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Fury
turns its sigh

on materlal 11!11

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THE LEADER of Warwickshire
County Council has been accused of
‘political censorship’ by suggesting
he could seek to remove materials
relating to ‘sex, gender and iden-
tity’ from the county’s libraries.

WCC’s Reform UK leader Coun
George Finch claimed libraries in the
county were ‘promoting contested gen-
der ideology’.

‘Warwickshire Pride accused him of
‘political targeting’ and marginalising
members of its community.

Coun Finch said: “Libraries should
be politically neutral, and not seek
to embolden political ideologies. The
council should not be actively promot-
ing contested political or ideological
causes to children.”

He said his administration would
work on a policy to ‘provide parents
with peace of mind that their children

are not being told to believe one set of
political ideas over any other’.

“This policy will cover not just our
libraries, but all Warwickshire County
Council-owned public spaces,” he
added.

The Board of Trustees at Warwickshire
Pride said Coun Finch’s words were
‘misleading and dangerous’.

They said: “Being LGBTQ+ is not an
ideology or a political campaign. It is
part of the diversity of human experi-
ence.

“History teaches us important les-
sons about what happens when politi-
cians decide which books, ideas, identi-
ties, or groups are acceptable.

“Public bodies should not limit access
to information because some people
find it uncomfortable. Libraries should
be places of learning, not tools for
political censorship.

“The Leader of the Council has a
responsibility to represent every resi-
dent of Warwickshire, not Jubt those
who share his political views.”

Coun Sarah Boad, leader of WCC’s
Liberal Democrat Group, said libraries
should not be ‘weaponised’.

She said: “We now face the prospect
of the Reform UK administration trying
to take steps that could discriminate
against the LGBTQ+ community. This
is an administration that has committed
to creating ‘safe, inclusive places where
people from different backgrounds can
live and interact positively’. Targeting
LGBTQ+ books does the precise oppo-
site.

“History reminds us of where cen-
sorship leads. An open and demo-
cratic society trusts people to read
widely, rather than deciding what they
may and may not see. We will not let
Warwickshire go backwards.”

Conservative Group leader Coun
Adrian Warwick said his group believed
that ‘libraries should be for everyone’ —
but also welcomed Reform’s proposed
review.

He said: “We believe in equality
regardless of race, sex or sexual ori-

entation.

“Public institutions exist to serve
everyone, not to endorse political or
ideological movements. We therefore
welcome this review.

“The group is concerned that some
parents will be more reluctant to take
their children to libraries to engage with
reading in an age-appropriate way.

“We hope that if nothing else comes
of this review, attention on our libraries
will at the very least lead more people
to pick up a book and put down their
phone.”

Deputy Green Group Leader Coun
‘Will Roberts said that to remove books
because of political ideology was itself
a case of political ideology.

He added: “Libraries give people the
opportunity to read books - they do not
force anybody to read them.

“Gender is not an ideology, it is a
human right, and it is concerning that
Coun Finch wishes to attack human
rights.

“Warwickshire is the county of

Shakespeare and George Eliot, and is
now proposing to ban books. We only
need to look at the history of the last
century to understand how that can
lead us all into darkness.”

Labour Group leader Coun Sarah
Feeney accused Coun Finch of ‘divisive
culture-war politics’.

She said: “He has failed to iden-
tify a single book, campaign, event or
example to support his inflammatory
claims.

“The people who decide what materi-
als are appropriate for different audi-
ences are trained and qualified librar-
ians, not politicians chasing headlines.

“Libraries have always been places
of learning, discovery and opportu-
nity. They are not vehicles for political
indoctrination.

“If he believes there is genuinely
inappropriate material in Warwickshire
libraries, he should tell the public
exactly what it is.”

Visit www.rugbyoberver.co.uk for
more reaction.

DRWES /|

Are you looking to improve or enlarge

your driveway or patio?

Kidderminster and Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We've designed and built just about every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not be phased by your project.

« We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction and unlike other driveway

companies, with us you pay absolutely nothing upfront.
* Give us a call and you could save upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk
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We can provide you with a beautiful new patio or driveway in e e
Coventry, Bromsgrove, Redditch, Solihull, Leamington, m
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Inset, from left: Howard Doald,
Mark Owen and Gary Barlow "}
wow a 35,000-strong crowd. s l

4 by Andy M
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

MORE than 100,000 tick-
ets were sold as Take
That proved they still
rule the pop world, at the
Coventry Building Society
Arena at the weekend.
Fans travelled from The
Midlands, UK and Europe as
Gary Barlow, Mark Owen and
Howard Donald gave crowds
the greatest of nights during a
three-night Coventry residency.

\A .“\:‘." &

Take That brought The Circus
Live back to the city in incred-
ible style, performing aboard a
giant robotic elephant as they
revisited their legendary 2009
show.

Concertgoers had to have a
little patience before the main
event, with a standout support
bill featuring Belinda Carlisle
and The Script helping to build
the atmosphere each night.

Carlisle opened with a hit-
filled set showcasing a career
spanning more than four dec-
ades before Irish band The

{

energy levels even further.

Then Gary, Mark and Howard
returned to the Coventry stage
after almost 17 years.

The production brought a big
top spectacle with dancers, fire-
breathers, tightrope walkers,
clowns, trapeze artists, tram-
polinists, balloons, confetti and
fireworks.

Thousands of fans joined in
with classics spanning Take
That’s incredible career, from A
Million Love Songs and Back
Jor Good to Relight My Fire,

: TR ol Tk
Shine, Never Forget and Rule
the World.

Paul Michael, managing direc-
tor at the Coventry Building
Society Arena, said: “We have
had some unforgettable nights
of music here but these three
evenings were right up there.

“To stage three back-to-back
stadium shows for the first time
since we last welcomed Take
That, was incredibly special.

“It was not only a huge
moment for the arena but for
the whole of Coventry and the
wider region too, with thousands

~
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of fans spending time in the city
before and after the shows and
helping to deliver a major boost
to the local economy.

“Nights like these are exact-
ly why this venue was built.
Coventry Building Society Arena
was designed to bring major
events to the region and attract
visitors from across the UK and
Europe.

“We will continue to strive
to bring the biggest names in
live music to the stage here at
[the] Coventry Building Society
Arena for years to come.”

Quality Care

and Education

Providing a fully inclusive service for families with
children aged 6 weeks to 5 years from 7.30am to 6.30pm

gﬁﬁé

Emscote House

Day Nursery and Preschool

Now taking registrations
We’d fove to show Hou around

29 T: 01926 425067
E: emscote.house@childbase.com

Emscote House Day Nursery and Preschool, 46 Warwick Place,
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV32 5DE

As recommended on
Daynurseries.co.uk, please visit
to see what our parents say

If youarea
working parent
you could be
eligible for 30 hours
a week of free
childcare.

At gmscote House
the warm and

welcoming environment

ensures that wour
child’s individual meeds

are prioritised, and
their interests
wurtured.

Scan me for full
nursery details

return home.

Oféted

Good
Provider

EXPLORER
TRAVEL

by HAYS TRAVEL

Let me take the stress out o

CALL ME TODAY

01926 266 009 | \

I'm Bally, your local Explorer Travel
Holidays consultant,

backed by Hays Travel.

Whether you’'re looking for a luxury cruise, an
escorted tour, a city break or a tailor-made
adventure, I'll help you find the perfect holiday
with a personal service from enquiry to

LUXURY
HOLIDAYS

" ATOL Protected
ABTA Member
Financial Security

I WHATSAPP

WEBSITE

www.explorertravelholidays.co.uk

For all your latest information on
Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,

Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol and Probate Notices...

f planning.

/' 24/7 Support While You Travel

07966 479318

. CRU}SE‘S

+ ESCORTED TOURS

* LUXURY HOLIDAYS
+ LONG-HAUL ADVENTURES
= TAILOR-MADE ITINERARIES
« INDIA & FAR EAST TOURS

* RIVER CRUISES
« CITY BREAKS

CITY BREAI

RIVER &
LONG-HAUL

CRUISES

‘ PERSONAL SERVICE
| ©Oo YoucaN TRUST

77 N Local expertise with the
| backing and protection
{ of Hays Travel.

; EMAIL

See
page

29

bally@explorertravelholidays.co.uk
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by Andy Morris

andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

services between

Rugby
Birmingham. The group’s chair,

and

transformed the service at Rugby.
No alternatives, such as additional

service.”

tions for future general levels of
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Rugb train

and services that were usually
“more lightly loaded”, adding: “If

“SHOCKED” advocates for
train travel in Rugby say
“disproportionate” cuts to
summer services will “disad-
vantage” the town.

Avanti West Coast will cut 10 per
cent of its weekday services over
the summer holiday — from Monday,
July 20 to Friday, August 28.

Rugby Rail Users Group (RRUG)
says a higher proportion of trains
serving Rugby have been cancelled
during that period — including 20
per cent of trains between Rugby
and Euston and 30 per cent of

Stephanie Clifford, said the Avanti
plan is a retrograde step which
would have a disproportionately
bad impact on Rugby.

She added: “This change, made
on behalf of the Department for
Transport (DfT), has been made
without any consultation. It will
reduce the attractiveness of the
train service and of Rugby as a
place.

“Since the [Covid] pandemic,
Avanti have been telling us how
they have been restoring train serv-
ices so that the full timetable could
be run. This has given us a predict-
able hourly timetable which has

calls by other trains, have been pro-
vided by Avanti. Rugby should not
be disadvantaged in this way.

“We are also concerned that this
may be the start of wider service
cutting.”

Rugby MP John Slinger raised
RRUG’s concerns with Avanti West
Coast and rail minister Lord Peter
Hendy.

MP Mr Slinger said: “The summer
timetable changes are temporary
and targeted and represent a reduc-
tion in train mileage to reflect lower
passenger demand during the holi-
day period.

“The changes have no implica-

An Avanti spokesperson said the
changes were made after the DfT
asked operators to find ways to
reduce government subsidies.

The spokesperson added: “We
proposed a trial of a demand-led
timetable — which involves remov-
ing a small number of trains where
demand is lower. This saves oper-
ational cost, creates no negative
impact on revenue and with mini-
mum disruption to passenger trav-
el. This means the associated sav-
ing goes directly to the government
and the taxpayer.”

The spokesperson said service
cuts were selected based on routes

the volume of people travelling is
above expectations, the trains can
be quickly reinstated to provide
additional capacity.”

Mr Slinger said the nationalisa-
tion of Avanti West Coast services,
expected in October, will be an
opportunity to improve reliability,
accountability and passenger expe-
rience for Rugby rail users.

The MP added: “T am determined
to make sure Great British Rail
works for the people of Rugby.

“We aim to revitalise the West
Coast Main Line when Avanti comes
under public ownership and I hope
this happens as soon as possible.”

Information

A CONGESTION-busting
multi-million pound project
to create a “free-flowing”
A46 at a notorious bottle-
neck near University Hospital
Coventry, will be the subject
of two information events
next week.

Residents and road users
are being invited to meet
the team behind the A46
Walsgrave junction upgrade
— designed to reduce con-
gestion on the outskirts of

dates about A46 work

Reader travel

the city.

The £112million project,
which received government
approval in February, aims
to transform the existing

Isle of Wight Weekend
Departing Fri 25 Sep ‘26

A long weekend by the sea beckons on this
lovely escape to the Isle of Wight. Beloved since

Moulin Rouge! The Musical
Matinee Show & London
Departing Sat 19 Sep ‘26

How the propoéed new iuriciion shél;ld iok whn com-

three-arm priority rounda-
bout, which connects the
A46 to the B4082, into a
free-flowing junction, remov-
ing a bottleneck for the
57,000 drivers who use the
road every day.

Public information events the Midlands, the South and housing development Rughy, Coventry
P » * R h | fi Rugby, Ci
will take plqce e;t the TQSCO WESt atndl\}lht? '[\lorth'd aetwgenpt':te M5 and the * 3 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel, Shanklin . Oeturn. choact tra:/e rIOE dui Z" T:;try
Superstore in Clifford Bridge rar\"nv?nle Ielag ' aio?rasnspgor{ L;\m ?\;ati%nsa.l Highways {62+ rating) with dinner. & breakfast anlo o a>yoitfaéz fonedonowieth( full
f’?gqu’18§r\:1€?tow4°%'}ﬂgzgag{ golicy advisor Midla?lds spokesperson . sai)cli: » Enterginmentsomeeyenings English breaifost
9 + pm; G t id the j ti i “Sch like thi that * Excursion to Newport e ’ . .
Warwickshire Shopping Park onnect, sai € junction is chemes like 1S, a Grand Circle ticket {matinee performance)

in Kynner Way, in Binley,
on Tuesday, from 10am to
4pm.

The project team will be
on hand to answer ques-
tions and explain what to
expect ahead of construc-
tion, which is due to begin
in September.

Project manager Emma

pleted. s

“Tackling this bottleneck
will make a real difference —
delivering more reliable jour-
neys and better safety for
drivers travelling between

a key bottleneck which limits
the full benefits of earlier
investment.

Swatiadded: “The planned
upgrade will not only enable
better traffic flows and ease
congestion but will also sup-
port economic growth and
better access to the Coventry
University Hospital.

of National Highways’ com-
mitment to improve the
A46 trans-Midlands trade
corridor, supporting eco-
nomic growth, employment

deliver better connectivity
to centres of employment,
enable people to access
more job opportunities and
employers are able to draw
on a wider pool of talent.
“Well-connected areas are
also better placed to attract
businesses that benefit from
being close to one another,

Queen Victoria’s reign, follow in the footsteps of
royalty and relax at our base in a popular seaside
resort and discover other highlights during an
optional trip!

So much included...

Return coach travel & ferry crossings from

Optional Island Highlights tour (E15pp)

Call 03332 342 514

See Moulin Rouge! The Musical, inspired by

Baz Luhrmann’s film. Featuring Lady Marmalade,
original hits, plus new songs by Katy Perry,
Beyoncé & Rihanna. Follow Christian and Satine’s
forbidden love in dazzling Montmartre sets at the
iconic Piccadilly Theatre.

So much included...

¢ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Ticket upgrades available

Quote OSG

Winter said: “The Walsgrave “It's aC scheme that boosting innovation and
B : - Midlands Connect have pri- helping local economies * e ® .
{lﬁgcaci%gg n;:gt?sthceuf‘é%g oritised for many years and thrive.” Visit jUStQOhOlIdOYS.Com/ OsG Trustpilot

a three-arm priority rounda-
bout, which causes substan-
tial congestion in the area.

will make a massive impact
on people, businesses and
growth.”

