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Opinions split
to postpone el

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

RUGBY Borough Council’s (RBC) deci-
sion to request the postponement of
local elections in May has been ‘mis-
represented for political purposes’ by
critics, the council says.

The council’s Conservative Group has
described the Labour administration’s deci-
sion to ask the government to cancel the
elections as ‘an attack on local democ-
racy’.

But the Labour Group says the decision
was taken ‘with regret, following open
debate in public, and in response to a for-
mal request from the Secretary of State’.

RBC’s Cabinet agreed to ask for the
postponement in response to a government
request ahead of a planned local govern-
ment reorganisation (LGR) in 2027, under
which all councils in Warwickshire would
be replaced by either one or two new uni-
tary authorities.

The government made the request amid
concern about the ability of councils to run
the May elections alongside LGR — as well
as the cost to taxpayers of holding elections
for councils such as RBC that are due to be
abolished in 2028.

RBC’s Cabinet says the postponement
would ‘release essential capacity to deliver
local government reorganisation’.

But the Conservative Group claimed the
council was ‘fully capable of delivering a
lawful and transparent election using exist-
ing staff and resources’.

Group leader Coun Derek Poole said:
“I believe the ability of residents to pass
judgement on those in power is fundamen-
tal to democracy — and I speak as someone
who has been on the receiving end of that
judgement.”

Coun Adrian Warwick, Leader of the
Conservative Group at Warwickshire
County Council said the move was ‘deeply
concerning’.

He added: “It is insulting for the Cabinet
to show such clear contempt for the demo-
cratic process and for the people of Rugby,
and we will continue to oppose any attempt
to deny residents their right to vote.”

Council leader Coun Michael Moran said
the decision was not taken lightly.

He added: “It is disappointing to hear
criticism from the Conservative Group, who
only last year asked — in secret and without
public debate — for all Warwickshire County
Council elections to be cancelled.

“RBC is dealing with a demanding work-
load linked to LGR. We have been asked
for our view, just as every other council
has been, and we have responded openly,
transparently and with regret. Government
will make the final decision.

“Our focus has to be on putting Rugby
in the strongest possible position, not on
short-term political point-scoring. I am
aware of councils of all political colours
making similar requests at this time.

“This is a short, proportionate and trans-
parent response to a government request,
taken in the open and focused on securing
the best possible future for Rugby resi-
dents.”

on move
ections

TASTE OF THE FUTURE: THE NEXT gen-
eration of chefs studying at Rugby College
have opened a new training restaurant.

The opening of Scrum & Fork was marked
by a ribbon-cutting ceremony led by Mayor
Barbara Brown, alongside Rugby MP John
Slinger ME, college group WCG’s Deputy
Principal Stuart Evans, and Professional
Cookery students from the college.

Rugby College Campus Principal Simon
Philpott said: “Scrum & Fork is not just a
dining space, it is a professional environment
where our students can hone their skills, learn
what it means to work in hospitality and gain
the real-life experience they need to succeed

in the world of work.

“We are incredibly proud to open a restau-
rant that connects our college with the local
community and showcases the exceptional
talent of our students.”

Scrum & Fork is now operating as a stu-
dent-run training restaurant throughout the
academic year. Visit www.wcg.ac.uk/scru-
mandfork for more information.

Mayor Barbara Brown (middle front),
John Slinger MP (middle right) and WCG
Deputy Principal Stuart Evans (middle
left), with students from Rugby College’s
catering and hospitality department.
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strong when

it comes to

growth say

THE ECONOMY is expect-
ed to grow in Coventry and
Warwickshire this year.

Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce’s final
Quarterly Economic Survey of
2025 showed firms in the region
felt the effects of an uncertain
period around the time of the
Autumn Budget and the fallout
from the cyber-attack at JLR.

The survey, which measures how
business owners are feeling, is ana-
lysed by the Business Intelligence
Service at Warwickshire County
Council.

From the responses of business-
es across the service and manu-
facturing sectors, it gives scores
out of 100 where anything above
50 indicates growth and anything
below 50 is negative.

It looks at a range of aspects
of doing business in the region,
including the outlook for employ-
ment, investment, confidence, and
current and future order books for
both domestic and overseas sales.

In the vast majority of indica-
tors, there was a drop compared to
the previous quarter but, crucially,
overall confidence remained above
50 while the overall economic out-

Looking up - Steve Harcourt and Corin Crane
discuss the economy in Warwickshire.

look had a score of 56.2.

Corin Crane, chief executive
of Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce, said: “The
survey backs up everything we
heard anecdotally at the end of
2025 that firms had been through
a difficult and uncertain period.
So many businesses were nervous
about the Budget and the manu-
facturing sector had been hit by
the JLR attack.

Keep the Passion.
We take pride in molk
difference to help
over the long terr

“However, what we started to
see after the Budget was confi-
dence starting to return and lots
of things that had been put on
hold were starting to move for-
ward.

“The first few months of 2026
will provide an important indica-
tion of what is to come throughout
the year. So, while there will be
concern around this survey we
have to take it in the context of
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the period it was carried out.”
Steve Harcourt, director of
Prime Accountants Group which
helped deliver the survey, added:
“I know from my own client base
that there was a huge amount of
uncertainty but the last few weeks
of 2025 felt much more stable and
we are all hoping that this year
begins on much more solid foun-
dations from which companies
across the region can grow.”

WINTER SUPPORT

Preparing you for the winter months

Whether you need help with living expenses,
accessing food, or finding a safe and warm

community space. Rugby Borough Council is
here to help you through the winter months.

We recognise the additional challenges that
come with shorter days and colder weather.

Get support at rugby.gov.uk/wintersupport
Or call (01788) 533533

February Adult  Child
17th Pub Lunch £30.00 £24.00
21st Telford......... £25.00 £20.00
March

3rd Melton Mowbray ..........ccccocecrvinierncnnns £22.00
T YOTK o £22.00
17th Cotswold Market & Broadwa! £22.00
21st Afternoon Tea & Litchfield £28.00
Bt Liverpooli: o £22.00
April

8th Cheddar Gorge & Clarkes Shopping Village £30.00 £24.00
11th London £30.00 £24.00
14th Cotswolds & Broadway .............ccceceuereuereiiiereiiiereisseeiesiesesessesesesesenssenas £29.00 £24.00
May

5th Pub Lunch £25.00
16th Black Country Museum .............ccccccuee. £24.00
26th Lunch & Entertainment ...

27th Skegness ............... £29.50 £24.00
Eastbourne - The Haddon Hall Hotel 29th March- 2nd April 26. 5 Days/4 Nights £320 Per Person
Price includes- All coach hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening meal & Breakfast, 1/2 price bar,

entertainment package, Day excursions & An Afternoon Tea

Scotland- Waverley Castle Hotel 27th-31st May 26. 5 Days/ 4 Nights 425 Per Peron
Price Includes- All Coach Hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
Excursions, Admission to Falkirk Wheel, and Admission to Ainwick Castle

Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights £295 Per Person.

Price Includes- All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
excursions, Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

See
page
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THE LONGEST greenway in
Warwickshire is set for more
upgrades.

‘Warwickshire County Council’s
(WCC) cabinet has approved plans
for more improvements to the Lias
Line - a walking, wheeling and
cycling route linking Leamington
and Rugby.

Improvements to a quarter-mile
section of the route between Oxford
Road and Birdingbury Road, near
Rugby, will be funded by a £322,700
grant from the government’s Active
Travel Fund.

The existing single-track path will
be widened to a three-metre-wide,
multi-user greenway with a 1.5-

metre ‘trotting strip’ for eques-
trians and a new stepped access
and wheeling ramp at Birdingbury
Road.

The investment forms part of
a wider programme to create a
traffic-free leisure and utility route
between Leamington and Rugby.

The Lias Line improvements are
being delivered by the Walk Wheel
Cycle Trust — the charity formerly
known as Sustrans, which owns and
manages the Lias Line — with com-
pletion expected this year.

WCC’s transport and planning
spokesperson, Councillor Jennifer
‘Warren, said: “We're delighted to
continue our partnership with the
‘Walk Wheel Cycle Trust to enhance
the Lias Line for residents and
visitors. These improvements will
make walking, wheeling and cycling

easier, safer, and more enjoyable
for everyone while helping to con-
nect our towns and villages.”

She said active travel routes
improve health and back the rural
economy by attracting visitors.

Coun Warren added: “This lat-
est investment underlines our com-
mitment to support active travel
projects that deliver benefits for all
of the residents of Warwickshire.”

The Lias Line is part of the
National Cycle Network and will
connect with the WCC-owned
Offchurch Greenway, adding to
a growing network of traffic-free
routes across the county.

Previous improvements upgraded
more than four miles of the route,
funded through earlier rounds of
the Active Travel Fund and cash for
the National Cycle Network.
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More upgrades
have been
approved for the
Lias Line. s
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Toddler death pair plead

A MAN and woman from Rugby
have appeared in court and
pleaded not guilty to charges
in relation to the death of a
13-month-old girl.

Isabella Stasisk died in hos-
pital on January 7, after being
taken ill at a house in Rugby.

Kinga Wydrzynska, 25, of
Johnson Avenue, and Michal
Stasiak, 27, of Blackwood
Avenue, were initially charged
in January 2025, with murder
and causing or allowing the
death of a child.

Stasiak was also charged with
possession of indecent images.

In December, both were fur-

ther charged with two counts
of sexual assault in relation to
Isabella, and three counts of
assault/ill-treat/neglect/abandon
a child/young person to cause
unnecessary suffering/injury
in relation to Isabella and two
other children.

They appeared at Warwick
Crown Court on Friday, January
9, for a procedural hearing to
allow all counts to be joined at
the same trial.

Both gave not guilty pleas
to the five counts and were
remanded by the court.

Their trial has been set for
October 6.

Burglars
snapped

Car key. butlc!at,‘sim

PAESESEEE o+ Tustpiot

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote 0sG

Reader Travel

07 = anion g e o

POLICE are appealing for
information after a series of
car-key burglaries.

Between November 20 and
25, burglaries were reported
in Kenilworth, Nuneaton and
Binley. Officers are keen to
speak to anyone who may
have doorbell recordings of
suspicious activity.

Anyone with information is
asked to call West Midlands
Police on 101, quoting crime
number 20/449560/25.

A West Midlands Police
spokesperson said: “Burg-
lars and thieves often look to
take advantage of the dark
winter evenings by stealing
cars and valuables.

“There are a number of
things you can do to keep
your homes and properties
secured.”

Visit  https://tinyurl.com
/3dnf2and for advice.

Visit www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2RW7mCvku74 for
CCTV footage of suspects at
an incident in Kenilworth.

Appeal after pub violence

FIVE people have been
charged and remanded in
custody following large-
scale disorder at a pub
in Rugby on Boxing Day
night.

Police attended the Albert
Street pub after receiv-
ing reports of the disor-
der at 10.40pm. Witnesses
reported violence erupted
between two groups of men,
some armed with knives.

Det Sgt Matt McGreevy,
from Warwickshire Police
CID, said: “We launched an
investigation following dis-

seriously hurt and officers
on the scene were quick to
identify and detain some
of those we believe to be
involved, and seized a
number of weapons.

“We are now working
hard to identify and locate
others involved and are
appealing for anyone who
witnessed the violence,
who has any video footage
of it, or anyone with other
information that could help
with our enquiries, to get
in touch.”

The following men have

Williams Close, Rugby;
Kalvin Gilbert-Farrell, 18,
of Poole Close, Rugby;
Taylor Kessna, 19, of
Selborne Road, Rugby; Ryan
Macdonald, 22, of Richard
Walker Way, Rugby; and
Wesley Quigley, 21, of
Maurne Road, Dublin, in
the Republic of Ireland.
Anyone with informa-
tion should contact www.
warwickshire.police.uk or
call 101. Quote incident
263 of 26 December 2025.
Alternatively, information
can be provided, anony-

RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

Departing Fri 22 May ‘26

Dubbed ‘the garden equivalent
of Paris Fashion Week,’ the iconic

RHS Chelsea Flower Show is a highlight event of the
gardening season. The best of the botanical world
gather for this prestigious flower show to display

the latest in horticultural innovation.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London
{JG3 or JG4 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Admission to the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, with

coach transfer

P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG
- Book by 30 Jan 2026

2 Days by Coach only £319

Sii ngle Supplement £50

d on bookings ridde Jp Lo 7 days pastp 1
may incur a supplement, P ease see website or call J\ fulldeteis

LITTLE TRAINS OF NORFOLK
& THE MISSISSIPPI PADDLE
STEAMER

Departing Mon 3 Aug ‘26

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ 4 nights at the Prince Guest House,
Great Yarmouth (JG2+ rating) with dinner &
breakfast

¢/ Heritage train journeys on the
North Norfolk Railway & Bure Valley Railway

¢/ Mississippi Paddle Steamer cruise on the
Norfolk Broads

¢/ Excursion to Cromer & Sheringham
Optional excursion to Norwich (£15pp)
P SAVE £30 - Quote OSG

- Book by 30 Jan 2026

5Days by Coach only £519

Sm;,le Supp[ement £80

Visit us online at

graceful scenes while many

people were out celebrat-

ing the festive season.
“Fortunately, nobody was

all been charged with affray
and possession of a knife
in a public place: Stefan
Farrell, 21, of Garyth

mously, to the independent
charity Crimestoppers, on
0800 555 111.

: i Bl
n justgohols s BRITISH

justgoholidays.com/OSG

TRAVEL
AWARDS
2025

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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Giving more a sporting chance

A WINNING project has
been praised for helping
to get under-represented
Coventry communities
involved in sport.

Coun Naeem Akhtar,
Cabinet Member for
Housing and Communities
at Coventry City Council,
visited the volunteer-led
Coventry Sports Cohesion
Project as it held a session
in Hillfields to encourage
ethnic minority groups to
get into sport.

The scheme is particu-
larly targeted at people liv-
ing in deprived areas such
as Hillfields and Foleshill,
which has a dense popula-
tion of ethnic minorities.

The initiative developed
further following the impact
of the pandemic on the
Black, Asian and Minority
Ethnic communities in
2021.

Since its launch in 2021,
the organisation has seen
great success in young
people’s development and
ability, with parents report-
ing greater satisfaction
- and plans to continue to
encourage more people to
get involved.

