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Council playing catch-up

as pothole issue splrals

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

POTHOLES have almost trebled
on Warwickshire’s roads this
winter amid a major backlog of
permanent repairs.

Prolonged wet weather has seen
4,962 pothole fix requests submit-
ted to Warwickshire County Council
in the first two months of the year
- nearly three times the 1,678 raised
across the same period in 2025.

Director of highways Richard
Fenwick described ‘a difficult few
months’ with more than 30 gangs
working seven days a week since
Christmas to try to play catch-up.

He said the complaints received
from drivers were ‘justified’ but
WCC was having to fall back on
crude short-term pothole fixes as a
necessary evil.

Speaking to the communities
overview and scrutiny committee
he explained that for the sake of
speed and hazard mitigation more
than half of current repairs involved
little more than a dollop of tarmac
for the time being, acknowledging
that some break away within a mat-
ter of days.

But while aware that was far from
ideal, he added the realities of stay-
ing on top of the problem made for
a ‘tough choice’.

Warwickshire County Council
is working hard to deal with a
tripling in reports of potholes.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
0926003MMR

He said: “Doing it right first time
is best for value for money and
means fewer revisits but the perma-
nent saw-cut fixes take significantly
longer to do.

“We have to choose between get-
ting there in time to try to save
people’s wheels from being broken
or worse, even though we know we
might have to go back, or leaving
the hole there for longer with those
gangs (doing the spot fixes) taking
at least twice as long to do perma-
nent repairs.”

The county has a backlog of 1,624
permanent repairs, including revisits
to those quick fixes, but Mr Fenwick
hoped that would come down as the
weather improved.

The temporary fix sees hot tar-
mac stuck in the hole as it is, while
a permanent patch involves cutting
into the road and removing debris
under the right conditions before
filling it and pressing into the road
surface.

The council aims to keep tempo-
rary fixes to between ten and 20 per
cent of overall jobs, but Mr Fenwick
noted the current rate of 56 per cent
was ‘not where we want to be’.
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Are you looking to improve or enlarge
your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a beautiful new patio or driveway in B
Coventry, Bromsgrove, Redditch, Solihull, Leamington,

Kidderminster and Birmingham

* We've designed and built just about every shape and size of driveway and

5 Year guarantee

patio you can imagine, so we will not be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction and unlike other driveway
companies, with us you pay absolutely nothing upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk
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As recommended on
Daynurseries.co.uk, please visit
to see what our parents say

Saturday 7th March from 10am - 12pm
walk-ins welcome

If you are a
working parent
you could be
eligible for 30 hours
a week of free
childcare.

Providing a fully inclusive service for families with
children aged 6 weeks to 5 years from 7.30am to 6.30pm

At gmscote House
the warm and
weleoming environment
ensures that your
child’s individual needs
ave prioritised, and
their interests
wurtured.

ﬁ* T: 01926 425067
’*fﬁ =8 E: emscote.house@childbase.com

Emscote House Day Nursery and Preschool, 46 Warwick Place,
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 5DE

Emscote House

ofsted

Now taking registrations
We'd fove to show na'u around

=
Scan me for full
nursery details

Good
Provider

For a

Coventry City players brought
smiles to the faces of patients,
families, staff and volunteers at
Coventry Myton Hospice when
they took time out of their busy
schedules to pay a visit.

Ben Wilson, Josh Eccles, Jack Rudoni
and Brandon Thomas-Asante spent the
afternoon swapping stories with life-
long Sky Blues fans, reminiscing about
matchday memories and striking a pose
for photos.

Myton patient David said: “I've been a
fan for 75 years so this was such a treat.

“It meant so much to have the players
come and see us all and hopefully it will
help raise awareness of Myton and the
wonderful work they do.”

Michael, whose brother Tim is at the
hospice, said: “I've been a CCFC fan for
61 years and in all that time I've never
missed a home game but I've never had
the chance to meet the players.

“They were all so lovely and gave us so
much of their time. It was such a special
experience to share with my brother.”

Jeanette, the niece of hospice patient
Dot, said: “It was so lovely to see a smile
on Aunt Dot’s face — she even gave them
all a thumbs up. We're so grateful we got
to share this moment with her.”

Sky Blues midfielder Jack Rudoni said
there was an abundance of good spirit at
the hospice.

He said: “I'm glad we could come and
see everyone today.

Asante said the visit mea.nt a great deal
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ntre-forward

to the players.

He added: “Coming here is an oppor-
tunity to see into the lives of people who
support us.

“Seeing how people remain positive in
tough situations is inspiring. It’s amazing
to see how people can come together.”

Coventry-born midfielder Josh Eccles
said it was important to him to do his bit
for the community.

He said: “It’s one of those things that
means a lot to me, being from Coventry
and playing for the club.

“It’s nice for us to come out here and
see them and have a little chat.”

Goalkeeper Ben Wilson added: “To be
able to give people joy and put smiles on
people’s faces is amazing.”

“The response has been great, the spirit
has been lifted and that’s a fantastic feel-
ing for us and everyone at the hospice.”

Sue Medlock, ward manager at Coventry
Myton Hospice, and a season ticket hold-
er at Coventry City, arranged the visit.

She said: “We are incredibly grateful
to the players for taking the time out of
their busy season to visit us. Their kind-
ness and generosity brought smiles to so
many faces.

“Moments like these are so special,
helping families create memories during
what can be a very challenging time. We
can’t thank the team enough for their
support and for taking the time to visit
Myton.”

The players signed shirts for
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Triple-murderer
Anthony Russell,
above, reportedly
attacked Soham
double-murderer
lan Huntley at
HMP Frankland.
Pictures by West
Midlands Police. s
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Coventry Kkiller
reportedly attacks
child-murderer

Soham killer Huntley in ‘serious’ state

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@
bullivantmedia.com

A TRIPLE murderer from
Coventry is suspected
of attacking notorious
child-killer Ian Huntley
in prison.

Anthony Russell, formerly of
Riley Square, is reported to
have attacked Soham double
murderer Huntley with a make-
shift weapon at HMP Frankland
— a high security prison in

County Durham - according
to reports by the BBC and the
Daily Mail.

Russell, 43, is serving a
whole-life term for murdering
Julie Williams, her son David
‘Williams and Nicole McGregor
in the space of seven days in
October 2020.

Huntley, 52, who Killed
10-year-old schoolgirls Holly
Wells and Jessica Chapman
in 2002, suffered significant
head trauma in the attack and
was taken to hospital where
his condition was described as

serious. Durham Constabulary
said a male prisoner in his
mid-40s suspected of carrying
out the attack was ‘in deten-
tion’, and detectives investi-
gating the attack were liaising
with staff at the prison.

Russell’s reign of terror start-
ed on October 23, when Julie
Williams telephoned police to
report her 31 year-old son
David had not been seen for
two days.

Violent

Officers forced their way
into her Coventry home and
found the 58-year-old dead on
the living room floor, having
been killed in a violent attack
by Russell earlier in the day.

Russell fled on October 26,
after the discovery of Julie's
body, with money and a mobile
phone taken from a 78-year-
old man a day earlier. That
day, officers raided Russell’s
Coventry home after a tip-off
he had confessed to two kill-
ings. They found David’s body
under a bed.

A manhunt was launched for
Russell, who had travelled to
Kenilworth by bus and dragged
a 7l-year-old woman on the
ground before robbing her
of £200. Russell went on to
Leamington by bus, where
18-weeks-pregnant  Nicole,
whom he had never met,
became his third victim. Her
body was found on Newbold
Comyn days later. He was also
found guilty of her rape.

Russell was seen leaving
Leamington on foot on October
28, attacking a 75-year-old
man before stealing his car.

A nationwide hunt ended two
days later, when Russell was
found in Staffordshire.

He was told he would never
be released from prison, when
sentenced at Warwick Crown
Court in 2022.

In summer 2002, Huntley
lured Holly and Jessica
to his home in Soham,
Cambridgeshire, and killed
them. Their bodies were found
in a Suffolk ditch nearly a fort-
night later. Huntley was sen-
tenced to at least 40 years.

Drug dealer given 28-month
sentence after carrying coke

A DRUG dealer found in Rugby with
more than £6,000 in cash and street-value
cocaine on him has been jailed for two-
and-a-half years.

On January 14, officers from Rugby
Police’s serious organised crime
team spotted Royis Samuels, 43,
of Wentworth Road, behind the
wheel of a car he wasn’t sup-
posed to be driving, in Newbold
Road.

They followed him to a drive-
through and, when they tried to
stop him, he ignored them and
tried to run off but was caught
and arrested.

He had more than £2,000
in cash and £4,000 worth of
cocaine in his pockets.

He was charged with possess-
ing cocaine with intent to sup-
ply, acquiring/using/possessing
criminal property, using a motor
vehicle on a road without third-
party insurance and driving a
motor vehicle otherwise than in
accordance with a licence.

Having admitted the offences
at a previous hearing, he was
sentenced, at Warwick Crown
Court, to 28 months in prison.

Investigating officer Det Cons
Matthew Rapkins said: “I'm
delighted the drugs are now off
the streets as they truly do cause
misery in our communities.

“Above all, | hope Samuels’
sentence goes some way to reas-
suring the public we will proac-
tively target those we believe to
be involved in drugs, use our

Visit https://tinyurl.com/2fwmditxt to report
information or concerns about drugs.
Alternatively, information can be pro-
vided anonymously to the independent
charity Crimestoppers, on 0800 555 111.

powers to disrupt any activity Drug dealer Royis Samuels has been jailed for
and bring offenders to justice.” two-and-a-half years. s

For more information, or to book, please call

just(go'holidays 03332 342 514 qQuote 0SG
FSESESESE A Trustpiiot Reader Travel

The Celtic Connection
Departing Sun 10 May ‘26
This captivating tour combines the wonderful
landscapes of South Wales with the historical
south-east of Ireland. Enjoy the beauty
of the Gower Peninsula, explore the Irish
towns of Waterford and Cork, discover the
Titanic Experience Cobh and more!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry Tocund!
¢/ 3 nights at the Mercure Hotel, Swansea (JG3 you spefibouna:
rating) with dinner & breakfast SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Heritage journey on Brecon Mountain Railway +/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry
¢/ Free time in Waterford ¢/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London
¢ En-route visit to Tenby (JG3 or JG4 rating) with full English breakfast
 Excursions to Gower Peninsula, the Mumbles, ¢/ Stalls or Dress Circle ticket (evening performance)
Cardiff Castle, Cork & Titanic Experience Cobh

Wicked The Musical Evening
Show & London

Departing Sat 16 May ‘26,

Sat 17 Oct ‘26, Sat 14 Nov ‘26,
Sat 21 Nov ‘26, Sat 5 Dec ‘26

Wicked is the sensational musical that hits stages
like a twister with its electrifying score, stunning
sets and a story that turns Oz on its head. Full

of memorable songs such as No Good Deed

and Defying Gravity, this is guaranteed to leave

2Days by Coach only £189

Single Supplement £45

7 Days by Coach only £729

Single Supplement £180

subject to Just Go! Ho idays terms & conditions. (¢
ust Ltd. Air holidays are ATOL y !
& up .07 days posl publicalicn, af ler which prices may
ment. P ease see website or call for full details.

hese pack: 1
of Bonded
honoured o
may Incur asul

ch bookings are p

esha n& [ bonded
iLor pick up localicn holids/s

esar
fluctuale.

Visit us online at H justgohols e
BRITISH
TRAVEL

justgoholidays.com/OSG S

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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New artist’s work is
featured in landmark
year for town museum

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A ‘POWERFUL and fitting addi-
tion’ — Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum has marked 80 years of
collecting by acquiring a painting
by a renowned British artist.

The gallery has added A Place to
Rest (2025), by Hettie Inniss, to The
Rugby Collection, which is celebrating
its 80th anniversary with the exhibition
Unveiled.

A Place to Rest was selected following
a consultation with gallery staff, friends
of the gallery and borough councillors
as an artwork which aligns with Rugby’s
collecting policy, values and community
ambitions.

Hettie has described the work as draw-
ing on a memory of walking through
Formby Pine Woods — triggered by the
feeling of warmth from sunlight through
a window — and says it offers a sense of
calm, reflection and renewal.

Hettie said: “It is a privilege for my
painting to be included in the Rugby
Collection — my first work entering a
public collection in the UK - and to
be alongside so many artists who have
influenced me and those I have only just
discovered from visits to the gallery.”

A gallery spokesperson said: “Hettie’s
practice explores the idea of ‘Black flu-

idity’, treating identity as lived, layered
and continually unfolding.

“Her work offered a fresh counterpoint
to the collection’s historical emphasis
on the figurative, introducing a form of
emotional abstraction that is generous,
sensorial and open to interpretation.

“Younger audiences found her work
bold and relatable while others described
a sense of nostalgia and warmth that
made the painting feel welcoming.

“It was frequently described as a bridge
between past and present, offering a new
visual language while remaining true to
the collection’s founding principle of col-
lecting artists of promise and renown.”

Exhibition

The Unveiled exhibition brings togeth-
er all 257 artworks from The Rugby
Collection into the gallery for the first
time in decades.

The Rugby Collection holds nota-
ble examples of 20th and 21st century
British art and aims to reflect ambition,
innovation and the changing character of
British creativity.

New acquisitions should be by British
artists of promise or renown; reflect the
continuing development of British art;
contribute to public engagement, educa-
tion and cultural pride; and support rep-
resentation, diversity and contemporary
relevance.

Katie Boyce, senior exhibitions officer
at Rugby Art Gallery and Museum, said:
“This acquisition captures exactly what
we hope The Rugby Collection can be.

“As we mark 80 years of collecting, we
wanted this moment to feel inclusive and
forward-looking.

“Inviting people to share their views
on the shortlisted works was vital and
the connection visitors felt with Hettie’s
painting was immediate. It speaks to
memory, belonging and change in a way
that feels very relevant today. We're
proud to see it join the collection at such
a significant milestone.”

Councillor Maggie O’Rourke, Rugby
Borough Council spokesperson for part-
nerships and wellbeing, said: “This is a
very special moment for Rugby. For 80
years, The Rugby Collection has grown
and Hettie Inniss’ A Place to Rest feels
like a powerful and fitting addition at this
milestone.

“It brings a contemporary voice into
the collection while honouring its found-
ing principles and it shows our continued
commitment to representation, creativity
and public engagement.”

Her Liberal Democrat counterpart
Coun Neil Sandison added: “I was pleased
to view this wonderful new acquisition as
part of the Unveiled exhibition and urge
all residents to take the time to visit.”

Unveiled runs at Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum until June 6.
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Hettie Inniss with A Place
to Rest at the launch of
the Unveiled exhibition. s

¥V Wilkes

Expert legal advice

when it matters most.

Your legal partner
for all things in life.
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by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@
bullivantmedia.com

ART lovers can enjoy
a tour of some of
Warwickshire’s
historic portraits
while supporting a
major conservation
project.

Portraits of the Shire
Hall will take place at
the Judges’ House at
Shire Hall in Warwick
on Saturday March 21,
from 2pm to 3.15 pm.

Led jointly by art
historian Dr Adam
Busiakiewicz and histo-
rian Aaron Manning, the
tour will explore the por-
traits and paintings with-
in the Judges’ House.

The event will help
fund the restoration of
a portrait of Henry VIII
rediscovered in 2024
after ‘hiding in plain
sight’ at Warwickshire
County Council’s Shire

® Proceeds from the tour
will go towards restoring
Ralph Sheldon’s portrait

of Henry VIIl. s

Kenilworth toymaker’s book is in town library

A CHILDREN'S book penned by a
real life Kenilworth-based Geppetto
is available for youngsters to read
at the town library.

