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Charity on the move

THE MYTON Hospices is geared up
for its popular Donation Drive Thru
events.

These provide a quick and simple
way to donate unwanted items, allow-
ing supporters to drive up, receive
help unloading donations, and drive
away again in under five minutes.

There are no parking fees, no has-
sle, and friendly assistance is avail-
able throughout, all while supporting
the work of the local hospice.

Hosted at The Myton Hospices in
Coventry, Rugby and Warwick, previ-
ous Donation Drive Thru events have
seen hundreds of generous donations
to help fund hospice care.

Upcoming Donation Drive Thru

Stats show ambulance
crews cutting times
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dates take place at Warwick Myton
Hospice (CV34 6PX), on Saturday
February 21 and Wednesday March
18, both from 10am to 1pm;
Coventry Myton Hospice (CV2 2HJ)
on Saturday February 7 and Saturday
April 25, also between 10am and
1pm; and Rugby Myton Support Hub
(CV22 5PY) on Saturday January 24
and Saturday April 11, between 10am
and noon both days.

Visit www.mytonhospice.org/Drive
for further information and booking
details.
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The Myton Hospices is gearing
up for the return of its Donation
Drive Thrus.

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

AMBULANCES are reaching
emergencies in Warwickshire
more quickly than they were a
year ago, new figures show.

Ambulances in the county are
responding to Category 2 incidents
like heart attacks and strokes in 25
minutes on average — down from 39
minutes last year.

The improvement follows new

government investment in emer-
gency care, with an additional
§450million announced through the
2025-26 emergency care plan.

The analysis follows news last
week that waiting lists at Coventry
and Warwickshire NHS Trust have
fallen by 3,632 since the last gen-
eral election in 2024.

‘While Category 2 ambulance
response times in Warwickshire
have improved, more investment is
planned to bring them down to the
target time of 18 minutes.

Rugby MP John Slinger said:
“Labour is working hard to get our
NHS back on its feet here in Rugby,
Bulkington and the Villages and
right across the country - and we
see that change in faster ambulance
responses, higher GP satisfaction,
falling waiting lists, and shorter
waits at A&E.

“The simple fact is that quicker
ambulance times like these mean
better outcomes for people in Rugby
and it is something I know constitu-
ents have been concerned about.

“I am glad to be a part of the
government making these improve-
ments that will greatly benefit peo-
ple right here in Rugby. This is
lifesaving care arriving faster.”

“For too long, patients were
promised change in the NHS but
saw little of it. This Labour gov-
ernment has started to turn that
around.

“Waiting lists are now down by
more than 312,000 since we came
into office, despite record numbers
of people coming forward for treat-

ment. GP satisfaction is up. And
A&E waits are down.

“This has only been achieved
with our record investment along-
side real modernisation of the NHS,
and the hard work of staff right
across the country. More evening
and weekend appointments. Tests
closer to home. Surgical hubs cut-
ting backlogs. Specialist ‘crack
teams’ to get through surgeries
quicker. Millions more GP appoint-
ments. And smarter use of technol-
ogy.”
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by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

CURLEWS are in dan-
ger of vanishing from the
‘Warwickshire countryside.

There are fears that without
urgent intervention, the wading
bird, and its distinctive call, will
become locally extinct. As recently
as 2004 there were still 25 pairs
in Warwickshire but this year only
five pairs were found — all in south
‘Warwickshire.

A fundraising campaign to help
save curlews has been launched
across Warwickshire, led by two
environmental charities from neigh-
bouring Oxfordshire.

The Trust for Oxfordshire’s
Environment and Wild Oxfordshire
are aiming to raise §£50,000 to
fund a recovery project for curlews
across the upper Thames, which
includes south Warwickshire.

Curlews are ground-nesting birds
and their eggs and newly-hatched
chicks are particularly vulnerable.
Across the UK, the population has

Ar’u St Mark’s

Candlemas Light Journey

halved in the past 25 years and they
are now a ‘red list” species at urgent
risk of extinction. That has largely
been driven by loss of wetland and
meadow habitat, intensive agricul-
tural practices and predation from
animals such as foxes and crows.

The upper Thames is home to
10 per cent of the UK’s lowland
breeding curlews. To protect this
important population, volunteers
from charities, and farmers, have
formed the Curlew Partnership, led
by Wild Oxfordshire. Over the past
five years, the partnership has pro-
tected 110 nests using temporary
electric fencing, resulting in a 74
per cent hatching success rate —
compared to the national average
of 25 per cent. Thanks to those
efforts, 61 young curlews have suc-
cessfully fledged.

A crowdfunder has been launched
to scale up the efforts of the Curlew
Partnership.

The funds will enable the volun-
teers to locate and protect more
nests and for Wild Oxfordshire
to employ a coordinator to work
alongside farmers and volunteers to
manage the land for the benefit of
the breeding curlew.

Every pound donated to the cam-
paign is match-funded by the British
Airways Better World Community
Fund and the Aviva Community
Fund.

Trust for Oxfordshire’s
Environment has already matched
£10,000 of public donations, ena-
bling the campaign to exceed its ini-
tial target of £25,000 and to aspire
to extend the project for a further
year by aiming for £50,000.

Rosemary Collier, who vol-
unteers to help curlews in south
‘Warwickshire, said: “We are rapidly
running out of time keep this iconic
species in our county and to do
our bit to ensure its survival across
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the UK. We want generations to
come to hear the amazing sound of
the curlew across the meadowlands
and wetlands of Warwickshire, and
we're grateful to everyone who is
able to contribute to our crowd-
funder.

“We are asking everyone to
donate to help us achieve our goal.
There are some great rewards for
donors, on top of the knowledge
that the curlews may yet survive.
Fundraising so far has been through
press and social media, and the
Banbury Ornithological Society are
arranging some in-person events in
Cropredy and Tysoe to engage even
more of the residents local to where
the curlew breed, to get involved.”

More information on the events
can be found on the crowdfunder
page, where donations can also
be made. Visit www.crowdfunder.
co.uk/p/help-us-save-the-
last-curlews-of-the-upper-thames.

Candlemas comes forty days after Christmas, = .
@ bargains_from_yesteryear

BENN Hall, Rugby

Newbold Rd CV21 2LN
Rugby
Antiques, Collectors
& Vintage Fair
Sunday 1** February

Boxing clever to give
birds and bats shelter

KENILWORTH Castle is preparing to welcome some
very small, but important new residents.

Some 33 bird and bat boxes will support wildlife at
the historic site.

The boxes are designed to attract species includ-
ing robins, treecreepers, owls and bats, alongside
other birds that need safe, sheltered nesting spaces.

Woodland around old stone buildings such as
Kenilworth Castle can be rich in insects and natural
cavities, making it an ideal habitat and additional
nesting sites can make a crucial difference, particu-
larly during breeding season.

The former royal fortress and grand palace is valu-
able for birds hunting at the water’s edge and bats

when Mary and Joseph brought the newborn
Jesus to the Temple and he was recognised as
a light for all people.

It marks the moment when the brightness of
Christmas meets the reality of life ahead —
light shining in the midst of everyday things.

Step into a church transformed by light.
Encounter immersive interactive spaces of

colour and calm, created for peace, wonder

. roosting in crevices after dusk. :30-3:
and dlscove?’)’- Early spring is an important time for conservation. 0pen 9:30-3 30pm
Many birds begin scouting for nesting sites and bats FREE Sunday Parking
) are emerging more frequently as temperatures rise
Drop in between 6pm R apm and insects become more abundant. £1.50 Adult Adm.

Secure boxes enable the animals to settle before
breeding.

The project at Kenilworth Castle also highlights
what people can do closer to home. Garden bird
boxes, placed on walls or trees and ideally facing
north or east and away from strong sunlight, can
encourage small birds to nest. Leaving garden areas
slightly wild, with logs, leaf piles or native plants, sup-
ports insects birds and bats rely on.

Avoiding pesticides, keeping ponds topped up and
planting hedgerows or flowering shrubs can all create
wildlife havens.

Refreshments Available

Fridag 30 and Sa{urdag 3 Januarg.
Come as you are, stay as long as you wish. ..
£ ’ i Enquiries 01827 895 899
bargainsfromyesteryear.com
Followed by Sunday 1% March ‘26

Rugby Road, Leamington Spa, CV32 6DL
01926 421 004
www.st-marks.net

Reg. charity no. 1128485

g\ St Mark's Church
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Jayne’s life-saving Eu
odyssey to help Ukraine

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

‘TURNING generosity and cour-
age into life-saving action’ -
that is the driving force behind
a Yelvertoft woman’s plan to
go on an extraordinary mission
to Ukraine.

Next month, Jayne Wheat will drive
a 4x4 pickup truck 1,300 miles across
seven countries over four days and
directly into war-torn Ukraine, where
the vehicle will go on to save lives
within days.

She will join a convoy of volun-
teers delivering evacuation vehicles to
Ukrainian frontlines, as part of charity
Driving Ukraine’s initiative to fill Lviv
town square with medevac vehicles,
and love, on St Valentine’s Day.

The 4x4 will be handed to veter-
an-run Driving Ukraine’s workshop,
where it will be hardened for frontline
service and used by medics to evacua-
tion the wounded.

Jayne has been invited to the town
hall by the mayor of Lviv.

She said: “My husband and I fell
in love with Ukraine and its people
when we visited Kyiv and Chernobyl
in September 2019. We promised
we would return as soon as possible.
Unfortunately, Covid struck and put a
stop to that dream.

“As we were planning a longer trip
to Ukraine, Russia invaded. With tears
in our eyes we vowed to help in

|

Volunteers at the veteran-run Driving Ukraine workshop, in Lviv, harden donated vehicles

any way we could. We collected aid,
worked in a large distribution centre
and offered a peaceful, quiet life to a
Ukrainian refugee.”

On Christmas Eve 2022, the cou-
ple left their home in a large tran-
sit van full of humanitarian aid and
headed for a refugee centre on the
Polish-Ukrainian border, picking up
a Ukrainian refugee in Towcester on
the way.

Jayne said: “Olef had broken down
in Germany and left his Toyota Hilux
— packed with very expensive, high-
end medical supplies destined for the
front line — in a car yard owned by
Armenians.

“On Christmas Day, at 8pm, we
arrived, having collected Olef’s life-
saving medical supplies en route.

“The gravity of the situation couldn’t
have hit us any harder the following
morning when we walked into the
dining room to be met with some 50
women and children who had fled
their homes.

“When we returned to England, I
promised I would make return jour-
neys to Ukraine to help in any way I
could.”

Jayne started working for Driving
Ukraine, writing press releases about
volunteer drivers and their experi-
ences.

She added: “Through reading each
volunteer’s story, and their experi-
ence of the gruelling but worthwhile
trip — and by taking short road trips
moving medevac vehicles around the
UK - the desire to join one of the

for frontline use before they are used to evacuate the wounded. s

amazing convoys has been uppermost
in my plans for 2026.” >

Since the invasion in 2022, Driving
Ukraine has mobilised more than
1,600 volunteers, completed 52 con-
voys and delivered 282 vehicles, rais-
ing more than §1.8million to support
medical evacuation efforts.

Ukrainian medic Denys said: “These
vehicles represent more than just four
wheels to us — they’re a chance, a life-
line. If I get wounded, these vehicles
will be my ambulance.”

In Ukraine, an evacuation attempt
is made every nine minutes. Without
fast, all-terrain, reliable vehicles, cas-
ualties often don’t survive.

The Driving Ukraine convoys are
driven by volunteers from all walks of
life. A recent convoy featured a fire-
fighter, a dental nurse and a retired
RAF mechanic.

Driving Ukraine founder Fynn Watt
said: “It felt like the best of Great
Britain. Just people turning up to
help.Since the beginning, Driving
Ukraine has been about action, not
standing by and watching. Maybe we
can’t change the course of the war but
we can change the course of an evacu-
ation, and that’s a life saved.

“Jayne has taken on this amazing
journey with us and this vehicle she
is fundraising for represents our mis-
sion, turning generosity and courage
into life-saving action.”

Jayne, who is raising funds for the
mission herself, added: “I think driving
1,300 miles through seven countries,
over four days, to deliver a medevac

~ Jayne will'swap
two wheels
. for four

just(go!holidays
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Llandudno, Chester & Snowdonia
Departing Mon 16 Mar ‘26

The highlights of North Wales await on this
great-value break, where we’re based on the
seafront in Llandudno and take in the stunning
landscapes of Snowdonia. We also cross the border
to discover Chester, with its medieval ‘rows’ and
fascinating museums.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

Can you help police find these men?

POLICE are appealing for
help finding two wanted
men.

Officers would like to
speak to Brady Winterburn,
21; and Tyrese Thomas,
22; in connection with an
aggravated burglary at a
flat in Rugby on Monday,
January 19.

Both have connections
to Rugby and Coventry.

Anyone who sees them
or who knows where
they are, should contact
Warwickshire Police via
www.warwickshire.police.
uk/ro/report or call 101,
quoting incident number
349, of January 19.

