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A ‘DANGEROUSLY’ under-lit
tunnel in Rugby is set to bright-
en up thanks to a local cam-
paign led by the town’s MP
Safety lighting upgrades for the
Mill Road tunnel — which runs under
the town’s railway station — are set
to be installed this summer.
‘Warwickshire County Council
(WCC) will install the new lighting,

with funding coming from the gov-
ernment’s §£104million local trans-
port investment programme.

Rugby MP John Slinger welcomed
the move, having raised the issue
repeatedly with the council and
Network Rail alongside Coun Sarah
Feeney, who represents Rugby’s
Benn ward at WCC.

Mr Slinger said: “I kept raising
this because residents told me it
was dangerous — something that I
also know from personal experi-
ence.

“Mill Road tunnel is used by hun-
dreds of people every day. The
lighting was genuinely hazardous,
especially on bright days when you
go from sunshine to near-darkness
in seconds.

“I wrote to the council, I raised
it on social media, I met with
Network Rail, I took it to the CEO
of Warwickshire County Council. I
am glad we have got a result, and
I want to thank Coun Sarah Feeney
who has been championing this
locally for a long time.

A
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Coun Feeney added: “Last year
we had cat’s eyes added to the
road, but we have been trying to
ensure better, safer lighting for
several years.

“Having nearly witnessed an acci-
dent in the narrow part of the tun-
nel, I believe that this will help to
make everyone safer.”

Mr Slinger has also submitted
proposals for a safe crossing on
Coventry Road near Nature Trails
Nursery, improved road markings
on the A426, and better pedestrian

safety measures approaching Bilton
on the B4642.

He added: “Mill Road Tunnel is
sorted, but I am not stopping there.
Road safety is not glamorous, but it
matters to every parent, pedestrian,
and driver in Rugby. If you have a
road safety concern in the constitu-
ency, tell me. I will raise it.”

Installation of the upgraded
lighting is expected this summer,
pending relevant approvals from
‘Warwickshire County Council and
Network Rail.

Opening offer
Fixed price dentals

£400
in March/April

Including anaesthetic, blood test, X-rays
and extractions

Last chl_Jnce for
159% discount

for new clients
off your first 6 mont

RUGBYS ONLY INDEPENDENT 24 HOUR VETS
Register at www.rugbyvethospital.co.uk

of vet fees

Offer ends 3pm 14" March

The Locks, Hillmorton, Rugby CV21 4PP « TEL - 01788 345345
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THE LIFE-SAVING char-
ity which provides air
ambulance services across
‘Warwickshire wants peo-
ple to keep it airborne by
helping fund a new base of
operations.

The Air Ambulance Service
for Warwickshire has launched
an appeal to help it build a
new base outside Catthorpe,
near the Dborder between

‘Warwickshire, Leicestershire and
Northamptonshire

The charity launches many of its
missions from Coventry Airbase,
which is scheduled to close this
summer to make way for the
Coventry and Warwick Gigapark
battery production and tech site.

The charity, which responded to
470 emergencies in Warwickshire
last year, despite receiving no
NHS funding, says the new base
would mean faster response times
for patients, new crew facilities
and family-friendly spaces for
aftercare and recovery support.

The Air Ambulance Service

chief executive, Peta Wilkinson,
said: “A quarter of the UK popula-
tion say they know someone that
has been helped by an air ambu-
lance but a mission doesn’t start
when we take to the air — it starts
with someone choosing to support
their local air ambulance charity.

“We have always needed to use
rented premises for our helicop-
ters and rapid response vehicles
but this is no longer sustainable.
We urgently need a permanent
base that is owned by the charity
so we can secure our future and
continue to provide care in the air
in the fastest time possible.

“This site in Catthorpe is perfect
as it lies at the centre of the three
counties with superb access to
the M1 and M6. Because of the
vital nature of the project, we are
investing substantially from our
reserves but hope that we can
count on the support of the com-
munities we help.

“Businesses, organisations and
individuals can all contribute in
a variety of ways to what we are
calling our Big Bases Appeal but
every penny will provide security
for a service that any one of us
may need one day.”

The charity says the new base
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An artist’s impression of
the proposed new base
for Warwickshire’s Air
Ambulance Service. s

Air ambulance needs new base

would bring economic and social
value to the region by creat-
ing local jobs and supply chain
opportunities during construc-
tion. It would also provide highly
skilled clinical roles and specialist
training for local NHS partners
and would be a learning hub for
advanced, pre-hospital emergency
medicine.

Plans for the base include a
national operations centre for
children’s transfers, incident sim-
ulation rooms and crew welfare
facilities.

Visit  https://tinyurl.com/3zzr
mrff for details and to donate.

As recommended on

Daynurseries.co.uk, please visit
A to see what our parents say 4

Open Day

Saturday 7th March from 10am - 12pm
walk-ins welcome

If you are a
- working parent
\. you could be
eligible for 30 hours
a week of free
childcare.

Providing a fully inclusive service for families with -
children aged 6 weeks to 5 s from 7.30am to 6.30pm

At gmscote House
the warm and
welcoming environment
ensures that wour
child’s individual needs
ave prioritised, and
their interests
nurtured.

T: 01926 425067
E: emscote.house@childbase.com

Emscote House Day Nursery and Preschool, 46 Warwick Place,
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 5DE

hf@s@

Emscote House

HHK,
Ofsted
Good
Provider

Now taking registrations
We’d fove to show Hou around

Scan me for full
nursery details

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

PHOENIX ’COACHES .

March Adult  Child
21st Afternoon Tea & Litchfield £33.00 £28.00
31st Liverpool ..... £29.00 £22.00
April

8th Cheddar Gorge & Clarkes Shoppmg Village £30.00 £24.00
11th London........ £30.00 £24.00
14th Cotswolds & Broadway e o e e T PP e £29.00 £24.00
May
5th Pub Lunch.............. £31.00 £25.00
16th Black CouNtry MUSBUM .........ccevurimieeeiieiiireniesisiessesssiessessssse e £27.00 £24.00
26t Lunch. & Enterfainment . ...cvessnn smnnaman s maninisaies £37.00
27th Skegness £29.50 £24.00
30th Camden Market ............ccveunieriiercrnenns £30.00
June
6th Gloucester Docks & Quays . £26.00 £20.00
13th Bath £30.00 £25.00
16th Shrewsbury..........ccccocvivrenrinnnne £27.00 £22.00
13th Windsor £30.00 £24.00

Scotland- Waverley Castle Hotel 27th-31st May 26. 5 Days/ 4 Nights £425 Per Peron

Price Includes- All Coach Hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
Excursions, Admission to Falkirk Wheel, and Admission to Ainwick Castle

Liverpool- Atlantic Tower Hotel 31st July-2nd August 26. 3 Days/2 Nights £180 Per Person

Price Includes- All Coach hire, Evening meal on 1st night only, 2 nights accommodation, 2 days
breakfast, free time round Liverpool

Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights £395 Per Person.
Price Includes- All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
excursions, Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE

See
page
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Borough“to\ Uiy =
moré SEND places .
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Rugby and Binley Woods, we are

Warwickshire
ounty Council

vision across
A the county. s

by Andy Morris mental health-resourced facility,

andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

RUGBY borough will rec-
eive more school places for
children with special edu-
cational needs and disabili-
ties (SEND).

‘Warwickshire County Council’s
cabinet has allocated £321,000
for new SEND provision at
Binley Woods Primary School,
Brownsover Community School,
St Oswald’s CofE Academy and
Paddox Primary School.

At Binley Woods, 10 new places
will be established for pupils with
education, health and care plans
(EHCPs) whose primary needs
are communication and interac-
tion (C&I), backed by £118,000.

A new, eight-place, £87,000
C&l-resourced facility will start at
Brownsover Community School.

A similar, £116,000 site will be
established at St Oswald’s CofE
Academy, subject to Department
for Education approval of a
required ‘significant-change’
application.

At Paddox Primary School, two
new places will be added to the
existing social, emotional and

raising capacity to 16 places.
Resourced facilities — ‘provi-
sions’ are specialist spaces at
mainstream schools which aim
to give children inclusive main-
stream education while accessing
targeted support.

Demand for specialist provision
in Warwickshire is growing, with
the number of pupils with EHCPs
increasing by nine per cent annu-
ally over the past five years.

Increase

The council aims to increase
the number of resourced provi-
sion places to more than 500 by
2028.

Councillor Wayne Briggs,
portfolio holder for education at
‘Warwickshire County Council,
said: “We are committed to
ensuring that children and young
people with SEND can access the
right support in the right place at
the right time.

“The decisions taken by cabinet
will increase specialist resourced
provision within mainstream
schools, helping more children to
thrive in their local communities.

“By investing in additional high-
quality resourced provision across

responding to rising demand and
the increasing complexity of need
while supporting inclusive educa-
tion and improving outcomes for
pupils and families.”

The three new schemes will be
funded from the council’s high-
needs provision capital alloca-
tion.

Coun Stephen Shaw, portfolio
holder for finance and property
at Warwickshire County Council,
said: “This targeted investment,
of £321,000, demonstrates our
continued commitment to using
our capital funding responsibly
and strategically to meet the
growing demand for specialist
provision.

“By expanding resourced provi-
sion within existing school sites,
we are making effective use of
our assets, ensuring value for
money and helping to reduce
longer-term pressures on the
high-needs budget - including
transport costs — while deliver-
ing improved local access for
families.”

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.
uk/special-educational-needs-dis
abilities-send for more informa-
tion about SEND provision in
Warwickshire.

Colleges group being turned around

WARWICKSHIRE College Group
(WCG) has bounced back from
being on the verge of bankruptcy.

The group — which teaches 11,500
students at colleges in Leamington,
Moreton Morrell, Rugby and Warwick
— plus Pershore, in Worcestershire —
received a financial bailout package
from the government in 2024.

A Department for Education (DfE)
report at the time stated the col-
lege urgently needed £1.7million to
keep running. WCG also asked for
government help to refinance the
remainder of a £3million loan it was
at risk of defaulting on.

Wages were highlighted as a major
reason for WCG’s travails. The DfE
report described payroll as “signifi-
cantly above budget” and account-
ing for more than 70 per cent of the
group’s total income of £51.6million
in the previous financial year.

ANTIQUE &

VINTAGE FAIR
SUNDAY 22ND MARCH
ENTRY 9AM - 2PM

Sky Blue Sports Connexion Ryton on Dunsmore CV8 3FL
Free parking & café - Entry £3, under 16's FREE
Dogs are welcome

Contact 07939 445024 www.gifairs.co.uk

-~y

il
Chief executive and principal
Sara-Jane Watkins has hailed
a new era for Warwickshire
College Group. s

That prompted the DfE to issue
a ‘notice to improve’ (Ntl), severe-
ly limiting WCG'’s control over how
it operated.

Eighteen months on, however,
the DfE has confirmed the Ntl has
been lifted, allowing WCG to again
access funds and development
opportunities previously restricted
by its ‘intervention status’.

WCG chief executive and princi-
pal Sara-Jane Watkins — who took
up the job in September 2024 and
who was praised in the original,
damning DfE report for her “posi-

tive, joined up approach to leader-
ship and governance” — said lifting
of the Ntl marked a new era.

She told The Observer: “Moving
out of intervention is a pivotal
moment for WCG.

“It demonstrates the DfE’s con-
fidence in our recovery and stra-
tegic direction. This progress is
the result of an incredible collec-
tive effort from our new executive
team, and staff across all our
campuses.

“We have moved at a rapid
pace to address inherited financial
issues, making tough decisions
to ensure we have a sustainable
foundation.

“Our commitment to our com-
munities, staff and students
remains resolute. | would also like
to note the support provided by
the further education commission-
er's team (at the DfE) throughout
this process has been excellent.”

During the intervention, WCG
underwent a major leadership
restructuring, appointing new
campus principals at every site.

Addressing the financial prob-
lems involved the closure of
Evesham College and the con-
solidation of its provision into
Pershore College.

WCG has now agreed a post
intervention monitoring and sup-
port plan with the further edu-
cation commissioner, to ensure
future progress.

Get your
hearing
tested
where you

feel most
at home.

At home.

To find out if you're eligible, or to
book your free home visit, call us

on 0800 089 0144 or go to
specsavers.co.uk/home-hearing-tests

Specsavers
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Colleagues Hassan Ali and Hayley Cotter were in the pink at Barratt Homes in

Upper Lighthorne.

Thinking pink to help out

BIG-hearted staff at Barratt Homes in south
‘Warwickshire donned their pink protective
gear for Breast Cancer Now’s Wear it Pink
day.

The colleagues at the Aston Grange site
in Upper Lighthorne also contributed £500
towards the charity’s research and services.

Managing director Adrian Evans said: “We
have loved organising Wear it Pink days on
our developments over the years and are
proud to continue to support Breast Cancer
Now.

“At Barratt Homes, we do our best to sup-

port and uplift Breast Cancer Now and we
encourage anyone interested to join us in
raising money to fund the vital research to
beat breast cancer.”

‘Wear it Pink was first introduced more
than 20 years ago and has raised over §43
million for Breast Cancer Now. The char-
ity helps towards funding cutting edge
research across the UK and Ireland to help
find a cure for breast cancer at all stages.
Its mission is to make sure that by 2050,
everyone with breast cancer lives and is
well-supported.

Council
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leader

vOws to g0 on
after vote win

THE LEADER of Warwickshire County
Council has vowed to get on with his job
after surviving a vote of no confidence.

Nineteen-year-old George Finch’s future as
leader saw him hang on by a single vote at a
full meeting of WCC on Tuesday (March 17).

A total of 26 councillors voted in favour of
removing Coun Finch as leader, but 27 voted
against, with two abstentions.

Coun Finch, who was appointed to the top
position at WCC last summer, faced the vote
after being accused of bringing the authority
“into disrepute”.

Green Party councillors called for a vote on
Coun Finch’s position amid suggestions the
Reform UK councillor had “abused the office
of leader”.

‘Warwickshire Green Party group leader
Coun Jonathan Chilvers said the motion had
been submitted due to incidents including a
dispute with police over their handling of a
case involving the rape of a 12 year-old girl
in Nuneaton by an Afghan asylum seeker,
and a row with the council’s chief execu-
tive, Monica Fogarty, over the flying of Pride
flags at WCC’s Shire Hall headquarters in
‘Warwick.

Coun Chilvers continued: “George Finch
has abused the office of leader of the council
and time and again brought Warwickshire
into disrepute.

“His repeated attacks on staff, partner insti-
tutions and use of his role for constant cheap
and nasty political points scoring is unac-

ceptable and violates rule of law, democratic
norms and basic decency.”

