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MP hands in petition to
bring back urgent care

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A PETITION demanding the
government brings doctor-led
urgent care services back to
Rugby’s Hospital of St Cross has
been presented to parliament by
the town’s MP

John Slinger has handed in the
petition — signed by hundreds of
constituents — asking the gov-
ernment to work with the NHS
Coventry and Warwickshire
Integrated Care Board to upgrade
urgent care provision at the hospi-
tal to include a doctor-led service.

The hospital’s Accident and
Emergency service was downgrad-
ed to an Urgent Care Centre in the
late 1990s, when the NHS argued
that Rugby was not large enough
to provide sufficient opportunities
for clinicians to maintain their
services.

The town’s growth since then
has amplified calls for an improved
service.

Speaking in Parliament, Mr
Slinger said: “I welcome the
investment that has expanded and
improved services at the Hospital
of St Cross. But my constituents
want urgent treatment to improve
further and include more doctor-
led services.
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“I've raised this issue with minis-
ters and in the House of Commons.
Locally, I've convened roundtables

with stakeholders, including com-
munity health organisations, coun-
cillors, and campaigners to ensure

their voices are heard by local
health leaders.
“I have asked these leaders when

The Urgent Care Centre at the
Hospital of St Cross.

their review of urgent emergency
care will conclude.

“Now, I expect local health lead-
ers to take note and, more impor-
tantly, take action.

“The petitioners therefore
request that the House of Commons
urge the government to work with
NHS Coventry and Warwickshire
Integrated Care Board to ensure
that urgent care provision at the
Hospital of St Cross is retained and
enhanced, to include a doctor-led
urgent care service.”

Government investment has
helped to reduce waiting lists at
University Hospitals Coventry and
Warwickshire (UHCW) NHS Trust
by 3,632 since the general election
in 2024 - despite record demand
for services in 2025.

And ambulances in Warwickshire
are responding to Category 2 inci-
dents like heart attacks and strokes
in 25 minutes on average — down
from 39 minutes last year.

Mr Slinger said he would contin-
ue pushing for improvements with
the government in Westminster,
local health leaders, local cam-
paign groups and citizens.

DRWN\ES |

Are you looking to improve or enlarge

your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a beautiful new patio or driveway in B
Coventry, Bromsgrove, Redditch, Solihull, Leamington,
Kidderminster and Birmingham

* We've designed and built just about every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not be phased by your project.

« We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction and unlike other driveway

5 Year guarantee

companies, with us you pay absolutely nothing upfront.
* Give us a call and you could save upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk
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Championing the needs of Rugby residents since 1991 and delivering the news to you every week
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Awards shortlist

THE FINALISTS for a major awards event in the
region have been revealed.

The Coventry & Warwickshire Business and
Community Awards, presented by Coventry
and Warwickshire Chamber of Commerce,
has announced the 60 businesses, community
groups and individuals competing for 11 titles.

The finalists were chosen from more than 150
entries after a rigorous independent judging
process involving business and civic leaders
from across the region.

Each finalist will meet with their category judg-
es to help decide the final winners, who will be
announced at a celebration event on Thursday,
April 23, at Coventry’s Belgrade Theatre.

Corin Crane, chief executive of Coventry and
Warwickshire Chamber of Commerce, said:
“We are thrilled to announce our finalists for
the Coventry and Warwickshire Business and
Community Awards 2026.

“We were absolutely blown away by the qual-
ity and quantity of entries and our judges have
spent the past few weeks making the really
tough decisions to decide on the final short-
lists.

“There are some incredible business and
community organisations — as well as inspiring
individuals — on the list, from micro businesses
right through to some of the biggest employers
in the region, which shows the true diversity of
our economy in Coventry and Warwickshire.

“We are so grateful to all of our sponsors and
judges. Without them this just couldn’t happen,
and we are looking forward to another fantastic
celebration evening at the Belgrade Theatre in
April.

“People are still talking about how much they
enjoyed last year’s event and we’re aiming to
top that this time.”

Visit www.cw-chamber.co.uk/awards to see
the list of nominees and for more information.

Chief constable
announces departur

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THE CHIEF constable of
‘Warwickshire Police is set to
leave the force, and the pro-
fession, after two decades in
policing.

Alex Franklin-Smith has announced
his decision to pursue new opportuni-
ties after nearly 24 years in polic-
ing — 19 of which have been with
‘Warwickshire Police.

Reflecting on a career span-
ning the Surrey, West Mercia and
‘Warwickshire forces — plus a second-
ment with the National Crime Agency
— Chf Const Franklin-Smith described
serving in the role as the ‘absolute
highlight and privilege’ of his polic-
ing career.

He said: “Policing plays a pivotal
role in society and is often described
as a job like no other.

“I am biased, but I believe the
‘Warwickshire public are incredibly
fortunate to have the talented and
hard-working officers and staff com-
mitted to protecting them day in and
day out.

“Policing has given me an immense
level of job satisfaction but, at 44

years of age, I very much consider
myself to be mid-career and, while I
will be sad to leave the role of chief
constable, I am excited to have an
opportunity to move to the private
sector, helping to deliver improve-
ments and much-needed reform
across the public safety, justice and
policing sectors.

“I will take with me many career
highlights but none will match the
level of pride I have felt in these
last 18 months leading Warwickshire
Police.

“I wish my policing colleagues well
and look forward, as a Warwickshire
resident, to watching the force’s con-
tinued upward trajectory.”

‘Warwickshire police and crime com-
missioner Philip Seccombe thanked
Mr Franklin-Smith for his service
and his commitment to Warwickshire
since joining the county force, in
2007.

Mr Seccombe said: “While I am
sorry to see him leave, I understand
this was an opportunity he felt was
simply too good to refuse so I wish
him and his family all the best for
the future.

“During his time in charge of
‘Warwickshire Police, Alex has begun
important work to shape a new cul-
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ture in the force, with a clear
focus on delivering for residents
while improving the stand-
ards and behaviours com-
munities rightly expect.
“I am confident that
the progress that has
been made so far will
continue and that it
will form a strong lega-
cy for his successor to
build upon. I will con-
tinue to support this
work to ensure that
the public receives a
service they can trust
and rely upon.

“Arrangements
for interim leader-
ship — post-April —
alongside a proc-
ess to recruit a
new chief consta-
ble, will be put in
place. Updates will
be provided as they
are finalised.

“I look forward
to continuing to
work with Alex
until he leaves us
for his new posi-
tion.”

Outgoing
Warwickshire Police
chief constable Alex

Franklin-Smith. s

As recommended on

Daynurseries.co.uk, please visit 4

to see what our parents say

Saturday 7th March from 10am - 12pm
walk-ins welcome

Providing a fully inclusive service for families with
children aged 6 weeks to 5 years from 7.30am to 6.30pm

Emscote House

Now taking registrations
We’d fove to show na'u around

b oms "
T: 01926 425067
E: emscote.house@childbase.com

Emscote House Day Nursery and Preschool, 46 Warwick Place,
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 5DE

If you are a
working parent
you could be
eligible for 30 hours
a week of free
childcare.

At gmscote House
the warm and
welcoming environment
ensures that your
child’s individual needs
are prioritised, and
their interests
nurtured.

=
=,

Ofsted

Good
Provider

Scan me for full
nursery details

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

PHOENIX 'COACHES .

March Adult  Child
3rd Melton Mowbray £29.00 £22.00
7th York £27.00 £22.00
17th Cotswold Market & Broadway £27.00 £22.00
21st Afternoon Tea & Litchfield £33.00 £28.00
31st Liverpool £29.00 £22.00
April

8th Cheddar Gorge & Clarkes Shopping Village £30.00 £24.00
11th London........cceveirevinns £30.00 £24.00
14th Cotswolds & Broadway £29.00 £24.00
May

5th Pub Lunch............ £31.00 £25.00
16th Black Country Museum £27.00 £24.00
26th Lunch & Entertainment £37.00

20th Skeaness .. i £29.50 £24.00
30th Camden Market £30.00

June

6th Gloucester Docks & Quays .£26.00 £20.00
13th Bath £30.00 £25.00

Eastbourne - The Haddon Hall Hotel 29th March- 2nd April 26. 5 Days/4 Nights £320 Per Person
Price includes- All coach hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening meal & Breakfast, 1/2 price bar,
entertainment package, Day excursions & An Afternoon Tea

Scotland- Waverley Castle Hotel 27th-31st May 26. 5 Days/ 4 Nights £425 Per Peron

Price Includes- All Coach Hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
Excursions, Admission to Falkirk Wheel, and Admission to Ainwick Castle

Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights £295 Per Person.
Price Includes- All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
excursions, Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

See
page

29

Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...
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Isaiah Taitt. s

Dequarme Lennox. s

Andrew Wallance. s

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

AN ORGANISED crime gang has been
jailed for a total of more than nine
years following a British Transport
Police (BTP) county lines taskforce
investigation.

Drug dealer Andrew Wallance, 22, of
Bridget Street in Rugby, pleaded guilty to
assault of an emergency worker, offering
to supply crack cocaine, offering to supply
heroin, and possession with intent to supply
crack cocaine and heroin.

He was sentenced at Warwick Crown Court
to three years and five months in jail.

His accomplices, Isaiah Taitt and Dequarme
Lennox, were both jailed in November last
year at Warwick Crown Court for their involve-
ment in running the drugs line.

Taitt, 24, of West London, pleaded guilty
to offering to supply crack cocaine and
heroin and was jailed for two years and nine
months.

Lennox, 22, of Telford, was jailed for three
years after pleading guilty to offering to sup-
ply crack cocaine and heroin.

The court heard how, on January 20 last
year, intelligence led BTP’s county lines
taskforce to an address in Northamptonshire
which was being used as a ‘trap house’: a base
to sell drugs.

After forcing entry to the property, offic-
ers located Wallance, who had internally
secreted a package suspected to contain class
A drugs.

He was arrested and, while in custody,
became aggressive when officers advised him
he would need to go to hospital, kicking one
of them and knocking him off balance.

A
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County lines trio
jailed after raids

Wallance subsequently had to be carried
into a police van to hospital where the pack-
age was recovered and confirmed to be crack
cocaine and heroin.

Wallance was bailed while the taskforce
launched an investigation into the operation
of the drugs line. Analysis revealed another
two people were involved.

Multiple drug trafficking messages between
the three men were recovered from Wallance’s
phone, proving they were working together to
supply class A drugs.

Officers from the taskforce executed war-
rants at addresses in Rugby, London and
Telford in the early hours of March 12.

Wallance, Taitt and Lennox were arrested
and the drugs-line phone, a large knife dis-
guised as a bike pump, drugs and £9,000 in
cash were seized in the raids.

After nearly 24 hours in custody, the three
men were charged with a total of 10 offenc-
es.
Referring to drug operations across local
authority and police borders, BTP Det. Insp.
Matt Davies said: “This is a hugely significant
result in our crackdown on county lines.

“Three men who operated a once thriving
drugs line are now behind bars and the illegal
drugs they peddled have been taken off the
streets, along with a potentially lethal weap-
on. This could not have been achieved without
the efforts of colleagues at the Metropolitan
Police, as well as Warwickshire, West Mercia
and Northamptonshire Police.

“Working together means we combine our
individual resources to hunt down those who
profit from the sale of drugs and exploit oth-
ers.

“Make no mistake, if you’re using the net-
work to deal drugs, we’ll be catching up with
you very soon.”

For more information, or to book, please call

Witness appeal after fatal crash 03332 342 514 quote 0s6

A DRIVER died in a car crash in Lutt-
erworth.

A silver Volkswagen Golf, a black Honda
Civic and a white Scania lorry collided
on the A4303 westbound - just off the
roundabout for junction 20 of the M1 —
just before 6pm on Wednesday, February
11. The lorry was parked in a layby.

The Golf driver, a man in his 30s, was
pronounced dead shortly afterwards.

No other injuries were reported and no-
one was arrested.

DC Madeleine Hayes, from Leicestershire
Police’s serious collision investigation unit

said: “Enquiries to establish the circum-
stances of what happened are continuing
and I'd like anyone who can help but who
has not yet spoken to us to come forward.
I'm particularly keen to speak to anyone
with a dashcam who witnessed the colli-
sion, or saw either the Golf or Civic.

“Anything you're able to provide, no
matter how insignificant you think it is,
could help.”

Visit https://tinyurl.com/43fefsav, or
call Leicestershire Police on 101, to pass
on information, quoting incident 518, of
February 11.

Crimestoppers offers finders’ reward

Brady Winterburn, 21. s

A £1,000 reward is on offer to any-
one who can help police locate
a man with links to Rugby and
Coventry.

The reward, from independent
charity Crimestoppers, is available
for information which leads police to
Brady Winterburn, aged 21.

Officers want to speak to him
in connection with an aggravated
burglary which took place at a flat in
Rugby on Monday, January 19.

Police located a 22-year-old man
in relation to the incident, following
a previous appeal.

The reward is for information
given exclusively to Crimestoppers
and which helps police to locate
Winterburn. Anyone with informa-
tion should contact Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111 and cite Incident
349, of January 19.

To claim the reward, complete
a form on the charity’s website, at
https://crimestoppers-uk.org, and
type ‘reward request’ in any text
box. Then create a ‘keep in contact’
account. When contacting the char-
ity’s UK-based contact centre, call-
ers must ask for a code.

Scenic Cumbria
& the Lovely Lake District
Departing Thu 25 Jun ‘26

Come and experience the Lovely Lake District
with excursions to idyllic towns, a nostalgic

FEEREEESE A mustpiot

Reader Travel

F

Little Trains of Norfolk & the
Mississippi Paddle Steamer
Departing Mon 3 Aug ‘26

The beautiful county of Norfolk is characterised by
charming seaside towns, and unspoilt coastline.

heritage railway, a Lake Windermere cruise

as well as entrance to the magical World of

Beatrix Potter Attraction. This deserves a top spot

on your ‘must-do’ list!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Rughby, Coventry

¢ 4 nights at the Holiday Inn Express,
Barrow-in-Furness {JG3 rating) with dinner &
breakfast

+/ Heritage train journey on the Lakeside &
Haverthwaite Railway

¢ Cruise on Lake Windermere

¢ Scenic drive through Cumbria

¢/ Excursions to Bowness-on-Windermere, the

World of Beatrix Potter Attraction, Ulverston,
Grasmere, Kendal

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ 4 nights at the Prince Guest House,
Great Yarmouth (JG2+ rating) with dinner &
breakfast

+/ 99p bar on selected drinks for 3 hours every
evening (April only)

¢/ Entertainment some evenings (at the Nelson &
Waverley Hotels only)

¢/ Heritage train journeys on the
North Norfolk Railway & Bure Valley Railway

¢/ Mississippi Paddle Steamer cruise on the
Norfolk Broads

¢/ Excursion to Cromer & Sheringham
Optional excursion to Norwich (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £519

Single Supplement £80

5 Days by Coach only £429

Single Supplement £140

ms & conditi

lion, afler wh

I for full cetails

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

n justgohols

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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Representatives
from Coventry

BID, Coventry City
Council and West
Midlands Police :
celebrate the Purple
Flag award. s

by Andy Morris
anmdy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

NIGHT-time safety initia-
tives in Coventry city centre
have been awarded a major
international accreditation
for the first time.

The city has secured Purple Flag
status, recognising it as a safe des-
tination after dark.

The award highlights Coventry
city centre; Earlsdon High Street;
and the Kasbah, in Primrose Hill
Street, as a ‘safe, entertaining,
diverse and enjoyable night out’.

Coventry Business Improvement
District (BID), Coventry City
Council (CCC) and West Midlands
Police have been working to raise

standards and ensure safe nights
out for residents, visitors and city
centre workers.