Coun Akhtar said: “It was
a pleasure to support some
of the bright and talented
young people in our city.

“We must recognise and
highlight the importance of
sports in our communities

as a way to support young people’s develop-
ment and wellbeing in our communities, bridg-
ing the gap for those who are disadvantaged,
so that equal opportunities are made available

for all young people.”

Coun Naeem Akhtar with young partici-
pants in the Coventry Sports Cohesion
Project in Willenhall.
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Holocaust event
offers all chance
to remember

HOLOCAUST Memorial Day will be
marked in Coventry by an event hon-
ouring genocide victims.

The international memorial day, which
is held on January 27 each year, will be
observed at an event at the Belgrade
Theatre.

The free event will focus on this year’s
theme of Bridging Generations, to high-
light that the responsibility of remem-
brance doesn’t end with the survivors.

The event will remember the millions
of people murdered during the Holocaust
under Nazi persecution through guest speak-
ers, music and moving performances.

The main speaker for this year’s
event is Jeanette Marx, a second-gen-
eration Holocaust survivor, representing
Generation 2 Generation.

She will share her mother’s experi-
ence of being transported to concentration
camps from their home in Poland. Her
mother used to share her experience as a
speaker, but after passing away in 2012,
Jeanette now takes that role.

Jeanette said: “Words of incitement to
hate have only one purpose, to breed hate.
That is why Holocaust Memorial Day is so
very important. It reminds us how far hate
can reach with disastrous consequences.

“My role is to pass on — to bridge from
my mother’s generation, to my own and
then onto following generations — the
message that we must live with respect,
tolerance and acceptance of everyone, as

we are all human beings.”

Reflecting Coventry’s diverse popula-
tion, including significant East African
communities, the programme includes
commemoration of the Genocide against
the Tutsi in Rwanda.

Coun Abdul Salam Khan, Deputy Leader
and Cabinet Member for Policing and
Equalities at Coventry City Council, will
also be speaking at the event.

He said: “We are proud to welcome
people of all backgrounds to our city, and
we will continue to be a welcoming city of
sanctuary. Our city’s past shows us how
important it is to come together to build a
posmve peaceful future.

“I am so proud of the support we pro-
vide as a city and will continue to play a
part in promoting our role of being a City
of Peace and Reconciliation so generations
to come can continue spread this mes-
sage.”

Local poets, speakers, dancers and sec-
ondary school students will contribute to
the programme throughout the event.

Coun Rachel Lancaster, Lord Mayor of
Coventry, said: “It’s important that we
continue to promote the message of peace
and reconciliation, whilst working with
younger generations so they can take this
forward in the years to come.”

The event takes place from 12pm to
3.20pm on Tuesday January 27. Visit
www.coventry.gov.uk/hmd to book a free
place.

'

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE

BACKED

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Rugby patient among first to
try out new cancer treatment

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

‘DELIGHTED’ Rugby resident who

as taken part in a trial of new radio-

therapy treatment for prostate cancer

patients has praised the procedure as
‘life-changing’.

Willy Goldschmidt is among a group of
patients from University Hospitals Coventry
and Warwickshire (UHCW) NHS Trust who
have taken part in the international trial
— initial data from which has offered new
hope to tens of thousands of prostate cancer
patients.

Results show that higher doses of tar-
geted radiotherapy given each day over five
days - called Stereotactic Body Radiotherapy
(SBRT) — has a high equivalent cure rate com-
pared with the standard four-week course.

Mr Goldschmidt, the President of the
Friends of St Cross Hospital charity, said
being given the opportunity to receive the
condensed radiotherapy schedule was ‘life-
changing’.

He was diagnosed with prostate cancer in
2017. Following his diagnosis, he met with
consultant urologist Mr Donald MacDonald,
who presented him with two curative options:
surgery or radiotherapy.

Mr Goldschmidt said: “I was introduced
to the SBRT trial, offering the option of a
condensed radiotherapy schedule — five treat-
ments over two weeks instead of the standard
20 over four weeks.

“The idea of a condensed radiotherapy
schedule sounded appealing, with fewer hos-
pital visits and no invasive surgery to recover
from. I accepted the offer, and when I found
out I had been randomly selected to the SBRT

/\;

Offering new hope -to thousands

arm of the trial I was delighted.

“The shorter treatment schedule had mini-
mal impact on my daily life, and I was able
to carry on with my day-to-day activities as
normal. I felt very well supported throughout
the process and was reassured by the clinical
staff at every stage of the treatment.

“Being part of the trial means I still have
follow-up checks, and my latest follow up in
October came back with an all-clear result.
I'm now eight years on from my initial diag-
nosis and treatment, and it’s safe to say the
treatment and follow up monitoring has been
life-changing for me in that it has removed
any concerns I might have had about this
potentially lethal disease.

“I feel privileged to have been given the
opportunity to take part in a trial that could
change prostate cancer treatment for others.
I now volunteer as a Research Champion for
the Trust and fully advocate patients taking
part in research trials.”

The trials aimed to establish the new five-
fraction SBRT treatment as the standard for
localised prostate cancer.

Andrew Chan, Consultant Clinical
Oncologist at UHCW NHS Trust, says data
from the trial, which has involved more
than 870 prostate cancer patients across the
world, is very encouraging.

He said: “This is a pivotal, practice-chang-
ing result because it means that for this
highly prevalent cancer we are able to reduce

radiotherapy treatment to only a quarter of [ |

the current standard — from 20 days to five
days — with the same clinical benefits.

“That would be such a game-changer for
both patients and for the NHS in terms
of less visits to hospital, so patients can
return to their usual activities quicker
than normal, and it generates more capac-

Trial participant
and Research

Champion

Goldschmidt
and Research

Radiograp!

Vicky Sturgess,
pictured with
one of UHCW

NHS Trust’

Elekta Evo HD
linear accelera-

tor system:

Willy

her

'S

ity for treatment.

“This contemporary data with
such a high cure rate is a combi-
nation of the advances in radio-
therapy and the quality assurance
that ensures our radiotherapy plan-
ning and image guidance are world
class. These have all been a credit
to our clinicians and radiotherapy
team members.

“Many patients from this Trust
were recruited to this trial and this
has been a way of establishing the
evidence we need to support SBRT

in prostate cancer. We have people
who have benefited from this treat-
ment and the first patient, who was
treated in 2016, is doing very well.

“SBRT is now our standard treat-
ment for men with low risk and low-
intermediate risk prostate cancer
not requiring concurrent hormone
therapy.”

Prostate cancer is the number
one cancer in males, with more
than 55,000 men diagnosed with
the disease in the UK each year.
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The Myton Hospices is hoping to stir up some generosity with

its Brew Good campaign.

Stirring up support

CAFFINE-fueled fundraisers are
invited to do something brew-ti-
ful for The Myton Hospices this
February.

Communities across Coventry
and Warwickshire are being
encouraged to come together over
a cup of tea and a slice of cake in
support of hospices’ Brew Good
for Myton campaign.

Supporters can get involved by
hosting a coffee morning, bake
sale, or a combination of the two,
bringing together friends, family,
colleagues, schools and local com-
munities to help raise vital funds
for their local hospice. It offers
the perfect opportunity to enjoy a
cuppa while making a meaningful
difference to people living with
life-limiting illnesses in the local
area.

Whether homemade bakes or
shop-bought treats are on offer,
every cup poured and every cake
shared helps The Myton Hospices
continue to provide specialist
care and support to patients and
their families across Coventry and
Warwickshire.

Community fundraising manager
Rachael Ryan said: “During Brew
Good for Myton, we hope to see our
community come together to show
their support for Myton. Every cup
shared and every cake enjoyed will
make a difference to the lives of
patients and their families across
Coventry and Warwickshire. By
taking part, supporters are helping
us continue to provide the essential
care people need and deserve.”

Visit www.mytonhospice.org/
Brew for more details.

The Observer, Friday January 16, 2026

Looking back on a
successful decade

THE CEO of The Myton Hospices
has thanked communities for
their unwavering and on-going

support as she marks a decade

at the helm.

Over the past ten years, Ruth |

Freeman has ensured people living
with a life-limiting illness across
Coventry and Warwickshire have
received the very best palliative and
end of life care.

During her tenure as CEO, almost
13,000 patients and their families
have been supported by Myton’s
teams across their three hospices in

Warwick, Rugby and Coventry and =

in the community.

Ruth’s time as CEO has been
defined by a commitment to meeting
the changing needs of the communi-
ties the charity serves. Under her
leadership, The Myton Hospices has
introduced a number of nationally
recognised initiatives and developed
a range of new and existing serv-
ices.

Ruth said: “It’s hard to believe
that I have been CEO at Myton
for ten years, the time has literally
flown by. It’s not surprising when
you consider all of the wonderful
opportunities the role has given me,
not least to meet so many amazing
people and to work alongside a team
of committed staff, volunteers and
supporters all dedicated to going
the extra mile for patients and their
families.

“Of course, there have been chal-

s

lenges along the way - Covid what
a resilience test that was, but I look
back with pride when I remem-
ber how the whole Myton fam-
ily and thousands of people and
organisations across Coventry and
‘Warwickshire pulled together to
ensure Myton could continue pro-
viding vital services to those who
needed them most.

“Currently our biggest challenge
and one affecting the whole hospice
sector is the lack of government
funding, and we, alongside our hos-
pice colleagues from across the UK
are fighting for funding reform to
ensure the sustainability of vital
Palliative and End of Life care serv-
ices for everyone.

“Fortunately, unlike many hospic-

A\

es we have not yet had to cut serv-
ices, this is due to a lot of hard work
by our Income Generation teams
but also because of the unwavering
support of our local communities
and I cannot thank them enough for
the difference they have enabled us
to make and continue to make to
thousands of people each year.

“The biggest privilege of course
for me is meeting so many inspira-
tional patients and their families —
the courage, love and even humour
they show throughout the greatest
of adversity is truly moving.”

Ruth Freeman is celebrating
ten years at the helm of The
Myton Hospices.
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Steam to Carlisle.

~Bob-Green

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

Saturday 7, 21, 28 February 2026

This day trip provides a wonderful opportunity
to get out and about during the winter months,
with the added bonus of steam haulage over
the Northern Fells, including the spectacular
Settle & Carlisle Railway.

We have a high speed journey down the West
Coast Main Line to Carnforth, hauled by a blue
Class 86 electric locomotive. We then enjoy a
circular steam tour outwards via Shap to Carlisle
and back via the Settle and Carlisle line.

We return from Preston to London behind our
blue electric locomotive.

* Departs Rugby and Nuneaton
* From £115 per person
* Premier Dining available

SESTTRAVEL COMPANY
AL KOS

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY
L LTS

BEST SPECIL WTEREST
HOLIDAY COMPANY

On-board dining options available. Refreshments available to purchase on-board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only ~ locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company ~ The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL



The Observer, Friday January 16, 2026

Bird flu has broken out at Ryton Pools Country Park.

Park urges all
to stick to paths

after bird flu
case confirmed

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

ANOTHER case of bird flu has been
confirmed in Warwickshire.

Ryton Pools Country Park, near Ryton-
on-Dunsmore, highlighted an outbreak on
Sunday January 11 via its social media
channels.

A spokesperson for the site urged visitors
to stick to footpaths, keep dogs on leads
and avoid contact with dead or sick birds.
They also advised against handling feath-
ers or any surface contaminated with bird
droppings.

Those who keep poultry or other birds at
home have been advised to wash their hands
and disinfect footwear after their visit.

Anyone who identifies any dead birds at
the park has been asked to report them to
The Department for the Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs (Defra).

This latest case follows outbreaks of avian
flu among geese along the River Avon in
Stratford and in wild bird populations at
Kingsbury Water Park in December.

Dr Shade Agboola, director of public
health at Warwickshire County Council,
said: “The incidence of avian flu in the wild
bird population is something that we are
taking very seriously.

“The UKHSA has made it clear that the

risk of the disease transferring from birds
to humans is considered to be very low. To
ensure this situation remains, members of
the public should not touch or go near sick
or dying birds and any dead birds found
should be reported to DEFRA.”

Mamoona Tahir, consultant in health
protection leading on avian influenza for
UKHSA West Midlands, added: “The risk to
the public from this strain of avian flu is very
low, however it is important that people do
not touch any sick or dead birds.

“As a precaution, anyone who may have
come into contact with the droppings or
birds in an area where the infection has been
confirmed will be monitored and offered a
course of antiviral medication if needed.”

Anyone who has come into contact with
sick or dead birds or their droppings, in
an area where the infection had been con-
firmed, is urged to notify the UK Health
Security Agency’s West Midlands Health
Protection Team on 0344 225 3560 so pub-
lic health experts can determine if antiviral
medication and active surveillance of their
condition was necessary.

It is likely that avian flu is circulating
more widely across Warwickshire. If any-
one sees sick or dead birds by waterways
or on private land in the surrounding areas
in Warwickshire, should do not touch them
and should call the Defra helpline on 03459
3355 77.

For all the latest news and features

coventryobserver.co.uk
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| TEDDY LOVERS
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On A423 Southam Road,
Nr Farnborough,
Banbury OX17 1EL

Tel: 01295 690479

OPEN SIX DAYS A'WEEK
Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm
Sun 10.30am-4.30pm

Open Bank Holiday Mondays

LEAMINGTON SPA

A

DAVENTRY
SOUTHAM
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FARNBOROUGH
GARDEN CENTRE

STRATFORD UPON AVON

CHIPPING NORTON

BICESTER
M40

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN

WON’T COST YOU THE EARTH
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Mayor’s move aims to make new
home schemes more affordable

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

‘ESSENTIAL’ new affordable
homes are coming to Rugby -
one of a series of developments
aimed at easing the region’s
housing crisis.

The former General Electric Power
Conversion UK site in Projects Drive
will be turned into a 108-home
development including 72 social rent
properties — the most affordable type
of housing — with the rest to be made
available for shared ownership.

The six-acre development, funded
by a £2.6million investment from
West Midlands Mayor Richard
Parker, is also being backed by
Homes England and will feature a
mix of apartments, maisonettes and
houses.

The scheme, which is being built
by Morro Partnerships on behalf
of not-for-profit housing provider
Orbit, will rehouse some of Orbit’s
existing customers from the nearby
Hollowell Way estate, which has
been earmarked for demolition and
redevelopment.