Brady Winterburn (left) and Tyrese Thomas. s

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby

¢ 4 nights at the Grand Hotel, Llandudno (JG2+
rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Entertainment some evenings

¢/ Excursions to Snowdonia (Betws-y-Coed &
Conwy) & Chester

Optional excursion to the Isle of Anglesey (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £289
Single Supplement £100

to Just Go! Holi
st Ltd. Ai I
up 07 days p
lease see website or

C 0n booking:
may incr asuprlemen

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote 0SG
7 Trustpilot

e protected by Bonded Coach Hy
persun, based on two p
Choices of date, holel, airp

Reader Travel

Scarborough, Whitby

& Historic York

Departing Mon 16 Mar ‘26

Beloved for its pretty beaches, and classic charm,
Scarborough is the perfect destination for a
stunning five-day getaway! We enjoy a stunning
excursion programme with visits to Whitby,
York and the filming location for the TV series
Heartbeat, Goathland.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Coventry

¢/ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Scarborough (1G2
rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Light entertainment every evening
¢/ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

¢/ Excursions to Goathland (Heartbeat), Whitby &
York

Optional excursion to Beverley (£12pp)

5Days by Coach only £269

Single Supplement £75

& the Association
haring a room &
1 pick up localion

H justgohols

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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Worth raising a toast to success

A POPULAR pub which
stood empty for over ten
years has risen from the
ashes to be crowned the
best boozer in Rugby.

The Rugby branch of
the Campaign for Real Ale
(Camra) has named The
‘Windmill Inn as its Pub of
the Year for 2025.

The town centre pub was
closed for over a decade
until it was resurrected
by Black Country Ales in
2019.

Since then, it has passed
through a succession of
landlords with what Rugby
Camra described as ‘many
false starts’ before Gemma
and Andy Barber took over
the reins 18 months ago.

Rugby Camra chair-
man Richard Potter said:
“The couple, who only had
two weeks experience of
running the company’s
sister pub in the town —
the Raglan Arms — made
an instant improvement.
They had finally put the
‘Windmill on a solid founda-
tion.

“As well as selling a vast
array of real ales, they are
constantly promoting them
too. They will be running
four beer festivals this
year as well as many tap
takeover weekends. They
also run bus trips to their
favourite breweries, with
Salopian happening very
soon.

“They truly are deserving

winners of the award.” Andy and Gemma Barber behind the bar at The Windmill.
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Holocaust is
at heart of
new display

A ‘MEANINGFUL’ installation of
origami butterflies is now on dis-
play in the Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum Community Space to mark
this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day
theme, Bridging Generations.

Inspired by the butterfly as a symbol
of hope and light, the display includes
contributions from various community
groups.

The international memorial day,
which remembers the millions of peo-
ple murdered during the Holocaust
under Nazi persecution, is held on
January 27 each year.

This year’s theme is Bridging
Generations to highlight that the
responsibility of remembrance doesn’t
end with the survivors — it lives on
through their children, their grandchil-
dren and through everyone. A differ-
ent theme is chosen each year by the
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.

The theme underscores the impor-
tance of connecting people across
different age groups, and the display
embodies this spirit by showcasing a
collaborative installation that reflects
the creativity of Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum’s diverse community.

Participants included adults living
with dementia and their carers who
engage in The Good Times workshops,
local care home residents, young chil-

dren aged 3-5 from the Mini Makers
session, and members of the inclusive
Express Art Group which takes place
at the Benn Partnership Centre and
Rugby Art Gallery and Museum.

Participants took part by making
their own origami butterflies, or deco-
rating paper that was then made into
butterflies by other groups involved,
supported by the Art Gallery and
Museum team.

Coun Maggie O’Rourke, Rugby
Borough Council portfolio holder for
partnerships and wellbeing, said: “We
are thrilled to bring together people of
all ages to contribute to this meaning-
ful project.”

Her Liberal Democrat counterpart
Coun Neil Sandison added: “Through
art, we can build understanding and
unity, commemorating the past while
looking forward to a brighter future.”

Bridging Generations is on display
now until Thursday February 5, and
is open to the public during regular
opening hours. Visitors are encour-
aged to explore the artworks and cre-
ate their own butterflies to add to the
display.

Visit www.ragm.co.uk for more
information on planning a visit.

Bridging Generations runs at Rugby
Art Gallery and Museum until February
5.
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Warwick student
Jade ‘so close’
in Traitors finale

PAGE 5

A STUDENT from Warwick just lost out
on winning The Traitors after making it
to the final.

Jade Scott made it to the last five in the
hugely popular BBC One game show, which
sees the Faithful tasked with weeding out the
Traitors.

The 25 year-old PhD student was banished at
the very last round table, missing out on pitting
herself against the remaining contestants to
win the prize pot of some £94,000.

The game was ultimately won by Traitors
Stephen and Rachel.

Jade said of her near win, it was a case of “so
close and yet so far”.

The Warwick University student said she
decided to apply to be on the programme as
she plays a lot of video games which are simi-
lar to The Traitors.

She graduated from Warwick with a first-
class Master’s degree in Biomedical Science.
Her PhD involves research into women'’s health
and pregnancy. She also enjoys the gym and
running.

Jade considers herself quite an observant
person.

Speaking to the BBC ahead of going into the
castle, she said: “I'm good with people and I
pick up on things that a lot of people think I
miss, but that might change if you ask me that
at the end of the show.

“I have quite good problem-solving abilities,
so that will hopefully help in trying to navigate
through the game and missions. I think I can

bring good teamwork to the table. I think I'l
also get along with everyone as well.”

Her game plan was to play everything that
she does down.

She explained: “I'm going to say that I am a
master’s student, rather than a PhD because
this is my whole life. I can’t go in there and
make up a whole new background as that’s too
much effort to keep up, so I will just play down
what I do.

“I have a resting mean face sometimes,
which can kind of look like I'm just staring
people out, so I need to watch myself as I can
be quite blunt and direct as well.

“It’s a game, and I'm here to play the game.
1 signed up for the game and I'm a gamer by
heart. I think everyone there is hiding some-
thing to a certain degree or trying to come off
as a particular way. You don’t really know who
these people are, so I am going to go in and be
sceptical of everyone.”

Jade added if she had won the game she
would have liked to buy a house.

B Following the dramatic end to the series it
also emerged that fellow finalist James Baker
is a life-long Coventry City fan.

The 38-year-old, who lives on the south
coast, told the BBC he fell in love with the Sky
Blues after watching Peter Ndlovu score a hat-
trick at Liverpool back in the 90s.

Jade Scott from Warwick made it to the
final of The Traitors.

'
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Tramm cowld e NGt we
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THE FIRST stop has been
approved of a pioneering
new tram network set to be
built in Coventry.

Coventry City Council has
approved a new demonstrator line
for its Coventry Very Light Rail
(CVLR) network, which is designed
to showcase the benefits of the
technology.

The initial, 800m section will run
from Coventry Railway Station to
Coventry University’s Technology
Centre and will include a new serv-
ice area and charging station at the
university’s Mile Lane site.

Should the demonstrator prove
successful, the line will remain in
place as part of the permanent net-
work and will be extended further
afield.

The technology behind CVLR
enables tram routes to be built
quickly and cheaply. Shallow tracks
mean most existing sub-surface
infrastructure, such as pipes and
cables, can remain undisturbed.

The electric trams are designed
to cope with sharp turns, enabling
them to navigate the city and negat-
ing the need for wholesale changes
to city layouts and for the acquisi-
tion of land.

The non-invasive construction of
the track routes means they don’t

require planning consent, which
further speeds up project delivery.

The route to the Technology Park
has been made possible thanks
to an agreement by the university
which allows Coventry City Council
to use its land.

The team behind CVLR also plan
to base their delivery headquarters
at the Technology Park.

Brendan O’Reilly, sustainable
transport manager at Coventry
University, said: “CVLR is a first-of-
its-kind transport system that offers
huge benefits, not just for Coventry
but for other cities across the globe
of a similar size who may find a
traditional tram system too costly
or problematic.

“We have collaborated closely
with the city council and it is fan-
tastic that Coventry University’s
Technology Park will be the first
stop on the demonstrator line.

“With our focus on sustainability,
being able to offer transport from
the railway station in the city centre
to the Technology Park, will help
us encourage people to leave their
cars at home.

“The technology behind CVLR is
owned by Coventry City Council
so should other cities adopt it, this
would be a very proud moment for
us to see it help others.”

Unlike a short demonstrator line
which was temporarily installed in
the city centre last year, the new,
longer line is said to be an impor-
tant step for the project as it will

ALS
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Nicola Small, head of infrastructure and delivery for CVLR, and Coun Jim O’Boyle, Coventry City
Council’s cabinet member for jobs, pictured at the first CVLR demonstrator last year.
Picture by Marcus Mingins 2325017MMR1

allow the CVLR to run alongside
live traffic.

Coventry City Council wants the
demonstrator line to be operational
by October 2027, enabling delegates
at the Intelligent Transport Systems
‘World Congress to be staged at the
NEC that month to experience it for
themselves.

It is hoped that such exposure
will increase interest in CVLR and
potentially see the system adopted
in other cities around the world.

Councillor Jim O’Boyle, the city
authority’s cabinet member for jobs,
regeneration and climate change,
said: “By approving this next, and
longer demonstrator route for
Coventry Very Light Rail, we have
taken a decisive step toward trans-
forming how people move around
our city.

“This is a bold investment in
cleaner, smarter and more sustaina-
ble transport and it shows our com-
mitment to delivering real change

for residents and businesses. The
route to Coventry University's
Technology Park will allow us to
showcase the benefits of CVLR in a
live environment, proving how this
innovative system can be delivered
quickly, affordably and with mini-
mal disruption.

“It's an exciting moment for
Coventry and brings us significantly
closer to a transport network that
reflects the ambition and ingenuity
of our city.”

20% Off January Sale NOW ON!

Coveniry and Warwickshire’s Largest Bathroom and
Kitchen Showroom with 3-floors hosting over 300 displays
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Six-month ban
for wrong-way

A-road driver

The careless driver (right) drove the wrong way up an entry sliproad to the A46
Stoneleigh.

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A CARELESS driver from Coventry
has been banned after being caught
on camera driving the wrong way
along the A46 Stoneleigh road.

Dashcam footage given to Warwickshire
Police’s Operation Snap by a member of the
public in May showed the motorist driving
the wrong way up an entry slip road, meeting
drivers travelling in the opposite direction.

Rather than stopping, the driver switched
on his hazard lights and continued driving
against the flow of traffic.

The 25-year-old appeared at Leamington
Magistrates Court on January 20, and was
fined §£500 and banned from driving for six
months after pleading guilty to careless driv-
ing, and driving without a licence and insur-

ance. Road safety officer PC Ken Bratley
said: “This man’s driving fell well below the
standard of a competent and careful driver,
putting himself and others at risk of serious

jury.

“We can only hope he uses the six-month
ban to reflect on the potential consequences
and takes responsibility by becoming a safer,
better driver when he eventually returns to
the roads.”

Offences that can be submitted to
Operation Snap range from driving danger-
ously or carelessly to overtaking on solid
white lines, using a mobile phone while
driving, ignoring traffic lights and danger-
ous driving around other road users, such as
horse riders and cyclists.

People can visit www.warwickshire.police.
uk/operationsnap for more information.

Footage of the incident can be
seen at www.youtube.com/watch?v=
TJtpIH20eas&t=21s.
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Council swoop on rogue landlords
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RAIDS were conducted at
two addresses in Coventry
last week as part of ongo-
ing action to tackle sus-
pected unlicensed houses
in multiple occupation
(HMOs).

Arrests were made when
environmental health off-
icers from Coventry City
Council-supported by West
Midlands Police — executed
warrants at Outermarch
Road and Cheveral Avenue,
in Coventry.

At one address, an occu-
pant attempted to escape
through a rear ground-
floor window but was
apprehended by police at
the scene.

At the second address,

while no HMO was iden-
tified, officers discovered
evidence of a cannabis
grow and an occupant was
arrested.

The landlord responsible
for the Outermarch Road
property was identified as a
repeat offender — Coventry
City Council having iden-
tified them operating an
unlicensed HMO on two
previous occasions — with
outstanding unpaid finan-
cial penalties.

The council will now
consider using additional
powers against the land-
lord, including seeking a
banning order and making
an entry to the national
Rogue Landlord Database.

The operation was part
of ongoing work by the
council’s HMO enforce-
ment team - alongside
police partners — to dis-
rupt criminality linked to
poor-quality, unregulated
accommodation.

Councillor Naeem Akhtar,
cabinet member for hous-
ing and communities, said:
“This is a clear signal that
we will act — decisively and
together — to protect our
communities.

“Unlicensed and poorly
managed properties put
people at risk and we will
continue to work with our
partners to keep residents
safe and hold those respon-
sible to account.”

Police appeal after gunshot heard

A GUN was fired near an industrial estate in

Coventry.

Police are appealing for the public’s help

On A423 Southam Road,
Nr Farnborough,
Banbury O0X17 1EL

Tel: 01295 690479

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK
Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm

Sun 10.30am-4.30pm

Open Bank Holiday Mondays

following a firearms discharge — which did
not cause injury — in Siskin Drive on January
9

A dark-coloured Volkswagen Touareg left
the location with significant damage to its
rear window and boot. It was later recovered
on the northbound M69 motorway.

Police would like to hear from anyone who
has dash-cam footage from the Toll Bar End
roundabout on the Coventry Eastern Bypass
or the A46 northbound towards junction 2
of the M69, between 8.15pm and 9pm on
January 9.

Visit https://tinyurl.com/yw7f6pfc to report
information or submit images or footage.

Alternatively, people can call 101 quoting This Volkswagen Touareg left the loca-
incident number 20/108448/26, or can con- tion with damage to the rear window and
tact Crimestoppers, anonymously, by calling boot. It was later recovered on the M69
0800 555 111. northbound.
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

‘GREATER opportunities’
will be opened up for young
people and others looking
for work in Rugby after a
community group received a
donation of computers.

