Obs

gby & Lutterworth #

Server |

lr

WANTEII

Any cc, condition or age,
good prices paid

07944781933 | 01926257643

Friday, March 27th 2026 Week 13

[ facebook.com/rugby.observer

rugbyobserver.co.uk

¥ @rugbyobserver t: 01926 451900

Your FREE edition - just pick one up and keep up with the news

£21m bid to give boost

to properties

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

LOWER heating bills are
on the way for hundreds of
council homes in Rugby, as
a S$21million council pro-
gramme to install free ener-
gy efficiency measures gets
under way.

Solar panels have been
installed at more than 50 homes
in Newbold and Old Brownsover
as part of Rugby Borough
Council’s (RBC) Give Your Home
a Glow Up programme, which
was launched last autumn.

Under the three-year pro-
gramme the council, in partner-
ship with energy company E.ON,
offers its tenants free energy
efficiency measures — and has
started contacting eligible house-
holds on a ward-by-ward basis.

Coun Claire Edwards, RBC’s
portfolio holder for communities
and homes, regulation and safe-
ty, said: “We're delighted the first
tenants have benefited from the
free energy efficiency measures
on offer through our Give Your
Home a Glow Up programme,
measures which can help make
our tenants’ homes cheaper to
heat and stay warmer for longer.

“Working in partnership with

E.ON, we aim to make the
installation process as smooth
as possible for tenants.
“Depending on the measures
fitted, installation can take just a
few days and we work with ten-
ants to minimise disruption.

“We're working to an ambi-
tious target of improving the
energy efficiency of more than
1,000 council homes over the
next three years, so, if we con-
tact you offering a free home
assessment for a ‘glow up’, make
sure you get in touch.”

The council secured a
£10.7million government grant
to support the programme, with
the council match-funding the
grant from its Housing Revenue
Account — which can only be
spent on the management and
maintenance of council homes.

The programme forms part of
the council’s work to ensure all its
homes have a minimum Energy
Performance Certificate (EPC)
rating of C by the Government’s
deadline of 2030.

All eligible households offered
a free home assessment during
the three-year programme could
benefit from a range of energy
efficiency measures, including
solar panels, air source heat
pumps, wall insulation and loft
insulation.

Coun Noreen New, Rugby
Borough Council’s Liberal
Democrat group spokesperson
for communities and homes,
regulation and safety, said the
council’s partnership with E.ON
had a proven track record after
it was highly commended in the
‘regional large-scale project’
category at the West Midlands
Energy Efficiency Awards
(WMEEA) 2025.

The accolade followed the
council and E.ON fitting energy
efficiency measures at 112 coun-
cil homes in Rokeby and Long
Lawford last year.

Coun New said: “The experi-
ence of fitting energy efficiency
measures at homes in Rokeby
and Long Lawford has allowed
us to hit the ground running with
our Give Your Home a Glow Up
programme.

“We want this programme to
make a real difference, help-
ing council tenants keep homes
warmer for longer with the
potential to save money on ener-

s.

“So, I'd encourage every

household invited to have a free

home assessment to take up the
offer.”

o Rugby Borough Council housmg malntenance offlcer Darren Reeves
Visit www.rugby.gov.uk/warm- yisited one of the first homes to benefit from the council’s £21million

homes for more information.

Give Your Home a Glow Up programme.
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Slowing down to speed things up

THE BRAKES could be put on
HS2 trains to save cash.

The government this week told
HS2 Ltd to explore options to
remove complexity that could cut
billions in costs and reduce delays
for the project.

The original cost of the controver-
sial high-speed line was estimated
at §37.5billion, but that figure has
since spiralled to over £100billion.

And the line linking London and
Birmingham - of which some 54 kil-
ometres of the 190km track will cut
through the heart of Warwickshire
- was originally scheduled to open
later this year, but is now not
expected until after 2033.

The latest move comes as part of
the government’s reset of the line
following years of mismanagement.

As part of his reset of the project,
HS2 Ltd CEO Mark Wild will explore
other high-speed options for the
railway, which could save taxpay-
ers billions and reduce construction
time.

HS2 was originally commissioned
to run at 360km/h, which would
have made them the fastest conven-
tional high-speed trains anywhere in
the world.

But no railway in the UK, or glo-
bally, is currently engineered for
360km/h.

This means that HS2 would
have to wait for HS2 tracks to be
built before testing any trains — an

Long ltchington Wood in Warwickshire was the first tunnel completed on the HS2 project and
prompted a visit from Michael Portillo for his tv series Great British Railway Journeys.

approach which could increase costs
and delay the completion of the
project.

These options would have negli-
gible impact on projected journey

times and get passengers onto trains
sooner.

The move would bring HS2 in line
with proven high-speed models such
as HS1, Japan’s bullet trains, and

France’s TGV network which all run
at 300-320km/h.

Transport  Secretary  Heidi
Alexander said: “This Government is
determined to deliver HS2 as effec-

tively and efficiently as possible. In
doing so, I will look at every opportu-
nity to claw back construction time,
save taxpayers money and ensure the
project delivers for the country.

“I share the public’s anger about
the waste and mess of the past which
is why this Government is pulling
HS2 out of its sclerosis and setting it
on a more sensible course.

“We're getting a grip, controlling
costs, and getting on with deliver-
ing the transport infrastructure this
country needs.”

After investigating further opportu-
nities to bring down costs and deliv-
ery timelines, Mr Wild will report
back to the transport secretary in
the summer, alongside a progress
update.

Mr Wild, who was appointed last
year to put the project back on
track, said: “I made a commitment to
the transport secretary that I would
regain control of HS2 and bring an
end to the project’s cost increases
and delays.

“With performance moving in the
right direction, driven by the hard
work of 30,000 people on the ground,
we are rightly exploring options to
create further efficiencies.

“Speed has never been the primary
objective. This railway will deliver
better journeys, more capacity on the
network, and economic growth — all
of which are vital to the country’s
future prosperity.”

ARBURY HALL

NUNEATON

EASTER BANK HOLIDAY

OPENING

Tearooms will be'open on

Sunday 5 April &

Monday 6 April 2026

from 1pm until 6pm

i

: (last tour 4.30pm)

Dogs o‘n' leads are welcome in the gardens.
For further detalls 01676,540529
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Scotland- Waverley Castle Hotel 27th-31st May 26. 5 Days/ 4 Nights £425 Per Peron
Price Includes- All Coach Hire, 4 Nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
Excursions, Admission to Falkirk Wheel, and Admission to Ainwick Castle

Liverpool- Atlantic Tower Hotel 31st July-2nd August 26. 3 Days/2 Nights £180 Per Person
Price Includes- All Coach hire, Evening meal on 1st night only, 2 nights accommodation, 2 days
breakfast, free time round Liverpool
Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights £395 Per Person.
Price Includes- All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day
excursions, Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk
Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE

£24.00
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Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
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See
page
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The projects aim to reduce flood risk, protect homes and businesses and make communities more resilient to extreme weather. s

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

FLOOD reduction schemes
are being planned for vulner-
able areas in the borough.

Rugby Borough Council (RBC)
has agreed projects to protect
homes and communities in areas
that have seen repeated flooding,
including Wolston, Grandborough,
Withybrook, Stretton-on-Dunsmore
and Brandon.

will focus on natural flood manage-
ment in Wolston — which could
include planting trees, improving
soil and creating features to hold
water back during heavy rain.
Other projects will focus on
improvements in known hotspots
- including surveys to better under-
stand flood risk in Grandborough,
design work for a future flood
scheme in Withybrook, repairs to
a damaged culvert in Stretton-on-
Dunsmore and modelling to sup-
port a flood scheme in Brandon.

“Recent storms and wetter winters
have increased the risk of flooding
across the borough and action is
needed to help communities pre-
pare for the future.”

The programme - funded from
RBC'’s climate reserve and delivered
with Warwickshire County Council
and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
— supports RBC’s wider plans to
tackle climate change and protect
residents from its impact.

The council says some schemes
will deliver short-term improve-

longer-term plans to manage flood
risk across the borough.

Councillor Alison Livesey, chair
of RBC’s climate-emergency work-
ing group, said: “Flooding has a
real impact on people’s lives, from
damage to homes to the stress and
worry it causes. That is why it is so
important we take action.

“These projects will help us bet-
ter understand flood risk and put
measures in place to reduce it. Just
as importantly, they will help us
cope as our climate continues to

Coun Sam Edwards, deputy chair
of the climate-emergency working
group, said: “This is about protect-
ing our communities and making
them more resilient. By working
with expert partners, we can deliver
practical solutions in the areas that
need them most.

“I am particularly pleased to
see the focus on natural solutions,
which not only reduce flood risk but
also support our environment and
local wildlife.”

‘Work on the projects is expected

A major part of the programme RBC spokesperson said:

ments with others forming part of

change.” to begin this year.

Dan’s the Mann for forum position

For more information, or to ook, please call

just(go)holidays 03332 342 514 quote 0SG

THE FORUM that represents businesses in
Rugby has appointed a ‘solid’ new chair.
Dan Mann, corporate affairs

region and there are exciting times ahead
with the launch of our manifesto this spring.
“We have very good links with

EIEEEIESE A mustpion

Reader Travel

manager at Cemex UK, has
been announced as new
chair of the Coventry and
Warwickshire Chamber of
Commerce’s Rugby Local
Business Forum. He replaces
Karen Shuter, who stepped
down in October.

The forum meets three
times per year to discuss
issues for local firms and
hear updates from key bor-
ough decision makers.

Dan, pictured, said: “I know
| have very big shoes to fill,
replacing Karen in this role,

who chaired this forum over

many years.

“I have seen, first-hand, the work the
chamber does for Rugby and the wider

MP John Slinger and the local
authorities and that dialogue
is absolutely vital because
understanding the issues
that might hold back growth,
and how we overcome those
together, can strengthen our
local economy.”

Chamber chief executive
Corin Crane said: “We are
thriled Dan has come on
board as chair. He has a
great understanding of how
businesses can interact with
government at all levels, to
ensure the area benefits.
“Having a name such as

Cemex playing its part at a local level shows

the vital role the chamber has in bringing
together firms of all sizes and sectors.”

New skills centre planned in town

A NEW initiative will aim to
provide training and sup-
port for Rugby residents
and businesses.

Rugby Borough Council
has secured &£9.9million
to help deliver a training
and innovation hub in the
town to offer financial and
employment training.

The fund, secured by
legal agreement from the
Frasers Group, will sup-
port the hub’s primary
activities, including work-
readiness training, sup-
port for small businesses
to access construction and
supply chain activities, and
training and innovation

schemes for wider commu-
nity projects.

The hub will also perform
outreach work for seldom-
heard and hard-to-reach
groups in the borough.

The council is currently
considering options to pro-
vide the hub.

Council leader council-
lor Michael Moran said:
“Rugby’s town centre is
an historic and significant
part of our town and its
regeneration is of vital
importance.

“That’s why it is so excit-
ing to have secured this
tranche of funding to help
support upskilling and

training for the people of
Rugby, as well as support-
ing our businesses to pre-
pare for the future.”

Coun Jerry Roodhouse,
chair of the town cen-
tre working group, said:
“Securing this funding to
provide vital support for
the businesses and people
of Rugby is a huge boost
for our town centre.

“We are excited to launch
the training and innovation
hub as soon as we can and
it will help to provide our
local businesses with the
skills and knowledge need-
ed to take their businesses
forward.”

Balmoral Castle

& the Scottish Highlands

Departing Sun 31 May ‘26

Let the raw beauty of the Scottish Highlands

capture your imagination on this 7-day tour.

Highlights include Balmoral Castle, Loch Ness, the

Strathspey Steam Railway and Highland towns

like Aviemore and Ballater...as stirring as the

bagpipes themselves!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Rughy, Coventry

¢/ First & last night at a selected hotel (JG3 rating)
with dinner & breakfast

¢ 4 nights at the Coylumbridge Resort Hotel, near
Aviemore (JG2+ rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢ Journey on the Strathspey Steam Railway

/ En-route visits to Stirling & Greta Green

¢/ Excursions to Blair Castle & Gardens, Aviemore,

Fort William, Balmoral Castle, Ballater, Inverness
& Loch Ness Visitor Centre

7 Days by Coach onIy £789
Single Supplement £230

These packages are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & condit ons. Coach bookings ar
of Bonded Travel Organ st Ltd. Air Folidays are ATL pro No.10889. Prices
henoured on bookings made up o 7 davs posL publical
may ncur asupplement. Please see wedsite or callfor full

Visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

cted by Banded Coach Holidays & the Assaciation @) =
son, basad on twie pecple sharing a room 8 bon ABTOT 4
esof da, hotel arportor pickup locolior [

Bournemouth the New Forest
& Weymouth

Departing Mon 12 Oct ‘26

On this trip to Dorset, we make our base in the
vibrant town of Bournemouth, famous for its
two piers, sandy beach and magnificent endless
countryside. With an included trip to Weymouth
and the New Forest, this break is set to be a
fabulous five days away.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

¢/ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Bournemouth (JG2
rating) with dinner & breakfast

¢/ Excursions to Weymouth & the New Forest
{Lyndhurst & Lymington)

Optional excursion to Salisbury (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £319

Single Supplement £80

. aLvee
ustgohols Seoiy

H justg wRITISH
TRAVEL

AWARDS
5055

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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Council unveils £250,000
fund for wellbeing ideas

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

GRANTS of up to £20,000 are
on offer for projects which
improve health and wellbe-
ing and promote physical
activity in Rugby.

Rugby Borough Council (RBC)

has launched the Love Rugby
‘Wellbeing Fund to help local organ-
isations deliver projects such as
improving community facilities,
creating new activities, supporting
under-represented groups and test-
ing new ideas that help people get
into healthy habits.

A total of £250,000 is available,
with grants of up to £20,000 for
each successful applicant.

Projects must show clear local
need, strong community involve-
ment and measurable results — such
as increasing participation in physi-
cal activity, improving access to
facilities or creating more opportu-
nities for people who face barriers.

Applicants are also asked to con-
sider how their plans can reduce
environmental impact and support
greener ways of working.

RBC leader councillor Michael
Moran said: “Through the Love
Rugby Wellbeing Fund, the council
aims to invest in our local clubs and
organisations to expand access and
get as many people as possible in
the borough engaged in sport and
healthy community activities.

“Whether it is a traditional sport
like rugby or football, or yoga for
pensioners in their village hall, it is

The Observer, Friday March 27, 2026

so important for everyone’s physical
and mental health.”

Coun Jerry Roodhouse, leader of
RBC’s Liberal Democrat group, said:
“This fund is about supporting the
amazing work already happening in
our communities and helping it go
even further.