Of the 55 councillors who attended the full
council meeting, two independent councillors,
19 Reform councillors and six Conservative
councillors voted against the motion.

Fourteen Liberal Democrat councillors, one
Conservative, six Green, three Labour and
two independent councillors voted in favour.

Two Restore Britain councillors abstained
from voting.

After the vote, Coun Finch said the result of
the motion was what the electorate had voted
for, and what had happened in the council
chambers would not affect how the authority
was run.

He continued: “We are in a minority admin-
istration and we do have to work with other
parties and we’ve shown that from day one.

“To be honest with you, I don’t want to
waste any more time on things like that.

“I want to make sure the people get the
county council that’s working for them and
that’s what I'm committed to do. I don’t want
to waste any more time talking about it or
going over it, because that’s not what the
people voted us in for.”

Coun Finch added: “There has been termi-
nology I could have used better and I take that
on board, but again I still agree 100 per cent
with what I was saying.

“Everyone slips up every now and again and
that’s real life, we're human.”

'

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litle overheads

ALL PRODUCTS
HAVE A 10 YEAR

01789 415111 07729 689239

INSURANCE

BACKED

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full fitted

COmpetltwe Prices

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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Jason Wills. Images courtesy of West
Midlands Police. s

David Ball.

‘County lines’
dealers jailed

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

‘PURELY motivated by greed’ — a
drug dealer and his accomplices
have been jailed for a total of more
than 30 years after moving vast
amounts of class A drugs through
Coventry and Warwickshire.

Daniel Wheeler, 38, of Nuneaton, who
led a drugs line named after him, made
more than £750,000 profit from his opera-
tion.

The ‘Wheeler line’ saw the 38-year-old
co-ordinate a network
of drivers and runners
to carry out drug deals
on his behalf and drive
him around the coun-

try.

Selling 0.5-gram
to one-ounce units of
cocaine, Wheeler and
his underlings would
keep people indebted
to them by threatening
anyone who couldn’t
pay their debts.

Wheeler was joined
in his operation by
Coventry men David Ball,
39, of Fletchamstead
Highway; Jason Wills,
40, of Burnaby Road;
Liaquat Hussain, 48, of
Middlemarch Road; and
Anthony Hooper, 36,
of Guilsborough Road,
who each carried out a
different role within the drugs line.

Ball was Wheeler’s driver and allowed
him to use one of his bank accounts to
launder his drug profits while Wills and
Hussain operated as street-level dealers.

Hooper also allowed Wheeler to use
his bank account to launder more than
£100,000

An investigation into the drugs line,
involving Coventry local policing area
and West Midlands Police’s county lines
taskforce, established the gang had sold at
least 10 kg of cocaine in 11 months.

In May 2023, Wheeler was arrested from
a car in Coventry where he was found to
be in possession of a phone linked to the

Daniel Wheeler.

drugs line as well as money and a key to
a nearby house in which police found a
large amount of cocaine.

More cocaine, and chemicals used for
cutting the drugs, were found at the
addresses of the other suspects, as well
as more phones and bank cards linked to
illicit accounts.

Wheeler, Ball, Wills and Hussain
received jail sentences ranging from 12
years and eight months to four years and
three months, for conspiracy to supply
class A drugs.

Hooper was given a suspended sentence
of 20 months for money laundering.

Det Cons
Cockbill, from West
Midlands Police’s
county lines taskforce,
said: “Wheeler oper-
ated an incredibly
busy and sophisticated
cocaine line through-
out Coventry and the
surroundmg area.

“He was purely moti-
vated by greed; exploit-
ing and threatening
vulnerable people to
further his drug busi-
ness and avoid police
detection.

“He showed no care
for the misery his drugs
inflicted on the com-
munity and was happy
to threaten violence to
keep people in line.

“The lengthy sentenc-
es reflect the amount of
harm he and his associates caused.”

A West Midlands Police spokesper-
son added: “Our teams across the West
Midlands work round the clock to iden-
tify, investigate and prosecute suspected
county lines drug dealers.

“These criminals exploit vulnerable peo-
ple, including children, and inflict misery
on them and their families by introducing
them to a life of crime.

“If you have suspicions a young person
you know might be at risk of exploitation,
let us know, via 101.”

Visit https://tinyurl.com/ynju7xfu for
more information on county lines drug
dealing.

David

Anthony Hooper.

Liaquat Hussain.
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A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts
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Clubs pay
tribute to
rugby ace
fundraiser

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

HEARTFELT tributes have
been paid to a former rugby
player who raised more than
£1.5million to help others
going through a similar diag-
nosis as him.

Ex-Coventry Rugby Club player
Matt Gallagher died on March 8
— two-and-a-half years after being
diagnosed with Motor Neurone
Disease (MND).

Matt, from Solihull, and his
family set up the Matt Gallagher
Foundation after he was diagnosed
in October 2023, to raise money to
support more than 100 families liv-
ing with MND.

Matt’s family said they were
“heartbroken” by the news their
“devoted husband, loving father and
unbelievable role model” had died.

They said: “Matt wasn’t just
the driving force behind the Matt
Gallagher Foundation, he was an
unbelievable role model, a devoted
husband, and a loving father. His

courage and compassion inspired
everyone who knew him, showing
what it truly means to live with
kindness at the very heart of who
you are.

“Through the foundation, Matt
brought people together, raised
awareness for MND and supported
over 100 families, all while facing
his own battles with remarkable
bravery. With over £1.6 million
raised, his legacy of hope and gen-
erosity is immeasurable.

‘Sleep tight’

“We are deeply grateful to every-
one who has supported the founda-
tion and shown so much love. This
is more than a legacy, it is the mark
of a true hero. We love you Dad
and we will carry you in our hearts
forever. Sleep tight.”

Since the launch of the founda-
tion, Solihull has come together in
Matt’s name to raise funds.

Activities have included a char-
ity cricket match, an annual ball,
a 3km run, a burpee world record
attempt and the Solihull School

€

"
The Solihull ¢ munity came
tegether to hel

t raise more

a .5m for others with MND. s
e m = with M

Matt attended dedicating its annual
charity week to his fund.

Paying tribute, Solihull School
said: “Matt Gallagher was an inte-
gral part of the Solihull School
community as a pupil, a parent, a
friend to many of us and a brilliant
rugby coach.

“Many of the students he coached
will remember his encouragement,
his determination and his belief in
them. We will continue to support
the foundation he set up after his
MND diagnosis.”

Matt began playing at Solihull
Rugby Club aged five and went on
to play for Birmingham Bees by the
age of 18.

He continued his career at
Sheffield Hallam, where he won
the British Polytechnic Cup twice,
and at Nottingham Rugby Club,
playing in the Championship at the

age of 20.

He signed for Coventry RFC in
1996, playing more than 100 games
before leaving in 2001 and conclud-
ing his rugby career at Birmingham
and Solihull, in 2003.

Coventry Rugby Club said:
“Matt was a valued member of the
Coventry rugby family whose con-
nection with the club spanned far
beyond his time on the field.

“While many supporters will
remember him as a talented full-
back who made 100 appearanc-
es for the club, after joining in
1996, those who knew him best will
remember him for his character,
kindness and the way he brought
people together.

“Everyone at Coventry Rugby
sends their heartfelt condolences to
Matt’s family, friends and all those
connected with the Matt Gallagher

The Observer, Friday March 20, 2026

Foundation at this incredibly diffi-
cult time. He will be greatly missed
across the rugby community.”

Birmingham and Solihull RFC
said: “Matt was a valued member
of the B&S family, and rugby more
widely, and will be remembered
fondly by teammates, friends, and
all who knew him around the club.
His courage and determination in
the face of motor neurone disease
inspired many.

“Through The Matt Gallagher
Foundation, he helped raise aware-
ness and support for those affected
by MND across the Midlands and
we are proud the club has been able
to play a small part in supporting its
work. Our thoughts and heartfelt
condolences are with Matt’s fam-
ily, friends and loved ones at this
incredibly difficult time.”

THE

JONES FAMILY

C =0 JEWEILL FR S§6~0

IN-HOUSE
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— Awards 2025 —

FOR APPOINTMENTS EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@TJFJEWELLERS.CO.UK



The Observer, Friday March 20, 2026

Gun fanatic made
own ammo at home

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

A GUN-OBSESSED ‘dooms-
day prepper’ caught with
a pistol and home-made
ammunition has been jail-
ed.

Slovakiannational Stefan Fenyes
was sentenced to five years for
possessing a gun and manufac-
turing live ammunition following
a National Crime Agency (NCA)
investigation.

The 47-year-old told NCA inves-
tigators he had a keen interest
in survivalism and doomsday
prepping.

Fenyes came to the atten-
tion of the NCA after making
227 separate online orders
for items that could be used
to manufacture live ammuni-
tion.

Orders included tools to
reload fired rounds, special-
ly-made brushes to clean gun
barrels and boxes for storing
ammunition.

Fenyes was swiftly arrested,
on March 20 in Leamington,
at his place of work.

His Cattell Road home was
searched and NCA officers
recovered a viable Czech-
manufactured pistol complete
with a loaded magazine and
rounds of live ammunition.

Other items seized from

rels and component parts, as well
as the tools Fenyes had ordered
online to manufacture live ammu-
nition.

He also had military survival
guidebooks and a series of items
relating to hunting and archery,
including a collection of cross-
bows and knives.

In interview, Fenyes claimed
to have sent the pistol to himself
by mistake during a 2024 trip
to Slovakia when, unbeknown to
him, he claimed, it was in a fish-
ing-tackle box he posted to his
UK address.

repper S

the address included gun bar-

Do day prep
jailed for five years. s

Fenyes has been

He told NCA investigators he
was in the process of learning
how to manufacture ammunition
as it would be useful knowledge if
the UK was invaded by a foreign
state, or in a scenario of large-
scale civil unrest.

Rick Mackenzie, NCA senior
investigating officer, said: “Stefan
Fenyes is clearly obsessed with
guns and was intent on assem-
bling an arsenal of weapons.

“Our investigation has, crucial-
ly, removed a lethal firearm from
criminal circulation, as well as
live ammunition.

“While gun crime in the UK
is among the lowest in the
world, suppressing the avail-
ability of illegal firearms to
criminals is a priority for the
NCA.”

“ha en
manufacturing
t

ammunition

a pistol and an arsenal of
weapons. s
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NCA investigatiors recovered
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Rugby Radio Station, photographed in 1933. s

The Observer, Friday March 20, 2026

A photograph of the Rugby Radio Station masts taken from Lilbourne
Road in the 1950s, by Rodney H Huntingford and, inset The Rugby Radio
Station mast alarm panel, dating back to the 1920s. s

How Rugby ruled the airwaves

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A NEW exhibition explores
how Rugby ruled the air-
waves 100 years ago, when
Rugby Radio Station was at
the cutting edge of global
telecommunications.
Opening at Rugby Art Gallery
and Museum on Wednesday, April
15, 100 Years of Rugby Radio cel-
ebrates the centenary of the sta-
tion and features a treasure trove
of apparatus, models and images
from the museum’s social history

collection, dating back to 1926.

Rugby Radio Station became
operational on January 1, 1926,
with its GBR transmitter — then
the world’s most powerful radio
transmitter — sending news broad-
casts and telegrams worldwide.

A year later, the station started
transmitting the iconic time-signal
‘pips’ from the Royal Greenwich
Observatory and launched the
world’s first transatlantic tele-
phone service — with calls cost-
ing £15 for the first three min-
utes (the equivalent of more than
£600 today).

During the Second World War,

Rugby Radio Station opera-
tives supported the RAF during
bombing missions in Germany.
The post-war telecommunica-
tions boom saw the radio station
expand in the 1950s, with its 57
transmitters making it the biggest
station in the world.
Technological advances led
to the station’s GBR transmitter
being decommissioned in 2003.
Four years later, transmissions
from the station came to an end.
Now home to the Houlton hous-
ing development — named after
the town in Maine, USA, which
received the first transatlantic

telephone call — the site’s devel-
opers incorporated Rugby Radio
Station’s grade II listed C build-
ing into Houlton School.
Councillor Maggie O’Rourke,
Rugby Borough Council spokes-
person for partnerships and well-
being, said: “Everyone of a cer-
tain vintage remembers the radio
station’s 250m masts dominating
the skyline as you returned to
Rugby via the M1 or the West
Coast Mainline, a reassuring
reminder you were nearly home.
“But 100 years ago, Rugby
Radio Station placed the borough
at the heart of telecommunica-

tions across the world, pioneer-
ing the first commercial, trans-
atlantic telephone service and
communicating vital information
to Royal Navy ships.”

Coun O’Rourke’s Liberal
Democrat counterpart Coun Neil
Sandison said: “This new exhibi-
tion gives visitors the chance to
discover the rich history of Rugby
Radio Station and find out how
Rugby once ruled the airwaves.”

The exhibition runs from until
Saturday, October 3.

Visit www.ragm.co.uk for more
about exhibitions and events at
Rugby Art Gallery and Museum.

7~ pound for £ they
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

VOLUNTEERS were among
the people and organisations
honoured at the Coventry
Health and Wellbeing
Awards.

At the event, held on behalf
of the city council’s health and
wellbeing board, 25 awards were
given out — including 12 for out-
standing contributions to health
and wellbeing, and eight from the
chair of the board.

Damon Croft, from the Bell
Green Amateur Boxing Gym
which started in January last year,
was among five volunteers to win
prizes. Damon — who helps train
55 youngsters weekly, up from

two initial members — said: “I'm
absolutely delighted to receive this
award. I've seen the Bell Green
Boxing Gym expand and I volun-
teer my time to make a difference
to the young people who come.”

Other projects to receive awards
included the Hillfields Mobile
clinic, which operates a Hillfields
Health Day offering community
support; It’'s K to Talk, which
helps young people affected by
ketamine use to get health assess-
ments; and the Macmillan Welfare
Benefit Team, which provides ben-
efits and advice to people diag-
nosed with cancer.

Dina Oketch, who helps run
the Hillfields Mobile Clinic, said:
“We have been using a mobile van
to raise health awareness in the
Hillfields area and it is really over-
whelming to receive the award for

outstanding contribution to health
and wellbeing.

“We are grateful and we want to
do a lot more work in this area.”

Chair’s Award recipients includ-
ed Coventry City owner Doug
King, for his support with Sky
Blues in the community; and Raja
Mubarak, who has provided prac-
tical and emotional support to iso-
lated elderly residents in the city.

Councillor Kamran Caan, City
Council chair of the health and
wellbeing board, said: “I founded
and launched these awards in 2019
to recognise community members
who uplift our community through
their work and to inspire others to
get involved.