Cyril Hobbins’ picture book Uncle
Buckle — Inventor Extraordinaire,
which is aimed at primary-school
children, tells of an inventor who
creates contraptions which take
him along the ground and into the
air powered by steam, petrol and
sometimes manpower.

The author, who died last year,
spent much of his life bringing joy
to others. The wooden toymaker
fearned an invite, from Disney,

to Hollywood in 2009, where he
was filmed explaining how his toys
were made for an extra feature on
a re-mastered DVD of classic film
Pinocchio.

Cyril, well-known in Kenilworth,
said he wrote Uncle Buckle for
the kind of child he was: “a little
shy and a bit bookish” but with an
imagination that took him to other
worlds.

Candy Evans, of Spring View
Publications, said: “Cyril was very
keen to have the book available
to all children through Kenilworth
Library but sadly did not live to

see this. It's great that the book is
now available, following support
from Councillors Alison Insley and
Richard Dickson. The book is in
the reference section of Kenilworth
Library so children will need to
read it within the library.”

Cyril’'s long-time friend Nick
Green said: “As | gradually got to
know him, he would tell me many
of his life stories, which were truly
amazing. He certainly came from a
different era. It was a pleasure for
me to forward his name for a street
name to Kenilworth Town Council,
who gave it their full support.”

The late Cyril Hobbins’ book is now available for youngsters to read at Kenilworth Library. s

Hall base. The painting was spot-
ted by Dr Busiakiewicz, who has
since re-identified the painting as
a lost work which was once part
of a famous set of 22 portraits
commissioned in the 1590s by
Ralph Sheldon.

The portrait collection was
originally hung at Weston House,
the tapestry maker Sheldon’s
‘Warwickshire home, and only a
handful of paintings from the
group survive.

Examples can be viewed by the
public at the National Portrait
Gallery, in London; one survives
at Eton College; and another can
be found at Knebworth House.
Scholars had always considered
Sheldon’s portrait of Henry VIII
to be missing.

The rediscovery was made
when Dr Busiakiewicz spotted the
painting in a photograph on the
X social media platform, hang-
ing in the corner of a room of
Warwick’s Shire Hall. It bears a
distinctive arched top, which is a
special feature of the Sheldon set,
and happened to be housed in a
frame which is identical to other
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‘Lost’ treasure is at
eart of exhibition

Participants on the tour will
gain insights into the history of
the artworks, the lives of the sit-
ters and the connections between
monarchs, Warwick and the sur-
rounding region.

Dr Busiakiewicz said: “Most vis-
itors to Shire Hall probably think
of the paintings collection simply
as wall decoration.

“However, since rediscovering
Ralph Sheldon’s lost portrait of
Henry VIII in the summer of
2024 - hiding in plain sight in
the collection there — it’s been
clear to me that there are more
fascinating artworks waiting to be
uncovered.

“It is a very exciting and rare
opportunity to shine a light on
these overlooked paintings.

“Importantly, 50 per cent of
all ticket sales will go direct-
ly towards the restoration and
future display of Ralph Sheldon’s
portrait of Henry VIII, helping to
preserve this significant work for
future generations.”

Tickets cost $£20.

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.
uk/heritageboxoffice/ to book

surviving examples. tickets.
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helping great charities

Your Will can transform lives.

Your Will touches the lives of your loved ones - and also

future generations. If you're 55 or over, make or update your

Will for free and include a gift to a cause dear to you.

Free Wills Month is your chance to leave your lasting legacy.

Please quote Free Wills Month when you call a solicitor.
m British Heart

ANGELS SOLICITORS LLP Founsation

Jaskieran Sandhu -
02476 252211

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

117-119 New Union Street, @, i
Coventry, CV1 2NY =Arthritis
DAVISONS SOLICITORS Sl’mke

LIMITED

Ellie Brunton -

01926 893713

Estate House, 4 Euston
Place, Leamington Spa,
CV32 4LN

ROTHERHAM & CO.
SOLICITORS

Tara Jamil -
02476 227331
8-9 The Quadrant,
Coventry, CV1 2EG

TALBOTS LAW
Trusts and Estates
Department -
0800 1181500
10 The Quadrant,
Coventry, CV1 2EL

Association

ALZHEIMER'S I
RESEARCH UK

Marie

Curie .‘- Guide

Dogs

]
“ageuk

Let's change how we age

NSPCC

freewillsmonth.co.uk
The Free Wills Month charities are paying for a limited number of simple Wills.

The solicitor defines what is ‘simple’, and if your Will is considered complex, you may be asked to pay
the solicitor for the extra work. There is no obligation to include a gift to any of the charities. The
campaign is intended for those aged 55 or over. Free Wills Month is organised by Capacity Marketing
for Charities, who is also acting as the agent for the Free Wills Month charities. For further information,

EpoRARNG

and to view Capacity’s privacy policy, visit www.freewillsmonth.co.uk. REGULATOR
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A CONSULTATION event will give Rugby
residents a chance to comment on a pio-
neering project to use the region’s canals
to transfer water from the Midlands to the
Southeast.

The Grand Union Canal Transfer (GUCT)
scheme, a joint project between Affinity
Water, Severn Trent and the Canal & River
Trust, will transfer highly treated recycled
water to ensure future drinking water sup-
plies, and strengthen the UK’s water infra-
structure.

It will recycle readily available treated
wastewater, transfer it via the canal, treat it,
and supply it to customers’ taps.

The consultation event in Hillmorton
will give communities, residents and busi-
nesses a chance to offer their thoughts on
the scheme’s progress as it moves towards

Chance to share your views

securing a Development Consent Order — a
type of planning permission granted by the
government for major infrastructure projects.

Natasha Coackley, Head of Strategic
Resource Options for Affinity Water, said:
“Engaging with the communities, residents
and businesses that will be impacted by the
scheme enables us to build a scheme that
works for everyone.

“From identifying opportunities to embed
social value in locations along the route, to
partnering with local businesses, there are
an abundance of opportunities for us to work
collaboratively.”

The consultation event will be hosted at
the Waterside Pub inn Crick Road on Friday
March 13 from 12-3pm. Visit https:/guc-
transfer.co.uk/consultation/ for more infor-
mation.
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Reminder to all
voters as polls
draw closer

THE RETURNING Officer for Rugby
has urged electors to plan ahead before
voting in May’s local elections.

Elections for 14 Rugby Borough Council
wards take place on Thursday May 7,
together with parish council elections
in Easenhall, Long Lawford, Shilton and
Barnacle, Wolston, and Wolvey.

The council has relaunched its ‘Are You
Election Ready?’ campaign to remind resi-
dents of recent changes to voting.

They include the need to produce a
valid form of photo ID to vote at a poll-
ing station, the requirement to complete
and sign a postal vote return form when
hand-delivering a postal vote to the Town
Hall or a polling station, and a limit on the
number of postal votes a single voter can
hand deliver.

And Dan Green, the Returning Officer
for Rugby, warned 2,155 electors in the
borough had postal votes cancelled on
February 1 after falling foul of a new rule
which means electors must now renew
postal votes every three years.

This means electors who applied to vote
by post before October 31 2023 needed to
renew postal votes by January 31 this year
in order to vote in the May elections.

Mr Green said the new rule, introduced
under the Elections Act 2022, meant the
2,155 electors now needed to make a new
application to vote by post on May 7 — or
vote at a polling station on election day.

He said: “The requirement to renew your
postal vote every three years was the final
change to the way we vote introduced by
the Elections Act 2022 and our electoral
services team has contacted all electors
impacted by the change by letter, email and
phone.

“The team will always contact electors
who need to renew postal votes well in
advance of an election, so if you've not
heard from us, your postal vote remains
valid.

“There’s still time for electors to apply
for a postal vote for the May elections, but
I'd encourage everyone who intends to vote
in the local elections — whether in person
at a polling station, by post or by proxy —
to take five minutes now to check they're
ready for polling day.”

Electors have been reminded of the key
deadlines in the run-up to the election:

- Register to vote by Monday April 20
(www.rugby.gov.uk/registertovote)

- Apply for for postal votes by 5pm on
Tuesday April 21 (www.rugby.gov.uk/
postalvote)

- Apply for a Voter Authority Certificate by
5pm on Tuesday April 28(www.rugby.
gov.uk/voterID)

- Apply for proxy vote applications by 5pm
on Thursday April 30 (www.rugby.gov.
uk/proxyvote)

Visit www.rugby.gov.uk/electionready to
check whether you are election ready.

KINGHAMS

AUCTIONEERSeVALUERS

———
Gio Ponti for Venini
glass bottle
SOLD for £790

Glass & Design Valuation

Event in Dorridge
Thursdav 12 March 11 am to 2pm

Free Valuations of Paintings,
Ceramics, Silver, Watches,
Antiques & Collectables

With Specialist John Keightley

at The Meeting Room,

Dorridge Village Hall
Grange Road, Dorridge,

Solihull, B93 8QA

Home Visits. Estate Clearance. Downsizing Advice.
Probate & Insurance Valuations.
Contact: Adrian Rathbone 01608 695695
adrian@kinghamsauctioneers.com

Head Office: 10-12 Cotswold Business Village,
Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0JQ

www.kinghamsauctioneers.com
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PHOENIX 'COACHES .

March Adult  Child
17th Cotswold Market & Broadway..... ...£27.00 £22.00
21st Afternoon Tea & LItCFIEId. ........ccevruermiieireirciiceeee e £33.00 £28.00
SISt LIVEIPOOL ..ottt £29.00 £22.00
April

8th Cheddar Gorge & Clarkes Shopping Village £30.00 £24.00
11th London......... & £30.00 £24.00
14th Cotswolds & Broadway . ...£29.00 £24.00
May

5th Pub Lunch... .£31.00 £25.00
16th Black Country Museum . .£27.00 £24.00
26th Lunch & Entertainment .. £37.00

27th Skegness ....£29.50 £24.00
30th Camden Market ... £30.00

June

6th Gloucester DOCKS & QUAYS .........ocvurerrrireeeiriseieieieie et ssesseeaas £26.00 £20.00
13th Bath £30.00 £25.00
16th Shrewsbury. ...£27.00 £22.00
13th Windsor £30.00 £24.00

breakfast, free time round Liverpool

Scotland- Waverley Castle Hotel 27th-31st May 26. 5 Days/ 4 Nights £425 Per Peron
Price Includes- All Coach Hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
Excursions, Admission to Falkirk Wheel, and Admission to Ainwick Castle

Liverpool- Atlantic Tower Hotel 31st July-2nd August 26. 3 Days/2 Nights £180 Per Person
Price Includes- All Coach hire, Evening meal on 1st night only, 2 nights accommodation, 2 days

Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights £395 Per Person.
Price Includes- All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
excursions, Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE
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Car thief Shane
Jackson has

been jailed for
six years. s
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Serial car thief was
found hiding in bed

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A PROLIFIC car thief has
been jailed after a spate of
Coventry ‘car-key burgla-
ries’.

Shane Jackson was caught hid-
ing in a bed when Coventry Police
raided an address in the city in
November.

The 26-year-old has been jailed
for six years after pleading guilty to
burglaries and car thefts.

Officers began investigating a
series of thefts and attempted bur-
glaries in Finham in September.

Several people recorded Jackson
attempting to open their front doors

Witness appeal

A STREET brawl in Coventry has
sparked a police appeal for witnesses.

Police were called to Albert Street
in the city centre shortly after 5am
on February 1, when a group of men

started fighting.

Officers would like to speak to the
men pictured, right, or to anyone who
was in the area and has information
about the incident and the events lead-

ing up to it.

Anyone with information should call
West Midlands Police on 101, quoting

crime number 20/132692/26.

so he could steal car keys. Jackson
was twice able to enter and steal
keys but one of the victims had an
airtag on the keys, which enabled
their owner to trace the location of
the keys.

Doorbell camera footage was
examined by officers, who identi-
fied Jackson from his clothing and
distinctive limp.

After several weeks evading cap-
ture, Jackson was found hiding in a
bed by officers during a warrant.

He did not offer any explana-
tion or deny his involvement in the
thefts and refused to leave his cell
for interviewe.

Jackson was charged and rem-
anded in custody in November
and jailed in February, at Warwick
Crown Court.

He pleaded guilty to two burgla-
ries, two attempted burglaries, four
vehicle thefts and a charge of han-
dling stolen goods.

Det Sgt Jay Aston, from Coventry
CID, said: “Burglary is a deeply
invasive crime which leaves victims
feeling unsafe in the one place they
should feel safest: their homes.

“DC Laura Carter worked tireless-
ly to link the offences and identify
Jackson as a suspect, meticulously
piecing together the evidence to
secure charges against him.

“We welcome a custodial sen-
tence and hope this serves as a firm
reminder of how seriously we take
acquisitive crime.”

Visit https://tinyurl.com/4r438j4b,
for advice on preventing car and
vehicle theft.

Police would like to speak to thse men in connection with
the brawl. s

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litle overheads
BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS

Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE’S

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Time to get crafting

CRAFTERS are being invited to a special Mother’s Day
gift-making workshop in Warwick.

A button-rings and bead earrings event will be held at
St John’s House on Saturday, March 14 — the day before
Mother’s Day — from 2pm until 4pm.

Over the two hours, participants will learn how to make
two pairs of bead earrings and two button rings to take
home and treasure. No experience is needed, just a will-
ingness to have a go and enjoy some creative time.

All materials will be provided but participants are being
encouraged to bring along their own buttons or beads
— perhaps from an old coat, a favourite dress or a long-

forgotten jewellery box.

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/heritageboxoffice to

book a place.

Take a peek into the
county’s rich history

HISTORY enthusiasts will
be able to enjoy two talks
at Warwickshire County
Record Office this spring.

The first subject, The
Puckerings and Warwick
Priory, will take place
tomorrow (Saturday), at
2pm.

Historian Trevor Langley
will tell the tale of the
Puckering family, once own-
ers of Warwick Priory — the
very site where the County
Record Office stands today
— including how sole heir-
ess Jane Puckering was
abducted from a royal park
in London in a daring plot
to seize the family’s for-
tune.

The second talk: Plagues,
Potions and Parish Records:
A Journey Through Medical
History, will be held on

Tuesday,
6pm.

From an 18th-century
recipe for “a most excel-
lent medicine against the
plague” to tales of robber-
ies, hangings and medical
research in parish regis-
ters, the collections at the
record office reveal fasci-
nating stories showing how
people in the past used to
prevent and treat illness.

Both events involve
a short tour behind the
scenes into the strong-
rooms and the chance to
explore documents from
the collections.

Tickets cost £10 for each
event and include tea and
coffee.

Visit www.warwickshire.
gov.uk/heritageboxoffice
to book.

March 24, at

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

SHEEP are helping restore a
rare butterfly habitat next to
a south Warwickshire railway
tunnel.

The area, by Harbury Tunnel near
Leamington, suffered a huge landslip
in 2015, causing major disruption and
damaging ground alongside the track.

The landslip also affected a site of
special scientific interest (SSSI) fre-
quented by a rare butterfly species.

Network Rail engineers have worked
to restore the embankment, for safety
and the SSSI habitat, by planting mead-
ow grasses and wildflowers favoured by
pollinating insects.

The slope makes it costly to use the

mechanical mowing needed to prevent
tree growth, which encroaches on the
butterflies’ habitat.

Network Rail, Butterfly Conservation
and a local farmer instead moved sheep
onto the site.

The sheep will winter on the embank-
ment, grazing grass and weeds to give
the best possible chance for pollinators
to thrive again in spring.

Simon Thatcher, assistant track safe-
ty engineer for Network Rail’s central
route, said: “This site represented a
tricky challenge for us because of its
location and unique ecology.

“The devastation caused by the land-
slip depleted the available habitat and
this work will help improve the line-side
ecology and the SSSI.