“Local groups know their com-
munities and this funding gives them
the chance to grow ideas, reach
more people and make a real differ-
ence to health and wellbeing.”

Applications will open in mid-April
and close on July 31. The success-
ful applicants will be announced in
September and delivered over six
months up to March next year.

Further information about the
Love Rugby Wellbeing Fund, includ-
ing how to apply, will be available at
www.rugby.gov.uk/loverugby.

Hydrotherapy kit set to arrive

NEW hydrotherapy equipment will be
installed at Lutterworth’s council-owned lei-
sure centre.

Harborough District Council (HDC) will
invest £80,000 toward an £87,000 project to
install a ‘hydropod’ and two ‘hydrobeds’ at
the Lutterworth site.

The equipment is designed to support
recovery from injury, rehabilitation and the
management of long-term health conditions.

Hydrotherapy uses warm water to support
the body during exercise and treatment, by
reducing pressure on joints and muscles,
enabling people recovering from injuries —
or living with conditions such as arthritis,
chronic pain or mobility issues — to move
more comfortably while improving strength,
flexibility and circulation.

Hydrotherapy also helps reduce stress and
promote relaxation and mental health.

The project will be delivered with the coun-
cil’s leisure operator, Everyone Active, which
will project-manage the work and has also

contributed financially towards the scheme.

HDC leader councillor Phil Knowles said:
“Investing in facilities that support the health
and wellbeing of our residents is a key
priority for the council. The introduction
of hydrotherapy equipment at Lutterworth
Leisure Centre will provide valuable support
for people recovering from injury, living with
long-term conditions or simply looking for
ways to improve their overall wellbeing.

“We are pleased to be working in partner-
ship with Everyone Active, whose support
and expertise will help deliver this project
and ensure these new facilities are available
for the community to benefit from.”

Coun Jo Asher, the council’s cabinet lead
for culture, leisure, economy and tourism,
said: “Three years ago, we saved the leisure
centres and invested millions of pounds to
enhance and upgrade them.

“This investment is a further investment in
our communities, both for now and for the
future.”

E\TERWNE WELCOMES YOU TO

LUTTERWORTH LEISURE CENTRE

Lutterworth Leisure Centre held a community party in 2024, to mark its reopening
following a refurbishment. Picture by Marcus Mingins 4024003MMR2
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Police seized cocaine, heroin, cannabis, and cannabis-infused vapes during a week-long crackdown. s

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

POLICE in Coventry arrested 13
people and seized around £10,000
worth of drugs during a week-long
crackdown on criminal gangs.

West Midlands Police’s county lines
taskforce, with partners and local teams,
targeted gangs who exploit children
and vulnerable adults to supply drugs
across police force boundaries, as part
of a national county lines intensification
week.

Officers in Coventry stop-searched 48
people, 11 of whom were arrested for
drugs offences including possession with
intent to supply and cannabis cultiva-
tion.

Two people were arrested after being
stopped in a vehicle and found in posses-
sion of weapons including a baseball bat
and a lock knife. Class A and B drugs,

cash and a burner phone were also
found.

The team executed three warrants and
seized large amounts of cash, class A
drugs and a machete.

Around £10,000 worth of cocaine, her-
oin, cannabis and cannabis-infused vapes
were recovered during the week.

The force’s gang and organised crime
team visited six suspected ‘cuckooed’
properties — where dealers take over the
home of a vulnerable person — to identify
those most at risk of exploitation.

As part of the county lines intensifica-
tion week, Year 6 pupils from Coventry
schools took part in virtual-reality head-
set workshops to discuss topics such as
gang crime and the dangers of carrying
a knife, and the West Midlands Police’s
schools team visited 300 pupils in years 1
to 8 to deliver workshops and safeguard-
ing interventions and to talk to parents.

Ch Supt Paul Joyce, who manages
local policing in Coventry, said: “National
intensification weeks are a great way to

raise public awareness around the dan-
gers of county lines.

“We know organised gang activity, drug
dealing and the exploitation of vulnerable
people is a concern all year round. We
are relentless in our efforts to safeguard
those at most harm in our communities
and work tirelessly to bring offenders to
Jjustice.

“Our collaborative approach with part-
ners means we are able to take proac-
tive police action and then ensure those
released from custody have tangible next
steps that can lead them away from a life
of crime.”

Signs of cuckooing and county lines
gangs include a high number of people
entering and leaving a property at unu-
sual times of day and night and increased
antisocial behaviour or neglect to a prop-

erty.

Visit https://tinyurl.com/44x66fhb for
information from the Children’s Society
about how to spot the signs of child
exploitation.
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Near-miss driver ban

A CARELESS driver from
Coventry has received
a six-month road ban
after narrowly missing
an oncoming lorry while
overtaking.

The motorist, 25, tried to
pass a van driver in Silver
Eagle Way in Baginton in
April, clipping the van in
the process and leaving
debris scattered across
the carriageway.

He also narrowly missed
a collision with an HGV
travelling in the opposite
direction.

He failed to stop,
exchange details or report
the incident to police with-
in the required 24 hours.

The van driver caught
the incident on his dash-
cam, however, and sub-
mitted footage to Warw-
ickshire Police, resulting

in a notice of intended
prosecution being sent to
the culprit.

After pleading guilty in
court, the driver was dis-
qualified for six months,

handed a community
order requiring him to
complete 120 hours of
unpaid, supervised work
and ordered to pay £250
in costs and a victim sur-
charge.

The police prosecutor
in the case said: “This
collision shows how valu-
able dashcam [evidence]
can be, as the footage
provided clear evidence
of what had happened.

“The other driver stated
he could find no damage
to his car but the footage
clearly shows the dam-
age sustained and we
were able to use this as
evidence in court.

“We can only hope the
six-month driving ban and
unpaid work serves as a
wake-up call and encour-
ages him to think more
carefully about how he
drives in future.”

Visit www.coventry
observer.co.uk to watch
the dashcam footage.

The careless driver narrowly avoided a collision
with an oncoming lorry. s

For all your Roofing and Roofline needs. ..

Big enough
to cope, small
enough to care.

Your local family run business
established in 1983 by Roger Smith.
His wife Ann headed the office, now
run by daughter Donna. Sons; Craig
and Marcus can be found at work on
site, as well as providing your free, no
obligation quotations.

All of our work is guaranteed, so your
home is safe in our hands.

To find out more about our history,
view recent pictures and customer
feedback, please visit our website or
Facebook page.

Mock Tudor/ Replica
Wood Boards

UPVC Fascia, Bage,
Soffit & Guttering

Cladding Equinox® Tiled

Conservatory Roof System

Products and Services we offer:
Fascias/ Barge boards/ Soffits/
Guttering/Dry Verge

Carports/ Over door canopies/

PVCu doors

Composite doors/Garage doors

Concrete (Finlock) gutter lining or
removal

Cladding including textured

timber effect (Fortex)

Flat to pitched roof conversions
Polycarbonate roofing/ Plastisol roofing
Rubberbond fleecebacked or

Single ply roofing

Fibre cement roofing sheets

Mock Tudor Planks

Rubberbond® FleeceBack™

Dry Verge &
4 2 EPDM Rocfing

Dry Ridge System

[—
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To find out more...

1y 02476 494 491

W www.rogersmithinstallations.co.uk

rogersmithinstallations
‘-»‘ @yahoo.co.uk
facebook.com/
rogersmithinstallations

Roger Smith Installations
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THE POWERFUL stories of
young people caught in glo-
bal conflict have been turned
into comic-book style stories
for an exhibition that is com-
ing to Coventry.

The real-life experiences of young
people working for peace worldwide
have been shared by award-winning
comics producer PositiveNegatives,
as part of a Coventry University
research project.

I Couldn’t Stand By, which
presents stories of young people
in countries such as Algeria and
Colombia, make up an exhibition
heading to Coventry Cathedral in
May before settling at the Coventry
Refugee and Migrant Centre.

Lead researcher Dr Michaelina
Jakala, from Coventry University’'s
research centre for peace and secu-
rity, says the exhibition’s message
feels timely given the ongoing con-
flict in the Middle East.

She said: “With conflict dom-
inating the headlines, this exhi-
bition offers something different
— a reminder that peace is built
gradually, by ordinary people tak-

ing action. We hope it encourages
young people here in the UK to see
themselves as part of that story.”

The exhibition, which was funded
by the Allan and Nesta Ferguson
Charitable Trust, draws on a six-year
research programme which saw a
team work with PositiveNegatives,
and education specialist Lifeworlds
Learning, to explore how young
people experience conflict, con-
tribute to peacebuilding and how
research can be shared through
accessible formats such as comics
and podcasts.

Child soldiers

The characters featured in the
comics are composites, based on
interviews, and represent real expe-
riences, including former child sol-
diers in Bosnia adjusting to adult-
hood, youth activists advocating for
change in Algeria and Colombia, and
displaced families in Iraq rebuilding
their lives.

‘While the full comic series spans
five regions, the exhibition focus-
es specifically on the stories from
Algeria and Colombia, selected
because they best highlight the
project’s central message of hope.

The wider research project also

led to the Generation Peace pod-
cast — which includes testimony
from Bosnian case studies — and
created new ‘citizenship’, ‘agency’
and ‘peace’ workshops for second-
ary schools that use the comics
to help students explore identity,
agency and positive social change.

Schools in London, the Midlands
and the English North West will
pilot workshop sessions this year.

The study, led by Dr Jakala and
Coventry University colleague Dr
Chas Morrison, gathered hundreds
of interviews in Algeria, Colombia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iraq and
the Kurdistan region.

Findings show that despite expe-
riencing conflict, displacement and
trauma, young people often dem-

onstrate leadership, resilience and
determination — qualities research-
ers say are too often overlooked.

Dr Morrison said: “Our research
shows that young people are far
too often excluded from decisions
about conflict and peace.

“Yet in every context we studied,
they were shaping their communi-
ties in meaningful ways — through
activism, culture, education or sim-
ply refusing to give up.

“We wanted the exhibition — and
the comics behind it — to commu-
nicate that message of agency and
possibility.”

The team identified an overarch-
ing theme of hope, supported by
three key conditions: access to
opportunities, feeling recognised
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Br. Michaelina Jakalal,,

and Dr Chas Morrison‘-
from Coventr
University.
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and heard, and being able to proc-
ess trauma.

Dr Jakala said: “Hope emerged
again and again in our interviews.
Young people showed incredible
resilience, even when living through
displacement, war or long-term
post-conflict recovery. What they
need is to be recognised, to feel
heard and to have opportunities.
Without those, hope can turn into
disaffection — but where they exist,
young people make extraordinary
contributions to peace.”

Visit https://tinyurl.com/52ftrdv6
for details of the research project
and exhibition. Visit https://tinyurl.
com/5xudmmh6 to read the comics.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/4yz65uks
to hear the podcast.

” Hop, hop, hop and have some fun,

Easter eggs are on the run!

Peek in shop windows, look around,

Letter clues are waiting to be found!

Solve them all-hooray, hooray,

Happy, egg-cellent Easter! Yay!

For more information visit
Pick up your entry form from'the leaflet stand on the Upper Mall in Royal Priors or the Visitor Info Centre and participating businesses.
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Coun Will Roberts fears the consequence

s if waste water is allowed to be

pumped into Whitnash Brook. Picture by Warwick District Green Party. s

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

ALARM has been raised at plans to
pump waste water into a stream
in Whitnash just feet away from a
nature reserve.

Bellway Homes is building 185 houses
next to Whitnash Brook and has applied to
the Environment Agency (EA) to pump up to
2,462 cubic metres of rainwater run-off daily
— almost enough to fill an Olympic swimming
pool — from the site into the stream.

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust has said it is
extremely concerned and has asked the EA
to consider the impact on the reserve’s sensi-
tive ecosystem and the wildlife corridor.

Bellway’s request states the discharge
could continue until 2030, although the vol-
ume would depend on the level of rainfall.

Green Party councillor Will Roberts,
who represents Leamington Willes on
‘Warwickshire County Council, is worried
about what would happen in extreme weath-
er like the rainfall at the start of this year.

He said: “It's a huge concern. The site
is sloping down to the brook so a heavy
amount of rain could certainly lead to a lot of

pollutants coming into the brook.” A public
consultation exercise about the plan was due
to end yesterday (Thursday) but Warwick
district councillor Becky Davidson said many
residents had told her they were not aware
of the plans.

Matt Western, Labour MP for Warwick
and Leamington, said: “The impact that such
discharge into our local river system would
have is deeply alarming and residents have
every right to firmly object to these plans.”

Bellway Homes said, in a statement:
“Protecting Whitnash Brook and the sur-
rounding nature reserve is a top priority for
us and we are committed to ensuring no risk
is posed to these areas. The application is for
rainwater runoff from the construction site,
which may contain natural silt and soil parti-
cles. Bellway remains committed to working
collaboratively with the Environment Agency
and local stakeholders to address concerns
and uphold environmental standards.”

In its application, Bellway said “ground
investigation at the site identified no evi-
dence of contamination and no elevated
concentrations of mobile contaminants pre-
senting a risk to the groundwater, adjacent
surface waters or the surrounding environ-
ment”.

The town’s big show is back

PREPARATIONS are under
way for Kenilworth Show —
with the whole community
mucking in.

Shops, cafes, pubs, res-
taurants and public build-
ings throughout Kenilworth
and the  surrounding
area will be asked to dis-
play posters for the show
— which is Warwickshire’s
largest one-day agricultur-
al event and which takes
place at Stoneleigh Park on
Saturday, June 6.

Organised by Kenilworth
and District Agricultural

Society, the charity-run ev-
ent has been celebrating
farming, food and rural life
since 1947 and is back this
year with a new programme
of activities and some old
favourites.

Kenilworth Town Council
is also supporting the 2026
event and will be providing a
free shuttle bus between the
showground, on Stoneleigh
Road, and Kenilworth clock
tower, in a move to cut
down on carbon emissions
from the show.

Town mayor James Ken-

nedy said: “The show is
such a great event for the
whole family, with so much
to do and learn, and see
what goes on in the country-
side around us.”

The show provides vital
support to local farming and
farmers at what is currently
a testing and uncertain time
for the sector, amid unpopu-
lar policy changes, labour
shortages, rising costs, mar-
ket volatility and extreme
weather.

Visit www.kenilworthshow.
co.uk for more details.

