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Charity

founder’s joy

at generous donation

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A GRATEFUL Rugby mum who
was inspired to help others after
a family tragedy has thanked
Rainsbrook Crematorium for
donating §£10,000 to her char-
ity.

The crematorium has given the
money to Freddie’s Wish, a bereave-
ment support charity founded by
Charlotte Jolliffe in the name of her
13-month-old son after he died in a
car crash in 2014.

Charlotte set up the charity to
help bereaved parents after she was
unable to find specialist support in
the weeks after Freddie’s accident.

Since its launch, Freddie’s Wish
has raised more than £320,000 to
help deliver bereavement support
to parents who have lost a child,
and paediatric first aid courses to
people who care for children.

The crematorium’s dona-
tion comes from the proceeds of
recycling metal and orthopaedic
implants following cremation.

Charlotte said: “We are blown
away by the generosity of the dona-
tion from Rainsbrook Crematorium
and we want to thank them and all
the wonderful families that have
supported the recycling scheme to
enable this donation to be possible.

“This donation will make a huge

difference to a small charity like
ours by enabling us to continue
providing invaluable counselling
support to parents who have lost a
baby or child and helping them to

navigate their life after loss.”
Rainsbrook joined the Institute
of Cemetery and Crematorium
Management’s national Recycling
of Materials scheme when the cre-

Left to right

— Rainsbrook
Crematorium’s
Edward
Benyon,
Freddie’s

Wish founder
Charlotte
Jolliffe, Rugby
Mayor Barbara
Brown, Coun
Andrew Last of
WNC, Freddie’s
Wish volunteer
Beth Grieves,
and Lorraine
Marley, Rugby
Borough
Council’s
bereavement
services man-
ager.

matorium opened 11 years ago.
Rainsbrook asks all bereaved
families to consider donating the
metal to the scheme - but only
sends it for recycling with the bless-

ing of the next of kin.

Rugby Mayor Barbara Brown
joined Coun Andrew Last, West
Northamptonshire Council cabinet
member for HR, corporate and regu-
latory services, at the cheque pre-
sentation.

Coun Brown said: “The crema-
torium can only recycle the metal
and orthopaedic implants thanks to
the kindness of the next of kin, so I
hope the bereaved relatives can take
a degree of comfort from the fact
the money raised has gone to such
a wonderful charity as Freddie’s
Wish.”

Rainsbrook Crematorium was built
by Rugby Borough Council and the
then Daventry District Council, and
opened in the spring of 2014

Daventry District Council
became part of the new West
Northamptonshire Council when it
was formed in 2021.

Coun Last said: “I am proud that
Rainsbrook Crematorium continues
to support charities that make a real
difference locally.

“Freddie’s Wish provides invalu-
able help to families during the most
difficult times, and this donation
reflects our commltment to giving
back to the community.”

Visit www.freddieswish.org for
more information about Freddie’s
Wish.

Visit www.rainsbrookcrematori-
um.co.uk for more information on
Rainsbrook Crematorium.
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Are you looking to improve or enlarge

your driveway or patio?

* We've designed and built just about every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not be phased by your project.

» We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction and unlike other driveway

5 Year guarantee

companies, with us you pay absolutely nothing upfront.
= Give us a call and you could save upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk

Wishing a happy and prosperous New Year to all our readers and advertisers

Tel: 0800 3032559
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was raised for charity at the annual Snow Ball in
Balsall Common.
The annual event, hosted at Nailcote Hall Hotel
Golf and Country Club saw 220 guests come together to
help boost coffers at the Salvation Army to help disadvan-
taged children in the area on Christmas Day.

Hotelier Sue Cressman said: “The Snow Ball starts all
of our Christmas Party Nights at Nailcote Hall. We have
produced this event for 20 years and it goes from strength
to strength. We are grateful to our sponsors Bidfood Food
Service who, without their kind donation, we would not
be able to present the top class entertainment we have
each year.”

“This year there was a bumper amount of toys and gifts
donated with a room filled with presents. I am so very
grateful to all that attended this very special event.”

Helping to create the event’s festive atmosphere were
The Salvation Army Band plus ‘special’ guests, Santa —
ably assisted by Mrs Claus, Fairies, and The EIf on the
Shelf. A festive three-course meal was followed by per-
formance courtesy of Britain’s Got Talent finalist Pippa
Langhorne and the night ended with an auction, raffle and
Dan and Charlotte Cooper at The Snow Ball with Father dancing to The Soundations, before Nailcote Hall’s resi-
Christmas and EIf on the Shelf. dent DJ Franco wrapped up the evening’s entertainment.

! : SACKFULS of presents and more than £5,000

The Salvation Army band entertain the crowds.

Its all about us

Y
PHOENIX 'COACHES
December

20th Black Country Museum ....
22nd Pub Lunch & Stratford
January

17th Pub Lunch. ....£30.00 £24.00
21st Telford
March
3rd Melton Mowbray ....

17th Cotswold Market & Broadway ..
21st Afternoon Tea & Litchfield.

31st Liverpool £29.00 £22.00
April

8th Cheddar Gorge & Clarkes Shopping Village... £24.00
11th London £24.00
14th Cotswolds & Broadway ... £24.00
May

5th Pub Lunch £25.00
16th Black Country Museum .. £24.00

Eastbourne - The Haddon Hall Hotel 29th March- 2nd April 26. 5 Days/4 nghts £320 Per Person
Price includes- All coach hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening meal & Breakfast, 1/2 price bar,
entertainment package, Day excursions & An Afternoon Tea

Scotland- Waverley Castle Hotel 27th-31st May 26. 5 Days/ 4 Nights 425 Per Peron

Price Includes- All Coach Hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
Excursions, Admission to Falkirk Wheel, and Admission to Ainwick Castle

Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights £295 Per Person.
Price Includes- All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
excursions, Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE

PUBLIG NOTIGE

Christmas really does bring
a new strength to the
community in our town
centres, it shows us that our
centres are about people,
not just retail.

We see this in all the rituals of
the festive period, seeing
familiar faces behind the
counters, listening to school
choirs, admiring the sparkle in
the Christmas windows, it’s all
a feeling we simply can’t

replicate with online shopping.

We must also remember that
our town centres provide
warmth in non-financial ways
at Christmas, providing

belonging, routine and visibility

for those who may feel
isolated or forgotten at this
emotional time of year.

= SOLIHULL
= BID

Melanie Palmer
Chief Executive, Solihull BID

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices..

Our cafes, libraries, markets,
and shopping centres become
a thriving centre , no invitation
required-this space belongs to
us all, it’s our own shared
living room with added
sparkle.

So, make a date to visit
Solihull, smile and be kind to
all you meet over this last
week of festive gathering, a
living town centre needs
people as much as profit.
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Fun for all as
playground
gets a major
upgrade

SWINGS and roundabouts - a
playground in Rugby has been
given an £87,000 upgrade.

The play area at Clifton upon
Dunsmore recreation ground has
been given a makeover following
a consultation with the local com-
munity.

Residents told Clifton Parish
Council that play equipment was
out-of-date and didn’t provide for
children from 7-15 years, and that
the skateboard park was not being
used.

New equipment — made from 95
per cent recycled material — has
been installed, including a spire net,
a zig-zag wall, a zip-wire, a turbo
carousel, a trio climbing frame and
Jjunior goal posts.

The existing metal trim trail, shel-
ter and swings have been refur-
bished, a new bonded safety surface
and pathways have been laid, and
the unused skate ramps and bars
have been removed.

Funding for the project was split
between the council and a grant
from the SUEZ Communities Fund.

The new playground was officially
opened by Mayor Barbara Brown,
prompting pupils from Clifton Upon
Dunsmore Primary School to try
out the new equipment soon after-
wards.

Clifton Parish Council chairman
Andy Moore said it was a project
two years in the making.

He said: “It quickly became appar-
ent that the existing equipment was
ideal for younger children but that
there was no real opportunity for
play for older age groups.

“However, the massive thing was
how to pay for it — at over £80,000,
it was something we couldn’t justify
the full cost for, so to find a ben-
efactor to grant cover half the cost
was a major win. The very Generous
SUEZ Community Fund England
grant has done just that for our
community, and we are incredibly
grateful for their contribution.

“Seeing the reaction of the chil-
dren when they started to play, with
their enthusiasm and excitement for
all the new apparatus, made all the
hard work so worthwhile.”
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Rugby Mayor Barbara Brown tries the new equip-
ment with pupils from Clifton Upon Dunsmore
Primary School. Picture by Marcus Mingins
5025003MMR1

LEFT: At full stretch. Picture by Marcus Mingins
5025003MMR2 ABOVE: Trying out the new climbing wall.
Picture by Marcus Mingins 5025003MMR4

lots to think about.

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

CARE HOME

carehome.co.uk

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby
07802 728443

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk
GROUP

n wcs-care.co.uk n /wcscare Registered charity number 1012788
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Volunteers
sought to
join project

VOLUNTEERS are needed
to sign up to The Friendship
Project in Warwickshire.

The charity matches children and
young people, in need for a vari-
ety of reasons, with volunteers, for
friendship and fun.

The child may be caring for a
sick parent or be limited to where
they can go on holiday because of
a disabled sibling or other family
member. For some children, even
playing in the park or going to the
cinema are a rare treat.

Having some time out from often
difficult home situations helps
improve a child’s self-esteem and
self-worth.

Volunteers report they too enjoy
spending time with their younger
friend knowing that they are really
making a difference to a child’s life.

Volunteer Chris decided to sign
up as a friend to a child due to the
difficult circumstances he himself
grew up in.

He said: “I focused on being
a friend and not a parent, but I
would often steer our conversa-
tions towards what type of person
he wanted to be and whether he
had been heading towards or away
from being that person in the past
week.

“In his early teenage years, he

would often skulk out of his home
with his hood pulled over his face
and grunt at my questions as we
drove to our activity that week.
But by the time we arrived at our
destination and as we unloaded
bikes from the car or set off on
our walk he would open up, and
our conversations would often be
quite serious about his feelings,
how he should react in some of
the different situations that he was
encountering.

“I always enjoyed our conversa-
tions, although I often felt that he
did not listen or rejected some of
what I suggested. But then I would
hear my words repeated back to
me, often weeks later, or he would
describe to me how he had changed
his behaviour or tried something
that I had suggested instead of just
thumping someone.

“Friendships have to finish on
the younger friends 17th birthday.
I always expected it to finish earlier
than that - hanging around with a
60 year-old man is not very cool
for a teenage boy. Our friendship
just seemed to get stronger and
stronger and I will keep in contact

with him.”
Call 07516 527714 or visit
friendshipproject.co.uk/ to find out
more.
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Christmas treecycling volunteers are hoping for another bumper year.

A CHARITY Christmas

tree collection service in

‘Warwickshire is hoping for
yet another bumper year.

The annual collection of real
Christmas trees is organised by
Pass The Smile alongside The
Myton Hospices. In return for a
donation, volunteers will collect
and recycle real trees. The 2026
collection will take place over the
weekend of Friday to Sunday
January 9 to 11.

Every tree collected is respon-
sibly recycled, helping to reduce
waste and protect the environ-

ment, while also raising vital funds
to support patients and families
across Myton’s hospices and within
the wider community. Donations
additionally contribute to funding
research into childhood cancer.
Since 2019, the initiative has col-
lected 14,190 Christmas trees, rais-
ing an impressive £211,500. This
year, the hospice aims to collect
and recycle 4,000 real Christmas
trees, expanding its coverage to
all CV postcodes. Each tree will be
recycled into compost or biomass,
offering a convenient, eco-friendly
way to dispose of Christmas trees

while giving back to local causes.

Myton spokesperson Clare Cropp
said: “The support we receive for
our Christmas Tree Collection is
truly amazing. Every tree collected
not only helps the environment but
also makes a real difference to the
lives of patients and families in our
hospices and to children across the
UK. This year, we want to build
on that incredible support so even
more people can benefit from the
work of The Myton Hospices and
Pass The Smile.”

Visit just-helping.org.uk/register-
tree to book a collection.

JOHNSONS

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT GREAT DAY OUT

'Club Class' Extra Legroom or Luxury Traveller Coaches.
Entrance and Admission Charges included.
Depart from 38 local Boarding Points with reserved seating.

Cambridge

Mon 16 Feb 2026

Shropshire

Tue 17 Feb 2026

Bristol

Wed 18 Feb 2026

COAcn oAy CRuise .