The Brownsover Community
Association (BCA), which is run by
volunteers, has been given five lap-
tops by a National Highways project
team which carried out mainte-
nance at the nearby Junction 1 of
the M6.

The laptops will enable users of
the association’s Buddy Club to
search and apply for jobs, write
CVs, apply for benefits online and
send emails related to housing and
health services.

Young people who attend the
BCA On Track Youth Hub will
also be able to use the laptops for
their school homework and college
coursework, or to apply for further
education courses and part-time
jobs.

Brian Clare, trustee and treasurer
of the BCA, said many of the town’s
residents didn’t always have access
to computers or the internet at

home. He added: “So much of what
we do now is online and lot of the
people that we help don’t have the
right equipment at home or are
at that age where they need help
using them.

“The computers we had previ-
ously were so slow they were no
longer useable and new equip-
ment is expensive, so having this
donation means we can spend our
money on other vital services we
offer instead, such as the warm
food-and-drink hubs we run and
community events.”

The On Track Youth Hub, which
runs structured sport and recrea-
tional sessions for 10- to 25-year-
olds — as well as mentoring pro-
grammes and workshops - will
download music software onto one
of the laptops for its recording ses-
sions.

Kevin Brookes, who runs the
club, said supporting the creativ-
ity and education of young people
in Brownsover was a large part of
their work.

He said: “A lot of the young peo-
ple are creative and want to express
themselves with music, which they
haven’t been able to do previously.

“Having the laptops downloaded
with the right software gives them
a chance to develop their creativity

©

.
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Brian Clare and Gita Natarajan, from the BCA (front and centre), receive laptops from Fiona
McKenzie, of National Highways; and Steve Penn, right, and Bernie Ibekwem, from contractors

Carnell.

with music and pushes them to try
new things.

“Many of the youngsters haven’t
got laptops at home — or the sup-
port with homework — so our after-
school homework club gives them
an opportunity to do that with us,
and we have seen their levels of
detention at school reduced.

“These are all things that will
open them up to greater opportuni-
ties in life.”

National Highways carried out
bridge repairs at M6 Junction 1,
near Brownsover, throughout 2025,

as part of a programme to extend the
lifespan of the junction and improve
safety. Additional bridge works are
expected to start in April.

The laptops are refurbished
National Highways equipment
donated as part of the organisa-
tion’s mission to create positive
change and investment in commu-
nities close to its projects.

Project manager Simon Wagstaff
said: “The M6 Junction 1 improve-
ment work we carried out was not
just about upgrading infrastructure
within the Brownsover area. It was

also about creating lasting benefits
for the local community and it’s
been a privilege to support the BCA
and the invaluable work they do.

“The BCA is about building a
strong community in Brownsover,
providing a warm, welcoming space
for residents and social interaction.
Their programmes - like the Buddy
Club and the On Track Youth Hub
— provide vital digital access, skills
and employment opportunities,
empowering residents and young
people to connect, learn, and thrive
within their community.”

pound for £ the
\ are the best!

INTEHNATIIINA[ METALS &

7 CABLE RECYCLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

A FENCE in Kenilworth that
has proven divisive in more
ways than one is set to stay
after a dramatic planning
row among council chiefs
and a surprise ruling from a
government inspector.

The 156m barrier, standing
around six feet tall, was put up
by Premier Garden Centre with-
out permission in 2022 and was
refused retrospective approval by
Warwick District Council the fol-

lowing year, with planners brand-
ing it “incongruous” and “harmful”
to the surrounding area.

But, after a hard-fought appeal
and plenty of local grumbling, an
inspector stepped in and over-
turned that decision, declaring the
fence could remain on strict condi-
tion it be painted, to blend in.

In a sharply worded verdict, the
inspector said the shiny metal posts
and the plastic tape tied to them
were an eyesore.

The report noted: “The galva-
nised finish to the fence posts and
the tape tied to them draw the eye
and appear incongruous in this
setting.”

However, repainting or powder
coating the posts and removing the
tape entirely would, the inspector
said, soften the visual impact and
extra landscaping would help the
barrier assimilate into what was
described as the “verdant setting”
of the site and surrounding area.

The ruling means not only that
the controversial stretch of fenc-
ing can remain but that a further
86m of the barrier, included in the
scheme, can be added.

Premier Garden Centre has
insisted the enclosure is essen-
tial for security and surrounds a
wooded plot known locally as the
Kenilworth Arboretum, opposite

Kenilworth Golf Club and beside
newly built housing estates, which
could one day become a garden
centre and nursery.

Locals, however, remain deeply
divided by the issue

One nearby resident said: “It
looks completely out of place. This
used to feel open and green, now it
is like something from an industrial
estate. Painting it will not change
the fact that it should never have
been put up.”

Another neighbour took the
opposite view, adding: “I really do
not see what all the fuss is about. If
they tidy it up and plant some trees
it will blend in.”
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Surprise news
for taxpayers

NEW projects are on the horizon
in Whitnash — without a rise in
the town’s share of the council
tax bill.

Attendees of Whitnash Town
Council’s first meeting of 2026
heard the precept will not be rising
for the next financial year.

That is despite the meeting
outlining planned improvements
across the town, including new
play equipment, improved lighting
in the park, proposals to enhance
a community area in Washbourne
Fields, repainting the Civic Centre
and exploring a possible exten-
sion to the building.

Local council tax bills consist
of money payable to Whitnash
Town Council, Warwick District
Council, Warwickshire County
Council and the Police and Crime
Commissioner. At the time of the
meeting, the other authorities had
not agreed their budgets, although
Whitnash councillors said it was
likely residents would still see
increases from those bodies.

Councillors welcomed the town’s
police community support officer,
who delivered a crime update.
While some offences had been
recorded since the November
report, levels remained low, partic-
ularly compared with neighbour-
ing areas, which have experienced
a rise in thefts from vehicles.

Council members also noted
that traffic wardens are now being
seen more frequently alongside
police officers during school drop-
off and pick-up times.

Concerns were raised, however,
about the use of electric scooters
on pavements and the behaviour
of electric bike delivery riders.

SHUTTER
BLINDS
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Residential and Commercial

Brixham blinds are a well-established blinds !
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company offering to trade and consumer.
With a great range of quality bespoke and
made to measure blinds by an established
blind company you can trust.

Whether you're thinking of vertical blinds,
roller blinds, venetian blinds or roman blinds,
shutter blinds, all of our blinds come with
child safety regulations and fittings to make
sure your home is safe.

Available in beautiful and stylish Hard Wood and Faux Wood

WE WILL BEAT ANY LIKE-FOR-LIKE QUOTE

21 Brixham Drive, Coventry, CV2 3LA
info@brixham-blinds.co.uk

Contact us today for a no-obligation quotation

02476 666686
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It’s awards tlme agam...

From left: Clive Brookes, Simon Tidmarsh, Laura Dunn, Ellis
Ainsle-Huffer, Jules Hughes-Rowlands and Moz Baker, from
Coventry Hospital Radio, pictured at last year’s Hospital
Broadcasting Association Awards. s

COVENTRY Hospital Radio
(CHR) has been shortlisted for
this year’s National Hospital
Broadcasting Awards.

The station is nominated for
the Best Station Promotion
award, for its on-air promotions
which invite listener requests.

Public  relations officer
Simon Tidmarsh said: “We
are over the moon that we
have been nominated in Best
Station Promotion this year,
at the Hospital Broadcasting
Association Awards.

“Coventry Hospital Radio
prides itself on playing ‘your
choice, your music’ and giv-
ing listeners a chance to hear
their favourite song while either
recovering here at UHCW
[University Hospitals Coventry
and Warwickshire] in Coventry,
or from home.

“I would like to add a big
thank you to our volunteers

who give up their free time
to keep the station going and
keep patients entertained.”

At last year’s awards, the sta-
tion finished in the top 10 of the
five categories in which it was
shortlisted, including Station Of
The Year.

The awards ceremony will
take place on Saturday, March
21 in Bolton, to celebrate the
exceptional standards dem-
onstrated by hospital radio
stations across the country.
This year’s ceremony also cel-
ebrates 100 years of hospital
radio.

Coventry Hospital Radio
broadcasts for free, 24 hours a
day, seven days a week inside
the UHCW NHS trust, online
at www.coventryhospitalradio.
org, on the Coventry Hospital
Radio App, and on smart
speakers.

Makmg his mark

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A ‘CALM and approachable’
Hospital Ambulance Liaison
Officer (HALO) for West
Midlands Ambulance Service
(WMAS) has won an award
from the Coventry hospital
where he works.

University Hospitals Coventry and
‘Warwickshire (UHCW) NHS Trust
named Mark Hayes their latest Making
a Difference Award winner, for his
exceptional contribution to patient
care.

Mark was presented with his award
by UHCW’s deputy chief executive
Susan Rollason.

As a HALO, Mark plays a vital role
supporting timely and safe ambu-
lance handovers, helping free ambu-
lance crews to respond to emergen-
cies while maintaining relationships
between WMAS and UHCW.

The award nomination praised
Mark’s partnership working and
described him as calm, approachable
and solution-focused under pressure.

Mark’s clear, effective communica-
tion was praised for helping de-esca-
late challenging situations, encourag-
ing teamwork and ensuring patients,
ambulance crews and emergency
department colleagues all felt heard
and supported.

Mark said: “I am extremely grateful
to receive this award but it comes as
a bit of a shock.

“Ultimately, it’s a whole-team effort
and I couldn’t do what I do without
the support of everyone at the hospi-
tal, the hard work of the ambulance
crews and the other HALOs across

el
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Mark Hayes, front, with his Making a Difference Award and
colleagues at University Hospital Coventry. Picture by WMAS. s

the ambulance service. Ultimately,
whatever our role and whichever
organisation we work for, we all have
the same goal, which is to provide
patients with the best level of care we
possibly can.

“That is why it is so important we
all continue working together to try
and ensure patients receive timely,
safe and compassionate care, both in
hospital and in the community.”

Dan Peach, group director of oper-
ations for emergency medicine at
UHCW, said: “Our team of HALOs
provides a point of contact for the

emergency department and without
their dedication and commitment,
patient and staff experience would
suffer.

“This award for Mark is fully
deserved, and we look forward to
continuing to deliver a quality service
with colleagues from WMAS.”

The Making a Difference Awards
is a monthly recognition programme
celebrating individuals who go above
and beyond to enhance patient
experience, support colleagues and
strengthen collaboration across serv-
ices.
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Are you looking to
improve or enlarge
your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or driveway
in Coventry, Bromsgrove,
Redditch, Kidderminster, Solihull
and Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We’ve designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not
be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction

and unlike other driveway companies,
with us you pay absolutely nothing

upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save

upto £1000

"

=0

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk
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ZBED FACTORY

Trading since 1989
3 floors full of beds
(We are bigger than we look)
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6 TYPES OF ELECTRIC
ADJUSTABLE BEDS NOW ON
SHOW SOME WITH MASSAGE
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KING FOR DOUBLE
ON ALL
MATTRESSES

For the last decade Mammoth has built a reputation as a leader in

health and wellbeing - the brand that brought Medical Grade™ foam and
PostureCells® to the mattress market. Scientific testing, health award wins
and an exclusive partnerships with the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy
have made it the go-to name for those who need genuine comfort, pain
relief and a great night's sleep.

Born out of healthcare and based on the pressure relieving materials used in
medical beds on spinal injury units, Mammoth's secret ingredient is Medical
Grade™ foam — a naturally cooling, pressure-relieving but supportive material
that's shown to be far superior to standard memory foam.

Unlike memory foam, Medical Grade™ foam doesn't require heat to become
pliable, nor does it lock sleepers in place where they may seize up with aches
and pains. Instead, Medical Grade™ foam instantly contours to the body and
provides a supportive yet flexible surface that aids natural spinal alignment.

This is complemented by Mammoth's innovative PostureCells® —
independently moving castellations in the foam that provide even support
but reduce partner disturbance. Importantly, the air channels between
each PostureCell® also serve to wick away the moisture and allergens that
typically build up through the night.

Testing excellence

Under laboratory conditions, Medical Grade™ foam mattresses have been
found to provide 46% greater pressure relief and 69% faster cooling than
standard 50kg memory foam. For sleepers that means:

Improved circulation through the night
Faster recovery and healing

Reduced overheating

Reduced perspiration

Improved hygiene
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Attention Arthritis Sufferer's

Revealed The Hidden Secret Of How To Massively Reduce Pain
And Discomfort, Without The Need For Expensive Drugs Or Surgery!!!!

Mammoth Centre of Excellence
We at the Bed Factory Leamington are proud to have been
awarded by Mammoth the title of Centre of Excellence
This is due to the fully trained staff and the display of the
complete range of the new Mammoth Medical grade mattresses.
We are recommended by Chiropractors and Doctors for our
range of pressure relieving mattresses.

INPARTNERSHIP WITH

CHARTERED
SOCIETY

OF
PHYSIOTHERAPY

BRIGHT IDEAS
IN HEALTH
AWARDS

Look at our
trustpilot reviews at
uk.trustpilot.com

Mammoth new range of
mattresses now on show.

Determined to go further, Mammoth also put its mattresses through testing
at Northumbria University's Centre for Sleep Research. In clinical trials it
was shown that Mammoth's mattresses helped sleepers fall asleep 29%
quicker, experience a 7% increase in sleep efficiency and report a 21%
increase in sleep enjoyment.

Award wins

Mammoth's unique technologies helped the brand to win a Bright Ideas in
Health award for pressure relief and temperature regulation — awards usually
reserved for teams working within the NHS.