Rural support: Clare Price and Charlie Weetman, from KADAS; Kenilworth mayor
James Kennedy; Jo Reynolds, from Church Farm Brewery; Rowan Williams, from
Kenilworth Pet and Garden Supplies; and Kenilworth town councillor David Bailey. s
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A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing
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OPEN 6 DAYS
A WEEK
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Open Bank Holiday
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On A423 Southam Road,
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It’s time to share the love

A CELEBRATION of Rugby’s art, live music,
sports, culture and family entertainment will
return to the town this summer.

Rugby Borough Council (RBC) has con-
firmed the Love Rugby Festival will take
place from Saturday, June 20 to Sunday July
5, coinciding with Rugby School’s Festival-
on-the-Close.

The council is offering community grants of
up to £2,000 for organisations to stage events
and activities for Love Rugby and community
sports clubs can receive up to £500 to host
free taster sessions and open days.

The borough festival will conclude with a
‘couch-to-5k’ fun run on July 5.

Councillor Maggie O’Rourke, RBC spokes-
person for partnerships and wellbeing, said:
“We're excited for our second year of the
Love Rugby Festival and are eager to receive
applications from businesses and commu-

“We can’t wait to celebrate and bring
together Rugby’s residents, and beyond.”

Her Liberal Democrat counterpart, Coun
Neil Sandison, said: “The council is offering
grants of up to £2,000 for businesses and
community groups to host events during the
festival period.

“Applications should be submitted as soon
as possible to bring your event to life.”

Visit www.rugby.gov.uk/loverugby for
updates on events and activities or to
apply for a grant before the closing date of
Wednesday, April 22.

Visit https://tinyurl.com/bdfcspcf for NHS
advice on how to prepare for the fun run.
Details on how to sign up will be announced
soon.

Contact the town centre events team at
loverugby@rugby.gov.uk for more informa-
tion about hosting a festival event or for help

nity groups to host events.

promoting an activity.
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Couns Neil Sandison and Maggie O’Rourke announce this year’s Love Rugby Festival.
s

Teen traders can get a taste of
market stall life during easter

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

AN EASTER extravaganza is
coming to Rugby town centre
next month.

Rugby Borough Council (RBC)
will host a day of markets and
events — including food and drink,
live entertainment and drop-in
workshops - in Market Place, High
Street and Sheep Street on Saturday,

April 4, from 9am to 4pm. Rugby
Rotary Club will host an easter egg
hunt in Caldecott Park, from 10am
to 2pm, and the easter celebra-
tions will also feature the launch of
Rugby’s Teenage Market — the first
of its kind for the town.

A council spokesperson said: “The
Teenage Market will give young
people, aged 11 to 25, a platform
for skills development and a chance
to gain confidence, business know-
how and real-world experience run-

ning a market stall. Teenage Market
events offer a free way for young
people to engage with their com-
munities, helping them to develop
skills and entrepreneurship while
boosting footfall into, and enhanc-
ing the vibrancy of town centres.”
Councillor Maggie O’Rourke, RBC
portfolio holder for partnerships
and wellbeing, said: “The Rugby
Teenage Market initiative is key
to identifying a new generation of
market traders and making young

local people an active and positive
part of our town centre.”

Coun Neil Sandison, RBC Liberal
Democrat spokesperson for part-
nerships and wellbeing, said:
“Rugby has amazing diversity and
talent amongst its teenagers and
this will be a great way to celebrate
that energy.”

Coun Rob Howard, Warwickshire
County Council portfolio holder for
economy and growth, said: “It’s fan-
tastic that we’re supporting teenage

markets, providing a great opportu-
nity for our young people. I hope
that local people will come out and
support it.

“Teenage Markets are a brilliant
way to give young people real-world
experience and confidence. They
help develop entrepreneurial skills
while bringing energy and creativity
to our town centres. We're excited
to be able to support them.”

Visit https://theteenagemarket.
co.uk to apply to host a stall.
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/> GABLE REGYGLING LTD

We purchase all Ferrous
and Non Ferrous Metal

Batteries and Gables

Long Marston Road, Long Marston,

Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm
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' YOUR VOTE MATTERS
DON'T LOSE IT

Register to vote

by 20 April. It’s quick

and easy, just go to
gov.uk/register-to-vote

Scan to
register
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Support is
on offer

COVENTRY residents in finan-
cial crisis will soon be able to
get support from a new national
fund.

The Crisis and Resilience
Fund (CRF), funded by the gov-
ernment, will replace both the
Household Support Fund (HSF)
and Discretionary Housing
Payments (DHP) nationally and
in Coventry from Wednesday
April 1.

Coventry City Council will use
§6.6million of government fund-
ing to provide Crisis Payments,
Housing Payments, Resilience
Services and Community
Coordination.

Coun Richard Brown, the
council’s Cabinet Member for
Finance, said: “The government’s
national changes aim to simplify
and stabilise crisis support. We
know in Coventry that people are
finding it hard to manage house-
hold bills and that’s why we took
the decision not to raise Council
Tax to the maximum allowed.

“We are also making prepara-
tions for the new Crisis Resilience
Fund, and we want to help people
who need support in the best and
simplest way possible that helps
people maintain their dignity and
independence.”

The council is talking to sup-
port services and advice agencies
about how they can help people
to access the funding.

The CRF is open to low-income
households. A new web address
will be set up from April 1 to
provide advice about how people
can apply for funding.
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An event which will help
youngsters in the long run

A POPULAR event to encour-
age children stay active during
the school holidays is returning
to Coventry this summer.

The Children’s Mile will take
place at War Memorial Park on
Sunday June 14, offering thou-
sands of local schoolchildren an
opportunity to enjoy the outdoors.

The event features a fully acces-
sible one-mile route designed to
encourage participation from stu-
dents, teachers and staff from pri-
mary schools across Coventry.

Participants can choose to walk,
jog, wheel or run the route at their
own pace.

Each participant will receive
a commemorative t-shirt, certifi-
cate and goodies to celebrate their
achievement.

Last year, 1,045 young people
from 33 schools took part.

Coun Kamran Caan, Cabinet
Member for Public Health and Sport
at Coventry City Council, said: “It’s
great news that the Children’s Mile
is returning this summer. We're
hoping even more schools will join
in this year.

“Initiatives like this are fantastic
for our young people, offering an
inclusive opportunity to get active
while exploring the city’s fantastic
‘War Memorial Park.

“Inclusive events like this help
to inspire a love for physical activ-
ity as we prepare for yet anoth-
er fantastic summer of sport in
Coventry.”

Coventry’s  School Games
Organisers, Danny Kingham and
Stuart Davoile, added: “We're
incredibly excited for this year’s
Children’s Mile. Our goal is to have
more schools than ever participate
in this fantastic initiative, which is

open to all primary schools all over
the city.

“We encourage students and staff
at our schools to join in and take
part in the one-mile route. We also
want to see as many parents and
supporters there as possible, cheer-

ing on the children.”
Entry costs start at §£8, with an
‘early bird’ discount offer open until
April 12.
Participants must sign up through
their schools. Email covsport@cov-
entry.gov.uk for more information.

'

HAVE A 10 YEAR
INSURANCE
BACKED

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litle overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

1Brookside Close, Stratiord-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CU37 9PL
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ZBED FACTORY Attention
Trading since 1989 Arth ritus

3 floors full of beds (We are bigger than we look)

Specialists in mattresses for people SUffe re I‘S

with back, shoulder and hip pain

In pain with
your back

Many people don’t realise just
how much their mattress can
affect aches, stiffness, and
overall pain,especially in the
back.

Around one in six adults in England
experience back pain (lasting 3+ months) at
any given time.

In Warwickshire alone, it is estimated that

96,531 people suffer from back pain,that’s

about 17.6 % of the population. WHY WAIT? COME
IN STORE TODAY OR
Of those, 60,167 are estimated to have CALL U S 0 N

severe back pain in Warwickshire .
01926 426405

Leamington’s Largest Independent Bed Retailer
We can supply a large range of beds in 1to 2 weeks - 3’ Single Beds also available - WE SUPPLY WHEN OTHERS FAIL

139 Regent Street, Royal Leamington Spa, CV32 4NX
. 01926 422404 oo S i Trustpilot * * * * *
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Tenants
move in

after new
100-home

phase

completed

TENANTS have now moved
into the 100 new homes at
Rugby Borough Council’s
(RBC) flagship &£22million
Navigation Way development.

The second phase of homes
built on the former Biart Place
site was handed over to the
council by construction partner
Willmott Dixon in the new year.

The development’s 60 one and
two-bedroomed apartments, 20
maisonettes and 20 two, three
and four-bedroomed houses are
now fully occupied.

All homes were allocated to eli-
gible households on the council’s
housing waiting list.

Coun Claire Edwards, RBC

is

portfolio holder for communities
and homes, regulation and safety,
joined a tour of the completed
development.

She said: “Navigation Way has
transformed the former Biart
Place site and delivered 100 mod-
ern, sustainable properties which
have now become home to eli-
gible households on the council
waiting list.

“We have worked closely with
Willmott Dixon throughout the
development and benefited from
the financial support of both the
Government and Homes England,
which helped bring our plans
from the drawing board to deliv-
ery.
“Now work has been complet-

ed, we again want to thank the
community who live near the
site for their patience and under-
standing while construction was
taking place.”

Homes England supported the
development with a £6.8million
grant from its Affordable Homes
Programme 2021-2026, which
allowed the council to allocate all
100 homes to households on the
waiting list.

Navigation Way also secured
a further &$2million from the
Government’s Get Building
Fund.

Homes at the development
have sustainable design and
construction features, including
electric vehicle charging points,

solar panels and air source heat
pumps.

Michelle Cotterill, director at
‘Willmott Dixon, said: “Navigation
Way is a fantastic example of how
collaboration can deliver lasting
impact for a community.

“Working closely with RBC, we
have transformed the old Biart
Place site into high quality, ener-
gy efficient homes that directly
address local need.

“Seeing all 100 properties now
occupied is a proud moment for
Willmott Dixon and reflects our
commitment to creating sustain-
able places where people can
thrive.

“This development not only
provides much-needed housing,
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Daniel King (Homes
England), Roy
Horsfall (Willmott
Dixon), Lewis
Young (Homes
England), Charlotte
Larkins (RBC
project officer),
Coun Claire
Edwards (RBC),
Paul Wootton

(RBC senior
project manager),
Michelle Dickson
(RBC strategic
director for com-
munities), Martin
Pallett (Willmott
Dixon), Alan French
(Willmott Dixon),
Alistair Howarth
(Michael Dyson
Associates), Joe
O’Leary (Willmott
Dixon) and Tony
Dawson (Willmott
Dixon) took a tour
of the Navigation
Way development.

but leaves a legacy that we, the
council, and the whole commu-
nity can be proud of.”

The name ‘Navigation Way’
was chosen by councillors to
celebrate the role the railway and
canal networks played in Rugby’s
rapid industrial growth in the
19th century.

Coun Noreen New, RBC’s
Liberal Democrat group spokes-
person for communities and
homes, regulation and safety,
said: “It is exciting to see the
old Biart Place site has been sen-
sitively redeveloped to give so
many families the opportunity to
live in new, well-equipped homes
which are fit for the future.”

Questions about care?
We can help

We know moving into residential care is
an emotional and difficult decision with
lots to think about.

Drovers House, Rugby

07802 728447
B p.rainsford@wcs-care.co.uk

With over 30 years’ experience, we can help
you navigate the process of finding the right
care home, so that you feel confident about the
decision you make — whether that’s choosing

a WCS Care home, or one outside our group
that’s more suited to your needs.

Westlands, Rugby
Dewar Close, Rugby
07802 728443

B8 j.rugg@wcs-care.co.uk

If you’ve got questions about care,
or one of our care homes, our
Trusted Advisors can help.

CARE HOME
GROUP

carehome.co.uk

) wcs-care.co.uk [ /wcscare

Registered charity number 1012788
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Council cash to
give shop fronts

in four-year
grant schemeg
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A MAKEOVER for shop fronts
in Rugby town centre is on offer
after Rugby Borough Council
set aside new funding as part of
a four-year scheme.

The Town Centre Grant Frontages
Scheme will allow businesses and
landlords in the town centre to
apply for up to £5,000 to get a new
shopfront designed and approved
through the planning process,
and then a further grant of up to
£20,000 to fund the works.

The scheme follows the suc-
cess of the Council’s previous
scheme delivered from UK Shared
Prosperity Funding in 2024-25,
where 10 grants with a value of
over £90,000 were awarded to local
businesses.

The shop frontage grant pro-
gramme is part of the council’'s
wider regeneration plan to improve
the town centre.

The scheme aims to make it easi-
er for occupied and vacant units in
key areas of the town to improve
their appearance and make them
more attractive to external inves-
tors.

The programme is open from
April 2026 until the end of March
2029, but works will be allowed
to continue until the end of March
2030.

Grants will be given to business-
es that are visibly in poor condition
and are having a negative impact
on the area, as judged by site visits
from council officers.

Funding will be targeted towards
premises in Sheep Street and High
Street during the first year of the
scheme, before being extended to
new areas — likely to be North
Street, Railway Terrace, and Albert
Street — in the second and third
year.

Any business which successful-
ly applies for the enabling grant
can then apply for a works grant.
‘While no match-funding is required
for the enabling grant, a business
applying for a works grant must
match-fund at least 20 per cent of
the cost.

Rugby Borough Council Leader
Coun Michael Moran said: “Like
many towns, shop frontages in
Rugby town centre could be a lot

better, and we want to work with
occupiers and landlords to improve
them in the areas that need them
the most.

“The targeted approach we are
taking will ensure these improve-
ments will deliver maximum impact
in the town centre while keeping
the cost to taxpayers at a mini-
mum.

“Improved shop frontages,
whether at an occupied unit or a
vacant one, can make such a differ-
ence to the feel of a town.

“We strongly believe that this
scheme, alongside the several
other projects we are delivering to
improve the town centre, will make
Rugby a better place to live, work,
visit, and invest in, and we encour-

age eligible businesses to apply.”

Coun Jerry Roodhouse, Chair of
the Rugby Town Centre Working
Group, added: “We welcome this
new scheme which will enable
many businesses in the town centre
to access the funding they need to
improve their frontages.

“It clearly demonstrates our com-
mitment to working together to
not only support our town’s busi-
nesses, but improve the whole of
Rugby town centre.”

All applicants will need to fol-
low the council’s shopfront design
guide, which will be included in
the application pack for the grant.
Visit www.rugby.gov.uk/w/town-
centre-frontages-grant-programme
for more information.

OUR BIG SALE
IS STILL ON

INFLATION EVERYWHERE - BUT NOT AT CARPET MILL!