“We're really pleased we’ve been able
to come to this agreement and bring
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Sheep are helping

bring butterflies
back to land near
Harbury Tunnel. s

sheep onto the embankment. They will
be a welcome addition for local wildlife
and passing passengers.”

Mike Slater, chair of Butterfly
Conservation’s Warwickshire branch,
said: “This is a fantastic project for
butterflies and we are delighted to be
involved. By managing this land in the
right way, we have the opportunity to
create the perfect habitat for five rare
species of butterfly: small blue, dark
green fritillary, grizzled skipper, dingy
skipper and green hairstreak.

“To make this project work, Network
Rail used special fencing not used in
this way before in the UK and which is
high enough and sturdy enough to keep
sheep safely on-site. We are very grate-
ful for this innovative work and hope
it will inspire more projects to help
restore nature across the UK.”

pound for £ the
are the best’

&

INTERNATIONAL METALS &
>> GABLE RECYCLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables

Collection Service Available

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU378AQ

01789 121288

david@imritd.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri - 8am - 5pm
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Sheila
Rendall said
a fond fare-
well to pupils
at Goo
Shepherd

. Catholic

= Primary
School.

Standing down
after 39 years

A BELOVED dinner lady who has served
up a million meals over four decades
at a Coventry primary school has been
given an emotional retirement send-off
by pupils.

Great-grandmother Sheila Rendall has
retired after 39 years at Good Shepherd
Catholic Primary School, where she is esti-
mated to have cooked around one million
meals.

Sheila joined the Spring Road school in
January 1987, just a few months before
Coventry City lifted the FA Cup and Margaret
Thatcher secured a third term in office.

Sheila said she plans to spend her retire-
ment travelling around the UK with her hus-
band Stuart as well as helping to raise her five
grandchildren and great-grandchild

The lifelong Coventry resident, who said
mac and cheese had become her signature
school dinner dish over the last few years,
was presented with flowers and a personal-
ised rolling pin by pupils to say thank you.

Sheila said: “A lot has changed in the last
39 years but it’s always been a case of if the

children are happy, then I'm happy, so I've
always tried to make sure the food looks and
tastes great.

“There is rightly much more of a focus on
providing nutritious meals compared to when
I first started.

“There have been so many highlights, but
seeing the Christmas celebrations each year,
cooking festive meals and hearing the chil-
dren sing will stand out as my fondest
moments — it’s quite a magical place to be at
that time of year and I'll certainly miss it.

“T've felt at home since day one and have
always been supported by everyone around
me over the years, which I'm incredibly grate-
ful for. I've had a brilliant last few days and
I'm going to miss everyone, but I'm looking
forward to retirement.”

School Principal Michael Kirby said:
“Sheila has been a tremendous asset to Good
Shepherd Catholic Primary School over the
years and we will be sorry to see her go.

“She will be missed by staff and pupils
alike and we wish her the very best for her
retirement.”

P —c'vulw“ =

Staff from
Orbit Homes
visited
Whoberley Hall
with books
which aim to
support pupils
with their
understanding
of feelings and
growing up.

Some welcome stories

BOOKWORMS at a Coventry primary school
are getting in touch with their emotions
thanks to a donation of reading material for
‘World Book Day.

Pupils at Whoberley Hall Primary School
received a donation of mental health and
wellbeing themed books from local house-
builder Orbit Homes.

Staff from Orbit Homes, the house-
building arm of Coventry-headquartered
not-for-profit housing group Orbit, visited
‘Whoberley Hall with books which aim to
support KS1 and KS2 pupils with their
understanding of feelings and growing up,
as well as activity books to help them stay

calm and relaxed.

Year 3 teacher Sally Mills said: “These
books will help give the children confidence
in expressing their emotions and feelings,
and will support them in developing good
habits for managing their mental health and
wellbeing.”

Emily Kemp, Marketing Manager for
Orbit Homes in the Midlands, said: “Reading
is a crucial part of young people’s education
and development, and we're very proud to
donate books that can support the children
with their reading and also encourage them
to learn about helpful techniques for taking
care of their mental health and wellbeing.”
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HOME COMPOSTING: GARDENERS in Warwickshire
can start cutting costs and growing stronger plants by
attending one of a series of home composting work-
shops this spring and summer.

The free one-hour workshops are being held at
libraries in Rugby, Kenilworth, Wolston, Alcester,
Nuneaton, Bedworth and Atherstone from April to July.

They aim to provide the knowledge required to suc-
cessfully turn kitchen and garden waste into nutrient-
rich compost.

‘Warwickshire County Council is offering discounted
compost bins to those who attend.

The council’s environment spokesperson Coun
Darren Cheshire said: “Our home composting work-
shops are a fantastic opportunity to learn more about
the simple yet significant impact that home compost-
ing can have.

“It’s an easy way for residents to enrich their gar-
dens naturally, reduce waste and save a bit of money
along the way.

“Our workshops provide all the guidance needed to
get started, and with the added incentive of discounted
compost bins, we hope many residents will take advan-
tage of this opportunity over the next few months.”

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/green-waste/com-
posting for more information, or to book a place at a
workshop.

The Observer, Friday March 6, 2026

Theatre set to offer
a Stranger thriller

A RARE, recently discovered Agatha
Christie thriller is next on the bill at
Rugby Theatre.

The Stranger is a stage version of
Christie’s short story Philomel Cottage,
but even though the playwright penned
the adaption in 1932, it wasn’t performed
or published in her lifetime.

It tells the story of a woman called
Enid, who rejects her long-term fiance
for a handsome and charming stranger
called Gerald. But when the pair move to
a remote country cottage, Gerald’s true
personality begins to emerge, leading to a
dark and shocking conclusion.

The show’s director Debbie Hibberd
said: “The Stranger is different to any
other Agatha Christie play you might have
seen, with psychological suspense rather
than overt action.

“How do you know if a stranger is tell-
ing you the truth? The internet has raised
the profile of romance fraud, but it’s actu-
ally a very old form of deception, and The
Stranger feels much more of the moment
than you might expect for an Agatha
Christie play.”

Debbie, who has been an Agatha
Christie fan since she was at primary
school, described the play as a ‘lost and
found story’.

She added: “It was hidden in Christie’s
archives until 2017, and the first profes-
sional production was in 2019 in America.
The UK premier of The Stranger didn’t
take place until 2021, so this is a rare
opportunity for theatregoers.”

Enid and Gerald are played by renowned
Rugby Theatre actors Wendy Kay and
Dean Mills, and the central roles are

Left to right: Wendy Kay as Enid, Dean Mills as Gerald, and Melanie Lee

as Doris.

supported by Enid’s best friend Doris
(Melanie Lee) and her fiance Dick (Chris
Allen-Mason). Housemaids Mrs Huggins
and Mrs Birch, both played by Jill Dwyer,
add humour to the tale.

Debbie added: “Rugby Theatre is
delighted to bring you this 1932 edition

of a rather modern crime story. Join us
for an intimate psychological thriller,
where the queen of mystery reminds us
that not everyone is who they seem.”

The Stranger runs from March 7-14.
Visit www.rugbytheatre.co.uk or call
01788 541234 for tickets.

IN-HOUSE
JEWELLERY

WATCH
BATTERIES

SATCHWELL WALK,
LEAMINGTON SPA
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ZBED FACTORY

Trading since 1989
3 floors full of beds
(We are bigger than we look)
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Attention Arthritis Sufferer's
Revealed The Hidden Secret Of How To Massively Reduce Pain

And Discomfort, Without The Need For Expensive Drugs Or Surgery!!!!

Mammoth Centre of Excellence
We at the Bed Factory Leamington are proud to have been
awarded by Mammoth the title of Centre of Excellence
This is due to the fully trained staff and the display of the
complete range of the new Mammoth Medical grade mattresses.
We are recommended by Chiropractors and Doctors for our
range of pressure relieving mattresses.

INPARTNERSHIP WITH
CHARTERED A
SOCIETY BRIGHT IDEAS
OF IN HEALTH
PHYSIOTHERAPY AWARDS

Look at our

trustpilot reviews at
uk.trustpilot.com

For the last decade Mammoth has built a reputation as a leader in

health and wellbeing - the brand that brought Medical Grade™ foam and
PostureCells® to the mattress market. Scientific testing, health award wins
and an exclusive partnerships with the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy
have made it the go-to name for those who need genuine comfort, pain
relief and a great night's sleep.

Born out of healthcare and based on the pressure relieving materials used in
medical beds on spinal injury units, Mammoth's secret ingredient is Medical
Grade™ foam — a naturally cooling, pressure-relieving but supportive material
that's shown to be far superior to standard memory foam.

Unlike memory foam, Medical Grade™ foam doesn't require heat to become
pliable, nor does it lock sleepers in place where they may seize up with aches
and pains. Instead, Medical Grade™ foam instantly contours to the body and
provides a supportive yet flexible surface that aids natural spinal alignment.

This is complemented by Mammoth's innovative PostureCells® —
independently moving castellations in the foam that provide even support
but reduce partner disturbance. Importantly, the air channels between
each PostureCell® also serve to wick away the moisture and allergens that
typically build up through the night.

Testing excellence

Under laboratory conditions, Medical Grade™ foam mattresses have been
found to provide 46% greater pressure relief and 69% faster cooling than
standard 50kg memory foam. For sleepers that means:

Improved circulation through the night
Faster recovery and healing

Reduced overheating

Reduced perspiration

Improved hygiene

Mammoth new range of
mattresses now on show.

Determined to go further, Mammoth also put its mattresses through testing
at Northumbria University's Centre for Sleep Research. In clinical trials it
was shown that Mammoth's mattresses helped sleepers fall asleep 29%
quicker, experience a 7% increase in sleep efficiency and report a 21%
increase in sleep enjoyment.

Award wins

Mammoth's unique technologies helped the brand to win a Bright Ideas in
Health award for pressure relief and temperature regulation — awards usually
reserved for teams working within the NHS.

These impressive results are among the reasons why Mammoth has become
the go-to name for elite athletes and professional sports stars — as can be
seen through partnerships with the Rugby Players' Association, British
Athletes Commission and Professional Cricketers’ Association over the years,
as well as relationships with Premier League football teams and Olympians.

Combatting back pain

The unique properties of Mammoth's sleep and comfort technologies have
made it the go-to mattress range for health professionals. By improving
pressure relief, enhancing postural support and increasing circulation,
physiotherapists in particular love the positive patient outcomes offered by
Mammoth. With over 50% of adults now estimated to suffer from back pain
in their lives, it's never been more important to invest in the very best sleep
surface to ease pain and discomfort.

Want to make a healthy choice and upgrade
the quality of your sleep? Try the Mammoth
Bed Test Centre at The Bed Factory now.

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL
139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX

01926 422404

sales@thebedfactory.co.uk
and www.thebedfactory.co.uk

Trustpilot * * * * x
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Stories from the past have plenty

STORIES
MADE
FROM

IES

ABOVE: Prashant
Kansara said being
involved with the exhi-
bition had changed
how he understood
his own memories of
growing up in the city.

RIGHT: Ayisha
Abraham said the
exhibition feels espe-
cially relevant now.
Picture by Ayesha
Jones.

INSET: Jitey Samra
said sharing lived
experiences can help
create understanding.

Pictures by Ayesha
Jones.

A GROUP of Coventry-based vol-
unteers have shared their stories of
British South Asian culture as part
of a major exhibition at the Herbert
Art Gallery and Museum.

‘Stories That Made Us - Roots,
Resilience, Representation’ traces more
than 50 years of South Asian life in
the UK through four immersive rooms

reflect the diversity of Coventry’s South
Asian communities, with roots spanning
India, Kenya, other parts of Africa and
South Asia and the wider diaspora.

They explore migration journeys, first
impressions of Britain, and how lan-
guage and attitudes around belonging
often repeat across decades.

Jitey Samra, who has worked in men-

inspired by the real experiences il o

of one Coventry family. Since
opening in November, it has
welcomed thousands of visi-
tors.

A team of seven South Asian
Cultural Ambassadors have con-
tributed their voices and per-
sonal histories to the exhibition
as part of a partnership between
Herbert Art Gallery & Museum
and Coventry Archives, which
aims to bring stories of identity,
belonging and migration to life.

The group, which has been
meeting monthly to share and
record oral histories which
appear in the exhibition,
includes Prashant Kansara,
Priti Kansara, Ayisha Abraham,
as well as Jitey Samra, Mehru
Fitter MBE, Suminder Virk and
Kauser Husain.

Visitors can hear their voices
in key parts of the show — including the
‘passport control’ room setting, where
people describe what it felt like arriving
in Britain, and in sound installations
exploring what it means to be British
South Asian across generations.

The ambassadors’ stories aim to

tal health services in Coventry, said
sharing lived experiences can help cre-
ate understanding.

She said: “I grew up thinking many
of the struggles I heard about in my
family were in the past. But listening to
people’s stories made me realise how

much prejudice and inequality was stil
happening, often quietly, behind closec
doors. When people hear these experi:
ences, it creates empathy and helps
explain behaviour, trauma and identity
in a much deeper way.

“Hearing more about people’s lives
in the UK can help to create bonds anc
build bridges across communities, anc

N that’s why this exhibition is sc
j powerful, and why it’s impor
tant we hear more stories from

~ families in Coventry.”

Ayisha Abraham, who was
born in London in the 1960¢
and later left Britain with hex
family following Enoch Powell’s
‘Rivers of Blood’ speech, saic
the exhibition feels especially
relevant now.

She said: “There’s something
uncanny about how these sto-
ries repeat themselves. The
language around who belongs
and who doesn’t feels uncom-
fortably familiar.

“What this exhibition does sc
powerfully is place an intimate
family story inside a much big:
ger historical framework, mak-
ing global forces human anc
emotional.

“There is so much that wil
resonate with you in unexpect:
ed ways. That’s why it’s an unmissable
exhibition for people regardless of theil
background, and why I think so many
people feel compelled to speak about if
after seeing it.”

Continued opposite

We can help

an emotional and difficult decision
lots to think about.

care home, so that you feel confident

that’s more suited to your needs.

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

We know moving into residential care is

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right

decision you make — whether that’s choosing
a WCS Care home, or one outside our group

Questions about care?

with

about the

CARE HOME
GROUP

carehome.co.uk

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby
07802 728443

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

Registered charity number 1012788

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk
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Special Feature
to tell us about how we live now

Continued

Coventry-born visual art-
ist Prashant Kansara said being
involved had changed how he
understood his own memories of
growing up in the city.

He said: “These were objects
and experiences I grew up with
but took for granted, or even felt
embarrassed by. Seeing them col-
lected and celebrated made me
realise they weren’t just personal,
they held history.

“This exhibition gives value to
memories many of us thought were
just everyday incidents, and shows
they were part of something much
bigger. It’s an incredible platform
to build connection and I can’t wait
to see what other people make of
it.”

Coventry is home to one of the
UK’s most established South Asian
communities, with 18.5 per cent
of residents identifying as Asian or
Asian British — around double the
national average.

The exhibition draws on Hardish
Virk’s ‘Stories That Made Us’
archive and Coventry Archives’
Virk Collection, bringing together
photographs, books, magazines,
posters, vinyl records, cassettes
and personal memorabilia along-
side oral histories, radio broad-
casts, music and film to bring the
nuanced stories of South Asian
communities to life.

Shaniece Martin, who coor-

dinates the South Asian Cultural
Ambassadors programme, said the
ambassador scheme was designed
to ensure a range of South Asian
voices were embedded in the exhi-
bition.

She said: “When people hear real
stories of migration and identity,
it becomes much harder to rely on
stereotypes.

“Visitors hear what it felt like
to step off the plane, the shock of
arrival, and how identity is shaped
over time. These experiences aren’t
just history, they're still shaping
lives today.

