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Council may step in over
declining shopping sites

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THE ‘DECLINING’ Rugby Central
Shopping Centre and other key
sites could be taken over by Rugby
Borough Council (RBC) as part of its
plan to revitalise the town centre.

The council aims to either buy the
centre outright, work as part of a joint
venture, or use its new rental auction
powers and compulsory purchase pro-
cedures to take control of the shopping
centre.

RBC aims to demolish the centre’s
empty Northway Mall to kickstart rede-
velopment plans in the area, and bring
an NHS hub and new retailers to the
remaining part.

RBC leader Coun Michael Moran said:
“We cannot stand by and watch Rugby
Central continue to decline.

“We have investment partners to work
with to bring about much-needed change
to this centre.”

He said the council’s focus was to
remove empty buildings and ‘give Rugby
a chance to thrive again’ with new attrac-
tions.

The council’s Liberal Democrat Group
Leader Coun Jerry Roodhouse said it
was time to take back control of shop-
ping space in the town centre.

He said: “The current owners have no
interest in Rugby or in developing this
site, and are running it into the ground.
They have had planning permission for

years for the northern section but have
chosen to do nothing with it.

“We have served notices to start using
the High Street Auctions process within
Rugby Central to get it occupied again.
Ultimately, if the owners do not wish
to work with us, we will initiate a com-
pulsory purchase of the site in order to
unlock the site and let Rugby take back
control.”

The council has also been working with
the owners of the Brotherhood House
site — a derelict building facing the Old
Market Place car park off Gas Street — to
come to an agreement to redevelop it
into a creative hub and activity space as
part of a proposed Cultural Quarter.

RBC was one of the first councils in
the country to use new powers to auction
leases for long-term empty shops, bring-
ing several empty units back into use.

The council has also introduced a busi-
ness rates relief scheme to help retail
and hospitality businesses, and a design
policy which has improved shop fronts.
A second phase of council backed grants
to assist business and landlords to make
improvements is soon to follow.

Coun Moran added: “Our work to sup-
port the town centre is about fixing areas
that put people off visiting and increas-
ing footfall. We cannot work miracles but
Rugby deserves better than this.

“I want to continue working with busi-
nesses in the town as well as make
changes that help create a more pleas-
ant place for people to visit and spend
time.”

REACHING A LANDMARK: HAPPY birthday!

Rugby Eco Hub celebrated its first year of liv-
ing up to its motto of ‘reduce, reuse, repair,
recycle, regenerate’ with a ‘First Year Fiesta’
at its Clifton Road HQ.

Visitors heard a review of the hub’s projects
and achievements, were treated to a home-

Becca
Stevenson,
Coun. Neil
Sandison,
Martin
Bryant,
Carrie
Pailthorpe
and Frank
Green
celebrate
Rugby Eco
Hub’s First
Year Fiesta.
Picture by
Marcus
Mingins
4925003MMR1

made vegan lunch from the hub’s kitchen, and
took part in a fundraising auction.

The party continued into the evening with
‘Earth Club in the Hub 2025’ - an afternoon
of live musu: set to the backdrop of a ‘Rugby
Village Fai

See page 12 for more.
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Are you looking to improve or enlarge

your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a beautiful new patio or driveway in e e
Coventry, Bromsgrove, Redditch, Solihull, Leamington, ik | |

Kidderminster and Birmingham
5 Year guarantee

* We've designed and built just about every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction and unlike other driveway

companies, with us you pay absolutely nothing upfront.
* Give us a call and you could save upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk
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The Global llluminations Procession was part of the university’s 60th birthday celebrations. Performances included classical Indian dance.

7| bargains_from_yesteryear L. o ®
Benn Hall b | A glittering anniversary
Newbold Rd ! CV21 2LN ’.It‘HGEOItJli\IIVERSITY of Warwick’s was lit up to celebrate [ - >
—_— B 1s anniversary.

The Global Illuminations Procession returned to campus,

Rug by bringing together a record-breaking number of students to
celebrate cultural diversity.

A t. c II t - Thehprocelgfsionz l(;ur'.;xted by lTogether At Wa.rwick(i \lavas
t t t t sculptures, costumes, :
n Ique$’ o ec ors temug o life with giant sculptures, costumes, and lan

TNS.
In the build-up to the procession, students and staff par-

& Vintage Fair ticipated in creative workshops led by artis.ts' Taiba Akhtar,

Frances Yeung and Tereza Buskova. Participants created
printed sashes and Eastern European-inspired folk wands,

S un d av 7 th Dece m be r which were showcased during the evening procession.

Among the creations were giant lanterns shaped like a

. —_ 2. tiger, bear, parrot, panda, and snake, crafted collaboratively
Open 9:30 330pm by students and societies.
. Performances spanned a range of traditions, from hip hop
FREE Sunday Parkmg and classical Indian dance to a Chinese dragon dance.
Event curator Becca Randle said, “Global Illuminations is
£1.50 Adult Adm. all about bringing Warwick’s diverse community together

3 in the most vibrant and creative way. It was a fantastic cel-
Refreshments Available ebration of culture, connection and joy. We were delighted
to see a record-breaking number of students taking part in
the parade this year.”

Professor Michael Scott, pro-vice-chancellor, said: “With

Ean|r|eS 01827 895 899 9,500 international students from 147 countries, Warwick is

) a thriving hub of global cultures, and this event is the per-

bargamsfromyesteryear.com fect stage to bring our diverse community together. We're

th i honoured to host such a special celebration of connection,

Followed by Sunday 4 January 26 giving our students a chance to share their heritage and
talents with the entire University community.” Wrapped up and ready to party.
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Councils remain poles apart on
question of how future looks

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

DIVISIONremainsinWarwickshire
over local government reorgani-
sation after two different propos-
als were officially submitted to
the Government to decide the
county’s political future.

‘Warwickshire County Council has
officially filed its support for a single
unitary council for the whole county.

Rugby Borough Council (RBC) has
also indicated its support for the sin-
gle council model, with bases in all
major towns.

But a two-unitary proposal - split-
ting Warwickshire into north and
south councils - is favoured by
Stratford District Council (SDC),
Warwick District Council (WDC),
Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough
Council and North Warwickshire
Borough Council.

The submissions follow the
Government'’s invitation to bring for-
ward options for Local Government
Reorganisation.

RBC leader Coun Michael Moran
said: “A north/south split is the end of
the county as we know it. A globally
renowned county with a proud his-
tory would be lost in an instant.

“The single Warwickshire unitary
offers the best option for long-term
financial sustainability, the clearest
structure for protecting essential
services, and the most coherent and

“I believe residents and businesses
will see the benefit of having a single
Council responsible for everything
from collecting bins to managing
roads, running schools and provid-
ing housing and adult social care.
The links to local healthcare, public
transport and the Police will also be

Decision makers at Shlre
County Council’s HQ in Warwlck, have official
filed their support for a single unitary council
for the whole county. Picture by Marcus Mingins
4520005MMR3 www.buyphotos247.com

a lot clearer.”

The WCC proposal for a single
unitary authority received the sup-
port of the full council in October.

WCC leader Coun George Finch
explained: “A single unitary offers
the strongest financial foundation,
ensures consistent and high-qual-

ity services for all residents, and
empowers local decision-making
keeping us rooted in the places we
serve. And we are confident that it
is the only option which meets all
six Government criteria for LGR.
“A single unitary council for
‘Warwickshire provides a single,

consistent vision for the county,
helping us to deliver stronger com-
munities, better serv1ces and real
value for money.”

An independent survey found
nearly three-quarters of residents
back the creation of the two council
model.

Under the proposal, the new coun-
cils would be North Warwickshire
Unitary, made up of the existing
North Warwickshire, Nuneaton and
Bedworth and Rugby borough coun-
cils, and the South Warwickshire
Unitary would include the existing
Stratford and Warwick councils.

SDC leader Coun Susan Juned
said: “Maintaining a local link to
all our communities is extreme-
ly important. Public service and
engagement must remain at the
heart of local government, and this
proposal ensures that principle is
upheld.

“The two-unitary approach reflects
the distinct identities of north and
south Warwickshire while providing
the scale and resilience needed for
strong, sustainable services.”

WDC leader Coun Ilan Davison
said: “The two unitary model
respects the real identities between
north and south Warwickshire while
ensuring both areas have the scale,
resilience and strategic capacity to
deliver excellent services.”

The Government will make the
final decision which will be imple-
mented in April 2028.

resilient model for the county.

He’s coming your way

BE GOOD, for goodness sake — Santa Claus is
coming to town, and he could be bringing his
sleigh to spread festive cheer in your neigh-
bourhood.

Big-hearted volunteers from the Rugby
Rokeby Lions Club are accompanying Father
Christmas and Rudolf on tour around Rugby
Borough during December.

Santa will stop along the route to give
Rugbeians a chance to take a picture with
him

Father Christmas
and his helpers will
be collecting cash
donations for local
charitable causes, or
inviting residents to
donate online.

Visit www.face-
book.com/rug-
byrokebylions
for detailed route
updates, or to track
Santa on his neigh-
bourhood routes
each evening.

Santa’s Sleigh Tour of Rugby 2025

Friday December 5: Admirals, The Crow Pie
— 6-8pm

Saturday December 6: Fat Face, Elliott’s Field
Shopping Park — 10am-4pm; Watts Lane
area, School Street shops — 5-8pm

Sunday December 7: Fat Face, Elliott’s Field
Shopping Park — 10am-4pm

Monday December 8: Wood Street, starting at
Drovers Court — 6-8pm

Tuesday December 9: Bridget Street,
Westlands Care Home — 6-8pm

‘Wednesday December 10: Paddox, St John’s
Avenue - 6-8pm

Thursday December 11: Long Lawford, Co-Op
— 6-8pm

Friday December 12: Boughton Vale, Campion
‘Way, Leicester Road end — 6-8pm

Saturday December 13: Asda — 10am-4pm;
Woodlands, The Fighting Cocks — 5-8pm

Sunday December 14: Asda — 10am-4pm

Monday December
15: Newbold, Fosterd
Road - 6-8pm

Tuesday December
16: Brownsover, Park
End - 6-8pm

Wednesday December
17: Shakespeare
Gardens, starting

at Overslade Lane —
6-8pm

Thursday December 18: Cawston, Ophelia
Crescent — 6-8pm

Friday December 19: Oxford Street/Eastlands
- 5.30-8pm

Saturday December 20: Tesco — 8am-4pm;
‘Wolston, The Half Moon - 5-8pm

Sunday December 21: Tesco — 10am-4pm
Monday December 22: Sainsburys — 8am-4pm

Tuesday December 23: Bilton Road, The Big
Fish - 5-8pm

‘Wednesday December 24: Sainsburys — 8am-
3pm; Rokeby/Hillside, The Griffin — 5-8pm

Father Christmas and his helpers from
Rugby Rokeby Lions Club are embarking
on their annual tour of Rugby.

For more information, or to book, please call

60/ 03332 342 514 Quote OSG
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PADDINGTON

THE MUSICA

SAVOY THEATRE

PADDINGTON THE MUSICAL
EVENING SHOW & LONDON
Departing Thu 26 Feb ‘26, Sat 16 May ‘26,
Sat 17 Oct ‘26, Sat 14 Nov ‘26, Sat 21 Nov ‘26
Marmalade sandwiches at the ready! Come along
to the Savoy Theatre for one of the West End’s
most anticipated shows, Paddington the Musical,
where this loveable little bear arrives in London
from deepest, darkest Peru and embarks on an
unforgettable adventure!
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry
¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside

London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with full

English breakfast
¢/ Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)
v/ Free time in London for shopping

& sightseeing

2 Days by Coach on@ £189

Single Supplement £45

o de up
supplement. ease see website or cal for full detk.

Visit us online at
justgoholidays.com/OSG

ondiions. (oach bookings are prote (\Pdh Burd 1’\)00‘ Holidays & the Assacia

0. né 1
M prices may uctule. Choices of dale hw L~ au(m m pick up local ou may inwi a

SCARBOROUGH, WHITBY &

HISTORIC YORK

Departing Mon 16 Mar ‘26

Beloved for its pretty beaches, and classic

charm, Scarborough is the perfect destination

for a stunning five-day getaway! We enjoy a

stunning excursion programme with visits to

Whitby, York and the filming location for the TV

series Heartbeat, Goathland.

Your break includes

¢ Return coach travel from Coventry

¢ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Scarborough
(JG2 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢ Light entertainment every evening

¢ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

¢/ Excursions to Goathland (Heartbeat), Whitby
& York

Optional excursion to Beverley (£12pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ £269

Single Supplement £75

A BTOT .4“‘1

n justgohols
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Appeal launched
to help restore
our waterways

by Philippa Mingins

WARICKSHIRE
Wildlife Trust
(WWT) is launching
a £100,000 appeal
to help restore the
county’s rivers.

The Wilder Waters
Appeal aims to rewild riv-
erbanks, make homes for
wading birds, protect pre-
cious amphibians, create
nature-based solutions to
climate change and conduct
important surveys to monitor
the health of the rivers.

With 1,469km of rivers and
waterways in Warwickshire,
Coventry and Solihull - great-
er than the distance from
Lands End to John O’Groats
- there is plenty of work to be
done and a huge amount of
support needed.

In the last 100 years, the
UK has lost 90 per cent of its
wetland habitats and more
than ten per cent of the fresh-
water and wetland wildlife
are at risk of extinction.

And the UK’s Water
Frameworks Directive states

A swan glides along the River Arrow.
Picture by WWT.

that every river in the county
is struggling with water qual-
ity.

‘WWT recently ran a series
of ‘Green Conversations’
with communities across the
county, as well as surveying
its members, and the state of
rivers and waterways came
out on top as one of the
issues people were most con-
cerned about.

The Wilder Waters Appeal
will be the biggest water-
focused fundraising effort

has ever launched to
tackle this issue, affecting
both people and wildlife.

Lindsay Butler, WWT

director of fundrais-
ing, said: “Our rivers
{ are Warwickshire’s wild
arteries, but nature is
disappearing from them
at an alarming rate.
| Many species, includ-
ing frogs, toads, water
| voles and wading birds,
are struggling as their
habitats dwindle, nest-
ing sites are threatened,
and their environment is
polluted — but there is
a huge opportunity to
help us to change this.
This appeal is a chance for
everyone who wants to walk
along our rivers and canals
and be surrounded by nature,
to make a real, lasting differ-
ence to our waterways across
‘Warwickshire, Coventry and
Solihull.”