Coventry Community Safety
Partnership’s city centre manage-
ment and safety measures include
licensing and compliance activity;
taxi safeguarding checks; the Ask
for Angela ‘safe word’ scheme; Best
Bar None, in which customers iden-
tify well-run bars; and terrorism
preparedness activity under the
Protect and Prepare programme.

Purple Flag assessors from
the Association of Town Centre
Management visited Coventry in
November.

Joanne Glover, chief executive of
Coventry BID, said: “The safety of
visitors is our highest priority so it
is fantastic to have received Purple

Flag recognition after many years
of hard work. It was great to hear
how impressed the assessors were
with the collaboration shown, and
their feedback that they were sur-
prised we had not applied sooner,
speaks volumes.”

CCC deputy leader, council-
lor Abdul Salam Khan, said: “The
accreditation reflects years of hard
work led by Coventry City Council’s
regulation and community safety
teams and our partners, demon-
strating our commitment to a safe,
vibrant, well-managed city centre.

“We want our city centre to feel
safe and welcoming and I'm grateful
for the efforts of the council, Police,
BID officers and Coventry street
pastors, as well as so many hospi-
tality venues, in achieving this.

The assessment process helped

us showcase the city’s many fan-
tastic venues and the feedback we
received from the assessment team
was overwhelmingly positive.”

West Midlands Mayor Richard
Parker said: “Purple Flag status is
hard to achieve and it reflects the
dedication of Coventry BID and the
council in making the city a vibrant,
safe and well-managed place after
dark. Everyone using our pubs,
clubs and venues, as well as the
100,000 people working in hos-
pitality, deserves to feel safe and
supported. That’s why I set up the
nighttime economy commission: to
support venues, protect jobs, and
help the sector thrive.”

Chief Insp. Hamir Godhania, from
West Midlands Police, said: “We
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are incredibly proud that Coventry
has been awarded the Purple Flag
accreditation. West Midlands Police
work closely with the BID, council
and other emergency services to
ensure we are doing our very best
for Coventry’s evening and night-
time economy.

“We want everyone to feel safe
when visiting Coventry. We have
three dedicated neighbourhood
teams for the city centre, a prior-
ity crime team, response units and
specialist teams like project guard-
ian, who proactively seek out those
wanting to cause harm.

“We want to continue to reduce
antisocial behaviour and violence
across the city and the Purple Flag
accreditation is just another step
closer to achieving this.”

““pound for f the
are the best’

INTERNATIONAL METALS &

&Y

5> GABLE RECYCLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am-5pm
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Musician Bill
moved to finish
his album in
memory of son

A MUSICIAN has released
a heartfelt new album to
raise money for Myton
Hospice, the charity that
cared for his son during
his final days.

Every penny raised from
the sale of Bill Bates’ album
Madhouse will go directly
to the hospice in gratitude
for the care and support
his family received when his
son Matthew became seri-
ously ill.

The former Observer jour-
nalist, from Whitnash, was
diagnosed with a rare form
of kidney cancer in 2014
and passed away two years
later aged just 27.

Bill said his songwrit-
ing came to a halt dur-
ing Matthew’s illness and
remained unfinished follow-
ing his loss.

“I had songs half-written
but I completely lost the
motivation to finish them,”

he explained.

“After Matthew died, they
stayed in a drawer and I
honestly didn’t think I'd
ever complete them.”

The project was brought
back to life after a con-
versation with his wife,
Louise, who asked for a CD
of his songs as a Christmas
present.

“That one simple request
gave me the push I needed
to go back, finish the songs
and turn them into some-
thing meaningful,” said Bill.

The album features a
mixture of humorous and
reflective songs, each car-
rying personal significance
and telling different stories
shaped by life’s challenges
and emotions.

Bill praised Myton Hospice
for the support they gave
Matthew and his family.

“They don’t just provide
medical care. They offer

kindness, dignity and incred-
ible emotional support when
families need it most.”

Matthew was himself a tal-
ented musician and record-
ed an album shortly before
his death which he wanted
to provide a lasting legacy
and have a positive impact
on those who heard it.

Bill's album Madhouse is
available as both a physi-
cal CD or digital download,
with all proceeds supporting
Myton Hospice and the serv-
ices they provide to families
across the region.

The album can be pur-
chased via the Myton
Hospice JustGiving page or
Bandcamp, and donations
are also welcomed.

For more information or
to purchase the album, visit
www.justgiving.com/page/
bill-bates-cd or billbates.
bandcamp.com/album/mad-
house
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BILLBATES

mathouse

ol

Bill Bates’ album
adhouse will
be raising funds

Matt Bates, him-
self a talented
usician, record-
ed an album
shortly before he
died in 2016.

HAVE A 10 YEAR

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and little overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full fitted

competltwe Prices

BILL MOORE

INSURANCE
BACKED

waneaty - A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL

01789 415 N 071129 589239 www.billmooreswindowsantdoors.co.uk
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Unclaimed

HIDDEN wealth in Rugby is going
unclaimed.

New figures from the Office for
National Statistics reveal there are
five estates in the town which have
not been claimed due to the lack of
a rightful heir.

When a person dies without leav-
ing a valid will, their estate is distrib-
uted to their relatives unless none
can be found, in which case it passes
to the Crown as ownerless property.

Laura Stuart, a partner at town
solicitors Brethertons, said: “Across
England and Wales, many estates go
unclaimed every year; likely because
no will was left, or no known heirs
have come forward.”

“We’re shining alight on unclaimed
estates registered across the regions
we serve. By monitoring the latest
updates, we aim to raise awareness
and encourage people to check for
family connections that could entitle
them to a forgotten inheritance.”

Anyone who believes they might
be entitled to an unclaimed estate
is advised to check the UK govern-
ment’s unclaimed estate list at www.
gov.uk/government/statistical-data-
sets/unclaimed-estates-list.

CHRISTMAS ANTIQUE

& VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 22ND FEBRUARY
ENTRY 9AM - 2PM

Sky Blue Sports Connexion Ryton on Dunsmare CV8 3FL
Freg parking & café - Entry £3, under 16's FREE
Dogs are welcome

Gontact 07839 445024 www.gitairs.co.uk
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Fund closes after seventy

years of handing

A CHARITABLE fund in Rugby
which has given away over
£17million has reached the end
of its 70-year lifespan.

The Rugby Group Benevolent
Fund has announced that it has
formally closed as of the end of
December, marking the end of
seven decades of charitable sup-
port for communities connected to
the former Rugby Group, RMC and
Cemex UK operations.

Formed in 1955 and established
as a registered charity in 1973, the
fund has been managed throughout
its history by a group of Trustees,
all former employees, who have
worked to ensure the organisa-
tion’s philanthropic legacy reached
those who needed it most.

Over the last 70 years, the Fund
has distributed more than £17 mil-
lion to a wide range of beneficiar-
ies including charities, charitable
organisations, youth and commu-
nity groups.

Support has focused on Rugby
and other communities surrounding
existing or former cement plants,
including Southam, Barrington,
Kensworth, Lewes, Chinnor,
Rochester and South Ferriby.

In the Rugby area, the fund has
provided substantial donations
to hospices including Myton and
Helen Ley House, health facilities
such as the Friends of St Cross,
family support organisations such
as Children in Touch, youth clubs
such as the Bradby Club, com-

munity groups such as the Benn
Partnership Centre, and adult sup-
port organisations such as Hope 4
Rugby and Age Concern.

The Fund’s Chair for the last 20
years and a trustee for a total of
25 years, Graeme Fuller, passed
away on December 1.

A former HR Director of Rugby
Cement, Graeme had put eve-
rything in place as required to
secure the proper closure of the
Fund, but sadly was not able to
oversee the final few weeks of its

out cash

Pictured last September, the late Graeme
Fuller (centre), Chair of the Rugby Group
Benevolent Fund, and Trustee lan Southcott
(right) present a £100,000 cheque to Friends
of St Cross President Willy Goldschmidt (left).
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existence.

Rugby Group Benevolent Fund
Director and Trustee Ian Southcott
said: “It has been a privilege to
continue the long-standing tradi-
tion of giving that began many
decades ago within the Rugby
Group.

“The fund’s purpose has always
been to support the wellbeing of
our local communities and former
colleagues, and we are incred-
ibly proud of the positive impact
achieved over the past 70 years.

SEFrEMBER 2025

£100,000

“As the fund reaches the natu-
ral conclusion of its journey, we
would like to extend our heartfelt
thanks to everyone who has con-
tributed, partnered with us, or
benefited from this work.

“The closure reflects the comple-
tion of the Fund’s planned charita-
ble lifecycle, with all remaining
commitments now fulfilled.

“The present trustees and their
predecessors can be justly proud
of the contribution the fund has
made over seven decades.”

Reflexology Support for Diabetics

= = C

For people living with diabetes who experience numb, cold or painful feet.

&

w " Improves Circulation and Nerve Function

 Relieves Burning, Tingling & Numbness
«/ Helps Reduce Foot Pain & Rigidity

/' Promotes Oxygen & Blood Flow
| (Holistic support, not a medical treatment’)

Specialised Reflexology for Neuropathy and
Circulation Issues

GentleﬁReﬂeonfogy to Support Blood Flow & Revivalﬂof Sensation

Book with Silvia Codrean

] phoenixwéllness.uk@gmail.com

?_ 07383 524309

Appointments available weekly at Balm Clinic
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Coventry
Families

Coventry North West MP Taiwo Owatemi (centre) visited the Mosaic Famlly Hub

to see how the initiative supports families.

‘Trailblazer’

Family

Hubs

set for £6m
funding boost

HELP for families with young children in
Coventry has been boosted by a funding
windfall.

Coventry City Council has secured
&£6.1million in government funding over the
next three years to continue and expand its
award-winning Family Hubs programme and
its Start for Life healthy babies programme.

The investment recognises Coventry’s sta-
tus as one of 13 national ‘trailblazer’ sites for
family support.

Family Hubs provide free services for chil-
dren, young people and families from preg-
nancy through to age 18, including parent-
ing courses, infant feeding advice, perinatal
mental health services, help with child devel-
opment, access to computers and data, warm
spaces, travel schemes, free clothing, energy
and income advice, and free children’s hair-
cuts during school holidays.

Coun Patricia Seaman, the council’s Cabinet
Member for Children and Young People,
said: “This significant investment is fantastic
news for Coventry’s families and shows the
government’s confidence in our approach to
supporting children and parents.

“Our Family Hubs have become vital com-
munity resources, offering everything from
expert health advice to practical help with
the cost of living.

“We know that the early years are abso-
lutely critical for children’s development,
and this funding will help us reach even more
families who need support.

“Whether you're a first-time parent looking
for advice, a family facing challenges, or just
want to connect with other parents in your
area, our Family Hubs are here for you.

“I'm particularly proud that Coventry has
been recognised as a national trailblazer.
This funding allows us to continue leading
the way in giving every child the best pos-
sible start in life.”

She said the service had already made a
positive impact over the past four years.

She added: “Families tell us how valu-

able the support has been, and we’ve built
a strong parent voice network of over 400
parents who help shape what we offer.

“This continued funding means we can
develop our services further and reach even
more families who could benefit.”

Coventry North West MP Taiwo Owatemi
said the funding was a boost for families
across the city.

She visited the Mosaic Family Hub and
met with Michelle Wallace, Parenting Lead in
Children’s Services, to see how the initiative
supports families.

Ms Owatemi said: “This funding recognises
how important Family Hubs are as a source
of trusted support from pregnancy right
through to young adulthood.

“As the mother of a young child, I under-
stand the pressures that parents face and just
how much this kind of support can mean to
families.

“Visiting Mosaic Family Hub was a power-
ful reminder of the difference these services
make.

“Alongside wider action to help parents
keep their children safe online, this shows
a joined-up approach to backing families
and giving children the best possible start
in life.”

By 2028, the programme aims to help over
70 per cent of Coventry children achieve a
‘good level of development’ by the time they
are five, with a particular focus on reducing
inequalities for disadvantaged children.

Over the next three years, the council
plans to expand the network of Family Hubs
in partnership with health services, schools,
and community organisations.

The new funding follows Coventry’s suc-
cessful delivery of the previous Family Hub
and Start for Life Programme, which brought
S6million to the city between 2022 and
2026.

All services delivered through Family Hubs
are free. Visit www.coventryfamilies.co.uk
for more information.
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Para-dressage star
heads to Qatar for
prestigious event

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

A PARA-dressage rider
from Alcester is preparing
to compete on one of the
world’s biggest equestrian
stages.

Sara Bates’ chance place in the
prestigious CHI Al Shagab compe-
tition in Qatar this weekend, is the
culmination of more than a dec-
ade of grit and elite-level perform-
ance, following her diagnosis with
multiple sclerosis (MS) in 2012.

Sara said: “I didn’t even really
know what MS was at the time.
I just carried on riding and tried
to ignore it. It took me about five
years to accept that something
wasn’t right and I needed to think
about leaving the able-bodied
dressage events to join the para-
dressage world properly.”

A lifelong horsewoman, Sara
had competed in eventing before
her diagnosis. She was formally
graded in para-dressage in 2017,
entering the sport at grassroots
level before climbing the ranks.
Today she is ranked 13th in the
world in her classification, and is
among Britain’s most consistent
para-dressage competitors.

Sara says Sir Lee Pear-
son, 14-times Paralympic Games
gold medallist, played a role in
helping her climb the rankings not
only in the para-dressage but also
in the able-bodied standings.

She said: “Sir Lee came and
commented on my para dressage
tests and then he encouraged me
to have some lessons with him.
He has given me lots of valuable
advice and has really pushed me
to the extent that I am going up
the ranks in the able-bodied too,
riding regularly at dance medium,
which is just below the highest
level, of advanced.”

Also central to her success, said
Sara, is Tango, her 17-year-old,
home-bred mare, who has made
the long journey to the Middle
East ahead of the Al Shaqab com-
petition.

The logistics were formidable.
Tango first travelled to Belgium
before flying on to Doha under
strict welfare conditions while
Sara and her groom — her daugh-
ter Megan — followed separately.

At CHI Al Shaqab, Sara will com-
pete against some of the strongest
riders in the world, including the
current world number one, from
the United States.

The dressage ace said: “If I can

get anywhere close to their marks,
I'll be delighted. My goal is simply
to show Tango off to the best of
her ability and enjoy every sec-
ond. You never know if you Il get
another chance like this.”

Managing MS alongside elite
sport requires constant planning
and adaptation. Sara rides daily,
starts work from early morning
and carefully builds rest into her
routine to manage fatigue — one of
the most challenging symptoms of
the condition.

Para-dressage permits riders to
use approved adaptations, includ-
ing specialist reins and additional
riding aids, ensuring competition
remains fair while enabling ath-
letes to perform at the highest
level.

Following Doha, Sara plans to
continue competing international-
ly, with her sights set on breaking
into the world top ten this year.

She added: “I'm 55, Tango’s in
her late teens — we’re not the obvi-
ous candidates! But if you keep
working hard and stay positive,
you never know where it might
take you. And of course, I couldn’t
do all of this without the support
and love from my friends and fam-
ily, who are there for me every
single day.”
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Sara and Tango are ready to

compete on one of the world’s

biggest equestrian stages. s
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GODIVA CARPETS LTD Argyle House, Collingwood Road, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 6HW. Tel: 02476 551200

EXTRA 10% OFF ALL STOCK e OVER 300 ROLLS IN STOCK

Fantastic and huge range of beautiful Carpets and Flooring to choose from, and at prices to suit every budget
Godiva Carpets, a local family husiness, have been carpeting the homes and husinesses in Coventry since 1953

GODIVA CARPETS

A family business trading since 1953
r online store www.godivacarpets.co.uk OPENING TIMES: 9AM - 5.30 PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY. CLOSED ON SU
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ZBED FACTORY

Trading since 1989
3 floors full of beds
(We are bigger than we look)
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6 TYPES OF ELECTRIC
ADJUSTABLE BEDS NOW ON
SHOW SOME WITH MASSAGE
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Attention Arthritis Sufferer's
Revealed The Hidden Secret Of How To Massively Reduce Pain

And Discomfort, Without The Need For Expensive Drugs Or Surgery!!!!

