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Band on the run to help
raise cash for vital cause

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

RUNNING up that hill - a Rugby
rock band is raising money for
a suicide prevention charity by
running up one of the highest
mountains in the country this
weekend.

Steve Stetson, Karl Selickis,
Matthew Higgins and Andy Dove
- collectively known as The Soul
Revival - will race up Snowdon, and
back down again, in aid of the Ian’s
Chain charity on Sunday (July 27).

Drummer Karl says the idea began
as ‘four band mates joking around’
- but quickly changed to ‘something
very serious and heartfelt’.

He said: “Initially it was just an
idea from Steve to do a challenging
run. But when Ian’s Chain got behind
the idea, that was the moment that
we knew we had to complete it no
matter what.

“Snowdon was the mountain of
choice as we feel like the struggles
of mental health replicate the daunt-
ing task of the run. It isn’t going to
be easy and is going to be full of ups
and downs.”

He told The Observer the charity
was close to the band’s heart.

“We have all been affected direct-
ly by the cruel reality of mental
health,” he said. “We have all suf-

fered with mental health issues to
some degree, and we have all lost
friends and family members to this
cruel disease. We all believe that the
work Ian’s Chain provides is abso-
lutely outstanding.”

He says the band are experienc-

ing a mixture of emotions ahead of
the challenge.

“We are all very excited but natu-
rally nervous,” he said. “I don’t
think any of us are naive enough
to go into this over-confident - we
know it’s going to be a mammoth

task, but a very rewarding one.
“Training has been really good,
we've tried our hardest to run as
much as we can while trying to lead
busy lives. Most of us have young
families and also have to factor in
a busy gigging schedule. But run-

The Soul Revival - pictured fol-
lowing their performance at this
year’s Rugby Bikefest - are hop-
ing to scale the heights in aid of
the lan’s Chain charity.

ning a couple of times a week while
building up strength and resilience
has been key for us all.”

Karl is full of praise for Ian’s
Chain, which to date has saved over
200 people from taking their own
lives.

“We hope that we can raise as
much money as possible for such
a wonderful charity,” he said. “The
work they do is honestly amazing.

“We also want to get people talk-
ing about mental health, which can
be a taboo subject, and be able tc
raise enough awareness about the
struggles we can all encounter.

“It’s okay not to be okay, and there
will always be someone who will lis-
ten to you and your story.”

The band have already gone
£300 over their fund-raising target
of £1,000, and hope to raise even
more.

A spokesperson for Ian’s Chain
said: “These funds will provide train-
ing to make people suicide aware
and enable them to signpost where
necessary.

“This will save lives.”

Visit www.justgiving.com/crowd-
funding/ians-chain-1 to donate.
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Journalist, broadcaster and Mastermind host Clive
Myrie is one of eight people to receive honorary
degrees from the University of Warwick.

LIMITED OFFER!
£45 FOR BOTH
EARS!

REMOVAL
SPECIALIST

Are you tired of muffled sounds or discomfort
caused by ear wax buildup? Our professional ear
wax removal services provide a fast, safe, and

effective solution.
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Improved Hearing

Call Number:
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TV presenter
Myrie among
eight to receive
honorary degree
from university

BBC JOURNALIST
Clive Myrie, author
Tracy Chevalier,

and YouTuber Colin
Furze are among the
University of Warwick’s
2025 Honorary
Graduates.

The university will award
eight honorary degrees in
total to people whose work
has influenced global under-
standing, public life and crea-
tive culture.

Those honoured are:

Baroness Catherine
Ashton (Hon DLitt) is
a former UK Minister
and the EU'’s first High
Representative for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy,
where she led major interna-
tional negotiations including
the Iran nuclear deal.

She has held numerous
government roles, including
Leader of the House of Lords
and Parliamentary Under-
Secretary across several
departments.

She was Chancellor of the
University of Warwick from
2017 to 2024 and its first
female Chancellor.

After being created a
life peer in 1999, she was
appointed Dame Grand Cross
of the Order of St Michael
and St George and Lady
Companion of the Order of
the Garter.

Tracy Chevalier FRSL
(Hon DLitt) is a best-
selling novelist whose
works include Remarkable
Creatures, The Last Runaway,
and Girl with a Pearl Earring,
which was adapted into a
major Hollywood film.

She holds an MA in Creative
Writing from the University
of East Anglia.

She is a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Literature
and has served as Chair of
the UK Society of Authors
and President of the Royal
Literary Fund.

Since 2015, she has been a
trustee of the British Library
and is an Ambassador for
the Woodland Trust. Her
novels have won numerous
awards, including the WH
Smith Fresh Talent Award
and the Barnes & Noble
Discover Award.

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

Colin Furze (Hon
DSc) is a British inven-
tor and YouTuber
known for his imaginative
engineering builds, including
a hoverbike, underground
bunker, and world-record-
breaking inventions.
Originally trained as a
plumber, his projects include
the world’s longest motorcy-
cle, a 71-mph mobility scoot-
er, and a motorised pram. His
YouTube channel has more
than 13million subscribers
and 1.8 billion views world-
wide. He is widely credited
with making STEM exciting
and accessible to young audi-
ences.

Clive Myrie (Hon

DLitt) is a BBC jour-

nalist and broadcaster
who joined the BBC’s gradu-
ate journalism programme
in 1987. He has reported
from more than 80 countries,
covering major conflicts
including Iraq, Afghanistan,
Ukraine, and Gaza.

Since 2009, he has been
a BBC news presenter and,
since 2021, has hosted
Mastermind.

His recent work includes
Clive Myrie’s Italian Road Trip
and Caribbean Adventure.
His memoir, Everything is
Everything, explores identity
and journalism. In 2023, he
was appointed Pro-Chancellor
of the University of Bolton
and in 2024, Chancellor of the
University of the Arts London.

Talan Skeels-Piggins

(Hon DLitt) is a

Paralympian, motorcy-
cle racer, and former Royal
Navy officer.

Before a spinal injury in
2003, he captained a county-
winning hockey team, rep-
resented Cornwall in hockey
and windsurfing, and served
as a Royal Navy Lieutenant
with deployments worldwide.

After his injury, he compet-
ed in alpine skiing for Great
Britain at the 2010 Winter
Paralympics and became the
first paraplegic to race in an
able-bodied motorcycle race.
He is the founder of The
Bike Experience charity and

I your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

now works as a motivational
speaker.

Dr Gemma Tetlow

(Hon DSc) is chief

economist at the
Institute for Government and
a Warwick alumna with a
BSc and MSc in Economics.
She earned her PhD from
University College London.
Her career includes sen-
ior roles at the Institute
for Fiscal Studies and as
Economics Correspondent at
the Financial Times.

She is an ONS Fellow,
governor at the National
Institute for Economic and
Social Research, and chairs
the Policy Advisory Board at
the Centre for the Analysis of
Taxation. She regularly com-
ments on UK public finances
in broadcast and print media.

Mark Urban (Hon

DLitt) is a British

journalist, military his-
torian, and author with more
than 30 years’ experience
reporting on international
conflict and diplomacy.

A former Royal Tank
Regiment officer, he was
Diplomatic Editor for BBC
Two’s Newsnight until May
2024 and now writes for The
Sunday Times specialising in
defence and foreign affairs.

He has reported from Iraq,
Afghanistan, Ukraine, and
the Balkans and has written
several acclaimed books.

Professor Ekaterina

Zhuravskaya (Hon

DSc) is an econo-
mist at the Paris School of
Economics and EHESS, and
co-editor of the American
Economic Review.

A Research Fellow at
CEPR, her work explores
how political institutions,
media, and economic policies
shape societies, with a focus
on development, conflict,
and media — including social
media’s political effects.

She earned her PhD from
Harvard and has received
numerous honours, including
the CNRS Silver Medal and a
fellowship of the Econometric
Society. Her research has
earned international recogni-
tion and contributes to eco-
nomic policy debates across
Europe and beyond.
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Tributes to campaigner Liz who
‘spoke up for poor and oppressed’

A MUCH-loved political activ-
ist from Rugby has died.

Liz Peck passed away on

Wednesday July 16 at University

Hospital Coventry.

Liz was active in local politics
as a member of groups including
Rugby Trade Union and Socialist

Coalition (TUSC), the Stop The
War Coalition, and Rugby Against
Racism and Fascism.

She is remembered by former

TUSC colleague Pete McLaren, who
writes:

Liz Peck was well known in Rugby
and Warwickshire as a tireless cam-
paigner on behalf of the poor and
oppressed; she fought vigorously
against war and was an advocate
for peace.

Liz arrived in Rugby in the early
1980s where she remained for the
rest of her life. She soon became
active in local politics, joining a
number of progressive, ecologi-
cal and socialist organisations and
campaigns.

I first met Liz when Rugby Stop
The War Coalition (STWC) was set
up in 2002. Liz vehemently opposed
Tony Blair’s invasion of Iraq in
March 2003, and was amongst the
Rugby contingent of around 100
who joined one and a half million
others in London to oppose the
war, the largest ever political dem-
onstration in British history. We
managed to lose Liz in London as
she wandered off to talk to long lost
friends she bumped into, something
that was repeated many times on
future protests!

Liz remained an active member
of Rugby STWC, writing articles for
its regular newsletters and helping
to distribute them. She was present
when we sent a delegation to lobby
then Labour MP Andy King on his
support for the invasion, and she
was furious when he defended it.

She joined Rugby Against Racism

and Fascism in 2008. Liz was a
leading member, helping to deliver
leaflets to every household outlin-
ing the BNP’s attempts to stir up
racial hatred in Rugby.

When austerity began to bite in
the 2000s, Liz was a founder mem-
ber of Rugby Against the Cuts and
played an active role in challenging
local councils’ implementation of
public spending cuts. She attended
regional and national meetings on
our behalf, including the Peoples’
Assembly held in London in 2013.

Liz was a fervent supporter of
Rugby TUSC and was at the fore-
front of every campaign and every
election we contested. When we
began leafleting and talking to resi-
dents about Universal Credit on a
regular basis outside Rugby Job
Centre, Liz was always there and
usually had something to say to
anyone who dared not to take a
leaflet, let alone join her in discus-
sion!

Liz was a one-off, a life force. Her
friends were ‘little bunnies’; those
she didn’t like she was much less
complimentary about! There was
no halfway.

She will be sadly missed, not just
by her adoring family and extraordi-
nary number of friends, but also by
the others whose lives she touched.
I can’t believe she has gone.

Pete McLaren, Secretary of
Rugby TUSC 2011-2021

RugbyjMRIJohnlSlinger;
issue [of]
flooding
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Water supply boost is in the pipeline

LONG-awaited upgrades to the water net-
work in a Rugby neighbourhood will tackle
persistent flooding issues in the area.

Severn Trent Water has committed to
invest £850,000 to replace old supply pipes
in Brownsover to reduce leaks and bursts.

Work on the project is expected to begin
before the end of September - firstly at
Grasmere and Coniston Close - and is antici-
pated to last around 20 weeks.

The water supplier will also be upgrading
pipes in Newton Manor Lane, with site setup
likely to begin in the coming months.

The move comes following campaigning
from Rugby MP John Slinger, who visited
and spoke to residents, held a public meet-
ing, wrote a public letter to the CEO of
Severn Trent Water, and raised the issue on
the floor of the House of Commons.

He said: “Residents had long raised con-
cerns about ongoing flooding from burst
water pipes and a lack of clear action from
Severn Trent Water. Some have suffered
repeated internal flooding.

“I've heard about the anxiety and upheaval
caused by these incidents. I'm pleased that
my intervention has helped break the dead-
lock and get things moving. While there is
still work to do, this commitment from Severn
Trent is a significant step forward.

“I will continue to monitor progress closely
and ensure Severn Trent Water is held to
account until the issues are fully resolved.

“This case highlights broader issues with
the water industry and the way that residents
can be badly affected through no fault of
their own. I've raised broader concerns with
ministers and will continue to do so.”

Temporary traffic lights will be installed
during the works, but access for homes,
businesses and emergency services will be
maintained.

For updates, visit Severn Trent Water on
the Nextdoor app, or contact Severn Trent
Community Communications Officer Gracie
Lazenby at

mainsrenewalsupport@severntrent.co.uk
or on 07977 141354.
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WEEKEND
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This great-value break includes an evening drive
to see the dazzling Blackpool llluminations,

as well as a visit to bustling Fleetwood Market
to grab some bargains. From strolls along the
beach to lovely views of an iconic landmark,
Blackpool has it all!

Your break includes

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry
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Coun Dr Kindy Sandhu and HAF participants pictured at a sports day at Allesley Hall
Primary School last summer.

THERE’S PLENTY TO DO: ACTIVITIES are
on offer to Coventry school-aged children
under the Holiday, Activity and Food (HAF)
Summer programme.

The programme has expanded to include
over 26,000 activity sessions - 16 available
to book per child - across a wide range of
venues and locations in the city.

New activities available this year include
sessions on Al coding and construction skills
- both aiming to help young people gain
practical experience that can help them in a
future career or develop skills for the future.

Other activities include science and tech-
nology sessions, sports, arts and crafts, kara-
oke, moviemaking, cooking and more.

Coun Dr Kindy Sandhu, Coventry City
Council’s Cabinet Member for Education
and Skills, said: “This programme is a great
opportunity for children and families who
need financial or additional support to
partake in activities that all young people

should have the opportunity to benefit of,
regardless of their personal situation or
background.

“Providing these opportunities for children
to not only gain more skills and interests,
but the chance to make new friends and at
the same time benefit from healthy food
options, will hopefully ensure an enjoyable
summer for many of our local children.

“I would encourage all parents and guard-
ians to learn more by visiting the HAF web-
site and sign up for the 2025 summer pro-
gramme and take the opportunity to be part
of Coventry’s summer programme.”

To be eligible for the HAF Summer pro-
gramme, children must be in school, under-
taken as a ‘child in need’, and fit within
specific financial categories such as being in
receipt of a means-tested benefit.

The programme runs until August 31. Visit
coventry.gov.uk/haf to check eligibility and
book activities.
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It’s time to try
out a new sport

A PACKED programme of
summer sports courses is
on offer in Rugby during
the school holidays.

