Observer

gby & Lutterworth * WANTED

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926 267643

Friday, March 13th 2026 Week 11

n facebook.com/rugby.observer

rugbyobserver.co.uk , @rugbyobserver t: 01926 451900 Your FREE edition - just pick one up and keep up with the news

Council leader faces key

vote to decid

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

THE FUTURE of the leader of Warwickshire
County Council hangs in the balance.

Nineteen year-old Coun George Finch, who was
appointed to the top position at WCC last sum-
mer, is facing a vote of no confidence after being
accused of bringing the authority into disrepute.

Green Party councillors have called for a vote
on Coun Finch’s position at the next full coun-
cil meeting next Tuesday amid suggestions the
Reform UK councillor has “abused the office of
leader”.

Warwickshire Green Party group leader Coun
Jonathan Chilvers said the motion had been sub-
mitted due to incidents including a dispute with
police over their handling of a case involving the
rape of a 12 year-old girl by an Afghan asylum
seeker in Nuneaton, and a row with the council’s
chief executive, Monica Fogarty, over Pride and
other flags being flown at WCC’s Shire Hall head-
quarters in Warwick.

Coun Chilvers continued: “George Finch has
abused the office of leader of the council and
time and again brought Warwickshire into dis-
repute.

“His repeated attacks on staff, partner institu-
tions and use of his role for constant cheap and
nasty political points scoring is unacceptable and
violates rule of law, democratic norms and basic
decency.”

If the Liberal Democrats, Greens, Labour and
Restore Britain councillors support the motion of
no confidence as expected, Coun Finch’s future
will be in the hands of the Conservative group on

s future

WCC leader George Finch faces a vote of no
confidence next week. The vote could spell a
change of leadership at Shire Hall.

the council.

If they support the motion or
abstain, Reform would not have the
numbers necessary to keep Coun
Finch in post.

Coun Finch responded saying the
move was a political stunt with
people more interested in removing
him than in offering any serious
alternative.

He continued: “We have already
passed our budget and have also
put forward our draft Council
Plan through Cabinet, ready for
engagement with the public. This
administration has a direction, a
programme for government and a
clear focus on delivery.

“Those trying to remove me have offered
no alternative Council Plan and no cred-
ible answer to what replaces the work
already under way.

“Warwickshire does not need a coali-
tion of chaos between the Liberal
Democrats, Greens, Labour and
Restore Britain. It needs sta-
ble leadership, a clear
direction and an
administration
focused on
delivery.

“I was elect-
ed to lead this
council, and
that is exactly
what I will
continue to

OPENING 16™ MARGH

OPEN DAY - 14 MARC

Opening offer

Fixed price dentals

£400
in March/April

Including anaesthetic, blood test, X-rays
and extractions

10am  Come & meet the team & look
to 3pm around our fabulous facilities

Last chgnce for
15% discount

for new clients
off your first 6 months
of vet fees

RUGBYS ONLY INDEPENDENT 24 HOUR VETS "
Offer ends 3pm 14" March

Register at www.rugbyvethospital.co.uk

The Locks, Hillmorton, Rugby CV21 4PP « TEL - 01788 345345
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Boxer

plans

knockout bid
for hospices

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

A PROFESSIONAL boxer
from Leam-ington is step-
ping back into the fundrais-
ing ring in aid of The Myton
Hospices.

Lewis Williams has signed up for
a new challenge this year, to raise
another £20,000 for the charity
close to his heart.

Following his successful ‘20 in
25’ initiative last year, which raised
£20,823, Lewis is continuing his
commitment with a new campaign:
‘20 in 26’.

The new challenge aims to gener-
ate a further £20,000 to support
Myton’s vital services, bringing him
closer to his long-term pledge of
raising §1 million for the charity
during his boxing career.

Lewis’ motivation stems from
personal experience of Myton’s
care through its Myton at Home

service. Witnessing, first-hand, the
impact of compassionate hospice
support on patients and their fami-
lies has driven his ongoing commit-
ment to ensuring others can access
the same essential care.

Building on the momentum of
last year’s fundraising, Lewis’ 20
in 26 drive will contribute towards
specialist palliative and end-of-life
care for people across Coventry
and Warwickshire. Like many hos-
pices nationwide, Myton is facing
increasing financial pressures as
well as growing demand for its serv-
ices. Lewis’ §20,000 target could
fund a hospice bed at Myton for
45 days, providing comfort, dig-
nity and expert care to patients and
their loved ones.

Throughout 2026, Lewis plans
to host a range of activities includ-
ing auctions, participation in Myton
events, collaborations with com-
mercial sponsors and engagement
with the local community through
Cleary’s Gym. One of the first
opportunities to support the cam-

o
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Warwick Myton Hospice, and Dr Anna-Marie Foly. s

paign will be an auction of signed
shirts from Haas, Formula 1 team
drivers Esteban Ocon and Oliver
Bearman. The auction will take
place at the Supercar Fest at Sywell
Aerodrome in May.

Lewis said: “The support we
received last year was incredible.
We've got exciting plans for 2026,
from auctions and events to work-
ing with sponsors and the amazing
community at Cleary’s Gym.

“What'’s really stood out is just

how many people have relied on
Myton’s support when families need
it most. We're determined to raise
these funds while bringing people
together along the way. There’s
lots happening behind the scenes,
and we’d love for everyone to get
involved and support this wonder-
ful charity.”

Hospice spokesperson Jason
Levy, added: “Everyone at Myton
is incredibly grateful to Lewis, his
team, sponsors and supporters.
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Stepping back into the fundraising ring: Lewis Williams with Sharon Kelly, left, ward manager at

Each year we care for thousands of
patients and their families and we
simply couldn’t do this without the
generosity of our community.

“Lewis embodies that community
spirit. We are immensely proud of
everything he does as our volun-
teer ambassador, to raise both vital
funds and awareness of hospice
care. We're excited to see what he
achieves this year.”

Visit www.mytonhospice.org/
Lewis to find out more and donate.

So much more than
self storage

Wellesbourne, Shipston-on-Stour, Mickleton & Long Marston

We can help you move h-ouse, buil

start a new hobby

Call Lindsey 0800 772 0200

*35s,

] \IE

\

hello@beyondstorage.co.uk

Wimpstone Fields, Wimpstone
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 8NN

“ssa

self storage
association
United Kingdom

d an extension or

Beyond
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Heidi’s cut will help others

4 L =3
Before and after: Heidi’s first haircut raised more than £2,000 for The Little Princess

Trust. s

A FOUR-year-old from Warwick has raised
more than £2,000 for a special cause with a
sponsored first haircut.

Heidi Webster, who had never had her
hair cut before, was fundraising for The Little
Princess Trust in February.

Heidi had her inaugural cut on February
28 and has raised £2,010.

The Little Princess Trust provides free,
real-hair wigs to people aged up to 24 who
have lost their hair through cancer treatment
or other conditions.

Heidi has raised almost enough (£2,100)
to cover the cost of making, fitting and styl-
ing three wigs free of charge for a child or
young person.

The hair from her cut has also been donat-
ed to the charity, to make wigs from.

Heidi’'s mum Lydia, a former hairdresser,
said: “We'd like to say a massive thank you
to everyone who’s sponsored Heidi and
helped her to raise such a fantastic total.

| your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

“She took her first haircut in her stride
and we're so pleased her hair can be put to
good use by such a fantastic charity.

“Fundraising for The Little Princess Trust
has been such a wonderful way to celebrate
her first haircut while helping others.”

The Little Princess Trust has helped more
than 20,000 children and young people with
its free wig service.

Wendy Tarplee-Morris, founder of The
Little Princess Trust, said: “We know our
wigs help to restore children’s confidence
and bring some normality back to their lives
when so much is changing.

“But we can only provide this free wig
service thanks to some very special people
like Heidi, who donate their hair and raise
valuable funds for us.

“We are so grateful to Heidi and all her
friends and family for their fantastic support
—and | would like to thank them all for their
brilliant efforts.”

See
page

29
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Cemex House (left) is
set to be demolished to
make way for a new Aldi
store. s

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A LONG-AWAITED plan to
build a new supermarket
on the site of a town centre
high-rise office block has
finally been given planning
permission.

Rugby Borough Council has
approved plans to build a new
Aldi food store on the site of
Cemex House, in Evreux Way.

The disused office building —
the UK head office of Cemex until
the cement company sold it in
2022 to move to Binley — will be
demolished to make way for the
new supermarket.

The &5million project, which
was first announced in 2022, is
expected to create up to 40 new
permanent jobs at the supermar-
ket, as well as around 100 roles
during construction.

The new store will be accessed
via Corporation Street, with an
exit point onto Evreux Way.

The plan includes improved
pedestrian links, a new crossing
and a 93-space car park — includ-
ing accessible and parent-and-
child bays, and electric vehicle
charging points — to offer 90
minutes of free parking.

Aldi has said that the project
would help to support plans for
the wider regeneration of the
town centre and would create
a ‘welcoming and attractive’

entrance to that side of the town.
The council has outlined funding
for 11 projects to support town
centre regeneration in its budget
for 2026-27, including explor-
ing options for the local author-
ity to take control of the Rugby
Central shopping centre and the
Brotherhood House site.

Positive

Council leader councillor
Michael Moran said the decision
was very positive news for the
town centre.

He said: “It is so important that
key sites within the town centre
are brought back into active use.

“Cemex House is one of the
first major buildings people see

as they come into Rugby town
centre and has been a derelict
site for far too long, so getting
it back in use again is a key part
of regenerating the town as a
whole.

“Aldi acquired Cemex House
many years before my time as
leader and it has been a challeng-
ing site to bring forward.

“Together with Coun [Jerry]
Roodhouse, I have done my best
to bring all the relevant parties
together to find a workable solu-
tion.

“I'm delighted that the develop-
ment will create new jobs and give
residents more choice, including
access to affordable food shop-
ping in a convenient location.”

Coun Roodhouse, chair of RBC’s

town centre working group, said
the decision reflected the coun-
cil’s commitment to bringing
redundant town centre sites back
into use.

He added: “Making better use
of under-used land and improv-
ing connections between differ-
ent parts of the town centre will
ensure it continues to meet the
needs of residents and businesses
now and into the future.”

The plan was supported by 85
per cent of those who took part
in a public consultation survey
when it was announced in 2022.

The Observer has asked Rugby
Borough Council to confirm
timescales for demolition, con-
struction and completion of the
project.

Cocaine dealer jailed for 39 months

A COCAINE dealer has been
jailed after he was caught
selling the drug in Rugby.

At Warwick Crown Court,
Arian Varfaj, 53, of no fixed
abode, pleaded guilty to
being concerned in the sup-
ply of class A drugs and was
jailed for 39 months.

In December, detectives
were patrolling Rugby when
they saw a suspicious car in
Oxford Street.

After watching a suspect-

. behind bars. s

Cocaine
dealer Arian
Varfaj is

just(go!holidays

[k [k & &

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 Quote 0SG
¥ Trustpilot

Reader Travel

ed drugs deal, they detained
the driver, Varfaj, and found
cocaine, cash and the phone
he was using to deal.

Det Cons Matthew Rapkins
said: “These toxic drugs
bring poverty, misery and
crime wherever they go.

across the county on plain-
clothed patrols and we will
continue to target anyone
who is willing to sow misery
and harm in their commu-
nity.”

Visit www.warwickshire.

police.uk/ro/report to report
concerns about drugs or
dealing. Information can also
be provided anonymously
to the independent charity
Crimestoppers, on 0800 555
114,

“We are constantly out

Drugs seized

THOUSANDS of pounds worth of suspected
cocaine has been seized after police raided
four homes in Rugby.

Officers from Rugby Police’s serious and
organised crime team seized suspected
cocaine worth more than £25,000 when they
executed three drug warrants in Hillmorton
and one in Brownsover on Monday, March
2

Ryan O’Neill, of Eskdale in Brownsover,
was arrested and later charged with posses-
sion of cocaine with intent to supply.

A 36-year-old man from Rugby arrested
on suspicion of possession of class A drugs
with intent to supply, has been bailed until
May while enquiries continue.

Det Cons Matt Rapkins said: “These war-
rants have led to a considerable amount of
drugs being taken off the streets of Rugby.

“I'd like to reassure local communities

Suspected cocaine worth more than
£25,000 was seized after police raided
four homes in Rugby. s

that we are listening to your concerns. If you
have any information about drug dealing, let
us know and we’ll continue to act.”

Visit www.warwickshire.police.uk/report,
or call 101, to report information about drug
dealing to police.

Information can also be provided,
anonymously, to Crimestoppers via www.
crimestoppers-uk.org or on 0800 555 111.

Andre Rieu in Prague
Departing Tue 26 May ‘26
Armed with his incredible 60-piece

Johann Strauss Orchestra, the King of Waltz is
bringing a new show to Prague in spring 2026!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from
Rugby, Coventry

¢/ First & last night on a bed & breakfast basis in
Germany (last night with a light evening meal)

¢ Additional overnight stay on outward & return
journey in Germany with dinner & breakfast

¢ 3 nights at the Hotel Duo, Prague (JG4 rating)with
dinner & breakfast

¢ Welcome drink, fruit & water in room on arrival
& porterage

¢ Ticket to André Rieu concert at the 02 Arena,
Prague (Category 3 - Upper Bowl)

+/ Guided city tour of Prague, Vitava River Cruise
& panoramic tour of Dresden

¢/ Excursions to Prague Castle & VySehrad

¢ En-route visits to Riidesheim am Rhein, Plzen,
Kassel & Lille

8 Days by Coach only £1399

Single Supplement £300

These packages are subjact to Just €o! Holidays terms & conditions. Coach bookings a°e protected by Bondeg Ccacn Holidays & the Association
of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust Ltd, Air holidzys are ATOL protected No. 0889, Prices are per pe-son, based on two peoplé sharing a room &
honoured on beokings made up Lo 7 deys posL publicalion, afler wh ¢hpr ces may Nucluale. Croices of dele, hotel, airpertor pick up lecalior

may incur asupplement. Please see websiteor al forfull details

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

Scenic Cumbria

& the Lovely Lake District
Departing Thu 25 Jun ‘26

Come and experience the Lovely Lake District
with excursions to idyllic towns, a nostalgic
heritage railway, a Lake Windermere cruise
as well as entrance to the magical World of
Beatrix Potter Attraction. This deserves a top spot
on your ‘must-do” list!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢ 4 nights at the Holiday Inn Express,
Barrow-in-Furness (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Heritage train journey on the Lakeside
& Haverthwaite Railway

¢ Cruise on Lake Windermere
¢ Scenic drive through Cumbria

¢ Excursions to Bowness-on-Windermere, the
World of Beatrix Potter Attraction, Ulverston,
Grasmere, Kendal

5 Days by Coach only £429

Single Supplement £140
E A

H justgohols

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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Sofia’s story inspires cash for
vital new research

§ | THE DETERMINED fund-raising

efforts of the family of a Rugby
woman who beat cancer against
the odds when she was a child have
helped two charities fund vital new
research.

Sofia Dwyer’s family started fund-
raising after she was diagnosed with
acute myeloid leukaemia (AML) in June
2017, when she was just 11.

Her dad Conor said Sofia was a ‘nor-
mal, happy 11-year-old girl’ before her
diagnosis — but after she became unusu-
ally tired on a camping trip, blood tests
showed that she had AML, a rare and
aggressive form of blood cancer.

Conor said: “Sofia’s cancer journey
was incredibly tough. Her treatment
lasted six months and included aggres-
sive chemotherapy, alongside three life-
threatening episodes of sepsis.

“There were moments where we
didn’t know if she would pull through.
But throughout it all, Sofia showed
remarkable courage. Even early on, she
wanted to help others.”

Sofia decided to donate her hair to
make wigs for other children who lose
their hair because of treatment.

And, in 2017, her family set up Super
Sofia, a Special Named Fund at CCLG:
The Children & Young People’s Cancer
Association which raises money for
research into .

Conor said: “Because Sofia’s leukae-
mia was rare, the medicine she received
was only available as part of a clinical
trial. We quickly realised that, with-
out research funding, those treatment

options simply wouldn’t exist.

“Fund-raising became our way of
turning fear into action — and helping
other children who might one day face
the same diagnosis.”

Now 20 and working in a pub, as well
as volunteering in an RSPCA charity
shop, Sofia has put her fund towards
two new leukaemia research projects.