“These are the fifth awards. We
had more than 90 nominations
and the range of awards are proof
of the amazing work that has had a

S rters and —
 year’s Coventry
Ihgmg Awards. s

positive impact on the health and
wellbeing of local people.

“We wanted to recognise volun-
teers as well as organisations and
senior figures — every recipient
has played their part.

“It is important that we highlight
all of their efforts and each one
has their very own personal story
to tell.”

Coventry’s deputy lord mayor,
Coun Roger Bailey, was among
those who presented the awards.

He said: “I know only too well
the importance of health and well-
being and it was a privilege for me
to meet so many deserving award
winners.

“They are a credit to the city
and I hope their work can go from
strength to strength.”

Visithttps://tinyurl.com/4eztwtt5
for the full list of recipients.
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Jobs advice at
Coventry event

RECRUITERS will be on the look-
out for employees at a jobs fair in
Coventry next week.

National and regional employers
will showcase job opportunities,
training options and support servic-
es at The Coventry Jobs Fair, at the
Coventry Building Society Arena,
from 10am to 1pm on March 27.

Roles ranging from entry-level to
senior management will be on offer
from employers in different sectors.

Coventry Building Society, the
University of Warwick, the British
Army, Childbase Partnership and
Prospects are among the organisa-
tions that will advertise vacancies,
offer careers advice and connect
directly with potential applicants.

Sean Heppinstall, head of opera-
tions at Job Fairs by The Bridge
— which organises the event — said:
“We're delighted to be showcasing
so many exciting vacancies from a
real mix of employers.

“Whether just starting out, chang-
ing careers or looking for a fresh
challenge, the Coventry Jobs Fair
is designed to give jobseekers the
confidence, connections and infor-
mation needed to make the first, or
next step in their careers.”

Jenni Ford, director of sales and
marketing at the Coventry Building
Society Arena, said: “As well as
exploring job vacancies, attendees
can pick up useful tips on how to
make their CVs stand out, which
can really help to boost people’s
confidence at what can be a difficult
time.

“It’s such a valuable event for
jobseekers and employers and one
we’re incredibly proud to support.”

Visit https://tinyurl.com/4nrvspck
for tickets to the free event.

The
Electoral
Commission

You need photo ID to vote in the elections in England
No ID? Apply for free voter ID today

Check accepted forms of ID at electoralcommission.org.uk/voteriD
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RUGBY residents are being invit-
ed to play a vital role in protect-
ing local waterways through a
new citizen science initiative.

Rugby Borough Council has
partnered with the University of
Birmingham to train and equip
volunteers to become Rugby River
Champions.

They will monitor the health of
local watercourses — including the
Avon, Swift and Sow Brook - by
measuring pollutants and helping to
identify invasive species.

In doing so, they will build a
detailed picture of river health across
the borough while gaining practical
skills and hands-on experience in
environmental monitoring.

With national figures showing
around three quarters of UK rivers
are in poor ecological health and

only 14 per cent in good condition,
the new project aims to put environ-
mental science into the hands of the
community.

The project is funded by Rugby
Borough Council following sup-
port from the council’s Climate
Emergency Working Group.

Data collected by volunteers will
support the council’s engagement
with local stakeholders, such as
Severn Trent and the Environment
Agency, and prompt action to
improve Rugby watercourses.

To support the scheme, the
University of Birminghamisrecruiting
a dedicated Volunteer Coordinator,
who will lead training sessions, sup-
port volunteers, and work with exist-
ing community groups interested in
taking part.

Coun Alison Livesey, Chair of
Rugby Borough Council’s Climate
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Local volunteers
sought for new

project aimed at
protecting our
key liquid assets

Emergency Working Group, said:
“Rugby borough is full of people who
care deeply about their local environ-
ment, and this project taps straight
into that passion.

“Our volunteers already make an
incredible contribution to our green
spaces, and Rugby River Champions
will take that a step further by giv-
ing people the skills, equipment and
confidence to become environmental
scientists in their own communities.

“This is about curiosity, collabo-
ration and real-world impact. With
the support of the University of
Birmingham, volunteers will be col-
lecting meaningful data that helps us
and our partners better understand
our rivers and take action to protect
them for the future.”

Coun Sam Edwards, Deputy
Chair of the group, said the project
would give residents a chance to

get involved in protecting the rivers
and streams that run through the
borough.

He added: “By training volunteers
to monitor river health, we can build
a clearer picture of the challeng-
es our waterways face and support
action to improve them. The more
residents who take part, the greater
the difference we can make.”

Dr James White, Birmingham
River Champions founder and a
Research Fellow in Water Sciences
at the University of Birmingham,
said: “We're delighted to be working
alongside Rugby Council to launch
the Rugby River Champions initia-
tive, to help address critical environ-
mental issues such as pollution and
biodiversity losses.

“Citizen science is hugely impor-
tant as it allows us to upskill, train
and equip volunteers to collect valu-

able data that enables us to monitor
the health of local waterways and
help inform effective long-term solu-
tions.”

The Rugby River Champions
scheme is due to launch this spring.
Individuals, companies and commu-
nity groups interested in taking part
can email rugbynetzero@rugby.gov.
uk for more information.

Coun Alison Livesey, Chair of the
Rugby Borough Council Climate
Emergency Working Group,

Dr James White, Birmingham
River Champions founder and

a Research Fellow in Water
Sciences at the University of
Birmingham, Working Group
member Coun Isabelle McKenzie,
and River Champion volunteers
Frank Green, Fern Hodges, and
Coun Tony Freeman.

7/te New

WESTON—SUPER—MARE

Friday 27th March — Monday 30th
NOW £199pp

All holidays include three nights accommodation with ‘all you can eat’ breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly entertainment, free bar 6pm-10pm

LATE AVAILABILITY
Special Offers 30% Off

PLUS FREE ROOM UPGRADE (subject to availability)

FREE BAR EVERY NIGHT (6pm-10pm)

Friday 3rd April - Monday 6th

NOW £219pp

Elus ogtlonal coach travel |add' ional cnsq

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk

Friday 22nd May — Monday 25th
NOW £239pp
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ZBED FACTORY Attention
Trading since 1989 Arth ritus

3 floors full of beds (We are bigger than we look)

Specialists in mattresses for people SUffe re I‘S

with back, shoulder and hip pain

In pain with
your back

Many people don’t realise just
how much their mattress can
affect aches, stiffness, and
overall pain,especially in the
back.

Around one in six adults in England
experience back pain (lasting 3+ months) at
any given time.

In Warwickshire alone, it is estimated that

96,531 people suffer from back pain,that’s

about 17.6 % of the population. WHY WAIT? COME
IN STORE TODAY OR
Of those, 60,167 are estimated to have CALL U S 0 N

severe back pain in Warwickshire .
01926 426405

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL

139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
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Rugby Borough FC General Secretary Stu Bishop (right) hopes
the club’s new clean energy technology will support more
investment into its future.

I
A GRASSROOTS football club
in Rugby making great saves on
its energy bills by generating its
own electricity.

Rugby Borough FC has had a new
solar and battery system installed
by E.ON Next and The Football
Association.

The clean energy upgrades, pro-
vided as part of England Football’s
Greener Game programme, are pre-
dicted to save the Kilsby Lane club
more than £4,000 a year.

After an audit by E.ON special-
ists to see exactly how the club was
using energy, the clubhouse was
fitted with a 13kWp solar array con-

N

nected to a 17.4kWh battery that
will store the renewable energy for
when it is needed.

The solar panels and battery stor-
age allow the club to generate and
store its own renewable electric-
ity. Since the audit, the club also
reviewed how it heats water, isolat-
ing one of its gas boilers and halving
its gas usage for water heating by
50 per cent.

For the club, which runs three
full-size 3G pitches used by 92
teams of different ages and stages
of development, every pound saved
can be reinvested back into facili-
ties, future improvements and the
community.

The club’s General Secretary Stu
Bishop said he hoped the new tech-
nology would support more invest-
ment for the club’s future as well as
reduce costs.

Stu said: “We’re a large club with
92 teams, and the clubhouse and
facilities are used seven days and
evenings a week, so these changes
make a big difference for a busy
community club.

“Thanks to the Greener Game, we
were able to install 41 solar panels
on the roof, which will save us a
significant amount of money over
the year — the projected saving is
just over £4,000 per year.

“It’s not just about the impact on

down i

etting those
—eélec trlclty bills

is the

" club’s chiefs

the club, but the wider community
too. The small changes we’ve made
can inspire people to make similar
changes at home. It feels like we're
leading the way in energy saving
within the local community, and
that’s something people are proud
of. That ripple effect is really pow-
erful.”

The Greener Game is set to invest
§1.5million each year into grass-
roots football.

Phil Woodward, The FA’s Head
of Clubs and Facilities, said:
“Improving facilities is a key part
of our grassroots strategy and our
partnership with E.ON Next allows
us to give clubs like Rugby Borough

practical tools and knowledge to
embrace energy-efficient practices
that will not only improve their
operations and benefit the environ-
ment, but will also enable them to
save money.”

Scott Somerville, E.ON UK'’s
Director of External Affairs, added:
“The most effective way to cut bills
is to enable people to generate and
store their own energy.

“If clubs spend less on their ener-
gy bills, they have more to invest
back into what really matters to
them and the communities that love
them.”

Visit www.englandfootball.com/
greenergame for more information.

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing
a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

carehome.co.uk

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with
lots to think about.

Westlands, Rugby

CARE HOME
GROUP

Dewar Close, Rugby

07802 728443
B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

Registered charity number 1012788

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk
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Gym looking trim
after big refurb

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A MAJOR refurbishment of
the gym at Rugby’s council-
owned leisure centre has
been officially opened.

The gym at the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Centre has new ‘Technogym’
cardio and resistance stations, free
weights, training equipment and
flooring.

The gym also has a new layout,
with expanded free weights and
stretching zones to meet demand.

Improvements to the centre’s wet
changing areas include a refresh of
the showers serving the gym, pool

and sauna - including new tiling
and shower fittings.

The revamp also includes
improvements to the gym chang-
ing area and to basins, taps and
mirrors.

The revamp was part of a
£560,000 programme of improve-
ments at the leisure centre funded
by Rugby Borough Council (RBC),
with £360,000 coming from ‘sec-
tion 106’ contributions from devel-
opers and £200,000 from GLL, the
charitable social enterprise which
operates the centre, under the
Better brand.

Section 106 agreements form
part of the planning process and
enable the council to secure finan-
cial contributions from developers

or landowners towards infrastruc-
ture and facilities.

Councillor Maggie O’Rourke, RBC
portfolio holder for partnerships
and wellbeing, said the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Centre had seen a
significant increase in visitors since
2024, with around 3,400 health and
fitness members and 215,000 or so
swimmers taking the plunge in the
centre’s pool every year.

She said: “We want to ensure the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Centre
continues to offer quality sport and
leisure facilities at an affordable
price, supporting the council’s work
to promote the health and wellbeing
of residents.

“This major refurbishment pro-
gramme — funded by section 106

contributions — means the centre’s
gym can now cater for the rising
number of health and fitness mem-
bers, while all visitors can benefit
from the refreshed wet changing
areas which serve the gym, swim-
ming pool and sauna.”

The council opened the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Centre in 2013.

Coun Neil Sandison, RBC’s
Liberal Democrat group spokesper-
son for partnerships and wellbeing,
said: “The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Centre is a core service for the
residents of Rugby, offering access
to facilities which contribute to
improving the community’s health
and wellbeing at prices not avail-
able in the private sector.

“These facilities can — and do —
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From left: GLL partnership
manager Nicola Wood, GLL
director of operations Simon

Sen, RBC finance partner David

Phelan, GLL chief executive
Peter Bundy, Couns Maggie
O’Rourke and Neil Sandison,
RBC_ assistant director for
leisure and wellbeing Tom 3
Kittendorf, and GLL general *
manager Lisa Fletcher. Picture
by Jamie

aid those recovering from serious
conditions, where a fitness regime
can prevent remission and more
hospital care.”

GLL partnership manager Nicola
Wood said community feedback on
the renovations had been ‘fantas-

ic’

She added: “We are thankful
to our partners Rugby Borough
Council for their contribution and
support in making it happen.

“As a co-operative, our shared
commitment to ensuring our com-
munities have access to affordable
sports, leisure and health services
remains a key priority.

“Watch this space for more
improvements to come, later this
year.”

OUR BIG SALE |
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they
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Dancer’s dream conies iﬁm@

Stratford star has joined legendary troupe

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

A YOUNG dancer has real-
ised a dream by making her
debut at the world-famous
Moulin Rouge, in Paris.

Amelia Cook began dancing at
an early age in her home town of
Stratford, driven by a love of ballet.

A natural performer, she became
captivated by the discipline and pre-
cision the art form demands.

Determined to pursue her pas-
sion, she attended Elmhurst Ballet
School, in Birmingham, where she
trained intensively — an important
step that ultimately set her on the
path to the Moulin Rouge.

A corps de ballet member with
Barcelona Ballet, in Spain, a
21-year-old Amelia saw a Moulin
Rouge audition advertised, in Paris,
and didn’t hesitate.

Amelia told The Observer: “1 was
nervous in the days leading up to
the audition as this was my ultimate
dream job but on the day, I was
surprisingly relaxed.

“It was different from other audi-
tions I had done - it was a very posi-
tive experience and environment.
Everyone auditioning was super
nice and supportive. It was the most
fun I've ever had at an audition.”

To join the Moulin Rouge dance
troupe, candidates must demon-
strate a strong foundation in clas-
sical and contemporary dance.
Proficiency in additional dance
styles and strong stage presence
are valuable assets, and candidates
must meet strict height require-
ments of at least 175 cm, for female
dancers, and 185 cm for men.

Two days after the try-out, Amelia
heard she had been successful.

“I was in shock but extremely
proud of myself and grateful,” she
said.

Invite

The Moulin Rouge artistic team
invited her to join a troupe of 90
international dancers. With around
20 dancers, the UK is the second
most represented nationality in the
cast.

Amelia had always known about
the Moulin Rouge - its glamour and
legacy — and had long considered it
her dream to join.

She said: “The dance world is
incredibly demanding and carving
out your place is never easy. Being
able to join such a renowned and
iconic institution, one that cele-
brates women - particularly tall
dancers — was deeply important to
me.”

Her debut in November proved

unforgettable. “After a month of
intense rehearsals, my premiere on
stage was such a surreal expe-
rience,” said Amelia. “I couldn’t
believe it was happening! I was very
proud of myself and the other new
dancers for workmg so hard to get
to this point.”