Everything is going up in price, the same for Carpets and this is why it pays to go to Carpet Mill. Manufacturers of yarn
and other materials for making carpets have all had price rises and some manufacturers are busy changing their
specifications to many ranges to compensate. They also get surplus rolls that they cannot sell to the big stores as they

don't have enough stock left to service them.

Therefore, we are buying those rolls at a FAT DISCOUNT and passing it on t

BRAND NAME CARPETS .
AT LOW LOW PRICES

From quality Axminster to budget cord

e are recommended for our low prices, quality service and extensive range

throughout the Midlands. There are no R.R. prices on carpets, so if others
50% offers or sales discounts, is it 50% off their normal high ﬁrices. ALWAYS

OPEN 7 DAYS

o YOU.
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STANDING DOWN: AN RAF stal-
wart from Warwick has retired after
35 years distinguished service.

Michelle Rees-Martin, a former
pupil of Westgate, Newburgh and
Aylesford schools, began her Royal
Air Force career as a Logistics
Supplier in March 1991

She rose through the ranks to
become the Station Warrant Officer
at RAF Waddington, one of the
most prestigious roles in the RAF.

She has served at numerous sta-
tions across the UK and overseas,
completing multiple detachments
around the world, consistently dem-
onstrating exceptional commitment
and leadership.

Her career has been marked by
significant achievements, including
being awarded an MBE in the King’s
Birthday Honours List in 2024,
in recognition of her outstanding
service to the Royal Air Force and
her significant contributions to the
Royal Air Forces Association.

She was further recognised
last year with the prestigious
Meritorious Service Medal, awarded
for good, faithful, and meritorious

Michelle Rees-Martin from
Warwick has retired from
the RAF after 35 years.

service, with irreproachable char-
acter and conduct. The MSM is a
rare honour, with only 60 awarded
to RAF personnel annually.

‘WO Rees-Martin has now settled
in Lincoln with her husband Wyn
- formerly a member of the RAF
Police. Their eldest son, Steffan,
Ives in London, while their young-
est son, Corbyn, has followed in
his parent’s footsteps and recently
begun his own RAF journey at the
Recruit Training Squadron at RAF
Halton.

Michelle said: “I am deeply hon-
oured to have concluded my serv-
ice career as the Station Warrant
Officer at RAF Waddington. While I
am extremely sad to leave, serving
for 35 years has been an incredible
journey, and this role has been a
truly fantastic culmination to my
career. I now look forward with
great excitement to the opportuni-
ties and ventures that lie ahead.

“My roots will always lie with
Warwick; my older brother
Andrew is still in the area and lives
with his wife Jeanette in Hampton
Magna.”
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Hearing first-hand
about Helmand life

ROTARIANS in Warwick have been
hearing about life in Afghanistan
from an army reservist.

Major Lucy Sewell recently gave a
presentation to the Warwick Rotarians,
offering an account of her deployment
to Helmand Province in 2012

Lucy also completed a 30 year
career as a police inspector with
‘Warwickshire Police, balancing the
demands of full-time policing with her
commitments to the Army Reserve.

Lucy joined the Army Reserve at the
age of 19, motivated by a desire to
broaden her horizons. She progressed
steadily through the ranks and was
commissioned as an officer in 2003.
Her commitment saw her training
regularly at weekends, often transi-
tioning between policing duties during
the week and military responsibilities
in her spare time.

The dual career afforded her oppor-
tunities to travel extensively, including
to Canada, France, Germany, Nepal
and Austria, before she volunteered
for deployment to Afghanistan.

During her six month tour in
Helmand Province, Lucy mentored
Afghan police officers. Operating in
a highly volatile environment, she
became adept at identifying threats
such as improvised explosive devices
and potential sniper positions.

Reflecting on the experience, she
spoke candidly of the dangers faced
and the personal losses endured, hav-
ing lost friends during the deploy-

ment.
She highlighted the complex chal-

lenges on the ground, noting that at
the time Afghanistan was responsible
for the vast majority of the world’s

heroin production. Corruption
within local policing structures, she
explained, was widespread at both
Jjunior and senior levels. Drug use
among some officers, inadequate
security standards, and uncertainty
over allegiances created an atmos-
phere of mistrust.

So-called “green on blue” insider

Major Lucy
Sewell with
Warwick
Rotary
President Jon
Wassall.

attacks, where Afghan personnel
turned their weapons on coalition
forces, further eroded confidence
between mentors and their counter-
parts.

British forces were deployed in
Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021, dur-
ing which 457 personnel lost their
lives. Today, the country remains
under the control of the Taliban, and
many of the freedoms previously
established have since been lost.
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Following on from the fantastic response to
our debut "Winter' edition of Seasons,
we're delighted to announce that Seasons
'Spring' edition is about to be sprung.

As the days grow longer and our towns,
villages and the countryside emerge from
the long dark days of winter, we are all
enjoying the arrival of the 'Spring' of 2026.

browse on line

A \
business to be featured in the next edition of Seasons or |f you 'd like more detalls
just call 01527 588688 and speak to Kelly, Caroline, Roisin, Paul, Gareth or Sharon.

Seasons magazine is brought to you, by your local Observer and your local Standard Newspaper Team
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Seasons

The 'Spring' edition of Seasons
will celebrate everything
uplifting, inspiring and
quintessentially local across
the three counties of
Warwickshire, Worcestershire
and the West Midlands.

The beautifully glossy AS
magazine will once again be
freely available in print, from a
major supermarket near you -
and, the 'Spring' edition of
Seasons will also be available |

247 on line and will be B
showcased across all of our
local Observer and Standard
Newspapers, websites and
social media platforms for the

So you'll be able to enjoy the
exclusive, evergreen, editions
of Seasons by logging on to
www.seasons-magazine.com
where you can browse the
'Winter' edition of Seasons 247
and soon, you'll be able to
enjoy the 'Spring' edition of

next 12 months.

Seasons too!
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Comeonin...

Discover an easier life
with McCarthy Stone.
Independent living in your
own well-appointed, warm
and cosy apartment. With
friendly neighbours, there
if you need them.

Enjoy a welcome that feels
like coming home. You'll
soon see why so many

of our homeowners tell

us they wish they'd

moved sooner.

Call today on
0800 310 0083
to book your visit.

McCarthy Stone

Properties nationwide for the over 55s to buy,
rent or for Shared Ownership*

Join us at at one our events. Scan the QR code or see
mccarthystone.co.uk for details.

RUGBY
Knox Court,
Bilton Road CV22 7BA

Located close to all the amenities
of the bustling town centre, you
can enjoy your own spacious
apartment and so much more.
Flexible care and support
packages are available and freshly
prepared meals are served daily
in the bistro”.

Prices from £289,950"

SHIRLEY
Wheatley Place,
Stratford Road B90 4GZ

Located in sought-after Shirley,
features include flexible care and
support packages and an on-site
bistro serving fresh meals daily".
There's an Estate Manager on-site
24/7 and the communal facilities
include a wonderful roof terrace
and wellness suite.

Prices from £279,995°

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
Romeo Place,
Alcester Road CV37 9WF

Set in a thriving medieval town,
you can immerse yourself in

an area steeped in history and
charm. The beautifully finished,
low maintenance retirement
apartments, offer luxurious and
contemporary living in a modern
and secure community.

Prices from £287,500"

A STUDLEY
I Priory Place,
Alcester Road B80 7AR

Conveniently located in the
picturesque village of Studley,

with a host of local amenities

on your doorstep. Facilities include
a stunning communal lounge and
landscaped gardens. You're also
looked after by the friendly
on-site manager.

Prices from £199,995"

Homes Information correct at time of print. "Extra charge applies. *Subject to availability. See mccarthystone.co.uk/shared-ownership for more details.

England

SC023545
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in fabric or |
leather
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\ £999 ] Available \

rrp £1299

sTock carpets from £8.99
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chaise sofas ' ‘ .

Zac Chaise
£1,969

rrp £2,319

Rolling Hills
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THERE'S MORE IN STORE FOR LESS
across all our departments

HYPNOS NATIONAL
FANTASTIC BED MONTH

SAVINGS r—/'\ . 2
Ask about our PiIIowtop) FOI’ qUICk |OCO| dellvery

L | Mattresses 01 789 299446

give Extra

price of a DOUBLE

11 A M8 www.carpetwise.net
: A \ —at a Visit our Showroom:
Noyuna \e ] A Monday - Saturday 9.00 - 17.00
Interest free p e oS ‘ v y g : _ . : -
finance now g PR FREE Parking right outside
| available i " B\ dr
Gt e - - ; K *For Extra Discount Terms & Conditions, please visit:
e _— ; = cted ranges https://www.carpetwise.net/extra-saving-terms-and-conditions-2026/
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Public offered a chance
to help choose priorities

WARWICKSHIRE County Council
has set out its future objectives and
priorities in a new draft Council
Plan - Recalibrating Warwickshire
- and is urging residents, busi-
nesses and partners to share their
views on what matters most to
them.

The council wants people across
the county to take part in a survey,
open until April 14, to help shape the
final version of the plan. Covering the
next four years, the draft plan sets out
aims to improve services and how the
authority is run.

WCC leader Coun George Finch
said: “This draft plan outlines how we
will recalibrate Warwickshire so that
taxpayers receive a better, fairer deal.
Listening to the views of residents,
local businesses and our partners is
essential, and we will ensure the plan
reflects the issues that matter most to
them.

“Our ambition is for Warwickshire to
be a place where people feel confident
that their council is doing everything
it can to help them be safer, healthier
and able to flourish. I encourage eve-
ryone to take the time to read the draft
plan and share their views, so they can
be assured that this is what we are
committed to delivering.”

Visit ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/bi/
recalibrating-warwickshire/ to com-
plete the survey.

For a paper copy call 01926
410410 or collect a copy from any
‘Warwickshire County Council library.
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Fresh support
for businesses

A NEW support service for Warwickshire
businesses is being launched.

‘Warwickshire Business Growth Service
(WBGS), led by Warwickshire County
Council, will launch on April 1 and build on
the work previously delivered through the
Coventry and Warwickshire Growth Hub.

The new service will focus on supporting
all businesses with advice, events and peer
led support, but with a renewed focus on
‘Warwickshire-based businesses and those
from sectors including digital creative,
automotive and future mobility, visitor
economy and rural economy.

Following the announcement that
national funding for local business sup-
port will significantly reduce from April,
with Warwickshire seeing a 91 per cent
reduction in core government support,
the council has agreed to invest an addi-
tional £1million of its own resources to
ensure that business growth and economic
development services continue for county
enterprises. This is alongside the support
the council receives from the Department
of Business and Trade.

The WBGS will prioritise support for the
county’s key growth sectors, while also
aiming to ensure all businesses can contin-
ue to access help and guidance from a wide
range of services across the council includ-
ing skills, property, access to finance, trad-
ing standards and business support from
Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service.

WCC’s economy spokesperson Coun
Rob Howard said: “The new Warwickshire
Business Growth Service brings the oppor-
tunity to connect the wide range of serv-
ices the council provides to businesses,
alongside much-needed programmes of
support.

“This is an important investment in the
growth of our local economy and the future
success of Warwickshire businesses.”

Saturday 6 June 2026
Enjoy a day trip to Aberystwyth.

This unusual and contrasting day excursion will take us
to the Cambrian Coast resort of Aberystwyth via the
Midlands and Shropshire. An added attraction will be
the change of motive power at Oxley, where our Class
37 will be augmented by a Class 97, a former Class 37
locomotive now fitted with ERTMS to enable the train
to run on the Cambrian Line west of Shrewsbury.

There is much to savour on this trip, as the spectacular
scenery of mid Wales unfolds through wide valleys and
steep passes along the way.

Join us from Rugby, Coventry or Birmingham
International to visit Aberystwyth.

The Aberystwyth Coastal Voyager CLASSIC LOCOMOTIVES » SCENIC JOURNEYS » FASCINATING DESTINATIONS

NN, aLveg
HIALL R, \MALL SSMALL

For more information please visit railwaytouring.net or phone 01553 661 500 i

BESTTRAVELCOMPANY
RAILHOLIDAYS

Refreshments available to purchase on board. Tables for two can be guaranteed in Premier/First for a supplement of £50 per person subject to availability. Prices start from £115 per person. Junior and family fares available. Booking subject to availability. Images are for illustration
purposes only — locos/trains may differ. The Railway Touring Company's standard conditions of booking and travel apply — see website for further details. The Railway Touring Company - The Old Stables, Estuary Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 2HL
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

Just for
Rls o

Visit your local store today:
Just for Pets Leamington Leamington Shopping Park, Tachbrook Park Dr, Leamington Spa CV34 6RH (next to M&S)
Just for Pets Coventry Arena Shopping Park, Rowley's Green, Coventry CV6 6AS (next to M&S)
Just for Pets Nuneaton Horeston Grange Shopping Centre, Nuneaton CV11 6GU (next to Farmfoods)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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Cash set to offer support
in tackling knife crime

FUNDS have been handed over
to projects designed to empow-
er victims of crime across the
West Midlands.

Atotal of £83,271 has been award-
ed by the West Midlands Police
and Crime Commissioner (PCC),
Simon Foster, through the Victims’
Code Innovation Fund, to support
community organisations to raise
awareness of the Victims’ Code and
help victims obtain access to justice
and navigate the criminal justice
system with greater confidence.

The funding will support nine
organisations delivering target-
ed programmes over the next 12
months to some of the region’s
most vulnerable communities -
including young people, victims of
sexual violence, families bereaved
by homicide, deaf victims, South
Asian women and Eastern European
communities.

Mr Foster said: “Supporting
victims and standing up for their
rights is absolutely fundamental
to delivering access to justice. Too
often victims feel unheard, unsup-
ported or unsure of what help is
available to them.

“This investment will help ensure
victims across our region are
empowered to better understand
their rights under the Victims’ Code
and can access justice and the help
and support they need, when they
need it.”

The funding programme has been
developed in partnership with the

Natalie Queiroz
has welcomed
funds from the
PCC to support
victims of crime
across the region.

West Midlands Victims’ Advocate,
Natalie Queiroz, whose role is dedi-
cated to amplifying victims’ voices
and ensuring services respond to
their needs.

Natalie said: “Every victim
deserves to feel heard, supported
and empowered throughout their
journey. Raising awareness of the
Victims’ Code is essential so that
people know the rights they are
entitled to and the help that is avail-

able to them as they navigate their
journey through the complexities
of the criminal justice system.

“These projects will make a real
difference by reaching communi-
ties who may face additional barri-
ers to support or access to justice.
Barriers such as language, disabil-
ity, age or culture.