Led by science and fuelled
by determination, the appeal
will allow WWT to restore
and revitalise these impor-
tant ecosystems by work-
ing with local communities,
farmers, councils and others.
Visit www.warwickshirewild-
lifetrust.org.uk/wilder-wa-
ters-appeal to donate.

N

A WILDLIFE artist from
Southam has been award-
ed two national accolades.

Sarah Holmes, known
for her charcoal depic-
tions of wildlife, submit-
ted three pieces of her
work to the Wildlife Artist
of the Year Competition.

And her polar bear
hunting on the shrink-
ing Arctic ice, titled On
Thin Ice, was selected by
Andy Parkinson, one of
Europe’s most awarded
wildlife photographers, as
his ‘Luminary Choice’ of
the Animal Behaviour cat-
egory. Only eight pieces
received this award across
the exhibition.

\ W )
Wildlife artist
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And it was also one
of only 15 pieces to
be awarded ‘Highly
Commended’, with the
judging panel commenting
the work “captures the
motion, darkness and raw
intention of this power-
ful predator, highlighting
the fragile balance of our
changing world”.

The internationally
acclaimed competition is
recognised as one of the
world’s leading art prizes
dedicated to celebrating
wildlife and raising funds
for conservation projects
worldwide. It attracts
thousands of entries from
professional and emerg-

Sarah
Holmes was
among the
most
celebrated
talents of
this year’s
competi-
tion. Inset,
On Thin Ice
scooped two
awards.

collects two awards

ing artists worldwide.

‘Winning not one, but
two awards, places Sarah
among the most celebrat-
ed talents of this year’s
event, as her work was
the only piece in the exhi-
bition to be awarded both
‘Luminary Choice’ and
‘Highly Commended’.

Sarah said: “This recog-
nition is quite astonish-
ing.

“As someone who cre-
ates a limited amount of
art, it’s amazing to see
my work can stand out
alongside such incredible
artists and help to sup-
port vital conservation
efforts.”

\" MIDLAND
Hand Clinic

Midland Hand Clinic is a locally based
private hand, wrist and elbow clinic,

run by Consultant Hand Surgeon,
Mr G Shyamalan (Shyam).

ﬂ emidlandshandclinic

emidlandhandclinic
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TOPDOCTORS

Patient Recognition

A recognition of dedication and the excellent feedback received

from patients.
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PM and Chancellor hear
Rugby verdict on Budget

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

PRIME Minister Sir Keir
Starmer, Chancellor Rachel
Reeves, and Energy Secretary
Ed Miliband visited Rugby last
week to discuss the govern-
ment’s Budget.

The trio visited the Benn
Partnership Centre to meet local resi-
dents, accompanied by the town’s
MP, John Slinger.

Sir Keir spoke about plans to
reduce energy bills by £150, increase
the minimum wage, and expand sup-
port for families through breakfast
clubs, free school meals, and child-
care initiatives.

The three ministers joined Mr
Slinger to chat with elderly residents,
local business owners and parents
with young children, who provided
a range of perspectives on local and
national issues.

Mr Slinger said: “It was a privilege
to welcome the Prime Minister, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and
the Energy Secretary to the Benn
Partnership Centre in the heart of our
town - one of their first visits follow-
ing the Budget.

“This wasn’t just a photo opportu-
nity. My ministerial colleagues stayed
for nearly two hours, engaging in
meaningful conversations with mem-
bers of the community. I am con-
fident they will take these insights

back to Westminster, as will I. We
were all keen to hear people’s views
on the Budget and discuss how we
can work together to improve our
community and our country. I would
also like to thank the staff at the Benn
Partnership Centre for being such
wonderful hosts.”

Mr Slinger welcomed Budget meas-
ures to scrap the two-child benefit
cap, which could lift 2,020 children in
Rugby out of poverty, and a minimum

e increase which could benefit
2,900 low-paid workers in the town.
He also praised the Chancellor’s
£820million Youth Guarantee to pro-
vide every young person a place in

college, an apprenticeship, or person-
alised job support.

But he called for the government
to go further with what he calls a
‘Youth Triple Lock’ — measures for
young people such as free bus travel,
increasing maintenance loans above
inflation, or a voucher scheme for
constructive activities.

Mr Slinger added: “When young
people are written off, it costs all of
us. Not just in benefits, but in lost
potential, lost talent, and lost contri-
bution to our communities.

“I'm delighted the Chancellor said
this Labour Government is ‘on the
side of kids and will back their poten-

Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer and Rugby MP
John Slinger pose for a photo with residents.

|

—

tial'. Now I'm calling for a ‘Youth
Triple Lock’ - three measures beyond
the Youth Guarantee that would give
a much needed boost to young peo-
ple across a range of areas.

“Ending the two-child cap isn’t

just anti-poverty, it's pro-prosperity.

It’s about life chances for all our
children.”

He also welcomed lower tax rates
which could benefit around 1,090
retail, hospitality, and leisure proper-
ties in Rugby, an average £150 drop
in energy bills from April with sav-
ings of £300 for lower-income house-
holds, and the freezing of fuel duty,
rail fares, and prescription charges.
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Appeal after
robbery of
mobile phone

POLICE are appealing for wit-
nesses following a robbery in a
village near Rugby.

The incident happened in
Boxwood Drive in Kilsby on
Tuesday November 11 between
7.30pm and 8.30pm.

The victim met with the suspect
to sell a mobile phone he had
advertised online.

They initially met in Main Road,
Kilsby, where the suspect was
waiting in a red phone box. He
then got into the victim’s car and
they drove to Boxwood Drive.

After being handed the phone to
look at, the suspect ran off with it
without paying.

The victim chased after him
onto Main Road and towards
Ashby Road and Spring Close,
before stopping when the suspect
shouted that he had a ‘shank’.

The suspect is described as
black, in his late teens to early
20s, about 5ft 7in to 5ft 8in tall,
with a skinny build. He was wear-
ing a white T-shirt and grey jog-
gers with shiny red shorts under-
neath.

Anyone who witnessed the
incident or who can help iden-
tify the offender is asked to call
Northamptonshire Police on 101,
or Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555111, quoting inci-
dent number 25000663048.

Information can also be sub-
mitted online at www.northants.
police.uk/RO or https://crimestop-
pers-uk.org/give-information.

'

costs are

S

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and ltfle overheads

NEW FLUSH
WINDOWS

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

FuII¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Volunteer Tony finds himself at
the heart of a fun fund-raiser

A GRATEFUL Coventry
Foodbank user-turned-volun-
teer is the face of the charity’s
Christmas fundraising campaign
to help tackle the rising food
crisis in the city.

Tony Lee, who has devoted 15
years to the Foodbank as a volun-
teer and staff member, is the star
of the charity’s latest fundraiser,
‘Where’s Tony? - a play on the
popular hide-and-seek picture puz-
zle books Where's Wally?

As well as a fun social media
campaign running every other day
throughout December, the 12 car-
toon scenes — depicting locations in
Coventry and the foodbank — also
form the basis of a fundraising
calendar, available to buy from the
charity now.

The campaign aims to raise aware-
ness as well as thousands of pounds
for the under-pressure foodbank,
which has 15 centres throughout
the city.

Tony was first brought into con-
tact with the foodbank in 2012
after a spell in hospital with sep-
tic arthritis, a serious condition
which left him unable to work for
many months while battling back
to health.

He said: “I was so short of money;
I had to borrow from family just to
be able to have the heating on.

“The foodbank was a lifeline for
me during that time. I was so grate-
ful, and when I was well enough,

I started volunteering at the food-
bank. And a couple of years after
that, I was employed as a member
of staff.

“I enjoy working for the charity

and get satisfaction from helping
people, and I get to see that every
day. Working with the charity has
given me confidence; it’s given me
purpose.”

Tony says he is getting used to
seeing his face as part of the cam-
paign.

He added: “I don’t mind - if it’s
helping more people in Coventry to

Tony Lee is the star of
Coventry Foodbank’s latest
fundraiser, Where’s Tony?

get the food and support they need,
then being turned into a comic book
character and having everyone try-
ing to find me can’t be a bad thing!”

Canon Gavin Kibble MBE, found-
er of Coventry Foodbank, said the
Christmas calendar was more than
just a fundraiser.

He said: “It’s a celebration of the
people and stories that make our city
so special. Every day we see how a
simple act of kindness can change
a life.

“Tony’s is a true story, and there
are thousands more stories like it,
told by people who have found them-
selves in a difficult position and
needing help - people like Tony,
who, many years ago, came to us
for help and is now part of the team
helping others.

“It’s an honour to recognise his
contribution to the work of the city’s
foodbank over the last 15 years, as
well as highlighting the dedication
of over 300 volunteers and staff who
ensure that thousands of people are
regularly supported with emergency
food.”

Visit https://tinyurl.com/32vy6jrj
to buy a copy of the calendar for §5
plus postage.

Donors who start a regular month-
ly donation to Coventry foodbank in
December will receive a free Where’s
Tony? 2026 Calendar.

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with
lots to think about.

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

CARE HOME
GROUP

carehome.co.uk

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

\

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby

07802 728443
B j.rugg@wocs-care.co.uk

Registered charity number 1012788

&S

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B8 p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk
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Morgan Davies, managing director of Prime Accountants Group, said the research revealed how
polarised views can be on Al usage at such an early point in the technology’s development.

Too many firms
wary of using

Al when it could
help, says study

BUSINESS owners
in Warwickshire fear
implementing AI tech-
nology due to a lack of
knowledge about how
they should use it, a new
survey has revealed.

Insights gathered from a
survey of 126 county firms
give a view of the appetite for
using Al and, crucially, some
of the main barriers which
are preventing businesses
from using it.

The study, commissioned
by West Midlands account-
ancy firm Prime Accountants
Group and Coventry and
Warwickshire Chamber of
Commerce, revealed 54 per
cent of respondents — all of
which are Chamber members
— had introduced AI in some
aspect of their day-to-day
operations.

Businesses

But 70 businesses — 56 per
cent — said one of the main
barriers to using Al was a
lack of understanding of how
best to use it, while 44 busi-
nesses — 35 per cent — cited a
lack of available training.

For 29 per cent of respond-
ents — 37 businesses — data
security was a key reason for
not using the technology.

Morgan Davies, managing
director of Prime Accountants
Group, said the research
revealed how polarised views
can be on Al usage at such
an early point in the technol-
ogy’s development.

Hesaid: “What thisresearch
shows us is there’s not a one-
size-fits-all approach. There’s
some who see this as the way
to get a competitive edge in

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes
@bullivantmedia.com

their businesses, then there’s
a middle ground who are
fearful that if they don’t do
something, they’ll get over-
taken.

“Then there’s the extreme
final view, which is ‘over my
dead body’ - they won’t go
near the technology at all.

“However, the facts of life
are that businesses must
always change, and that
change needs to be in the
right direction and future-
focused. We haven’t got a
crystal ball, but I feel that
those who reject Al entirely
will end up being less suc-
cessful in the long run.”

The study also revealed
automation was a strong pull
factor among Warwickshire
businesses, with 63 per cent
of business owners surveyed
saying that automating repet-
itive tasks to free up staff
time was one of the main
opportunities Al presented.

In addition, 53 per cent
said one of the main opportu-
nities it presented was speed-
ing up research and collation
of information.

Morgan added training
staff effectively was the big-
gest improvement businesses
could make to take advan-
tage of this opportunity.

He said: “If you can take a
job that’s inefficient or repet-
itive and automate it, then it
can be extremely valuable —
but unless you know how to
use Al effectively, you're not
going to get the best from it.

“You're going to sleepwalk
into some potential risks. For

example, with some of the
free Al software, your private
data could go off outside of
the country and you could be
breaching GDPR rules.

“The biggest barrier to
learning is, where do you find
this information from?

“When you think about
learnings we have in our
careers, we tend to have been
taught them with books, lec-
tures and training courses.

“With Al, the technology
can immediately do a per-
centage of my job overnight
— but we’re not taught how to
use it in a safe, effective way
and therefore we don’t know
what the risks are.”

Attitudes

The survey also revealed
attitudes towards automating
tasks which have historically
been trusted to profession-
als, including payroll, HR,
operations and accounting.

One in five respondents
said they would consider
using Al for payroll and
one in four for accounting.
However, 28 per cent said
they wouldn’t use it in any of
these areas.

A total of 37 per cent said
they would consider it for
operations, 25 per cent for
accounting, 20 per cent for
payroll and 16 per cent for
HR

Morgan said: “If businesses
are considering these chang-
es, most that I speak to have
to start with their infrastruc-
ture. There’s a transition with
most software - moving your
IT infrastructure to the cloud
makes it easier for Al tools
to access the data you want
it to.”
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wivw.farnboroughgardententre.co.ulk

A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts

Teddies shop & see our
massive selection of cuddly
 collectables & furry friends
including especially ]
loveable limited edifions and
_ everyday huggables

(OPEN[6]DAYSIA\WEEKS
flllies:1Sat9"00amE5i00pm
Sunkl0:30amer4*30pm

@nm
JEL

PﬁFamborough, BanbunylOXii
Tel:101295[690479

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WON'T COST THE EARTH

-
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The Percival
Guildhouse
will intro-
duce 19 new
courses run-
ning between
January and
Easter

ERCIVAL GUILDHOy
G H
DUCATION CENTRE

53
—-=1;
The
PERCIVAL GU| ;DHOUSE

On course for somethmg new

NEW courses covering wine, animation,
mindfulness, dressmaking and photography
are among those which will be on offer at
Rugby’s home of lifelong learning.

The Percival Guildhouse will introduce 19
new courses running between January and
Easter — almost 70 courses in total, plus 15
Saturday workshops being held on dates in
February and March.

New in the schedule are a six-week Wine
Appreciation course offering samples of clas-
sic wines from around the world, Character

Concept Design for Games and Animation,
and an Introduction to Animation course.

There are also new courses on mindfulness
and pilates, eating well, sewing and dress-
making, photography, art, and two one-day
history courses, one looking at Russia and the
other at the Cold War.