Although it is difficult for her to
choose a favourite moment, her
highlight was Féerie, an iconic
scene awash with red feathers.

“The red feathers and jewels are
so emblematic of the Moulin Rouge,
and the arm movements have a
beautiful balletic quality that I love,”
she said. “It’s the number that,
whenever I perform it, makes me
think: wow — I'm truly a dancer at
the Moulin Rouge.”

Amelia spent the entire month
of October training intensely,
mastering choreography for the
show, including the famous French
Cancan.

“The French Cancan is such an
iconic piece,” said the dancer. “It’s
the hardest dance in the show, espe-
cially in terms of stamina — but it’s
also the most rewarding when you
see the audience’s reactions.”

Amelia now dances on the 137-
year-old Moulin Rouge stage twice
a night, six days a week, alongside
60 other artists, perfonmng for
thousands of spectators from all
over the world.
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Cancan ready Amelia Cook has realised her dream of dancing at
the Moulin Rouge. Picture by Philippe Wojazer (Moulin Rouge). s
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Comeonin...

Discover an easier life
with McCarthy Stone.
Independent living in your
own well-appointed, warm
and cosy apartment. With
friendly neighbours, there
if you need them.

Enjoy a welcome that feels
like coming home. You'll
soon see why so many

of our homeowners tell

us they wish they'd

moved sooner.

Call today on
0800 201 4429
to book your visit.

McCarthy Stone

Properties nationwide for the over 55s to buy,
rent or for Shared Ownership*

Join us at at one our events. Scan the QR code or see
mccarthystone.co.uk for details.

RUGBY
Knox Court,
Bilton Road CV22 7BA

Located close to all the amenities
of the bustling town centre, you
can enjoy your own spacious
apartment and so much more.
Flexible care and support
packages are available and freshly
prepared meals are served daily
in the bistro”.

Prices from £289,950"

SHIRLEY
Wheatley Place,
Stratford Road B90 4GZ

Located in sought-after Shirley,
features include flexible care and
support packages and an on-site
bistro serving fresh meals daily”.
There's an Estate Manager on-site
24/7 and the communal facilities
include a wonderful roof terrace
and wellness suite.

Prices from £279,995"

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
Romeo Place,
Alcester Road CV37 9WF

Set in a thriving medieval town,
you can immerse yourself in

an area steeped in history and
charm. The beautifully finished,
low maintenance retirement
apartments, offer luxurious and
contemporary living in a modern
and secure community.

Prices from £287,500"

A STUDLEY
I Priory Place,
Alcester Road B80 7AR

Conveniently located in the
picturesque village of Studley,

with a host of local amenities

on your doorstep. Facilities include
a stunning communal lounge and
landscaped gardens. You're also
looked after by the friendly
on-site manager.

Prices from £199,995"

Homes Information correct at time of print."Extra charge applies. *Subject to availability. See mccarthystone.co.uk/shared-ownership for more details.

England
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Mayor Richard
Parker, left,
with WMCA
chief executive
Ed Cox at the
launch of the
West Midlands
Growth Plan. s

Review praises ‘ambition’

AMBITION strong leadership and a motivat-
ed workforce are driving the West Midlands
Combined Authority (WMCA) to deliver real
change for its residents and the region’s
economy - according to its first Corporate
Peer Challenge by the Local Government
Association (LGA).

The four-day review, which took place in
November, involved more than 40 meetings
and discussions with over 170 staff, council-
lors and external partners.

The LGA report described the WMCA as an
ambitious and evolving organisation with a
clear commitment to inclusive growth.

It highlighted improved political collabo-
ration, strong partnerships and a renewed
sense of unity across the region.

The review noted the collaborative lead-
ership of Mayor Richard Parker and chief
executive Ed Cox, and praised the launched
‘West Midlands Growth Plan as a “robust and
compelling vision” for the region.

Mr Parker said: “The peer team recog-
nised our ambition, our Growth Plan and

the strength of our partnerships. They saw
a region working together and determined
to succeed.

“Deeper devolution is coming. We are
ready to take on more responsibility and use
it to deliver jobs, homes, growth and jour-
neys for everyone.”

The report highlights decisive action
underway across the region, including the
decision to bring buses back under public
control, plans to expand the tram network
and improve regional connectivity and plans
to create 100,000 jobs and deliver around
120,000 new homes.

The review sets out clear priorities for
the next phase, including integrating the
Mayor’s priorities into a coherent medium-
term organisational plan and creating a clear
and compelling West Midlands narrative.

The authority says it has already begun
implementing these recommendations
through its transformation programme.

The full LGA Corporate Peer Challenge
report is available on the WMCA'’s website.
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Failing to act on
climate change
‘to cost millions’

THE WEST Midlands Mayor has warned
that failing to act on climate change could
cost the region more than $600million a
year within this decade - rising to nearly
&3billion annually by the 2050s.

This comes as Richard Parker unveiled a
new five-year plan to protect jobs, infrastruc-
ture and economic growth.

Analysis commissioned by the West
Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA) shows
that climate impacts could reduce regional
economic output by over $§600m every year
by 2030, and up to £2.9bn per year by mid-
century if risks are not addressed.

Launching the West Midlands Climate
Change Five Year Plan, the Mayor said the
choice facing the region is clear: act now to
strengthen infrastructure and unlock clean
growth or pay a far higher economic price
later.

Mr Parker said: “Climate change is already
costing our economy. Flooded roads, disrupt-
ed rail lines, supply chain shocks and rising
energy bills all hit businesses and working
families.

“Doing nothing is not cheaper. It’s far more
expensive.

“This plan is about protecting our econo-
my, backing our manufacturers and making
sure the West Midlands stays competitive in
a changing world.”

The plan focuses on removing barriers to
investment and growth, including tackling

grid capacity constraints that delay renew-
able energy and industrial electrification,
establishing a Regional Heat Decarbonisation
Unit to unlock shared heat infrastructure and
creating a blended regional investment facil-
ity to attract long-term private capital.

The Mayor said infrastructure bottlenecks
- particularly around electricity grid capac-
ity - are already slowing business investment
in new facilities and clean manufacturing
processes.

The plan also sets out proposals to work
with government and national agencies to
secure devolved funding and clearer regional
carbon accounting frameworks, giving the
West Midlands greater control over delivery
as well as further resources and powers for
the deployment of adaption measures to help
address climate change.

Energy Secretary Ed Miliband, added:
“This is a hugely important deal for the West
Midlands — and like so many local authori-
ties across the country, the region is simply
getting on with climate action because it’s
the right thing to do for bills, jobs, energy
security and future generations.

“This deal will unlock investment in clean
homegrown energy, cut grid delays and help
us take back control of energy, delivering
a more secure and brighter future for local
communities across the region.”

The Five Year Plan runs from 2026 to 2031
and forms part of the Mayor’s wider Growth
Plan for the region.
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Following on from the fantastic response to
our debut "Winter' edition of Seasons,
we're delighted to announce that Seasons
'Spring' edition is about to be sprung.

Pick up a copy locally for free, or simply

As the days grow longer and our towns,
villages and the countryside emerge from
the long dark days of winter, we are all
enjoying the arrival of the 'Spring' of 2026.
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n of Seasons, or if you 'd like more detalls -
just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Paul, Gareth or Sharon.

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team

Seasons

The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
will celebrate everything
uplifting, inspiring and
quintessentially local across
the three counties of
Warwickshire, Worcestershire
and the West Midlands.

The beautifully glossy AS
magazine will once again be
freely available in print, from a
major supermarket near you -
and, the 'Spring' edition of
Seasons will also be available |

247 on line and will be
showcased across all of our v
local Observer and Standard
Newspapers, websites and
social media platforms for the
next 12 months.

So you'll be able to enjoy the
exclusive, evergreen, editions
of Seasons by logging on to
www.seasons-magazine.com

where you can browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247
and soon, you'll be able to
enjoy the 'Spring' edition of
Seasons too!
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Latest figures prompt warning
of prosecutions for dog owners

DOG owners are being warned
to keep their pets under control
in the countryside - or face the
possibility of prosecution.

The Dogs (Protection of Livestock)
(Amendment) Act was passed ear-
lier this year, following prolonged
industry campaigning, granting
police enhanced powers to address
dog attacks on farm animals in
England and Wales.

New figures released by Stratford-
based rural insurer NFU Mutual
estimate that farm animals in the
Midlands worth £438,000 were
severely injured or killed last year in
dog attacks.

‘While that marks a three per cent
fall in the Midlands on the previous
year, the national figure was ten per
cent up at £1.95million.

The data coincides with findings
from a new NFU Mutual survey of
more than 1,400 dog owners which
revealed 5 per cent let their dogs off
leads in the countryside.

But alarmingly, one in ten admit-
ted their dog has no recall while 44
per cent said their dogs came back
only ‘some’ or ‘most of the time’.

One in 20 dog owners confessed
their dogs had chased livestock,
and more than three-fifths felt other
dog owners in their area did not
treat livestock worrying as a serious
issue.

Despite this, some seven in ten
said they were not actively taking
steps to prevent their dogs from

chasing and almost two-thirds did
not believe their dogs were capable
of harming or killing animals.

NFU Mutual rural affairs specialist
Hannah Binns said: “As the lambing

season gets underway, a time when
pregnant ewes and newborn lambs
are vulnerable, it is deeply concern-
ing to see the estimated cost of
livestock worrying rise to nearly 2

million in 2025.

“As a sheep farmer’s daughter, I
know first-hand the hard work, long
hours and emotional investment
that goes into the lambing season.

Dog owners are being warned
they could face prosecution if
their pets attack farm animals.

For farmers and their families, wit-
nessing these horrific incidents or
finding injured or dead livestock
after an attack can be utterly heart-
breaking.

“Farmers across the UK are liv-
ing with the constant fear of repeat
incidents, which cause immense suf-
fering to livestock and can trauma-
tise all involved in dealing with the
aftermath. Anecdotally, we continue
to hear reports of dogs injuring
or killing sheep while owners are
either unable to control their pets or
are nowhere to be found.

“Ignoring the risks is never an
option; regardless of breed, size, or
temperament, all dogs can chase,
injure or kill livestock. Even with-
out physical contact, the stress of
being chased can lead to exhaustion
and stress, and in some cases sepa-
rate young lambs from their moth-
ers, which can lead to them being
orphaned.

“It is crucial dog owners act
responsibly by keeping their pets
on leads wherever livestock may be
nearby to prevent these needless
attacks. If there is an incident, we
urge those involved to do the right
thing by informing a local farmer
and reporting it to the police, so
that any injured animals are not left
suffering in pain.”

The Aberystwyth Coastal Voyager

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

Saturday 6 June 2026
Enjoy a day trip to Aberystwyth.

This unusual and contrasting day excursion will take us
to the Cambrian Coast resort of Aberystwyth via the
Midlands and Shropshire. An added attraction will be
the change of motive power at Oxley, where our Class
37 will be augmented by a Class 97, a former Class 37
locomotive now fitted with ERTMS to enable the train
to run on the Cambrian Line west of Shrewsbury.

There is much to savour on this trip, as the spectacular
scenery of mid Wales unfolds through wide valleys and
steep passes along the way.

Join us from Rugby, Coventry or Birmingham
International to visit Aberystwyth.

CLASSIC LOCOMOTIVES * SCENIC JOURNEYS ¢ FASCINATING DESTINATIONS
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RAILHOLIDAYS

Refreshments available to purchase on board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability. Images are for illustration
purposes only — locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply — see website for further details. The Railway Touring Company - The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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Russell Lane

The Jewellers of Warwick

TIME TO HAVE A SORT OUT?

Been meaning to do
something with all

those pieces you are
no longer wearing?

NOW IS THE TIME

Gold and silver
jewellery
purchased.

Any amount, any
condition.

Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk
Tel: 01926 494 494 | Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk
2 High Street, Warwick CV34 4AP
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trallblazmg
| youth jobs
programme

Mayor Richard Parker at the launch of the Youth Trailblazer programme, in Walsall. s

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

MORE THAN 800 unem-
ployed young people across
the West Midlands have
benefited from a &£5million
job support fund under the
government’s Get Britain
‘Working initiative.

The West Midlands is one of eight
‘Youth Guarantee Trailblazers’ in
England, that secured funding to
help young people who are not in
education, employment or training
(NEET) get into work.

With the third highest rate of 16
to 24-year-old NEETS in England,

the region’s Youth Trailblazer
programme has been focused on
breaking down barriers preventing
young people getting into work.

West Midlands mayor Richard
Parker has committed a further
&5million to extend the programme
for another year.

Mr Parker said: “Right now,
around a quarter of people in our
region don’t have the skills they
need to land quality jobs and that’s
a big reason why too many young
people are out of work.

“Giving young people skills and
job opportunities is at the heart of
my West Midlands works plan.”

Youth Trailblazer, which is being
led by the West Midlands Combined

Authority (WMCA) and delivered in
close collaboration with partners,
has seen interventions take place.

Those include grant funding to
help employers lay on work experi-
ence opportunities for NEETS and
the opening up of key training pro-
grammes to 18-year-olds so they
can progress into apprenticeships,
training and employment.

RSPCA Coventry and District is
one employer that has been part of
the Youth Trailblazer activity.

Emma Davies, the organisation’s
marketing and fundraising man-
ager, has been working with one
young person, Niah Swift, at the
charity.

She said: “The Youth Trailblazer

has been an amazing help to us.
As a small charity, independently
funded to the national RSPCA, we
want to strengthen our work within
the local community.

“This scheme has been an effec-
tive way to do this and has led
to us offering Niah a permanent
position as a receptionist. She’s
been an asset to the organisation
from day one and we're looking to
see how else we can increase our
workforce.”

It is expected Youth Trailblazer
funding will have supported more
than 1,000 NEET individuals, aged
18 to 21, in its first year, with
another 1,000 getting help during
this year and next.
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Cash available
for developers

THE REGION’S smaller develop-
ers have been urged to consider
applying for millions of pounds
of funding to help get housing
schemes under way.

The West Midlands Combined
Authority (WMCA) wants hous-
ing developers to take advantage
of the financial support on offer
to help build the affordable homes
needed to tackle the region’s hous-
ing crisis.

Around &£57million has been
secured by the WMCA, alongside
existing funding for the coming
year, to help build new homes on
derelict industrial land and other
vacant urban sites.

Developers typically find build-
ing on such sites too difficult or
expensive to undertake on their
own because of the high cost of
cleaning up the land.

Max Abbott, the WMCA’s head
of development and delivery, said:
“If you have a housing scheme of
10 homes or more but are strug-
gling to make it work financially,
then I would encourage you to get
in touch and see if we can help
make your vision a reality.