The development is part of Mr
Parker’s project to build 2,000 new
social homes every year across the
region by 2028, to help tackle the
housing crisis.

He said: “Everyone deserves a
safe, warm place to call home, but
we're facing a housing crisis because

|

of years of chronic underinvestment
in social and affordable homes.

“This has left too many families
stuck in temporary accommodation
or poor-quality private rents. That's
not acceptable, which is why I'm
committed to building the genuinely
affordable homes our communities
so badly need.

“Projects Drive is the latest exam-
ple from a new wave of investment
I'm making to tackle this prob-

lem. And it’s not only delivering
essential homes but also helping to
regenerate the local area and pro-
viding work and training opportuni-
ties — supporting my mission to get
93,000 people into quality jobs over
the next decade.”

Phil Andrew, chief executive at
Orbit said: “We are proud to be
working alongside Mayor Richard
Parker and Morro Partnerships to
deliver much-needed, quality, afford-

Richard
Parker, Mayor
of the West
Midlands, is
ramping up the
construction
of more social
homes to

help tackle
the region’s
housing crisis.

able housing in Rugby to help meet
local housing needs.

“This is the first step in an exciting
long-term investment for this com-
munity that will help provide more
people with good quality homes that
they can afford, in a place that they
are proud to live, and we look for-
ward to getting work underway.”

To carry out the redevelopment,
Morro plans to create new jobs
and construction apprenticeships by

working with local recruitment part-
ners, colleges, education providers
and third sector organisations to
open up training and job opportuni-
ties for hard-to-reach people such as
care leavers and ex-forces person-
nel.

Simon Preston, managing director
at Morro Partnerships, added: “This
scheme demonstrates our commit-
ment to building high-quality, sus-
tainable housing while creating local
job and apprenticeship opportunities
as well as enhancing the local area
through our social value initiatives.”

In November, Housing Secretary
Steve Reed announced up to
§1.7billion for the region’s ten
year Social and Affordable Homes
Programme, which could fund at
least 10,000 affordable new homes
across the West Midlands over the
coming decade.

And the Mayor’s mission to
build more social housing secured
a further boost in October with
a new §40million Social Housing
Accelerator Fund.

The money, secured by cutting red
tape surrounding existing housing
funds, will be used to convert 1,000
properties that are ready for occupa-
tion, under construction or soon-to-
be-built, to social rent homes.

Those will be on top of over 750
social rent homes the Mayor has
already unlocked since taking office
in May last year as part of his ongo-
ing ‘Homes for Everyone’ priority.

THE
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ZBED FACTORY

Trading since 1989
3 floors full of beds
(We are bigger than we look)
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6 TYPES OF ELECTRIC
ADJUSTABLE BEDS NOW ON
SHOW SOME WITH MASSAGE
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KING FOR DOUBLE
ON ALL
MATTRESSES

For the last decade Mammoth has built a reputation as a leader in

health and wellbeing - the brand that brought Medical Grade™ foam and
PostureCells® to the mattress market. Scientific testing, health award wins
and an exclusive partnerships with the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy
have made it the go-to name for those who need genuine comfort, pain
relief and a great night's sleep.

Born out of healthcare and based on the pressure relieving materials used in
medical beds on spinal injury units, Mammoth's secret ingredient is Medical
Grade™ foam — a naturally cooling, pressure-relieving but supportive material
that's shown to be far superior to standard memory foam.

Unlike memory foam, Medical Grade™ foam doesn't require heat to become
pliable, nor does it lock sleepers in place where they may seize up with aches
and pains. Instead, Medical Grade™ foam instantly contours to the body and
provides a supportive yet flexible surface that aids natural spinal alignment.

This is complemented by Mammoth's innovative PostureCells® —
independently moving castellations in the foam that provide even support
but reduce partner disturbance. Importantly, the air channels between
each PostureCell® also serve to wick away the moisture and allergens that
typically build up through the night.

Testing excellence

Under laboratory conditions, Medical Grade™ foam mattresses have been
found to provide 46% greater pressure relief and 69% faster cooling than
standard 50kg memory foam. For sleepers that means:

Improved circulation through the night
Faster recovery and healing

Reduced overheating

Reduced perspiration

Improved hygiene
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Attention Arthritis Sufferer's

Revealed The Hidden Secret Of How To Massively Reduce Pain
And Discomfort, Without The Need For Expensive Drugs Or Surgery!!!!

Mammoth Centre of Excellence
We at the Bed Factory Leamington are proud to have been
awarded by Mammoth the title of Centre of Excellence
This is due to the fully trained staff and the display of the
complete range of the new Mammoth Medical grade mattresses.
We are recommended by Chiropractors and Doctors for our
range of pressure relieving mattresses.

INPARTNERSHIP WITH

CHARTERED
SOCIETY

OF
PHYSIOTHERAPY

BRIGHT IDEAS
IN HEALTH
AWARDS

Look at our
trustpilot reviews at
uk.trustpilot.com

Mammoth new range of
mattresses now on show.

Determined to go further, Mammoth also put its mattresses through testing
at Northumbria University's Centre for Sleep Research. In clinical trials it
was shown that Mammoth's mattresses helped sleepers fall asleep 29%
quicker, experience a 7% increase in sleep efficiency and report a 21%
increase in sleep enjoyment.

Award wins

Mammoth's unique technologies helped the brand to win a Bright Ideas in
Health award for pressure relief and temperature regulation — awards usually
reserved for teams working within the NHS.

These impressive results are among the reasons why Mammoth has become
the go-to name for elite athletes and professional sports stars — as can be
seen through partnerships with the Rugby Players' Association, British
Athletes Commission and Professional Cricketers’ Association over the years,
as well as relationships with Premier League football teams and Olympians.

Combatting back pain

The unique properties of Mammoth's sleep and comfort technologies have
made it the go-to mattress range for health professionals. By improving
pressure relief, enhancing postural support and increasing circulation,
physiotherapists in particular love the positive patient outcomes offered by
Mammoth. With over 50% of adults now estimated to suffer from back pain
in their lives, it's never been more important to invest in the very best sleep
surface to ease pain and discomfort.

Want to make a healthy choice and upgrade
the quality of your sleep? Try the Mammoth
Bed Test Centre at The Bed Factory now.

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL
139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX

01926 422404

sales@thebedfactory.co.uk
and www.thebedfactory.co.uk

Trustpilot * * * * x
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A TRUST which runs three
schools in Rugby has pub-
lished its annual report.

The Transforming Lives Edu-
cational Trust (TLET), which runs
Ashlawn, Henry Hinde and Houlton
schools, has released its Impact
Report 2025.

Highlights include Ashlawn School
being rated ‘good’ across every
Ofsted inspection area in June.

Ashlawn was also in the top 10
‘Warwickshire Schools for GCSE
results, with a school-record
number of students securing their
first-choice university following
their sixth-form studies.

There was a 14 per cent increase
in early years pupils achieving ‘good
levels of development’ in the past
two years, and combined Key Stage
2 outcomes were up 11 percentage
points, in comparison with the pre-
vious year.

The trust saw an increase in
teacher retention with staff sickness
absence rates also lower than the
national average.

In 2025, the trust also announced
plans to add a primary offer and a
sixth form at Houlton School, and is
currently consulting with the com-
munity to bring Henry Hinde Infant
and junior schools together onto
one site.

Chair of trustees Guy French

said: “As we reflect on the past 12
months there is much to be proud of
— all of our schools are developing,
performance data has strengthened
and we have celebrated incredible
praise from Ofsted.

“However, what truly stands out
to me within the report is that we
have progressed as a community,
and we are seeing the benefits of
being part of our family of schools
becoming ever more tangible and
real.

“TLET’s trustees and leaders are
accountable for ensuring that we
are delivering on our ambitions
for our communities. This report
shows that we are doing all that we
can to achieve that.

“At every level, we are growing
and strengthening our offer for the
communities that we serve. Looking
forward to the year ahead, we’ll be
continuing to enhance the strength
and expertise we can offer as a
trust.”

Trust CEO Helen Stevenson
added: “Behind the data and sta-
tistics, there are dedicated staff
delivering inspiring curriculums
and enrichment opportunities that
have opened up new worlds for our
young people.

“We remain committed to doing
all we can to support our students
and staff to flourish, it is our role
as a trust to put the foundations in
place to make that happen.”

Visit www.tlet.org.uk/about-us/
our-impact to read the report.

*

Henry Hinde pupils at play.s

CAKE DELIVERY: Pharm-
acists in Rugby were pre-
scribed treats by a care home
for national pharmacists day.

Staff and residents at
Overslade House honoured
their local health service by
delivering home-baked cakes
prepared by the home’s head
chef Corey Leake, to thank
staff for their selfless serv-
ice in helping residents’ with
their health and wellbeing.

Clinical lead Glory
Rajamani and activities coor-
dinator Martin Higgs visited
local pharmacies to deliver
the cakes.

National pharmacists day is on

Overslade House activities coordinator
Martin Higgs presents cakes to staff at
the Hospital of St Cross pharmacy.

January 12 every year to recog-
nise the role played by pharma-
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cists in society to better our
lives and health.

Genoveva Tamasi, act-
ing general manager at the
home, said: “Our local phar-
macies are invaluable to our
home and residents, with their
expertise and knowledge so
we wanted to take the oppor-
tunity to let them know just
how much we appreciate all
that they do for us.”

Overslade House resident
John added: “I feel secure
knowing my health and well-
being needs are taken care
of by Overslade House and
our pharmacies, and | can’t
thank them enough.”

10 YEARS
WARRANTY
ON
SHUTTER
BLINDS

Available in beautiful and stylish Hard Wood and Faux Wood

WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE-FOR-LIKE QUOTE
21 Brixham Drive, Coventry, CV2 3LA

info@brixham-blinds.co.uk

Contact us today for a FRE

FIPRTRRPRERRRY 1

BRIXHAM

S

Residential and Commercial

Brixham blinds are a well-established blinds l

LT PR

company offering to trade and consumer.
With a great range of quality bespoke and
made to measure blinds by an established
blind company you can trust.

Whether you're thinking of vertical blinds,

roller blinds, venetian blinds or roman blinds,
shutter blinds, all of our blinds come with

no-obligation quotation

02476 666686

child safety regulations and fittings to make
sure your home is safe.
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Young leaders recognised

G gy A1

Freom left: Gabrlel Soloman (under-sheriff), Max Allen (young high sheriff), High Sheriff of Warwickshire Karen Lynch MBE and

Kaiya Grossett (under-sheriff). s

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

PROUD students at a Rugby
secondary school have taken
on community leadership
roles.

Students from Ashlawn School
took part in the Rugby Young
High Sheriff programme, an ini-
tiative led by the High Sheriff of
‘Warwickshire.

The project invited them to
explore issues affecting their com-
munity, giving them a platform to
share their views and help influ-
ence change.

Using a series of interactive

workshops, students developed
ideas and action plans designed to
make a positive impact in Rugby
and beyond.

The programme culminated in a
Young High Sheriff Winners Event
at the school, attended by High
Sheriff of Warwickshire Karen
Lynch MBE; Rugby mayor Barbara
Brown; and other local dignitaries.

Max Allen was named young
high sheriff, with Kaiya Grossett
and Gabriel Soloman appointed
as under-sheriffs — a tradition that
celebrates leadership, responsibil-
ity, and community spirit among
young people.

The newly appointed student
leaders will act as ambassadors for

Rugby’s young people, represent-
ing their peers at events and pro-
moting positive engagement in the
school and community this year.

Paul Brockwell, executive prin-
cipal at Ashlawn School, said: “We
are incredibly proud of Max, Kaiya
and Gabriel for embracing this
opportunity with such enthusiasm.

“The Young High Sheriff pro-
gramme encourages students to
think critically about real-world
issues and empowers them to lead
change.

“Their appointment reflects their
commitment to making a differ-
ence — both within Ashlawn and
across our wider community.

The Young High Sheriff initiative

reimagines an historic civic role,
focusing on areas such as crime
prevention, community impact,
and youth leadership.

It aims to provide students with
opportunities to develop confi-
dence, teamwork and a sense of
civic duty.

Mr Brockwell added: “We’re pas-
sionate about developing confident
young people who understand
their ability to influence the world
around them.

“This initiative perfectly captures
that spirit. We're thrilled to see
Ashlawn students leading with such
maturity and we look forward to
seeing the positive impact they will
continue to make.”
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Help with
winter bills

WINTER support services are on
offer to Rugby residents.

Seasonal services from Rugby
Borough Council and its partners
have been made available in one
location on the council website.

Eligible residents can get reduc-
tions on water bills from Severn
Trent Water, and support with ener-
gy debts and repairing broken boil-
ers and heating systems, from Act
On Energy.

The Warm Home Discount
Scheme is offering a £150 discount
on electricity bills which is usually
applied automatically.

Residents who are struggling with
living expenses can get support
with payments such as attendance
and carer’s allowances and pension
credit.

Support is also available for peo-
ple and families who need help
accessing food, including from serv-
ices such as the Rugby Foodbank
and free school meals for children.

Warm hubs across Rugby are
open every day of the week and
provide hot drinks, wifi and the
chance to connect with others.

Councillor  Claire  Edwards,
spokesperson for communities,
homes, regulation and safety, said:
“We encourage all residents to
check whether they are eligible for
the winter support services avail-
able. We are here to help ease
the financial pressures that come
with winter months, ensuring that all
Rugby residents can get the sup-
port they need.”

People can go to www.rugby.gov.
uk/wintersupport or visit the town
hall and speak with an adviser for
more information.

OUR BIG SALE
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they
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don't have enough stock left to service them.

BRAND NAME CARPETS
AT LOW LOW PRICES

SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE

Therefore, we are buylng those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on to YOU.

From quality Axminster to budget cord
We are recommended for our low prices, quality service and extensive range
throughout the Midlands. There are no R. R. prices on carpets so if others
50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal hi

OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 SEY
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Pnces ALWAYS
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CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985

[www.salecarpet.uk |
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Plan to turn
historic
Coughton

Court into a
community hub

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

COUGHTON Court is looking
to become the heart of the
community as a new chapter
begins in its long history.

The Throckmorton family have
unveiled a new vision for the coun-
try estate near Alcester, ahead of
resuming its day-to-day running this
year following a period of National
Trust stewardship.

