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Heartbroken - business
stunned by Vandalism

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THE ‘HEARTBROKEN’ owner
of a children’s stay-and-play
group in Rugby has had to tem-
porarily close her business after
‘malicious’ vandals trashed her
outdoor play area.

Sophie Winham, who owns
Sprogs and Logs in Bilton, says
play equipment had been broken
and toys ‘damaged beyond repair’.

A crowd-funding campaign has
been launched to raise the money
Sophie needs to reopen the play-
ground, which is based at Old
Laurentians Rugby Club.

Sophie said: “I was absolutely
heartbroken to arrive on site to see
the damage. To say I'm gutted is
an understatement.

“Someone has intentionally
entered and vandalised our play
space. This isn’t like any previous
time — this appears to be malicious
and has resulted in a big loss. I am
not financially able to carry out
the repairs.

“I'm a small business running
purely to create happiness and
lasting memories for young chil-
dren — and to find out my hard

pany refused to cover the cost of
the damage.

She said: “This is really disap-
pointing as I had previously hoped
they’d cover the cost of replacing
toys and the money raised would
be funding the new fence.”

Leanne Walsgrove, who
organised the fund-raising cam-
paign on GoFundMe, said Sophie
had ‘put her heart and soul’ into
the playgroup to ensure the chil-
dren of Rugby have ‘the best learn-
ing through play opportunities’.

She added: “As a community, and
to prevent this happening again,
I would love to fundraise to help
give Sprogs and Logs a secure
fence and replace the broken
equipment.

“Let’s stand together and help
support this small business and get
it back up and running.”

Sophie said she was ‘beyond
grateful’.

She added: “I'm absolutely over-
whelmed by the incredible gener-
osity shown to us. The love and
support from everyone has been
truly amazing, and I'm so grate-
ful for every message, share, and
donation.

“From the bottom of my heart,
thank you so much.”

FAMILIES in Rugby are soaking up
d the Christmas spirit at a town centre
church.
Charities, schools, community groups and care
homes have filled the aisles of St Andrew’s church
with their decorated Christmas trees as part of an

money for the Rugby Bareboards Trust, a charity
which aims to ensure no one in the community has
to face an empty home.

A church spokesperson said: “The festival gives so
much pleasure to its visitors, many of whom return
year after year to see the church looking so beauti-

work has been destroyed is dev- Visit https://tinyurl.com/ annual charity fund-raising Christmas Tree Festival, ful.
astatin mr2kud5z to donate to the which runs throughout December.
She added her insurance com- GofundMe campaign. This year’s festival is raising awareness of and See page 3 for more.
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Are you looking to improve or enlarge

your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a beautiful new patio or driveway in e
Coventry, Bromsgrove, Redditch, Solihull, Leamington,

Kidderminster and Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

» We’ve designed and built just about every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not be phased by your project.

We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction and unlike other driveway

companies, with us you pay absolutely nothing upfront.
Give us a call and you could save upto £1000
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Wishing a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our readers and advertisers
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Couple heading for another battle

A HUSBAND and wife from Coventry
— and their beloved battle robot, which
played a crucial part in their wedding -
are travelling to the Middle East to com-
pete in the ‘Olympics of the future.’

Tom and Sarah Brewster are jetting off
to the United Arab Emirates with the rest
of Team Monsoon to compete at the Battle
of Robots at The Games of the Future this
weekend.

Most of the team first met while participat-
ing in BBC’s Robot Wars back in 2017, and a
year later, their heavyweight robot Monsoon
debuted at BattleBots World Championship
3

Monsoon and the rest of the team have trav-
elled and fought in events across the world,
including the USA and the Netherlands.

Monsoon has been part of Sarah and Tom’s
lives ever since they met, and when they got
married in April 2024, they exchanged rings
made from one of Monsoon’s weapon shafts.

The duo have already had a year to
remember as they are expecting their first
child together — but now their other ‘baby’,
Monsoon, will be jetting off to Abu Dhabi to
compete in The Games of The Future, where
they are one of just 16 teams in the world
competing.

Sarah and Tom will be joined by the other
members of Team Monsoon — Rory Mangles,
Michael Jobson, David Griffin and Karl Asplin
— at The Battle of Robots.

Sarah said: “Initially we were a little appre-
hensive about joining the event as we were
contacted in early November.

“That meant we only had a short turna-
round of just three and a half weeks until

the robot would need to be shipped to Abu
Dhabi, but opportunities like this don’t come
up very often so we turned our calendars
upside down to make it happen.

“We are very excited to be competing
alongside some of the best fighting robots
from countries across the world.”

Robot fighting events take place in an
arena to ensure the safety of the roboteers
and spectators.

The fights can last up to three minutes,
during which robots can use their weapon to
try to damage their opponent and immobilize
them or control the fight by being aggres-
sive.

Sarah and Tom’s battle bot Monsoon is a
vertical spinner, with other weapon types
including hammers, flippers, horizontal spin-
ner and control bots that can lift or crush
their opponents.

If arobot can no longer move then they are
counted out after 10 seconds, and the fight is
won by knockout.

If, after three minutes, both robots are still
mobile, judges score the robots on damage,
control and aggression.

The Games of the Future looks to blend
cutting-edge digital gaming with real-world
athletic competition, showcasing 11 ‘sports
of the future.’

Tom said: “It is very cool to have been
asked to come along to it. There are teams
from all over the world competing including
from the USA, Chile, Montenegro, Belgium,
Russia, Belarus, India and China.

“This event is being treated as ‘the future
Olympics’, and it’s the biggest prize pool ever
seen for robot fighting.

Tom and Sarah Brewster working on battle robot Monsoon (Inset).

“It’s becoming more of a legitimate sport as
well which is really cool.”

Sarah added: “Robot fighting is a fast
paced, engaging sport where engineering
meets entertainment.

“We want to prove that Monsoon is a com-
petitive and destructive robot. We’re coming
very prepared and ready to go all the way.

“We consider every event an opportunity to
prove our design and teams’ capability, whilst
enjoying the atmosphere that live events cre-
ate with the chance to meet fellow roboteers
and share the experience.

“Simply put, we love the community; meet-
ing new people and smashing robots is always
a good time.”
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3rd Melton Mowbray

17th Cotswold Market & Broadway
21st Afternoon Tea & Litchfield..
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Eastbourne - The Haddon Hall Holel 29th March- 2nd April 26. 5 Days/4 Nights £320 Per Person
Price includes- All coach hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening meal & Breakfast, 1/2 price bar,
entertainment package, Day excursions & An Afternoon Tea

Scotland- Waverley Castle Hotel 27th-31st May 26. 5 Days/ 4 Nights 425 Per Peron

Price Includes- All Coach Hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
Excursions, Admission to Falkirk Wheel, and Admission to Ainwick Castle

Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights £295 Per Person.
Price Includes- All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
excursions, Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE

Its all about us

Christmas really does bring
a new strength to the
community in our town
centres, it shows us that our
centres are about people,
not just retail.

We see this in all the rituals of
the festive period, seeing
familiar faces behind the
counters, listening to school
choirs, admiring the sparkle in
the Christmas windows, it’s all
a feeling we simply can’t
replicate with online shopping.

We must also remember that
our town centres provide
warmth in non-financial ways
at Christmas, providing
belonging, routine and visibility
for those who may feel

isolated or forgotten at this
emotional time of year.

== SO0LIHULL
= BID

Melanie Palmer
Chief Executive, Solihull BID

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Our cafes, libraries, markets,
and shopping centres become
a thriving centre , no invitation
required-this space belongs to
us all, it's our own shared
living room with added
sparkle.

So, make a date to visit
Solihull, smile and be kind to
all you meet over this last
week of festive gathering, a
living town centre needs
people as much as profit.

page
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Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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Church hosting
tree festival to
boost charity

IT’S BEGINNING
to look a lot like
Christmas at a Rugby
town centre church.

St Andrew’s Church has
decked its halls with boughs
of pine for its Christmas
Tree Festival, which runs
throughout December.

Charities, schools, com-
munity groups and care
homes  have decorat-
ed trees to the theme of
‘Musical Christmas’ — and
lights, baubles and candles
are casting a festive glow
around the aisles.

This year’s festival is rais-
ing awareness of and money
for the Rugby Bareboards
Trust, a charity which aims

Trees fill
the aisles.
5125003
MMR8

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

to ensure no one in the
community has to face an
empty home.

For the past 20 years,
the charity has supported
more than 2,000 families
and individuals - including
people on low incomes, sur-
vivors of abuse, refugees,
young people leaving care,
and those moving on from
homelessness — by provid-
ing furniture, household
goods, and small electri-
cals.

A church spokesperson
said: “This is the 23rd year
of holding our Festival and

as always, the main pur-
pose of this event is to raise
funds for charities that sup-
port the local community.

“We are supporting the
Rugby Bareboards Trust for
our festival this year.

“In addition to support-
ing charities, the festival
gives so much pleasure to
its visitors, many of whom
return year after year to
see the church looking so
beautiful.”

All are welcome to go
along and enjoy the trees,
make a donation, and vote
for their favourite in sup-
port of Rugby Bareboards
throughout December
(10am-2pm weekdays,
10am-12pm Saturdays).

Pair face extra charges after girl’s death

TWO people have appeared
in court to face additional
charges following the death
of a 13-month-old girl in
Rugby.

Kinga Wydrzynska, 25, of
Johnson Avenue in Rugby,
and Michal Stasiak, 27,
of Blackwood Avenue in
Rugby, previously appeared
in court having been
charged with murder and
causing or allowing the
death of a child.

Police said the girl died
in hospital on January 7
after being taken ill at a
house in Rugby.

Stasiak had also been
charged with possession of
indecent images.

They appeared before
magistrates in Leamington
on Friday (December 12)
and were charged with two
counts of sexual assault in
relation to the 13-month-
old child that died.

They were also charged
with three counts of
assault/ill-treat/neglect/
abandon a child/young per-
son to cause unnecessary
suffering/injury, relating
to the 13-month-old child
that died and two other
children.

‘Wydrzynska and Stasiak
were remanded and
will next appear before
Warwick Crown Court on
Friday January 9.
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LEFT:
Enjoying the
Christmas
Saturday
Songs
session.
5125003
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month-old
Henry is
all smiles.
5125003
MMR4

RIGHT: Eight- - ..

Pictures
by Marcus
Mingins
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Residents turn out for a Christmas service to remember their
loved ones.

Service to remember

LIGHTS were lit for lost loved ones
at a special Christmas service in
‘Warwick.

Over a hundred residents turned
out for the Lights of Love serv-
ice, organised by Warwick Rotary
Club, in Market Square on Sunday
(December 14).

The carol service was led by Revd
Canon Angus Aagaard, rector of St
Mary’s Church. Readings relating
to loss of loved ones were made by
rotarian Jon Wassall, mayor Jackie

D’Arc, town clerk Jayne Topham
and Canon Aagaard.

Warwick Community Band pro-
vided the music and members of
Emscote and All Saints Junior
School choir provided choral sup-
port.

The lights were then lit on a tree
covered with cards donated by peo-
ple remembering loved ones.

Proceeds will be shared between
Myton Hospice and the mayor’s
charities.
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Hospice approach
helps lift award

THE MYTON Hospices’ pio-
neering approach to care has
scopped an award.

The charity picked up the
Innovator in Care Award at the
national Hospice UK Awards, which
celebrate the work taking place at
hospices and palliative care organ-
isations nationwide. This year’s
awards received over 150 entries
across eight categories, making it
the most competitive ever.

The Innovator in Care award rec-
ognises individuals and organisa-
tions who have improved the expe-
rience of care through creativity,
collaboration and forward-think-
ing approaches. Myton received
the award for its GP Information
Clinics, recognised for transform-
ing how people with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers
access support and information.

Developed in partnership with
local Primary Care Networks,
Myton’s GP Information Clinics
embed specialist hospice exper-
tise directly within GP practices.
This innovative approach allows
patients and families to receive
timely, personalised guidance in a
familiar and trusted environment.

By offering hospice support ear-
lier in a patient’s journey, the clin-
ics empower individuals to make
informed decisions and enhances
their overall experience of care.

Presented at Hospice UK'’s
national conference in Liverpool,
the award was accepted by regis-

o

Innovative - The Myton Hospices community engagement
manager Olivia Bowskill with Catherine Bosworth, director of
income generation at Hospice UK.

tered nurse and Myton’s commu-
nity engagement manager Olivia
Bowskill, who leads the project.

She said: “I am incredibly proud
to have won this prestigious award,
which highlights just how impor-
tant it is to reach people earlier in
their illness.

“The patients I see in these clin-
ics are often able to access support
services they never knew existed.
Being able to offer this service at
such a critical time - when things
can feel scary, complex and uncer-

tain - helps to ensure people have
the knowledge and reassurance
they need.”

The Myton Hospices plans to
expand the GP Information Clinics
across Coventry and Warwickshire,
enabling even more patients and
families to benefit from earlier
access to specialist support.

The long-term goal is to embed
this model as a sustainable, com-
munity-based approach to palliative
care, creating a replicable blueprint
for hospices nationwide.
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Join Our Christmassy Trails This December!

Explore our festive trails across town throughout
December for your chance to win up to £200 to
spend in the New Year!