These impressive results are among the reasons why Mammoth has become
the go-to name for elite athletes and professional sports stars — as can be
seen through partnerships with the Rugby Players' Association, British
Athletes Commission and Professional Cricketers’ Association over the years,
as well as relationships with Premier League football teams and Olympians.

Combatting back pain

The unique properties of Mammoth's sleep and comfort technologies have
made it the go-to mattress range for health professionals. By improving
pressure relief, enhancing postural support and increasing circulation,
physiotherapists in particular love the positive patient outcomes offered by
Mammoth. With over 50% of adults now estimated to suffer from back pain
in their lives, it's never been more important to invest in the very best sleep
surface to ease pain and discomfort.

Want to make a healthy choice and upgrade
the quality of your sleep? Try the Mammoth
Bed Test Centre at The Bed Factory now.

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL
139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX

01926 422404

sales@thebedfactory.co.uk
and www.thebedfactory.co.uk

Trustpilot * * * * x
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Residents savour live music
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Rugby School students performed a selection of classic hits and

their own compositions. s

TALENTED music students from
Rugby School have entertained
residents and guests at a nearby
care home.

The students were invited to
perform an afternoon of live music
at Overslade House, including a
selection of classic hits and their
own compositions.

Andrew Davey — head of wood-
wind at Rugby School since 2012
and also a saxophone, flute and
clarinet player and teacher in the
Rugby and Coventry area — con-
tacted the care home to see if
his students could play for the
residents.

Following their multi-instrumen-
tal and vocal performances, the
students sat and chatted with resi-
dents.

One resident said: “That was
beautiful, wonderful music — the

students are so talented. Thank
you so much for coming to play
for us!”

Another added: “Did you know
one of the students was mentored
by Hans Zimmer, a well known
German film composer and music
producer? That's amazing!”

The hospitality team at the home
also provided a spread of sweet
and savoury treats for guests to
enjoy during the show.

The home’s acting general
manager, Genoveva Tamasi, said:
“Our residents and guests had a
wonderful afternoon being enter-
tained by the performers.

“We do our best to provide a
wide range of activities and enter-
tainment at Overslade House as
part of the lifestyle enrichment
programme for residents, and this
was one of our favourites!”

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

PUPILS and staff at
Princethorpe College are
celebrating the news that
the school’s all-weather
pitch will be resurfaced.

Other improvements will also
be made to the facility, all due in
readiness for the start of the next
school year, in September.

Nottingham-based SIS Pitches
has been appointed as the main
contractor for the project and
will move its team onto the col-
lege campus to start work in late
June.

The old surface will be removed
and fully recycled before work

begins to install a new category-
three rated, sand-dressed surface
in line with International Hockey
Federation standards.

New training areas and covered
dug-outs for players and officials
will also be installed.

Princethorpe headmaster Grove
du Toit said: “This new project
builds on our recent campus
developments and is the first,
exciting step in our ‘vision for
sport’ at Princethorpe.

“A key investment in our sport-
ing facilities, it has been kindly
supported by the fundraising of
our parent-teacher association
and through generous donations
to our annual fund by parents and
former pupils.

The new pitch, suitable for
local and national competitions,

will primarily be used for hockey
training and the college’s busy
schedule of fixtures.

It will also be available for
multi-sport hire by external clubs
and organisations.

Foundation director of sport
Lee Cassell said: “The new sur-
face will dramatically enhance the
playing experience for all our
students and I have no doubt
that it will inspire and transform
the development and perform-
ance of our teams over the years
to come.”

Joe Shaw, commercial direc-
tor of SIS Pitches, added: “We
are looking forward to working
in partnership with Princethorpe
College to deliver what promises
to be an exceptional addition to
their sporting facilities.”

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

carehome.co.uk

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with
lots to think about.

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby
07802 728443

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

CARE HOME
GROUP

Registered charity number 1012788

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk
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Trivial matters
prove popular

A BELOVED annual fund-raising quiz in
aid of a local hospice charity returns to
Rugby in March.

The Rugby Trivia Quiz will take place at the
Benn Hall on Thursday March 5 to raise vital
funds for The Myton Hospices.

The quiz was first held in 2002 and has
been organised and presented every year by
Quizmaster Dave Twynholm, supported by
his wife Liz and other family members.

During that time it has raised tens of thou-
sands of pounds for Myton, with many local
quiz teams returning each year to take part.

The quiz regularly fills the Benn Hall to
capacity due to strong community support,
including long-standing involvement from the
Rugby Myton Support Group, whose volun-
teers help to run the quiz evening.

The event has also benefited from the

backing of local businesses, who have spon-
sored prizes over the years.

The winning team will take home a £100
prize, with £60 for second place and §40 for
third place.

The event will also feature a bar and a
raffle.

Rachael Ryan, Community Fundraising
Manager at The Myton Hospices, said:
“Community events like the Rugby Trivia
Quiz play an important role in sustaining our
services.

“It’s a fun, social evening that brings the
community together while raising vital funds
that help us continue providing our specialist
care and support to local families when they
need us most.”

Dave olm added: “It has been my
great pleasure to compile and present the
Rugby Trivia Quiz for
SO many years. It is an
excellent example of local
people supporting a local
charity over such a long
period.

“I sincerely hope that
The Benn Hall is packed
once again to celebrate
this momentous achieve-
ment.”

Tickets cost £30 per
team, for teams of up to
six people. Call 01926
838 892, email communit-
yteam@mytonhospice.org
or visit www.mytonhos-
pice.org/Quiz for tickets.

The annual quiz regu-
larly fills the Benn Hall.
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Read Easy Mid Warwickshire coaching sessions are now available in Rugby.

Read all about it...

A UNIQUE charity which provides free, confi-
dential, one-to-one reading coaching for adults
has expanded into Rugby.

Since it was founded in 2023, Read Easy
Mid Warwickshire has helped dozens of adults
in Leamington, Warwick and Kenilworth with
their reading — transforming their lives in the
process.

Vicky Fletcher, Team Leader of Read Easy
Mid Warwickshire, said: “I'm thrilled that we
can now offer our service to adults in Rugby
and I would like to encourage anyone who
needs help to come forward.

“Learning to read as an adult can feel daunt-
ing, but Read Easy offers a welcoming and
non-judgmental environment which enables
people to learn at their own pace.

“With an estimated 2.4million adults in
England struggling with reading, the need for
support has never been greater. Many adults
are held back in their work, personal life, and
confidence due to poor literacy skills, yet help
is available.”

Tracy, who recently learned to read with
Read Easy Mid Warwickshire, said: “It’'s a
great programme and I am very grateful to the
coaches.

“I now have a much better understanding of
meaning and pronunciation as well as reading.
I feel brave now when I speak to people and
read. It has given me much more confidence.”

Call Vicky on 07939 289221 or email
mwleader@readeasy.org.uk for more informa-
tion.
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IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they

don't have enough stock left to service them.

are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on t

E CARPETS .

TETET BE QUICK
pr 'll__mz‘w;h ,

From quality Axminster to budget cord

e are recommended for our low prices, quality service and extensive range

throughout the Midlands. There are no R.R. prices on carpets, so if others
50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal high

OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 5EY

o YOU.

ive
Plrices. ALWAYS
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Vocal support

S N

Patsy Rodenburg has been appointed
the RSC’s emeritus director of voice.

ACTORS at the Royal Shakespeare
Company (RSC) will be getting help voicing
their roles.

The Stratford-based company has wel-
comed back internationally renowned voice
coach Patsy Rodenburg as emeritus direc-
tor of voice.

Patsy was head of voice at the Guildhall
School of Music & Drama for 43 years and
works extensively worldwide leading voice
training. She previously worked with the
RSC for nine years, from 1981, and with the
National Theatre from 1990, founding its
voice department.

Voice coach Patsy has worked with
the Moscow Art Theatre, Complicite,
Cheek by Jowl, and Comedie-Francaise
and with actors including Daniel Craig,
Orlando Bloom, Joseph Fiennes and Ewan
McGregor.

In the honorary, unpaid position, Patsy
will work closely with RSC co-artistic direc-
tors Daniel Evans and Tamara Harvey to
help ensure the company remains a global
beacon for classical voice training and per-
formance.

Patsy said: “Voice is the foundation of all
live performance - a craft that has to be so
known that it becomes unknown, allowing
the performer to become an artist that can
engage, move and inspire an audience.

“We need Shakespeare to be fully heard
and understood because he teaches us
humanity under duress, the test of love,
power, fairness and forgiveness.”

56'

The Observer, Friday January 30, 2026

A talented new cohort
&

Six of the best, from left: Pamela Carter, Vinay Patel, James Fritz, Laura Lomos, Karim Khan and Natasha Gordon.

Picture by Nicola Young.

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

NEW voices are coming
to the Royal Shakespeare
Company (RSC).

Six up-and-coming playwrights
— Pamela Carter, James Fritz,
Natasha Gordon, Karim Khan,
Laura Lomas and Vinay Patel —
will take part in the company’s
2026 Cohort programme.

The artist-led scheme offers
playwrights the chance to be
commissioned by the company
as part of a nine-month pro-

gramme of peer-to-peer support,
in-person residencies and crea-
tive masterclasses.

Created by RSC writers-in-res-
idence Zoe Cooper and Stewart
Pringle, and inspired by Sir Peter
Hall’s founding vision of a ‘com-
pany’ of actors who share life
and the experience of Stratford
as they work, Cohort brings
together six writers engaged in
the distinct but shared endeav-
our of writing six new plays for
the RSC’s stages in a mutually
supportive, non-competitive and
creative environment.

RSC co-artistic directors Tam-

ara Harvey and Daniel Evans
said: “From the earliest days of
the RSC, under the visionary
leadership of Sir Peter Hall, new
writing has been an essential
part of who we are as a com-
pany, where thrilling new works
from the most exciting storytell-
ers stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with bold re-imaginings of clas-
sic texts.

“We are delighted to welcome
such an inspiring collective of
artists to Stratford-upon-Avon
in 2026 and look forward to
collaborating with them as they
immerse themselves fully in the

creative life of the RSC, expan
their knowledge of the theatre
making process and forge mean
ingful new partnerships.”

Across five-day residences i
Stratford, the writers will hav
the opportunity to immers
themselves in RSC theatre-mak
ing practice.

During the residen
cies, Cohort members will b
invited to meet and develop rela
tionships with artists from acros
the RSC and to participate in
range of masterclasses to hel
expand and enrich their researct
planning and writing process.

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

Steam to Carlisle.

We have a high speed j

and back via the Settle

* Departs Rugby and N

SESTTRAVEL COMPANY

Saturday 7" or 28" February 2026

This day trip provides a wonderful opportunity
to get out and about during the winter months,
with the added bonus of steam haulage over
the Northern Fells, including the spectacular
Settle & Carlisle Railway.

ourney down the West

Coast Main Line to Carnforth, hauled by a blue
Class 86 electric locomotive. We then enjoy a
circular steam tour outwards via Shap to Carlisle

and Carlisle line.

We return from Preston to London behind our
blue electric locomotive.

uneaton

* From £115 per person
* Premier Dining available

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY
L BdLATs

BEST SPECIL WTEREST

AL HOUBATS HOLIDAY COMPANY

On-board dining options available. Refreshments available to purchase on-board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only - locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company — The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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=
= en ** NOW AVAILABLE **
ﬁ“’e vour BUY NOW PAY LATER
Upgrade your kitchen with flexible payments.
sn “ E Just a 10% deposit - nothing more to pay until 2027.
a re CALL NOW FOR MORE DETAILS

Joe’s Doors & Overlays 1=l

At Joe's Doors, we specialise in transforming
kitchens without the disruption, stress, or sky-
high cost of a full renovation. By replacing your
existing doors, panels, and trims, we give your
kitchen a stunning new look that feels like a
complete miracle. Most transformations are
completed in just two days, and there’s no need
to empty your cupboards.

* No mess, no fuss - just beautiful results
* Most fitted in as little as two days seamlessly over your existing
* Wide range of designs to suit any style surfaces, delivering a luxury
* Custom-made to fit your existing units fimis.

* Quality materials, expert workmanship Why choose Quartzize?

Whether you're going for a fresh, contemporary =Timelessiand elegant:design

vibe or something timeless and traditional, we have ~ * Non-porous and hygit‘anic‘
hundreds of options to help you. * Incredibly easy to maintain
We're here to help you create a space

Complete your transformation with a Quartzize 5
you'll love — with a more wow factor.

natural stone overlay — the smart, stylish way
to update your worktops without the hassle of Book your completely free, no-obligation
removing them. These elegant stone overlays fit consultation with Joe’s Doors today.

+/ NO NEED TO EMPTY CUPBOARDS ¢ NO MESS, NO FUSS ¢/ FITTED INA DAY ORTWO ¢ MAD| MEASURE

Complete the look with a natural stone overlay
from Quartzize

Why replace your worktops when this unique
quartz overlay simply fits over your existing
surface. Here are some of the amazing benefits:
* Timeless - Looks clean and modern.

* Hygienic - A perfectly smooth surface.

« Easy care - Wipe with a neutral cleaner.

* Durable - Tough and scratch resistant.

« Easily Installed - Fitted in less than a day.

[ i iégwm‘z‘
M B 1.:".":!?'!.’

-I We'll pop along and take 2 Choose from our range of 3 Our fitters will come back and
some measurements... doors and worktops... transform your kitchen.

“Subject to status: Terms and canditions apply.