Magnus and Imogen Birch
Throckmorton — descendants of
Sir Robert Throckmorton, who built
the house in 1409 — have ambitious
plans.

The young couple, who already

call Coughton Court home, with
their children Isabella and Hector
— and manage the estate’s gardens —
will be resuming the running of the
house and estate in February, tak-
ing over from the National Trust.

The couple want to showcase the
estate’s heritage while also making
it a hub of the community.

At the heart of the plans, the
stableyard will be home to a new
cafe, serving freshly grown and
local produce; an independent shop
showcasing local products; and an
exhibition space for hosting events,
workshops and school visits. A new
children’s play area will also be
installed.

A programme of events will also
be announced, including seasonal
favourites such as easter egg hunts

Yai

and Halloween pumpkin races,
along with pizza evenings and
“foodie feasts”.

Keen to support local creatives
and businesses, Coughton Court
will also host a programme of work-
shops and classes led by groups and
artists and including indoor and
outdoor activities.

‘Workshops

From yoga in the orchard and
painting workshops to supper
clubs, the Throckmorton family are
keen to strengthen the estate’s ties
to the local community.

Magnus said: “As a young family,
we're looking forward to bringing a
fresh perspective to the day-to-day
running of Coughton Court that

celebrates the property’s unique
characteristics.

Our hope is to establish Coughton
as a community hub - a destination
that not only draws visitors from
far and wide to soak up its incred-
ible history but is also a welcoming
space for locals to enjoy a coffee
and connect with friends.”

Imogen added: “Historic stately
homes like Coughton were once the
beating heart of village life. We're
excited to restore this by support-
ing and partnering with local busi-
nesses, community groups and the
wider community to explore fresh
ideas, events, experiences and col-
laborations that breathe new life
into the estate.”

Coughton Court has been the
Throckmorton family home for

The Observer, Friday January 16, 2026

more than 600 years. In 1946, the
estate was gifted to the National
Trust and, since then, the family
has held a 300-year residency and
management lease. That allows the
family to live at the property and
manage it as a visitor attraction.

In 2005, a 15-year management
agreement was put in place and the
National Trust took on operational
running of the property. That agree-
ment was extended on a rolling,
yearly basis to provide more time to
work through future arrangements
as well as accommodating a pause
during the coronavirus pandemic.

While the Throckmorton fam-
ily will be resuming the day-to-day
management, the National Trust
will continue to care for and pre-
serve the property.

20% Off January Sale NOW ON!

Coveniry and Warwickshire’s Largest Bathroom and
Kitchen Showroom with 3-floors hosting over 300 displays

You name it we do it. Design. Supply. Fit.
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ACi’ry Bathrooms

Kitchens & Bedrooms
Est over 38 years

City Bathrooms & Kitchens

024 7636 5877 | citybaths@gmail.com

www.city-bathrooms.com
158 Longford Road, Coventry, CV6 6DR
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= LED Mirror with any fully’|
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BATH OUT, SHOWER IN
NOW ONLY £3,999

Bring in your
measurements or
pictures for a Free
and Instant quote

Why Choose City?
| Over 38 Years of trusted installations

& Family-run, local business

Family-
run for

over 38
years

¥ 1200+ 5 % Google & Checkatrade Reviews

¥ Complete service from design to installation

¥ 3 Floor Showroom, Open 7 days a week
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Loughborough Town Hall - Jan 31 - 01509 231914

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre - 4 Feb - 01902 4292 12
Cheltenham Town Hall - Feb 13 - 01242 528764

The Assembly Leamington Spa - March 6 - Imsworldwide.org/events
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Roadside checks carried out during Op Limit.

Arrests follow crackdown

MORE THAN 300 arrests were made in
the West Midlands during a Christmas
crackdown on road safety and drink
and drug driving - a 15 per cent rise
on the previous year.

During December, West Midlands
Police carried out a number of opera-
tions including roadside checks, Multi
Agency Road Safety Ops (Marso’s)
and acted on information on those
suspected of driving under the influ-
ence as part of Op Limit.

The force said 314 people were
arrested for drink or drug driving
offences across the West Midlands
including professional drivers, deliv-
ery drivers, community care workers
and mechanics.

Supt Jack Hadley, Head of Roads
Policing Unit, said: “There is no
excuse to ever get behind the wheel
while under the influence of alcohol

r drugs.

“The devastating impact on other
drivers, pedestrians and the life
changing consequences should be a

strong enough reason to not drive
under the influence.

“Unfortunately, these figures show
that people are still willing to get
behind the wheel and put other peo-
ple’s lives at risk. This is why these
operations are so important.

“This may have been our festive
campaign but it’s important to stress
we're carrying out activity day in, day
out, to keep the West Midlands roads
safe. But we can’t do this alone.

“If you suspect someone of driv-
ing under the influence of drink or
drugs. Report them. You can do this
anonymously and it could end up sav-

lives.

“With the announcement of the
new Road Safety Strategy, we want
to reinforce our commitment to road
safety.

“We will continue to work with our
communities and partners, including
local councils, charities and transport
for West Midlands to create safer
roads for everyone.”
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Funding shortage
threat to officers

‘WEST MIDLANDS Police could lose
up to 80 police officers in the com-
ing year - according to the Police
and Crime Commissioner.

This comes after the government
announced a funding shortfall total-
ling $41million to policing in the
region.

The PCC, Simon Foster, says
he is ‘deeply concerned and frus-
trated’ by the news, which could
partly undo recent progress made
in recruiting additional police offic-
ers after years of austerity.

Mr Foster was aware of a $27mil-
lion gap in the finances and had
worked with the force to earmark
savings in 2026/27, but before
Christmas the problem worsened
when he was told there is likely to
be a §41million black hole instead.

Finance Chiefs at the force and
the Commissioner’s office are now
working to balance the books, but
Mr Foster is concerned the adverse
funding news could mean the
number of neighbourhood police
officers on the beat has to reduce.

The Commissioner is already ask-
ing the public if it is prepared
to pay an extra £15 per year in
council tax, on an average band
D property, to cover some of the
shortfall

In addition, the force thinks it
can use around £5.5million from
its reserves, which are usually held
back for a rainy day, and make
savings and efficiencies of around
£12million.

It is thought this will not cover

PCC Simon Foster is demanding West Midlands Police is fund-
ed more fairly amid a funding shortfall of up to £41million.

the full funding gap.

Mr Foster said: “I am deeply con-
cerned and frustrated by this news
from government. It is completely
unacceptable to the people of the
West Midlands.

“I have spent years campaign-
ing, acting and working to rebuild
neighbourhood policing and just
as we were starting to see extra
officers recruited we get this awful
news, which could see up to 80
officers taken away again.

“This will be a real body blow to
communities who tell me they so

desperately need more police out
on the streets to prevent and tackle
crime and keep people, families,
businesses and communities safe
and secure.

“I am writing to the government,
calling on Ministers to work with
us to find the much-needed funding
that will fix this problem.”

Before the news broke, West
Midlands Police was projected tc
have 520 fewer police officers, by
April 2026, than in 2010. This fund-
ing announcement could see that
number climb to 600.

“~ pound for £ the
are the best!

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&Y

5> GABLE REGYCLING LTD

Batteries and Gahles

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV378AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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= en ** NOW AVAILABLE **
ﬁ“’e vour BUY NOW PAY LATER
Upgrade your kitchen with flexible payments.
sn “ E Just a 10% deposit - nothing more to pay until 2027.
a re CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS

Joe’s Doors & Overlays 1=l

At Joe's Doors, we specialise in transforming
kitchens without the disruption, stress, or sky-
high cost of a full renovation. By replacing your
existing doors, panels, and trims, we give your
kitchen a stunning new look that feels like a
complete miracle. Most transformations are
completed in just two days, and there’s no need
to empty your cupboards.

* No mess, no fuss - just beautiful results
* Most fitted in as little as two days seamlessly over your existing
* Wide range of designs to suit any style surfaces, delivering a luxury
* Custom-made to fit your existing units firiahs

* Quality materials, expert workmanship Whyehoose Quartzize?
Whether you're going for a fresh, contemporary * Timeless and elegant design
vibe or something timeless and traditional, we have ~ * Non-porous and hygu‘amc‘
hundreds of options to help you. * Incredibly easy to maintain

We're here to help you create a space

Complete your transformation with a Quartzize 5
you'll love — with a more wow factor.

natural stone overlay — the smart, stylish way
to update your worktops without the hassle of Book your completely free, no-obligation
removing them. These elegant stone overlays fit consultation with Joe’s Doors today.

+/ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢/ FITTED INA DAY ORTWO ¢ MAD| MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Why replace your worktops when this unique
quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:
* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

« Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

[ i iégwm‘z‘
M B 1.:".":!?'!.’

-I We'll pop along and take 2 Choose from our range of 3 Our fitters will come back and
some measurements... doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

“Subject to status: Terms and canditions apply.

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS TEE SR

FREE QUOTE

02476 101914 - 01926 800726 - 01788 422326 = FULLY FITTED

joesdoors.co.uk NATIONWIDE

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience. Family-run business.
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Joining up to offer help

TWO staff networks from West
Midlands Ambulance Service
have come together to organise
a donation of essential supplies
for people in Jamaica after the
devastating hurricane Melissa in
October.

The ONE Network and the
‘Women'’s Network have been
working together since the
hurricane struck at the end of
October, to appeal to staff and
volunteers at WMAS for dona-
tions to support affected commu-
nities in Jamaica.

Staff and volunteers from
across the Trust responded to
their appeal with generosity by
donating essential hygiene and
comfort items.

In just a few weeks, a total
of 455 items, such as sanitary
towels, nappies, baby milk, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, body wash,
deodorant, paracetamol, ibupro-
fen and plasters were received.

Last month, the donations were
delivered by The ONE Network
Co-chairs Keeling Hutton and
Mohammed Azim to Beverley
Johnson at JLB International
Shipping. Beverley will be add-
ing the donations to her com-
pany’s 8th Humanitarian Relief
Container ready for shipping
to Food for the Poor (Jamaica)
Charity.

Keeling Hutton said: “We would like to thank
Beverly at JLB International Shipping for her con-
tinued humanitarian work and support in making

this possible.

“On behalf of the ONE Network, I'd like to
sincerely thank everyone who contributed. Your
compassion, solidarity, and willingness to help will

make a real difference.”

Joanne Caines, the Women'’s Network Vice-chair

£

added: “It has been truly heartwarming to see just
how many donations have come in — most espe-
cially as many of our colleagues have family and
friends living in Jamaica who have been directly
affected by Hurricane Melissa.

“I echo Keeling’s words and wish to send a very
big thank you for everyone who has supported this
much needed cause.”

Staff delivered the supplies. s
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Big chance
for smaller
fundraisers

APPLICATIONS are now open for
Small Charity Week, a fundrais-
ing campaign created by Big Give,
Global’'s Make Some Noise, and
NCVO.

Following the success of the inaugu-
ral 2025 campaign, Small Charity Week
will expand in 2026, aiming to support
more small charities than before.

The match funding pot will help par-
ticipating charities maximise donations,
providing unrestricted income at a time
when many small organisations are fac-
ing rising costs, increasing demand for
services, and an increasingly competi-
tive fundraising environment.

The Small Charity Week 2026 match
funding campaign will run from June
22 to June 29.

Thanks to match funding provided
by a growing network of Champion
funders, public donations made during
the campaign will be doubled.

Players of People’s Postcode Lottery
will once again join the campaign as a
headline champion, doubling donations
throughout the week, with conversa-
tions ongoing with additional funders
set to further expand the available
match funding pot for participating
charities.

Suzanne Ryder Richardson, Director
of Global Goodness, CEO of Global’s
Make Some Noise, said: “Small Charity

Week shows the incredible impact that
match funding and national visibility
can have for small charities.

“Last year, so many organisations
saw new supporters, increased dona-
tions, and greater confidence in digital
fundraising.

“So many more charities need our
support, and Small Charity Week offers
a powerful opportunity to boost income
and strengthen long-term sustainabil-
ity.

“We re thrilled to continue partner-
ing with Big Give, NCVO, players of
People’s Postcode Lottely and more
generous funders to support them.”

Kate Lee OBE, Chief Executive of
NCVO, said: “Small charities play a vital
role in our communities, and while they
may be small, the impact of their work
is anything but.

“We're delighted that the 2026 match
funding campaign will benefit even
more charities, including UK-based
charities working internationally, rec-
ognising the important contribution
many small organisations make over-
seas.”

Applications for Small Charity Week
2026 are open now and will close at
5pm on February 11 2026.

Visit biggive.org/small-charity-week/
for more information.

launch ‘Seasons’ —

As winter’s chill begins to settle across our
three counties, there’s a certain kind of beauty
that only this time of year brings.

\ This, then, feels like the perfect moment to

bnghtness of summer and the

richness of autumn —

our brand-new glossy
magazine, created to celebrate the people,
places, and stories that make Worcestershire,
Warwickshire and the West Midlands such a
wonderful part of the world
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Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply
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For even more detalls call 01926 17118 or 0121 270 2295

‘Seasons’ magazine is brought to you by your local ‘Observer’ Newspaper team

highlighting the very best of
local life, from independent
shops and community ventures
to countryside walks, home
inspiration, and hidden gems
worth discovering.

Our first Winter edition is all
about warmth — in every sense
of the word. You’'ll find
features that reflect the spirit
of the season: comforting food,
inspiring people, caring places,
and ways to make the cold
months glow with local charm.

This magazine is for you — our
readers, neighbours and local
businesses — and we can’t wait
to share the year ahead with
you, one beautiful season at a
time.
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Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Free Private Anthues &
Jewellery Valuations

We offer a FREE, no obligation, home valuation service, where one of
our valuers can come to your home and value your items

This service is perfect for those who:

Have a lot of items they’d like valuing

Would prefer a more private valuation of their items

Have large items they can’t get to one of our valuation events

Can’t get to one of our valuation events

We can give valuations of Silver, Gold, Jewellery, Watches, Pictures,
Furniture, Antiques, and Collectables

For more information and to arrange a visit, contact:

T: Hansons Warwickshire 07470 459309
E: clivejones@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk =&
Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derbyshlre DE65 6LS
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Alcohol support
is there for all

SUPPORT is available for anyone in Warwickshire
with alcohol addiction.