The funding is part of a £600,000
collaboration between CCLG and Blood
Cancer UK, with the projects being led
by Dr Samanta Mariani at the University
of Edinburgh and Dr Karen Keeshan at
the University of Glasgow.

Dr Mariani’s project aims to develop
more targeted and effective treatments,
while Dr Keeshan'’s focuses on new and
kinder treatments.

Conor said he was ‘incredibly proud’
to be part of the collaboration.

He said: “When Sofia was diagnosed,
her survival odds were just 20 per
cent. The only reason she survived was
because research — and trial treatments
— already existed. So, seeing two new
leukaemia research projects funded
gives us enormous hope.”

Conor thanked Super Sofia’s support-
ers, adding: “To the researchers, we
want to say how much your work mat-
ters to families like ours. Behind every
trial and breakthrough are real children
relying on what you discover next.

“Sofia is here today because of
research. That’s the impact you're mak-

g.

Ashley Ball-Gamble, Chief Executive
of CCLG, said: “By working together,
we can accelerate funding for the most

promising childhood cancer research
and move faster toward breakthroughs
for these young patients.”

Dr Richard Francis, Deputy Director
of Research at Blood Cancer UK, added:
“Funding innovative research like this is
so vital. It’s only possible because of the
determination of families and support-
ers who refuse to accept that current
treatments are good enough.”

Visit specialnamedfunds.cclg.org.uk/
super-sofia to support Super Sofia.

Sofia pictured at the end of her
treatment in 2017.

Steam to Carlisle.

Carlisle Railway.

Settle and Carlisle line.

Saturday 28 March and 9 May 2026

This trip provides a wonderful opportunity for
passengers to get out and about during the spring
months with the added bonus of steam haulage over
the Northern Fells, including the spectacular Settle &

We have a high speed journey down the West Coast
Main Line to Carnforth, hauled by a blue Class 86
electric locomotive. We then enjoy a circular steam
tour outwards via Shap to Carlisle and back via the

* Departs Rugby, Nuneaton and Crewe

* From £115 per person
* Premier Dining available

i I oL Bob Green

)

MAGNIFICENT LOCOMOTIVES ¢ SCENIC JOURNEYS ¢ FASCINATING DESTINATIONS

The Cumbrian Mountain Express

ISR,
BRITISH

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY
AL BOUATS

BESTTRAVEL COMPANY
RALBOUOATS

BEST SPECIAL WTEREST
HOLIDAY COUPANY

On-board dining options available. Refreshments available to purchase on-board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company’s standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only - locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company - The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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Operation Regroup. s

Officers from Coventry Police’s new mounted unit visited Foleshill during

Mounted police
on the streets

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

MORE than £3,000 worth of sus-
pected cocaine has been taken off
the streets of Coventry.

Officers from Coventry Police’s north-east
priority crime team confiscated the drugs
when they stopped and searched a man in
Shirley Road on Thursday, March 5.

The man was arrested on suspicion of pos-
session of class A drugs with intent to supply
and was taken into custody.

He has since been bailed with strict condi-
tions while enquiries continue.

The arrest came as police teams in the
northeast of the city joined Operation
Regroup, a day of high-impact patrols aimed
at addressing local priorities.

Reassurance and crime-prevention patrols
took place around the Walsgrave, Gielgud
‘Way and hotel car parks, aimed at tackling

thefts of, and from, vehicles in the area.
Elsewhere, officers from the force’s new
mounted unit visited locations in Foleshill,
including Gallagher Retail Park, and two
drug warrants were carried out in and around
Riley Square.

Two people were arrested and charged
over the course of the operation, including
a 28-year-old man arrested on suspicion
of shop thefts in Broad Park Road and
a 33-year-old man arrested in connection
with a vehicle theft in Tennison Road in
February.

More than 200 cars were caught driving
above the speed limit during an enforcement
operation in Jimmy Hill Way, with the fastest
car clocked at 96mph.

Another car was found being driven with-
out insurance. The driver was prosecuted
and the vehicle seized.

Another car failed to stop for officers but
the driver ended up in a dead-end where they
were found to have a revoked licence. That
car was also seized.

A L Anth. R I.s

Child murderer lan Huntley. s

Coventry m

THE ATTACK which led
to the death of notorious
child-killer Ian Huntley is
suspected to have been
carried out by a triple mur-
derer from Coventry.

Huntley, 52, who killed
10-year-old schoolgirls
Holly Wells and Jessica
Chapman in 2002, died
on Friday when his life
support equipment was
switched off.

He had suffered signif-
icant head trauma when

he was attacked with a
makeshift weapon at HMP
Frankland, a high security
prison in County Durham,
on February 26.

Anthony Russell, for-
merly of Riley Square in
Coventry, is reported to
have been responsible for
the attack on the Soham
double murderer, accord-
ing to reports by the BBC
and the Daily Mail.

Russell, 43, is serving a
whole life-term for murder-

an suspected of murder

ing Julie Williams, her son
David Williams and Nicole
McGregor in the space
of seven days in October
2020.

Durham Constabulary is
preparing a file for the
Crown Prosecution Service
for the consideration of
charges.

A spokesperson for the
force said a police inves-
tigation into the circum-
stances of the incident was
ongoing.

A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts

"HERBACEOUS
<PLANTS

*{BEDDING

A world of
OPEN 6 DAYS
A WEEK
Tues-Sat 9-5.30pm
Sun 10.30-4.30pm

Open Bank Holiday
Mondays

On A423 Southam Road,

Nr Farnborough, Banbury, 0X17 1EL

el Tel 01295 690479
customersales@farnboroughgardencentre:co.uk

WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN
WON'T COST YOU THE EARTH

SOUTHAM

a0 UPON AVOR 1\ \ (<)
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GARDEN CENTR
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Council-house services
criticised by the regulator

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

‘SERIOUS failings’ have been
found in how Rugby Borough
Council (RBC) manages its
council homes.

The Regulator of Social Housing
(RSH) said ‘significant improve-
ment’ was needed after it found
areas in which the council has failed
to meet consumer standards.

RBC was found lacking in its
assurance around property con-
dition, oversight of repairs per-
formance, tenant engagement and

accessibility of service information.

Inspectors found the council had
identified 800 homes with electrical
installation condition reports more
than five years old — and 600 with-
out smoke alarms.

The regulator also found the
council could not fully analyse the
results of stock-condition surveys
it commissioned for 86 per cent
of its homes, because it only held
partial data.

The council was given a C3 grade,
meaning it does not meet govern-
ance requirements due to ‘issues
of serious regulatory concern’, and
must engage with RSH to address
failings and weaknesses.

Inspectors highlighted strengths
in the council’s partnership work
to tackle anti-social behaviour and
hate incidents, confirmed homes
were allocated in a fair and trans-
parent way, and observed a respect-
ful approach to tenants.

Gaps

Kate Dodsworth, the council’s
chief of regulatory engagement,
said: “Our inspections continue to
highlight significant gaps in some
landlords’ understanding of tenants
and homes, reinforcing the need for
accurate, up-to-date information to
ensure safe, decent housing.

“We will continue to hold land-
lords to account and drive con-
tinuous improvement to ensure ten-
ants live in good-quality homes and
receive effective services.”

The council said a stock condi-
tion survey had been 87 per cent
completed, £850,000 of addition-
al funding has been approved for
repairs and investment was made
in a new asset management system
since the inspection, in October.

A stronger performance manage-
ment framework and new tenant
engagement framework has also
been introduced.

The council said it had referred
itself to the regulator over the accu-
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racy and completeness of repairs
information ahead of the inspection.

Councillor Claire Edwards, RBC
portfolio holder for communities,
homes, safety and regulation, said:
“When I became portfolio holder, it
was clear that significant work was
needed to ensure our housing serv-
ices were operating at the standard
our tenants deserve.

“Over the past 18 months, we have
invested in our services, strength-
ened engagement with tenants and
progressed major improvements to
our repairs service.

“We welcome the regulator’s
assessment and see it as an impor-
tant part of our improvement jour-
ney. We remain committed to invest-
ing in our workforce and systems
and to working closely with tenants
as we continue to strengthen our
housing services.”

The council will send all its tenants
an overview of the RSH’s findings in
its tenant newsletter. Visit https:/
tinyurl.com/3tyw2694 to read the
full findings.

Fitness fanatics show their fundraising grit

ENERGETIC fundraisers at a Rugby
gym have flexed their financial mus-
cles for a life-saving charity.

Gym-goers raised £600 for the
OurJay Foundation during a charity
day at Fitness Worx Rugby.

The event featured a ‘Hyrox’
competition — a fitness challenge
alternating between running and
functional exercises — giving ath-
letes the opportunity to test their
endurance, strength and determi-
nation throughout the day.

A deadlift competition also
brought out some impressive
strength performances from com-
petitors, with Declan Challoner and

Sophie Henry crowned the win-
ners.

Representatives from Better
Bodies were also present, help-
ing support the day and connect
with members of the fitness com-
munity.

A bake sale and raffle helped to
top-up the fundraising total.

Gym manager Beth said: “The
turnout, the atmosphere and the
generosity shown by members and
the local community were incred-
ible.

“Events like this show what the
Fitness Worx community is all about
— people coming together to sup-

port each other and raise money
for a fantastic cause. We're so
proud to have hosted it at Rugby.”

The OurJay Foundation was set
up by Rugby woman Naomi Rees-
Issitt following the tragic death of
her 18-year-old son Jamie Rees
from a cardiac arrest in the early
hours of New Year’s Day 2022.

The charity has so far installed
more than 330 defibrillators across
Warwickshire and beyond while
raising awareness of their impor-
tance and providing training in life-
saving skills.

Visit www.ourjay.org.uk for more
information on the charity.
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Gym-goers raised £600 for the OurJay Foundation during a charity

day at Fitness Worx Rugby. s
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US academic joins lobby against
plans for new town development

5 A7

g

AN EMINENT American aca-
demic has added her voice
to the growing opposition
against plans to build a new
town of up to 10,000 houses
in south Warwickshire.

Professor Katherine
Scheil - author of Imagining
Shakespeare’s Wife: The
Afterlife of Anne Hathaway, and
associate dean at the University
of Minnesota - has condemned
the proposed development
between Bearley, Wilmcote and
Pathlow as a threat to a land-
scape of global cultural signifi-
cance.

The proposed development
- part of the Stratford District
Council’s South Warwickshire
Local Plan - would span some
329 hectares of green belt land
— the size of some 460 football
pitches - and include homes
for some 16,000 potential resi-
dents. It would also require a
new secondary school and up to
four new primary schools as all
nearby schools are at capacity.

After learning of the propos-
als from Wilmcote resident,
Professor Ewan Fernie of the
Shakespeare Institute, Professor
Scheil wrote a letter in support
of the Bearley Wilmcote Action
Group.

Her words, say BWAG, are a
reminder of what is at stake is
not just housing numbers but

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

the preservation of a landscape
that continues to inspire people
from around the world.

Professor Scheil leads annual
study tours bringing American
students to Stratford, and noted
the impact on students of the
walk from Stratford through
Shottery and into the country-
side around Wilmcote - coun-
tryside that remains largely
unchanged from the world
Shakespeare himself knew.

Professor Scheil warned that
building on the scale proposed
would permanently sever the
existing connection between
landscape and literature.

She even likened the plans
to PT Barnum’s 1847 attempt
to dismantle Shakespeare’s
Birthplace and transport it to
America as a commercial attrac-
tion - a scheme rejected at the
time as cultural vandalism.

Particularly concerning, she
noted, was the potential impact
on the setting of Mary Arden’s
Farm in Wilmcote - a site of
historical and symbolic impor-
tance. Increased traffic, urban
sprawl, flood risk, and paved
pathways she argued would
erode the integrity of the land-
scape that allows visitors to
imagine the lives of the women
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who shaped Shakespeare’s early
world.

A BWAG spokesperson added
it urged local councillors and
planning authorities to reflect
carefully before endorsing
proposals that would irrevers-
ibly damage the countryside
that inspired the world’s most
famous writer.

SDC has previously stated
not all the proposed locations
within the plan would ulti-
mately be needed to meet the
area’s needs and the councils
would be undertaking further
analysis to conclude which
locations should form part of
south Warwickshire’s growth
strategy.

Say NO
to 6,700
houses here

NO to Green
Belt Destruction

m  Stratford MP Manuela
Perteghella has also spoken
of her opposition. She attend-
ed a recent Wilmcote Parish
Council meeting to outline her
concerns, chiefly a dispropor-
tionate pressure on Wilmcote
railway station.

She explained the village
should not be treated as a major
urban transport hub simply
because it has a railway station.
She highlighted several signifi-
cant local constraints, includ-
ing the single-track railway
line, limited station facilities,
absence of car parking, lack of
step-free disabled access and
limited funding for upgrades.

Residents gather at
Mary Arden’s House
to protest against the
proposed new town.
Picture by Marcus
Mingins 3525002MMR

Professor Katherine
Scheil says the

new town would
destroy the south
Warwickshire coun-
tryside that inspired
Shakespeare.

'
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Sandra Smyth is presented with a bouquet of flowers, a box of
chocolates, and a meal voucher by Cockshut Hill Principal Jody

Clarke and students.

A BELOVED cook at a

Coventry secondary school

has hung up her apron after
36 years of serving up meals to
students.

Sandra Smyth has retired from
her role in the restaurant at
Cockshut Hill School, having joined
in September 1989 when Black Box
and Jason Donovan were riding
high in the charts.

To mark her retirement, the
school presented Sandra with a
bouquet of flowers, a box of choco-
lates, and a meal voucher so she
could enjoy a well-deserved meal
out.

Reflecting on her long tenure,
Sandra said: “I have loved every
moment of my time at Cockshut
Hill

“It has been a joy to serve meals
to generations of children and watch
them grow over the decades. Being
part of their daily lives has meant
so much to me, and I will always

treasure those memories.”

A school spokesperson said
Sandra had been a ‘warm and
familiar presence’ during her time
there.

They added: “Over more than
three decades, Sandra has prepared
and served meals to generations of
learners, watching them grow from
young children into adults.

“Her consistent kindness and reli-
ability have made her an integral
and comforting part of daily school
life for countless children.”

Principal Jody Clarke wished
Sandra a ‘long, happy, and fulfilling
retirement’.

He added: “Sandra’s extraordi-
nary dedication and warmth have
touched the lives of so many learn-
ers and staff over the past 36
years.

“She has been a true constant in
our school community, and we are
immensely grateful for everything
she has given us.”
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All join in for a day
of fun and games

LIVELY students from schools

in Coventry, Rugby and
Leamington took part in a fun
day of sports built around one
simple motto: nobody left on
the bench.

Pupils from Cardinal Newman
Catholic School in Coventry, Arnold
Lodge School in Leamington, and
Avon Park school in Rugby teamed
up with University of Warwick
students and staff for the 96th
PowerHouseGames.

The day featured a variety of
inclusive sports including boccia,
kurling, seated volleyball, goalball,
walking football, and kwik cricket,
which made its debut this year.

It concluded with a huge seated
netball game, which started with
one ball and ended with three flying
across the court — capturing the fun
and collaborative spirit of the day.

The event was supported by

University staff, student volunteers,
and the team from Warwick Sport.
Warwick Sport Scholars were also
on hand to present medals and
certificates to every participant,
celebrating their commitment and
teamwork.

Jade Woodward, Active
Programme Manager at Warwick
Sport, said: “We believe physical
activity should be accessible to
everyone. The PowerHouseGames
shows how simple adaptations can
make sport fully inclusive without
losing any of the excitement.

“Seeing students support one
another, build confidence and try
new activities is exactly why we are
proud to deliver this event.”

John Willis, Founder and Chief
Ambassador of PowerHouseGames,
said the event showed what is pos-
sible when schools, universities and
communities put inclusion first.

He added: “To see participants

Pupils from
Cardinal Newman
Catholic School in
Coventry, Arnold
Lodge School in
Leamington, and
Avon Park school
in Rugby teamed
up with University
of Warwick stu-
dents and staff for
the 96th Power
HouseGames.

fully engaged, adapting, communi-
cating and celebrating each other’s
success is exactly what the Games
were created to achieve.”

Andrew Todd, Director of
Regional Strategy and Partnerships
at the University of Warwick, said it
was fantastic to see how sport can
bring together teams of pupils from
different schools and backgrounds.

He added: “This is now the fourth
time the University has hosted the
PowerHouseGames and it contin-
ues to grow and develop with new
sports such as boccia and cricket
being added this year.