The Summer Sport 2025
programme gives youngsters
the chance to try a new sport
or develop skills under the
guidance of a qualified coach.

It includes a two-day sail-
ing course hosted by Draycote
Water Sailing Club starting
next Thursday (July 31), where
youngsters can complete stage
one of the RYA Youth Sailing
Certificate, while a one-day
indoor bowling course takes
place at Thornfield Indoor
Bowls Club on Monday August
4

Harris Academy Sports
Centre hosts a two-day trampolining course
starting on Monday August 11, while Hill
Street Youth and Community Centre holds
a two-day table tennis course starting on
Wednesday August 13.

A Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) coach
holds court at Caldecott Park from Monday
August 18 at the start of a two-day training
camp, and Rugby College hosts a two-day
fencing course starting on Wednesday August
20.

Summer Sport 2025 also includes a
brace of two-day horse-riding courses at
Grandborough’s Woodbine Stables - the first
starting on Thursday August 7, and the sec-
ond on Thursday August 24 - and a three-
day golf course tees off at Leam Valley Golf
Centre on Tuesday August 27 under the guid-
ance of a PGA professional coach.

Coun Maggie O’Rourke, Rugby Borough
Council’s spokesperson for partnerships and

wellbeing, said: “Our Summer Sport pro-
gramme offers youngsters the chance to get
active during the school summer holidays
and learn new skKills with the help of qualified
sports coaches.

“The courses always prove popular and
with limited places available on each one, it’s
best to book early to avoid missing out.”

Costs apply to all Summer Sport cours-
es. Visit www.rugby.gov.uk/summersport
for more information, and to book places
online.

Draycote Water Sailing Club will host
a two-day sailing course starting next
Thursday (July 31). Picture by John
Bentman.

The Cumbrian Mountain Express

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500
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Steam across the scenic Settle and
Carlisle line.

SCENIC JOURNEYS *

This day trip provides a wonderful
opportunity to get out and about with the
added bonus of steam haulage over the
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Settle & Carlisle Railway.

We have a high speed journey down the
West Coast Main Line to Carnforth, hauled
by a blue class 86 electric locomotive.

We then enjoy a circular steam tour
outwards via Shap to Carlisle and back via
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Refreshments available to purchase on board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £45 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company’s standard conditions of booking and travel apply — see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only — locos/trains may differ.
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Teen confirmed
as council leader

TEENAGERGeorgeFinch
has secured the leader-
ship of Warwickshire
County Council

The 19 year-old Reform UK
councillor, who had been inter-
im leader, was selected for the
top job by a single vote.

Four candidates across the
political spectrum were put
forward for the role, triggered
after Reform UK’s Coun Rob
Howard announced he would
be standing down as leader
after just 41 days on health
grounds.

Coun Finch saw off competi-
tion from the Liberal Democrat
candidate Jerry Roodhouse,
Conservative Adrian Warwick
and Green councillor Jonathan
Chilvers.

The decision was made
by chairman Coun Edward
Harris, with the casting vote,
who chose his fellow Reform
member.

Coun Finch, who represents
Bedworth Central, is now in
charge of an authority with a
£500million annual budget.

His rise to power follows
his party’s success at the May
local elections which saw it
form a minority administration
in Warwickshire

But other political groups on
WCC continue to demand fur-
ther information about Reform

Q

UK’s plans for Warwickshire.

Coun Michael Bannister,
who proposed Coun Finch as
leader, responded by declar-
ing Reform was ‘not failing’,
telling opposition parties ‘you
will get the policies when we
are ready’.

He continued: “We have
been here two months and
they want policy, policy, pol-
icy. We are professionals, we
have come into this business
from scratch and we are not
going to make a decision on
day one, week one, week two
just because you keep press-
ing us.

“We are looking at what'’s
here, we are talking to the
officers, we are embedding
ourselves here and when we

are ready you will get the poli-
cies.”

Since taking on the role as
leader on an interim basis,
Coun Finch has hit the head-
lines for telling chief executive
Monica Fogarty to remove the
Pride Progress flag from Shire
Hall and then speaking to the
national media and whipping
up a social media frenzy with
party leader Nigel Farage after
she refused.

MP for Warwick and
Leamington Matt Western,
himself a former WCC council-
lor, told the Observer he had
severe concerns regarding the
new leadership of the council.

He explained: “This is not
about age but simply about
experience and commitment.
Leading a council requires
a deep understanding of the
organisation and a willingness
to dedicate a serious amount
of time to the role.

“I hope, now he has been
officially elected leader, he
will focus on matters that
genuinely benefit the lives of
Warwickshire residents, not
simply play distraction games
and follow the playbook of his
national party.”

Coun George Finch has
been officially elected
leader of Warwickshire
County Council.
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Coventry City Council has been recognised at this year’s prestigious West

Midland’s Adult Learner Awards. s

Council wins adult learning award

COVENTRY City Council’s Adult Education
Service has been recognised as a winner
at this year’s prestigious West Midland’s
Adult Learner Awards.

The service was named Inclusive
Learning Provider of the Year, acknowl-
edging its commitment to providing learn-
ing opportunities in Coventry to all, regard-
less of background or circumstance.

The service provides flexible, accessi-
ble and community-based courses which
lead to qualifications.

Coun Dr Kindy Sandhu, Cabinet
Member for Education and Skills at
Coventry City Council, said: “I am so
proud of the service and all of those who
contribute to making lifelong learning a

reality in Coventry.”

Other nominees from Coventry received
high commendation at the awards, includ-
ing Lilia Baleva in the Inspiring Learner
Achievement category.

And a collaboration between Coventry
Adult Education and DHL eCommerce
UK to develop workforce learning was
nominated for a Successful Partnership
reward.

Richard Parker, Mayor of the West
Midlands, said “The Adult Learning
Awards are a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate our adult learning champions
and show that there is a wealth of talent
and enormous potential in the region.”

'
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Tour of Britain to
head across county

The Observer, Friday July 25, 2025

THE WORLD’S top cyclists
will be peddling through
‘Warwickshire this September
with the arrival of the Lloyds
Men’s Tour of Britain.

Taking in all five boroughs and
districts of Warwickshire, stage four
of the race on Friday September 5
will start in Atherstone before a
hilltop finish at Burton Dassett Hills
Country Park.

It will be the third time
Warwickshire has hosted Britain’s
biggest professional men’s cycle
race, with the most recent occasion
being in 2019, when Dutch sensa-

by Philippa Mingins

tion Mathieu van der Poel was first
across the line at Burton Dassett.

‘Warwickshire has also hosted the
Tour of Britain Women on five
occasions in the last decade and the
men’s and women’s road races in
the Commonwealth Games in 2022,
when both events starting and fin-
ishing in Warwick.

The detailed route of the
‘Warwickshire stage of the Tour of
Britain will be published shortly.

Jonathan Day, managing director
of British Cycling Events, added:

“Warwickshire has a long and proud
history of hosting the Lloyds Tour
of Britain with great support from
the communities across the county,
so we are delighted to be returning,
especially with such a challeng-
ing finale at Burton Dassett Hills
Country Park, that will draw specta-
tors from right across the heart of
England.”

The six-stage Lloyds Men’s Tour
of Britain begins in East Suffolk on
September 2.

A date for the diary - Warwickshire
is hosting the Lloyds Men’s Tour of
Britain on September 5.

Pedalling her way to a prize -
Sarah Burbery.

Sarah gets back on her bike to win holiday prize

A CYCLIST who dusted off her
bike after years out of the sad-
dle has pedalled her way to the
top prize in a national bike rid-
ing challenge.

More than 500 cyclists across
‘Warwickshire came out in May
for the Bike Month Challenge
and collectively cycled 92,161
miles throughout the month.

And Sarah Burbery, who
works for the Leamington-based
The Transportation Consultancy,
was selected at random as the
winner of the month’s grand
prize, a £4,000 holiday.

Sarah said: “I only returned
to cycling a couple of months
ago when I decided I wanted to
try a different form of exercise.
As I child, I remembered loving
going on family bike rides in the
summer holidays so thought,
as we approach summer, now
would be the perfect time to get
back into cycling.

“For me, cycling is a great
way to get out and see my local
area, whether it be a quick
cycle at lunchtime to sit in my
local park or a longer route to
a country park to enjoy a picnic

on the weekend. Cycling has
really started to improve my
wellbeing and fitness, so I now
hope to start cycling to work.
I'm looking forward to getting
that extra bit of active travel
in every week as well as saving
some money.”

As part of its ongoing part-
nership with Love to Ride,
Warwickshire County Council
encouraged residents and work-
places to take part in the Bike
Month Challenge during the
month of May. Warwickshire’s
residents and workplaces rose to

the challenge, getting on their
bikes.

This resulted in 538 riders and
40 individual workplaces taking
part, 6,144 trips made by bike
of which 35 per cent were for a
specific purpose like shopping,
commuting to work or errands
rather than for exercise reasons,
and 92, 161 miles ridden, which
is over four times around the
circumference of the planet.

The next Bike Month
Challenge is in September.

Visit www.lovetoride.net/
warwickshire for more details.

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

/5 GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Collection Service Available

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Onen Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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Man jailed for
11 years after
sexual assaults

A SEX offender has been
jailed for 11 years after
assaultmg three women
in Leamington.

Emmanuel Atugo, of
Southorn Court, Leamington,
sexually assaulted a woman
he had only just met while in
his car on Bath Place on June
27 last year.

The 29-year-old then sexu-
ally assaulted a woman he
had known for a short while
at her home in Leamington
on August 1.

While on bail for both
offences, Atugo sexually
assaulted another woman
he knew at his house on
November 17. He was charged
and remanded in custody fol-
lowing his arrest.

Atugo was found guilty
by a jury at Warwick Crown
Court of five counts of sexual
assault and two counts of
sexual assault by penetra-
tion.

He was sentenced to 11
years behind bars and four Sex offender Emmanuel Atugo has been jailed for 11 years.
years on licence following his
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SummegGandening

A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts

release. He will also be on
the Sex Offenders Register
for life.

Det Con Ella Stewart,
from Warwickshire Police’s
domestic abuse and rape

team, said: “I cannot praise
enough the strength all
three victims have displayed
throughout this process, and
I am relieved that they have
finally received the justice

they each deserve. I hope this
case reassures victims of sex-
ual abuse that we are com-
mitted to investigating and
bringing dangerous offenders
to justice.”

Drug dealer given 5 years in prison

A DRUG dealer has
been sentenced after
being caught supply-
ing cocaine in Rugby.

Ross Lloyd, 30, of
Stoke Golding, was
sentenced at Warwick
Crown Court to five
years and one month
in prison after plead-
ing guilty to being
concerned in the sup-
ply of Class A drugs.

Police said Lloyd
was arrested and
charged in July 2021
after officers raided
a flat in Abbey Street
and found evidence
that he was supplying
a Rugby street dealer
with cocaine.

Det Con Matthew
Rapkins, from Rugby
Proactive CID, said:

Dealer Ross Lloyd
is behind bars for
supplying cocaine
in Rugby.

“Cocaine has
become a huge
problem in society
up and down the
country. Lloyd is
someone who looks
to profit on peo-
ple’s misery, and
was involved in sup-
plying this drug in
Rugby.

“I am pleased this
sentence recognises
the harm caused by
this drug. We will
continue to work
tirelessly to bring
people to justice
who sell Class A
drugs in our town.”

Police appeal to find
man wanted on recall

POLICE are hunt- information about
ing John Cannon, his whereabouts
from Rugby, who is is wurged to visit
wanted on recall to www.warwickshire.
prison. police.uk/ro/report/,
The 35-year-old has call 101, or contact
mousy brown hair. Crimestoppers anon-
He has visible tattoos ymously on 0800 555
on the front and side 111
of his neck, spelling
Lucy and Reg. Police are keen to
Anyone with trace John Cannon.

A world of

(Sorie

QOU‘HAM OPEN @ DAYs &
S1Vﬂ"0un UPON AVON :
m 1 0-30-4'30pm
BankiHoli
Mondays]

@nmamlm-‘
INr/Farnborough

Banbury OX17AEL

' iTel @E@@ 690479
customersaIes@famboroughgardencentre CO Uk
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Youngsters
get active

HUNDREDS of schoolkids
from across Coventry took
part in a series of fun activi-
ties designed to promote

the benefits of a healthy and
active lifestyle as part of
National School Sports Week.

Around 300 pupils from
Stretton Primary, St Osburg’s,
St Augustine’s, Eden Girls
School, Etone College, and
Quest Academy were wel-
comed to the Butts Park Arena
by Coventry Rugby Club.

The club’s community team
hosted and delivered the ses-
sions as part of the nationwide
initiative, which is led by the
Youth Sport Trust to promote
physical activity and wellbeing
among young people.

The club’s executive chair-
man Jon Sharp said: “This
initiative gave us a fantastic
opportunity to connect with
pupils from the area and
encourage them to move
more, play more, and build
confidence through a wide
variety of sporting activities.

“It was about more than just
physical activity — it was about
highlighting the vital role
sport plays in supporting both
physical wellbeing and mental
health.

“Creating these positive
experiences at a young age
can have a lasting impact, and
we hope that the sessions we
have coordinated will leave
the pupils feeling more con-
fident and motivated to stay
active.”
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Going wild as Eco Buddies

INQUISITIVE kids at a
Coventry primary school are
the latest group of students
to become ‘Eco Buddies’
after participating in an
environmental education
programme.

Pupils from St Christopher
Primary School were visited by staff
from housebuilder Orbit Homes,
who taught them about biodiver-
sity, why it’s important, and what
they can do to promote it.

They also helped the pupils build
and decorate their own bird boxes.

Year 5 teacher Kevin Tarn said:
“Our pupils are very curious about
the environment and love to explore
outdoors so this was a very engag-
ing experience for them.

“The bird box activity was a fun
and creative way to get the pupils
really involved with the idea of pro-

tecting the wildlife around us and
we’d like to say thank you to Orbit
Homes for inspiring our very own
‘Eco Buddies’.”

Brian Nearney, regional manag-
ing director at Orbit Homes, added:
“It was a great opportunity to help
the children learn more about bio-
diversity and share what they can
do to make their own positive dif-
ference on the environment, both
at home and at school.