Peterborough
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Sun 22 Feh 2026

& So much more on offer!
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New year wills
see city airpor
close as new

technical hub

takes

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

COVENTRY Airport will close
in 2026 to make way for a pro-
posed battery manufacturing
and technology hub.

Operators The Rigby Group
announced the site in Bagington
would close in June to allow the
next phase of work on Greenpower
Park, part of the planned Coventry
and Warwick Gigapark.

Tenants at the site have received
a letter telling them they will have
to leave by May 9.

A §23million funding package to
support the first phase of develop-
ment for Greenpower Park — the
installation of a dedicated energy

shape

supply capable of supporting large-
scale battery production — was
announced by the West Midlands
Combined Authority (WMCA) in
January.

The Rigby Group said the closure
of Coventry Airport would allow the
next phase of infrastructure work
for the site to go ahead.

A revised planning application
for Greenpower Park was also
approved recently.

The plans to build an access
road, begin demolition and con-
struct a 30-megawatt electrical sub-
station were given the green light
by Warwick District Council, which
has jurisdiction over the site as it
sits just outside the Coventry city
boundary.

Planning consent for the gigafac-

tory was due to expire last March,
due to difficulties in securing an
investor.

Greenpower Park is billed as a
‘centre of excellence for electrifica-
tion, battery technology and manu-
facturing’.

The location will be the first of
its kind, aiming to provide a solu-
tion for battery research, industri-
alisation, manufacturing, testing,
recycling and electrified logistics
designed to foster the UK’s growing
battery ecosystem.

The wider Gigapark project is
being brought forward through a
partnership between Coventry City
Council, Warwick District Council
and Warwickshire County Council.

Greenpower Park, its main anchor
site, is being delivered through a

Joint Venture between Coventry
Clty Council and Coventry Airport

Fully developed, the Gigapark
could create up to 6,000 jobs in
battery manufacturing and in the
EV supply chain.

It is one of three key sites —
alongside the Wolverhampton
Green Innovation Corridor and
Birmingham Knowledge Quarter —
that will power the West Midlands
Investment Zone.

Coun Jim O’Boyle, Coventry City
Council’s spokesperson for jobs,
regeneration and climate change,
said Greenpower Park had an
important role to play in accelerat-
ing the UK’s transition to an electri-
fied economy.

He said: “Greenpower Park will

act as a catalyst for a fully integrat-
ed and globally competitive bat-
tery ecosystem at the heart of the
United Kingdom.

“It also forms a key part of our
ambitious plans to turn Coventry
into an Electric City, alongside
projects such as Coventry Very
Light Rail and our Strategic Energy
Partnership with E.ON.”

West Midlands Mayor Richard
Parker said: “The Gigapark is going
to make the West Midlands a global
hub for cutting-edge battery tech-
nology, paving the way for a new
era of electric vehicle manufactur-
ing in and around our region.”

Passenger flights from Coventry
Airport ended in 2008, but it is
still used for business and freight
flights.

PRICE
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go online for,
details
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Warning after
nearly 25pc fail
drink-drive test

MOTORISTS in Coventry are
being urged to take extra care
during the festive period after
new data revealed nearly a
quarter failed the drink drive
test last December.

Figures obtained by personal
breathalyser firm AlcoSense show
that West Midlands Police carried
out 666 roadside breath tests in
December 2024.

Of those stopped, nearly a quar-
ter — 156 drivers — were found to be
over the legal limit, the fourth high-
est rate in England and Wales.

Hunter Abbott, managing direc-
tor of AlcoSense Laboratories, said:

CHRISTMAS ANTIQUE

& VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 28TH DECEMBER
ENTRY 9AM - 2PM

Sky Blue Sports Connexion Ryton on Dungmore CV8 3FL
Free parking & café - Entry £3, under 16's FREE
Dogs are welcome

Contact 07939 445024 www.gjfairs.co.uk

10 YEARS '
WARRANTY
ON
SHUTTER

Available in beautiful and stylish Hard Wood and Faux Wood

WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE-FOR-LIKE QUOTE
21 Brixham Drive, Coventry, CV2 3LA

“December is always the
peak month for roadside
checks due to office par-
ties, nights out and an over-
all rise in social drinking.

“Police know this, which
is why roadside test-
ing surges at this time of
year.”

The risk of being involved
in a fatal collision is around
13 times higher at the cur-
rent drink-drive limit than
when sober.

Mr Abbott added: “People
often underestimate how
long alcohol stays in the
body.

“For example, drinking
four pints of medium-strong
beer or four large glasses
of wine in an evening can
take up to 14 hours to fully
clear.

“Many motorists are
caught out the following
morning without realis-
ing they're still over the
limit. Using a personal
breathalyser before driving
can give reassurance that
you're safe and legal.”

Across the whole of last
year West Midlands Police

administered 6,823 breath
tests, with 1,722 proving
positive — an overall failure
rate of just over a quarter.

The latest Department
for Transport figures show
260 people were killed in
drink-drive crashes across
Britain — higher than a dec-
ade ago. Drunk driving has
arole to play in 16 per cent
of all road fatalities.

A total of 6,310 people
were injured in collisions
involving a driver over the
limit.

Anyone caught driving
over the legal alcohol limit
in the UK could face a
minimum 12 month driving
ban, an unlimited fine and
up to six months in prison.

Causing death by care-
less driving while over the
limit carries a maximum
sentence of 14 years in
prison.

A drink-drive conviction
also results in a criminal
record, significantly higher
insurance premiums and
potential restrictions on
employment and interna-
tional travel.
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Pupils from Keresley Grange Primary Academy with their new high visibility jackets.

Hi-vis jackets help pupils stand out

BRIGHT pupils at a
Coventry primary school
are glowing, thanks to
a donation during Road
Safety Week.

Keresley Grange
Primary Academy has
received a donation of
50 high visibility jack-
ets from housebuilder
Taylor Wimpey, to keep
pupils safe and visible
during the dark morn-
ings and evenings.

Headteacher John

Astley said: “Road
Safety Week is an
incredibly important
initiative, and we deep-
ly appreciate Taylor

Wimpey’s kind donation.

“Walking helps our
students arrive happy
and ready to learn, but
the real impact of this
support is the improved
safety it brings to their
journey to and from
school, which is, with-
out question, the most

crucial element.”

Helen Chard, sales
and marketing director
at Taylor Wimpey North
Midlands, said: “Our
goal is to inspire chil-
dren and their families
to safely walk to school
more often.

“By donating high-
visibility jackets, we
are helping ensure this
safety and giving them
reassurance while trav-
elling.”

g
Residential and Commercial

Brixham blinds are a well-established blinds !

FYRITRRRRERS
ERALEELETE T TR

|

company offering to trade and consumer.
With a great range of quality bespoke and
made to measure blinds by an established
blind company you can trust.

Whether you're thinking of vertical blinds,
roller blinds, venetian blinds or roman blinds,

shutter blinds, all of our blinds come with

info@brixham-blinds.co.uk

Contact us today for a

no-obligation quotation

02476 666686

child safety regulations and fittings to make
sure your home is safe.




The Observer, Friday December 26, 2025

PAGE 7

Seed relay project set to grow
into something very special

‘GOLDEN carrots’ are being
grown by community gardeners
in Rugby who have taken part in
a countrywide ‘seed relay’.

Precious Egmont Gold car-
rot seeds were dropped off at
Hillmorton Community Garden
by the The Heritage Seed Library
(HSL).

The HSL, based at Ryton charity
Garden Organic, is celebrating 50
years of seed conservation with a
unique seed relay across the UK —
and Hillmorton Community Garden
is taking part to help conserve and
grow heritage varieties.

Kate Warburton, a volunteer at
Hillmorton Community Garden and
a Community Champion for Garden
Organic, said: “We really value our
association with Garden Organic
and the work they do to preserve
heritage varieties.

“Being part of the seed relay and
having the chance to grow and
enjoy traditional vegetable varieties
is a privilege.

“We chose the carrot Egmont
Gold to grow. Our carrots did well
this year in our raised beds and we
are keen to branch out with a dif-
ferent variety and explore a new
taste.”

Fellow volunteer and community
champion Jill Dwyer added: “I think
it’s so important to preserve these
heritage varieties and without the
work of the Heritage Seed Library
so many would be lost.

taste like!”

Now in its fifth year, the
Hillmorton Community Garden
community group have transformed
the grounds of their local church
hall into a community vegetable
plot, creating an outdoor living
room with a ‘Friendly Bench’ and
raised beds of fruit and vegetables.

Many of the group’s volunteers
are part of Garden Organic’s
‘Rugby Community Champions’

scheme, run in conjunction with
Rugby Borough Council, which
offers training and advice to resi-
dents about sustainable gardening.

The seed relay aims to conserve
the widest variety of vegetable
seeds as possible to ensure the
survival of homegrown food crops
in the face of threats from climate
change and a decline in pollinating
insects.

During the first stage of the giant

50th birthday ‘pass-the-parcel’
event, precious heritage seeds have
travelled more than 180 miles and
been shared among key individu-
als, organisations and communities
across England. Further stages will
take place across Wales, Scotland
and Ireland in 2026.

At each stop-off point, support-
ing ‘seed champions’ have taken
a packet of seed from the golden
anniversary parcel to grow, harvest

Volunteers at Hillmorton
Community Garden (left to
right: Jill Dwyer, Jasmine, Kate
Warburton and Mo) are helping
to preserve the Egmont Gold
carrot by taking part in the
seed relay.

and save, and passed the rest of the
seeds onto the next destination.

The HSL is the only living library
of heritage vegetables in the UK, and
the only seed library that conserves
food by sharing heritage seeds with
gardeners and communities to help
preserve them. Growing out the
seeds make them more resilient and
better adapted to climate change
and local conditions.

Fiona Taylor, CEO of Garden
Organic, said: “The Heritage Seed
Library conserves seed by sharing
it, and this work is a continual relay
between places and generations to
ensure the survival of heritage veg-
etables.

“Passing seed on to be grown
by friends, neighbours and future
generations is a simple action that
gardeners and growers can take to
ensure our food crops adapt to cli-
mate change.

“Seed is a precious natural
resource, and open pollinated seed
continually adapts to the conditions
in which it is sown. This means by
passing seed on and sowing it in a
variety of places, we are allowing it
to survive and thrive.”

“We can’t wait to see what they

ADVERTISEMENT

Get your very own ticket to target with
Slimming World’'s Team Rughy!

hen it comes to

inspiring and
motivating weight loss,
look no further than
Rugbys fabulous
Slimming World
Consultants.

As Consultants, we all know, there's a
place you can go to achieve the weight
loss of your dreams, in helping
members get back to their slimmer
and happier selves, in a safe and warm
environment, without taking them on
a magical mystery tour.

A place where members can lose
weight, whilst still eating their
favourite meals and fabulous food,
which enables them to get to target
and stay there for good.

Losing a few extra pounds can often
feel quite daunting but with a little
guidance and our famous food
optimised eating plan our members
can, and do, lose weight without ever
feeling deprived or going hungry and

get them to the weight of their
dreams.

Very often, a hard days night, can
challenge people and leave them
feeling here, there and everywhere,
reaching for those high calorie snacks
and comfort foods to get them
through yet, when we come together
as a community, changing lifelong
eating habits becomes a whole lot
easier and ensures more success than
you ever thought possible.

Across the universe we have so many
lovely people...... our members, with
their own soundtrack and their own
stories, that inspire brand new and
current members, which in turn keeps
everyone motivated.

Our Consultants work tirelessly, 8 days
a week and all year round to keep
members achieving their goals. Even
the most difficult situations are made
easier when we do it with a little help
from our friends!

We like to say hello, goodbye to old
habits and show you how to let it be
and to get back to where you once
belonged.

We can’t wait for the day when our
members are doing the hippy hippy
shake as they jump off the scales and
we hand them their target certificate!

Just imagine how that would feel......

the food
WAREHOUSE
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Young Rugby poet
picks up Laureate

A TALENTED young writer from
a Rugby secondary school has
been crowned as Warwickshire’s
new Young Poet Laureate.

Naomi Mba from Avon Valley
School has been named the elev-
enth Warwickshire Young Poet
Laureate, with judges praising her
imaginative writing, assured stage
presence, and exciting ideas for
championing poetry throughout the
county.

She won out following a selection
day at Rugby Library, which saw
six finalists come together for an
inspiring celebration of poetry.

The day opened with a dynamic

workshop led by Emilie Lauren
Jones, Coventry Poet Laureate
2021-2023, who shared invaluable
insights into crafting and perform-
ing poetry.