Mammoth Centre of Excellence
We at the Bed Factory Leamington are proud to have been
awarded by Mammoth the title of Centre of Excellence
This is due to the fully trained staff and the display of the
complete range of the new Mammoth Medical grade mattresses.
We are recommended by Chiropractors and Doctors for our
range of pressure relieving mattresses.

INPARTNERSHIP WITH
CHARTERED A
SOCIETY BRIGHT IDEAS
OF IN HEALTH
PHYSIOTHERAPY AWARDS

Look at our

trustpilot reviews at
uk.trustpilot.com

For the last decade Mammoth has built a reputation as a leader in

health and wellbeing - the brand that brought Medical Grade™ foam and
PostureCells® to the mattress market. Scientific testing, health award wins
and an exclusive partnerships with the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy
have made it the go-to name for those who need genuine comfort, pain
relief and a great night's sleep.

Born out of healthcare and based on the pressure relieving materials used in
medical beds on spinal injury units, Mammoth's secret ingredient is Medical
Grade™ foam — a naturally cooling, pressure-relieving but supportive material
that's shown to be far superior to standard memory foam.

Unlike memory foam, Medical Grade™ foam doesn't require heat to become
pliable, nor does it lock sleepers in place where they may seize up with aches
and pains. Instead, Medical Grade™ foam instantly contours to the body and
provides a supportive yet flexible surface that aids natural spinal alignment.

This is complemented by Mammoth's innovative PostureCells® —
independently moving castellations in the foam that provide even support
but reduce partner disturbance. Importantly, the air channels between
each PostureCell® also serve to wick away the moisture and allergens that
typically build up through the night.

Testing excellence

Under laboratory conditions, Medical Grade™ foam mattresses have been
found to provide 46% greater pressure relief and 69% faster cooling than
standard 50kg memory foam. For sleepers that means:

Improved circulation through the night
Faster recovery and healing

Reduced overheating

Reduced perspiration

Improved hygiene

Mammoth new range of
mattresses now on show.

Determined to go further, Mammoth also put its mattresses through testing
at Northumbria University's Centre for Sleep Research. In clinical trials it
was shown that Mammoth's mattresses helped sleepers fall asleep 29%
quicker, experience a 7% increase in sleep efficiency and report a 21%
increase in sleep enjoyment.

Award wins

Mammoth's unique technologies helped the brand to win a Bright Ideas in
Health award for pressure relief and temperature regulation — awards usually
reserved for teams working within the NHS.

These impressive results are among the reasons why Mammoth has become
the go-to name for elite athletes and professional sports stars — as can be
seen through partnerships with the Rugby Players' Association, British
Athletes Commission and Professional Cricketers’ Association over the years,
as well as relationships with Premier League football teams and Olympians.

Combatting back pain

The unique properties of Mammoth's sleep and comfort technologies have
made it the go-to mattress range for health professionals. By improving
pressure relief, enhancing postural support and increasing circulation,
physiotherapists in particular love the positive patient outcomes offered by
Mammoth. With over 50% of adults now estimated to suffer from back pain
in their lives, it's never been more important to invest in the very best sleep
surface to ease pain and discomfort.

Want to make a healthy choice and upgrade
the quality of your sleep? Try the Mammoth
Bed Test Centre at The Bed Factory now.

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL
139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX

01926 422404

sales@thebedfactory.co.uk
and www.thebedfactory.co.uk

Trustpilot * * * * x
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Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Free Private Anthues &
Jewellery Valuations

We offer a FREE, no obligation, home valuation service, where one of
our valuers can come to your home and value your items

This service is perfect for those who:

Have a lot of items they’d like valuing

Would prefer a more private valuation of their items

Have large items they can’t get to one of our valuation events

Can’t get to one of our valuation events

We can give valuations of Silver, Gold, Jewellery, Watches, Pictures,
Furniture, Antiques, and Collectables

For more information and to arrange a visit, contact:

T: 01283 733 988
E: service@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk  (EREES « &
Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derbyéhire, DE65 6LS
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Rent rise ‘will allow
for improvements’

RENT for council homes in Rugby
is set to go up by an average of
§268 a year from April.

Proposed rent increases for coun-
cil-owned homes are to be capped at
4.8 percent in 2026-27, according
to a draft Housing Revenue Account
budget report presented to Rugby
Borough Council’s (RBC) cabinet.

The increase — which reflects the
Consumer Prices Index for inflation
of 3.8 percent, plus one percent —
will bring the average weekly rent
to £112.58, meaning council homes
will remain the most affordable in
the borough.

The increased income will allow
the council to continue investing in
its ageing stock to ensure homes are
warm, safe, and affordable for ten-

Representatives of Rugby Borough Council and Homes England at

ants to heat and manage.

In 2025-26, the council took
ownership of 100 new homes at
Navigation Way — the former site of
the Biart Place tower blocks — which
are now being let to eligible families
with a connection to the borough.

The council has also continued its
kitchen and bathroom replacement
programme and invested in a stock
condition survey to allow targeted
investment based on the condition of
each individual home.

The draft budget includes plans
to continue the council’s transfor-
mation of its repairs service which
has bought empty properties back
into use more quickly, and halved
the number of tenants waiting for
repairs.

RBC’s new housing development in Navigation Way, pictured when
the first homes were handed to the council last autumn.

Previously unreported repairs,
identified through stock condition
surveys, have also been tackled to
make homes warm and safe.

Also budgeted is the purchase of
15 new properties for social rent,
to be funded from Right to Buy
receipts.

Coun Claire Edwards, RBC’s port-
folio holder for Communities and
Homes, Regulation and Safety, said:
“The information presented in this
report shows that we are in a good
position to continue to invest in
improving our homes.

“The draft budget shows we will be
able to continue our programme of
improvements and investment in our
properties.

“While we understand any increase
in rent will be unwelcome, more than
two thirds of our tenants will have all
or part of their rent paid by Universal
Credit or Housing Benefit.”

Coun Jerry Roodhouse, leader of
the Rugby Borough Council Liberal
Democrat Group, added: “Increasing
rent is always a difficult decision,
but we want to make sure that extra
support and advice is available for
tenants who need it.

“The increase also allows us to
keep investing in our stock and car-
rying on with energy efficiency work
as well.”

The final budget and rent amounts

were due to be set at a council meet-

ing on Wednesday evening (February
18), after The Observer went to
print.
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Children at Busy Bees created playdough in colours that reflected
their current emotions, to help them learn to express their feelings.

FEELING THEIR WAY: TOTS at
a Rugby nursery have been get-
ting in touch with their feelings
during Children’s Mental Health
Awareness Week.

Busy Bees Rugby held a self-
regulation activity to support chil-
dren’s emotions.

In the pre-school room, chil-
dren enjoyed the story The Colour
Monster, a gentle book which
teaches kids to explore their feel-
ings.

Vicki Prestwich, Centre Director
at the Rodney Close nursery, said:
“We read The Colour Monster to
spark meaningful conversations

about emotions, encouraging the
children to share their own experi-
ences of feeling happy, sad, angry,
calm, or worried.

“Through  storytelling, we
explored how emotions are a natu-
ral and important part of our daily
lives.

“To further support the children’s
learning, they created playdough in
colours that reflected their current
emotions. This hands-on activity
prov ided a creative and safe way
for them to express their feel-
ings, reinforcing the importance
of emotional awareness and self-
regulation from an early age.”

The
Electoral
Commission

You need photo ID to vote in the elections in England
No ID? Apply for free voter ID today

Check accepted forms of ID at electoralcommission.org.uk/voteriD

[=]p
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Chinese celebration

THE YEAR of the horse will be welcomed in
Rugby town centre this weekend.

The town’s Chinese new year celebration will
take place in Market Place on Sunday, between
11.30am and 3.30pm.

There will be a full programme of music and
dance including bamboo flutes, violins, drums,
a fan dance and taichi.

Visitors will also be encouraged to try their
hands at calligraphy; origami; face painting;
lantern making; and tea tasting; to sample some
traditional Chinese food and to pick up a red
envelope and coins — a traditional new year gift
symbolizing good luck and happiness.

The centrepiece of the day will be the proces-
sion, which will involve lion and dragon dancing,
lanterns and drums. It will leave Market Place at
around 11.45am.

The free event is being organised by the
Rugby Warwickshire Chinese Society in part-
nership with Rugby First and Rugby Borough
Council.

Amy Zhang, joint organiser and chairperson
of the Rugby Warwickshire Chinese Society,
said: “Chinese new year is such an important
celebration for the Chinese community and | am
so pleased that we will be able to share the day
in Rugby town centre.

“The day will provide a real taste of Chinese
culture and provide lots of fun and enjoyment for
everyone and | am keen for people to join in and
enjoy the activities, including the procession.”

Visit www.rugbyfirst.org for more information.

Traditional Chinese dancers will perform at
the event. s
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The men from Onley Prison relnterpreted Rugby Art Gallery and Museum through a street |IIustrat|on aesthetlc s

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A NEW exhibition in
Rugby is the culmina-
tion of a series of crea-
tive workshops between
Brink Contemporary Arts
and eight men from HMP
Onley Prison.

Rugby Reimagined: Land-
marks & Lines is now open in
Rugby Art Gallery and Museum'’s
Balcony Gallery.

A collaboration between Rug-
by Borough Council’s parks
team; the men at the catego-
ry-C training prison; and Brink
Contemporary Arts, the project
included the refurbishment of
park benches and the creation
of artificial wildlife habitats.

Inmates expressed an inter-
est in pursuing art as a sub-
ject so they were provided with
sketching materials and creative
prompts to explore the architec-
ture and heritage of Rugby.

The men expressed an inter-
est in street art, leading to an
additional project focused on
designing artwork for a railway
bridge walkway which is due to
be completed this year.

Construction company Mor-
gan Sindall provided fund-
ing and commissioned Brink
Contemporary Arts — a Midlands
organisation which creates
street art and murals — to deliv-
er the project.

Local artist Luke Spate helped
the men to reinterpret Rugby Art
Gallery and Museum through a
‘street illustration’ aesthetic.

Using paint markers and

graphic fine liners, the men
developed an illustrative style
characterised by bold outlines,
high-contrast colours and atten-
tion to detail.

Luke said: “The response from
the men has been positive and
focused. There are some real
creative minds in that diverse
group — and for a lot of them,
saying ‘I don’t do art’ initially,
they are now ‘doing art’ well.”

Over the course of the project,
the men developed transferable
professional skills including
painting and visual storytelling,
working to briefs and deadlines
and building self-esteem.

The initiative aims to help
inmates ‘go straight’ and make
a valuable contribution when
they leave prison.

Councillor Maggie O’Rourke,
Rugby Borough Council’s

spokesperson for partner-
ships and wellbeing, said: “This
project has been a fantastic
opportunity for collaboration
and creativity with HMP Onley
Prison. Our work together has
enabled meaningful creative
projects to take place across
Rugby. We are proud to be
hosting this exhibition as a cel-
ebration of that partnership.”

Her Liberal Democrat coun-
terpart Coun Neil Sandison
added: “This initiative has devel-
oped new skills, inspired crea-
tivity and has introduced more
art to Rugby. I hope we find
more street-art opportunities
for Onley Prison to get involved
in soon. Visit the exhibition and
enjoy the work on display.”

The exhibition runs until
Saturday, February 28, and is
free.

lots to think about.

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

CARE HOME
GROUP

carehome.co.uk

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby
07802 728443

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

Registered charity number 1012788

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk
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Borough art
collection shown
in its full glory

Rugby’s artistic trove is 80 years old

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A UNIQUE exhibition
will bring together all
257 artworks from the
Rugby Art Collection in
one gallery for the first
time in decades.

Unveiled — The Rugby Art
Collection in Full, opens at
RugbyArtGalleryand Museum
tomorrow (Saturday).

The show will span 80
years of British art, from
post-war scenes to contem-
porary works and including
famous names and hidden
gems.

It presents a rare oppor-
tunity to see the entire col-
lection in one place and to
discover how the collection
has changed over the years.

Founded in 1946, the
Rugby Art Collection was cre-
ated to make art accessible
to everyone. It has grown
into a nationally significant
collection including works
by LS Lowry, Lucian Freud,

Barbara Hepworth, Bridget
Riley, Paula Rego, Lubaina
Himid, Maggi Hambling and
Gillian Wearing, alongside
work from lesser-known art-
ists.

A Rugby Borough Council
(RBC) spokesperson said:
“The exhibition is arranged
across eight decades, giving
visitors a chance to see the
collection evolve from post-
war realism and industrial
scenes, through bold abstract
and pop works to striking
contemporary pieces.

“Together, the works tell a
story of creativity, ambition
and the importance of art in
everyday life.

“Unveiled is free to visit
and promises an inspiring
experience for art lovers,
families and anyone curious
about the story of 80 years of
collecting in Rugby.”

A book, The Story So Far:
The Rugby Collection at 80,
will be launched at the exhi-
bition. Published by RBC,
it features contributions
from Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum staff.

The book explores the his-
tory of the collection, its most
exciting acquisitions and
the people who have helped
shape it. The volume was
printed in Rugby and will be
available to buy at the gallery
throughout the exhibition.

Councillor Maggie O’Ro-
urke, RBC portfolio holder
for partnerships and wellbe-
ing, said: “Unveiled is a rare
chance to see the Rugby Art
Collection in its entirety.

“It’s a celebration of crea-
tivity, curiosity and commu-
nity, showing how a public
collection can remain alive
and relevant today.

“The Rugby Collection is
owned by RBC on behalf of
its residents and I hope that
many of our residents will
want to visit and view the col-
lection for the first time.”

Her Liberal Democrat coun-
terpart Coun Neil Sandison
said: “We hope visitors will
take their time, enjoy discov-
ering familiar favourites and
surprising new works and
leave inspired.”

Unveiled runs until June 6.
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More than 200 guests celebrated Rugby SPA’s 50th anniversary with aﬂernoon tea s

PROUD members of a
Rugby voluntary organisa-
tion celebrated the group’s
golden anniversary.

The Rugby Shree Praj-
apati Association (SPA)
marked its half-century
with celebrating its his-
tory, achievements and
strong community spirit.

The group, a local
branch of SPA (UK), has
raised more than £40,000
for good causes during the
last 50 years.

3 LLOYDS

To mark the milestone,
more than 200 guests
enjoyed afternoon tea;
exhibitions featuring asso-
ciation photographs, slides
and publications; and
guest speakers who illus-
trated the branch’s evolu-
tion through the years.

Last year, at a fund-rais-
ing ladies night, Rugby SPA
raised £2,000 for the Make
a Wish charity, which sup-
ports children with criti-
cal illnesses by helping to

JAN” 2625 SR S Lovos
BBC CHILDREN 4
IN NEED £ £500.00
FIVE HUNDREDPOUNDS s
pass SPA RUGBY POUNDS

JA
“RUGBYMYTONHOSPICE .
TWO HUNDRED & FIFTY# £250,00

make their dreams come
true.

The group also donated
£500 to the BBC Children
in Need appeal and £250
to Rugby Myton Hospice.

A spokesperson said:
“SPA Rugby is proud of
this significant achieve-
ment in supporting such
worthy causes during its
golden anniversary and
extends sincere gratitude
to all donors for their kind-
ness and generosity.”