Ja.nuary is a time when many people cut back
on drinking, but for those struggling with alcohol
it also provides an opportunity to seek help.

Alcohol Change highlight there are an estimat-
ed 600,000 dependent drinkers in England alone,
people who are in a relationship with alcohol that
is bringing them and their families ill-health, con-
flict and pain. Four in five of them are receiving
no treatment.

Drinking in excess can lead to serious
health, social and financial consequences, and
‘Warwickshire County Council wants residents to
know that free, confidential support is available
locally through Change Grow Live.

CGL, commissioned by WCC, offers a compre-
hensive range of services for adults and young
people affected by alcohol misuse.

These include free and confidential assess-
ments, structured treatment plans and psychoso-
cial support, detox and rehabilitation pathways
and specialist services for young people and
families.

Anyone can access these services at hubs in
Leamington and Rugby, or online. WCC also pro-
vides practical advice for reducing alcohol intake,
such as pacing drinks, keeping a diary, and sched-
uling alcohol-free days. For those looking to start
the conversation around reducing alcohol intake,
the Alcohol Change UK Try Dry app is recom-
mended for goal setting and tracking progress.

WCC'’s health spokesperson Coun Anne Marie
Sonko said: “January offers reflection on all
aspects of our lives, if this reflection is around
alcohol intake, don’t worry, you can get help if
it is impacting on your health and wellbeing. We
know that family and friends may be concerned
too. Our commissioned service, Change Grow
Live, offers free, practical, and confidential drug
and alcohol advice alongside ongoing support.”

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/drugs for more
information.

RESIDENTS are being
encouraged to explore a
wide range of health pre-
vention support available
on Warwickshire County
Council’s Living Well web-
pages.

From healthy ageing to com-
munity support, this free online
resource is designed to help
individuals and families to live
well and stay well.

Physical activity is key to
maintaining good health, and
the webpages provide vital
guidance about staying fit. This
includes recommended exercis-
es to improve core strength and
flexibility that is suitable for
all ages. Whether just starting
out or looking to stay active,
residents can discover warm-up
videos and light workouts, plus
tips and locations for emoyable
walks across Warwickshire.

Maintaining mobility is essen-
tial for independence and con-
fidence, and the Living Well
webpages share guidance about
how to choose supportive foot-
wear, as well as using assistive
technology like AskSARA to
help prevent falls at home.

Healthy eating goes hand-in-
hand with physical activity, and
the Living Well webpages also
offer practical advice about
nutrition and age-appropriate
eating habits. Residents can
learn more about hydration
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More are urged to take
a healthier approac

and how to incorporate more
water into a diet, as well as how
nutritional needs change with
activity levels and age.

Social connections can also
play a crucial role in wellbe-
ing. Advice is available to help
about how to stay in touch
with friends and family using
technology, join a local com-
munity or voluntary group, and
build meaningful relationships.
For those experiencing loneli-
ness or social isolation, the
webpages offer helpful articles

and resources to promote con-
nections and improve mental
health.

WCC health spokeswom-
an CounAnne-Marie Sonko
said: “Prevention is at the
heart of our approach to health
and social care support in
‘Warwickshire, and we want all
residents to know that help is
available.

“Whether you’re looking to
stay active, connect with oth-
ers, or find financial or emo-
tional support, the Living Well

webpages provide free advice
and guidance to help every-
one enjoy happier, healthier,
and more independent lives. 1
encourage everyone to explore
these webpages and see how
the free advice and guidance
available can benefit them.”

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.
uk/livingwell to discover the
full range of support available.

For more tips on healthy age-
ing, visit www.warwickshire.
gov.uk/healthy-ageing

just(go!holidays

ABBA VOYAGE
LIVE IN LONDON
Departing Sun 19 Apr ‘26

icons appear on stage as digital avatars brought to life.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

(dancefloor, standing)
¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

for £45pp

P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG
- Book by 30 Jan 2026

2 Days by Coach only £249

Single Supplement £60

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

By Coach from Coventry, Rugby

Have you always wanted to experience the magic of an ABBA concert?
Well now is your chance to say Thank You for the Music! Join us at the
ABBA Arena for the incredible ABBA Voyage; where the global pop

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast
¢ Ticket to ABBA Voyage at the ABBA Arena with coach transfers

Upgrade to a seated ticket in Block F or K for £25pp or Block G orJ

Trustpilot

EASTBOURNE - THE SUNSHINE
COAST & BLUEBELL RAILWAY
Departing Sun 19 Apr ‘26

Discover East Sussex from elegant Eastbourne, the UK’s
sunshine capital. Ride the nostalgic Bluebell Railway, explore
Sheffield Park Gardens, enjoy time in Lewes and opt to visit

the historic gems of Rye and Hastings. Coast, castles and cream

teas await!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry
¢ 4 nights at the New Wilmington Hotel, Eastbourne (JG2+ rating)

¢/ Entertainment some evenings

¢/ Heritage train journey on the Bluebell Railway

v/ Excursions to Lewes & Sheffield Park Gardens
Optional excursion to Rye & Hastings (£15pp)
P SAVE £40 - Quote OSG

- Book by 30 Jan 2026

5 Days by Coach only £399

Single Supplement £80

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

n justgohols

Reader Travel

WICKED THE MUSICAL

EVENING SHOW & LONDON

Departing Sat 16 May ‘26, Sat 17 Oct ‘26,

Sat 14 Nov ‘26, Sat 21 Nov ‘26, Sat 5 Dec ‘26
Wicked is the sensational musical that hits stages like a twister
with its electrifying score, stunning sets and a story that turns Oz

on its head. Full of memorable songs such as No Good Deed and
Defying Gravity, this is guaranteed to leave you spellbound!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

' Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London (JG3 or JG4
rating) with full English breakfast

v/ Stalls or Dress Circle ticket (evening performance)

P SAVE £20 - Quote OSG
- Book by 30 Jan 2026

2 Days by Coach only £189

Single Supplement £45 ,*‘.h':‘u'i:.’.'.
= m\‘:
T (u?'
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Chance to share views
on funding of police

POLICE and Crime
Commissionerfor Warwickshire
Philip Seccombe is inviting res-
idents to share their views on
how policing should be funded,
following the Government’s
publication of its provisional
police funding settlement.

Mr Seccombe said the
Government’s  announcement
included only basic headline fig-
ures and provided little detail
about how individual grants would
be allocated.

He added this made financial
planning difficult, though the fig-
ures indicated a modest increase
for Warwickshire. Under the
Government’s approach, around
two thirds of the overall budget
increase is expected to come from
local taxpayers, with the remain-
der provided through national
funding.

This he said presupposed all
PCCs would apply the maximum
increase to the police element of
Council Tax. This has been set
at §15 for an average Band D
household by the Government,
with those in higher bands paying
proportionately more and those in
lower bands paying less.

Without this full increase, Mr
Seccombe said the ability to deliv-
er and sustain improvements to
‘Warwickshire Police would be sig-
nificantly reduced.

And he added not taking the
maximum rise would also have

a compounding effect in future
years, reducing financial resil-
ience and placing greater pressure
on stretched budgets.

Mr Seccommbe said the pro-
posed budget would include aim-
ing to improve response times,
strengthen investigations and
criminal justice outcomes, and
maintain improvements in call
handling and visible patrols.

Other improvements the budg-
et will look to support include
expanding incident response
capacity and matching resources
to demand, protecting neighbour-
hood policing teams and vis-
ible patrols, improving specialist

investigations and replacing the
crime and investigation manage-
ment system, investing in training
facilities, vehicles, modern equip-
ment and essential digital tools,
keeping buildings, equipment and
IT reliable and secure and deliver-
ing more than $2million in effi-
ciency savings to protect frontline
policing.

Mr Seccombe said: “I recog-
nise the pressures on household
budgets and would always prefer
to see a greater share of policing
funded nationally. In the absence
of this, I have little choice but to
ask local taxpayers to contribute
more so that the Chief Constable

Police

and Crime
Commissioner
Philip
Seccombe

is inviting
residents to
share their
views on how
Warwickshire
Police should
be funded.

has the resources needed to keep
‘Warwickshire safe.

“My role is to set a balanced
and responsible budget and,
while we await further detail from
Government which could change
the picture, it is likely that I will
need to propose the maximum
precept increase. I am keen to
hear residents’ views before final-
ising these plans.”

The budget for 2026/27 will
be presented to the Warwickshire
Police and Crime Panel on
February 2.

Visit https:/forms.office.com/e/
vwDYS61NZs to complete the
online survey.
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PCC: More to be
done on safety

THERE is still further to go when it comes to
road safety measures, says Warwickshire’s
police and crime commissioner.

Philip Seccombe has welcomed the
Government’s long-awaited Road Safety
Strategy, but believes more could have
been included, notably stronger measures
to protect young drivers and save lives by
introducing Progressive Driving Licences.

The strategy sets out plans to tackle
the devastating impact of collisions on
UK roads by focusing on people, vehicles,
roads, and enforcement.

Headline proposals within the strategy
include new powers to suspend driving
licences for those suspected of drink or
drug driving offences, consultation on man-
datory eye tests for drivers over the age of
70, lowering the drink drive limit, particu-
larly for younger drivers, and consultation
on introducing a three or six month mini-
mum learning period for learner drivers.

But Mr Seccombe feels that the strat-
egy should go further if it hopes to meet
the Government’s own aim of reducing
the number of deaths and serious injuries
on the country’s roads by 65 per cent by
2035.

He said: “I am pleased to see that this
Government has finally published its strat-
egy and provided the public with a com-
mitment to reducing deaths and serious
injuries on our roads.

“However, I believe that the Government
can, and must, go further to protect some
of the most vulnerable people on our
roads - young and newly qualified drivers.
I know the lack of commitment to imple-
menting Progressive Driving Licences for
young drivers will come as a significant
disappointment to the bereaved families
who have long been campaigning for such
measures to come into place and protect
future young drivers.”

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

CARE HOME
GROUP

carehome.co.uk

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with
lots to think about.

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby

07802 728443

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

Registered charity number 1012788

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk
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Advice to make sure
you are staying warm

AS THE cold weather continues
hot water bottle users are being
warned of the dangers of serious
burns and scalds.

The Royal Society for the Prevention of
Accident (RoSPA) has issued advice on
how to stay safe and warm.

Data from the Children’s Burns Trust
showed that burn injuries from hot water
bottles rose 11 per cent in 2024 compared
to 2023, with nearly 1,000 cases in 2024
- the highest annual total in more than 20
years.

Injuries have doubled since 2019, show-
ing a sustained five-year increase.

Adrian Simpson, RoSPA’s head of pol-
icy and chair of the Hot Water Bottles
and Microwaveable Personal Warmers
Committee, said: “These items can still
pose risks - especially older ones - so we
urge the public to follow simple safety
steps to stay warm without injury.

“We will also consider this issue in
future engagement with policymakers and
standards bodies.”

RoSPA has offered advice to people
when using hot water bottles.

To start with, people should identify the
age of the hot water bottle as most have
a date wheel - a small circular mark that
resembles a daisy - usually stamped near
the neck. This indicates the month and
year of manufacture.

As hot water bottles age, the materials
can degrade, increasing the risk of split-
ting or leaking, so it is important to check
and replace older bottles regularly.

People should also check for damage
before each use - inspect hot water bottle

or warmer for cracks, splits or signs of
wear. If in doubt, replace it.

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions -
Always read and follow the safety instruc-
tions provided with the product.

Don’t overfill hot water bottles. They
should only be filled to a maximum of
two-thirds capacity using hot (not boiling)
water to reduce the risk of bursting.

Use a cover - always use a fabric cover
or wrap the bottle in a towel to prevent
direct contact with skin.

Avoid sitting or lying on them as pres-
sure can cause the bottle to burst or leak.

‘When using microwaveable warmers,
only heat for the recommended time and
never reheat before the item has fully
cooled.
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Make resolutions
that count in 2026

WITH 2026 now in full swing, Severn Trent is
encouraging customers to make resolutions
that will not just make life better for customers
but also keep pipes flowing freely.

The water company is providing helpful tips
which can help this resolution stick. By chang-
ing a few everyday habits, people can protect
the home from costly blockages and help save
water too.

Here are the top tips for resolutions that really
count -

1. ‘Remember the 3Ps’ - Only flush pee, poo
and (toilet) paper — nothing else. Wipes, cotton
buds, and sanitary products belong in the bin.

2. ‘Be a binner, not a blocker’ - Scrape lefto-
ver fats and oils into a container and pop them
in the bin — not down the sink. Use kitchen roll
to soak up grease from pans before washing

up.

3. Bin the Wipes - Even ‘flushable’ wipes do
not break down like toilet paper. Keep a bath-
room bin handy and toss them there instead.

4. Make Water-Saving Resolutions - Turn off
the tap while brushing your teeth — it can save
up to six litres a minute

5. Fix dripping taps — One drip per second
can waste more than 5,000 litres a year.

Grant Mitchell, blockages lead at Severn
Trent, said: “The new year is the perfect time to
refresh and rethink some habits.

“Simple changes like scraping leftover grease
into the bin, collecting cooking oils in a contain-
er, and binning wipes instead of flushing them
can make a huge difference.

“And, while you’re at it, why not add a water-
saving resolution too?

“Turning off the tap while brushing your teeth
gr fixing that dripping tap can save litres every

ay.

“These small steps help protect your home
and the environment, so let's make 2026 the
year of good habits.”

LOOKING FOR A
GOOD WOMAN
TO MARRY

BETWEEN AGE OF 40 to 87

Seeking nice woman between 40 to 87 with
view to marriage. Only sincere persons.