Shortlisted candidates then met
with the judging panel to discuss
their ambitions for the laureate-
ship, before taking to the stage to
perform two original poems in front
of an audience.

As the new laureate, Naomi will
represent Warwickshire Libraries
at public events and inspire other
young people to discover the power
and possibility of poetry.

Coun Mike Bannister,

Warwickshire County Council’s
spokesperson for customer and
localities, said: “We are incredibly
proud of Naomi and all the finalists
for their talent and dedication, and
we look forward to seeing Naomi
share her passion for poetry and
inspire our communities across the
county and across age groups over
the coming year.”

The Young Poet Laureate
scheme offers young people aged
13-17 an opportunity to develop
their writing and performance skills,
collaborate with professional poets,
and take part in workshops and
events across the county.

Coun Banniser added: “The Young
Poet Laureate scheme is a wonder-
ful celebration of creativity and self-
expression among Warwickshire’s
young people. Poetry has the power
to inspire, connect, and give voice
to ideas that matter.”

Applications for the next Young
Poet Laureate open in January.
Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
youngpoetlaureate or email librar-
yevents@warwickshire.gov.uk for
more information or to apply.

Well versed - the new
Warwickshire Young Poet
Laureate Naomi Mba (cen-
tre), with her predeccessor
Ananditha Venkatramanan
(left) and former Coventry Poet
Laureate Emilie Lauren Jones
(right).

MOBILE libraries have notched up
8,000 miles in Warwickshire in
2025.

The Mobile Library Service is a
vital lifeline for rural communities
that combines the power of reading
with the warmth of human connec-
tion.

Covering 32 routes and 240
stops, the service delivers books
and smiles to residents who might
otherwise struggle to access a
library. With an average of 954 vis-
its per month, the mobile library is
on track to make over 11,000 visits
this year.

For those unable to leave home,
it delivers books directly to 340
people every month, thanks to a
dedicated team of staff and 30
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Warwickshire Mobile Library Service delivers books and smiles.

A moving story...

volunteers.

‘Warwickshire County Council’s
customer spokesperson Coun Mike
Bannister said: “Our Mobile Library
Service is so much more than books
on wheels - it’s about reducing iso-
lation, supporting wellbeing, and
bringing comfort and connection to
people’s lives. Whether it’s a nurs-
ery singing along with our drivers,
or an older resident finding solace
in a new story, this service truly
makes a difference. I encourage
everyone to check the routes and
make the most of this wonderful
resource.”

Customers can request books
free of charge, enjoy extended loan
periods, and return items at any
‘Warwickshire Library.

Someone Viulnerable.

Expert legal advice
when it matters most.

j‘



LEFT: Resident Lillian enjoying herself at the Lest We Forget Christmas Ball. Picture

Royal Star and Garter. MIDDLE: Barbara adds the finishing touches to a tree at the
Solihull Home. Picture Royal Star and Garter. RIGHT: Anne meets a new friend.

Picture Royal Star and Garter. BELOW RIGHT: Brian and Santa at the Lest We Forget

Christmas Ball. Picture Royal Star and Garter

Gathering to share

some festive joy

VETERANS soaked up
the Christmas cheer at
Royal Star and Garter in
Solihull.

Residents have been
enjoying a feast of festive
events, visits, activities, out-
ings and carol concerts with
lots more still to come.

They have also been show-

ing off their creative side,
helping dress trees, and
making wreaths and other
decorations and the Tudor
Coppice home which cares
for veterans and their fami-
lies, living with disability or
dementia.

At the Solihull Home,
Army and RAF person-
nel from Queen Elizabeth

Hospital helped with deco-
rations. Residents donned
festive attire for Christmas
Jumper Day and they also
attended the Lest We Forget
Christmas Ball in nearby
Walsall.

On Christmas Day resi-
dents will receive a bespoke
gift from Royal Star and
Garter.

OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 5EY

OUR BIG SALE
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they

don't have enough stock left to service them.
o YOU.

Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on t
ETET  BE QUICK
= i :

o | 3

'lkn'i- E‘{ ROHEA]

B I

BRAND NAME CARPETS ,75m sishy Sxinsier o husgst core,
AT LOW LOW PRICES ' of i

50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal hig?h Prices. ALWAYS
compare with Carpet Mills normal prices!!!!T1111!

v

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985 - a; =

RN
SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE rwww. salecarpet.uk I /‘

i
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Still time to share
views on transport

THERE is still time for parents to have their say on proposed
changes to home to school transport in Warwickshire.

A public consultation runs until Sunday January 4, invit-
ing residents to share their views on a series of updates,
which Reform councillors on Warwickshire County Council
say are “aimed at improving fairness, consistency, and
compliance with home to school national guidance”.

WCC’s transport spokesperson Coun Jennifer Warren
said: “We are committed to delivering a service that is fair,
efficient, and cost-effective for all residents.

“These proposed changes are an important step toward
creating a more sustainable and consistent approach to
home to school transport across Warwickshire.

“Listening to the views of parents, carers, and young
people is essential to shaping a policy that reflects both
national standards and the long-term needs of our com-
munities.”

Visit ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/home-to-school/ to take
part in the consultation.

All feedback received will be reviewed and presented to
Cabinet. If approved, the revised policy will apply to appli-
cations submitted from September 1 2026 onwards.
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Now’s the
time to
apply for
a primary
school
place.

Hollywood Beds

Reminder
on places

M a ttr es S & B ed Sp eCi a I i s ts PARENTS across Warwickshire with children

who start school in September 2026 are being
reminded to apply now for their school place.
Applications opened on November 1, and families

LEADING UK BRANDS AT LOW PRICES! |FEenp et

Rl

September 1 2021 and August 31 2022 who will be
starting in reception, as well as children currently in
Year 2 at an infant school who will be transferring to
%ﬁ a junior school.

Parents and carers are reminded that transfers
to junior school do not happen automatically, even
between schools with the same name, so a separate

application is still required.
Sleepeezee Applying on time is important to help families secure

The best beds in the world ure ed )
POSt p e a place at one of their preferred schools. To help

HANDMADE ENGLISH BEDS SINCE 1946

families to prepare, Warwickshire County Council has
a range of online resources, which includes a map of

‘WCC’s Education spokesperson Coun Wayne Briggs

® H 2 < . £
r ] all the Warwickshire primary schools and guidance to
MILLBROOK BEDS m“mmOTH d u I O pl I IO find the priority school based on an address.
\L COMFC SIN

FREE
FREE OLD BED EXPERT
LOCAL 111" [e)V/.\ B
PARKING SERVICE ADVICE YOUNG singers from Southam St James CE Academy

DELIVERY

said: “Starting school or moving up to junior school is
a big step for children and their families, and we want
to make the process as smooth as possible. It’s really
important to get applications in on time, and our web-
site is full of guidance to help you do this.

“Please don’t leave the application to the last minute,
but give yourself plenty of time to look through all the
information and consider all the different options, so
that your child has the best chance of getting a place
at a school that’s right for them.”

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/primaryplace to
apply.

Families who apply by the January 15 deadline will
receive their child’s school offer on National Offer Day
on April 16.

have been spreading festive cheer.

The school choir paid a visit the residents of Tithe
Lodge, fresh from performing at Southam Christmas
lights switch-on.

The youngsters wanted to make sure everyone in

I 0 1 5 64 8 98 1 1 8 . the community experienced their tuneful festive cel-
ebration - especially those who might not have been

mastercard able to attend the town event.

www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk The visit was filled with smiles and seasonal spirit

Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6A)

as the children sang a selection of Christmas favour-
ites. Residents thoroughly enjoyed the performance.
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ZBED FACTORY

(We are bigger than we look)

m/ Ul 46 1000
pocket springs
mattress,natural
fillings
was £499

NOW £299,

PAGE 11

4’6
mattress hase
and headhoard

NOW ONLY
£499

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL

139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
&01926 422404 sales@thebedfactory.co.uk

and www.thebedfactory.co.uk Trustpilot * * * *x *
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Help to stay active over Twixmas

THE festive

season is filled

with joy, cel-

ebration... and

long stretches

of cosy down-
time.

With social events, rich food and
shorter days, it's easy for move-
ment to slip to the bottom of the
priority list.

But staying active in December
doesn’t have to mean skipping
mince pies or spending hours in the
gym. With a little creativity, you can
keep your body moving and enjoy
all the magic of the season.

Make movement part of the
festivities

The easiest way to stay active is
to blend it into your celebrations,
take a post-lunch family walk on
Christmas Day or Boxing Day, do a
winter lights walking route around
your neighbourhood or try out win-
ter sports like ice skating, or a stroll
round a Christmas market.

‘When movement is the event,
you’ll hardly notice you're exercis-
ing.

Dress for the weather

Cold weather is one of the big-
gest barriers to winter exercise. The
best way to stay warm is to layer
up, with a thermal top, light fleece,
waterproof jacket and of course not
forgetting tick socks and gloves.

If you're warm and comfortable,
you're far more likely to head out-

side — even if it’s just for a brisk
15-minute walk.

Keep it short and simple

Forget hour-long workouts,
December is about efficiency.

Try a 10-15 minute home work-
outs, a quick yoga stretch when you
wake up, two brisk 10-minute walks
and a five-minute mobility break
between wrapping presents

Short bursts keep your energy
up and help counter long periods
of sitting.

Make the most of mornings

Festive evenings fill up fast - din-
ners, drinks, carol concerts, parties
- so mornings are your best bet for
consistent movement.

Even a short morning session
can boost your mood, keep you
energised for the day and educe the
temptation to skip exercise later

Think a walk with a coffee, gentle
stretching, or a quick home routine
before the celebrations begin.

Try fun, festive themed work-
outs

Add a bit of novelty to keep moti-
vation high including 12 Days of
Christmas circuits, a festive playlist
dance workout a Santa-run or char-
ity fun run.

A sprinkle of silliness goes a long
way in December.

Prioritise wellbeing, not per-
fection

December is not the month for
strict fitness rules or guilt.

Instead set a low-pressure goal
foe example move every day, walk
20 minutes or stretch before bed

Be flexible, if plans change, swap
a long workout for a short one.

The key is gentle consistency, not
rigidity.

Don’t Forget to Rest

Staying active is important, but
so is rest. December is emotionally
and physically busy. Prioritise good
sleep, hydration and relaxation with
spending time away from screens
and with family and friends.

The goal is to start the new year
feeling energised, not exhausted.

The Bottom Line

You don’t need a tough regime to
stay active during the festive period
- just small, joyful habits woven
naturally into your days. Movement
should feel like a welcome break
from the busyness, not another
item on the to-do list.

THE

JONES FAMILY

=0 JEWRELLERS 0

IN-HOUSE
JEWELLERY

WATCH

CASH FOR
GOLD & SILVER

FINE
JEWELLERY

s WATCH o

STRAPS & PEARL

BATTERIES
‘ . RESTR

& RESE

TALISMAN SQUARE,
KENILWORTH

01926 954271

ROYAL PRIORS,
LEAMINGTON SPA
01926 893393

SATCHWELL WALK,
LEAMINGTON SPA
01926 882552

JVPROFESSIONAL

EWELLER

— Awards 2025 —

WWW.TIFJEWELLERS.CO.UK

L £1G]in]

FOR APPOINTMENTS EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@TJFJEWELLERS.CO.UK



The Observer, Friday December 26, 2025

Mondays Wednesdays

9.15am 9.00 am and 10.30 am
Dunchurch Village Hall  Rugby United Reformed
Rugby Road, Church

Dunchurch CV22 6PN~ CV22 5AD

Call Kelly W Call Maz

07777145560 07805 191429
Tuesdays Wednesdays

8am, 9.30am, 4pm 5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
& 5.45pm Rugby United Reformed
Southam Sports & Church

Social Club, Cv22 5AD

Southam CV47 1PL Call Fiona

Call Helen 07876 450362

07920 164278

Thursdays

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
Christ Church,
Brownsover

Cv21 1QG

Call Kelly T

07806 673606

Thursdays

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
Rugby Borough
Football Club

CV21 4PN

Call Kelly W

07777 145560
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. worth £4.95*

Fridays

8.00 am and 9.30 am
Christ Church,
Brownsover
cva211QG

Call Tina

07496 845777

Fridays

9.00 am and 10.30 am
Sacred Heart Church
Limetree Ave.