The upgrade forms part

The scheme is expected
to open to traffic in 2028.

Visit https://tinyurl.com/
tz7echs2 for more informa-

Subject to T&Cs. Coach holidays BCH/ABTOT protected: alr holidays ATOL protected 10889.
Prices per person (2 sharing), subject to availability. Pick up locations, airport selection and room
supplements may apply. Prices Purve"l at print, valid 7 days. See website for datails

LvEy
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Send me to Alaska! Kryten’s /
coming to visit the museum_

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A STAR from TV shows Red
Dwarf and Robot Wars will
visit Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum for a new exhibi-
tion celebrating the ingen-
ious robot sculptures of
artist Mark Haig.

Gizmobots, which will open on
Saturday, June 20, will feature
dozens of robots, fashioned from
found objects, recycled materi-
als, and items picked up from car
boot sales and scrap yards.

Mark, an electronics engineer,
reappropriates old electronics to
turn his “’bots’ into objects, such
as radios and desk lamps.

Each Gizmobot comes com-
plete with a tag explaining his or
her personality and their likes,
dislikes, hobbies... and catering
requirements.

Mark said: “I used to sit in
front of my parents’ electric fire
as an eight-year-old child and
make robots and spaceships out
of cogs, wheels and bits of wood
that my dad brought back from
his job as a clock repairer.

“Fast forward through the years
and I have continued to use these
skills to teach about recycling
and reappropriating old electron-
ic equipment so it doesn’t just
end up in landfill.”

e

The exhibition includes The
Shed - an interactive creative
space where children and families
will be able to design and build
recycled Gizmobots.

The exhibition will also wel-
come Sir Killalot and Matilda —
the famous ‘house robots’ from
television’s Robot Wars - to
Rugby.

To celebrate, the exhibition will
include a Robot Warriors arena
where visitors can take part in
one-on-one battles.

On Friday, July 10, Robert
Llewellyn — known as Kryten
from classic sci-fi comedy Red
Dwarf, and as the presenter of
Scrapheap Challenge — will visit
Rugby Art Gallery and Museum
for the Becoming a Robot exhibi-
tion for a special ‘in conversation’
event hosted by BBC Countryfile
presenter Tom Heap.

Becoming a Robot: Robert Llewellyn, who played
sanitation droid Kryten (pictured, right) in the clas-
sic comedy Red Dwarf, will visit Rugby Art Gallery
and Museum for an ‘in conversation’ event. Images s

Rugby Art
Gallery and
Museum will

hold a Bits and
Bots family fun
day on Saturday
,June 20, to cel-
ebrate the launch
of Gizmobots.

That free event
will include
robot-inspired
activities and
entertainment
and visitors will
be able to learn
the robot street dance, courtesy of
the Ascension Dance Company.

Coun Maggie O’Rourke, Rugby
Borough Council’s portfolio hold-
er for partnerships, health and
wellbeing, said the family fun day
was a perfect way to celebrate
Father’s Day, the following day.

Coun O’Rourke said: “Gizmobots
promises to inspire and entertain
visitors to Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum throughout the summer,
featuring Mark Haig’s wonder-
fully quirky robot creations, Sir
Killalot and Matilda from Robot
Wars and a very special guest in
Robert Llewellyn, who played the
droid Kryten in television comedy
Red Dwarf.

“The exhibition offers plenty
of opportunities to get ‘hands-
on’ and creative, whether in The
Shed, the Robot Warriors arena
or at one of Mark Haig's robot

The Observer, Friday June 12, 2026

workshops.”
Mark will
return to Rugby
Art Gallery
and Museum
on Tuesday,
August 4, to
host a series
of work-
shops where
creativity will

collide  with
invention.
Free, 90-minute work-

shops will start at 10am,
11.30am, 1.30pm and
3.30pm, with children (aged
seven and above and accom-
panied by an adult) able to
build a Gizmobot.

Coun Neil Sandison,
Rugby Borough Council’s
Liberal Democrat group
spokesperson for part-
nerships, health and
wellbeing, said: “We're
looking forward to wel-
coming Kryten from the
classic sci-fi comedy
Red Dwarf, the Robot
Wars house robots and
Mark Haig’s Gizmobots to
Rugby for a summer of
inventive, creative fun.”

Tickets for the Becoming
a Robot talk, which will
start at 6pm on Friday, July
10, cost £10 and can be
booked online at www.ragm.
co.uk/gizmobots.

!

PHOENIX vCOACHES

Tel No 02476 350 811. 50 Southfield Close, Nuneaton. CV10 OBE

Adult  Child
June
13th Bath £30.00 £25.00
16th Shrewsbury £27.00 £22.00
27th Windsor £30.00 £24.00
July
4th Weston-Super-Mare £29.50 £24.50
11th Chester. R £29.00 £24.00
18th Hunstanton .. £31.00 £25.00
22nd Cambridge.........ccevvvvvevrcrnennns £29.00 £24.00
25th Wellesbourne Market £16.00 £11.00
28th Cheshire Oaks £29.00 £24.00
August
1st Llandudno... £31.00 £25.00
6th Liverpool £29.00 £22.00
TTH YOTK ottt £29.00 £24.00
A3 TOHOTA ...ttt £27.00 £22.00
15th Mystery Seaside .. £30.00 £24.00
19th Southport..... £29.00 £24.00
21st Blist Hill £43.00 £30.00
25th Cotswolds & Diddley Squat Farm £29.00 £24.00
20th Skegness £29.50 £24.00
Liverpool- Atlantic Tower Hotel 31st July-2nd August 26. 3 Days/2 Nights................... £180 Per Person
Price Include s- All Coach hire, Evening meal on 1st night only, 2 nights accommodation, 2 days
breakfast, free time round Liverpool
Llandudno - The Chatsworth House Hotel 10th-14th August 26 5 Days/4 Nights............ £395 Per Person
Price Includes - All Coach hire, 4 nights accommodation, Evening Meal & Breakfast, Day excursions,
Portmerion Village & 2 course meal and Welsh Highland Railway Journey
Blackpool - Grand Hotel 30th October-1st November 26 3 Days/2 Nights............. £195 Adult, £99 Child eSS rEs
Price Includes - All Coach travel, 2 nights accommodation, evening meal and breakfast

www.phoenixcoaches.org.uk e,

OPEN MORNING

ATURDAY 27TH JUNE 2026 9.00AM - 12 NOON

Current Year 5 students and their parents are invited to attend this Open Morning for Year 7 Entry
in September 2027. You will be given an opportunity to look around the School and meet staff
and students and gain a flavour of what a K.E.S. education has to offer.

Please also visit our website at www.kes.net/admissions for our Virtual School Experience.

The Headmaster will speak at 9.15am and 10.15am in the Levi Fox Hall

“King Edward VI school is a rich and vibrant community. Pupils thrive at this school” OFSTED

Chapel Lane, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 6BE msﬁm
1: 01789 293351 e: office@kes.net
w: www.kes.net R

Regrettably there will be no parking available on the School site.
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Nelly
Thornton
1880 - 1915

Model for the Rolls Royce
Spirit of 5%

Lived here

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@
bullivantmedia.com

A MOTORING icon was
inspired by a Leamington
resident.

The latest blue plaque in the
town honours Eleanor Velasco
Thornton, also known as “Nelly”,
who was the model for luxury
carmarker Rolls-Royce’s Spirit of
Ecstasy — one of the most recog-
nisable motoring symbols.

The plaque was unveiled
at Nelly’s former home, at 24
Charlotte Street, by Mayor of
Leamington Sarah Boad.

Coun Boad said: “The woman

seemingly-in-flight mascot we
know for sitting proudly at the
front of this prestigious car has a
story behind it that brings a fasci-
nating link to Leamington.

“The story of this Leamingtonian,
was of a bright, independent
woman who trained as a secre-
tary, obtained a responsible posi-
tion for an automotive journal
and went on to work as a personal
assistant to the editor, John Scott-
Montagu, of Car Illustrated.

“He was an early car enthusiast
and bought a Rolls-Royce and
commissioned the sculpture of
his muse, Nelly, who modelled for
this distinctive emblem.

“The blue plaque commemo-

rates this famous image of Nelly,
a resident of our wonderful town,
for future generations.

“The Leamington Town Council
blue plaques scheme brings
together a group of volunteers
and statutory bodies dedicated
to celebrating the town’s rich
history. I wish to thank the blue
plaque group for their hard work
in ensuring that the inspiration
Nelly provided as a model for
the iconic Rolls-Royce Spirit of
Ecstasy is remembered.”

Visit www.leamingtonspatown
council.gov.uk/council-services/
blue-plaques-scheme/ to find
out more about the blue plaque
scheme and those honoured.
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The Rolls-Royce Spirit of
Ecstasy in all its glory.
Picture by Marcus Mingins
2326012MMR

Insplratlon Eleanor Thornton, also
known as ‘Nelly’. s

The blue plaque is unveiled in Charlotte Street.
Picture by Marcus Mingins 2326012MMR.

Hassle-Free Travel

Skye & Bute Voyager
Multiple Hotels

From £1099pp

Book Through
our website hy
Scanning the

QR Code

Arundel Castle Chichester
4* The Langstone Hotel

From £899pp

Mon 3rd - Fr| 7th
August

Thurs 23rd -
28th July

Tue

 Sammer Savings

Discover effortless, elegant escapes with Johnsons Coaches. Travel in Comfort. Stay in hand-plcked hotels. Enjoy every moment.

Picturebook North Devon
4* Imperial Hotel

From £875pp

Northern delights
4* Millennium Copthorne

From £799pp

Mon 27th Fri
31st July

)

Torquay & Dartmoor
3* The Headland Hotel

From £999pp

Sat 15th - Fri.
21st August

| Handpicked Hotels | Exceptional Value

Minehead & Somerset
3* The Northfield Hotel

From £879pp

s
L

N
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MotoFest

2o - .

LEFT: Trying out a Lotus for size. Pictures by Marcus Mingins 2426003MMR4. MIDDLE: Lord Mayor Roger Bailey and Lady Mayoress Pauline Venables enjoy the cars.
2426003MMRS9. RIGHT: Putting his Ford Escort through its paces. 2426003MMR12

LEFT: Talking cars. Pictures by Marcus Mingins 2426003MMR2. MIDDLE: Coventry College students showcased their automotive paint and body skills.. 2426003MMR1.
RIGHT: Some extreme angles. 2426003MMR7

Get ready for Love Rugby Festival, a
celebration of arts, culture, sports and
family entertainment.

Enjoy local musicians and get creative
with hands-on arts and crafts activities.

For sports lovers, get involved with a
variety of open days and taster sessions,
where you can try something new.

FEsTIVAV

20 JUNE - 5 JULY 2026 : : :
The festival will end on 5 July with a

‘Couch to 5K’ fun run suitable for all skill

A celebration Of arts, levels, alongside a new 1K fun run for
culture, sports and families and children aged 11 and under.
entertainment See the festival guide and

sign up for the fun runs at
rugby.gov.uk/loverugby
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MotoFest

Herbie rides again! Picture by Marcus Mingins 2426003MMR5

Revved-up fun
helps drive in
the big crowds

COVENTRY'’S global impact
on the automotive industry
was celebrated at the city’s
MotoFest Classic event last
weekend.

Vehicle displays in
Broadgate formed the cen-
trepiece, where Coventry
College students showcased
their automotive paint and
body skills.

Visitors were treated to a
display of the latest electric
vehicles alongside hundreds
of classic cars and motor-
cycles.

Military vehicles lined
up in front of Coventry
Transport Museum along-
side a display of Coventry-built Rileys.

More pictures opposite

Coventry Cathedral hosted the award win-
ning Coventry Concours, where vehicles from
around the world competed in a contest of
design and presentation.

Jaguar celebrated 40 years of the XJ40
with a display in University Square, featuring
one-off prototypes and pre-production mod-

els from the Jaguar Daimler Heritage Trust
Collection.

MotoFest Classic also hosted a round of the
UK Autotest and Autosolo championship in
Grove Street Car Park.

Observer photographer Marcus Mingins
went along to capture the sights of this year’s
event.

Leo (ten) and Paul Boylan admire the
mini of Matt Dille. Picture by Marcus
Mingins 2426003MMR3

[ —
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Motoring fans get to see some of their favourite cars. Picture by Marcus Mingins
2426003MM6
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Spring Arrives

A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts
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Town and country
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Lift off: The main
ring featured
some daring

stunts. s

came together for =

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@
bullivantmedia.com

THOUSANDS of visitors,
from town and country,
braved the rain to cel-
ebrate British agriculture
at The Kenilworth Show.

The event, held near Stoneleigh
on Saturday, featured quad bike
stunts, high-speed horse racing,
a tug-of-war between Coventry
Rugby Club and Warwickshire
Young Farmers and the ever-
popular grand parade of live-
stock.

Organisers the Kenilworth
and District Agricultural Society
(KADAS) unveiled a series of
firsts including a new food
hall, packed full of independent
local traders; virtual-reality clay
pigeon shooting; a Typhoon
fighter jet simulator; and an art
competition.

As part of the growing food
locally competition, schools
were asked to submit pieces
under the theme ‘what does the
countryside mean to me?’

The Village Green saw people
indulge in food and refresh-
ments and watch a diverse line-
up of acts on the trailer stage.

The show boasted dog and
sheep shows, an equestrian
section, vintage and modern
machinery and a procession of
classic cars and motorbikes.

Some of the region’s best-
kept cattle and sheep were on
display in livestock competi-
tions and show-goers were able
to get hands-on with different
crafts in the discovery barn
and try out rural pursuits in the
countryside area.

Plenty of fun was had in the
children’s entertainment area
where a fun fair, face painting
and inflatables were among the
attractions.

Clare Price, chairman of
KADAS, said: “It was great to
bring countryside and urban
communities together and to
educate people about where
food comes from. I think the
city, and even some villages,
has lost a connection with
British farmers so the show is a
way to bridge that gap.

“Everyone supported the
ethos of where our food comes
from, how important our farm-
ers are and the good jobs they
do. The show was a huge suc-
cess and we look to build on
that next year as we continue
to grow.”

KADAS chair Clare Price, left, and
Kenilworth mayor Alison Insley
]udge the school art competition.

" pound for £ the
are the best!
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and Non Ferrous Metal
Batteries and Gables
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Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire, CU37 8AQ

01789 121288

info@imer.co.uk
Open Mon/Fri- 8am - 5pm
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Funding will aid
improvements

A SECONDARY school in Rugby has been
given government funding to improve its
buildings.