“We were really pleased to
include staff and student volunteers
who fully embraced the wonderful
spirit of the games again.”

A spokesperson said the univer-
sity was looking forward to wel-
coming the Games back for a fifth
time in 2027.

/" pound for f ty
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Russell Lane

The Jewellers of Warwick

TIME TO HAVE A SORT OUT?

Been meaning to do
something with all

those pieces you are
no longer wearing?

NOW IS THE TIME

Gold and silver
jewellery
purchased.

Any amount, any
condition.

Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk
Tel: 01926 494 494 | Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk
2 High Street, Warwick CV34 4AP
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Standout performance in Qatar
wins silver for Sara and Tango

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

A PARA dressage rider from
south Warwickshire has brought
home a silver medal.

Sara Bates, who lives in Alcester,
has returned from Doha after an
emotional runner-up finish repre-
senting Great Britain at the Chi Al
Shagab competition in Qatar.

Sara described the opportunity
to travel to Doha with her 17-year-
old home-bred mare Tango as a
“dream come true”.

The duo delivered a standout
performance in Freestyle, finish-
ing second to current FEI world
number one Grade IV rider Kate
Shoemaker (USA). Riding to music
from Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory, Sara and Tango earned a
score of 68.792 per cent, securing
the runner-up ribbon and a memo-
rable podium finish.

She said: “I came out of the arena
in tears. I knew it was a good test,
but when it was confirmed that
we’d finished second behind the
world number one, it was just over-
whelming. To stand on that podium
representing Great Britain is some-
thing I'll never forget.”

The three-day competition con-
sisted of two straight tests — set
floor plans judged movement by
movement — followed by the free-
style, where riders design their
own choreography to music.

LONGIN]

Ex¢conMot

Sara placed fourth on the open-
ing day and fifth on day two before
climbing the leaderboard in the
final freestyle to secure second in
the freestyle standings.

Her performance marked a
strong early-season statement and
earned valuable world ranking
points as she continues her inter-
national campaign.

Sara, who manages multiple scle-
rosis alongside elite sport, said the
experience in Doha was excep-
tional both on and off the arena
surface.

She continued: “We were looked
after so well. The whole atmos-
phere was supportive and uplifting
— exactly what para sport should
be. Everyone congratulates each
other and celebrates good perform-
ances. It’s competitive, but it’s also
respectful.”

Now back home, Sara is already
planning ahead. The Doha result
strengthens her position in the
world rankings and enhances her
prospects for future international
selection. She is also keen to use
her platform to promote awareness
of hidden disabilities and encour-
age others not to give up on their
ambitions.

Sara will continue her 2026 sea-
son in the UK while exploring
further international opportunities
with Tango.

Sara and Tango show off their
silver medal.

clusive, Evergreen Editions of Seasons

i . The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
Following on from the fantastic response to will celebrate everything

our debut "Winter' edition of Seasons, uplifting, inspiring and
we're delighted to announce that Seasons quintessentially local across

'Spring' edition is about to be sprung. Warvtvl::lél;lriiz,c&l(:lrt;::tgfshire

and the West Midlands.

The beautifully glossy AS
magazine will once again be
freely available in print, from a
major supermarket near you -
and, the 'Spring' edition of
Seasons will also be available
247 on line and will be
showcased across all of our
local Observer and Standard
Newspapers, websites and
social media platforms for the
next 12 months.

As the days grow longer and our towns,
villages and the countryside emerge from
the long dark days of winter, we are all
enjoying the arrival of the 'Spring' of 2026.

Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply
browse on line
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where you can browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247
and soon, you'll be able to
enjoy the 'Spring' edition of
Seasons too!

like more details -

If you'd like your business to be featured in the nekt
just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Paul, Gareth or Sharon.

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team
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ZBED FACTORY Attention
Trading since 1989 Arth ritus

3 floors full of beds (We are bigger than we look)

Specialists in mattresses for people SUffe re I‘S

with back, shoulder and hip pain

In pain with
your back

Many people don’t realise just
how much their mattress can
affect aches, stiffness, and
overall pain,especially in the
back.

Around one in six adults in England
experience back pain (lasting 3+ months) at
any given time.

In Warwickshire alone, it is estimated that

96,531 people suffer from back pain,that’s

about 17.6 % of the population. WHY WAIT? COME
IN STORE TODAY OR
Of those, 60,167 are estimated to have CALL U S 0 N

severe back pain in Warwickshire .
01926 426405

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL

139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
. 01926 422404 oo S i Trustpilot * * * * *




PAGE 12

Some natural

ECO-minded  groups
came together in Rugby
to celebrate ongoing
environmental  work
across the borough.

Nature in Focus
Community Networking,
hosted by Rugby
Borough Council and
‘Warwickshire Wildlife
Trust, celebrated the
community’s dedication
to environmental pres-
ervation and laid the
foundations for future
initiatives.

Some 55 representa-
tives of ten community
groups and organisa-
tions showcased their
initiatives, raising aware-
ness about their ongo-
ing efforts and achieve-
ments.

A dedicated network-
ing hour gave partici-
pants a chance to dis-
cuss themes identified
in feedback from last year, includ-
ing collaboration, strategies for
engaging with young people, out-
reach opportunities and upcoming
events.

Attendees also talked about creat-
ing a community network to keep
sharing ideas and supporting each
other’s work.

Coun Alison Livesey, Rugby
Borough Council’s Portfolio Holder
for Operations and Traded Services
and Chair of the Climate Emergency
‘Working Group, said: “It has been
fantastic to facilitate an event for
individuals and groups who are
dedicated to environmental preser-
vation and sustainability.

“We hope that the connections

allies

made here will help generate inno-
vative projects and partnerships in
the future.”

Her Liberal Democrat counterpart
Coun Sam Edwards, Deputy Chair
of the Climate Emergency Working
Group, added: “Giving local groups
the opportunity to meet and net-
work is incredibly important.

“The session has demonstrated
a strong interest in people coming
together, sharing common interests
and goals.”

The event was organised in
response to feedback from attend-
ees of the previous Nature in Focus
event last July.

Coun Alison Livesey.
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Chance to take a
tour of the town

LANDMARKS, legacy
and literary heritage in
Rugby will be showcased
by a series of local tours
in celebration of English
Tourism Week.

Rugby Visitor Centre will
be offering a series of tours
to mark the occasion, run-
ning from March 13 to 22.

The first guided tour on
Friday (March 13) will take
place in Rugby town, show-
casing the history of local
public artworks and the
artists behind them.

Throughout the week, a
variety of heritage tours
will unveil facts about the
borough’s history, tak-
ing in stops including the
‘Webb Ellis Rugby Football
Museum, the Webb Ellis
Statue, The Queen’s Gates
at Rugby School, and
the historic St Andrew’s
Church.

A new guided tour
through Bilton village will
include a visit to the 14th-
century St Mark’s Church,
where volunteers will dis-
cuss its history and lead a walk
through its gardens.

The final tour on March 21 high-
lights Rugby’s literary heritage and
explores the lives of famous writ-
ers.

All tours will be led by expert
guides who bring the town'’s history

to life through its landmarks and
buildings.

Coun Maggie O’Rourke, Rugby
Borough Council’s Labour group
spokesperson for partnerships and
wellbeing, said: “English Tourism
Week is the perfect opportunity
to celebrate Rugby’s heritage
and learn facts you might not yet

know.

“The town guides have
expert knowledge and
offer exciting, memora-
ble tours suitable for all
ages.”

Her Liberal Democrat
counterpart Coun Neil
Sandison, Rugby Borough
Council’s group spokes-
person for partnerships
and wellbeing, added:
“Take this opportunity to
learn about Rugby’s her-
itage with a range of free
tours around the town.

“Tours are avail-
able outside of English
Tourism Week during
spring and summer, ena-
bling residents and visi-
tors to learn more about
Rugby’s rich history.”

Outside of English
Tourism Week, guided
Rugby town tours will
continue every Saturday
from April to October 17,
starting at 11lam.

All events are free to
attend. Places must be
booked in advance at
www.therugbytown.co.uk/town-
guides or by calling the Visitor
Centre on (01788) 533217.

A series of tours of Rugby will
take place in celebration of
English Tourism Week.

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with

lots to think about.

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby
07802 728443

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

CARE HOME
GROUP

carehome.co.uk

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

Registered charity number 1012788
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Courageous young boxers

TWO young boxers from
a club in Rugby showed
‘courage, determination,
and heart’” at a regional
event.

Jack Telford, 12, and Sienna
Davies, 14, who both train
at the Bradby Club’s Rugby
Boxing Academy, did them-
selves proud at a show host-
ed by Northampton Amateur
Boxing Club.

Both took part in skills bouts
— non-competitive, supervised
matches designed for novice
boxers to gain experience
without the pressure of win-
ning or losing.

Each boxer completed three
rounds of one minute and 30
seconds, with a one-minute
rest between rounds.

A Bradby Club spokesperson
said: “In skills bouts, there
is no declared winner — both
competitors have their hands
raised at the end.

“However, what cannot be
measured on a scorecard is
courage, determination, and
heart — qualities both Jack
and Sienna demonstrated in
abundance.

“Both young athletes showed
composure, resilience and skill
beyond their years. Fighting
hard until the final bell, they
displayed the commitment and
work ethic developed through

consistent training at Rugby
Boxing Academy.”

The event was particularly
significant for Sienna, who
became the first female boxer
to represent Rugby Boxing
Academy in a ring setting.

The spokesperson added:
“Sienna’s achievement marks
an important moment for the
club and for girls’ participation
in boxing locally.

“We hope Sienna’s courage
and success will inspire more
young girls across Rugby to
step into the gym and take up
the sport.

“Everyone at the Bradby Club
and Rugby Boxing Academy is
immensely proud of both Jack
and Sienna — not only for their
performances in the ring, but
for the example they set to
other young people accessing
Bradby’s programmes. They
have shown that dedication,
discipline and bravery open
doors to new opportunities.”

For more information about
Rugby Boxing Academy or to
find out how young people
can get involved, contact the
Bradby Club at office@bradby.
org.uk or on 01788 544344.

Sienna Davies and Jack

Telford showed ‘dedica-

tion, discipline and brav-
ery’ at the event.
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Move to use
mpty homes

EMPTY homes are a ‘missed opportunity’
— that is the message from Rugby Borough
Council (RBC) during Empty Homes Week
(March 9-15).

The council is highlighting the action it
is taking to bring vacant homes back into
use — and is urging residents to report
empty properties in their neighbourhoods.

RBC is introducing new Council Tax pre-
miums on April 1 for properties that have
been empty and unfurnished for a year
or more, aiming to encourage owners to
bring empty homes back into use.

The council also has a range of powers to
tackle empty properties including enforce-
ment action where necessary — but says its
first approach is to work with owners.

Coun Claire Edwards, RBC’s spokesper-
son for communities and homes, regula-
tion and safety, said: “Empty homes are
a missed opportunity for our borough. At
a time when many people are looking for
housing, it is vital that properties do not
stand unused for years.

“We are committed to working con-
structively with owners to help them bring
homes back into use. However, where
properties are left empty long term and
cause problems for neighbours, we will not
hesitate to use the powers available to us.

“Empty Property Week is a chance to
shine a light on the issue and remind resi-
dents that they can play a part by repomng
homes they believe are standing empty.”

Her Liberal Democrat counterpart Coun
Noreen New added: “Bringing empty prop-
erties back into use benefits everyone.
It improves neighbourhoods, reduces the
risk of vandalism and anti-social behaviour
and increases the supply of homes.”

Visit www.rugby.gov.uk/w/empty-prop-
erties for more information, or to report an
empty property.

OUR BIG SALE =M1 =
IS STILL ON ET DISCO

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they

don't have enough stock left to service them.

Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on to YOU.

'OPEN 7 DAYS

CV6 SEY

BRAND NAME CARPETS [om susty Smiisier o Budges core,
AT LOW LOW PRICES

50% offers or sales dlscounts is it 50% off their normal hi Pnces ALWAYS

v

CROMWELL STREET (OFF RED LANE) COVENTRY CV6 5EY TEL: (024) 7666 1985 . -
SOME CUSTOMERS TRAVEL MILES - YOU DON'T HAVE TO - WE AREHERE [ www.salecarpet.uk ] = =
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Hazel Pilling (Chamber), Keely Hancox (Chamber), Sandra Godley
OBE (Chamber president), Julie McGarrigle (Alsters Kelley), and

Indu Seshadri (Skewb).

Women urged to get involved

WOMEN in Coventry and
Warwickshire have been told that
the ‘world needs what they have
to offer’ at an event in the region to
mark International Women’s Day.

Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce held a spe-
cial Women in Business lunch on
Sunday at Warwickshire Walton
Hall Hotel.

The event — attended by more
than 70 people — heard from cham-
ber president Sandra Godley OBE,
Taiwo Owatemi MP, Alsters Kelley
director Julie McGarrigle and
Skewb co-founder Indu Seshadri.

Sandra Godley OBE said:
“Perhaps the most meaningful part
of International Women’s Day is
remembering that there is some-
one at the beginning of their jour-
ney. And to those people | say:
your voice matters; your ideas mat-
ter; your leadership matters; and
the world needs what only you can
bring.”

Indu Seshadri told the audi-
ence that more than 55 per cent

of Skewb’s core team are women
— rare for a company in the utilities
sector.

She said: “When you give some-
one an opportunity, you give them
momentum. When you support
someone, you give them strength.
And when you invest in someone,
you give them a second chance.
That’s what inclusion looks like in
practice.”

Taiwo Owatemi MP added: “It
is inspiring to stand in a room full
of women who are transforming
their communities every single day.
Women in business don’t just build
companies, they build opportuni-
ties, networks, and futures.”

Julie McGarrigle said:
“International Women’s Day is a
celebration of the achievements
and contributions of women eve-
rywhere. But it's also a reminder
that equality is still not universal.
And that is why we must continue
to push for change, not just today,
but every day.”
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DJ Gary hopes to
scoop top award

AN ‘HONOURED’ volunteer pre-
senter on Rugby Hospital Radio
has been nominated for a prize at
this year’s National Hospital Radio
Awards.

Gary Skinner has been short-
listed in the Best Specialist Music
Programme category for his show
The Blues Experience.

The Hospital of St Cross DJ said
it was an honour to be nominated,
adding: “The judging panel con-
tains industry professionals, so I'm
humbled to have been included in
the final ten.”

Gary came up with the idea for
his blues show — a recent addition
to the station’s line-up — to comple-
ment the Classic Rock Show which
he presents every Thursday.

He said: “The idea was to com-
plement my weekly show where I
play popular rock classics. Blues is
where all that music comes from.

“Hospital radio is mainly about
familiar favourites, but we also like
to have programmes where people
can hear something a bit different.
Without blues we wouldn’t have
rock and roll and everything that
followed, and anyone who likes
this kind of music will probably
enjoy most of the tracks in the
hour.”

He said volunteering at the sta-
tion was a way for him to give
something back to the community.

He added: “We are as local as
radio can get. Hospital radio is a
welcome distraction from worry

/

and can help patients feel con-
nected to the community.

“We have volunteers on the wards
each week meeting patients and
taking their requests for favourite
tunes. Our stats for the last year
show we play over 150 requests
per month.”

His colleagues are crossing their
fingers for Gary to take home
the prize at the awards ceremony,
which takes place in Bolton on
Saturday March 21.

Rugby Hospital Radio secretary
Phil Smith said: “Gary has always
had a natural talent as a broad-

Rugby Hospital Radio
DJ Gary Skinner has
been nominated for a
prize.

caster and his passion for music
really comes over on air.

“Over 150 hospital radio stations
across the UK are members of the
Hospital Broadcasting Association
and eligible to enter these awards,
so you can see what an achieve-
ment this is.”

Rugby Hospital Radio operates
as an independent charity, raising
its own funds. It broadcasts from a
studio within the St Cross building.
Patients can hear the radio for free
on their bedside media units.

Visit www.rugbyhospitalradio.
co.uk for more information.

DREAM DOORS*®

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

TRANSFORM YOUR KITCHEN

— without the cost of a full replacement

At Dream Doors Worcester, we specialise in clever kitchen renovations that deliver
stunning results for up to 50% less than a brand-new fitted kitchen. If your kitchen
layout works, why replace it? Our cost-effective, made-to-measure solutions give you a

completely refreshed kitchen with minimal disruption.

Why Renovate Instead of Replace?