There are three trails to enjoy—simply pick up your

entry form from participating retailers, the Upper Mall
in Royal Priors, or the Visitor Information Centre.

Collect ALL the clues to enter the Grand Prize Draw for
a chance to win £200 to spend in Leamington Town
Centre in the New Year. Or complete any single trail to
be entered into a draw to win £50.

P

Look out for clues displayed in shop windows.

Post your completed entry in Santa's Postbox in
Regent Court.

Competition closes Wednesday 24 December.
Ts & C's apply.

For more information,
visit: www.royal-leamington-spa.co.uk
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Children from Avon Park School turned litter into animal-themed decorations for a
Christmas tree at Watford Gap services.

Pupils turn litter
into festive glitter

ELVES from a school
in Rugby are turning
litter into glitter this
Christmas.

Pupils from Avon Park
School have volunteered
to transform rubbish com-
monly found discarded at
the roadside into festive
decorations as part of a
national campaign.

They have decorated a
tree at Roadchef’s Watford
Gap services, turning items
such as discarded crisp
packets and disposable
cups into animal-themed
decorations.

It is part of a campaign
run by National Highways,
Roadchef and Westmorland
Farmshop to raise aware-
ness of the problems caused
by roadside litter during the
festive period.

The school is part of
Witherslack Group, which
has 26 schools across
England that were also part-
nered with a local Roadchef

by Andy Morris
andy.morris
@bullivantmedia.com

service station. CEO Jude
Jones said: “We’re incred-
ibly proud of our pupils for
being a part of this fabu-
lous initiative.

“Turning roadside litter
into festive decorations not
only helps improve our local
environment but also teach-
es our children and young
people the importance of
taking responsibility for the
world around them.

“It’s fantastic to see them
actively making a differ-
ence, and initiatives like
this inspire our pupils to
develop habits and behav-
iours that will benefit their
communities for years to
come.”

Their efforts come as
part of National Highways’
ongoing drive to reduce
roadside rubbish.

Head of customer jour-
neys Freda Rashdi said:
“Having to clear up litter
on our roads causes unnec-
essary journey delays and
costs the taxpayer millions
of pounds a year, as well as
endangering wildlife living
close to our roads.

“If you are driving home
for Christmas, please dis-
pose of your rubbish respon-
sibly and help to make sure
everyone gets to spend as
much time with their loved
ones as possible.”

Stuart Attfield, head of
marketing at Roadchef,
added: “Seeing school chil-
dren turn roadside litter
into glitter is a brilliant
reminder that small actions
can make a big difference.

“By joining forces, we
can reduce litter on the
UK’s motorways and help
keep our roads happier,
safer, greener and more
welcoming for everyone
this Christmas.”

Free tree
lights up
Christmas

A TREE-MENDOUS
Christmas is on the cards for
a Rugby community after it
was gifted a large Christmas
tree.

The residents of Coton
Park received the tree
donation from developer
Persimmon Homes.

The installation of the
14-foot tree was marked
by a celebratory Coton
Park Residents Association
(CPRA) light switch-on cer-
emony and Christmas sing-
along which was attended by
more than 100 residents.

Resident Dean Welburn
said: “We are grateful to
Persimmon Homes for once
again providing us with a
festive tree. It’s a great way
for the CPRA to bring the
community together and be
proud of where we live.

“Our event raised £100
which we’re donating to the
OurJay Foundation in mem-
ory of one of the estate’s

Spruced up for Christmas - left to right: Coton Park
residents Janice Willin with JD the beagle, George and
Rame Mayer-Maguire, and Dean Welburn with Daxter the
labrador.

great characters — friend and
community volunteer Jim
‘Willin, who we sadly lost in
August.”

Neil Williams, regional
managing director at

Persimmon Homes Central,
said: “We're delighted that
the residents of Coton Park
are pleased with their tree
and wish them all a very
Merry Christmas.”
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Tails wagging
for dog centre’s
Christmas treat

PAWS were allowed
on the table for a very
poignant festive feast.

Birmingham Dogs Home,
which cares for more than
2,000 stray and abandoned
dogs every year, hosted its
first-ever “Festive Feast”,
giving homeless dogs the
chance to share a special
Christmas meal together at
the centre.

For the event, which was
organised as part of the
centre’s annual Christmas
appeal and in partnership
with Birmingham-based
marketing agency Leopard
Co, pups from the centre
gathered around the table
with their canine carers
to enjoy a delicious three-
course meal, made possible
by donations from the pub-
lic, as well as generous con-
tributions from Miraculous
Meals, Pooch & Mutt, and
Frozzys.

The team, including
those from the Catherine
De Barnes site, looks to
ensure as many magical
moments for the pooches
as possible, especially those

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason
@bullivantmedia.com

like Stockton, Shadow, and
Lorna, who are among the
pups set to spend their sec-
ond Christmas at the home,
as well as raising vital funds
to help keep the charity’s
kennels open through the
winter months.

Rachel Frost, events and
community fundraising man-
ager at Birmingham Dogs
Home, said: “Our first-ever
Festive Feast was a huge
success! We've wanted to
host a Christmas dinner for
our dogs for years, so to
finally see this happen was
incredible.

“Our dogs might be wait-
ing for their forever homes,
but it’s so important to us
here at Birmingham Dogs
Home that while they're
with us, no dog dines alone
and that their time is fun
and full of care.

“For a lot of our dogs,
this is the second Christmas
they’ll be spending here,
so it’s activities like these

The Observer, Friday December 19, 2025

which help the dogs stay
social and, importantly,
keep them prepared for life
in a loving home once they
get there.”

She added: “We're so
grateful for all the dona-
tions we received which
made this possible — from
the funds from the pub-
lic, to the products from
Miraculous Meals, Pooch &
Mutt, Frozzys, Petface and
Mountain Paws.

“The festive season has
only really just begun, but
we already can’t wait for
next year’s Festive Feast!”

Running alongside the
charity’s seasonal fund-
raising events — including
a Christmas Jumper Day,
Boxing Day Walk, and com-
munity quizzes and craft fay-
res — the Festive Feast cam-
paign hopes to raise aware-
ness of the £6,000 a day it
costs to keep Birmingham
Dogs Home running.

For more or to help make
a dog’s Christmas extra
special this year, visit the
website at www.birming-
hamdogshome.org.uk/xmas-
2025/.

10 YEARS

ON
SHUTTER
BLINDS

Available in beautiful and stylish Hard Wood and Faux Wood

WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE-FOR-LIKE QUOTE

21 Brixham Drive, Coventry, CV2 3LA
info@brixham-blinds.co.uk

Contact us today for a no-obligation quotation

g
Residential and Commercial

Brixham blinds are a well-established blinds l
company offering to trade and consumer.

With a great range of quality bespoke and

made to measure blinds by an established

blind company you can trust.
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Whether you're thinking of vertical blinds,
roller blinds, venetian blinds or roman blinds,
shutter blinds, all of our blinds come with
child safety regulations and fittings to make
sure your home is safe.

02476 666686
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New machines
set to make
paying easier
and speedier

NEW and improved payment
machines have been introduced to
Lutterworth car parks owned by
Harborough District Council.

The council says the upgraded machines
make paying for parking faster, easier
and more reliable.

The machines offer multiple payment
options, including contactless card pay-
ments and mobile methods.

Cat Hartley, Director of Communities
and Wellbeing at Harborough District
Council, said: “This upgrade is part of an
investment into our car parks and will sig-
nificantly enhance the convenience and
accessibility of our town centres.

“By having modern payment options
at machines and going ticketless, we are
improving the parking experience for all
in Harborough district.”

At each machine, drivers can enter
their registration number using a touch
screen and follow instructions.

There is no need to display a ticket,
as car parking officers use a handheld
device to check that a ticket has been
purchased for a vehicle.

New standard payment machines accept
contactless card and cash payments. In

some larger car parks, there are also
additional, smaller payment machines
that accept contactless card payments
only. Both types of machines are clearly
signposted by yellow Pay Here signs
showing the payment methods accepted.

Users can opt to receive a physical
receipt at the cash and contactless card
machines. Receipts are available elec-
tronically at the card-only machines.

Payment by phone is available via the
Pay by Phone App or by calling the Pay
by Phone number on 0330 400 7275.
Customers are advised never to pay via
a QR code. Parking charges remain the
same.

The council is also offering free parking
in its car parks on December 20. Drivers
will receive one free four-hour session
per vehicle per Saturday. A free parking
session must be obtained at the machines
by entering a vehicle registration number
or by obtaining a free parking session on
the Pay by Phone App.

Visitwww.harborough.gov.uk/payment-
machines for more information about the
new payment machines.

Visit www.harborough.gov.uk/parking
for general information about car parking
in the Lutterworth area.
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The Age UK Coventry and Warwickshire team are distributing winter warmth packs

to older people across the region.

Warm welcome for packs

A WARM gesture has been made to older people
in the region by a local charity.

Age UK Coventry and Warwickshire is distrib-
uting 300 winter packs to help the elderly stay
safe and warm during the colder months.

The packs, funded by Coventry Building
Society, include essential winter warmers such
as blankets, hats, gloves, and other practical
resources to support older people living in or at
risk of fuel poverty.

Reece Mclarnon, Director of Services at Age
UK Coventry and Warwickshire, said: “We are
extremely grateful to Coventry Building Society
for funding these packs.

“Winter can be a particularly challenging time
for older people, with low temperatures, rising

energy costs, and health vulnerabilities putting
them at increased risk.

“These winter packs aim to provide comfort
and reassurance, helping recipients stay warm
and safe in their homes.

“They make a real difference in helping older
people cope with the cold months ahead. No
one should have to choose between heating their
home and other essentials.”

The winter packs are being distributed directly
to those most in need, with the support of local
volunteers and Age UK staff.

Visit bit.ly/AgeUKCW or call 02476 231999
for more information about Age UK Coventry
and Warwickshire and its support services.

We can

lots to think about.

) wcs-care.co.uk

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

K /wescare

CARE HOME
GROUP

carehome.co.uk

Questions about care?

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby

07802 728443

Registered charity number 1012788

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B8 p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk
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Magical theatre on a giant scale

Theatre review

The BFG
RSC Stratford

IT’S BIG on spectacle, huge on
magic and vast on presence - the
BFG brings a hefty game to the
RSC and, thanks to its attention
to tiny details, makes a lot of
other shows look awfully small.

Roald Dahl’s perennially popular
tale of an unexpected friendship
between a misunderstood giant and
a plucky orphan makes for a feast
of the richest kind. No effort is
spared in ensuring this looks and
sounds as good as possible and,
without a shadow of a doubt, every-
thing works.

Flight sequences, exploding
chemistry experiments, helicopter
manoeuvres, thunderous punch-ups
and more - Daniel Evans packs an
awful lot into a blissfully unrelent-
ing two hours.

Given that this show is a constant
stream of visual treats from the first
second to the last, trying to pick
out highlights is a thankless task.
Mention five outstanding moments
and, a minute later, five more will
spring to mind.

Grabbing the headlines in the
lead-up to this run has been the
scale and ambition of the puppetry.
Comparisons with the practically
iconic Warhorse have been plenti-
ful but this show more than holds
its own.

‘Whether the puppet is twenty feet
high or a mere six inches the anima-
tion is simply breathtaking. Daft

The BFG is bringing some Roald Dahl
magic to the RSC this Christmas.
Picture by Marc Brenner (RSC).

perhaps to trumpet how realistic
the portrayal of a human-munching
giant can be, but the tiny details
and subtle nuances make these

real-life animations simply perfect,
unexpectedly believable.

Amid all this puppetry excel-
lence it should be noted that the

show boasts some equally excel-
lent human acting. There are fine
turns from Helena Lymbery as the
Queen, Sargon Yelda as the butler

and a splendid pair of military buf-
foons from Philip Labey and Luke
Sumner.

Tom Wells’s adaptation stays true
to the language and irreverence of
the original but offers enough sharp
one-liners and modern asides to
keep everyone amused.

The show boasts a six-name roster
of youngsters taking the roles of
Sophie and Kimberley. If the whole
half-dozen are as committed and
able as the two on display here,
there’s a golden age of youth talent
in the offing.

The skill on the stage is matched
by the design and delivery of a
technical element that adds rather
than just supports. Special effects,
spectacular lighting, great music
and endless stage trickery arrive in
abundance.

The show’s programme features
four pages of credits for parts played
in bringing this to the stage and
there’s not a single name that doesn’t
deserve the standing ovations which
will come night after night.

There is a sense that the RSC is, as
it has in festive seasons past, trying
to make sure that every youngster
coming to the theatre for the first
time will leave with a love of live
action that will stay with them. The
BFG carries a message about believ-
ing in your dreams and those dreams
will be realised here.

With a show as good as this,
though, it’s not just the young who’ll
be won over. Anyone for whom thea-
tre has lost its magic will find plenty
to revive it here. This is a spectacu-
lar success on a truly giant scale.

Matthew Salisbury

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

o/

/> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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Cannabis plants found
hidden under motorway

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

HUNDREDS of cannabis
plants have been found grow-
ing underneath a motorway
near Rugby.

The unusual but sophisticated
cannabis farm, comprising more
than 240 plants, was found growing
in a drainage culvert which runs the
width of the M1 near the village of
‘Watford in Northamptonshire.