Lawrence Sheriff School (pictured)
has received a grant from the Condition
Improvement Fund (CIF), a £450million pot
of funding which is being shared among
684 schools and sixth-form colleges across
England to replace heating systems, mend
roofs and update electrical works, among
other projects.

As with all schools receiving grants, the
amount given to LSS has not been disclosed
to protect its ability to obtain best value from
contractors.

The funding forms part of a wider pack-
age of investment in programmes including
the School Rebuilding Programme, which is
rebuilding and refurbishing schools across
the country, including those whose buildings
contained dangerous reinforced autoclaved
aerated concrete (RAAC) materials.

Rugby MP John Slinger said: “Parents across
Rugby will remember the significant concern
of the RAAC crisis, the fear that children were
no longer safe in their own school.

“Labour is turning the page through our
Plan for Change, fixing the foundations of our
schools so local children are in a safe environ-
ment where the can achieve and thrive.

“With free breakfast clubs in places like
Wolvey and Bulkington, free school meals and
safer schools, Labour is setting children up
for the best start in life.”

The programmes form part of the govern-
ment’s 10-year plan to renew buildings across
education, designed to ensure children learn
in classrooms fit for purpose.

Education Secretary, Bridget Phillipson
said: “Parents expect their children to learn
in a safe warm environment. It's what chil-
dren deserve.

“This investment is about more than just
buildings - it’s about showing children that
their education matters, their futures mat-
ter, and this government is determined
to give them the best possible start in
life.”

Schools Minister Josh MacAlister said
the funding would help schools tackle
urgent issues before they become bigger
and more costly problems.

He added: “It is part of our longer-term
plan to break the cycle of schools and
colleges doing patch-and-mend repairs,
by committing to unprecedented long-
term funding to improve the school and
college estate.”

The CIF programme is part of the gov-
ernment’s investment of over £2.1billion
for this year to improve the condition of
schools.

|
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Rugby High School Headteacher Mark Grady chats to Year 7 students.

A chance to look round

PROSPECTIVE students of a Rugby sec-
ondary school are invited to an Open
Evening later this month.

Rugby High School is inviting Year 4
and 5 students and their parents or carers
to visit the school for its Open Evening on
Wednesday June 24 from 4.45pm to 7pm.

Visitors will be able to explore the
school, speak to teachers and current stu-
dents, and hear talks from the senior team.

A spokesperson for the school said: “The
Open Evening is all about giving visitors
the information they need to make an
informed choice of secondary school.

“The school hopes visitors will get a
sense of the richness and diversity of

the learning experiences that the school
offers, and of the friendly and purpose-
ful atmosphere in which students are able
to explore their talents and realise their
potential.

“Our students come from a wide range
of different backgrounds and we want
them all to enjoy learning and leave the
school well-prepared to make their place
in the wider world.”

School tours with student guides start
after 5pm and speeches from the Senior
Leadership Team and students will take
place in the hall at 5.05pm, 5.45pm and
6.15pm.

Advance registration is not required.

THE
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dystrophy
help centre

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A WELCOMING Coventry
charity which supports peo-
ple living with muscle wast-
ing conditions has received
national recognition.

Ruth Hereford, chair of the city’s
Muscular Dystrophy Support Centre,
received the Richard Attenborough
Award for Outstanding Achievement
at the Muscular Dystrophy UK
Stronger Together Awards.

Ruth was recognised for her com-
mitment to supporting people living
with muscular dystrophy and for
helping to expand specialist sup-
port services through the charity.

Following the award, renowned
theatre director Michael
Attenborough visited the centre
with his wife Karen, to meet staff
and service users and learn more
about the specialist therapies and
wellbeing support provided by the
charity.

Michael, son of actress Sheila

Sim and actor-director Richard
Attenborough — and nephew of
broadcaster and naturalist David
Attenborough - presented Ruth
with her award during a national
ceremony.

During their visit, Michael and
Karen observed physiotherapy and
osteopathy sessions, learned about
the charity’s aquatic exercise class-
es and hand therapy sessions, and
spoke with service users about the
affect ongoing support has on their
daily lives.

Chair Ruth said: “To receive the
award from Michael Attenborough
was an incredible honour and it
was very special to then welcome
Michael and Karen to the centre
and show them our work.

“It means so much to see the
impact the centre has on people’s
lives recognised in this way. What
began as one day per week of
therapy, with one physiotherapist,
has grown into specialist support
across six Midlands sites, helping
hundreds of people living with mus-
cular dystrophy and related neu-
romuscular conditions.”
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Ruth Hereford, left, with Karen and Michael Attenborough at the Muscular Dystrophy Support

Centre. s

Muscular dystrophy and related
conditions involve progressive mus-
cle wastage, which can affect mobil-
ity, breathing, heart function and
independence. Many people rely on
specialist support to help maintain
their strength, mobility and quality
of life.

Michael Attenborough said: “Our
visit was an even more remarkable
eye opener than I had anticipated.

“It was both shocking and inspir-
ing to see, first-hand, the impact
the centre has on people’s lives and
the extraordinary sense of commu-
nity that has been created here.

“What struck me most during the
visit was hearing several people
describe the centre as ‘like coming

home’. That says so much about
the welcome, support and belong-
ing the team have built for people
living with muscular dystrophy and
related neuromuscular conditions.

“It is entirely fitting that Ruth
Hereford has received an award in
my father’s name. The determina-
tion and commitment behind the
centre are truly remarkable.”

The visit follows a period of
growing recognition for the charity,
which recently won the Not-for-
profit Champion of the Year prize
at the Coventry and Warwickshire
Business Awards.

The centre’s chief executive, Zoe
Richardson, said: “It has been an
incredible year for the charity with

recognition both nationally and
locally but what matters most is
ensuring people living with muscu-
lar dystrophy can access the ongo-
ing specialist support they need.

“Visits like this help shine a light
on the importance of specialist
therapies and the difference they
can make to people’s independ-
ence, wellbeing and quality of life.”

The Muscular Dystrophy Support
Centre supports adults living with
muscular dystrophy and related
neuromuscular conditions through
specialist therapy, exercise, wellbe-
ing support and community con-
nection.

Visit mdsupportcentre.org for
more information.

oFreR: MONDAY & TUESDAY | £15.95¢
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376 KENILWORTH ROAD, BALSALL COMMON, COVENTRY, CV7 7ER | T: 01676 533 308 | www.cafetamarinds.co.uk
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Corporal Joshua Tan and family visited Mayor Nooria Sayani in the Mayor’s par-
lour at the Town Hall with (left) Nicholas Old, St John Ambulance network lead
for north and east Warwickshire, and (sedcond from right) Ginny Taylor-Fallows,
St John Ambulance cadet group lead for Rugby.

Appointed to the role

A CORPORAL from Rugby St John Ambulance
has been appointed as the Mayor of Rugby’s
cadet, in a first for the town.

Mayor Nooria Sayani has appointed
Corporal Joshua Tan as her cadet for her
Mayoral term — the first time a cadet from the
first aid charity has taken on the role.

The Mayor’s cadet accompanies the Mayor
at civic and ceremonial events, while also
working to support the Mayor’s charities and
promote the theme chosen for the year in
office.

Coun Sayani has chosen pluralism as the
theme for her Mayoral year, and wants to
support and raise awareness of three charities
— EqulP, RoSA and the Aga Khan Foundation.

She said: “It’s the first time in history
Rugby St John Ambulance has been invited
to nominate a senior cadet to become the
Mayor’s cadet.

“A charity which works to save lives will

help drive our inclusive message of com-
munity compassion and cohesion, so Rugby
remains a place where all lives are valued and
respected equally.”

Joshua and his family attended a ceremony
in the Mayor’s parlour at the Town Hall for
his appointment, where he was presented
with a ceremonial cord lanyard and certifi-
cate.

The family then enjoyed a tour of the coun-
cil chamber.

Nicholas Old, St John Ambulance network
lead for north and east Warwickshire, said:
“We’re so proud of Josh and excited to see
what opportunities he will get in this highly
prestigious role.”

Anyone interested in supporting the
Mayor’s charities can call (01788) 533523 or
email the.mayor@rugby.gov.uk

Visit www.mayorofrugby.org.uk for more
information on the Mayor of Rugby.
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Donations set

to help

A HOSPICE, a horse-riding charity for
the disabled, and a community football
club are the latest to benefit from a
housebuilder’s donations.

Redrow Midlands, which is building at
Houlton in Rugby, has donated a total
of §2,400 to The Myton Hospices, Onley
Grounds Riding for the Disabled Association
and Lutterworth Athletic Football Club as
part of its community fund.

The Myton Hospices will use $800 to
fund its entire patient and carer wellbeing
service for a day.

The charity’'s CEO Ruth Freeman said:
“We are thrilled to have been awarded a
share of Redrow Midland’s 2025 commu-
nity fund and are incredibly grateful for
this support.

“Our wellbeing approach focuses on what
matters most to each individual — helping to
manage symptoms, support emotional and psy-
chological needs, and enable patients to main-
tain independence, while being fully involved
in decisions about their care.

“Perhaps most importantly, we enable our
patients to live well for longer and give them
more quality time with their loved ones.

“Donations like this provide vital support for
our wellbeing services, helping to ensure more
people can access the care they need, and
enabling patients, as well as their carers and
families, to experience comfort, dignity and
support at every stage of their illness.”

Onley Grounds RDA, which offers therapeu-
tic riding and carriage driving for children and
adults with disabilities, will use a £§600 dona-
tion to help cover the costs of hiring horses,
ponies and arenas for additional sessions.

And a £1,000 donation to Lutterworth
Athletic FC will contribute towards communal

equipment, allowing coaches to deliver more
effective training sessions and help children
achieve their goals.

The housebuilder’s community fund was set
up to help organisations to thrive, with local
causes encouraged to apply for their share of
a £7,500 pot.

Elaine Cartwright, Sales Director at Redrow
Midlands, said: “From helping children dis-
cover new sports and build confidence to sup-
porting vital wellbeing services and inclusive
activities, these charities play an essential role
in enriching lives.

“We hope our contributions enable them
to continue their fantastic work for the com-
munity.”

Left to right: Kat Walsh and Martin
Watts from The Myton Hospices receive
the donation from Kayleigh Stevenson
from Redrow Houlton. Picture by Shaun
Fellows / Shine Pix Ltd

There is something magical about

Summer in Woreestershire,
hire and the West Midlands

The days stretch lazily into warm evenings, gardens
burst with colour, pub terraces fill with laughter, and
the countryside seems to glow beneath blue skies and

golden sunsets.
Across our villages, towns and cities, summer brings a
fresh sense of energy, optimism and adventure and in
line with the changing Seasons; and we are delighted
to announce that the Summer edition of SEASONS
is now available in print and online.

Warwie

a0 ppe!
MPs aPpCR v help
cure 20 q save e

PICK UP A COPY LOCALLY FOR FREE, OR |
SIMPLY BROWSE ONLINE {

our scho® collapse £

g g—
V] i oY P OO by & 1 ibuil & ad ot 0 e =
Valvern e R Solin  Soratior Torcestel
Sstant OBsE o staiit OBSE Obse OBse Voo
] Plea as Y€ paghcalt od = Mum in T8 ox revics 18 e pra TO1NES
on N o influx rd ; ravelling
p secu faces WY yage drk ::adingq Museun | for aWA oyeillt yp in tal ':o get an m§
]

el .
{ more tx' education

just call the SEASONS team on 01527 588688 |
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Seasons

The Summer edition of
your local SEASONS
magazine celebrates
everything that makes
this region such a
wonderful place to live,
work, visit and explore
during the sunniest
months of the year.

SEASONS proudly
champions local life, and |
promotes local B
businesses that make our
three counties of
Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and the
West Midlands unique,
and we hope the summer
edition of SEASONS
encourages our Readers
to shop local, eat local
and support the
incredible talent on their
doorstep.
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Children

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

A NEW, interactive play-
ground-cum-sculpture, com-
missioned to celebrate Rugby
Art Gallery and Museum’s
25th anniversary, has been
unveiled.

Inspired by party poppers, Spiral
Spot was created by Julia Snowdin,
who worked with children at the
gallery’s weekly under-fives mini
explorers and mini makers sessions
to generate and test design ideas.

The installation’s seven arches
rise from a circular base into a
brightly coloured spiral, mimicking
the moment a party popper pops.

The Gallery said Spiral Spot
encourages children to explore
and play creatively, with benches
between every other arch offering a
place to sit, relax and reflect.

Julia — who specialises in cre-
ating playful, interactive, outdoor
installations for families — said she
wanted to create a welcoming spot

in the town centre for people to
come together to explore, learn and
discover.

The artist said: “I wanted the
installation to have a celebratory
feel to mark Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum’s 25th birthday, and the
arches swirl together to create the
effect of a party popper going off.

“The curved arches also take
inspiration from the shape of the
gallery building and of the handle-
bars of the velocipede on display in
the History of Rugby in 50 Objects
exhibition.

“I want children to really explore
the artwork — tunnelling, hiding,
peeking, hopping and skipping;
playing imagination games and
learning through creativity — a com-
pletely interactive experience which
introduces children to the world of
art which awaits in the gallery next
door.”

Spiral Spot was commissioned
for the museum’s 25th anniversary
celebrations.

The anniversary programme
included exhibitions and a ‘big
birthday bash’ which saw hundreds
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Youngsters prepare to cut the ribbon on the new playground-sculpture hybrid, with artist Julia
Snowdin and Coun Neil Sandison. s

of visitors descend on the venue for
a free family party.

Phoebe Hilton, Rugby Art Gallery
and Museum’s senior learning and
engagement officer, said: “We were
looking for an outdoor, interactive
sculptural installation to appeal to
families and the under-fives; an art-
work which embraced our ethos of
‘learn, enjoy, create and discover’.

“Spiral Spot surpassed our
expectations, encouraging young
children to explore and play within
a work of art, right on the doorstep
of the art gallery and museum.”

Artist Julia visited Rugby Art

Gallery and Museum to official-
ly launch Spiral Spot, which is
located next to the venue by the
path which leads to the Percival
Guildhouse.

A free play session for children
aged two and over was held to cel-
ebrate the launch.

Coun Maggie O’Rourke, Rugby
Borough Council’s spokesperson
for partnerships, health and wellbe-
ing, said: “Working with children
who attend the art gallery’s mini
explorers and mini makers ses-
sions, Julia has created a colour-
ful, eye-catching sculpture which

encourages interaction and imagi-
native play, a perfect addition to
Rugby Art Gallery and Museum.”