Last year, the group donated £2,000 to the Make a Wish charity, £500 to BBC Children in
Need and £250 to Rugby Myton Hospice. s

OUR BIG SALE
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they

don't have enough stock left to service them.

BRAND NAME CARPETS
AT LOW LOW PRICES

SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE

Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on to YOU.

From quality Axminster to budget cord
We are recommended for our low prices, quality service and extensive range
throughout the Midlands. There are no R. R. prices on carpets so if others
50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal hi

OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 S5EY

ive
'% | 'Pnces ALWAYS

v

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985

[ www.salecarpet. uk4|
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Heidi super-hairo charity bic

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

AFOUR-year-old from Warwick
is hoping to raise £2,000 for a
special cause by sponsoring
her first haircut.

Heidi Webster, who has never had
her locks shorn before, has been
fundraising for The Little Princess
Trust ahead of her inaugural cut, on
February 28.

The Little Princess Trust provides
free real-hair wigs to children and
young people, of up to 24 years,
who have lost their hair through

cancer treatment or other conditions.
Heidi has already raised more than
£1,400, which will pay for two wigs
to be made, fitted and styled, free of
charge.

The hair from her cut will also be
donated to the charity, to make wigs
from.

Lydia Webster, Heidi’s mother
— and a former hairdresser — said:
“From the day she was born, Heidi’s
always had a great head of hair.

“Over the last four years, we've let
it grow but we wanted her to experi-
ence her first cut before she starts
school in September.

“We thought that fundraising for

The Little Princess Trust, and donat-
ing her hair, would be a fantastic
thing to do and a great way to help
other children and young people.

“Heidi’s done brilliantly with her
fundraising so far but if we could hit
over £2,000, that would be incredible.
The whole family is so proud of Heidi
and we're excited for the special cut
at the end of the month.”

The Little Princess Trust has helped
more than 20,000 children and young
people with its free-wig service.

Wendy Tarplee-Morris, founder of
The Little Princess Trust, said: “We
know our wigs help to restore chil-
dren’s confidence and bring some
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normality back to their lives when
so much is changing.

“But we can only provide this
free-wig service thanks to very
special people like Heidi, who
donate their hair and raise
funds for us. We are so grate-
ful to Heidi and all her friends
and family for their fantastic
support, and I would like to
thank them all.”

To sponsor Heidi, search
for ‘Heidi Warwick Little
Princess Trust’ in the ‘find a
fundraiser’ box on the fund-
raise.littleprincesses.org.uk
website.

Four yeal
raising cash
Princess Trd

Heidi is
The Little

haircut. s

A THEATRE company is celebrating after its recent
production raised more than £9,000 for Birmingham

Children’s Hospital - bringing its three-year fundraising
total to £20,000.
Raise the Roof was founded in memory of 11-year-

fundraising effqrts

The cast of A Christmas With Carol, with Leamington mayor Ruggy Singh, second from left, Warwick mayor Jackie D’Arcy,
fourth from left, and Donna Bothamley of Blythe Liggins, left.

O
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old Annabel Greenhalgh, from Warwick Gates, who
died suddenly in 2022.

The company, which recently became part of
Warwickshire Youth Theatre, has produced three
annual Christmas shows to raise funds — with the most
recent, 2025’s A Christmas With Carol, raising £9,785.

The show — a musical inspired by Charles Dickens’
A Christmas Carol, reimagined with music, laughter
and festive cheer — was performed at Bridge House
Theatre, in Warwick, at the end of November.

Raise the Roof chief executive Amelia Fewtrill Webster
said: “Our mission has always been to fundraise for
Birmingham Children’s Hospital, in Annabel’s memory,
through the joy of performance, and A Christmas with
Carol was our latest chapter in this poignant journey.

“The show received a wonderful reception from audi-
ences at Bridge House Theatre and we're delighted to
have raised more than £9,000, bringing our total raised
for this important cause to £20,000.”

Raise the Roof’s Christmas shows have all been spon-
sored by Leamington-based Blythe Liggins Solicitors.

EQUITY

RELEASE

...Life begins
at 55

Worried that you won’t be able to fund the retirement

you’ve always dreamed of?

When you’re planning for your retirement, don’t overlook your biggest
asset. It's important to look at the bigger picture and assess all of your
options. There may be ways you could unlock the value in your home to
find a more enjoyable retirement without selling or moving out.

=

Y

- o v i he B
It’s important you consider the benefits, costs and risks before deciding if equity release is right for you.
A fee of £1,495 is payable upon completion for our services provided in relation to mortgage contracts.

)
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Special Fami
Announcements
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Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory
Announcements can all be placed in your Observer to
appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688 or email details to

ca)ll Mark Hddson from Hdme Equity Release, equity
release and mortgage specialists on 07808 178 073

We can discuss your options in a relaxed, pressure-free meeting
at your home or our offi ce or an informal chat over the phone
before a full appointment. For independent financial advice based
on your needs and priorities.

Email Mark Hodson: mark.hodson@home-equityrelease.co.uk  Www.home-equityrelease.co.uk

This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration. Check that this mortgage will meet your needs if you want to move or sell your home
or you want your family to inherit it. If you are in any doubt, seek independent advice. Home Equity Release Limited (FCA number 1013614) is an Appointed Representative of Cornerstone
Finance Group Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No.767202. Home Equity Release Limited is registered in England and Wales No:15250542.
Cornerstone Finance Group is registered in England and Wales No. 08458702. Registered address: Quest House, Fortran Road, St Mellons, Business Park, Cardiff, CF3 OEY.

us (including photograph if desired) with your telephone
contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost
reception@bullivantmedia.com

(ing: Vat)

®HOME

Equity Release

Prices start from just
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Prestige

NURSING & CARE

Affordable home
care for all.

We are the most experienced all-round Home
Care provider in the UK and know how important Our in-home services
this decision is. We also know how life changing

+ Personal Care
it is when approached the right way. + 24hr Care

+ Medication support
We have provided Home Care services for over + Complex Care
80 years, giving companionship, support and + Live-in Care
inspiration to thousands. We are trusted by + Companionship
healthcare professionals, case workers and private and Wellbeing
clients to deliver affordable Home Care for all. + Respite Care

+ Paediatric care

+ Palliative &
L 2. 8.8 & ¢ End-of-Life

“Thank you for everything that all your staff and carers
do for me. You really enriched my life, and | gained
more strength in the knowledge that someone was
caring for me every day. | am indebted to all involved
in my wellbeing over the last 6 years or so.”

+ Support for
people living with
Dementia

Regulated by 4 \ 4

prestige-nursing.co.uk | 0247510 6669 Qe |2 P A
coventry@prestige-nursing.co.uk i Association
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ARNOLD LODGE

Reception
- Open Morning

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH
9:30 - 11:00AM

Are you looking for a school where your child
can explore their interests, build confidence,
and truly thrive?

\
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Join us for our Reception Open Morning on
Friday 6th March 2026, 9:30—-11:00am — with
themed games and activities for the children
and an opportunity for you to discover what
makes Arnold Lodge Juniors special.

Follow the ladybird trail and book your place at
www.arnoldlodge.com!

@ admissions@arnoldlodge.com

@ 01926 778050
15-17 Kenilworth Road, Leamington Spa CV32 5TW
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Bird box fun is

enjoyed

NATURE-loving kids at a Coventry pri-
mary school have been helping their
feathered friends find a home.

Pupils at Whoberley Hall Primary School
put their biodiversity knowledge to the test
after participating in Eco Buddies, a pro-
gramme run by housebuilder Orbit Homes.

During the session, which aims to help
pupils understand nature and promote biodi-
versity, pupils built and decorated their own
bird boxes and learn about the important role
that plants and animals play in keeping the
planet healthy.

Year 3 Teacher Sally Mills said: “Our pupils
are really curious about the environment and
we even have our own Eco Squad here, so
this Eco Buddies experience was the perfect

by all

chance to help the children learn more about
nature and biodiversity.

“The students absolutely loved the bird box
activity because it gave them the opportunity
to get hands-on with the idea of protecting
the wildlife we have around us.

“We've all enjoyed learning about being as
eco-friendly as possible and we’re very grate-
ful to Orbit Homes for visiting us.”

Eco Buddies aims to support students in
understanding the importance of nature and
how all living things are connected.

Brian Nearney, Chief Development Officer
at Orbit, said: “We were delighted to join
pupils at Whoberley Hall for an exciting Eco
Buddies session.

“We heard how passionate the children
are about the environ-
ment and felt this was a
great opportunity for us to
buddy up with them and
help them learn more about
biodiversity and how they
can make their own positive
impact, both at home and at
school.

“All the pupils were amaz-
ing at building and decorat-
ing the bird boxes and we’d
like to thank Whoberley Hall
Primary for having us.”

Visit www.orbithomes.
org.uk/eco-buddies  for
more information on Eco
Buddies.

Pupils from Whoberley
Hall Primary School
show off their new bird
boxes.

FUNDING ON TRACK: FUNDING to take
the development of the pioneering Very Light
Rail (VLR) scheme in Coventry to the next
stage has been approved by regional trans-
port chiefs.

West Midlands Mayor Richard Parker
and the West Midlands Combined Authority
(WMCA) Board agreed to advance £50million
to accelerate work on a number of key trans-
port projects across the region.

They include further development of the
VLR project in Coventry, including upgrades
of the tram and the innovative ‘slab and track’
technology.

VLR will allow urban tramways to be built
in half the time and for half the cost of tradi-
tional tram systems.

Mr Parker said: “Together we are building
a new transport network to fuel the economy,
secure investment and bring the new homes
and jobs local people need.”

The £50million is an advance on the
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Do not dlskrzc( driver
when vehicle in motion

Mayor Richard Parker riding the VLR trial route in Coventry last year.

§2.4billion Transport for City Regions fund-
ing coming from the government to the West
Midlands from 2027 to 2032. The money
will be used for new road, rail, tram, bus and
active travel investment.

Other projects covered by the new invest-
ment include schemes in Birmingham to
extend the Metro to the Sports Quarter
regeneration site in the east of the city, and
upgrades to the Witton and Aston railway
stations.

The decision to bring forward funding was
part of a wider review of transport invest-
ment to make sure the region gets maximum
benefit from the §2.4billion Transport for
City Regions funding secured by the Mayor
last summer.

It also confirmed the doubling of funding
to £240million for pothole repairs and road
improvements in Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell,
Solihull, Walsall and Wolverhampton.

DISCOVER YOUR NEXT

JOHNSONS

'Club Class' Extra Legroom or Luxury Traveller Coaches.
Entrance and Admission Charges included.
Depart from 38 local Boarding Points with reserved seating.

GREAT DAY OUT

Cambridge Shropshire

Mon 16 Feb 2026

Tue 17 Feb 2026

Bristol

Wed 18 Feb 2026

Peterborough London

Thur 19 Feb 2026

Covent Garden
== RN

Fri 20 Feb 2026

I.lverpool

Sun 22 Feb 2026

& So much more on offer!

co‘\GH HOI.IDAYs

EXPRESS EXCURSIONS

oNE rrrce -

BRAND NEW!

corcm 1 VAR G onuias

COACH HOI.IDAYS

LR
EXPRESS EXCURSIONS

ont lonltmu roiINT -

TODAY

Don't Hesitate - Get
Booking Today!
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Keeping control of your money
can help with unexpected bills

EVERYONE likes to feel in control of
their finances — knowing what’s coming
in, what’s going out, and roughly how
much to expect when the bills land.
So there’s little more stressful than
being hit with an unexpected charge you

Explore emergency assistance

Hit with an unexpected bill?
A financial expert shares

If paying the bill feels out of reach,
remember that help is available. Councils
and charities can offer different forms of
emergency support, and using them can pre-
vent a short-term problem from becoming a

five ways to stay in control

didn’t see coming.

But according Andrew Wayland, VP of
Customer & Proposition at https:/drafty.
co.uk, acting quickly and calmly can prevent
short-term stress from turning into a longer-
term problem. Rising living costs are already
pushing many people to the brink, with
Office for National Statistics figures showing
that 22 per cent of adults in Great Britain
have had to borrow money or use credit just
to keep up.

Andrew said: “Unexpected bills happen to
almost everyone. The key is not to panic or
put it off — dealing with it early and having a
clear plan can take a lot of the pressure off
and stop things getting worse.”

Work out realistic
payment options

reacting out of panic.

embarrassed or under pressure,”

stop the situation getting worse.”

diately

A the bill i

“The moment an unexpected bill arrives,
don’t assume it's right just because it's
landed on your doormat or in your inbox,”
Andrew says. “Pricing errors, duplicate
charges and outdated tariffs are more com-
mon than people realise.”

Before worrying about how to pay, it’s
worth slowing down and checking exactly
what the bill is for, what period it covers and
whether the amount makes sense. Querying
a charge early can prevent unnecessary
stress later on — and in some cases, it may
even make the bill smaller or make it disap-
pear altogether.

makes things more stressful.

worries.

short-term hardship support.”

After making sure the bill is correct, the
focus should be on what you can realistically
afford. Taking a few minutes to check your
balance and upcoming outgoings can help
you make a calmer decision, rather than

“A lot of people promise more than they
can realistically afford because they feel
Andrew
explains. “Paying something, even if it’s a
small amount, is still a positive step and can

Contact the company promptly

Ignoring a bill rarely helps, and it often
Getting in
touch with the company early — ideally
before the due date — can put you in a
much better position, as many organisations
are more understanding than people expect
when you're open about short-term money

“Most companies want to speak to cus-
tomers who are willing to engage,” Andrew
says. “If you call early and explain the situa-
tion, you may be offered options that aren’t
widely advertised, like payment plans or

longer-term one.

“People often don’t realise how much
help is out there,” Andrew explains. “From
councils to charities, there are organisations
that can step in when someone’s hit with a
sudden financial shock and help stop things

from spiralling.”

Review your budget
to prevent future shocks

feels tight.

Building an emergency fund doesn’t have
to be unrealistic. “Even putting aside £10-20
a week, when possible, can create a buffer

over time,” Andrew says.

money to.”

Winter Edition of

As winter’s chill begins to settle across our
three counties, there’s a certain kind of beauty
that only this time of year brings.

This, then, feels like the perfect moment to
launch ‘Seasons’ — our brand-new glossy
magarine, created to celebrate the people,
places, and stories that make Worcestershire,
Warwickshire and the West Midlands such a
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For even more detalls call 01926 2 17 118 or 0121 270 2295

‘Seasons’ magazine is brought to you by your local ‘Observer’ Newspaper team

bnghtness of summer and the
richness of autumn —
highlighting the very best of
local life, from independent
shops and community ventures
to countryside walks, home
inspiration, and hidden gems
worth discovering.

Our first Winter edition is all
about warmth - in every sense
of the word. You’'ll find
features that reflect the spirit
of the season: comforting food,
inspiring people, caring places,
and ways to make the cold
months glow with local charm.

This magazine is for you — our
readers, neighbours and local
businesses — and we can’t wait
to share the year ahead with
you, one beautiful season at a

When things feel a bit calmer, taking a
step back to look at your overall finances
can help. Unexpected bills are frustrating,
but they also show how quickly costs can
change — especially when money already

Andrew emphasises that taking swift
action is key. “Ignoring bills makes situa-
tions worse. Most creditors appreciate com-
munication and will work with people who
show willingness to resolve payment issues.

“Financial emergencies affect almost eve-
ryone at some point. The difference between
short-term difficulty and longer problems
often comes down to how quickly people
act and communicate with those they owe
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JAMIDLAND
W

STOP LIVING WITH
HAND & WRIST PAIN

Join us at our Meet The Expert evening with
Consultant Hand Surgeon, Mr Shyamalan
and receive a free consultation.