“Now that the exhibition is open,
the focus is on encouraging more
people from South Asian back-
grounds to get involved by visiting
the exhibition, sharing reflections,
and contributing their own stories
to Coventry Archives to help build
a lasting record of South Asian life
in the city.”

The programme is hosted by
Coventry Archives as part of the
‘Stories That Made Us — Roots,
Resilience, Representation’ exhibi-
tion, conceived and co-curated by
artist and curator Hardish Virk in
partnership with the Herbert Art
Gallery and Museum, with support
from The National Lottery Heritage
Fund.

‘Stories That Made Us — Roots,
Resilience, Representation’ is on
display at the Herbert Art Gallery
and Museum until May 25.
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Ayisha Abraham, Shaniece Martin and Jitey Samra. Picture by Ayesha Jones.
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OUR BIG SALE
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they
don't have enough stock left to service them.
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throughout the Midlands. There are no R.R. prices on carpets, so if others give

50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal high ﬁrices. ALWAYS

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985
SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE ARE HERE
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AN OPENING: A BIG-hearted
business seized a window of
opportunity to help The Myton
Hospices.

Nationwide Windows and
Doors recently donated both
time and materials to complete
a major improvement project at
‘Warwick Myton Hospice. The
work involved replacing patio
doors and windows in 14 inpa-
tient rooms, along with additional
doors and windows across the
Inpatient Unit.

The project, which would have
cost around £40,000, was com-
pleted entirely free of charge,
making it the largest gift in
kind of its type ever received by

Myton. As well as significantly
improving comfort and the over-
all environment for patients, the
new energy-efficient doors and
windows will help reduce energy
costs, delivering long-term sav-
ings that can be reinvested direct-
ly into patient care.

This combination of immedi-
ate and lasting impact is helping
the charity remain resilient in the
face of limited statutory funding
and increasing pressure on volun-
tary income.

John Whalley, managing direc-
tor at Nationwide Windows and
Doors, said: “Being able to supply
much-needed, energy-efficient
windows and doors is our way of

Nursing
assist-

ant Liberty
Murray

and John
Whalley try
out the new
doors.

supporting an organisation that
makes a real, tangible difference
to people across the community.

“We know how deeply hospice
care impacts the lives of patients
and the families they support, and
we're proud that this contribution
will help Myton both now and in
the future.”

Martin Watts, corporate fun-
draiser at The Myton Hospices,
added: “This gift in kind has
enabled us to free up vital
resources and focus them where
they matter most — on patient
care — ensuring that people and
their families across Coventry and
‘Warwickshire can access the care
they need and deserve.”
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Businesses
welcome an
‘uneventful
statement’

BUSINESS leaders in Coventry
and Warwickshire welcomed an
‘uneventful’ Spring Statement —
but say Government must do
even more to remove barriers to
growth.

Chancellor Rachel Reeves deliv-
ered the short statement, which saw
growth revised down slightly for
2026 but then up for 2027 and
2028.

The Chancellor highlighted falls in
interest rates and inflation as well as
Government borrowing, and said the
UK was better insulated from global
circumstances.

Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce, in partner-
ship with Prime Accountants Group,
held a roundtable event at Stockton
House with firms from across the
region to discuss the content of the
statement and also gauge the senti-
ment among businesses.

Corin Crane, chief executive of the
Chamber, said: “Businesses wanted
it to be quite boring and uneventful
— and it didn’t disappoint.

“We’ve been calling for stability

and certainty for many years to help
give companies the confidence to
invest and grow.

“So, we welcome the fact that this
statement was more of an update on
the back of last year’s Budget rather
than a raft of new announcements.

“All of that said, that doesn’t mean
there aren’t concerns around the
cost of doing business, particularly
around employment costs especially
with the rise in National Insurance.

“It’sthereforevital that Government
continues to listen to the Chamber at
a local and national level on how
businesses are feeling and do every-
thing they can to remove barriers to
growth.”

Steve Harcourt, director of Prime
Accountants Group, said: “This was
more like a half-term report by the
Chancellor and it sounded very much
like she was giving herself an A*!

“Stability and certainty is very wel-
come but there is still concern about
where stronger growth is going to
come from, particularly with this
year’s figure revised downwards
slightly.”

7/te New

WESTON—SUPER—MARE

MID WEEK SPRING SPECIALS

Allinclude four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Monday 9th March - Friday 13th March
Monday 23rd March - Friday 27th March
Monday 6th April - Monday 10th April
Monday 20th April - Friday 24th April
Monday 27th April - Friday 1st May
Monday 4th May - Friday 8th May
Monday 11th May - Friday 15th May

Was £269 NOW £225pp
Was £279 NOW £236pp
Was £295 NOW £247pp
Was £299 NOW £251pp
Was £299 NOW £251pp
Was £309 NOW £258pp
Was £319 NOW £262pp

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH FREE BAR

All include three nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm & optional coach travel

Friday 13th March - Monday 16th March
Friday 20th March - Monday 23rd March
Friday 27th March - Monday 30th March
Friday 3rd April - Monday 6th April (Easter)
Friday 10th April - Monday 13th April
Friday 17th April - Monday 20th April
Friday 1st May - Monday 4th May

Friday 8th May - Monday 11th May

To book or for fu

H

ther information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

Amazing
(0)i (=16

Up To h

Was £265 NOW £219pp
Was £269 NOW £222pp
Was £269 NOW £230pp
Was £315 NOW £269pp
Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £295 NOW £259pp
Was £295 NOW £251pp
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units

Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries Q

Soffits, fascias and guttering
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: O121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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Campaign to bring even
more women for screenin;

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

THERE has been an increase in
the number of women across the
West Midlands eligible for regu-
lar breast screening who are tak-
ing up appointments, the latest
figures show.

Mammograms are offered every three
years to women between the ages of 50
and 71 and there were 689,664 women
in the region eligible in the three years
to April 2025.

During that time, 489,210 of those
eligible took up the appointments, raising
the figure to 70.9 per cent.

In 2024, 69.2 per cent of eligible
women went for their breast screening
appointment and in 2023 the figure was
65.7 per cent.

In the Midlands, in the 12 months to
the end of March last year, more than
3,500 cancers (3,552) were detected —
8.8 cases per 1,000 women screened —
for an increase from 2,985 from the data
to March 2024.

That means hundreds more Midlands
women were able to access treatment
earlier, when there are more options
available and treatment is more likely to
be effective.

Despite the progress, however, the lat-
est statistics from the NHS breast screen-
ing programme showed almost three in
10 women did not take up screenings.

Take-up rates vary in different parts of
the West Midlands.

The lowest take-up was in Birmingham,
where 109,767 women were eligible and
66,662 took up their appointment. That
equated to 60.7 per cent, up from the
previous year, when 58.9 per cent in the
Second City attended appointments.

Coventry had the region’s second low-
est take-up, with 63.7 per cent — 21,862
of 34,297 eligible women. That was up
from 62.6 per cent a year earlier.

In Solihull, 72.6 per cent of women
aged 53 to 71 (19,035 out of 26,227)
went for breast screening in the last 12
month for which figures are available.
‘Warwickshire had a similar figure (72.4
per cent, with 52,441 out of 73,857 eli-
gible women).

Highest

The highest take-up figure in the West
Midlands went to Worcestershire women,
with 79.6 per cent (almost four in five)
attending their breast screening appoint-
ment — 61,757 out of 77,616.

Despite percentage rises in all West
Midlands areas apart from Walsall, local
screening services are working with NHS
England in a bid to improve uptake.

The campaign includes targeted out-
reach in lower-attending areas, reminder
texts and expanded use of mobile screen-
ing units to bring services nearer home.

The NHS also launched its first national
breast screening campaign in February
last year, to help even more women to
come forward.

The drive is backed by charities includ-
ing Breast Cancer Now, and has fea-
tured public figures including Victoria
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Derbyshire, Julia Bradbury and Shirley
Ballas, who all shared personal messages
to encourage women to attend.

During the campaign, the NHS saw a
huge increase in people accessing infor-
mation online, with tens of thousands
of women visiting NHS breast screening
pages in a single week, and clicks to the
screening service-finder rising sharply.

Stephanie Beaumont, head of public
health commissioning and operations at
screening for the West Midlands, said:
“Breast screening saves lives.

“It is encouraging to see more women
attending but we know there is still more
to do to encourage those who do not.

“We are working on making it as con-
venient as possible for women to access
the service by using mobile units, which
can be located in supermarket car parks
and community centres as well as hospi-
tal-based sites.

“If you receive an invitation, please
don’t ignore it — it is an appointment that
could save your life.”

‘Women aged 50 and up to the age of
71 are invited for breast screening every
three years, with appointments provided
locally through clinics and mobile units.

NHS England said breast screening
does carry some risk.

Some women who have screening will
be diagnosed and treated for slow-grow-
ing breast cancers that may never oth-
erwise have been found or have caused
them harm, the health service said.

Mammograms also do not always find a
cancer that is there but most people feel
the benefits of breast screening outweigh
the possible drawbacks.

Special Fami

Announcements

L)

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory
Announcements can all be placed in your Observer to

appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688 or email details to
us (including photograph if desired) with your telephone
contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost

reception@bullivantmedia.com

Prices start from just

£15

(ine: Vat)

...Life begins
RELEASE at 55

Worried that you won’t be able to fund the retirement
you’ve always dreamed of?

When you’re planning for your retirement, don’t overlook your biggest
asset. It's important to look at the bigger picture and assess all of your
options. There may be ways you could unlock the value in your home to
find a more enjoyable retirement without selling or moving out.

EQUITY

AL " / r \ - r\.!':
It’s important you consider the benefits, costs and risks before deciding if equity release is right for you.
A fee of £1,495 is payable upon completion for our services provided in relation to mortgage contracts.

AN
HOME

Equity Release

Cail Mark Hodson from Hdme Equity Release, equity
release and mortgage specialists on 07808 178 073

We can discuss your options in a relaxed, pressure-free meeting
at your home or our offi ce or an informal chat over the phone
before a full appointment. For independent financial advice based
on your needs and priorities.

Email Mark Hodson: mark.hodson@home-equityrelease.co.uk  WWW.home-equityrelease.co.uk

This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration. Check that this mortgage will meet your needs if you want to move or sell your home
or you want your family to inherit it. If you are in any doubt, seek independent advice. Home Equity Release Limited (FCA number 1013614) is an Appointed Representative of Cornerstone
Finance Group Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No.767202. Home Equity Release Limited is registered in England and Wales No:I5250542.
Cornerstone Finance Group is registered in England and Wales No. 08458702. Registered address: Quest House, Fortran Road, St Mellons, Business Park, Cardiff, CF3 OEY.
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by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

WEST Midlands Railway
(WMR) has been named Train
Operator of the Year at the
2026 Rail Business Awards.

The accolade follows a milestone
period for WMR and sister-brand
London Northwestern Railway
(LNR), as a &lbillion investment
into new trains and infrastructure
came to fruition.

The two brands have introduced
three new fleets in recent years,
increasing capacity on services by
40 per cent and improving journeys
for more than a million passengers
every week.

A key part of the programme
included WMR's introduction of
the Class 730/0 electric trains, to
popular routes such as the Cross
City Line — the busiest commuter
route outside London, which runs
from Redditch and Bromsgrove to
Lichfield, via Birmingham.

The spacious electric trains fea-
ture ‘intelligent’ air conditioning,
improved accessibility and power
points at every seat. Since their
introduction, figures show customer
satisfaction has risen 19 per cent.

Investment was also made into
the company’s train depots.

Facilities in Birmingham, Cov-
entry, Worcester and Shrewsbury
have been modernised, including
a §70million refit of Birmingham’s
Tyseley depot.

The enhancements, unveiled
by West Midlands Mayor Richard
Parker, provided increased capac-
ity and future-proofed equipment to
support the new fleets.

Jan McConnell, managing direc-
tor at WMR, said: “We are extreme-
ly proud to win Train Operator of
the Year.

“This award is testament to the
hard work of colleagues across our
business, who have successfully
introduced three new train fleets
and future-proofed our train depots
while continuing to keep passen-
gers moving every day.

“It's been a tremendous team
effort so it’s fantastic to be recog-
nised for our achievements over the
past year.

“We are committed to keeping up

this high standard and continuing
to improve so we can deliver the
best possible service for our cus-
tomers and communities.”

The investment programme has
driven passenger growth.

A recent report from the Office
of Rail Road showed a massive,
12 per cent year-on-year increase
in the number of people using the
sister operators’ services in the
first quarter of the 2025/26 fiscal
year, equating to more than 2mil-
lion extra journeys. WMR and LNR
carried 67.7 million passengers in
2024/25 and that figure is forecast
to rise to more than 80 million jour-
neys in 2025/26.

The Rail Business Awards is
held in Manchester and run by the
Railway Gazette.
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West Midlands Railway has
been named Train Operator
of the Year. s

B On February 1, West Midlands
Trains became the fourth operator
to enter public ownership under the
government’s Passenger Railway
Services (Public Ownership) Act,
joining Greater Anglia, C2C and
South Western Railway.

It is part of the government’s
Great British Railways plan to
improve services for commuters
and leisure passengers.

The government wants to bring
the whole railway together under
one brand with one mission: to
deliver for passengers. The brand
aims to create a more unified rail-
way, putting customers first, mak-
ing the experience better for pas-
sengers, improving reliability and
having simpler rail fares and ticket-
ing.

Reflexology Support for Diabetics

——— = C

For people living with diabetes who experience numb, cold or painful feet.

 Relieves Burning, Tingling & Numbness
«/ Helps Reduce Foot Pain & Rigidity

/' Promotes Oxygen & Blood Flow
(Holistic support, not a medical treatment’)

Specialised Reflexology for Neuropathy and
Circulation Issues

Gentle | Reﬂexology to Support Blood Flow & Revnval of Sensation

B phoemxwellness.uk@gmall.com

?_ 07383 524309

Appointment;s' available weekly at Balm Clinic
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Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Free Private Anthues &
Jewellery Valuations

We offer a FREE, no obligation, home valuation service, where one of
our valuers can come to your home and value your items

This service is perfect for those who:

Have a lot of items they’d like valuing

Would prefer a more private valuation of their items

Have large items they can’t get to one of our valuation events

Can’t get to one of our valuation events

We can give valuations of Silver, Gold, Jewellery, Watches, Pictures,
Furniture, Antiques, and Collectables

For more information and to arrange a visit, contact:

T: 01283 733 988
E: service@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk  (EREES « &
Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derbyéhire, DE65 6LS
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Campaign
aiming to
prevent the
menace of
tailgating

by Tristan Harris
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com

MIDLANDS drivers are am-
ong the worst in the coun-
try for ‘tailgating’.

Research from National High-
ways shows the region is below
the national average for safe driv-
ing when it comes to leaving suf-
ficient space from the vehicle in
front.

Shocking statistics have been
released as part of National High-
ways’ ‘Too Close for Comfort?
Stay Safe, Stay Back’ campaign.

The figures show tailgating was
a factor in 106 fatal or serious-in-
jury collisions on motorways and
major A-roads in the Midlands
last year.

The research also revealed
36 per cent of drivers in the
Midlands admitted to tailgating

and the region rated fourth out of
six on National Highways’ ‘man-
ners map’.

National Highways is urging
motorists to make sure they drive
a safe distance from the vehicle
in front.

The organisation says, despite
Britain priding itself on polite-
ness and consideration, millions
of drivers across the country feel
their day-to-day manners worsen
when driving.

Nationally, 4.9million drivers
said their manners slip behind
the wheel when they are under
pressure, especially when they
are running late.

A further 2.4million motorists
admitted tailgating deliberately,
to push slower drivers to speed

up.