Coun  O’Rourke’s Liberal
Democrat counterpart, Coun Neil
Sandison, said: “The spirals and
hoops will ignite children’s imagi-
nations and encourage more explo-
ration of the installation.

“This will also inspire more chil-
dren to explore all Rugby Art Gallery
and Museum has to offer.”

Visit www.ragm.co.uk for more
information about events and exhi-
bitions at Rugby Art Gallery and
Museum.

OUR BIG SALE
IS STILL ON
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by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

CONSERVATION work is set
to begin at Anne Hathaway’s
Cottage.

The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust
(SBT) has secured a §244,000 grant
from The National Lottery Heritage
Fund to support a major programme
of conservation work at the historic
Shottery home of Shakespeare’s wife.

The project forms part of SBT’s

.Hath way, ’S
cottage

wider multi-year programme of con-
servation across the Shakespeare fam-
ily homes, ensuring the buildings are
protected for future generations.

Work at Anne Hathaway’s home
will start shortly and continue until
March. The cottage will remain open
throughout, enabling visitors to see
conservation work taking place and
gain a deeper understanding of the
specialist skills required to care for
historic buildings.

The project will include essential
repair and conservation work to the

Grade I listed building, which dates
largely from the 15th century and
attract visitors from across the world.

The work will also create new oppor-
tunities for apprenticeships, training,
volunteering and public engagement
linked to heritage conservation.

Mark Ratcliffe, SBT’s head of
estates, said: “Anne Hathaway’s
Cottage is one of the most important
surviving historic homes associated
with Shakespeare and his family. This
funding from The National Lottery
Heritage Fund will allow us to under-

take essential conservation work to
protect the building for generations to
come, while also giving visitors a rare
opportunity to experience conserva-
tion in action.

“The project forms part of our long-
term commitment to caring for the
Shakespeare family homes through a
planned and sustainable programme
of conservation. We are extremely
grateful to National Lottery players.”

Liz Bates, from The National
Lottery Heritage Fund, said: “Anne
Hathaway’s Cottage is an interna-
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tionally significant heritage site with
a powerful connection to England’s
literary and cultural history.

“We are pleased to support the
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust with
this important conservation project,
which will help safeguard the building
while also providing opportunities for
people to engage with traditional con-
servation skills and heritage learning.

“Thanks to National Lottery play-
ers, this project will ensure that visi-
tors can continue to enjoy and learn
from this remarkable place.”
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Lifesaving skills learnt

SCORES of Rugbeians
now have the skills to save
the lives of their fellow
residents — and their pets
— thanks to two Rugby
charities.

More than 80 people
attended free cardiop-
ulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) information and
awareness sessions
in Houlton, led by the
OurJay Foundation.

Doggy First Aid ses-
sions were also on offer,
from Rugby Guide Dogs,
aiming to teach essential
dog first aid tips.

The sessions were
organised by Urban&Civic,
the master developer
of the growing Houlton
neighbourhood.

U&C Houlton commu-
nity development lead

Elly Hemus said: “We're
delighted at how many
people attended our CPR
information and doggy
first aid training events.

Naomi Rees Issitt, founder of the OurJay

“They were hugely
informative and we'’re
grateful to the Ourday
Foundation and Rugby
Guide Dogs for working
with us to provide these.

“Not only was it a great
way to bring the commu-
nity together but the infor-
mation that was shared
could be potentially life-
saving.

“We're looking forward
to holding similar events
in the future.”

The Ourday Foundation
was set up by Rugby
woman Naomi Rees Issitt
after her son Jamie Rees
died at the age of 18, fol-
lowing a cardiac arrest.

Since then, the charity
has installed more than
360 publicly accessible
defibrillators while raising
awareness of their impor-
tance and providing train-
ing in life-saving skKills.

Visit www.ourjay.org.uk
for more information.

Foundation (third from left), Lynn Docherty from
Rugby Guide Dogs (fourth from left), with repre-
sentatives from both charities and Urban&Civic at
the CPR training day in Houlton. s

Institution. s

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

HUNDREDS of people pulled
together and hit the mark
at a clay pigeon shoot and
lunch which raised more than
§£46,000 for a major farming
charity.

Southam-based land and
property consultancy Newton
LDP hosted its fifth annu-
al charity clay shoot at the
Shuckburgh Estate on the
Warwickshire-Northampton-
shire border.

The event was held in aid
of the Royal Agricultural
Benevolent Institution (RABI)

— a national charity which pro-
vides support to the farming
community in England and
Wales.

The event has now raised
almost £185,000 for RABI.

The popular shoot attracted
more than 180 competitors
and more than 240 guests, all
of whom contributed to the
total.

Richard Foxon, managing
director at Newton LDP, said:
“Having the opportunity to
support the farming industry
with such a fantastic event is
something we are incredibly
proud of. Over the past five
years, the charity clay shoot
has developed into a much-

Hitting the mark: a clay shoot at Shuckburgh Estate racked up the cash for the Royal Agricultural Benevolent

anticipated event, and we're
hugely grateful for the con-
tinued backing from the land,
property and farming commu-
nities. Their enthusiasm and
generosity have been instru-
mental in raising a substantial
sum for RABI and the support
shown each year continues to
make a real difference.”

Shooting activities were
orchestrated by Honesberie
Shooting, before guests
enjoyed lunch from Warwick-
based Flying Pig Catering, fol-
lowed by a live charity auction
and raffle.

This year’s event also fea-
tured a keynote address from
Paul Pirie, head of fundraising
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at RABI, who spoke about the
charity’s work and explained
how the cash raised will pro-
vide practical, financial and
emotional support to farming
people across England and
Wales.

Paul said: “The event has
truly become a flagship occa-
sion in the rural calendar,
bringing people together in
support of farming communi-
ties while celebrating the very
best of countryside spirit and
generosity.

“Events like this make a
real difference to the work of
RABL”

Next year’s event will take
place on Thursday, May 20.

Are you looking to

improve or enlarge
your driveway or patio?

We can provide you with a
beautiful new patio or driveway

in Coventry, Bromsgrove,

Redditch, Kidderminster, Solihull

Tel: 0800 3032559
Mob: 07773 911552
www.drives4u.co.uk

and Birmingham

5 Year guarantee

* We’ve designed and built just about
every shape and size of driveway and
patio you can imagine, so we will not
be phased by your project.

* We strive to achieve 100% satisfaction
and unlike other driveway companies,
with us you pay absolutely nothing
upfront.

* Give us a call and you could save
upto £1000

Tel: 0800 3032559 | Mob: 07773 911552 | www.drives4u.co.uk
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Russell Lane

The Jewellers of Warwick

ARE HOLDING A
FREE VALUATION EVENT
FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE

Russell Lane Jewellers have been established for over 50 years with
expert knowledge of jewellery; antique and modern.

With the jewellery prices rising and the current uncertainties in the
financial world, the value of jewellery has increased dramatically, and
a significant percentage of jewellery is potentially undervalued,
meaning it could threaten your ability to replace cherished items.
Have your precious items that you wish to find more information on
regarding age or value or simply unsure on what things are.

Russell Lanes are running a FREE verbal appraisal event during

THE MONTH OF JUNE
Monday - Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm

Come along for your FREE appraisal where you can satisfy

\

JEWELLERY
VALUATION
EVENT

WE
BUY PEAR|
GOU: -"'Ekcn,\l‘- ANTIOUE
NTS JEW 1 UE DA
ELLERS  \adlON) Oz
B g

Website: www.russell-lane.co.uk
Tel: 01926 494 494 | Email: sales@russell-lane.co.uk

2 High Street, Warwick CV34 4AP
THE OLDEST JEWELLERS IN WARWICK
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by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

THERE’S a moment every
summer when gardens all
seem to look so tired. The
flowers are not as vivid as
they should be, the tomatoes
are taking forever and the
hanging basket that started
so well is beginning to drag.
More often than not, the answer
is simple: plants are running low on
fuel. As part of its ‘make it bloom’
campaign, British Garden Centres
has put together a straightforward
guide for anyone who wants to do
right by their garden this summer
without wading through confusing
labels and conflicting advice.

What’s going on in the soil?
People should think of plant feed
the way they view their food.

Plants draw energy from sun-
light and water but also need a
range of nutrients from the soil to
build strong roots, produce flowers
and set fruit.

The trouble is, those nutrients
get used up fast, particularly in
summer when everything is grow-
ing at a pace and frequent watering

washes minerals away before roots
can absorb them. Once the soil is
depleted, plants start to struggle
and they look dull, flower less and
become far more prone to pests
and disease.

A little feed, applied regularly, is
all it takes to keep things on track
and outdoor spaces thriving.

‘What do N, P and K mean on a
plant label?

Almost every plant feed shows

three letters and numbers on the

packaging: N, P and K.

Nitrogen (N) drives leafy, green
growth, it’s the one that keeps
herbs lush and salad leaves com-
ing. Phosphorus (P) goes to work
below the surface, supporting
strong roots and encouraging flow-
ers to form. Potassium (K) is the
one nutrient fruiting plants cannot
do without: it helps tomatoes swell
and ripen and keeps plants resil-
ient when the weather turns.

For most gardens, a balanced
general-purpose feed that contains
all three is a perfectly good place
to start. Dial things in from there
once plants need it.

Finding the right feed
Liquid feeds are the most conven-
ient for most people. Dilute them

in water and apply them directly to
the soil, usually once a week. The
roots get to work almost straight
away. Liquid feeds are the go-to for
containers, window boxes, hanging
baskets and bedding plants.

Granular feeds work differently
but are just as effective. Scatter
them on the soil, work them in
lightly and they will break down
slowly over the coming weeks,
feeding plants in the background
without any thought needed. They
suit borders and larger plants
well.

Tomato feed is worth having,
even for plants other than toma-
toes. It works beautifully for any-
thing that flowers or fruits, such as
roses, dahlias, peppers, strawber-
ries and courgettes. Apply every
week or two once plants start com-
ing into bud and plants will flourish
all summer long.

When growing rhododendrons,
camellias or azaleas, use erica-
ceous feed, a formula designed to
work in amdlc soil. This is the only
environment those plants thrive
in. A fortnightly application keeps
them in good shape.

To feed gardens as naturally as
possible, organic options such as
seaweed extract or blood, fish and
bone are slow and gentle, building

The Observer, Friday June 12, 2026

by

Your plants
need help in
summer. s

soil health over time and nourish-
ing the plants themselves.

A few things worth knowing
Always water plants before feed-
ing. Dry soil is poor at absorbing
nutrients and there’s a risk of
scorching roots if feed is applied
to parched ground. Once the soil
is moist, apply liquid feed directly |
around the base of the plant, not
over the leaves — which can cause |
brown patches — and dilute accord-
ing to the instructions. For granu-
lar feeds, scatter evenly and rake
or press gently into the surface or
into the hole they are planted in.

The best time to feed is early P
morning or evening, as it is cooler,
evaporation is lower and plants are
under less heat stress. ;

Julian Palphramand, British [
Garden Centres’ head of plants,
has said summer is the hardest
time of year for plants as they are
growing, flowering and fruiting all
at once.

“What we'd love people to take
away is that feeding doesn’t have
to be complicated or time-consum-
ing,” said Julian. b

“Once you get into the habit, it |4
takes minutes and the difference it
makes is something you can actu-
ally see.”

= T TR A T T e A I 5

MEMBERSHIP FEES FROM
AS LITTLE AS £15 PER WEEK

www.rugbygolfclub.co.uk

Q Rugby Golf Club, Clifton Road, Rugby, CV213RD

Visitors Welcome
Clubhouse & Catering Open to ALL
Meeting room for Hire.

Wakes, Family Celebrations catered for

01788 542306




The Observer, Friday June 12, 2026
Drink-driving
footie warning

FOOTBALL fans are being urged to
plan ahead and never get behind the
wheel after drinking, as the FIFA
‘World Cup gets under way.

With many matches taking place
in the evening and early hours of the
morning, UK time, West Midlands
police and crime commissioner
Simon Foster is reminding motor-
ists drink-driving remains one of the
biggest causes of death and serious
injury on British roads, and that
there is no safe amount of alcohol
to consume before driving.

The warning comes as pubs, clubs
and venues across the region pre-
pare to welcome supporters watch-
ing matches throughout the tourna-
ment.

Mr Foster said: “Millions of people
across the country will be enjoy-
ing the World Cup with family and
friends over the coming weeks.

“Whether you are watching a
match in the evening, staying up
late or heading out to a pub to sup-
port your team, my message is sim-
ple: If you drink, don’t drive.

“One poor decision can destroy
lives forever. Drink-driving kills and
seriously injures innocent people
every year and it is entirely prevent-
able.

“There is no excuse for getting
behind the wheel after drinking
alcohol. Plan your journey home in
advance, use public transport, book
a taxi, arrange a lift with a desig-
nated driver or stay where you are.

“I continue to support a zero-
tolerance approach to drink driving
and tougher penalties for dangerous
drivers. Those who choose to break
the law and put other people’s lives
at risk must face serious conse-

Force will

take a halj'd
line on

abuse

all times

by Sarah Mason
sarah.mason@bullivantmedia.com

THERE’S no excuse for
abuse - that’s the message
from West Midlands Police,
which wants everyone to
enjoy the football this sum-
mer.

The FIFA World Cup was due to
kick-off yesterday (Thursday) and
will run until July 19.

‘Whilst the tournament may be
a time of fun and celebration for
most people, for others it can be
quite a nerve-wracking time.

West Midlands Police said
football matches do not cause
domestic abuse but factors such
as increased alcohol consumption
and heightened emotions during
matches can cause domestic abuse

!

at

to increase in frequency and sever-
ity.
The force said it will be running
an operation which will see offic-
ers act on information and seek
out perpetrators.

The force’s public protection
unit will work alongside the opera-
tional support unit and local polic-
ing areas to target people suspect-
ed of being involved in abuse.

The police teams will be visiting
the whole of the region to arrest
abusers and will look to pursue
prosecutions to seek justice.

Det Insp Charlie Sparks, from
the public protection unit, said:
“Domestic abuse can devastate
the lives of a partner, children and
other loved ones, both now and
in the future. We want everyone
to be able to enjoy the football
safely this summer without being
in fear.

OTHERS IS NOT OKAY

“It’s fine to be happy, frustrated
or disappointed following a foot-
ball match but what’s not fine is
for you to take your feelings out
on your loved ones. No matter the
score and no matter how you feel
about it, there is absolutely no
excuse for abuse. We never under-
estimate the impact of domestic
abuse and it’'s why we're com-
mitted to supporting victims and
catching perpetrators.”