Please email me:

—peterdavis1996firm@engineer.com

Special Family
Announcements

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory
Announcements can all be placed in your Observer to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688 or email details to

us (including photograph if desired) with your telephone

contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost
reception@bullivantmedia.com

(inc: Vat)

Prices start from just
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GODIVA CARPETS ARE OFFERING |

e

( ,

i

THESE SAVINGS ARE JUST TOO GOOD TO MISS!!
- SAVE ££f's and £££'s and £££'s

S EXTRA 10% OFF ALL STOCK o OVER 300 ROLLS IN STOCK
~ Fantastic and huge range of beautiful Carpets and Flooring to
- choosefrom, and at prices to suit every budget
: ' OPENING HOURS ARE

o

"~ GODIVA C

Argyle House,
Collingwood Road, Earlsdon,
Coventry CV5 6HW

HEARSAL
COMMON

ROV

OPENNG IMES: 9AM - 5.30 PM MONDAY TO SATUIJ ON SUNDAYS.
GODIVA CARPET S giwaax
SUNDAY

A family business trading since 1953
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 2 3 4 5 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9. . . . .
7. League (13) 1. Large hill (8)
EASY 8. Awkward (8) 2. Exertion (6)
2 1 3 5. bl 3. Thought (4)
3 512 1 . 4. Believable (8)
1 8 2|5 14 g {6) 5. Wait on (6)
12. Pester (6) 6. Needy (4
98 7 4 y‘(’
14. Partial (6) 11. Wages (8)
411 6 / 13. Building (8)
- 4 91176 16. Exultant (6) : 9
15. Fervent (6)
18. 1 itive (4
114 9 2 ngensitivs (9 17. Charge (6)
20. Point out (8) 19. Crooked (4)
8|7 6/3[4]9 - Crooke
5 8 22. Sin (13) 21. Expires (4)
HARD
9 B 4

514 719

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the

8 7 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
9]3 LIE 3429 gives an animal;
TUNA 58763 gives another animal;
6 4 Melody 1634589 gives a bird.
7 4 1 Prong 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

2 3 6 Alcohol
CODEWORD
Learned
PATH FI N DER Desi This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
esire

with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be @V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each FISH words, complete the puzzle.
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally. A 6 > T H
B
ink singes ¢ T
WEWVEJSTLTUDGIRL :
HETELDE e ETTIES R - F
OKRUELLKEEGHATT vyouhaeto mins to find as many words as possible using G 2 16 117 3 13
APENUFI EMTE OB E H theletters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and ~ H H .
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot AN 11 18 |4 15 |24 |11 [13 [14 |2
g 1 2 : g g :; # E (-; '\L’I $ ; g g use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least J . ..i......
one 9-letter word to be found. K 13 24 12 5 18
A RALABLABIBRTL Y L [
ARALARLADIMNYL]I N o N
RADYMMATSSSUPAI T|A 0 H EdEa
EEMIGTSGOMDOORT I L P P
ASEVGOUIRETORTP A g .. i
NOREUGJSLMIGLEL Y L s — —
THEYOODOUBLEEAS N |V T N
AEONJDIRMEEFTNE v ill
DDTMIASTEVAELOD How you rate W g 7 3 0 5 6 7 g 9 (O (I P
15 words: average 25 words: very good X N
SO|utlonS OppOSIte 20 words:good 30 or more: excellent. Y 14 |5I 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
V4
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS "PIBMY GZ !3IWIOS 7 WIS €7 'SIes] 77

IO L7 'NGGRL £} ‘WRLLION 9, MOYDRY |, U0y 7 ‘umpleg Aajuels £ ‘ssay) 9

1. Seedt @& ‘oyep] ‘o p ‘aljeH € “Aaqqy z Dezjeg ap 10UOH | :NMOQ “uopB3 L€ 'sn) O

5. Bone of the middle ear (5) ‘wnipey 67 ‘MOBIN 87 '2GBZ £ '0oMmis 9 ‘Jleus b ‘inoby 07 ‘2G3H 61 1M 81

8and9.  Swedish chemist, etc, inventor of ‘|nsuo) G| ‘a0koy €1 “yejooT | | ‘edaiy 0} “[2GON 6 ‘Pauyly 8 'SMOU] § ‘Y1eaH | :SSONDY
dynamite and other explosives (6,5)

10.  Tropical Asiatic palm, bearing a pungent, piomssor) abpajmouy [esausn
astringent fruit (5)

1. Fibrous pod of a plant, used as a sponge (6)

13.  Surname of a titled engineer, designer of cars,
aircraft engines, etc. (5)

15.  Agent of a foreign government appointed to
take care of its nationals and commerce (6)

18. A dam across a river (4)

19.  Goddess of youth and spring, daughter of Zeus

310 1T
famy 6| ‘9sndy /| Juapiy G| ‘uondai] €| ‘sbuiuiey || ood 9 ‘puany § ‘2|qipaid ¢
'eap| € ‘U0Y3 7 ‘UIeIUNO} | :umoq ‘uoissaibsuel| 7z ‘a1ealpu| O ‘pieH 8| ‘parej3 9

“tejun 1 ‘abpeg z| ‘aieg | ‘Wie3 6 {pIemolun g {UoNeIAPIJUO) / S0y
piomsso.)

"Peaq 0N W,| '7q e S| po9 09 NOA I3y ‘Uoseay NVIIOIT0d
© 3|\l BAID 1SN[ ‘S|ID) 1SO|| ‘BWil| POOY) [334 ‘3|qNOJL ‘S| 3ALST]

and Hera (4) 1.u0q aseald " £ i i JoUIN
) ; |d ‘Heipog Ajiwe4 ‘poojzepunssij ‘3A07 Inogy yiniL
20. Small, Squth American rodent related to the ay) 'spi1o pidis ‘ap 199 9jA 197 1,u0q ‘apejeussely Apeq ‘pauels
" g;:)lale_;] Ei/gin(g)shell-bearing — fueg a1 199 ‘asnoyuny jlid e I 1SN[ ‘8A07 NI ‘Mauy oYM KIINVITYA
26.  Fine plaster for coating walls, etc. (6) lspuyyied [d3ympiom
27.  Southern African quadruped with striped D=97 =52 's=tT
coat (5) '0=€Z 4= 'X=12 'N=07 \=61 '0=81 d=L1
28. Thecry of a cat (5) “1=91 'I=61 2= 'N=€1 '0=tl 'v=11 'W=01 UsH ‘ysim
29. Radioactive, metallic element discovered in 'H=6 A=8 V=L '7=9 1=6 '8=v 4=€ 'I=T M=1 ‘3SIM ‘3UIM ‘U] ‘auny ‘eun|
1898 by the Curies (6) 10MIPO! 19ppe
30. Term for the outer two layers of skin (5) P Pod PPET
31 andN1a.ﬂv1éh(eSs;)eneofHardysTheReturnofthe 9lzlslsleltlvielz 11z19lz v 18l6lcls
c|L|S]|6|¥[9[8|L]|€E 6(¥|€]|9||S|Z]|8]¢C
DOWN el6lv|elsle]|9lS|t 8lslzlels]6]|9v L
1. French novelist well known'folrhis 6. Game of great antiquity, played by 2 21, Another name for the eye socket (5) S|9|t[c|8|E|6 |V L ¢|9/}+|6[8/V[E|S|L
skl ranmacs Laconale , glsiy;ar;%?se%)glrgyo;wggﬁs(5) 22 The emperors of Russia, until 1917 (5) A% |98 |SIEILI8 4| 8161518 [ELS1L | ¥
2. The - Theatre is a famous playhouse 1924-9 and 19357 (7,7) ' 23. Open fabric used in bookbinding, 8/€ 6|,/ bV|Sc9 vle|§[Z]c|1|8169
in Dublin (5) 12. Prominence given to one syllable of a upholstery, etc. (5) 6(S/2]|€|c|8]|}|9]F S|c|v|8|€|L|L 9|6
3. German town on the river Saale which word (6) ! C 9/6 6
was the birthplace of the composer 14. Lozenge eaten to sweeten the 24.. River of Picardy in northern France, Helelr L|8]§ 9|H|8|Y cls|L|E
Handel (5) breath (6) rising near St. Quentin (5) v|89[L|S[2[2|€|6 €l6/L|LIS|9|v 2|8
4. Robert Burns's “sweet” river (5) 16 and 17. Former chairman of the 25, Final decisi ially of
5. A north-western state of the USA,, Conservative Party and MP for -+ shnakgecision;especially o pleH fise3
capital Boise (5) Chingford (6,6) arbitrators (5) mjopns

Obsérver Observer

It's time 1o

Like, Follow & WHAT’S ON
Subscribe SPORT

Don’t be LEFT BEHIND......

@ CoventryObserver O @CovObserverNews 0 CovObserver
@ LeamingtonObserver o @LeamObs o Leamington.Observer
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PUBLIC NOTICES
[——

Public Notice
Council Tax Premium Changes
Rugby Borough Council

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN under Section | 1B and Section | IC of the
Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended by the Levelling-up and
Regeneration Act 2023) that Rugby Borough Council has resolved to
amend the additional Council Tax charges (premiums) for Long-Term Empty/|
Dwellings and Second Homes within its area.

The purpose of these measures is to encourage owners to bring empty
properties back into use and increase the availability of housing for local
residents.

I. Long-Term Empty Dwellings Premium - Effective | April 2026

The definition of a Long-Term Empty Dwelling is a property that is both
unoccupied and substantially unfurnished.

From | April 2026, the period after which an additional Council Tax
premium applies for an empty dwelling will be reduced from two years to
one year.

The revised premium charges for Long-Term Empty Dwellings will be as
follows (charged as a percentage in addition to the standard Council Tax
bill):

Duration Current Revised Total Council
Unoccupied & |Premium (Pre- |Premium from Tax Bi
Unfurnished Apr 2026) I April 2026
Over | year (and | /00% (Previously : 200% (2x
upto5years) |over 2 years) 100% Premium | Sard charge)
Over 5 years
@ndupto 10 |100% 100% Premium |300% (3x
standard charge)

years)

. 1400% (4x
Over 10 years 100% 100% Premium standard charge)

2. Second Homes Premium - Effective | April 2027

The definition of a Second Home (or 'Dwellings occupied periodically’) is a
property that is substantially furnished but is not the owner's sole or
main residence.

In line with the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023, the Council is

reducing the threshold for applying the Second Home Premium from 2

years to the minimum permissible period of | year, effective from | April
027.

PUBLIC NOTICES
|

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

NORTH STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic. Temporary one-way
traffic flow north bound North Street and road closed to traffic South
bound North Street.

Reason for Order: To safely enable ion of carri to

CORD LANE, EASENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works for meter and chamber rebuild.

Order Commences: 19 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 20 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Rugby Road, Pailton Road, Easenhall Road and
vice versa.

connect gas mains.

Order Commences: 19 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 23 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: Evreux Way, Corporation Street, Warwick
Street, Footpath at Warwick Street Subway, Lawrence Sheriff Street,
Hillmorton Road, Whitehall Road, Clifton Road, Church Street, North
Street and vice versa.

Contractor: CADENT GAS, Tel: 07831 7065 12.

D2154 CORONATION ROAD, CHURCH LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from A428 Coventry
Road to Ling Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works,
08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 17 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 17 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: A428 Coventry Road, Limestone Hall Lane,
Ling Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

D3492 CHURCH WALK, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed in its entirety from its junction with Bilton
Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works, closed 08.00hrs -
16.00 hrs.

Order Commences: 21 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 21 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion. Vehicular access &
egress will be maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only. Access/egress to/from Gable Close
and Pool Close may also be restricted whilst works are in progress.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

€80 BROWNSOVER ROAD, D3120 VALLEY ROAD & D3058

OLD LEICESTER ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic as follows:

Durationasa |GUrrent Revised Total Council
second home remium (Pre- Preml_um from Tax Bill

Apr 2027) 1 April 2027
| year or more |100% 100% Premium :tg:z:rgz’c(harge)

Mandatory Exceptions
Certain classes of properties are legally exempt from the Council Tax
Premiums, and these mandatory exceptions will continue to apply. These
typically include properties:

* Dwellings that are actively being marketed for sale or let;

* Dwellings undergoing major structural repair/renovation;

* Dwellings where occupation is prohibited (such as planning
restriction).

Owners who believe their property qualifies for an exception should
contact the Council's Council Tax department immediately.

Contact and Further Information

For further information regarding these changes, mandatory exceptions,
and how they may affect your Council Tax liability, please visit:

Rugby.gov.uk
Or contact the Council Tax team at: 01788 533533

Issued by: Chief Officer for Finance and Performance of Rugby Borough
Council

Date of Publication: 18/12/2025
PUBLIC NOTICES
—

oad — closed at 0ld Leicester Road/Valley
Drive to entrance to EVRI Depot. Valley Road — closed from
Brownsover Road roundabout to Prospect Park. Old Leicester Road
— closed from Brownsover Road roundabout to Swift Park.
Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing and associated works
phased works weekday nights only, 20.00hrs - 06.00hrs.
Order Commences: 19 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 27 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Vehicular access & egress will be maintained
for HGV's accessing/egressing Cosford Lane and Valley Drive
including EVRI Depot via A426 (No access/egress via B4112 due
to 7.5t weight restricted bridge on Brownsover Road).
Access/egress to/from Old Leicester Road will be via the A426,
Consul Road and Glebe Farm Road only whilst works are in progress.
All other traffic to use signed diversions using the B4112 Newbold
Road, A4071 and A426.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

TEESWATER CLOSE, LONG LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable repair/replacement of defective
manhole frame and covers.

Order Commences: 21 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 21 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No alternative route available.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 298 599.

WELLS STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to repair/replace defective manhole frame
and covers, closed 09.30hrs - 15:30 hrs.

Order Commences: 21 January 2026 for up to 18 months
Anticipated Completion: 21 January 2026

Access & Diversion: Grosvenor Road, Clifton Road, Whitehall Road,
Murray Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918 298 599.

Chevron Traffic Management Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820.
THE LOCKS, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works for joint holes in footway and trenching in
road for cable overlay.

Order Commences: 23 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 30 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 08081 642 252.

RYDAL CLOSE, BROWNSOVER, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to lay duct in carriageway.

Order Commences: 21 January 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 23 January 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Contractor: M J Quinn, Tel: 01543 547 118

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

RD LANE, ENHALL
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable duct laying work.
Order Commences: 6 February 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 11 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Rugby Road, Easenhall Road, Pailton Road,
Cord Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Callan Connect, Tel: 01213 275 167.

€213 RUGBY ROAD, CLIFTON UPON DUNSMORE

Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from Station Road to
Butlers Leap.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works,
09.30hrs - 15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 2 February 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 2 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: Houlton Way, Hillmorton Lane, Lilbourne Road,
Main Street.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

MURRAY ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: For repair/replacement of defective manhole
covers and frame.