* Save up to 50% compared to a full new fitted

kitchen

* Faster installation — often completed in just

a few days

* Less disruption & mess — no need to rip

everything out

* More sustainable — reuse existing cabinets
* Excellent return on investment for your

property

A kitchen renovation gives you the look of new,

without the unnecessary expense.

impact

usability of your kitchen.
Smarter Storage Solutions
¢ Pull-out larders

* Corner carousels

* Deep pan drawers

* Stylish sinks and contemporary taps
* Boiling water taps available
* Practical upgrades that make a big visual

A new worktop transforms both the look and

* Integrated recycling systems
Designed to maximise space, reduce clutter
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Replacement Kitchen Doors — Made to

Measure

* Made-to-measure doors for a perfect fit

* Many styles, colours and finishes

* Modern, classic and traditional designs
available

* Instantly update the look of your kitchen

Your kitchen can look brand new simply by

changing the doors.

New Worktops, Sinks & Taps

* Laminate, solid wood, quartz and stone
worktops

and make everyday life easier.

Modern Kitchen Appliances

* Energy-efficient ovens, hobs & dishwashers

« Integrated appliances for a seamless finish

* Improved performance and lower running
costs

Upgrade your kitchen to work smarter, not

harder.

A Smart Investment in Your Home

A renovated kitchen is one of the best ways to

add value to your property:

* Highly attractive to potential buyers

Design, supply and installation service

From design, supply and installation, we take care of everything for you

Visit your local
showroom

¢ Strong return on investment

* Modern look for significantly less cost
Perfect whether you’re selling or staying put.
Fully Fitted Kitchens Also Available
Looking for a complete redesign?

Fully fitted Kitchens are also available, with
expert design and professional installation from
start to finish.

Why Choose Dream Doors Worcester?

* Local, trusted showroom

* Made-to-measure quality

* Cost-effective solutions

* Minimal disruption

¢ Stunning results

Dream Doors Worcester — the smarter, faster
and more affordable way to transform your
kitchen.

Call now for a free estimate:

01905 726166

or drop in to your local showroom:

42 The Tything, Worcester, WR1 1JT

@ > @

Free no obli

Q> @

Free home survey &

design consultation quote

Fulli service Enjoy your
in as little as 2-3 days Dream Doors kitchen
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

ANEWpartnershipbetween
the home of Coventry City
and a charity aims to cre-
ate opportunities for local
young people.

Coventry Building Society
Arena is teaming up with Positive
Youth Foundation (PYF), which
offers programmes to young peo-
ple in Coventry and nearby.

The charity will become one of
the venue’s community partners,
and staff from the venue will help
upskill PYF staff and volunteers.

The venue will help the charity
with staff development and food
safety and will provide enrich-
ment chances for young people.

To launch the partnership, the
arena has donated furniture to
refresh the space at Hillfields
Young Peoples Centre.

Staff at the arena have also
raised more than £1,350 to sup-
port the kitchen at the centre.

The partnership will initially
focus on developing and train-
ing staff at PYF to operate the
kitchen by offering advice about
food safety, cleaning, and assist-
ing the charity with any essential
paperwork.

Coventry Building Society
Arena’s experts will also help the
charity design a new kitchen and
plan to deliver cooking lessons
for young people, supported by
PYF,

PYF is the venue’s third com-
munity partner, joining Coventry
Foodbank and Coventry &

‘Warwickshire Children’s Charity.

Mark O’Shea, catering and
experience director at Coventry
Building Society Arena, said: “We
are committed to supporting all
areas of our community and the
work that PYF do is vital to
support the positive futures of
hundreds of young people across
the city.

Expertise

“Our team has a huge amount
of expertise in food safety, cater-
ing and operational standards
and sharing that knowledge with
PYF staff and volunteers will help
strengthen the invaluable serv-
ices they provide.

“This is all about creating
opportunities and working with
PYF to make a lasting impact and

Members of the

Positive Youth
Foundation

= Youth Club. s

real difference for young people
in Coventry.”

Krishan Singh, director of the
Positive Youth Foundation, said:
“PYF is excited to partner with
Coventry Building Society Arena
to improve outcomes for local
young people.

“Already we have seen great
benefit in working together and
look forward to the next phases,
where we will increase the skills
of our staff, volunteers and young
people, in particular in impor-
tant areas such as food prepara-
tion and event management. We
would like to thank Mark and
the team for their commitment
towards our work with young
people from across the area.”

Visit www.positiveyouthfounda
tion.org for more information on
the PYF.

Council up for
awards treble

COVENTRY City Council (CCC) has been
shortlisted for three national awards
recognising the impact of technology in
helping people get virtual care at home.

The WM5G’s Adult Social Care (ASC)
Partnership, of which CCC is a partner,
is shortlisted for the innovation and data-
driven impact award at the International
Technology Enablement Care (ITEC)
Awards 2026.

The council is shortlisted for the Local
Government Chronicle awards, in the
public-private partnership’ category, and
the Municipal Journal award for inno-
vation in children’s and adults’ services.

Transformation

Councillor David Toulson, CCC deputy
cabinet member for adult services, said:
“Since November 2024, in Coventry, we
have witnessed an incredible transforma-
tion, with 280 people benefiting from
1,100 technology-enabled care devices.
Also, 38 individuals are using virtual
care to support them in remaining inde-
pendent and living in their own homes.

“We continue to be committed to use
technology-enabled care to support peo-
ple to live the lives they want, where they
want and in the ways they want. Our suc-
cess is testament to the hard work and
innovation of occupational therapists,
social workers and digital navigators in
Coventry. This is a significant milestone
and it’s a testament to the dedication and
innovation of our team.”

Coun Toulson said he was proud to
offer personalized digital assessments to
residents with adult care needs, which
help them identify technology for their
needs - including activity sensors, wear-
ables and smart homeware.

The ITEC awards are set to take place
on Monday. The other awards will be
held later this year.

The Aberystwyth Coastal Voyager

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

Saturday 6 June 2026
Enjoy a day trip to Aberystwyth.

This unusual and contrasting day excursion will take us
to the Cambrian Coast resort of Aberystwyth via the
Midlands and Shropshire. An added attraction will be
the change of motive power at Oxley, where our Class
37 will be augmented by a Class 97, a former Class 37
locomotive now fitted with ERTMS to enable the train
to run on the Cambrian Line west of Shrewsbury.

There is much to savour on this trip, as the spectacular
scenery of mid Wales unfolds through wide valleys and
steep passes along the way.

Join us from Rugby, Coventry or Birmingham
International to visit Aberystwyth.

CLASSIC LOCOMOTIVES  SCENIC JOURNEYS ¢ FASCINATING DESTINATIONS

et it
BRITISH

BESTTRAVELCOMPANY
RAIL HOLIDAYS

Refreshments available to purchase on board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability. Images are for illustration
purposes only - locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for further details. The Railway Touring Company - The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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Staff at Croxford Electrical say the training is going to help them individually while pushing the business forward. s

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

PLUGGED-in staff at a Rugby
electrical business are trans-
forming thanks to support
from a Warwickshire skills
development scheme.

Five of the 13 staff at Croxford
Electrical Contractors developed
their skills and training using fund-
ing from the Skills Escalator Fund
programme.

The employees, aged 22 to 72,
took on new skills covering electri-
cal inspection and testing, electric
vehicle (EV) charging, sales and
finance.

TheSkillsEscalator Fund, financed
by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund

and delivered by Warwickshire
County Council (WCC), supported
the five staff with a £3,750 grant.

‘WCC'’s apprenticeship levy trans-
fer also handed the Hillmorton
Road business §21,492, to help
it recruit an apprentice who will
undertake an electrical installation
apprenticeship.

Croxford Electrical opera-
tions manager Lorna Stanley said
the support, accessed through
‘Warwickshire skills hub and the
Coventry and Warwickshire growth
hub, has been of immense value to
the busines.

She said: “We only have 13 peo-
ple working here, so for six of us to
benefit is brilliant.

“Employees have benefited in
such different ways. One member

of staff in finance has been with
us for quite a long time and this
has given her a great push to get
back into learning. She has done
one module, thanks to the funding,
and will now do two morec, so will
get the qualification she started out
towards 12 years ago.

Tytytyt

“Another member of staff, who is
72, had some EV charger training.
He really engaged with it which just
shows you are never too old to learn
new skills.

“The younger lads did the electri-
cal training and the great benefit
there, is in retention. For a small
business like us to be able to tell
them they will get this training

meant they didn’t have to look
elsewhere, so we have been able to
keep them.

“I knew we had a skills gap with
sales and marketing so I have done
some training there as I come from a
HR [human resources] background,
so this is the first time I have had
broader responsibilities.

“Such a broad mix of training is
really going to help us individually
but also help push the business for-
ward. We are very grateful and the
process was very straightforward.
I have done lots of these kinds of
things in the past and they can
be quite time-consuming, but this
was very clear and easy, with good
advice available.”

The apprentice is also making a
big contribution.

The Observer, Friday March 13, 2026

“He is a young man we knew
about and who we felt was ready for
full-time work but just needed some
more direction,” said Lorna.He is
doing really well, enjoying college
and we are very happy with him.”

WCC economy spokesperson,
councillor Rob Howard, said: “I'm
delighted to see the Skills Escalator
Fund and levy transfer programme
supporting Croxford Electrical by
enabling training and development
opportunities.

“That this training will enable the
business to retain talent so they can
grow together is the perfect exam-
ple of the value of the Warwickshire
skills hub’s varied support offer-
ing.”

Visit  https://skillshub.warwick
shire.gov.uk for more information.

V'V wilkes

Plan for the future

with confidence.

Protecting your loved ones,

your legacy and your peace of mind. v :
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by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

ACCIDENTAL poisoning
is fast becoming a hidden
home-safety crisis, The Royal
Society for the Prevention
of Accidents (RoSPA) has
warned.

New figures show 5,770 people
died from accidental poisoning in
2024, marking a 63 per cent rise
over 10 years.

The data reveal older adults are
bearing the brunt. Some 2,371 lives
were lost among people aged 65
and over, making them more than
twice as likely to die from acci-
dental poisoning as the general
population.

RoSPA has published new guid-
ance highlighting how people living

Image by Jan, from Pi abay s

with dementia are among those at
particular risk.

The surge of cases saw English
hospitals record 17,252 poisoning-
related admissions last year — almost
5,000 of them involving older adults
who were 55 per cent more likely to
require urgent care.

RoSPA’s guidelines help house-
holds protect vulnerable loved ones
and include simple steps to help
prevent dangerous chemicals being
mistaken for everyday items.

Many domestic products can be
opened and swallowed in moments,
especially when confusion, memory
loss or impaired visual recognition
makes hazardous substances look
harmless.

Rebecca Guy, senior policy man-
ager at RoSPA, said: “Families
with vulnerable relatives can often
deal with genuinely frightening
moments.

“Turning away for just a few sec-
onds, and realising someone has
swallowed a cleaning product is
sadly a reality that some of the pub-
lic have experienced.

“These aren’t freak accidents.
They are predictable, preventable
events and our new guidance is
designed to help people act fast to
make their homes safer.”

Tips

To reduce the risk of accidental
poisoning, RoSPA suggests locking
away cleaning and laundry products
in high cupboards or secured stor-
age and keeping medicines tightly
controlled — use organisers, track
doses and store them out of sight.

Other tips include ensuring harm-
ful products stay in their original
containers and removing ‘confu-
sion triggers’, for example, keep

oisoning cases
on the rise

lookalike bottles — such as bright
drinks and cleaning fluids — apart
and supervise more closely when
unfamiliar items, visitors or new
products are around.

People can conduct weekly ‘haz-
ard sweeps’ of kitchens, bathrooms
and utility areas.

Paul Edwards, chief nursing offic-
er at Dementia UK, said: “Laundry
and cleaning products are often
easily accessible in our homes,
and many have brightly coloured
packaging which can cause confu-
sion for people with dementia, who
may mistake them for other, edible
items.

“One of the challenges of sup-
porting someone with dementia is
balancing the risk between an indi-
viduals’ autonomy and their safety.

“It is impossible to eliminate risk
completely but these guidelines
offer simple steps people can take
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to reduce the chance of accidents
happening and provide a helpful
checklist for both professional care
environments and in the home.”

Alzheimer’s Society senior knowl-
edge officer Simon Wheeler said:
“Staying safe is important for peo-
ple with dementia who want to
keep living at home for as long as
possible, as well as for those who
support them.

“As a person’s dementia progress-
es, they might have trouble telling
the difference between something
that’s safe to eat and something
that isn’t.

“If you want to reduce the risk of
accidents, make sure that you store
your cleaning products, like laundry
detergents, safely in a cupboard
and out of sight. Don’t leave them
out on a worktop or near any food
or drinks, especially if they might
be mistaken for sweets or drinks.”

We are located
Inside Fitness First
Ulleries Road, Solihull, B92 8DS

Parking is free, please ensure you enter your car

registration at the gym reception

= ClINIC =

SYNERGY
BODY & SPINE

Opening Hours

Monday 8am - 8pm

Tuesday Closed

Wednesday 11am - 8pm
Thursday Closed

Friday 8am - 8pm

Saturday By appointment only

What can we help
with?

* Back pain

* Neck Pain

* Sciatica

* Headaches (related to the

neck)
* Migraine prevention
* Shoulder complaints
including rotator cuff

¢ Joint pains

* General aches and pains

-

Discover gentle and effective Chiropractic

Care

Welcome to Synergy Body & Spine Clinic, a new
chiropractic clinic serving Solihull and Birmingham. We
are dedicated to providing gentle and effective

Chiropractic Care and massage therapy for clients with
neurological and musculoskeletal issues. Discover how
we can help you achieve better spinal health and

overall well-being.

| M i

0121 517 2199 | www.sbs-clinic.com | Info@sbs-clinic.com
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COLLEGE’S |

AT OPEN EVENT >/

SCHOOL LEAVER
COURSES

Stratford-upon-Avon College
will be welcoming Vvisitors
to its next open event on
Wednesday 18th March,
5:00-7:30pm.

School leaver courses will be
of interest to those seeking a
practical route towards either
university or the workplace.
Level 3 courses - which can be
worth up to the equivalent of
3 A-Levels - allow students to
progress to university directly
on completion. Courses also
provide students with the
necessary skills, knowledge and
practical experience to head
directly into the world of work.

The event will give local people
the opportunity to explore the
College’s newly redeveloped
campus. Visitors can experience
the College’s brand-new TV
& Radio Studios where Digital
Media Production students will

be demonstrating use of the
industry-standard  equipment,
explore the refurbished theatre
spaces, discover the new library,
gym, construction workshops
and more. The College’s freshly
landscaped ‘green heart’ will
also be on display.

College Principal, Dr Rebecca
Gater, comments: “This is an
exciting time to be joining
Stratford-upon-Avon College
with our £13 million investment
project now complete. It's
always a pleasure to welcome
prospective students to our
open events and we look forward
to showing visitors our brand-
new state-of-the-art facilities!”

Open Event
Wednesday 18th March
5:00-7:30pm
Pre-register now!

Ol Ve
OPEN EVENT:
Wednesday 18th March
5:00-7:30pm

Acting
Art & Design
Apprenticeships
Backstage Production
Arts

Business

Cabin Crew
Computing & Digital
Technologies
Construction

Dance

Digital Media
Production

Early Years & Education
Electrical Installation
Fashion

Foundation Learning
Graphic Design

Health & Social Care

DISCOVER STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

Make Up for Stage &
Screen

Motor Vehicle
Musical Theatre
Music Performance &
Production
Performing &
Production Arts
Photography
Plumbing
Psychology,
Criminology &
Sociology

Sport

Travel & Tourism
Uniformed Protective
Services

Stratford-upon-Avon
College
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by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@
bullivantmedia.com

‘HOPE boxes’ are being
introduced at hospitals in
Warwickshire to support
mothers separated from
their babies at birth due to
safeguarding issues.

Warwickshire county and
Coventry city councilshavesecured
funding from NHS Coventry and
‘Warwickshire Integrated Care
Board to introduce the boxes
at University Hospital Coventry
and Warwickshire (UHCW) and
at Warwick Hospital.

An initial, one-year rollout will
aim to improve the experience

Hold on Pain Eases
(HOPE Boxes)

Launch Event [ 1

Tuesdg

ebruary

of mothers and babies during an
emotionally challenging and often
traumatic time.