The force said its focused activ-
ity will aim to build on the work its
teams — including specialist offic-
ers — do day in, day out, to identify
offenders and safeguard victims.

The force said it has made major
improvements specifically regard-
ing how it supports people suffer-
ing domestic abuse.

That includes  significant
enhancements to how officers
handle incoming calls for service
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and there are independent domes-
tic abuse specialists from local
charities working across 999 con-
trol rooms.

The force said anyone who has
experienced abuse of any kind
does not have to deal with it alone
and it is never the victim’s fault.

People should call 999 if they
are in danger, if threats have been
made against them or if a crime is
in progress.

If someone needs the police
but is unable to talk due to their
situation, they can dial 999 then
press 55.

To get support, visit
ww.nefaproduction.wpengine.
com/support/locations/.

Anyone concerned about their
behaviour or the behaviour of a
loved one, can contact the respect
phoneline on 0808 802 4040 or
visit the respect website.

quences.”

CENTRE

MEBILITY

NOW - CALL FOR DETAILS

BOOK YOUR MOBILITY SCOOTER
SERVICE WITH FREE BATTERY CHECK

COMPACT
SCOOTER

STAR DEAL Yk

»  Relax in total §
. comfort, helps -
to stand you up
from sitting and
raises your legs Ay

RISER

RECLINER ‘

CHAIR |y =

/

STAIR LIFTS

-

Give your life a lift
Enjoy your home

« Safe and reliable
« Easy to use

« Remote control
* Swivel Seat

« Safety sensors

NEW MOBILITY

SCOOTER

FROM

£15
PER
WEEK

Do You
Receive The
Higher

Rate Mobility
Allowance?

 Easy To Transport e Breaks into 4 Parts

* 4 MPH e Free Insurance*
SAVE

BRAND NEW

s £699.99 £300!

to help with
circulation

SAVE

BRAND NEW

o £499.99 £300

;\FULLY FITTED

From
£1,799

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

If so you can use part of this allowance
to get A New Scooter or Powered
Wheel Chair
From as Little as £15 a week

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Wheelchairs from £129.99 e Motorised Bath Lifts from £279.99 ¢ Commodes from £59.99 e 3 Wheel Walkers from £69.99

Max Mobility Ltd Leamington Spa

8 Lower Mall, Royal Priors Shopping Centre,

Max Mobility Ltd Coventry
7 Sherbourne Arcade, Coventry, CV1 1DN

www.maxmobilityltd.co.uk

Pictures for illustration
Prices with VAT Exemption

CV32 4XU

07869 961147

(opposite Home Bargains)

02476 630444
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TUNING UP: THE VIOLA is
celebrated in a summer concert
by Warwickshire Symphony
Orchestra.

‘WSO will perform a pro-
gramme celebrating the rich and
distinctive sound of the viola,
and including Rachmaninov’s
magnificent Symphony No 2 in
E Minor, at All Saints’ Church in
Leamington tomorrow (Saturday).

Conducted by Roger Coull,
the concert features guest solo-
ist Jonathan Barritt in Bruch’s
Romanze for Viola and Holst’s
Lyric Movement as well as the
symphony and Vaughan Williams’
Fantasia on Greensleeves.

Barritt, a member of the Coull
Quartet alongside the orchestra’s
conductor Coull, has worked with
leading chamber groups including
Capricorn, Divertimenti, Raphael,
Gaudier and Primavera, and has

performed quartet concerts with
William Pleeth, James Galway and
Kiri Te Kanawa.

He is Professor of Viola at the
Royal College of Music and the
Junior Academy of Music.

Speaking about the programme,
Jonathan said: “The Bruch is
full of wonderful, heart-warming
melodies. The Holst is a far less
accessible work, but one that
reveals great strength. So in the
upcoming concert we have one
‘comfortable’ easy listening piece
and one to slightly stretch the
ears.”

Tickets are priced from £15,

with half price for students and
children. Visit www.wso.org.uk
for tickets and full details. The

concert starts at 7pm.

Violist Jonathan Barritt will be
guest soloist at the concert.

The Midland
Youth Jazz
Orchestra will
be swinging in
Burton Dassett
this evening.
Picture by
MYJO.

THE MIDLAND Youth Jazz
Orchestra will be swinging in
south Warwickshire.

They will be performing at All
Saints’ church in Burton Dassett
country park today (Friday).

The orchestra are returning for
the third successive year by popu-

lar demand, and are aiming to take
inspiration from shows and films
over the decades.

All proceeds are for church main-
tenance funds. Plenty of parking on
the hills. The less mobile can drive
over the cattle grid to park closer to
the church entrance.

Bring a picnic to eat on the
Burton Dassett Hills if fine. Bar
opens 6.30pm. Performance begins
7.30pm.

To book seats, priced £15, con-
tact Norma King on 07747 783814
or email normakinghollies@btinter-
net.com.
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Michael Shaeffer, who plays King Aerys Il Targaryen, and the
rest of The Mad King cast. Picture by RSC.

The game’s afoot

THE CAST is busy rehearsing for
the eagerly-anticipated arrival of
‘Westeros on the Stratford stage.

The world premiere of Game of
Thrones: The Mad King, a new play
based on the novels by George
R.R. Martin, runs at the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre from July 20
to September 5.

Director Dominic Cooke said:
“I'm very lucky to be working along-
side such a talented group of artists
on this show. The creative team
and cast are exceptional and we're
super excited to bring Duncan
Macmillan’s brilliant script and
George R.R. Martin’s vivid imagina-
tive world to life on stage.

“I'm delighted to return to the

RSC, backed by their dedicated
team, and I can’t wait to share
our epic show with audiences in
Stratford this summer”.

Adapted by Duncan Macmillan,
the play spans the final years before
the events of the novels, revealing
a legendary chapter of Westerosi
history.

Executive producer and creator
Martin said: “I love this cast - they
bring all the strengths, flaws and
intricacies within these characters
that drive this important chapter of
Westerosi history. They have a fire
in them, and I can’t wait to see them
bring that fire to the stage.”

Visit www.rsc.org.uk for further
details.

just(go!holidays

Reader travel

Isle of Wight
‘ 2 ’
Royals & Rails
Departing Mon 5 Oct ‘26
On this fantastic break we enjoy the island’s natural beauty as well as
a nostalgic journey on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway and a visit to
fascinating Osborne House. The Isle of Wight is the perfect place to
enjoy a relaxing few days away.
So much included...
* Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Rugby, Coventry
* 4 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel, Shanklin (JG2+ rating) with
dinner & breakfast
e Entertainment some evenings
e Heritage train journey on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway
e Excursions to Osborne House, Cowes & Ryde

Optional Island Highlights Tour (£15pp)

Call 03332 342 514 Quote OSG
Visit justgoholidays.com/OSG

Beetlejuice The Musical
Matinee Show & London
Departing Sat 19 Sep ‘26

Let’s turn on the juice and see what shakes loose!

Beetlejuice The Musical hits London’s West End with wicked

humour, wild effects and the ghost with the most, babe! Fresh from

Broadway, this spooky smash is the must-see bio-exorcism of 2026!

So much included...

* Return coach travel from Rugby, Coventry

* Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) outside
London with full English breakfast

* Grand Circle ticket {matinee performance)

* Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

Ticket upgrades available

Trustpilot

* & %k x M

Subject to T&Cs. Coach holidays BCH/ABTOT protected; air holidays ATOL
protected 10889. Prices per person (2 sharing), subject to availabilty. Pick up
locations, airport selection and room supplements may apply. Prices correct
at print, valid 7 days. See website for details.

The Celtic
Connection
Departing Sun 27 Sep ‘26

This captivating tour combines the wonderful landscapes of

South Wales with the historical south-east of Ireland. Enjoy the

beauty of the Gower Peninsula, explore the Irish towns of Waterford

and Cork, discover the Titanic Experience Cobh and more!

So much included...

* Return coach travel from Coventry

* 3 nights at the Mercure Hotel, Swansea (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast

* Heritage journey on Brecon Mountain Railway

* Free time in Waterford

¢ En-route visit to Tenby

e [Excursions to Gower Peninsula, the Mumbles, Cardiff Castle, Cork
& Titanic Experience Cobh

“iite svER
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Aing for Angela is

PROTECTING
BUSINESSES

IN WARWICKSHIRE

el

Ask for Angela

is working
successfully across
the county. s

working across county

by Philippa Mingins
philippa.mingins@bullivantmedia.com

PUBS and bars across Warwickshire
have demonstrated they are suc-
cessfully running the Ask for Angela
scheme, which gives customers a
simple and discreet way to ask
staff for help if they need it.
Agencies from the Safer Warwickshire
Partnership Board - including Warwickshire
Police, Warwickshire County Council
(WCC), borough and district councils and
local business improvement districts — car-
ried out tests in town centre venues to

check how well the scheme is being under-
stood and used.

Safer neighbourhood policing teams have
been doing the tests as part of ‘operation
goss’. Officers have carried out joint com-
pliance visits, checking on door staff and
venue management at 38 licensed premises
in Warwickshire. Only one venue failed the
test, and has received additional training
and guidance.

WCC community safety spokesperson
Leon Livermore said: “It’s reassuring to
see pubs, bars and restaurants across
‘Warwickshire doing a great job in support-
ing community safety. The results reflect a
strong commitment from venues to safe-

National Ask for Angela scheme director
Iwona Kossek was pleased with the results.

Iwona said: “Visiting 38 licensed premis-
es across town centres, it’s incredibly
encouraging to see how many venues have
implemented the scheme effectively. This
outcome clearly reflects the dedication and
hard work across the county to create safer,
more supportive environments.

“We've been proud to work alongside
Warwickshire since 2023, developing
bespoke materials and training to support
and strengthen the scheme locally and it’s
fantastic to see that collaboration reflected
in these results.”

Visit www.askforangela.co.uk for more
details about the scheme.
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Grants aim to help
provide good food

COMMUNITY food projects across Warwickshire
have been given a cash injection.

‘Warwickshire County Council (WCC) has
awarded more than £25,000 to 27 community
organisations to help initiatives that improve
access to healthy, affordable food.

Each group received up to £1,000 in April
through the Kind Communities — Kind Food,
programme, which supports community-led
projects making a difference to resident well-
being.

The programme was delivered
with Warwickshire Community and Voluntary
Action, which promoted and administered the
application process.

The initiatives are part of Warwickshire’s
efforts to tackle food insecurity and promote
healthier diets through a three-year food strate-
gy - set to end this year — which was developed
by the Warwickshire food forum and WCC.

Invested

Over the past three years, WCC has invested
£70,000 into nearly 70 community food projects
in the county. Plans are under way to acceler-
ate progress through a new Warwickshire food
plan, set to run to 2028.

WCC resources spokesperson, Coun Mike
Bannister, said: “This fund is to help sup-
port and encourage community food projects.
Community groups do splendid work promot-
ing and providing healthy and affordable food
locally. We recognise this and want to work with
existing and new groups — this is an important
part of our new plan, going forward.”

Alison Thompson, area manager for
Community and Voluntary Action, said: “We're
really pleased to have successfully delivered
this grant funding, working with the county
council again. Funding for community activi-
ties to support grassroots-led initiatives makes
a huge difference to people’s lives. It encour-
ages volunteering, builds resilience and com-
munity capacity and supports some of the most
vulnerable in our neighbourhoods.”

'

guarding customers.”
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01789415111 07729 689239

HAVE A 10 YEAR

il

INSURANCE
BACKED
WARRANTY

Due to our customer friendly services of No Door Salesmen, No Showroom and litile overheads

BEAUTIFUL COMPOSITE DOORS
Full¥ fitted

Competitive Prices

BILL MOORE’S

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

1Brookside Close, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 9PL
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When something breaks either in
your home or with your car - the
first thought isn't price or speed.
It's trust.

Inviting a tradesperson into your home or giving
them your car means placing confidence not just in
their skills, but in their honesty, reliability, and respect
for your space.

In an era of online reviews and instant
recommendations, trust has become the true
currency of the trades.

A trustworthy tradesperson does more than fix a
problem. They communicate clearly, arrive when they
say they will, and explain what needs to be done
without jargon or pressure.

These small but crucial behaviours are what separate
dependable professionals from those who leave
customers feeling uncertain or disappointed. For
homeowners and drivers, peace of mind often
matters just as much as the finished job.

Experience plays a big role, but trust isn’t built on
years alone. It's earned through consistency.

The tradespeople people recommend to friends and
family are usually the ones who answer the phone

-
promptly, turn up prepared, and stand by their work
long after the invoice is paid.

Warranties, guarantees, and follow-up checks all

signal confidence in craftsmanship - and respect for
the customer.

For all your Roofing and Roofline needs. ..

Your local family run business
established in 1983 by Roger Smith.
His wife Ann headed the office, now

Fascias/ Barge boards/ Soffits/
Guttering/Dry Verge

Products and Services we offer:

Big enough
to cope, small
enough to care.

run by daughter Donna. Sons; Craig
and Marcus can be found at work on
site, as well as providing your free, no
obligation quotations.

All of our work is guaranteed, so your
home is safe in our hands.

To find out more about our history,
view recent pictures and customer
feedback, please visit our website or
Facebook page.

Mock Tudor/ Replica
Wood Boards

Cladding Equinox® Tiled

Conservatory Roof System

Carports/ Over door canopies/
PVCu doors
Composite doors/Garage doors

Concrete (Finlock) gutter lining or
removal

Cladding including textured

timber effect (Fortex)

Flat to pitched roof conversions
Polycarbonate roofing/ Plastisol roofing
Rubberbond fleecebacked or

Single ply roofing

Fibre cernent roofing sheets

Mock Tudor Planks

Rubberbond® FleeceBack™
EPDM Roofing

Dry Verge &
Dry Ridge System

To find out more...

1y 02476 494 491

W www.rogersmithinstallations.co.uk
rogersmithinstallations
@yahoo.co.uk

facebook.com/
rogersmithinstallations

Roger Smith Installations .
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TRADEF TRUST!
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Transparency is another hallmark of tradespeople you | Reliable professionals are comfortable explaining quality. Their work
can trust. Clear quotes, upfront pricing, and honest costs and offering alternatives where appropriate, lasts - and so does
timelines prevent misunderstandings and help build rat.her than surprising clients wit.h Ia.st—minute extras. | the relationship
long-term relationships. This (?penness creates collaboration instead of they build with
conflict. their clients.
Technology has also reshaped how trust is built. Ultimately, trust is
Online reviews, local forums, and social media what turns a one-off
recommendations make_it eas‘ier to spot patterns - job into a lifelong
both good and bad. While a single negative review recommendation. And
doesn’t tell the whole story, consistent feedback for the tradespeople

about punctuality, cleanliness, and communication
speaks volumes. Trustworthy tradespeople often
rely on reputation rather than aggressive marketing,
knowing that word of mouth remains powerful.

who earn it, trust isn't
just good business - it's
their reputation, their
livelihood, and their
Respect is another non-negotiable. The best legacy.
tradespeople treat homes as if they were their own
- protecting floors, cleaning up after themselves,
and minimising disruption. These details may seem
minor, but they leave a lasting impression. For many
customers, how a tradesperson behaves matters
just as much as the technical outcome.