“This is an opportunity for pri-
vate developers to secure the sup-
port they need to get spades in
the ground and help tackle our
region’s housing crisis, changing
thousands of lives for the better.”

Since 2018, the WMCA has
awarded around $159million to
private and public-sector develop-
ers, unlocking more than 8,500
new homes, mostly on derelict
industrial sites that are often
referred to as ‘brownfield’ land.

Email invest@wmeca.org.uk for
more information.

e
(THE RAILWAY TOURING COMPANY)

The Cumbrian Mountain Express

Bob Green

Steam to Carlisle.

Carlisle Railway.

Settle and Carlisle line.

* From £115 per person

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500

Saturday 28 March and 9 May 2026

* Premier Dining available

This trip provides a wonderful opportunity for
passengers to get out and about during the spring
months with the added bonus of steam haulage over
the Northern Fells, including the spectacular Settle &

We have a high speed journey down the West Coast
Main Line to Carnforth, hauled by a blue Class 86
electric locomotive. We then enjoy a circular steam
tour outwards via Shap to Carlisle and back via the

¢ Departs Rugby, Nuneaton and Crewe

MAGNIFICENT LOCOMOTIVES * SCENIC JOURNEYS ¢ FASCINATING DESTINATIONS

BRITISH
TRAVEL
AWARDS

BESTTRAVEL CONPANY
AL LTS

BEST SPECIAL NTEREST

AL LTS HOLIDAY COMPANY

On-board dining options available. Refreshments available to purchase on-board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability.
The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply - see website for details. Images are for illustration purposes only - locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company - The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King’s Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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Last year’s very first Moonlight Walk was hailed a record-breaking success.

Spotlight on fundraiser

THE MYTON Hospices’ most successful
fundraiser is back for another year.

The Moonlight Walk, on Friday April 17,
will light up Warwick Castle and Warwick
town centre with light trails and moonlight
zones.

Participants can choose from 5km or
10km routes, both starting at the castle and

taking them through the streets of Warwick.

The Moonlight Walk is an opportunity to
come together with friends and family in
support of Myton — which has hospices in
‘Warwick, Rugby and Coventry — and also to
celebrate those who are no longer with us.

Last year’s very first moonlight walk
boasted 2,100 fundraisers — the largest
number to take part in a single event in the
charity’s history and raised a record-break-
ing £231,000.

Myton spokesperson Natalie Walker said:
“We’'re incredibly excited to welcome you
to this year’s Moonlight Walk, following the
wonderful success of last year’s event. It's
set to be a truly special night, and we can’t
wait to see you there.”

Visit www.mytonhospice.org/Moonlight
for more details.
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Care home is in
the top twenty

A CARE home in Warwickshire has been
recognised as one of the best in the West
Midlands, following feedback from resi-
dents and their families.

The Royal British Legion Galanos House
care home in Southam has been named a Top
20 Care Home in the West Midlands by care-
home.co.uk - places it among the top-rated
homes out of 1,576 care homes across the
‘West Midlands.

The accolade is based entirely on inde-
pendent reviews written by residents, along
with their friends and relatives.

Jo-Anne Wilson, registered manager of
The Royal British Legion, Galanos House,
said: “What makes this recognition so special
is that it is based on independent reviews
from our residents and their families. It tells

us that the people who matter most feel the
warmth, dignity and respect that sit at the
heart of everything we do.

“As part of the Royal British Legion, our
ethos is rooted in service, integrity, and
compassion. We are privileged to care for
veterans and their families, and we never for-
get the sacrifices they have made. Honouring
their Armed Forces connection while deliv-
ering exceptional, person-centred care is
something we take great pride in every single

ay.

“This award truly belongs to our hard-
working employees and volunteers. They
go above and beyond in ways that often
aren’t seen — through small acts of kind-
ness, patience, professionalism, and genuine
fnendshlp

Adult care services rated good

ADULT Social Care in Warwickshire has
been rated ‘good’ in a recent inspection.

The assessment by the Care Quality
Commission praised Warwickshire as a
well-run local authority with experienced
leadership, clear vision and strong sup-
port for adult social care, describing an
organisational culture that is open, princi-
pled, and focused on doing what’s right.

Inspectors noted Warwickshire’s
strong commitment to ensuring equal-
ity of access, inclusion and rsonalised
care, underpinned by high quality Care Act
assessments framed around the principle
of “What matters to me?”

‘Warwickshire was commended for effec-

tive management of safeguarding con-
cerns and enquiries, strong relationships
with NHS partners and voluntary sector
organisations, smooth and effective transi-
tions between children’s services and adult
social care, with clear plans to further
enhance the offer for young people and
their families, and committed teams deliv-
ering high quality care.

The CQC also identified areas where
improvements could be made.

Pete Sidgwick, director of Social Care
and Support, said: “This outcome reflects
the dedication of our staff, the resilience of
our provider market, and the strong part-
nerships we have across Warwickshire.

* % % % A
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the North Yorkshire Moors
Departing Mon 15 Jun ‘26

sweeping landscapes of the North York Maors.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby

& breakfast
¢/ Entertainment some evenings

& York
Optional excursion to Beverley & Filey (E12pp)

5 Days by Coach only £409

Single Supplement £100

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

By Coach from Coventry, Rugby

Scarborough, Yor, Whitby &

Discover Yorkshire’s stunning coast and moorland on this five-day
escape based in Scarborough. Highlights include historic Whitby with
its dramatic cliffs and abbey, the scenic village of Goathland and the

¢/ 4 nights at the Royal Hotel, Scarborough (JG2 rating) with dinner

¢ Excursions to Whitby, North Yorkshire Moors (Goathland & Pickering)

Trustpilot

Legens of

Liverpool & Historic Chester
Departing Sun 10 May ‘26

Explore Liverpool’s vibrant streets, famous for music and maritime
history and Chester’s Roman and medieval charm. On this tour, we
stay at the central Adelphi Hotel and enjoy a guided coach tour of

Liverpool’s legendary spots.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry
¢/ 4 nights at the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool (JG2 rating) with dinner

& breakfast

¢/ 2for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

+ Guided city tour of Liverpool
¢/ Excursion to Chester

Reader Travel

Isle of Wigh

Weekend

Departing Fri 25 Sep ‘26

A long weekend by the sea beckons on this lovely escape to the
Isle of Wight. Beloved since Queen Victoria’s reign, follow in the
footsteps of royalty and relax at our base in a popular seaside resort

and discover other highlights during an optional trip!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

& breakfast

v/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Rugby, Coventry
¢ 3 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel, Shanklin (JG2+ rating) with dinner

¢/ Entertainment some evenings

v/ Excursion to Newport
Optional Island Highlights tour (E15pp)

Optional excursion to Southport (£12pp)

5 Days by Coach only £379

Single Supplement £80

or visit us online at

n justgohols

justgoholidays.com/OSG

4 Days by Coach only £309

Single Supplement £60
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predict numbex
of school pla%&es

COUNCIL chiefs have been
pulled up on overestimating the
number of school places needed
in Warwickshire.

Warwickshire County Council’s
children and young people’s over-
view and scrutiny committee
called in WCC’s Annual Education
Sufficiency Update after it was
approved by Cabinet in December.
The report aims to ensure the coun-
ty has enough school places to
meet future needs.

But the scrutiny committee
raised concerns around forecasting
assumptions, particularly around
migration, new housing develop-
ments and the potential risk of
creating too many places in certain

areas.

The committee stated an
over provision of school places
would undermine the viability of
some existing primary schools.
Committee members pointed out
that while new housing was being
built across the county, new hous-
ing in itself does not create people.
NHS data revealed there had been
a local reduction in population of
around ten per cent since Covid,
due to low birth rates and a sharp
reduction in the net migration into
‘Warwickshire.

While the committee resolved
not to overturn Cabinet’s original
decision, it recommended moves
to help councillors improve future
forecasting - including workshops

will be organised by the Education
Service. Cabinet has since agreed
the moves.

WCC education spokesperson
Coun Wayne Briggs said: “Ensuring
we have the right number of school
places across the county is one
of our most important responsi-
bilities. Forecasting is complex and
must take account of a range of
factors, including housing growth,
birth rates and migration patterns.

“I welcome the constructive scru-
tiny provided by the children and
young people’s overview and scru-
tiny committee and am pleased that
Cabinet has approved these recom-
mendations.

“These steps will help ensure that
future sufficiency updates continue

to be evidence-led and responsive
to local circumstances, support-
ing strong, sustainable schools for
Warwickshire’s children and young
people.”

B THOUSANDS of families across
‘Warwickshire have found out which
secondary school their child will
attend this September,

A total of 6,938 applications
were received by the October 31
deadline for the 2026/27 academic
year. Of these, 83 percent were
offered their first-choice secondary
school on National Offer Day on
March 2.

Overall, nearly 95 percent have
been offered a place at one of their
top three preferences.

across the coun

t
most important
. ‘T Picture byyc
r
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WCC say ensuring the rig
number of school places exi
was one of it
sponsibilitie:

Coun Briggs said: “I would like
to thank parents and carers for
submitting their applications on
time and for carefully considering
their school preferences. We are
pleased that the majority of chil-
dren have secured a place at one of
their preferred schools, reflecting
our continued work to ensure there
are sufficient good quality school
places available in the right loca-
tions across the county.

“We wish all our Year 6 pupils
every success as they look to start
secondary school in September.”

The National Offer Day for pri-
mary and junior school places is on
April 16.

Visit www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
admissions for more details.

CELEBRATING

YEARS

pDirect
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loor
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Auctioneers and Valuers Ltd

Free Private Anthues &
Jewellery Valuations

We offer a FREE, no obligation, home valuation service, where one of
our valuers can come to your home and value your items

This service is perfect for those who:

Have a lot of items they’d like valuing

Would prefer a more private valuation of their items

Have large items they can’t get to one of our valuation events

Can’t get to one of our valuation events

We can give valuations of Silver, Gold, Jewellery, Watches, Pictures,
Furniture, Antiques, and Collectables

For more information and to arrange a visit, contact:

T: Hansons Warwickshire 07470 459309
E: clivejones@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk =&
Hansons Auctioneers, Etwall, Derbyshlre DE65 6LS
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Underlining
support over
neurodiversity

WEST Midlands Railway (WMR) has
reaffirmed support for neurodiverse
passengers.

As part of Neurodiversity Celebration
Week, which began on Monday and runs
until today (Friday), March 16 to 20, the
train operator is restocking stations with
its sensory packs which were launched last
summer.

Please can you assist |
me to the train.

The bags are available on request from
ticket offices and contain foam ear plugs,
sunglasses, fidget toys and a stress ball to
support neurodiverse customers in manag-
ing sensory overload while travelling.

Journey planner notepads are also being

rolled out to stations across WMR’s network
following a successful trial earlier this year.

Recognising that some passengers prefer
information to be written down on paper,
ticket office staff can use the notepads to
write down journey plans.

Each page features useful information
such as how to book passenger assistance,
customer relations contact details and social
media handles.

For customers who need sup-
port communicating, Travel
Assistance Cards are free to
request from stations or order
from WMR’s website - the cards
are available in a range of differ-
ent phrases, such as ‘I need help
buying a ticket’ and ‘Please be
patient, I have a disability’.

Javeriah Abbas, passenger
assistance delivery manager at
‘WMR, said: “Making the railway
accessible for everyone is a key
priority for us.

“We recognise that railway
stations can be a difficult envi-
ronment for neurodiverse pas-
sengers, so this Neurodiversity
Celebration Week, we want to raise aware-
ness of the options available to help manage
sensory overload and support communica-
tion.

“Our colleagues receive accessibility train-
ing, so passengers can feel confident asking
staff for support while travelling with us.”
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The RSPCA hopes Britain’s under-appreciated animals will get their moment on
new banknotes.

ANIMAL HOPES: AN ANIMAL charity
hopes some of Britain’s ‘under-appreciated’
animals could get their moment in the spot-
light.

This comes following the Bank of
England’s announcement that future ban-
knotes would feature wildlife.

The RSPCA says some of the UK’s wildlife
was often misunderstood and even unfairly
labelled as ‘pests’. But, the charity added, it
hoped the new banknotes could help change
perceptions and encourage people to see
the value of all wildlife.

Geoff added: “Brits love wildlife - and ani-
mals like foxes, gulls, rats, and pigeons are
clever and adaptable, and each have their
own interesting personality. Rats have been
trained to detect disease and locate land-
mines, while pigeons played key roles in
both World Wars, carrying messages - and
we think that’s worth celebrating.”

According to the charity’s Animal

Kindness Index, the public now identify
protecting wildlife as the top issue they wish
to see the RSPCA address - backing up the
UK’s reputation as a home to wildlife and
nature lovers.

Geoff Edmond, wildlife expert at the
RSPCA, said: “Showcasing our native wild-
life on everyday banknotes is a wonderful
way to celebrate the animals that we share
our towns, cities and countryside with -
including the ones who don’t always make
the ‘most-popular’ lists.

“While some animals are obvious favour-
ites, there are many amazing animals that
we see everyday that are often overlooked,
or misunderstood.

“What about the pigeons who have been
our friends for thousands of years, or rats,
with their amazing memories, or even gulls,
with their amazing levels of intelligence?

“They are all fascinating wild animals in
their own right - and deserve recognition
too.”

Friday 23rd October 2026
Hotel: 4* Delta Hotels York

‘:4‘"4“ f?'“
Friday 22nd May 2026
Hotel 4* Prom Hotel

JOFINSONS

Part of the Coach Travel Group
Treat yourself to a great-value overnight getaway

Travel from our Henley-in-Arden departure point
One-night stay with breakfast at 3 or 4 /= hotels

a :\. ‘k' LS i — .
Fridays 24th April and 28th August 2026
Hotel: 4* Imperial Hotel Blackpool

BLACKPOOL

g

| s
Friday 24th July 2026
Hotel: 4* Crowne Plaza Leeds

i
Fridays 22nd
Hotel: 4* Hard Days Night Hotel

Express Breaks

Now On Sale
from £175!

LIVERPOOL

Also vie

day trips
scanning

dl R

il !
May and 14th August 2026

helow

:
Fridays 7th August and 2nd October 2026
Hotel 4* Copthorne Hotel Manchester Salford Quays

Start planning now - Choose from a wide range of trips, including summer days out,
with return coach travel and admissions included

our 2026

OR code

Express
Breaks to be
announced

W

by
the

= O

Book today: 01564 797000 www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk
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e Spring at Avoncroft Museum A oncroft
eaift P March & April 2026 Museum

j o
Wi Pre Book Mothers Day weekend
to include a Cream Tea & admission to *Kids Go Free *
.02y Avoncroft Museum Golden Egg Hunt & Easter Trail

e O‘ii\\ 14 & 15 March 28 & 29 March 1to6 8to12 April %%
[=;:

\\0\'\) 27 b

discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 4]JR

Living History Festival ~ Avoncroft =,
Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 April 2026 e

It's Time....to Time Travel!