Cv22 7QT

Call Mary

07799 264779

Saturdays

7.30 am

United Reformed
Church

CV22 5AD

Call Maz

07805 191429

Saturdays

8.30 am and 10.00 am
Bilton Bowling and
Tennis Club

Cv22 7QH

Call Kelly T

07806 673606

veal food, veal support, real results

*Offer available 21st Dec 2025 to 31st Jan 2026. Visit slimmingworld.co.uk/offers for terms and conditions.



PAGE 14

Special Feature

The Observer, Friday December 26, 2025

Festive food to keep out of reach

VETS ARE warning pet own-
ers to keep mince pies and
Christmas puddings out of
paw’s reach over the festive
period as more than three
quarters report treating dogs

for toxic ingestion after eat-
ing sultanas or raisins.

Eating the odd mince pie or slice
of Christmas pudding may only
risk adding a few inches to owners
waistline, but for dogs and cats,
sneaking a few mouthfuls could be

Christmas treats should be kept out of sight, and paws, of pets.

deadly.

The sweet treats, and other fes-
tive favourites, contain sultanas and
raisins, which can make dogs and
cats seriously ill if eaten — and can
even be fatal in some cases.

Statistics from the British
Veterinary Association’s Voice of
the Veterinary Profession survey
showed that 77.3 per cent of vets
saw cases of sultana or raisin-relat-
ed toxic ingestion in dogs in the last
12 months, an increase from 69 per
cent in 2022.

British Veterinary Association
president, Dr Rob Williams, said:
“Christmas and the weeks leading
up to it are always busy, so it can be
really easy for tempting treats to be
mistakenly left on the floor in shop-
ping bags or under the tree where
cheeky pets can reach them.

“The best way to avoid having
to make an emergency dash to the
vets is to keep all human food and
decorations well away from your
animals.

“But we know that sometimes,
despite best efforts, accidents hap-
pen and pets manage to gobble
down something they shouldn’t, so
it’s handy to know your vet’s emer-
gency procedure and holiday open-
ing hours just in case.”

Tips to help pets have a safe
and happy holiday

* Festive food

Chocolate (which contains the
toxic component theobromine), rai-
sins, grapes, and currants, such as
those found in Christmas puddings
or mince pies, onions, garlic and
leeks, which can be found in gravy
and stuffing, are really toxic to dogs
and cats.

Fatty, rich foods can trigger sick-
ness and diarrhoea or other condi-
tions such as gastroenteritis and
pancreatitis, so don’t be tempted to
share Christmas dinner.

Alcohol is extremely harmful to
pets’ liver and nervous systems.

* Decorations and wrapping

Tinsel, tape, bows and ribbons
can cause blockages if ingested,
which may require emergency sur-

ry.

Glass or plastic baubles, sharp-
edged decorations and fairy lights
can cause injuries if broken or
chewed.

Avoid edible — or potentially edi-
ble - decorations like chocolate
ornaments.

Candles should be kept away
from curious paws and wagging
tails to prevent burns or fires.

Don’t keep wrapped food presents
under the tree where pets can sniff
them out

* Christmas trees

Using a sturdy base or anchor
the tree to a wall to stop it toppling
over

Block off access to your pet if
they show too much interest

Festive plants can be harmful to
pets. Image by Sandra Kapella
from Pixabay

* Beware of Toxic Plants

Eating poinsettias, holly and mis-
tletoe can lead to vomiting, diar-
rhoea, and even heart issues.

Lilies are extremely dangerous
for cats all year round, even in tiny
amounts.

* Cold weather hazards

Antifreeze is extremely poisonous
to cats. Clean up any spills imme-
diately.

Salt and grit should be washed off
your pet’s straight away after walks
to prevent irritation or ingestion of
harmful substances.

Any concerns or if your unsure
that your pet has consumed some-
thing they shouldn’t, call a vet and
get advice.

Earwax
removal

¢60 for both ears

Lol al®

d
Fst o
O3

Scan here to book
an appointment

Solihull Hearing Centre 21Drury Lane Tel 0121704 1125

Conditions apply.

Specsavers
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Christmas Shopping
as it Should Be

Escape the Ordinary
This Christmas

This Christmas and New Year, ditch the routine and
dive into adventure at Hatton Escape Rooms!
Gather the family, crack clever clues, uncover
hidden secrets and race against the clock together.
Packed with excitement, laughs and teamwork, It's
the ultimate festive challenge for curious minds.
Make memories that last longer than the leftovers -
book now at hattonescaperooms.com

Discover the Magic of Christmas in
our Charming Rural Shopping Village H

Step back in time and explore the nooks and crannies of our beautifully bi

restored Victorian farm buildings, twinkling with festive lights and brimming
with Christmas spirit.

Discover a treasure trove of independent shops offering gifts you simply
won’t find on the high street, from ladies’ fashion, seasonal homeware,
handmade jewellery and more.

But the magic doesn’t stop there! Treat your loved ones (or yourself!) to
something extra special with our range of services that make perfect
presents including hairdressers, beauticians, and even a tattoo studio.

Find something truly Unusual, Unique, and Boutique this Christmas.

Markets are back at Hatton , British Garden Centre’s
» ’:§ N -':‘ and feeling festive! : BRI, Christmas Shop returns to

Join us to soak up the festive . e Hatton this year, packed

(th S+mas atmosphere every weekend w ! ) to the rz?n"ters with
from Nov 29th to Dec 21st & oo Ry everything you need to

M k .l— then every day from 22nd to ' . transform your home into
ay e S 24th Dec. T 2 a magical festive setting.

Garden Centre & Shop Village

Hatton Country World, Hatton, CV35 8XA
Hattonworld.com
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Sustainability at Ch

EVERYONE is

more aware of

how important it

is to be more sus-

tainable in many

aspects of their
lives.

Yet ripped wrapping paper, dis-
carded Christmas trees, and monu-
mental amounts of food waste make
Christmas a time when we ‘do not
give to the planet’.

Christmas is a time of excess in
more ways than one.

But through some simple eco
hacks, you can have a greener
Christmas this year and save some
pennies along the way.

Wrapping Paper

According to GWP Group, the
average consumer in the UK uses
227,000 miles of wrapping paper
each year.

Some wrapping paper has a
plastic film which means, in many
cases, it cannot be recycled, leav-
ing ripped-up pieces of paper lying
around landfills.

To be more eco-friendly this year,
when unwrapping presents, try not
to rip the paper off the gifts and
instead fold it up and keep it for
next year.

This little hack can save you from
buying wrapping paper next year
while avoiding lengths of wrapping
paper ending up in landfills.

Save a tree

Real Christmas trees are one of
the best ways a person can have a
greener Christmas.

If you have a tree in a pot, it can
be replanted in your garden and
reused yearly or could make a beau-
tiful outdoor Christmas tree.

However, fresh-cut trees cannot
be planted, but you can recycle
them through schemes hosted by
charities and companies.

If you have a fake tree, keep
using it and try to make it last as
long as possible before possibly
switching to a real one.

Outside Christmas lights

The cost of living is pulling on
everyone’s purse strings and, with
energy costs soaring, turning off
your Christmas lights late at night
can save you money and the plan-
et.

Turning off your Christmas lights
at a set time each night or schedul-
ing them on for two hours can stop
vast amounts of energy waste while
still enjoying your festive display.

Leftover food

Food waste is one of the leading
excesses we have at Christmas.

Cooked food cannot be recycled
or put in compost, leaving mass-
es of it being thrown away each
Christmas.

Some Christmas food is frozen
or can last a few days if kept in the
fridge to be eaten.

Christmas baps are one way you
can reduce your food wastage by
using up leftover food to make a
festive sandwich.

Certain foods can also be fro-

zen and reheated to be eaten for
another day.

Unwanted presents
At Christmas, we all get presents

that we may not like, and instead of
throwing these away, if unopened,

ristmastime

they can be donated to local chari-
ties.

Or they can be kept and distrib-
uted to your friends and family
next Christmas — just make sure
you remember who gave you the
present first.

~/“pound for £ they
are the best!

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&

b

> GABLE RECYGLING LTD

Collection Service Available

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Free Private Anthues &
Jewellery Valuations

We offer a FREE, no obligation, home valuation service, where one of
our valuers can come to your home and value your items

This service is perfect for those who:

Have a lot of items they’d like valuing

Would prefer a more private valuation of their items

Have large items they can’t get to one of our valuation events

Can’t get to one of our valuation events

We can give valuations of Silver, Gold, Jewellery, Watches, Pictures,
Furniture, Antiques, and Collectables

For more information and to arrange a visit, contact:

T: Hansons Warwickshire 07470 459309
E: clivejones@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk =&
Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derbyshlre DE65 6LS
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elebrations across the globe

“TWIXMAS” is a modern
British term for the quiet, in-
between days from December
26 to December 31.

Other cultures don’t usually use
the word Twixmas, but many have
long-standing traditions for this
same “between holidays” period.

Here are some of the most nota-
ble:

Germany and Austria - Zeit
zwischen den Jahren

Literally “the time between the
years,” this period is seen as reflec-
tive and a bit mystical.

Many people visit family, relax,
and avoid work.

Old folk customs include
Rauhnichte (the “Rough Nights”)
- 12 mystical nights with traditions
like burning incense to “cleanse”
the home.

Some avoid doing laundry or
major chores due to old supersti-
tions.

Scandinavia - “Romjul”
(Norway)/Mellandagarna”
(Sweden)

A time for rest, visiting relatives,
eating leftovers, and spending time
outdoors.

Many offices close or run reduced
hours.

Norwegians often go skiing.
Swedes enjoy sales similar to
Boxing Day promotions.

Spain - Between Navidad and
Reyes

This is an active, festive period
leading up to Three Kings’ Day
(January 6).

Families go out to enjoy holiday
lights, markets, and parades.

Children are excitedly anticipat-
ing gifts from the Three Kings.

Italy - Between Natale and
Capodanno

The “in-between” days are used
for long meals, visiting family, and
gift exchanges.

Many people rest before the
big celebration of New Year’s Eve
(Capodanno).

Some regions maintain folk tradi-
tions, such as bonfires or fortune
rituals.

Greece - The Dodekaimero (12
days of Christmas)

Considered a continuous fes-
tive season from December 25 to
January 6.

Traditions include carols, parties,
church services, and folklore about
mischievous goblins (kallikantzari)
said to roam during these days.

Japan - Omisoka Prep Period

Japan doesn'’t celebrate Christmas
religiously, but the days between
December 26 to December 30 are
crucial for deep house-cleaning
(osoji), preparing osechi (New
Year’s food), traveling to visit fami-
ly, and wrapping up the year’s busi-
ness before Shogatsu (New Year).

China - Not a major festival
period

As Christmas isn’t tradition-
ally celebrated, the days between
December 26 and December 31 are
mostly normal workdays.

Young people may still enjoy
Christmas sales or Western-style
decorations.

The big festivities instead cluster
around Lunar New Year, usually in
late January or February.

Latin America-Post-Christmas
Posadas to Dia de Reyes

In many Latin American coun-
tries, the Christmas season extends
until January 6.

Families enjoy leftovers, gather-
ings, and community events.

Many places host fiestas, fire-
works, and holiday markets.

Children anticipate gifts from the
Three Wise Men.

United States and Canada

While not formally named
“Twixmas,” the week between
Christmas and New Year is widely
understood as a time for relaxation,
shopping returns, travel, and infor-
mal family gatherings.

Many offices shut down or run
half-capacity.

Steam to Carlisle.

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

Saturday 7, 21, 28 February 2026

This day trip provides a wonderful opportunity
to get out and about during the winter months,
with the added bonus of steam haulage over
the Northern Fells, including the spectacular
Settle & Carlisle Railway.

We have a high speed journey down the West
Coast Main Line to Carnforth, hauled by a blue
Class 86 electric locomotive. We then enjoy a
circular steam tour outwards via Shap to Carlisle
and back via the Settle and Carlisle line.

We return from Preston to London behind our
blue electric locomotive.

* Departs Rugby and Nuneaton
* From £115 per person
* Premier Dining available

SESTTRAVEL COMPANY
AL KOS

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY
AL BoLATs

BEST SPECIL WTEREST
HOLIDAY COMPANY

On-board dining options available. Refreshments available to purchase on-board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only ~ locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company - The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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GODIVA CARPETS ARE OFFERING |

SAVE ££f's and £££'s and £££ s

EXTRA 10% OFF ALL STOCK ® OVER 300 ROLLS IN STOCK

We are closed 24th - 28th December and on Ist ]anuary 2026 =
We are OPEN 10 am - 4 pm on 29th, 30th, 3Ist December, [
and on Frlday 2nd January 2026, we are OPEN 9am - 5.30 pm i’,{

GODIVA CARPETS LTD
Argyle House,
Collingwood Road, Earlsdon,
Coventry CV5 6HW

Visit our online store WWW.GODIVACARPETS.CO.UK

HEARSAL ¥
COMMON

OPENING TIMES: 10.00 AM - 5.00 PM MONDAY TO SATUR . CLOSED ON SUNDAYS

GODIVA CARPETS @

A family business trading since 1953
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Unwrapping the gift of history

THE NATIONAL Trust is inviting
visitors to experience the magic
of Christmas at its sites across
Coventry and Warwickshire dur-
ing the festive season.