In a world where shortcuts can be
tempting, tradespeople you can
trust are those who take pride g
in doing things properly. They
follow regulations, keep up
with training, and refuse to
compromise on safety or

The UK’s leading suppliers of
* Garden Offices

* Garden Rooms

¢ Garden Office Pods

Warwick Buildings e Garden Studios

Nightingale Lane, o G

Southam Road, arages
Long Itchington, Southam OYfi : ~ Opening Hours:
Warwwkshglr'e CV47 9AT y ; Oﬁlc-e POdS Monday to Fridal; bétvg|/een 8.530am and 5pm

(For S?:t\l/\l4a7v 5(153)% use : . POSh Sheds / ; S“‘“"}E},',’,?,,‘Z,",‘,’.‘*&i%ﬁ;‘;}’ i

rTeI 01926 815757 [ f warWICkbUIldlngS co.uk ©
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How to spot
whether an
hornet is an
Asian threat
or native

by Andy Morris
andy.morris@bullivantmedia.com

SIGHTINGS of yellow-legged
Asian hornets in the UK have
prompted a call for house-
holders in the West Midlands
to check for “things that go
buzz” this summer.

National trade body the British
Pest Control Association (BPCA)
has reiterated the importance of
correct identification to help pre-
vent the spread of yellow-legged
hornets, which are a classed as
an invasive ‘alert’ species by the
Non-Native Species Secretariat and
which pose a significant risk to
native ecosystems, particularly hon-
eybees.

The first sighting of a yellow-

legged hornet this year was
at Doncaster in February, fol-
lowed by a report in Sawtry, in
Cambridgeshire, in March.

In April, 12 sightings were
recorded. Six were in Kent, two
in Hampshire, two in Derbyshire,
one in Nottinghamshire and one in
Surrey. Four further sightings were
recorded in Kent in May, plus one
in Dorset.

Niall Gallagher, technical man-
ager at the BPCA, said: “The yellow-
legged hornet is an invader that was
first reported in the UK in 2016.

“It is a predator of honeybees
which could disrupt our native eco-
systems and impact crop produc-
tion.

“To the untrained eye, it can
be difficult to tell the difference
between bees, wasps, native hor-
nets and yellow-legged hornets but

Asian

European
hornet

hornet

accurate identification is crucial to
understanding and preventing the
spread of this invasive species.

“The yellow-legged hornet is
smaller than our native species.

“It has an orange head and its
entire body is almost entirely dark.

“The abdomen has fine yellow
stripes and a yellow or orange seg-
ment near the base.

“Their legs are dark and have yel-
low tips.”

Native European hornets are
larger than yellow-legged hornets,
at 3-4cm long, with a yellow head at
the front, a reddish brown or black
thorax and legs, and a yellow abdo-
men with black stripes.

They are important pollinators
and are generally less aggressive
than wasps, despite being much
larger and scarier looking, however
they will sting defensively if they

hornets and their native

believe their nest is under threat.

Like bees and wasps, hornet
stings can be very painful and may
result in red swelling and a burning
sensation.

In rare cases, a sting can trigger
anaphylaxis, which can be fatal.

If anaphylactic shock is suspect-
ed, always dial 999.

In the event that a nest is found
in a location which poses a risk
to people, the BPCA recommends
contacting one of its members, who
will have the knowledge, experi-
ence and kit needed to deal with the
problem safely.

The BPCA has an online factsheet
that can help householders to iden-
tify “things that go buzz”.

Niall added: “There are many
different types of wasps, bees and
hoverflies that are not classed as
pests and are unlikely to pose a
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The British Pest Control
Association is spreading the
word about the differences
between yellow-legged Asian
uropean
parts. s

coun

British Pest

Association

risk to health. There are also some
species which are considered pests,
such as common wasps but can
be safely left alone if they are in
an area where they are unlikely to
come into conflict with people.

“Buzzing insects tend to be more
active during warm weather and,
for peace of mind, our guide will
help residents identify whether
insects can be left to safely polli-
nate garden flowers or whether you
may need to call on the services of
a pest professional.

“Any sightings of yellow-legged
hornets should be reported to the
Non-Native Species Secretariat,
either via their website, which also
features identification information,
or via the Asian Hornet Watch

Visit bpca.org.uk/buzz for more
information.

BUY NOW
PAY LATER

or 6 months after installation,
spread the cost at 19.9% APR
REPRESENTATIVE*

A Better Home Starts Ho/&

.

DOORS
French, Patio & Bi-Folding Doors

- —
LIVING SPACES

Orangeries, Conservatories & Glass Rooms

FRONT & BACK DOORS
Composite, UPVC, Solid Core & Aluminium

WINDOWS

Exclusive UPVC & Aluminium Range

Worcester Showroom
36 Carden Street
Worcester WR1 2AT
Tel: 01905 886954

OWS.CO.UK

9

Kidderminster Showroom
Worcester Road
Kidderminster DY10 1JR
Tel: 01562 814868

S5STARWIND

MIDLANDS’ LARGEST SHOWROOMS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

5STAR

WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES




The Observer, Friday June 12, 2026 PAGE 25

Your home. Your energy.
Your future.

Make the switch to renewable energy and reduce your bills
and carbon footprint.

Why choose solar panels & heat pumps
« Significantly cut your energy bills
o Make the most of free energy from the sun

Low maintenance and long-lasting systems

Futureproof yourhome against rising energy costs

Eligible forgovernmentincentives

Ready to make the switch?

Contactus today for expert advice and installation.
01327 228346
21degrees.com
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Complete the grid so that every row, every column and every 3 x 3
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|

box contains every digit from 1 to 9.

EASY

HARD

ACROSS DOWN
1. Of inestimable 2. Decay (3)
value (9) 3. Draw out (5)
8. Possess (3 4. Exultant (6)
9. Excitement (11) 5. Gravel (7)
11. Bishopric (7) 6. Comfort (1)
12. Exult (5)
7. Pleasure (9)
13. lterate (6) .
; 1
15. Lower (6) wtimely 1)
11. Instruction (9)

17. Mark of omission (5)
18. Foretell (7)

20. Doubtfulness (11)
22. Front (3) 19.
23. Efforts (9) 21.

14. Object (7)
16. Scanty (6)

Precise (5)

Tawny (3)

6 8 1
1 914

PATHFINDER

Beginning with the top highlighted letter, follow a continuous path of
words associated with the given subject. The trail goes through each
letter once, twisting up, down and sideways, but never diagonally.

US states
[FIDAWYORNIAXASIP
LINEATKROTEETSP
ORASKOALFINNISI
IVSNASSAALESSEG
RNIANEKACI ISSOR
GIAMNANHAWAEI IG
EPSSIMAIUNOEMAA
NSCAANISOLGEROR
NTHUTANJEICGANII
STESNOEWRMHINOZ
YLASHMODSAMAAVA
AVWNINMAEYABNED
NIAGTOAROALMOHA
ASKRNAROLCUAKADO
SNAADLYCYKTNELK

Solutions opposite

Using the clues provided, fill in each step of the ladder with

a new word, changing one letter at a time.

Climbing plant
Sin
Parasites
Enjoy

Exist

WORDWHEEL

You have 10 mins to find as many words as possible using
the letters in the wheel. Each must use the hub letter and
at least 3 others. Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. There is at least

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve the clues and insert the
letters in the appropriate squares to discover a word which uses all nine letters.

1448 gives an animal;
NINE 82345  gives a bird;
628879  gives another bird.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a letter,
with the same number always representing the same letter. For example, if 8 turns out
to be aV, you can write in V wherever a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of
FIVE words, complete the puzzle.

one 9-letter word to be found.

B
U

How you rate
15 words: average
20 words: good

5

25 words: very good

30 or more: excellent.

| & Ha
Al .
© [ ul

16 |18 |11 |20

HlEE §
i 3 4

22 |25 25 23 25 |17 |22 |14
S
HlEE i

18 |22 |17 10 24 |22

I
26 22 21

N<XS<CHYyY IOUTOZErX-— IOmMmUNnw>
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS

ACROSS 'Saly €7 ‘uadsy 7z “ele) 07
) ) . ‘[2Aog 61 12493y 81 'ybI|g pL ‘YPUBL €| ‘HAYUIYRY 7| ‘eI (O ‘ene] 6 ewr] 9
1. IL;*at'r: é)mé['gf;" dance similar to the ‘o1sa1d G An03S  ‘ojbuy € ejypuy) ¢ ‘ndfo) | :NMOQ “uelL £Z eIy 92

'SWJ GZ ‘MaJIaN3S 7 ‘eY-BH |7 ‘uodeg G| ‘eiej /| ‘Sbuel 9| el Gl
“hqoL €1 You) 1| ‘winjy g ‘anop bury £ (0819 eidas v ‘eyd-eYy) | :SSOYIV

piomssox) abpajmouy [eiauan

4. Pigment produced by a cuttlefish (5)

6. Sign of the zodiac, the Lion (3)

7. Another name for the wood pigeon (4,4)

8. (Crystalline potassium aluminium sulphate, used
in dyeing, as an astringent, etc. (4)

1. Small agricultural holding in the Scottish
Highlands, etc. (5)

13 & 15 Across. Bill Sikes's friend and fellow robber in

“ue] |7 ‘Pex3 6 ‘asieds 9| BPIMY ¢|

‘aauIq || ‘dunpioddou 0} ‘uawholug / ‘uonejosuo) 9 ‘ajbulys G ‘patej3 ¢

'22np3 € 10y 7 :umoq 'SUoILaX] €7 ‘uep zz ‘urensdun 0z PIpaid 81 ‘191e) /|
‘aseqaq G| ‘eaday €| :liojn z| ‘9s8d01Q | | ‘UONRNWIS 6 {UMQ 8 SS3[RILJ | :SSOY

Oliver Twist (4,7) piomsso.)
15. See 13 Across
16 & 19 Across. Philosopher, statesman and essayist ‘sesuely ‘puelieiy ‘uobuiysep ‘eiuenjfsuuag 140dN3AVA
whose works include The Advancement of ‘Suasnipesseyy ‘eluibii ‘sesuey ‘elosauul ‘eveisinoy JSUIN
Learning, and New Atlantis (7,5) ‘uoBaiQ ‘uebiydip ‘eweqe)y asiar MaN ‘euejuoly ‘opeiojo) .
17. Hill, traditionally the seat of the High Kings of "Apmuay ‘ewoyepio ‘eperaN ‘euozity ‘eibioan ‘ddississiiy
Ireland (4) '99559UUI] 'Sexa] ‘elulojije) ‘llemey ‘exse|y JI0A MaN ‘eplioj4 SNOoaY1
19. See 16 Across
Jopuiyle 99YMpJO,
21, A sunken fence bounding a park or . PULiIEd  [29yMplom
garden (2-2) 1792 'S=ST 1=t
24. Feathery-leaved perennial, so-called from its 'N=€T 'v=12 D=17 3707 "8=6L '0=81 1=L1
supposed power as a febrifuge (8) 'N=91 'W=51 D=v| 'H=€1 ‘G=T1 1=11 4=01 ‘a4
25. Spa town in the Rhineland-Palatinate, on the 'A=6 D=8 d=L ¥=9 4=G A=t 'X=€ ‘7= ‘M=l ‘9T ‘I ‘9217 ‘A ‘BUIA BUIN
Lahn River near Coblenz (3) 10M3DO! 19ppe
26. A painting on a wall (5) P P> PPE1
27. Venetian painter whose works include Bacchus
and Ariadne, and The Entombment (6) c|e | v|6|8[LIS|L]O H|S|Z|9/v|6]c|€|8
L 6]8]S|€|9[P|L]|C €l6|(¥[S|c|8|} 2|9
DOWN 9lsls[z|L|r|816 € HEINEAED
1. Large South American aquatic rodent, 9. Aninsectin pre-adult stage after 14.  William ---, English admiral and G|y e|b L|8[9]€E|6 S|8l€|v|L|1]6/9]C
also called a nutria (5) leaving the egg (5) master of the H.M.S. Bounty (5) 6/H|9]|€|¥|S|2|8|L c|¥|1]€]6]|9]9|8]|Z
2. Abreed of cats, or of rabbits, with soft, ~ 10. Birthplace of Muhammad and the 18. AC‘|(°i9(6‘)‘°“b|e'b’ea5t9d-5‘°“t clgl|z]|9l6|2|L V]S olz|elzl8ls|elL|y
) PR jacke
greylfur(10)‘ . ch|efplaceofMusI|mp|lgr|m§ge(5) 18 nsumentopening ks pairof s1ol1]elslelelzlv violzlzlvelelsls
3. Prefix denoting England or English (5) 12.  Surname of the German physicist who :
; compasses, for measuring angles (5) v|2|€|L|9]}+]6|G]|8 6|+|S]|8|9|2|L|¥|€
4. Aheavy, dark type of beer (5) devised the temperature scale that ; -
8 ! 8 A . 20.  Measure of weight for precious glslelvizlelzlolt Llelelslslv|olz]t
5. Term in music meaning quick, or bears his name (10) stones (5)
quickly (6) 13.  Very tenacious freshwater fish of the 22. Akind of trembling poplar (5) piey fse3
6. Capital city of Peru (4) carp family (5) 23. Greek god of war, the Roman Mars (4) njopng
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Just for Pets

The UKs Best Rated Dog Foods In Store Now!