Visit www.percival-guildhouse.co.uk for full
details of all courses. Bookings can be made
at the website, by calling 01788 542467, or
visiting the St Matthew’s Street centre 9am-3
.30pm on weekdays.
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‘Shop local’ is
festive message

CHRISTMAS shoppers have been
urged to buy their presents in
Rugby as part of this year’s nation-
al ‘Small Business Saturday’ cam-

paign.

Mayor Barbara Brown, Rugby MP
John Slinger and Rugby First Business
Director Linda Lowne will throw their
support behind the campaign when
they visit town centre businesses on
Saturday (December 6).

Pop-up shops within existing busi-
nesses, festive entertainment, and a
visit from Father Christmas will take
place in the town centre on the day.

Taking place on the first shopping
Saturday in December each year, Small
Business Saturday highlights small
business success and encourages con-
sumers to shop local and support small
businesses in their communities.

Linda Lowne said: “Small Business
Saturday is an excellent way of raising
awareness of small-town centre busi-
nesses and we fully support it.

“Rugby has an amazing range of
diverse and independent shops offering
unique and personal gifts and services. One
small purchase can make a big difference
to a small business, and I would ask people
to support their local businesses not only at
Christmas but throughout the year.”

Coun Brown added: “Small businesses are
vital to the local economy. They provide jobs
and ensure spend is retained within the local
area.

“‘Small Business Saturday’ is a great way
to support and raise awareness of the local
business community, and we are extremely
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lucky to have such a diverse range of fantas-
tic small and independent businesses in the
area, and we need to support them.”

John Slinger said: “Like many others, I try
and shop locally wherever I can and Rugby
has a number of unique retailers and services
who can provide some really special gifts
and services, at Christmas, but importantly
throughout the year.”

Residents are being urged to buy
Christmas presents from independent
retailers in Rugby on Small Business
Saturday.

V'V wilkes

Here for Life’s

Harder Moments.

Practical and compassionate legal support

relationships break down.

Need |
Speak to our experts today. '

law advice?
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www.arnoldlodge.com

ARNOLD LODGE

4-18 yrs Co-educational Independent Day School

#ALSLetsMe

ALS Lets ME ‘JOIN US AT OUR

ACHIEVE oftx iorNine

What will your child be? 9:30 - 11:00AM

Q) 01926 778050 [ admissions@arnoldlodge.com @ 15-17 Kenilworth Rd, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 5TW
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Festive tradition
set to bring fun

back to the ci

A FESTIVE favourite is set to
return after nine years away as
an inclusive Coventry theatre
company brings back its popular
Father Christmas experience.

A cast of local actors will star as
elves, snowmen and magic fairies in
an immersive, walk-through thea-
tre production, as city-centre based
EGO Arts breathes new life into a
vacant venue.

Father Christmas and Friends
takes children and adults on a trail
which includes a cosy cottage,
a snowy forest and a Christmas
cracker factory, as audiences help
the characters carry a message to
Father Christmas’s grotto.

The new performance from the
Coventry charity, which has champi-
oned inclusivity in the arts for almost
20 years, will open at the former
JJ’s venue at Coventry Skydome
on Saturday (December 6) and run
every weekend until December 22.

Francis Stojsavljevic at EGO Arts
said parents would be ‘smiling all
the way round’, with funding from
Arts Council England helping to
elevate the show’s production val-
ues through set design, costume,

lighting and sound.

The show, which promises plenty
of comedic moments and interactive
elements, aims to provide a person-
alised experience for children of all
ages.

EGO’s Co-Artistic  Director
Georgina Egan said: “We want to
give families everything they could
wish for from a traditional ‘meet
Father Christmas’ experience - it’s
important to us that every child gets
a gift and the chance to speak to
Father Christmas one-to-one.

“At the end of the trail, the chil-
dren will have the opportunity to
make a quick craft before they see
Father Christmas, so there won't
be any waiting around. We cannot
wait to share this exciting adventure
with families all over Coventry and
beyond.”

The performance, which includes
music, movement and a moral mes-
sage, has been devised by cast mem-
bers from EGO’s weekly theatre
workshops.

The company, which also offers
vocational theatre training to learning
disabled and neurodivergent adults
and tours nationally, last performed
its Christmas experience in 2016.

EGO’s  Co-Artistic ~ Director
Corinne Robinson said: “We were
overwhelmed by the positive feed-
back we received from families last
time, so when we were awarded
National Portfolio status by Arts
Council England in 2023, we made
it a priority to bring back Father
Christmas on a bigger budget.”

The show begins with audiences
meeting Ivy the pixie fairy, whose
job is to guide young explorers
safely through the Christmas trail,
all the way to Father Christmas’s
grotto.

Other characters encountered by

audiences include Poinsettia the
snowman, Figgy Fancypants the
cracker maker, and a mouse called
Widow Winterberry.

EGO has worked closely with its
members, many of whom are learn-
ing disabled or neurodivergent, to
ensure the shows are accessible for
both performers and audiences.

The show will feature integrated
British Sign Language (BSL) on
December 14 as a signing fairy joins
Ivy on the trail.

On December 21, live Audio
Description will be available to assist
people who are visually impaired.
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Cast members from Father
Christmas and Friends at the
former JJ’s venue at Coventry
Skydome on Croft Road.

Liz Johnson, Midlands Area
Director at Arts Council England,
said: “Arts and culture allows us to
share our stories in new and engag-
ing ways, and EGO’s festive produc-
tion ‘Father Christmas and Friends’
will bring the Christmas spirit to
‘Warwickshire this winter.

“EGO’s performances are not only
high quality but emphasise acces-
sibility, and we are delighted that
they are bringing arts and culture to
families in Coventry and beyond.”

Visit www.egoarts.co.uk for tickets
to Father Christmas and Friends.

THE

JONES FAMILY

w ——0UJEWELLERS o~

Important Announcement from The Jones Family Jewellers

We’re holding our prices until the Sth of January across all our stock in Kenilworth & our two stores in

Leamington Spa.

With the recent sharp increases in gold and silver prices, along with upcoming government tax rises, we will

unfortunately need to adjust our prices from January Sth onwards.

Although prices have risen significantly, and we realistically should have made this change already - we’ve

chosen to keep our prices steady through Christmas to help our valued customers during the festive season.

Visit us before January 5th to take advantage of our current prices.

The Jones Family Jewellers - exceptional service, honest value, and timeless craftsmanship

SATCHWELL WALK,
LEAMINGTON SPA
01926 882552

GOMm

TALISMAN SQUARE,

KENILWORTH
01926 954271

¥

ROYAL PRIORS,
LEAMINGTON SPA
01:92:6 893 393

WWW.TJFJEWELLERS.CO.UK

JEWELLER

— Awards 2025 —

FOR APPOINTMENTS EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@TJFJEWELLERS.CO.UK
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zBED FACTORY

Trading since 1989
3 floors full of beds
(We are bigger than we look)

6 TYPES OF ELECTRIC
ADJUSTABLE BEDS NOW ON
SHOW SOME WITH MASSAGE

N
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Attention Arthritis Sufferer's
Revealed The Hidden Secret Of How To Massively Reduce Pain

And Discomfort, Without The Need For Expensive Drugs Or Surgery!!!!

- =

Mammoth Centre of Excellence
We at the Bed Factory Leamington are proud to have been
awarded by Mammoth the title of Centre of Excellence
This is due to the fully trained staff and the display of the
complete range of the new Mammoth Medical grade mattresses.
We are recommended by Chiropractors and Doctors for our
range of pressure relieving mattresses.

TN PARTNERSHIP WITH

CHARTERED N

SOCIETY BRIGHT IDEAS
J OF N H

PHYSIOTHERAPY AWARDS

Look at our

trustpilot reviews at
uk.trustpilot.com

For the last decade Mammoth has built a reputation as a leader in

health and wellbeing - the brand that brought Medical Grade™ foam and
PostureCells® to the mattress market. Scientific testing, health award wins
and an exclusive partnerships with the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy
have made it the go-to name for those who need genuine comfort, pain
relief and a great night's sleep.

Born out of healthcare and based on the pressure relieving materials used in
medical beds on spinal injury units, Mammoth's secret ingredient is Medical
Grade™ foam — a naturally cooling, pressure-relieving but supportive material
that's shown to be far superior to standard memory foam.

Unlike memory foam, Medical Grade™ foam doesn't require heat to become
pliable, nor does it lock sleepers in place where they may seize up with aches
and pains. Instead, Medical Grade™ foam instantly contours to the body and
provides a supportive yet flexible surface that aids natural spinal alignment.

This is complemented by Mammoth’s innovative PostureCells® —
independently moving castellations in the foam that provide even support
but reduce partner disturbance. Importantly, the air channels between
each PostureCell® also serve to wick away the moisture and allergens that
typically build up through the night.

Testing excellence

Under laboratory conditions, Medical Grade™ foam mattresses have been
found to provide 46% greater pressure relief and 69% faster cooling than
standard 50kg memory foam. For sleepers that means:

Improved circulation through the night
Faster recovery and healing

Reduced overheating

Reduced perspiration

Improved hygiene

Mammoth new range of
mattresses now on show.

Determined to go further, Mammoth also put its mattresses through testing
at Northumbria University's Centre for Sleep Research. In clinical trials it
was shown that Mammoth’s mattresses helped sleepers fall asleep 29%
quicker, experience a 7% increase in sleep efficiency and report a 21%
increase in sleep enjoyment.

Award wins

Mammoth's unique technologies helped the brand to win a Bright Ideas in
Health award for pressure relief and temperature regulation — awards usually
reserved for teams working within the NHS.

These impressive results are among the reasons why Mammoth has become
the go-to name for elite athletes and professional sports stars — as can be
seen through partnerships with the Rugby Players' Association, British
Athletes Commission and Professional Cricketers’ Association over the years,
as well as relationships with Premier League football teams and Olympians.

Combatting back pain

The unique properties of Mammoth's sleep and comfort technologies have
made it the go-to mattress range for health professionals. By improving
pressure relief, enhancing postural support and increasing circulation,
physiotherapists in particular love the positive patient outcomes offered by
Mammoth. With over 50% of adults now estimated to suffer from back pain
in their lives, it's never been more important to invest in the very best sleep
surface to ease pain and discomfort.

Want to make a healthy choice and upgrade
the quality of your sleep? Try the Mammoth
Bed Test Centre at The Bed Factory now.

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL
139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX

01926 422404

sales@thebedfactory.co.uk
and www.thebedfactory.co.uk

Trustpilot * * * * *




PAGE 12

The Observer, Friday December 5, 2025

<= Thursdays I |

REDUCE
REUSE
REPAIR

RECYCLE

REGENERATE

LEFT: Frank Green and Coun. Neil Sandison. Picture by Marcus Mingins 4925003MMR4. MIDDLE: Live music from Cunnash.
Picture by Marcus Mingins 4925003MMR2. RIGHT: Mark Hammond has some bright ideas. Picture by Marcus Mingins

4925003MMR3

Birthday celebration for project
bringing together green thinkers

A BIRTHDAY celebration
marked the first anniversary
of an environmentally friendly
initiative in Rugby.

Rugby Eco Hub — which lives by
the slogan ‘reduce, reuse, repair,
recycle, regenerate’ — held a ‘First
Year Fiesta’ at its Clifton Road
HQ.

Following an inaugural annual
review of the hub’s projects and
achievements, visitors - includ-
ing Mayor Barbara Brown — were
treated to a celebratory home-made
vegan lunch from the hub’s kitch-
en.
A fundraising auction was held,
followed by ‘Earth Club in the Hub

2025’ - an afternoon of live music
set to the backdrop of a ‘Rugby
Village Fair’.

The hub hosts a Repair Cafe and
a Library of Things, and runs a
Community Garden and Kitchen in
the town.

Rugby MP John Slinger described
the Eco Hub as a ‘great initiative’

which showed the town’s commu-
nity spirit in action.

He added: “It’s people with a
shared passion for the environment
who have decided to do something
about it by bringing the community
together and offering them some-
thing tangible and useful.

“They’re showing an alternative

approach to our modern modus
operandi of buying products that
are often not very well made, and
then dumping them rather than
repairing them, which is bad for
the environment and ultimately
wasteful.

“Thank you to the EcoHub and
Repair Cafe for all you do.”

The Railway Touring Company

Saturday 7, 21, 28 February
2026

Steam over the Northern Fells.

The Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express
provides a wonderful opportunity to get out
and about during the winter months, with
the added bonus of steam haulage over the
Northern Fells, including the spectacular
Settle & Carlisle Railway.

We have a high speed journey down the
West Coast Main Line to Carnforth, hauled
by a blue Class 86 electric locomotive.

We then enjoy a circular steam tour
outwards via Shap to Carlisle and back via
the Settle and Carlisle line.

We return from Preston to London behind
our blue electric locomotive.

“aNife
BRITISH BRITISH
AWARDS

BRI

TRAVI

AWARDS
024 023

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

BESTTRAVEL COMPANY
AL LTS

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY
AL LTS

BEST SPECIAL WTEREST
HOLIDAY COMPANY

Refreshments available to purchase on board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £45 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only - locos/trains may differ.
The Railway Touring Company — The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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A CRACKER has started the
Christmas season with a bang
in Rugby.

The charity  fund-raising
Crackerteria cafe is now open in
Rugby Central Shopping Centre,
serving lunch, home made cake,
coffee, tea, and hot and cold
snacks.

The cafe is being run by volun-
teers from the Rugby Christmas
Cracker charity to raise money for
Fashion With a Heart Creations,
which supports training in tailor-
ing skills to the poorest people in
India and Nepal.

The venue is hosting a sale
of clothes from Fashion With a
Heart, and a fund-raising sale
of paintings by local artist Joe
Douse.

Rugby Christmas Cracker organ-
“Since

1991, Rugby Christmas Cracker
has been raising funds to help
improve the lives of disadvantaged
people in some of the poorest
places in the world.

“The charity puts all the money
raised by their sales towards help-
ing the poorest and most margin-
alised women in India and Nepal
to learn tailoring skills so they
can earn a living and support their
families.

“Last year we raised a fantastic
£15,700 for Fashion With a Heart
Creations, and it would brilliant if
we could beat that in 2025.”

The Crackerteria is also host-
ing a tool store run by Rugby-
based charity Tools with a Mission
(TWAM), which sends refurbished
tools to communities in need in
Africa to create livelihoods and
change lives.