The heritage conservation charity
is inviting residents to visit historic
houses decorated in the style of
Christmases gone by, walk sea-
sonal family trails, take part in
classic Christmas crafts, or wander
through festive gardens.

A National Trust spokesperson
said: “As the nights draw in and
the air turns colder, National Trust
places provide the perfect setting to
celebrate the season.

“There’s no better way to embrace
the festive spirit than by exploring
these specw.l places with friends
and family.”

Coventry Charterhouse -
https://tinyurl.com/2nkyxfrz
- until January 4 - 9am-5pm
(house opens 10am-4pm).

The restored 14th century former
Carthusian monastery will be deco-
rated for the season. Throughout
December, visitors can enjoy special
seasonal events including immer-
sive performances of A Christmas
Carol, craft workshops and family
activities.

The landscaped deer park is one of the features through the gate

Visitors can also take a winter
stroll through the walled garden
and grounds, then warm up in the
cafe with a hot drink and home-
made treat.

Charlecote Park - https://tiny-
url.com/4mttz3sj - until January
4 - 9am-4pm (house opens
1lam).

Charlecote Park has been styled
for a Victorian masquerade ball this
festive season. Visitors can travel
back to the 1840s and explore
the house to take in the splendour

Coventry Charterhouse Plcture by Natlonal Trust/Vnctorla Beddoes.

of giant Christmas trees, have a
go at waltzing in the ballroom,
reminisce about Christmas pasts in
the Memories Room, and hop on
the carriage for an unforgettable
photo.

The Butler’s trail invites visitors
to play games to help the servants
complete their tasks before the win-
ter ball, and the deer park offers
brisk winter walks.

Baddesley Clinton - https://
tinyurl.com/mus9thwf - wuntil
January 4 - 9am-4pm (house
opens 10.30am).

Explore the house where the
kitchen is all abustle with the prep-
aration of festive food, the log fire
in the Great Hall is burning to keep
the chill at bay and the children
are dreaming of the snowmen they
might build and the fun of snowball
fights ahead.

The Venue is also hosting The
Snowman Trail, presented by Wild
in Art. Twelve giant sculptures will
be displayed throughout the gar-
dens, inviting guests to spot each
one as part of the seasonal celebra-
tion.

at Charlecote Park. Picture by National Trust/Jana Eastwood.

For more information, or to book, please call

Go! 03332 342 514 cuote 0s6

Holldays

HISTORIC YORK & HARROGATE

SPRING FLOWER SHOW

Departing Sat 25 Apr ‘26

Gardeners at the ready! Growers take your

places! It's time for the first big event of the

year in the horticultural calendar, the prestigious

Harrogate Spring Flower Show, featuring

beautiful displays and much more at the

Great Yorkshire Showground.

Your break includes

v Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or
JG4 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢ Admission to Harrogate Spring Flower Show

¢/ En-route visit to York

2 Days by Coach OVL@ 5169

Single Supplement £40
These dackages are subject to Just \n‘ Holidays

Pries e [y
iich nu(»\ Ty Mucluale.

an bockings made up Lo 7 days post publicalion, dfte
supplement. Please see website or call for full details.

Visit us online at

Justgoholldays com/OSG

cordions, (sah onings e prfeced o Eoce
1 hased
o GA, Nl a0 ik 0 bzl P

ABBA VOYAGE LIVE IN LONDON
Departing Sun 1 Mar ‘26
Have you always wanted to experience the magic
of an ABBA concert? Well now is your chance
to say Thank You for the Music! Join us at the
ABBA Arena for the incredible ABBA Voyage;
where the global pop icons appear on stage as
digital avatars brought to life.
Your break includes
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry
¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or
JG4 rating) with breakfast
¢ Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena
with coach transfers (dancefloor, standing)
¢/ Free time in London for shopping
& sightseeing
Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for
£25pp or Block G or J for £45pp

2 Days by Coach on(’g 5229

Single Supplement £60

Hol dass & the Assa
jarnga 9o b

oRONZe

BRITISH

n justgohols

KINGHAMS

AUCTIONEERSe«VALUERS

Valuation Event in
Dorridge
Thursday 15th January 11 am to 2 pm
Free Valuations of Paintings,

Ceramics, Silver, Watches,
Antiques & Collectables

With Specialist Adrian Rathbone

at The Meeting Room,
Dorridge Village Hall

Grange Road, Dorridge,
A Faberge Welsh Egg SOIth", 893 SQA
SOLD for £9,800

Home Visits. Estate Clearance. Downsizing Advice.
Probate & Insurance Valuations.

Contact: Adrian Rathbone 01608 695695
adrian@kinghamsauctioneers.com
Head Office: 10-12 Cotswold Business Village,
Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0JQ

g

www.kinghamsauctioneers.com
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Trying something new in 2026

WITH the new year always
comes a sense of wanting to
do or try something new.

‘Whether it is to reach a goal,
bring some joy or just put yourself
out of your comfort zone, there are
plenty of hobbies and past-times
you could take up.

To get an idea of the kind of
things which could be taken up, we
looked at the top leisure activities
across the UK.

You will probably not be sur-
prised to see that - according to
top pollsters YouGov - the top five
are: listening to music, using the
Internet, reading, travelling and
going to restaurants.

And, while most of us probably
do these regularly, you could vary
them - maybe try listening to differ-
ent bands or genres of music, set
yourself a target to read so many
books in a certain amount of time
or travel to some places you have
never visited - either in the UK or
abroad.

FYI, the rest of the top 10 con-
sists of watching movies on TV,
spending time with family, walking,
spending time at home and visiting
historical sites.

Traditional

Among the traditional leisure
activities we think about, baking
is 156th, doing puzzles is in 17th
(jigsaw puzzles is 36th), going to

the cinema is 19th and gardening
is 20th. Maybe you could start a
gardening project to create a new
plot or area. Quizzes and pub quiz-
zes are 24th and 25th respectively,
tenpin bowling is 30th and DIY is
43rd - undertaken by 53 per cent
of the population. Brits are notori-
ously renowned for not being able
to speak the lingo when they go
abroad but learning foreign lan-
guages is 46th in the list - done by
52 per cent (over half) of us. Wine
making is 59th and wine tasting is
66th. Collecting things is 73rd and
playing chess is 76th.

Arts and crafts

‘When it comes to creative past-
times, the most popular one is
photography which, according to
the figures, 72 per cent of us do.
In 32nd place is playing a musical
instrument (the guitar is the most
popular of those), in 37th is writing
and 41st is drawing. Telling jokes is
44th but watching stand-up comedy
is 35th (enjoyed by 57 per cent of
the population) so maybe you could
give that a go. Painting is the 61st
most popular past-time and acting
is 62nd. Knitting is 95th.

Health and wellbeing
We all need a bit of relaxation

and in this category, meditation is
68th and yoga is 69th - both done

regularly by 45 per cent of the
population. Pilates (which could
equally go in the category below)
is 93rd.

Fitness

After walking, the next most pop-
ular fitness activity is swimming in
18th - 68 per cent of us do that reg-
ularly. Following that is trekking or
hiking in 26th, playing sport is 50th
and running or jogging is 53rd.
Playing the nation’s most-loved
sport and beautiful game - foot-
ball - is 57th and cycling is 58th.
‘Weight-training is 77th, Zumba is
102nd and going to the gym 105th.
Of course, all of these are a great
way to meet new people and get fit
at the same time and there will be
plenty of clubs and groups in your
local area you could seek out.

Out and about

Visiting museums is 16th, going
to the theatre is 29th, watching live
music is 31st, birdwatching is 78th,
going to festivals is 83rd and going
to the ballet or dance is 136th.

Wild cards

If you want to have a go at some-
thing, not done by many people,
here are our pick of the ‘wild cards’
- at the very least it will probably
make a good conversation start-

yout
(S]

er. Puppetry, in 148th, is under-
taken by just 17 per cent of the
population, as is Tarot. Even less
popular is Quilling art - delicately
rolling, shaping and gluing thin
strips of paper to create decorative
designs for cards and pictures and
‘Cardistry’ - performing and manip-

somethln

(Ih@n[m

ulating playing cards to create visu-
ally stunning flourishes, cuts, fans,
and patterns. So there you go.

Whatever you choose to do, give
it your all, enjoy yourself and take
pride at the end of 2026 that you
tried something new.
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Winter Edition of

As winter’s chill begins to settle across our
three counties, there’s a certain kind of beauty
that only this time of year brings.

This, then, feels like the perfect moment to
launch ‘Seasons’ — our brand-new glossy
magazine, created to celebrate the people,
places, and stories that make Worcestershire,
Warwickshire and the West Midlands such a
wonderful part of the world

Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply

browse on line

.seasons-magazine.com

he ne00

qum in 18

tails call 01926 317118 or 0121 270 2295

‘Seasons’ magazine is brought to you by your local ‘Observer’ Newspaper team

iy suatiord |

' to the ﬁrst buds of sprmg, the
brightness of summer and the
richness of autumn —
highlighting the very best of
local life, from independent
shops and community ventures
to countryside walks, home
inspiration, and hidden gems

worth discovering.
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Our first Winter edition is all
about warmth — in every sense
of the word. You’ll find
features that reflect the spirit
of the season: comforting food,
inspiring people, caring places,
and ways to make the cold
months glow with local charm.

" This magazine is for you — our
readers, neighbours and local
businesses — and we can’t wait
to share the year ahead with
you, one beautiful season at a

time.
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CASH FOR CHRISTMAS"

Sell your gold in any condition

IMMEDIATE CASH OFFER
OR STORE CREDIT
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| Ready for Christmas?

From broken chains to lone earrings and
old rings that are no longer worn; we can
" help with an immediate cash offer or store
credit on all Gold and Silver Items

) Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk

Tel: 01926 494 494 Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk
2 High Street, Warwick, CV34 4AP
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What'’s the
best present
you can give
yourself this
Christmas?

THERE is so much to love
about the journey into winter.
In the Northern Hemisphere,
cold lashing rain might be the
reality, but there are so many
ways you can spin the next
few months so they feel like a
delight for the senses rather
than a drain on your reserves.
How? We need to take our lead
from the Scandinavians, who
have the joys of this entire sea-
son rolled into one gorgeous
concept - Hygge.

‘What is Hygge?

Hygge (pronounced ‘hoo-gah’) is
a Danish/Norwegian word that’s all
about creating a warm, cosy atmos-
phere. It’s all about slowing down
and enjoying the simple pleasures
in life.

So, how can you bring more
hygge into your life this season?
Hygge doesn’t have to be compli-
cated. In fact, much of its beauty
lies in the simplicity of it.

Here are 10 simple ways to intro-
duce hygge into your life this win-
ter
1.Cosy space. Add some soft light-

ing, blankets, and pillows to
your living room or bedroom.
It doesn’t take much, but it can
completely change the feel of a
space.

. Warming drinks. There’s
something incredibly comfort-
ing about holding a warm mug
in your hands. Herbal teas, a
healthy hot chocolate, or even
a simple cup of warm milk are
perfect for chilly evenings.

3. Candles everywhere. Lighting a

candle in the evening can create

[\V]

Picture by Swloczyk2 from Pixabay

a lovely, relaxing atmosphere.
The soft, flickering light works
wonders for calming the mind.

4. Comfort food. It’s that time of
year when hearty soups, slow-
cooked stews, or a warm bowl of
porridge is on the menu. Simple,
nourishing meals are the ulti-
mate in comfort and are perfect
for the colder months.

5. Digital detox. Try switching off
from screens for an hour or two
in the evening. Without the con-
stant buzz of notifications, you'll
be able to unwind and relax
much more easily.

6. Snuggle up with a book. There’s
something beautifully hygge

about curling up with a good
book. It’s a simple pleasure that
can bring a lot of joy.

7. Connect with loved ones. Hygge
is all about togetherness, so
make time to catch up with
friends or family. Whether it’s
in person or over a video call,
those connections are so impor-
tant for your wellbeing.