Just for
Rts oo

. T

Visit your local store today:
Just for Pets Leamington Leamington Shopping Park, Tachbrook Park Dr, Leamington Spa CV34 6RH (next to M&S)
Just for Pets Coventry Arena Shopping Park, Rowley's Green, Coventry CV6 6AS (next to M&S)
Just for Pets Nuneaton Horeston Grange Shopping Centre, Nuneaton CV11 6GU (next to Farmfoods)

www.justforpets.co.uk
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UBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
Warwickshire County Council has made the following Temporary Traffic
Orders:
VARIOUS ROADS RUGBY — SURFACE DRESSING 2026
Order Effect: Roads closed to vehicular traffic as indicated in the Scheule below:

Classified

D3652 Pool Close Rugby n its entirety from Church Walk

Road(s) Subject to Location From To w TICES
Closure & Temporary
10mph Speed Limit
B4455 Fosse Way Brinklow/ Kings Newnham | B4455 Rugby
Bretford Lane Road/C129
Rugby Road
B4112 Main Street/ Harborough Brownsover Montilo Lane/
[ y |Magna/Rugby/ |Road/Parkfield ~|Back Lane Application Number R26/0395
Road/Pailton Road Newbold on Avon | Road 23-24, MARKET PLACE, Rugby, CV2I 3DU
A45 Daventry Road Dunchurch BA4429/M45 Longdown Lane/ Listed Building Consent for proposed Ino. new
slip road Woolscott Road non»nllumlnate‘d projecting r‘mngmg sign and 3no.
new nonilluminated fascia signs
roundabout This may affect a Listed
D2189 Bumthurst Lane | Princethorpe | A423 Oxford | B453 Building. This develo P{“ hE iy affoct s
- Foad LGM Conservation Area
D3037 Coventry Road | Princethorpe | Closed between both its junctions Application Number R26/0400
with the A423 Oxford Road 23-24, MARKET PLACE, Rugby, CV2I 3DU
D3584 Nelson Way Rugby Wheatfield Road/ | Lawford Lane Advertisement consent for proposed Ino. new
Blackwood non- lIIumlnated projecting hanging sign and 3no.
Avenue ew d fascia signs
D3591 Cheshire Close | Rugby In its entirety from Lawford Lane -n..s development may affect a Listed
C88 Lawford Lane Rugby Both its junctions | C Road ding. This may affect a
with Main Street Conservation Area
D3336 Alfred Green Rugby In its entirety from A426 Application Number R26/043 1
| Close Dunchurch Road COOMBE ABBEY PARK LTD, BRINKLOW
D3590 Holyoak Close | Rugby n its entirety from Nelson Way ROAD, COOMBE FIELDS, COVENTRY,

CV3 2AB

D3492 Church Walk | Rugby n s entirety from B4642 Biton Road | | | |Listed Building Consent (Grade ) for
[D3339 Gable Close___[Rugby nts entirety from Church Walk Eﬁﬁ':fg:;‘;:;’:ﬁf;;’:}?ﬁ;";‘f_fs;'ﬂ'
D3586 Montgomery | Rugby Both its junctions y his may affect a
Drive with Nelson Way | Way Conservation Area
B4029 Bulkington Shilton/ Leicester Road/ | Withybrook e
Road/Shiton Lane __|Bulkington | Church Road | Road ittt L A
C34 Frankton Lane Stretton on B4455 Fosse B4453 FIELD, BUS SHELTER, NORTH STREET,
Dunsmore Way Princethorpe RUGBY, CV2| 2AB
Road Advertisement consent for a proposed double
D2128 Freeboard Lane |Stretton on A45 London A423 Oxford sided digital advertising panel.
Dunsmore Road Road This P may affect a
B4109 Hinckley Road  |Wolvey A5 Roundabout | Lutterworth Conservation Area
(Jet 1 M69) Road ication Number R26/0477

Reason for Order: The closures and temporary speed limits are required to
facilitate carriageway surface dressing, carriageway sealing treatments,
removal/replacement of road studs, pre-surface dressing patching, road
markings/lining, sand carpeting, road sweeping and other associated works.
Order Commences: 15 June 2026 for up to 18 months.

ion: 30 2026.
Access & Diversion: Will be appropriately signed.
Contractor: Balfour Beatty, Tel: 0345 241 5302.
GIBBET LANE, SHAWELL
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from Gibbet Roundabout to the
County Border
Reason for Order: To enable essential works, overnight 20.00hrs — 06.00hrs.
Order Commences: 20 June 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 21 June 2026.
Access & Diversion: A5, Watling Stret, Shawell lane, Catthorpe Road, Main
Street, Gibbet Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: HW Martin, Tel: 07785 541692.

RUGBY ROAD, CHURCHOVER
Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic from Gibbet

to the

ADVERTISING ON BUS SHELTER OPP
BATH STREET, CLIFTON ROAD, RUGBY
Advertisement consent for a proposed double
sided digital advertising panel.

This development may affect a
Conservation Area

Application Number R26/0509
LUMONICS HOUSE, SWIFT VALLEY
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, VALLEY DRIVE,
RUGBY, CV21 ITQ

Erection of 4no. employment buildings for
flexible use within Use Classes B2 (General
Industrial), B8 (Storage and Distribution) and
E(g)(iii) along with all associated development
including earthworks, drainage, access
arrangements, car parking, HGV parking,
servicing arrangements, landscaping, localised
highway improvements and other ancillary
structures/works.

Thls isa major development

County Border.

Reason for Order: To safely enable survey works, overnight 20.00hrs — 06.00hrs.
Order Commences: 20 June 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 21 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: A5, Watling Street, Coventry Road, Lutterworth Southern
Bypass, Sir Frank Whittle Roundabout, Rugby Road, Main Street and vice versa.
Contractor: HW Martin, Tel: 07785 541692.

Warwickshire County Council proposes to make the following Temporary
Traffic Orders:

BILTON LANE, DUNCHURCH

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic. In addition, the one-way traffic flow
on Bilton Lane, Dunchurch will be temporarily suspended.

Reason for Order: To enable cabling works, 09.30hrs — 15.30hrs.

Order Commences: 1 July 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 1 July 2026.

Access & Diversion: Bilton Lane, Northampton Lane and vice versa.
Contractor: Sunbelt Rentals, Tel: 03700 500 792.

MILL ROAD, RUGBY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic 20 metres either side of the bridge.
Reason for Order: Structural examination of bridge, overnight 21.00hrs —
04.00hrs.

Order Commences: 28 June 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 29 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: Murray Road, Whitehall Road, Clifton Road, Butlers Leap,
Mill Road and vice versa.

Contractor: Centurion TM, Tel: 01132 775360.

HOLBROOK ROAD, LONG LAWFORD

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.

Reason for Order: Works for boundary box and meter installation.

Order Commences: 2 July 2026 for up to 18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 3 July 2026.

Access & Diversion: Round Avenue, Ashman Avenue, Holbrook Road and
vice versa.

Chevron Traffic

Ltd, Tel: 0330 008 0820.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian access to and egress from
properties and land situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be
maintained at all times. Vehicular access will be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or for tunher details of our
current & planned roadworks visit our website jire.gov.uk/

6/05:

PAVEMENT OUTSIDE OS |6 HIGH
STREET, RUGBY, CV2I 3BG
Installation of Ino. black digital communications
kiosk, defibrillator and ancillary advertisement.
This development may affect a
Conservation Area
Application Number R26/0529
PAVEMENT OUTSIDE OS 16 HIGH
STREET, RUGBY, CV2I 3BG
Advertisement consent for Installation of Ino.
black digital communications kiosk, defibrillator
and ancillary advertisement.
This development may affect a
Conservation Area
Members of the public may inspect copies of the

ication, the plans and d

with it online at:
'www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk or in an
electronic form at: Town Hall, Evreux Way,
Rugby CV2| 2RR between the hours of 9.00 am
and 5.00 pm Monday to Friday until 03 July
2026. Please note a planning officer would not
be present.

If you wish to make an appointment to discuss
the application, please contact the case officer.
Any person who wishes to make representation
to the above mentioned Council about the
applications should make them online -
'www.planningportal.rugby.co.uk (search for
application number and select comment) - or in
writing by that date to Chief Planning Officer,
Town Hall, Rugby, CV21 2RR.

If an application is determined by the Planning
Committee, members of the public may have
the opportunity to speak at the meeting. More
details about public speaking are available from
theCouncil or on-line at:
'www.rugby.gov.uk/speakingatplanning

For householder or minor commercial
applications, in the event of an appeal against a
refusal of planning permission, dealt with on the
basis of representations in writing, any

roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.
S Duxbury, Director of Strategy, Planning & Governance,
Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL

Date 11 June 2026

made will be sent to the
Secretary of State, and there will be no further
opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.

Nicola Smith — Strategic Director for Place
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

Warwickshire County Council

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

Warwickshire County Council to make
the following Temporary Traffic Orders:

BUTT HILL, NAPTON-ON-THE-HILL

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works for long comm pipe repair.
Order Commences: 2 July 2026 for up to 18 months.
Anticipated Completion: 3 July 2026.

Access & Diversion: Butt Hill, Southam Road,
Daventry Road, Welsh Road East, Holt Road, Napton
Holt Road, Thorntons Lane, Chapel Green Road, New
Street, High Street, Hackwell Street, Vicarage Road
and vice versa.

Contractor: Chevron Traffic Management Ltd,
Tel: 0330 008 0820

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 11 June 2026

County Council has made the
following Temporary Traffic Orders:

TAMWORTH ROAD, CORLEY

Order Effect: Road closed to vehicular traffic.
Reason for Order: Works to investigate pole to
property.

Order Commences: 18 June 2026 for up to
18 months.

Anticipated Completion: 18 June 2026.

Access & Diversion: Tamworth Road and vice versa.
Contractor: Kelly House, Tel: 07891 414660.

For all of the above temporary orders, pedestrian
access to and egress from properties and land
situated adjacent to the length of road to be closed
will be maintained at all times. Vehicular access will
be maintained where possible.

To report any problems with these works or
for further details of our current & planned
roadworks visit our website warwickshire.gov.
uk/roadworksmap or call us 01926 412515.

S Duxbury, Director of Strategy,

Planning & Governance,

Shire Hall, Warwick CV34 4RL Date 11 June 2026

PUBLIC NOTICES
—

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
D42 Limited trading as D42 Car Logistics of|
Holly Grange, Holly Lane, Balsall Common,|
Coventry, CV7 7EB is applying to change an
existing licence as follows to keep an extra 2 goods|
vehicles and 2 trailers at the operating centre at|
Listers PDI Centre, Unit 3, Lawford Heath
Industrial Estate, Lawford Heath Lane, Rugby,
CV23 9EU
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that their|
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected,
should make written representations to the Traffic
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill, Leeds,
LS2 7UE, stating their reasons, within 2| days of this|
notice. Representors must at the same time send a|
copy of their representations to the applicant at the|
address given at the top of this notice.
A Guide to Making Representations is available at:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-guide-to-

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR'S LICENCE
'VARINDER SINGH trading as VINNI
CONTRACTING LTD of 36 Stoneywood
Road, Coventry, United Kingdom, CV2 2HW
is applying to change an existing licence as follow:
To keep an extra 5 vehicles and 5 trailers at the
operating centre at Secland Group Site 2,
Ibstock Road, CV6 6JR, Coventry.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings)
near the operating centre(s) who believe that
their use or enjoyment of that land would be
affected, should make written representations to
the Traffic Commissioner at Quarry House,
Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE, stating their
reasons, within 2| days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy
of their representations to the applicant at the
address given at the top of this notice. A Guide

grep -and-
goods-vehicleoperator-licensing.

to Making Repr is available from the
Traffic Commissioner's office.

v/

Keeping you up to date with all the latest
information on local

Planning Proposals, Traffic Notices,
Goods Vehicle Operator Licences,
Licences To Sell Alcohol,

you need to advertise a Public Notiee call

01527 588688

PUBLIC NOTICES
—
SUSVMULLNGTON e
SUSAN BLACKSHAW
MULLINGTON) Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
Interest in the Estate of the above
named, late of m\es\%Haji Nursing
Home AIIesI? Hall Alesley
Coventry, V5 9AD, who died on
03/02/2026, are required fo send
written  particulars thereof to the
undersigned on or  before
13/08/2026, after which date the
Estate W||| be distributed havir
regard only to the claims an
interests o which they have had
notice.

WILLSONS SOLICITORS , Coton
Chambers 35 Coton Road Nuneaton
Warwickshire, CV11 5TW
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Check out our

E-Editions!

Coventry Observero

ELECTRIC RECLINING
ARMCHAIR

DOUBLE

Brand New Armchair, very
comfortable and with many
adjustments. Helps you get
in and out with lift and tilt
controls.
£300 - Ring or text 07460 943678

Delivery available
Located in Bromsgrove

RECLINER CHAIR
electric  rise &
recline £169 Manual
recline chair  £60
High seated chair
£40 Can deliver
07703 925662

BEDS NEW Doubles
£95 Singles £59 King
size £159. Second
hand doubles £49
Singles £29 Fridges
£49 Freezers £59
Can deliver 07703
925662

WHEELCHAIR nearly
new hardly used £60
01788 335568

FOOTSTOOL  from
Oak Furniture
Land’s Malvern
range. Light grey
colour. Opens up
for storage and is a
big size. Located in
Bromsgrove.  £160
07460943678

COFFEE table from
O: Furniture
Land’s French
Farmhouse range -
in good condition.

ROLAND Cartier
leather shoes, with
mesh inserts, peep
toe, stiletto heels,
colour pewter.
Size 8, still in box.
‘Worn once indoors,
excellent condition.
Original price
was £65.00,  Will
accept £15.00. Tel:
07934132759

LADIES M & S
Classic fully lined
summer jacket with
detachable hood.
Light turquoise.
Hardly worn. Size
12. £3.00. Tel:
07934132759

DEBENHAMS  king
size duvet cover.
Polyester / cotton.
Pastel shades of blue
& white pinstripe.
Brand new, wrong
size bought, so never
used! £9.00. Tel:
07934132759

ROCKING horse
(Mamas & Papas)
with reins, saddle
& stirrups. Height

Located in [ from floor to saddle
Bromsgrove.  £180 28”. Very good clean
07460943678 condition. Collection
2 stroke Petrol only. £45.00. Tel:
Strimmer 07934132759
condition RALEIGH Trent
07810472885 Tourist gents bicycle
LEATHER textile | 3 speed .dynamo.

settee sold as seen
arm-high 217 width
3'4” length 7° £50
ono 01527 64333
CAMPING trolley
with cover almost
brand new £25 01527
524491
LARGE
on wheels with
gas bottle  good
condition £60 01527
465036
GUITAR Chord 26,
Acoustic guitar,
full size, good to
learn on, with case,
and with clip chord
CCT400 for tuning.
£30 ono Tel: 01905
775383
VINTAGE

BBQ

70°S

new tyres  £120
Bromsgrove. 01527
876942

RUNNER BEAN
Plants, £2.for12
plants 8 ft canes 85p
Charentais  melon
plants £1 each
01905 778926

1965 Ford Anglia
Roof Rack In good
condition £40 07743
929558

COFFEE Machine
Nescafe Dolce
Gusto  £15 07743
929558

PASHLEY ladies
bike usual extras

shed stored 6 years
ride or restore £50

07974822880

Taunton Vale o e
herb design (green | ANTIQUE ~  chest
& white) oblong drawer”30 H x 36"W
melamine  serving | X 16"D  wooden
tray 60 x 90cm knobs £110 01905
very good clean 428627 evenings
condition £7.00. Tel: | NURSING chair £20
07934132759 07719695685
WANTED

L3

RECORDS WANTED

Cash paid

Call Paul or text: 07765 142354 /
01527 893992
Or email: welston@live.com
Paul (Albatross & Doomed Records)

DRIVEWAYS
—

HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
—

HANDY MAN

If you’re looking for a fast and reliable service
Then call Lenny
* Plastering ¢ Plumbing ¢ Fencing
* Gardening * Flooring ¢ Kitchens
* Bathrooms * Carpentry  Flat pack
furniture
* Tiling * Painting
02476 443 996

07794 784 266

NO VAT CHARGE

KITCHENS
—

msmfi‘ﬁnnus BEST LEAVE .
ITT10 TIIE >

CIJet_:k out our
Classified pages!