“Our team really enjoyed build-
ing the bird boxes with the pupils
and we loved seeing the students
add their own personal touch to
the bird boxes with their colourful
designs.

“We're very grateful to St
Christopher Primary School for
having us.”

Eco Buddies is designed to sup-
port students in understanding the
importance of nature and how all

Sahnalle

mary Eco #4
hand-built bird boxes. =

living things are connected. Visit
orbithomes.org.uk/eco-buddies
for free downloadable classroom

resources. Email eco.buddies@
orbit.org.uk for more information,
or to book a school visit.
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St Patrick’s pupils at Waterloo station.

CHILDREN from a Coventry
primary school have com-
pleted a railway adventure
across eight iconic locations
as part of a landmark cel-
ebration.

Pupils from St Patrick’s
Catholic Primary School have
visited some of the country’s
most popular rail destina-
tions as part of the Railway
200 project, which is cel-
ebrating 200 years of the
modern railway.

Every year group took
train journeys to different

locations across the country,

covering hundreds of miles
with many pupils travelling
by train for the first time.

Following reception chil-
dren’s visit to Paddington
Station for a teddy bears’
picnic, classes  visited
Bletchley, Woburn Sands,
Bournville, Waterloo,
‘Widney Manor, Malvern Link
and Brockenhurst, taking in
sights, sketching what they
saw from the train, and dis-
covering how rail travel con-
nects people and places.

The project not only cel-
ebrates the history of the

Rail project is a ticket ride for pupils

railway but also encourages
new generations to consider
careers in rail and engineer-
ing, as well as explore unfa-
miliar parts of the country.

The school’s assistant
vice principal Elise Liggins
said: “Railway 200 has been
a brilliant opportunity for
our pupils to get out into
the wider world, experience
travelling by train, and take
learning beyond the class-
room as part of a nationwide
project. It’s been a fantastic
school-wide project for the
summer term.”

V'V wilkes

Helping You Support
Someone Vulnerable.

Expert legal advice
when it matters most.

|

[l i



The Observer, Friday July 25, 2025

ANSTY HALL
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Starlit screenings
this August
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Outdoor cinema nights

Grab your cosiest blanket, gather your favourite people,

and join us for a magical movie night under the stars. Got a group of
Whether you're in the mood for a heart-warming classic, 8 or more? Call
a sing-along musical packed with feel-good moments, or a us for 10% off
timeless favourite the whole family will love, our hand-picked

selection of films offers something for everyone.

And it wouldn’t be a proper movie night without some
delicious treats. Artisan popcorn is included with your ticket,
and you’ll have your pick of two tempting dining options: enjoy
freshly made wood-fired pizzas with hand crafted cocktails,
or indulge in a mouth-watering two-course meal at Twine
restaurant before the film begins.

Movie & popcorn
£20 per adult, £10 per child (4-12yrs)

Movie, popcorn, pizza & cocktail
£40 per adult, £20 per child (soft drink)

Movie, popcorn, two-course dinner in Twine
£45 per adult, £25 per child

Cinema showings

1st August - Dirty Dancing (12)

2nd August - Cocktail (15)

10th August - The Greatest Showman (PG)

15th August - Top Gun (12A)

17th August - The Sound of Music (U) gﬁ:{fhg‘uzégclusive_co.uk
22nd August - Mamma Mia (PG) exclusive.co.uk/ansty-hall

5th September - Wicked (PG) Ansty Hall, Main Road,
Ansty, Coventry CV7 9HZ
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Award-winning
chef continues to
cook up a storm

WORD is spreading fast about
The Warwick at Mallory Court
Country House Hotel & Spa - and
with very good reason.

The newly-launched restaurant at
the long-established Leamington hotel
launched just over a month ago under
the stewardship of award-winning chef
Stu Deeley, and tables are already in
high demand.

Mallory Court has always had an
enviable culinary reputation, but
that reputation is only going to be
enhanced by the arrival of the execu-
tive head chef who gained national
recognition after winning MasterChef:
The Professionals in 2019.

His appointment has generated
much excitement, although it is in
many ways something of a homecom-
ing. Originally from Birmingham, Stu
worked at Mallory Court early in his
career. He then spent years perfecting
his cuisine in other respected mid-
lands kitchens such as Simpsons and
The Wilderness. He later became chef
director at Hampton Manor Estate,
where he founded the Michelin-
recommended Smoke, earning praise
for its ingredient-led and open-fire
cooking.

And now he is back at Mallory Court
with a clear vision, one which com-
bines classic British cooking with a
contemporary edge, and a menu built

around bold flavours and seasonal
produce.

Diners are finding that vision dem-
onstrated straight away with the
arrival at their table of fresh flavour
packed trout and goat cheese cana-
pes, followed by a vibrant and equally
impressive wild garlic veloute amuse
bouche, To say they merely whet
the appetite would be an understate-
ment.

The Warwick’s summer menu can
be savoured via a Taste of The Season
or a three course A La Carte option.

Imagination

Starters such as a beautifully bal-
anced St Agnes Crab, Isle of Wight
Tomato and Pecorino Tart with
Bloody Mary, and a big meaty hand-
dived Orkney scallop with Stornoway
Black Pudding and subtle Thai spic-
ing, deliver the very best of British
with real flair and imagination.

The lamb main of Oxfordshire
Hogget with Potato Terrine and Green
Beans in a rich lamb jus, and a stun-
ning Cornish Monkfish paired with a
Borlotti Bean Cassoulet and a perfect-
ly spiced Espelette and Nduja sauce,
are further evidence of a chef, and his
kitchen, who know how to make every
ingredient on the plate sing.

Those looking to pair a wine with

the summer menu - if they don’t opt
for the individual wine pairings with
the Taste of the Season menu - may
enjoy the bright and refreshing Othello
Pinot Noir, full of cherry, strawberry
and cranberry flavours, from the near-
by Welcome Hills Vineyard.

Desserts such as the rich Manjari
Fondant Tart with Garden Mint ice
cream, using mint from the hotel’s
own Kkitchen garden, a pretty as a
picture Somerset Strawberry Mille-
Feuille, and a Rhubarb and Custard
Baked Alaska, developed over the
years from Stu’s childhood memories,
cannot help but delight.

For all the amazing dishes, preci-
sion and attention to every detail,
there remains a refreshing and wel-
come simplicity to The Warwick’s
first menu.

Stu explained: “My focus is on clas-
sical flavour combinations, ingredi-
ents that speak for themselves, and
food people genuinely want to eat —
not just admire. I'm not trying to rein-
vent the wheel, I just want to make it
turn really, really well.”

An exciting new culinary journey is
underway at Mallory Court, and it’s
certainly got off to a very tasty start.

Visit www.mallory.co.uk/the-war-
wick-restaurant for further details.

Ian Hughes
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Executive head chef Stu Deeley in the kitchen garden at Mallory
Court Country House Hotel & Spa.

Rhubarb and Custard Baked Alaska, developed over the years
m Stu’s childhood memories.

Celebrate the Bank Holiday in true English
style with a delectable afternoon tea served in

our elegant spaces or picturesque gardens.

1.30pm

L

& Ll

Harbury Lane, Leamington Spa, CV33 9QB |

4.00pm
Monday, 25th August | £39.50 per person

Immerse yourself in the magic of live music as
these talented musicians bring warmth and
harmony to the afternoon...

2:45pm - 5:00pm

July - September (Selected Sundays)

Vel

AN EXCLUSIVE DINING EXPERIENCE

An elegant evening of Champagne, canapés,
and a four-course tasting menu by Executive
Head Chef Stu Deeley, paired with fine wines,
celebrating the best of late summer's produce.
Starting at 6.00pm
Thursday, 11th September | £159.00 per person

INFO@MALLORY.CO.UK | T: 01926 330214
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SPECIALISTS IN BEDS AND MATTRESSES FOR
= BED FACTORY PEOPLE WITH BACK, SHOULDER OR HIP PAIN.

The Harrison Handmade

1 WEEK DELIVERY ON ELECTRIC BEDS
Beds

|
5 POINT
MASSAGE
MATTRESS NOW &
AVAILABLE TO TRY

IN STORE.
“A

Complete Range of Harrison Single £449 * Double £499 Single £339 » Double £419 We are specialists in electric adjustable beds and have
FR Chemical Free Beds on Show King £599 « Super King £699 King £469 * Super King £589 A Large Selection Available Starting From £999

S . Special Edition Celebrit
Avon Fire Side Chair y

studio in store

Bedroom Furniture

3'0 was £449 now £389
£669.00 4'6 Was £599 now £499 Sl L ol
5'0 was £699 now £599 Furniture Available

Mammoth
Ultimate Health
Mattress

FREE Local
| |
Delivery and
5’0 Pure Mattress or -
2000 Limited Stocks FREE Dlsposal

Reduced from £2139| ON orders over
TO JUST £1599 £499*

Helps reduce back, shoulder and hip pain *Terms and conditions apply see in store

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL

139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
. 01926 422404 and i hebeciacon; . Trustpilot % % % % %
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A colourful event.

COLOURFUL kids at a Rugby primary
school have stepped up to raise over £4,200
for a children’s mental health charity.

More than 350 pupils took part in a
vibrant Colour Run at Paddox Primary
School, raising the impressive total for
Place2Be.

After the children were showered with
multicoloured powder, they completed two
laps around the school field, followed by a
well-earned ice cream and hose down.

Then, to the delight of the children, the
school’s Deputy and Assistant Headteachers
bravely volunteered to be gunged.

Deputy Headteacher Jackie Unwin said:
“It was great to come together to support

| ga touch

b e e i
children’s mental health and celebrate our
amazing school community.”

The event was inspired by Year 4 teacher
Charlotte Pearson, who said: “I wanted to
give the children something fun and memo-
rable. Our school’s such a happy, lively
place, and the Colour Run felt like the per-
fect way to celebrate that - while also rais-
ing money for a great cause.

“We were overwhelmed by the generos-
ity of our school community. Many children
raised over £100, which was amazing. Our
top fundraiser, Hallie in Year One, raised a
staggering £670! As a thank you, she’s been
gifted an unlimited ‘Summer of Fun’ pass to
Coventry’s Red Kangaroo trampoline park.”
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Hard work is
behind awards

HIGH-achieving students at a
Rugby secondary school have
been celebrated at an awards
evening.

Over 100 students at Avon
Valley School were awarded med-
als and certificates for their hard
work over the academic year.

Each of the school’s faculties
and subject areas nominated two
students from each year group
to receive a subject award. The
subject areas also selected one
student, from any year group, to
receive the overall award for that
subject.

In addition, one high-achieving
student from each year group
was selected by their head of
year for an award. The outstand-
ing students of the year were
Elsie Jackson from Year 7, Lena
Winiarczyk from Year 8, Edward
Dewes from Year 9, and Kallum
Mackley from Year 10.

Year 10 student Maya Telka
was selected by the school’s
headteacher for a special award,
and Connor Daysh was chosen to
receive the Don O’Neill Award.
The Alison Davies Award, which
was introduced in 2024 and
named after the school’s former headteacher,
was awarded to Year 10 student Abha Masuti
for her commitment to the school’s values.

our students’ ambition and hard work. I am
very grateful to our speaker, Anna Turney,
for joining us and for sharing her inspiration-
al story with our students and their guests.”

Awards were presented by a special guest,
Paralympic skier Anna Turney.

Headteacher Blake Francis said: “It is won-
derful to be able to recognise and celebrate

Awards were presented by Paralympic
skier Anna Turney.
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Available in beautiful and stylish Hard Wood and Faux Wood

WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE-FOR-LIKE QUOTE

21 Brixham Drive, Coventry, CV2 3LA
I: info@brixham-blinds.co.uk

Contact us today for a

no-obligation quotation

XHAM
N L)
Residential and Commercial

Brixham blinds are a well-established blinds l
company offering to trade and consumer.

With a great range of quality bespoke and

made to measure blinds by an established

blind company you can trust.

Whether you‘re thinking of vertical blinds,
roller blinds, venetian blinds or roman blinds,
shutter blinds, all of our blinds come with
child safety regulations and fittings to make
sure your home is safe.
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School trio say
a fond farewell

PUPILS and staff at Henry Hinde School
are bidding a happy retirement to three
members of staff.

Principal Fleur Edwards and Learning
Support Assistants Karen Caldwell and Sandra
Evans have collectively given 65 years’ serv-
ice to the Bilton school.

Mrs Edwards, who initially joined Henry
Hinde as deputy headteacher in 2012, is
retiring at the end of the summer term after
13 years at the heart of the school.

While Mrs Caldwell and Mrs Evans, who
both started their roles on 27th September
1999, will aptly retire on the same day.

To mark the occasion, members of the
Henry Hinde School community — past and
present — were invited to share their memo-
ries, with a celebration event also held at the

school to say a big ‘thank you’.

James Higham, CEO at the Transforming
Lives Educational Trust, of which Henry
Hinde School is part, said: “As with so many
people who work in education, Mrs Edwards,
Mrs Caldwell and Mrs Evans have always
gone above and beyond to do the very best
for our children.

“It is hard to overestimate the impact that
these wonderful colleagues have had on so
many lives throughout their time at Henry
Hinde.

“They have seen generations of children
starting their primary school journey here,
making a difference for families right across
the local area and supporting countless
staff.

“On behalf of everyone we’d like to wish
them all the very best for a long
and happy retirement.”

Mrs Edwards said it had been
a privilege and honour to be
part of the Henry Hinde family
for so many years.

She added: “What makes our
school so special is the people
— our incredible pupils, their
families and all of the inspir-
ing colleagues I've been lucky
enough to work with every day.
I have so many fond memories
and immense pride in all that
we've achieved together.”

Fleur Edwards, Sandra
Evans and Karen Caldwell
have collectively given 65
years’ service to Henry
Hinde School.
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Olympic kayaker, Kimberley Woods dropped in at Boughton Leigh Junior

School’s careers fair - with her kayak.

Inspirational visit

RUGBY'’S own Olymplc kayaker, Kimberley
‘Woods, dropped in to a careers fair at
Boughton Leigh Junior School to offer
inspiration to young minds already buzzing
with ideas about their future.