The charity is selling tools which
cannot be sent to Africa to raise
funds for the expensive process of
shipping overseas.

This year, the charity plans
to send 23 boxes — filled with
refurbished tools such as sew-
ing machines, donated computers,
and power tools — to Africa.

Crackerteria is open Mondays
to Saturdays until Christmas eve
in the old Boots store in Rugby
Central, and is also taking orders
for ‘Cracker A La Carte’ evening
meals. Contact katiethomas@ntl-
world.com or visit www.rugby-
cracker.org.uk for more informa-
tion.

TWAM’s tool store will be
open Wednesdays to Saturdays
at 10am-2pm until December 20.
Visit www.twam.uk for more infor-
mation.

ABOVE LEFT: Serving up
cakes in the Crackerteria.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
4925002MMR1

ABOVE RIGHT: Volunteers
from the Tools With a
Mission charity are sell-
ing refurbished tools at
the Crackerteria. Picture
by Marcus Mingins
4925002MMR3

LEFT: Working hard serv-
ing food and drinks.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
4925002MMR2

OPEN 7 DAYS

OUR BIG SALE
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!
Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they
don't have enough stock left to service them.

Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on to YOU.

Nl

sET ‘BE QUICK
=

LI

CV6 5EY

BRAND NAME CARPETS ,fion. ety Smnate o ouciet cors,
AT LOW LOW PRICES

50% offers or sales dlscounts is it 50% off their normal hi Pnces ALWAYS

v

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985 -~ ——
SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE [ www.salecarpet.uk ]
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Warwickshire motorcyclists can brush up on their skills with

Back to Biking training.

Bikers boost skills

BIKERS in Warwickshire are being
encouraged to refresh their skills
this winter.

As the colder months make
road conditions more challeng-
ing, Warwickshire Road Safety
Education is urging motorcyclists
to take part in a training course.

In partnership with Phoenix
Motorcycle Training Leamington,
‘Warwickshire County Council and
Warwickshire Fire and Rescue
Service are offering riders access to
discounted ‘Back to Biking’ train-
ing, designed specifically for those
returning to motorcycling after a
break or looking to boost their con-
fidence and safety on the road.

WCC'’s transport spokesperson
Coun Jennifer Warren said: “In the
winter months, conditions on our

roads can quickly become more
challenging for all road users - and
especially for motorcyclists. Riding
in winter presents unique challeng-
es, from slippery roads to reduced
visibility.

“The ‘Back to Biking’ training is
a fantastic opportunity for riders
to refresh their skills, rebuild confi-
dence, and make sure they’re fully
prepared for whatever the season
brings. By taking part in this train-
ing and the free Biker Down work-
shop, riders are not only investing
in their own safety but also helping
to make Warwickshire’s roads safer
for everyone.”

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
road-safety-education/ready-ride-
starting-motorcycle-journey/7 for
more details.
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A45 work aims at
reducing flooding

THE MAIN road linking
Rugby and Coventry is
set for a mixture of sin-
gle lane and full closures
from next week through
to March.

Essential maintenance
on the A45 between
Memorial Island and
Thurlaston is being
undertaken to improve
safety and reduce the risk
of carriageway flooding.

The drainage work,
which starts on Monday
(December 1), is sched-
uled to take place over-
night between 8pm and
6am when traffic flows
are at their lowest to
reduce disruption to
drivers.

Westbound lane clo-
sures will be in place
from Monday December
8 to Fri December 19,
followed by three months
of on-and-off full clo-
sures.

A full programme -
including cleaning and
repairs of pipework,
removal of stone and
soil build up, ditch main-
tenance and removal of
sediment from drains — will con-
tinue until March 2026.

The scheme is designed to help
drainage along the carriageway and
reduce flooding risk.

During road closures, a fully
signed diversion will be in place and
residents will be escorted through
the works. Access for emergency
service vehicles will also be main-
tained throughout.

The schedule for the
works is as follows:

December 1 to December
7 — preliminary works;
no traffic management
December 8 to December
19 — westbound lane clo-
sures

December 20 to January
5 — Christmas embargo;
no traffic management
January 6 to January 19
- westbound full closures
with eastbound lane 2
closure

January 20 to February
18 - eastbound full clo-
sure with westbound
lane 2 closure

February 19 to March 4
— full westbound closure
with eastbound lane 2
closure

March 5 to March 12
— full eastbound closure
with westbound lane 2
closure

Visit  https://tinyurl.
com/4y69u4v4 or email
noreplya45wmids@
nationalhighways.co.uk
for updates.

The work is being carried out
to reduce the risk of carriage-
way flooding.
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INTERNATIONAL METALS &

> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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ANSONS

Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Rughy Antiques & Jewellery
Valuation Day

Tuesday 9th December 12pm to 2pm

Valuations of Silver, Jewellery, Watches, Gold,
Ceramics, Antiques and General Collectables. - g_;'~

Items may be left to be consigned into Auction
The Black Horse

43 The Green, Bilton,
Rughy, CV22 7LZ

Donations in aid of WCS Care W(=5

Free Home Visits | Estate Clearances & Downsizing

If you have a lot of items you want valuing, we
offer a FREE home visit service where we can
come to your home. Contact us for more info

Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derbyshlre 'DE65 6LS
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WM mayor
welcomes
budget cash

THE WEST Midlands Mayor has wel-
comed a §2.5billion settlement and plans
to reignite the region’s economy and
raise living standards for tens of thou-
sands of local people.

The four-year funding package
announced by Chancellor Rachel Reeves
in the Budget on November 26.

It is the region’s first ever multi-year
settlement and is the latest step in an
unprecedented shift in power, money and
responsibility from Westminster to the
West Midlands.

The long-term funding gives the Mayor
and other political leaders the ability to
better plan and deliver major projects that
can drive growth and tackle poverty.

The Mayor, Richard Parker, said: “The
Chancellor has backed the West Midlands
with a $2.5billion settlement to drive
growth in every part of our region - and it
puts fairness at the centre of that plan. It
will lift children out of poverty, strengthen
our public services and support working
people with a proper living wage.

“This is a Budget that helps to rebuild
our region from the ground up. It gives us
the tools to get homes built, improve our
buses and trains, boost skills and bring
new investment into our towns and cities.

“After years without me: growth,
this Budget makes responsible choices for
a fairer economy and better opportunities
for the people of the West Midlands.”

The four-year funding package
announced in today’s budget includes
§530m for skills and job support, £177m
for new homes, §£232m for economic
regeneration,

£129m to support the environment and
fight climate change and §£2.43m for
health and wellbeing.
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Employers pledge help
to get more into work

EMPLOYERS across the West
Midlands have pledged more
than 16,000 work experience,
training and apprenticeship
opportunities as part of a
drive to get young people into
good careers.

Plans to create 20,000 oppor-
tunities were set out in the West
Midlands Mayor’s Youth Plan last
summer and, by working with
partners, he is well on course to
meet his target.

The Mayor, Richard Parker,
said: “We're backing young peo-
ple with the skills and opportuni-
ties they need to get started in
an exciting career and set them-
selves up for life.

“This is a win-win as we're also
helping local firms secure the
vital talent they need to grow.

“By connecting people to good
jobs, we’re not just changing indi-
vidual lives — we’re strengthening
our communities and securing
our region’s future prosperity.”

A partnership with Movement
to Work (MtW) is one of the
ways in which the West Midlands
Combined Authority (WMCA) is
helping to tackle youth unem-
ployment in the region.

The YouthPath scheme con-
nects employers with young peo-
ple who are not in education,
employment, or training (NEET),
and the Mayor is encouraging
businesses in the region to sign

up.

The Mayor joined employ-
ers Mitchells and Butlers and
Diageo at a unique work experi-
ence event held at All Bar One
in Brindleyplace, Birmingham, to
celebrate a growing collaboration
that is helping young people kick-
start careers in hospitality.

The Diageo Learning for Life
programme, delivered in part-
nership with the UK’s leading
hospitality charity, Springboard,
helps individuals over the age of
18 who face barriers to education
or employment, to build mean-
ingful careers in the hospitality
industry.

Brought together by Movement

to Work, the Diageo Learning for
Life programme and Mitchells &
Butlers (M&B), the collaboration
enables young people to gain
industry recognised qualifica-
tions, skills, personalised mentor-
ing, and hands-on work experi-
ence in M&B venues across the
region.

The Mayor launched his West
Midlands Works Plan, which sets
out a vision to create 93,000
good quality job opportunities for
people over the next ten years.

West Midlands Works is the
Mayor’s response to the govern-
ment’s Get Britain Working ini-
tiative, to support people with
health conditions and barriers

who want to work, into good jobs
and fulfilling careers.

Over the next three years the
Mayor will also deliver a guaran-
tee for all young people across
the region to be able to access
training, education, careers guid-
ance and other forms of support
so they can take their first step
towards work. This includes work
readiness programmes and work
preparation lessons at school.

Tamara Pinnock (left) and
Shane Masters (right), show-
ing the Mayor Richard Parker
(centre), the art of cocktail
making at All Bar One.

Funded by
UK Government

Where creativity and community come together!

Join us for a series of festive markets celebrating local artists and makers.

Find the perfect handmade gift, meet the makers behind the work, and enjoy a creative
buzz in the heart of Solihull.

The Core, Theatre Square
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CASH FOR CHRISTMAS"

Sell your gold in any condition

IMMEDIATE CASH OFFER
OR STORE CREDIT

| Ready for Christmas?

From broken chains to lone earrings and
old rings that are no longer worn; we can
" help with an immediate cash offer or store
credit on all Gold and Silver Items

) Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk

Tel: 01926 494 494 Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk
2 High Street, Warwick, CV34 4AP
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Keeping us all
safer on winter

part to help

AS THE winter takes hold and
temperatures drop, National
Highways is preparing a nation-
wide operation to help keep
England’s motorways and major
A-roads safe - whatever the
weather.

Last winter alone, National
Highways’ fleet of 530 gritters cov-
ered more than 1.5million miles,
the equivalent of driving around the
Earth over 60 times.

Each gritter can weigh anything
from 18 - 26 tonnes fully loaded,
with the largest able to carry 11
tonnes of rock salt. In total, teams
carried out more than 23,000 grit-
ting runs during the winter to keep

traffic flowing safely.

Darren Clark, Severe Weather
Resilience Adviser at National
Highways, said: “Our work through
the colder months is about more
than just keeping traffic moving
- it’s about keeping the country
connected.

“Our network of 4,500 miles of
motorways and A roads are the
backbone of the nation’s supply
chains, ensuring life-saving medical
equipment, pharmaceuticals, fuel,
chemicals, and food reach every
corner of England, even in severe
weather.

“For example, hospital oxygen
supplies often travel from Scotland
via the M6 and A1, so it’s vital these

routes remain open to keep critical
deliveries moving.

“This preparation is a huge
undertaking and begins months in
advance to keep commuters mov-
ing, help millions visit friends and
family, and help carry two-thirds
of all freight that supports trade
and investment across the UK. And
none of that stops in winter.”

Just as teams and equipment are
ready for whatever winter brings,
drivers are being urged to check
their vehicles, plan their journeys
and make sensible choices when
conditions turn challenging.

Between December 2024 and
February 2025, there were 67,768
recorded breakdowns, highlight-

ing the importance of preparation,
such as checking your vehicle and
the weather forecast, during the
colder months.

As winter begins and road condi-
tions become more unpredictable,
National Highways is launching its
annual winter T.R.ILP. campaign
to encourage drivers to prepare
for journeys properly, as colder
weather sets in and road conditions
become more challenging with the
likes of snow, ice, and rain.

The acronym T.R.I.P. promotes
four simple steps to prepare drivers
using motorways and major A roads
this winter:

Top-up: Fuel, oil, and screen wash
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Rest: Plan regular stops every two
hours to avoid driver fatigue
Inspect: Check tyre pressure and
tread
Prepare: Have a plan for severe
weather conditions
Colin Stevenson, Road Safety
Information Lead at National
Highways, added: “Winter can
throw all sorts at us, but together
we can help to make journeys safe
and smooth as possible Our dedi-
cated teams will be out day and
night to keep our roads clear and
reliable. Simple steps like check-
ing your vehicle, packing a winter
emergency kit can all help drivers
to be safe when faced with snow,
ice, or heavy rain

JOHNSONS

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT GREAT DAY OUT

'Club Class' Extra Legroom or Luxury Traveller Coaches.
Entrance and Admission Charges included.
Depart from 38 local Boarding Points with reserved seating.

Cambridge

Mon 16 Feb 2026

Shropshire

Tue 17 Feb 2026

Bristol

Wed 18 Feb 2026

Peterborough

Thur 19 Feb 2026

Covent Garden
Z==3 D

A 3
Fri 20 Feb 2026

London leerpool

Sun 22 Feb 2026

& So much more on offer!

BRAND NEW!

COACH HOI.IDAYS

LR
EXPRESS EXCURSIONS

TODAY

Don't Hesitate - Get
Booking Today!
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ANSONS

Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Kenilworth Antique & Jewellery

Valuation Day
Thursday 11th December

10am to 2pm

Valuations of Silver, Gold, Jewellery,
Watches, Antiques, and Collectables

Items may be left to be consigned into Auction
St Francis of Assisi Church Hall,

110 Warwick Road,
Kenilworth, CV8 1HL

Refreshments in aid of WCS Care \’\S

viands

Free Home Visits | Estate Clearances & Downsizing

If you have a lot of items you want valuing, we
offer a FREE home visit service where we can
come to your home. Contact us for more info

T: Hansons Warwickshire 07470 459309
E: clivejones@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk \2{, 2

Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derby;eh.ire, DE65 6LS
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Under the hammer
to help the hospice

Nigel Higgins was a well-known and much-
loved Leamingtonian.

Yoda will be among the lots at the charity auc-
tion on D ber 9. Admission is free (ticket
registration required). Guests are encouraged

to reserve in advance via the Eventbrite listing.
Search nigel-higgins-charity-art-auction-tickets at
www.eventbrite.co.uk.

ART  collected by a
Leamington businessman will
be raising vital funds for the
Myton Hospices.

Nigel Higgins, whose short
battle with prostate cancer
came to an end in April, grew
up in Leamington and became
a well-known and much-loved
figure in the community.