National data suggests running
late is the biggest trigger for poor
driving etiquette (with 27 per
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This HGV is too close to the car in front, on the M5. Pictures courtesy of National Highways. s

cent of respondents citing it as
a reason), followed by tiredness
(20 per cent) and peak time com-
muting (16 per cent).

Some 37 per cent of Midlands
drivers rated road etiquette as
‘good’, putting the region fourth
on the manners map.

Concern

Colin  Stevenson, National
Highways’ road safety informa-
tion lead, said: “While the region-
al picture varies, it’s clear tailgat-
ing remains a real concern.

“It may seem harmless, but it
can put everyone on the road at
risk. Following too closely means
there is less time to react and
stop safely if the vehicle in front
slows down or stops.

“Leaving a safe gap makes driv-
ing safer, keeps traffic moving
more smoothly and is a simple

courtesy that helps everyone feel
more relaxed behind the wheel.”

He added, a good rule of thumb
for faster roads was the ‘two-sec-
ond rule’. Drivers count two sec-
onds from the car in front passing
a fixed point to when they pass
the same point, to gauge a safe
distance. Two seconds allows
time for drivers to think and stop
safely (including the braking dis-
tance) and should be doubled to
four seconds in poor weather or
reduced visibility.

Nationally, tailgating contrib-
utes to around eight per cent of
people killed or seriously injured
annually on motorways and major
A-roads, according to long term
Department for Transport data.

Dr Neale Kinnear, a behav-
ioural psychologist specialising
in driving behaviour, said: “Most
of us see ourselves as consider-
ate people but driving is a unique

context. It is goal focused and
often time pressured.

“When we’re running late, or
behind other traffic, frustration
can build.

“In that moment, closing the
gap can feel like taking control or
making progress.

“The reality is different — driv-
ers tend to overestimate how
much time, if any, they save by
pushing on.

“As frustration rises, perspec-
tive on the importance of keeping
a safe margin, and the impact it
has on others, can be lost.”

The importance of adhering to
the ‘two-second rule’ is also high-
lighted by the fact tailgating is an
illegal offence.

Police can take action if they
believe a driver is too close to the
vehicle ahead and it can result
in a £100 fine and three penalty
points.

U ‘
(THE RAILWAY TOURING COMPANY)
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The Cumbria

The Railway Touring Company

n Mountain E

Steam to Carlisle.

Carlisle Railway.

Settle and Carlisle line.

* From £115 per person
* Premier Dining available

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

Saturday 28 March and 9 May 2026

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY

£99%

This trip provides a wonderful opportunity for
passengers to get out and about during the spring
months with the added bonus of steam haulage over
the Northern Fells, including the spectacular Settle &

We have a high speed journey down the West Coast
Main Line to Carnforth, hauled by a blue Class 86
electric locomotive. We then enjoy a circular steam
tour outwards via Shap to Carlisle and back via the

* Departs Rugby, Nuneaton and Crewe

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY
AL LTS

BEST SPECIAL INTEREST

RAL LTS HOLIDAY COMPANY

On-board dining options available. Refreshments available to purchase on-board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company’s standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only ~ locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company - The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King’s Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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Swords, thrones and stars all
feature in new RSC season

THE THREE Musketeers will
be running riot at the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre in
Stratford this Christmas.

This year’s RSC’s festive show
will be a re-telling of Alexandre
Dumas’ classic in new co-produc-
tion with Told by an Idiot, running
from November 28 to January 9.

It is part of the new season which
includes the already announced
Game of Thrones: The Mad King
coming this summer. Although
dates have still not been confirmed,
priority booking for the much-an-
ticipated first ever stage play aris-
ing from George R. R. Martin’s epic
fantasy series, opens on April 14.

Shakeaspare productions include
an all-male As You Like It, direct-
ed by RSC co-artistic director
Daniel Evans, and a revival of the
acclaimed all-female Julius Caesar,
set in a women’s prison, and direct-
ed by Phyllida Lloyd, and featur-
ing Olivier Award-winning actress
Harriet Walter returning to the RSC
to play Brutus.

Another Warwickshire writer also
gets a look-in, with George Eliot’s
expansive study of provincial life,
Middlemarch, coming to the stage
in a two-part adaptation by Nina
Raine.

RSC co-artistic directors Daniel
Evans and Tamara Harvey said:
“We are delighted to share our new
season, which brings together five
productions including an epic fan-
tasy, a 19th century literary master-

piece, a swashbuckling adventure
and two plays from our in-house
playwright. Each of these produc-
tions, in their own way, celebrate
how time-honoured stories, when
viewed through fresh eyes, can defy
expectations, and help us to see the
world around us anew.

“From the sweet-natured romance
of As You Like It to the righteous
anger of Phyllida Lloyd’s Julius
Caesar, the anarchic adventures of
The Three Musketeers to the sweep-
ing societal shifts of George Eliot’s
Middlemarch, themes of identity,
transformation, freedom, justice

and the liberation that comes from
breaking free of expectations loom
large this autumn, as classic sto-
ries and universal struggles take
on powerful new resonance in the
hands of some of the most exciting
artists of today.

“As ever, our commitment to the

An all-new version of The
Three Musketeers is this year’s
Christmas show at the RSC.

dual mission of making theatre and
education through theatre remains
at the heart of who we are as a
company. In 2026, we celebrate the
milestone of 20 years working in
long-term partnership with schools
across the UK.

“Since 2006, we have seen our net-
work of Associate Schools expand to
reach over 280 schools in 100 towns
and cities across England, trans-
forming the lives of thousands of
young people in the process.

“We know, from our own evi-
dence-based research, what a very
real difference our pioneering the-
atre-based teaching approaches to
Shakespeare make to the way chil-
dren see themselves, and the way
that the adults in their lives see
them, which is why we are thrilled to
be working with KPPL productions
to bring the seminal production of
Julius Caesar to the heart of com-
munities across England.

“This landmark tour represents
a new milestone in the RSC’s long-
term partnership work with schools
and is one of a series of celebra-
tory events taking place throughout
2026 to showcase the life-changing
impact this work has, empowering
young people to see themselves and
the world with fresh eyes.”

just(go!holidays

Trustpilot

By Coach from Coventry, Rugby

Reader Travel

=~ PADDINGT

ObServer

HE'S FOUND
ANEW HOME

THE MUSICAL

SAVOY THEATRE

Torquay Cruise

& Devon Steam

Departing Mon 6 Jul ‘26

Enjoy the sights of the beautiful English Riviera and the welcome of
Torquay on this great-value break that features a packed itinerary of

excursions, a delightful heritage railway journey, a scenic cruise on the
River Exe and much more!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢ 4 nights at the Burlington Hotel, Torquay (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Entertainment some evenings

' Heritage train journey on the South Devon Railway

¢/ Cruise on the River Exe

¢/ Free time in Exmouth

«/ Excursion to Buckfast Abbey & Buckfast Butterfly Farm
& Dartmoor Otter Sanctuary

Optional excursion to Teignmouth (£12pp)

5 Days by Coach only £399

Single Supplement £75

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quotc osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packaj e standard rates apply.

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

Isle of Wight

Weekend

Departing Fri 25 Sep ‘26

A long weekend by the sea beckons on this lovely escape to the
Isle of Wight. Beloved since Queen Victoria’s reign, follow in the

footsteps of royalty and relax at our base in a popular seaside resort
and discover other highlights during an optional trip!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ 3 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel, Shanklin (JG2+ rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Entertainment some evenings
¢/ Excursion to Newport
Optional Island Highlights tour (£15pp)

4 Days by Coach only £309

Single Supplement £60

H justgohols

These packages are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditiors. Coach bookings are protacted by 3onded Coach

Holidays & the Associaticn cf Bonded Travel Organisers Trust Ltd. A holidays are ATOL proected Nc 10889: Pr ces are per

person. based on two peop e sharing a 0om & hanoured an bookings made ur to 7 days post aublicaticn, after which
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Paddington The Musical
Evening Show & London
Departing Sat 16 May ‘26

Marmalade sandwiches at the ready! Come along to the Savoy Theatre
for one of the West End’s most anticipated shows, Paddington the
Musical, where this loveable little bear arrives in London from deepest,
darkest Peru and embarks on an unforgettable adventure!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

v/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London (JG3 or JG4 rating) with
full English breakfast

¢ Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)
¢/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

2 Days by Coach only £189

Single Supplement £45

pricesmey fluctuae.

3 1ute packages,
date, hotel, airport or pick up location iy incur a supplerient. Please see wetsite or cal fo full cetails.
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Help there
for those
with young
drivers

HELP is at hand for parents of
soon-to-be young drivers set to
take to the roads on their own.

Warwickshire’s Road Safety
Partnership is running a webinar
designed to help families navigate
the learning-to-drive period and
beyond.

Taking place on Thursday March
19, between 6pm and 7pm, the
webinar brings together specialist
speakers in road safety and young
driver development, who will share
practical advice and insights.

Research shows that newly quali-
fied drivers are at greatest risk
in their first six to 12 months on
the road, particularly within their
first 1,000 miles of independent
driving.

The one-hour webinar will
explain how everyday conversa-
tions, expectations and parental
behavior can significantly reduce
risk and help young drivers devel-
op safer habits for life.

‘Warwickshire County Council’s
transport spokesperson Coun
Jennifer Warren said: “Learning

to drive is a major milestone, and
it can also be a time when young
people face some of the greatest
risks on our roads.

Parents and carers play a vital
role in shaping safe attitudes and
behaviours, both during lessons
and after a test has been passed.

This webinar is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to hear directly from experts,
gain practical tips, and feel more
confident about how to support a
young driver through this impor-
tant stage.

“Through the work of the
‘Warwickshire Road Safety
Partnership, we are committed to
helping families understand how
small actions - from positive con-
versations to setting clear expecta-
tions - can make a real difference
to safety.”

The free online event is open to
all parents and carers, with young
people also welcome to attend.

Visit Warwickshire Road Safety
Partnership’s website for more
details and to sign up.

Chance to

PARENTS are being offered the
chance to ensure their child’s
car seat is safe.

‘Warwickshire Road Safety
Education, in partnership with
‘Warwickshire Fire and Rescue
Service, is expanding its pro-
gramme of child car seat check
events with the launch of a new
referral and booking process.
This will allow community set-
tings such as family hubs, nurs-
eries, preschools, schools and
community groups to request
and host onsite car seat check-
ing sessions directly.

Warwickshire County
Council’s transport spokesper-
son Coun Jennifer Warren said:
“Making sure children are travel-
ling safely on our roads is some-
thing every parent and carer
cares deeply about, and these
expanded child car seat check
opportunities are an important
step in helping families feel con-
fident they are getting it right.

“By working in partner-
ship with Warwickshire Fire
and Rescue Service and com-
munity organisations across
‘Warwickshire, we are making
expert advice more accessible,
more convenient, and more
responsive to local needs.

“We know that many car seat
issues happen unintentionally,
and a simple check can make a
significant difference to a child’s
safety in the event of a col-
lision. This new referral and
booking system will allow us
to reach more families, support
community settings, and play our
part in achieving the Warwickshire
Road Safety Partnership ambition
of reducing deaths and serious inju-

ries on our roads by 2030.”

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
road-safety-education/child-car-
seats/5 for more details.

check up on safety
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Safety first - Warwickshire
Road Safety Education, in
partnership with Warwickshire
Fire and Rescue Service, is
expanding its programme of
child car seat check events.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

N, Haphy to helg
N TR

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

+ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

<+ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

« Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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STARTS FRIDAY 10AM COUSINS ALL STOCK MUST GO!
FURNITURE

MASSIVE SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CLEARANCE

3 DAYS - FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDA

Gisella
Dining Table

4
\fva’sﬂ £124

Corner Sofa '\

Fabian Scotia \
Sideboard 2£Seater séfa Denver * Money Tree

was £899 was £949 & was £179

LIVING ROOM DINING ROOM

PARKER KNOLL OAKHAM ERCOL TERAMO RELYON COOL SUPREME 2400
High Back 2 Seater Sofa Extending Oak Table + 4 Chairs s £1296 KingiizeiNonyStoraes Divaniioren

LEBUS AVONA LORRAINE GLASS & METALS9S-ZT.T. | | HYPNOS ORTHOCARE SUPPOR

Contemporary Chaise End Cornergroup Dining Tables - Round & Rectangular Non-storage Divan

GPLAN HURST CLASSIC CHEDWORTH WUV TN IHIGHGROVE HARTFORD WL 7

Large Curved Power Sofa + Recliner Chair Oak Display Cabinet Small Double Divan Set + Capella Headboard

STRESSLESS CONSUL CALLIGARIS DUCA YLkl ITEMPUR CONTOUR

Leather Swivel Recliner Chair + Stool Ceramic Dining Table + 4 Chairs Superking Elite Mattress

FLOORING GARDEN BEDROOM

ASIATIC KOKO SALERNO -] JERCOL RIMINI
1.6m x 2.3m Rug Outdoor Lounge Set inc. Coffee Table 3 Drawer Bedside Chest

ASSOCIATED WEAVERS MONTROSE JARDIN V..l §WIEMANN KANSAS

Twist supreme (colour Linen) 4m x 5m roll Round 2 Seater Dining Set 150cm Wardrobe with Lights and Frame

STARTS THIS FRIDAY! BE EARLY FOR THE BEST ONE-OFF DEALS & LIMITED QUANTITY SPECIAL PURCHASES.
Cousins have slashed prices even further for this unmissable clearance event! Up to 60% off top-quality, brand-name furniture, with
further reductions just added. Millions of pounds worth of stock must be cleared, as we make way for new arrivals.

Don’t Miss Out. Stock is limited, and some items are one-onlys — when they’re gone, they’'re gone! Be first in line to
secure the best bargains before it’s too late.

THERE WILL ALSO BE HUGE DISCOUNTS OFF ALL SPECIAL MADE TO ORDER ITEMS

BIRMINGHAM DUDLEY NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME SHREWSBURY
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by Ashleigh Osborne
ashleigh.osborne@bullivantmedia.com

MORE than one in four people in the West
Midlands have missed an NHS appointment
because they forgot or arrived too late,
according to a new survey.

The NHS has launched a new campaign urg-
ing people to turn on ‘push alerts’ from the NHS
App so they get reminders about appointments
and can rearrange any they can’t make, helping
to free up millions of appointments for others.

Of those who had missed an appointment n
the West Midlands, 13 per cent forgot and 13
per cent arrived but were too late.

The latest appointment statistics also show
that patients did not attend 16million GP
appointments in 2025, with no shows for one in
23 appointments - the equivalent of an entire
day of missed appointments at every GP prac-
tice in England each month.

The figures also reveal that the NHS
arranged 37 million appointments at GP
practices in 2025 - 8.4million more than

in 2024.

The new ‘Tap the NHS App’ campaign
is highlighting the benefits of enabling
notifications, with adverts appearing on

pharmacy bags, radio channels and social
media.

Users are also being encouraged to cancel
or rearrange their appointments through the
app and to use it to request repeat prescriptions
instead of having to visit their GP practice.

Last year, the NHS rolled out a new Amazon-
style prescription tracking feature in the NHS
App which updates users on the progress of
their prescription and when it is ready to be col-

The camgalgn
is reminding
people to sign
up to receive
appointment
reminders on the
NHS app. s
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Using the NHS app could
save more than your time

lected. It is currently available at 2,000 pharma-
cies across England.

Trish Thompson, director of primary care,
NHS England-Midlands, said: “With one in four
patients in the West Midlands saying they’'ve
missed a GP appointment in the West Midlands,
it’s more important than ever that patients who
are using the NHS App enable their notifications
from their GP, so they don’t miss out.