8. Mindful moments. Hygge
encourages us to be present and
appreciate the little things. For
you, that might mean savouring
a cup of tea or watching the rain
outside, take a few moments
each day to just *be*.

9. Woolly socks and comfy clothes.
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There’s nothing better than
changing into something cosy at
the end of the day. Consider this
your sign to yourself to some
soft, cashmere socks or a warm
Jjumper.

10. Winter walks. Although it
might well be freezing outside,
there’s no such thing as bad
weather, only unsuitable cloth-
ing... Even on the coldest days,
there’s something refreshing
about being out in nature.
Remember, it’s okay to slow

down and take time for yourself,

especially as the holidays approach.

Hygge is a reminder that self-care

isn’t selfish - it’s necessary.

Specia

[

appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688 or email details to

us (including photograph if desired) with your telephone

contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost
reception@bullivantmedia.com

£15

Prices start from just

3

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory
Announcements can all be placed in your Observer to

[ Family
Announcemen

ts

lines

£2,299.99

(in¢; Vat)

@ Fully compliant with all major air

This Lightest Complete Scooter refines
portability with its ultra-lightweight
design, tipping the scales at just 12 kg.
Perfect for lifting, carrying and storing
with ease, this scooter is ideal for those
seeking ultimate convenience without
compromising on performance.
Compact, reliable and easy to transport,
this Ultralight Complete Scooter is the
perfect choice for life on the go.

Recommended retail price

OUR PRICE

£1699

Max Mobility Ltd, 7 Sherbourne Arcade, Coventry, CV1 1DN (opposite Home Bargains)
www.maxmob

Pictures for illustration « Prices with VAT Exemption

02476 630444

CALL TO BOOK YOUR
SCOOTER SERVICE

AT SALE NOW ON

CENTRE
*The Lightest Complete Scooter in the World

® Battery 10 AMP

® Range up to 9 miles

® Net weight without battery 12 kg
® Chargeable on and off board

Call for Home Demonstration

* At time of advert going to press

tyltd.co.uk
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Scrutinising the small screen...

THE MOST controversial TV
moments of 2025 have been
revealed - with reality shows
and daytime TV dominating
the list.

Media agency One Day Agency
(https://oneday.agency) ana-
lysed data from the Office of
Communications (Ofcom) to reveal
which shows sparked the most
viewer complaints.

Love Island was the most com-
plained about television show of
the year, generating an astounding
15,929 complaints.

The highest volume of complaints
arose on July 24, with 3,547 com-
plaints due to bullying against
Shakira Khan. Other complaints
arose after contestant Dejon Noel-
Williams’s behaviour toward Megan
Moore was seen as gaslighting and
made viewers uncomfortable.

Good Morning Britain generated
the second highest number of com-
plaints with 2,185. On September
11 the show received 354 com-
plaints when Nels Abbey made con-
troversial comments about Charlie
Kirk and his assassination.

Most recently, the show drew
452 complaints on November 7
with viewers unhappy about how
presenters handled their interview
with Second World War veteran
Alec Penstone in the lead up to
Remembrance Sunday.

Vanessa, a tabloid talk show host-
ed by Vanessa Feltz, premiered in
March 2025 and features celeb-
rity guests. Although Vanessa
had reported complaints on only
two dates this year, the TV show
had the third highest number of

complaints at 1,986. On June 10,
Ofcom received 1,856 complaints
and 130 complaints three days later
— both due to the show’s segment
on breastfeeding and its benefits,
which some viewers found mislead-

ing.

An episode of Big Brother which
aired on September 28 amassed
1,411 complaints. The October 7
episode received 398 complaints
and the live eviction episode on
October 10received 261 complaints.
The majority of the complaints were
due to Caroline Monk misgendering
Zelah Glasson. On October 28, the
show received 345 complaints that
stemmed from Caroline’s behaviour
towards Richard.

Celebrity Big Brother generated
1,409 complaints during its 24th
series. On April 9, the show gener-
ated the highest number of com-
plaints, with an astounding 1,010.
The episode included a controver-
sial interaction between housemates
JoJo Siwa and Mickey Rourke, dur-
ing which Rourke used offensive
language directed at Siwa.

Headliners had 1,347 reported
complaints in 2025, all generated
from January 22 when presenter
Josh Howie used a slur towards the
LGBTQ+ community. In addition
to the 1,347 complaints that Ofcom
recorded, the Good Law Project
also provided 71,851 complaints
to Ofcom.

Today with Samantha Washington
generated 1,270 complaints. They
all came from a single day, June 7,
when viewers objected to a present-
er's comments about the Madleen
vessel, which was attempting to

deliver aid to Gaza.

Britain’s Got Talent’s high-
est number of complaints (771)
came from an episode that aired on
February 22 due to a horror-themed
performance. The show garnered
1,118 complaints overall.

The Brit Awards 2025, which
aired on March 1, ranks ninth with
929 complaints. This Morning fol-
lows with 713 complaints, with all
of the complaints coming from the
August 27 episode. The majority of

the complaints were about Sabrina
Carpenter’s performance.
Emmerdale rounds out the top
ten most complained about shows
of 2025 with 737 complaints.
Emmerdale’s most recent com-
plaints stemmed from the November
10 episode, as many viewers felt
the show was taking a noticeably
darker path with its characters.
Alexandra Goncalves, Paid Media
Manager for One Day Agency, said:
“Viewer complaints reveal what

really captures public attention.
When audiences take the time to
reach out to Ofcom, it shows that
they care deeply about what they
are watching.

“People do not complain about
shows they feel indifferent toward.
They complain because the con-
tent has struck a nerve or touched
on something they feel strongly
about. In many ways, complaints
are a reflection of how emotionally
engaged the audience is.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

¢ Mobile showroom to your home

+ 1000’s Samples to your door

+ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

nelj

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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ON EVERYTHING THROUGHOUT THE STORE

OUR BIGGEST EVER SALE STARTS
SATURDAY 27th DECEMBER 10am

Suites, Sofas, Beds, Mattresses, Recliners, Occasional Chairs,
Oak Furniture, Dining Sets, Accent Chairs,
Bedroom Chests, Wardrobes, Dining Table Sets
AND MUCH MORE!M

:HUGE DISCOUNTS ON UK BRANDS! &)
MANY BRAND NAMES INCLUDING DFS, A et

LA-Z-BOY, FURNITURE VILLAGE, SOFOLOGY,
PARKER KNOLL CANCELLED ORDERS/EX DISPLAY/NEW

_
7

MASSIVE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE Tel: 01527 872202
34 & 35 Aston Fields Trading Estate, BUY DIRECT AND SAVE £££’s

Sherwood Road, Bromsgrove, B60 3DW Disposal service available
www.oaklandsfurniture.co.uk SEL T
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY

6

2 4 3
7 2 5 9|6
341 2 8

8|5 7
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ACROSS
7. Merited (6)
8.
10.
. Irate (5)
. Chances (4)
. Disdain (5)

Empty (6)
Wrap up (7)

. Perspire (5)
. Inflamed eyelid (4)

. Permit (5)

. Remark (7)

. Abandon (6)
. Staggered (6)

DOWN

. Evolve (7)

. Supply (7)

. Kingdom (5)
. Gruesome (7)
. Scope (5)

. Remains (5)
. Watcher (9)
. Clumsy (7)
. Surprise (7)
. Protects (7)
. Robust (5)

. Near (5)

. Awry (5)
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PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.
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Solutions opposite

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

17531
87932
6371274 gives an Irish county.

gives an Asian country;
gives an African river;

1

2

3

4 5

TERN
Youth
Prepared a golf shot
Nurse
Curve
Attach
BIRD

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

How you rate
8 words: average
12 words: good

16 words: very good
20 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

N<XS<C-UVIOTVOZZr-X=—=IOTMmMOUN®E

N
il

7

N
i i

22 13

s

25

2

i

i EEd
i il daEE &
22 3

4 22
il . al
16 6 25 14 12 23 |8

W
- i 43 &

.

i JaEE &
il e
Al &
i i 3 &
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1" 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19A 20 21 22 23 24 25 26




The Observer, Friday December 26, 2025 PAGE 27

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS
i

ACROSS

1. Double-headed weight, swung in order to
develop the muscles (8)

7. Mortal Gorgon beheaded by Perseus (6)

8. Hebrew patriarch, father of Methuselah (5)

9. Distilled liquid (6)

0. Ball game played with long sticks, originating

in North America (8)

13. Anthony —, novelist famous for his

"Barchester” series (8)

‘efiog gz taddn €7 asnbny | Z ‘uowwepy 0z ‘YdLISQ 61 YSy | awing 91 ‘uouQ |

613 71 ‘uiey) || ‘.M 9 ‘ing  ‘uipddagz ¢ ‘1snao7 ¢ ‘obuig z ‘sejbnoq | :NMOQ
“ysipe)s 87 uabAxQ £z ‘sdwniy 9z ‘wijsnj 4z Jousnbny 7z ‘esi euol 0z ‘obipu] 8|
‘Apueys G| :adojjouy €1 ‘ass0.0e 0 “1dS 6 ‘yp0u3 g ‘eSNpa £ :[qquing | :SSO¥DY

piomssox) abpajmouy [eiauan
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15.  Drink of a mixture of beer and lemonade or
ginger beer (6) 13104 Xijeag ‘Biagiyy uejly ‘uewne|g ONIMENIYL
18.  Colour lying between blue and violet in the 3li0[e|A ‘|yeq pleoy ‘yyws-Bury Yiq 'simaT § ‘uosjip auljanber Uy
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spectrum (6)

20. Leonardo da Vinci portrait famous for its
smile (4,4)

22. Inhistory, a French Protestant (8)

24.  One who professes Islam (6) d=97 J=57 'X=2
26. Virus infection characterised by inflammation '0=€Z 'W=22 =17 "1=07 D=61 1=81 'H=L1
of the parotid glands (5) , =91 =61 3=pL T=€| 9=C| N=11 3=0l o pug'pug
27. Gas without colour, taste or smell, supporting =0 E=8 HREWEASIIRY: HRE SR Cln] puag ‘pual |paa] 'uas] UIdL
life and combustion (6) piomapo) 19ppe
28. Sea-floor creature of which most species have
five arms (8) 6/S|9]|c|t|L]|€E|¥ |8 L|€]9|S|4|2|8|6|F
8|L|v|€|6]|9]|2|}]|S 6(L|8|V|L|9]€E|C]|S
DOWN zleli[s|8|r|2196 viGlez|le 8|6[L|L]9
1. Capital of the Isle of Man (7) turkey (6) 17. Common forest tree (3) €lc|G[L]9]6]1|8|F || 1]2]/6/€]9|G|8
2. Akind of gambling game (5) 11. A number of stores, etc., owned and 19. Large flightless bird found in Africa (7) L16/2]|8|V[2]|9[|S|¢€ G|8|Z]|2|9|}L]|V|€E|6
3. Migratory insect destructive to operated by one person or 20. According to Matthew 6 “Ye cannot 9lviglLis|el6lL|e aglelelslsS|v|za|L|L
vegetatior}l(G_) o . compar‘]y(S) . serve God and —-" (6) s1el6lvelilslzlo clilelolv2]sTelz
4. German dirigible airship used during 12. In phy§|cs,aun1tofwork(3) - 21 Month named after a Roman sliielolzlelvlslz slolslilzlelelvle
World War | (8) 14.  Conspicuous constellation containing emperor (6)
5. Murmuring sound made by a happy many bright stars (5) 23. Top part of a boot or shoe (5) v191c|6/2|G[8€E]} 8lc|v|6|€|G[Z9]}
cat (4) 16.  Musical instrument called a cimbalom 25. Species of Asiatic bean yielding an oil, pley fse3
6. Fleshy growth at the neck of a in Hungary (8) and a type of flour (4) nyopns
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A history of Panto (oh yes it is)

NOT MANY peo-

: ple know that the

roots to the tradi-

tional pantomime

we know today lie

in ancient Greece

and Rome and date back hun-
dreds of years.

The shows we enjoy over the
festive season combine music, slap-
stick comedy, plenty of one-liners,
dance, and audience participation.

Early forms of pantomime
emerged in Roman entertainment
as wordless storytelling through
expressive gestures, often per-
formed alongside music.

This tradition waned with the fall
of the Roman Empire but saw a reviv-
al during the Italian Renaissance in
the 16th century through commedia
dell’arte, a theatrical tradition fea-
turing stock characters, improvisa-
tion, and physical comedy.