He ran John Atkins Cycle
Shop, which became a hub for
cyclists across Warwickshire.
Nigel supported riders of all
ages and abilities, helping to
grow a thriving community
around the sport he loved.

Beyond cycling, Nigel was
a man of many passions -
including art, of which he
amassed a diverse collection
by British and international
artists.

And his personal art col-
lection will form the heart of
the Nigel Higgins Charity Art
Auction taking place at The
Fold on Spencer Street on
December 9.

A donation from the sale of
each work will go to Myton
Hospice, which provided
compassionate care to Nigel
in his final days.

Auction organiser Kate
Livingston said: ““This isn’t
just an art auction, it's a
celebration of Nigel Higgins’
legacy, a testament to the
power of community, and an
opportunity to support Myton

Hospice’s outstanding work.”
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Showing the art
of raising funds

A FORMER physiotherapist at
the Myton Hospices is returning
to support the charity through
her art.

‘When Nikki Woolvine worked at
The Myton Hospices, her patients
gave her advice she’ll never forget
“follow your dreams, don’t waste a
minute of your life”.

And she will bring those dreams
full circle when she showcases her
hand-painted glassware business,
Sweetpea & Bumble, at the Small
Business Saturday Christmas Fun
Day at The Court House in Warwick
tomorrow (Saturday), an event sup-
porting the Myton Hospices.

Nikki told The Observer: “My
patients were incredibly wise and
kind. They’d tell me not to waste
a minute, to pursue what mattered
to me. This business is my way of
honouring that advice while giving
back to the place that shaped how I see what
really matters.”

After 29 years in physiotherapy, including
five years at The Myton Hospices, Nikki, from
Coventry, launched Sweetpea & Bumble, trans-
forming charity-shop glassware into one-of-a-
kind painted pieces.

Each gin glass, vase, and tea light holder
begins as a forgotten item on a Warwickshire
charity shop shelf before being hand-painted
with intricate designs.

“I'love that I'm supporting local charities when
I buy the glassware, keeping items out of landfill,
and then giving back,” explained Nikki. “It’s cre-
ativity with a conscience - everything connects
back to community and sustainability.”

Warwick’s Christmas Lights organises the

Small Business Saturday Christmas Fun Day in
partnership with The Myton Hospices. The event
brings together local makers and families for fes-
tive celebrations at The Court House. .

The event represents more than just another
craft fair for Nikki, it’s a chance to directly sup-
port her former colleagues and the cause she
cares deeply about, while showing what her
patients’ guidance inspired her to create.

She said: “I listened to what they told me, and
now I get to use what I've built to support the
care they received and that others will receive.
That feels like the right way to honour their
memory.”

Former physiotherapist at the Myton
Hospices, Nikki Woolvine, will be support-
ing the charity through her art.

* % % % A
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LIVERPOOL
& SOUTHPORT

Departing Mon 23 Mar ‘26

centre, The Beatles connections and much more.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby

& breakfast
¢/ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

Join us for a wonderful short break to the vibrant city of
Liverpool where there’s plenty to explore - from its glorious
maritime history and rejuvenated dockside to its bustling city

¢/ 4 nights at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool (JG2 rating) with dinner

HISTORIC DURHAM,

BEAMISH & CAPTAIN COOK’S WHITBY
Departing Thu 30 Apr ‘26

We enjoy a host of historically-themed excursions on this
wonderful exploration of the North East. From Whitby to

the fascinating open-air living museum of Beamish and the
beautiful city of Durham, this break offers the perfect chance

to journey into the past.

dinner & breakfast

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby
¢/ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Middlesbrough (JG3 rating) with

THE CORONATION STREET
EXPERIENCE

Departing Sat 2 May ‘26

Immerse yourself in the world of Corrie on our two-day break
to visit Coronation Street: The Tour! The new exhibition hall
features original costumes and iconic props, along with replica
interiors of the Rovers Return, The Dobbs’ and Roy’s Rolls.

3
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SO MUCH INCLUDED...
SO MUCH INCLUDED... v/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

Overnight stay at a selected hotel in the North West area (JG2
rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Free time in Liverpool
¢/ Excursion to Southport
Optional excursion to Chester (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach OI/L@ 5299

Single Supplement £100

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514

are free within inclusive minutes package e standard

¢/ Excursions to Durham, Beamish Living Museum & Whitby

5 Days by Coach am@ £389

Single Supplement £120

or visit us online at

H justgohols

- 0sG justgoholidays.com/OSG

MediaCityUK, Manchester

v
v/ Admission to The Coronation Street Experience at
v

En-route visit to Liverpool

2 Days by Coach on@ £159

Single Supplement £30
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Special event turns the spotlight
on our ‘wonderful foster carers’

‘WONDERFUL’ foster carers in
‘Warwickshire have been honoured.

‘Warwickshire Fostering hosted its annual
Celebration Event to recognise the contribu-
tions of the county’s foster carers.

The celebrations at Old Shire Hall in
‘Warwick brought together fostering fami-
lies, new applicants, and council officials to
highlight successes, share inspiring stories,
and appeal for more foster carers.

New awards were handed out to 14
Children of Foster Carers from the Charity
‘Evelyn’s Gift’, acknowledging the vital role
they play in welcoming children into their
homes.

Three sibling groups were awarded prizes
for their incredible kindness and understand-
ing, welcoming children into their family and
helping them feel a sense of belonging.

The honour of ‘Foster Carer of the Year’
was awarded to Jayne and Craig for their
11 years of commitment, offering a safe,
secure, and permanent home to three young
people who will stay with them into adult-
hood and beyond.

The couple said: “For us, fostering is
extremely rewarding; being able to watch a
young child, who is often broken, go from
strength to strength in all aspects of their
life. Yes, there are challenges that present
themselves along the way, but the rewards
far out way these.

“The advice, support and training that
is offered to us enables us to be the best
version of ourselves, which in turn gives
our foster children the best opportunities
in life.

“We would encourage anybody who is
curious about fostering, to seek advice

and make those first steps by contacting
Warwickshire County Council Fostering.”

Other accolades included the ‘Award for
Working with the team around the child’
given to Elinor and April, the ‘Award for
providing Support for other foster carers’ to
Joy, and the ‘Advocating for a child’ award
for Alida and Ryan.

Other highlights included long-service
awards recognising commitment from ten
to 30 years.

A central theme of the evening was the
need to recruit more foster carers — par-
ticularly for teenagers and siblings — across
the county, where there are currently 797
children in care.

Speaking at the event, Rebecca Clifford,
Manager of the Warwickshire Fostering
Recruitment Team, said: “There are lots of
myths around who can be a foster carer.
People assume they need to be superheroes
or a perfect 2.4 children family. I can honest-
ly say we have the most wonderful, diverse
bunch of foster carers in Warwickshire.

“We are looking for people with love to
give, with understanding that children who
have been through tough experiences may
find life tricky — and a spare room certainly
helps.

“To anyone thinking of taking the leap,
my team are available to talk you through
the different options available to suit every
lifestyle.”

Those  considering fostering in
Warwickshire are invited to Warwickshire
Fostering’s final online information event
for this year on December 10 at 7pm.

Visit fostering.warwickshire.gov.uk for
more information.

Left to right:
Supervision
and Support
Fostering
Social
Worker Alex,
with Foster
Carer of the
Year award
winners
Jayne and
Craig.

lots to think about.

wcs-care.co.uk [ /wescare

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help. CROUP

carehome.co.uk

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

CARE HOME

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with

Four Ways,
Leamington Spa
Sycamores,
Leamington Spa

07802 728443

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

Registered charity number 1012788

Woodside Care Village, Warwick
Castle Brook, Kenilworth

07802 728447

B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk
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Why it might help

to unwrap a more .

realistic Christmas‘

A WELLBEING expert has advised Brits to
keep their plans for the festive season ‘real-
istic’ to avoid pre-Christmas anxiety.

With statistics showing over two in five Brits
have felt stressed during the festive season,
Lynn Crilly (https:/lynncrilly.com), the author
of Hope with Depression, has put together a
plan to help people cope with the additional
pressures the season brings.

She said: “One in four of us have said we
struggle with anxiety or depression at this time
of year.

“These feelings are especially common
amongst those who are unemployed, divorced or
widowed, which is most likely to be linked to the
marketing images of the ‘perfect Christmas’.

“So it may be the most wonderful time of year
for some people, but it may be the worst time
of year for others as they find Christmas and the
holiday season extremely stressful and difficult.

“The festive period comes with many pres-
sures: having more social commitments than
usual, apprehension over family get-togethers
or the temptation to overindulge in food and or
drink, let alone the added anxiety of how you
are going to pay for all of this.

“We are constantly bombarded with the pic-
ture-perfect Christmas, but for many of us, this
is far from reality.

“It is important not to get taken in by too
many of these unrealistic images, which can

leave you with feelings of inadequacy and low
self-esteem.

“Christmas, whatever you're doing and who-
ever you are with, is meant to be a time of
peace, rest and relaxation for everyone includ-
ing you.

“If you are experiencing high levels of anxi-
ety from worrying about the weeks ahead, you
may find that planning ahead to help to try and
reduce some added pressures on you.”

Keep your expectations realistic

Try not to get too caught up in what you think
the Christmas holidays are meant to look and
feel like. If you are constantly comparing your
festivities to a perfect shop picture, you will
more than likely come short. Don’t worry about
what everyone else is doing, do what is right
for you and at a realistic level for your financial
pocket to.

Do Something Different

If you are fed up at the prospect of doing
the same thing that you did last year, the year
before that and the year before that, try some-
thing new.

Last year, we had a barbecue on Christmas
Day and it was great fun and we all enjoyed mix-
ing the day and the food up a bit, so much so we

have decided to do it again this year.
Forget what is not important

Don’t run yourself ragged making sure all
the decorations are up, everyone has a thought
out gift, exciting food or trying to meet up with
people just because it is Christmas. None of this
is important. What really matters is you and
the people you love. Focus on time, by which I
mean good quality time including time set out
for you.

Volunteer

While we all may be feeling overwhelmed
with our to do list, it may be worth just think-
ing about doing something nice for someone
less fortunate than you. Whether it is taking
someone shopping, keeping an older person

3t
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Brits have been advised
to keep their plans

for the festive season
‘realistic’ to avoid pre-
Christmas anxiety.

company for an hour or even volunteering at
a soup kitchen, it is a well-known fact that we
always feel better when we have done some-
thing positive for someone else and made their
life a bit better.

Ask for help

Asking for help is a sign or strength not weak-
ness. We all need help at some point in our lives,
whether it be from family, friends or a profes-
sional. Please don't hesitate to reach out. Don’t
think that because it’s Christmas you shouldn’t
feel anxious — and the data shows that you are
not alone.

The Charity Sane have a helpline that is open
365 days a year from 4pm -10pm 0300 304
7000

Royal Star

5 ~ & Garter

Join us at our

Day Care Service

Care with courage

Come and enjoy a FREE taster session*

Attending a free taster session* is the perfect way to
experience what our Day Care Service offers to those
who have served in the UK Armed Forces. Including
Reserve and National Service veterans and partners.

Our Day Care Service:

* Making new friends and connections in a warm and
homely setting

« Enjoying engaging activities, days out and entertainment
¢ A delicious home-cooked lunch

¢ Welcoming veterans and partners living with
early-stage dementia

Join us on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 10am to 4pm at Royal Star and Garter,
Tudor Coppice, Monkspath Hall Road, Solihull B91 3DE.

We’re looking forward to welcoming you soon -
don’t forget to book the free taster session*.

*One FREE taster session per person.
Offer applies to veterans and partners, |
subject to availability.

Registered Charity No. 210119

Get in touch:
Call 0808 281 5068, or email enquiries@starandgarter.org
or fill in the form on www.starandgarter.org
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Making some real gains when it
trees

comes to choosing artificial

THERE’S something spe-
cial about the moment the
Christmas tree goes up, as it
marks the start of the festive
season and transforms a home
with instant warmth and spar-
kle.

For many households, an artifi-
cial tree is the ideal choice, offer-
ing all the beauty of a real fir with-
out the need for ongoing care, but
remaining the focal point of the
home. The team at British Garden
Centres has put together some
expert advice on how to select the
best artificial Christmas tree for
your home this year.

Measure your space first

Before you even begin browsing,
measure both the height and width
of the area in the room where
your tree will stand. Leave enough
clearance from the ceiling for your
tree topper and ensure there’s
room to move around the base
comfortably.

Plain Trees

A timeless choice, these trees
provide the perfect blank canvas
for your creativity. Whether you
prefer a minimalist Nordic look or
a traditional palette of gold and
red, a plain artificial tree allows
you to create a design that reflects
your own festive style.

Pre-Lit LED Trees

For those who want to skip the
time-consuming task of untangling
fairy lights, pre-lit LED trees make
decorating easy. The built-in lights
are evenly spaced for a profes-
sional finish and include energy-
efficient LED bulbs that stay cool
and last for years.

Frosted & Snowy Trees

Frosted and snowy artificial
trees have become a firm favourite
because they instantly create a
stunning, romantic “winter won-
derland” aesthetic right in the
home, capturing the beauty of a
fresh snowfall without any mess.
The white snow effect branches
serve as a neutral yet effective
backdrop that makes both colour-
ful and metallic decorations pop
brilliantly.

Quality makes a difference

A high-quality artificial Christmas
tree should look realistic and last
for many years. Pay attention to
details such as branch texture,
needle type, and the number of
tips, as these features contribute
to a fuller, more natural shape.

Add the finishing touches

Once your tree is up, start by
taking the time to fluff out each
branch for an even, full appear-
ance, which is crucial for the wow
factor this Christmas. Then you
can choose a decoration theme

that ties in beautifully with your
home’s interior. Finally, don’t for-
get the finishing touch of a tree
skirt or base cover to seamlessly
complete the display.

Storage and reuse

One of the biggest advantages of
choosing an artificial tree is that
it can be used year after year. To
keep it looking its best, store it in a
cool, dry place away from sunlight
when Christmas comes to an end,
like a loft or garage. Many trees
come with boxes, or you can opt
for a purpose-made bag to protect
them from dust and moisture.

Amy Stubbs, Managing Director
at British Garden Centres, said:
“Choosing the right Christmas tree
is about more than just looks,
it’s about creating a warm and
welcoming atmosphere for your
home.