Order Commences: 6 February 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 6 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wells Street, Claremont Road, Tom Brown
Street and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389 363.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH FROM HAWLANDS TO GRASMERE CLOSE.
RUGBY

Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to renew approx 220m of water mains
in footpath and verge.

Order Commences: 2 February 2026 for up to 6 months.
Anticipated Completion: 8 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Hawlands, Grasmere Close, Footpath from
Hawlands to Grasmere Close and vice versa.

Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and

egress from properties and land situated adjacent to the length of

road to be closed will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access

will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details

of our current & planned roadworks visit our website
a gov. or call us 01926 412515.

PUBLIC NOTICES
——

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

BLACK HALL LANE FILLONGLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Tamworth Road to Mill Lane.

Reason for Order: To safely enable building repair
works.

Order Commences: 19 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 6 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4098 Tamworth Road, Mill
Lane, Black Hall Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Fillongley Restorations Ltd, Tel: 07865
027 442.

D512 NEWHALL GREEN LANE, FILLONGLEY
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
B4102 Meriden Road to Green End Lane

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works,08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 17 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 17 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Newhall Green Lane, Green
End Road, B4102 Meriden Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

HALL ROAD, WOLVEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to replace existing pole.
Order Commences: 22 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 22 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Hall Road, Church Hill,
Bulkington Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Quantum Traffic Management, Tel: 01724
786 286.

STONELEIGH ROAD, BUBBENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to install boundary box
and meter.

Order Commences: 22 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 23 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Stoneleigh Road, Main Street,
Spring Hill, Ryton Road, Leamington Road, Watery
Lane, Bubbenhall Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

OUSTERNE LANE, FILLONGLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable the repairs and
replacement of a defective manhole frame and
cover at the Coventry Road junction.

Order Commences: 1 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 1 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Meriden Road & Coventry Road.
Contractor: CSP Tel: 07918 389 363.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 15 Jan 2026

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning &
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

Date 15 Jan 2026

Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice. Representors must at the same
time send a copy of their representations to the
applicant at the address given at the top of this

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence | | PUBLIC NOTICES
Network Transport Solutions Limited of|

10, Basset Court, Loake Close, Grange Park,

Northampton NN4 5EZ, is applying to change an KEITH ROBERT STAFFORD
existing licence as follows: To add an operating| (Deceased)

centre to keep 15 goods vehicles and O trailers at| | pysyan o he Tuse Act 1925 any
Tesco Daventry Clothing Distribution, Saxon| | perons having a cam againt or an
Drive, Kilsby, Northampton, NNé 7BZ. nterest in the Estate of the above
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)| | named, late of Beaumont Hall Care
near the operating centres who believe that their| | Home Leys Lane Leicester LE4 28D
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected, | | and formally of 67 Garth Crescent
should make written representations to the Traffic| | Binley Coventry, CV3 2PP, who died on

20006/2024, are required o send
witen  parculars thereof 1o the
undersigned on or before 17/03/2026,
after which date the Estate wil be
distributed having regard only to the

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GLORIA STAFFORD (Deceased)

Pursuant 1o the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
Interestinthe Estate of the above named,
late of 67 Garth Cresent Binley Coventry,
CV3 2PP, who died on 31/07/2022, are
required 1o send wrien particulars
thereof to the undersigned on or before
1710312026, afer which date the Estate
will be distributed having regard only fo

notice. A Guide to Making Repr yhave | the claims and interests of which they
available at: WWW.ZOV.. uklgovernment/ had notice. have had notice.
icati guid king epre | | Band Hatto Solicitor
blecl d-complaints-g hicle- Eansdmpamsaasamsnoad Eatsion P, 3.6 uts oad
operator-licensing. Coventy, CV1 3BH Coveny, CVI’SBH '

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

LOSS OF IRAQI
PASSPORT
1, Safin Musa Bapir,
an Iraqi citizen, hereby
declare the loss of my
Iraqi passport.
The passport was lost in
Italy.

If found, please hand it
in to the nearest police
station.
Passport number:
UNKNOWN.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeplng you up to date with all the
latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

PUBLIC NOTICES | PUBLIC NOTICES
I N
ANDREA JEAN LOWRIE FINCH THOMAS ENDA IIAUGIHUII
1 o
persons having a claim against or an
mmresl in the Estate of the above
interest in the Estate of the above amed, cie 1 51 ool Roas

named, late of 18 Chesterton Road

undemgned on or before 17/08/2026,

which date the Estate
i bmed having
daurnsand interests of which they have

had noti
MlGELSSOLEITUnSUP 117419
New Union Street Coventry CV1 2NY

who died on 11/10/2025, are required
to send written vcuars thereof to

17
will be istributed having regard onf
the claims and inferests mch l’i(»ey

have had nofice,
\uml Hation Bution LLP,
arisdon Park, 53-55 Butts Road,
oventry, V1 38H
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Application Number R25/1028
14 CHURCH STREET, RUGBY, CV2I 3PL
Decommissioning works including the removal of|
modern applied signage, fascia panels, projecting
signs, and all associated branded elements fixed
to the building facade.
This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area
Members of the public may inspect copies of the

ication, the plans and i
with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby, CV2| 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5. 00 pm Monday to Friday until 06
February 2026. Please note a planning officer
would not be present. If you wish to make an

i to discuss the ion, please
contact the case officer.

Any person who wishes to make representation
to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online —
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk (search for
application number and select comment) — or in
writing by that date to Chief Officer — Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.
If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at:
www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any
representations made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
oopportunity to comment at the appeal stage.
Nicola Smith

Chief Officer — Growth and Investment
MRTPI

Warwickshire County Coun

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D6038 LADBROKE ROAD, BISHOPS ITCHINGTON
Order Effect: Road closed between Harbury Road,
Ladbroke and Old Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works,
closed 08.00hrs - 17.00 hrs.

Order Commences: 21 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 21 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: Harbury Road, B4451 Kineton
Road, A425, B4452 Ufton Road, Deppers Bridge
Road, B4451 Station Road, Fisher Road, Ladbroke
Road and vice versa.

Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where
possible and safe to do so for businesses and
residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

SITWELL AVENUE, LONG ITCHINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed between its junction with
Leigh Crescent.

Reason for Order: To safely enable works for
boundary box and meter renewal.

Order Commences: 22 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 23 January 2026.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 15 Jan 2026

>

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

IN MEMORIAM
—

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A
NEW PREMISES LICENCE UNDER
THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that Panthera Leo Ltd has
applied to Coventry City Council for a Full Variation
Postal Address of premises: Imperial, (Catch 22),
25A Hertford Street, Coventry, CVI ILF
Details of Application: To extend all current
i activity from 4.00 am - 6.00 am 7
Days a Week. To change the premises name to
Imperial; and To amend the wording on two of
the existing conditions.
Any person wishing to lodge a representation
concerning this application may write to: Licensing
Authority, Coventry City Council, PO Box 7097,
Coventry CV6 9SL.
Or send an email to: licensing@coventry.gov.uk.
The application may be viewed during normal office
hours at the above address and further information
may be available at www.coventry.gov.uk on the
public register.
Any Rep! relating to this must
be made in writing to the Licensing Authority by
6 February 2026
Please note it is an offence to knowingly or
recklessly to make a false statement in connection
with an application. The maximum fine on summary
conviction for this offence is Unlimited.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Notice of a new premises licence
under Section 17 Licensing Act 2003
Felicity Luxmoore is applying for new grant
of a Premises Licence for Dunchurch Pools
Marina, J Marine Ltd, Dunchurch Pools
Marina, Onley Park, Barby, CV23 8AN.

Graham
Fullwood

You are in my thoughts every day, You
are never forgotten and forever loved.

How could I forget your infectious
laugh and smile. Your spirit will live on
forever in my heart. My Sweet Lord, the
song you liked, a beautiful song and you

are with him now. God bless you.

A limb has fallen from the family tree
that says remember the best times, the
laughter, the song.

The good life I lived while I was strong.
You are forever loved.

Love Carol and family
XXX

It is proposed to licence these p for
Supply of Alcohol

The full application can be inspected by
contacting the department below Opening
hours - Monday-Wednesday Shop starts at
9:30 ends at 17:00. Café starts at 9:30
ends at 14:30. Thursday-Saturday Shop
starts at 9:30 ends at 17:00. Café starts at
9:30 ends at 16:30. Events start 12:00 end
at 20:00, Sunday Shop starts at 10:00 ends
at 17:00. Café starts at 10:00 ends at 15:00
Representations can be made before
10/02/26 In writing to: The Licensing Team,
‘West Northamptonshire Council, One
Angel Square, Angel Street, Northampton,
NN1 1ED. 0300 126 7000,
licensing@westnorthants.gov.uk,
www.westnorthants.gov.uk

it is an offence knowingly or recklessly to
make a false statement in connection with an
application and the maximum fine for which a
person is liable on summary conviction for
the offence is unlimited

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
—_—

Henry Ison & Sons

Funeral Directors
Established 1907

Creating a funeral
as unique as your
Loved One

We are here to
support and guide
you. Caring for
families of all faiths.

24 Hour Personal Care

02476 997 811

Branches in Coventry, Leamington
Spa and Kenilworth

a
henryison.co.uk .I Funeral Partners @

DEATHS
—

William
Gibson MBE

Peacefully at rest at home on the
9th January 2026 after a long illness fought
with dignity

Bill aged 73 years was a beloved father to
Scott and Emma, doting grandfather to
Lukas and dearest partner to Linda.
He will be greatly missed by all who
knew him.

A service to celebrate Bill's life will take
place at Rainsbrook Crematorium on
Tuesday the 27th of January at 3pm.
‘Would those wishing to attend please meet
directly at the Crematorium.

In lieu of flowers we ask you to consider a
donation to Myton Hospice whose support

ALES & WAN

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second

MISCELLANEOUS
—

9 Square Ceramic
Tiles; Neutral Daisy
Design 10 x 10cm

hand doubles £49 For Craftwork
Singles £29 Fridges | / Coasters etc
£49 Freezers £59 £5. Card Making
Can deliver 07703 Bundle: Rubber
925662 Stamps, Positioner,
- Blank Cards Stock
RECLINER CHAIR | Ljght Box plus More
electric rise & | _£20 01527853345
recline £169 Manual | GrRy S bike 16” wheel
recline chair £60 | i, immaculate
High seated chair | condition, no marks
£40 Can deliver used twice £150
07703925662 | 01527 872540
TRAILER chassis 2| POQUBLE-BED
wheel steel frame, | divan light = grey
fair condition, with matching
6'x427x15” deep, hea‘ctlhoard, 5 _Fc;
- mattress vge C)
e ™ o | _07989 868546
refused, space | MAMAS &  Papas,
needed 07967401319 large rocking
GREY leather recliner [ horse on wooden
armchair, frame. Very good

good
quality, apart from
bare patches, hence
price £35 cv12 area
.Tel 07967401319

BLACK Leather
armchair vge, CV12
area; £45 (no offers)
.Tel 07967401319

condition (collection
only) £50.00. Tel:
07934132759
BLACK wrought iron
ornate slimline wall
mirror. Decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide

CUGGL travel cot approx: £3.00. Tel:
for \SC &Y EC-| 07034132759
i 5. _
Used as spare at Fl I,Yl?. = Mlsf;llﬁg
ar house. =
100 x 74 x 74, £20. [ Pplates (87)  blue
_Phone 01788840581 |~ flowers, boje chind,
Wgﬂﬁogl};} o Orfreiﬁ condition. £3.00 for
pine 6ft x 3ft in good _all. Tel: 07934132759

condition owned for
35 years £50 01386
438846 (evenings
onl;
RECLINER
‘Sherbourne’  fully
electric finished
in Tuscany Coffee
£95 01386 438846
evenings only)
NEW Clarks Suede
Trainers Black  /
White Cica C-SHX
Combo Size SF £15
01527853345
6 Clear Glass Storage
Jars with Alirtight
Lids 190g  £6
01527853345
DELIA Smith’s
Winter Recipe Book
Excellent Condition
£5 01527853345
READERS Digest
Creative  Cookery
Book VGC  £6
01527853345

|

chair

and care allowed Bill to pass p fully at
home as he wished.
Direct enquiries to
Co-op funeral care,
Regent street,
Rugby.
01788462614

If you have a message for a
loved one, give our team a call

-

01527 588688

NEW 100% Luxury
Green Wool Carpet
Runner 64 x 257

CARPET OFFCUT -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £3.00.
Tele: 07934132759

LADIES M & S
Classic fully lined
lightweight ~ jacket
with detachable
hood. Light
turquoise.  Hardly
worn. Size 12. £3.00.

Can  forward
photos if interested)
Tel: 07934132759

REVELATION
durable travel suit
/ garment bag, with

shoulder strap &
carry handle.Two
hangers,  multiple

pockets, zip closure,

colour black. £3.00.

Tel: 07934132759
MAHOGANY table

‘Whipped Edge 6foot x 3foot and
Remnant £15 six chairs v g ¢ £100
01527853345 07825 336015

64 Amscan Paper | MAHOGANY side
Cups Balloon board with three
Design 8 Sealed draws Sfoot x 3foot
Packs of 8 Cups £5 also VGC £75 07825
01527853345 336 015

6 Clear Glass Storage | DARK brown leather
Jars with Airtight sofa plus single
Lids 190g £6 chair £60 (cash only)
01527853345 07599203623

WANTED

L=

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)
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CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING
—_—

DOUBLE GLZ
REPAIR

ocks, Hinges, Handles,

Windows or Doors
lew Doors/Windows
Supplied/Fitted

200 623

DECORATING &
PAINTING
—

*PAINTING *DECORATING
*PLASTERING =~

No job to small
Free Quotes
Clean & reliable
Call Chris on

07999 309410
01564 784243

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing * Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens
+ Bathrooms ¢ Carpentry * Flat pack
furniture
¢ Tiling * Painting

02476 443 996
07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE.
LOGS
—

LOGS

FOR SALE
Mainly Ash

£120, £220, £390
loads delivered
Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken
Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our
wel
www.rbtimber.uk

KITCHENS
DR

S.w
INSTALLATIONS

EXPERT A CALL!
Keep it LOCAL!
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Appointments

www.careerfinder247.co.uk TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371

HOLY TRINITU 4
CHUR(le‘ﬁl‘ Gold Crest

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON . . . .
HOLY TRINITY  ALL SAINTS LUDDINGTON e ST HELEN'S CLIFFORD CHAMBERS Req uire the fO"OWl ng N the Redd |tCh -

Finance Administrator Bromsgrove, Droitwich and

Ki rminster ar
Holy Trinity Church, where William Shakespeare was baptised, worshipped, and dde Ste areas

is buried, has been a place of worship for over 1,000 years and welcomes tens —
of thousands of visitors annually. More importantly, it remains a vibrant, working
church hosting daily worship and major life events including Christenings,

Weddings, and Funerals.