British pantomime

By the 18th century, pantomime
evolved into a distinctly British art
form. Influenced by Italian com-
media and French mime traditions,
English pantos blended these with
local folk tales and Christmas tradi-
tions. John Rich, an early innovator,
introduced Harlequinade, a comic
performance featuring Harlequin
and Columbine, laying the ground-
work for modern pantomime.

In the Victorian era, pan-
tomime gained popularity as
a Christmas entertainment for
families, incorporating fairy tales,
music hall comedy, and -cross-

dressing, with men playing ‘dames’
and women often portraying prin-
cipal boys. Audience participation
became a hallmark, with frequent
call-and-response interactions.

Modern pantomime, performed
primarily in the UK, retains its
traditional roots while embracing
contemporary elements like pop
music and topical humor.

It remains a festive spectacle
filled with exaggerated characters,
magical settings, and humor for
all ages, keeping its centuries-old
legacy alive.

Pantomime today

Pantomimes, or ‘pantos’, are still
a cherished British Christmas tradi-
tion today, blending comedy, music,
and audience participation.

These family-friendly shows bring
classic fairytales, such as Cinderella,
Aladdin and Jack and the Beanstalk
to life, often with a modern twist.
Featuring exaggerated characters,
slapstick humour, and topical jokes,
pantos are as much about the expe-
rience as the story.

The ‘he’s behind you’ and ‘oh yes
it is’, ‘oh no it isn’t’ lines are still
balled out by audiences across the
country.

Today, pantomimes remain vital
to British theatre, often generating
the highest ticket sales of the year.
They feature a mix of seasoned
actors and celebrities, from real-
ity TV stars to beloved comedians,
boosting their appeal. Spectacular
sets, dazzling costumes, and special
effects make modern pantos visual
extravaganzas.

The biggest pantomimes are
staged in large venues, like the
London Palladium and Birmingham
Hippodrome, where productions
draw thousands. The Palladium’s
panto, starring a star-studded cast,
is often considered the pinnacle of
festive theatre. Similarly, regional
theatres across the UK rely on
pantos to fund other productions
throughout the year, underscoring
their economic importance.

Pantomimes continue to bring
communities together, preserving
a unique blend of tradition, humor,
and holiday magic. And there will
be plenty of pantomimes to catch in
your local area.

Here are the top ten panto-
mimes in the UK

1. Cinderella - Often referred
to as the ‘jewel of pantomimes’,
Cinderella is a perennial favourite,
filled with romance, magic, and the
hilarious antics of the Ugly Sisters.

2. Aladdin - A tale of adventure
and wishes, Aladdin delights audi-
ences with its flying carpets, magi-
cal genies, and comedic characters
like Widow Twankey.

3. Peter Pan — The boy who
never grows up takes audiences on
a journey to Neverland, complete
with Captain Hook, Tinker Bell, and
plenty of swashbuckling.

4. Jack and the Beanstalk — This
giant-slaying adventure brings
laughter and suspense with a magi-
cal beanstalk and a lovable cow.

5. Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs — This fairytale comes to
life with comedy from the dwarfs

Clnderella |s*
the’number one .

and the ever-evil Queen, alongside

a classic love story.

6. Beauty and the Beast -
Combining romance and comedy,
Beauty and the Beast is a visually
stunning show with a heartwarming
message.

7. Sleeping Beauty — With its
magical fairies and a wicked vil-
lain, this story is a family favorite
featuring lots of laughs and a heroic
prince.

8. Dick Whittington — A London-
based tale of ambition and adven-
ture, Dick Whittington features a
heroic rat-catching cat.

9. Goldilocks and the Three Bears
— This circus-themed panto is a less-
er-known gem, filled with laughs,
songs, and thrilling acrobatics.

10. Robin Hood — A swashbuck-
ling tale of good versus evil, Robin
Hood features sword fights, archery,
and plenty of comedy.

These pantomimes continue to
captivate audiences across the UK,
blending tradition, humor, and fes-
tive magic.

So, if you have not already, why
not go and support your local pan-
tomime?
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Cz/ Yardley Funeral Home
= L * 112, Church Road, Yardley
oleces 0121 784 3230

Solihull Funeral Home Shirley Funeral Home

é,zo{yﬁj f(,iyg{(, é/ 67-71 Warwick Road, Solihull. 100 Stratford Road, Shirley.
E 7 0121 706 4040 0121 726 2626

C. Bastock Ltd Funeral Directors

Independent and Family owned since 1856

FUNERAL MEMORIAL FUNERAL
DIRECTORS SERVICES ARRANGEMENTS
[ = [ = | =
As Time Goes By
Thomas Bragg & Sons YOUR LOCAL FAMILY RUN

MEMORIAL SUPPLIER

F un eral D ire ctors Headstones, Cremation Tablets,
Additional Inscriptions and
established 1869 Renovation Work

Web: www.astimegoesby.org.uk
Email: kfporter@blueyonder.co.uk

Please call 01527 550505

To arrange a home visit or to find out our opening times § AT eyl y =
pening /sl ?\"v“ —
{ o

Unit 5, Dunlop Road, Hunt End Industrial Estate bl
Redditch B97 5XP

“MEMORIALS THAT REFLECT A LIFETIME”

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—

We create personal and 17 .
unique funerals to celebrate William H Painter

your loved one. Caring for

A natural cemetery, within the picturesque
village of Temple Balsall, Solihull.

Funeral Directors

families of all faiths in Shirley Serving your local community since 1907 Temple Fields is a tranquil environment amongst
and the surrounding areas wild flowers, wildlife and unspoilt landscapes.
’ ‘DVQ]IOHBBF&M&B A peaceful, idyllic resting place, with a calm,

24 Hour Personal Care quiet atmosphere and beautiful views.

0121 314 8036
Shirley 343 Warwick Road, Solihull B91 1BQ ——
0121 314 7292 Call us for advice and support Temple Lane, Temple Balsall, Solihull B93 0AL
24 hours a day T: 01564 779531
Knowle Prepaid funeral plans available E: info@temple-fields.co.uk

01 564 758 664 |= Williamhpaintel‘.co.uk *There are no r:::ct’izhnls.:g:‘mri’ulmes-fﬁg!)gesr;:z.gl:\!fside of the area

www.thomasbragg.co.uk

Az )
FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
I

Henry Ison & Sons .?“\
Funeral Directors "
Established 1907 TN e
A THOMAS BROTHERS
Creating a funeral 2 “* sl neibons varmeslors o raeucios ol e sl o
33::1%1&“ your NE ‘ 4 Family owned funeral homes in Redditch, Wythall, Alvechurch, Bromsgrove & Alcester.
We are here to > We provide a friendly, dignified service paying special attention to detail.
. 4SS
o ol REDDITCH - BROMSGROVE
Families of all faiths. ( o 01527 547777 01527 831700
02476 997 81 W 2150 80930
Branches in Coventry, Leamington pai |- i
Spa and Kenilworth .?'\ a r :
henryison.co.uk .’ Funeral Partners @ %\; emai"l:' admln@thomaSbr th
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Co

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

SCHOOL LANE, WOLVEY

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic between points opposite
to Furlox and The Paddocks.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 14 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Callan Connect, Tel: 01213 275 167.

UNION STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from the junction with
Russelsheim Way.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works,
08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 13 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

MONKS KIRBY LANE & BOND END, MONKS KIRBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works for renewal of a water main.
Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 22 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: Main Street, Millers Lane, Fosse Way, Coal Pit
Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.

FRANKTON LANE, STRETTON ON DUNSMORE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from a point outside the
garage.

Reason for Order: To enable works for new water connection.
Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 26 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Frankton Lane, Princethorpe Road, Rugby Road,
Fosse Way, and vice versa.

Contractor: P Hughs Construction Ltd, Tel: 07967 482 888.

CROSS STREET, LONG LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

Order Commences: 13 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 15 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Cross Street, Main Street, Baileys Lane, School
Street and vice versa.

Contractor: M J Quinn, Tel: 01543 547 118.

A426 LEICESTER ROAD, RUGBY

(SOUTH BOUND CARRIAGEWAY ONLY)

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from Technology Drive
to Newbold Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway works, overnight 20.00hrs-06.00hrs.
Order Commences: 11 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 12 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: A426 Leicester Road, A5 Watling Street,
A361 Daventry Road, A361 Ashby Road, A361 Drayton Way, A45
Brawnston Road, A45 London Road, A45 Daventry Road, B4429
Coventry Road, A45 London Road, A4071 Straight Mile, A4071 Blue
Boar Flyover, A4071Coventry Road, A4071 Rugby Western Relief
Road, A4071 Parkfield Road, A4071 Rugby Western Relief Road,
A4071 Newbold Road.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

CAWSTON LANE, DUNCHURCH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from Coventry Road to
Northampton Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works,
08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 16 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4642 Coventry Road, Alwyn Road, Northampton
Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

MILL FURLONG, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works to repair/replace defective
manhole frame and covers.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 12 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Mill Furlong, Benches Furlong, Longstork Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 298 599.

NORTHAMPTON LANE, DUNCHURCH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works to repair/replace defective
manhole frame and covers.

Order Commences: 13 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 13 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Cawston Lane, Rugby Road, Northampton Lane
and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389 363.

LITTLE LAWFORD LANE, LITTLE LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To safely enable tree trimming works.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 12 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Harborough Road, Rugby Road, Pailton Road,
Coventry Road, Stretton Road, Main Street, Lutterworth Road, The
Crescent, Broad Street, Fosse Way, Newnham Lane, Bretford Road,
Little Lawford Road, Little Lawford Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Environmental Solutions, Tel: 07824 014 740.
LONGSTORK ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works to repair/replace defective
manhole frame and covers.

Order Commences: 14 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 14 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Crackthorne Drive, Tower Furlong and vice versa.
Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 298 599.

FLECKNOE ROAD, LEAMINGTON HASTINGS

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable installation of a boundary box and meter.
Order Commences: 13 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 14 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Southam Road, Hospital Lane, Main Street,
Hayway Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

OVERSLADE MANOR DRIVE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between properties
number 29 to 31.

Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 13 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Overslade Manor Drive and vice versa.
Contractor: Core Highways, Tel: 07979 296 733.

TEESWATER CLOSE, LONG LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works to repair/replace defective
manhole frame and covers.

Order Commences: 13 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 13 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 298 599.

CHURCH ROAD, GRANDBOROUGH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works for hydrant chamber rebuild.
Order Commences: 13 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 15 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Church Road, Main Street, Sawbridge Road and
vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

THE LOCKS, HILLMORTON, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Holes and trenching in tarmac footway for

reinforcement scheme.

Order Commences: 15 January 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 22 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 08081 642 252.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress

from properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to be

closed will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be

maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details

of our current & planned roadworks visit our website
i ire.gov. or call us 01926 412515.

WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (B4455 BRINKLOW)

(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) (VARIATION NO.1) ORDER 2025
Warwickshire County Council propose to make the above-named
Order under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which
will be to impose a 30mph speed limit on the length of road mentioned
in the Schedule below.

A copy of the proposed Order, together with a plan showing the length
of road affected and a statement of the Council’s reasons for

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

SOLIHULL METROPOLITAN
BOROUGH COUNCIL
PLANNING PUBLICITY
Town and Country Planning

The Observer, Friday December 26, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Rugby Coundil
Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 (as amended)

Application Number R25/0721
51 HILLMORTON ROAD, RUGBY,
CV22 5AE
Partial retrospective application for the

ition of and r of building
and amendments to boundary wall and dropped
kerbs.

(England) Order 2015 or Listed
and Conservation Areas Act 1990

A copy of the application(s) described
below as submitted to the Council may
be inspected during normal office hours at
Solihull Connect, Library Square, Touchwood,
Solihull. Any written representations in
respect of the proposals must be made
within 21 days of publication of this Notice
to the Head of Development & Regulatory
Management at the address below quoting
the application number concerned. The
application plans may be amended before
decision, but only if the Council considers
the amendments substantial will representors
be notified.

REF No: PL/2025/02180/PPFL Location:
Jaguar Land Rover Lode Lane Solihull
B92 8NW Reason: Major Development
Development: The erection of a steel frame
building with associated yard space and car
parking, road realignment and installation of
2 No. roundabouts.

REF No: PL/2025/02242/VAR L

This may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R25/0936

/A5 EAST LOGISTICS PARK, GIBBET
LANE, SHAWELL

Outline planning permission, with all matters
reserved save for access, for up to 60,000sqm of
employment floorspace within Use Class B8, a
new roundabout site access off the A5, amended
site access from Gibbet Lane, plus landscaping,
sustainable drainage, earthworks and all other
associated works and infrastructure.