“Our Fern Christmas range offers
something for every space and
style, from classic plain trees to
stunning pre-lit and pre-decorated
options. We pride ourselves on
helping customers find a tree that
will bring joy and festive spirit for
many seasons to come.”

Garden Centres has put
together some expert advice
on how to select the best arti-
ficial Christmas tree for your
home this year.

A Long Walk With Fate

The exciting new novel from Solihull native Liz Torlée (formerly Liz Green)

LOVE, BETRAYAL, SUSPENSE,
FATE, KARMA

... the perfect gift for the holidays!

“A novel that weaves universal themes of love, forgiveness, and belonging into a fast-paced narrative.”
Author Janet Trull, The End of the Line
“An engrossing story that crisscrosses the globe with three closely linked but disparate families, and
their relationships, travails and treacheries.”
Author Michelle Alfano, The Unfinished Dollhouse

Liz Torlée

Check out this and Liz’s other novels at:
www.LizTorlee.com
Available through Amazon and Waterstones and
your neighbourhood bookstore
Published by Blue Denim Press

Liz Torlée

Liz Torlée
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
1. Private (12) 1. Revokes (12)
EASY 7. Let (5) 2. Sick (3)
1 4 5|8 8. Watery (5) 3. Enelopol)
4. Reduced to a
9. Small child (3
83 5 g toallenliei®) synopsis (9)
718 2 3 10. Impostor (9) 5. Ward off (5)
5715 5 9 11. Modern (6) 6. Broadcast (12)
9 117 6 12. Current (6) 7. Caper (5)
15. Postponed (9) 10. Director of
hestra (9
1 6 2 3 17. Donkey (3) 15 ::rc .e r(;;)( )
. Frecise
64 91 2 18. Leeway (5) VI, S 1)
5 9 19. Implied (5) 16. Sap (5)
o5 4 3 21. Reproof (12) 20. Tin (3)
20
HARD g0 ?
7 5
8|6 39
2 3
8 714 2
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
1 8 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
17789 gives a bird with webbed feet;
2 95 7 DARK 134592  gives a second bird with webbed feet;
9 3 Challenge 96592  gives a third bird with webbed feet.
9 8 4 7 Very poor quality 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9
1 9 Eat dinner
TR CODEWORD
PATH FI N DER i This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
T— — : Sea motion with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each SIDE words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

British Single of the Year winners

[HIPAUPTNFNGSSPEE
UNREFOWUAELDNUD
MAKLIOENPOYTAOO
REVIENMKUUENISF
WAELEEOCGIVTELA
NNREVNNNALDERWX
ABACENOGROVLLHI
BEFKOOEVESEAFET
UFORGDNAHKYFLER
LITEBUOTWXTTAVY
HEUAGIYMAEOUGERB
LLSTDRSEKYMOTDO
OWEENLSORLDOUYW
OEMAAMKWTESHTSA
NLEHCRAEHLUROTN

Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

one 9-letter word to be foun

C
U

d.

A
T

How you rate
15 words: average
25 words: good

5%

35 words: very good
40 or more: excellent.

1 16 13 25 17
il SN
il Hdd @ EEE
il IaEE &
5 21 13 16
A
Bl il
. A d 3§ BN

[
HlEEEEEE &
M -
il dEEE & B
bl @ Jdd A
HldNEE HNEN
25 21 i I

N<XS<C-HWVWFOTVOZErX-—=IOTMmMUA®E
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1and 12 British hostage released by his captors,
Islamic Jihad, in 1991 (4,8)
4 Dipterous insect whose larvae are endoparasites
of cattle (6,3)
8 Trousers made of blue-coloured, twilled cotton (6)
9and2 The --- -, words by John Gay set to
popular tunes of the day (7,5)
10 See26
12 Seel
16 Jewish state, bordering the Mediterranean,
established in 1948 (6)
17 Seel3
18  Clumps or small hillocks of grass, sedge, etc. (8)
21 According to J Milton Hayes, “There's a broken-
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‘Sa|j1y L1 HqQOH 01 ‘yie £ 1ebp3 9 ‘Buiypealg G 1sap  peteN € e1ad0 7 :NMOQ
'3pIS 8 ‘peaqhain £z ‘sewoy) 9z ‘sodoidy Gz ‘maie) |z ‘sypossn| 8| 19|Ing £ |
‘oess| 91, “Ayued 71 Apieq 01 ‘s ebibag 6 ‘swiuaq 8 Ay 3jquem v ‘uyor | :SS0¥IV
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“uoajauLIey) euLie) ‘spi9 pu3 19 ‘ofjaH ‘nyineag noj saxely 3SOIANYYD
1eyM ‘X3 AN 0330 In0YS ‘plIop 3Y3 3|ny 0} syuep Apoghiang 1oul
“Bejd aMYM 'xefay ‘[[eyfxs ‘2n07 pajurel punos jo paads IN
‘sjabuy ‘dn noA 9AID eULOD JaABN ‘POOD) 10} YDRg ‘BqRuUBA
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hearted woman tends the grave of Mad - * (5) S (R9TEST
25 Inreference to, talking of (7) e N S IRl S L -
' 9=91 =61 'N=v1 V=€l 8=l =11 'Z=01 9IS ‘Ip!L
26.and 10 Across  Author of novels of Wessex life, '¥=6 'M=8 D=L '3=9 A=S ‘0=r N=€ 'X=T 'H=1 ‘aul] ‘auig ‘auq ‘aseq “yieq
including Tess of the D'Urbervilles (6,5) piomapo) J9ppe]
27 Anold man, or a kind of stoneware jug (9)
28 See Down 9|€|6|S|L|e|8|L|Y L E[8]|P[L]9]S|2C|6
Llv|L|€]|8|6[S|2|9 7|6/9|8|S|2|} L€
DOWN 8le|s|olv|L]|E[L]6 zls|z]|L|6lel8|v|9
2 See9 10 Gnomelike creature in novels by JRR 19 Part of a boot or shoe (5) HIL]€]B|9|G1B Ve 8lL|€lc|y 6]9|S|}
3 Awater nymph of Greek mythology (5) Tolkien (6) 20 See4Down 6/9(8|v|c|E|1|S|L Gl9|v|L|L|8]E|6|C
4,28and 20 Musical by Leonard Bemstein, 11 Firearms with spirally-grooved barrels (6) 5, purgative, bitter drug produced from the ¢|G|v|L|6]}H]9/8]€ 6/1cl9/ €S|, 8¥
with lyrics by Stephen Sondheim (4.4,5) 13"’”"ﬂ17 P’E!e“!'eem'“'”g,sfl‘j‘l"keﬁ"s' juice of a plant (5 elele[t]z][9]r]6]s clz|+|6|8|L]v]9]s
5 Making things whiter than white? (9) 1 CZT;E'rrgfatI::gr;ztc)guwrsl)ee\t’\I;Lei(or'alzge 23 Large heavily-built antelope with spirally S|L|Z|6|€|V]|C|9|8 L|y|6|G|9|}L]|2 €8
6 Son of Gloucester in King Lear (5) and green (6) twisted horns (5) v|6/9[2|S/8|Z/€|}L 9/8|G|€(2|¥|6]}LL
7 Deciduous, coniferous tree yielding bark 15 Vegetable of two different kinds, the 24 Upright post in the framing of lath-and- pley fiseg
used in tanning (5) globe and the Jerusalem (9) plaster walls (4) nyopns
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Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES
==l

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

D20160 COALPIT LANE, WOLVEY
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from B41120
Withybrook Road.

Balcombe Road, Rugby — No Waiting at any Time

South side, from its junction with Fareham Avenue, westwards for
13 metres

South side, from a point 65 metres west of its junction with Fareham
Avenue, westwards for 35 metres

South side, from a point 173 metres west of its junction with

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching & works,
08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 10 December 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 10 December 2025.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

FOXONS BARN ROAD, BROWNSOVER, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

Order Commences: 8 December 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 9 December 2025.

Access & Diversion: Foxons Barn Road, Hawlands and vice versa.
Contractor: Omnis Highways Solutions, Tel: 01724 786 286.

Road, for 38 metres
Charter Road, Rugby — No Waiting at any Time
Both sides, from its junction with Balcombe Road, southwards for
16 metres
Fareham Avenue, Rugby — No Waiting at any Time
West side, from a point 13 metres south of its junction with Balcome
Road, northwards for 38 metres
Heath Way, Rugby — No Waiting at any Time
Both sides, from its junction with Balcombe Road, southwards for
16 metres
King Edward Road, Rugby - Partial Footway Parking - Limited
Waiting 1 Hour No Return 2 Hours Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Except
Permit Holders (R1)
East side, from a point 30 metres north of its junction with Albert

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

CHAPEL STREET, LONG LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable new water connection works.

Order Commences: 22 December 2025 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 24 December 2025.

Access & Diversion: Chapel Street, Cross Street, Main Street,
West Street and vice versa.

Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 01332 820 920.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and

egress from properties and land situated adjacent to the length of

road to be closed will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access

will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further

details of our current & planned roadworks visit our website
gov. or call us 01926 412515.

Street, for 84 metres

East side, from a point 8 metres south of its junction with Manor
Road, southwards for 39 metres

King Edward Road, Rugby — Disabled Badge Holders Only

East side, from a point 47 metres south of its junction with Manor
Road, southwards for 6.6 metres

Lime Tree Avenue, Rugby — No Waiting at any Time

North side, from a point 40 metres west of its junction with Alwyn
Road westwards for 24 metres

South side, from a point 40 metres west of its junction with Alwyn
Road westwards for 34 metres

Oliver Street, Rugby — No Waiting at any Time

North side, from its junction with Dale Street, westwards for
12 metres

Worcester Street — Limited Waiting 2 Hours No Return 4 Hours
Mon-Sat 8am-8pm Except Permit Holders (R1)

Both sides, from point 10 metres west of its junction with Newbold
Road, westwards for 102 metres.

Street — R1 Additional Permit Eligibility

WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (BOROUGH OF RUGBY)
N

IVIL ENF N EA) (WAITING RESTRI
N STREET PARKING PLACES & RESIDENTS’ PARKIN
(CONSOLIDATION) (VARIATION M) ORDER 2025
Warwickshire County Council has made the above-named Order,
pursuant to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of
which is to vary the existing Warwickshire County Council (Borough
of Rugby) (Civil Enforcement Area) (Waiting Restrictions, On Street
Parking Places & Residents’ Parking) (Consolidation) Order 2017 (as
varied) as described in the Schedule below. The Order commences
on Tuesday 9 December 2025.
A copy of the Order, together with a copy of the Order being varied,
and a statement of the Council’s reasons for proposing to make the
Order, are available to view at Shire Hall, Market Place, Warwick,
and online on the Council’'s website at https://www.warwickshire.
gov.uk/news/20208/rugby-borough
Any enquiries relating to the Order may be sent by email to pmc@
warwickshire.gov.uk Any person who desires to question the validity
of the Order or of any provision contained therein on the grounds that
it is not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation
Act 1984, or on the grounds that any requirement of that Act or of
any instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation
to the Order may within six weeks from the date of the making of the
Order apply to the High Court for this purpose.

SCHEDULE

along the public highway)
jti i | i
Barter Place, Rugby — both sides, for its entire length
Drover Close, Rugby — both sides, for its entire length
No Waiting At Any Time (Restri Parking Zone Si
Gavel Drive, Rugby — Both sides, for its entire length
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4R

Worcester Street — All properties
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
e

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

A425 LEAMINGTON ROAD & BANBURY ROAD.
SOUTHAM

Order Effect: Traffic will be prohibited from making
a Right Turn from A425 Leamington Road onto
Banbury Road and also from Banbury Road onto
A425 Leamington Road.

Reason for Order: For public safety while works on
the new Aldi development are in progress.

Order Commences: 1 December 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 23 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Leamington Road, Warwick
Road, Warwick Street, Oxford Street, Banbury Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: Fitzgerald Contractors Ltd, Tel: 01213
260 402.

CROWN STREET, HARBURY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable replacement
of a decayed telegraph pole.

Order Commences: 12 December 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 12 December 2025.
Access & Diversion: Crown Street, Hall Lane, Ufton
Road, Bush Heath Road, Vicarage Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Core Highways, Tel: 03300 169 688.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
or call us 01926 412515.

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
(BOROUGH OF RUGBY) (CIVIL ENFORCEMENT AREA)
(WAITING RESTRICTIONS, ON-STREET PARKING PLACES
AND RESIDENTS’ PARKING) (CONSOLIDATION) (VARIATION NO.
9) (PART) ORDER 2025
Warwickshire County Council has made the above named Order,
pursuant to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which
will be to vary the existing Warwickshire County Council (Borough
0f Rugby) (Civil Area) (Waiting F icti On-Street
Parking Places And Residents’ Parking) (Consolidation) Order 2017,
as described (by approximate measurements) in the Schedule 1
below. The proposals described in Schedule 2 below have been
withdrawn. The Order will commence on 10th December 2025.
Exceptions to any waiting restrictions described in the Schedule
below will permit waiting for the purposes of picking up and
setting down passengers, loading and unloading goods, for vehicles
displaying a disabled person's badge and in connection with the
maintenance of the road and the supply of gas, water or electricity.
A copy of the Order, together with a copy of an Order to be varied
and a statement of the Council’s reasons for making the Order are
available to view at Shire Hall, Market Place, Warwick, and online
on the Council's website at https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
news/20208/rugby-borough
Any enquiries can be sent by email to pmc@warwickshire.gov.uk
. Any person who desires to question the validity of the Order or of
any provision contained in it on the grounds that it is not within the
powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the
grounds that any requirement of that Act or of any instrument made
under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order may
within six weeks from the date of the making of the Order apply to
the High Court for this purpose.
SCHEDULE 1
Additional Residents parking zone R2 eligibility

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
(BOROUGH OF RUGBY) (CIVIL ENFORCEMENT AREA)
AND RESIDENTS’ PARKING) (CONSOLIDATION)
(VARIATION NO. 8) ORDER 2025
Warwickshire County Council has made the above-named Order,
pursuant to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of
which is to vary the existing Warwickshire County Council (Borough
Of Rugby) (Civil Enforcement Area) (Waiting Restrictions, On-Street
Parkmg Places And Resments Parking) (Consolldatlon) Order 2017,
(by in the Schedule below.
The Order commences on Monday 8 December 2025.
A copy of the Order, together with a copy of an Order being varied,
plans showing the lengths of road affected and a statement of the
Council’s reasons for making the Order are available to view at Shire
Hall, Market Place, Warwick, and online on the Councnl s websne at
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/ gl gh
Any enquiries relating to the Order may be sent by email to
pmc@warwickshire.gov.uk Any person who desires to question the
validity of the Order or of any provision contained therein on the
grounds that it is not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic
Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that any requirement of that
Act or of any instrument made under it has not been complied with
in relation to the Order may within six weeks from the date of the
making of the Order apply to the High Court for this purpose.