Three easy steps to transform your kitchen:

JOE’S DOORS & OVERLAYS TEE SR

FREE QUOTE

02476 101914 - 01926 800726 - 01788 422326 = FULLY FITTED

joesdoors.co.uk NATIONWIDE

Lines Open: Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 8.00pm, Sat: 8.30am - 6.00pm, Sun: 9.00am - 5.00pm. Over 30 years experience. Family-run business.
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Music Matters

Guitar maestros in town g

Independent
venue week

o Main
Sheriff,
tonight at The
Tin
Welcome to
independent
venue week and, ton-
ight The Tin presents,
from West Coventry
and the Greens of
Arley: Main Sheriff.
The venue’s biog tells
of a ‘new old’ sound.
Melting the country fla-
vours of melody, harmo-
ny and pedal steel plus a
driving core of rhythm,
no-blues and art rock,
it’s ‘six pieces of differ-
ent musical histories with a shared
future’.
Drawing from a well of David
Berman, Wilco and The VU,
through a filter of English
pop: an album is record-
ed, singles are slated
and gigs booked.
It's a beautiful
noise, anyway
you look at
it. New sin-
gle Right
From
Wrong
moves & .Y
along,
2 2l

Gwenifer
Raymond. s

Eric. s

sort of country with an indie rock groove that
threatens to take over but never does.

It’s a heady combination that promises
tonight to be something special.

Gwenifer Raymond and Haress,
tonight at Just Dropped In FarGo
Village
Calling Gwenifer Raymond a guitarist is a bit
like saying Dali was a painter. It may sound
clichéd but she makes the guitar come alive,
always in control, taking those six metal
strings to the next profound, beautiful level.

To watch her is to see an artist at work, her
style is reminiscent of the great
Roy Harper. Bottleneck and
picks and harmonics and
detuning — all the tricks
perfectly executed. Like
the above, tonight is a
night for music lovers.
She signed to San
Francisco’s Tompkins
Square Records in
2017 and released two
albums. Her first proper
gig

WrecKless
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_ MUSIC MATTERS!

Pete Chambers BEM writes for

meamaeama=aa=a=En The Observer

was at the Thousand Incarnations of the
Rose Festival, in Maryland, where she hung
with Glenn Jones, Marisa Anderson, Daniel
Bachman and Peter Walker, and was pre-
sented by Henry Kaiser with a 1880s Joseph
Bohmann guitar she feels may be possessed
by some fingerpicking demon.

The Guardian has described her as a
“profound talent” and The Observer praised
her “awe-inspiring technique and intense
musicality”. Uncut magazine has championed
her “fast- devclopmg talents as a composer of
eerie menace.

She has toured Europe, the US and Canada
with Michael Chapman, Michael Hurley, The
Handsome Family, Lankum, Charlie Parr,
Richard Dawson, Ryley Walker, and Squid.

Wreckless Eric is Here, February 28
Just Dropped In will also welcome ever-
charming pin up of the Stiff Records genera-
tion Wreckless Eric - Eric Goulden as it no
doubt says on his passport.

For this show, Eric will be
alone with electric and
acoustic guitars,
and his own elec-
tronics. He tends

to do what he

wants and he’ll
most likely play
his big hit from
the '70s, the endur-

ing Whole Wide World.
He may play other songs
from various stages of his career but the
set will most likely focus on his new album,
England Screaming, released on Tapete
Records in November.

He plays on Saturday, February 28. Get
your tickets now.

GODIVA CARPETS
ARE OFFERING
-

BEST EVER
CARPET &
FLOORING

SALL

1S NOW ON

THESE SAVINGS ARE
JUST TOO GOOD TO MISS!!

SAVE £££'s and
£2f's and £££'s

EXTRA 10% OFF ALL STOCK ¢ OVER 300 ROLLS IN STOCK

Fantastic and huge range of beautiful Carpets and Flooring to choose from, and at prices to suit every budget
Godiva Carpets, a local family business, have been carpeting the homes and businesses in Coventry since 1953

SAVINGS

GODIVA CARPETS LTD Argyle House, Collingwood Road, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 6HW. Tel: 02476 551200

"GODIVA CARPETS

A family business trading since 1953

Visit our online store www.godivacarpets.co.uk

OPENING TIMES: 9AM - 5.30 PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY. CLOSED ON SUNDAYS.
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Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Free Private Anthues &
Jewellery Valuations

We offer a FREE, no obligation, home valuation service, where one of
our valuers can come to your home and value your items

This service is perfect for those who:

Have a lot of items they’d like valuing

Would prefer a more private valuation of their items

Have large items they can’t get to one of our valuation events

Can’t get to one of our valuation events

We can give valuations of Silver, Gold, Jewellery, Watches, Pictures,
Furniture, Antiques, and Collectables

For more information and to arrange a visit, contact:

T: Hansons Warwickshire 07470 459309
E: clivejones@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk =&
Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derbyshlre DE65 6LS
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BETTER bus services are on the
horizon in the West Midlands
thanks to a §3billion boost for
bus funding.

The Government announces a
§264.1 million boost for services
and infrastructure so millions of pas-
sengers across the West Midlands
can benefit from faster, cheaper and
more reliable buses.

Multi-year funding will give coun-
cils the freedom to spend their allo-
cations in whatever way they see
fit, allowing local authorities to run
schemes like Worcestershire’s $2
bus fares.

This landmark funding follows the
Bus Services Act becoming law in

October, which for the first time
gave local authorities the power to
run local services how they see fit
and provides greater protection to
socially necessary routes.

Transport  Secretary, Heidi
Alexander, said: “After years of
decline, better buses are finally on
the way. Our &3billion investment
will give local authorities the long-
term funding they need to deliver
lower fares, more frequent services,
and the reliable transport that com-
munities depend on.

“We've already extended the §£3
bus fare cap to help people with
their everyday journeys, and now
we're backing this with the funding
councils need to transform their

=y

Ew &
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The Observer, Friday January 30, 2026

ajor cash boost
to make buses

‘e:r, cheaper and

ore reliable for
all passengers

local services.

“This is part of our wider plan
to make public transport cheap-
er across the country — we've fro-
zen rail fares for the first time in
30 years and we're building Great
British Railways to deliver better
value for passengers.

“Whether it's the bus to work,
the train to see family, or getting
to a hospital appointment, afford-
able transport is essential to bearing
down on the cost of living and grow-
ing our economy.”

The allocations bring together
various bus funding streams into
one source. Millions in funding will
be allocated to local authorities in
the West Midlands every single year

up to 2028/29 and can be spent
however they want.

It means local leaders rather than
‘Whitehall will decide how bus serv-
ices should be run, continuing the
Government’s commitment to ensur-
ing services are run for people, not
profit.

Richard Parker, Mayor of the West
Midlands, said: “Thousands of peo-
ple rely on our bus network every
day to get to where they need to
be, and I'm taking back control of
our buses to ensure our network
remains affordable and accessible.

“The government understands this
and is backing my plans with this
funding so we can keep fares low,
improve services, and make sure

passengers are put first.”

The announcement is part of the
Government’s wider commitment to
making public transport cheaper and
more reliable, bearing down on the
cost of living for working people.

Freezing rail fares for the first
time in 30 years will save commuters
on more expensive routes more than
£300 per year, meaning they keep
more of their hard-earned cash.

The Government is also reforming
the railways through Great British
Railways, which will bring fares and
ticketing into the 21st century with
tap in tap out and digital ticketing,
delivering better value for money for

LOOKING FOR A
GOOD WOMAN
TO MARRY

BETWEEN AGE OF 40 to 87

Seeking nice woman between 40 to 87 with
view to marriage. Only sincere persons.

—peterdavis1996firm@engineer.com

Please email me:

Prices start from just

Y, ’-, n . )
Special Famil

Announcements

passengers.
- I(
-

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory
Announcements can all be placed in your Observer to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688 or email details to

us (including photograph if desired) with your telephone

contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost
reception@bullivantmedia.com

(inc: Vat)
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

v w'val - - I

I

] || pre——

| LOUR MEATY DEALS:

| TR MEATY DEALS: |
| Small Swusages | Lurge Su ﬂ
| 20 for £5 | 10 for £5
| Tty bty svirmd et sy

Just for PetS Leamington Leamington Shopping Park, Tachbrook Park Dr, Leamington Spa CV34 6RH (next to M&sS)
Just for Pets Coventry Arena Shopping Park, Rowley's Green, Coventry CV6 6AS (next to M&sS)
Just for PetS Nuneaton Horeston Grange Shopping Centre, Nuneaton CV11 6GU (next to Farmfoods)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Reaping the

benefits of 50

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

A PARCEL of heritage seeds
that has travelled across
south and central England to
highlight the importance of
saving, sharing and sowing
plants has found a home at
the University of Warwick.

The Heritage Seed Library (HSL),
based at Ryton charity Garden
Organic, is celebrating 50 years
of seed conservation with a unique
‘seed relay’ across the UK.

The seeds have travelled nearly
170 miles so far and staff at the
UK Vegetable Genebank (UKVGB)
— at the University of Warwick’s
Innovation Campus — have agreed
to help preserve these heritage vari-
eties in the centre’s iced vaults.

Some 50 years ago, HSL founder
Lawrence D Hills sent the first
precious parcel of at-risk heritage
seeds to the UKVGB for conserva-
tion, and five decades later the
institutions are marking this special
relationship at the UKVGB.

The HSL is the only living library
of heritage vegetables in the UK and
the only seed library that conserves
food by sharing heritage seeds with

a range of volunteer seed guardians
and library members.

By sharing and growing out the
seeds with community partners
across the UK, the seeds become
much more resilient and better
adapted to climate change and local
conditions — safeguarding them for
future generations.

Over the last 50 years, the UKVB
has been assisting the library by
taking duplicates of its seeds as an
insurance policy and freezing them
in its cold vaults.

“We're delighted to be involved in
the relay to celebrate the wonderful
work of the HSL and our collabo-
ration, which spans many years,”
said UKVGB head Dr Charlotte
Allender.

“UKVGB and the Heritage Seed
Library have a shared history in the
conservation and use of vegetable
crop genetic diversity. We use com-
plementary approaches to ensure
historic diversity in crops is not lost
and assist the Heritage Seed Library
by keeping samples of their collec-
tions backed up in our cold store.

“Diversity is the raw material used
by plant breeders and, ultimately,
by those growing crops on farms
or in gardens. Making sure future
generations have access to as much
of the variation contained within

|

Sowing the seeds: UKVGB head Dr Charlotte Allender, former Garden Organic chief horticultural
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officer Bob Sherman and Garden Organic seed officer Lucy Shepherd.

old varieties is essential to ensure
sustainable crop production.”

Handing over the golden seed
packets to the UKVGB were Bob
Sherman, former chief horticultural
officer at Garden Organic, the char-
ity’s chief executive Fiona Taylor
and seed officer Lucy Shepherd.

The UKVGB will take varieties of
radish and carrot from the golden
seed parcel and hold them in its
vaults.

“A changing climate and decline
in insects, including pollinators,
is making our food security more
precarious,” said CEO Taylor. “We
need to conserve the widest variety

of vegetable seeds as possible to
ensure the survival of homegrown
food crops. Add to this worldwide
food shocks caused by pandemics,
wars and disrupted trade routes,
and the urgent need to save our
precious seed becomes a race
against time.

“Our Heritage Seed Library holds
the National Collection of Heritage
Vegetables and we have a duty to
ensure that this precious natural
resource is conserved for future
generations. By passing seed on
and sowing it in a variety of places,
we are allowing it to survive and
thrive.”

To help this effort, gardeners are
encouraged to become members of
Garden Organic and the HSL, as
that raises funds to ensure its work
can continue.

Members receive six free packets
of heritage seeds from the newly
launched, annual seed list.

They can grow the seeds in their
own gardens and contribute to their
future preservation by saving seed
from the vegetables and passing
them back to the library or to
friends and family.

Visit gardenorganic.org.uk/join
for further details.

ADVERTISEMENT

Slimming World - Another success story

ooking back frightens me to

know just how big | got. |

knew | was 23.5 stone, but
at the time | had people telling
me, you don’t look like it, or you
carry it well!

| can honestly say now | didn’t carry it well,
| still have some of the clothes! | was
MASSIVE! But the biggest wake up call of
all was going to see me GP. I'd started to
lose weight, | was in the gym and getting
close to 21 stone, but something wasn’t
right! | was passing out, getting dizzy
spells, then the icing on the cake was one
Sunday afternoon. | came home from
Shipston on Stour Rugby Club, my son had
just scored a hat trick, i was over joyed and
decided to have a celebration whisky! | had
two home doubles and | was wasted! |
mean absolutely paraletic! | couldn’t speak,
| was slurring my words. Melanie Hk my
beautiful wife thought | was secretly
drinking. | wasn’t and told her so the
following morning when I'd sobered up.

| went to the doctors the next day and
explained things and was sent for a blood
test! | was diagnosed as a type 2 diabetic
and had to start medication immediately to
get my blood sugars under control. | was
told | needed to lose weight and | may be
able to reverse it. Also my blood pressure
was up and | was at an increased risk of a
heart attack. Again | was issued more
medication! | was 37 years old and
suddenly on medication to help me improve

my life. By the time | joined slimming world
in April 2024, | was just below 21 stone
(only just). Melanie said she wanted to lose
weight too and she was going with or
without me! I'll never forget the first night |
walked into Fiona’s group on a Wednesday
evening, | felt embarrassed and ashamed!
How had it come to this? How had | ended
up here? What is everyone going to think of
me? What if I'm the only man? God this is
embarrassing! But | could not of met a nicer
group of people, people who were willing to
help me, support me, inspire me with their
own stories. As the weeks went by, the

weight fell off and | started to feel so much
more confident. Sadly due to personal
reasons | stepped away from SW in
November 2024 to focus on my business.
However | rejoined in January 2025 in
Marianne Wilkins group weighing in at 19
stone. Again what a lovely group, again the
weight is coming off, currently down to 17st
3lbs. It leaves me wondering why did i leave
it so long to receive help? In the past I've
seen nutritionists to help with my diet when
playing sport, I've had councillors
supporting me after incidents in the prison
service, and SW is like both of those

combined along with amazing people just
like me, each with their own stories and
amazing achievements who continue to
inspire me, I'm in awe of everyone’s
achievements! To anyone that is thinking
like | did, my advice don’t be afraid to
change your life, why take a pill when you
can do it with a great culture and a
wonderful support network.

| am now off my medication for diabetes
and continually below the threshold for
diabetics and getting further away every
three months when I’'m tested. I'm on the
lowest dose for my blood pressure and this
is under regular review, but my blood
pressure is now normal. I'm playing
badminton regularly, walking longer each
day and sleeping so much better! | actually
sleep less now, but | have a great quality
sleep.