This development may affect a Public Right
of Way. This is a major development
Application Number R25/1045
THURLASTON MEADOWS CARE HOME,
MAIN STREET, THURLASTON, RUGBY,
CV23 9)s

Variation of conditions 2 and 17 of R21/0152
(various extensions) changes to previously
approved plans.

This development may affect a
Conservation Area. This development may
affect a Public Right of Way

Members of the public may inspect copies of the

20 Union Road Solihull B91 3EF Reason:
Major Development Development: Variation
of condition 1 of planning permission
dated 09.01.2017 (PL/2016/02255/PPFL)
for alterations and extensions to an existing
building and infilling of garages, to create
an additional two storeys, 8 units and a
redesign of 2 units; for material changes for
a change in colour of the spandrel panels at
ground, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th floors.
Mark Andrews - Head of Service

Planning Design and Engagement
Economy and Infrastructure,

Council House, Manor Square,

Solihull B91 30B Date: 26.12.2025

WWW.SOLIHULL.GOV.UK

PUBLIC NOTICES
I—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council to make

, the plans and
with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby CV2| 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday until 16 January
2026. Please note a planning officer would not
be present.
If you wish to make an appointment to discuss
the application please contact the case officer.
Any person who wishes to make representation
to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online -
www.planningportal.rugby.co.uk (search for
application number and select comment) - or in
writing by that date to The Chief Officer Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV2I 2RR.
If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning
For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any

**S301JON 21eqoid

the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
WELSH ROAD EAST, SOUTHAM
Order Effect: A 30mph Speed Limit will be imposed
on Welsh Road East, Southam extending the existing
30mph limit for a distance of 85 metres in a south
easterly direction.
Reason for Order: For the safety of all road users
and of the contractors working on or near to the
highway.
Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to
18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 28 January 2026.

Cl Civil ineering  Ltd,

Tel: 01543 682 564.

RIDGEWAY LANE, LONG ITCHINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
Reason for Order: To enable works for installation
of a new boundary box.

Order Commences: 15 January 2026 for up to
18 months

Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

proposing to make the Order, may be inspected at the Main
Shire Hall, Market Place, Warwick and on the Council’s website:
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/20208/rugby-borough

Any objections to or representations in support of the proposals,
which must be in writing and specify the grounds on which they
are made, should be addressed to Dana Loxley, Safety Engineering
Team, Communities Directorate, Warwickshire County Council
(telephone number 01926 412889) or send by email to danaloxley@
warwickshire.gov.uk using subject header “B4455 Brinklow 30mph
Variation No.1 Speed Limit Order”.

(Objections, representations, and the name of the objector or
person making a representation, will normally be treated as public
i ion and may be publi For further i ion on how
Warwickshire County Council processes personal data please refer
to the Customer Privacy Notice which is available at https:/www.
warwickshire.gov.uk/privacy). Objections and repi ions must
be sent so as to be received by 16th January 2026.

SCHEDULE
B4455 Fosse Way
From its junction with Rugby Road in a southernly direction for
a distance of 166 metres.
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 24 Dec 2025

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515,

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 24 Dec 2025

PUBLIC NOTIGES

All your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

repr made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.
Nicola Smith

Chief Officer — Growth and Investment
MRTP!
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Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
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Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES SALES & WANTS m SERcEgC
—_—

PUBLIC NOTICES MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS | CONSERVATORIES o N
P | 2 7 0, | e Gard 30 Rose

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 size £159. Second | LS esorp1 | Raleigh  Enigma DOUBLE G
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make hand doubles £49 Ladies bike both in

d | : Singles £29 Fridges | _444 5250 diti
the following Temporary Traffic Orders: £49 Freezers £59 condition

* Garden / garage clearances.
¢ Tree/ hedge trimming.

SHAWBURY LANE, FILLONGLEY Can deliver 07703 | BOXED Fisher Price [ 0788111123 cks, Hinges, Handles,
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic. 925662 trio easy click bricks C(S)Mpolslanh 113:;15 W|n dows or DoolS * Patio | aying / cleanmg
R n for Order: fel I rks for meter : small, wil ids, ” o o
Reason for Order: Tosafeyenable worksformeter | 2y v pe ~crrarg | with storage box 5 smalh with o New Doors/Windows * Fencing / brickwork features.
Order Commences: 14 January 2026 for up to [| - clectric  rise = & 3-5yrs £10 0121 444 | puyer collects 01527 Supplied/Fitted * Painting fences / soffits / gutter cleaning
18 months. recline: 169 Manual | 15550 876216 . Enwronmentall frlendl
Anticipated Completion: 16 January 2026. recline chair  £60 3 200 623 ee g Y Y T
Access & Diversion: Broad Lane, Fillongley Road, High seated chair | WANTED For a free qu ation ca € on.
Kingshill Lane, Shawbury Lane and vice versa. 3‘7“7’03 5;5%62 deliver | pu— 01 21 605 ] 'I 37 or 07778 99391 8
Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd, _— DECORATING & N
Tel: 03300 080 820. TRIPOD  suitable PAINTING HOME

1 [ o
BUTLERS CRESCENT, EXHALL for  binoculars, WAN I E D IMPROVEMENTS
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic. camera.  telescope —

piece through onto existing water main. maximum £20 ono

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to | [ 07952685626 All ages and conditions
18 months. CARECO  Frontier gPl " *PI. ASTEH'“G Est 1987
Anticipated Completion: 30 January 2026. Mobility  Scooter ease ca

pomss wmon o s aniade. | 50 || 07778993918 No job to small

Reason for Order: Works to remove hydrant and extendable 149mm | {Carayvang & Motorhomes *PAINTING *nEcun ATINE

380 338. 774856384 If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
127 MILL LANE, WOLVEY 4 Wheel | Gotiol| e Free Quotes
O Efct o cses betvoan Locestr o Bids Mobilly wmmn.‘lll_mlyal nenu:ls cﬂs Cassettes Clean & reliable . . ThenPTa" Lel:lny o

e. ) 07951727326 intage or New . ° ¢ °
g&;::dnr(l] 8f%|6 t?r;de:ii %%Tr?eway patching works, | | CHITDS Quad Bike Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie Call Chris on aSteI'II:Ig umpmg 'enCIng
Order Commences: 16 January 2026 for up to fﬂgﬁrb;:?:( ;27\';,’,1; and rare finds. Cash paid 07999 309410 e Gardenlng e Floorlng ¢ Kitchens
18 month: - £300121 4445250 _ | | Callortext: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992 * Bath oG trv * Flat pack
Anticipated compleho_n.lﬁ_ January 2026. PAIR Doctor Bike 0 il ™ atnrooms arpen ry al paC
Access & Diversion: Leicester Road, B4114 handlebar muffs vec r email: welston@live.com .
Lutterworth Road Roundabout, Cloudesley Bush [ | 50" 61e57 873674 Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records) furniture

o

Lane and vice versa. Vehicular access & egress will
be maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
HALL ROAD, WOLVEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to lay
duct in carriageway.

Order Commences: 12 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 15 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Hall Road, Church Hill,
Bulkington Road and vice versa.

i ¢ Tiling * Painting
ETHING TO prarasiane's 02476 443 996
Contractor: Callan Connect, Tel: 01213 275 167.

EI I and make 07794 784 266
For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian

someone else’s
NO VAT CHARGE
access to and egress from properties and land . Advertise them in Domg

day by selling
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed If your item is valued at s - w .
the job

your unwanted KITCHENS
Er;llﬂt]ygﬂr\n{;i:;ir;sﬁ;; aF:L g;?tiz,:\/ehicular access will Obs erver £500 or less — its
INSTALLATIONS [jetes

items
To report any problems with these works or
might not

for further details of our current & planned The FREE_ OF CHARGE
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/ a in lineage
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

: max 15 words
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appmpnate box, enclose your ( )

Planning & Governance, cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or But if you want your necessaril
Shire Mol Warwick OVSA4RL Date 24 e 2005 alternatively email your free ad to; f ds@bulli CEWTTON advertisement to really y
L ottt ey Sl @l Stand out or if your item save you
1| |Free Lineage (items upto value £500) ~|Paid for Boxed Ad (ltems of any value) is valued at over £500’ money.
I Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): o 1
(A 15 WORDS k you can place details in
! ’ Hll a boxed advertisement Play safe,
1 1 for just call an
1 | -
. o i £5.75 (inc vat) EXPERT!
| Details (Not for Publication): 1
1 Il Initial Surname 1 3 PIECE
1 Address |
1 ! SUITE
! Postcode : brown leather,
p Tet Mobile 1 perfect
Keeping you up to J Emai: ; ‘ [ condition
date with all the 1 | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £..............wmmmmnnnns 1 as new

latest information | !oaemaiey

1 Please debit m, i
- y card for £ Visa/ Delta
on Plannin
a Credit Card Number

£550

1
[
1 4
Proposals, Traffic 1 1 can deliver
1
1
1
1

1 Exp: Start:
J Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if

Telephone

Notices, Goods
10234 567890

Maluets Operator I Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East
Licences H Licences I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 Bi!P or email yo’ur advertisement to ’
To Sell Alcohol, 1 freeads@bullivantmedia.com

Probate Notices..... | *~====-----======-=-----—%

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)




CRS LTD

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 |AT
ATF's are the ONLY legal way to scrap your vehicles

BUYERS
of all SCRAP Metals and SCRAP Vehicles
The ONLY authorised treatment facility in Malvern!
Best Prices Paid * Collection & Skip Drops Farm
Equipment, Copper, Brass etc. * 50 Ton Weigh Bridge
1.D REQUIRED - 01684 578081

www.crs-malvern.co.uk 6% '
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VINYL RECORDS WANTED
Buying since 1978
Get your cash TODAY!
[ will come to you
Phone PAUL
01527 893992 | 07765 142354

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

Bears drop Birmingham name
in T20 Blast rebrand for 2026

CRICKET: WARWICKSHIRE’S
T20 teams will rebrand for the
2026 season with the club to
drop their previously adopted
Birmingham name.

The club will revert to their
‘Warwickshire Bears name in the
T20 Blast from the 2026 campaign
and beyond.

‘Warwickshire switched to the
Birmingham Bears name from the
2014 season for their T20 team
only.

However, the club now want to
unite the men’s and women'’s teams
under one identity looking to the
future.

Warwickshire chief executive,
Stuart Cain said: “Warwickshire has
and always will be at the heart of
who we are. It’s our identity and has
been for well over a century.

Warwickshire’s Edgbaston home will again
play. host to the men’s T20 Finals Day.

“Over a decade ago, the club and attract new fans to the Bears.

decided to be bold with a city-based

“But with our long-term future in

name for our T20 team, and it saw mind, and following feedback from
attendances grow to record levels members through the Members’

Committee, now is the right time
for change.

“We represent the coun-
ty, and that’'s what returning to
‘Warwickshire Bears is about.”

FIXTURES RELEASED

The rebranded Bears will begin
the 2026 T20 Blast season with
a trip to Gloucestershire while
the club’s women'’s side travel to
Essex.

Warwickshire’s men head to
Gloucestershire on May 22 with the
women’s side to play Essex on the
same day.

And both Warwickshire teams
play at Edgbaston for the first time
in 2026, in the first of five double-
headers over the course of the sea-
son, on May 24 against Somerset.

The men’s team then play local
rivals Worcestershire Rapids at
New Road (May 29) in the first
derby clash of the campaign.

The Bears play the Pears in the
reverse derby fixture at Edgbaston
later in the summer (June 26).

Edgbaston will once again host
Finals Day with the women'’s Finals
Day to take place at Sophia Gardens
in Cardiff.

‘Warwickshire begin their County
Championship campaign against
Surrey in April with the county
hoping to improve on last season’s
fifth-place finish in Division One.

And the Bears will again return to
Rugby School in the One-Day Cup
for three home matches in August.

More details regarding the club’s
fixtures can be found online at: rug-
byobserver.co.uk/sport

LEAMINGTON SPA

| CASHBROKERS

CASH

PAID

FOR GOLD, SILVER,
COINS & BULLION

PAWNBROKING LOANS
SCRAP GOLD & SILVER
BUY BACK

JEWELLERY & WATCHES
COINS & BULLION

01926 258252

144 Parade, Leamington Spa, CV32 4AG

www.cashbrokersleamingtonspa.co.uk

The National
Association
of Jewellers
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