“The NHS App helps you quickly and easily
request your repeat prescription. And if you
turn on notifications, you'll get messages and
appointment reminders as soon as they’re sent.

“The app also helps GPs whose staff will
spend less time answering calls for renewals at
8am every morning.

Dr Amanda Doyle, national director for
Primary Care and Community Services at NHS
England, said: “People will often have genuine
reasons for not being able to make an appoint-
ment or arriving too late, but it’s really impor-
tant that they let us know if possible so we can
offer the appointment to someone else.

“One of the easiest ways you can reduce the
risk of missing an appointment is by tapping the
NHS App to turn on notifications to get remind-
ers, so you can cancel or rearrange them if they
need to.

Latest ONS figures show that people are
increasingly preferring to contact their GP
online when they have a health problem.

Three-quarters of adults found it easy to con-
tact their GP practice, up from 71.6 per cent a
year ago.

The NHS App has over 40million registered
users, who are able to view their GP health
record, order repeat prescriptions and access
a range of NHS services to manage their own
care.

Following on from the fantastic response to
our debut "Winter' edition of Seasons,
we're delighted to announce that Seasons
'Spring' edition is about to be sprung.

As the days grow longer and our towns,
villages and the countryside emerge {from
the long dark days of winter, we are all
enjoying the arrival of the 'Spring' of 2026.

Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply
browse on line
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If you'd like your business to be featured in the next edition of Seasons or If you 'd like more detalls -
just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Paul, Gareth or Sharon.

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team

Seasons

The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
will celebrate everything
uplifting, inspiring and
quintessentially local across
the three counties of
‘Warwickshire, Worcestershire
and the West Midlands.

The beautifully glossy AS
magazine will once again be
freely available in print, from a
major supermarket near you -
and, the 'Spring' edition of
Seasons will also be available
247 on line and will be
showcased across all of our
local Observer and Standard
Newspapers, websites and
social media platforms for the
next 12 months.

So you'll be able to enjoy the
exclusive, evergreen, editions
of Seasons by logging on to
WWww.seasons-magazine.com

where you can browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247
and soon, you'll be able to
enjoy the 'Spring' edition of
Seasons too!
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Sunday 17th
May 2026

Join more than 6,000 bikers on
one of the UK’s biggest ride outs,
from Shrewsbury to the Bike4Life

Festival at Weston Park:

Celebrity guests - Arena displays
Exhibitions - Food festival
Live music - Kids’ zone

Book your tickets now:

bike4lifefest.com

First
Biker on
Scene
Training
Course

Learn more
and book
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A practical three

hour course suitable
for all bikers and
anyone who might
need to provide
immediate assistance
at the scene of an injury
involving a biker.

Book your
Bike4lLife 2026

Tickets Now

Bike4lLife
Route Map

Weston Park

(B Ride out - 8
= =

finish point
and festival

m Ton
Tolford g
Meole Brace
Start point Shifnal

All proceeds go to the lifesaving work of

. W

Midlands

Air Ambulance
5> | Charity*

Reaistered Charitv Number 1143118

Or follow the updates on:

¢ @Bike4LifeFest
) BikeslLifeFest
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2 A stamp by ar!
other name...

by Tristan Harris The stamp issue coincides with 2
tristan.harris@bullivantmedia.com the 100th anniversary of the birth
of David CH Austin OBE, whose
" work transformed modern rose
THE .BEA!JTY of Englls:h breeding and helped reintroduce
roses is being celebrated in fr,grance, beauty and romance to

the latest stamp collection gardens.

by Royal Mail. David Gold, Royal Mail’s direc-
Each of the 10 stamps’ vibrant tor of external affairs and policy,
images feature original watercol- said: “Roses are a familiar part of
our illustrations of wild and gar- many British gardens as well as

5 Rosa ‘Peace’

den roses, commissioned and cre- holding a special place in British ':)
ated for Royal Mail by acclaimed culture and heritage. QD
botanical artist Marie Burke “These beautiful stamps bring — :;‘

The set showcases a range of together art and horticulture ==
wild and cultivated roses, includ- through original illustrations of - (O
ing Constance Spry, the first 10 distinctive roses, each care- N 6a) —_—
English rose bred by David Austin, fully interpreted to capture its - (=)
in 1961. That flower launched a unique character.” ~am
new era in rose breeding, com- Royal Mail worked with hor- 2] it

bining the beauty and fragrance ticultural historian Jennifer
of old roses with the flowering Potter on the collection.
performance of modern types. All roses trace their ancestry

The stamp collection aims back to wild flowers native to
to celebrate the beauty of the the northern hemisphere which
nation’s favourite flower. typically bear single, five-pet-

The stamps showcase a stun- alled flowers, such as the dog
ning selection of roses, from deli- rose and the field rose found
cate wild species to classic gar- in the UK.

den favourites, each capturing the Garden varieties emerged
unique colour, form and character ~gradually over centuries, first
of the flower. through natural mutation

The roses featured in the set are and later through deliberate
the dog rose (rosa canina); rosa breeding.
Queen Elizabeth; rosa Just Joey; Old European roses such as gal-
rosa Paul’s Himalayan Musk; rosa licas, albas, damasks and centifo- Chinese roses introduced repeat The stamps, and a range of col-
Etoile de Hollande; rosa gallica lias — including rosa gallica versi- flowering in a development which lectible products, are available at
versicolor; the field rose (rosa color and rosa Charles de Mills - transformed rose breeding and royalmail.com/roses, or by calling
arvensis); rosa Charles de Mills; are celebrated for their rich scent lead to the modern hybrid tea 03457 641641.
rosa Peace; and rosa Constance and early summer flowering. roses that remain so popular A presentation pack of all 10
Spry. From the 18th century onwards, today. stamps is priced at £13.75.

As winter’s chill begins to settle across our
three counties, there’s a certain kind of beauty
that only this time of year brings. :

This, then, feels like the perfect momentto | bri of er and the

launch ‘Seasons’ — our brand-new glossy - vichness of autumn -
highlighting the very best of

Our first Winter edition is all

magazine, crea}ted to celebrate the peopl.e, SacalTife, Feom independent. |

places,. and stories that make Worcestershlre, e e e |

Warwickshire and the West Midlands such a to countryside walks, home

o e wonderful part of the world ~ inspiration, and hidden gems
‘g‘\::mw"“""“ 2 worth discovering. f
\ o Beo “‘:::‘\L\“““ i

Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply

g Winter Wheels

about warmth - in every sense

browse on line

# ug;:‘;:i? . ;
\ st www.seasons-magazine.com of the word. Yow'll find |
# . i
\\\n\ e SR ~ e - e features that reflect the spirit |

of the season: comforting food, |
inspiring people, caring places, |
and ways to make the cold

Worcester Observer 3

Sté'“ﬁi coenil gL OlSE Stant Ob“s“ﬁ e ose

e MOThE : maﬂﬂ“ Dashca“‘ ——;;"ﬂ Mum in 13 = fing €3 months glow with local charm.
Spire rest CampalBl | oy sectt faces W g dril A:ndh\s“ M\;;-:;:l‘ for “:'h’;:‘ connctiﬁ; Ml:m .““_‘1 '{;a;em an
our sc\\l)ﬂ co ore to

education

draise ppel in appe: fmgtonl : s s
| e M e Zoe| for help (G} O This magazine is for you — our

readers, neighbours and local
businesses — and we can’t wait

to share the year ahead with |
you, one beautiful seasonata

For even more detalls call 01926 317118 or 0121 270 2295

‘Seasons’ magazine is brought to you by your local ‘Observer’ Newspaper team
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY

4 1|6 3
1|3 2|9 7

2 8 4

HARD

ACROSS DOWN

6. Fervent (7) 1. Eerie (5)

. Cunning (3)
. Spell (4)

7. Fire-raising (5) 2
3
4. Candour (9)
5
8

9. Attempt (3)

10. Meet.(3) . Eternally (7)

12. Disordered (11) . Grief (6)
15. Novel by Dickens (6,5)  11. Afur (6,3)
13. Downright (6)

14. Uproar (7)

17. Spruceness (9)

19. Anger (3)

16. Ruse (5)
21. Don (3,2) 18. Appear (4)
22. Meditate (7) 20. Beer (3)

d
oo v

4 8 5|6
6 1

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

One-hit wonders

[PIERMENLOBI JOEDO
ANSYRIZPBESCISL
RTINKAMIULETHUC
BSEETRALTETAEME
AZILLTNEPERTKUM
ULHCRHDPICERERA
HANNAEEIPLITHSA
RMEFINYDJEVNTIN
IRRNKNEYTDUNAAL
CLAPORTPOZYMWDT
KYCIANYICIMRARH
AVCEIALLAORAYAE
LANBRNDUPTUWAAN
EOASAHMHEKBENND
LNKLECICTSALAOD

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

925 gives a female animal;
1344 gives a male animal;
157658  gives a rodent.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ROAD
Wander
Space
Rummage
Carbon dust
Filmed
SHOW

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

How you rate
15 words: average 35 words: very good
25 words: good 40 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

i @ E 8
Al -
i ol

nll E |
HdEE § HEEa
i 3 &
HdEE E daaE
i ddEE u |
s &

2

N<XXS<C-HUVWIOTIVZZErX——IOTmMOUNFE>

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1" 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS
i

ACROSS "eully 67 's30U) €7

) Lo ‘oweuAq |7 'sjassy 0 pio1 eas 61 :61q £ | Aupaiay 91 ‘eziq) 1 ‘BeT z) asuq 1L

1. Animal described in Job, Chapter 40 (8) ‘0julys 9 ‘zeog G puowwniq  ‘diuing ¢ ‘obueyy z :Bopjing | :NMOQ “Peaysbioy gz

7. Ornamental clasp, worn on a dress, etc. (6) ‘ojewo] / ‘sawier 9z ‘Apueys p ‘eueyywAo 7z ‘plosaisy 07 'sqi|-py 81 ‘eyund G|

8&17.  Inshort, it's beneath one’s dignity (5.3) -OUlWofed €1 -|IPo}jeQ 0| -uozewy 6 -eAju| 8.4200ig / -ylowsyag | :SSOYIV
9. One of a race of female warriors in legend (6)

piomssox) abpajmouy [eiauan

10. A plant of the genus Narcissus (8)

9 w9 UL 9] ‘nowe e X0} JRA|! MO.LI0S 8 !13A310.
13. A golden-sand-coloured horse with a white Y07 RIS G ML I 2L JWELY EL-X NS L 58 45

!ssauyuel { ‘win) € K|S Z ‘pAIBM | :umOQ 1RY ZZ U0 INd | ‘3] 6 ‘SSRUMBWS / |
sim] Jano G| ‘pabuewiesiq z| ‘183unodug (| ‘Al 6 ‘uosly / !snojeaz 9 :ssony

piomsso.t)

mane and tail (8)
15.  One of the dominant people of Nepal (6)

18.  Improvises words in acting (2-4) “[ON S ‘[BYI pue Uelig ‘duejep QuYATINOS

20.  Small planet revolving round the sun (8) fpry ‘|eardouy AjeadA ‘ozi0 Jp Auiry Aemaqny ‘dnypiay seq

; , ¢ p p JRUIN
. BUUOQ PUB B3Y}Y 'PIBA BIIUY ‘S1ewny ay] ‘uung ani|) ‘a3eay| .
22. Ahorse and pony meeting, for races, SIS}y ‘22j0@ 207 ‘Sa1qnI3}aL. adig paig (@ “Aauury usay “ueunynT
competitions, etc. (8) zeg ‘salay ayL ‘|lauey eua ‘idojziN ‘awkiy ui siauped ALIVINID
24, Alcoholic drink of beer, and ginger beer or opuyyied [2dYmMpiop
lemonade (6) W=97 '7=67 ‘1:VZ
26. - the Great; one of the Twelve Apostles and | TFELAZTTN=1T D=0 X=61 d=81 3=L1
8=91 '@=G1 9=pl A=€l 'M=Cl N=11'0=01 Moys 0y
son of Zebedee (5) '3=6 'H=8 'vV=L '0=9 1=6 's=¥ 'W=¢€ 'I=C 4=1 100§ 100y ‘W00Y ‘We0Y ‘peoy
27.  Fruit sometimes known as a “love apple” (6) piomapo) I9ppe]
28. Measure of capacity equal to 52.5 imperial
gallons of wine, or 54 gallons of beer (8) v|L|8]6]9|L]€|C|S 6|G | |L]c/v[E|8]9
9]/G/Z]|8|€|2|6|}|¥ 9|8|€|L|S|6]c|V|L
DOWN 6lzlefr|s|v]|9]8]L Llvlzlslole|s|t]e
1 & 4. The hero of stories by Sapper (H.C. 11&19.  Professional chief of the Royal 20. Property of an insolvent person, ¢|8|6]9]|2|} ]S V€ ¢|+|6]€/8|9)¥ LIS
McNeile) (7.8) Navy (5,3,4) considered as chargeable for all debts, Liv|L[€]6]|S[C|9|8 G|€|L|e|¥|[}]6]|9]8
2. F!e;?yf(r;)lteaten ripe or used for 12. Anold convict 3) etc. (6) slelolvlclelzls]t glolvlelzls|ilzle
pickles - f ; ’
white or yellow-fleshed root (6) ’ neg : ; €|9|v|S|8|6]}+|L|C ¥12]|8]|G|6[|2|9|€|!}
4. See1Down to another of genetic factors that 23. Joints between the thighs and
5. An Israelite of rank, and second determine resemblances (8) shinbones (5) b2]S]e|v|9]BI€E|6 €lc|S19/bi8ILIBIY
husband of Ruth (4) 17. See 8 Across 25. River in the Crimea, scene of an early pley Aseg
6. Ancient religion of Japan (6) 19. See 11 Down battle of the Crimean War (4) njopng
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It's time 1o
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Subscribe SPORT
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@ CoventryObserver O @CovObserverNews 0 CovObserver
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Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

.'-A How much will Council Tax Figures be for Coventry in 2026-20277?

ity Council

Value of property Full charge 25% discount  100% 200% 300%

(as at 1991 values) (annual) (annual) (premium) (premium) (premium)
A with Disabled Person Relief  up to and including £40,000 £1397.82 £1048.36 N/A N/A N/A
A up fo and including £40,000 £1677.39 £1258.04 £3354.78 £5032.17 £6709.56
B £40,001 - £52,000 £1956.96 £1467.72 £3913.92 £5870.88 £7827.84
(o] £52,001 - £68,000 £2236.53 £1677.40 £4473.06 £6709.59 £8946.12
D £68,001 - £88,000 £2516.09 £1887.07 £5032.18 £7548.27 £10064.36
E £88,001-£120,000 £3075.22 £2306.41 £6150.44 £9225.66 £12300.88
F £120,001 - £160,000 £3634.35 £2725.76 £7268.70 £10903.05 £14537.40
G £160,001 - £320,000 £4193.49 £3145.12 £8386.98 £12580.47 £16773.96
H More than £320,000 £5032.18 £3774.13 £10064.36 £15096.54 £20128.72

§

Local Government Finance Act 1992 Notice Of Council Tax 2026/27

The Warwick District Council, being the Billing Authority for the district of Warwick has, in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government
Finance Act 1992, resolved at the meeting on 25 February 2026 that the level of Council Tax to be levied on domestic properties shall, in relation to the
individual areas shown, be in accordance with the schedule below for the financial year 1 April 2026 to 31 March 2027.