Kimberley, who has represented Team
GB at the highest level, kindly gave her
time to talk to pupils about her journey
into sport. Kimberley’s key message to the
children was to follow their dreams, empha-
sising that hard work and dedication truly

pay off.
One of the highlights of her visit was let-
ting the pupils sit in the kayak she used to
win her Olympic medal, which brought her
story to life.
The event, for Year 4 pupils, brought

together professionals from a wide range of
sectors, offering students a glimpse into the
world of work.

There were representatives from Jaguar
Land Rover, health professionals from the
NHS, local youth services, Warwickshire
Fire and Rescue Service and research scien-
tists among others.

Oragniser and Year 4 lead Adina Murataj
said: “We're really grateful to all of the
visitors who gave up their time to sup-
port our pupils. It was a brilliant day, and
Kimberley’s visit made it even more special.
Her story helped the children to see that
people from their own community can go
on to achieve amazing thmgs with the right
support and determination.”

IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they

don't have enough stock left to service them.

Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on to YOU.

BRAND NAME CARPETS W
AT LOW LOW PRICES

—

SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE

From quality Axminster to budget cord
e are recommended for our low prices, quality service and extensive range
throughout the Midlands. There are no R. R, prices on carpets so if others

50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal hi

OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 5EY

Nl

Tl‘ BE QUICK

r .. 1O

ive
Pnces ALWAYS

v

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985

[ www.salecarpet. uk4|
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Shadowplay - three interpretations on the Shadow theme from the Take Ten display. LEFT: Shadow by Clive Bailey. MIDDLE: Shadow by Stefan Shillington. RIGHT: Shadow
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Challenge brings some inspired
entries - there’s a word for that

ing members has set a one-word
theme for themselves and the
others to interpret with a single
photograph — resulting in subjects
ranging from Circular, Square,
Glass, Shadow and Night to more
conceptual themes such as Help,
Disconnected, Danger, Electric
and Elegance.

And the resulting images will
form a grid of pictures as the

HOW many ways can a one-
word subject be interpreted by
a group of individual photogra-
phers?

That is the question posed by
the Take Ten challenge undertaken
by several members of Leamington
Spa Photographic Society’s Style
Group.

Each of the ten participat-

centrepiece of the group’s annual
‘Work in Progress’ exhibition

at All Saints’ Parish Church in
Leamington from July 31 until
August 3.

In addition to the Take Ten dis-
play, the free-to-enter exhibition
will include panels of work by the
ten and other members of the Style
Group.

Those cover subjects as wide-

ranging abandoned boats on the
bank of a Suffolk river to impres-
sions of Warwickshire.

Style Group co-ordinator Stefan
Shillington said: “While the Take
Ten challenge has become a cen-
tral part of our annual exhibition,
the individual panels give each
member their own space to use as
they wish.

“That means they can show a

body of work based on themes or
concepts of their own choosing, in
whatever way they want, without
being restricted to single images
or being subject to outside cura-
tion.”

The exhibition is open from
noon until 5.30pm on Thursday
July 31, 10.30am to 5.30pm on
the Friday and Saturday, and noon
to 5pm on the Sunday.

We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with
lots to think about.

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about t
decision you make — whether that’s choosing
a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

carehome.co.uk

Questions about care?

he

Four Ways,
Leamington Spa

CARE HOME
GROUP

Sycamores,
Leamington Spa

07802 728443
a j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

Registered charity number 1012788

Woodside Care Village, Warwick
Castle Brook, Kenilworth

07802 728447

B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk
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Just for Pets
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Just for Pets, Leamington Shopping Park, Tachbrook Park Dr, Leamington Spa CV34 6RH
(next to M&S)

Just for Pets, Arena Shopping Park, Rowley’s Green, Coventry CV6 6AS (next to M&S)
Just for Pets, Horeston Grange Shopping Centre, Nuneaton CV11 6GU (next to Farmfoods)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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People are urged to
have a say on play

THE BLUEPRINT for a revamﬁ of a Rugby play-
ground has been revealed to the public.

Rugby Borough Council has published a draft
masterplan for the refurbishment of the Bawnmore
Road play area in Bilton, and now wants feed-
back from residents before going ahead with the
project.

Plans include a roundabout with wheelchair
access, a climbing net, traditional swings together
with a nest swing and group swing, and a metal
climbing frame with a slide.

The masterplan, drawn up following a first phase
of public consultation, also includes replacing the
timber platform at the play area’s embankment
slide and building new steps to make the slide
more accessible.

The consultation asks for residents’ views on
whether to retain and relocate the play area’s dish
roundabout or replace it with a selection of play
equipment for younger children.

Coun Maggie O’Rourke, Rugby Borough
Council’s spokesperson for partnerships and well-
being, said: “Public consultations play a vital part
in our rolling programme of play area refurbish-
ments and we're delighted to now be consulting
on the draft masterplan for Bawnmore Road.

“This consultation gives residents a chance to
have a say on the masterplan and also feedback
on whether to remove or retain the play area’s
dish roundabout, so we really want to know what
you think.”

Her Liberal Democrat counterpart Coun Neil
Sandison added: “Consultations play an important
part in our refurbishment plans as resident engage-
ment helps us to install play equipment which best
meets the needs of local communities.

“We would urge parents, local schools and chil-
dren to participate in this consultation so we can
make the right choices for the community.”

The public consultation runs until 5pm on Friday
August 8. Visit www.rugby.gov.uk/bawnmore to
take part.
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Working together gets
school a ‘Good’ grade

A ‘PROFOUND shift in culture
has earned a Rugby secondary
school a ‘Good’ rating from the
schools inspectorate - three years
after it received the lowest pos-
sible grade.

Ashlawn School received the new
rating after Ofsted found ‘significant
improvement’ and a community ‘working
together with even greater ambition for
the school’ following an inspection last
month.

Inspectors said behaviour expectations
were ‘high and clearly communicated’,
lessons were ‘calm and purposeful’, the
curriculum was ‘ambitious’ and that
pupils ‘work hard and achieve well’.

They said Sixth Form students ‘value
the quality of their learning and wider
experiences’ and were ‘impressively keen
to contribute to the school community’.

They also praised the school’s extra-
curricular and enrichment opportunities,
the fact that staff felt valued, and that
parents ‘talk positively about having their
voice heard’.

School Principal Paul Brockwell said:
“When 1 first walked through the doors
in 2022, the potential in this school was
tangible. With the Transforming Lives
Educational Trust we have systematically
looked at how we can bring that promise
to life in everything that we do — and the
way that the community has responded
to that challenge has been uplifting.

“There is not one element of this school
that hasn’t moved forward with pace, and
that is testament to the fact that we are
all committed to one thing — and that is

ASHLAWN SCHOOL

TRANSFORMING LIVES

Ashlawn School Principal Paul Brockwell with students.

‘our best, always’.

“The most important thing is that our
students shone throughout the inspec-
tion — and their attitudes, behaviours
and successes are the best reflection of
a school.”

JamesHigham, CEO ofthe Transforming
Lives Educational Trust which runs the
school, said the last two and a half years
had been ‘significant’ for Ashlawn.

He added: “The whole team should be
acknowledged for their collective efforts
and commitment.

“No stone has been left unturned, and
taking the relatively rare step of j Jumpmg
two judgement grades in one inspection
is testament to this. It is an amazing feel-
ing that I hope everyone associated with
Ashlawn will feel part of - proud doesn’t
even begin to describe it.

“This is, however, a step on a much
bigger journey. There is more that we
want to aspire to and achieve — and that
is what makes the future for Ashlawn
School so exciting.”
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Bagging basics
for the homeless

SCHOOLCHILDREN
have given hundreds of
toiletries to those less
fortunate in Coventry.

Students at St Anne’s
Catholic Primary School in
Willenhall have raised funds
to buy a variety of toiletry
products for 34 homeless
people who are in new coun-
cil-run temporary accommo-
dation at neighboring Chance
Avenue Police Station.

The school ran a non-uni-
form day when pupils could
bring in a donation to con-
tribute to an Easter fund-
raiser.

The tenants have each been
given a bag of toiletries with
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
shower gel, shampoo, razors
and aftershave.

One of the residents at the
accommodation, Gary, said:
“It’s lovely of the school
to support us. I hope we
can repay the school and
do something in return for
them.”

Another tenant, David,
added: “Its so kind of the
children, school and parents
to donate all the items - I am
very grateful.”

St Anne’s headteacher
Rachel Batson said: “We have
a really good relationship
with the staff at the accom-

modation. And have been in
contact with the managers,
even before it opened.

“We're delighted residents
have been able to use the
items.”

A year six student at St
Anne’s Primary School, Jack,
said: “It’s a really good idea
because it helps them.”

Another pupil, Rebecca,
added: “It’s a good way of
showing love to others, it’s a
good thing to do.”

Fr Stephen Fawecett,
Parish Priest at St Anne’s in
‘Willenhall, said: “The man-
agers have shown great ini-
tiative showing us around the
accommodation and makes it
much easier for us to respond
as a church and school.

“It’s those basic things like

e g

toiletries that
make a differ-
| ence.

“We wanted
e to show that
¢ they are wel-
; come - it’s the
' care and sup-
port we want
to show that is
i the most impor-
tant.”

C o u n
Naeem Akhtar,
Coventry City
3 Council’s

= - Cabinet mem-

ber for Housing
and Communities, said: “I'm
not surprised about this
donation because the vast
majority of people are very
compassionate.

“It’s especially lovely
that the schoolchildren are
involved - I think their ges-
ture is wonderful.

“People become homeless
for all sorts of complex rea-
sons and we hope many of
those who are accommodated
can get back on their feet.”

Students at St Anne’s
Catholic Primary School
raised funds to buy a
variety of toiletry prod-
ucts for homeless peo-
ple.

A HOMELESSNESS charity in Coventry has
called for businesses in the region to help it
meet increasing demand on its services.

Simon Ree, who runs Bardsley Youth
Project in Hill Top, says the charity needs
businesses’ help to keep its services run-
ning.

Mr Ree, who was helped by the project
himself when he was younger, said: “If | tell
a vulnerable young person where they can
go and who they can speak to get help,
they probably walk out the door and don't
do anything with that information.

“We've seen a four-fold increase in
demand for our service since | became
CEQ in 2019.

“That's partly down to the fact that we
are doing better at letting people know we
are here and what we can do to help, but
there’s also the fact that more people need

support too.
“Basically, we just want businesses to
bear us in mind and help in any way
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Simon Ree
(left) with
Corin Crane at
Bardsley Youth
Project.

they can so we can continue to serve the
young ”people in the city in their moment

of need.

Simon told Corin Crane, the chief exec-
utive of the Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce, about the charity’s
range of services, including drop-in-ses-
sions, one-on-one support and helping to
re-furnish  accommodation, during a recent
visit.

He explained how the charity relied on
donations  from individuals and businesses
to fulfill the needs of young people, and

asked Mr Crane to spread the word among

businesses. )
Mr Crane said:

“My ask to businesses is

to find out more about the project and do

whatever you can to help.”

Visit
information on the
bardsleyyouth.org  for
ies.

www.bardsleyyouth.org  for
charity.

more
Email rachel@
partnership  enquir-

CUCINA

KITCHENS

STUNNING MODERN AND
TRADITIONAL KITCHENS

FOR SOLIHULL & SURROUNDING AREAS

cucina-kitchens.co.uk

Visit our kitchen showroom at Earlswood Garden centre, Forshaw Heath Road, Solihull, B94 5JU
or call to arrange a consultation with our expert kitchen team on 01564 783 007




The Observer, Friday July 25, 2025 PAGE 19

HOLLOWAYS

AUCTIONEERS

y 3 )
EST 972 ' ‘
%“ /j

Leamington Silver & Jewellery
Valuation Day
Wednesday 30th July

12pm to 2pm

Valuations of Silver, Jewellery, Watches, Gold,
Antiques and General Collectables.
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Life-and-times tale of one of the

giants of theatre
is next on stage

THE STORY of the great
Victorian  actor-manager
William Charles Macready is
brought to the stage at the
Rugby theatre bearing his
name.

Macready! Dickens’ Theatrical
Friend, written and performed
by Mark Stratford, can be seen
at the Macready Theatre at
Rugby School - for one night
only on July 29.

Macready — the man to who
Charles Dickens’ dedicated
‘Nicholas Nickleby’ - is billed as
a tale of love, devotion, ambition
and sacrifice.

With an array of characters,
Stratford takes his audience on
a journey from Macready'’s first
tentative steps on stage in a
tatty country theatre to his final
ever performance at the mighty
Drury Lane.

Life had begun well for the
young Macready. The prestig-
ious Rugby School, where he
started in 1803, was intended to
be a springboard for him to go
to Oxford and study law.

But when his father’s theatri-
cal empire collapsed and he
was imprisoned for bankruptcy,

Macready, aged 16, was forced
to leave the school and help with
the family business.

Although still a boy, he took
charge of a shambolic company
of players still in his father’s
service at Chester. Young
William had shown early prom-
ise as a performer at school
and before long he somehow
managed to knock the troubled
troupe in to shape. Debts were
cleared, salaries paid and the
company moved on to the next
theatre.

Greatest

And when his father was
released from prison he cast his
son as Romeo and the rest, as
they say, is history.

Mark said: “Macready goes
on to become the greatest actor
of his generation,but why he’s
got a place in history is down
to how he changed theatre for
good. He introduced things we
now take entirely for granted.
For instance he abandoned the
somewhat over-the-top style
of performance, in favour of
more real and natural acting.
He insisted on detailed rehears-

als and made sure all aspects
of a show such as sound, light-
ing, costumes, props, and scen-
ery, fitted together properly. He
also trained actors and directed.
None of these were common
practices at the time.”

“But there’s also so much
more to his story. Macready’s
rise from country actor to ‘emi-
nent tragedian’ is full of fasci-
nating anecdotes. The conflict
between his love of acting and
his contempt for the acting pro-
fession provides some amusing
asides, and Macready’s feuds as
actor and actor-manager make
for great entertainment.”

The show is a labour of love
for Mark who became intrigued
by Macready’s story when he
read his diaries a few years ago.

“He is not as well-known as
the likes of Edmund Kean and
Henry Irving, famous actors
whose careers overlapped with
Macready’s at each end of the
19th century, but his story is of
such importance and interest, I
feel driven to tell it.”

Visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/
rugby-arts for tickets and fur-
ther details.

Mark Stratford as the great Victorian actor-manager William Charles
Macready. Picture by Martin Smith.
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TORQUAY & DEVON DELIGHTS

Trustpilot

BLACKPOOL

- 5

ROYAL MINT, BRECON MOUNTAIN

TURKEY & TINSEL

Departing Mon 10 Nov ‘25
It’s beginning to look a lot like a Turkey and Tinsel break

ILLUMINATIONS WEEKEND
Departing Fri 10 Oct ‘25
This great-value break includes an evening drive to see the

LTI Coventry Observer...

RAIL & BRISTOL HARBOUR CRUISE

Departing Mon 8 Sep ‘25
We enjoy the Royal Mint Experience and go behind the scenes

with all the trimmings! We’ve picked one of the best spots
on the English Riviera for our festivities, to enjoy a merry
time with entertainment every night and a bar offer at our

dazzling Blackpool llluminations, as well as a visit to bustling
Fleetwood Market to grab some bargains. From strolls along
the beach to lovely views of an iconic landmark, Blackpool has
welcoming hotel. it all! of Cardiff.

SO MUCH INCLUDED... SO MUCH INCLUDED... SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Coventry ¢/ Return coach travel from Coventry ¢ Return coach travel from Coventry, Leamington Spa

¢/ 4 nights at the Riviera Hotel, Torquay (JG3 rating) with dinner 3 nights at the Bluewaters Hotel, Blackpool (JG2 rating) with dinner 4 nights at the Holiday Inn, Newport (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast (includes traditional ‘Christmas’ dinner) & breakfast & breakfast

v
¢/ 2 for 1 bar (7om-10pm) on selected drinks ¢/ Entertainment some evenings Heritage train journey on the Brecon Mountain Railway
¢/ Light entertainment some evenings ¢/ Blackpool llluminations Evening Drive Scenic drive through the Brecon Beacons National Park
v
v

to follow the journey of a coin, from blank to bank, and travel
through spectacular landscapes on one of the most popular
railway routes in Wales. We also visit the Welsh capital

v
v
v
¢/ Excursions to Dawlish, Teignmouth & Brixham Free time in Blackpool ¢/ Cruise around Bristol Harbour
Optional excursion to Exeter (£14pp) Excursion to Fleetwood Market v/ Excursions to the Royal Mint Experience & Cardiff
Optional excursion to Southport (£10pp) P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG
- Book by 08 Aug 2025

QGLVER

5 Days by Coach OVL% £279 4 Days by Coach au@ 5229 5 Days by Coach om@ £539 sRish
Single Supplement £80 Single Supplement £75 Single Supplement £125 sz/a;‘ns
Iﬁ'ﬂ;l?lﬂ

For more information, or to book, please call or visit us online at

03332 342 n justgohols

514 oo ose justgoholidays.com/OSG

apply.
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Compelling journey into the
depths of human suffering

4.48 Psychosis
RSC Other Place, Stratford

THE DISSECTION of mental
anguish, depression and suicide is
always going to be a tough watch,
but in this timely revival of Sarah
Kane’s millennial script it’s an expe-
rience as compelling as it is unset-
tling, as rewarding as it is upset-
ting.
Three

unnamed perform-

ers deliver thoughts, confessions
and insights as people suffering
the deepest of depressions, taking
turns to slip effortlessly between
patient and doctor. Their comments
and experiences are harrowing but
never sentimental.

With no clear narrative save the
steady, inexorable progression
toward the crushingly desperate
outcome, this is seventy minutes
of concentrated exploration of the
darkest parts of the human psy-
che.

In an interesting move the entire
cast and creative team from the
original production in 2000 have

been reunited to bring the piece
back to the stage.

Performers Jo Mclnnes,
Madeleine Potter and Daniel Evans
all give everything to this produc-
tion second time around. Physically
and emotionally this is a tour de
force for all three. From strung-out
to chillingly calm, from the bleak-
est depths to snatches of sparkling
gallows humour, there’s not a sin-
gle misplaced moment.

Director James Macdonald gath-
ers everything with commendable
crispness and focus.

Jeremy Herbert’s design acts as
almost a fourth member of the
cast. A stark stage with equally
uninviting table and chairs is, by
means of a stage-width angled mir-
ror, sent soaring as a background
too with those lying on the floor
now suspended in space right in
front of us.

Add in adventurous lighting,
spot video projections and surfaces
which get written on and we're
examining these people and their
personal hell from every conceiv-
able angle.

But it’s through the scope and
power of the words that we exam-
ine them most closely. In many
respects Kane’s work comes across
more like a poetry -collection.
Rhythmic, condensed, repetitious
and startling, these lines would
make a fine book. But the choice
of stage rather than page is what
makes this piece so persuasive.
It’s a visual poem, a verbal ballet
and packs all the greater punch for
being brief and uninterrupted.

Matthew Salisbury
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Artist busy putting
herself in the frame

AN  ARTIST from south
Warwickshire is wasting no time
making a name for herself.

Within a few months of graduat-
ing from Oxford University’s Ruskin
School of Art, 22 year-old Emily
Hoyle was offered a solo exhibition
at one of Oxford’s leading art galler-
ies - The North Wall - and is about
to have her work on show again in
the city, this time in an exhibition
of up-and-coming young artists at
Ronapainting gallery.

She sold a significant number
of her diverse collection of paint-
ings, drawings and sculptures dur-
ing The North Wall exhibition in
January, and has high hopes for
her Ronapainting Gallery exhibition,
which runs from May 2 to 24.

Emily, now working hard at her
studio in Kineton to complete new
work, told The Observer: “I'd been
wondering whether I could make
it in the contemporary art world,
as my work is very much rooted in
the classical style, then along came
these amazing opportunities.

“I firmly believe that creativity
alone is not enough to produce good
work. It has to be married with hard
work and discipline.”

Emily is influenced by her rural
surroundings and particularly hors-
es, which feature strongly in her
work. She learned to ride as a child
and her passion still remains evi-
dent.

Although her parents have a sci-

Artist Emily Hoyle in her Kineton studio. Picture by Marcus

Mingins 16256 MMR

entific background, Emily credits
her creative side to her aunt, who
is an artist, and grandmothers who,
she says, both enjoyed making beau-
tiful things.

Her own talent was spotted by her
teachers when she was just six.

And she credits inspirational art
teachers at Stratford Girls’ Grammar
School and KES for encouraging

her and giving her the confidence tc
apply to Oxford.

She added: “Producing art can be
very challenging, but I love it. Every
day is different and, so far, making
my way in the art world has been
very exciting.”

Visit www.emilyhoyle.com to view
and find out more about Emily’s
work.

)
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Get your finances in order with award-winning
independent financial advice in Leamington Spa.

Book a free retirement planning consultation

with one of our experts today!
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New jobs, homes and higher
wages in Mayor’s growth plan

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

A PLAN to reboot the region’s
economy, raise living standards,
and put an extra £8,600 back into
the pockets of working people
has been unveiled by the region’s
Mayor.

Richard Parker says the the West
Midlands Growth Plan will drive a
new era of prosperity in all parts of
the region by creating 100,000 good
jobs in fast-growing industries, get-
ting tens of thousands of residents
into work, improving public trans-
port, and building 120,000 homes.

The plan also sets out actions to
reduce poverty and deprivation and
make further progress towards net
Zero.

The Mayor also plans to grow the
region’s §77billion economy by more
than §£17billion — bringing higher
wages and better opportunities for
working people.

As part of the plan there will be
more support for business leaders
and entrepreneurs and backing for
workers in the everyday economy
such as teachers, bus drivers, shop
workers and carers.

Towns and cities and their high
streets are also set to be transformed
through a series of major investments
including §2. 4b11hon of improvements
to the region’s transport network.

The launch comes as the region yyest Midlands Mayor, Richard Parker, has launched the West Midlands Growth Plan.

prepares to host a global invest-
ment summit in partnership with
government later this year which
will set out investment opportunities
across the West Midlands and UK to
international business leaders and
investors.

The Mayor said: “We're the biggest
region outside London, with world-
class universities, global brands and
incredible talent. When the West
Midlands thrives, the whole country
benefits.

“My Growth Plan is about unlock-
ing opportunity for everyone, in
every place. It’s written with busi-
ness, backed by government and will
improve the lives of everyone.”

The Growth Plan will build on new
projects and funding secured by the
Mayor since he took office.

This includes hundreds of new
social homes, §2.4bn to improve
transport, more than $10m of sup-
port for local businesses, five million
free bus journeys ahead of bring-
ing the network back under public
control and a flagship Investment
Zone, offering tax breaks and other
benefits for companies.

The Mayor has also agreed a new
tram line to East Birmingham which
has proved pivotal in landing the
§3bn Sports Quarter regeneration
project by American financier and
Birmingham City FC co-owner Tom
‘Wagner.

Visit www.growth.wmca.org.uk/
to read the Mayor’s West Midlands
Growth Plan.

("AMIDLAND

Carpal tunnel
Trigger finger
Dupuytren's
Arthritis

Mr G Shyamalan
Trauma

Consultant Hand Surgeon

01827 892 952
www.midlandhandclinic.com

Midland Hand Clinic is a locally based private service
treating hand, wrist and elbow conditions.

We treat privately insured and self funding patients.

e Tendonitis

e Cubital tunnel
e Golfers elbow
e Tennis elbow

®
®

Is Hand Pain Holding You Back?

Whether it's the frustration of struggling with
buttons, the difficulty of opening jars, or the
sadness of not being able to plant bulbs in your
garden, it can be truly upsetting when pain and
discomfort affect your hands.

Many common hand conditions share similar
symptoms, but understanding the signs can help
you identify what might be going on. Can you spot
the symptoms of these common hand conditions?

Common Hand Conditions and Their Symptoms
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

Carpal tunnel occurs when a nerve in your wrist is
put under pressure. You might be at higher risk if

you have diabetes, are pregnant, or if your job or

hobbies involve repetitive hand movements.

Symptoms to look out for:

Pins and needles in the fingers, especially the
thumb, index, middle, and half of the ring
finger.

Numbness in the hand.

Muscle wasting in the thumb area (in more
severe cases).

Waking from sleep due to hand discomfort or
numbness.

Dupuytren's Disease

Dupuytren's disease involves a thickening of the
tissue in the palm, fingers, or thumbs, often
causing fingers to bend inwards towards the palm.
Risk factors include smoking, heavy alcohol
consumption, manual work, diabetes, and a family
history of the condition.

Symptoms to look out for:

A finger that has started to contract (bend
downwards) or a noticeable lump in the palm.

It most commonly affects the ring and little
finger, but can appear in any finger or even
the thumb.

Common Cause of a Palm Lump: Thumb
Arthritis

Thumb arthritis frequently affects the basal joint at
the base of the thumb. This can make everyday
small tasks, like doing up buttons, quite
challenging.

Symptoms to look out for:
Pain and stiffness at the base of the thumb.
A reduction in grip strength.

Clicking and cracking sounds in the joint with
movement.

Trigger Finger

Trigger finger happens when a tendon in the front
of your hand thickens and gets "caught," causing
your finger to lock in a bent position.

Symptoms to look out for:
A finger that locks down in a bent position.

A clicking sound or sensation when trying to
straighten the finger.

It can affect any finger, and sometimes the
thumb.

Pain that radiates up the arm from the
affected finger.

Why Choose Us? What Our Patients Say:

"An extremely nice man. Professional but very
pleasant and caring. He listened to me and took
the time to explain things and advise me. | felt
confident in the treatment offered and would have
no hesitation in consulting him again and would
recommend him to others".

"I have been treated by Mr Shyamalan before and
find him excellent. That is the main reason for
using the clinic".

"Genuinely caring surgeon, very happy with how |
was treated".

"I can only say 5 stars for Mr Shyamalan. Friendly,
kind and very easy to talk to. Very happy after
keyhole surgery to help my wrist problems. Highly
recommended".

Get In Touch - We Can Help

If you're experiencing any of the symptoms listed
above, and if hand pain is getting in the way of
your day-to-day life, please don't hesitate to get in
touch with us. We're here to help you understand
your condition and find the right solution to get
you back to doing the things you love.

www.midlandhandclinic.com
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The Jewellers of Warwick

Sell your gold in any condition

IMMEDIATE CASH OFFER

No appointment necessary

REPAIRS AND JEWELLERY VALUATIONS
From ring sizing and rhodiuming to replacing missing
stones, all work undertaken.

Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk
Tel: 01926 494 494 | Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk
2 High Street, Warwick CV34 4AP




PAGE 24

Simple tips
to help bring
wildlife into
your garden

A NEW campaign is urging those
with a love for gardening to cre-
ate a much-needed natural space
for native hedgehogs.

Aspart of ‘GoWILD for Hedgehogs’,
gardeners and householders are
being encouraged to create an area
for much-needed natural insect prey
and nesting materials for the prickly
creatures.

The drive, which begins this month,
is being led by the People’s Trust
for Endangered Species (PTES) and
The British Hedgehog Preservation
Society (BHPS).

The two prominent charities are
determined to protect hedgehogs due
to their population declining and
them being listed as ‘near threatened’
on the The International Union for
Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red
List.

Leaving a wild, undisturbed patch
in a garden and recording its location
online not only creates much needed
food and shelter, it also tells conser-
vationists at PTES and BHPS where
hedgehog havens are and where more
are needed.

On top of creating wild patches,
Hedgehog Street suggests that - to
go the extra mile - people should
plant wildflower seeds in autumn
(September to November) to further
attract pollinators and other insects
the following year.

This heavily benefits the near
threatened mammals as it provides
a crucial food source and habitat by
creating a thriving ecosystem.

Hedgehog Street would like to
share updates and helpful top tips,
such as how to maximise the nutri-
tional wild patches, what to look
out for and ways to help Hedgehogs
within season changes.

Grace Johnson, an officer of the
wild for Hedgehog Street said: “Wild
patches are a brilliant way to help
hedgehogs, they’re minimal effort
and cost.”

“By simply allowing an area to
grow a little wild and undisturbed,
you can help to create a diverse habi-
tat that’s perfect for hedgehogs and
other garden wildlife in the heart of
our villages, towns and cities.