Experience the best in Living History from the Bronze Age to the Cold War
*Market Stalls *Hands on Activities *Living History Displays *Food & Drink

Book your early bird discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk

¢ Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worceslershire, B60 4JR
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ardeners

ould

start to &

prepare
for summer

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

MARCH is the month for get-
ting the garden ready for the
summer months ahead.

Sowing seeds should be at the top
of your ‘to do’ list.

Give seeds soil that is wet and
warm enough and off they go. A
good rule of thumb is, the bigger
the seed, the deeper it needs to be
in the soil to germinate.

Some seeds can be sown direct
into the ground, such as vegeta-
bles, whilst others prefer to be in
seed trays and a slighter warmer
environment, to be given a good
fighting chance.

Spring is also the perfect time to
start feeding plants but the feeding

regime needs to be tailored to the
needs of specific plant types.

For young plants, grown from
seed and cuttings, use a diluted,
shop-bought liquid feed when the
first leaves or growth show.

The same applies to houseplants
or plants in pots.

For fruit trees and bushes, use
potassium-rich organic feed (made
from seaweed, nettles or comfrey).

Most vegetable crops benefit
from regular mulching with organic
matter such as homemade compost
or locally produced mulch.

Brassicas and potatoes need an
organic feed yearly, in early spring:
poultry manure pellets, comfrey
pellets and seaweed meal with some
well-rotted organic matter.

For anyone looking for an instant
burst of colour, a simple solution
is to create a hanging basket by

mixing hardy annuals with small
evergreen shrubs for all-year-round
interest.

Although most baskets are plant-
ed in late spring and put outdoors,
after the risk of frost has passed,
they can also be filled with frost
resistant flowers and plants for col-
our over winter and early spring.

Favourites

Hardy favourites include pansies,
violas, primulas and winter-flower-
ing heathers, along with bulbs like
crocuses. Make sure there is good
drainage and moist soil.

For anyone growing their own
fruit and veg, March is the last
chance to prune apples and pears
before their buds burst.

As the soil warms up and weeds
begin to grow, this is a sign that

it’s also time to carry out the first
outdoor seed sowings — cabbages,
broccoli, cauliflowers, kale, peas,
broad beans, maincrop onions,
parsnips and turnips can all be
sown this month.

It’s also time for that post-winter
tidy up, especially pruning out ram-
bling roses. Remove thick old stems
and try to finish in early March.

Cut back old stems to just above
ground level with loppers or a hand
saw and cut at an angle to allow
water to run off and reduce the risk
of rot. That will encourage new,
vigorous growth and improve the
overall health of the rose.

As a rule, only take out about a
third of the whole plant as any more
may reduce flowering, and don’t
forget to mulch around the base
after pruning.

Other garden jobs for March sug-
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Violas can ?
colour to
hal s

gested by the Royal Horticultural
Society include:

EPruning bushes and climbing
roses

EPlanting onion sets and shal-
lots

EPlanting
bulbs

WPlanting early potatoes

WLifting and dividing overgrown
clumps of perennials

EMowing the lawn on dry days
(if needed)

ECutting back ornamental grass-
es left standing over winter

EPruning buddleia

WFeeding trees, shrubs and hedg-
es

EStarting to sow vegetable seeds
outside in mild areas eg, broad
beans, carrots, parsnips, beetroot,
onions, lettuces, radish, peas and
spinach.

summer flowering

LIVE MUSIC:

19" MARCH: TINA TURNER EXPERIENCE
20™ MARCH: FLEETWOOD UNCHAINED

215" MARCH: F EARLESSL\E)TAYLOR (TAYLOR SWIFT TRIBUTE)

AN - BARNT GREEN CH

9™ AP UPERSTARS

0™ APRIL THE RADIOHEAD PROJECT

11™ APRIL: THE ANNIE LENNOX & EURYTHM[CS SHOW
12™ APRIL: SHANIA TWAIN - BY SHANIA LIVE

17" APRIL: ONE NIGHT OF ADELE - I\AOMI JOHNSON

2°" MAY: GIVE ME THE NIGHT (GEORGE BENSON TRIBUTE)
3" MAY: THE SABRINA CARPENTER TRIBUTE

4™ MAY: CASSIDY JOHNSON SINGS CAROLE KING

8™ MAY: AND FINALLY PHIL COLLINS

TH

: OASISH
14™ MAY: ELTON’S SONG - BEYOND THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD

15® MAY: THIS IS MERSEYBEAT

16™ MAY: CLASSIC
l7"‘ MAY: CELEBRATING

ROCK REVIVA

CELINE -
22" MAY: FRANKIE - THE CONCERT (FT THE FALSETTOS
29™ MAY: RHINESTONE COWBOY: THE GLEN CAMBELL

L
A NEW DAY

30" MAY: BURN DEEP PURPLE TRIBUTE
5% JUNE: THE CARPENTERS EXPERIENCE

s . Al
6" JUNE: EVERLY BROTHERS BY CANDLELIGHT
19™ JUNE: BEEGEES YOU SHOULD BE DANCING
26™ JUNE: I'M EVERY WHITNEY

%/IICHA\EL JACKSON EXPERI ENCE

‘ ARTRIX IS

VOLUNTEERS

r tr\xbromsﬂroh €.CO.

ELTON'S SONG:

_ i)
'ARTRIX

‘BEYOND THE
"YELLOW BRICK

. 14TH MAY 2026
-DOORS 19:00 | STARTS 19:

29 AUGUST 2026

FOR THE the
PEOPLE OF g
BROMSGROVE

gTORY e e

/thekillerskollective

Y R R e ooy

H I 1
LBULY GIDEMNITIVE CRNESlE o i
6”T'HAUGI}(S'1[“) %%%IX\R%()(?F FENDER ‘I\\LHILE IE\IF\!I'II?R?{

4™ SEPTEMBER: LUKE COMBS EXPERIENCE IS UNDERGOING
EVENT CINEMA: AR T HIE
31T MARCH: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: SIEGFRIED

20" APRIL: NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: ALL MY SONS

2177 APRIL: ROVAL OPERA LIVE: THE MAGIC FLUTE =

5™ MAY: ROYAL OPERA LIVE: EUGENE ONEGIN
28™ MAY: NT LIVE: LIVE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
25™ JUNE: NT LIVE: LES LIAISONS DANGEROUS

12-14™ MARCH: THE GREAT BRITISH BAKEOFF THE MUSICAL
22> MARCH: DISNEY NEWSIES JR.
2P APRIL: KRAPP’S LAST TAPE

BOX OFFICE: BUY ONLINE, IN PERSON OR CALL
01527 361 324 // ARTRIXBROMSGROVE.CO.UK

BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:

MON: (6-8PM), WED: 10AM-12PM, SAT: 10AM-12PM

10”’ MARCH

BUT
THNA TURE\ ER H‘ ‘,.ﬁﬁ' NDA
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units

Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries Q

Soffits, fascias and guttering
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: O121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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It is hoped the blueprint for respon-
sible dog ownership will be adopted by
local government, police forces, animal
welfare organisations and other groups,
ensuring all dog owners have a clear
understanding of what it takes to be a
responsible dog owner.

The YouGov research reveals 96 per
cent of dog owners consider themselves
responsible - citing picking up dog waste
in public, ensuring dogs are safe and
cared for and proper training and sociali-
sation.

However, 86 per cent of the UK public
have experienced issues with irresponsi-
ble dog owners, with a quarter witness-
ing it at least once a week.

Around 72 per cent of those who have
seen dog owners behaving irresponsibly
report seeing them leave dog mess on
the ground, with 34 per cent having seen
owners let dogs jump at people, the same
proportion having seen pets off-lead in
restricted areas and 25 per cent report-
ing seeing owners ignore their dogs act-
ing aggressively.

In the Dogs Trust’s National Dog
Survey, four in 10 owners said they
worry about the behaviour of other peo-
ple’s dogs and what that means for their
dog’s safety.

Owen Sharp, chief executive of the
Dogs Trust, said: “There are more dogs
in the UK than ever before and with so
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ties try to define
nsible behaviour

esponsible dog ownership mean?

many now sharing our everyday spaces
with us, it’s important there is a consist-
ent understanding of what it means to
be a responsible dog owner. Responsible
ownership benefits everyone, not just
owners, because safer, well cared-for
dogs help create safer communities.

“However there is a clear gap between
what owners perceive as responsible
dog ownership and what people are
experiencing, so we want to work to
bridge the gap. We're asking the public
to help shape the future of responsible
dog ownership in the UK, so whether
you're a dog owner or not, we want to
hear what responsible dog ownership
means to you.”

Dr Samantha Gaines, an RSPCA dog
welfare expert said: “Owning a dog can
be one of life’s greatest joys and being
a responsible owner is an essential part
of that experience. Dogs are the nation’s
most popular pet. Understanding what
responsible dog ownership is and what
that looks like is integral to keeping dogs
and communities safe and happy.

“This consultation will be invaluable
in building a shared understanding of
what responsible ownership looks like —
from devoted owners to those who regu-
larly interact with dogs and everyone in
between — helping us make a positive
difference to dog welfare and community
safety.”

Visit www.dogstrust.org.uk/about-us/
what-we-do/research/responsible-dog-
ownership to join the consultation.

We are located
Inside Fitness First

Ulleries Road, Solihull, B92 8DS

Opening Hours
Monday 8am - 8pm
Tuesday Closed
Wednesday 11am - 8pm

Parking is free, please ensure you enter your car SYNERGY lbzr-"dgy C|°S‘89d
. . . riday 8am - 8pm
registration at the gym reception BODY & SPINE St Bl nnainirant e nly
— CLINIC—
What can we help Discover gentle and effective Chiropractic

with? Care

Welcome to Synergy Body & Spine Clinic, a new
chiropractic clinic serving Solihull and Birmingham. We
* Neck Pain are dedicated to providing gentle and effective

ol Sciatica Chiropractic Care and massage therapy for clients with

neurological and musculoskeletal issues. Discover how
* Headaches (related to the \y can help you achieve better spinal health and

.

* Migraine prevention i
i ,, ‘

¢ Back pain

¢ Shoulder complaints
including rotator cuff

¢ Joint pains

* General aches and pains

* Sports injuries

¢ Tension and inability to
relax

* Plantar fasciitis

0121 5172199 | www.sbs-cllmc com | Info@sbs clinic.com
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
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ACROSS DOWN

| o

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY
4 .2 7132

HARD

6. Liken (7) 1. Sum (5)
. EIf (6)
. Curve (3)

7. Embalmed corpse (5)
9. Swift (5)

10. Intricate (7)

2
3
4. Preacher’s platform (6)
5. Sovereign (7)

8

12. Vengeance (11) . Shoe-mender (7)

14. Result (11) 11. Lawn game (7)
18. Claims (7) 13. Deserted (7)
15. Scabbard (6)
19. Below (5)
16. Annul (6)
o, ARGy 17. Hire (5)
22. Set free (7) 20. Charge (3)

4 ralE: 6
1 9
5/7/3|9|6

8|4

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Fruit
@PBCUANYNEARUIT
ASEDRRBRTRRCTIRFE
YRRERATBEQMNRAP
POATENGNAUUEGUC
EMNARCEETBKARRK
GRANBERSYOTNLAC
CYRRENIATSLOBTU
ANNGYPESEUENCON
ATAERRRSLMMRECO
LORELEBIPAWATUC
ODOODERMPAEPRMU
UPBLELCMONNIEBC
AEENMETIUHOBRIT
PCOITNIORENWEUR
RITPASSNFYDEADF

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

159 gives a bird;

67284  gives another bird;

1235 gives an animal.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ROAD
Freight
Nobleman
Fat
Bird
Deficiency
JACK

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

o?\

E K

R

T S
E | K

How you rate
15 words: average 25 words: very good
20 words: good 30 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

N<XXS<C-UVIOTVOZSIrX=——=IOTMmMOUN®E
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS

1. Michael ---, actor who starred in TV's The
Singing Detective, and the film The Cook, The
Thief, His Wife and Her Lover (6)
4. A chairman’s hammer (5)
6,8 & 7. Late actor who starred in Kind
Hearts and Coronets, The Bridge on the River
Kwai, etc. (3,4,8)
7 &8. See 6 Across
1. Republic of west Africa, capital Porto-Novo (5)
13 & 26. Seaport and holiday resort in west Dorset,

es-x € 'sawer 7z ‘||ug 0T ‘siuaq 61 Baunny 8| ‘euueiy y| ‘eiqr €| ‘saunsaiu| |
‘pey) 0| ‘obie7 g ‘enys 9 AAiisap G udaID ¢ ‘UOUIN € D[10gaN|g Z ‘IB1D | INMOA
500537 £ 'sibay 97 *A|3 Gz ‘suoisueyl v ely 1 ngaq 61 ‘puog /| ‘duequa 9|
‘yipeaig g| ‘dwA €1 ‘uiuag || D8]y g 'ssauuIng / IS 9 [PABD { ‘UOQWD) | :SSOYIY

piomssox) abpajmouy [eiauan

'394 (7 ‘95897 /| [9due) 9| ‘Yeays G| ‘wiopio4 €| Janbor) || 1ajqqo) § Losedw3 g
‘uding ¢ 24y € ‘3uds 7 ‘[e10] | :umoq ‘aseajdy 7z ‘elel| |z 1apun 6 ‘sebd||y 8|
‘2uanbasuo) | ‘uonnquiay | ‘xa|dwo) | ‘pidey 6 ‘Awwnyy / ‘2iedwo) g :ssony