“By working with trusted com-
munity organisations, we can
ensure more victims are informed,

supported and able to access jus-
tice.”

The announcement came ahead
of the West Midlands Victims’
Summit, hosted by the Police
and Crime Commissioner and the
Victims’ Advocate, and brought
together victims, support organi-
sations, criminal justice partners
and policymakers to strengthen
collaboration and improve services
for victims across the region.
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Help is
at hand
when
power
cuts out

MOST people in the West
Midlands are unaware of a
vital helpline they can use
during a power cut.

New research from National
Grid Electricity Distribution
(NGED) shows that 84 per
cent of people in the West
Midlands don’t know about
the first port of call in a
power cut — the 105 helpline.

The 105 number connects
callers directly to their local
electricity network operator
in the event of a power cut,
free of charge.

Power cuts can happen at
any time — whether due to
severe weather, unexpected
incidents, or technical faults.

For many, the first moments
of a power cut can be confus-
ing for people, especially if
it’s unclear whether the issue
is affecting their home, their
street, or the wider area.

The 105 helpline is designed
to provide people with fast,
direct access to the right sup-
port, regardless of who sup-
plies their electricity.

National Grid’s support
hub at https://www.customer.
nationalgrid.co.uk/wintersup-
port provides practical advice
on what to do in a power cut.

7/¢e New

WESTON—SUPER—MARE

LATE AVAILABILITY
Special Offers 30% Off

PLUS FREE ROOM UPGRADE (subject to availability)

FREE BAR EVERY NIGHT (epm-10pm)

lus 0

Friday 3rd April - Monday 6th NOW £219pp | Friday 22nd May — Monday 25th NOW £239pp

All holidays include three nights accommodation with ‘all you can eat’ breakfast, four course evening meal, live nightly entertainment, free bar 6pm-10pm
ional coach travel (additional cost

To book or for further information please call us on
01934 621 839 - www.newoceanhotel.co.uk
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Dudok Quartet with Pieter
Wispelwey
Holy Trinity Church, Leamington

MANY claim Schubert’s C Major
outing to be the finest quintet writ-
ten, offering a wonderful range of
harmony, rhythm and melodic vari-
ation. It’s certainly a staggering
achievement, but to succeed fully
it still needs to be played and it
can hardly have had many bet-
ter treatments than this astonishing
reading from the Dudok and Pieter
Wispelwey.

Schubert’s masterwork formed
the finale of a concert which had
already given so much. Pieces from
Rameau and Dowland - the latter a
selection from his settings of The
Seven Teares which sparkled and
lamented in equal measure with a
delicious early music texture and
sound.

All playing on gut strings but with
a variety of bows and a line-up that
puts the cellos central and the viola
to the side, the Dudok are clearly
a quartet who like to do things
their way, even having one stand-
ing member among the remainder
seated.

And there’s a similarly quirky,
uniqueness to the way they play.
From the off the approach was
fundamentally relaxed, not lazy or
underpowered, just relaxed with a
sense of letting the music find its
best voice in the acoustic.

Mozart’s Quartet No 21 Prussian
showcased the musicianship the
quartet has to offer. There is a
wonderful breadth to the dynamics
these four can achieve not just in
terms of volume but in terms of an
almost palpable softness so delicate
placed.

When four becomes five

Impressive too is the immaculate
intonation throughout, not so easy
when the gut-strung cello is asked
to leap between octaves with pre-
cious little to hide behind. In an
acoustic as unforgiving as a large
church this was simply faultless.

But it will surely be the closing
Schubert that will live longest in
the memory. The monumental first
movement was testimony to the
sheer weight of work this group has
put into preparing for the recording
studio. Again the spirit is stirred by
the wonderful attention to detail,
forging strength to gather and then
sitting back in the gentlest of reg-
isters.

The signature second movement
just surpassed everything. This ele-
giac progression of melody and var-
iation was a favourite of Leamington
Music’s much-missed leader Richard
Phillips - and was most movingly
played at his memorial service.

Strange to relate among such a
wealth of string tonal colour but
the abiding memory in this adagio
could well be one of just how varied
and convincing the pizzicato play-
ing was. No pair of thumbed notes
sounded the same and the emotion
conveyed by this often percussive
playing was simply astounding.

Rounded off perfectly and with a
sense equally of concentration and
celebration this was a performance
to treasure.

It’s at moments like this that it’s
a blessing no encore was given as
nobody would wish to have anything
take away the memory of such a
stunning feast.

Visit leamingtonmusic.org for
details of further concerts in this
series.

Matthew Salisbury
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The Collaboration Choir will be popping up at Kenilworth Castle.

Joining their voices to
help bring in the cash

A FUNDRAISING choir will be popping up at
Kenilworth Castle this weekend.

The Collaboration Choir, a nationwide network
of adult pop choirs with over 800 members, is
bringing a series of surprise pop-up performances
to the area to raise cash for English Heritage.

And tomorrow (Saturday), singers will be per-
forming at Kenilworth Castle, including in the
walled garden and the chapel.

The choir has already raised over £46,000 for
charitable causes since it was founded and this is
their biggest street fundraising push yet.

People who go along to support can expect to

hear a mix of pop classics and choir favourites.

Carrie Rawlings, founder of The Collaboration
Choir, said: “There’s something magical about
hearing a choir in an unexpected place. It stops
you in your tracks, lifts your mood and reminds
you that community is all around you.

“That’s what these pop-ups are all about - our
singers coming together to give something back
through the thing they love most and we want as
many people as possible to come along, feel that
magic and be part of it.”

Visit www.justgiving.com/page/the-collabora-
tion-choir-pop-ups-for-english-heritage to donate

* % % % A

just(go!holidays

Borders Country

Departing Mon 18 May ‘26

By Coach from Coventry, Rugby

Vera’s Northumbria & Barnard Castle

Trustpilot

d |,‘u. W

Scarborough
Heartbeat Country & Whitby
Departing Mon 18 May ‘26

Reader Travel

Downton Abbey
Behind the Scenes Exclusive
Departing Fri 10 Jul ‘26

ObServer

On this break, we journey to some of the filming locations for the

popular Vera TV series with a local, specialist guide, discovering the

dramatic beauty and heritage of the North East, from Barnard Castle to

the Durham Dales and the rugged Scottish Borders.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby

¢/ 4 nights at the Leonardo Hotel, Newcastle (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ Blue Badge guided tour of Vera’s Northumbria (Amble, Newbiggin, Blyth,
Seaton Sluice, St Mary’s Island, Whitley Bay & Tynemouth)

¢ Guided tour of the Durham Dales, North Pennines & Barnard Castle with
a local specialist

¢/ Guided Borders Country tour (Ford, Etal, Coldstream, Kelso & Jedburgh)
with a local specialist

¢ Photo stop at the Angel of the North

¢/ Free time in Newcastle-upon-Tyne

5 Days by Coach only £449

Single Supplement £120

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 514 quote osc

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/OSG

Step into Heartbeat country on this delightful holiday! Many of its
scenes were filmed in Yorkshire, including picturesque Goathland, and
we also discover storied Whitby, quaint Hornsea and charming Beverley
from our base in the seaside resort of Scarborough.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby

¢/ 4 nights at the Grand Hotel, Scarborough (JG2 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

¢/ 2for 1 bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

¢/ Light entertainment every evening

¢/ Excursions to Goathland (Heartbeat), Whitby, Beverley & Hornsea
Optional excursion to York (E15pp)

5 Days by Coach only £329

Single Supplement £75

n justgohols

Revisit the familiar halls and family drama of Downton Abbey with an
exclusive visit to Highclere Castle. On this sensational two-day break we
peek behind the scenes at where all the unforgettable moments from
the beloved TV programme happened.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
¢/ Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry
v/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with dinner
& breakfast
¢/ Exclusive visit to Highclere Castle
¢/ Copy of A Year at Highclere book {one per person)
¢/ En-route visit to a place of interest

2 Days by Coach only £239

Single Supplement £50

01 113 1T 3L
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limming )

Mondays
9.15am
Dunchurch Village Hall
Rugby Road,
Dunchurch CV22 6PN
Call Kelly W
07777145560

Tuesdays

Hoskyn Community
Centre, 12 Bilton Road,
Cv22 7AB

Call Tina

07496 845777

Tuesdays

8am, 9.30am, 4pm
& 5.45pm

Southam Sports &
Social Club,
Southam CV47 1PL
Call Helen

07920 164278

Wednesdays

9.00 am and 10.30 am
** NEW 7.30am
SESSION FROM
APRIL**

Rugby United Reformed
Church, CvV22 5AD

Call Maz

07805 191429

Wednesdays

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
Rugby United Reformed
Church

Cv22 5AD

Call Fiona

07876 450362

Thursdays

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
Christ Church,
Brownsover

Cv21 1QG

CallKelly T

07806 673606

Thursdays

5.30 pm and 7.00 pm
Rugby Borough
Football Club

CV21 4PN

Call Kelly W

07777 145560

fe

Fridays

8.00 am and 9.30 am
Christ Church,
Brownsover
cv211QG

Call Tina

07496 845777

Fridays

9.00 am and 10.30 am
Sacred Heart Church
Limetree Ave.

Cv22 7QT

Call Mary

07799 264779
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Jorld

Saturdays

7.30 am

United Reformed
Church

CVv22 5AD

Call Maz

07805 191429

Saturdays

8.30 am and 10.00 am
Bilton Bowling and
Tennis Club

Cv22 7QH

Call Kelly T

07806 673606

veal food, veal support, real results

*Visit slimmingworld.co.uk/offers for terms and conditions.
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‘\V MIDLAND
Hand Clinic

Free hand health guide

Your pathway to recovery

Hand and wrist pain can make the simplest tasks like driving,
gardening, or typing feel impossible. But when should you see
a specialist, and what can you do at home to manage the
discomfort?

Download our guide to specialist hand, wrist & elbow care.

‘u MIDLAND
Hand Clinic

Your pathway to recovery

A guide to specialist hand, wrist & elbow care

Or visit: https://bit.ly/MHCguide
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Ab"!.lS’e
retail

by lan Hughes
ian.hughes@bullivantmedia.com

RETAIL workers across the
West Midlands are suffering
violence, threats and abuse
on a daily basis.

Trade union Usdaw’s annual sur-
vey revealed levels of abuse, threats
and assaults last year were higher
than the pre-Covid levels of 2019,
with shoplifting having more than
doubled since the pandemic.

The survey, of nearly 800 staff,
found three-quarters had been ver-
bally abused, more than half had
been threatened and one in 10
assaulted.

of,

The comments made by respond-
ents to the survey included the
following.

“Been called a b*tch, refusing
age-restricted items. Had items
thrown at me on self-scan. Most
incidents happen on a late shift.”

“Constant verbal abuse, being
recorded without consent, people
just being rude to staff, people get-
ting up in my face. Eggs thrown at
me, bruise left on arm.”

In reference to the requirement
to ask for proof-of-age ID when
customers want to purchase age-
restricted items, one survey corre-
spondent said: “Challenge 25 is def-
initely difficult — sometimes people
get really aggressive. Customer had
no ID for alcohol and threatened

to hit me.” Another cited: “Foul
language, threats and abuse. Store
is short-staffed, causing queues at
checkouts and self-service. I have
had tins of beans thrown at me.”

“I had a knife pulled out on
me, the bloke was arrested and
got an $80 fine — nothing more.
Shoplifters hurl abuse at us every
single day.”

Racial abuse

“Racial abuse, threats and bad
manners because they are having
a bad day. Because you work in a
supermarket, they think they can
talk down to you.”

Joanne Thomas - Usdaw gen-
eral secretary said: “It is difficult to

read these testimonies from West
Midlands retail workers but, regret-
tably, they are all too common,
with nearly four in five retail work-
ers suffering violence, threats or
abuse.

“No-one should feel afraid to go
to work. Retail workers provide
an essential service and should be
respected and have the protection
of the law. So we welcome the Crime
and Policing Bill, which includes
a much-needed protection-of-shop-
workers law; ending the indefensi-
ble £200 threshold for prosecuting
shoplifters and [the introduction
of] respect orders for offenders.
Respect orders ban repeat offend-
ers from specific locations.

“The government is determined to
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One.in 10 surveyed
retail workers said
they had been
assaulted. s

drive down retail crime by working
in close partnership with the police
and retail sector to take the actions
that will make the most difference,”
added the Usdaw representative.

“Their police reforms are lift-
ing national responsibilities off
local forces so they focus on tack-
ling local issues. Also, with their
neighbourhood policing guarantee,
every community now has a named,
contactable officer dedicated to
addressing local issues, including
shop theft.

“After years of campaigning,
alongside retail employers, it now
feels like the government is listen-
ing and taking action to give all
retail workers across the UK the
protections they deserve.”

@] 4 r J
Special Fam
Announcemen

Births, Engagements, Weddings, Anniversaries, Happy
Birthdays, Congratulations or sadly Deaths and In Memory

ts

3%

Announcements can all be placed in your Observer to

appear in printed newspaper weekly, and online247

You can call us on 01527 588688 or email details to

us (including photograph if desired) with your telephone

contact details and we will call you back to confirm cost
reception@bullivantmedia.com

Prices start from jus

4£15

(inc, Vat)

. P —
- AT TR

Ny gﬁ % T 01926 425067

Emscote House

Quality Care
and Education

Providing a fully inclusive service for families with
children aged 6 weeks to 5 years from 7.30am to 6.30pm

1 wr e

At emscote House

w&icOmma environment
ensures that your

child’s mdividwxl}j
are prioritised, and

\ As recommended on
Daynurseries.co.uk, please visit
L. to see what our parents say

If you are a
working parent
you could be
eligible for 30 hours
a week of free
childcare.

the warm and

'Vl&&ds

their interests
nurtured.

E: emscote.house@childbase.com

Now taking registrations
We’d fove to show pou around

Emscote House Day Nursery and Preschool, 46 Warwick Place,
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 5DE

ofdted

Good
Scan me for full Provider

nursery details
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BIRMINGHAM GLASS SERVICES LTD

FAMILY EXPERTISE
RUN BUILT OVER
BUSINESS DECADES

WE MANUFACTURE & INSTALL WE ALSO PROVIDE A
Flush Casement Windows *NEW* FU |.|. GLAZ'NG SERV|CE!