It was discovered by maintenance
workers from National Highways,
who reported it to Northamptonshire
Police.

Access to the culvert, a closed
tunnel normally used to convey
water from one side of the road to
the other, had been boarded up to
hide the plants.

Dismantling the cannabis factory
was made even more treacherous
due to heavy rainfall, but police
were helped by a local landowner
who provided transport and trail-
ers.

Insp Jonathan Davis-Lyons said:
“This must be one of the most
unusual locations we have discov-
ered a cannabis grow, but it just
demonstrates the length criminals
will go to produce this high-value
commodity.

“Once inside the drainage culvert,
we found a sophisticated set up
which included extensive shelving
to ensure the plants were kept above

Police found a sophisticated cannabis farm under the M1.

water, power diverted for lighting,
and other equ1pment needed to
maintain the plants.”

Sgt Lewis Judd, who is leading the
investigation and oversaw the dis-
mantling of the factory, said: “This
was a particularly difficult cannabis
grow to dismantle due to torrential
rain and the remote location.

“The nearest road access to the

tunnel was about a mile away, but
thanks to the generosity and sup-
port of a local landowner who pro-
vided us with transport and trailers,
we were able to close it down.”
No-one has been arrested in con-
nection with the grow. Officers
would like to hear from any-
one who may be able to identify
those responsible for setting up

the cannabis factory. Anyone with
information is asked to contact
Northamptonshire Police on 101
or call Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555111, quoting incident
number 25000697502.

Information can also be submitted
online at www.northants.police.uk/
RO or https:/crimestoppers-uk.org/
give-information.
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Police plea
after M6

death crash

POLICE are appealing for
witnesses to a fatal crash
which took place on the
M6 last week.

On Monday December 8
at around 6.30pm, the driv-
er of a red HGV stopped on
the hard shoulder between
junctions 1 and 2 on the
northbound carriageway.

A short time later, the
driver of a white Scania
HGYV with a blue curtain-
sided trailer is believed to
have driven into the red
HGV.

The driver of the red
HGV, a 47-year-old man,
died. His next of kin are
being supported by special-
ly trained police officers.

Police would like to hear
from anyone who may have
been on the M6 or on the
road network near the M6
that may have seen the
white Scania HGV prior to
the collision.

Anyone who witnessed
the collision, saw the white
lorry leading up to the col-
lision, has any dashcam
footage or other informa-
tion that could help with
police enquiries, is asked
to call 101, email sciu@
warwickshire.police.uk or
visit www.warwickshire.
police.uk/ro/report quot-
ing incident number 299 of
December 8.

OUR BIG SALE |
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn and other materials
for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their specifications to many ranges to compensate.
They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they don't have enough stock left to service them.
Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on to YOU.

'OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 S5EY

27th December 2025 - 8th Janua ry 2026

January is our quiet time we REDUCE PRICES and have a bit of
fitters busy and find out which advertising brings the results, just for readers of this
announcement until 5.30pm on January 8th 2026 choose your carpet and have it

fitted during January and get 10% OFF AT TILL ON TOP OF SALE PRICES
Just say OBSERVER ADVERT

SALE to keep our

BRAND NAME CARPETS AT LOW LOW PRICES

From quality Axminster to budget cord
We are recommended for our low prices, quality service and extensive range
throughout the Midlands. There are no R.R. prices on carpets, so if others give
50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal hl?h prices. ALWAYS
compare with Carpet Mills normal prices!!!!T111!

v

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985 =k

SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE rwww. salecarpet.uk I
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The Enemy. Flat Badger.

Here’s my
winners of
this year’s
Petes...

i
2l

Hollywood Beds

Mattress & Bed Specialists
LEADING UK BRANDS AT LOW PRICES!

Rl

The best beds in the world

Posturepedic Sleel_)éezee

MILLBROOK BEDS

HANDMADE ENGLISH BEDS SINCE 1946

TECHNOLOX

OLD BED
REMOVAL
SERVICE

T 01564 898118
VI SA www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk

Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6A)

EXPERT
ADVICE

mastercard

LOCAL
PARKING

Pete Chambers, curator
of the Coventry Music
Museum, picks his 2025
award-winners for ‘The
Petes’.

Best local album:
King - Soul On My
Boots: The Collection
From one of my all-
time favourite bands to
come out of our fair city.
King always hit the spot,
and this career box set
includes pretty much all
of their divine body of
work. Five albums and
an illustrated history of
the band written by Paul
himself filled with love
and pride.

Best local single:
The Session — My Heart
Needed A Home

This song builds like all
great Session songs, then
there it is, flam flam all
the instruments come in
and it’s a glorious shiv-
ers down the spine time
and we are heading for
a beau-

Peter Hook at The Empire.

Rumbling atmos meets
soundscape anarchy, Hey
Budapest released their
first CD a few weeks
ago. Yet already plans
are brewing for a second
album to hit the streets
early 2026, no doubt
cementing the promise
of more spine-tingling
music. Little wonder then
that they have the new
local artist title.

Best local artist of the
year:
The Senses

A superb groundbrea.k-

tiful /
chorus. <
It ticks gy

all  the
boxes

n
band

g
Mus‘c MA"EBS- their

Pete Chambers BEM writes for
alb
aeEeReEe R Rt The Observer aj - pe

n e w
um

on all

fronts - vocals, instrumen-
tation, lyrics, production;
even the middle eight is
superb. This is how you
craft a song.

Best local gig:

The Enemy at The
Empire / Peter Hook
and The Light at The
Empire

It's a tie here but a
good tie, because one
band is local and one is
not. Both gigs were some-
what mind-blowing — The
Enemy one in more ways
than one.

Call a Peter Hook
gig a nostalgic journey
through Joy Division and
New Order if you like,
but those songs and those
bass lines are just divine.
The new stuff was great
too and I didn’t realise I
knew so much of it.

The Enemy gig was yet
another joyous return to
their home city. I have
seen a few in my time,
this one was definitely
the loudest and the most
heartfelt by the crowd,
this band can do no wrong
for me. Bliss.

Best new local artist:
Hey Budapest

Heavens was something
of a departure for the
group, but definitely
none the worse for that.
Having also made the top
10 in the UK physical
singles charts with ‘Have
You Ever Had a Broken
Heart?’ It’s obvious that
this band are not sitting
still. Here’s to next year.

Outstanding contribu-
tion to local music:
Flat Badger

Many in the city will
know that Flat Badger
have pretty much cor-
nered the market in ‘open
mic’ events. What many
may not realise that the
family business (Eddie
and Josh) behind it have
been responsible for an
average of 150 Free ‘n’
Easy/Open Mics and gigs
per year, plus a ton of
charity gigs raising thou-
sands for the likes of
Myton Hospices. On top
of all that, Eddie has been
playing music in Coventry
for around 50 years and
Josh for the last 23 years.
I'm proud to make them
(and all who play with and
support them) this year’s
Outstanding Contribution
to Local Music.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Dennetts — a 4th generation
family business :

q true family
usiness, Dennetts

has been serving
customers since 1901.
Originally trading as
Dennett & Co, the
company began by
selling carpets, beds
and a wide range of
household furnishings.

Now in its fourth
generation, Dennetts is a
well-established family
retailer with more than a
century of experience
supplying quality lounge,
bedroom and dining
furniture.

Renowned for its friendly,
efficient service and
excellent value for money,
Dennetts has built a strong
reputation for outstanding
customer care and is well

x_—
DENNETTS

OF ACOCKS GREEN

YOUR CHAIR
DESIGNED

discover the difference

AT DENNETTS

SAVE
UP TO

40%
ON EX DISPLAY
LN recliners & me
MATCHING
SETTEES

known throughout the
Midlands.

When the shop first opened
in 1901, it sold general
haberdashery, along with
curtains, fabrics, rugs and
linoleum. By the 1960s, the
business had evolved
primarily into a furniture
and carpet retailer, while
still offering a wide selection
of home accessories
including rugs, pictures,
mirrors and lamps. Next
door was a hardware shop
owned by Mr Dennett’s
brother, meaning customers
could find almost everything
they needed for their homes
between the two family
businesses.

In the late 1960s, the
building underwent
significant changes. The
second floor was removed,
the roof flattened —
reflecting the style of the era
— and the former living
accommodation above and
behind the shop was

Removal | Compact
of old suites built
furniture | to last

Highest standards

incorporated into the
showroom space. This
expansion allowed Dennetts
to offer a greater range of
three-piece suites, beds,
dining furniture and chairs,
giving customers more
choice than ever before.
When the third generation
took over in the 1970s,
Dennetts began to specialise
in high-seat chairs, recliner
chairs and orthopaedic
furniture, while continuing
to sell carpets, cabinets and
beds. Today, under fourth-
generation ownership, the
business continues to thrive
and is proud to offer
Birmingham’s largest
selection of high-seat,
fireside and riser-recliner
chairs — all while
maintaining the highest
standards of personal
service and care.

Visit us at: 1182 Warwick
Road, Acocks Green,
Birmingham B27 6BT. Mon-
Sat 9-5pm, Sun Closed.

WINTER SALLE:

GREAT DEALS on riser
hing sofas

of personal
service

At Dcnnett s, being in business since 1901, we

the importance of getting the details

just right, so we offer a free home visit service

to assist you with your purchase.
Ask in store for further details

Free Delivery | Excellent aftercare

li
F(lgl"‘lﬂaltlut}fre

RRP
£969
DOWN TO

Call us today on 0121 706 1577 or visit
www.dennettsfurniture.co.uk
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10% OFF

Your first online order with code DESIGNER10

DOGONLINE.CO.UK
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Just for Pets

L §

ifé

Jﬁ o L i ANl = .j_b-ﬂtii—-_(
l E OUR MEATY DEALS: .

| Small Sausages Large Sausages |
20 for £5 | 10 for £5

Tasty, guafity assured treats,

woflnase fyeen o

S, 10 tar £3
11l

I
i

B & O VA SNAFL W Sy
Just for Pets, Leamington Shopping Park, Tachbrook Park Dr, Leamington Spa CV34 6RH (next to M&sS)
Just for Pets, Arena Shopping Park, Rowley’s Green, Coventry CV6 6AS (next to M&S)

Just for Pets, Horeston Grange Shopping Centre, Nuneaton CV11 6GU (next to Farmfoods)
www.justforpets.co.uk
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Burrell Vocals
has been
announced as
West Midlands
Highly
Commended
at TWIA 2026
in the Musical
Act category.

THE 2026

WEDDING

INDGSTRY AWARDS

A BALSALL Common wed-
ding singer has been handed
a top honour.

Sophie Burrell Vocals has been
announced as West Midlands
Highly Commended at The Wedding
Industry Awards 2026 (TWIA) in
the Musical Act category.

Based on average voter scores
and feedback from customers from
the past 12 months and the opinion
of more than 160 expert judges, the
2026 Awards saw 26,747 votes cast
for 1,300 entrants.

Of these, 1,000 wedding busi-
nesses became Regional Finalists.

Sophie said: “Being still fairly
new to the wedding industry and my
first year in the awards, I was just
happy to attend the finals evening
for West Midlands.

“No way did I expect to walk
home with Highly Commended

Musical Act.”

Regional Winners are being
announced at a series of events
held across the country throughout
November including at Albrighton
Hall Hotel in Shrewsbury for the
West Midlands.

All of the Regional Winners will
then go through to the National
Final in Liverpool on January 21.

Founder of The Wedding Industry
Awards, Damian Bailey, said: “TWIA
is the most rigorous, respected and
coveted awards in the UK wedding
industry so the regional Winners
really are at the top of their game.

“The competition is tough, the
standards very high indeed, but
thanks to over 26,747 client votes
and our panel of more than 160
expert judges, the Regional Winners
have risen to the top in an industry
that absolutely demands the best.”
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Putting the work in
for a spring display

GREEN-FINGERED resi-
dents dug in and helped plant
over 19,000 spring bulbs at
Kingshurst Park.

Schoolchildren, community
groups and people who live in the
area came together to plant a selec-
tion of daffodils and crocuses added
across the site as part of the park’s
regeneration.

The Mayor of Solihull, Councillor
Annette Mackenzie, joined pupils
from St Anthony’s Catholic Primary
School and local volunteers in the
planting effort.

She said: “Seeing residents of all
ages working side by side shows

how deeply people care about this
park. Every bulb planted reflects
a shared commitment to making
Kingshurst a place where everyone
feels connected and proud of their
surroundings.

“I can’t wait to come back in a
couple of months when we should
see the entire park burst into col-
our.”

The bulb planting complements a
wider programme of improvements
due for completion next month.

Designed by Solihull Council’s
landscape architects, new features
include inclusive play equipment, a
graffiti wall, shaded seating, resur-
faced paths, and improved access

Children from
St Anthony’s
Catholic
Primary School
join the Mayor
of Solihull to
plant bulbs

in Kinghurst
Park.

across the park. New benches, bins,
and cycle stands will help create a
cleaner, more accessible environ-
ment.

The authority says a focus on
biodiversity runs throughout the
project, with new trees, hedges,
and wildlife boxes being installed
to support local ecosystems and
encourage residents to connect
with nature.

The park enhancement project
has been funded through the
Government’s UK Shared Prosperity
Fund and forms part of the broader
regeneration of Kingshurst village
centre.