scene of Monmouth's landing in 1685 (4,5) piomssor)
15. Acgo(;t;ingtoEudid, “a line is length without “uniadein ‘supepay Kuaquashog NINDITHYH
. “lenbuwiny Jueindype|g ‘Nuod0) ‘uojauLdiep ‘ewnses ‘jddesulq
16. Wllq,yellow-ﬂowered plant of the nightshade 12N ‘Jnypealg MpAaUOH Uowisiad Kuaqiap3 JoUIN
family (7) ‘abueiQ poojg ‘aunuawsa|) ‘Uniuoisseq 0dudy ‘sdnojejue)
17. See 22 Down ‘fuaquex) ‘autiabue] ‘ueindpay ‘sjeueibawog ‘Auaqdsey IHOYLSAIN
19. First appearance before the public, or in
society (5) opuyyied [o3ympiop
21, Homeric hero, son of Telamon (4) =97 'a=57 'X=t7
24, See 4 Down "N=€T '8=TC 'I=1T 1=07 '9=61 N=81 1=L|
25. City in Cambridgeshire, on the Ouse, whose A=91 '¥=61 I=p1 '¥=€1 2=71 's=11 =01 pef et
11th-Century cathedral is one of the largest in 'H=6 'N=8 4= 'N=9 '0=5 'M=v '2=€ 1= 'I=| “yie] ‘pie] 'pio] ‘peot ‘peoy
England (3) 10M3PO! 19ppe
26. See 13 Across p Pod ppel
27. Greek island in the Aegean, chief town
Mytilene (6) L|S|€|L|¥[8]9]|2|6 ¥|2]9]|c|6|}+]|8|S|€
8|v|2|}|9]6]€|L]|S €16|2|8[S|9|¥|}]|L
DOWN Llelofele|s|8 vt EIN A L
1. Surname of the English cricketer who 9. Inmusic, a slow dignified movement (5) ~ 19. St. -, first bishop of Paris and a patron 9|}+|8[S|L|c|V |6 € 9|v|8|S|e|L|E|6]L
by the end of his career had scored over ~ 10. Variety of beet with large, white, saint of France (5) ¥|2|6]|8[€|9]|G|}|L c|€|G|6|}F|¥]9|L]|8
54,000 runs, including 126 centuries (5) succulent leafstalks (5) 20. Sandy brown flatfish with white spots,
2. Akind of blowfly (10) 12. Digestive tract below the stomach (10) ofchturbotgenus(S) B £ 4 Sk 6 LIE B9 8. 1b.£19 6 8l5y &
3. Afine strong silky fabric (5) 13. Sign of the zodiac also known as the 22 &17. lan Flemina's Secret Service G§|18/2]9/1|¥|6/€|¢ L|9|v[}+]8|G|c|€|6
4 & 24. Romance by William Henry Hudson, Scales (5) ' 9 zlelv|6|S|2]L]|9|8 Li8lelelviz|s]ols
whose hero, Mr. Abel, tells of his love for ~ 14.  Substance miraculously supplied as food Agent, 007 (5'4) . sloltlzlslelzlsly slzlelzlolelt gy
bird girl Rima (5,8) to the Israelites in the wilderness (5) 23. Electromagnetic radlatlont of much
5. Small room attached to a church (6) 18. Hard, aromatic, spheroidal seed used as shorter wavelength than light, capable pley fse3
6. Large predatory gull (4) a spice (6) of penetrating matter (1-3) nyopns
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Classified

PUBLIC NOTICES
[ ——— =

4

PU

IC NOTICES

RUGBY BOROUGH COUNCIL
COUNCIL TAX 2026/27

NOTICE is hereby given that in accordance with Section 30 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, the council on 18
February 2026 set for the financial year beginning 1 April 2026 the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for
each of the categories of dwellings shown below.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

Warwickshire County Council has made the following Temporary Traffic
Orders:

D3421 LONG FURLONG, D3426 FAWSLEY LEYS AND

D3427 BADBY LEYS, RUGBY

Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic as follows: Long Furlong closed
from Orsen Leys to Charlesfield Road, Fawsley Leys closed from Long Furlong to
Staverton Leys, Badby Leys closed from Fawsley Leys to o/s nos 19 & 20.
Reason for Order: C: and i works,

Order Commences: 25 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 30 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Diversions will be signed using Staverton Leys, Orsen Leys,
A426 Dunchurch Road, Kingsway and Anderson Avenue.

Contractor: Balfour Beratty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

LEICESTER ROAD, GIBBET HILL, CHURCHOVER

Order Effect: A 30 mph Speed Limit will be imposed from A5 Gibbets Hill
roundabout to Lutterworth Road. In addition, a temporary one-way south westerly

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

COLIN SALT (Deoeased)
Pursuant to the Trustee.

any persons having a clalm
against or an interest in the
Estate of the above named, late
of 26 Crossway Road, Coventry,
CVv3 6JR who ded on
05/02/2026, are required fto
send writen parti
to the undersigned on or before

ich dat

lntemsts ‘which they have had
Penmans Solicitors LLP,
17A Queens Road,

Cwsn%cvi 3DH
(Ref:JRISAL/00060/001)

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

RACHEL TARR (Deceased)
Pursuamu tne TmsmeAmQZEyany

traffic flow will be imposed from A5 Gibbet Hill to Rugby

Reason for Order: To safely enable new supply works.

Order Commences: 24 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 26 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Leicester Road, M6 Junction 1 To M1 Junction 19 On Slip,
Newbold Road, Rugby Western Relief Road, Lawford Road, Warwick Street,
Corporation Street, Lawrence Sheriff Street, Dunchurch Road, Rugby Road,
Southam Road, Southam By Pass, Daventry Road, Shuckburgh Road, Napton
Road, Main Street, Park Hill, A425 Daventry Road, A425 Staverton Road,
Leamington Way, Stefen Way, A361 Badby Road West, London Road, Weedon
Road, A45 Daventry Link Road, Watling Street, A5.

Contractor: Network Plus, Tel: 01392 261362.

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: The erection of scaffolding and building works on the Rugby

Order Commences: 23 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 29 May 2026.

Access & Diversion: Horton Crescent and vice versa.

Contractor: Rugby School Estates Dept., Tel: 0702 357854.

D3141 VICTORIA AVENUE, RUGBY (ONE-WAY STREET)

Order Effect: Road closed between Edward Street and Avenue Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing works. Road closed 09.00hrs -

Order Commences: 23 March 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 26 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: One Way Diversion — Edward Street, Gladstone Street
and Avenue Road. Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where possible
and safe to do so for businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

County Council to make the i y

PUBLIC FOOTPATH BETWEEN BOUGHTON ROAD AND LEICESTER ROAD, RUGBY
Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic.

Reason for Order: To safely enable electricity supply works.

Order Commences: 7 April 2026 for up to 6 months.

Anticipated Completion: 11 May 2026.

Access & Diversion: Waterside Drive, Kinman Way, Projects Drive, footpath from
Projects Drive to Boughton Way and vice versa.

Contractor: Power On, Tel: 07980 317 209.

HOULTON WAY & HILLMORTON LANE, CLIFTON ON DUNSMORE

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic In addition, all traffic will be
prohibited from turning right and left from Hillmorton Lane into Houlton Way.
Reason for Order: To enable electricity supply works.

Order Commences: 7 April 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 15 June 2026.

Contractor: Power On, Tel: 07824 873 544.

BOURTON ROAD, FRANKTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Sewer lining works, closed 07.00hrs - 19.00hrs.

Order Commences: 20 April 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 20 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Fair Close, Frankton Lane, Princethorpe Road, Main Street,

Contractor: Sapphire Utility Solutions, Tel: 07775 714473.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH AMBLESIDE, RUGBY
Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic.
Reason for Order: To enable duct laying works.

'Warwickshire, CV31 INB is applying for a
licence to use 30 Berrington Road, Leamington
Spa, Warwickshire, CV3l INB as an
operating centre for | goods vehicles and
I trailers

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centres who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,’
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice. Representors must at the same
time send a copy of their representations to the
applicant at the address given at the top of this

claim against or an interest
in the Estate of the above

died on 06/02/2025, are
required to send written
particulars thereof to the
undels;gned on or before

after which
date the Fstate will be
distributed having regard
only to the clams and
interests of which they
have had notice.

notice. A Guide to Making Repr is ﬁ:’g;g;d ILLP.
B2 eaat, W oV EOrRTmenK RIS 21 | Road, Wellesbourne,
complai e iaticl [ oaeg Warwick CV35 ONL
= i e (Ref:JW/RHO00009/003)

Keeping you up to d.ate with all thé <
latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,

Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

8 April 2026 for up to 6 months.

Anticipated Completion: 10 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Public Footpath from Ambleside to Ulverston, Ulverston,
Buttermere, Ambleside and vice versa.

Contractor: Quantum TM, Tel: 01724 786286.

GIBBET LANE, SHAWELL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: To enable pipe renewal works.

Order Commences: 8 April 2026 for up to 18 months

Anticipated Completion: 10 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Rugby Road, Main Street, Rugby 6 Road, Service Road,
Swinford Road, Lutterworth Road, Shawell Road, Gibbet Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Chevron TM Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress from
properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for further details of our
current & planned roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

Band A B c D E F G H
Parish Of £ £ £ £ £ £ £ = | || 22.00us - 150005,
Ansty £1,662.13 £1,939.15 £2,216.17 £2,493.19 £3,047.23 £3,601.27 £4,155.32 £4,986.38
Binley Woods £1,635.43 £1,908.00 £2,180.57 £2,453.14 £2,998.28 £3,543.42 £4,088.57 £4,906.28
Birdingbury £1,637.31  £1,910.21 £2,183.09 £2,455.97 £3,001.73 £3547.51 £4,093.28 £4,911.94
Bourton & Draycote £1,639.01 £1,912.19 £2,185.35 £2,458.52 £3,004.85 £3,551.19 £4,097.53 £4,917.04
Brandon & Bretford £1,649.60 £1,924.54 £2,190.47 £2,474.40 £3,024.26 £3,574.13 £4,124.00 £4,948.80
Brinklow £1,653.44 £1,929.02 £2,204.59 £2,480.16 £3,031.30 £3,582.45 £4,133.60 £4,960.32
Burton Hastings £1,616.21 £1,885.59 £2,154.95 £2,424.32 £2,963.05 £3,501.79 £4,040.53 £4,848.64
Cawston £1,631.01 £1,902.85 £2,174.68 £2,446.51 £2,990.17 £3533.84 £4,077.52 £4,893.02
Church Lawford £1,627.77 £1,899.07 £2,170.36 £2,441.65 £2,984.23 £3,526.82 £4,060.42 £4,883.30
Churchover £1,615.65 £1,884.94 £2,154.21 £2,423.48 £2,962.02 £3,500.58 £4,039.13 £4,846.96
Clifton Upon Dunsmore | £1,623.21 £1,893.76 £2,164.29 £2,434.82 £2,975.88 £3,516.96 £4,058.03 £4,869.64
Combe Fields £1,601.79 £1,868.77 £2,135.73 £2,402.69 £2,936.61 £3,470.55 £4,004.48 £4,805.38
Copston Magna £1,598.60 £1,865.04 £2,131.47 £2,397.90 £2,930.76 £3,463.63 £3,996.50 £4,795.80
Cosford £1,598.60 £1,865.04 £2,131.47 £2,397.90 £2,930.76 £3,463.63 £3,996.50 £4,795.80
Dunchurch £1,643.23 £1,917.11 £2,190.98 £2,464.85 £3,012.59 £3,560.34 £4,108.08 £4,929.70 HORTON GAESCENT. RUGBY
Easenhall £1,661.16 £1,938.03 £2,214.88 £2,491.74 £3,045.45 £3599.18 £4,152.90 £4,983.48
Frankton £1,650.40 £1,92547 £2,200.54 £2,475.60 £3,025.73 £3,575.86 £4,126.00 £4,951.20 ||| Schoolsite.
Grandborough £1,665.59 £1,943.19 £2,220.79 £2,498.38 £3,053.57 £3,608.77 £4,163.97 £4,996.76
Harborough Magna £1,653.79 £1,929.43 £2,205.06 £2,480.69 £3,031.95 £3583.22 £4,134.48 £4,961.38
Kings Newnham £1,598.60 £1,865.04 £2,131.47 £2,397.90 £2,930.76 £3,463.63 £3,996.50 £4,795.80
Leamington Hastings £1,598.60 £1,865.04 £2,131.47 £2,397.90 £2,930.76 £3,463.63 £3,996.50 £4,795.80
Long Lawford £1,677.21 £1,956.75 £2,236.28 £2,515.81 £3,074.87 £3,633.94 £4,193.02 £5,031.62
Marton £1,641.59 £1,915.19 £2,188.79 £2,462.38 £3,009.57 £3,556.77 £4,103.97 £4,924.76 15500,
Monks Kirby £1,632.67 £1,904.79 £2,176.90 £2,449.01 £2,993.23 £3537.46 £4,081.68 £4,898.02
Newton & Biggin £1,620.70 £1,901.32 £2,172.94 £2,444.55 £2,987.78 £3,531.01 £4,074.25 £4,889.10
Pailton £1,666.17 £1,943.88 £2,221.57 £2,499.26 £3,054.64 £3,610.04 £4,165.43 £4,998.52
Princethorpe £1,676.22 £1,955.60 £2,234.96 £2,514.33 £3,073.06 £3,631.81 £4,190.55 £5,028.66
Ryton on Dunsmore £1,694.22 £1,976.60 £2,258.96 £2,541.33 £3,106.06 £3,670.81 £4,235.55 £5,082.66 Tr;m; Drde.rs:
Shilton & Barnacle £1,656.75 £1,932.80 £2,200.01 £2,485.13 £3,037.37 £3589.63 £4,141.88 £4,970.26
Stretton Baskerville £1,598.60 £1,865.04 £2,131.47 £2,397.90 £2,930.76 £3,463.63 £3,996.50 £4,795.80
Stretton on Dunsmore £1,687.93 £1,969.25 £2,250.57 £2,531.89 £3,094.53 £3,657.17 £4,219.82 £5,063.78
Stretton under Fosse £1,671.34  £1,949.90 £2,228.46 £2,507.01 £3,064.12 £3,621.23 £4,178.35 £5,014.02
Thurlaston £1,650.63 £1,925.75 £2,200.85 £2,475.95 £3,026.15 £3576.37 £4,126.58 £4,951.90
Wibtoft £1,598.60 £1,865.04 £2,131.47 £2,397.90 £2,930.76 £3,463.63 £3,996.50 £4,795.80
Willey £1,607.15 £1,875.02 £2,142.87 £2,410.73 £2,946.44 £3,482.16 £4,017.88 £4,821.46
Willoughby £1,660.35 £1,937.09 £2,213.81 £2,490.53 £3,043.97 £3,597.43 £4,150.88 £4,981.06
Withybrook £1,648.73 £1,923.52 £2,198.31 £2473.09 £3,022.66 £3,572.24 £4,121.82 £4,946.18
Wolfhampcote £1,624.93 £1,895.76 £2,166.58 £2,437.40 £2,979.04 £3520.69 £4,062.33 £4,874.80
Wolston £1,671.89 £1,950.55 £2,22019 £2,507.84 £3,065.13 £3,622.43 £4,179.73 £5,015.68
Wolvey £1,654.64 £1,930.42 £2,206.19 £2,481.96 £3,033.50 £3,585.05 £4,136.60 £4,963.92
Rugby Town Area £1,663.08 £1,940.27 £2,217.44 £2,494.62 £3,048.97 £3,603.34 £4,157.70 £4,989.24
Borough £116.89  £136.37  £155.85  £175.33  £214.20  £253.25  £29222  £350.66
County £1,260.24 £1,480.78 £1,692.32 £1,903.86 £2,326.94 £2,750.02 £3,173.10 £3,807.72 Frankton Road and vice versa.
Police £212.47  £247.89  £283.30  £318.71 £389.53  £460.36  £531.18  £637.42
Jon lllingworth
Chief Officer - Finance and Performance pe
Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence m%%‘ég%:ggi’:? P" B ll c “ nT cEs
Regan Picton trading as Crescent Industrial| | Pursuant to the Trustee Act
Ltd of 30 Berrington Road, Leamington Spa,| | 1925 any persons havinga . = - T

Date 19 March 2026

mtareslmtheEsmloeabove
named, late of Hawthome House,
Jardine Crescent, Coventry, CV4
908, who died on 27/05/2023, are
required to send written particulars
thereof to the undersigned on or
before 21/05/2026, afer which date
the Estate will be distributed having
regard only fo the claims and
interests of which they have had
notice.