5th March 2026 | 6pm - 8pm
Silhillians Sports Club, Knowle

Phone More details & book \
07973 696 606 www.midlandhandclinic.com




PAGE 20

Calling young
fund-raisers

SCHOOLS across Warwickshire are being encour-
aged to fundraise for The Myton Hospices.

Each year, the charity must raise over §£12 mil-
lion to run its services. Every donation, no mat-
ter how small, helps support people living with
life-limiting illnesses and their families across
the local community.

Schools play a vital role in Myton’s community
fundraising efforts, with a wide range of activi-
ties designed to fit seamlessly into the school day
while helping students develop valuable life skills.
The charity’s school fundraising programmes
are designed to be easy, fun and rewarding for
students, staff, parents and carers. To make tak-
ing part as simple as possible, Myton provides
all supporting materials, including assemblies,
sponsorship packs and certificates.

The activities inspire children of all ages to
have fun while building confidence, compassion
and a sense of community. Younger children
can enjoy playful outdoor events such as Welly
‘Walks and Funflower Walks, with all sponsor-
ship materials provided. Primary-aged pupils
take part in activities that encourage kind-
ness, responsibility and teamwork, supported by
assemblies, resources and a prize draw for every
participant.

Older students are empowered to lead their
own fundraising events, helping them develop
leadership skills and community awareness, with
their achievements celebrated through social
media and shared storytelling.

Community fundraising manager Rachael Ryan
said: “Seeing schools come together to support
The Myton Hospices is truly inspiring. Every
activity, big or small, helps us continue providing
our vital services free of charge and teaches chil-
dren the importance of kindness and community.
Support from schools helps ensure more people
can access the care they need and deserve — from
providing patient meals to counselling sessions
and hospice beds. A school’s involvement really
can make a difference.”

Visit www.mytonhospice.org/Schools for more
details.

SUPPORT is being rolled out
across Warwickshire to help
children who are struggling
to attend school.

A package of practi-
cal resources, launched by
Warwickshire County Council,
gives schools the tools they need
to work alongside families and
ensure pupils who experience
Emotionally Based School Non-
Attendance (EBSNA) get the
right help at the right time.

Developed with a strong focus
on early support and preven-
tion, the resources are designed
to help pupils who are show-
ing ongoing signs of distress
or unhappiness about attend-
ing school. They recognise
that attendance difficulties can
be linked to a range of needs,
including emotional or wellbeing
needs, and aim to help children
feel safe, understood and sup-
ported so they can engage posi-
tively with learning.

Emotionally Based School
Non-Attendance (EBSNA)
describes the difficulties some
children experience in going to
school or their education set-
ting. It is not about refusal or
a lack of motivation. For these
children, attending school can
feel overwhelming and emotion-
ally distressing.

These difficulties are often
linked to anxiety, emotional well-
being or unmet needs and are
more common for children who

are neurodivergent, have sensory
differences, or have experienced
challenging life events. Without
the right support in place early
on, these challenges can impact
a child’s mental health, friend-
ships and learning, and place
additional pressure on families.
The guidance offers schools
clear strategies, adaptable tools
and training to help identify early
signs of EBSNA and respond
quickly and appropriately. A
strong emphasis is placed on
working closely with families
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Support could help in
attendance problems

and carers to build trust and
agree the right support for each
child.

Central to the approach
is Warwickshire’s graduated
response to EBSNA. This pro-
vides a clear framework so that
schools can assess a child’s
needs, plan appropriate support,
take action and review progress,
ensuring children receive help
at the right time and in the right
way.

WCC’s education spokesper-
son Coun Wayne Briggs said:

Help is on
offer in
Warwickshire
for those strug-
gling to attend
school.

“We understand how distress-
ing it can be for children and
families when attending school
becomes a challenge. By taking
a compassionate and collabora-
tive approach, we want to ensure
every child in Warwickshire feels
safe, supported and able to thrive
in education.”

So far, 143 schools and servic-
es have either attended or signed
up to attend the face-to-face
EBSNA training sessions.

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.
uk/ebsna for more details.

* % % % A

just(go!holidays

Torquay, South Devon
& Dartmoor National Park
Departing Mon 27 Apr ‘26

and spend time in beautiful Dartmouth.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ 2 for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks (April & October
departures only)

¢ Entertainment some evenings

¢/ Scenic drive through Dartmoor National Park

¢ Cruise on the River Dart

Optional excursion to Dawlish & Teignmouth (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £349

Single Supplement £80

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

By Coach from Coventry, Rugby

Torquay is the perfect location to enjoy a seaside getaway in the heart
of the English Riviera! We explore this lovely landscape with a cruise
on the River Dart, a scenic drive through the Dartmoor National Park

¢/ 4 nights at the Riviera Hotel, Torquay (JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast

Trustpilot

Historic York

& Harrogate Spring Flower Show
Departing Sat 25 Apr ‘26

Gardeners at the ready! Growers take your places! It’s time for the
first big event of the year in the horticultural calendar, the prestigious
Harrogate Spring Flower Show, featuring beautiful displays and much

more at the Great Yorkshire Showground.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

& breakfast

¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with dinner

¢/ Admission to Harrogate Spring Flower Show

¢ En-route visit to York

¢ Excursions to Buckfast Abbey, Princetown, Tavistock, Dartmouth & Totnes

2 Days by Coach only £169

Single Supplement £40

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

n justgohols

These packages are

Reader Travel

Eastbourne - the Sunshine
Coast & Bluebell Railway
Departing Sun 19 Apr ‘26

Discover East Sussex from elegant Eastbourne, the UK’s
sunshine capital. Ride the nostalgic Bluebell Railway, explore
Sheffield Park Gardens, enjoy time in Lewes and opt to visit
the historic gems of Rye and Hastings. Coast, castles and cream

teas await!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry
¢ 4 nights at the New Wilmington Hotel, Eastbourne (JG2+ rating) with

dinner & breakfast
v/ Entertainment some evenings

v/ Heritage train journey on the Bluebell Railway
v/ Excursions to Lewes & Sheffield Park Gardens
Optional excursion to Rye & Hastings (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £399

Single Supplement £80
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Opportunity to
air views on
county future

RESIDENTS are being urged to have
their say on the future of local gov-
ernment in Warwickshire.

Currently, the county is run by two-
tiers of local government - Warwickshire
County Council as one tier, and five
district and borough councils - Stratford
and Warwick district councils, togeth-
er with North Warwickshire Borough,
Nuneaton and Bedworth, and Rugby
borough councils - as the second tier.

Local government reorganisation is
planned for Warwickshire as central
government has set out a national policy
to reorganise the current two-tier system
in England to one.

Options for Warwickshire include a
single county authority or splitting the
county in two with a south (the current
Stratford and Warwick district councils)
and a noth (the three current borough
council areas).

The consultation is being led by
Government, which is seeking views
on the options put forward, and the six
respective councils are not promoting
or advocating for any option within the
current consultation.

The Government is only consulting on
whether residents would prefer one uni-
tary council for Warwickshire, or sepa-
rate north and south unitary councils.

Visit consult.communities.gov.uk/
local-government-reorganisation/war-

before March 26

A statement on behalf of all council
leaders in Warwickshire reads: “Back in
November 2025 we submitted each coun-
cils’ preferred options to Government.
The Government is now looking to con-
sult with the public and stakeholders to
help them to make the final decision on
LGR for Warwickshire.

“We hope you will take some time to
share your views and help Government
to understand what is important to
you and how the reorganisation might
impact you. We expect to hear the final
decision later in the year and will update
you further then.

“We would like to collectively thank all
residents, businesses, and stakeholders
across Warwickshire for supporting the
process so far, as we now move towards
the final stage of reorganisation of your
local councils.”

Each council in Warwickshire had
to submit its full proposal for LGR to
government by November for its con-
sideration.

‘WDC and SDC, together with North
‘Warwickshire and Nuneaton and
Bedworth were in favour of a north
and south split, while WCC and Rugby
borough were in favour of one single
authority.

The government will make the final
decision with the chosen system set to
be in place for April 2028.
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An early taste of the Bard

llustrator Emily Sutton (left) and Dr Anjna
Chouhan created Shakespeare’s First Folio: All
the Plays, A Children’s Edition. Picture by WCC.

CHILDREN in Warwickshire are being
helped to develop a love for the work of the
county’s most famous son from an early
age.

‘Warwickshire Libraries has unveiled a
new set of free, bespoke reading resources
created to accompany Shakespeare’s First
Folio: All the Plays, A Children’s Edition - a
lavishly illustrated, child-friendly adaptation
of the playwright’s iconic 1623 collection.

The acclaimed special edition from Walker
Books, produced in partnership with The
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust (SBT), brings
all 36 First Folio plays to young readers
aged seven and up. The abridged texts
retain Shakespeare’s original language, mak-
ing them both authentic and accessible.

The book was conceived and edited by Dr
Anjna Chouhan, former in-house scholar
at the SBT and now creative producer for
‘Warwickshire Libraries. It features illustra-
tions by award-winning artist Emily Sutton,
drawing on heritage styles to bring the
plays vividly to life.

Through a special collaboration
with Walker Books, Warwickshire Libraries
has secured exclusive rights to create
and distribute custom reading resources
designed to support the book. The free
materials currently include play summaries
and vocabulary lists, with more to follow.

‘Warwickshire County Council libraries
spokesman Coun Michael Bannister said:
“This initiative exemplifies Warwickshire’s
deep connection to Shakespeare and our
commitment to making literature accessible
and inspiring for all ages.

“We're proud to support a resource that
not only honours our local heritage but also
opens the door for young readers to explore
the richness of Shakespeare’s work in a fun
and age-appropriate way.”

The full collection of resources can be
accessed via the Warwickshire Libraries
Catalogue at library.warwickshire.gov.uk/
children-and-young-adults/shakespeare-
childrens-folio

CELEBRATING

Shop at home for your

wickshire/ to complete the online survey
|
Direct Floor
Home service

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

new carpet and
flooring and receive up
to 30% off shop
prices. We are COVID
SAFE with 1,000’s to
choose from with our
mobile showroom!
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THIS week’s national nest-
box week highlights the
growing challenge facing our
feathered friends, who are
increasingly short of nesting
holes in urban areas.

The loss of trees, natural borders
and traditional nesting sites means
supporting our avian visitors has
never been more critical. The team
at British Garden Centres has put
together a comprehensive guide to
choosing the right nestbox to help
garden birds thrive.

Choosing the right nestbox
Not all nestboxes are created equal
and selecting the right one is cru-
cial for attracting specific birds.

Nestboxes generally fall into two
categories: those with an entrance

hole, which protect from predators;

and open-fronted boxes.

Look for nestboxes with holes for
smaller birds like the tit family, nut-
hatches, redstarts, and sparrows.

A 25-28mm hole is ideal for tits
and tree sparrows while a 45mm
hole suits larger birds, like star-
lings, doves, jackdaws and black-
birds. Open-fronted boxes attract
robins, wrens, wagtails and song
thrushes.

Material matters too, so choose
nestboxes made from insulating
material like wood to combat the
unpredictable UK weather — and
with walls at least 15mm thick.

People should also look for
nestboxes that have an internal
floorspace that is a minimum of
130 square centimetres, to provide
ample space for nesting.

It is important that the boxes
have drainage holes in the bottom
and a sloped roof, to keep them

dry.

Bird boxes should be mounted high
up — away from predators like cats
— on walls, tree trunks, fences and
pergola posts.

Boxes with holes are best placed
around three metres up, in trees,
ideally camouflaged by foliage;
while open-fronted boxes can be
at head height. Avoid direct sun-
light and face nestboxes north or
east and make sure you space out
multiple boxes, if you have them, to
prevent territorial disputes.

Nestbox maintenance
Cleaning bird boxes at the end
of each nesting season prevents
disease. October or November are
ideal for cleaning.

Choose nestboxes with an acces-
sible roof or side hatch. Always
wear rubber gloves, use boiling
water for cleaning, and compost
any old nesting material you find.

Make sure you thoroughly inspect
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oosing the right
box is essential to
attracting birds to
your garden. s

boxes for damage and avoid dis-
turbing active nests during breed-
ing season.

How to attract birds to your
garden
Installing a nestbox is just the first
step in creating a bird friendly gar-
den and there are many other ways
that you can attract visitors to your
outdoor space.

Plant for birds by choosing native
hedging such as hawthorn and holly
— which provide natural nesting
sites and food — along with berry
producing shrubs that offer autumn
nutrition and sunflowers, that pro-
vide natural feeding opportunities.

It is ideal to provide year round
food through supplementary feed-
ing, which is particularly impor-
tant during breeding season. Hang
feeders that offer sunflower hearts,
mealworms, suet products and pea-
nuts to support birds’ nutritional
needs. Water is also essential, so

maintain a shallow birdbath that is
regularly cleaned, to attract numer-
ous species and help maintain their
feather condition.

Reduce hazards by using window
decals to prevent collisions, keep-
ing cats indoors during dawn and
dusk, when birds are most active,
and avoiding pesticides that can
harm birds and their food sources.

Leave areas wild by allowing seed
heads to stand, creating log piles
and letting lawn patches grow long-
er to encourage invertebrate prey.

Paul Williams, bird care buyer
at British Garden Centres, said,
“National nestbox week is the per-
fect opportunity to make a real
difference to bird populations.
Engaging with nature and helping
the birds in your garden live healthy
lives is an important aspect of our
living environment. Introducing a
nestbox to your garden can sig-
nificantly improve a bird’s quality
of life.”
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 .. n E ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
H annnnnnnnERSc NG
EASY 8. Rouse to anger (10 3. Tidy (4
=3 5 A BB EERE B ger (10 @
1 9. Watch 8 4. Set afloat (6
AERERENE SEEEESeEer s
6|4 9(2(11]3 B B B B B 10. Remain (4) 5. Upsets (6)
12 13
sl T 7] (4o " I vwimae s
5 1 4 612 . . . . 14. Brand (6) 7. Depend (4)
. estlny . Vwonaer
AE 8 9 ° . 15. Destiny (6) 11. Wonder (10)
. . . . . 17. Esteem (6) 13. Appoint (8)
7|8 116]4 3 18. Soon (4) 16. Ditch (6)
3 5 1 7 19. Petition (8) 17. Ceremonial (6)
3 1 21. Father Christmas (5,5)  18. Too (4)
8 5 9 22. Sea eagle (4) 20. Otherwise (4)
Ao\e pad
HARD oerd
9 6 3 2 1
8 2
N
71619
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
5 3 7 6 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
367 gives an animal;
9 4 TYPE 79847  gives a fish;
21418 Publicity 98512  gives a bird.
3 1 Wish 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9
3 2 5 8 4 Manage
Coak CODEWORD
PATH FI N D E R This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
T— — : Instance with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each CAST words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

3 21 15 12
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15 words: average 35 words: very good X
Solutions opposite 25 words: good 40 or more: excellent. ; LN (O N N LT CN R (N R PO O FO
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS "enby pz Bpu3 €7
! ‘auIyy 7z ‘yoig 07 ‘B3O 61 opny Al G HLoA | ‘audwin €1 ek ||
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4 & 9. Group in the Pacific Ocean, capital San
Cristobal (9,7)
8. Abutt or foil for a comedian, etc. (6)
9. See 4 Across
10.  Surname of the Israeli statesmen who in 1978
shared the Nobel Peace Prize with President
Sadat (5)
12. The department of State in charge of
finances (8)
16.  Another name for the water ouzel (6)
17. One who assembles the parts of a machine,
etc. (6)
18 & 21. Novel by Nikos Kazantzakis (5,3,5)
21. See 18 Across
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25.  Formal writings of any facts or proceedings (7) V=92 =57 \=rT
26. See1Across N=€2'3=17 1=17 'X=07 '0=61 '2=81 ‘H=L|
27. The fiery daughter of Baptista in The Taming of . 1791 5=81 d=vl J=¢l 9=l =11 =0l 15e) ‘ase)
the Shrew (9) =6 '4=8 '0=L 'M=9 N=5 N=v 0=€ A=t I=1 ‘ade?) ‘ado?) ‘adoy ‘adAH ‘adAL
28. According to Genesis, the “garden” in plomapo) 19ppe]
which Adam and Eve were placed after their
creation (4) ¥|6(8[2|G|9]|c|} € 9/€(6|c|S|L|¥| 8|}
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4. Anarrow valley with a stream and prince of Denmark as “a fellow of through Germany and Holland to the
often with trees (4) infinite jest, of most excellent North Sea (5) 8|V |€|6]9|L[}|G|¢ 6|vic|Z|9|G|e|} |8
5. The capital of the Netherlands (9) fangy” (6) aIth.Aca slolele|L|sfz]el¥ glsie|Liel6fs|v]|9
6. See1Across 15.  The daughter of Henry VIll and 23. Johann Franz---, German ) 2 lzlselvlalsls slolilvielslzl6lz
7,2 & 11. The highest grade of knighthood Catherine of Aragon (4,5) astronomer famed for his observations
in Great Britain (5,2,3,6) 19. The last letter of the Greek on comets (5) pley fse3
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Location of off-
street parking place

WARWICK DISTRICT COUNCIL

(OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES) (VARIATION NO.1) ORDER 2026
NOTICE OF VARIATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that WARWICK DISTRICT COUNCIL in exercise of its powers under Section 35C of the Road Traffic
Regulation Act 1984 and all other enabling powers has made the Warwick District Council (Off-Street Parking Places) (Variation
No. 1) Order 2026 (“the Order”). The Order varies the Warwick District Council (Off-Street Parking Places) Order 2025.