THE

JONES FAMILY

C_—=0 JEVELL FR SFo~-0

IN-HOUSE
JEWELLERY

WAT
BATTE

CH
RIES

SATCHWELL WALK,
LEAMINGTON SPA
01926 882552

£ 1G]in]

CASH FOR
GOLD & SILVER

TALISMAN SQUARE,

KENILWORTH
01926 954271

FINE
JEWELLERY
EXPERTS.

. WATCH z
STRAPS & PEARL
. RESTR |

ROYAL PRIORS,
LEAMINGTON SPA
01926 893393

WWW.TIFJEWELLERS.CO.UK

JPROFESSIONAL

EWELLER

— Awards 2025 —

FOR APPOINTMENTS EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@TJFJEWELLERS.CO.UK
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SALES & LETTINGS

’O

PEOPLE | PROPERTY | PASSION

D/l’l +CO.

Solihull’s Favourite Agent

Tel: 0121 775 0101 / 01564 777 314 sales@dmandcohomes.co.uk lettings@dmandcohomes.co.uk www.dmandcohomes.co.uk
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The gift of a good festive read

AS we gear up
for the big day,
it brings with
it a longing for
stories that feel
as comforting as a woollen
blanket.

Christmas is a season made for
reading - when the world slows
just enough for us to lose our-
selves in a good book.

‘Whether your festive mood
calls for mystery, romance, nos-
talgia or pure magic, these five
Christmas books offer the per-
fect literary companions for your
cosiest evenings.

i

A Christmas Carol by Charles
Dickens

No festive reading list is com-
plete without the story that shaped

e Sunday Times bes

( hrl stma
‘Bookshop

the season itself. Dickens’ classic
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge - equal
parts ghost story, social com-
mentary, and joyful redemption
- still sparkles with life nearly
two centuries on. At just over 100
pages, it’s the ideal read for a
busy December. And for those of
us who like being doubly festive,
why not follow up with watch-
ing one of it’s many adaptations.
My favourite being The Muppet’s
version.

The Christmas Bookshop by
Jenny Colgan

If you're dreaming of a cosy
escape, Colgan’s charming novel
delivers exactly that. Set in a
crumbling Edinburgh bookshop
in the heart of winter, this is a
story about second chances, sis-

terhood, and falling in love - both
with people and places. Colgan’s
has the skill to make a literary
world you want to jump right it.
A brilliantly cosy book. .

Perfect for readers who love
feel-good fiction, bookshops, and
a touch of festive romance.

One Day in December by
Josie Silver

This modern winter romance
begins with a fleeting moment
- two strangers locking eyes
through a bus window - and blos-
soms into a decade-long jour-
ney of missed chances, hopes,
and heartbreaks. Set against the
backdrop of twinkling London,
it’s a warm, emotional story that
captures the way love can sur-
prise us, especially at Christmas.

LETTERS FROM
FATHER CHRISTMAS

One to pick up if you want
something heartfelt and utterly
addictive.

Letters from Father
Christmas by J. R. R. Tolkien

Long before Middle-earth,
Tolkien wrote magical letters
from “Father Christmas” to his
children. Filled with illustrated
adventures featuring polar bears,
goblins, and the bustling life of
the North Pole, this beautiful col-
lection is a treasure for families
and nostalgic readers alike. It’s
whimsical, generous, and infused
with childlike wonder - every-
thing Christmas should be.

Hercule Poirot’s Christmas
by Agatha Christie

(sadiacd.
HERCULE P

Not everyone craves sugar-
sweet stories - and for those
who like their Christmas with a
twist, Christie’s holiday murder
mystery is irresistible. When a
wealthy patriarch is found dead in
alocked room during a tense fam-
ily gathering, Poirot must unravel
the truth amid lies, secrets, and
festive chaos. Deliciously dra-
matic, wickedly clever, and end-
lessly fun.

Best for readers who want a
sharper, more suspenseful slice
of Christmas.

Whether you're curled up by
the window watching snow fall
or unwinding after a busy day
of festivities, these books offer
warmth, wonder, and a welcome
escape.

Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express

Steam to Carlisle.

~Bob-Green

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY

Saturday 7, 21, 28 February 2026

This day trip provides a wonderful opportunity
to get out and about during the winter months,
with the added bonus of steam haulage over
the Northern Fells, including the spectacular
Settle & Carlisle Railway.

We have a high speed journey down the West
Coast Main Line to Carnforth, hauled by a blue
Class 86 electric locomotive. We then enjoy a
circular steam tour outwards via Shap to Carlisle
and back via the Settle and Carlisle line.

We return from Preston to London behind our
blue electric locomotive.

* Departs Rugby and Nuneaton
* From £115 per person
* Premier Dining available

MAGNIFICENT LOCOMOTIVES ¢ SCENIC JOURNEYS ¢ FASCINATING DESTINATIONS

2
BRTISH
TRAVEL
AWARDS
2020
BESTTRAVEL COMPANY
AL HILOATS

BEST SPECIAL WTEREST

AL AdLTS HOLIAY COMPANY

On-board dining options available. Refreshments available to purchase on-board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only - locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company - The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King’s Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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Christmas Shopping
as it Should Be

Escape the Ordinary
This Christmas

This Christmas and New Year, ditch the routine and
dive into adventure at Hatton Escape Rooms!
Gather the family, crack clever clues, uncover
hidden secrets and race against the clock together.
Packed with excitement, laughs and teamwork, It's
the ultimate festive challenge for curious minds.
Make memories that last longer than the leftovers -
book now at hattonescaperooms.com

Discover the Magic of Christmas in
our Charming Rural Shopping Village H

Step back in time and explore the nooks and crannies of our beautifully bi

restored Victorian farm buildings, twinkling with festive lights and brimming
with Christmas spirit.

Discover a treasure trove of independent shops offering gifts you simply
won’t find on the high street, from ladies’ fashion, seasonal homeware,
handmade jewellery and more.

But the magic doesn’t stop there! Treat your loved ones (or yourself!) to
something extra special with our range of services that make perfect
presents including hairdressers, beauticians, and even a tattoo studio.

Find something truly Unusual, Unique, and Boutique this Christmas.

Markets are back at Hatton , British Garden Centre’s
» ’:§ N -':‘ and feeling festive! : BRI, Christmas Shop returns to

Join us to soak up the festive . e Hatton this year, packed

(th S+mas atmosphere every weekend w ! ) to the rz?n"ters with
from Nov 29th to Dec 21st & oo Ry everything you need to

M k .l— then every day from 22nd to ' . transform your home into
ay e S 24th Dec. T 2 a magical festive setting.

Garden Centre & Shop Village

Hatton Country World, Hatton, CV35 8XA
Hattonworld.com
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The Jewellers of Warwick -
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CASH FOR CHRISTMAS"

Sell your gold in any condition

IMMEDIATE CASH OFFER
OR STORE CREDIT

ver, ecember 19, 2025
L
N
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| Ready for Christmas?

From broken chains to lone earrings and
old rings that are no longer worn; we can
" help with an immediate cash offer or store
credit on all Gold and Silver Items

) Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk

Tel: 01926 494 494 Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk
2 High Street, Warwick, CV34 4AP




The Observer, Friday December 19, 2025

Mum’s story underlines
familiar drink drive plea

“I NEVER thought this would
happen to us,” - the message
from a mum whose daugh-
ter was seriously injured by a
drink driver.

At the start of Warwickshire
Police’s operation to remove drink
and drug drivers from the county’s
roads, the mother, named Victoria,
has a message for parents and
young drivers this festive season.

Victoria’s life changed forever
on a summer night in June 2024.
Her 18-year-old daughter, Amelia,
was out celebrating finishing her
A-levels with friends. Hours later,
Victoria was standing in a hospi-
tal, praying her daughter would
survive a brain injury caused by a
drink driver.

The 18-year-old driver of the car
Amelia was in had been drinking.
He lost control and crashed into
a tree.

Victoria said: “Do you want
your mum to sit in a courtroom,
wondering if her son is going to
prison?“ That’s what the mother
of this drink driver had to do. It's
devastating on both sides.

Amelia spent nine days in hos-
pital. When she came home,
Victoria and her family became
her carers. Now, every month,
they travel across the country for
medical appointments.

The driver who crashed that
night pleaded guilty. His was given
a suspended 16 month prison sen-
tence, ordered to carry out 250

et

In Warwickshire, drink or drug driving is a factor in one in seven fatal or serious crashes.
Warwickshire Police will be stepping up roadside tests during Christmas and New Year.

hours unpaid work and given a
three year driving ban.

In Warwickshire, drink or
drug driving is a factor in one
in seven fatal or serious crash-
es. Warwickshire Police will be
stepping up roadside tests during
Christmas and New Year.

“I don’t want this to happen to
anyone else,” said Victoria. Her

message is simple - “Think before
you drive and don’t risk it”.
Victoria’s gave a message to driv-
ers: “One bad choice can change
everything. For you, your pas-
sengers, and your family. If you've
been drinking or using drugs, don’t
drive - ever! A drink or drug con-
viction could affect your freedom,
social life, even your job. Always

opt for no drinks if you are getting
behind the wheel.”

To parents, Victoria said: “Set
the ground rules. You're not going
out in a car full of friends. You're
not getting in a car with someone
who's just passed their test. Give
your young adult accompanied
driving experience and set bound-
aries to keep them safe.”
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Advice on
batteries

RESIDENTS across Warwickshire are
reminded to recycle their Christmas
batteries safely.

‘Warwickshire County Council’s waste
and recycling service warn batteries
should never be placed in the house-
hold waste or recycling bin as they
pose a serious fire risk, having caused
several fires at waste sites across the
county.

When batteries end up in waste or
recycling streams, they can be easily
damaged by sorting equipment. Once
damaged, they can overheat, ignite, and
even explode, creating dangerous situ-
ations for waste management facilities
and workers.

Residents are encouraged to, firstly,
opt for rechargeable batteries. These
are better for the environment as they
take much longer, often years, to
become part of waste streams.

For residents who have non-re-
chargeable batteries (or rechargeable
batteries that are no longer holding
charge) to be disposed of, these should
be taken to a household waste recycling
centre, which has a special section for
used batteries, or large supermarkets
and some large shops have special
bins where batteries can be disposed
of safely.

WCC’s environment spokesperson
Coun Darren Cheshire said: “It’s impor-
tant that our residents think very care-
fully about how they dispose of batter-
ies all year round and particularly at
Christmas when so many are used in a
range of toys and gadgets. Something
as tiny as a battery can lead to a great
deal of damage and disruption to waste
processing services if they are disposed
of incorrectly.”

V'V wilkes

Helping You Resolve
Inheritance Disputes.

Straightforward and compassionate
legal support for Will & estate dispute

s
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Brits strangest gifts revealed

A BLOW-up boyfriend, a sin-
gle sock and a potato with
the recipient’s name on it
have been revealed among
some of the UK’s strangest
Christmas gifts.

A new nationwide study com-
missioned by blood cancer charity
Leukaemia Care has revealed that
many Brits are rethinking the way
they give gifts at Christmas — espe-
cially at the last minute.

Around half of the 2,000 sur-
veyed admit they regularly re-gift
unwanted presents, and more than
a third say they would rather donate
to charity than buy a token gift.

The research, released to launch
Leukaemia Care’s winter appeal
‘The Unseen Gift’, uncovers the
scale of waste and pressure sur-
rounding festive giving in the UK.

Almost a quarter of people say
they receive up to two gifts each
Christmas that they don’t actu-
ally want, and a similar propor-
tion choose to donate unwanted
presents to charity.

Over 60 per cent admit to buying
last-minute panic gifts just for the
sake of having something to give,
and almost half feel pressured to
spend more than they can afford at
Christmas.

‘When asked about the strangest
or most unwanted presents they’'ve
ever received, respondents revealed
that things can go very wrong.

Among the most common were
single socks, toiletries, cheap nov-
elty mugs, soap, stationery, and ill-
fitting clothing - with many admit-
ting they’d been handed something
that had clearly been re-gifted or

chosen in a last-minute panic.

But some answers took a much
quirkier turn. People reported being
given everything from a potato with
their name written on it to a brick, a
concrete rabbit, a Viking necklace,

and even a sign for a cheese shop.
A surprising number mentioned
risque gadgets, including a ‘blow-
up boyfriend’ and a ‘ladybird bat-
tery massager’. Others recalled gifts
that were just plain bizarre, such as

a cable wire, a home-made fort (as
an adult), or a custom bobblehead
of their boss.

Together, the stories paint a pic-
ture of well-meant generosity gone
hilariously wrong, and underline
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how much money is wasted each
year on presents no one really
wants.

Leukaemia Care’s The Unseen
Gift campaign encourages people
to give differently by donating in
someone’s name to support those
affected by blood cancer, instead of
buying an unwanted or unnecessary
present.

Colin Dyer, chief executive of
Leukaemia Care, said: “Every year,
millions of pounds are spent on
gifts that end up forgotten, re-gifted
or in the bin.

“The Unseen Gift is about turn-
ing that waste into something truly
meaningful, a gift that could help
save a life, support patients and
advise families how best to navi-
gate what can be a difficult time
together.

“We know people want to show
they care, but this research shows
many of us are tired of the pressure
and the excess. By giving an unseen
gift, you're still giving - but in a way
that makes a lasting difference.