2
106
~
- -

Band A Band B Band C Band D Band E Band F Band G Band H

Parish/Town Council £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ h
Baddesley Clinton 1,636.43 1,909.17 2,181.91 2,454.65 3,000.13 3,545.61 4,091.08 4,909.30 N
Baginton 1,651.85 1,927.15 2,202.46 2,477.77 3,028.39 3,579.00 4,129.62 4,955.54
Barford, Sherbourne & Wasperton 1,;665.15 1,942.68 2,220.20 2,497.73 3,052.78 3,607.83 4,162.88 4,995.46 \
Beausale, Haseley, Honiley & Wroxall 1,649.37 1,924.26 2,199.16 2,474.05 3,023.84 3,573:63 4,123.42 4,948.10
Bishops Tachbrook 1,649.36 1,924.25 2,199.15 2,474.04 3,023.83 3,573.61 4,123.40 4,948.08 m
Bubbenhall 1,652.99 1,928.48 2,203.98 2,479.48 3,030.48 3,581.47 4,132.47 4,958.96 N
Budbrooke 1,645.25 1,919.45 2,193.66 2,467.87 3,016.29 3,564.70 4,113.12 4,935.74
Burton Green 1,646.73 1,921.19 2,195.64 2,470.10 3,019.01 3,567.92 4,116.83 4,940.20 °
Bushwood 1,610.52 1,878.94 2,147.36 2,415.78 2,952.62 3,489.46 4,026.30 4,831.56
Cubbington 1,645.10 1,919.28 2,193.47 2,467.65 3,016.02 3,564.38 4,112.75 4,935.30 N
Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchurch, Wappenbury 1,647.32 1,921.87 2,196.43 2,470.98 3,020.09 3,569.19 4,118.30 4,941.96
Hatton 1,622.73 1,893.18 2,163.64 2,434.09 2,975.00 3,515.91 4,056.82 4,868.18 x
Kenilworth 1,632.60 1,904.70 2,176.80 2,448.90 2,993.10 3,537.30 4,081.50 4,897.80
Lapworth 1,630.15 1,901.84 2,173.53 2,445.22 2,988.60 3,531.98 4,075.37 4,890.44 m
Royal Leamington Spa 1,630.51 1,902.26 2,174.01 2,445.76 2,989.26 3,532.76 4,076.27 4,891.52
Leek Wootton and Guy's Cliffe 1,684.87 1,965.68 2,246.49 2,527.30 3,088.92 3,650.54 4,212.17 5,054.60 P
Norton Lindsey 1,641.63 1,915.23 2,188.84 2,462.44 3,009.65 3,556.86 4,104.07 4,924.88
Old Milverton & Blackdown 1,640.79 1,914.25 2,187.72 2,461.18 3,008.11 3,555.04 4,101.97 4,922.36 =
Radford Semele 1,637.52 1,910.44 2,183.36 2,456.28 3,002.12 3,547.96 4,093.80 4,912.56
Rowington 1,636.63 1,909.41 2,182.18 2,454.95 3,000.49 3,546.04 4,091.58 4,909.90 U
Shrewley 1,628.51 1,899.92 2,171.34 2,442.76 2,985.60 3,528.43 4,071.27 4,885.52 :
Stoneleigh & Ashow 1,648.35 1,923.07 2,197.80 2,472.52 3,021.97 3,571.42 4,120.87 4,945.04
Warwick 1,647.61 1,922.22 2,196.82 2,471.42 3,020.62 3,569.83 4,119.03 4,942.84 :
Weston-under-Wetherley 1,659.94 1,936.60 2,213.25 2,489.91 3,043.22 3,596.54 4,149.85 4,979.82 o
Whitnash 1,673.48 1,952.39 2,231.31 2,510.22 3,068.05 3,625.87 4,183.70 5,020.44

Andrew Rollins, Chief Financial Officer, 25/02/2026 www.warwickdc.gov.uk U
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Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the following Temporary Traffic
Orders:

CHESTER STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from Abbey Street to Corbett Street.
Reason for Order: Water pipe renewal works.

Order Commences: 7 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 8 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Abbey Street, Cambridge Street, Hunter Street, Corbett
Street and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

D3131 ST. MATTHEWS STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed in its entirety from Lawrence Sheriff Street.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works. Road closed 08.00hrs-
16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 10 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 10 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion. Vehicular access & egress will be
maintained where possible and safe to do so for businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

HOULTON WAY, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To safely enable manhole works to clear blockages.

Order Commences: 11 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Houlton Way, Crick Road, A5, Lilbourne Road, Main Street,
Rugby Road, Vicarage Hill and vice versa.

Contractor: STW Sewerage, Tel: 03456 027 723.

ST JOHN STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between Dale Street and
Newbold Road.

Reason for Order: To enable boundary box installation works.

Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 10 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Dale Street, Hill Street, Newbold Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 03300 080 820.

MERE LANE, COPSTON MAGNA & WOLVEY

Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to renew water mains within the carriageway and
verge.

Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 7 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Fosse Way, Watling Street, A5, Smockington Lane,
Lutterworth Road, Cloudesley Bush Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH HAWLANDS, RUGBY

Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic between properties 52 and 110.
Reason for Order: Water mains renewal works.

Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to 6 months.

Anticipated Completion: 19 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Hawlands, Lloyd Road, Rydal Close and vice versa.
Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 08007 834 444.

SHAKESPEARE GARDENS, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable works for repair to wastewater pipework.

Order Commences: 9 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Dunchurch Road, Overslade Lane, Shakespeare Gardens
and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 03456 027 723.

Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
WELSH ROAD EAST, SOUTHAM
Order Effect: A 30mph Speed Limit will be imposed
on Welsh Road East, Southam extending the existing
30mph limit for a distance of 85 metres in a south
easterly direction.
Reason for Order: For the safety of all road users
and of the contractors working on or near to the
highway. The works relating to this speed limit were
delayed but have now been rescheduled as follows:
16-31 March 2026.
Order Commenced: 12 January 2026 for up to
18 months.

Cl Civil ineering Ltd,
Tel: 01543 682 564.
VICARAGE ROAD, NAPTON-ON-THE-HILL
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable installation of
an inline washout.
Order Commences: 7 March 2026 for up to
18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 8 March 2026.
Access & Diversion: Vicarage Road, Butt Hill,
Southam Road, Daventry Road, Welsh Road East,
Holt Road, Napton Holt Road, Thorntons Lane,
Chapel Green Road, New Street, High Street,
Hackwell Street and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

A45 BIRMINGHAM ROAD WESTBOUND ON SLIP,
MERIDEN

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
County Boundary to A45 Birmingham Road.
Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing and
associated works, overnight 20.00hrs - 06.00hrs.
Order Commences: 6 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4104 (Birmingham Road,
Hampton Lane) and A452 Kenilworth Road
Northbound to Stonebridge Roundabout.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
A45 (EASTBOUND) SLIP ROAD ON STONEBRIDGE
ROUNDABOUT, GREAT PACKINGTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
the County Boundary to the A45.

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing works.
Order Commences: 10 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 22 March 2026.

Access & A452

A45 Westbound to M42 Junction 6 Roundabout and
Ad45 Eastbound. Vehicular access & egress will be
maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 05 March 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

CHAPEL LANE, BARNACLE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable works for renewal of
a water pipe.

Order Commences: 11 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820.
WESTON LANE, BUBBENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to rebuild water hydrant
chamber.

Order 9 March 2026 for up to

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following Temporary
Traffic Orders:

D3421 LONG FURLONG, D3426 FAWSLEY LEYS AND D3427 BADBY LEYS,
RUGBY

Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic as follows: Long Furlong closed
from Orsen Leys to Charlesfield Road, Fawsley Leys closed from Long Furlong to
Staverton Leys, Badby Leys closed from Fawsley Leys to o/s nos 19 & 20.
Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing and associated works, weekdays
09.00hrs-15.00hrs.

Order Commences: 25 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 30 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Diversions will be signed using Staverton Leys, Orsen Leys,
AA426 Dunchurch Road, Kingsway and Anderson Avenue.

Contractor: Balfour Beratty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

LEICESTER ROAD, GIBBET HILL, CHURCHOVER

Order Effect: A 30 mph Speed Limit will be imposed from A5 Gibbets Hill
roundabout to Lutterworth Road. In addition, a temporary one-way south westerly
traffic flow will be imposed from A5 Gibbet Hill roundabout to Rugby Interchange.
Reason for Order: To safely enable new supply works.

Order Commences: 24 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 26 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Leicester Road, M6 Junction 1 To M1 Junction 19 On Slip,
Newbold Road, Rugby Western Relief Road, Lawford Road, Warwick Street,
Corporation Street, Lawrence Sheriff Street, Dunchurch Road, Rugby Road,
Southam Road, Southam By Pass, Daventry Road, Shuckburgh Road, Napton
Road, Main Street, Park Hill, A425 Daventry Road, A425 Staverton Road,
Leamington Way, Stefen Way, A361 Badby Road West, London Road, Weedon
Road, A45 Daventry Link Road, Watling Street, A5.

Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 01392261 362.

HORTON CRESCENT, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: The erection of scaffolding and building works on the Rugby
School site.

Order Commences: 23 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 29 May 2026.

Access & Diversion: Horton Crescent and vice versa.

Contractor: Rugby School Estates Dept., Tel: 0702 357 854.

D3141 VICTORIA AVENUE, RUGBY (ONE-WAY STREET)

Order Effect: Road closed between Edward Street and Avenue Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing works. Road closed 09.00hrs-
15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 23 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 26 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: One Way Diversion — Edward Street, Gladstone Street and
Avenue Road. Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where possible and
safe to do so for businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress from
properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details of our
current & planned roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,
Warwick CV34 4RL Date 05 March 2026

Section 123(2A)
In accordance with section 123(2A) of the Local
Government Act 1972 (as amended), notice is
hereby given that Rugby Borough Council
intends to dispose of a parcel of land at Sunbeam
Close, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV21 3UL, which
consists of open space land.
The land is intended to be disposed of by way of
a Deed of Easement to National Grid Elec(rlclty
Distribution (East Midlands) plc for the provision
of underground electric lines and

18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 11 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Weston Lane, Rugby Road,
Kenilworth Road, Leicester Lane, Leamington Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 0330 008 0820.
Warwickshire County Council to make

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Bandvulc Tyres Limited of Lee Mill Industrial
Estate, Gillard Way, Ivybridge, PL2l 9LN is
applying for a licence to use Unit 8, Castle Mound
Way, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV23 OWB as an
operating centre for 12 goods vehicles and 12
trailers
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centres who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within 21
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

ALEXANDER
MAXMILIAN WEISZ
Deceased
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 anyone with a claim
against or an interest in the
Estate of the deceased, late of
3 Brooke Road, Kenilworth,
Warwickshire, CV8 2BD, who
died on 20/12/2025, must send
written details to the address
below by 07/05/2026, after
which the Estate will be distri-
buted with regard only to

claims and interests notified.

Application Number R26/0038

| REGENT STREET, RUGBY, CV2I 2PE
Change of use from Estate Agents (Use Class E
(c)) to Sui Generis Use to provide a multi-use
youth meeting space in the basement,

ity café to the ground floor, event

meeting space to the first floor and offices,
meeting and counselling rooms to the second
floor

This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R26/0155

92 LOWER HILLMORTON ROAD, RUGBY,
CV21 3TF

Erection of || apartment blocks of between 2-3
storeys high to create a total of 34 apartments,
formation of a new access off Caldecott Place
and provision of car and cycle parking, refuse
storage and landscaping.

This is a major development

Members of the public may inspect copies of the

Moore and Tibbits,
days of this notice. Representors must at the same| | Third Floor Westgate House
time send a copy of their representations to the| | Market Street Warwick,
applicant at the address given at the top of this Warwick, CV34 4DH.
notice. A Guide to Making Repr is| | Ref SLEWEI7/4
ilable at: www.gov. icati -
erto-mokine representotione-objections.onc. | | PUBLIC NOTICES
c ints-goods-vehicle-operator-licensing S
JUNE VALERIE WEST
PUBLIC NOTICES (Deceased)
L=
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925
any persons having a claim
RagbyBomd-Cmﬂ against or an interest in the
Town and Country Planning Estate of the above named, late
Act 1990 (as amended) of Kissing Gate Coftage,

55A Bridge End, Warwick,
CV34 6PD, who died on
14/07/2025, are required to
send writen particulars thereof
to the undersigned on or before
07/05/2026, after which date the
Estate will be distributed having
regard only to the claims and
interests of which they have had
notice.

Band Hatton Button
Solicitors, 53-55 Butts Road,
Coventry, CV1 3BH

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

BARBARA ABRAM RYAN (Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of 43 Alderminster Road
Mount Nod Coventry , CV5 7JR, who
died on 03/02/2026, are required to
send witen pameu!a:s thereofto the

d on or before 07/05/2026,

the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

WOOD END LANE, FILLONGLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to cut trench in
carriageway and reinstatement works.

Order Commences: 27 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

signalling fibre optic cables and ancillary
apparatus.

A plan showing the precise location of the land in
question may be inspected at Rugby Borough
Council, Town Hall, Evreux Way, Rugby, CV21
2RR, during office hours (9am to 5pm, Monday
to Friday) and can be viewed on our website:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/section 123

Any objections to the proposed disposal should
be made in writing to: The Legal and
Governance Manager, Rugby Borough Council,
Town Hall, Evreux Way, Rugby, CV21 2RR no
later than 9am on of Rugby Borough Council at
the address given above and received no later
than 9:00 am on 20 March 2026.

Dated: 27 February 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
mmm—

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATORS LICENCE

Golane LTD of 14 Navigation Close,
Nuneaton, CV10 7FE is applying to extend their|
Ollicence to use ] Coates Garage Services Ltd,
Unit 2, Shawell Depot, Watling Street,
Lutterworth, Lecestershire, LEI7 6AR as an
operating centre for 6 goods vehicles and 6
traillers.

Owners or occupiers of land, including buildings,
near the operating centre who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice.

Representors must at the same time send a copy|
of their representations to the applicant at the|
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide to|
Making Representations is available from the|
Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

9 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wood End Lane, Astley Lane,
Coventry Road, Nuneaton Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Vocom, Tel: 03333 448308.

SANDY LANE, FILLONGLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable tree felling
works.

Order Commences: 24 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 25 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wood End Lane, Nuneaton
Road, Coventry Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Vocon, Tel: 03333 448308.

For all of the above temporary orders,

the plans and d

with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby, CV21 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5. 00 pm Monday to Friday until 27 March
2026. Please note a planning officer would not
be present. If you wish to make an appointment
to discuss the application, please contact the
case officer.

Any person who wishes to make representation
to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online —
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk (search for
application number and select comment) — or in
writing by that date to Chief Officer — Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.

If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at

access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 05 March 2026

www.rugby.gov.uk gatp g

For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any
representations made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.

Nicola Smith

Strategic Director for Place

after whih date the Estate wil be
distibuted having regard only to the
claims and interests of which they have
had notice.

TILAWLTD,
Grown House, 1 Stafford Plae,
Weston Super Mare, BS23 202

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

STEPHEN BOIOVS (Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a ciaim against or an
Interestin the Estat ofthe above named,
lete of 76 Torbay Road Coventry, CV
QIW, who died on 19/10/2025, are
required to send writen particulars
thereof to the undersigned on or before
07/05/2026, after which date the Estate
will be distributed having regard only to
the claims and interests of which they
have had nofce.

Willsons Soliitors ,
Coton Chambers, 35 Coton Road,
Nuneaton Warwickshire CV11 STW

A4

Keeping you up to date with all the
latest information on

% Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
¢ Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
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Classified

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
- S

Henry Ison & Sons
Funeral Directors
Established 1907

Creating a funeral
as unique as your
Loved One

We are here to
support and guide
you. Caring for
families of all faiths.