“Instead of weeding and mowing,
sit back, relax and watch nature

People are being urged to ‘Go WILD for hedgehogs’ by creating

natural spaces in their gardens. Picture by Chri

pher Morgan.

Wild patches (INSET) will provide places for insécts hedgehogs
can use as food and habitats. Picture by Grag@ Johnson. s

thrive in your garden.”
Hedgehogs face many threats and
are in widespread decline.

According to the State of Britain’s
Hedgehogs 2022 report, published
by BHPS and PTES, rural popula-
tions have plummeted by between 30
to 75 per cent since 2000.

But, encouragingly, the report also
showed that populations in urban
areas may be starting to recover,
likely thanks to Hedgehog Street’s
130,000 volunteer Hedgehog
Champions.

The new ‘Go WILD for Hedgehogs’
campaign builds on this as gardens,
and especially wild patches, can offer
important refuges for hedgehogs and
can help reverse the decline that
this much-loved nocturnal species
is facing.

Extra ways to turn any garden into
a hedgehog haven include providing
compost heaps and log and leaf piles

er encourage natural inse
prey and offer places to nest, leaving
out shallow dishes of water, and/or
creating a wildlife pond with sloping
sides or an escape ramp.

‘Hedgehog highways’ are also
encouraged - this sees people cut
a 13cm x 13cm square hole into
fences on each side of their gar-
den to enable hedgehogs to roam
between green spaces in search of
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food, shelter and mates.

Those without a garden can still
help hedgehogs too - by contact-
ing local councils and developers to
highlight the importance of manag-
ing parks and public green spaces
for hedgehogs, call for new-build
sites to be hedgehog friendly and
raise awareness of the urgent need to
help hedgehogs by sharing PTES and
BHPS’ social media posts and talking
with friends, family, neighbours and
colleagues about ways they can help
hedgehogs.

And people can become a volun-
teer ‘spotter’ for PTES and BHPS’
National Hedgehog Monitoring
Programme, which can be done from
people’s own homes, is a great way
to help too.

Visit: hedgehogstreet.org/go-wild-
for-hedgehogs for more on the cam-
paign and to register a wild patch.

MAX
MEBILITY

CENTRE

BOOK YOUR MOBILITY SCOOTER
SERVICE WITH FREE BATTERY CHECK

NOW - CALL FOR DETAILS

COMPACT ('§
SCOOTER

* 4 MPH e Free Insurance*

BRAND NEW

* Easy To Transport * Breaks into 4 Parts

SAVE
oo £699.99 £300

BRAND NEW

s £499.99 £300

RISER

RECLINER ’

CHAIR |y =

Relax in total
comfort, helps -
to stand you up
from sitting and
raises your legs
to help with

circulation

SAVE

STAIR LIFTS

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Give your life a lift
Enjoy your home

-

« Safe and reliable
« Easy to use

* Remote control
* Swivel Seat

« Safety sensors

~._ FULLY FITTED
From
£1,699

NEW MOBILITY

If so you can use part of this allowance
to get A New Scooter or Powered

From as Little as £15 a week

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

SCOOTER

- FROM

£15
PER
WEEK

Do You
Receive The
Higher
Rate Mobility
Allowance?

Wheel Chair

Wheglchairs from £129.99 e Motorised Bath Lifts from £279.99 e Commodes from £59.99 e 3 Wheel Walkers from £69.99

02476 63044

CALL TO
BOOK YOUR
SCOOTER
SERVICE

Max Mobility Ltd, 7 Sherbourne Arcade,
Coventry, CV1 1DN (opposite Home Bargains)

www.maxmobili

tyltd.co.uk

Pictures for illustration = Prices with VAT Exemption
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#ALSLetsMe SR www.arnoldlodge.com

ARNOLD LODGE

4-18 yrs Co-educational Independent Day School

ALS Lets ME

ACHIEVE

What will your child be?

JOIN US AT OUR OPEN DAY  [ShiiD YEAR 7
ON SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER [Fhs¥:r> ASSESSMENT DAY
10:00AM - 1:00PM SiPol TUESDAY 7TH OCTOBER

Q> 01926 778050 A admissions@arnoldlodge.com
@ 15-17 Kenilworth Rd, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 5TW
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Gardening
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You’ve got everythmg covered

GROUND-COVER plants are
becoming increasingly popular
because they offer people a
simple, low-maintenance way
to make their garden look fuller
and healthier.

These plants grow close to the
ground, quickly covering bare soil
to help stop weeds, retain moisture,
and prevent erosion.

Whether a sunny slope or a shady
corner, groundcovers are perfect
for filling tricky spots where other
plants might struggle.

Julian Palphramand, British
Garden Centre’s head of plants,
said: “We're seeing more and more
gardeners turn to groundcover
plants because they do the hard
work for you.

“Whether you've got a tricky
patch under a tree, a sunny border,
or just want to cut down on weed-
ing, there’s a groundcover plant to
suit.”

British Garden Centres has put
together their top groundcover
plants that will thrive in your gar-
den.

Cranesbill geraniums -
Renowned for their resilience and
attractive foliage, these geraniums
are hardy and create dense mounds
of intricately veined leaves and
purple or white flowers in late
spring. They thrive at the front of
sunny borders and tolerate poor,
dry soils, making them a favour-
ite for low-maintenance gardeners

who want ground cover in their
gardens.

Erigeron - Commonly known
as Mexican fleabane, this peren-
nial has dainty white and pink daisy
like flowers blooming from May
to November. Erigeron is a low
maintenance ground cover option
for sunny spots, rockeries, and
wall crevices. Its spreading habit
ensures continuous colour and
attracts pollinators throughout the
summer, making gardens buzz with
beneficial insects.

Campanula - These bellflowers
offer cascades of blue or purple
blooms from June to September.
Their trailing habit makes them
ideal for walls, containers, and
shady corners, providing a pro-
fusion of flowers and softening
hard edges. Look for Campanula
portenschlagiana and Campanula
carpatica for groundcover.

Lily of the Valley - A clas-
sic choice for shady borders and
woodland gardens, lily of the valley
spreads quickly and produces fra-
grant, bell-shaped white flowers in
late spring. It thrives in moist soil
and is perfect for underplanting
and groundcover, particularly in
darker nooks of your garden.

Periwinkle - This evergreen
groundcover is prized for its rapid
growth and ability to thrive in dry

Cranesbill geraniums are renowned for their resilience and
attractive foliage. Picture by Pixabay

shade. With pretty blue or purple
flowers in spring and summer, peri-
winkle is ideal for challenging sites
where other plants struggle.

Heuchera - Heucheras are
grown for their colourful, ever-
green foliage, ranging from green
to deep purple. They form attrac-
tive clumps and make excellent
groundcover in shady areas or the
front of borders, with spikes of tiny
summer flowers that attract polli-

nators like bees and butterflies.

Bergenia - Fondly known as
‘Elephant’s Ears’, Bergenia's large,
shiny leaves and pink or purple
spring flowers make it a fantastic
choice for dense groundcover. It
tolerates both shade and drought,
providing year-round interest with
its evergreen foliage when other
plants have faded.

Heather - These evergreen, low-

growing shrubs flourish in acidic
soils and sunny locations. With
flowers ranging from white to
deep red, calluna heathers provide
colour from late summer through
winter and are beloved by pol-
linators, who will feast on this
popular ground cover plant. Plant
with other heathers, such as erica
and daboecia, to have flowers and
cover all year round.

Lavender - Lavender is a great
ground cover plant because it
spreads out to form a low, fragrant
mat of purple flowers that bright-
en up garden beds and borders.
It thrives in sunny, well drained
soil and is drought tolerant once
established, making it easy to care
for. Lavender also naturally repels
pests like aphids, so it helps pro-
tect nearby plants while keeping
weeds down. Known for its calm-
ing scent, its flowers attract bees
and butterflies, supporting pol-
linators in your garden.

Aubrieta - Aubrieta is a great
groundcover for beginners
because it's easy to grow and
spreads quickly, creating a lovely
carpet of purple and blue flowers
in spring. It likes sunny spots and
well-drained soil, and once it is set-
tled, it does not need much care.
A massive plus is it helps keep
weeds down and adds a splash of
colour to gardens, rockeries, or
walls without much fuss.

JOFHNSONS

01564
510 307

Whether you're dreaming of a relaxing UK getaway or a fun filled day out, our brand new Holiday and Day
Trips brochures are packed with inspiring ideas for every traveller.

Request your copy today or view it online aft:

www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk

e Comfortable, luxury coach travel e Hand-picked destinations across the UK & Europe
e Friendly, knowledgeable drivers & couriers e Quality hotels & great value inclusions
e Exciting excursions and itineraries e Trusted for over 115 years of fravel excellence

or scan the QR code.

As we always like to say... Travel with Johnsons - Travel with Friends!
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SUMMER SALE

IS NOW ON AT

@@DU\?A@ZNME‘@

GODIVA -

CARPETS & FLOORING

\

presenting
The Finest Midland's Flooring Show
Your Wishes Granted - Your Hopes Realised
Your Dreams Can Come true

«GODIVA CARPETS

Where you can afford a new carpet without breaking
the Bank

LOW, LOW PRICES - GREAT, GREAT SERVICE

Flooring options from Sumptuous Top Quality, to Cheap
and Cheerful

DISCOUNTED PRICES to suit every pocket
and every budget

\\

Buying quality and affordable Carpets couldn't be easier - and
Don't Worry, the Team at Godiva Carpets will make it even
easier for you, to find your perfect carpet or flooring options

* Top Quality Wilton Royal to Branded Room

Sized Remnants to clear and ready to go
(No reasonable offer refused)

* Landlord Deals from only £24

GODIVA CARPETS LTD, ARGYLE HOUSE, COLLINGWOOD ROAD,
EARLSDON, COVENTRY CV5 6HW

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE WWW.GODIVACARPETS.CO.UK

Carpet Solut:

Brlntons cavALiER IEelle) ABINGDON [ \u]ster" STAINFREE

AND MANY MORE LEADING BRANDS
GODIVA CARPETS (ouse

A family business trading since 1953
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
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ACROSS DOWN

° |

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

4. Allure (7) 1. Disrobe (7)
EASY 8. Required (6) 2. Marine bird (7)
B 8 914 9. Projectile (7) 3. Dread (6)
7 34 5 10. Look at (6) 5. Dusk (8)
6 3 8 11. Really (6) 6. Dwell (6)
916 7 5 12. Stimulating (8) 7. Visitor (6)
~ 619 ] 18. Left to choice (8) 13. Solitary (8)
20. Drive forward (6) 14. Increase (7)
S 2 7|6 21. Wrench (6) 15. Slim (7)
7 6 2 5 22. Broadcast (7) 16. Decorated (6)
81913 7 23. Accent (6) 17. EIf (6)
6|4 1 89 24. Relies (7) 19. Communicate (6)
HARD
4 rd
7 6193
917
7 3|1
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
3 1 8 6 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
4386 gives a fruit;
68 3 TORN 837162576 gives a second fruit;
118 Ripped 679686 gives an Ethiopian root vegetable.
8 5 9 2 Tender 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9
9 4 Organise
Smoke residue CODEWORD
PATH FI N DER 0 . This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
enin ith th ber al ting th letter. F le, if 8 t t
e ————— s e
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each SLIT words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Actors who appeared in ‘Extras’

@ILLTORNDOWDALI
I TSENALAOBIENCF
CKNRRHCLBDIEIDF
GYEBOSRODAVLRAE
ERVSKSEOMRBRAMRHC
WEAIEMMNETISIEN
ITSENPVPHINELLJ
NAKJONIETACKANDO
STLEINONSNMHTHL
LEESAMSWNSOAASE
LEUDILLIUSRNNUJY
LIJMENTSHACLTOEN
CAASNRAWEVIGKLS
KNPSICKEONKNIIE
SOATRISTWEARLPN

Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

one 9-letter word to be found.

A|lL
A A

N

How you rate
6 words: average
9 words: good

12 words: very good
15 or more: excellent.

14 10

ol
N
i A

il
i

. i
ul il
D
il il

| 3 &
.
i

i i @ |
A N A

s & & &
N

11 24 25 |14 25 25 1

Hilnad &8 @ @

3 4 5

1 2
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

N<XS<C-HWVWHOTVOZErX-—>yIOTMmMUNA®m>




The Observer, Friday July 25, 2025

ACROSS

1
8

9

See 11 Across

Citizen of the West African republic with capital
Accra (8)

Mounted bullfighter with a lance (7)
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS
a5