Tvatorics | POCAGS
16 230222

Homes
to a re

e
'a~=;===a.
. S

-n..-.—.nu—--ﬂ-
-y

www.coventryobserver.co.uk/editions
www.rugbyobserver.co.uk/editions
www.leamingtonobserver.co.uk/editions
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Captain Tallberg to depart

Blaze

&

€l
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Klm'«TaIIberg w1II depart

ICE HOCKEY: COVENTRY Blaze
captain Kim Tallberg will depart
the club this summer following a
four-season spell.

The 34-year-old made 266
appearances for Blaze and regis-
tered 171 points, scoring 68 goals
and providing 103 assists.

The Swede joined Coventry
ahead of the 2022/23 season and
quickly established himself as a fan
favourite at the Skydome Arena.

Tallberg became captain ahead
of the 2023/24 campaign and led
Blaze to the Challenge Cup final
this season.

He won a clean sweep of indi-
vidual honours in the 2022/23
season.

Tallberg scooped the coach’s
player, players’ player and support-
ers’ player of the year awards.

And he again won the coach’s
player of the season at the club’s
recent end-of-season awards
night.

FULL-TIME DEAL FOR CAPPS

Blaze have signed teenage star
Brynley Capps to a full-time deal
from the start of the 2026/27 Elite
League season.

The 18-year-old spent last sea-
son with Telford Tigers in the
NIHL where he recorded 23 goals
and 29 assists in 62 games.

He also claimed the NIHL All-
Star young player of the year
award.

Capps played for Telford on a
two-way agreement with Blaze as
he also scored his first profession-
al goal for Coventry last season.

Blaze head coach, Kevin Moore
said: “We are thrilled to have
Brynley back full-time this season.

“He has put in a tremendous
amount of work behind the scenes
with Tom (Watkins) in Telford, as
well as with our staff on and off
the ice.

“We see Brynley developing into
a consistent Elite League perform-
er, and we can’t wait to see his
summer hard work translate into
training camp and beyond.”

Capps enjoyed a standout
2024/25 season with Blaze and
also impressed on the interna-
tional stage for Great Britain at
under-18 and under-20 level.

He finished as the leading scorer
with 11 points (six goals, five
assists) at the I[IHF under-18 men’s
‘World Championship Division II
Group A tournament in 2024.

More recently, Capps compet-
ed at the IIHF under-20 World
Championship Division II Group
A, where he recorded five goals
and one assist in five games to
help Great Britain secure a silver
medal.

And Capps made his senior inter-
national debut for Great Britain’s
men’s team earlier this year.

PLAYERS RETAINED
Coventry have confirmed last

season’s top scorer Grant Mismash
will remain with the club for the

as players retained

2026/27 Elite League season.

The American forward led the
Blaze charts for points (62) and
assists (36) in Elite League com-
petitions with a joint high of 26
goals.

The 27-year-old joined Blaze
from Belfast Giants last season
after he helped the latter side to
an Elite League and Challenge Cup
double in 2024/25.

And American forward Matthew
Gleason will also return to the club
next season.

The 24-year-old enjoyed a stan-
dout first professional season with
Blaze, recording 54 points in 67
Elite League competition games.

He finished as Coventry’s joint
top scorer with 26 goals, along-
side teammate Mismash, to win
the Adam Calder forward of the
season award.

And British forward Zaine
McKenzie has signed a two-year
deal with Blaze until the end of the
2027/28 Elite League season.

McKenzie will remain with his
hometown club after spending the
2025/26 campaign between Blaze
and Peterborough Phantoms.

The 22-year-old recorded three
goals and three assists in 23 NIHL
appearances and four assists in 35
Elite League competition games.

He made 27 appearances for
Blaze during the 2024/25 cam-
paign as he recorded two assists
in his first full season.

Canadian defenceman Connor
Russell will also remain with Blaze
for the 2026/27 campaign.

Russell recorded 20 points
(three goals, 17 assists) in his
debut campaign with Blaze across
56 appearances in all Elite League
competitions last season.

The 30-year-old joined Blaze fol-
lowing four seasons in the ECHL,
where he established himself as a
reliable and dependable presence
on the blue line.

And Ukrainian forward Artem
Buzoverya will return to the club
next season.

Buzoverya iced in 55 games for
the Blaze during the 2025/26 cam-
paign, recording four goals and
five assists across all Elite League
competitions, and posted a face-
off win percentage of more than
50 per cent.

The 26-year-old centreman
joined Blaze in 2025 following
a season at Bentley University
(NCAA), where he recorded 15
points (six goals, nine assists)
in 32 games during the 2024/25
season.

And British forward Jack Hopkins
is the latest player to commit his
future to the club next term.

Hopkins will enter a fourth sea-
son with Blaze after recording 21
points (five goals, 16 assists) in 66
Elite League games last term.

He won Coventry’s British play-
er of the season award, voted for
by Blaze supporters, last season
for the second consecutive year.

And he also won the Elite League
young British player of the year
for the second straight season.

Connor.Russell will'remain
with/Coventry Blaze next{sea-
son. Picture by _Scott ngglns
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Triple podium finish
for Ingram ahead of
BTCC summer break

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

BTCC: TOM Ingram secured three
podium finishes in as many races
driving in the latest round of the
British Touring Car Championship
(BTCC).

The Coventry driver finish second
in race two and third in races one and
three to come away from Oulton Park
with a significant haul of points.

Ingram closed the gap on early BTCC
leader Ash Sutton to 48 points in the
drivers’ standi

And Ingram believes further tweaks
to his Team Vertu car will strengthen
his chances of retaining the BTCC title
when the competition returns following
a summer break.

said: “We’ve got as much out
of the weekend as we could have done
really.
“The goal was always to come into
the weekend and extract as many points
as we could with a slightly unfavourable
TTB (TOCA Turbo Boost).

“Other than doing slightly better in
qualifying, we couldn’t have really asked
for much more, I feel very chuffed.

“If we can keep doing 10 points a

iTomJingramfonjthejpodiumyat Oul

jPark:TPicture]byf

round then it’s definitely doable. It's a
tough order but we have an incredibly
fast, car which is really encouraging.

“The disappointing thing is I've had
this car all year, I've just not been able
to show it.

“We've ended the first stage of the
season really good. You want to go into
the back end of the season in a strong
position which is what we’ve done.

“We've got a few bits and pieces that
we're keen to get done with the car that
we've not quite had a chance to do.

“I'm looking forward to what we can
do in the second half of the season. I
think we should be even stronger.”

DarrentRrice.

s c.u.

Ingram battled to a third-place finish
in race one after qualifying fourth on
the grid and pushed Josh Cook all the
way as the latter took second behind
race winner Dan Cammish.

And Ingram stepped onto the podium
again in race two on the hard tyre as he
passed Cammish to take second behind
race winner Sutton.

Ingram secured a third podium finish
in race three as Ingram finished behind
Team Vertu teammate Ricky Collard while
Charles Rainford took the race victory.

The BTCC season continues at
Thruxton on the weekend of July 25
and 26.

Cov begin recruitment drive for next
season with trio of new signings

RUGBY UNION: COVENTRY Rugby
have signed three new players ahead
of the 2026/27 season after reach-
ing the Champ Rugby play-off semi-
finals

Fly-half Bruce Houston, back-row
forward Rhys Tait and versatile back
Matt McNab have all agreed terms
to play at the Nick Newbold Stadium
next season.

Houston most recently played for
USBPA Rugby in France and previous-
ly featured for both Ealing Trailfinders
and Cornish Pirates in England’s sec-
ond tier.

Houston said: “I'm delighted to be
Jjoining Coventry. The ambition of the
club and the direction it’s heading in
made it an easy decision. I'm look-
ing forward to meeting the boys and
the staff and having a season we can
remember.

“The opportunity to play in front
of such a passionate fan base and
contribute my skill set to Coventry’s
exciting brand of rugby is something
I'm really looking forward to.”

Head coach Alex Rae added: “From
the moment I spoke to Bruce, what
stood out was his energy and desire
to be part of something here at
Coventry.

“Couple that with his ability in mul-

tiple positions and prevmus experi-
ence in this league, 1t s really exciting
to get him on board.

Playmaker Houston can operate at
fly-half and inside centre and amassed
238 points in 50 appearances for
Cornish Pirates in the Champ.

The 26-year-old began his rugby
journey with Randalstown and later
progressed through the Ulster Rugby
pathway.

Houston recently earned his first
international cap for Zimbabwe.

Back-row forward Tait joins Cov
from Champ rivals Doncaster Knights
where the 23-year-old established
himself across 70 appearances.

Tait captained Scotland at under-20
level and spent time with Glasgow
Warriors before moving to England’s
second tier.

Tait said: “I am super excited and
grateful to continue my rugby journey
at Coventry.

“Coventry play an exciting brand of
rugby and draw in big crowds, which
I can’t wait to be a part of.

“I'm excited to see what we can
do with what seems to be a very
promlsmg squad for the upcoming
campaign.”

Rae added: “Delighted to brmg Rhys
to Coventry. Everyone we've spoken

to has only said great things about
him as a player, but also as a person.

“He will really fit into what we do
here. He’s dynamic, tough and has a
great skillset.

“We're excited to see how we can
push him on further.”

And McNab also makes the move
to Coventry from Doncaster where he
scored 35 tries in 71 games.

The 27-year-old can play on the
wing or at outside centre and has
earned 22 caps for Zimbabwe.

McNab progressed to Champ Rugby
with Hartpury and spent two years at
the Pirates before joining the Knights.

McNab said: “Joining Coventry is a
great opportunity for me.

“The club has clear ambition and
I'm looking forward to getting stuck in
with the group and hopefully sharing
plenty of good moments with the play-
ers, staff and supporters next season.”

Rae added: “Great to welcome Matt
to Coventry. He'’s a player who has
always impressed us.

“His pace and power and ability to
beat people will really suit how we
want to attack.

“What really stood out was how
much he wants to contribute to the
team off the field and be part of some-
thing special.”

Sky Blues performance director leaves club

FOOTBALL: COVENTRY City per-
formance director Dr Claire-Marie
Roberts has left her role at the club.

Roberts joined the Sky Blues in
the then newly-created perform-
ance director role back in December
2023

She spent nearly a decade work-

ing for the Premier League where
she led strategic change in football
development prior to her move to the
Coventry Building Society Arena.

A club statement said: “The club
would like to place on record its
appreciation of Dr Roberts’ contribu-
tion to a highly successful period in

the club’s history, culminating in its
promotion to the Premier League.

“The club has been through signif-
icant change in the last three years
and her commitment to developing
and enhancing the club’s perform-
ance environment has been highly
valued.”
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Valley conclude summer deals
as trio make Butlin Road switch

by Aaron Sutcliffe
aaron.sutcliffe@bullivantmedia.com

FOOTBALL: RUGBY Town have
signed midfielder Charlie Tilley
from Droitwich Spa with the club’s
summer transfer business now
complete.

The 23-year-old helped the Saltmen
to promotion in 2024/25 and scored 13
goals last term as Spa suffered defeat in
the Hellenic League Premier Division
play-off final.

Tilley came through Worcester City’s
youth system and moved to Droitwich
in 2022 where he went on to make
more than 200 appearances.

He won Droitwich’s managers’
player, players’ player and supporters’
player of the season awards across the

CharliejTilley/hasjjoined|Rugby,
Town|fromiDroitwich{Sp
|PictureibyiM

last two campaigns.
Valley boss Grant Joshua said:

‘Charlie is one we targeted earlier on
in the summer and had good, positive

conversations with, but it was always
going to be a hard decision to move on
from somewhere where you've been
for such a long period of time and built
your reputation.

“I completely understood and
respected his stance of not rushing into
a decision and after all that, I am really
pleased that he’s agreed to join us.

“He’s proven in loyalty, longewty,
durability and quality. He started 52

es last season and that was a huge
plus for us when we identified him early
doors.

“He’s someone who I'd like to go into
battle with. Non-stop, a ball winner and
will be one of our high pressers from
that area.

“Adding to his already impressive
attributes, he’s a goal threat as well
from the middle of the park.”

Rugby have also signed centre-back

Ryan Bridgewater following a spell with
Lye Town.

The 26-year-old previously worked
under Joshua at Lye.

Prior to Tilley and Bridgewater’s
arrivals at Butlin Road, Joshua believed
right-sided player Nathan Scott would
be his final signing of the summer.

Full-back Scott reunites with old boss
Joshua after the pair previously won
promotion together at Lye in 2022/23.

The 25-year-old recently returned to
action with Wolverhampton Casuals
following a lengthy spell on the side-
lines through inj

Joshua added: “Im delighted with
our summer recruitment. To be fin-
ished at the start of June is impressive
from all involved. We now know what
we have in the building and we work
with them to achieve our goals this
season.”

CASHBROKERS

LEAMINGTON SPA

PAWNBROKING

LOANS

SCRAP GOLD & SILVER

BUY BACK

JEWELLERY & WATCHES
COINS & BULLION

01926 258252

144 Parade,

CASH

PAID

FOR GOLD, SILVER,
COINS & BULLION

Leamington Spa, CV32 4AG

www.cashbrokersleamingtonspa.co.uk

g

The National
Association
of Jewellers