What’s my target weight? | don’t know yet
but | know it will be about how | feel and I'll
know when | get there, but I'm enjoying the
journey. Coming to group is easy when the
weight is coming off, but my advice is get to
group when you've had a bad week, reset,
listen to people in the room, listen to Maz.
I've had ups and I've had downs but the
downs would have been so much worst
without the group!

Thank you to Fiona and Maz for this
journey, but also to all the wonderful people
in the room week in, week out achieving
there goals and inspiring people around
them! SW is amazing!
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Mondays

9.15am

Dunchurch Village Hall
Rugby Road,
Dunchurch CV22 6PN
Call Kelly W
07777145560

Tuesdays

8am, 9.30am, 4pm
& 5.45pm

Southam Sports &
Social Club,
Southam CV47 1PL
Call Helen

07920 164278

Wednesdays

9.00 am and 10.30 am
Rugby United Reformed
Church

CV22 5AD

Call Maz

07805 191429

Wednesdays

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
Rugby United Reformed
Church

CVv22 5AD

Call Fiona

07876 450362

Thursdays

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
Christ Church,
Brownsover

Cv21 1QG

Call Kelly T

07806 673606

Thursdays

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
Rugby Borough
Football Club

Cv21 4PN

Call Kelly W

07777 145560

Fridays

8.00 am and 9.30 am
Christ Church,
Brownsover
Ccva211QG

Call Tina

07496 845777

Fridays

9.00 am and 10.30 am
Sacred Heart Church
Limetree Ave.

Cv22 7QT

Call Mary

07799 264779
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Saturdays

7.30 am

United Reformed
Church

CV22 5AD

Call Maz

07805 191429

Saturdays

8.30 am and 10.00 am
Bilton Bowling and
Tennis Club

Cv22 7QH

CallKelly T

07806 673606

veal food, real support, veal results

*Visit slimmingworld.co.uk/offers for terms and conditions.
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New screening
Kits could help

thousands get
earlier bowel

The faecal immunochemical test (FIT) is being

offered to all people over 50 years old and
the changes will see 600 more bowel cancers
detected early each year. Picture courtesy of
Bowel Cancer UK. s

cancer warning

THE NHS announced on
Monday it is bringing in a
new sensitivity screening for
bowel cancer.

The NHS estimates this change will
detect around 600 additional bowel
cancers early each year in England
- around an 11 per cent increase.
It is also forecast to and find 2,000
more people with high-risk polyps
in their bowel, allowing patients to
have preventative surgery before
any cancers develop.

The home-testing kit, known as
the faecal immunochemical test
(FIT), is offered to all people over
50 years old and checks for blood
in a small stool sample, which can
be a sign of bowel cancer.

By reducing the level at which
traces of blood in a FIT test would
lead to further investigations, from

120micrograms of blood per gram
of poo down to 80, the NHS will
offer 35 per cent more screening
colonoscopies each year to help
diagnose or rule out cancer.
Stephen Lake, clinical direc-
tor and lead colonoscopist of the
screening programme said: “For a
year we have lowered the threshold
for home-screening kits to trigger
more referrals for further testing.
“This has meant an increase in
the number of people identified with
tiny traces of blood in their poo and
an increase in the number we see in
Worcestershire and Herefordshire
for further testing and treatment.
“The entire team is delighted to
be at the leading edge of this very
important, life-saving expansion.”
The move comes as the NHS
is set to launch new digital alerts

that a screening kit is on its way
to people’s homes in a bid to boost
screening uptake.

It is part of a radical new National
Cancer Plan to be published by the
government next week.

‘Major step forward’

Peter Johnson, national clinical
director for Cancer at NHS England,
said: “This is a major step forward
in bowel cancer detection.

“Finding bowel cancer earlier can
mean less intensive treatment, a
better chance of recovery, and in
many cases people can avoid can-
cer altogether by having dangerous
polyps removed before they cause
harm.

“Testing at the lower threshold
provides us with a better early-warn-

ing system, helping us to spot bowel
cancer earlier, often picking up
problems before symptoms appear,
when treatment works best.

“I would strongly encourage eve-
ryone who is sent a bowel screening
test to complete it and return it as
soon as possible - it really could
make all the difference.”

Once fully rolled out, testing at
the lower threshold is expected
to reduce late-stage diagnoses
and deaths from bowel cancer by
around six per cent, while detecting
thousands more cancers earlier.

It will prevent more cases and
save the NHS over £30million each
year in treatment costs.

The Bowel Cancer UK charity has
also welcomed the move.

Genevieve Edwards, the char-
ity’s chief executive, said it was

great news. “This change marks an
important moment for bowel cancer
screening in the country.

“Increasing the sensitivity of the
test means more cancers will be
prevented and found earlier, saving
more lives from the UK'’s fourth
most common cancer.

“This change may put extra pres-
sure on already overstretched serv-
ice, leading to more people waiting
for tests that could either confirm
a diagnosis or put their minds at
rest.

“Therefore, it’s vital staff across
the screening pathway are fully
supported and resourced to meet
the extra demand for colonoscopy
services.” Visit nhs.uk/tests-and-
treatments/bowel-cancer-screening
for more on the NHS’ bowel cancer
screening.
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Time for love in the garden

THOSE with a garden in a mild
location will be seeing snow-
drops, crocuses and daffodils
will be showing their heads
in February, but beware — the
weather is changeable and
can still be bring days that are
extremely cold and full of frost.

Now is the time to give the gar-
den a little bit of love with a quick
tidy up as well as start sowing
seeds and planting — weather per-
mitting. Growing your own plants
from seeds is one of the most
rewarding and economical ways of
getting your garden going after the
winter months.

For grow your own gardeners
February is all about cultivating and
prepare seed beds (if the ground
isn’t frozen) and covering them
with clear polythene, cloches or
fleece to warm up the soil before
sowing.

From mid-February you can
sow tomato and cucumber seeds
for growing in greenhouses, and
plant out garlic and shallots in light
soils.

This is also your last chance
to winter prune apples, pears and
autumn fruiting raspberries and to
plant bare rooted raspberries.

Anyone growing edibles in con-
tainers should focus on planting
hardy vegetables that are resistant
to the cold, such as cabbage and
broad beans. You can also plant
root vegetables like carrots and

parsnips.

Container gardening is an excel-
lent option for limited spaces, and
if you need to protect some out-
door plantings during extended
periods of frost using covers like
cloches or fleeces is easy.

For the romantics, camellias are
in flower at this time of year, add-
ing a splash of colour to gardens in
the dark winter months.

They are a wonderful plant to
grow in the garden or a container
and tend to do best when planted

Camellias are
in bloom during
February.

B

or positioned in a sheltered or
shady position.

Depending on the variety, you
can have them flowering from
November through to April and
the range of colours is vast, from
light pinks to dark reds and stun-

ning whites with single, double and
other flower forms.

Out in the rest of the garden it’s
time to think about getting ready
from the main growing season —
and if there is one job to be done
this month it's applying organ-
ic fertilisers, such as well-rotted
manure or organic chicken manure
pellets, to your soil now.

Nutrients are released slowly, so
last for the whole life of many crops
and flowering plants. A mulch of
well-rotted manure also improves
topsoil structure.

Some of the other garden jobs
for February suggested by the RHS
are:

* Prepare vegetable seed beds

and sow some vegetables under

cover
* Chit potatoes
* Net fruit and vegetable crops to

keep the birds off
* Prune winter-flowering shrubs
that have finished flowering
* Divide bulbs such as snowdrops
* Lily bulbs can be planted in pots
* Prune Wisteria, Buddleia and

Hydrangea

* Renovate overgrown hedges with

pruning

* Clear up weedy beds before
mulching

* At the end of the month, start
cutting back deciduous orna-
mental grasses to allow new
growth to come through

As winter’s chill begins to settle across our
three counties, there’s a certain kind of beauty
that only this time of year brings.
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This, then, feels like the perfect moment to
launch ‘Seasons’ — our brand-new glossy
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This magazine is for you — our
readers, neighbours and local
businesses — and we can’t wait
to share the year ahead with
you, one beautiful season at a

time.

For even more detalls call 01926 : 17118 or 0121 270 2295

‘Seasons’ magazine is brought to you by your local ‘Observer’ Newspaper team
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Following the chaos of
Christmas, when hosting and
cooking are dialled to 11, the
kitchen can be left feeling quite
bland.

To refresh the space, Kenny
Aladenola, owner of Kitchen
Makeovers Coventry, has shared
his top tips — none of which will
break the bank.

Incorporate patterns

There are ways to embrace this
on a permanent level, such as tiles;
however, there are other ways to
incorporate unique designs on a
budget.

Adding a range of different soft
furnishings, such as pillows and
seat cushions with interchange-
able covers, means you can adapt
the design whenever you feel like
it. You could also have some fun
with larger items, such as rugs and
framed abstract prints, if you want
a standout feature without making a
permanent change.

Curate your storage spaces
This kitchen trend not only makes
things run more smoothly, but it
can also be incredibly satisfying.
This includes decanting goods into

matching jars, having dedicated
spaces for products, using drawer
dividers and creating custom solu-
tions.

This quiet sign of luxury can
make the heart of the home seem
well put together. Purpose-built
storage and larders take this tip to
the next level — and are, inciden-
tally, in the top two requests for
every kitchen renovation we carried
out in 2025.

Let it all out (well maybe just

some of it)

Having glasses, plates or goods
on display can give the space a
more personal and lived-in touch.

There are multiple ways to do this
— open shelving, glass-fronted doors
or simply organising items on your
countertop. Typically, our clients
either choose everyday items, such
as glassware and ambient fresh
ingredients, or cookbooks and their
most prestigious food mixer.

Tone into a trend
Sticking to outdated designs and
colours will naturally date your
kitchen, making it look older than
it really is — something that nobody
wants.

The Pantone Colour of the Year is
11-4201. Known as Cloud Dancer,
it is described as ‘a lofty white
that serves as a symbol of calming
influence in a society rediscover-
ing the value of quiet reflection’. If
you're someone who likes to keep
up with trends, try dressing your
kitchen in this calming colour — a
great way to counter the chaos
that typically happens in the heart
of the home. This could include
furnishings, kitchenware, ceramics
and cloth items such as tea towels
— simple changes with a variety of
price points.

Lighting that illuminates your
mood

Pendant lights over islands or

kitchen tables with the option to

replace light shades and bulbs give

you the flexibility to reinvent your
space whenever you feel like a
change.

Meanwhile, spotlights and strip
lighting inside cupboards or under-
neath worksurfaces can make the
space seem much brighter. You can
even use battery powered options
to simplify installation.

Love the planet while
respecting your bank account
When giving your kitchen a
facelift, consider using recycled
materials, sourcing from ethical
suppliers or purchasing from some-
where like Vinted to give unwanted
items a new home. Better yet, if you
fancy a fun DIY project, you could
upcycle goods to fit your style.
For electronics and appliances,
choose energy efficient options.
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Not only will the earth thank you,
but so will your bank account.

Dress for the season

Decorating your kitchen for spe-
cial occasions can be a fun way to
get that energy back.

I prefer having a dedicated space
that you can change with the turn of
the seasons so that friends and fam-
ily can have some fun. This could
include painted eggs for spring, a
drinks station for summer or pump-
kins during the autumn - all located
in the same spot where your kids
can help decorate and your guests
can await your next creation.

‘When the time comes to take on
a bigger renovation, you can check
out more tips at https:/kitchen-
makeovers.co.uk/

CELEBRATING

YEARS
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PUBLIC NOTICES
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Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

CORD LANE, EASENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable duct laying work.
Order Commences: 6 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 11 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Rugby Road, Easenhall Road,
Pailton Road, Cord Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Callan Connect, Tel: 01213 275 167.

CALVESTONE ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic at the
junction of Calvestone Road and Brocket Place.
Reason for Order: To safely enable the repair or
replacement of a manhole frame and cover.

Order Commences: 17 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 17 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Gold Avenue and vice versa.
Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389 363.

€213 RUGBY ROAD, CLIFTON UPON DUNSMORE
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from
Station Road to Butlers Leap.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 09.30hrs - 15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 2 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 2 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: Houlton Way, Hillmorton Lane,
Lilbourne Road, Main Street.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
MURRAY ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: For repair of defective

northbound and southbound carriageways, including
all roundabouts, from M6 junction 1 to D2571
Junction One Retail Park.