“We all want Christmas to feel
special, but sometimes the most
powerful gifts are the ones you can’t
wrap. Supporting someone through
a diagnosis, funding a helpline call,
or helping us reach another family
in need - those are gifts that truly
matter.”

The charity hopes the campaign
will inspire people to rethink how
they give, and remind them that
even small, thoughtful acts can
make a tangible impact.

Visit www.leukaemiacare.org.uk/
theunseengift to leave an unseen

Earwax
removal

¢60 for both ears

.
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Scan here to book
an appointment

Solihull Hearing Centre 21 Drury Lane Tel 0121704 1125

Conditions apply.

Specsavers
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Centre manager Helen Jones said the Christmas
dinner came just when everyone needed a boost.
followed by entertainment.

Students learning English at the weekly

intermediate ESOL class performed Cinderella, while
music was provided throughout the meal by Michael,
John and Bob, and there was also a quiz.

Centre manager Helen Jones said: “It is so lovely to
bring the community together like this. There was a
huge amount of chatter and friendship in the room at
a time when we all need a boost.”

The SYDNI Centre is at the heart of the Sydenham
estate and provides support to the local community.

It is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm.

Visit www.sydni.org for more details.

CHRISTMAS dinner was served at the SYNDI
Centre in Leamington.
Some 80 guests sat down to a festive feast

Volunteers arrive at Le ajsk to hand
RIGHT: Sister Teresa preparing Chri

over the vehicles to Ukrainian soldiers.
stmas presents for children.
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Spreading festive cheer
and some vital supplies

THREE more ambulances have arrived
in Ukraine from south Warwickshire
- filled with medical supplies and
Christmas gifts.

Ambulances 59, 60, and 61, funded by
LKQ Euro Car Parts, Gursewak Trust, and
the Warwickshire Freemasons, included
presents for children from refugee fami-
lies and orphans, as well as vital medical
supphes provided by Ukraine Medical

Charity.

The gifts and medical supplies will be
distributed by the Sisters of St Joseph.

Donations included five boxes of new
children’s clothing from Boden and £500
from Warwick Rotary Club, together
with chocolate from Leamington History
Group, Kenilworth Lions and Lifestyle
Gift Cards.

In Le ajsk, eastern Poland, the volunteer
drivers met with officers of the Ukrainian
army, who received the ambulances and
promptly set off for eastern Ukraine,
where they will be used to save lives as
quickly as possible.

Volunteer Harnek Singh said: “It was
a great adventure, but above all, it felt

meaningful to have done something to
make a real difference. It was humbling to
meet the soldiers who travelled from the
front line to meet us.

Harnek Singh said: “These deliveries
would not have been possible without the
incredible generosity and commitment
of our partners, donors, and volunteers.
Every contribution helps us continue our
mission to provide vital support and hope
to those most in need, especially children
and vulnerable families affected by the
conflict.”

:jf'RuisBth

WINTER SUPPORT

Preparing you for the winter m

Whether you need help with living expenses,
accessing food, or finding a safe and warm

community space. Rugby Borough Council is
here to help you through the winter months.

We recognise the additional challenges that
come with shorter days and colder weather.

Get support at rugby.gov.uk/wintersupport

Or call (01788) 533533

FOR SALE: The Mightiest MINI of Them All
(MINI 5-Door Hatch ¢ 1.6 One * Manual * Petrol * Black * 84,329 miles
* Registered March 2013)

Behold the BEST. CAR. EVER. Yes, it’s MINI in size... but MEGA in attitude.
This sleek black hatchback has been loved, cherished, adored, and routinely

reassured that it is, in fact, “the best car ever.” It now seeks a new human with

great taste... someone who appreciates style, personality, and looking
effortlessly cool in any neighbourhood.

* MINI car. MAX charm.

* SMALL size. BIG Personality.
* Tiny footprint. Huge fun.

* 1598 cc of “heck yes.”

* Best car ever? Yep.

The Juicy Facts

* Mileage: 84,329 miles of joyful adventuring
* Fuel type: Petrol (the classic, the original, the vibe)
* Engine size: 1598 cc of eager oomph

* Body type: Hatchback (the most practical of the cuties)
* Colour: Black — slimming, stylish, never goes out of fashion
* Transmission: Manual — for people who actually enjoy

driving

* First registered: March 2013, a vintage of distinction
Looking for a Good Home

This MINI has been treated like royalty (friendly royalty,
not the stiff-upper-lip kind). It deserves someone who will
appreciate its beauty, nurture its zoom, and maybe even
give it a cool name like “Sir Mini lII” or “Lil’ Thunder.”
What You Get

* A car that fits everywhere
* he joy of knowing you've chosen the fun...
option

* A car that parks anywhere (experience others watch you in £

envy)

* A dashboard that makes you feel happy everytime you look

at it.

* A driving experience best described as “WHEEEEEE!”
* The smug satisfaction of having the best taste in town!

and AWESOME

If you want a car that’s fun, friendly, frugal, and fuII of character, then
congratulations — your search ends here.

Fully Serviced and maintained, taxed and MOT to March 26
£3,500
07889 016452

DM me. Take it for a spin. Fall in love. Drive away smiling.
Only good homes need apply.
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ZBED FACTORY

(We are bigger than we look)

m/ Ul 46 1000
pocket springs
mattress,natural
fillings
was £499

NOW £299,
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4’6
mattress hase
and headhoard

NOW ONLY
£499

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL

139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
&01926 422404 sales@thebedfactory.co.uk

and www.thebedfactory.co.uk Trustpilot * * * *x *
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WARWICK
DISTRICT

A message from the Leader and Deputy Leader

Every year, the season of goodwill brings out much of the warmth and kindness
that defines our district.

Our hope is that you will be able to spend the Christmas break with friends and
family and enjoy the local festive activities, hospitality and gift shopping in our
towns and in so doing support our amazing independent businesses. Also, if the
weather is good, you can get out and about in our wonderful public parks and
open spaces.

Unfortunately we know that for some residents this time of year can be especially
challenging. That's why we would like to pay tribute to our staff, partners and
many volunteers within our commmunities who will continue to support

the most vulnerable throughout the holiday period and the

cold winter months ahead.

However you choose to spend it we wish you

a very happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.

Councillor lan Davison and Councillor Chris King

JP McCUE SEAN DODDS

HOLLIE CHARLIE EMMA
SMITH-NELSON SMART MARSH

Help with finding
your way

This is your guide

to local services in
Warwick District with
the latest information on
Community Hubs and

The District Council offices including the Royal
Pump Rooms Customer Service hub will be
closed from Thursday 25 December and will
reopen on Friday 2 January for phone calls
and face to face appointments.

Emergency out of hours contacts

Dangerous or life-
threatening situation,

call 999

Car parks 01926 314009
or 01926 456128

Report flooding

Homelessness,
dangerous buildings
or structures, Lifeline

service

0300 303 5573

Environment Agency
0345 988 1188 (flooding
from rivers)

Severn Trent Water
on 0800 783 4444

Services.

Help with food, welfare

and employment.

Energy Saving Advice

Council and Government

grants and support.

mazE Scan the QR
code to

Council housing repairs
01926 456129

S=———

Lifeline

Supporting communitios across Warwickshire

The Lifeline service provides
assistance in an emergency 24
hours a day, 365 days a year.
0 Lifelineservices

€ Lifeline Services

Footprint Lifeline

+ Can be used anywhere

« Contains a mobile sim

» Comes in 4 different colours

+ Has a built in fall detector and GPS

“““J

?Footprint

Digital Lifeline

* Used around the home

» Does not need Landline
connection (has mobile sim)

« Easily moved from room to room

* No call charges/ line rental

* Can be connected to other
telecare products

Rent: £5.35 per week

For more information contact us on:
T: 0300 3035573 E: lifelineservices awarwickdc.gov.uk
W: www.warwickdc.gov.uk/lifeline

(flooding from sewers
and burst water mains.)

download
your copy.

AFE SPAC

T“E a1 AOVINTORETIRTNEVER o

FRI 5 DEC 25 - SUN 4 JAN 26

> 334 418 | royalspacentreandfownhallc

| Sp %

The ‘Safe Space’ is there for anyone who feels unsafe, finds themselves in
an uncomfortable situation or needs some support on a night out.

South Lodge, Parade, Leamington Spa Open Fridays & Saturdays and New Years Eve 10pm to 4am.

Other support

Helping Hands Community
Project Tel. 01926 768500
helpinghandscharity.org.uk

LWS Night Shelter
Tel: 075900 535548

P3 Charity
Tel: 0808 164 6220

The Warwickshire Local Welfare
Scheme
Tel. 0800 408 1448 / 01926 359182

If you are concerned about
someone you believe is sleeping
rough, please report this to
thestreetlink.org.uk and offer
your long-term support to

the homeless by donating to
meaningfulchange.org.uk/
leamington.

Festive events
and markets

Kenilworth Market
Abbey End, Kenilworth
Thursday 18 December
9am to 3pm

Leamington Market

Holly Walk, Leamington Spa
Friday 19 December

10am to 4pm

Warwick Market
Market Square, Warwick
Saturday 20 December
9am to 3pm

Carols at Kenilworth Castle
Saturday 20 December
515pm-7pm
kenilworthlionsclub.co.uk/
carols/

Carols at Warwick Castle
Saturday 20 December
6.30pm-9pm
warwick-castle.com

Leamington

Christmas Market
Parade, Leamington Spa
Sunday 21 December
10am to 5pm

Pantomime - Peter Pan

Royal Spa Centre

5 December to 4 January
royalspacentreandtownhall.
co.uk

Kenilworth Lions

Duck Race

Abbey Fields

Friday 26 December
11.30am-12.30pm
kenilworthlionsclub.co.uk
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GStratford & Warwick +

Districts recycle
Working together

Collecl'ion serVice to deliver Waste Services

Your refuse, recycling and food waste
collections will change over Christmas

There will be no refuse, recycling or food waste

collections on Christmas Day, Boxing Day or New Pownl?ad oL aPp
Year’s Day. All collections will be affected by the Cwaw'\l’:.:k District
ounci

following changes:

Get waste collection

Thu 25 December 2025 Sat 27 December 2025 phone with our app - visit
Fri 26 December 2025 Mon 29 December 2025 www.warwickdc.
Mon 29 December 2025 Tue 30 December 2025 gov.uk/app for details.
Tue 30 December 2025 Wed 31 December 2025
Wed 31 December 2025 Fri 2 January 2026

Thu 1 January 2026 Sat 3 January 2026 [5)
Fri 2 January 2026 Mon 5 January 2026 -
00
Mon 5 January 2026 Tue 6 January 2026 e —
Tue 6 January 2026 Wed 7 January 2026 SCAN ME (%} ®
Wed 7 January 2026 Thu 8 January 2026 ———

Thu 8 January 2026
Fri 9 January 2026

Fri @ January 2026
Sat 10 January 2026

TToN , load on the
> Google Play « App Store

Normal collections will resume on Monday 12 January 2026.
Please ensure your bins are presented at the edge of your property by 6am on your new collection day.

R

Garden waste collections
There will be NO garden waste collections from Saturday 27 December 2025 to Thursday 8 January 2026.
Garden waste collections will resume from Friday 9 January 2026.

You can now recycle
plastic packaging and
wrapping.

Visit www.sherbournerecycling co.uk/flex
to find out more.

For more information visit: www.warwickdc.gov.uk/ christmasrecycling



PAGE 26

Special Feature
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A right Royal Christmas tradition

FROM PRESENTS

to puddings, many

of today’s favour-

ite Christmas tra-

ditions were popu-

larised by Queen
Victoria and the royal family
in the 19th century.

Several of the traditions still

loved today are rooted in Germanic
heritage thanks to Queen Victoria’s
husband, Prince Albert. The prince,
who moved to England to marry
the queen, embraced his childhood
traditions and introduced them to
his family.

In the early years of Victoria’s
reign, the royal family celebrat-
ed Christmas at Windsor Castle.
However after Albert’s death in

dlnner ’

1861, the queen began celebrating
the festive season at Osborne, their
holiday home on the Isle of Wight.

Continuing these festive tradi-
tions after his death was a tangible
way of keeping Albert’s memory
alive. It also inspired a nation and
these customs began to be seen
in the private homes of Victorian
England.

Decorating Christmas Trees

Decorating trees at Christmas
was a festive activity popularised
by Prince Albert. Inspired by his
heritage, trees in the royal house-
hold were adorned with lit candles
and trinkets and the interiors filled
with evergreen decorations.

But Victoria and Albert weren’t
the first royals to put up what is
known today as a Christmas tree.
George III married Queen Charlotte
who, like Albert, was raised in
Germany. Charlotte is credited with
bringing decorated evergreen trees
to England when she introduced
their first Christmas tree at Queen’s
Lodge, Windsor, in 1800.

Victoria and Albert are so closely
linked to the tradition because they
were famously illustrated standing
beside a decorated tree with their
children. The engraving was pub-
lished in the press in the 1840s and
it quickly took hold of the national
imagination.