HOPE stands for ‘hold on, pain
eases’. Each box is offered as a
compassionate gift to mothers
whose babies cannot remain in
their care while court proceed-
ings determine long-term parent-
ing arrangements.

Items in the box may include
photographs, a blanket, a comfort
toy and a baby record and com-
munication book. Those items
help mothers preserve memo-
ries, strengthen their sense of
maternal identity and maintain an
important emotional bond with
their baby, following separation.

The contents of a box can be
used during time spent together

on the maternity ward before
separation takes place, as well
as during supervised family-time
sessions.

The initiative is being deliv-
ered locally as part of the Giving
HOPE Project, a national non-
profit organisation.

Created

The boxes were created by
mothers for mothers, with input
from women who have lived
through similar experiences.

Staff from children’s services
in Coventry and Warwickshire,
UHCW and Warwick Hospital
have completed specialist train-
ing delivered by the Giving HOPE
Project. The training helps profes-

sionals understand the purpose of
each item in the boxes and how
to introduce them sensitively and
meaningfully to mothers.

‘Warwickshire County Council
leader, councillor George Finch,
said: “When it is not possible for
a baby to remain with their moth-
er or family, it is essential separa-
tion is handled with compassion,
dignity and humanity.

“The HOPE Box initiative
acknowledges the lasting impact
of this experience and ensures
mothers are supported with care,
understanding and connection at
an incredibly difficult time.

“These boxes serve as a remind-
er their role as a mother contin-
ues, even in separation and that
they are not alone.”

PAGE 19

Forum to shape
SEND services

YOUNG people with special educational
needs and disability (SEND), and their
families, in Warwickshire, are being
invited to join a forum to share their
experiences.

IMPACT gives young people with
SEND a space to share views, influence
decisions and help shape more acces-
sible and supportive services.

Taking place on Monday, from 7pm
until 8pm and via Microsoft Teams, the
informal session will offer attendees the
chance to discover what IMPACT does,
how it represents people aged 13 to 25
and the many ways young people can
get involved in shaping SEND services
across the county.

The event will be led by Warwickshire’s
voice, influence and change team, along-
side young people who are already part
of IMPACT

They w1ll share their experiences,
explain how the forum works and be
available to answer questions from fam-
ilies and other young people interested
in joining.

Wawrickshire County Council educa-
tion spokesperson councillor Wayne
Briggs said: “Ensuring that young peo-
ple with SEND have meaningful oppor-
tunities to share their experiences and
shape the support they receive is incred-
ibly important. IMPACT provides a pow-
erful platform for young people to have
their voices heard and to influence real
change across Warwickshire. I would
encourage any young person or family
wanting to learn more, to join this event
and see how they can get involved.”

To reserve a free place, attendees are
asked to complete a short online book-
ing form. Once registered, a confirma-
tion email will be sent with a Teams link
to join the session.

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/send
getinvolved for more details.

7/te New

WESTON—SUPER—MARE

MID WEEK SPRING SPECIALS

Allinclude four nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment & optional coach travel

Monday 9th March - Friday 13th March
Monday 23rd March - Friday 27th March

Was £269 NOW £225pp
Was £279 NOW £236pp

WEEKEND BREAKS WITH FREE BAR

All include three nights accommodation with ‘All You Can Eat’
full English breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly
entertainment, FREE BAR 6pm-10pm & optional coach travel

Friday 13th March - Monday 16th March

Friday 20th March - Monday 23rd March
Friday 27th March - Monday 30th March

Amazing
Offers

Up To

Was £265 NOW £219pp
Was £269 NOW £222pp
Was £269 NOW £230pp

Monday 6th April - Monday 10th April
Monday 20th April - Friday 24th April
Monday 27th April - Friday 1st May
Monday 4th May - Friday 8th May
Monday 11th May - Friday 15th May

Was £295 NOW £247pp
Was £299 NOW £251pp
Was £299 NOW £251pp
Was £309 NOW £258pp
Was £319 NOW £262pp

Friday 3rd April - Monday 6th April (Easter)
Friday 10th April - Monday 13th April
Friday 17th April - Monday 20th April
Friday 1st May - Monday 4th May

Friday 8th May - Monday 11th May

Was £315 NOW £269pp
Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £279 NOW £240pp
Was £295 NOW £259pp
Was £295 NOW £251pp

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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Playing host to some top class art

WORKS by Dutch and Flemish
Old Masters, pioneering women
artists, and contemporary cre-
atives all featuring in a wide-
ranging exhibition programme at
Compton Verney this year.

From rarely seen drawings by
Bruegel and Rembrandt, to the vision-
ary textile works of Elizabeth Allen
and a major new exhibition on Enid
Marx, the 2026 season at the country
house art gallery near Wellesbourne
offers audiences a journey through
both familiar, and overlooked, stories
in art.

Visit www.comptonverney.org.uk
for full details.

Modern Masterpieces: Paintings
from the Barber Institute of Fine Arts
(until September 6) - features six
paintings by towering figures of mod-
ern art, including Vincent van Gogh,
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Edouard
Vuillard and Pierre Bonnard, with
subjects that range from the domestic
activities of a family eating dinner
together, to the tangible, back-aching
toil of digging heavy soil.

Bruegel to Rembrandt: Drawing
Life, Sketching Wonder (March 14
to June 28) - an exhibition of Dutch
and Flemish masterpiece drawings
from the collection of Royal Museums
of Fine Arts of Belgium — most of
which have never been seen in the
UK before.

The exhibition consists of draw-
ings from across the 16th and 17th
centuries by 50 artists including
world-renowned masters such as
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn,
Jacob Jordaens , Hendrick Avercamp,
Jacob van Ruisdael and Peter Paul

Rubens.

The drawings will be complement-
ed by important loans of paintings,
prints and drawings from other UK
collections including the National
Gallery, the Royal Collection Trust, the
Ashmolean, Dulwich Picture Gallery
and Sir John Soane’s Museum.

Troublemakers and Prophets:
Elizabeth Allen and other visionary
artists (March 28 to August 30) -
the first contemporary exhibition of
work by the late textile artist. The
show marks the 60th anniversary of
her debut exhibition at the age of 82,
at the Crane Kalman Gallery.

Following eviction from her cot-

tage, Allen, who was also known
as Queen, spent her later life living
in poverty in a hut located near
Biggin Hill, Kent, largely isolated
from the rest of the world. Queen’s
work responds to stories she heard
on the radio, as well as the Bible
and Apocryphal books, from which
she derived divine calculations and
images.

This exhibition puts 12 of Queen’s
works in conversation with over 15
other modern and contemporary art-
ists, including the first showing of
a new film commission by Grace
Ndiritu, and works by artists such as
Helen Chadwick, Penny Slinger and
Suzanne Treister stitching-together

British
American
artist Nancy
explores the
deep emo-
tional and
environmental
significance of
trees in exhibi-
tion The Lost
Trees. Picture
by Brynley
Davies

diverse themes and subjects.

Enid Marx (July 18 to January 3,
2027) - this major exhibition will be
the first ever to highlight the impor-
tance of Marx as a textile designer
and showcase the influence of her
community on the development of
modern British design in the 20th
century.

Marx is arguably best known
as the designer of woven London
Underground (Tube) seat moquette
fabric and as an illustrator of chil-
dren’s books. However, she was also
an extensive producer of hand block-
printed textiles and later designs for
fabrics woven for the public.

From a sample of lace taken from
her mother’s wedding dress, a block-
printed pattern and dress made for
Lambert, to plush Tube seat uphol-
stery, the exhibition will be the first
to present Marx’s life as a cultural
history of the period through her
fabrics.

Raqib Shaw (September 19 to
February 2027) - Shaw’s paintings
are defined by an innovative and dis-
tinctive technique of drawing enamel
with porcupine quills, through which
he constructs intricately layered com-
positions that move between medita-
tive calm and dynamic intensity. The
exhibition will include many works
which have not been exhibited in this
country before.

Nancy Cadogan: The Lost Trees
(October 2 to November 22) - The
British American artist explores the
deep emotional and environmental
significance of trees as living land-
marks in our lives. From iconic oaks
and pears to unnamed local trees,
each painting serves as a memorial
to those lost, and a celebration of the
role trees play in shaping memory,
identity, and place.

Yulia Mahr: Residuals (Autumn
2026) - An installation tied inextri-
cably to Compton Verney, and spe-
cifically the former cemetery which
once served as a burial ground. This
new work, part of Mahr’s ongoing
creative partnership with Compton
Verney, responds to the site and the
unseen within the landscape bringing
the past into the present. The piece is
made up of a quiet assembly of life-
sized and anonymous figures.
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just(go!holidays

Royal International
Air Tattoo, Fairford
Departing Fri 17 Jul ‘26

Trustpilot

By Coach from Coventry, Rugby

André Rieu - Live in
his Home Town of Maastricht
Departing Sat 18 Jul ‘26

Wonderful Whitby & the
North Yorkshire Moors Railway
Departing Mon 1 Jun ‘26

Join us for the world’s greatest air show, the

Royal International Air Tattoo at RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire!
Marvel at the special flypasts and spectacular performances by the
world’s leading aerobatic teams and enjoy the static displays too.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ 2nights at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Admission to the Royal International Air Tattoo on Saturday, with
coach transfer

3 Days by Coach only £299

Single Supplement £90

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

Armed with his 60-piece Johann Strauss Orchestra, the King of Waltz is

returning to Maastricht in summer 2025 for his legendary hometown

concert! Come and discover what makes the violin maestro’s concerts

so magical, live in the picturesque Vrijthof Square.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ 3 nights at a selected hotel in Belgium/Germany/the Netherlands (JG3 or
JG4 rating) with breakfast

¢/ Ticket to André Rieu concert at Vrijthof Square, Maastricht (category 4)

¢/ Free time in Maastricht

¢/ Excursion to Amsterdam/Brussels/Cologne (depending on your
hotel location)

4 Days by Coach only £599

Single Supplement £175

Tase pad
Holidays &
persn, ba
prices may
date, hotel,air

n justgohols

Stay at the elegant Royal Hotel in Whitby and explore Yorkshire’s coast
and countryside. Enjoy a nostalgic railway journey, visits to Pickering,
Goathland and Scarborough, plus an optional trip to York - a perfect mix
of comfort, charm and discovery.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby

v 4 nights at the Royal Hotel, Whitby (JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast
v/ Entertainment some evenings

¢ Heritage train journey on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway

v/ Free time in Goathland & Pickering

¢ Excursion to Scarborough

Optional excursion to York (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £529

Single Supplement £190

nditicns. Ccach bok
Airh
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Growth worries for businesses
with new Middle East conflict

BUSINESSES in Coventry
and Warwickshire are brac-
ing themselves for rising
costs and slower growth due
to the conflict in the Middle
East.

The latest British Chambers of
Commerce (BCC) economic fore-
cast suggests subdued growth in
2026, higher inflation due to the
Middle East crisis, and rising unem-
ployment as the labour market sof-
tens.

It also forecasts that interest rates
will remain the same rather than
falling, as previously forecast.

The BCC forecast is the first
economic assessment by a busi-
ness organisation since last week’s
Spring Statement and renewed con-
flict in the Middle East.

‘While the current geopolitical
situation remains highly uncertain,
and could change the economic out-
look considerably, the key points in
the forecast are that GDP in 2026
has been revised down to 1 per cent
(from 1.2 per cent in the previous
forecast), with growth forecast of
1.3 per cent in 2027, and 1.1 per
cent in 2028.

Global uncertainty is expected
to push UK inflation higher than
expected, reaching 2.7 per cent,
before easing to 1.9 per cent in
2027.

Unemployment is expected to
increase to 5.5 per cent in 2026

(up from 5.1 per cent in the previ-
ous forecast), and stay at that rate
through 2027, due to persistent
high labour costs and hiring uncer-
tainty.

The interest rate is expected to
remain at 3.75 per cent this year,
before cuts to 3.25 per cent by the
end of 2027.

Exports are projected to grow
by just 0.7 per cent in 2026 (down
from 1.8 per cent in the last fore-
cast), as global uncertainty hits UK
trade.

Corin Crane, chief executive
of Coventry and Warwickshire
Chamber of Commerce, said: “This
is something of a downbeat real-
ity check — with higher inflation
and unemployment forecast, slower
growth and a fall in exports and
investments.

“It shows how quickly things can
shift in the space of a week dur-
ing such global uncertainty. The
Chancellor presented a Spring
Statement based on stability and,
over the weekend, we've seen oil
prices surging due to the conflict in
the Middle East.

“Now, more than ever, businesses
need to make sure they are work-
ing with organisations such as the
Chamber to help them navigate
through such unpredictable times.”

The Chamber’s latest Quarterly
Economic Survey (QES) has just
closed but its results will reveal
how firms in the region were feel-

The latest British Chambers of
Commerce economic forecast sug-
gests subdued growth in 2026,
higher inflation due to the Middle
East crisis.

ing at the start of 2026. The QES
is sponsored by Prime Accountants
Group and director Steve Harcourt
said the conflict would impact the
regional economy.

He said: “The latest economic
forecasts for 2026-27 are not
great reading. In the budget last
November the growth forecast for
the UK was very low, which cer-
tainly gave cause for concern at
the time.

“Therefore, any change in cir-
cumstance globally or for the local
economy could lead to the position
we now find ourselves in with the
conflict in Iran leading to down-
graded growth projection, leaving
the economy in 2026 relatively
stagnant.

“It now looks as though cost
pressure from the rising price of
fuel and energy will affect all busi-
nesses, leading to decisions to be

made on price increases, wages
growth and investment plans.
“From what we are hearing, the
government is constantly reviewing
the situation in the Middle East and
may need to step in with financial
assistance if fuel and energy costs
continue to rise due to supply side
economics, so businesses may have
to watch this space, with global
events having more and more of an
impact on business in the region.”

CELEBRATING

YEARS

Direct

Carpets | Vinyls | Laminates | Wood

loor

Home service

Shop at home for your
new carpet and
flooring and receive up

to 30% off shop

prices. We are COVID

SAFE with 1,000’s to

choose from with our
mobile showroom!

¢ Mobile showroom to your home

« 1000’s Samples to your door

¢ Fully qualified insured fitters

o Family run business since 1999

o Furniture moved & carpets uplifted
for OAP’S & disabled free of charge

Find us on

facebook

Call 7 days a week 8am-9pm

01527-894777

www.direct-floors.co.uk
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‘\' MIDLAND
Hand Clinic

IS YOUR HAND PAIN
KEEPING YOU AWAKE?

That persistent numbness in your thumb and fingers isn't
something you have to live with.

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome occurs when the median nerve is
compressed at the wrist. If left untreated, what starts as @
mild tingle can lead to permanent weakness and a loss of

Book your
specialist
consultation

today

Or visit: https://bit.ly/MHCguide
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could save a life

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

RAIL passengers are being urged
to say hello and make small talk
with fellow travellers - as fig-
ures reveal the number of life-
saving interactions across the
West Midlands has risen.

In 2024/25 115 lifesaving interac-
tions were recorded by Samaritans, a
significant increase on the 88 recorded
four years earlier.

The number comes as new data
reveals 52 per cent of Brits think small
talk is a thing of the past, despite more
than half of people saying they would
appreciate the kind words of a stranger
if they were visibly upset.

The data has been released as
Samaritans, Network Rail and the
British Transport Police, re-launched
their partnership campaign Small Talk
Saves Lives by unveiling Ticket to
Talk, at London Waterloo station. The
dramatic display of 2,284 tickets rep-
resented the small, everyday phrases
used around the rail network in the last
year to save a life.

The Small Talk Saves Lives cam-
paign, which Samaritans has run in
partnership with Network Rail and the
British Transport Police since 2017,
encourages the public to make small
talk with someone they think could be
in distress, as words could be a life-
saving kit.

Dave Brown, Samaritans’ head of
rail, said: “We know people are often
worried about saying the wrong thing
to someone who is visibly upset but it’s
always better to say something than
nothing at all.

“A brief chat, about the weather or
asking someone where they can grab
a coffee, can be all it takes to interrupt
those negative thoughts.

“Your words are a life-saving kit.”

A survey commissioned by Samaritans
found more than three-quarters of Brits
admitted to having avoided small talk
in the past, despite 59 per cent of
respondents stating they would appre-
ciate kind words from a stranger if they
were visibly upset.

Two-thirds of them said they would
be more inclined to make small talk
with a stranger if they knew it made a
positive impact.