SCHEDULE
Adams Street, Rugby — No Waiting at any Time
Both sides, from a point 80 metres north of its junction with Lawford
Road, northwards for 4 metres

C Street (even numbers 2 to 102 inclusive, including
numbers 1 to 6 Cambridge Court)
SCHEDULE 2
Withdrawn Proposals
Proposed Limited Waiting
(Mon to Sat between 8am and 8pm —
Waiting Limited to 2 hours, no return within 4 hours)
(Except for Zone R2 Permit Holders)
Cambridge Street, Rughy
East side, from a point 22 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 18 metres
East side, from a point 51 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 25 metres
East side, from a point 88 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 19 metres
East side, from a point 118 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 135 metres
East side, from a point 260 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 60 metres
West side, from a point 24 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 38 metres
West side from a point 72 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 55 metres
West side from a point 136 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 185 metres
West side from a point 326 metres north of its junction with Clifton
Road, northwards for 13 metres
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 04 Dec 2025

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,
Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 04 Dec 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
E—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D478 GEORGE STREET, NEW ARLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Gun Hill to island at Ransome Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway/structural patching
and associated works, 09.30hrs - 15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 8 December 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 8 December 2025.
Access & Diversion: Ransome Road, Gunhill and
vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
D20980 CRAVEN AVENUE & D21010 FERNDALE
ROAD, BINLEY WOODS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Court Leet to Daneswood Road.

Reason for Order: Structural patching and associated
works, 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 9 December 2025 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 December 2025.
Access & Diversion: Craven Avenue, Woodlands
Road, Heather Road, Ferndale Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 04 Dec 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
[

Department for Transport

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
ACT 1990

The secretary of state hereby gives notice of
the proposal to make an Order under section
247 of the above Act to authorise the stopping
up of an irregular shaped area of highway to
the east of Castle Mound Way comprising a
length of Castle Mound Way at Rugby in the
Borough of Rugby.

If the order is made, the stopping up will be
authorised only to enable development as
permitted by Rugby Borough Council under
reference R22/0551.

Copies of the draft order and relevant plan
will be available for inspection during normal
opening hours at Rugby Borough Council,
Town Hall, Evreux Way, Rugby, CV21 2RR in
the 28 days commencing on 5 December 2025,
and may be obtained, free of charge, from
the Secretary of State (quoting NATTRAN/
‘WM/S247/6110) at the address stated below.

Any person may object to the making of
the proposed order by stating their reasons
in writing to the Secretary of State at
nationalcasework@dft.gov.uk or National
Transport Casework Team, PO Box 1393,
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE99 5FQ, quoting
the above reference. Objections should be
received by midnight on 2 January 2026.
You are advised that your personal data
and correspondence will be passed to the
applicant/agent to enable your objection
to be considered. If you do not wish your
personal data to be forwarded, please state
your reasons when submitting your objection.

N Crass, Casework Manager

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Application Number R25/0757

ST ANDREWS PARISH CHURCH,
CHURCH STREET, RUGBY, CV2I 3PT
Installation of ground based lighting in
churchyard

This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Members of the public may inspect copies of the
ion, the plans and
with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby CV21 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday until 28
December 2025. Please note a planning officer
'would not be present.
If you wish to make an appointment to discuss
the application, please contact the case officer.

Any person who wishes to make repr

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

MARGARET PEARL RUSSELL
(otherwise Pear Russel)Deceased
Pursuant o the Trustee Act 1925 any
personshaving acam againstora nerest
In the Esate of the above named, lte of 41
Norton Leys, Rugby, Warwickshire, (V22
SR, who ded on 111072025, arereqied
o end witen patirs ere o e
undersigned on or before 06/02/2026, after
which date the Estate wil be distibuted
having regard only o he ciims andinterests

of which hey have had notce.

BRETHERTONS LLP,
Manguemmzamnm Rughy,
Warvickshir,

88988S LgGH0 120 5SHeApE 0L

to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online -
'www.planningportal.rugby.co.uk (search for
application number and select comment) - or in
writing by that date to The Chief Officer Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.

If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at:
www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any
representations made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.
Nicola Smith

Chief Officer — Growth and Investment
MRTPI
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Keeping you up to date with all the
. latest information on
| Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....
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Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A NEW
PREMISES LICENSE UNDER THE
LICENSCING ACT 2003
Notice is hereby given that EARLSDON CARNEGIE!
COMMUNITY LIBRARY has applied to Coventry City:
Council for a NEW PREMISES LICENSE for EARLSDON
CARNEGIE COMMUNITY LIBRARY, Earlsdon Avenue

North, Earlsdon, Coventry, CV5 6FZ

To provide: The supply and sales of alcohol on the|
premises, Monday 19:00-22-30, Tuesday 18:30-22-30,
Wednesday 18:30-22-30, Thursday 18:30-22-30,
Friday 18:30-22-30, Saturday 13:00- 22:30, Sunday)
13:00- 22:30

Any person wishing to lodge a representation
concerning this application may write to :

Licensing Authority, The council House, Earl street,
Coventry, CV15RR

Or send an e mail to: licensing@coventry.gov.uk

The application may be viewed during office hours at the
above address and further information may be available
at www.coventry.gov.uk on the public register.

Any representation relating to this application must be
made in writing to the Licensing Authority by: MIDNIGHT]|
22nd DECEMBER 2025

Please note it is an offence to knowingly or recklessly to
make a false statement in connection with an
application. The maximum fine on summary conviction is
unlimited.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Wayne and Tiah Solutions LTD of 26 Kimberley|
Road, Rugby, England, CV21 2SU is applying for a|
Hgv operators licence to use Zone B B2| Mitchell
Potatoes Ltd Boots farm Bourton on D e

SALES & WANTS

MISCELLANEOUS
[

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline  chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

THREE scater sofa
and matching
armchair, extremely
comfortable £50.00
07941298266

MISCELLANEOUS
——

SMALL TV Oak
Effect Corner Unit
As New - Whitnash

MISCELLANEOUS
[——

FREE new
condition Marcy
rowing machine get

as

Area  £50  ono fit in the New Year
07879015716 07706092175
M A HOGANY|MOBILITY Scooter

Sideboard 3 drawers,
3 cupboards 940H
x 1270L x 480D.
Good Condition
£80 ono (Whitnash)
07879015716

TWO  abbey light
oak, double door
wardrobe with three
drawers

Excellent condition
little used 4 wheel
type folds for car,
battery £200 collect
01608 664874
KIDNEY shaped
dressing table and
stool Excellent
condition £75
07743929558

MISCELLANEOUS
—

MAMAS &  Papas,
large rocking
horse on wooden
frame. Very good
condition (collection
only) £60.00. Tel:
07934132759

BLACK wrought iron
ornate slimline wall
mirror. Decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide
approx: £6.00. Tel:
07934132759

WANTED
—

Engine
Video
Recorder gwo
£2000 5 tread
wooden step ladder
£10.00 07941298266
WHITE storage heater
for sale 2ft x 3linches
width. £160 ONO
Good condition
07927418770
CUGGL travel cot for
sale grey g c spare

SONY Smart
VHS

Rugby CV23 90Q as an operating centre for 2
HGV vehicles and | trailers.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that|
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their rea-
sons, within 21 days of this notice. Representors
must at the same time send a copy of their repre-
sentations to the applicant at the address given at
the top of this notice.

A Guide to Making Representations is available at|
'www.gov.uk/object-hgv-operator-licence.

for gr ents
with mattress
100x74x74. £20
Phone 01788840581
SET of 14 LH Golf
Clubs and Bag
- Clubs in Good
_Condition - Ping,

TAYLOR Made,
Gallaway, King
Cobra £175
ono (Whitnash)
07819015716

JOHN  Lewis, air
fryer still boxed,
£20 Redditch
01527542507

FUNERA ECTOR

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
=

Henry Ison & Sons

Funeral Directors

Established 1907

Creating a funeral
as unique as your
Loved One

We are here to
support and guide
you. Caring for
families of all faiths.

24 Hour Personal Care

02476 997 811

Spa and Kenilworth

Branches in Coventry, Leamington

'l
henryison.co.uk .I Funeral Partners @

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

-

Advertise them in

Observer
‘Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or
alternatively email your free ad to; fi

"
1| |Free Lineage (items upto value £500)
¥ Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

I (MAX 15 WORDS)

ds@bulli

ETHING TO

ELL

Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)

dia.com
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CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING

DOUBLE G
REPAIRS

cks, Hinges, Handles, Glas
Windows or Doors

New Doors/Windows

\Iso Supplied/Fitted

3 200 623

DRIVEWAYS
—

GOVENTRY DRIVEWAYS

* Block paving * Slabs * Porcelain Tiles & Sandstone Kits

Fencing * Gravel » Turf & Artificial Grass
« Decking, Steps and more
7 Years Warranty on all projects

ent only after completion
02476 278438 07740 101227
www.spanglefish.com/coventrydriveways

extra cash
and make
someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items

If your item is valued at
£500 or less —its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

But if you want your
advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in
a boxed advertisement

1
1
1 1 ¢
1 1 for just
1 1 9
' T A £5.75 (inc vat)
§ Details (Not for Publication): 1
1 N Initials Surname 1 CE
I Addres: | 3 PIE
1 ! SUITE
: Postcode : brown leather,
p Tt Mobile I perfief:t
1 Email: 1 condition
I 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £..........ccccoervrernnnns | as new
1 or alternatively 1
I please debit my card for £ Delta : £
1 Credit Card Number i can deliver
1 B e SR ; I Telephone
§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if 1 10234 567890
: Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, :
Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisement to .
1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com 1 (£5.75 incVAT example
P P P N R boxed advertisement)

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing ¢ Fencing
* Gardening ¢ Flooring * Kitchens
* Bathrooms ¢ Carpentry * Flat pack
furniture
¢ Tiling * Painting

02476 443 996
07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE

S.W
INSTALLATIO
Kitchen

KITCHENS
_—

NS
&

WANT A JOB
WELL DONE?

Check out our
Classified pages!
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Motoring

www.carfinder247.co.uk

TELEPHONE O

FOR SALE: The Mightiest MINI of Them All

(MINI 5-Door Hatch ¢ 1.6 One * Manual * Petrol * Black * 84,329 miles
* Registered March 2013)
Behold the BEST. CAR. EVER. Yes, it’s MINI in size... but MEGA in attitude.

This sleek black hatchback has been loved, cherished, adored, and routinely
reassured that it is, in fact, “the best car ever.” It now seeks a new human with
great taste... someone who appreciates style, personality, and looking
effortlessly cool in any neighbourhood.

* MINI car. MAX charm.
* SMALL size. BIG Personality.
 Tiny footprint. Huge fun.
* 1598 cc of “heck yes.”
* Best car ever? Yep.
The Juicy Facts
* Mileage: 84,329 miles of joyful adventuring
* Fuel type: Petrol (the classic, the original, the vibe)
* Engine size: 1598 cc of eager oomph
* Body type: Hatchback (the most practical of the cuties)
* Colour: Black — slimming, stylish, never goes out of fashion
 Transmission: Manual — for people who actually enjoy
driving
* First registered: March 2013, a vintage of distinction
Looking for a Good Home
This MINI has been treated like royalty (friendly royalty,
not the stiff-upper-lip kind). It deserves someone who will
appreciate its beauty, nurture its zoom, and maybe even
give it a cool name like “Sir Mini III” or “Lil’ Thunder.”
What You Get
* A car that fits everywhere
* he joy of knowing you've chosen the fun... and AWESOME
option
A car that parks anywhere (experience others watch you in
envy) ;
* A dashboard that makes you feel happy everytime you look
at it.
* A driving experience best described as “WHEEEEEE!”
¢ The smug satisfaction of having the best taste in town! : Gl
If you want a car that’s fun, friendly, frugal, and full of character, then
congratulations — your search ends here.

Fully Serviced and maintained, taxed and MOT to March 26
£4,000
07889 016452

DM me. Take it for a spin. Fall in love. Drive away smiling.
Only good homes need apply.

=
L |

6 451900 FACSIMILE O
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Double award
for the KIA PV5

THE Kia PV5 Cargo has been named

both the ‘Van of the Year’ and
‘Compact Van of the Year’ at the
2026 What Van? Awards.

The What Van? Awards celebrate the best
brands, products and businesses in the LCV
industry, with a glamourous awards event
hosted at the London Hilton Bankside hotel.
Awards are evaluated by a distinguished panel
of independent experts from across the UK
LCV sector.

The PV5 Cargo was praised for its sophis-
ticated design and strong single-charge driv-
ing range, while also earning high marks for
comfort, precise steering, cabin quietness and
overall drivability. It also received a perfect
10/10 score in a separate review published by
‘What Van?, the only electric LCV to achieve
this year-to-date.

Paul Philpott, President & CEO of Kia UK
said: “Winning ‘Van of the Year’ at the What
Van? Awards is a tremendous endorsement
for the PV5 that arrives just as the very first
units arrive in the UK.

“We believe PV5 sets new benchmarks for
the industry, thanks to its flexible platform,
advanced electrified powertrain, and great
value for customers.

“We are immensely proud of this new prod-
uct, and our new UK network of dedicated
PBV dealerships will lead the way in dem-
onstrating its strengths to customers as we
seek to lead electrification efforts in the light
commercial vehicle sector.” From winning the
‘One to Watch’ accolade at the 2025 What
Van? Awards to ‘Van of the Year’ at this year’s
event shows the progression and immediate
impact the PV5 has had on the LCV industry.