24 Hour Personal Care

02476 997 811

Branches in Coventry, Leamington
Spa and Kenilworth

]
henryison.co.uk ‘I Funeral Partners @ ‘

If you have a message for a
loved one, give our team a call

)
/

01527 588688

Advertise them in

Observer

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or

alternatively email your free ad to; fi i

4

SALES & WANTS

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
clectric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

POWERBASE
reciprocating  saw,
230v with case &
manual +  spare
blades vge used £12
phone 07780900015

OYSTERS Tuxury
travel pram system
150FIX and all acc

(cost over £1000

£150 07449196669
BOXED as new

Lightning Strike

Scooter aged 5+ £10

0121 744 7579
INDIAN prayer chair

£80 07719695685

MISCELLANEOUS
—

radiator

excellent
condition £30 all
offers  considered
0121 744 7579

PAIR Zenith 10 x 15
binoculars in leather
case £30 all offers
considered 0121 744
7579

ILFORD  Sporti 4
camera excellent
condition in leather
case £10 0121 744
7579

POWERBASE
reciprocating
saw230v with case
& manual + spare
blades vge used £12
phone 07780900015

DRIZA-BONE
Australian dry wax
riding coat. Navy.
shoulder cape,
12-14, Rear vent for
horses rump. Knee
length. Lightweight,
waterproof. VGC.
£60. 07840 800965

DINING table & 4
chairs brand new
never used £50 ono

ill

07713769333

WANTED
—

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

Raise some
) extra cash

Y and make
someone else’s
day hy selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less —its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)
But if you want your

ia.com

- -
1| |Free Lineage (Items upto value £500) |  |Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)
1 Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in

1 1 i
| KIS WORDS) Bl a boxed advertisement
1 1 for just
1 1 -
" o | £5.75 (inc vat)
1 Details (Not for Publication): [
1 Mr/Mrs/Ms Initals Surname [l CE
1 Address. 1 3 PIE
1 1 SUITE
: Postcode : brown leather,
§ e Mobile i perfeg
} Email 1 condition
1 1 enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £ e as new
1 or alternatively 1 0
1 Please debit my card for £. 1 £5
Credit Card Number . can deliver
Exp: - e Start: ; s i Telephone
§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits) sue No. (if applicable) 1 10234 567890

T Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, 1
1 Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisementto I
1

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

R e s S S e S g e

(£5.75 incVAT example

boxed advertisement)

The Observer, Friday March 6, 2026

CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING
—

DOUBLE GL
REPAI

ocks, Hinges, Handles, (
Windows or Doors
lew Doors/Windows

) Supplied/Fitted

200 623

DRIVEWAYS
—

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing ¢ Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens
« Bathrooms ¢ Carpentry ¢ Flat pack
furniture
* Tiling * Painting

02476 443 996
07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE

S.W
INSTALLATIONS

Check out our

E-Editions!

CoventryObserve

_co.uk

Homes
to are

www.coventryobserver.co.uk/editions
www.rugbyobserver.co.uk/editions
www.leamingtonobserver.co.uk/editions

on your mobile, tablet and émputer
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City post loss as
accounts published

FOOTBALL:COVENTRY
City have posted a pre-
tax loss of §21.6million
for the 2024/25 season,
according to the club’s
published accounts.

The Sky Blues
increased turnover by
almost §5million to just
over £34million owing to
improved gate receipts,
broadcast revenue and
commercial income.

The club’s run to the
play-off semi-finals saw
match receipts alone
increase by almost
&§2.5million.

However, operating
expenses increased by
£5.6million to around
§32million through what
the club described as
“continued investment in
the playing squad”.

Expensesalsoincreased
due to the compensation
costs involved in sacking
former boss Mark Robins
and appointing Frank
Lampard as his succes-
Ssor.

Profit from player sales
decreased by £20million
to just over S3million
compared to the previ-
ous financial year.

Coventry also said
“significant external
investment” alongside

“reinvesting the funds
generated from the high-
profile sales of the 23/24
season” have enabled the
club to build meaningful
“squad value”.

The club also believe
the estimated current
transfer market value of
the squad vastly exceeds
the figure stated on the
balance sheet.

The club filed accounts
for the year ended May
31, 2025.

Coventry owner and
executive chairman, Doug
King said: “As I highlight-
ed in last year’s accounts
release, the operat-

ing position (EBITDA
number) remains sig-
nificant and longer term
unsustainable.

“Having said that, the
club has desperately
needed this three-year
period (since takeover in
January 2023) of inward
investment and owner
support to rebuild key-in-
frastructure, squad value
and revenues.

“The club could and
would never have been
competitively sustainable
if this had not been done.
As is evident for all,
Coventry City was lan-
guishing well below its
potential and had been
for a long time.

“Moving forward with
the newly-acquired arena
now as an asset, the goal
of our club is to signifi-
cantly reduce the annual
operating loss from the
26/27 season onwards
whilst remaining com-
petitive at the top end
of the Championship and
reaching our goal of a
play-off berth three times
in every five years.

“Whilst the
Championship remains
grossly distorted by the
Premier League para-
chute payment scheme,
this is the only realistic
target.

“Coventry has built
strong foundations over
the last three years. It is
the best supported club
in the Championship, and
its revenue growth will
continue to meaningfully
increase to sustain the
competitiveness of the
club despite the unlevel
playing field of our cur-
rent league.

“No one said it was
easy but with the con-
tinued support of all our
great fans and commer-
cial partners, I remain
bullish for our future.”
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Blaze stun Belfast to
reach first Challenge
Cup final in 19 years

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

ICE HOCKEY: COVENTRY Blaze
stunned Belfast Giants to claim a
9-5 aggregate victory and reach the
Challenge Cup final.

Blaze claimed a 6-3 second leg victory
in the rearranged tie to book their place
in the Challenge Cup final for the first
time since the 2006/07 campaign.

Coventry will play Nottingham
Panthers in the final of the competition
on Wednesday, March 18 with the face-
off at 7.30pm at Motorpoint Arena.

Blaze came into the second leg clash
with a one-goal advantage following a
3-2 first leg victory in Coventry.

And the visitors made a strong start
as Giants netminder Jake Kupsky made
a series of fine saves before Belfast
spurned the game’s first powerplay
opportunity.

However, Belfast levelled the game
on aggregate at 10.42 when Carsen
Twarynski finished into an open net after
Brandon Whistle produced a toe drag to
evade the Blaze defence.

Coventry responded at 17.36 as
Matthew Gleason capitalised on a defen-
sive error to win the race to a loose puck
and break clear before finding the net.

Gleason almost doubled his tally for
the game on the powerplay early in the
second period only for Kupsky to make
a crucial save.

However, Belfast could not deny
Gleason his second of the game at 30.34
as he reacted quickest to fire a loose puck
through traffic and stretch Coventry’s

Coventry Blaze head
coach Kevin Moore has
guided the club to their
fourth Challenge Cup final:
Picture by Scott Wiggins.

aggregate lead.

And Blaze moved three goals ahead on
aggregate at 36.12 as Jere Vertanen’s
shot beat Kupsky to leave the home side
stunned.

Coventry took full control of the tie in
the third period at 43.47 when Alessio
Luciani converted on a breakaway to
give the visitors a four-goal cushion.

The Giants threatened a late comeback
as Ryan Smith pulled a goal back at 53.22
with less than seven minutes left to play.

Belfast pulled netminder Kupsky
for an extra skater with five minutes
remaining and the gamble paid off at
55.16 when Twarynski grabbed his sec-

ond of the game.

Blaze still held a two-goal aggregate
lead and Grayston Constable finished
into an empty net at 56.04 to dash
Belfast’s comeback hopes.

The home side pulled Kupsky again
in the closing stages only for Colton
Saucerman to fire into an empty net with
nine seconds remaining to seal Blaze's
place in the final.

Coventry are next in action against
Sheffield Steelers on Saturday, March 7
with the face-off at 7pm at Utilita Arena.

Blaze then host Nottingham Panthers
on Sunday, March 8 with the face-off at
5.30pm at the Skydome Arena.

United out of Vase

COVENTRY United’s
historic run in the FA
Vase came to an end at
the quarter-final stage
following a 3-0 defeat
at AFC Stoneham.

A brace from Mat
Bainbridge either side
of Oliver Jenkins’ goal
brought an end to
United’s run in the com-
petition at Stoneham
Lane.

United’s quest for
a place in the semi-
finals was made all the
more difficult follow-
ing Charlie Faulkner’s
red card just before the
half-hour mark with the
visitors already a goal
behind.

Coventry had never
previously gone beyond
the fourth round stage
of the competition but
entertained greatly en
route to the last eight.

However, Wessex
Football League
Premier Division lead-
ers Stoneham proved a
step too far for Terry
Anderson’s side.

The home side broke
the deadlock on 21 min-
utes when Bainbridge
ran onto Duarte Martins’
chest down and lashed
a shot into the roof of
the net from 15-yards
out.

And Coventry then
had Faulkner sent off
six minutes later after
the referee deemed
the striker to make a
reckless challenge
on Stoneham keeper
Callum Lee.

Stoneham made the
most of the man advan-
tage on 38 minutes
when Jenkins finished
at the second attempt
from close range after
United goalkeeper Dan
Moore made a fine ini-
tial stop.

And Stoneham sealed
their place in the last
four on 74 minutes
when Moore failed to
gather Lewis Nagle’s
cross from the right and
Bainbridge pounced to
score his second of the
game.

Butts Park Arena to be renamed in honour of
former rugby director at ceremony this month

RUGBY UNION: COVENTRY Rugby
will rename their Butts Park Arena
home in memory of former club direc-
tor Nick Newbold.

The club’s ground will be known
as the Nick Newbold Stadium from
Saturday, March 21.

A naming ceremony will take place
before the club’s home fixture against
Doncaster Knights.

Newbold died in February last year at
the age of 62 and spent 17 years work-
ing for Coventry Rugby.

Coventry chairman, Jon Sharp said:
“I knew Nick - ‘Nobby’ - for well over
30 years, the last 16 or so being when
he served on the board of this club so
well.

“Fun, kind, caring, cheerful, mischie-
vous, chaotic, dedicated, enthusiastic,
brilliant! I am delighted for the club
to honour him and his legacy in this
way.”

The family and friends of Newbold
added: “The Newbold family are incred-
ibly proud to have Nick’s name forever
linked to the club and city he loved so
much.

“We all miss him every day, but the
stadium renaming ensures the Nick
Newbold legacy will live on, continuing
to support the city he cared about so
deeply.”

Newbold also served as chair of trus-
tees at Sky Blues in the Community
- the official charity arm of Coventry
City.

The Coventry native was a lifelong

supporter of the club.

He was also a member of the Acorns
Coventry fundraising group in aid of
Acorns Children’s Hospice.

COV TRIUMPH IN THRILLER

On the pitch, Murray Davidson’s late
try earned Coventry Rugby a thrilling
40-36 bonus point victory away at
Ampthill.

Davidson touched down late on at
Dillingham Park as Tommy Mathews,
Senitiki Nayalo, Jordon Poole, Morgan
Strong and Api Bavadra all crossed for
tries for the visitors.

The home side ran in five tries of
their own to come away from the fix-
ture with two bonus points.

And the result means Coventry sit
fourth in the Champ Rugby table,
just six points behind second-placed
Bedford Blues.

Ampthill scored the game’s first try
after 11 minutes as Josh Barton ran a
sharp line from a scrum to dot down
and then kicked the first of three con-
versions.

Coventry responded on 19 minutes
when Matthews finished a flowing
move which involved Allan Ferrie and
Strong.

However, the home side scored their
second try just over a minute later as
Totoa Auvaa powered over.

The visitors drew level on the half-
hour mark when Nayalo applied the
finishing touch to sustained pressure

as Mathews kicked the first of five
conversions.

Ampthill reclaimed the lead just
before half time as Barton slotted a
penalty between the posts to nudge the
home side into a three-point lead at the
break.

And the home side scored their third
try three minutes into the second half
as Oscar Wilson finished under the
posts following a break.

Coventry responded three minutes
later when Poole crashed over from
close range from a driving maul.

And the visitors took the lead for the
first time on 50 minutes as Strong dot-
ted down from Ewan Baker’s storming
break to score Coventry’s bonus point
try.
The lead changed hands again on the
hour mark when Wilson crossed for his
second try of the game.

Coventry went back in front just
over a minute later as Bavadra sliced
through the line to score after Tom
Bacon executed a 50:22 Kick.

The tries continued to flow when
Joe Heslop crossed for Ampthill on
68 minutes as he squeezed over in the
corner.

However, Alex Rae’s side took the
points with the game’s decisive try
five minutes later when replacement
Davidson grounded a textbook move
from a driving maul.

Coventry are next in action at home
against Doncaster Knights on Saturday,
March 21 with kick-off at 3pm.
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Valley held to draw by
ottom side St Neots

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: RUGBY Town failed to
ease their relegation fears after seeing a
late penalty saved in a 2-2 draw away at
bottom side St Neots Town.

Valley fell behind to Rhys Thorpe’s goal
only for Jamal Adams and Sam Tye to turn
the game in the away side’s favour at Kester
Way.
However, Robbie Parker scored a penalty
just past the hour mark to restore parity in a
result which does little to help either side in
the battle to avoid relegation.

Valley spurned a golden chance to take the
points late on as Caine Elliott saw his late
penalty saved by St Neots goalkeeper James
Goff.

The result means Rugby remain 21st in the

Northern Premier League Midlands relegation
zone, three points from safety.

Basement club St Neots broke the deadlock
on 22 minutes when Thorpe headed in Sam
Willis’s deep cross from the right from inside
the six-yard box.

However, the visitors drew level seven
minutes later as Adams reacted quickest after
Goff could only parry Trey Charles’ initial

effort from the edge of the penalty area.

And Valley completed the turnaround one
minute before half time when Tye powered a
header into the net from seven-yards out from
Teddy Rowe’s cross.

St Neots equalised on 63 minutes as Parker
scored from the penalty spot after the referee
penalised Nathan Kabeya for a challenge on
Harvey Williams in the box.

However, Rugby won a penalty of their own
10 minutes later as Charlie Bowen upended
Kobi Bivens in the area and the referee
pointed to the spot.

But Elliott saw his penalty saved by Goff as
Valley ended their five-game losing run but
missed the chance to earn just a second vic-
tory since the turn of the year.

Rugby are next in action against AFC
Rushden and Diamonds on Saturday, March 7
with kick-off at 3pm at Butlin Road.

A frustrated Trey Charles is flagged
offside. Picture by Martin Pulley.

Bears on tour as
new season nears

WARWICKSHIRE CCC’s
men’s side are ramping up
their pre-season prepara-
tions with the club currently
on a two-week tour of South
Africa.

The Bears headed to
Stellenbosch and Cape
Town earlier this week and
will play six T20 fixtures and
two red-ball two-day games
across the two-week period.

Warwickshire play
Western Province in the first
of three double-header T20
days on March 7 at the icon-
ic Newlands Cricket Ground
beneath Table Mountain and
Devil’s Peak.

The Bears then face
Loughborough UCCE and
Durham UCCE (March
10) and Northamptonshire
(March 13) at Maties Cricket
Ground in Stellenbosch.

The two-day games will
also take place at Maties
Cricket Ground, with two

Bears teams being fielded
simultaneously  against
Essex and Western Province
on adjacent pitches.

Aside from Jacob Bethell
and Dan Mousley, who are
both on varying England
duties, a full complement of
Bears will be in attendance.

‘Warwickshire’s first team
coach, Tan Westwood said:
“We're all excited to travel
down to South Africa, with
preparations really ramping

up.

“It's been a good win-
ter, with lots of impactful
work done at Edgbaston,
but nothing truly replicates
playing matches and train-
ing outdoors, so we're look-
ing forward to seeing the
squad in action.”

The Bears return from
the tour on March 18 with
‘Warwickshire to begin the
competitive season against
Surrey just 16 days later.
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