10 Historical period (3)
11 &1 Across  Author whose books include Smiley's “edw| 6| ‘23uds /| ‘B1euiQ 9| Japuals G| ‘abiejul p|
People (4,2,5) ‘pale|os| €1 13][e) £ ‘apisay 9 yBIImL G Houd] € ‘uinbudg  ‘ssaipup | :umoq
14 Philosopher of a school founded by Zeno (5) 5 'SPUSdSG‘VZ -'9"5018‘ EZéalE‘!P'?l‘i [44 fU!EJd’S 1z .'|adm,d OZfIEUOE_ldO 8l
15 A heathcock or moorfowl (6) ‘Burling z| ‘paspu | | ‘piebay 0| ‘3[ISSIA 6 ‘PAPISN 8 PRI P 1SSODY
16 "...both...are subdued, And neither party --" piomssoi)
el s & “uasuaf A3jysy ‘uorbupy|id SIN3IQVYD
18 &7Down  Fawlty Towers actor (6,5) \ ’ p B o
: J4_Y| “UIMQ AAI|D 'SSOY URYIRUO[ ‘UB|[BYDIA UB| ‘UHE SHYD
20  Surname of the dramatist famous for Trelawny ‘ayjippeY 9IUQ ‘BIMOg IAe( 'W00]g OPUEMQ MueyIalN Uaydals JSUIN
of the Wells (6) "UOSWIBI[|IM UNBYS UeMB]S YDL3ed ‘UOSYIe[ T [aNWES ‘siuudq S37
22 From sunset to sunrise (5) “J3|SUIM 31 ‘SaUOf d1uUIA ‘dwiay sy “9]|1S uag ‘stensan Apry FHINVIVAY
24 Migratory winged insect (6) IopuLne, 23UMDIO
27  Prefix meaning English (5) T Pultped  [234MpIom
29, Widely used metal () '§=€7 D=TT d=1T 'W=0T HS;(?IZ/\’;‘\;gf g;ﬁ
30 l;/lljlss :rc:irga(r;,)anress who starred in the film ,'ng,l 'Z='S L '(]‘=Vl "n=s L y :Z'l '9=, L ,=0L -
31 Rerfor white wine of Tuscany (7) 1=6 'V=8 A=L 'N=9 1=5 'X=v T=€ D=0 I=| 'J00S ‘H0S ‘2106 ‘310] ‘uI0]
32 One of the nine Muses (8) piomapo) 1appe]
33 Mack ---, producer and director associated with
the Keystone Pictures Studio (7) €|s|9fZ|8|V|L|c 6 6|8/€|L|2|¥]|9|G]|C
L|Z|c|€|9]|6]G|8|F v|9(4]|S5|2|€|6[8]|!}
DOWN vi6 8|l Glefels]9 Glilzlolsl6|riLiE
1 Beautiful stone of calcite and other 6 Musical instrument (5) 21 Name of a symphony by c|v|2|6/€|S]|8|9} 9||6]|c| LS8 €Y
minerals (5,6) 7 See 18Across Mendelssohn (7) 6/9/G|8|v|L]|e|€|L L V|8]€|6|9]|S|c|L
2 Cocoa and chocolate are made from 12 The snow leopard (5) In Greek myth, the three goddesses of 8lL|€|C|L]|9]|¥|6]G €|l2|G|8 |/ V|L|L|9]6
this tree's seeds (5) 13 Astudent of the nervous system (11) beauty and charm (6 9/8|V|S|c|L]|6]|}|€ 8|6|H|L]|S|2|€|V|9
3 Alittle root (7) 17 Second husband of Catherine of ty' ) SlE|6]9]}|8]|L|V|C C|G|9|V|€|H]|L]|6|8
4 Herons of several species (6) France, widow of Henry V (4,5) 25 Mountain nymph in Greek legend (5) L|2|L]|V[6]€]19]/G/8 L|E|V]|6[/9]/8]|2|}]|S
5 Short separate item of news or 19 Athenian archon, establisher of a 26 Colloquially, a pawnbroker (5) pieH fse3
comment in a newspaper (9) severe code of laws (5) 28  Sprite or goblin of Arabian tales (5) nyopns
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Classified

Rugby Borough Coundil
Town and Country Planning Act 1990

(as amended)
Application Number R25/0511
BEECHCROFT, 5, THE ELMS PADDOCK, CLIFTON UPON DUNSMORE, RUGBY,
Cv23 0TD
Single storey rear extension, single storey side extension, first floor front extension and garage conversion.
This development may affect a Conservation Area
Application Number R25/0549
PARCEL E (MILLER HOMES) HOULTON (RUGBY RADIO STATION), KEY PHASE 4, WATLING STREET, RUGBY,
CV23 0AS
Erection of 216 and d works and including access roads, parking and garages (application for
approval of reserved matters relating to access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale pursuant to outline planning permission
R17/0022
This is a major development
Application Number R25/0598
PARK FARM HOUSE, PARK FARM, SPRING ROAD, BARNACLE, COVENTRY, CV7 9LG
Listed building consent for proposed Internal alterations and structural repairs
This development may affect a Listed Building. This development may affect a Public Right of Way
Application Number R25/0603
COTON HOUSE, LEICESTER ROAD, CHURCHOVER, RUGBY, CV23 0UT
Retrospective application for the change of use of section of parkland to residential curtilage.
This development may affect a Listed Building
Application Number R25/0604
COTON HOUSE, LEICESTER ROAD, CHURCHOVER, RUGBY CV23 0UT
Retention of greenhouse, fountain and sunken pond with levelling and
This development may affect a Listed Building
Application Number R25/0605
COTON HOUSE, LEICESTER ROAD, CHURCHOVER, RUGBY, CV23 0UT
Retention of orangery and raised platform (retrospective).
This development may affect a Listed Building
Application Number R25/0606
COTON HOUSE, LEICESTER ROAD, CHURCHOVER, RUGBY, CV23 0UT
Listed Building consent for the retention of orangery and raised platform
This development may affect a Listed Building

. (Retrospective)

Members of the public may inspect copies of the application, the plans and documents submitted with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way, Rugby CV21 2RR between the hours of
9.00 am and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday until 15 August 2025. Please note a planning officer would not be present.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR PLAI P ON ACCOI D BY AN ENVIRONMENTAL
STATEMENT

Application Number R25/0407

LAND TO THE NORTH EAST OF CAWSTON LANE AND LAND EAST OF ALWYN ROAD, CAWSTON LANE,
DUNCHURCH

An outline appli for phased r of up to 800 homes (Use Class C3) as well as drainage, landscaping,
oopen space, and associated infrastructure with all matters reserved.

This development may affect a Listed Building. This development may affect a Public Right of Way. This is a major
development

This i ied by an Envir | which can be viewed in electronic form at Town Hall,
Evreux Way, Rugby CV21 2RR for 30 days. Members of the public may obtain copies of the Environmental Statement (ES) from
RPS Consulting Services Ltd, 0121 622 8520, kasir.ijaz@rps.tetratech.com , RPS, 4th Floor, | Newhall Street B3 3NH. Hard copy/|
of all volumes - £1200.00, Non-Technical Summary (Volume I) - £50.00; ES report (Volume Il) - £500; Technical Appendices -
£300; electronic copies on CD - £10.00.

Please make any representation within 30 days of this notice to the Town Hall address above, online or via email to swr-
taylorwimpey@rugby.gov.uk. Please ensure your full postal address is included.

Application Number R25/0487

LAND SOUTH WEST OF CAWS‘I'ON LANE, DUNCHURCH

Outline Planning A i of up to 470 dwellings, associated vehicular access points to Cawston
Lane, pedestrian/cycle access points, parking, landscaping, drainage features, open space, children's play area and associated
infrastructure. Demolition of all existing buildings. (All matters reserved except for access).

This development may affect a Listed Building. This development may affect a Public Right of Way. This is a major
develapment

This i ied by an Envir | S which can be viewed in electronic form at Town Hall,
Evreux Way, Rugby, CV21 2RR for 30 days. Members of the public may obtain copies of the Environmental Statement (ES) from
Marrons, Bridgeway House, Bridgeway, Stratford upon Avon, CV37 6YX, Tel: 01789 416 400. Hard copies of Non-Technical
Summary — free, hard copies of the full ES - £500, main ES statement - £250 for the Main Statement, electronic copies on CD -
£5.

Please make any representation within 30 days of this notice to the Town Hall address above, online or via email to swr-
catesby@rugby.gov.uk. Please ensure your full postal address is included.

Application Number R25/0491

LAND EAST AND WEST OF CAWSTON LANE, NORTH OF COVENTRY ROAD AND LAND EAST OF ALWYN
ROAD, CAWSTON LANE

Outline application for up to 1,600 residential dwellings; a 2 form entry Primary School; a 6 form entry Secondary School and
Community Sports Hub including floodlit outdoor sports & changing/social/indoor fitness facilities; healthcare facilities; a mixed
use centre containing residential dwellings, supported living facility, up to 11,200sqm of community and commercial d

PUBLIC NOTICES
[ ————a

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Mavi Logistic Limited of 165 Woodway Lane,
Coventry, CV2 2EH is applying to change an
existing licence as follows to add | goods
vehicles and | trailers at the operating centre at
| Oban Road, Coventry, CV6 6HH

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their
reasons, within 2| days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy
of their representations to the applicant at the
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide
to Making Representations is available from the
Traffic Commissioner’s office.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A NEW
PREMISES LICENCE UNDER THE
LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice is hereby given that Ka Wai Wong & Hoi
Ting Siu has applied to Coventry City Council for'
a new premises license for Croffle Bank, 13
High Street, Coventry, West Midlands,

CVI5SRE

Details of Application: Recorded Music
(Indoors): 11:00 — 21:00 (7 days a week).
Supply of Alcohol (On and Off Sales): 11:00 -
21:00 (7 days a week)

Any person wishing to lodge a representation
concerning this application may write to: Licensing
Authority, The Council House, Earl Street
Coventry CVI 5RR

Or send an email to: licensing@coventry.gov.uk.

The application may be viewed during normal
office hours at the above address and further
information may be available at
www.coventry.gov.uk on the public register.

Any Representation relating to this application
must be made in writing to the Licensing
Authority by 07/08/2025

Please note it is an offence to knowingly or
recklessly to make a false statement in connection
with an application. The maximum fine on
summary conviction for this offence is Unlimited

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Listers Group Limited of Othello House,
Banbury  Road, Stratford-upon-Avon,
Warwickshire, CV37 7GY is applying to change|
an existing licence as follows: To keep an extra 6
goods vehicles and 3 trailers at the operating|
centre at: Lawford Heath Industrial Estate,
Lawford Heath lane, Rugby, CV23 9EU

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that|
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
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PUBLIC NOTICES
[

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

PIT HILL, BUBBENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to install new water
hydrant.

Order Commences: 29 July 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 31 July 2025.

Access & Diversion: Pit Hill, Ryton Road, Spring Hill
and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

WIXFORD ROAD, EXHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable new water connection
works.

Order Commences: 28 July 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 30 July 2025.

Access & Diversion: Grafton Road, Wixford Road,
Bidford Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Go TM Ltd, Tel: 07880 034 087.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
TEMPORARY CLOSURE & NO WAITING NO STOPPING
RESTRICTIONS AT A444 JIMMY HILL WAY,
COVENTRY (MATCHES AT COVENTRY BUILDING
SOCIETY ARENA)

Warwickshire County Council propose to make a
Temporary Traffic Order, the effect of which will be
to close the A444 Jimmy Hill Way, Coventry, to
vehicular traffic, between the County Boundary with
Coventry and its roundabout junction with M6
Junction 3, and to impose no waiting and no
stopping restrictions thereupon.

The temporary restrictions are required in the
interests of public safety due to anticipated large
crowds exiting matches at the nearby Coventry
Building Society Arena, and to assist with facilitating
safe pedestrian egress therefrom.

The Order will commence on 9 August 2025 and will
end on 31 July 2026. However, it is anticipated that
the temporary restrictions will only be in operation
during those dates described in the Schedule below
and may be subject to change in the event match
dates are rescheduled.

An alternative route will be available for vehicular
traffic via Pickards Way, Longford Road, Coventry
Road, School Lane, Church Lane, Vicarage Lane, Ash
Green Lane, Wheelwright Lane, Holbrook Lane,
Holbrook Way, Jimmy Hill Way and vice versa.
Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times
and exemptions will be applied for the emergency
services.

The Contractors dealing with this matter on behalf
of Coventry Building Society Arena are APCOA

which could include retail, office, food and drink, nursery/creche, community/public hall and sui generis uses such as drinking
establishments and take aways. Supporting development including open space, play areas, public realm, vehicle parking, cycle
parking, a mobility hub, landscaping, drainage (all matters reserved except for access).

Full application for part of the Sustainable Transport Link between Homestead Link Road and land to the west; new estate road
from the Community Spine Road to land to the north; associated landscaping and drainage.

Demolition of parts of Cherry Tree Farm, Windmill Farm and Dunkleys Farm. Change of use of the retained buildings at
Dunkleys Farm and Windmill Farm to commercial and community uses listed (included within the 11,200 sqm) as flexible uses
under Class V of the GDPO.

This development may affect a Listed Building. This development may affect a Public Right of Way. This is a major
development.

This application is by an Envir | which can be viewed in electronic form at Town Hall, Evreux
Way, Rugby, CV21 2RR for 30 days Members of the public may obtam a paper copy of the Environmental Statement from the
om

applicant for £1,000 by laire.vanD

Please make any representation within 30 days of this notice to the Town Hall address above, online or via email to swr-
homesengland@rugby.gov.uk. Please ensure your full postal address is included.

to discuss the

If you wish to make an please contact the case officer.

Any person who wishes to make repr to the above d Council about the applications should make them
online - www.planningportal.rugby.co.uk (search for application number and select comment) - or in writing by that date to The
Chief Officer Growth and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV2| 2RR.

If an application is determined by the Planning Committee, members of the public may have the opportunity to speak at the
meeting. More details about public speaking are available from the Council or on-line at: www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial applications, in the event of an appeal against a refusal of planning permission, dealt with
on the basis of representations in writing, any representations made will be sent to the Secretary of State, and there will be no
further opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.

Nicola Smith

Chief Officer — Growth and Investment MRTPI

Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their|
reasons, within 2| days of this notice. (contact number: 07970 201399). To report any
Representors must at the same time send a copy| problems with these temporary restrictions please
of their repr ions to the i at the p 5.
et address given at the top of this notice. A Guide to SCHEDULE
s mgov ::}ngovernmen(/putlrsl|ca§|voarilsa/zlzu|da;-: * 9 August 2025 *29 December 2025
to-making-representations-objections-and- ® 12August 2025 ® 17 January 2026
complaints-goods-vehicle-operator-licensing * 23 August 2025 20 January 2026
13 2025 e 7 February 2026
® 27 September 2025 e 14 February 2026
MTICES « 18 October 2025 « 28 February 2026
25 October 2025 © 11 March 2026
© 4 November 2025 * 14 March 2026
Rugby Borough Council . o 3Apri
....... 22 November 2025 3 April 2026
RUGBY Townand Country Planning * 29 November 2025 = 11April 2026
Act: 1990 (as amended) « 13December 2025« 21 April 2026
o ; « 26 December 2025 25 April 2026
anning Appeals S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,
Application Number R25/0226 - Planning Planning & Governance,

Appeal - APP/E3715/W/25/3368190

Footpath Outside 28-31, High Street, Rugby
Installation of INo. BT Street Hub Unit and
associated advertisement panels on either side of
the unit

Application Number R25/0229 - Planning
Appeal - APP/E3715/H/25/3368191
Footpath Outside 28-31, High Street, Rugby
Advertisement consent for 2no. digital 75-inch
LCD display screens, one on each side of the
Street Hub unit.