These latest awards join the Kia PV5’s fast-

growing collection, having this year already
picked up the ‘2026 International Van of the
Year’ trophy; ‘Best Electric Van’ and outright
‘Van of the Year’ at the 2026 Parkers Van and
Pickup Awards; and ‘The Sun Van of the Year’
at the News UK Awards. The PV5 Passenger
has also been named ‘Family Car of the Year’
at the BBC TopGear.com Awards 2026.

The Kia PV5 Cargo is initially available
in L2/H1 form with a choice of two battery
packs to prioritise range and payload. The
PV5 Cargo Long Range delivers up to 258
miles on a single charge (WLTP Combined),
and has a payload capacity of 690kg. The
PV5 Cargo Standard Range offers up to 184
miles of range (WLTP Combined) and offers
a payload up to 790kg. Future variants will
include L1/H1 and L2/H2 formats, as well as
Chassis Cab and Crew variants joining the
line-up in 2026.

In October 2025, the PV5 Cargo officially
entered the Guinness World Records, achiev-
ing ‘the greatest distance travelled by a light-
duty battery-powered electric van with maxi-
mum payload on a single charge’, travelling
430.84 miles (693.38km).

Kia’s PBV strategy is designed to meet
evolving commercial needs. The PV5 Cargo
delivers a practical, electric solution for fleets
and operators seeking efficiency and reli-
ability, backed by an industry leading seven-
year/100,000-mile warranty as standard.

The Kia PV5 Cargo and Passenger are avail-
able to order now from Kia’s brand-new PBV
Centre network, with first customer deliveries
expected before year-end.

Kia plans to introduce the larger PV7 in
2027 and the PV9 in 2029.
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CEO cites ‘barriers
to promotion’ as
reason for exit call

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

RUGBY UNION: COVENTRY
Rugby have confirmed CEO
Nick Johnston will step down
from his role at the end of the
year.

Johnston cited the ‘barriers to
promotion’ as the main reason for
his decision to step down from his
role as CEO.

Coventry failed to meet the Rugby
Football Union’s (RFU’s) minimum
standards criteria for promotion to
the Premiership last season.

The Butts Park Arena club sub-
mitted their formal application for
promotion to the Premiership in
December last year when top of the
Championship table.

However, the RFU found
Coventry failed to meet the ground
requirements necessary to compete
in the Premiership.

The club will reveal a new struc-
ture following Johnston’s departure
as soon as possible.

Johnston said: “I am very grate-
ful to Jon Sharp for giving me the
opportunity at Coventry and I am
very proud of how much we have
achieved together.

“The support of fans and staff
has been magnificent and such an
important part in transforming the
club into what is now one of the
best clubs in the country.

“However, the barriers to promo-
tion have made investment much
harder to come by and has meant
that both the club and I have to
rethink how we best satisfy our
respective ambitions.

“Once again, I would like to thank
all at Coventry Rugby Club for their
support on what has been a great
journey.”

Coventry’s executive chairman,
Jon Sharp added: “Both the club

and myself, personally, are grateful
for all that Nick has done.

“Under his guidance, this club
has been transformed into one that
is a significant force both on and
off the pitch.

“The combination of both his
high performance and commercial
expertise has been an invaluable
asset and we wish him all the very
best for the future.”

Johnston joined Coventry as
head of strategic development in
2018 and later became the club’s
managing director.

He took up the CEO role in
2021 as Coventry secured suc-
cessive third-place finishes in the
Championship in 2022/23 and
2023/24.

COV SLAIN BY KNIGHTS

On the pitch, Coventry conceded
a try on the last play of the game
as Alex Rae’s side suffered a cruel
24-21 defeat against Doncaster
Knights.

With the visitors closing in on
back-to-back wins for the first time
this season, Russell Bennett crossed
for a try with seconds remaining at
Castle Park.

That came after Peter Roberts
and Bennett touched down before
the half-hour mark to put Doncaster
into a 14-point lead.

However, tries from Morgan
Strong and David Opoku-Fordjour
saw Coventry level the game at the
break.

Bennett kicked a penalty to put
the Knights back in front only for
Jordon Poole’s try to put the visi-
tors ahead for the first time.

However, Bennett’s second try of
the game at the death saw Coventry
come away from the fixture with a
single losing bonus point.

The result means Coventry sit
ninth in the Champ Rugby table
with three wins and five defeats
from eight matches.

Doncaster scored the game’s
first try after just five minutes
when Roberts dotted down follow-
ing a powerful driving maul close
to the Coventry line.

Rae’s men looked to respond
only for Opoku-Fordjour to lose
the ball close to the line in torren-
tial and greasy conditions.

And Coventry spurned anoth-
er scoring chance when Morgan
Adderly-Jones lost the ball as he
reached for the line following a
fine dummy and step.

Doncaster made Coventry pay
for those missed chances on
27 minutes as Bennett slipped
through two tackles to run in
unopposed.

However, the visitors respond-
ed on the half-hour mark when
Strong emerged with the ball from
a powerful driving maul.

And Coventry levelled the game
five minutes later as Opoku-
Fordjour dotted down from
Tommy Mathews’ pass to send the
teams in all square at the break.

The home side reclaimed the
lead four minutes into the second
half when Bennett kicked a pen-
alty from distance.

However, Coventry took the lead
for the first time on 47 minutes as
captain Poole forced his way over
from the back of a driving maul.

The visitors lost Aristot Benz-
Salomon to a yellow card soon
after for persistent infringements
as Coventry withstood heavy
Doncaster pressure.

However, Doncaster eventually
scored the game-winning try in
the final few seconds as Bennett
juggled a pass before scoring
under the posts.

Bennett converted his own try
to finish the game with a 19-point
individual haul.

Coventry are next in action
against London Scottish on
Saturday, December 6 with kick-
off at 3pm at Butts Park Arena.

City target century of goals after milestone
hit in come-from-behind Charlton victory

FOOTBALL: EPHRON Mason-
Clark insists Coventry City
want to score ‘60 more goals’
after the Sky Blues reached
a milestone in victory against
Charlton Athletic.

Mason-Clark provided the
assist for Josh Eccles’ equal-
iser before Ellis Simms scored
a brace to complete the turn-
around after Harvey Knibbs
put the visitors ahead at the
Coventry Building Society
Arena.

The Sky Blues have now
scored 50 goals in just 18
league matches and remain 10
points clear at the top of the
Championship table.

And Mason-Clark insists
Coventry want to continue
their scoring exploits and have
already set their sights on
reaching a century of goals.

Mason-Clark said: “It showed
a lot of character, bouncing
back [from one-nil down]. With
the help of the fans as well, it

was an all-round good perform-
ance.

“It’s an amazing stat [to score
50 goals]. But we want 50 more
and more and more.

“For our objective, nothing is
ever good enough until the end
of the season.

“We just focus on each game

and make sure we learn from
our mistakes in previous games
and rectify it.

“Having a week of prepara-
tion [for the next game] will
definitely help us as a team.

“Someone stepped on my
Achilles, it was just knock but
I'm all good.”

Blaze no match for Steelers
after overtime Storm defeat

ICE HOCKEY: COVENTRY Blaze saw
their losing run stretch to six matches
following defeats against Manchester
Storm and Sheffield Steelers respec-
tively.

Blaze suffered a 3-2 overtime defeat
against Manchester at Planet Ice
Altrincham as Coventry twice surren-
dered the lead.

And Coventry then lost 5-1 against
league leaders Sheffield at the Skydome
Arena on another difficult weekend for
the club.

A depleted Coventry claimed a point
on the road in Manchester despite
Blaze missing Mat Robson, Connor
Russell, Grayson Constable and Artie
Buzoverya.

Blaze almost broke the deadlock
when Jere Vertanen rattled the crossbar
before Blaze goalie Dershahn Stewart
produced a sharp stop at the other
end to deny Storm on a two-on-one
breakaway.

Coventry scored the game’s open-
ing goal at 8.52 as Grant Mismash and
Colton Saucerman combined to tee up
American forward Adam Robbins who
scored his first goal for the club.

Manchester thought they had drawn
level later in the first period only for
Brandon Cutler to see his effort ruled
out via video review which confirmed
his shot hit the post and rebounded
out.

Storm eventually levelled the game at
26.41 when Bradley Jenion fired home
after Blaze killed a powerplay at the end
of the first period.

However, Coventry reclaimed the
lead short-handed at 33.43 as Matthew
Gleason produced a clinical finish on a
Manchester powerplay.

The home side tied the game on
their next powerplay chance at 45.25
when Stephen Johnson squeezed a shot
through Stewart.

And the game went to overtime with
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Coventry sufferedia home
defeat against Sheffield.
Pi(‘:'ture.py Scc'm Wiggins.

“\
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Coventry unable to capitalise on a pow-
erplay chance of their own late on in
third period.

Storm netminder Drew DeRidder
denied Mismash on a breakaway early
in the extra period.

And Manchester’s recent signing
Dante Hannoun won the e for the
home side at 61.10 when he broke free
and found the net.

Coventry then suffered a sixth
straight defeat at the hands of leaders
Sheffield despite the return of goal-
tender Robson.

After both teams spurned early pow-
erplay opportunities, Sheffield broke
the deadlock at 17.26 when Mikko
Juusola scored on the man advantage.

Sheffield struck again just 16 sec-
onds into the middle period as Dominic
Cormier fired past Robson after pro-
gressing down the left wing.

And the Steelers extended their lead
at 24.45 when Mitchell Heard cut in
from the right and drove a shot into the
net from close range.

Coventry reduced the deficit at 39.38
as Vertanen floated a shot over the
shoulder of Steelers netminder Eamon
McAdam on the powerplay.

The goal acted as a trigger for fans
to throw teddy bears onto the ice as
part of Blaze’s ‘Air the Bear’ charity
collection for Cash for Kids: Mission
Christmas.

Sheffield all but sealed the points at
50.21 when Sam Tremblay scored with
the Steelers short-handed.

And Tremblay struck again at 58.02
to complete the scoring with a length-
of-the-ice empty net goal after Blaze
pulled Robson for an extra skater.

Coventry are next in action against
Sheffield on Saturday, December 6 with
the face-off at 7pm at the Utilita Arena.

Blaze then host Guildford Flames on
Sunday, December 7 with the face-off at
5.30pm at the Skydome.

Sphinx stun Villa in Senior Cup

COVENTRY Sphinx came from
two goals down to beat a young
Aston Villa side 4-3 and advance
in the Birmingham Senior Cup.

Villa led by two goals at the
break as Rodrigo Fortes netted
a brace while Omar Khedr also
found the net for the visitors
with Finlay Shorrock on target
for Sphinx at the Cameron Slater
Arena.

However, Coventry staged
a stirring comeback after the
break as the home side scored
three goals in the space of 13
minutes to stun the visitors.

Goals from Jamal Adams,
Patrick Zito and Ryley Nicholson
completed a remarkable turna-
round to send Sphinx into the
third round of the competition.

Villa raced into a two-goal lead
after just seven minutes before
the game was stopped due to a

power outage on the 20-minute
mark.

Sphinx halved the deficit when
play resumed as Shorrock found
the net on 35 minutes.

However, Villa restored their
two-goal advantage five minutes
before half time to leave the
home side with work to do after
the break.

And Coventry eventually
reduced the deficit on 70 min-
utes when Adams struck before
Zito levelled the game seven
minutes later.

The home side completed the
comeback on 83 minutes as
Nicholson scored to stun Villa
and send Sphinx through.

Coventry are next in action
against Lichfield City on
Saturday, December 6 with kick-
off at 3pm at the Cameron Slater
Arena.



CRS LTD

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 |AT
ATF's are the ONLY legal way to scrap your vehicles

BUYERS
of all SCRAP Metals and SCRAP Vehicles
The ONLY authorised treatment facility in Malvern!
Best Prices Paid * Collection & Skip Drops Farm
Equipment, Copper, Brass etc. * 50 Ton Weigh Bridge
1D REQUIRED - 01684 578081

www.crs-malvern.co.uk 6% '
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Bragging rights for Borough iIn
first-ever Rugby derby clash

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: LINDON Meikle's
late goal earned Rugby Borough
a 1-0 win against local rivals
Rugby Town in the first-ever
derby clash between the two
teams.

Miekle headed home on 76 min-
utes to put Borough ahead with
Valley unable to find a leveller in the
remaining minutes in front of 1,169
spectators at Butlin Road.

The result leaves Borough eighth
in the Northern Premier League
Mldlands table with Valley down in
15th.

More than 1,000 supporters
packed into Butlm Road for the

historic derby clash as Valley and

Borough locked horns in a competi-
tive match for the first time.

The occasion proved a cagey affair
as Valley spurned the game’s first
chance when Harrison Nee’s close-

range volley flew over the crossbar.

Chances remained at a premium
throughout as Rivel Mardenborough
saw his effort deflected behind by
Borough’s Oran Jackson.

Borough also saw a penalty appeal
turned away by the referee after
Aaron Nuttall went to ground in the
box under a challenge from Nathan
Kabeya.

After the break, Borough goal-
keeper Sam Lomax tipped Jack
Concannon’s rising effort from the
edge of the penalty area over the
crossbar.

However, Borough broke the
deadlock late on with their only
attempt on goal as Meikle headed
in Ellis Myles’ cross from the right
from six-yards out.

Valley searched for an equaliser at
the death but could not find a level-

ler as Kabeya blazed the home side’s
best opening over the bar.

Borough took the local bragging
rights and ended their five-game
winless run in the process.

Valley are now winless in their last
five league matches, losing three
games in a row for the first time
since August.

Borough are next in action
against Carlton Town on Saturday,
December 6 with kick-off at 3pm at
Kilsby Lane.

Valley face another local derby
against Racing Club Warwick on
Saturday, December 6 with kick-off
at 3pm at Butlin Road.

Rugby Borough edged out
Rugby Town in the first-ever
league meeting between the
two clubs. Picture by Marcus
Mingins 4925004MMR5

CASHBROKERS

LEAMINGTON SPA

PAWNBROKING
SCRAP GOLD & SILVER

BUY BACK

LOANS

JEWELLERY & WATCHES
COINS & BULLION

01926 258252

144 Parade,

CASH

PAID

FOR GOLD, SILVER,
COINS & BULLION

Leamington Spa, CV32 4AG

www.cashbrokersleamingtonspa.co.uk

The National
Association
of Jewellers