Composite doors
Windows: UPVC casement, bow, bay & shaped Q Replacements of
Doors: UPVC sliding, French, bi-fold, patio, aluminium broken or misted units

Secondary and friple glazing Q Window & door repairs
Conservatories and bespoke orangeries Q

Soffits, fascias and guttering
Skypods and roof lanterns Q
Aluminium windows and doors

Mirrors & glass cut to size

In-house trade counter

CALLTODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION
TEL: O121 4779799

www.birminghamglass.co.uk | enquiries@birminghamglass.co.uk
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

STARTING a garden can feel
daunting. Walking into a gar-
den centre reveals hundreds
of plants and it can be diffi-
cult knowing which ones will
actually work.

As part of its Make it Bloom cam-

paign, British Garden Centres has
compiled the following list of plants
it recommends to reliably look bril-
liant in spring.
Bellis: A spring perennial favourite
that comes in vibrant colours and
has delicate petals that thrive in
cool, moist soil.

Easy to grow and beloved by nov-

ice and seasoned gardeners, bellis
produces continual blooms that add
an elegant touch to spring gardens
throughout the season.
Erysimum: Also known as the wall-
flower, erysimum is a spring per-
ennial known for its long, vibrant
blooms and enticing scent.

Thriving in well-drained soil with
ample sunlight, erysimum adds

xmpressm %Imr; beds and con-

tainers with an impressive range of
shades from rich purples to sunny
yellows, making it ideal for spring
gardening and beyond.
Dianthus: Dianthus is a sought-
after spring plant featuring silver
foliage, vibrant blooms and delight-
ful fragrances, perfect for garden
beds and containers.
Low-maintenance and adaptable
to various soil types, dianthus deliv-
ers quick visual impact with its
compact size and is ideal for path-
way edging while attracting pollina-
tors from the moment it blooms.

Iconic

Primroses: These are iconic spring
bloomers that thrive in cool tem-
peratures and partial shade, mak-
ing them perfect for early planting.
Their vivid colours beautifully adorn
beds, containers, hanging baskets
and troughs. Low-maintenance
and requiring only water and well-
drained soil, primroses truly shine
in spring when clustered together
for a visually striking display.

purple blooms, lavender is a very
hardy plant that thrives in diverse
climates and withstands cold and
heat, making it ideal for spring gar-
dens worldwide.

Fast growing and refreshingly
fuss-free, lavender adds lasting
beauty to gardens and containers
while creating an irresistible haven
for bees and other pollinators.
Cyclamen: This favourite offers
exquisite, heart-shaped leaves and
elegant nodding blooms in shades
of pink, purple and white.

These delightful plants prefer

cool, partially shaded locations with
well-drained soil. Easy to establish
as a long blooming perennial, cycla-
men brings sophisticated charm to
shaded garden corners and contain-
ers, with minimal fuss.
Potted bulbs: Pre-potted spring
bulbs offer the ultimate conven-
ience; simply place them in a cool
location and watch as tulips, daf-
fodils, hyacinths and crocuses burst
into bloom.

Requiring only water and patience,
potted bulbs deliver professional

Yo
reslul%s without garden preparation,
making them perfect for balconies,
patios and pathways.
Pulmonaria: “lungwort” is a shade-
loving perennial featuring beautiful-
ly spotted silver foliage and dainty
bell-shaped flowers in shades of
pink, blue and purple.

Incredibly hardy and low mainte-
nance, pulmonaria thrives in moist,
shaded areas where other plants
struggle, making it an excellent
choice for woodland gardens and
shaded borders.

Classics

Pansies: Beloved spring classics
with their distinctive markings and
rich colour palette ranging from
deep purples to sunny yellows.

Cold-hardy and reliable bloom-
ers, pansies perform beautifully in
beds, borders and containers while
requiring only basic watering and
occasional deadheading for con-
tinuous flowers.

Euphorbia: euphorbia adds
architectural interest to spring gar-
dens with its chartreuse or lime-
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green flower bracts that emerge in
early spring.

Drought-tolerant once established
and thriving in well-drained soil,
euphorbia provides bold colour
contrast and texture while requiring
minimal water and maintenance.
Forsythia: One of the first shrubs
to burst into flower in early spring,
covering itself in bright yellow
blooms before the leaves even
appear.

Forsythia is easy to grow and vir-
tually unstoppable once planted.

Thriving in any soil, tolerating
sun or part shade and requiring
minimal pruning, forsythia delivers
instant spring drama with almost
zero effort, perfect for creating an
eye-catching focal point.

Julian Palphramand, head of
plants at British Garden Centres,
said: “With the right plants, even
the smallest space can come to life
and reward you in spring.

“Our Make It Bloom campaign
is all about giving people the con-
fidence to get started and showing
just how rewarding a garden can
be.”

Frldav 23rd October 2026
Hotel: 4* Delta Hotels York

JOFINSONS

Part of the Coach Travel Group
Treat yourself to a great-value overnight getaway

Travel from our Henley-in-Arden departure point
One-night stay with breakfast at 3 or 4 /= hotels

BLACKPOOL

Fridays 24t April and 26th August 2026
Hotel: 4* Imperial Hotel Blackpool

LIVERPOOL

[
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.

Fridays 22nd May and 14th August 2026
Hotel: 4* Hard Days Night Hotel

Express Breaks

Now On Sale
from £175!

Also view
our 2026
day trips by
scanning the
QR code

Express
Breaks to be
announced

i

0
o

-.- La 13
|

o :
Frlday 22nd May 2026 Friday 24th July 2026 Fridays 7th August and 2nd October 2026
Hotel 4* Prom Hotel Hotel: 4* Crowne Plaza Leeds Hotel 4* Copthorne Hotel Manchester Salford Quays

Start planning now - Choose from a wide range of trips, including summer days out,
with return coach travel and admissions included

Book today: 01564 797000 www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
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|

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY

6 3 8

812 719
7|6 8 1
3 1 4
1 2 4 9
HARD
2 1 4

ACROSS DOWN
1. Compassion (4) 1. Outlook (8)
3. Tranquil (8) 2. Subject for

discussion (5)
4. Property (6)
5. Promoting the same

9. Be a glutton (7)
10. Cherish (5)
11. Absurd (1

2) end (12)
13. Advent (6) 6. Luck (7)
15. Beset (6) 7. Ogle (4)
17. Miraculous (12) 8. Public accusation (12)

12. Solitary (8)

14. Sickly-sentimental (7)
16. Purpose (6)

22. Godliness (8) 18. Emitting fumes (5)
23. Given new colour (4) 19. Work (4)

20. Throbbing (5)
21. Sincere (7)

D

7 1

2

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each

letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

Beyoncé singles

[SIDRMSITALLICR
WTEAEDMUFARY
EEIUJLSAITNI
WIFVARHSAULO
EABOGIAFEBEYV
RECYDRAIERCE
EGHEETEEKBES
RNKCACHNORNDO
OAONLEAERRLE
UDTIPEBLUIST
SLEHARRINGDL
IYVOLKIITHOR
NLOWORTDNEWL
RITHANOFAYMO
LGYGUTULESEM

mM<ZWP>POrI-20rmND»
ZX=-<0D=-- m9Z-=-Crp»o
CXIUOU<O0=2003>07OM-=

Solutions opposite

LADDER

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with
a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

25865 gives an animal;
958643  gives a bird;
1536784 gives a fish.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

ROLL
Charge
Register
Panel
Irritate
Grain
DICE

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least
one 9-letter word to be found.

R?\

P P

T

U A
A|A

How you rate
10 words: average 20 words: very good
15 words: good 25 or more: excellent.

CODEWORD

This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
words, complete the puzzle.

il
i dddE &
il 3 SdE B
ANl HEEE
2 10

N<XXSE<C-UVWIOTDVOZIrX=»ITOMmMOUN®>
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROS SOLUTIONS
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9. Edible pasta cases with savoury filling (7)

10 Greek island which gives its name to a long- piomssor) abpajmouy [esausn
leaved lettuce (3)
1. Acardinal point of the compass (4)
14. Sovereign independent republic of Asia (5)
15. A castle or fortress in a north African town (6)
16. Line with a running noose, for catching cattle,
etc. (5)
18.  Highly endowed by nature (6)
20. A brood of chickens (6)
22. "l am -- and Omega, the beginning and the
end,..."(Revelation, Chapter 21) (5)
24.  Surname of the author famous for his Diary,
kept from 1640 to 1706 (6)
27.  Pole tossed or hurled by Highland athletes (5)
29.  Roman emperor from AD 54 to 68 (4)
30 & 1 Down. Play by Emlyn Williams, published in
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1938 (3,4,2,5) =91 1=61 ‘a=p1 W=€1L 'X=tl I=11 'N=01 Al
31. Outburst or display of bad temper (7) 'IN=6 d=8 '1=L 'M=9 "¥4=5 ‘0= V=€ D=t A= 301y 3|1y ‘B|1L “JI1L ‘[IoL ‘[joy
32.  Photographic apparatus for increasing or piomapo) loppe]

reducing negatives or positives (8)

33. i;aét:dgf(;t;uth-eastern Mexico, largest city zlclsltlolvlslelz slelzlolvielzlslt
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1. See30Across 6and25.  Author whose works 19.  Entrance hall of a hotel or theatre (5) 9|8|cfL|b|S|6 /€ ¥ 6]/ b]E[S|C|B|V]9
2. Craig -, British singer who had a hit include Twenty Thousand Leagues 21, Ina Spartan manner, especially in speech L|S|e|9|v|6]}|2|8 ¥|2|9[8|6[L|€|}]|G
single entitled 7 Days (5) - 3.““9’““3591’(5'5) T or witing (7 velvlelzlelzls]o elals|i]olr]elzls
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4. Various strong-flavoured or aromatic ; feelings” (6)
. 13.  Thriller by Graham Greene, set vizlelslalilelolz zlilelvielslzlole

vegetable substances used for seasoning, inVienna (3,5,3) 25. See6 Down
etc. (6) 17. Inlawn tennis, the next point won after 26. Arocking-stone (5) piey Rse3
5. Popular children's game (9) deuce (9) 28.  ABasque flat, round, woollen cap (5) nyopns
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e Spring at Avoncroft Museum A oncroft
eaift P March & April 2026 Museum

j o
Wi Pre Book Mothers Day weekend
to include a Cream Tea & admission to *Kids Go Free *
.02y Avoncroft Museum Golden Egg Hunt & Easter Trail

e O‘ii\\ 14 & 15 March 28 & 29 March 1to6 8to12 April %%
[=;:

\\0\'\) 27 b

discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, B60 4]JR

Living History Festival ~ Avoncroft =,
Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 April 2026 e

It's Time....to Time Travel!

Experience the best in Living History from the Bronze Age to the Cold War
*Market Stalls *Hands on Activities *Living History Displays *Food & Drink

Book your early bird discounted tickets now www.avoncroft.org.uk

¢ Avoncroft Museum, Bromsgrove, Worceslershire, B60 4JR
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Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

PUBLIC FOOTPATH R282 STRETTON BASKERVILLE
RUGBY

Order Effect: Footpath closed to ALL traffic from Grid
Reference SP396924 to Grid Reference SP401928.
Reason for Order: To enable permitted development
works to progress.

Order Commences: 1 October 2024 and was due
to expire 1 April 2026. However, the Secretary of State
in exercise of his powers under Section 15(5) of
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 has directed
that the Order shall continue in force until 1 Octuber
2026, or until works are

LONGSTORK ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to repair/replace manhole
frame and covers, closed 08.00hrs - 18.00hrs

Order Commences: 14 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 14 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Crackthorne Drive, Tower
Furlong, Longstork Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918
298599.

MILL FURLONG, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to repair/replace defective
manhole frame and cover, closed 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

the earller (unless the Secretary of State issues a
further direction).

Access & Diversion: A diversion route will be
appropriately signed.

Contractor: Agrarian Development Holdings Limited,
Tel: 0207 478 3333.

B4453 LEAMINGTON ROAD, PRINCETHORPE

Order Effect: Road closed between A423 Oxford
Road to Princethorpe College Science Centre.
Reason for Order: Carriageway resurfacing works.
Closed 09.00hrs - 15.30hrs,

Order 16 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Mill Furlong, Benches Furlong,
Longstork Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918
298599.

CAWSTON LANE, DUNCHURCH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Thurlaston Drive to Coventry Road.

Reason for Order: Core hole drilling to monitor road

Order Commences: 1 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 13 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4453 (Leamington Road,
Rugby Road), Kenilworth Road, A445, A423 and
vice versa. Access/Egress to be maintained where
possible to businesses and residents only.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

BUTLERS LEAP, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic at the
rail bridge.

Reason for Order: To safely enable removal of
vegetation and brickwork repairs to railway structure.
Closure to stay in place for the duration due to curing
time required for brickwork repairs.

Order Commences: 28 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Butlers Leap, Vicarage Hill,
Rugby Road, Main Street, Church Street, Newton
Road, Newton Manor Lane, Leicester Road, Boughton
Road and vice versa.

Contractor: AMCO-Giffen, Tel: 07766 423500.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
TEMPORARY SPEED LIMIT RESTRICTION 40MPH,
HINKLEY ROAD, WOLVEY

Order Effect: A 40mph speed limit will be imposed.
Reason for Order: The safe renewal of a telegraph
pole.

Order Commences: 14 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 14 April 2026.

Contractor: Quantum TM, Tel: 01724 786286.
PYTCHLEY ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To repair/replace a manhole frame
and cover. Closure 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 15 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 15 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Pytchley Road, Faraday Road,
Southfield Road, Cromwell Road and vice versa.
Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 298599.

PUBLIC FOOTPATH FROM CROWTHORNS TO
CONISTON CLOSE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Footpath closed to all traffic.

Reason for Order: Works to renew water mains in
the footpath.

Order Commences: 13 April 2026 for up to 6 months.
Anticipated Completion: 17 May 2026.

Access & Diversion: Footpath from Crowthorns
to Coniston Close, Coniston Close, Footpath from
Opp No52 to Opp No110 Hawlands and vice versa.
Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 0800 783 4444.
EASENHALL ROAD, HARBOROUGH MAGNA

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to renew water mains
within carriageway and verge.

Order Commences: 16 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 14 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Main Street, Rugby Road and
vice versa.

Contractor: Severn Trent Water, Tel: 0800 783 4444.
TEESWATER CLOSE, LONG LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to repair/replace defective
frame and covers, closed 08.00hrs - 18.00hrs.

Order Commences: 13 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 13 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Customer Solutions Plus, Tel: 07918
298599.

NORTHAMPTON LANE, DUNCHURCH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to repair/replace defective
frames and covers, closed 09.30hrs - 15.30hrs.
Order Commences: 13 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 13 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Cawston Lane, Rugby Road,
Northampton Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 389363.

Order Commences: 14 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 14 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Coventry Road, Alwyn Road,
Northampton Lane, Cawston Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: RMC Ltd, Tel: 01527 516707.