Turkey or festive bird for din-
ner

Victoria and Albert enjoyed tur-
key at Christmas. They would sit
together as a family for their main
meal and enjoy turkey with all
the trimmings. Later they might
indulge in a plum pudding

Naturally finances influenced
what families put on their Christmas
tables, and the majority of peo-
ple in Victorian England were not
wealthy. Where possible a festive
bird remained central to a fam-
ily dinner and for many this would
have meant a goose, like Charles
Dickens illustrates in A Christmas
Carol. Some even joined a goose
club so they could pay in instal-
ments throughout the year.

Giving gifts

Giving gifts at Christmas wasn’t a
tradition the Victorians introduced,
but they certainly made it a part of
their family festivities. Presents were
shared on the evening of Christmas
Eve, rather than Christmas Day as
is traditional in the 21st century.

In the royal household Queen
Victoria  insisted unwrapped
presents be spread out across
tables, as they did with royal birth-
days. There are references in the
queen’s diaries about the gifts she
gave and received at this time.

Victoria and Albert famously gave

each other jewellery, works of art,
sculptures, paintings. Often the chil-
dren and grandchildren would give
the queen things that they would
have made themselves like paint-
ings, embroidery or handicrafts.
Poorer Victorians would have
been forced to live within their
means. Elaborate tables filled with
gifts may not have been adopted by
a more modest Victorian family, but
the concept of sharing gifts was a
part of the annual celebrations.

Plum pudding

Christmas puddings featured reg-
ularly on the royal dessert menu
at Osborne, and are again refer-
enced by Dickens as a treat enjoyed
by regular Victorians. It was often
served with a kind of sauce, per-
haps an English custard or creme
anglaise. But while a staple on the
Victorian Christmas table, the hum-
ble pudding began as a pottage in
the Medieval period.

Today brandy custard is a popular
addition to the Christmas table and
in a similar way to lighting modern
puddings, Victoria and her family
enjoyed a similar activity involving
this ingredient, albeit with a slightly
dangerous twist. They would set
fire to a bowl of raisins soaked in
some sort of alcohol and the aim
was to extract as many raisins as
possible from the bowl.

® Battery 10 AMP
® Range up to 9 miles

lines

compromising on performance.

Recommended retail price
£2,299.99

OUR PRICE

£1699*

Max Mobility Ltd, 7 Sherbourne Arcade, Coventry, CV1 1DN (opposite Home Bargains)
www.maxmobili

Pictures for illustration =

02476 630444

CALL TO BOOK YOUR
SCOOTER SERVICE

M BiLTY)

® Net weight without battery 12 kg
@ Chargeable on and off board
@ Fully compliant with all major air

This Lightest Complete Scooter refines
portability with its ultra-lightweight
design, tipping the scales at just 12 kg.
Perfect for lifting, carrying and storing
with ease, this scooter is ideal for those
seeking ultimate convenience without

Compact, reliable and easy to transport,
this Ultralight Complete Scooter is the
perfect choice for life on the go.

Prices with VAT Exemption

Call for Home I]emnnstration

* At time of advert going to press

tyltd.co.uk

ije/c

Prices start from just

al Family

An/n/@ufn/cem/en/ S

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory
Announcements can all be placed in your Observer to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688 or email details to

us (including photograph if desired) with your telephone

contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost
reception@bullivantmedia.com

£15

(ine Vat)
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PH A PAUL HOLA ‘

paul holman 2

Children’s TV Legend Emmerdale &
& Masterchef Coronation'Street

DAVE BENSGN PHILLIPSSMBILL\WARD

SIMON - <l Brltaln’s Got Talent
BASHFOBD Y » % . - TONY RUDD

PALACE 8DEC*25 -4 JAN ‘26
THEATRE BOX OFFICE 01527 65203
REDDITCHPALACETHEATRE.CO.UK
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Solihull Funeral Home
67-71 Warwick Road, Solihull.
0121 706 4040
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Yardley Funeral Home
112, Church Road, Yardley
0121 784 3230

Shirley Funeral Home

100 Stratford Road, Shirley.
0121 726 2626

C. Bastock Ltd Funeral Directors

Independent and Family owned since 1856

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
=

Thomas Bragg & Sons
Funeral Directors

established 1869

We create personal and
unique funerals to celebrate
your loved one. Caring for
families of all faiths in Shirley
and the surrounding areas.

24 Hour Personal Care
Shirley
0121 314 7292

Knowle

01564 758 664

www.thomasbragg.co.uk

d 20
\iz L)
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
[ =

William H Painter

Funeral Directors

Serving your local community since 1907

Dovehouse Parade

0121 314 8036
343 Warwick Road, Solihull B91 1BQ

Call us for advice and support
24 hours a day
Prepaid funeral plans available

\f williamhpainter.co.uk

MEMORIAL
SERVICES
—

FUNERAL
ARRANGEMENTS
—

As Time Goes By

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN
MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

FLORAL TRIBUTES
—

STNS%

THE NURSERY SHOP

519 Evesham Road,
Crabbs Cross,
Redditch, B97 5JP

uoun YoLed own

ﬂowers@nufseryshopreddifch.co.uk
www.nurseryshopredditch.co.uk

Tel‘o‘Dl 527 550 700

=~

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
===

A natural cemetery, within the picturesque
village of Temple Balsall, Solihull.

Temple Fields is a tranquil environment amongst
wild flowers, wildlife and unspoilt landscapes.

A peaceful, idyllic resting place, with a calm,
quiet atmosphere and beautiful views.

—_—

Temple Lane, Temple Balsall, Solihull B93 OAL
T: 01564 779531
E: info@temple-fields.co.uk
www.temple-fields.co.uk

*There are no restrictions or premiums for those residing outside of the area

THOMAS BROTHERS

01564 822001

o,

Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.

REDDITCH
01527 547777

WYTHALL « ALVECHURCH - ALCESTER

* BROMSGROVE
01527 831700

0121 445 3422

01789 330939

14 T
email: admlin@tho,l_has'br‘_ th
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Classified

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
CHAPEL STREET, LONG LAWFORD
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable new water connection
works.
Order Commences: 22 December 2025 for up to
18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 24 December 2025.
Access & Diversion: Chapel Street, Cross Street,
Main Street, West Street and vice versa.
Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 01332 820 920.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH R105 IN THE PARISHES OF
CHURCHOVER & NEWTON BIGGIN

Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic between
Grid References X452277 Y279014 and X452413
Y278739.

Reason for Order: To avoid the likelihood of danger
to the public while development works are in progress
on or near to the footpath.

Order Commences: 23 June 2025 and was due to
expire 22 December 2025. However, the Secretary
of State in exercise of his powers under Section 15(5)
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 has directed
that the Order shall continue in force until 22 September
2026, or until works are completed, whichever is the
earlier (unless the Secretary of State issues a further
direction).

Access & Diversion: Will be appropriately signed.
Contractor: Winvic Construction, Tel: 07541 688 149.

Order Commences: 6 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 12 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: 1. Straight Mile, Blue Boar
Flyover, Rugby Road, M45, M1, M6, A46, A45 2. Rugby
Road, Blue Boar Flyover, Straight Mile, A45, A46, M6,
M1, M45.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 01785 338 990.

D3574 HILLFIELD ROAD, D3575 PLEXFIELD ROAD
AND D3572 WHEATFIELD ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic as
follows:Wheatfield Road closed from Nelson Way to
Hillfield Road, Hillfield Road closed from Wheatfield
Road to Plexfield Road, Plexfield Road closed from
Hillfield Road to o/s No. 40 Plexfield Road.

Reason for Order: Footway reconstruction and
associated work, 08.00hrs-17.00hrs weekdays only.
Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 30 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Nelson Way, Blackwood Avenue,
Addison Road, B4642 Bilton Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
GREEN LANE AND PENN LANE, WIBTOFT

& PENN LANE, MONKS KIRBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to renew water mains
within the carriageway and verge. Works to be
completed in phases between 05/01/26-15/02/26.
Order 5 January 2026 for up to

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
CHURCHOVER LANE, HARBOROUGH MAGNA

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for renewal of
a water mains.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 1 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: Churchover Lane, Hospital
Lane, Harborough Magna Road, The Green, School
Street, Church Street, Lutterworth Road, Coton Road,
Leicester Road, Watling Street, A5, Montilo Lane and
vice versa.

Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.

B4455 FOSSE WAY, MONKS KIRBY

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic
between its junctions with the B4112 Withybrook
Road/Rugby Road and Coal Pit Lane/Mere Lane.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 09.30hrs-15.00hrs.

Order Commences: 9 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 January 2026.

18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 15 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Coal Pit Lane, Mere Lane, Fosse
Way, A5, Watling Street, and vice versa.

Contractor: For Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834
444.

D3255 SHERIFF ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Eastlands Road toLawrence Road.

Reason for Order: Footway reconstruction and
associated works, 08.00hrs-17.00hrs, weekdays only.
Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 6 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: Eastlands Road, Lawrence Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
CONISTON CLOSE, BROWNSOVER, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to renew water mains in
the carriageway and footway.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Access & Diversion: There will be no
to/from Bow Lane and Millars Lane via the B4455
Fosse Way whilst works are in progress. Coal Pit Lane,
B4428 (Lutterworth Road, Coventry Road), B4112
Withybrook Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
D3651 PRETORIAN WAY, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from its
junction with Glebe Farm Road.

Reason for Order: Carri and

8 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.
CAWSTON LANE, DUNCHURCH, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to connect onto existing
water main within the carriageway.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

associated works, 07.00hrs-18.00hrs, weekend only.
Order Commences: 3 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 4 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion. Vehicular
access & egress will be maintained where possible
and safe to do so for businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
HOULTON WAY, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable essential manhole
works.

Order Commences: 8 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Vicarage Hill, Rugby Road,
Main Street, Lilbourne Road, Hillmorton Lane and
vice versa.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 03456 027
723.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH FROM DUNCHURCH ROAD

T0 ALFRED GREEN CLOSE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic between
38 and 44 Alfred Green Close.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.
Order Commences: 7 January 2026 for up to 6 months.
Anticipated Completion: 8 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Will be available and signed.
Contractor: Core Highways, Tel: 07979 296 733.
STRAIGHT MILE, BOURTON ON DUNSMORE

& RUGBY ROAD, BLUE BOAR, DUNCHURCH

Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic in
phases as follows: 1. Straight Mile from junction
with A4071 to A45, Phase 1: 06/01/26-20/01/2026,
Phase 2: 19/02/2026-05/03/2026. 2. Rugby Road
from a junction with A4071 Rugby Road to A45 Phase
1:20/01/26-19/02/26 Phase 2: 05/03/26-12/03/26.
Reason for Order: To enable drainage works on A45
network, overnight 20.00hrs-06.00hrs.

9 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Coventry Road, Alwyn Road,
Northampton Lane, Cawston Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: McAndrews, Tel: 07399 662 559.

PYTCHLEY ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to repair/replace defective
manhole frame and covers.

Order Commences: 8 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 8 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Pytchley Road, Faraday Road,
Naseby Road, Cromwell Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918 298
599.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH R103 IN THE PARISH OF
CHURCHOVER

Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic between
grid reference 451097.14 E, 278496.01 N &
450665.542 E, 278467.073 N.

Reason for Order: To enable works in connection
with development at Rugby Gateway.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to
6 months.

Access & Diversion: Will be appropriately signed.
Contractor: Bloor Homes, Tel: 01604 684 400.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for
further details of our current & planned roadworks
visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/roadworks
map or call us 01926 412515,

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 18 Dec 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
——

Wa

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

CHURCH LANE, STONELEIGH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for replacement
of a telegraph pole, 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 5 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Core Highways, Tel: 03300 169 688.
CHAPEL LANE, BARNACLE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to lay approx 112 metres
of duct.

Order Commences: 5 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Callan Connect, Tel: 01213 275 167.
SPRING ROAD, BARNACLE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to lay approx 165 metres
of duct in the verge and carriageway.

Order Commences: 9 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 14 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Callan Connect, Tel: 01213 275 167.
HIGHFIELD LANE, CORLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to replace existing pole,
closed 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 9 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Highfield Lane, Smorrall Lane,
Breach Oak Lane, Howe Green Lane, Windmill Lane,
Red Lane, Park Lane, Nuneaton Road, Coventry
Road, Tamworth Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Core Highways, Tel: 03300 169 688.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 18 Dec 2025

kshire County Council

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE

WS transportation, trading as WS Homedel LTD
of | Force, Redd42, Heddera Road, Redditch,
B98 9EY Is applying for a licence to use Axiom
224, Harrison way, Precision Park, Leamington
spa, CV31 3TA as an operating centre for 40
goods vehicles and O trailers.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their
reasons, within 21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy
of their representations to the applicant at the
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide
to Making Representations is available at
'www.gov.uk/object-hgv-operator-licence.

