an major image vector for
the Renault brand.

“On one hand, it allows custom-
ers to secure a priority order res-
ervation within the network from
today.

“On the other hand, it helps us
finalise the development of the
Renault 5 Turbo 3E and launch the
first units in 2027

“The Renault 5 Turbo 3E could
not have come to life without this
entirely new process, which dem-
onstrates Renault Group’s ability to
innovate in the marketing schemes
of extraordinary projects.”

Built on a custom-designed alu-
minium platform tailored to its per-
formance and ambitions, Renault 5
Turbo 3E is a vehicle of spectacular
dimensions - 4.08m long, 2.03m

wide and 1.38m tall. Combining
supercar-width with city-car length
and impressive levels of perform-
ance, it can claim to create a new
class of vehicles - ‘mini-supercars’.

Renault 5 Turbo 3E has two inno-
vative in-wheel motors at the rear,
making it a rear-wheel drive.

Developing the equivalent of
540hp, it boasts a massive 4,800Nm
of torque that is available even fast-
er than with a conventional electric
motor.

With its all-carbon superstruc-
ture, it weighs under 1,450kg and
can sprint from 0-100km/h in under
3.5seconds.

With a 70kWh battery and
onboard DC charger able to sup-
port up to 350kW with its 800-volt
architecture, it charges from 15 to
80 per cent in just 15 minutes.

The standard WLTP range will be
over 400km.
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Valley relegated to
Step Five after draw

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: RUGBY Town suf-
fered relegation from the Northern
Premier League Midlands despite
producing a late fightback to draw
2-2 with rivals Bedworth United.

Valley knew only a win would keep
their survival hopes alive at The Oval.

However, Bedworth took a two-goal
lead courtesy of strikes from Liam
Murphy and Leo Stone.

Rugby reduced the deficit eight min-
utes from time when Trey Charles found
the net before the striker also scored a
penalty deep into injury time to draw
the teams level.

The visitors had a late chance to snatch
the points but were unable to find a win-
ner which confirmed Rugby’s relegation.

Rugby now sit four points from safety
with one match left to play meaning Ian
King's side will play at Step Five next
season.

Valley have spent much of the sea-
son in the bottom three and parted
company with former boss Carl Adams
in December with the club five points
adrift of safety.

After losing just one of their first five
league matches of the campaign, Rugby
embarked on a nine-game winless run
throughout September and October.

King’s appointment failed to turn the
tide as Valley won just one of their first
nine matches following the departure of
former boss Adams although perform-
ance did improve.

Results picked up in mid-February,
with Valley losing three of their last 10
matches.

However, a draw with relegation
rivals Bedworth confirmed Rugby’s

demotion while also securing the home
side’s place in the division next season.

Bedworth broke the deadlock on 31
minutes when Murphy headed in Callum
Morris’s corner at the near post.

And the home side doubled their lead
on 71 minutes as Stone volleyed home
from eight-yards out after the ball fell
kindly into his path.

Rugby halved the deficit on 82 min-
utes when Charles squeezed a shot
under Liam O’Brien from a tight angle.

And Charles scored from the pen-
alty spot five minutes into injury time
after the referee penalised Bedworth for
handball in the box.

Valley had one last chance to save
their season only for Caine Elliott to see
his effort blocked at the death.

Rugby finish the season against
Sutton Coldfield Town on Saturday,
April 26 with kick-off at 3pm at Butlin
Road.

play-offs after final day win

RUGBY Borough secured a third-
place finish in the league and a
home semi-final in the play-offs
with a final day 4-0 victory against
Coventry United.

A brace from Lewis Wilson and
further goals from substitutes Matt
Dawson and Brady Middleton at
Kilsby Lane sent Borough into the
play-offs on a high.

Rugby will now play March Town
United in the United Counties
League Premier Division South

play-off semi-finals.

Borough’s win also denied rivals
Coventry a place in the top-five.

And the victory earned Rugby
a home semi-final after play-off
opponents March Town also won
their final game of the campaign.

The other play-off semi-final pits
Aylestone Park against Eynesbury
Rovers.

Rugby host March on Sunday,
April 27 with kick-off at 3pm at
Kilsby Lane.
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