The effect of the Order is to:

1. Increase the fees and charges to all Warwick District Council (WDC) Car Parks, with a reduction in charges partly at Adelaide
Bridge, Myton Fields and Hampton Road car parks.

2. Increase season ticket and permit charges across all district car parks by 10% with the exception of Hampton Road, Warwick.

Royal Leamington Spa

Existing charges
Monday-Sunday

Varied Charges
Monday-Sunday

Location of off-
street parking place

Existing charges
Monday-Sunday

Varied Charges
Monday-Sunday

£4.00 — 3 hours
£5.20 — 4 hours
£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

Bedford Street car park | £1.50 — 1 hour £1.70 — 1 hour

£2.70 — 2 hours £3.05 -2 hours

£4.00 — 3 hours £4.55 — 3 hours

£5.20 — 4 hours £5.90 — 4 hours

£2.30— Overnight fee (6pm to 8am) | £2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)
Chandos Street £1.50 — 1 hour £1.70 -1 hour
car park £2.70- 2 hours £3.05 -2 hours

£4.55 — 3 hours
£5.90 — 4 hours
£2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

New Street car park £1.50 — 1 hour £1.70 —1 hour

and West Gate car £2.70 — 2 hours £3.05 -2 hours

park £4.00 — 3 hours £4.55 — 3 hours
£5.20 — 4 hours £5.90 — 4 hours
£2.30 — Overnight fee £2.75 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am) (6pm to 8am)

Castle Lane car park £1.50 -1 hour £1.70 -1 hour
£2.70 -2 hours £3.05 -2 hours
£4.00 — 3 ho=urs £4.55 — 3 hours
£5.20 — 4 hours £5.90 — 4 hours

£8.00 — 10 hours
£12.00 — 24 hours
£2.30 — Overnight fee

£9.10 — 10 hours
£13.65 — 24 hours
£2.75 — Overnight fee

£4.00 — 3 hours

£5.20 — 4 hours

£8.00 — 10 hours

£12.00 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

Covent Surface £1.50 - 1 hour £1.55 -1 hour
car park £2.70- 2 hours £2.80 — 2 hours

£4.00 — 3 hours £4.15 -3 hours

£5.20 — 4 hours £5.90 — 4 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am) | £2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)
Rosefield Street £1.50 — 1 hour £1.70 -1 hour
car park £2.70— 2 hours £3.05— 2 hours

£4.00 — 3 hours £4.55 — 3 hours

£5.20 — 4 hours £5.90 — 4 hours

£8.00 — 10 hours £9.10 - 10 hours

£12.00 — 24 hours £13.65 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am) | £2.75 - Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)
Adelaide Bridge £1.50 — 1 hour £1.25 -1 hour
car park £2.70—- 2 hours £2.50— 2 hours

£4.00 — 3 hours

£5.20 — 4 hours

£8.00 — 10 hours

£12.00 — 24 hours

£2.75 - Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

(6pm to 8am) (6pm to 8am)
Myton Fields Picnic £1.50 -1 hour £1.00 -1 hour
area car park £2.70 -2 hours £2.00 -2 hours
£4.00 — 3 hours £3.00 — 3 hours
£5.20 — 4 hours £4.00 — 4 hours
£8.00 — Day rate £9.00 — Day rate
St Nicholas Park £1.50 -1 hour £1.55 -1 hour
car park £2.70 -2 hours £2.80 — 2 hours
£4.00 - 3 hours £4.15 -3 hours

£5.20 — 4 hours
£8.00 — 10 hours
£12.00 — 24 hours
£2.30 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am)

Up 2 hours free

(6pm to 8am)

£5.40 — 4 hours
£8.30 — 10 hours
£12.45 — 24 hours
£2.75 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am)

Up 2 hours free

(6pm to 8am)

Bath Place, Court
Street, and Packington
Place car parks

£1.10—1 hour

£2.20— 2 hours

£3.30 — 11 hours

£4.50 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

£1.25 -1 hour

£2.50- 2 hours

£3.75—- 11 hours

£5.10 — 24 hours

£2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

Hampton Road
car park

£2.00 — Day rate
£2.30 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am)
Charges for Coach/
Motorhome (where
there are designated
spaces) £11.00

Day rate (8am — 6pm)

£2.00 — Day rate
£2.00 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am)
Charges for Coach/
Motorhome (where
there are designated
spaces) 11.00

Day rate (8am — 6pm)

Covent Multi Storey
car park

£1.50 — 1 hour

£2.70- 2 hours

£4.00 — 3 hours

£5.80 — 4 hours

£8.00 — 10 hours

£12.00 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

£1.55 -1 hour

£2.80-2 hours

£4.15 -3 hours

£5.90 — 4 hours

£8.30 — 10 hours

£12.45 — 24 hours

£2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

Vittle Drive car park

£1.50 — 1 hour

£2.70 - 2 hours
£4.00 — 3 hours
£4.60 — 4 hours
£5.00 — 10 hours
£12.00 — 24 hours
£2.30 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am)

£1.50 — 1 hour

£2.70 — 2 hours
£4.00 — 3 hours
£4.60 — 4 hours
£5.00 — 10 hours
£12.00 — 24 hours
£2.75 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am)

St Peters Multi Storey
car park

£1.50 — 1 hour

£2.70-2 hours

£4.00 — 3 hours

£5.80 — 4 hours

£8.00 — 10 hours

£12.00 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

£1.55 -1 hour

£2.80- 2 hours

£4.15 -3 hours

£5.90 — 4 hours

£8.30 — 10 hours

£12.45 — 24 hours

£2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

Bread and Meat

Free — 0 to 2 hours

Free — 0 to 2 hours

Station Approach
(Surface and Roadway)

£1.10—-1 hour

£2.20—- 2 hours

£3.30 - 11 hours

£4.50 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

£1.25 -1 hour

£2.50-2 hours

£3.75 - 11 hours

£5.10 — 24 hours

£2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

Close car park £2.70 — 2 to 3 hours £2.80 — 2 to 3 hours
£4.00 — 3 to 4 hours £4.15 -3 to 4 hours
£2.30- Overnight fee £2.75— Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am) (6pm to 8am)

Priory Road car park, |£1.50 -1 hour £1.55—1 hour

West Rock car park, £2.70 -2 hours £2.80 — 2 hours

The Buitts (in front of £4.00 — 3 hours £4.15 -3 hours

Church Wall) car parks | £5.20 — 4 hours £5.40 — 4 hours

£8.00 — 10 hours
£12.00 — 24 hours
£2.30 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am)

£8.30 — 10 hours
£12.45 — 24 hours
£2.75 — Overnight fee
(6pm to 8am)
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Location of off-street parking place Existing charges Monday-Sunday Varied Charges Monday-Sunday
Abbey Fields car park Free — 0 to 2 hours Free — 0 to 2 hours

£3.20 - 3 hours £3.30 — 3 hours

£4.10 -4 hours £4.25 — 4 hours

£7.30— 10 hours £7.60 — 10 hours

£12.00 — 24 hours £12.45 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am) £2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)
Abbey End car park £1.40 -1 hour £1.45—1 hour

£2.30 -2 hours £2.40 — 2 hours

£3.20 — 3 hours £3.30 - 3 hours

£4.10 — 4 hours £4.25 — 4 hours

£7.30— 10 hours £7.60 — 10 hours

£12.00 — 24 hours £12.45 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am) £2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)
Square West car park £1.30 -1 hour £1.45—1 hour

£2.20 -2 hours £2.40 - 2 hours

£3.10 - 3 hours £3.30 — 3 hours

£4.00 — 4 hours £4.25 — 4 hours

£7.30—-10 hours £7.60 - 10 hours

£12.00 — 24 hours £12.45 — 24 hours

£2.30 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am) £2.75 — Overnight fee (6pm to 8am)

Season Tickets

Current Annual | Current Monthly | New Annual New Monthly
Charge Charge Charge Charge

LONG STAY

e e e
Leamington Spa

St Peters Multi Storey £871 £101 £958 £111
Adelaide Bridge, Rosefield Street car park £712 £101 £783 £111

Leamington Spa Old Town

Packington Place, Court Street, Bath Place Station Approach and Station Approach Lower Road

car parks £689.70 £101 £759 £111
Warwick

St Nicholas Park, Myton Fields (weather permitting), West Rock, Vittle Drive, Priory Road £712 £101 £783 £111
Hampton Road £153 £22 £100 £22
Square West, Abbey End, Abbey Fields £631 £92 £694 £101

Car Park Current Annual Charge New Annual Charge
Resident 12-month permit - Abbey Fields £44 £48

Overnight Permits All WDC pay and display car parks (Except Myton Fields) £64 £70

Car .Park (School Term Time Only Parent Dro'p Off) Bedford St car park (St Peters School Parking) and £55 £60

St Nicholas Park car park (Coten End School Parking)

The Order will come into force on 1 April 2026.

Darren Knight
Deputy Chief Executive

»'4 I »'4

WARWICK

WING SER
Y WARWICK

DISTRICT

DISTRICT COUNCIL —

i Town Hall, Royal Leamington Spa

Dated: 20 February 2026
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Appointments

www.careerfinder247.co.uk TELEPHONE 01527 588688 FACSIMILE 01527 584371
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CHURCH RS

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
HOLY TRINITY = ALL SAINTS LUDDINGTON « ST HELEN'S CLIFFORD CHAMBERS

Holy Trinity Church, Stratford-upon-Avon is
seeking an enthusiastic and organised

Shop Manager
to lead our busy retail outlet.
Part-Time: 20 hours per week
Salary: £17,000 per annum
Permanent contract

You will be responsible for the day-to-day running of the shop,
managing a small team of staff and volunteers, delivering excellent
customer service, overseeing stock control, merchandising, and
financial procedures. The role also involves promoting the shop through
social media and working closely with church colleagues to support
business growth in line with Christian values.

The ideal candidate will have retail experience, strong leadership and
organisational skills, and a passion for creating a welcoming customer o
experiencs: \ Caroline or Kelly

Closing date: Sunday 1st March 2026 ] E
Interviews: Tuesday 10th March 2026 - a 01 527
To apply, please email your completed application form to | ; = 5 887 49

hr@stratford-upon-avon.org
or post to: Hon HR Officer, Holy Trinity Parish Centre, Old Town,

 Stestiorkaponven SVA7 00, caroline.birkenhead@bullivantmedia.com
Application forms and further details are available here:

https://www.stratford-upon-avon.org/staff-vacancies keIIy.taonr@buI|ivantmedia.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
[

national

highways

Notice of C yA under

Planning Act 2008

A46 COVENTRY JUNCTIONS (WALSGRAVE)

DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER

For the attention of persons occupying or having an interest in

the land described below

Notice of authorisation of compulsory acquisition

The above Order, made under the Planning Act 2008 by the

Secretary of State for Transport and published on 4 February 2026,

includes provision authorising the compulsory acquisition of land,

existing rights over land, of a right over land by creating a new right

over it as described in Schedule 6.

The Order includes provision authorising the acquisition for the

purpose of

* Realigning the existing A46 dual carriageway through the
existing at grade roundabout (which will be removed), for
approximately 880m to improve the road geometry and allow for
a 50mph speed limit.

e Earthworks on the eastern side of the A46 mainline to facilitate
the realignment through the existing at grade roundabout.

* A new grade separated junction over the A46 mainline,
approximately 800m north of the existing Walsgrave Junction to
connect the B4082 with the A46.

* Anew overbridge structure across the existing A46, between the
dumbbell roundabouts forming the grade separated junction.

* New merge and diverge slip roads at the grade separated
junction for both northbound and southbound movements.

e Realignment of the B4082 to form a single carriageway link
road, for approximately 900m, to connect the local road network
to the new A46 grade separated junction with a proposed
40mph speed limit.

* Road assets and street furniture such as traffic signs and lines,
variable message sign (VMS), street lighting columns, vehicle
restraint systems (VRS), fences, retaining walls and kerbs.

¢ Drainage systems including a dry detention basin and
two ponds that will be designed to be permanently wet.

¢ Proposed new maintenance accesses to the drainage features
and VMS.

* Retention of the Hungerley Hall Farm accommodation bridge
(the existing bridge that provides farm vehicle access over the
A46 mainline).

e Farm access track to the north of Hungerley Hall Farm to
provide gated access to the B4082 link road.

* Improvements to facilities for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders
(WCH) through provision of a signalised pedestrian crossing
on the B4082; and providing enabling works, including the
retention of Hungerley Hall Farm accommodation overbridge,
for a potential future WCH route to be provided by others.

* Replacement and installation of new highway boundary fencing.

* Replacement vegetation planting to compensate for the
vegetation that needs to be removed to facilitate the Scheme.

A copy of the Order has been deposited at the following locations

and may be inspected at all reasonable hours.

Deposit Location Opening Times

Willenhall Library Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,
Hagard Community Friday: 10am - 7pm

Space, Remembrance Wednesday: Closed

Road, Coventry. Saturday: 9am - 4pm

CV3 3DG. Sunday: Closed

Caludon Castle School Monday, Tuesday and Thursday,
and Community Library Friday: 2pm - 6pm

134(7) of the

Axholme Road, Wednesday: Closed
Wyken, Coventry. Saturday: 10am - 4pm
CV2 5BD. Sunday: Closed

A person aggrieved by the Order may challenge the Order only

in accordance with section 118 of the Planning Act 2008, which
stipulates that any proceeding must be brought by filing a claim
form for judicial review before the end of the period of 6 weeks
beginning with the day after the day on which the order was
published (o, if later, the day on which the statement of reasons for
making the order was published).

Once the provision in the order authorising compulsory acquisition
comes into force National Highways may acquire any of the land
(including any existing rights and/or new rights) described in
Schedule 1 below by executing a general vesting declaration under
section 4 of the Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act
1981. A statement on the effect of Parts 2 and 3 of that Act is set
out in Schedule 2.