PUBLIC NOTICES
E—

PROPOSED NEW HOMES &
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

Catesby Estates is preparing proposals for up to
150 new homes (including affordable housing)
and public open space at Land East of Banbury
Road, Southam.
This is an opportunity to review and provide

feedback on our proposals via the consultation
website: www.catesby-southam.co.uk
You can submit feedback via the website,
info@catesbyestates.co.uk, or by Freepost
CATESBY ESTATES.
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR FEEDBACK BY NO
LATER THAN SUNDAY 18TH JANUARY 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

SOLIHULL METROPOLITAN
BOROUGH COUNCIL

The Metropolitan Borough of Solihull
(Aqueduct Road, Solihull Lodge)
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

Wanmckshlre County Council proposes to make
the ing Temporary Traffic Orders:

(Total F of Motor
(Experimental Traffic Regulation)
Order 2026

Notice is hereby given that the Council have
made the above-mentioned Experimental
Order under the provisions of Sections 9 and
10 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as
amended, and all other enabling powers. The
Order shall come into effect on 5 January
2026 and will remain in force on an
experimental basis for a maximum period of
up to 18 months. The general nature and
effect of the Order will be as follows:-
Experimental of Motor i

D5047 SPRING LANE, LAPWORTH

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic
between Wharf Lane and Church Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 6 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 6 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: D5017 Wharf Lane, A3400
Stratford Road, B4439 Old Warwick Road, D5019
Church Lane, and vice versa.

: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

Aqueduct Road, Solihull Lodge - Between
its junction with Peterbrook Road and
Millisoms Road (a distance of approximately
340m). Access to the closed section of
Aqueduct Road will be maintained from the
Green Lane/Millisoms Road direction only.
General Exemptions Access for cyclists
and pedestrians will be maintained. Order
Modifications Where it appears necessary
for certain operational or other purposes, the
Council, or any person authorised by them
may modify or suspend the Order or any of
its provisions whilst the Order is in force. In
due course, the Council will consider whether
or not the provisions of the Experimental
Order should be continued in force indefinitely.
Within a period of six months from the Order
coming into force, (or if any or all of the Order
provisions are varied or modified by another
Order, from the date of that variation or
modification Order, whichever is the latest),
any person may object to the making of the
Order to continue on a permanent basis.
Further Information Further detalils for the
Experimental Order including the reasons
for making it are available from our website
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Roads-pavements
-and-streetcare//Traffic-regulation-orders
Further details can also be obtained by
written request from trorders@solihull.gov.uk
or the address below; or by visiting Solihull
Connect, The Core, Theatre Square,
Touchwood, Solihull during normal opening
hours. Making Comments or Objections
Comments or objections can be made via
trorders@solihull.gov.uk stating the grounds
on which the comment or objection is
being made by no later than 4 July 2026.
Alternatively, these can be made in writing to
Mr L Stevenson, Legal & Democratic Services,
at the address given below.

PAUL TOVEY, Head of Highway
Solihull i

Borough Council, Manor Square,
Sollhull B91 BQB

gov.uk

19 D« 2025

WWW.SOLIHULL.GOV.UK

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

SOLIHULL METROPOLITAN
BOROUGH COUNCIL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

(MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS)
ACT 1976

VARIATION TO HACKNEY CARRIAGE
AND PRIVATE HIRE FEES AND
CHARGES

Notice is hereby given that the Council
determined that the fees charged for
additional costs associated with driver
licences under the above act shall be
charged as follows:

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.

uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick GV34 4RL Date 18 Dec 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

CONRAD MCCARROLL (Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of 186 Beake Avenue
Coventry, CV6 3AW, who died on
18/10/2025, are required to send
writen  particulars thereof to the
undersigned on or before 20/02/2026,
after which date the Estate will be
distributed having regard only to the
claims and interests of which they
have had notice.

ANGELS SOLICITORS LLP, 117-119
New Union Street Coventry CV1 2NY

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

MARGARET WALTON
Deceased

Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
65 Berkeley Road, Shirley,
Solihull, West Midlands, B90
2HT, who died on 11/03/2025,
must send written details to
the address below by
20/02/2026, after which the
Estate will be distributed with
regard only to claims and
interests notified.

Helen Claydon
Northwood Banks and Co,
991 Doddington Road,
Lincoln, LN6 3SE.

Ref: FE22501 | | Walton

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

‘GOODS VEHICLE
'OPERATOR'S LICENCE
Beltic Ltd of Apartment 1
Desiolﬂ House  Southfield

Hinckley

These fees have been calculated on a cost
recovery basis. A copy of this notice will be
available for inspection by members of the
public during office opening hours at the
The Core, Theatre Square, Solihull, B91 3RG,
for a period of 28 days from the date of this
notice. Any objections should be made in
writing to that address or to licensing@
solihull.gov.uk before the end of the 28 day
period. Should no objections be received,
these fees and charges will have effect from
16 January 2026.

WWW.SOLIHULL.GOV.UK

— n LE10 1UG, is
Prg-_appllcatlon new apphcan( £98.00 appMng for a licence o use J
training course (including test) * Coates Garage Services L

Unit 2 Watling Street vl
Pre-application new applicant | cog 59 Luterworth LE17 6AR as an
test resit . operating centre for 5

> o vsmdes and5 nrauers

Existing driver renewal training | 074 5 Owners or occupiers of land
course (including test) - (including bunamgs) near the
Existing driver renewal training £26.00 that their use or enjoyment of
test resit . that land would be aflected,

the Traffic Commissioner,
Quary House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their
reasons, within 21 days of this
notice. Representors must at
the same time send a copy of
their representations to the
appiicant at the address given
atthe top of this notice. A Guide
to Making Representations is
available at hitps:/www.gov.uk/
government/

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

JULIE ENYIUKE KEMP
(Deceased)

Purstant o the Tustee Act 1925 any
persons having a caim aganst or an
Infrest inthe Estate of the above named,
ate of Formerly of 17 Regent Street,
Coventry, V1 3D, who died on
08/09/2023, are required to send written
particulars thereof to the undersigned on or
before 20/02/2026, afer which date the
Esttevil beistibuted having regard only
1o the cims and interests of which they
have had nofice.

ANGELS SOLICITORS LLP, 117-119 New
Urnion Street Coventry V1 28

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

STANLEY JOHN ARTHUR
(Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against oran
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of 110 Bryanston Road
Solihull, B! 1BP, who died on
05/12/2024, are required to send
written  particulars thereof to the
undersigned  on o before
20/02/2026, after which date the
Estate will be distributed having
regard only fo the claims and
interests of which they have had

notice.

HCB SOLICITORS,

679 Warwick Road, Sofihull
B913DA

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

HERBERT GEORG
MUNK (Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee
Act 1925 any persons
having a claim against or
an interest in the Estate
of the above named, late
of 31 Crescent Avenue,
Coventry, CV3 1HD, who
died on 20/10/2025, are
required to send written
particulars thereof to the
undersigned on or before
20/02/2026, after which
date the Estate will be
distributed having regard
only to the claims and
interests of which they
have had notice.
Alsters Kelley

9
making-representations-
objections-and-complaints-
goods-vehicle-operator-
icensing.

Limited,

1 Manor Terrace, Friars
Road, Coventry, cv1
2NU (Ref:TG/MUNG67/4)
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PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
_— [ = O .
NOTICE OF EXTENSION OF NOTICE OF EXTENSION OF
Rugby Borough Coundil Town & Country Planning
R Townand Country Planning || | IRUGBY “act 1990 Public Inquiry
Act 1990 (as amended)
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR :liltebaddress: Land North of Rounds Gardens, CRIME AND POLICING ACT CRIME AND POLICING ACT
PLANNING PERMISSION t5f Description: Redevel o 1984 SECTION 60 1984 SECTION 60
ACCOMPANIED BY AN the former football pitch and tennis courts RUGBY BOROUGH COUNCIL propose to RUGBY BOROUGH COUNCIL propose to
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT associated with the adjacent empl use, enew the Public Spaces Protection extend/renew the Public Spaces Protection

Application Number R22/0853
LAND NORTH OF STATION FARM
COTTAGE, LONDON ROAD, DUNCHURCH

Outline application for:

including demolition of the existing pavilion and
all other remaining structures and enclosures
relating to the previous use of the site; and the
erection of |15 dwellings, accesses, landscaping,
parking, drainage features and associated works

up to 350 Dwellings (Use Class C3); provision 01
open space, including means of access into the site
(not internal roads) and associated works, with all
other matters (relating to appearance, landscaping,
scale and layout) reserved.

This is a major development. This
development may affect a Public Right of Way

This application is accompanied by an
Environmental Statement which can be viewed
in electronic form at Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby, CV21 2RR for 30 days. Members of the
public may obtain copies of the Environmental
(ES) on USB Flash Drive for a charge of
£10 from louise. com
telephone 01295 672310, Oriel House 42 North
Bar, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX16 0TH. Printed
copy of the Non-Technical Summary can also be
obtained free of charge from Framptons

Please make any representation within 30
days of this notice to the Town Hall address
above, online or via email to SWR-
CawstonFarm2@rugby.gov.uk Please ensure your
full postal address is included.

Application Number R25/0979

LAND SOUTH OF MONTAGUE ROAD,
BILTON

Full application for the erection of 195 dwellings
(Use class C3), access, drainage, landscaping, open
space and associated infrastructure.

This is a major development

This application is accompanied by an
Environmental Statement which can be viewed
in electronic form at Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby, CV2I 2RR for 30 days. Members of the
public may be able to obtain a paper copy of the
Environmental statement from Michaela Corbett

N Corbett@taylorwi com at Taylor
Wimpey- Unit 2 Tournament Court, Edgebhill Dr,
Warwick CV34 6LG.

Hard copies of the full printed EIA including
technical appendices, can be posted at a cost of
£50. Volume | non-technical summary can be
posted at a cost of £10. Volume 2 can be posted at
a cost of £30. Volume 3 (technical appendices) can
be posted at a cost of £30. USB sticks containing
full electronic copies can be requested from the
same address at no charge.

Please make any representation within 30
days of this notice to the Town Hall address
above, online or via email to swr-
taylorwimpey2@rugby.gov.uk Please ensure your
full postal address is included.

If you wish to make an appointment to discuss the
application please contact the case officer.
Application Number R25/1059

HILLCREST HOUSE, SCHOOL HILL,
FLECKNOE, RUGBY, CV23 8AU

Single self-build dwelling with ancillary carers

This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Public Right of Way

Members of the publlc may inspect copies of the
the plans and d

with it online at: www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk

or in an electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,

Rugby CV21 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am

and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday until 12 January

2026. Please note a planning officer would not be

present.

If you wish to make an appointment to discuss the

application please contact the case officer.

Any person who wishes to make representation to

the above mentioned Council about the

applications should make them online -

www.planningportal.rugby.co.uk (search for

application number and select comment) - or in

writing by that date to The Chief Officer Growth

and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.

If an application is determined by the Planning

Committee, members of the public may have the

opportunity to speak at the meeting. More details

about public speaking are available from the

Council or on-line at:

'www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial applications,

in the event of an appeal against a refusal of

planning permnssmn dealt with on the bas:s of

in writing, any repi

made will be sent to the Secretary of State, and

there will be no further opportunity to comment at

the appeal stage.

Nicola Smith

Chief Officer - Growth and Investment

repr

A e: R24/0I 1
Appellant: St Modwen Hom:

Appeal Reference: APF/E37 | 5/W/15/337325 1
Appeal Start Date: 03-Oct-2025

An Inspector instructed by the Secretary of
State, M Jones, will hold an Inquiry regarding the
above, as detailed below:

Location: Council Chamber; Town Hall, Evreux
'Way, Rugby, CV2| 2RR

Start Date: 20th January 2026

Start Time: 10:00am

Members of the public may attend the Inquiry
and, at the Inspectors discretion, give their
views.

If you or anyone you know has a disability and is
concerned about facilities at the Inquiry please
contact the Council to discuss suitable
arrangements.

Anyone wishing to participate in the Inquiry
should contact the Local Planning Authority for
details of how to do so as soon as possible prior
to the enquiry via email
(lucy.davison@rugby.gov.uk) or via phone (01788
533696).

D ion relating to the

viewed online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby CV21 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday. Please note a
planning officer would not be present. If you
wish to make an appointment to discuss the
appeal please contact the case officer.
Information relating to the inquiry can be found
here: https://www.rugby.gov.uk/w/planning-
inquiry-land-north-of-rounds-gardens

'When made the decision will be published on-
line at: https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk

can be

NOTICE OF EXTENSION OF
A PUBLIC SPACES

RuesY

CRIME AND POLICING ACT
1984 SECTION 60

RUGBY BOROUGH COUNCIL propose to
extend/renew the Public Spaces Protection
Order dated 3 October 2022 for a period of
three years to prevent anti-social behaviour
arising at Newbold Quarry Nature Reserve being
satisfied that the effect, or likely effect, of the
activities are likely to have a detrimental effect
on the quality of life of the residents of the
Borough to be unreasonable, or are likely to be,
persistent and continuing in nature.

A copy of the existing Order and plan may
be seen free of charge at the Town Hall,
Evreux Way, Rugby. Copies of the Order
may be purchased for a fee of £5.00.

The Council would like to seek your views
to extend the existing 2022 order for a
further three years. Any representation or
objection can be presented on our
dedicated web page:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/PSPOconsultation

Alternatively, any comments and/or
objections should be sent in writing or by
lemail to the correspondence address below.
Proposed extension:

To extend the PSPOs for up to 3 years.

At the closure of the formal consultation period,
the Council will review all comments /objections
and will make a decision on whether to extend
the order or an alternative in part or in full.

The PSPO will continue to address anti-social
behaviour issues as detailed in the present order,
during the consultation period.