OLIVER STREET, RUGBY

Order Effect: One way road closure to vehicular
traffic on westbound branch.

Reason for Order: To replace/repair a manhole frame
and cover. 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 12 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 12 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Evreux Way, Corporation Street,
Warwick Street, Lawrence Sheriff Street, D

PUBLIC NOTICES
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ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

210 OXFORD STREET, SOUTHAM

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
with Banbury Road/Pendicke Street to Warwick Road.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and
associated works, 09.00hrs - 15.00hrs.

Order Commences: 30 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated cumpletlon 31 March 2026.

kshire County Council

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

B4428 LUTTERWORTH ROAD, PAILTON

Order Effect: Road closed between Montilo Lane
and B4112 Rugby Road/B4428 Coventry Road.
Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works,
closed 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Order Commences: 2 April 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 2 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Montilo Lane, B4112 Rugby
Road and vice versa.

Vehicular access & egress will be maintained where
possible and safe to do so for businesses and
residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

STONELEIGH ROAD, STONELEIGH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between 446 Northbound off and on slip roads and
Southbound off and on slip roads, weekends only
as follows: 28-29 March 2026, 25-26 April 2026,
30-31 May 2026, 27-28 June 2026, 25-26 July 2026,
27-28 March 2027.

Reason for Order: To safely enable works for new
parapet fence, new street lighting modification and
TVCB removal.

Order Commences: 28 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

28 March 2027.

Access & Warwick Road, L
Road, Banbury Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
DOG LANE, NAPTON-ON-THE-HILL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable works to install
boundary box.

Order Commences: 2 April 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: Dog Lane, St Lawrence Close,
Godsons Lane and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 0330 008 0820.

A425 SOUTHAM ROAD/UFTON HILL, UFTON
Order Effect: Roads closed between B4455 Fosse
Way and Ufton Fields Roundabout.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works,
closed 08.00hrs - 16.00hrs.

Road, Russelsheim Way, Bilton Road, Lawford Road,
Oliver Street.
Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 298599.

B4112 PAILTON ROAD/RUGBY ROAD/
HARBOROUGH ROAD/MAIN STREET,

HARBOROUGH MAGNA/NEWBOLD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic
between Back Lane/Montilo Lane and Parkfield Road/
Brownsover Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching and works.
09.30hrs-15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 13 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 17 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4112 Rugby Road, B4428
Lutterworth Road, A5 Watling Street, A426 Leicester
Road, A4071 Newbold Road, B4112 Newbold Road
and vice versa. Vehicular access & egress will be
maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

A426 LEICESTER ROAD, RUGBY

(SOUTH BOUND CARRIAGEWAY ONLY)

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from
Technology Drive to Newbold Road.

Reason for Order: Carriageway patching works,
overnight 20.00hrs - 06.00hrs.

Order Commences: 2 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 3 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: A426, A5, A361, A45, A45
Daventry Road, B4429 Daventry Road and Coventry
Road, Symmetry Park, A45, A4071.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.

B40380 KILSBY LANE, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic between
the junctions of the A428 and Nortoft Lane.

Reason for Order: Carriageway structural patching
and associated works, 09.30hrs - 15.00hrs.

Order Commences: 2 April 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 2 April 2026.

Access & Diversion: A428, Barby Lane, Rugby Road,
Ware Road, Kilsby Road, Barby Road, Chapel Street,
Main Road, Rugby Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415 302.
RUGBY WESTERN RELIEF ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: All vehicles will be prohibited from
making a Right Turn into Parkfield Road, Rugby.
Reason for Order: To enable repair/replacement of
defective manhole covers and fame.

Order Commences: 17 April 2026 for up to 18
months.

Anticipated Completion: 17 April 2026.

Contractor: CSP, Tel: 07918 298 599.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.uk/
roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 26 Mar 2026

Order 28 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 28 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: B4455 Fosse Way, A423,
AA425 and vice versa. Vehicular access & egress will
be maintained where possible and safe to do so for
businesses and residents only.

Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 03452 415302.

STOCKTON ROAD, STOCKTON

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: To safely enable tree trimming
works.

Order Commences: 30 March 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 30 March 2026.

Access & Diversion: Stockton Road, Southam
Road, Coventry Road and vice versa.

Contractor: GTM Ltd, Tel: 0800 6783 105.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 26 Mar 2026

Access & Diversion: Stoneleigh Road, Warwick
Bypass, A46, Leamington Road, A46 and vice versa.
Contractor: Colas SIAC Ltd, Tel: 07415 245 295.

County Council
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:
PUBLIC FOOTPATH AT CHURCH LANE,
WITHYBROOK
Order Effect: Footpath closure to all traffic.
Beason for Order: Works to lay 120m of duct
in verge.
Order Commences: 14 April 2026 for up to
6 months.
Anticipated Completion: 16 April 2026.
Access & Diversion: No diversion available.
Contractor: Callan Connect, Tel: 0121 327 5167.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 26 Mar 2026

to make

GEORGE ALEXANDER
INCH (Deceased)

PAULINE BARBARA CURRIE
Pursuant to the Trustee Act (Decease)
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PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence

Nicholas Cooke trading as Performance Transport|
Limited of Blackhorse Road, Coventry, CV7 9FW|
is applying to change an existing license as follows,
to add an additional 4 vehicle and 6 trailers at the
operating centre at Tolldish Hall Farm, Coventry,
CV2 INR.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representation to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill,
Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their reasons, within 21
days of this notice. Representors must at the same
time send a copy of their representations to the
applicant at the address given at the top of this
notice. A guide to Making Representation is avail-|
able from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
'Wayne Cutler trading as Wayne Cutler
Transport of 5 Cinnamon Close, Chalgrove,
Oxford, OX44 7QY is applying for a licence to
use Thomas of Flecknoe Field farm,
Flecknoe Station Road, CV23 8AZ as an
operating centre for 2 goods vehicles and 2
trailers

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centres who believe that their
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the
Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry
Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their reasons, within
21 days of this notice. Representors must at the
same time send a copy of their representations
to the applicant at the address given at the top of
this notice. A Guide to Making Representations is
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.

PUBLIC NOTIGES

All your latest information on

Planning Proposals, Traffic
Notices, Goods Vehicle Operator
Licences, Licences To Sell
Alcohol and Probate Notices

1925 any persons having a
claim against or i |nteres( in
the Estate of above
named, late of 126 Bawnmove
Road, Bilton, CV2:
6JT, who died cn 19 02/2025
uired to send written
particulars thereof to the
undersigned on or before
28/05/2026, after which date
the Estate will be distributed
having dgavd only to the
claims an mleres's of which
they have had
Blﬁheﬂunl Sﬂllcllols,
Franklins House, Manorsfield
Road, Bicester, OX26 6EX

MARY RITA BAKER (Deceased)

Pursuanttothe Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of 107 Kehin Road
Leamington Spa  Warwickshire,
V32716, who died on 16/02/2026,
are requied to send written
particulars  thereof  to  the
undersigned on  or before
28/05/2026, after which date the
Estate wil be distributed having
regard only to the claims and
interests of which they have had
notic.

HCR Wright Ha
Olympus House, lympusAvenue

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
Interest n the Estate of the above named,
lat o 24 Keytes Lane, Barford, Warvick,
(V35 BER, who died on 21/02/2025, are
required fo send writen pamcuhns
thereof to the undersigned on or before
2806/2026, after which date the Etate
wil be distrbuted having regard only to
mchumsmdmms‘smwcmmjmve

nofie
HCR WRIGHT HASSALL,
Or/mpus Hnuse Ulympus Avenue

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

national

highways

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION

ACT 1984 - SECTIONS 14(1)(a) and (7)
THE M6 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 1)
(SLIP ROAD) (TEMPORARY
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2026
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that National
Highways Limited (Company no. 9346363)
intends to make an Order on the M6
Motorway, in the County of Warwickshire,
to enable bridge maintenance works to be
carried out nearby.

The effect of the Order will be to close
the slip road leading to the southbound
carriageway of the M6 at Junction 1.

The closure will be carried out over
weekends between 20:00 hours on

Friday and 06:00 hours on Monday and is
expected to start on Friday 17 April 2026
and continue for two weekends. The Order
will come into force on 10 April 2026.
Vehicles being used for police, fire and
rescue authority or ambulance purposes
and vehicles being used in connection with
the works will be exempt from the closure.
A diversion route via the A426, the A5, the
M1 and the M6 will be signed.

For further information please contact
Daniel Heathcote, a project manager on
behalf of National Highways Limited,

on 07751 733 753.

Karen Eustace, an officer in National
Highways Limited.

National Highways Limited (Company no.
9346363) registered office: Three Snowhill,
Snow Hill Queensway, Birmingham,

B4 6GA. A Company registered in England
and Wales.

STRATFORD-ON-AVON DISTRICT COUNCIL
Council Tax Premiums for Second Homes

Stratford-on-Avon District Council’s Council approved the introduction of council
tax premiums for second homes across the District from 1 April 2027.

This follows national changes enabling councils in England to apply an additional
charge of up to 100% on second homes, defined as properties that are
substantially furnished but not used as anyone’s sole or main residence.

Stratford on Avon District has over 850 second homes, representing more than
1% of the District's entire housing stock. Raising the cost of owning a second
home is intended to encourage some properties back into the housing market.

Increasing the supply of homes for Iocal residents remains a priority wnhm the
Council Plan, which commits to deli
homes” and making decisions in the broader public interest.

well built and

Leammglon Spa
CV34 68

DAVID JOHN ARIS
(Deceased)
Pursuant to the Trustee
Act 1925 any persons
having a claim against or
an interest in the Estate
of the above named, late
of 114 Gretna Road,
Coventry, CV36DQ, who
died on 04/03/2026, are
required to send written
particulars thereof to the
undersigned on or before
28/05/2026, after which
date the Estate will be
distributed having regard
only to the claims and
interests of which they

have had notice.
Alsters Kelley
Solicitors Limited,

1 Manor Terrace, Friars
Road, Coventry, , CVA
2NU (Ref: TG/ARI14/6)

Aformal

on the
December 2025 and 2 February 2026.

* 589 online responses were received

8 paper questionnaires were submitted

14 additional responses were received via letter or email
All 859 second home owners were contacted directly

The consultation was shared widely through local press, social media, the
Citizens’ Panel, parish and town councils, and the residents’ email newsletter

The cunsultauon report is avallable fur the public to view at https://www.stratford.

premium was carried out between 15

gov.

ond-h cfm

effect.

All second home owners affected by the change will receive written notification
before 31 March 2026. Across the summer, the Council will also be holding some
advice clinics for residents who want to understand in more detail what this
means for them and if any exceptions apply to them.

The 100% premium will then be implemented from 1 April 2027, in line with
statutory requirements to provide one year’s notice before changes take

Stratford-on-Avon District Council
Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6HX

WWW.STRATFORD.GOV.UK
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Classified

SALES & WAN

MISCELLANEOUS
[——

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49  Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

LARGE oval wooden
folding outdoor
table 148x90 cm plus
4 folding chairs £50
01926 402998

LADIES % wool coat
Rich purple Size
14 As new £35.00
07873222167

LADIES full  size
push bike. Excellent
condition with
extras.£70.Ring
after 6pm Rugby,
07909152744

TELEVISION
Panasonic 42” good
working order £75
ono 01527 523559

TWO table lamps
medium size cream
base with peacocks

MISCELLANEOUS
——

HORNBY 00 gauge
diesel locos both in
BR blue livery, Class
25 (Cat Ref R877)
with revised running

no 25071  (£25).
Class 55  Deltic
(Cat Ref R2879)
DCC Ready with
running no 55001
“St Paddy” (£30).
Both in excellent

unmarked condition,
¢ / w original boxes
and manufacturers
paperwork. Test run
only. Or £50 the pair.
Tel 07415322794

00 gauge locomotives,
Hornby (Ref R2468)
BR Class 3F jinty
weathered black
livery edition £35.
Bachmann (Ref
31-626) Fowler
Class 3F with tender
BR  black, with
early emblem and
DCC ready £65.
Both in excellent
unused  condition,
test run only ¢ / w
original boxes and

instructions. Tel
07415322794
AIRFIX 00 gauge
“Royal Scot”
locomotive and

tender (Ref54121-3)

The Observer, Friday March 27, 2026

CONSERVATORIES
& GLAZING

DOUBLE

DRIVEWAYS
—

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—

HANDY MAN

If you're looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering * Plumbing * Fencing

on  the  front, | Class 7P in BR green " 3 .
umbrella  shaped | livery, carly emblem * Gardening ¢ Flooring * Kitchens
shades £15 for both | ¢ / 'w original box * Bathrooms * Carpentry ¢ Flat pack
_ 07738740038 | and instructions. furniture
LIGHT Oak dinin, Excellent  runner, o 7
chairs & emdmi little ;se:jd, a:il_d' in * Tiling * Painting
table £60 ono unmarked condition.
07799851517 £20 Tel 07415322794 02476 443 996
GLASS topped 17d l':;lg aluxini‘;x‘ijum 07794 784 266
cabinet Yew wood louble adders
pboard: ottom iti NO VAT CHARGE
£50 07799851517 £50 07864037112
BABY cot - Wooden | GUTTERING fittings
with sliding side mm  round,
access, no mattress | black. 16  facia
£20 Tel 07925170951 hra_cke(s_ . 11inline
SQUARE cane table | pnion. = jomters o
with glass top, ideal £3‘:]n36"g h outl ?‘5
for conservatory, 46 | (=0 6909;396 ot
X 46 x 54cm £15 Tel | —————————
07925170951 CgNSlgRVATORY
ane 3pce suite +
H:i)is::PY I?)?:o u%:;g: sidetable + leg rest

(Cat Ref R347) BR
Class 37 in green
livery with late crest.
Test run and very
little used. Excellent

exc cond £130 01527
550342

OAK furniture land
st Ives coffee table.
£220. Collection
from

unmarked
¢/ w original box and

grove.
07460 943678

Advertise them in
e

Observer

“Standard

KITCHENS LOGS
— —

LOGS

Mainly Ash
£120, £220, £390
loads delivered
Builders bag of
logs £120 delivered
Card, cash or
cheque payments
taken
Tel 07477 778536
or 07983 441818

See load sizes at our
website
www.rbtimber.uk

Sw
INSTALLATIONS

WANT A JOB
WELLDONE?

Check out our
Classified pages!

KEEP IT LOCAL!