Any person who would be entitled to claim compensation if a
general vesting declaration were executed is invited to give National
Highways at:

National Highways

Post: Three Snowhill, Birmingham, B4 WR

Email: Ad6coventryjcns@nationalhighways.co.uk

Phone: 0300 123 5000

information about the person’s name, address and interest in land,
using a prescribed form. The prescribed form is set out in Schedule 3.
Schedule 1 - Description of the land, existing rights and new
rights to be acquired

The Order land (as defined in Article 2 of the Order) is shown on

the Land Plans (as defined in Article 2 of the Order) and is included
in the Book of Reference (also defined in Article 2 of the Order).
This notice relates to so much of the Order land as is shown on the
land plans shaded pink (compulsory acquisition of all interests and
rights in land (including, as required, subsoil and surface land)) and
shaded blue (permanent acquisition of rights).

The Order grants National Highways compulsory acquisition powers
over the Order land and such rights over the Order land may be
required for any purpose for which that land may be acquired under
Article 26 (compulsory acquisition of land) of the Order, by creating
them as well as acquiring rights already in existence. The Order
grants National Highways powers to compulsory acquire rights

and create new rights in the land, including for the benefit of the
public or other parties. The Order also authorises interference with

existing rights and the breach of existing restrictive covenants over

the land described and provides for the extinguishment, temporary

suspension or discharge of such rights or restrictive covenants.

In accordance with Article 30 of the Order, where National

Highways acquires a right over land, National Highways is not

required to acquire a greater interest in that land.

National Highways may also temporarily use the Order land to

carry out the authorised development (as defined in Article 2 of the

Order) pursuant to Article 39 of the Order and may temporarily use

the Order land to maintain the authorised development pursuant to

Article 39 of the Order.

Schedule 2 - Statement on the effect of parts 2 and 3 of the

Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981

Power to execute a general vesting declaration

1. Once the provision in A46 Coventry Junctions (Walsgrave)
Development Consent Order 2026 which authorises compulsory
acquisition comes into force, the acquiring authority (hereinafter
called National Highways) may acquire any of the land (including
any existing rights and/or new rights) described in Schedule 1
above by executing a general vesting declaration under section
4 of the Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981
(“the Act”). This has the effect, subject to paragraphs 3 and 5
below, of vesting the land in National Highways at the end of the
period mentioned in paragraph 2 below.

Notices concerning general vesting declaration

2. As soon as may be after National Highways execute a general
vesting declaration, they must serve notice of it on every
occupier of any of the land specified in the declaration (except
land where there is one of the tenancies described in paragraph
4) and on every person who gives them information relating to
the land in pursuance of the invitation contained in the notice of
the authorisation of compulsory acquisition. When the service
of notices of the general vesting declaration is completed,

a period specified in the declaration, of not less than three
months, will begin to run. On the first day after the end of this
period the land described in the declaration will, subject to
what is said in paragraphs 3 and 5, vest in National Highways
together with the right to enter on the land and take possession
of it. Every person on whom National Highways could have
served a notice to treat in respect of his interest in the land
(other than a tenant under one of the tenancies described

in paragraph 4) will be entitled to claim compensation for

the acquisition of his interest in the land, with interest on the
compensation from the vesting date.

3. The “vesting date” for any land specified in the declaration
will be the first day after the end of the period mentioned
in paragraph 2 above, unless a counter-notice is served
under Schedule A1 to the Act within that period. In such
circumstances, the vesting date for the land which is the subject
of the counter-notice will be determined in accordance with
Schedule A1.

Modifications with respect to certain tenancies

4. In the case of certain tenancies, the position stated above is
subject to modifications. The modifications apply where the
tenancy is either a “minor tenancy”, i.e a tenancy for a year or
a yearly tenancy or a lesser interest, or “a long tenancy which
is about to expire”. The latter expression means a tenancy
granted for an interest greater than a minor tenancy but having
on the vesting date a period still to run which is not more than
the period specified in the declaration for this purpose (which
must be more than a year). In calculating how long a tenancy
has still to run, where any option to renew or to terminate it is
available to either party, it shall be assumed that the landlord
will take every opportunity open to him to terminate the
tenancy while the tenant will use every opportunity to retain or
renew his interest.

5. The modifications are that National Highways may not exercise
the right of entry referred to in paragraph 2 in respect of land
subject to a tenancy described in paragraph 4 unless they first
serve notice to treat in respect of the tenancy and then serve
every occupier of the land with a notice of their intention to
enter and take possession after the period (not less than three
months from the service of the notice) specified in the notice.
The right of entry will be exercisable at the end of that period.
The vesting of the land will be subject to the tenancy until
the end of that period or until the tenancy comes to an end,
whichever happens first.

Schedule 3 - Form for giving information

A46 C: y ions (Walsgrave) D

Order 2026

Email: Ad46coventryjcns@nationalhighways.co.uk

[1[We](delete as applicable) being [a person][persons](delete as

applicable) who, if a general vesting declaration were executed

under section 4 of the Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations)

Act 1981 in respect of all the land comprised in the order cited

above in respect of which notice to treat has not been given,

would be entitled to claim compensation in respect of [all][part of]

(delete as applicable) that land, give you the following information,

pursuant to section 134(7)(cza) of the Planning Act 2008.

1. Name and address of informant(s) (...

2. Land in which an interest is held by informant(s) (ii).

3. Nature of interest (jii)

Signed

Consent

(i) Inthe case of a joint interest insert the names and addresses of
all the informants

(i) The land should be described concisely

(iii) If the land is leasehold, the date of commencement and length
of term should be given. If the land is subject to a mortgage
or other encumbrance, details should be given, e.g name of
building society and roll number.

National Highways

05 February 2026
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Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

COMMON LANE, STONELEIGH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable safe removal of a dead
tree.

Order Commences: 25 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 25 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Stoneleigh Road, Chantry
Heath Lane, Bubbenhall Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Traffix Ltd, Tel: 08008 199 001.

D1818 PARKFIELD ROAD, KERESLEY NEWLANDS
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between Exhall Road and Shaftsbury Avenue.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
works. 09.30hrs - 15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 26 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 26 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Parkfield Road, Somers Road,
Beaumont Road, Exhall Road and vice versa.
Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where
possible and safe to do so for businesses and
residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

to make

i ire County Council
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

A45 BIRMINGHAM ROAD WESTBOUND ON SLIP,
IDEN

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
County Boundary to A45 Birmingham Road.
Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing and
associated works, overnight 20.00hrs - 06.00hrs.
Order Commences: 6 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4104 (Birmingham Road,
Hampton Lane) and A452 Kenilworth Road
Northbound to Stonebridge Roundabout.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
A45 (EASTBOUND) SLIP ROAD ON STONEBRIDGE
ROUNDABOUT, GREAT PACKINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
the County Boundary to the A45.

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing works.
Order Commences: 10 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 22 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: A452 Stonebridge Roundabout,
A45 Westbound to M42 Junction 6 Roundabout
and A45 Eastbound. Vehicular access & egress will
be maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

CHAPEL LANE, BARNACLE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for renewal of
a water pipe.

Order Commences: 11 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

WESTON LANE, BUBBENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to rebuild water hydrant
chamber.

Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 11 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Weston Lane, Rugby Road,
Kenilworth Road, Leicester Lane, Leamington Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 03300 080 820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 19 Feb 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

€36 WELSH ROAD EAST, SOUTHAM

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
A425 Daventry Road to Spitfire Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing &
associated works, 09.00hrs - 15.30hrs weekdays.
Order Commences: 23 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 2 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: A425, Butt Hill, Vicarage Road,
Hackwell Street, High Street, New Street, Chapel
Green Road, Thorntons Lane, Napton Holt Road, Holt
Road, Welsh Road East and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

WORMLEIGHTON ROAD, PRIORS HARDWICK
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Removal of overhead electrical
lines and poles.

Order Commences: 23 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wormleighton Road, Welsh
Road, Church End and vice versa.

Contractor: A Star Traffic Management, Tel: 08007
076 646.

HARDWICK ROAD, PRIORS MARSTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between Welsh Road and Main Road.

Reason for Order: To safely enable the installation
of a boundary box and water meter.

Order Commences: 23 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 24 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: Hardwick Road, Main Road,
The Green, Southam Road, Welsh Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

VICARAGE ROAD, NAPTON-ON-THE-HILL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable installation of
an inline washout.

Order Commences: 7 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 8 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Vicarage Road, Butt Hill,
Southam Road, Daventry Road, Welsh Road East, Holt
Road, Napton Holt Road, Thorntons Lane, Chapel Green
Road, New Street, High Street, Hackwell Street and
vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 19 Feb 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR'S LICENCE
PAWANIJEET SINGH trading as PUNIA
LOGISTICS LTD of 81 Tallants Road,
Coventry, United Kingdom , CV6 7FS is
applying to change an existing licence as follow:
To keep an extra 4 vehicles and 4 trailers at the
operating centre at Secland group, Oban
road, Coventry, CV6 6HH
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their
reasons, within 21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy
of their representations to the applicant at the
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide
to Making Representations is available from the
Traffic Commissioner's office.
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Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D2128 FREEBOARD LANE,

STRETTON ON DUNSMORE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
A45 London Road to A423 Oxford Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 09.30hrs - 15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 23 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 26 February 2026.
Access & Diversion: A45 London Road, A445
Leamington Road, A423 Oxford Road, B4453 Rugby
Road, B4455 Fosse Way.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
MAGDALEN ROAD, WILLOUGHBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable the laying of
new gas services.

Order Commences: 23 February 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion is available.
Contractor: Cadent Gas, Tel: 07831 706 512

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

D3131 ST. MATTHEWS STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed in its entirety from
Lawrence Sheriff Street.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works.
Road closed 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 10 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 10 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion.
Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where
possible and safe to do so for businesses and
residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
HOULTON WAY, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable manhole works
to clear blockages.

Order Commences: 11 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Houlton Way, Crick Road, A5,
Lilbourne Road, Main Street, Rugby Road, Vicarage
Hill and vice versa.

Contractor: STW Sewerage, Tel: 03456 027 723.

ST JOHN STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between Dale Street and Newbold Road.

Reason for Order: To enable boundary box
installation works.

Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 10 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Dale Street, Hill Street, Newbold
Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.
MERE LANE, COPSTON MAGNA & WOLVEY

Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to renew water mains
within the carriageway and verge.

Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 7 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Fosse Way, Watling Street, A5,

Classitied
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Department for Transport

Application Number R26/0044

2A WARWICK ROAD, WOLSTON,

CV8 3HB

Reduction in size of an existing window, new
render, and entrance door canopy

This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R26/0097

32 OAKFIELD HOUSE, OAKFIELD PARK,
BILTON ROAD, RUGBY, CV22 7AL

Listed building consent to carry out internal
alterations to Oakfield House (Grade II* listed)
to convert the building from office (Class E) use
to a dental surgery.

This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R26/0122
SWIFT HOUSE, THE GREEN,
CHURCHOVER, RUGBY, CV23 0EP
Single storey side and rear extension
This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Members of the public may inspect copies of the
application, the plans and documents submitted
with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby, CV21 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5. 00 pm Monday to Friday until 13 March
2026. Please note a planning officer would not

case officer.

Nicola Smith

be present. If you wish to make an appointment
to discuss the application, please contact the

Any person who wishes to make r
to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online —
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk (search for
application number and select comment) — or in
writing by that date to Chief Officer — Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.

If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at:
www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any
representations made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.

Chief Officer - Growth and I

THE A46 COVENTRY JUNCTIONS (WALSGRAVE)
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER 2026

(“The Order”)

THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
REGULATIONS 2017

NOTICE OF A DECISION ON AN ORDER GRANTING
DEVELOPMENT CONSENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENT

The Secretary of State for Transport (“the Secretary
of State”) gives notice under regulation 31(2) of the

ALES & WA

MISCELLANEOUS
[ ———al

BEDS NEWDoubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59Can
deliver 07703 925662

RECLINER
CHAIRelectric
rise & recline £169
Manual recline chair

Impact

The Order grants development consent for alterations
to the existing Walsgrave roundabout junction on
the A46 (east Coventry), providing a new grade
separated junction including new slip roads, and
the realignment of the existing B4082 to connect
the local road network to the new grade separated
junction. It also allows for associated works which
overall will improve traffic flows and congestion on
the A46 around Coventry.
In addition, the Order contains compulsory acquisition
powers in relation to land and rights that would be
required for the purposes of the development.
The Secretary of State has determined, following
consideration of the report of the Examining Authority
who an ion into the
that development consent should be granted and has
decided, therefore, to make an Order under section
114 (115 and 120) of the 2008 Act.
The statement of reasons for deciding to make
an Order granting development consent, which
has been prepared by the Secretary of State under
section 116 of the 2008 Act and regulation 31(2)
of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact

i ining the

content of the decision, the requirements imposed in
connection with the development, the main reasons
and considerations on which the decision is based
including relevant information about the participation
of the public, a description of the main features to
avoid, reduce and offset any major adverse effects

of the development and information regarding the
right to challenge the decision and the procedures for

Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact £60 High seated
thata X chair £40Can deliver

has been made on an application made by Natlonal 07703 925662

Highways (“the Applicant”) for sent

under the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act ") tor BRAND new assorted

Jackets & Jumpers,
some with price
tags on & some
waterproof size 3xxx
3 pairs of shoes size
9 £10 each ono 0121
733 3263

NEW beautiful gold
traditional Victorian
style bath taps. Free
used matching basin
taps but one seized.
£30. 07840 800965

REGATTA Great
Outdoors Hydrafort
navy ladies
waterproof  jacket,
New. Mesh lining.
Size 12. £15. Tel.
0121 430 3880

DRIZA-BONE
Australian dry wax
riding coat. Navy.
shoulder cape,
12-14, Rear vent for
horses rump. Knee
length. Lightweight,
waterproof. VGC.
£60. 07840800965

2 Antique Clocks Not
working £50 07719
695685

doing so, is published on the Planning S
website at: https:/na i
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ projects/TR010066

Itis also available at the following location:

The Planning Inspectorate, National Infrastructure

Di /o Quadient, 69 i Avenue,
Slough SL1 4PN

To make an appointment for inspection of the
documents contact the Planning Inspectorate on
0303 444 5000 or email NIEnquiries@pins.gov.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Smockington Lane, Lutterworth Road, Cl
Bush Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH HAWLANDS, RUGBY

Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic between
properties 52 and 110.

Reason for Order: Water mains renewal works.
Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to
6 months.

Anticipated Completion: 19 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Hawlands, Lloyd Road, Rydal
Close and vice versa.

Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.

SHAKESPEARE GARDENS, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for repair to
wastewater pipework.

Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Dunchurch Road, Overslade
Lane, Shakespeare Gardens and vice versa.
Contractor: CSP, Tel: 03456 027 723.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 19 Feb 2026

MRTPI
JAMES MARK
MTICES ALEXANDER RIGG
Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee
PHILIP THOMAS Act 1925 any persons
SAUNDERS (Deceased) having a claim against

Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 any persons having a
claim against or an interest in
the Estate of the above
named, late of 63 Beacon
Road,  Coventry, ~ West
Midiands, CV64DQ who died
on 05/12/2025, are required
to send wmlen particulars
thereof to the undersigned on
or before 21/04/2026, after
which date the Estate will be
distributed having regard only
to the claims and interests of
which they have had notice.
Co-op Legal Services
Limited, Aztec 650,
AztecWest Almondsbury,
Bristol, BS32 4SD
(ReI:ZRAH/746£S155P/
Saunders)

or an interest in the
Estate of the above
named, late of The Box

Garden,  Ripplesdale,
Green Lane, Oxhil,
Warwick, C

who died on 21/11/2025,
are required to send
written particulars
thereof to the

undersigned on or
before 20/04/2026, after
which date the Estate
will be distributed having
regard only to the claims
and interests of which
they have had notice.
Broadfield Law UK LLP,
One Bartholomew Close,
London EC1A 7BL
(Ref:ANF/
JEM/213794.0001)

All your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator

Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

AGM NOTICE

Sunday 8th March 11.30am
The Copper House Club Ltd
Kenilworth, CV8 2FZ

Open to fee paying members of the club
for the year 2025 that continue to be a
member into 2026 only.