Reason for Order: Closures to enable carriageway
resurfacing and associated works. Temporary 30 mph
speed limit is required for the safety of all road users
and workforce whilst works are in progress.

Order Commences: 15 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 30 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Non-HGV Traffic — A4071, A45,
B4429, A45, A361, A5, A426 and vice versa. HGV
Traffic — A4071, A45, M45 from A45 (No access for
HGV’s through Dunchurch), A45, A361, A5, A426 and
vice versa. D6971 Central Park Drive — no suitable
diversion

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
MONTILO LANE, PAILTON & MONTILO LANE,
HARBOROUGH MAGNA

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable renewal of water
mains within carriageway & verge.

Order Commences: 16 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 22 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Lutterworth Road, Rugby Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.
EDGECOTE CLOSE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable the laying of
underground ducting.

Order Commences: 16 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 18 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: No diversion is available.

manhole covers and frame.

Order Commences: 6 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 6 February 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wells Street, Claremont Road,
Tom Brown Street and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389 363.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH FROM HAWLANDS T
GRASMERE CLOSE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to renew approx 220m of
water mains in footpath and verge.

Order Commences: 2 February 2026 for up to
6 months.

Anticipated Completion: 8 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Hawlands, Grasmere Close,
Footpath from Hawlands to Grasmere Close and
vice versa.

Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444,

SCHOOL LANE, HILL, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Sewer lining works, closed
07.00hrs - 19.00hrs.

Order Commences: 19 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 19 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Sapphire Utility Solutions, Tel: 07775714
473.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D2142 LIMESTONE HALL LANE, CHURCH
LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
A428 Coventry Road to Ling Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 15 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 15 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: A428 Coventry Road,
Coronation Road, Ling Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

DRIVE, B'

Order Effect: Leicester Road closed, both
northbound and southbound carriageways, including
all roundabouts, closed from M6 junction 1 to D2571
Junction One Retail Park — 1900 - 0500hrs all days.
Central Park Drive closed from its junction with the
A426 Leicester Road to Castle Mound Way/Coton Park
Drive, including roundabout joining Castle Mound Way
and Coton Park Drive — Sundays: 20.00hrs - 06.00hrs.
In addition, a 30mph speed limit will be imposed
effective 24hrs all days on A426 Leicester Road

Core Highways, Tel: 07979 296 733.

LANCASTER ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic. In
addition, vehicular traffic will be prohibited from
making a Right Turn from Newbold Road into
Lancaster Road.

Reason for Order: To enable repair/replacement of
defective manhole covers and frame.

Order Commences: 21 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 21 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Newbold Road, Wood Street.
Park Road and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 298 599.

LAWFORD LANE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic one
way from Bilton Methodist Church to a point outside
property number 17.

Reason for Order: To enable gas disconnection
works.

Order Commences: 18 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 20 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Lawford Lane, Bilton Lane,
Rugby Western Relief Road, Lawford Road, Addison
Road, Bilton Road, The Green, Main Street, Magnet
Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Cadent Gas, Tel: 0800 111 999.

B4109 HINCKLEY ROAD, WOLVEY
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
B4114 Lutterworth Road roundabout to Hinckley Road
leading to Burton Hasting.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 09.30hrs - 15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 16 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 20 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: B4114 Lutterworth Road,
Smockington Lane, A5 Watling Street, B4019 Hinckley
Road and vice versa. There will be no

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D6379 LADBROKE ROAD, BISHOPS ITCHINGTON
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic from
Fisher Road to The Greaves Way.

Reason for Order: Footway reconstruction and
associated works, 08.00hrs - 17.00hrs.

Order Commences: 16 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 20 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Fisher Road, Chapel Street,
Poplar Road, Old Road, Central Drive, Ladbroke Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

MILL STREET, HARBURY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between numbers 6 and 16 Mill Street.

Reason for Order: To safely enable works to
underground gas services.

Order Commences: 16 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 19 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Chapel Street, Park Lane,
Temple End, Farm Street and vice versa.
Contractor: Cadent Gas, Tel: 0800 111 999.
STOCKTON ROAD, STOCKTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Tree works on

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
—— ——
Act I990($ame\ded)
L R25/1050

Notice is hereby given of the p
Rugby Borough Council Proposed Submission
Local Plan for public consultation under

of the

CLOCK HOUSE, FRANKTON ROAD,
BIRDINGBURY, RUGBY, CV23 8EW
Listed building consent for proposed restoration

Regulation 19 of the Town and Country Planning
(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as

he public c ion will run from
Friday 30th January 2026 until 5:00pm on Friday
13th March 2026.

The Proposed Submission Local Plan, supporting

Procedure is available for
council’'s website:

of

Repr
inspection on the

https:// .rugby.gov.

In addition, hard copies are available for
i i e following locations:

local-ol |
pl

at the
Evreux Way, Rugby, CV

Elborow Street, Rugby,

C |

* Rugby Borough Council’
* Rugby Library and Information Centre, Little

* Dunchurch Community Library, The Green,
Dunchurch, Rugby, CV22 6PA

* Wolston Library and Information Centre,
Warwick Road, Wolston, Coventry, CV8 3GX.

s offices, Town Hall,
12 2RR,

Cv21 3BZ

the Representatlon Form
from the Council website

must be

d using
available to download

branches.

Order Commences: 16 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 20 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Stockton Road, Southam
Road, Coventry Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Shire Forestry and Fencing Ltd,
Tel: 07584 132 926.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website

:/ .rugb;
to the Council either:

1) By email to localplan@

subject line or,
2) By post to:

Rugby, CV21 2RR

information i is included in

gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

above weblink and in the

'gby.g
or |n hard copy at the locations listed above.
The Representation Form should be submitted

‘Proposed Submission Consultation’ in the

Proposed Submission Consultation
Development Strategy Team,
Town Hall, Evreux Way,

If you wish to be kept informed about future
stages of the local plan review, please state this
in your consultation response. Further

Procedure, also available at the

Consultation responses will be made available as

-plan-¢

rugby.gov.uk with

the Statement of

locations listed.

to/from Gipsy Lane via Hinckley Road whilst works
are in progress.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

Access & Diversion: Ferndale Road, Rugby Road,
Woodlands Road and vice versa.
Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389 363.

31/03/2026, after which date the Estate
vill be isbuted having regard mwto
te daims and et of vhi tey

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 29 Jan 2026

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 29 Jan 2026

DIXON ALDERTON LAW LIMITED,
P’m& House, 4a Dormer Place,

Planning & Govemance, set out within the Statement of Re| i
Py s presentatlon
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 29 Jan 2026 Pracadiine.
PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES | PUBLIC NOTICES
E—— —
Warwickshire County Council DOROTHY ALICE JACKSON (Deeased) , PAULINE mil#l‘m (nm)
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 Pt o e Tuske At 1925 any | Pusint o the Tstee
Warwickshire County Council has made the J0S Ty 50 g Jrors e 3 et o
k ineest i the st of e ,
following Temporary Traffic Orders: e of 39 Marriot Roa, Coventy, CV6 | named, e of 21 Limbrick Avenue
OUSTERNE LANE, FILLONGLEY 185, v ded on 11102125 ae | SO o ded on
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic. required to send writen paricuars M&mmmﬂ&qummwg
Reason for Order: To safely enable the repairs and | | teof o the undeSOred on r DO | e b 311032006,
replacement of a defective manhole frame and cover | | SU32026 fter which dete the ESite | g " Fit e the Estate wil be
at the Coventry Road junction. il be it hing regad onY 0 | et i only 1o the
edinsardntessafvticybae | S5O0 g ogd oy
Order Commences: 1 February 2026 for up to [ f /& m”;a” neestsofhch ey e | iimg and intersts o whih ey
18 months. GLASYERS SOLIITORS, have had notie.
Anticipated Completion: 1 February 2026. SHGmMnStreeLSumnnoﬂe\ﬂs nlxnu[ugsmomw ”m;g
Access & Diversion: Meriden Road & Coventry Road. | | yarfes e LR,
Contractor: CSP Tel: 07918 389 363.
Warwickshire County Council proposes to make WTICES MTICES
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
HEATHER ROAD, BINLEY W00DS SALLY HARRISON (Deceased) MICNAEIE' JOHN JILLINGS
Order Effect: Road Closed to vehicular traffic. st to e T At 1905 ary Pummm;‘eﬁm"m s
Reason for Order: To safely enable the repair or | | persons having  ciam aganst or an | persons having a caim ami"m,,"z
replacement of a defective manhole frame and cover. Eulfr%lrkw Eﬁéﬂ M'{:ﬂabfw M&Eﬁ, imeresul n mmiséage a; meHabove
: oriea ise Royal Leamington | name, late ndon House,
?gd’:z n(i:?mences. 17 February 2026 for up to DEHS uhodedon 512202, | Biminem e, Coventry, V8
icipate 17 February 2026. i o ond e s ( G5 10 S5R Y HETIEE 0
thereof t the undersgned on or bE0%e | hereof 1o the undersigned on or

before 31/03/2026, after which date
the Estate will be distributed having
regard only to the claims and
mtarests of which they have had

Anuels Solicitors LLP ,
117 119 New Unmn Street

of existing external sash windows.

This development may affect a Listed
Building

Application Number R25/1085

37B REGENT STREET, RUGBY, CV2I 2PE
Rear extension and a second floor extension
above an existing two storey building Class E
Office Building and change of use to Class C3
Residential for 2no. one bedroom flats and Ino.
studio flat.

This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R25/1126

53 HILLMORTON ROAD, RUGBY,

CV22 5AE

Variation of condition 2 (Updated Plans) to build
the boundary wall as a party wall of R25/0625.
This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R26/001 |

COLLEGE OF POLICING, LEAMINGTON
ROAD, RYTON-ON-DUNSMORE,

CV8 3EN

Variation of condition 4 of R22/1169 (Retention
of one and two storey office, conference, dining
and ancillary accommodation, car parking and
internal site access road) to allow retention for
up to 5 years.

This is a major development

Members of the public may inspect copies of the
application, the plans and documents submitted
with it online at:
www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby, CV21 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5. 00 pm Monday to Friday until

20 February 2026. Please note a planning
officer would not be present. If you wish to
make an appointment to discuss the application,
please contact the case officer.

Any person who wishes to make representation
to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online —
www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk (search for
application number and select comment) — or in
writing by that date to Chief Officer — Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.

If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at:
www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any
representations made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.
Nicola Smith

Chief Officer — Growth and Investment
MRTPI

JAMES CAIRNS
Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone having a_claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
52 Stamford Gardens, Rugby
Road, Leamington Spa, CV32
6DD, who died on 28/09/2019,

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PETER COWANS COCHRANE

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a cam against or an
Intrest in the Estte f the above named,

must send written particulars
to the address below by
31/03/2026, after which date
the Estate will be distributed
having regard only to claims and
interests notified.

Paul Robinson Solicitors
LLP

Regis House, 98 High Street,
Billericay, Essex, CMI12 9BT
RefleeHibel

It of Hawthome House, Jardine Cresoent,
Covetry, West Midands, CV4 905, who
died on 1908/2024, are required to send
witten  partculars thereof to the
undersigned on or before 31/03/2026, after
which date the Estate wil be distributed
having regard only to the claims and
terests of which they have had notice.
Band Hatton Button Soliciors,

Eatodon Park, 5355 Buts Road,
Coventry, OV1 3BH

PllBllE NOTICES

All your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices
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Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Contract Skips Ltd of Unit ], Princes Drive,
Kenilworth CV8 2FD is applying for a licence to|
use Tolldish Hall Farm, Parrots Grove CV2 INR as
an operating centre for 2 goods vehicles and
0 trailers.

The Observer, Friday January 30, 2026

SALES & WANT

MISCELLANEOUS
——

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

Owners or occupiers of land (i i

near the operating centres who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice. Representors must at the same
time send a copy of their representations to the|
applicant at the address given at the top of this:
notice. A Guide to Making Representations is

available at: WWW.gov. uk/governmen(/
publicatic g "eto- ki =p.

bjecti d-complaints-g hicle-
operator-licensing
PUBLIC NOTICES
S

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Bsidhu72 Ltd of 165 Woodway Lane,
Coventry, CV2 2EH is applying to change an
existing licence as follows to add 2 goods
vehicles and 2 trailers at the operating centre at
| Oban Road, Coventry, CV6 6HH

Owners or of land (i

near the operating centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written repi to

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline  chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

of 14 LH
Clubs  and
Clubs in
Condition
- Ping, Taylor
Made, Gallaway,
King Cobra £175
ono (Whitnash)
07819015716
MAHOGANY
Sideboard 3 drawer /
3 cupboards 940H x
1270L x 480D
GOOD Condition
£80 ono (Whitnash)
07879015716
PANASONIC
NS Vieta TV
TXL32C3B £30
ono (Whitnash)
07879015716

SET
Golf
Bag -
Good

the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their
reasons, within 21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy
of their representations to the applicant at the
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide
to Making Representations is available from the
Traffic Commissioner’s office.