) Raise some
extra cash
> and make
someone else’s
day by selling
your unwanted
items
If your item is valued at
£500 or less — its
FREE OF CHARGE
in lineage
(max 15 words)

i h ELECTRIC lawn Simply fill in the coupon below, tick the appropriate box, enclose your X
0'“75‘:;2;3(2);';4£24 el raker hardly used cheque or credit card details if required, and we'll do the rest - Or But |'_ you want your
IKEA  “Molger | £25 01527550342 alternatively email your free ad to; N advertisement to really
Range open shelving | FISHING OVEE | [emassuice scom o s e e e e e o e 0 s}and out or if your item
bathroom tower unit | trousers fleece lmee 1 \F.ree Lineage (ltems upto valuf £5.00) [ |Paid for I?nxed Ad {Irer.ns of any value) is valued at over £500,
with mirror back size evx:iz:lzgl?’riaecgr;s nSesw : D’;I:)lls1 :fvi;e(;:;;r Sale for Publication (No Pets or Livestock or Firearms please): ] you can |)| ace defails in
fﬁf“‘ X ldem x 0cm | 15 01527 530342 1 ) Ml a boxed advertisement
stool / storage box | FISHING chest | 1 1 for just
with removable tops overalls  insulated 1 ) 1 -
size  37cm squal:e 28” leg 447 chest| | 2 1 £5'75 (mc va')
X 50cm high, in green bracers as new 1 Details (Not for Publication): 1
dark brown poplar. | _£20 01527 550342 1 Mi/Mrs/Ms Initial Surmame 1 3 PIECE
Excellent unmarked | BOSCH L 1 Addre: 1
condition. £20 Tel | AHM 38G new £30 [ 1 i SUITE
07415322794 07867661522 : i : brown leather,
WANTED e Mobile I perfect
— 1 Emal: [ condition
1 I enclose cheque, payable to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, value £.... ul as new
1 or alternatively 1
**WANTED: Vinyl Records CDs Cassettes | [ " i
. Please debit my card for £.
 Vintage or New** Credit Card Number . can deliver
Seeking classic rock, jazz, indie B Start i Telephone
and rare ﬁnds. Cash paid 1 Sec No: (Last 3 digits) .Issue No. (if applicable) .... 1 10234 567890

Call or text: 07765 142354 Or 01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

¥ Send to Bullivant Media Group Ltd, Webb House, Church Green East, !
I Redditch, Worcestershire. B98 8BP or email your advertisementto I
] [}

freeads@bullivantmedia.com

R e R R e S s

(£5.75 incVAT example
boxed advertisement)

Check out our

E-Editions!

e
o e e
S e

e

www.coventryobserver.co.uk/editions
www.rugbyobserver.co.uk/editions
www.leamingtonobserver.co.uk/editions

The same paper yo :
on your mobile, tablet and computer
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Blaze down Flyers but draw
blank in defeat at Flames

ICE HOCKEY: COVENTRY Blaze
bounced back from their Challenge
Cup final defeat with a convincing vic-
tory against Fife Flyers before defeat
against Guildford Flames.

Blaze thrashed Fife 7-3 at the
Skydome Arena as Grant Mismash and
Adam Robbins both scored twice for
the home side.

However, Blaze then drew a blank
against the Flames following a 4-0
defeat at the Guildford Spectrum as
Coventry failed to score in a match for
just the fourth time this season.

The results mean Coventry sit sev-
enth in the Elite League standings.

Blaze had to recover from an early
deficit against bottom-of-the-table Fife
as Coventry took to the ice for the first
time since their Challenge Cup final
defeat against Nottingham Panthers.

Fife broke the deadlock at 7.18 as
Ben Brown capitalised on a rebound to
score his first professional goal.

And the Flyers struck again at 9.56
when Justin Ducharme finished off a
broken play into a virtually empty net.

However, Coventry responded on
the powerplay at 13.02 as Robbins
struck after good work from Jordan
Power following a turnover forced by
Jere Vertanen.

And Blaze equalised at 13.51 when
Artem Buzoverya reacted quickest to
turn home a rebound.

Fife reclaimed the lead in the second
period at 24.43 as Ducharme slipped
behind the defence and found the net
with a sharp wrist shot.

Blaze head coach Kevin Moore
responded to the setback by calling a
timeout.

And Coventry equalised straight
from the restart at 24.57 when William
Boysen scored from Elijiah Barriga’s
toe-drag and pass.

Blaze took the lead at 25.41 as
Mismash finished Grayson Constable’s
feed to reach the 20-goal mark for the
season.

And the home side extended their

lead at 36.35 when short-handed as
Power produced a clinical finish.

Coventry sealed the points at 50.04
as Mismash tipped Colton Saucerman’s
shot into the net.

And Robbins completed the scoring
at 56.50 with his second goal of the
game.

However, Coventry then suffered
defeat at Guildford to bring an end to
Blaze’s three-game winning run in the
Elite League.

Blaze went close early on as Flames
netminder Justin Fazio denied Alessio
Luciani with Barriga unable to convert
the rebound.

Coventry head coach Moore chal-
lenged the play, believing the puck had
crossed the line only for the review to
rule no goal had been scored while
Blaze had to kill a penalty following the
unsuccessful challenge.

And Guildford took the lead at 16.08
after Dershahn Stewart denied Sam
Talbot only for Josh Waller to react
quickest to turn home the rebound.

Neither side troubled the scoreboard
in the second period as both teams
squandered powerplay opportunities.

However, the Flames doubled their
lead at 41.53 when a Blaze powerplay
went awry which led to a three-on-one
counter attack as Tyler Busch found
the net with Guildford short-handed.

Blaze killed an extended five-on-
three penalty later in the third period
only to lose netminder Stewart to inju-
1y as Joel Bearman ventured onto the
ice for his senior debut.

The home side sealed the points at
57.31 as Waller scored his second of
the game before Jack Jacome complet»
ed the scoring with one second remain-
ing on the powerplay after Power and
Tyler Preziuso dropped the gloves.

Coventry are next in action against
Fife on Saturday, March 28 with the
face-off at 7pm at Fife Ice Arena.

Blaze then host Cardiff Devils on
Sunday, March 29 with the face-off at
5.30pm at the Skydome.

Cov slay K
as club off
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nights
icially

rename stadium

Coventry’s'Butts: Park:
the Nick Newbold'Stadit

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

RUGBY UNION: COVENTRY
Rugby marked their first game
at the renamed Nick Newbold
Stadium with a 44-24 victory
against Doncaster Knights.

The home side officially renamed
their Butts Park Arena home in
memory of former director Nick
Newbold prior to kick-off.

Newbold spent 17 years working
for the club and died at the age of
62 in February last year.

And Alex Rae’s side delivered a
performance to match the occasion
as Coventry ran in seven tries to
secure a bonus point victory.

Allan Ferrie crossed twice while
Senitiki Nayalo, Tom Ball, Matt
Johnson, Morgan Adderly-Jones
and Api Bavadra all dotted down
for the hosts.

The result means Coventry sit
fourth in the Champ Rugby table,
three points behind Worcester
Warriors in second.

Following the renaming ceremo-
ny, a minute’s applause took place
in Newbold’s memory in front of his
family and friends.

And Coventry scored the game’s
first try as Nayalo crashed over
from close range after just five min-
utes as Tommy Mathews kicked the
conversion.

Doncaster responded on 13 min-
utes when Rhys Tait forced his way

over w1th Russell Bennett unable to
add the extras.

The home side scored their sec-
ond try four minutes later as Ferrie
surged over to restore Coventry’s
lead.

And Ferrie crossed again on
21 minutes to extend Coventry’s
advantage after Bavadra produced
a stunning break from deep inside
his own half.

The hosts scored their bonus
point try two minutes before the
break as Ball powered over follow-
ing a well-placed penalty kicked to
the corner.

However, Doncaster reduced
the deficit on 50 minutes when
Ben Chapman drove over from
the back of a lineout and Bennett
converted.

:SHIAJR,A

Coventry hit back three minutes
later as Johnson finished in the cor-
ner after a sharp break and offload
from Josh Barton.

The tries continued to flow when
Jasper McGuire dotted down on
58 minutes from another driving
maul.

However, Adderly-Jones finished
off a flowing move on 61 minutes
before Bavadra touched down a
loose ball two minutes later to take
the game out of Doncaster’s reach.

The Knights scored the game’s
final try on 76 minutes when Connor
Edwards stretched over the line to
dot down.

Coventry are next in action against
London Scottish on Saturday, March
28 with kick-off at 3pm at the
Richmond Athletic Ground.

Young swimmers star at national competition to win eight medals

SWIMMING: RUGBY Swimming
Club’s artistic swimmers won
eight medals, including six
gold’s, at the National Age Group
Championships.

Another stellar showing from the
club saw Rugby’s swimmers win
six gold, one silver and one bronze
medal on the national stage.

The competition, the most pres-
tigious of its kind for the nation’s
top young artistic swimmers, took
place at the GL1 Leisure Centre in
Gloucester.

A total of 26 swimmers from
Rugby qualified to take part in the
event which took place over two
days of competition.

Rugby won gold in the youth fig-
ures event as Victoria Sharashkina
took the national title with a stun-
ning performance in a field of 163
swimmers.

In the 12-and-under figures com-
petition, Alice Danielson proved
Rugby’s highest-placed athlete
with a 15th-place finish in a 114-
strong field.

The duet of Lola Huett and
Frankie Klym won gold in the
youth category with a high-energy
performance that elevated them to
the top of the podium.

And the pair of Aaron Lee and
Keva Ennis, with Christina Kapiris
as reserve, won gold in the youth
mixed duet event with a powerful
and perfectly synchronised rou-
tine.

In the team events, the 12-and-
under combo squad of Maisie
Austin-Roberts, Payton Gaskin,
Esme Ravenhall, Elsa Gaskin, Lily

Bartholomew, Katerina Myronova,
Emily Secher and Jessie Slater fin-
ished outside of the medals despite
a vibrant swim.

And the youth combo team
of Lee, Amelie Jeary, Catherine
Yu, Izzy Watkins, Sophie Croft,
Ruby Shepherd, Charlotte Wilkins,
Darcey Townsend and Mellinda
Bogdanova, with Caitlin-Rose
Smith as reserve, secured bronze
with a tightly-synchronised rou-
tine.

Sharashkina won another medal
for Rugby after she claimed silver
in the youth solo category while
Ennis produced another confident
routine.

In the 12-and-under duet, sis-
ters Alice and Florence Danielson
impressed judges with their con-
trol, expression and maturity to
claim the national title and another
gold medal for Rugby.

The 12-and-under free team
of Izzy Maglione, A Danielson,
F Danielson, Secher, Myronova,
Gaskin, Slater and Austin-Roberts,
with Bartholomew as reserve, also
won gold with a dynamic and ener-
getic routine.

Rugby also took home the Richard
‘Whitehead Trophy, awarded to the
highest-performing 12-and-under
free team.

And the youth free team of
Sharashkina, Ennis, Lee, Kapiris,
Huett and Klym, with Jeary as
reserve, closed the competition in
style with a dynamic and technical
routine to win gold.

The performance earned Rugby
the Mrs Y M Price Trophy, awarded

to the top-scoring youth free team
nationally.

And Rugby swimmer Lee has
earnedaplaceinthe England nation-
al youth training squad following
his performances at the National
Age Group Championships.

Rugby’s head coach, Hannah

Secher, said: “It has been a week-
end of pride, performance and
club spirit, with Rugby Artistic
Swimming Club’s athletes demon-
strating their talent - from first-
time NAGs qualifiers to seasoned
national champions.

“Their commitment, teamwork

and competitive focus were evi-
dent throughout the weekend,
making this one of the club’s most
successful National Age Groups
to date.”

Rugby’s 12-and-under and youth
free teams both won gold and
trophies. s
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Valley blitzed by Bourne
to remain at foot of table

FOOTBALL: GRANT Joshua admits
‘confidence levels are low’ at Rugby
Town with the club rock bottom of the
Northern Premier League Midlands
table.

Valley lost 3-0 at home against relega-
tion rivals Bourne Town last weekend as
Rugby conceded three goals in the space
of nine first-half minutes at Butlin Road.

Quickfire goals from Zac Allen, Robbie
Ellis and Lewis Darlington left Rugby with
a mountain to climb with just 20 minutes
on the clock.

The result mans Valley sit bottom of the
Northern Premier League Midlands table,
seven points from safety with six matches
left to play.

And with Valley winless in their last
nine league games, Joshua admits the
club have made mistakes in terms of
recruitment this season.

Joshua said: “We know we're in a dif-

ficult situation.

“The fans are frustrated and they have
every right to be, but rest assured we’ll
be doing everything we can to try and
turn things around before the end of the
season.

“Confidence levels are obviously low,
but I refuse to believe that we're a bad
side and hopefully we can show this in the

final six games and at least show every-
body that we can be competitive.

“We know we’ve got things wrong this
season. For example, we've brought in
too many players and as a result we've
lacked continuity in terms of team selec-
tion since our good run back in October.

“We know that every game from here
on in is a must-win one.”

Rugby fell behind after just 11 minutes
when Allen chipped the ball over Rugby
goalkeeper Xander Grieves as he pounced
on Bo Morris’s weak defensive header.

And Bourne doubled their lead seven
minutes later as Ellis volleyed in Freddie
Allen’s cross on the turn.

The visitors stunned the home side with
a third goal on 20 minutes with Grieves
only able to get a hand to Darlington’s
strike from the edge of the penalty area.

Rugby are next in action against Corby
Town on Saturday, March 28 with kick-off
at 3pm at Steel Park.

Barnard to captain
Bears in all formats

CRICKET:
WARWICKSHIRE CCC
have appointed Ed
Barnard as the club’s
new captain across all
formats after skipper
Alex Davies stepped
down from the role.

Davies became Bears
captain in 2024 but
will now pass on the
armband to Barnard
who already skippers
the club’s One-Day Cup
side.

Barnard will now also
skipper Warwickshire’s
County Championship
and T20 Blast teams,
stepping up from his
role of vice-captain.

Barnard said: “I'm
very proud and hon-
oured to be offered
the chance to captain
Warwickshire.

“I'm very aware of
following in the foot-

steps of some great
cricketers and people,
and it’s humbling to be
added to the list.

“I've really enjoyed
working under Davo
and hope to continue
the progress the group
has made over recent
seasons.

“We have built an
impressive squad, and
with further additions
made this winter, the
competition for places
is greater than ever.

“I know the group
feels we can push very
hard for silverware this
season.”

The 30-year-oldjoined
Warwickshire from
rivals Worcestershire
in 2023 and returned a
career-best run tally of
922 runs in the County
Championship last sea-
son.
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