Membership cards required on entry.

Keeping you up to date with all the
latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

ANTIQUE Chair
1930’s  £80 07719
695685

CARAVAN water

container £35 plus
many more caravan
items 07765637087

LADIES brown ankle
boots zip up new size
4 £5 buyer collect
01527 521363

CURTAIN tie backs
suitable for caravan
4 sets £1 per set
01527 521363

SLEEVE board
(ironboard) suitable
for caravan £3 new
01527 521363

MISCELLANEOUS
[—— =l

GALVANISED  steel
trailer 5ft x 3ft
with extras  £300
immac condition
07929386821

BLACK steel
dining table with
bevelled glass

4 matching
chalrs with padded
seats Ex cond £50
07929386821

FEATHER and Black
Oliver single bed,
black frame with
mattress. As new -

_£150 07805 745820

HORNBY 00 gauge
BR Class 9F steam
locomotive + tender
(Cat Ref R2880) in
BR black with late
crest, engine driven
motor. Excellent
condition only
test run otherwise
unused,  complete
with original box.
£55. Tel 07415322794

00 Gauge Hornby
Train Packs R2697
Class 101 3 car diesel
multiple unit in BR
Green, R2579 Class
101 3 car dmu in BR
Blue. Both packs
are DCC ready, in

frame

excellent unused
condition still in
original boxes &

wrapping. £65 each
or £110 the pair. Tel

07415322794

BACHMANN
Collectors Club
catalogues
& magazines
comprising “World
of Models” annuals
(20006-22),
Calendars &
Christmas cards
(2006-22),
“Bachmann
Times™ volumes
2013-23 (44 issues).
Huge amount of
interesting memora-
bilia-all in unmarked
condition. Free
to collector. Tel
07415322794

KIDNEY shaped
dressing table with
Mirrors, curtains
and stool. Excellent
condition £75 07743
929558

FOLDABLE shopping
trolley bag £4 new

NESCAFE coffee
machine with pods

01527 521363 £20 07743 929558
LOTS of 1000 piece | MAMAS &  Papas,
jigsaws all known rocking horse on
brands Hop, Gibson wooden frame.
& many others Very good clean
mostly £1.00 each condition (collection
07929386821 no only) £50.00. Tel:
texts 07934132759

2 standard lamps 3 | GENUINE australian
tulip light design drizabone ladies wax
immac condition £10 riding coat, shoulder
each 07929386821 cape. lightweight.
COMPLETE set totally  waterproof.
of 12 Poldark perfect condition
paperback books £10 10-12.  £60. 07840
07369204539 800965

WANTED

=

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)
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CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING

cks, Hinges, Handles,
Windows or Doors

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
E—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing * Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens
+ Bathrooms ¢ Carpentry * Flat pack
furniture
* Tiling * Painting

02476 443 996
07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE
LOGS
==

LOGS

FOR SALE
Mainly Ash

£120, £220, £390
loads delivered

Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken

Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our
website

www.rbtimber.uk

KITCHENS
—

]
INSTALLATIONS

WANT A JOB
WELL DONE?

Check out our
Classified pages'

KEEF

Y =] =
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Haji Wright completed his hat-trick
from the penalty spot.

erght dehghted with
‘statement’ victory

FOOTBALL: HAJI
Wright lauded
Coventry City’s vic-
tory against promotion
rivals Middlesbrough
as a ‘statement per-
formance’ from the
Sky Blues.

The American for-
ward scored a hat-trick
to settle the contest at
the Coventry Building
Society Arena as he
ended a run of three
games without a goal.

Victory for the Sky
Blues saw Coventry
complete a league
double over Boro
while City now lead
the Championship by
a single point ahead of
the Teessiders.

And Wright felt
Coventry’s energy and
aggression gave them
the upper hand in the
contest with Boro una-
ble to match the home
side’s intensity

Wright said: “It feels
great. Top of the table,
three points, playing
at the CBS. Nothing is
better.

“Coming off a bit of
a cold streak. Scoring
three goals at the CBS
is a great feeling.

“We played with a lot
of energy and a lot of
aggression in the first
half, it was hard for
them to deal with.

“In the second half
we played a bit more
tactical and were able
to just defend the
lead and counter a bit
more.

“It was a statement
performance against a
great team.”

Wright opened the
scoring before the
break before complet-
ing his treble in the
second period while
Riley McGree found
the net for the visi-
tors.

The forward’s second

goal came via a long
ball from goalkeeper
Carl Rushworth while
his hat-trick strike
came from the penalty
spot.
And Wright felt the
atmosphere created at
the CBS Arena meant
the result would only
end in a Coventry vic-
tory

erght added: “It’s a
great pass. He’s great
with his feet for a
goalkeeper. I'm happy
with the pass, thanks
Rushy!

“Not much [goes
through my mind when
taking a penalty], I just
pick my spot, size up
the goalkeeper and try
and shoot with confi-
dence.

“It was a great per-
formance from the
team and everybody
in the stadium. It only
felt like it could end

one way.
“It’s only three
points. There’s so

many games to go until
the end of the season.
We want to focus on
the rest of the games
that are ahead of us.”
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Travel troubles lead
to postponement of
Blaze’s semi-final tie

ICE HOCKEY: A CANCELLED flight
saw Coventry Blaze’s scheduled
Challenge Cup semi-final second leg tie
against Belfast Giants postponed.

Blaze’s scheduled flight from Birmingham
to Belfast was cancelled with Coventry
unable to secure alternative travel arrange-
ments.

The game was due to take place on
‘Wednesday (February 18) with the face-off
at Tpm at SSE Arena Belfast.

However, the cancellation of the flight
meant Blaze could not reach the Arena in
time for the fixture.

The club have confirmed all tickets pur-
chased for the game will remain valid for the
rearranged fixture.

A new date for the second leg tie will be
confirmed in due course.

A club statement reads: “We would like to
extend our sincere apologies and heartfelt
thanks to those of you who made the trip
to Belfast.

“We know many of you invested signifi-
cant time, money and energy to support us
in the Challenge Cup, and we are truly sorry
for the disappointment and inconvenience
caused by the postponement.

“Due to a late cancellation of the team’s
flight, the subsequent rebooking process,
and the resulting travel constraints, it unfor-
tunately became impossible to get the team
to the arena for a face off time that Belfast
could accommodate.

“While circumstances were outside of our
control, we fully recognize that this does not
lessen the frustration for those of you who
traveled to be there.

“Your commitment, loyalty, and willing-
ness to go the extra mile to support us never
go unnoticed.

“We are incredibly grateful for your dedi-
cation, and we regret that these events pre-
vented us from competing in front of you.”

Blaze hold a narrow lead in the semi-final
tie after claiming a 3-2 victory in the first leg
at the Skydome Arena.

ELITE LEAGUE ACTION

Last weekend, Blaze thrashed Dundee
Stars on home ice before suffering a
late defeat on the road against Sheffield
Steelers.

Blaze romped to a 6-2 win against Dundee
at the Skydome Arena as Adam Robbins net-
ted twice for the home side.

However, Coventry conceded three late
goals in a 4-2 defeat against Sheffield at the
Utilita Arena.

The results mean Blaze sit sixth in the
Elite League standings.

Coventry put six past Dundee to claim a
Valentine’s Day victory against the Scottish
side.

Blaze opened the scoring at 9.11 when
Jack Hopkins picked out Alessio Luciani in
the slot who provided the finish in a move
which started from behind their own net.

However, Dundee equalised at 15.32
as Bradley Schoonbaert tipped Kameron
Kielly’s shot past Dershahn Stewart on the
powerplay.

And the Stars completed the turnaround
in the second period at 24.25 when Spencer
Naas finished former Blaze player Johnny
Curran’s pass as Dundee capitalised on a
Blaze mistake.

However, Coventry drew level at 28.21
as Grayson Constable finished a two-on-one
opportunity after Dundee missed the chance
to extend their lead on an odd-man rush.

And Blaze reclaimed the lead 38 seconds
later at 28.59 when William Boysen scored
from close range from Eljjiah Barriga’s
feed.

The home side extended their lead at
37.29 as Robbins scored on the powerplay
after Grant Mismash’s initial shot rebound-
ed off Dundee netminder Emil Kruse.

And Blaze stretched their lead at 49.05
when Robbins scored his second of the
game by redirecting Tallberg’s shot past
Kruse.

Dundee lost defenceman Jackson Desouza
for interference and unsportsmanlike con-
duct soon after before Tallberg completed
the scoring at 52.38 on the powerplay.

Coventry then surrendered a two-goal
lead in defeat against Sheffield after the
Steelers scored three goals in the final 10
minutes.

Blaze deservedly took the lead at 19.59
when Mismash produced a clinical finish from
Jordan Power’s pass on a two-on-zero break.

And the visitors doubled their lead at
28.33 as Matthew Gleason found the net
after Sheffield had Sam Tremblay called for
roughing.

The Steelers halved the deficit at 31.28
when Mitchell Balmas scored a league-
leading 25th goal of the season.

And Sheffield eventually drew level at
51.25 as Brett Ritchie turned home Mikko
Juusola’s pass.

The Steelers stunned Blaze at 52.34 when
Jack Dougherty produced a neat move
before finding the net.

And Dominic Cormier completed the
scoring at 59.19 with a finish into an empty
net after Blaze pulled Mat Robson for an
extra skater.

Coventry travel to Dundee on Saturday,
February 21 with the face-off at 7pm at
Dundee Ice Arena.

Blaze then host Manchester Storm on
Sunday, February 22 with the face-off at
5.30pm at the Skydome.

Moore joins Moors

COVENTRY City young-
ster Isaac Moore has
joined National League
side Solihull Moors on a
28-day youth loan.

The Sky Blues recalled
Moore from a loan spell
at Forest Green Rovers
in January.

However, the 19-year-
old will now return to
the National League

with Moors for the next
month.

Moore scored two
goals in 23 appearances
for Forest Green in the
National League and FA
Trophy.

The teenage midfield-
er also scored once in
three National League
Cup appearances for
Forest Green.

Cov end run of defeats with
comeback win at home against Richmond

RUGBY UNION: COVENTRY Rugby ended
their three-game losing run with a bonus
point 48-21 victory against Richmond.

The home side ran in eight tries as Allan
Ferrie crossed twice while Jack Reeves, Josh
Barton, Morgan Adderly-Jones, Api Bavadra,
David Opoku-Fordjour and Morgan Strong
all dotted down at Butts Park Arena.

And the result means Coventry sit fifth in
the Champ Rugby table, eight points behind
second-placed Worcester Warriors.

Alex Rae’s side made the perfect start
as Reeves finished well in the corner from
Tommy Mathews’ pass with the game just
six minutes old.

However, Richmond responded with a
try of their own on 12 minutes as Freddie
Charles darted over from close range while
Callum Grieve’s conversion edged the visi-
tors into the lead.

The lead changed hands again six minutes
later when Ferrie crossed for his first try
of the game with a powerful run under the
posts and Mathews added the extras.

And Coventry scored a third try on 28
minutes as Barton collected Chester Owen’s
offload to increase the home side’s lead as
Mathews converted.

However, Richmond cut the deficit on 36
minutes when Donnacha Byrne scored fol-
lowing a length-of-the-field move and Grieve
added the extras.

And Richmond stunned the home side on
the stroke of half time as visiting captain
Jake Monson ran a superb line and fended
off defenders to score the away side’s third

Gneve s third conversion from as many
attempts sent Richmond into the break w1t.h
a shock two-point lead.

second-half

However, Coventry scored their bonus
point try on 47 minutes as Adderly-Jones
touched down from Barton’s pass and
Mathews converted as the hosts reclaimed
the lead.

The home side struck again on the hour
mark when Bavadra powered over the line
from Sam Maunder’s offload.

And Coventry dotted down again four
minutes later as Ferrie scored his second try
of the game.

The hosts scored a seventh try on 69 min-
utes when Opoku-Fordjour touched down
following a sweeping team move.

And Strong completed the scoring in the
final minute with a powerful effort which
Mathews converted.

Coventry are next in action against
Hartpury on Saturday, February 21 with
kick-off at 3pm at Butts Park Arena.
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Borough stretch
unbeaten streak

RUGBY Borough extend-
ed their unbeaten run

Valley out of Senior Cup

That came  after
Borough played out

and in relegation zone

FOOTBALL: RUGBY Town suffered
a penalty shootout defeat against
Coleshill Town to exit the Birmingham
Senior Cup at the third round stage.

A late goal from Drew Lowe put Valley
ahead at Pack Meadow only for Marvellous
Onabirekhanlen to equalise for the home
side which sent the game to penalties.

And Coleshill triumphed 4-2 in the shoot-
out as home goalkeeper Cameron Belford
saved two Rugby penalties.

Valley handed a debut to teenage goal-
keeper Xander Grieves and veteran mid-
fielder Callum Woodward in midfield.

The home side dominated the first half as
16-year-old loanee Grieves made a string of
saves to keep the game scoreless.

Grieves continued to star as he also
denied Tristan Dunkley after Theo Rowe
played the latter clean through on goal.

However, Valley eventually broke the
deadlock on 79 minutes when Lowe vol-

leyed in Trey Charles’ deep free-kick from
close range to score his first goal for the
club.

Coleshill equalised four minutes later as
Onabirekhanlen cleverly flicked Ben Usher-
Shipway’s cross into the corner of the net.

Grieves made a couple of crucial saves to
ensure the game went to penalties only for
his opposite number to have the final say.

Coleshill shot-stopper Belford saved spot
kicks from Woodward and Charles as the
home scored all four off their penalties to
dump Valley out of the competition.

That came after Rugby dropped into
the relegation zone following a 3-0 home
defeat against Sutton Coldfield Town last
weekend.

Valley suffered a fourth straight league
defeat as an early goal from Joseph Hull
and a Reece Gibson brace condemned the
home side to defeat at Butlin Road.

The result means Rugby drop into the
Northern Premier League Midlands relega-
tion zone, one point from safety.

Rugby are next in action against Coventry
Sphinx on Saturday, February 21 with kick-
off at 3pm at the Cameron Slater Arena.

Rivel Mardenborough provided
some attacking threat for Valley
against Sutton. Picture by Martin
Pulley.

to four matches with a
2-0 victory away at Long
Eaton United in mid-
week.

A header from Oran
Jackson and a Jake
Finnerty own goal saw
Borough claim a hard-
fought victory at Grange
Park.

The result means Rugby
sit 13th in the Northern
Premier League Midlands
table, six points outside
of the play-off places.

Borough broke the
deadlock one minute
before half time when
Jackson’s header found
the net.

And an own goal from
Finnerty doubled the
away side’s lead on 51
minutes after he turned
Will Grocott’s free-kick
into his own net.

a 1-1 draw away at
Wellingborough Town
last weekend.

An early goal from Tyrell
Waite put Borough ahead
only for Will Jones to score
a dramatic late equaliser
for the home side at the
Dog and Duck Ground.

Borough broke the
deadlock after just 14
minutes when Waite fin-
ished a ball in behind the
‘Wellingborough defence.

owever,
Wellingborough equal-
ised in the final minute
as Jones beat Borough
goalkeeper Marcus Bald
to the ball to head in the
leveller.

Rugby are next in
action against Mickleover
on Saturday, February 21
with kick-off at 3pm at
Kilsby Lane.
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