PUBLIC
NOTIGES

Keeping you up to
date with all the
latest information
on Planning
Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods
Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences
To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

MERCHANT exercise
bike. Used once
cost £130 sell for
£75.01926 497598

GOLF Balls good
names & condition
100 balls £22 01564
784171

LADIES Coat
(Principles)  petite
size 14 bottle green
colour worn once
£30 01564 783223

HI-FI systemINT
Amplifier,
Turntable, CD
player, Speakers
£250 07947303157

3KW freestanding,
wall mountable
Dimplex ML series

convector  heater.
Used only once.
Cost  £95.  Still

have the box. £65.
Tel: 07813 706 158

_(Shirleyarea)

E CHAMEAU
Giverney jersey
lined ladies wellies.
Size 7. Supple strong
rubber.  Burgundy.
Cost £160. As new.
£90. 0121 430 3880

4 Solid Pine Dining
Chairs. Near
Stratford. £30 ono.
07816 572494

CAT Basket. Near
Stratford. £5. 07816
572494

MISCELLANEOUS
—

MAMAS & papas,
large rocking
horse on wooden
frame. very good
condition (collection
only) £50.00. Tel:
07934132759

BLACK wrought iron
ornate slimline wall
mirror.  decorative
frame with glass /
wrought iron leaves.
39” long x 12” wide
approx: £3.00. Tel:
07934132759

CARPET  offcut -
brand new, berber,
hard wearing, felt
backed, mid brown
/ cream mixture, no
matching pattern so
could cut & piece
together. size 6 foot
8 inches long x 2 foot
1 inch wide. £3.00.
Tele: 07934132759

LADIES m & s
classic fully lined
lightweight  jacket
with detachable
hood. light
turquoise. hardly
worn. size 12. £3.00.
(1  can forward

hotos if interested)
Tel: 07934132759

REVELATION
durable travel suit
/ garment bag, with

shoulder strap &
carry handle.two
hangers,  multiple

pockets, zip closure,
colour black. £3.00.
Tel: 07934132759
STEEL chassis trailer
fair condition,
6'x427x15” deep
.no reasonable offer
refused drive away
.Tel 07967401319
BLACK leather
armchair, very good
condition, cvl!
area.£45 (no cffers)
Tel 0796740131
SOLID oak bedside
cabinet £40
good  quality
07977913225
BRAND new £5 for
pair lhs and rhs
unused 07977913225
SINGLE bed with
hypnosis  mattress
vge flame retard
label. No marks.
£40 fully sprung
07977913225
BRAND new unused
£20 Squash racket
dunlop nanomax
racket and carrying
case with 2 yellow
dot squash balls
.07977913225
CREAM 4 faux and
suede high backed
dining room chairs
one chair marked at
the top but hardly

vge

used £20 01527
KIDNEY shaped 69901
dressing table with | READERS Digest
curtains and stool Creative ~ Cookery
Excellent condition Book VGC  £6
£75 07743 929558 01527853345
WANTED
L=

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING

DOUBLE!

, Hinges, Handl B!
indows or Doors
\ ,DoorsNdeows

DECORATING &
PAINTING

*PAINTING *DECORATING
*PLASTERING = >~

No job to small
Free Quotes
Clean & reliable
Call Chris on

07999 309410
01564 784243

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing * Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens
« Bathrooms ¢ Carpentry * Flat pack
furniture
* Tiling ¢ Painting
02476 443 996

07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE
LOGS
=

KITCHENS
—

i LOGS
INSTALLATIONS
FOR SALE
Mainly Ash

£120, £220, £390
loads delivered

Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

hCard, cash or
cheque payments
‘eken

Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our
website
www.rhtimber.uk

GIVEA
EXPERT A CALL!
Keep it LOCAL!

Check out our

E-Editions!

Coventry Observer.

www.coventryobserver.co.uk/editions
www.rugbyobserver.co.uk/editions
www.leamingtonobserver.co.uk/editions

on your mobile, tablet and émputer



The Observer, Friday January 30, 2026

Cross-

country gold

for Godiva Harriers
as Rainsley takes
individual honours

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

ATHLETICS: SIAN Rainsley
won individual gold represent-
ing Coventry Godiva Harriers
at the Midland Cross-country
Championships at Mallory
Park.

Rainsley took gold in the sen-
ior women’s race after breaking
clear at around the 3km mark to
finish in a time of 28 minutes 47
seconds.

And impressive runs from
Julie Emmerson in fifth, Amelia
Starling in 14th and Sophie Hurst
in 20th ensured Godiva also won
team gold with a total of 40
points.

Godiva won the team prize for
the first time since 1979 with the
club to proudly display the shield
and trophy in their clubhouse
until the end of the year.

Further back, Alice Dalglish
46th, Rowena Ockenden 86th,
Paige Zhang-Green 99th and Dewi
Dankmeyer 101st also completed
the course in Leicestershire.

Ockenden won a silver in her
age category while Zhang-Green
picked up bronze in her age cat-
egory.

In the senior men’s race, Joe
McLeod 24th led Godiva home
with Hossein Mohammadiha 38th,
Scott Hudspith 45th, Ed Griffiths
48th, Clark Roberts 51st and
David Cooper 56th.

Godiva’s men finished on 262
points as the team finished in
fourth place to just miss out on
a medal.

However, Roberts claimed indi-
vidual silver in his age category.

Further back, Matt Hadlum
68th, Pete Eccleston 81st, Liam
Kincaid 90th, Iain Souttar 100th,
Sam Katanda 103rd, Will Averill
115th, Michael Todd 119th, Chris
Hurst 128th, Waising Yip 132nd,
Lee Connelly 138th, Ed Sumner
150th, Kevin Otieno 163rd, Nick
Bennett 173rd and Martin Gittins
182nd all finished the race.

Hadlum claimed individual
bronze in his age category while
Hurst also took bronze in his age
category.

In the under-13 boys’ race,
Rocco Bynan and Olly Plumb
finished 25th and 30th respec-
tively.

And in the under-15 girls’
race, Grace Deavy finished 15th
with Philippa Warren 51st while
Maksymilian Mydlikowski placed
53rd in the under-15 boys’ race.

In the wunder-17 women’s
race, Matilda Taplin and Isabel
Faulkner finished 30th and 31st
respectively with Mohammad
Mohammadiha and Seb
MacGibbon 43rd and 53rd in the
under-17 men’s race.

And in the under-20 women’s
race, Shona Murray finished 17th
while Adam Jackson and Will
Chalmers placed 17th and 28th
in the under-20 men’s race.

Godiva athlete Sian Rainsley became Midlands champion in the
senior women’s race. Picture by Zaneta Pochylska/Nick Bennett.

-

Coventry’s senior women won the overall team prize. Picture by‘
Zaneta Pochylska/Nick Bennett.
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Blaze put seven goals past Fife at the
Skydome. Picture by Scott Wiggins.

Blaze power past Glasgow
and Fife to extend streak

ICE HOCKEY: COVENTRY Blaze
extended their winning run to five
matches with emphatic victories
against Glasgow Clan and Fife
Flyers respectively.

Blaze won 5-2 against Glasgow at
Braehead Arena and then romped
to a 7-2 victory against Fife at the
Skydome Arena.

The results mean Coventry sit
sixth in the Elite League table.

Blaze made a blistering start
against Glasgow in Scotland as
William Boysen struck just eight
seconds into the contest after
Elijiah Barriga won possession
from the centre-ice face-off.

However, Glasgow responded in
the second period at 23.11 when
Alex Forbes hit the puck out of
mid-air and past Blaze netminder
Mat Robson to score against his
former side.

And Brett Neumann completed
the turnaround for Glasgow at
27.49 when he finished on the
rush to leave the visitors stunned.

Coventry levelled the game at
32.15 as Jere Vertanen finished on
the powerplay with a point shot.

d Blaze went back in front
at 33.49 with another powerplay
goal as Grant Mismash redirected
a shot into the net after Glasgow’s
Daniel Tedesco conceded back-to-
back penalties.

The visitors extended their lead
at 34.27 when Grayson Constable
produced a clinical finish from
Colton Saucerman’s initial break.

Glasgow looked to respond in
the third period only for Robson
to make a total of 37 saves to fin-
ish the game with a 94.87 save
percentage.

And Blaze completed the scor-
ing at 52.03 when captain Kim
Tallberg lashed a blue-line shot
into the top corner.

Coventry then entertained Fife
on home ice and duly put the
struggling Flyers to the sword at
the Skydome.

The game marked the club’s
dedicated Pride Night fixture,
with the Elite League celebrating

inclusivity across the division’s
matches.

However, despite the final score-
line, Fife stunned Blaze at 1.53
when David Booth fired high past
Robson on the powerplay after
Mike Pelech committed a hooking
offence.

Coventry responded at 12.34 as
David Clements struck from the
blue-line to beat Shane Owen in
the Fife net.

And Blaze turned the game on
its head at 16.29 when Jordan
Power drove into the Fife zone
and finished past Owen from a
tight angle.

Fife equalised at 17.19 when
Keaton Jameson finished from
close range from Logan Neilson’s
feed.

However, Coventry reclaimed
the lead before the end of the first
period at 19.46 on the powerplay
as Boysen converted with 14 sec-
onds remaining before the first
intermission.

Blaze opened up a two-goal lead
at 26.44 when Vertanen unleashed
a trademark one-timer during a
four-on-four play.

And Coventry struck again at
28.45 as Matthew Gleason fin-
ished a loose puck to take the
game away from Fife.

Blaze continued to blitz the visi-
tors when Boysen scored his sec-
ond of the game on the 31-minute
mark as he tipped in Gleason’s

ass.

And Mismash completed the
scoring at 38.46 when he deflect-
ed Adam Robbins’ feed into the net
after both teams spurned power-
play chances.

The third period ended goalless
as Blaze comfortably saw out the
final 20 minutes of action.

Coventry are next in action
against Belfast Giants on Friday,
January 30 with the face-off at
Tpm at the SSE Arena Belfast.

Blaze then host Manchester
Storm on Sunday, February 1
with the face-off at 5.30pm at the
Skydome.

Winning run comes to end

RUGBY UNION: COVENTRY
Rugby saw their five-game win-
ning run come to an end fol-
lowing a 38-31 defeat away at
Bedford Blues.

Returning to action for the
first time since New Year’s Day,
Coventry surrendered a seven-
point lead at Goldington Road
but came away with two bonus
points.

Tries from Senitiki Nayalo,
Chester Owen, Jordon Poole
and Allan Ferrie twice put the
visitors 14 points ahead in the
first period.

However, Bedford halved
the deficit to seven points at
the interval and completed the
turnaround after the break.

The visitors registered just
three points in the second peri-
od as Tommy Mathews kicked
a late penalty to earn the away
side a losing bonus point.

And the result means Coventry
sit fifth in the Champ Rugby
table.

Coventry are next in action
against Chinnor on Saturday,
January 31 with kick-off at 3pm
at Butts Park Arena.



CRS LTD

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 |AT
ATF's are the ONLY legal way to scrap your vehicles

BUYERS
of all SCRAP Metals and SCRAP Vehicles
The ONLY authorised treatment facility in Malvern!
Best Prices Paid * Collection & Skip Drops Farm
Equipment, Copper, Brass etc. * 50 Ton Weigh Bridge
1.D REQUIRED - 01684 578081

www.crs-malvern.co.uk 6% '
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Valley end winless run with
Lichfield victory in thriller

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: GRANT Joshua
felt Rugby Town looked like an
‘attacking force’ in their home
win against Lichfield City.
Valley ended a four-game win-
less run with a 3-2 victory at Butlin
Road as debutant Kobi Bivens
scored a second-half winner.
allum Griffin own goal put
Lichfield ahead only for Rivel
Mardenborough and Caine Elliott
to turn the game in Rugby’s favour
before Harvey Smith levelled the
game for Lichfield.
The result means Rugby sit 16th
in the Northern Premier League
Midlands table, five points above

the relegation zone.

And Joshua praised his side’s
attacking intent but felt a more
clinical display would have put the
result beyond doubt.

Joshua said: “We spoke a lot
with the players in the build-up
about what a home performance
should look like from a Rugby
Town team.

“There are still bits to work on
defensively, but as an attacking
force, I'm really pleased.

“We looked a problem to deal
with, and if we’d been more clini-
cal in the last 10 to 15 minutes, it
wouldn’t and shouldn’t have looked
that close a game.

“I'm delighted for Kobi. This kid
doesn’t get flustered, he can really
finish and his all-round game was
quality too.

“We've played some really good
football, but we know it's only
three points and we’ll have to work
equally as hard in training and then
deliver that same attacking per-
formance against Basford.”

Lichfield ended a five-game
goal drought on 12 minutes when
Griffin headed the ball into his
own net under pressure from Joe

Haines at a free-kick.

However, Valley equalised seven
minutes later as Mardenborough
finished from close range after
Lichfield blocked Jack Concannon’s
goalbound effort on the line follow-
ing a 20-pass move.

And Rugby completed the turna-
round on 31 minutes when Elliott
scored from the penalty spot after
Geoffrey Lundoloki drew a foul in
the box.

Lichfield drew level four minutes
into the second half as Smith found
the net on the turn to restore par-

However, debutant Bivens pro-
vided the game’s decisive moment
on 56 minutes with a cool dinked
finish over Lichfield goalkeeper
Brendon Bunn.

Next up for Rugby is a home

game against Basford United
who head into the clash unbeaten
in their last 12 matches which
includes seven draws.

Joshua is sweating on the fitness
of Lundoloki who limped off in the
win against Lichfield.

Teenager Archie Murray replaced
Lundoloki after the former joined
Valley on a work experience loan
from Northampton Town.

And former Loughborough
Students and Anstey Nomads mid-
fielder Drew Lowe has also signed
to bolster Joshua’s squad.

Rugby host Basford on Saturday,
January 31 with kick-off at 3pm at
Butlin Road.

Jack Concannon slides the
ball past the keeper to set up
Town’s first goal. Picture by
Martin Pulley.
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