Appeal documents are available online at
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk

Shire Hall, Warwick cv34 4RL Date 25 July 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

MARY WILLIAMS (Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of Eric Willams House
Brookside Avenue Cove
AP, who died on 25/06/2025, are
requwred o send writen partculars

before 26/09/2025, after which date
the Estate wil be distributed having
regard only to the claims and interests
o!wmchmwhavehadn ice.
Angels Solicitors

117119 New Un\on Stest
Coventry V1

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

WILLIAM GEORGE BYRNE
(Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any

persons having a cim agaurm oran
Interestn the Estate of the

Iate of 35 Bohwn Stret, Cwermy [\

, United Kingdom, , who died on

, arereqired to send writen

partculars theref to the undersigned on

0rbefore 26/0/2025, afterwhich detethe:

e vl b Gsued Heing regard

only to the cims and inerests of which

Tofe.
%m Ryan of Band Hatton Buton
LLP, Earksdon Park, 53-55 Butts Roa,
Coventry, West Midiands CV1 384

THELMA ELIZABETH FOSTER
(Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interestinthe Estate of the above named,
late of 112 Silverdale Close Coventry,
V2 1PY, who died on 13/07/2025, are
required o send writien pamculars
thereof to the undersigned on or before
2600972025, after which date the Estate
vill e cistriuted hxing regard only to
the claims and interests of which they
have had notice.

Angels Solicitors LLP,
Angels Solicitors LLP 117-1 119 New
Union Street Coventry CV1 2\

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

ROBERT PURSE
(Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee
Act 1925 any persons
having a claim against or

of 11 Brook Street, Fenny

Compton, Sol
CV47 2YH who died on
25 are required
send written
pamculars thereof to the
undersigned on or before
25/09/2025, after which
date the Estate will be
distributed having regard
only to the claims and
interests of which they
have had notice.
Robert Gerrard-Purse,
The London Gazette
(51441), PO Box 3584,
Norwich NR7 7WD

VICTOR CHARLES WAITE
(Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of 8 Prospect Road,
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire,
(V31 2BY, who died on 26/05/2024,
are requied to send written
patticulars  thereof to  the
undersigned on  or before
26/09/2025, after which date the
Estate wil be distributed having
regard only fo the claims and
interests of which they have had

notice.
Kathleen Ryan of Band Hation
Bution LLP,

Earlsdon Park 555 Buts Road,
Coventry, West Midiands C1 3BH

PUBLIC NOTIGES

All your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the following Temporary Traffic
Orders:
ABBEY STREET, RUGBY
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works to repair/replace defective manhole frame
and covers.
Order Commences: 1 August 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 1 August 2025.
Access & Diversion: Cambridge Street, Clifton Road, South Street, Abbey Street
and vice versa.
Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918 298 599.
D22740 HILL ROAD, GRANDBOROUGH
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from Main Street to A426.
Reason for Order: Tree removal and drainage works, 08.00hrs-17.00hrs.
Order Commences: 28 July 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 30 July 2025.
Access & Diversion: A426, Flecknoe Road, Broadwell Road, Flecknoe Station
Road, Sawbridge Road, Willoughby Road, Grandborough Road, Sawbridge Road,
Main Station and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
DRAYCOTE ROAD, DRAYCOTE
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from Main Street to Glebe Farm Road.
Reason for Order: To enable meter renewal works.
Order Commences: 31 July 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 1 August 2025.
Access & Diversion: Draycote Road, Main Street, Straight Mile and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

FLECKNOE ROAD, LEAMINGTON HASTINGS
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works on the water network.
Order Commences: 31 July 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 1 August 2025.
Access & Diversion: Hayway Lane, Main Street, Hospital Lane, Southam Road
and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.
T STREET ET, LONG LAWFORD
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Access to telegraph pole(s) to provide fibre overhead cabling
for customer supply.
Order Commences: 1 August 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 1 August 2025.
Access & Diversion: Main Street, Cross Street, Chapel Street, Railway Street
and vice versa.
Contractor: Sunbelt Rentals Ltd, Tel: 03700 500 792.

Warwickshire County Council to make the i y
Traffic Orders:

EYER CL!
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from its junction with Cornwallis
Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works, 08.00hrs-
16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 14 August 2025 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 14 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

D22940 SCHOOL HILL, FLECKNOE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from Flecknoe Village Road to
Church Hill.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works, 09.30hrs-
13.00hrs.

Order Commences: 12 August 2025 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 12 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: Flecknoe Village Road, Church Hill and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

EDYVEAN CLOSE, OVERSLADE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

Order Commences: 15 August 2025 for up to 18 months

Anticipated Completion: 16 August 2025

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: M J Quinn, Tel:01543 547 118.

GORSE CLOSE, OVERSLADE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To safely enable works to lay duct.

Order Commences: 13 August 2025 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Core Highways, Tel: 03300 169 688.

GRASMERE CLOSE, BROWNSOVER, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to renew water mains in the carriageway and footway.
Order Commences: 11 August 2025 for up to 18 months.

5 2025.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Chevron Traffic Tel: 03301 744 388.

MILL ROAD, BUTLERS LEAP, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to remove vegetation from railway bridge, closed
22.00hrs-06.00hrs.

Order Commences: 11 August 2025 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 16 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: Mill Road, Butlers Leap, Clifton Road, Whitehall Road,
Murray Road and vice versa.

Contractor: QTS Group, Tel: 03300 433 030.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress from
properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details of our
current & planned roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

Date 25 July 2025
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

MODEL VILLAGE, LONG ITCHINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to connect to electricity
supply.

Order Commences: 28 July 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 31 July 2025.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 08081 642 252.
WULFSTAN DRIVE, LONG ITCHINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to repair small water pipe.
Order Commences: 30 July 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 1 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

County Council
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
A423 SOUTHAM BYPASS, SOUTHAM

Order Effect: The layby on the southbound
carriageway of the A423 Southam Bypass, Southam,
situated 100 metres before the Galanos

to make

SALES & WANTS

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

MARVEL / DC Lego
models £250 9cost
over £500 willingly
sell separately
07319147987

4 leather tan leather
armchairs ' W100c-
mD100cmH70cm
existing labels £75
each ono must been
seen 01564 770633

DOUBLE Buggie,
Reasonable
condition £ 25
079022 92926

will be closed to vehicular traffic. In addition, a 40mph
speed restriction will be imposed between Galanos
Roundabout and the current 30mph speed limit at
the Daventry Roundabout.

Reason for Order: To avoid the likelihood of danger
to road users and to the contractors engaged in
works in connection with the new Aldi Store.

Order Commences: 11 August 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 December 2025.
Contractor: Fitzgerald Contractors Ltd, Tel: 01213
260 402.

BASCOTE ROAD, BASCOTE HEATH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between its junction with Welsh Rd West to a point
opposite to The Fox and Hen Public House.

Reason for Order: To enable stop tap renewal
works.

Order Commences: 12 August 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 August 2025.

Access & Diversion: Welsh Road, Fosse Way,
Southam Road, Ufton Hill, Bascote Road and
vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access
will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning &
Governance, Shire Hall,
Warwick CV34 4RL

Date 25 July 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

APPLICATION FOR A NEW LICENCE
LICENSING ACT 2003
NOTICE is hereby given that we, New Vision Events
Ltd have applied on 2Ist July 2025 to Rugby Borough
Council in respect of the premises known as
Coombe Abbey (pan of), Brinklow Road, Binley,
Nr Coventry. CV3 2Al
for a PREMISES LICENCE to provide the following
licensable activities:
FILMS, PLAYS, LIVE MUSIC, RECORDED MUSIC, ,
ANYTHING SIMILAR TO THE ABOVE, SALE OF
ALCOHOL (CONSUMPTION ON PREMISES),between
the hours of 12:00 &23:00 for two event weekends
(being a) Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday a year
between the months of April to October
Further information concerning the application can be
viewed by accessing the Licensing Act 2003 Electronic
public register at: www.licensing@rugby.gov.uk
Any person, who wishes to make a representation,
must do so in writing, preferably by email co
ugby.gov.uk or by post to
Rugby Borough Council, FAO Public Health and
Licensing Team, Town Hall, Evreux Way, Rugby CV2I
2RR

Representations must be made in writing to the above
address by 23.59 hours on |18th August 2025

It is an offence, under section 158 of the licensing act
2003, to make a false statement in or in connection
with this application. Those who make a false statement
may be liable on summary conviction to a fine of any
amount.

NEXT ladies crop
jeans, size 12, brand
new £15 07813 706
158 (Shirley area)

DYNASTY Season
One dvd box set,
mint condition
£12 07813 706 158

Shirley area)

MISCELLANEOUS
—

DYNASTY Season
One dvd box set,
mint condition
£12 07813 706 158
(Shirley area)

MANCHESTER
United red cap, size
small / medium,
brand new £10 07813
706 158  (Shirley
area

HARRY Potter
figurine, new in box
£10 07813 706 158
Shirley area

CARAVAN  Aquaroll
with handle, 40 litres,
good condition £30
07813 706 158
Shirley area)

SIX Oak  Dining
Chairs (black seats)

MISCELLANEOUS
—

REGATTA Great
Outdoors Hydrafort
navy ladies
waterproof  jacket,
Mesh lining. New.
Size 12. £14. Tel.
0121 430 3880

4 x black lantern
lighting kit  with
bulbs for garden and
patio, new in box
£25 07813 706 158
Shirley area)

GEORGE and
Mildred  complete
tv series dvd box set
£25 07813 706 158
Shirley arca)

LADIES New Look
green lace-up
pumps, size 8 / 41,
brand new £8 07813

Good Condition £50 706 158  (Shirley
ono 07879015716 area)

WANTED

——

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes

Vintage or New **
Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

Check out our

E-Editions!

www.coventryobserver.co.uk/editions
www.rugbyobserver.co.uk/editions
www.leamingtonobserver.co.uk/editions

The same paper yo

on your mobile, tablet and computer
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CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING

GARDENING
SERVICES

STUART'S GARDENING SERVICES

Landscaping & Tree Surgery
Fencing, Slabbing, Turfing, Block Paving, Bases,
Mowing, Deckln , Roofing and Guttering.
gger/Dumper .
‘ Fully Insurad F{egls!ered carrier of waste. Pl
FREE ESTIMATES

02476 305992 + 07813 790889
01788 211064

wwwstuarts-gardening-services.yolasite.

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
[————

HANDY MAN

If you’re looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing * Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens
* Bathrooms ¢ Carpentry * Flat pack
furniture
* Tiling * Painting

02476 443 996
07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE
KITCHENS
——

S.W
INSTALLATIONS




CRS LTD

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 |AT
ATF's are the ONLY legal way to scrap your vehicles

BUYERS
of all SCRAP Metals and SCRAP Vehicles
The ONLY authorised treatment facility in Malvern!
Best Prices Paid * Collection & Skip Drops Farm
Equipment, Copper, Brass etc. * 50 Ton Weigh Bridge
1D REQUIRED - 01684 578081

www.crs-malvern.co.uk 6% '

Observer

SPORT
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Church Green East, Reddic

7204012800

p Ltd. Webb
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uest. Newspcpev House, Osney
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VINYL RECORDS WANTED
Buying since 1978
Get your cash TODAY!
[ will come to you

Phone PAUL

01527 893992 | 07765 142354

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE ARE

www.rugbyobserver.co.uk

Valley and Borough
to meet on final day

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: BOTH Rugby Town
and Rugby Borough have dis-
covered their fixtures for the
2025/26 Northern Premier League
Midlands season.

The Northern Premier League have
released the fixtures for the 2025/26
season across their respective divi-
sions.

And Valley will start the campaign
with a home game against Carlton
Town on Saturday, August 9.

Newly-promoted Borough will
begin life at Step Four with a trip to
Boldmere St Michaels on the same
day.

Valley play local rivals Racing Club

Warwick back-to-back in league and
cup at the start of September.

Town host the Racers in the FA
Trophy (September 6) and then travel
to Townsend Meadow in the league
(September 13).

And Valley welcome rivals Coventry
Sphinx to Butlin Road the following
month (October 18).

Valley make the trip to Bedworth
United (November 22) in another
derby clash.

The first Rugby derby of the season
takes place the following weekend
with Borough to visit Butlin Road
(November 29).

And Valley then host Warwick in
the return league fixture (December
6) which also marks the club’s final
home game of the year.

Borough travel to local rivals
Coventry Sphinx on Boxing Day

(December 26) in their final game of
the year.

And Valley host Mickleover on
Boxing Day which also marks the
club’s final fixture of 2025.

Borough face another derby clash
against Racing Club Warwick on New
Year’s Day (January 1) in their first
game of 2026

Valley travel to Shepshed Dynamo
on New Year’s Day in their first game
of the New Year.

And Valley travel to Coventry in the
return fixture the following month
(February 21).

Valley host Bedworth in the return
fixture in their final home game of the
season (April 18).

And the season will end with a mouth-
watering derby clash as Borough host
Valley on the final day of the cam-
paign at Kilsby Lane (April 25).

Another national
title for O’Connor

Rob/O’Connor on top ofxthe podium in Bath
afterawinning another national title. s

CYCLING: ROB O’Connor
claimed his second national
title of the season with vic-
tory in the British Cycling
National Masters Circuit
Championships.

The Rugby cyclist tri-
umphed in the 65 to
69- yea: -old age group in
Bath.

Cychsts from across the
United Kingdom - from
Scotland to Penzance - bat-
tled it out on a tricky cir-
cuit.

Dorset-basedrider Robert

Cranstone attempted a late
attack with five laps left.

However, O’Connor and
Wigan-based rider Roy
Homes managed to reel in
Cranstone.

With three laps to go,
O’Connor and three other
riders sat 20 seconds clear
of the bunch.

O’Connor went into the
last corner in the lead and
remained ahead after the
final 350m sprint to take
the coveted red, white and
blue jersey and gold medal.

CASHBROKERS

LEAMINGTON SPA

PAWNBROKING

LOANS

SCRAP GOLD & SILVER

BUY BACK

JEWELLERY & WATCHES
COINS & BULLION

01926 258252

144 Parade,
www.cashbrokersleamingtonspa.co.uk

Leamington S

CASH PAID

FOR GOLD, SILVER,
COINS & BULLION

pa, CV32 4AG

The National
Association
of Jewellers