Louise McNally, Network Rail’s prin-
cipal suicide and trespass prevention
specialist, said: “Ticket to Talk shines
a light on the power of everyday con-
versation and its ability to make a huge
impact on a stranger.

“Millions of people pass through the
rail network each day and every single
one of them could ask a simple ques-
tion or say a friendly comment that
could make all the difference.

“By encouraging colleagues and pas-
sengers to pause and start a conver-

West Midlands rail
passengers ari
eing urged to maki
small talk and help
save lives. §

Win twoiPremier Dining
seats on a 2026 UK diesel

The winner will choose one of the following diesel day trips:
The Atlantic Voyager - Saturday 2 May - Visit seaside Newquay
The Aberystwyth Coastal Voyager - Saturday 6 June - Enjoy a

To enter, please email gareth.beddows@bullivantmedia.com with the word RAILWAY

Terms and conditions: Only one entry per household. Data protection: The names and contact details collected are specifically for this competition. All entries will be passed on to The Railway Touring Company:
The Railway Touring Company’s standard conditions of booking and travel apply — see website for further details
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units

Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries Q

Soffits, fascias and guttering
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: O121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

A CHILDREN'’S charity says
it has been contacted an
average 25 times per day
by people concerned about
a parent or carer’s drug or
alcohol use.

The NSPCC revealed that,
between April 2024 and last March,
9,192 calls were made to the hel-
pline in the UK.

It added, in the same period last
year, 73,250 children in England
subject to a child in need assess-
ment were identified as having a
parent who misused alcohol.

That included 7,330 children in
the West Midlands.

The National Association for

Children of Alcoholics (Nacoa),
says one in five children is affected
by a parent’s drinking.

The NSPCC released its Helpline
data to support Nacoa UK’s chil-
dren of alcoholics week, last week.
Nacoa wants children affected by a
parent or carer’s substance misuse
to know there is help available.

Support is also available for par-
ents concerned about the impact of
their own or another adult’s sub-
stance misuse on a child.

Ashley, 15, opened up to her
NSPCC practitioner about her
mum’s drinking and the impact it
had on her and her family.

She said: “My mum used to drink
every day, as far back as I can
remember. Her drinking meant that
I had to be the mum to my siblings
and I didn’t really have a life. I was
responsible for making sure my sib-

lings all got fed, were dressed and
bathed and in school. I cooked and
cleaned around the house too.

“I didn’t feel like I was a child, I
felt like I was growing up too quick-
ly. I didn’t speak to anyone about
what was going on at home because
I didn’t realise it was wrong. That
was just my life and I thought it was
normal.”

Tytytyt

Among the adults who have con-
tacted the NSPCC Helpline, one
neighbour said: “I'm calling as I'm
worried about three young children
in our building.

“Both of the parents are heavy
drinkers; they seem to be drunk
all the time, even during the day:
one time I witnessed the mother
completely out of it, lying in the

front garden, whilst her kids were
wandering around the street in their
underwear.

“I'm really worried about the envi-
ronment these kids are living in.”

Parental substance misuse can
have a devastating impact on chil-
dren at different stages in their
development.

During pregnancy, drinking and
drug use can put babies at risk
of birth defects, premature birth,
being born underweight and of suf-
fering withdrawal symptoms.

In later years, children are at risk
of behavioural or emotional prob-
lems; poor attendance at school
or low grades; physical and emo-
tional abuse or neglect; and being
exposed to criminal activity.

Kam Thandi, NSPCC Helpline
director, said: “Most parents and
carers who drink alcohol do so in
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Help is at hand
“.-for children
.. 'affected who
are concerned
about'a parent
or carer’s drug
oralcohol use.

s

es

moderation, which doesn’t present
an increased risk of harm to their
children.

“However, when they take it in
large quantities over a long period
of time, it can lead to abuse and
neglect, with serious consequences
for their children’s future.

“We want children to know they
are not alone and there is help
and support available to them. Our
Childline service is here to listen to
any child and our NSPCC Helpline
is there to provide advice and sup-
port to adults who are concerned
about parental substance misuse.”

Childline is on hand 24 hours a
day and is free and confidential.
The number is 0800 11 11.

Nacoa UK is available for every-
one affected by a parent’s drinking,
on 0800 358 3456, or at helpline@
nacoa.org.uk.

WHAT’S ON AT

LIVE MUSIC:

19" MARCH: TINA TURNER EXPERIENCE

20™ MARCH: FLEETWOOD UNCHAINED

2" APRIL:

BARNT GREEN CHORA

9™ APRIL: K-POP SUPERSTARS

10™ APRIL: THE RADIOHEAD PROJECT

11™ APRIL: THE ANNIE LENNOX & EURYTHMICS SHOW
12™ APRIL: SHANIA TWAIN - BY SHANIA LIVE

17" APRIL: ONE NIGHT OF ADELE - NAOMI JOHNSON

2% MAY: GIVE ME THE NIGHT (GEORGE BENSON TRIBUTE)
3" MAY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIBUTE

4™ MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON SINGS CAROLE KING

8™ MAY: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS

: OASISH
14™ MAY: ELTON’S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD

5"' MAY: THIS IS MERSEYBEAT

16™ MAY: CLASSIC

ROCK REVIVAL
17" MAY: CELEBRATING CELINE -
22" MAY: FRANKIE - THE CONCERT (FT THE FALSETTOS
29™ MAY: RHINESTONE COWBOY: THE GLEN CAMBELL

A NEW DAY

30" MAY: BURN DEEP PURPLE TRIBUTE

5% JUNE: THE CARPENTERS EXPERIENCE

6™ JUNE: EVERLY BROTHERS BY CANDLELIGHT
19™ JUNE: BEEGEES YOU SHOULD BE DANCING
26™ JUNE: I'M EVERY WHITNEY

4™ JULY: SOUND & VISION (TRIBTE TO BOWIE)

10™ JULY: BLONDISH (TH
ll'"JULY G2 DEFINITIVE G

E MUSICSOF BLONDE)

61 AUGUST: 50 YEARS OF FENDER

MICHA'\EL JACKSON EXPERI ENCE

‘ ARTRIX IS

gTORY Gt Snaan

ARTRIX [ 73

215" MARCH: FEARLESSLY TAYLOR (TAYLOR SWIFT TRIBUTE)
28TH MARCH: THE ARMED MAN -
SMOOTH CRIMINAL -

4"" APRIL: ELECTRIK LIVE ORCHEST

VOLUNTEERS

ELTON'S SONG: EXIT
BEYOND THE

"YELLOW BRICK

. 14TH MAY 2026
-DOORS 19:00 | STARTS 19;

29 AUGUST 2026

FOR THE e
PEOPLE OF gl
BROMSGROVE

ARTRIX |

rtrixbromsarove.co.uk/thekillerskollective

GREAT NEWS!

AT THE END OF
APRIL, ARTRIX

4™ SEPTEMBER: LUKE COMBS EXPERIENCE IS UNDERGOING
EVENT CINEMA: R L IE
15T MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED
0T APRILY NATIONAL THEATRE LIVEs ALLMY SONS
2177 APRIL: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE S~

5™ MAY: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEGIN
28" MAY: NT LIVE: LIVE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
25™ JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

12-14™ MARCH: THE GREAT BRITISH BAKEOFF THE MUSICAL
22" MARCH: DISNEY NEWSIES JR.
2\P APRIL: KRAPP’S LAST TAPE

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 //| ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MON: (6-8PM), WED: 10AM-12PM, SAT: 10AM-12PM

ARTRIX

19*" MARCH 2026
A TRIBUTE TO |
TINA TURNER

:'#\'1 NDAY 25TH*OCTOBER
 gui " AR
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3 ACROSS DOWN
box contains every digit from 1 to 9.
. . 1. Aura (10) 1. Loft (5)
EASY .... 7. Engine (5) 2. Crack shot (8)
9 3|8 6 BB EEREBR 8. Unfold (7) 3. Abrupt (6)
6|8 2| | [ PLL L[ ][] ] [ Aesidne® g oung
12 11. Just (4) . .
AREBRE BN 5 Tsng 1
13. Tumult (6) 6, Spatiess 10}
. Spotless
5 3 117 15. Vaporise (6)
9. Doubt (10)
1 4 218 S 17. Supporter (4)
18. Effiav of Christ on th 12. Follower (8)
714 o1 . Effigy of Christ on the
cross (8) 14. Ease (7)
8 6 9 7 21. Ingredient ) 16. Fault-finder (6)
3|2 5 4|8 22. Guide (5) 19. Silliness (5)
4 3 5 23. Excessively fussy (10)  20. Thin (4)
e
HARD oeriod
2 6|1
8|6 5143
8
Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with ~ Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
7 6 9 8 a new word, changing one letter at a time. letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.
1 ) 45678  gives a flower;
TAIL 4371237  gives another flower;
1 Lofty 82571489 gives a plant.
9 7 4 6 5 Cash register ! ¢ 3 i P B 7 8 °
413 9 Factory
Centle CODEWORD
PATH FI N DER Brai This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
rain ith th ber al ting th letter. F le, if 8t t
Beginning wit the top ighlighted ettt ollow a continuous path o P 0T N W7 g AT B SR ROt
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each WIND words, complete the puzzle.

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Crisp flavours

[CIESNTQBADYLTESE
HEEIBBEERSAEEHC
DNAMDFELEARDNGY
ONBANPRKSNBTAEL
OIMTKCACTONNODK
NLAAIOWIPNOIPIC
MALFLCNCRESWILL
EGWOCEPRUAEEETI
IRRRUAAPOMV IHCH
LGACESRRSANDCRE
LENISTEINOCYKSP
EDDVOINKARABOMP
TSNANSODNOAKEPE
EMATLABEATSCNKC
AKRMITEEFCHIBLA

Solutions opposite

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

one 9-letter word to be found.

K
H

)

E
C

How you rate
10 words: average
15 words: good

T

5%

20 words: very good

25 or more: excellent.
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWOR SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1. London underground station, on the Northern Line
between Tufnell Park and Highgate (7)
4. Monkey of the genus Papio, such as the
hamadryas (6)
7. Sumame of the thriller-writer famous for The Big
Sleep, The Long Goodbye, etc. (8)
8. Asunken fence bounding a park or garden (2-2)
9. Russian news agency (4)
11. Any series or group of three related literary
works (7)
12.  The longest river in Africa (4)
14 & 19 Dn. Dramatist and poet whose works include The
Alchemist, and Every Man In His Humour (3,6)
15&3Dn. Kingdom whose capital is Riyadh (5,6)
16.  Code in which each letter is represented by a
combination of dashes and dots (5)
19. See 21 Across
21&19.  Famous novel by Joseph Conrad (4,3)
22.  Hamy -, American escapologist and conjuror (7)
23. Very deep loch in the Highland region, south-west of
Inverness (4)
25.  Musical instrument of the woodwind family (4)
26. A flammable, waxy solid consisting of saturated
hydrocarbons (8)
27. Surname of the natural philosopher who formulated
the laws of motion and law of gravitation (6)
28. Region of low atmospheric pressure surrounded by
rotating winds (7)

DOWN

1&18.  Historical novel, by Hervey Allen, 6.

largely set in the Napoleonic era (7,7)

2. Goddess regarded as presiding over
witchcraft and magical rites (6)

3. See 15Across

4. City of nothern Italy at the foot of the 17.
Apennines on the Reno and Savena (7)

5. See 21 Down 18.

It's time

Fridtjof ---, Norwegian explorer,
scientist, and statesman (6)

Animal with abnormally white skin
and hair, and eyes with pink pupils (6)
The feast of first fruits, on or near

1st August (6)

Ornamental pouch worn in front of a
kilt by Highlanders (7)

See 1 Down

fo

Like, Follow &

Subscribe
Don’t be LEFT BEHIND......

19. See 14 Across
20. River of the Republic of Ireland, rising
in the Wicklow Mountains (6)
21 &5.
Oliver! (6,4)
24.  Pointed rod thrust into meat for

Composer and lyric-writer of

roasting over a fire (4)

O
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e Spring at Avoncroft Museum A oncroft
eaift P March & April 2026 Museum

j o
Wi Pre Book Mothers Day weekend
to include a Cream Tea & admission to *Kids Go Free *
.02y Avoncroft Museum Golden Egg Hunt & Easter Trail

e O‘ii\\ 14 & 15 March 28 & 29 March 1to6 8to12 April %%
[=;:

\\0\'\) 27 b

discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 4]JR

Living History Festival ~ Avoncroft =,
Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 April 2026 e

It's Time....to Time Travel!

Experience the best in Living History from the Bronze Age to the Cold War
*Market Stalls *Hands on Activities *Living History Displays *Food & Drink

Book your early bird discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk

¢ Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worceslershire, B60 4JR
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
-=——

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

Warwickshire County Council has made the following Temporary
Traffic Orders:
MOUNT PLEASANT, BISHOPS ITCHINGTON
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to install new water main.
Order Commences: 16 March 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 20 March 2026.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.

Chevron Traffic Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820.
€36 BYFIELD ROAD, PRIORS MARSTON
Order Effect: Road closed from Hardwick Road to County Boundary.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works, closed 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.
Order Commences: 16 March 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 March 2026.
Access & Diversion: Main Road, Hellidon Road, A361, Boddington Road, Byfield
Road and vice versa. Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where possible
and safe to do so for businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following Temporary
Traffic Orders:

€210 OXFORD STREET, SOUTHAM

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from with Banbury Road/Pendicke
Street to Warwick Road.

Re%%l;n for Order: Carriageway patching and associated works, 09.00hrs-
15.00hrs.

Order Commences: 30 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 31 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Warwick Road, Leamington Road, Banbury Road and
vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

DOG LANE, NAPTON-ON-THE-HILL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To safely enable works to install boundary box.

Order Commences: 2 April 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Dog Lane, St Lawrence Close, Godsons Lane and vice versa.
Chevron Traffic Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820.

A425 SOUTHAM ROAD/UFTON HILL, UFTON

Order Effect: Roads closed between B4455 Fosse Way and Ufton Fields

Roundabout.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works, closed 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 28 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 28 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4455 Fosse Way, A423, A425 and vice versa. Vehicular

access & egress will be maintained where possible and safe to do so for

businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

STOCKTON ROAD, STOCKTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To safely enable tree trimming works.

Order Commences: 30 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 30 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Stockton Road, Southam Road, Coventry Road and
vice versa.

Contractor: GTM Ltd, Tel: 0800 6783 105.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress from
properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details of our current
& planned roadworks visit our website gov.

or call us 01926 412515.

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 35C

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (COUNTRY PARKS)

(OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2024

NOTICE OF INCREASE OF PARKING CHARGES

Notice is hereby given that Warwickshire County Council, in exercise of its powers
under section 35C of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, has resolved to vary the
charges for parking within the Council's Country Parks, as outlined in the Schedule
below. The new charges will come into force on 6 April 2026. Any enquiries
relating to this Notice may be made by email to parks@warwickshire.gov.uk or
by calling 01827 872660.

Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Alumet Ltd of: Senator House, Bourne End,
Southam, Warwickshire. CV47 ONA is
applying for a licence to use: Senator House,
Bourne End, Southam, Warwickshire. CV47
ONA as an operating centre for up to 5 goods|
vehicles and 0 trailers.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centres who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,

Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within
21 days of this notice. Representors must at the,
same time send a copy of their representations to|

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

NOTICE

High Commission of India, London has received
a notice of intended marriage from

Mr. Bharathesh Shambhu Shetty, S/o
Shambhu Shetty, holder of Indian Passport
No. Z4797702 and Miss Nycy Thazhath
Dixon, D/o Dixon, holder of Indian Passport
No. U6385619 under the Foreign Marriage Act,
1969 of India.

Objection, if any (along with valid reasons), to
the intended marriage may be conveyed to the
High Commission of India, London within 30
Days of publication of this notice at the following
address:

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

PAULINE MARGARET
CHADWICK

(Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act
1925 any persons havinga
claim against or an interest
in the Estate of the above
named, late of Trewince,
28B Livingstone Avenue,
Long Lawford, Rugby,
CV23 9BU, who died on
10/02/2026, are required
to send written particulars
thereof to the i
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:
STONELEIGH ROAD, STONELEIGH
Order Effect: A 30mph speed restriction will be
imposed on Stoneleigh Road, Stoneleigh from the
crossroads of Stoneleigh Road/B4115 to the County
Boundary.