Angels Solicitors LLP,
117-119 New Union Street,
Coventry, CV1 2NY

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GODFREY LAWSON TURPIN
(otherwise Dick Turpin) Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of 5 Harbury Court,
Binswood Avenue, Leamington Spa,
(V32 506G, who died on 12/02/2025,
ae requlreﬂ fo send writen
particulars thereof to the undersigned
on or before 21/05/2026, after which

Estate will be distributed
having regard only to the claims and
mmsmwm i tey have hd nofice.

BRETHERTONS LLP, Frankins House,
Manorsfield Road, Bicester, 0X26 6EX

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

ANTHONY CHARLES EDWARD
BELL (Deceased)
Pursuantto the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of Late of the Willows,
38-39 Westminster Road, Earisdon
Coventry CV1 3GB Previously of 10
Canon Hudson Close, Coventry, CV3
3HT, who died on 18/08/2025, are
required to send writien particulars
thereof to the undersigned on or
before 21/05/2026, after which date
the Estate wil be distributed having
regard only to the claims and
interests of which they have had

notice.

BLYTHE LIGGINS LLP, Edmund

House, Rugby Road, Leammgmn
Spa, Warwickshire CV32 BEL

PUBLIC NOTICES
| —————

KATHRYN FRANCES O'NEILL

Pursuet to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having @ caim
Interest inthe Estte of the
lete of 2 Holl Grove Church Lavfod
Rugby Wanwickshire, CV23 9EA, who died
on 290672025, are required to send
witen  partculars thereof to the
undersigned on o before 21/06/2026, afer
which da the Estate vl be disrbuted
Heaing regard only to the caims and
&pmmmmnmmmm

ETHERTONS LLP,
Montague House 2 Cifton Road Rugby
Warvickshire CV21 3PX

2
KA
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
——

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

WOOD END LANE, FILLONGLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to cut trench in
carriageway and reinstatement works.

Order Commences: 27 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wood End Lane, Astley Lane,
Coventry Road, Nuneaton Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Vocom, Tel: 03333 448308.

SANDY LANE, FILLONGLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable tree felling
works.

Order Commences: 24 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 25 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wood End Lane, Nuneaton
Road, Coventry Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Vocon, Tel: 03333 448308.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Application Number R25/1116

12, MAIN STREET, MONKS KIRBY, RUGBY,
CV23 0QX

Listed building consent for proposed
replacement of timber windows and french
doors to rear

This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation

Application Number R26/0086
BARNYARD CARS, HALL FARM,
BROWNSOVER LANE, RUGBY, CV2I IHY
Variation of condition 2 of R22/0085 to extend
current use within the existing parameters of the
existing planning permission for the land for a
further 3 year period.

This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R26/0123

UNIT 5 SYMMETRY PARK, WESTERN
LINK, RUGBY, CV23 9GT

ion of 2 loading canopies to Unit 5.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

SANDY LANE, FILLONGLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Pipe sleeve installation works.
Order Commences: 9 April 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 23 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Wood End Lane, Coventry
Road, Nuneaton Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Vocon, Tel: 03333 448 308.

OVERSTONE ROAD, WITHYBROOK

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to lay duct in verge
and carriageway.

Order Commences: 7 April 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 9 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Main Street, Featherbed Lane
and vice versa.

Contractor: Callan Connect, Tel: 0121 327 5167.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL  Date 19 Mar 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A NEW

CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATE UNDER
THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that Standard Triumph

ports Sections has applied to Coventry City|

Council for a New Club Premises Certificate for|

This development may affect a Public Right
of Way

Application Number R26/0162

RENVYLE HOUSE, CORD LANE,
EASENHALL, RUGBY, CV23 0HZ
Proposed addition of pitched roofs to existing
flat roofed bay windows.

This development may affect a
Conservation

Application Number R26/0203

PARCEL 14 KEY PHASE |, HOULTON
RUGBY, CV23 0AS

Erection of 82 dwellings and associated works
and development including internal roads,
parking and garages at Parcel 14 Key Phase |
Houlton (application for approval of reserved
matters relating to appearance, landscaping,
layout and scale pursuant to outline planning
permission R17/0022)

This is a major development

Application Number R26/0213

47, THE BEECHES, MAIN STREET,
'WOLSTON, COVENTRY, CV8 3HH
Erection of porch at rear entrance

This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R26/0214

47, THE BEECHES, MAIN STREET,
'WOLSTON, COVENTRY, CV8 3HH

Listed building consent for erection of porch at
rear entrance

This development may affect a Listed
Building. This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Members of the public may inspect copies of the
application, the plans and documents submitted
with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby CV21 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday until 12 April
2026. Please note a planning officer would not
be present.

If you wish to make an appointment to discuss
the application, please contact the case officer.
Any person who wishes to make representation
to the above mentioned Council about the

Standard  Triumph  Sports  Sections,
101 Tanners Lane, Coventry, CV4 9UB

Details of A : To provide of |
Alcohol and to s and

their guests during

should make them online -

and
Ilam to | Ipm as and when requlred
Any person wishing to lodge a representation
concerning this application may write to: Licensing
Authority, The Council House, Earl Street,
Coventry CVI 5RR. Or send an email to:
licensing@coventry.gov.uk.
The application may be viewed during normal office
hours at the above address and further information
may be available at www.coventry.gov.uk on the
public register.
Any Representation relating to this application must|
be made in writing to the Licensing Authority by
Midnight 8th April 2026.
Please note it is an offence to knowingly or|
recklessly to make a false statement in connection
with an application. The maximum fine on summary
conviction for this offence is Unlimited.

www. tal.rugby.co.uk (search for
application number and select comment) - or in
writing by that date to The Chief Officer Growth
and Investment, Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.
If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
the Council or on-line at:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any
representations made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.
Nicola Smith - Strategic Director for Place

Keepln? you up to date with all the
atest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,
Probate Notices.....

SALES & WAN

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS

— L ==

BEDS NEW Doubles | ANTIQUE Stone Hot
£95 Singles £59 King | Water Bottle £25
size £159. Second 07719695685
hand doubles £49 | NURSING Chair £25
Singles £29 Fridges | 07719695685

£49  Freezers £59

4 MOTOR Cycle carrier
Can deliver 07703

- fits a standard car

925662 towbar for carrying
RECLINER CHAIR | light / medium
electric rise & motorcycles £120
recline £169 Manual [ —2L07933 245121
recline chair £60 | SHOOTING ‘Safe’, as
High seated chair | D€W» double locking,
£40 Can _deliver 5:1166 oo ;Pprszleify,
OTI0T2662: £l% gTel: q07933
FREE to collector | _ 24512
Single Bed as new |[DRIZA-BONE
07890718218 Australian

lightweight
waterproof dry wax
riding coat. Navy
blue. Knee length.
Fits 12-16. Rear vent
covers horse rump.
As new. £60. 07840
800965

FREE to collector
Stainless steel flue

FREE white bath tub
with taps included
07719695685

2 x Antique Clocks
£50 for both (Ix
stone and 1x wood
- both not working)

07719695685 >
= = liner approx 30ft
1930°S Antique Chair good condition
£80 07719695685 01562 341381
WANTED
[ =

**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes
Vintage or New **

Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie
and rare finds. Cash paid
Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

=
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CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING

DOUBLE GL
REPAIRS

ks, Hinges,
Windows or Doors

lew Doo

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
E—

0 Supplied/Fitted

Handles,

rs/Windows

200 623

If you're looking for a
* Plastering ¢ P

* Bathrooms ¢ C:

02476
07794

HANDY MAN

fast and reliable service

Then call Lenny

lumbing * Fencing

* Gardening * Flooring * Kitchens

arpentry ¢ Flat pack

furniture
* Tiling ¢

Painting
443 996
784 266

KITCHENS
—

]
INSTALLATIONS
[ 4

LOGS
—

LOGS

FOR SALE
Mainly Ash

£120, £220, £390
loads delivered

Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered

Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken

Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our

Ad \
Hulllulla‘/

PN OO AT TR ;
| 014/?%4/ " {/I/ "

NO VAT CHARGE

Advertise them in

Observer
‘Standard

Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your
cheque or credit card details if required, and we’ll do the rest - Or

ETHING TO

ELL

alternatively email your free ad to; fr

\Free Lmeage (Items upto value £500) \

ds@bulli

dia.com

|Paid for Boxed Ad (Items of any value)
Details of Item For Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please):

(MAX 15 WORDS) 1
1
1
1
Tel: 1
Details (Not for Publication): [}
Mr/Mrs/Ms Initials Surname 1
Address 1
1
1

P
" 1
Mobile P
Email: [}
I enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £............ccccocoveuinnn 1
or alternatively |
Please debit my card for £ Visa/Mastercard/Maestro/Delta 1
Credit Card Number :
Exp: Start: i
Sec No: (Last 3 digits) Issue No. (if [}
Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, 1
Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisementto I
fr @bulli ia.com 1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
g Tel
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
]
1
1
1
R

R s oy b iy ot o U e S

someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)
But if you want your

advertisement to really

stand out or if your item

is valued at over £500,

you can place details in

a boxed advertisemen
for just

£5.75 (inc vat)

3 PIECE
SUITE

brown leather,
perfect
condition
as new

£550

can deliver
Telephone
10234 567890

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)




CRS LTD

Spring Lane South, Malvern WR14 |AT
ATF's are the ONLY legal way to scrap your vehicles

BUYERS
of all SCRAP Metals and SCRAP Vehicles
The ONLY authorised treatment facility in Malvern!
Best Prices Paid * Collection & Skip Drops Farm
Equipment, Copper, Brass etc. * 50 Ton Weigh Bridge
1.D REQUIRED - 01684 578081
4

www.crs-malvern.co.uk 6% '

Observer

SPORT

S‘hurch Green East, Red(

72040128006

Published by Bulivant Media Group Lid. Webb House,
iditch, Worcestershire. B98 88P
per House, Osney

Newsquest. Newspay
Mead, Oxford, Oxfordshire, OX2 OEJ

VINYL RECORDS WANTED
Buying since 1978
Get your cash TODAY!
[ will come to you

Phone PAUL

01527 893992 | 07765 142354

BRINGING YOU ALL THE LATEST SPORTS NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE AREA

www.rugbyobserver.co.uk

Valley slip to bottom
after Long Eaton loss

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: A DEBUT goal from
Tyler Bruck could not prevent Rugby
Town from dropping to the bottom
of the table following a 2-1 home
defeat against Long Eaton United.

Bruck drew Valley level on the stroke
of half time as the Redditch United loa-
nee marked his first Rugby appearance
with a goal at Butlin Road.

However, Jahvan Davidson-Miller put
Long Eaton back in front early in the
second period after Tristan Thompson-
Matthews scored the game’s opening
goal for the visitors.

The result means Rugby slip to the
bottom of the Northern Premier League
Midlands table, four points from safety

following an eighth game without a
win.
Both teams went into the fixture with-
out a win in seven games which has seen
Valley slide down the table and into the
relegation zone.

And Long Eaton broke the dead-
lock on 21 minutes when Thompson-
Matthews volleyed a cross from the

right into the roof of the net at the back
post from close range.

The home side equalised moments
before the break as Bruck coolly found
the net when one-on-one with Long
Eaton goalkeeper Lewis King.

However, the visitors reclaimed the
lead eight minutes after the break when
former Valley striker Davidson-Miller
finished past Xander Grieves at the sec-
ond attempt.

King denied Bruck when clean
through later in the half while Rivel
Mardenborough saw his appeals for a
penalty waved away by the referee late
on.

Rugby are next in action against
Bourne Town on Saturday, March 21
with kick-off at 3pm at Butlin Road.

New striker Tyler Bruck scored on
his first outing. Picture by Martin
Pulley.

Bears triumph in
pre-season T20s

CRICKET:
WARWICKSHIRE
CCC continued their
pre-season tour of
South Africa with a
productive T20 dou-
ble-header against
Northamptonshire.

The Bears played
two matches against
Northants at the
Coetzenburg Oval as
the club continued
their preparations
ahead of the new sea-
son.

Warwickshire
restricted Northants
to 114 all out in the
first match as Michael
Booth (2-16), Oliver
Hannon-Dalby (2-23),
and Taz Ali (2-14) all
claimed two wickets
apiece.

The Bears used their
innings as a training
exercise and batted

their full allocation
of 20 overs to reach
158-8.

Dan Mousley blast-
ed 77 runs from 48
deliveries while Theo
Wylie chipped in with
28 from 19 balls.

Warwickshire post-
ed 165-8 in the sec-
ond match as Jake
Lintott top scored
with 41 runs from 28
deliveries.

Lintott was sup-
ported by Ed Barnard
(28) and Rob Yates
(25), the latter scor-
ing his runs from just
11 balls.

And Warwickshire’s
bowlers ensured
the Bears won both
matches as Richard
Gleeson led the attack
with 3-23 while Jordan
Thompson picked up
2-34.

| CASHBROKERS

LEAMINGTON SPA

PAWNBROKING

LOANS

SCRAP GOLD & SILVER

BUY BACK

JEWELLERY & WATCHES
COINS & BULLION

01926 258252

144 Parade, Leamington Spa, CV32 4AG

CASH PAID

FOR GOLD, SILVER,
COINS & BULLION

www.cashbrokersleamingtonspa.co.uk

The National
Association
of Jewellers