More details about the Public Spaces Protection
Order can be found on the Council website at:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/PSPOconsultation

Alternatively, any representation or objection to
the variation to the PSPO outlined in this notice
must be in writing addressed to:

Public Spaces Protection Orders Consultation,
C/O Environmental Health and Community
Safety Team, Rugby Borough Council, Evreux
'Way, Rugby, Warwickshire CV21 2RR

Dated 22 December 2025

Legal and Governance Manager

Order dated 3 October 2022 for a period of
three years to prevent anti-social behaviour
arising from dog fouling, dogs being off leads and
being in restricted play areas within areas
identified in the Order being satisfied that the
effect, or likely effect, of the activities are likely
to have a detrimental effect on the quality of life
of the residents of the Borough to be
unreasonable, or are likely to be, persistent and
continuing in nature.

A copy of the existing Order and plan may
be seen free of charge at the Town Hall,
Evreux Way, Rugby. Copies of the Order
may be purchased for a fee of £5.00.

'The Council would like to seek your views
to extend the existing 2022 order for a
further three years. Any representation or
objection can be presented on our
dedicated web page:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/PSPOconsultation

Alternatively, any comments and/or
objections should be sent in writing or by

Proposed extension:
To extend the PSPO for up to 3 years.

At the closure of the formal consultation period,
the Council will review all comments /objections
and will make a decision on whether to extend
the order or an alternative in part or in full.

The PSPO will continue to address anti-social
behaviour issues as detailed in the present
orders, during the consultation period. This
order applies to all public places.

More details about the Public Spaces Protection
Order can be found on the Council website at:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/PSPOconsultation

Alternatively, any representation or objection to
the PSPO outlined in this notice must be in
writing addressed to:

Public Spaces Protection Orders Consultation,
C/O Environmental Health and Community
Safety Team, Rugby Borough Council, Evreux
Way, Rugby, Warwickshire CV2| 2RR

Dated 22 December 2025

Legal and Governance Manager

email to the correspondence address below.

Order dated 3 October 2022 for a period of
three years to prevent anti- social behaviour
arising ingesting, inhaling, injecting, smoking or
otherwise using intoxicating substances within
areas identified on the plan in the Order being
satisfied that the effect, or likely effect, of the
activities are likely to have a detrimental effect
on the quality of life of the residents of the
Borough to be unreasonable, or are likely to be,
persistent and continuing in nature.

A copy of the existing Order and plan may
be seen free of charge at the Town Hall,
Evreux Way, Rugby. Copies of the Order
may be purchased for a fee of £5.00.

The Council would like to seek your views
to extend the existing 2022 order for a
further three years. Any representation or
objection can be presented on our
dedicated web page:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/PSPOconsultation

Alternatively, any comments and/or
objections should be sent in writing or by

Proposed extension:
 To extend the PSPO for up to 3 years.

At the closure of the formal consultation period,
the Council will review all comments /objections
and will make a decision on whether to extend
the order or an alternative in part or in full.

[The PSPO will continue to address anti-social
behaviour issues as detailed in the present
orders, during the consultation period. This
order applies to all public places.

More details about the Public Spaces Protection
Order can be found on the Council website at:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/PSPOconsultation

Alternatively, any representation or objection to
the variation to the PSPO outlined in this notice
must be in writing addressed to:

Public Spaces Protection Orders Consultation,
C/O Environmental Health and Community
Safety Team, Rugby Borough Council, Evreux
Way, Rugby, Warwickshire CV21 2RR

Dated 22 December 2025

Legal and Governance Manager

email to the correspondence address below.

01527
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Keeping you up to date with all the latest
information on local
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

If you need to advertise a Public Notiee call

588688

The Observer, Friday December 19, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

MARY REASON (Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a caim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of 34 Halifax Road Shirley
Soiiull, B0 28T, who died on
01/10/2025 are reqwmd fo send

Keeping you up to
written  partiulars thereof to the da|: wﬂul'q Al 'l;'e
undemgnedonorMureQﬂ/mm Pttt
after which date the Estate will be on Planning
distributed having regard only tothe | Proposals, Traffic
claims and interests of which they Notices. Goods
have had notice. Vehicle Operator

Licences, Licences
To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

ERIC BOWES & CO, 139 Stratford
Road Shirley Sofiull B0 3AY

IN MEMORIAM
=———

Graham
Fullwood

You are in my thoughts every day,
especially this time of year. You are
never forgotten and forever loved.

How could I forget your infectious
laugh and smile. Your spirit will live on
forever in my heart. My Sweet Lord, the
song you liked, a beautiful song and you

are with him now. God bless you.

A limb has fallen from the family tree.
Remember the best times, the laughter,
the song.

The good life I live while I was strong.
You are forever loved.

Love Carol and family
XXX

[t you have a
message for a
loved one, call our
team on

01527 588688




The Observer, Friday December 19, 2025

Classified

>

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair

SALES & WANTS

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BOXED Fisher Price
trio easy click bricks
with storage box
3-5yrs £10 0121 444
5250

PEUGEOT  Caiman
Gents  bike  £50
Raleigh Enigma

Ladies bike both in
excellent condition
0788111123
CLASSIC elegant
3 seater sofa, 2

MISCELLANEOUS
—

HORNBY 00 gauge
steam  locomotive
and tender (Cat Ref
R2880) BR Class 9F
in black livery with
late crest, engine
motorised. Excellent
condition, test run

only otherwise
unused ¢ / w original
boxing. £50 Tel
07415322794
WANTED

| ==

MISCELLANEOUS
—

CHAINSAW, 1800W,
10m mains electric
cable, 35cm NEW
chain blade fitted.

EXCELLENT
condition. £40.
07854-857791

FIVE minton
bellemeade salad
plates (8”) blue
flowers, bone china,
very good clean
condition. £3.00 for
all. tel: 07934132759

WANTED

Caravans & Motorhomes
All ages and conditions
Please call

07778993918

£40 Can deliver armchairs and large
07703 925662 storage footstool.

Raspberry / gold
TRIPOD suitable colour, still  has
for binoculars, years of wear left.
camera. telescope Excellent condition
extendable 149mm £350. Tel 01527

i £20 ono 500217

07952685626 HORNBY 00 gauge
CARECO Frontier diesel  locomotive
Mobility ~ Scooter | (Cat ~ Ref  R347)
perfect  condition BR Class 37 in
as new £450 green livery with
07748256384 late crest. Excellent
4  Wheel GoGo condition test run
Pride Mobility | 'only. complete with
Scooter £400 ono f)ngmal_ boxing and
07951727326 instructions. £25 Tel

CHILDS Quad Bike
Red & black 12 volt
charger suit 4-7 yrs
£30 0121 444 5250

BOXED Fisher Price
trio easy click bricks
suit 3-5 yrs £5 0121
444 5250

07415322794
BLACK wrought iron
ornate slimline wall
mirror.  decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide
approx: £5.00. tel:
07934132759

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

GARDENING
SERVICES

CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING
—

)+ Garden / garage clearances.
* Tree / hedge trimming,
* Patio laying / cleaning.
- + Fencing / brickwork features.
« * Painting fences / soffits /
"+ Environmentally
r

_ocks, Hinges, Handles, Gl
Windows or Doors

Doors/Windows
0 Supplied/Fitted

3 200 623

tter cleaning
riendly.

call Péte or

HEATING/
PLUMBING
—

DECORATING &
PAINTING

For a free quotation n
& 0121 605 1137 or 07778 993918

Olton

*PAINTING *DECORATING
*PLASTERING * >

No job to small

30 years experience

T: 0121 707 9496 or
M: 07961 164072

Registered Plumber

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES
All plumbing work undertaken

Free Quotes
Clean & reliable 5
Call Chris on

07999 309410
01564 784243

i

(£5.75 incVA'

perfect

as new

mple boxed advertisement)

3 PIECE
SUITE

brown leather,
condition

£550

can deliver
Telephone
10234 567890

v

‘ Free Lineage (Ifems upto value £500)

| Details (Not for Publication]
| Mi/Mrs/Ms..
| Address.
| Postcode..
1 Email address..
! | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Ltd, value £.
| or affernatively

1 Please debit my card for £..
| Credit Card Number
| Exp Date.

. Start Date.. ...Security Number............

! or email your advertisement to freeads@bullivantmedia.com

&
I

i

|| Paid for Boxed Ad (Iifems of any value)
Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): (MAX 15 WORDS) '

.Viso/Mastercard/Maestro/Delta

| Send fo Bullivant Media, Webb House, Church Green East, Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP

PAGE 31

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—_—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing * Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens
* Bathrooms * Carpentry ¢ Flat pack
furniture
¢ Tiling * Painting
02476 443 996

07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE
KITCHENS
[ ==

S.W
INSTALLATIONS
Bathre LOCAL

Reep it local!

Give them

SOMETHING

O sell?

You Can Raise Some Extra Cash and make someone else’s Day
By SELLING Your Wonderful but Unwanted Gifts or Private Items

#Observer. Standard

And....If your item is valued at £5600 or less — its FREE of charge in lineage (max 15 words)
But if you want your advertisement to really stand out or if your item is valued at over
£500, you can place details in a boxed advertisement for just £5.75 (inc Vat)

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your cheque or credit card details if
required, and we'll do the rest - Or alternatively email your free ad to; freeads@bullivantmedia.com




CRS LTD

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 |AT
ATF's are the ONLY legal way to scrap your vehicles

BUYERS
of all SCRAP Metals and SCRAP Vehicles
The ONLY authorised treatment facility in Malvern!
Best Prices Paid * Collection & Skip Drops Farm
Equipment, Copper, Brass etc. * 50 Ton Weigh Bridge
1.D REQUIRED - 01684 578081
4

www.crs-malvern.co.uk 6% '

Observer

SPORT

72040128006

Published by Bulivant Media Group Lid. Webb House,
Church Green East, Reddifch, Worcestershire. B98 88P
Pri uest. Newspaper House, Osney

Mead, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX2 OEJ

VINYL RECORDS WANTED
Buying since 1978
Get your cash TODAY!
[ will come to you
Phone PAUL
01527 893992 | 07765 142354

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

www.rugbyobserver.co.uk

Joshua hopes derby
win will inspire Valley

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: GRANT Joshua
hopes Rugby Town’s dramatic
derby win against Racing Club
Warwick will ‘breed confidence’
for his side.

An injury-time goal from Jack
Concannon earned Valley a 1-0 vic-
tory against the Racers at Butlin
Road in their last outing.

The win brought an end to Rugby’s
five-game winless run in the league
and believes his players are growing
in confidence as the season wears
on.

Joshua said: “There was no hid-
ing place for us in front of another
excellent crowd.
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Valley boss{Grant Joshua.
Picture by Martin Pulley:

“Although we didn’'t reach our
levels, we looked solid and won it
with a moment of real quality from
a class act.

“We've beaten a very good, in-
form, physical outfit in Racing Club.
It was an even game that we’ve man-
aged to win.

“The last couple of weeks have
been difficult for the players and
that’s part of growing as a team -

dealing with setbacks after a good
run and still fighting, running and
believing we're a good side.

“I see what we produce in train-
ing and that’s where my confidence
comes from.

“The aim, which I've communi-
cated to the players, is transferring
what we do in sessions into match-
es, and we saw parts of that process
[against Warwick].

“It’s only three points, but what
they represent going forward is
huge. It should breed confidence.

“We’ll bounce into Carlton after
a week off and hopefully get some
bodies back from the treatment table
to help us for the festive run-in.”

Rugby are next in action against
Carlton Town on Saturday,
December 20 with kick-off at 3pm
at the Bill Stokeld Stadium.

Home comforts desert
Borough again in defeat

RUGBY Borough saw their
winless run at home stretch
to six matches following a 3-1
defeat against Sutton Coldfield
Town.

Borough fell behind early on
only to draw level later in the
first half as Benji Adomako
tapped home at Kilsby Lane.

However, a brace from
James McGrady either side of
half time condemned Rugby to
defeat.

And theresult means Borough
sit 10th in the Northern Premier
League Midlands table, six
points outside of the play-off
places.

Sutton Coldfield broke the
deadlock after just two min-
utes with Borough defender
Rich Black only able to turn
McGrady’s dangerous ball
across the six-yard box into
his own net.

And Sutton almost doubled
their lead on the quarter-hour

mark when Jayden Campbell’s
curling effort struck the inside
of the post.

Rugby goalkeeper Sam
Lomax then denied Reece
Gibson after the latter attempt-
ed to catch the keeper out at
his near post.

However, Borough equalised
on 28 minutes when Adomako
reacted quickest in the box to
bundle the ball home.

Sutton reclaimed the lead
one minute before the break as
McGrady headed Kory Burke’s
ball across the face of goal
into the net at the back post.

And the visitors sealed
the points on 74 minutes
when McGrady and Gibson
exchanged passes in the box
and the latter poked home to
score his second of the game.

Rugby are next in action
against Boldmere St Michaels
on Saturday, December 20 with
kick-off at 3pm at Kilsby Lane.

LEAMINGTON SPA

| CASHBROKERS

PAWNBROKING

LOANS

SCRAP GOLD & SILVER

BUY BACK

JEWELLERY & WATCHES

COINS & BULLION

01926 258252

CASH PAID

FOR GOLD,

SILVER,

COINS & BULLION

144 Parade, Leamington Spa, CV32 4AG
www.cashbrokersleamingtonspa.co.uk

The National
Association
of Jewellers