We are seeking a reliable and detail-focused Finance Administrator to —

support parish finances, including accounts, payroll, and shop back-office

administration. This varied role works closely with the Treasurer, clergy, staff, and

volunteers.

Koy Responsibliitlen: =~ . o Transporting children to school.
* Accounts payable/receivable, invoicing, banking, and reconciliations A o
* Payroll processing Veh |C|e prOVIded B
* Basic shop administration

Skills: - ALSO -

» Strong attention to detail and good communication

» Excel essential; Sage/Staffology desirable

* Able to work independently and as part of a team
Hours:
20 hours per week —
ssistants
£13,970 per annum

How to Apply:

Application forms are available at www.stratford-upon-avon.org or via the Parish Part tl me hou s Wlth or
Office (Tel: 01789 266316). . i
Deadline: without experience.

23:59, Sunday 25th January 2026
Intorviews: Contact 07399 848 639

Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at the Holy Trinity Parish Centre
T - -
13 Bullivantedia
G RO UP Bt M. L T E D
We can offer you

GREAT LOCAL COVERAGE
{& ONLINE

<IN PRINT

Contact
Caroline or Kelly

01527 988625
01527 988749

caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
kelly.taylor@hullivantmedia.com
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Blaze stunned by
Stars in overtime
Flames win

before

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

ICE HOCKEY: COVENTRY
Blaze slipped to a home defeat
against Dundee Stars before
claiming an overtime victory at
Guildford Flames.

Blaze lost 5-4 in overtime on
home ice against Dundee at the
Skydome Arena as Coventry squan-
dered a three-goal lead in regulation
time.

Coventry then won 3-2 in over-
time at the Guildford Spectrum as
Grayson Constable proved Blaze's
match-winner.

The results mean Blaze sit eighth
in the Elite League table.

Coventry started brightly against

Dundee and broke the deadlock at
8.45 when Kim Tallberg jumped
up into the rush from the blue line
and snapped a quick wrist shot past
Emil Kruse.
And Blaze doubled their lead at
19.30 as William Boysen finished
Eljjiah Barriga’s pinpoint feed at
the back post following successive
powerplay opportunities.

The home side struck again at
32.49 when Jere Vertanen unleashed
a powerful slapshot past Kruse on
the powerplay.

However, Dundee responded
soon after at 34.18 as Bradley
Schoonbaert finished through
the legs of Blaze netminder Mat
Robson.

And the Stars scored again at
38.39 when Matthew Boudens capi-
talised on a misplaced pass and saw
his speculative effort sneak past
Robson.

Dundee equalised in the third
period at 50.48 as Otto Nieminen
bundled home Drydn Dow’s heavy
blue-line shot.

'Blaze lost at home to Dundee

And the visitors completed a sen-
sational turnaround at 52.02 when
Kameron Kielly punished Blaze on
the turnover.

However, Coventry took the
game to overtime at 54.32 as Mack
Stewart deftly tipped Tallberg’s shot
beyond Kruse.

But Dundee would take the extra
point as Justin Bean struck just 1.52
into the additional period after the
puck deflected into the net off Grant
Mismash'’s stick.

Coventry responded with a
hard-fought overtime win against
Guildford on the road.

Despite another strong start from
Blaze, Guildford took the lead at
9.53 as former Blaze forward Nick
Seitz scored against his old side with
the Flames short-handed.

Coventry spurned three power-
play chances in the first period as
the visitors trailed by a single goal
heading into the second period.

However, Blaze equalised at 27.12
when Boysen levelled the game
as David Clements and Matthew

Stars. Picture by Scott Wiggins.

Gleason provided assists.

And Coventry finally made the
most of a powerplay opportunity at
34.07 when Constable saw his strike
awarded following a video review
for a high stick.

Blaze killed two penalties to
remain in front only for the Flames
to draw level at 45.26 courtesy of
Jake Coughler’s strike.

And the visitors killed another
Flames penalty to send the game to
overtime.

However, Constable scored 2.49
into the extra period after Guildford
netminder Jake Kupsky inadvertent-
ly dropped his stick when attempt-
ing to move the puck quickly.

Constable gleefully fired into an
empty net to earn Blaze an extra
point.

Coventry are next in action against
Dundee on Saturday, January 17
with the face-off at 7pm at Dundee
Ice Arena.

Blaze then host Glasgow Clan on
Sunday, January 18 with the face-off
at 5.30pm at the Skydome.

New signing eager to |mpress at Sky Blues

ROMAIN Esse believes Coventry
City head coach Frank Lampard
can take his game to the next
level.

Esse joined the Sky Blues on
loan from Crystal Palace earlier
this month and made his debut
for the club against Stoke City in
the FA Cup third round.

The 20-year-old became the
club’s second arrival of the
January transfer window follow-
ing the loan signing of Yang Min-
Hyeok from Tottenham Hotspur.

And Esse cited Sky Blues head
coach Lampard as one of the key
factors in deciding to move to the
Coventry Building Society Arena.

Esse said: “I've enjoyed it a lot,
meeting the lads and the staff. It’s
all been very welcoming.

“It's a good environment. I'm
determined to do whatever I can
to impress here and help the
side.

“It’s one of the main reasons
I'm here. Not just to play every
week but to also raise the levels
and compete.

“I've played against Coventry
before and they’'ve always been a
tough opponent.

“And Frank Lampard, from
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watching him on my TV, helps
a lot.

“It just feels like the right envi-
ronment and the right person to
take me to the next level in my
development.”

Esse made just eight appear-
ances for parent club Palace in all
competitions this season includ-
ing three in the UEFA Conference
League.

He moved to Palace from
Championship side Millwall in
January last year after scoring
seven goals in 66 appearances for
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the Lions.

And the young forward wants
to excite the Coventry fans on
the pitch.

Esse added: “I'd describe myself
as exciting who gets the fans up
and off their seats.

“I'm here to get the job done
and the points and the wins for
the Coventry fans.

“This is the pivotal part to play
until the season ends.

“I don’t have to think about
goals and assists, with game-time,
I know what I'm capable of.”

coventay e
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Conneely brothers replace
Woodward as Sphinx boss

FOOTBALL: COVENTRY
Sphinx have appointed brothers
Ryan and Joe Conneely as the
club’s new joint managers.

The duo replace John
Woodward in the Sphinx dug-
out after Coventry sacked their
former boss following a run of
eight games without a win.

Ryan acted as interim head
coach of Alfreton Town in the
National League North earlier
this season.

He also took on first team
coach roles at Redditch United,
Hednesford Town and Quorn.

Joe previously managed Rugby
Borough, Coventry Copsewood
and Hinckley AFC.

He most recently served as
joint manager at Aylestone
Park.

Ryan and Joe said: “We are
incredibly proud to be given the
opportunity to manage Coventry
Sphinx.

“Being Coventry born and
bred we know what a big club
this is and we cannot wait to get
started.

“We will give everything to
ensure the good work continues,
and we are looking forward to
representing this great club.”

Sphinx currently sit 18th in
the Northern Premier League
Midlands table, one point clear
of the relegation zone with at
least one game in hand on the
teams below them.

The club sacked former boss
Woodward despite Coventry see-
ing their last two league matches
postponed due to frozen pitch-
es.

A club statement read:
“Coventry Sphinx can confirm
manager John Woodward has
been relieved of his duties.

“We would like to extend our
sincere thanks to John for his
hard work, dedication and con-
tribution to the club.

“As joint manager he brought
our greatest moment in recent
seasons with promotion to the
Northern Premier League.

“We wish John success with
any future football projects.”

The decision to relieve
Woodward of his duties means
his last game in charge of the
club came in a 2-1 defeat against
rivals Bedworth United on New
Year’s Day.

Woodward helped Sphinx
achieve promotion to Step Four
for the first time in the club’s

history in 2022/23.

He successfully kept the club
in the NPL Midlands in each of
the last two seasons.

‘Woodward posted on X: “Not
the news I expected but have
been relieved of my duties at
Coventry Sphinx.

“A big thanks to all the loyal
players and support staff who
made this club what it is.

“Some great memories getting
a small club into Step Four and
staying there for two seasons on
a modest budget.

“I couldn’t have given any
more and realised that players
were playing for me and not the
committee.

“They do not know what
they’ve wished for.”

Assistant manager Louis Guest
has also departed Sphinx follow-
ing the club’s decision to sack
Woodward.

Guest made his debut for
Coventry as a teenager and went
to make close to 400 appear-
ances for the club as a player.

Guest posted on X: “Following
the recent announcement, I've
made a very unexpected and
tough decision to leave Coventry

phinx.

“The club has been a huge part
of my life - coming through the
Jjunior ranks, into the youth team
and making my first team debut
at 17.

“Since then I've been fortunate
enough to rack up almost 400
senior appearances, enjoy a title
win and promotion to Step Four
and more recently step into my
role as assistant manager.

“It’s been a journey with plen-
ty of highs and challenges along
the way but the memories will
last forever.

“I've met some amazing people
along the way and I just want to
thank everyone who has played
a part in the journey, previous
managers, volunteers, fans and
teammates.”

A number of first team play-
ers have also departed the club
following Sphinx’s decision to
change manager.

Sphinx lost 2-0 at home
against lower-division Lye Town
in the Birmingham Senior Cup in
midweek in the club’s first game
since sacking Woodward.

Coventry are next in action
against Anstey Nomads on
Saturday, January 17 with kick-
off at 3pm at Cropston Road.

Youngster targets minutes

KAI Andrews believes Coventry City
can take positives from the club’s FA
Cup third round defeat against Stoke
City.

Andrews made just his third start
of the season for the Sky Blues at the
bet365 Stadium alongside Josh Eccles
in central midfield.

And the teenager hopes more min-
utes come his way in the remain-
der of the campaign having featured
seven times from the bench in the
Championship this season.

Andrews said: “We were unfortu-
nate to lose the game in the way we
did but sometimes you have to hold
your hands up to a brilliant finish.

“It’s definitely a performance we
can take some positives away from
and we can focus on the [league]
season NOw.

“As the game went on I grew into
it more. I can take a lot of positives
away from the game and it’s some-
thing I can build on.

“I just want to play as many minutes
as I can and develop as much as I can

and help the team get to where we
want to get to.”

Andrews is looking forward to this
weekend’s M69 derby clash against
rivals Leicester City.

And the 19-year-old remains con-
fident Coventry will rediscover their
early season form which saw the Sky
Blues take a commanding lead at the
top of the table.

Andrews added: “I've been train-
ing with Josh for years so we've got
a good understanding as players and
how we can work together.

“The new signings have brought
so much energy. They're both very
direct in the way they play and that’s
something very fresh for us.

“Everyone is very excited for
[Leicester] in the derby at home. I'm
sure the fans will be as well.

“We just want to try and get to
where we know we can as a team.
‘We know what we can achieve as a
team.

“We started the season very fast and
we're going to find our form again.”



CRS LTD

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 IAT
ATF's are the ONLY legal way to scrap your vehicles

BUYERS
of all SCRAP Metals and SCRAP Vehicles
The ONLY authorised treatment facility in Malvern!
Best Prices Paid * Collection & Skip Drops Farm
Equipment, Copper, Brass etc. * 50 Ton Weigh Bridge
1.0 REQUIRED - 01684 578081

www.crs-malvern.co.uk %'
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Valley must ‘stay together’ as
club look to turn form around

FOOTBALL: GRANT Joshua
stressed everyone at Rugby
Town must ‘stay together’
following a difficult run of
results.

Valley saw their weekend fixture
against Belper Town postponed
due to a frozen pitch.

A rearranged date for the
Northern Premier League Midlands
fixture will be confirmed in due
course.

However, Rugby have taken just
four points from their last nine
league games.

The results leave Valley 17th in
the NPL Midlands table, just two
points clear of the relegation zone.

And with 17 games left to play
this season, Joshua admits his side
must rediscover their confidence

to turn their fortunes around.

Joshua said: “I said when I took
over there would be specific times
when results wouldn’t be good
enough.

“When that comes and the tree
starts to shake, it’s critical that the
club stays together - the staff, play-
ers and fans alike.

“There’s still no excuse for some
of the performances of late, but
there will be no panic from me, as
I know what this set of players are
capable of.

“This squad has an abundance
of talent and they haven’t suddenly
become bad players, but if you
could bottle one thing in football,
it would be confidence - and that’s
what we're lacking at the moment.

“To get it back, you have to dou-
ble down on the basics, not look

too far ahead and rebuild mental
fortitude one training session at a
time.”

Rugby face struggling Boldmere
St Michaels this weekend with
Valley’s weekend opponents cur-
rently in the relegation zone.

Town claimed a memorable 3-0
win at Boldmere’s Amber Arena in
2023 to clinch survival on the final
day of the campaign.

However, a 4-0 defeat at the
same ground last season proved
then manager Carl Adams’ last
game in charge of the club.

Since Rugby’s defeat at Shepshed
Dynamo on New Year’s Day, boss
Joshua has added young goalkeep-
er Xander Grieves to his squad.

The 16-year-old joins on a
work experience loan from
‘Wolverhampton Wanderers.

Townjboss!Grant|Joshua admi sVaIIey/are b B
Picture by Martin|Pulley. - J
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And forward Kobi Bivens has
also joined Valley following impres-
sive spells with Sileby Rangers and
Irchester.

The 24-year-old has scored 44

goals in 53 games over the last 18
months representing both clubs.

Rugby travel to Boldmere on
Saturday, January 17 with kick-off
at 3pm at the Amber Arena.

LEAMINGTON SPA
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Sat 17 Jan 2026

Broadgate Square
Broadgate, Coventry, CV11NF
10am - 6pm

CBS Arena
Judds Ln, Coventry, CV6 6GE
10am - 12pm
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