Reason for Order: For the safety of all road users
and of the working on or near to the

on or before 14/05/2026,
after which date the Estate
will be distributed having

the applicant at the address given at the top of this| regard only to the claims
notice. Second Secretary, and ir;]terems of which they
A Guide to Making Representations is avaiible at| | | High Commission of India, have had notice.
wwwgov. At than /P'-'"”‘ i g India House, Angels Solicitors LLP,
. o y Aldywch 117-119 New Union Street,
s Coventry, CV1 2NY
gaods vehn:le -operator-licensing 'WC2B 4NA (Ref-EK/RT/Chadwick/44596)

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

BUTLERS LEAP, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic at the junction of Clifton
Road. Banned right turn from Clifton Road onto Butlers Leap whilst
works are in progress.

Reason for Order: To repair/replace a manhole frame and cover.
Closure overnight 19.00hrs-06.00hrs.

Order Commences: 18 March 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 19 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Vicarage Hill, Rugby Road, Main Street, Church
Street, Newton Road, Newton Manor Lane, Leicester Road, Boughton
Road, Butlers Leap and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389363.

D3442 DUNCHURCH ROAD (SERVICE ROAD), RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed in its entirety between A426 Dunchurch
Road and Shakespeare Gardens.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works, closed 09.30hrs-
15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 16 March 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: No suitable diversion — vehicular traffic use
A426 D Road for gl to/from

Gardens. Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where
possible and safe to do so for businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

SCHOOL LANE, STRETTON-ON-DUNSMORE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To repair/replace a manhole frame and cover.
Order Commences: 17 March 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 17 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Plott Lane, Freeboard Lane, Oxford Road,
Fineacre Lane, Church Hill, Brookside and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389363.

ALWYN ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to replace defective manhole frame and
cover, closed 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 16 March 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Main Street, Magnet Lane, The Green,

Up to 3 hours — £2.50
Up to 4 hours — £3.60
QOver 4 hours — £5.00
(except Motor Cycles — free)

SCHEDULE
Daily Parking Charges
Parking Place Current Charge for Charge for Parking**
Parking* from 1 April 2026
Burton Dassett | £3.30 per day £3.50 per day
Hills (except motor cycles — free) | (except motor cycles — free)
Hartshill Hayes | £3.30 per day £3.50 per day
Country Park (except motor cycles — free) | (except motor cycles — free)
Stratford Up to 1 hour — £1.20 Up to 1 hour — £1.30
Greenway Up to 2 hours — £1.80 Up to 2 hours — £2.00

Up to 3 hours — £2.50
Up to 4 hours — £3.60
Over 4 hours — £6.00
(except Motor Cycles — free)

**Except of Minibus and Coaches

Annual Permit Charges

Road, Longrood Road and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389363.

MOOR FARM CLOSE, STRETTON-ON-DUNSMORE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To safely enable the repair or replacement of
a manhole frame and cover.

Order Commences: 16 March 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion is available.

Contractor: GO TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT, Tel: 0161 351 5370.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following
Temporary Traffic Orders:

B4453 LEAMINGTON ROAD, PRINCETHORPE

Order Effect: Road closed between A423 Oxford Road to Princethorpe
College Science Centre.

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing works. Closed 09.00hrs-
15.30hrs, weekdays only.

Order Commences: 1 April 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 13 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4453 (Leamington Road, Rugby Road),
Kenilworth Road, A445, A423 and vice versa. Access/Egress to be

Permit Type Current Annual Annual Permit Cost
Permit Cost from 1 April 2025
(*denotes discounted cost | (*denotes discounted cost
for Blue Badge Holders) | for Blue Badge Holders)

Burton Dassett £40.00 (*£32.00) £42.00 (*£33.00)

Hills

Hartshill Hayes £40.00 (*£32.00) £42.00 (*£33.00)

Country Park

Pooley Country £40.00 (*£32.00) £42.00 (*£33.00)

Park

Stratford £58.00 (*£42.00) £58.00 (*£42.00)

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,

where possible to businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

BUTLERS LEAP, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic at the rail bridge.
Reason for Order: To safely enable removal of vegetation and
brickwork repairs to railway structure. Closure to stay in place for
the duration due to curing time required for brickwork repairs.
Order Commences: 28 March 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 3 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Butlers Leap, Vicarage Hill, Rugby Road, Main
Street, Church Street, Newton Road, Newton Manor Lane, Leicester
Road, Boughton Road and vice versa.

Contractor: AMCO-Giffen, Tel: 07766 423500.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress
from properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to
be closed will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be
maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further
details of our current & planned roadworks visit our website
war gov. or call us 01926 412515.

WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
(BOROUGH OF RUGBY) (CIVIL ENFORCEMENT AREA)
(WAITING RESTRICTIONS, ON-STREET PARKING PLACES
AND RESIDENTS’ PARKING) (CONSOLIDATION) (VARIATION |
ORDER 2026
Warwickshire County Council propose to make the above-named
Order, pursuant to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect
of which will be to extend a no waiting at any time restriction on the
A428 Lawford Road, Rugby by 10 metres, as described in more detail
in the Schedule below.
A copy of the proposed Order, together with a copy of an Order to be
varied, a plan showing the length of road affected and a statement of
the Council’s reasons for proposing to make the Order are available
to view at Shire Hall, Market Place, Warwick, and online on the
Council’s website at https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/20208/
rugby-borough
Any objections to, or representations in support of, the proposals,
which must be in writing and specify the grounds on which they
are made, should be addressed to Mike McDonnell, County
Highways Minor Works, Shire Hall Post Room, Rear of Shire
Hall, Northgate Street Warwick, CV34 4RL, or sent by email to
chminor ire.gov.uk using the subject heading
“Lawford Road”. (Objections, representatlons and the name of
the objector or person making a representation, will normally be
treated as public information and may be published. For further
information on how Warwickshire County Council processes personal
data please refer to the Customer Privacy Notice which |s available
at https://www.warwi ire.gov.uk/privacy). Obj and
representations must be sent so as to be received by 3 April 2026
SCHEDULE

Proposed No Waiting At Any Time)
A428 Lawford Road, Rugby
From a point in line with the eastern flank wall of property 264 Lawford
Road, in a south-easterly direction for a distance of 10 metres, along
the north-eastern kerb line only.
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

THE WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (B4455 BRINKLOW)

(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) (VARIATION NO.1) ORDER 2026
Warwickshire County Council has made the above-named Order
under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which will
be to impose a 30mph speed limit on the length of road mentioned
in the Schedule below.

A copy of the Order, together with a plan showing the length of road
affected and a statement of the Council’s reasons for making the
Order, may be inspected at the Main Reception, Shire Hall, Market
Place, Warwick and on the Council's website:

https:/www. ickshire.gov.uk/new: gby-borough
Any person who desires to question the validity of the Order or of any
provision contained in it on the grounds that it is not within the powers
conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds
that any requirement of that Act or of any instrument made under it
has not been complied with in relation to the Order may within six
weeks from the date of the making of the Order apply to the High
Court for this purpose.

SCHEDULE
B4455 Fosse Way
From its junction with Rugby Road in a southernly direction for a
distance of 166 metres.
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

carriageway during road bridge construction.

Order Commences: 16 March 2026 until the works
to which it relates are completed and the Order
revoked.

Contractor: Colas Siac Ltd, Tel: 07415 245 295.

STONELEIGH ROAD, BUBBENHALL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
from the entrance to Goldacre for approx. 125m
westwards.

Reason for Order: To provide new service to
customers. Closure 09.30hrs-15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 20 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 20 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Stoneleigh Road, Main Street,
Spring Hill, Ryton Road, Leamington Road, Watery
Lane, Bubbenhall Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Sunbelt Rentals, Tel: 03700 500792.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

B4428 LUTTERWORTH ROAD, PAILTON

Order Effect: Road closed between Montilo Lane
and B4112 Rugby Road/B4428 Coventry Road.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works,
closed 08.00hrs-16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 2 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 2 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Montilo Lane, B4112 Rugby
Road and vice versa.

Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where
possible and safe to do so for businesses and
residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

STONELEIGH ROAD, STONELEIGH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between 446 Northbound off and on slip roads and
Southbound off and on slip roads, weekends only
as follows: 28-29 March 2026, 25-26 April 2026,
30-31 May 2026, 27-28 June 2026, 25-26 July
2026, 27-28 March 2027.

Reason for Order: To safely enable works for new
parapet fence, new street lighting modification and
TVCB removal.

Order Commences: 28 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 28 March 2027.

Access & Diversion: Stoneleigh Road, Warwick
Bypass, A46, Leamington Road, A46 and vice versa.
Contractor: Colas SIAC Ltd, Tel: 07415 245 295.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance, Shire Hall,

Warwick CV34 4RL Date 12 March 2026
PUBLIC NOTICES | PUBLIC NOTICES
E— E——

MICHAEL ROGER FRANCIS GORDON

Deceased
PERKS Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925
(also known as Roger | 2 TG i sgainst or
Perks)(Deceased) | & meres: n the B of the

Pursuant to the Trustee
Act 1925 any persons
having a claim against or
an interest in the Estate
of the above named, late
of 70 Newbold Road,
Rugby, CV21 2NQ, who
died on 26/11/2024, are
required to send written
particulars thereof to the
undersigned on or
before 14/05/2026, after
which date the Estate
will be distributed having
regard only to the claims
and interests of which
they have had notice.
Brethertons LLP,
Franklins House,
Manorsfield Road,
Bicester, OX26 6EX

deceased, ate of 6 Leyes Lane,
Kenilworth, CV8 2DD, who died
on 19/10/2025, must send written
details to the address below by
14/05/2026, after which the Estate
will be distributed with regard only
to claims and interests notified.
The Will Associates Asset
Management Limited,

Old Magistrates Court, Cheshire
Street, Market Drayton, TF9 [PH.
Ref: 2025/0565

To advertise
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Classified
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
[l

PUBLIC NOTICES
[— =l

Rugby Borough Coundil
“Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 (as amended)

Application Number R25/0912
PLOT 4, PROSPERO ANSTY PARK, EAST
OF PILOT WAY AND WEST OF COMBE
FIELDS ROAD, RUGBY
Demolition of existing building and erection of
one commercial unit for flexible use within Use
Classes B2 (General Industrial) and B8 (Storage
and Distribution) of the Town and Counti
Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as amended)
and associated development including drainage,
earthworks, highways, car parking, HGV parking,
service yard and landscaping.
This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area. This development may
affect a Public Right of Way. This is a major
development
Application Number R26/0117
LAND SOUTH OF LILBOURNE ROAD,
CLIFTON UPON DUNSMORE, RUGBY
Outline planning application with all matters
reserved except for access for up to 180
residential dwellings (Use Class C3) including
public open space; access from Lilbourne Road;
landscaping; suitable drainage systems and
associated infrastructure and ancillary community
uses.
Thls development is a departure from the
Plan. This may
aﬂect a Listed Building. This development
may affect a Conservanon Area. Thisis a
major development
Application Number R26/0132
| CALDECOTT STREET, RUGBY,
Cv21 3TH
Ino. replacement dwellinghouse on the footprint
of a previously existing lawful residential
property and other associated works
This development may affect a
Conservation Area
Application Number R26/0144
BROWNSOVER HALL HOTEL,
BROWNSOVER LANE, RUGBY, CV2I1 IHU
Single storey rear glazed infill extension
This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area
Application Number R26/0145
BROWNSOVER HALL HOTEL,
|BROWNSOVER LANE, RUGBY, CV21 IHU
Listed Building consent for a single storey rear
glazed infill extension
This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area
Application Number R26/0210
PARCEL D (MULBERRY HOMES), KEY
PHASE 3, HOULTON (RUGBY RADIO
STATION), WATLING STREET, RUGBY,
CV23 0AS
Variation of Condition | of R21/0873 of reserved
matters approval R21/0873 (Key Phase 3 Parcel
D — Submission of reserved matters comprising
access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
for the erection of 147 dwellings, access roads,
garages and parking, landscaping, open space and
associated works pursuant to outline planning
permission R17/0022 dated 28th June 2017.) for
design changes including surface treatments, bin
collection points, handing of house types and
landscaping.
This is a major development
Members of the public may inspect copies of the
the plans an:
with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby CV2I 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday until 4 April
2026. Please note a planning officer would not
be present.
If you wish to make an appointment to discuss
the application please contact the case officer.
Any person who wishes to make representation
to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online -
'www.planningportal.rugby.co.uk (search for
application number and select comment) - or in
writing by that date to The Chief Officer Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.
If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at:
www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning
For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any
representations made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
lopportunity to comment at the appeal stage.

Nicola Smith — Strategic Director for Place

I, Arjun, S/o. Kumaran, Born on
16/11/2006 (Place of birth: Bangalore,
Karnataka, India), Residing at 5, Alveston
Mews Alveston Place, Leamington Spa,
United Kingdom, CV32 4UE have changed
my name to Arjun Kumaran by Deed Poll
dated 19/02/2025 and shall henceforth be
known as ARJUN KUMARAN.

Arjun

PUBLIC NOTICES
=

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Meron Andom Temnewo of: SNR Transport Ltd,
34 St Georges Road, Coventry CVI 2DL is apply-
ing for a licence to use: ASA Contracting Limited,
Unit | to 3 Leofric House, Waterman Road,
Coventry CV6 5TP as an operating centre for|
3 Units and trailer.

Owners or of land (i ildi
near the operating centres who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice.

Representors must at the same time send a copy of]|
their repr at the
address given at the top of thls notice. A Guide to
Making Representatlons is available at:
WWW.gOV. icati id

‘, t/

8
-and-com-|

plmmsgoods vehlcle -operator-licensing

Keeping yéu up to date with all the
latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

DEATHS
=

JENNER

Philomena

Passed away at home on 10th February 2026,
aged 86 years.
Beloved wife of Billie and loving mum to
John and Julie.

A wonderful Grandma to Isabel, Maddie,
Danny, Adam and Sam.
Philomena's funeral service will take place on
Friday 20th March at 10.30 am at
Sacred Heart Church,
followed by the committal at
Rainsbrook Crematorium at 12pm.
Family Flowers only.

Donations if desired can be made to
Marie Curie via the following link-

Philomenajenner.muchloved.com
‘Wilf Smith and son funeral services,
25 Main Street,

Bilton,

Rugby,

CV227NQ.

Tel-01788 814 157

SALES & WAN

MISCELLANEOUS
—

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair £60

seated chair

deliver
07703 925662

OYSTER 3 luxury
travel pram system
150FIX and all acc

HIGH Chair sturdy
but lightweight
folding frame, with
adjustable table,
cushion & straps.
Excellent clean
condition. £25 01527
878388

INDIAN prayer chair

_£80 07719695685

YORK fitness stepper

_£2507811002531

STONE hot
water bottle  £25
07719695685

BATH tub with taps
Ex cond FREE
07719695685

SMALL mahogany
chair in ex cond £25
07719695685

(cost over  £100) | SOOTY cookie jar or
_£150 07449196669 _ | biscuit barrel £25
BEDSIDE solid 07719695685

oak  cabinet £25 | CHILDRENS Garden

very good quality | Multi-swing set £50
_07977913225 | ONO 01905 775305
INDIAN prayer chair | MOTORCYCLE
_£80 07719695685 leathers helmet &
YORK fitness stepper | boots call for details

£25 07811002531 07976933301
STONE hot | BOXED as  new

water bottle £25 Lightning Strike

07719695685 Scooter aged 5+ £10
BATH tub with taps | 01217447579

Ex cond FREE | DINING table & 4

07719695685 chairs brand new
SMALL mahogany never used £50 ono

chair in ex cond £25 07713769333

07719695685 SMART ‘Wonder

SOOTY cookie jar or
biscuit barrel £25
07719695685

CHILDRENS Garden
Multi-swing set £50
ONO 01905 775305

BEDSIDE solid
oak cabinet £25
very good quality

_07977913225

MOTORCYCLE
leathers helmet &
boots call for details

07976933301
BOXED as new
Lightning Strike

Scooter aged 5+ £10
0121 744 7579
DINING table & 4

Core Machine for
workouts nearly new
_£2007811002531
17 rung aluminium
double ladders
excellent condition
£50 07864037112
LADIES bicycle,
sturmy archer gears,
needs some tlc. ?15.
07828488382
AMICA Double Oven
Electric Cooker
good working order
£50 07873265083
ILFORD  Sporti 4
camera excellent
condition in leather
case £10 0121 744
7579

e o 250 | TARLE, e e
new never used
07713769333 cost £150 sell for
SMART ‘Wonder £100 (Einhall)
Core Machine for 07791890274
workouts nearly new | FEATHER and Black
.—£200781100253_1_ Oliver single bed
17 rung aluminium frame in black As
double ladders new - £85 07805
11 condition 745820
£50 07864037112 | LOGIC medium chest
LADIES bicycle, freezer W301/2”,L

sturmy archer gears,
needs some tlc. ?15.
_07828488382
AMICA Double Oven
Electric Cooker
good working order

217, H 33” 6 months
old 01905 724402
WHEELCHAIR in
vge little used £50.
Can deliver local
Kidderminster

£50 07873265083 07518902804

FEATHER and Black | LOST Golf balls no
Oliver single bed problem all good
frame in black As names & condition
new - £85 07805 100 balls £22 01564
745820 784171

WANTED

[

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING

ks, Hinges, Handles, (

Windows or Doors
1 Doors/Windows
Supplied/Fitted

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing * Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens
* Bathrooms * Carpentry * Flat pack
furniture
* Tiling * Painting

02476 443 996
07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE

Advertise them in

Ommw

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or

alternatively email your free ad to;

KITCHENS
= Sl

The Observer, Friday March 13, 2026

LOGS
——

i LOGS
INSTALLATIONS
. ;||| FOR SALE
Mainly Ash
£120, £220, £390
loads delivered
Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered
Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken
Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our

website
www.rbtimber.uk

WANT A JOB
WELL DONE?

Check out our
Classified pages!

KEEP IT LOCAL!

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less - its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)
But if you want your

o -
1| Free Lineage (items upto value £500)

1 (MAX 15 WORDS)
1

Paid for Boxed Ad (items of any valug)
1 Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

advertisement to really
stand out or if your item
is valued at over £500,
you can place details in
a boxed advertisement

for just

£5.75 (inc Vat)

1
1
1
1
1 Tel: 1
1 Details (Not for Publication): 1
1 M/Mrs/Ms Iniials urmame 1 3 PIECE
1 Addre: 1
] 1 SUITE
: Postcode : brown leather,
§ Tt Mobile 1 perfvef:t
§ Email 1 condition
1 | enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £. 1 as new
1 or alternatively 1
T please debit my card for £ : £
(F:rer.m Card Number I can deliver
S"‘ 1 Telephone
§ Sec No: (Last 3 digits).. ...Issue No. (if applicable) .. [} 234 567890
i 10
1

T send to Bullivant Med Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East,
I " Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or emal your advertisement to
]

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

Rt o L B it Gl i i ke

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)
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Brakes 13 points from
safety after shipping
five goals at Hereford

LEAMINGTON shipped five
goals in a chastening 5-1
defeat away at relegation
rivals Hereford in midweek
despite taking an early lead.

The Brakes stunned the
home side on two minutes
when Frank Tattum put the
bottom side ahead at Edgar
Street.

However, a hat-trick
from George Munday and
further goals from Harrison
Sohna and Andy Williams
condemned Leamington to a
heavy defeat.

The result means the
Brakes remain bottom of the
National League North table,
13 points from safety with
just 10 matches left to play.

Hosts Hereford returned
to Edgar Street for the first
time in two months after the
weather caused damage to
the playing surface.

However, Leamington
looked to spoil Hereford's
home return when Tattum
swept a powerful low effort
into the net after just two
minutes after the ball broke
kindly into the scorer’s path.

Hereford equalised on 15
minutes as Munday stroked
Aaron Skinner’s low ball in
from the right past Brakes
goalkeeper Eddie Brearey.

And the Bulls completed
the turnaround in first-half
injury time when Munday
turned the ball home after
Keziah Martin’s powerful
strike hit the underside of
the crossbar.

Hereford extended their
lead after the break on 67
minutes as Sohna followed
up Lewis Hudson’s initial
strike to drive a shot through
defender Dan Meredith and

Brearey into the net.

‘And Munday completed his
hat-trick on 77 minutes with
a cool finish past Brearey
from substitute Mikey Lane’s

pass.

The Bulls added a fifth
goal in injury time when
substitute Williams broke
through and lifted the ball
over a helpless Brearey.

That came after the Brakes
rescued an injury-time point
ina 1-1 draw against 10-man
AFC Fylde last weekend.

Tattum levelled the game
five minutes into injury
time after Danny Ormerod
put Fylde ahead at the Your
Co-op Community Stadium.

However, Fylde played the
majority of the game with
10-men after Corey Whelan
received a straight red card
on 20 minutes.

Fylde broke the dead-
lock on 18 minutes when
Ormerod turned the ball
home at the near post
from close range after Jon
Ustabasi jinked his way into
the box down the left.

However, the visitors had
‘Whelan sent off just two min-
utes later after he bundled
Owen Farmer to the ground
just outside the penalty area
which denied the Brakes a
goalscoring opportunity.

The home side could not
make the extra man count
until deep into injury time
when Tattum bundled the
ball home from close range
with Fylde appealing for a
handball in the build up.

Leamington are next in
action against Darlington
on Saturday, March 14 with
kick-off at 3pm at Blackwell
Meadows.

Easterlow signs off
from Racers with draw

RACING Club Warwick
earned a hard-fought point
in a goalless draw away
at play-off chasing Belper
Town in what proved to be
manager Scott Easterlow’s
final game in charge of the
club.

The Racers have now
failed to score in their last
three matches following
the stalemate at the Raygar
Stadium and have not won
any of their last seven
games.

And the result means
the Racers sit 11th in the
Northern Premier League
Midlands table, nine points
outside of the play-off places.

Boss Easterlow has since
resigned from his role at the
Racers to take up the vacant

er’s position at local
rivals Leamington.

The visitors spurned
an early chance as Aaron
Opoku saw his goalbound
effort from close range
blocked by Louis Keenan
after Reece Blackmore float-
ed a free-kick into the box.

Belper responded with
a chance at the other
end when Tom Allsopp
tipped Jacob Gratton’s shot
from 25-yards out around
the post.

And the home side went
close again as Liam Moran
looped a header onto the
roof of the net following a
cross into the box from the

t.

‘Warwick almost broke the
deadlock from a corner later
in the first half as the ball
bounced around the Belper
box before Opoku saw his
acrobatic effort go wide of
the post.

And Archie Hamp then
fired wide from 15-yards out
after Jordan Hayward burst
down the left and picked out
the forward in the box.

Belper went close from
a corner of their own after
the break as Allsopp reacted
sharply to keep out Luke
Shaw’s strike at the back
post.

The Racers had one final
chance to break the dead-
lock when Hamp looked to
pounce on Keenan's weak
backwards header but could
only shoot straight at Kieran
Preston as he attempted to
lob the Belper goalkeeper.

Racing Club Warwick
are next in action against
Wellingborough Town on
Saturday, March 14 with
kick-off at 3pm at Townsend
Meadow.
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Blaze put to the sword
by Panthers ahead of
Challenge Cup final

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

ICE HOCKEY: COVENTRY Blaze
suffered a heavy 6-1 home defeat
against Nottingham Panthers in a
dress rehearsal of the upcoming
Challenge Cup final between the two
teams.

Blaze conceded three goals in the first
period before Nottingham established a
six-goal lead as Grant Mismash netted
a late consolation for Coventry at the
Skydome Arena.

That came after Coventry lost in a pen-
alty shootout against Sheffield following
a 3-3 draw at the end of overtime at the
Utilita Arena.

The results mean Coventry sit eighth
in the Elite League table with a play-off
spot now confirmed.

Blaze slipped to a fourth straight league
defeat against the Panthers with the two
teams to face off in the Challenge Cup
final later this month.

Coventry failed to recover from con-
ceding twice in the space of 24 seconds
in the first period after Blaze were

unable to capitalise on a powerplay
opportunity.

Nottingham took the lead at 12.02
when Chase Pearson batted the puck out
of mid-air and fired past Blaze netminder
Mat Robson.

And the Panthers struck again 24 sec-
onds later as Nolan Volcan converted on
a two-on-one breakaway.

The visitors remained on top and
extended their lead at 15.42 when
Pearson scored his second of the game
as he tipped Mitch Fossier’s shot from
the point into the net.

Blaze struggled to generate any
momentum in the second period before
Nottingham scored a fourth goal at 29.07
when Fossier fired home Pearson’s feed.

And the Panthers made sure of the
points in the third period as Tim Doherty
struck at 46.07 on the powerplay.

Nottingham scored another powerplay
goal at 47.32 as Matthew Marcinew
made it six for the Panthers to com-
pound Coventry’s misery.

Blaze scored a consolation goal at
54.51 when Mismash found the net after
good work from Adam Robbins and
Grayson Constable.

Tempers boiled over in the closing

stages as Coventry’s Connor Russell
and Nottingham’s Cooper Zech received
10-minute penalties for unsportsmanlike
conduct following an awkward hit by
Marcinew on Mike Pelech.

That came after Blaze pushed title-
chasing Sheffield all the way only to suf-
fer a shootout defeat on the road.

Coventry took the lead at 7.04 when
Matthew Gleason scored his 18th goal
of the season after defenceman Jordan
Power jumped into the offence.

The Steelers equalised at 12.30 as
Patrick Watling scored at the back post
after Reece Kelly’'s stretch pass found
Joona Huttula who provided the assist.

Blaze almost reclaimed the lead only
for Eamon McAdam to deny Mismash
on a breakaway before Constable’s redi-
rected effort struck the crossbar.

At the other end, Robson produced a
stunning double save to keep out efforts
from Kevin Tansey and Mitchell Heard.

Coventry went ahead for a second
time at 22.09 when Robbins converted
a loose puck on the powerplay after
Gleason kept the chance alive.

Sheffield responded at 23.46 as
Dominic Cormier forced a loose puck
home at the third attempt after Robert
Dowd’s initial effort rebounded off
Robson.

Blaze took the lead for a third time at
25.02 when Pelech took credit for a play
in tight past a sprawling McAdam.

A back-and-forth second period con-
tinued at 26.03 as Evan Jasper fired past
Robson to level the scores again.

A goalless third period sent the game
to overtime with neither side able to
strike in a cagey extra period.

However, the Steelers triumphed on
penalty shots after Kim Tallberg lost con-
trol of his attempt in the final round.

Coventry are next in action against
Manchester Storm on Friday, March 13
with the face-off at 7.30pm at Planet Ice
Altrincham.

Blaze then host Glasgow Clan on
Saturday, March 14 with the face-off at
7pm at the Skydome.

Coventry Blaze shipped six goals
against Challenge Cup final foes
Nottingham. Picture by Scott
Wiggins.

Rallying cry from Valley boss with club locked

in relegation batt

FOOTBALL: GRANT Joshua has urged
Rugby Town supporters to ‘not give up’
on his players with the club four points
from safety in the relegation zone.

Valley saw their winless run stretch
to seven matches following a 3-0
home defeat against AFC Rushden and
Diamonds at Butlin Road last week-
end.

An early goal from Joel Nketia put
Rushden ahead before Tyler Winters
struck either side of half time to inflict
another defeat on Valley.

And to compound the home side’s
misery, Kobi Bivens saw an injury-time
penalty saved to leave Rugby in relega-
tion trouble.

However, despite the club’s struggles
on the pitch, Joshua recognised the
faith shown by the club’s supporters
through the side’s recent adversity.

Joshua said: “I have nothing but
admiration for the way they [the sup-
porters] have been.

“They really haven’t had it easy over

the past few seasons, but they find a
way to dig deep and they are still as
loud as they have ever been.

“I used to hate managing against
Rugby because I knew those boards
would start banging and the momen-
tum in the ground would shift.

“You've stuck with these lads all sea-
son, so please don’t give up on them
now when they really need that 12th
man.”

le after home Rushden defeat

Rushden broke the deadlock on 11
minutes when Nketia glanced in Bruno
Andrade’s free-kick from the right
against the run of play.

And the Diamonds doubled their lead
on 36 minutes as Winters controlled a
pass in the box and finished through
the legs of a defender and into the bot-
tom right corner.

‘Winters sealed the points for the visi-
tors on 53 minutes with another smart
finish on the turn after Nathan Kabeya
lost possession inside his own penalty
area.

The home side had a chance to score
a consolation goal at the death only for
Dan Jezeph to save Bivens’ penalty div-
ing low to his right.

Rugby host Long Eaton United on
Saturday, March 14 with Kkick-off at
3pm at Butlin Road.

A massed Rushden defence denies
Rugby a scoring chance from a cor-
ner. Picture by Martin Pulley.
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Gold medals galore for swimmers

SWIMMING: RUGBY Swimming
Club’s artistic swimmers made a
sensational start to the 2026 sea-
son after winning 11 gold medals
at the Regional Age Groups event.

More than 60 swimmers represented
the club across 13 of the 18 category
events at the Walsall Gala Baths.

Rugby won 15 medals overall
including 11 gold, three silver and one
bronze medal competing against teams
from Walsall, Rykneld, Birmingham,
Bramcote and Nottingham.

The club’s first medal came in the
12-and-under competition as Alice
Danielson won bronze in the technical
figure competition.

In the youth event, Frankie Klym
and Victoria Sharashkina won gold and
silver respectively.

Rugby’s medal rush continued in the
combination events.

The 12-and-under Division One
team of Eliza Danila, Mila Colledge,
Florie Hughes, Erin Bloomfield, Olivia
Reid, Darcie Gallagher, Alice Payne,
Ella Martin, Elizabeth Silk and Ema

Join the world's largest

charity swimming eve

SWIMATHON | Coe @

Li
THE VEN

The team had to perform twice due
to a technical issue with the music but
rose to the challenge to win gold.

Rugby’s 12-and-under Division
Two team of Emily Secher, Lily

Bartholomew, Payton Gaskin, Jessie
Slater, Esme Ravenhall, Elsa Gaskin,
Katerina Mpyronova and Maisie
Austin-Robertsthen won silver behind
Birmi with an upbeat routine.
In the 13 to 15-year-old age group,

Rugby’s Division Two ‘Beetlejuice’
team took gold with a bold perform-
ance.

The team of Charlotte Wilkins,
Catherine Yu, Mellinda Bogdanova,
Aaron Lee, Sophie Croft, Ruby
Shepherd, Isobelle Watkins, Amelie
Jeary, Darcey Townsend and Caitlin-
Rose Smith (reserve) stood on top of
the podium.

Rugby’s ‘Gladiators’ team of Mabel
Chapman, Kara Duckett, Saranne
Black, Sophie Henry, Daisy Clark, Ruth
Ho, Beatrice Banks, Alice Pavlova,
Jemima Parkinson and Isabella Franks
dominated the 15-plus Division Two
category.

The swimmers channeled the fight-
ing spirit of the 90s TV show to win
another gold for Rugby.

And Rugby's 13 to 18-year-old
Division One ‘Team Six’ squad of Anika
Reddy, Katie Green, Daniel Rodrigues,
Esther Tovey-Keane, Holly Biddulph,
Amelia Storr, Elise Kelly, Izzy Rycroft,
Sophia Myronova and Seren Humphry
also won gold.

The team swam to music from Six

the musical and ended the combina-
tion team events in style with a confi-
dent performance.

In the youth solo category,
Sharashkina and Keva Ennis won
gold and silver respectively while Izzy
Maglione finished just outside the med-
als in the 12-and-under event.

In the duets, sisters Alice and
Florence Danielson took gold in the
12-and-under category while Lee and
Christina Kapiris won gold in the youth
mixed duet and Lola Huett and Klym
stormed to gold in the youth duet.

And Rugby also won gold medals in
the 12-and-under and youth free team
categories.

imming to ‘Jump’, the 12-and-
under squad of Secher, A Danielson,
F Danielson, Myronova, E Gaskin,
Maglione, Slater, Austin-Roberts and
Bartholomew (reserve) confidently
took the gold medal.

And the youth team of Klym, Ennis,
Sharashkina, Jeary, Lee, Huett and
Kapiris showcased a new routine to
seal the club’s 11th gold medal of the
competition.

LEAMINGTON SPA
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LOANS

SCRAP GOLD & SILVER

BUY BACK

JEWELLERY & WATCHES
COINS & BULLION

01926 258252

144 Parade, Leamington Spa, CV32 4AG
www.cashbrokersleamingtonspa.co.uk

CASH PAID

FOR GOLD, SILVER,
COINS & BULLION

The National
Association
of Jewellers




